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BUSINESS MEETING




Monday, January 29, 2018




U.S. House of Representatives,

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence,

Washington, D.C.







The committee met, pursuant to call, at 5:06 p.m., in Room HVC-304, the Capitol, the Honorable Devin Nunes [chairman of the committee] presiding.


Present: Representatives Nunes, Conaway, King, LoBiondo, Rooney, Ros-Lehtinen, Wenstrup, Stewart of Utah, Crawford, Gowdy, Stefanik, Hurd, Schiff, Himes, Sewell, Carson, Speier, Quigley, Swalwell, Castro, and Heck.


 ​THE CHAIRMAN: A quorum being present, the Select Committee on Intelligence will come to order. As a reminder, even though we are in a closed space, we are in open session, and a transcript of the proceedings will be released in accordance with House rules.


Pursuant to Committee Rule 6(c) and House Rule XI, clause 2(h)(4), the chair may postpone further proceedings on which a recorded vote or the yeas or nays are ordered. Without objection, the chair is authorized to declare a recess at any time.


This meeting was scheduled to take up pending business before the committee. The first item we will consider is a request from the ranking member to call to the attention of the House a classified memorandum prepared by the minority.


The chair moves, pursuant to Committee Rule 14(i), that the committee call to the attention of the House the classified executive session memo prepared by minority staff.


 ​THE CHAIRMAN: Do any members wish to be heard?


MR. SCHIFF: Mr. Chairman, I seek permission to address the committee.


THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Schiff, you are recognized for 5 minutes.


MR. SCHIFF: Thanks, Mr. Chairman.


I want to begin by expressing my alarm at where we are in this committee. I have served on the committee for 10 years now. This is the ﬁrst time we have sought to declassify highly sensitive information for a political reason. It is, I think, a terrible line to cross.


The memoranda which the majority will seek to make public today contains any number of misleading representations and factual problems.


The FBI has sought to appear before our committee to have an opportunity to fully inform members of the underlying circumstances and address any concerns that members have before we take the step -- which the Department of Justice has, I think, all too accurately described as extraordinarily reckless -- to publicly release classified information that affects investigative equities and could potentially reveal sources and methods.


I intend to offer three motions today: The first --


THE CHAIRMAN: If the gentleman would yield, I actually made a motion and you requested to make your classiﬁed memo available to the House. I actually have moved that, so I have made that motion already.


MR. SCHIFF: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. That is one of the three motions I am going to be making today.


THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.


MR. SCHIFF: The first is to make the minority memo available to all the House Members so they can see a complete factual record of the circumstances ​that are referred to in the majority memoranda.


The second is to allow the Department of Justice and the FBI to review both memoranda and to provide a classified brieﬁng to the entire House of Representatives so the full House can  made aware of the Department and FBI's concerns with making this information public, as well as address any of the allegations that have been made in the majority memoranda. At least that way Members would be informed as to the nature of what we are voting to potentially make public today.


Mr. Gowdy and I are apparently the only two members of this committee who have read the underlying materials. At the time the majority sought to release its memo to the full House, I made a motion that all of our committee members have access to the underlying materials before we took that step, and that motion was voted down on a party-line basis.


But I will be making a motion today that both memoranda be made available to the FBI and Department of Justice and that the FBI and Department of Justice provide a classified brieﬁng for the entire House of Representatives to discuss the underlying issues and allegations, as well as the potential repercussions of publishing either or both of these memoranda.


The third motion I will make, if that is rejected, is that if the majority is to take the step of releasing its memoranda to the public, that any motion to do so include the minority memoranda as well so that both are made available to the public.


It will be our intention with respect to the minority memoranda to have that vetted by the Department of Justice and FBI, regardless of what the majority decides to do with its own memoranda. But in the exercise of responsibility, we ​want to make sure that nothing that we have written in our memoranda would compromise any sources or methods or impair the FBI‘s investigation.


So those are the three motions that we will be offering today. And with that, I yield to any other member who wishes to be recognized.


THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. So -- well, Mr. Schiff, you have a few minutes left here, or 40 seconds left. But I will just say that I have made a motion, pursuant to Committee Rule 14(i), the committee call to the attention of the House the classified executive session memo prepared by minority staff.


That was a commitment that we made to you; and so we are making that motion, so you won‘t need to -- that motion is currently what we are on right now. And we are following up on our word that we would allow you to make a -- put together a report, and we would make that available to the House.


Mr. Conaway.


MR. CONAWAY: Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman.


I intend to vote in favor of releasing the minority memo to the House under the -- subject, of course, that it does not disclose, information that would be harmful to national security. It is sight unseen. We are trusting that that would be the case. But that would be the premise; is that I would vote for it assuming that -- sight unseen -- assuming that we could trust our colleagues to not reveal issues that would be harmful to national security.
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