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	A Direct North View of Sydney Cove and Port Jackson, the Chief British Settlement in new South Wales, Taken from the North Shorre about one Mile distant, for John White Esqr. (1794?)






	
Lizard, “Native name Ngarrang”.* (This and other images, between 1792 and 1797)






	Four fishes, native names “Tag-ga”, “Tack-in-marra-dera”, “Dy-e-ne-ang” and “Ballang-an”.






	A Group on the North Shore of Port Jackson, New South Wales.
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Turcosine Parrot.*







	Fourteen Mollusks.






	Red-breasted or Blue-bellied Parrot, native name “Goeril”.
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THOMAS WATLING:


BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES


Thomas Watling was born in September 1762, the son of Ham Watlin, a soldier; mother unknown. Both of Watling’s parents died when he was an infant and he was brought up by his Aunt Marion (a.k.a. May). He showed skill as an artist and started his own academy where he taught “drawing to ladies and gentlemen for a guinea a month”.


In 1788, he was arrested and charged with forging twelve one-guinea notes. (A guinea was worth roughly £60 in today’s money.) He claimed, lamely, that it was an experiment and he had had no intention of passing the notes off as real. Trial was fixed for 14 April 1789. Forty-five witnesses were lined up against him. Forgery was a capital offence – so serious a crime that, in England, women could still be burnt at the stake for committing it. Watling filed a petition, requesting transportation to save his neck, and was sentenced to fourteen years in the newly founded penal colony of Botany Bay, Australia.


On board the Peggy, from Leith to Plymouth, Watling and another prisoner, Paton, foiled an attempted mutiny. In recompense, Paton was pardoned, but Watling was judged “an acquisition to the new Colony at Botany Bay” because of his skills as “an ingenious Artist”. And so, Thomas Watling was co-opted as an unwilling player in what Richard Holmes has termed “The Age of Wonder”.




In 1788, when the First Fleet had sailed to Botany Bay, fourteen officers on board the ships had publishing contracts. There were two principle reasons for this. The first was that the reports of Captain Cook’s First Pacific Voyage, 1768-71, contained tales from Tahiti of sexual freedoms that tantalised eighteenth-century society, and it wanted more of the same. The second reason is that, in the mid-eighteenth century, botany was a science of great interest. Carl Linnaeus’s botanic classifications, identifying plants by male and female parts, had sexualised botany to the extent that mixed botanic outings were frowned upon in polite society. In fact, so hot were plants at the time, a book on botany would likely be given with a plain or disguising cover. Previously, specimens of flora and fauna had been sent home by sea for illustrative purposes. Unsurprisingly, many did not survive the passage. What a boon to have someone on the spot who could churn out illustrations for free.


So, in 1791, Watling set sail for Australia on the Pitt. He enjoyed a short spell of liberty in the Cape of Good Hope, before being betrayed by “the mercenary Dutch”. The Colony at which he eventually arrived in 1792 was a little over four years old; Watling described it as being about one third of the size of Dumfries.
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