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			“And many creatures of 


			land and water will go 


			up among the stars. 


			That is Planets.”


			– Leonardo da Vinci 


		




		

			Foreword 


			Some scholars of the life of Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) reckon that most of his manuscripts have been lost, leaving about one fifth of his writings accessible to posterity. His texts were fragmented, lost, stolen, or sold by his heirs without due care or purpose – and, over the years, little was left but 28 manuscripts, named codices.


			Though world-famous as a painter, Leonardo is further known as one of the most noteworthy polymaths ever produced by humankind. His aptitude for a diversity of fields of knowledge led him to compose various writings as well. Hence, their being largely unknown to the present public poses an enigma, as we can find in his words the same spark and energy that continuously nourish the creative flames of the geniuses.


			It’s not our intent here to outline the biography of the Italian genius – recent works have gifted us with an admirable analysis of his life and trajectory. Instead, we aim to introduce the reader to the manuscripts selected and organized in this book.


			Among other writings, Leonardo da Vinci produced essays covering, for instance, painting, light, shadow, colors, perspective, poetry, sculpture, and music. Besides the art-related topics, he also wrote about astronomy and mechanics and even ventured into satires, aphorisms, fables, and prophecies. Yet other writings address a diversity of topics, such as architecture, anatomy, zoology, physiology, naval wars, and so forth. For this book, we have selected and organized the essence of the group of manuscripts entitled Humorous Writings, which contain the prophecies, fables, satires, and tales.


			 The book begins with Prophecies, followed by the Fables on animals, on lifeless objects, on plants, and the Studies on the Life and Habits of Animals, in which Leonardo presents a curious sequence of animals and their description. It ends with the Jests and Tales and the Final Prophecies.


			Among these delightful and amusing writings, we find satires, fables, aphorisms, anecdotes, prophetic sayings, and enigmatic statements, ingeniously created or reproduced by the unique mind of Leonardo da Vinci.


		




		

			The Prophecies
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			THE DIVISION OF THE PROPHECIES


			First, of things relating to animals; secondly, of irrational creatures; thirdly of plants; fourthly, of ceremonies; fifthly, of manners; sixthly, of cases or edicts or quarrels; seventhly, of cases that are impossible in nature [paradoxes], as, for instance, of those things which, the more is taken from them, the more they grow. And reserve the great matters till the end, and the small matters give at the beginning. And first show the evils and then the punishment of philosophical things.


			The editor.
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			Of Ants


			These creatures will form many communities, which will hide themselves and their young ones and victuals in dark caverns, and they will feed themselves and their families in dark places for many months without any light, artificial or natural.


			Of Bees


			And many others will be deprived of their store and their food, and will be cruelly submerged and drowned by folks devoid of reason. Oh Justice of God! Why dost thou not wake and behold thy creatures thus ill used?


			Of Sheep, Cows, Goats and the like


			Endless multitudes of these will have their little children taken from them ripped open and flayed and most barbarously quartered.


			Of Nuts, and Olives, and Acorns, and Chesnuts, and Such Like


			Many offspring shall be snatched by cruel thrashing from the very arms of their mothers, and flung on the ground, and crushed.


			Of Children Bound in Bundles


			O cities of the Sea! In you I see your citizens--both females and males--tightly bound, arms and legs, with strong withes by folks who will not understand your language. And you will only be able to assuage your sorrows and lost liberty by means of tearful complaints and sighing and lamentation among yourselves; for those who will bind you will not understand you, nor will you understand them.


			Of Cats that Eat Rats


			In you, O cities of Africa your children will be seen quartered in their own houses by most cruel and rapacious beasts of your own country.


			Of Asses that are Beaten


			O Nature! Wherefore art thou so partial; being to some of thy children a tender and benign mother, and to others a most cruel and pitiless stepmother? I see children of thine given up to slavery to others, without any sort of advantage, and instead of remuneration for the good they do, they are paid with the severest suffering, and spend their whole life in benefitting those who ill treat them.


			Of Men who Sleep on Boards of Trees


			Men shall sleep, and eat, and dwell among trees, in the forests and open country.


			Of Dreaming


			Men will seem to see new destructions in the sky. The flames that fall from it will seem to rise in it and to fly from it with terror. They will hear every kind of animals speak in human language. They will instantaneously run in person in various parts of the world, without motion. They will see the greatest splendour in the midst of darkness. O! marvel of the human race! What madness has led you thus! You will speak with animals of every species and they with you in human speech. You will see yourself fall from great heights without any harm and torrents will accompany you, and will mingle with their rapid course.


			Of Christians


			Many who hold the faith of the Son only build temples in the name of the Mother.


			Of Food Which Has Been Alive


			A great portion of bodies that have been alive will pass into the bodies of other animals; which is as much as to say, that the deserted tenements will pass piecemeal into the inhabited ones, furnishing them with good things, and carrying with them their evils. That is to say the life of man is formed from things eaten, and these carry with them that part of man which dies…


			Of Funeral Rites, and Processions, and Lights, and Bells, and Followers


			The greatest honours will be paid to men, and much pomp, without their knowledge.


			Of the Avaricious


			There will be many who will eagerly and with great care and solicitude follow up a thing, which, if they only knew its malignity, would always terrify them.


			Of those Men, Who, the Older they Grow, the More Avaricious they Become, Whereas, Having but Little Time to Stay, they Should Become More Liberal


			We see those who are regarded as being most experienced and judicious, when they least need a thing, seek and cherish it with most avidity.


			Of the Ditch


			Many will be busied in taking away from a thing, which will grow in proportion as it is diminished.


			Of a Weight Placed on a Feather – Pillow


			And it will be seen in many bodies that by raising the head they swell visibly; and by laying the raised head down again, their size will immediately be diminished.


			Of Catching Lice


			And many will be hunters of animals, which, the fewer there are the more will be taken; and conversely, the more there are, the fewer will be taken.


			Of Drawing Water in Two Buckets 
with a Single Rope


			And many will be busily occupied, though the more of the thing they draw up, the more will escape at the other end.


			Of the Tongues of Pigs and Calves in Sausage – Skins


			Oh! how foul a thing, that we should see the tongue of one animal in the guts of another.


			Of Sieves Made of the Hair of Animals


			We shall see the food of animals pass through their skin everyway excepting through their mouths, and penetrate from the outside downwards to the ground.


			Of Lanterns


			The cruel horns of powerful bulls will screen the lights of night against the wild fury of the winds.


			Of Feather – Beds


			Flying creatures will give their very feathers to support men.


			Of Animals Which Walk on Trees – Wearing Wooden Shoes


			The mire will be so great that men will walk on the trees of their country.


			Of the Soles of Shoes, Which Are Made from the Ox


			And in many parts of the country men will be seen walking on the skins of large beasts.


			Of Sailing in Ships


			There will be great winds by reason of which things of the East will become things of the West; and those of the South, being involved in the course of the winds, will follow them to distant lands.


			Of Worshipping the Pictures of Saints


			Men will speak to men who hear not; having their eyes open, they will not see; they will speak to these, and they will not be answered. They will implore favours of those who have ears and hear not; they will make light for the blind.


			Of Sawyers


			There will be many men who will move one against another, holding in their hands a cutting tool. But these will not do each other any injury beyond tiring each other; for, when one pushes forward the other will draw back. But woe to him who comes between them! For he will end by being cut in pieces.


			Of Silk – Spinning


			Dismal cries will be heard loud, shrieking with anguish, and the hoarse and smothered tones of those who will be despoiled, and at last left naked and motionless; and this by reason of the mover, which makes every thing turn round.


			Of Putting Bread into the Mouth of the Oven and Taking it out Again


			In every city, land, castle and house, men shall be seen, who for want of food will take it out of the mouths of others, who will not be able to resist in any way.


			Of Tilled Land


			The Earth will be seen turned up side down and facing the opposite hemispheres, uncovering the lurking holes of the fiercest animals.


			Of Sowing Seed


			Then many of the men who will remain alive, will throw the victuals they have preserved out of their houses, a free prey to the birds and beasts of the earth, without taking any care of them at all.


			Of the Rains, Which, by Making the Rivers  Muddy, Wash Away the Land


			Something will fall from the sky which will transport a large part of Africa which lies under that sky towards Europe, and that of Europe towards Africa, and that of the Scythian countries will meet with tremendous revolutions.


			Of Wood that Burns


			The trees and shrubs in the great forests will be converted into cinder.


			Of Kilns for Bricks and Lime


			Finally the earth will turn red from a conflagration of many days and the stones will be turned to cinders.


			Of Boiled Fish


			The natives of the waters will die in the boiling flood.


			Of the Olives Which Fall from the Olive Trees, Shedding Oil Which Makes Light


			And things will fall with great force from above, which will give us nourishment and light.


			Of Owls and Screech Owls and What Will  Happen to Certain Birds


			Many will perish of dashing their heads in pieces, and the eyes of many will jump out of their heads by reason of fearful creatures come out of the darkness.
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