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The Golden Age awaits

avatari’ caitanya kaila dharma-pracāraṇa

kali-kāle dharma — kṛṣṇa-nāma-saṅkīrtana

“In this Age of Kali, Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu has descended to preach the religion of Kṛṣṇa consciousness. Therefore the chanting of the holy names of Lord Kṛṣṇa is the religious principle for this age.” (CC Madhya-Līlā 11.98)
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Invocation

I'm just an insignificant servant of Śri Guru & Gauranga. 

“It is the living entity’s constitutional position to be an eternal servant of Kṛṣṇa because he is the marginal energy of Kṛṣṇa and a manifestation simultaneously one with and different from the Lord, like a molecular particle of sunshine or fire. Kṛṣṇa has three varieties of energy.” 

(Madhya 20.108-109)

Dedication

Please, let me dedicate this book to Śrīla Prabhupāda who started this Hare Kṛṣṇa movement in the West and who I am eternally thankful for. 

Foreword

Dear people of this world, 

most of you are stuck in the cycle of eat, sleep, mate, defend. I am very sad to see this. Feeling compassion in my heart, I want to help you transform this animalistic consciousness of temporary life to a higher, divine consciousness. 

Don't worry, there is hope. Eating from the streets, loitering here and there, following my tongue and passing stool at common places. All the time the dog would chase the she-dog to have intercourse and the great mass of society is doing the same. By Providence and the mercy of my spiritual master I was relieved from this act of living a degraded life to finding the true soul nature, a pure state of consciousness, free from fear and doubt. 

The dog is always afraid to be bitten by the she-dog and kicked by the master. He feels loyalty to both and knows an honest heart. Sometimes the dog whimsically sings poetry and howls for food. What life this dog is living. Many people hold dogs like this because they appreciate the same maturity of consciousness. Some dogs look like their owners and vice versa. This dog life of eating, sleeping, mating and defending sounds alright, but it is not befitting a human being who has the capacity to inquire about the Absolute Truth. 

“Life’s desires should never be directed toward sense gratification. One should desire only a healthy life, or self-preservation, since a human being is meant for inquiry about the Absolute Truth. Nothing else should be the goal of one’s works.” 

(Śrīmad Bhāgavatam 1.2.10)

No animal can ask questions about God, but humans can. Dogs may go to a temple or eat the remnants of sanctified food, but their capacity to understand and relish spiritual life is limited. 

Humans have the rare opportunity in this life to experience the divine gift of God consciousness. 

Our beloved teacher and spiritual master His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda explains that this Kṛṣṇa or God consciousness is sublime and everyone can take part in it. The process is simple. Simply by chanting Hare Kṛṣṇa Hare Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa Hare Hare Hare Rāma Hare Rāma Rāma Rāma Hare Hare one can experience spiritual bliss. One

can chant and dance in ecstasy with this Maha-Mantra, the great chant for deliverance and even a dog can take part in it. 

In the spiritual texts of Śrī Caitanya Caritamrta (Adi 10.1-2) it is said:

“Let me repeatedly offer my respectful obeisances unto the beelike devotees who always taste the honey of the lotus feet of Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu. If even a doggish non-devotee somehow takes shelter of such devotees, he enjoys the aroma of the lotus flower.” 

In the purport it is explained:

“Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu’s saṅkīrtana movement is so strong that even a doglike non-devotee can gradually become a devotee by the association of a devotee of Lord Caitanya. Śrīla Śivānanda Sena, a great householder devotee of Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu, attracted a dog on the street while going to Jagannātha Purī. The dog began to follow him and ultimately went to see Caitanya Mahāprabhu and was liberated. Similarly, cats and dogs in the household of Śrīvāsa Ṭhākura were also liberated. Cats and dogs and other animals are not expected to become devotees, but in the association of a pure devotee they are also delivered.” 

This is also the story of the author who sincerely prayed to be delivered from this calamity called material life. He met the devotees of Lord Kṛṣṇa and found shelter Part 1

The Church of Dignity

Initially, I was never thinking about religion or a philosophical search for the truth. However, over time this path cleared up, people called me an “old soul” and astrology was on my side. Guided by an innate attraction to God conscious people, I landed in a clean, brightly lit, and nicely smelling room in the neighbouring village. A confirmation class led by a priest was taking place, due to the fact that we all agreed to take part in this religious activity. I was twelve at that time, and all of my peers were already part of the church in some way or form. They all had received baptism by Christian priests early on. Even though my family, especially my grandparents, who all have lived next to a church for all their lives, wasn't pushing me in this direction, they were liberal and open to this path. In this regard, I can only blame the system of this modern age. 

Religion didn't seem attractive for most and many were fed up with this powerful institution. 

Anyhow, I learned about this confirmation early on, especially through the connotation that one can get a proper donation by this ceremony. So, here I was, sitting in the quarters of the protestant church community centre singing Christian Psalms and choosing one for my confirmation which would take place at some point. It was Psalm 23: The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 

 He refreshes my soul. 

 He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake. 

 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 

 You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
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