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Captain America






For other uses, see Captain America (disambiguation)[image: External link].

This article is about Steve Rogers. For the subsequent versions of the character, see List of incarnations of Captain America.

Captain America is a fictional character appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. Created by cartoonists Joe Simon and Jack Kirby, the character first appeared in Captain America Comics #1 (cover dated March 1941) from Timely Comics, a predecessor of Marvel Comics. Captain America was designed as a patriotic supersoldier who often fought the Axis powers of World War II and was Timely Comics' most popular character during the wartime period. The popularity of superheroes waned following the war and the Captain America comic book was discontinued in 1950, with a short-lived revival in 1953. Since Marvel Comics revived the character in 1964, Captain America has remained in publication.

Captain America wears a costume that bears an American flag motif, and is armed with a nearly indestructible shield that he throws at foes. The character is usually depicted as the alter ego of Steve Rogers, a frail young man enhanced to the peak of human perfection by an experimental serum to aid the United States government's efforts in World War II. Near the end of the war, he was trapped in ice and survived in suspended animation until he was revived in the present day. Although Captain America often struggles to maintain his ideals as a man out of his time with its modern realities, he remains a highly respected figure in his community which includes becoming the long-time leader of the Avengers.

Captain America was the first Marvel Comics character to have appeared in media outside comics with the release of the 1944 movie serial, Captain America. Since then, the character has been featured in other films and television series, more recently in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) portrayed by Chris Evans in Captain America: The First Avenger, The Avengers, Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Avengers: Age of Ultron, Captain America: Civil War, and the upcoming Avengers: Infinity War (2018) and its untitled sequel (2019).

Captain America is ranked sixth on IGN's "Top 100 Comic Book Heroes of All Time" in 2011,[1] second in their list of "The Top 50 Avengers" in 2012,[2] and second in their "Top 25 best Marvel superheroes" list in 2014.[3]
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 Creation




In 1940, writer Joe Simon conceived the idea for Captain America and made a sketch of the character in costume.[4] "I wrote the name 'Super American' at the bottom of the page," Simon said in his autobiography, and then considered:


No, it didn't work. There were too many "Supers" around. "Captain America" had a good sound to it. There weren't a lot of captains in comics. It was as easy as that. The boy companion was simply named Bucky, after my friend Bucky Pierson, a star on our high school basketball team.[5]



Simon recalled in his autobiography that Timely Comics publisher Martin Goodman gave him the go-ahead and directed that a Captain America solo comic book series be published as soon as possible. Needing to fill a full comic with primarily one character's stories, Simon did not believe that his regular creative partner, artist Jack Kirby, could handle the workload alone:


I didn't have a lot of objections to putting a crew on the first issue ... There were two young artists from Connecticut that had made a strong impression on me. Al Avison and Al Gabriele often worked together and were quite successful in adapting their individual styles to each other. Actually, their work was not too far from [that of] Kirby's. If they worked on it, and if one inker tied the three styles together, I believed the final product would emerge as quite uniform. The two Als were eager to join in on the new Captain America book, but Jack Kirby was visibly upset. "You're still number one, Jack," I assured him. "It's just a matter of a quick deadline for the first issue."

"I'll make the deadline," Jack promised. "I'll pencil it [all] myself and make the deadline." I hadn't expected this kind of reaction ... but I acceded to Kirby's wishes and, it turned out, was lucky that I did. There might have been two Als, but there was only one Jack Kirby ... I wrote the first Captain America book with penciled lettering right on the drawing boards, with very rough sketches for figures and backgrounds. Kirby did his thing, building the muscular anatomy, adding ideas and pepping up the action as only he could. Then he tightened up the penciled drawings, adding detailed backgrounds, faces and figures.[5]



Al Liederman would ink that first issue, which was lettered by Simon and Kirby's regular letterer, Howard Ferguson.[6]

Simon said Captain America was a consciously political creation; he and Kirby were morally repulsed by the actions of Nazi Germany in the years leading up to the United States' involvement in World War II and felt war was inevitable: "The opponents to the war were all quite well organized. We wanted to have our say too."[7]
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 Golden Age




Captain America Comics #1 — cover-dated March 1941[8] and on sale December 20, 1940,[9][10] a year before the attack on Pearl Harbor, but a full year into World War II — showed the protagonist punching Nazi leader Adolf Hitler; it sold nearly one million copies.[11] While most readers responded favorably to the comic, some took objection. Simon noted, "When the first issue came out we got a lot of ... threatening letters and hate mail. Some people really opposed what Cap stood for."[7] The threats, which included menacing groups of people loitering out on the street outside of the offices, proved so serious that police protection was posted with New York Mayor Fiorello La Guardia personally contacting Simon and Kirby to give his support.[12]

Though preceded as a "patriotically themed superhero" by MLJ's The Shield, Captain America immediately became the most prominent and enduring of that wave of superheroes introduced in American comic books prior to and during World War II,[13] as evidenced by the unusual move at the time of premiering the character in his own title instead of an anthology title first. This popularity drew the attention and a complaint from MLJ that the character's triangular shield too closely resembled the chest symbol of their Shield character. In response, Goodman had Simon and Kirby create a distinctive round shield for issue 2, which went on to become an iconic element of the character.[14] With his sidekick Bucky, Captain America faced Nazis, Japanese, and other threats to wartime America and the Allies. Stanley Lieber, now better known as Stan Lee, contributed to the character in issue #3 in the filler text story "Captain America Foils the Traitor's Revenge", which introduced the character's use of his shield as a returning throwing weapon.[15] Captain America soon became Timely's most popular character and even had a fan-club called the "Sentinels of Liberty".[7]

Circulation figures remained close to a million copies per month after the debut issue, which outstripped even the circulation of news magazines such as Time during the period.[13][16] After the Simon and Kirby team moved to DC Comics in late 1941, having produced Captain America Comics through issue #10 (January 1942), Al Avison and Syd Shores became regular pencillers of the celebrated title, with one generally inking over the other. The character was featured in All Winners Comics #1–19 (Summer 1941 – Fall 1946), Marvel Mystery Comics #80–84 and #86–92, USA Comics #6–17 (Dec. 1942 – Fall 1945), and All Select Comics #1–10 (Fall 1943 – Summer 1946).

In the post-war era, with the popularity of superheroes fading, Captain America led Timely's first superhero team, the All-Winners Squad, in its two published adventures, in All Winners Comics #19 and #21 (Fall–Winter 1946; there was no issue #20). After Bucky was shot and wounded in a 1948 Captain America story, he was succeeded by Captain America's girlfriend, Betsy Ross, who became the superheroine Golden Girl. Captain America Comics ran until issue #73 (July 1949),[17] at which time the series was retitled Captain America's Weird Tales for two issues,[18] with the finale being a horror/suspense anthology issue with no superheroes.

Atlas Comics attempted to revive its superhero titles when it reintroduced Captain America, along with the original Human Torch and the Sub-Mariner, in Young Men #24 (Dec. 1953). Billed as "Captain America, Commie Smasher!" Captain America appeared during the next year in Young Men #24–28 and Men's Adventures #27–28, as well as in issues #76–78 of an eponymous title. Atlas' attempted superhero revival was a commercial failure,[19] and the character's title was canceled with Captain America #78 (Sept. 1954).
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 Silver and Bronze Age




In the Human Torch story titled "Captain America" in Marvel Comics' Strange Tales #114 (Nov. 1963),[20] writer-editor Stan Lee and artist and co-plotter Jack Kirby depicted the brash young Fantastic Four member Johnny Storm, the Human Torch, in an exhibition performance with Captain America, described as a legendary World War II and 1950s superhero who has returned after many years of apparent retirement. The 18-page story ends with this Captain America revealed as an impostor: it was actually the villain the Acrobat, a former circus performer the Torch had defeated in Strange Tales #106, who broke two thieves out of jail, hoping to draw the police away while trying to rob the local bank. Afterward, Storm digs out an old comic book in which Captain America is shown to be Steve Rogers. A caption in the final panel says this story was a test to see if readers would like Captain America to return. According to Lee, fan response to the tryout was very enthusiastic.[21]

Captain America was then formally reintroduced in The Avengers #4 (March 1964),[22] which explained that in the final days of World War II, he had fallen from an experimental drone plane into the North Atlantic Ocean and spent decades frozen in a block of ice in a state of suspended animation. The hero found a new generation of readers as leader of that superhero team. Following the success of other Marvel characters introduced during the 1960s, Captain America was recast as a hero "haunted by past memories, and trying to adapt to 1960s society".[23]

After then guest-starring in the feature "Iron Man" in Tales of Suspense #58 (Oct. 1964), Captain America gained his own solo feature in that "split book", beginning the following issue.[24] Issue #63 (March 1965), which retold Captain America's origin, through issue #71 (Nov. 1965) was a period feature set during World War II and co-starred Captain America's Golden Age sidekick, Bucky. Kirby drew all but two of the stories in Tales of Suspense, which became Captain America with #100 (April 1968);[25] Gil Kane and John Romita Sr., each filled in once. Several stories were finished by penciller-inker George Tuska over Kirby layouts, with one finished by Romita Sr. and another by penciller Dick Ayers and inker John Tartaglione. Kirby's regular inkers on the series were Frank Giacoia (as "Frank Ray") and Joe Sinnott, though Don Heck and Golden Age Captain America artist Syd Shores inked one story each.

This series — considered Captain America volume one by comics researchers and historians,[26] following the 1940s Captain America Comics and its 1950s numbering continuation of Tales of Suspense — ended with #454 (Aug. 1996).

This series was almost immediately followed by the 13-issue Captain America vol. 2 (Nov. 1996 – Nov. 1997, part of the "Heroes Reborn" crossover),[27] the 50-issue Captain America vol. 3 (Jan. 1998 – Feb. 2002),[28] the 32-issue Captain America vol. 4 (June 2002 – Dec. 2004),[29] and Captain America vol. 5 (Jan. 2005 – Aug. 2011).[30] Beginning with the 600th overall issue (Aug. 2009), Captain America resumed its original numbering, as if the series numbering had continued uninterrupted after #454.
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 Modern Age




As part of the aftermath of Marvel Comics' company-crossover storyline "Civil War", Steve Rogers was ostensibly killed in Captain America vol. 5, #25 (March 2007).

The storyline of Rogers' return began in issue #600.[31][32] Rogers, who was not dead but caroming through time, returned to the present day in the six-issue miniseries Captain America: Reborn (Sept. 2009 – March 2010).[33]

After Rogers' return, Barnes, at Rogers' insistence, continued as Captain America, beginning in the one-shot comic Captain America: Who Will Wield the Shield? (Feb. 2010). While Bucky Barnes continued adventuring in the pages of Captain America, Steve Rogers received his own miniseries (Steve Rogers: Super-Soldier) as well as taking on the leadership position in a new Secret Avengers ongoing series.

Spinoff series included Captain America Sentinel of Liberty (Sept. 1998 – Aug. 1999) and Captain America and the Falcon (May 2004 – June 2005). The 1940s Captain America appeared alongside the 1940s Human Torch and Sub-Mariner in the 12-issue miniseries Avengers/Invaders.[34][35] The 2007 mini-series Captain America: The Chosen, written by David Morrell and penciled by Mitchell Breitweiser, depicts a dying Steve Rogers' final minutes, at S.H.I.E.L.D. headquarters, as his spirit guides James Newman, a young American Marine fighting in Afghanistan. The Chosen is not part of the main Marvel Universe continuity.[36][37]

During the "Two Americas" storyline that ran in issues #602-605, the series drew controversy for the similarity between protesters depicted in the comic and the Tea Party movement. Particularly drawing scorn was a panel of a protester holding sign that read "Tea Bag the Libs Before They Tea Bag You!"[38] Also drawing controversy were remarks made by the Falcon implying that the crowd is racist.[39] In his column on Comic Book Resources, Marvel Comics Editor-in-Chief Joe Quesada apologized for the sign, claiming that it was mistake added by the letterer at the last minute.[40]

The character, first as agent Steve Rogers and later after resuming his identity as Captain America, appeared as a regular character throughout the 2010–2013 Avengers series, from issue #1 (July 2010) through its final issue #34 (January 2013). The character appeared as agent Steve Rogers as a regular character in the 2010–2013 Secret Avengers series, from issue #1 (July 2010) through issue #21 (March 2012); the character made guest appearances as Captain America in issues #21.1, #22–23, #35, and the final issue of the series #37 (March 2013).

Marvel stated in May 2011 that Rogers, following the public death of Bucky Barnes in the Fear Itself miniseries, would resume his Captain America identity in a sixth volume of Captain America, by writer Ed Brubaker and artist Steve McNiven.[41][42] The Captain America title continued from issue #620 featuring team up stories with Bucky (#620-#628),[43] Hawkeye (#629-#632),[44] Iron Man (#633–635),[45] Namor (#635.1),[46] and Black Widow (#636-#640),[47] and the title ended its print run with issue #640.

Captain America is a regular character in Uncanny Avengers (2012), beginning with issue #1 as part of Marvel NOW!. Captain America vol. 7 was launched in November 2012 with a January 2013 cover date by writer Rick Remender and artist John Romita Jr..[48]

On July 16, 2014 Marvel Comics announced that the mantle of Captain America would be passed on by Rogers (who in the most recent storyline has been turned into a 90-year-old man) to his long-time ally The Falcon, with the series being relaunched as All-New Captain America.[49]

Marvel announced that Rogers will become Captain America once again in the comic series Captain America: Steve Rogers.[50] This new series follows the events of “Avengers: Standoff!,” in which Captain America is restored to his youthful state following an encounter with the sentient Cosmic Cube, Kobik, and his past is drastically rewritten under the instructions of the Red Skull. Afterward, Captain America plots to set himself and Hydra in a position where they can conquer America in Marvel’s upcoming event “Secret Empire.”[51]
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 Legal status




In 1966 Joe Simon sued the owners of Marvel Comics, asserting that he – not Marvel – was legally entitled to renew the copyright upon the expiration of the original 28-year term. The two parties settled out of court, with Simon agreeing to a statement that the character had been created under terms of employment by the publisher, and therefore it was work for hire owned by them.[52]

In 1999, Simon filed to claim the copyright to Captain America under a provision of the Copyright Act of 1976 which allowed the original creators of works that had been sold to corporations to reclaim them after the original 56-year copyright term (but not the longer term enacted by the new legislation) had expired. Marvel Entertainment challenged the claim, arguing that the settlement of Simon's 1966 suit made the character ineligible for termination of the copyright transfer. Simon and Marvel settled out of court in 2003, in a deal that paid Simon royalties for merchandising and licensing use of the character.[52][53]
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 1940s




Steven Rogers was born in the Lower East Side of Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], in 1925 to poor Irish immigrants, Sarah and Joseph Rogers.[54] Joseph died when Steve was a child, and Sarah died of pneumonia while Steve was a teen. By early 1940, before America's entry into World War II, Rogers is a tall, scrawny fine arts student specializing in illustration and a comic book writer and artist.

Disturbed by the rise of the Third Reich, Rogers attempts to enlist but is rejected due to his frail body. His resolution attracts the notice of U.S. Army General Chester Phillips and "Project: Rebirth". Rogers is used as a test subject for the Super-Soldier project, receiving a special serum made by "Dr. Josef Reinstein",[55][56] later retroactively changed to a code name for the scientist Abraham Erskine.[57]

The serum is a success and transforms Steve Rogers into a nearly perfect human being with peak strength, agility, stamina, and intelligence. The success of the program leaves Erskine wondering about replicating the experiment on other human beings.[56] The process itself has been inconsistently detailed: While in the original material Rogers is shown receiving injections of the Super-Serum, when the origin was retold in the 1960s, the Comic Code Authority had already put a veto over graphic description of drug intake and abuse, and thus the Super-Serum was retconned into an oral formula.[58] Later accounts hint at a combination of oral and intravenous treatments with a strenuous training regimen, culminating in the Vita-Ray exposure.

Erskine refused to write down every crucial element of the treatment, leaving behind a flawed, imperfect knowledge of the steps. Thus, when the Nazi spy Heinz Kruger killed him, Erskine's method of creating new Super-Soldiers died. Captain America, in his first act after his transformation, avenges Erskine. In the 1941 origin story and in Tales of Suspense #63, Kruger dies when running into machinery but is not killed by Rogers; in the Captain America #109 and #255 revisions, Rogers causes the spy's death by punching him into machinery.[56]

Unable to create new Super-Soldiers and willing to hide the Project Rebirth fiasco, the American government casts Rogers as a patriotic superhero, able to counter the menace of the Red Skull as a counter-intelligence agent. He is supplied with a patriotic uniform of his own design,[54] a bulletproof shield, a personal side arm, and the codename Captain America, while posing as a clumsy infantry private at Camp Lehigh in Virginia. He forms a friendship with the camp's teenage mascot, James Buchanan "Bucky" Barnes.[55]

Barnes learns of Rogers' dual identity and offers to keep the secret if he can become Captain America's sidekick. During their adventures, Franklin D. Roosevelt presents Captain America with a new shield, forged from an alloy of steel and vibranium, fused by an unknown catalyst, so effective that it replaces his own firearm.[57] Throughout World War II, Captain America and Bucky fight the Nazi menace both on their own and as members of the superhero team the Invaders as seen in the 1970s comic of the same name.[59] Captain America fights in numerous battles in World War II, primarily as a member of 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment "Blue Spaders".[60] Captain America battles a number of criminal menaces on American soil, including a wide variety of costumed villains: the Wax Man,[61] the Hangman,[62] the Fang,[63] the Black Talon,[64] and the White Death,[65] among others.

In addition to Bucky, Captain America was occasionally assisted by the Sentinels of Liberty.[66] Sentinels of Liberty was the title given to members of the Captain America Comics fan club who Captain America sometimes addressed as an aside, or as characters in the Captain America Comics stories.

In late April 1945, during the closing days of World War II, Captain America and Bucky try to stop the villainous Baron Zemo from destroying an experimental drone plane. Zemo launches the plane with an armed explosive on it with Rogers and Barnes in hot pursuit. The pair reaches the plane just before take off. When Bucky tries to defuse the bomb, it explodes in mid-air. Rogers is hurled into the freezing waters of the North Atlantic. Both are presumed dead, though it is later revealed that neither one died.[67]
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 Late 1940s to 1950s




Captain America appeared in comics for the next few years, changing from World War II-era hero fighting the Nazis to confronting the United States' newest enemy, Communism. The revival of the character in the mid-1950s was short-lived, and events during that time period are later retconned to show that multiple people operated using the code name to explain the changes in the character. These post World War II successors are listed as William Naslund and Jeffrey Mace.

The last of these other official Captains, William Burnside,[68] was a history graduate enamored with the Captain America mythos, having his appearance surgically altered to resemble Rogers and legally changing his name to "Steve Rogers", becoming the new "1950s Captain America".[69] He self-administered to himself and his pupil James "Jack" Monroe a flawed, incomplete copy of the Super-Serum, which made no mention about the necessary Vita-Ray portion of the treatment. As a result, while Burnside and Monroe became the new Captain America and Bucky, they became violently paranoid, often raving about innocent people being communist sympathizers during the height of the Red Scare of the 1950s. Their insanity forced the U.S. government to place them in indefinite cryogenic storage until they could be cured of their mental illness.[70] Monroe would later be cured and assume the Nomad identity.[71]
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 1960s to 1970s




Years later, the superhero team the Avengers discovers Steve Rogers' body in the North Atlantic. After he revives, they piece together that Rogers has been preserved in a block of ice since 1945, surviving because of his enhancements from Project: Rebirth. The block began to melt after the Sub-Mariner, enraged that an Inuit tribe is worshipping the frozen figure, throws it into the ocean.[67] Rogers accepts membership in the Avengers, and his experience in individual combat service and his time with the Invaders makes him a valuable asset. He quickly assumes leadership[72] and has typically returned to that position throughout the team's history.

Captain America is plagued by guilt for having been unable to prevent Bucky's death. Although he takes the young Rick Jones (who closely resembles Bucky) under his tutelage, he refuses for some time to allow Jones to take up the Bucky identity, not wishing to be responsible for another youth's death. Insisting that his hero move on from that loss, Jones convinces Rogers to let him don the Bucky costume,[73] but this partnership lasts only a short time; a disguised Red Skull, impersonating Rogers with the help of the Cosmic Cube, drives Jones away.

Rogers reunites with his old war comrade Nick Fury, who is similarly well-preserved due to the "Infinity Formula". As a result, Rogers regularly undertakes missions for the security agency S.H.I.E.L.D., for which Fury is public director.[74] Through Fury, Rogers befriends Sharon Carter, a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent,[75] with whom he eventually begins a romantic relationship.

Rogers later meets and trains Sam Wilson, who becomes the superhero the Falcon,[76] the first African-American superhero in mainstream comic books.[77][78] The characters established an enduring friendship and adventuring partnership, sharing the series title for some time as Captain America and the Falcon.[79] The two later encounter the revived but still insane 1950s Captain America.[69][70][80][81][82] Although Rogers and the Falcon defeat the faux Rogers and Jack Monroe, Rogers becomes deeply disturbed that he could have suffered his counterpart's fate. During this period, Rogers temporarily gains super strength.[83]

The series dealt with the Marvel Universe's version of the Watergate scandal,[84][85][86] making Rogers so uncertain about his role that he abandons his Captain America identity in favor of one called Nomad,[87] emphasizing the word's meaning as "man without a country". During this time, several men unsuccessfully assume the Captain America identity.[88] Rogers eventually re-assumes it after coming to consider that the identity could be a symbol of American ideals and not its government; it's a personal conviction epitomized when he later confronted a corrupt Army officer attempting to manipulate him by appealing to his loyalty, "I'm loyal to nothing, General ... except the [American] Dream." Jack Monroe, cured of his mental instability, later takes up the Nomad alias.[89] Sharon Carter is believed to have been killed while under the mind control of Dr. Faustus.[90]
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 1980s to 1990s




The 1980s included a run by writer Roger Stern and artist John Byrne. Stern had Rogers consider a run for President of the United States in Captain America #250 (June 1980),[91] an idea originally developed by Roger McKenzie and Don Perlin. Stern, in his capacity as editor of the title, originally rejected the idea but later changed his mind about the concept.[92][93] McKenzie and Perlin received credit for the idea on the letters page at Stern's insistence.[94] Stern additionally introduced a new love interest, law student Bernie Rosenthal, in Captain America #248 (Aug. 1980).[95]

Writer J. M. DeMatteis revealed the true face and full origin of the Red Skull in Captain America #298–300, and had Captain America take on Jack Monroe, Nomad, as a partner for a time.[89] Around this time, the heroes gathered by the Beyonder elect Rogers as leader during their stay on Battleworld in the 1984 miniseries Secret Wars. Homophobia is dealt with as Rogers runs into a childhood friend named Arnold Roth who is gay.[96][97]

Mark Gruenwald became the writer of the series with issue #307 (July 1985) and wrote 137 issues for 10 consecutive years from until #443 (Sept. 1995),[98] the most issues by any single author in the character's history. Gruenwald created several new foes, including Crossbones and the Serpent Society. Other Gruenwald characters included Diamondback,[99] Super Patriot,[100] and Demolition Man.[101] Gruenwald explored numerous political and social themes as well, such as extreme idealism when Captain America fights the anti-nationalist terrorist Flag-Smasher;[102] and vigilantism when he hunts the murderous Scourge of the Underworld.[103]

Rogers receives a large back-pay reimbursement dating back to his disappearance at the end of World War II, and a government commission orders him to work directly for the U.S. government. Already troubled by the corruption he had encountered with the Nuke incident in New York City[image: External link],[104] Rogers chooses instead to resign his identity,[105][106] and then takes the alias of "the Captain".[107] A replacement Captain America, John Walker, struggles to emulate Rogers' ideals until pressure from hidden enemies helps to drive Walker insane. Rogers returns to the Captain America identity[108] while a recovered Walker becomes the U.S. Agent.[109]

Sometime afterward, Rogers avoids the explosion of a methamphetamine[image: External link] lab, but the drug triggers a chemical reaction in the Super-Soldier serum in his system. To combat the reaction, Rogers has the serum removed from his body and trains constantly to maintain his physical condition.[110] A retcon later establishes that the serum was not a drug per se, which would have metabolized out of his system, but in fact a virus-like organism that effected a biochemical and genetic change. This additionally explained how nemesis the Red Skull, who at the time inhabited a body cloned from Rogers' cells, has the formula in his body.

Because of his altered biochemistry, Rogers' body begins to deteriorate, and for a time he must wear a powered exoskeleton and is eventually placed again in suspended animation. During this time, he is given a transfusion of blood from the Red Skull, which cures his condition and stabilizes the Super-Soldier virus in his system. Captain America returns to crime fighting and the Avengers.[111][112]

Following Gruenwald's departure from the series, Mark Waid took over and resurrected Sharon Carter as Cap's love interest. The title was then relaunched under Rob Liefeld as Cap became part of the Heroes Reborn universe for 13 issues[113] before another relaunch restored Waid to the title[114] in an arc that saw Cap lose his shield for a time using an energy based shield as a temporary replacement. Following Waid's run, Dan Jurgens took over and introduced new foe Protocide, a failed recipient of the Super Soldier serum prior to the experiment that successfully created Rogers. Some time after this, Rogers' original shield was retrieved, but subtle damage sustained during the battle with the Beyonder resulted in it being shattered and a 'vibranium cancer' being triggered that would destroy all vibranium in the world, with Rogers nearly being forced to destroy the shield before a confrontation with the villain Klaw saw Klaw's attacks unwittingly repair the shield's fractured molecular bonds and negate the cancer.[115]
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 21st century
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In the aftermath of the September 11 terrorist attacks[image: External link], Rogers reveals his identity to the world and establishes a residence in the Red Hook neighborhood of Brooklyn[image: External link], New York, as seen in Captain America vol. 4, #1–7 (June 2002 – Feb. 2003).[116] Following the disbandment of the Avengers in the "Avengers Disassembled" story arc, Rogers, now employed by S.H.I.E.L.D., discovers Bucky is alive, having been saved and deployed by the Soviets[image: External link] as the Winter Soldier. Rogers resumes his on-again, off-again relationship with S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Sharon Carter. After a mass supervillain break-out of the Raft, Rogers and Tony Stark assemble a new team of Avengers to hunt the escapees.

In the 2006–2007 company-wide story arc "Civil War", Rogers opposes the new mandatory federal registration of super-powered beings[image: External link], and leads the underground anti-registration movement. After significant rancor and danger to the public as the two sides clash, Captain America voluntarily surrenders and orders the Anti-Registration forces to stand down, feeling that the fight has reached a point where the principle originally cited by the anti-registration forces has been lost.[117]

In the story arc "The Death of Captain America", Rogers is fatally shot by Sharon Carter, whose actions are manipulated by the villain Dr. Faustus.[118][119] The miniseries Fallen Son: The Death of Captain America #1–5 (June–Aug. 2007) examines the reaction of the stunned superhero community to Rogers' assassination, with each of the five issues focusing a different character's reaction. Bucky takes on the mantle of Captain America, per Rogers' antemortem[image: External link] request.[120][121]

Captain America: Reborn #1 (Aug. 2009) reveals that Rogers did not die, as the gun Sharon Carter had been hypnotized into firing at Rogers caused his consciousness to phase in and out of space and time, appearing at various points in his lifetime. Although Rogers manages to relay a message to the future by giving a time-delayed command to the Vision during the Kree-Skrull War, the Skull returns Rogers to the present, where he takes control of Rogers' mind and body. Rogers eventually regains control, and, with help from his allies, defeats the Skull.[122] In the subsequent one-shot comic Captain America: Who Will Wield the Shield?, Rogers formally grants Bucky his Captain America shield and asks him to continue as Captain America. The President of the United States grants Rogers a full pardon for his anti-registration actions.
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Following his seeming return from the dead, Rogers is an important figure in the 2010 "Siege" and "Heroic Age" storylines.[123]

Rogers is appointed head of the nation's security by the President,[124] replacing Norman Osborn as the tenth Executive Director of S.H.I.E.L.D.. The Superhuman Registration Act is repealed and Rogers re-establishes the superhero team the Avengers.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] In the miniseries Steve Rogers: Super Soldier, he encounters Jacob Erskine, the grandson of Professor Abraham Erskine and the son of Tyler Paxton, one of Rogers' fellow volunteers in the Super-Soldier program.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Rogers subsequently becomes leader of the Secret Avengers, a black-ops superhero team.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Steve Rogers and Thor are the main characters emphasized in the 2011 "Fear Itself" storyline, in which the Earth is threatened by a global panic caused by Thor's uncle Cul, an Asgardian fear deity known the Serpent.[125][126][127] During the storyline, after Bucky is apparently killed by the villainous Skadi, Rogers returns to using his old Captain America uniform.[128] During their confrontation, the Serpent breaks Captain America's shield with his bare hands.[129] In their final battle, Captain America uses Thor's hammer to fight Skadi until Thor manages to kill the Serpent. In the aftermath of the battle, Iron Man presents Rogers with his restored shield, now stronger for enhancements it received when it was reforged in Asgard.[130] It is then revealed that Captain America, Nick Fury, and Black Widow are the only ones who know that Bucky actually survived, and resumes his identity as Winter Soldier.[131]

In the 2012 "Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link]" story arc, Captain America attempts to apprehend Hope Summers of the X-Men, who is the targeted vessel for the Phoenix Force, a destructive cosmic entity. Captain America believes that this Phoenix Force is too dangerous to entrust in one person and seeks to prevent Hope from having it, which brings the Avengers into direct conflict with the X-Men.[132][133][134][135] By the storyline's end Captain America assembles the Avengers Unity Squad, which is composed of both Avengers and X-Men, in order to encourage unity among mutants and non-mutants.[136]

In a 2014 storyline in which he battles the Iron Nail, the Super-Soldier Serum within Rogers's body is neutralized, causing him to age rapidly to match his chronological age of 90+ years.[137] No longer able to take part in field missions but retaining his sharp mind, Rogers becomes a mission coordinator, and appoints Sam Wilson to replace him as Captain America.[138]

As part of Marvel's 2015 All-New, All-Different Marvel branding, Steve Rogers becomes the new Chief of Civilian Oversight for S.H.I.E.L.D.[139]

During the 2016 "Avengers: Standoff!" storyline, Rogers' youth is restored by the cosmic-powered entity known as Kobik.[140] He joins with his fellow heroes to defeat Zemo.[141]

Captain America is a central figure in the 2016–2017 "Civil War II[image: External link]" storyline, in which Ulysses Cain, an Inhuman with precognitive powers, experiences a vision that is interpreted by the superhero community to mean that Miles Morales would kill Steve Rogers,[142] though this scenario does not come to pass.[143][144][145][146]

Captain America: Steve Rogers #1 (July 2016) reveals that Rogers has been a Hydra double-agent since his boyhood,[147][148][149] an inadvertent side effect of Kobik's restoration of Rogers' youth.[150][151] It is also revealed that Rogers' abusive parents, Joseph and Sarah, were murdered by Hydra.[152][153]

In the 2017 "Secret Empire" storyline, Rogers, as the head of S.H.I.E.L.D, uses a subsequent alien invasion and a mass supervillain assault in order to neutralize the superheroes that might oppose him,[154] and seeks the Cosmic Cube to bring about a reality in which Hydra won World War II.[155] When Rick smuggles information about the Cube's rewriting of Rogers' reality to the remaining free Avengers, a disheveled, bearded man in a torn World War II army uniform appears who introduces himself as Steve Rogers.[156]
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Captain America has no superhuman powers, but through the Super-Soldier Serum and "Vita-Ray" treatment, he is transformed and his strength, endurance, agility, speed, reflexes, durability, and healing are at the zenith of natural human potential. Rogers' body regularly replenishes the super-soldier serum; it does not wear off.[110]

Although he lacks superhuman strength, Captain America is one of the few mortal beings who has been deemed worthy enough to wield Thor's hammer Mjolnir.[157]
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 Tactician and field commander




Rogers' battle experience and training make him an expert tactician and an excellent field commander, with his teammates frequently deferring to his orders in battle. Thor has stated that Rogers is one of the very few humans he will take orders from and follow "through the gates of Hades".[158] Rogers' reflexes and senses are extraordinarily keen. He has blended judo, western boxing, kickboxing, and gymnastics into his own unique fighting style and is a master of multiple martial arts. Years of practice with his near-indestructible shield make him able to aim and throw it with almost unerring accuracy. His skill with his shield is such that he can attack multiple targets in succession with a single throw or even cause a boomerang[image: External link]-like return from a throw to attack an enemy from behind. In canon, he is regarded by other skilled fighters as one of the best hand-to-hand combatants in the Marvel Universe, limited only by his human physique.[159][160] Although the super-soldier serum is an important part of his strength, Rogers has shown himself still sufficiently capable against stronger opponents, even when the serum has been deactivated reverting him to his pre-Captain America physique.[161]

Rogers has vast U.S. military[image: External link] knowledge and is often shown to be familiar with ongoing, classified Defense Department operations. He is an expert in combat strategy, survival, acrobatics, parkour, military strategy, piloting, and demolitions. Despite his high profile as one of the world's most popular and recognizable superheroes, Rogers has a broad understanding of the espionage community, largely through his ongoing relationship with S.H.I.E.L.D. He is a talented artist, and has worked on the Captain America comic book published in the Marvel universe. Other career fields include commercial arts, teaching high school history, and law enforcement.
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 Super-Soldier Serum




The formula enhances all of his metabolic functions and prevents the build-up of fatigue poisons in his muscles, giving him endurance far in excess of an ordinary human being. This accounts for many of his extraordinary feats, including bench pressing 1200 pounds (545 kg) and running a mile (1.6 km) in 73 seconds (49 mph/78 kph).[162] Furthermore, his enhancements are the reason why he was able to survive being frozen in suspended animation for decades. He is highly resistant to hypnosis or gases that could limit his focus.[163] The secrets of creating a super-soldier were lost with the death of its creator, Dr. Abraham Erskine.[58] In the ensuing decades there have been numerous attempts to recreate Erskine's treatment, only to have them end in failure. Even worse, the attempts have instead often created psychopathic supervillains of which Captain America's 1950s imitator and Nuke are the most notorious examples.
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 Weapons and equipment




Further information: Captain America's shield


Captain America has used multiple shields throughout his history, the most prevalent of which is a nigh-indestructible disc-shaped shield made from an experimental alloy of steel and the fictional vibranium.[164][165] The shield was cast by American metallurgist Dr. Myron MacLain, who was contracted by the U.S. government, from orders of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, to create an impenetrable substance to use for tanks during World War II.[164] This alloy was created by accident and never duplicated, although efforts to reverse-engineer it resulted in the discovery of adamantium.[166]

Captain America often uses his shield as an offensive throwing weapon. The first instance of Captain America's trademark ricocheting shield-toss occurs in Stan Lee's first comics writing, the two-page text story "Captain America Foils the Traitor's Revenge" in Captain America Comics #3 (May 1941).[15] The legacy of the shield among other comics characters includes the time-traveling mutant superhero Cable telling Captain America that his shield still exists in one of the possible futures; Cable carries it into battle and brandishes it as a symbol.[167]

When without his trademark shield, Captain America sometimes uses other shields made from less durable metals such as steel,[168] or even a photonic energy shield designed to mimic a vibranium matrix.[169] Rogers, having relinquished his regular shield to Barnes, carried a variant of the energy shield which can be used with either arm, and used to either block attacks or as an improvised offensive weapon able to cut through metal with relative ease.[170] Much like his Vibranium shield, the energy shield can be thrown, including ricocheting off multiple surfaces and returning to his hand.[171]

Captain America's uniform is made of a fire-retardant material, and he wears a lightweight, bulletproof duralumin scale armor beneath his uniform for added protection.[57] Originally, Rogers' mask was a separate piece of material, but an early engagement had it dislodged, thus almost exposing his identity. To prevent a recurrence of the situation, Rogers modified the mask with connecting material to his uniform, an added benefit of which was extending his armor to cover his previously exposed neck. As a member of the Avengers, Rogers has an Avengers priority card, which serves as a communications device.

Captain America has used a custom specialized motorcycle, modified by the S.H.I.E.L.D. weapons laboratory, as well as a custom-built battle van, constructed by the Wakanda Design Group with the ability to change its color for disguise purposes (red, white and blue), and fitted to store and conceal the custom motorcycle in its rear section with a frame that allows Rogers to launch from the vehicle riding it.
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Main article: List of Captain America enemies


Captain America has faced numerous foes in over 70 years of published adventures. Many of his recurring foes embody ideologies contrary to the American values that Captain America is shown to strive for and believes in. Some examples of these opposing values are Nazism (Red Skull, Baron Zemo), Neo-Nazism (Crossbones, Doctor Faustus), technocratic fascism (AIM, Arnim Zola), Communism (Aleksander Lukin), anarchism (Flag Smasher) and international and domestic terrorism (Hydra).
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Main article: Alternative versions of Captain America
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Main article: Captain America in other media
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List of incarnations of Captain America






Captain America is the name of several fictional characters[image: External link] appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. The first, and main, character was Steve Rogers, who was created by Joe Simon and Jack Kirby. Other characters have adopted the alias over the years and following Rogers' death[image: External link] his former sidekick James Buchanan Barnes (Bucky) picked up the mantle. Late 2010s storlines have his sometime crime fighting partner Sam Wilson assuming the role.

Earth-616

Steven Rogers (Revolutionary War Era)

Captain Steven Rogers, the 18th century ancestor to the World War 2 Super-Soldier serum recipient. He wore a colorful costume same as his descendant and carried a round cast iron shield as shown in Captain America: Sentinel of Liberty #6 (March 1999). But Revolutionary War Rogers acted as such before the USA existed formally as an independent country. Thus, while addressed as "Captain America", Revolutionary War Rogers is largely not considered part of the formal line.

Steve Rogers

Main article: Captain America


Steve Rogers was a scrawny Army reject who was given the Super-Soldier serum, becoming the only complete success for Project: Rebirth, and the first formal person to be termed as "Captain America" as created and controlled by the Marvel Universe USA government.

Isaiah Bradley

Main article: Isaiah Bradley


As depicted in the 2003 limited series Truth: Red, White & Black, the World War II Super Soldier program of 1942, which used African American[image: External link] test subjects to re-create the formula that had been used to turn Steve Rogers into Captain America. The clandestine experimentation that empowered Isaiah held similarities with the Tuskegee Syphilis Study[image: External link].[1][2] Considered to be the "Black Captain America", Isaiah Bradley became an underground legend among much of the African-American community in the Marvel Universe. Isaiah is also the grandfather of Elijah Bradley (aka Patriot[image: External link]).

William Nasland

Main article: Spirit of '76 (Marvel Comics)


After Steven Rogers went MIA[image: External link] and was presumed dead, William Nasland, on appointment by U.S. President[image: External link] Harry S. Truman[image: External link], became the next Captain America. He is the first replacement, and second character called Captain America.[3] Editorially the story was considered as canon to repair Marvel's conflicting accounts of Captain America in 1950s and 1960s.[4][5]

Jeffrey Mace

Main article: Jeffrey Mace


Following the death of William Nasland, Jeffrey Mace assumes the identity of Captain America. He is the second replacement, and third character overall who assumes the Captain America mantle.

William Burnside

Main article: Grand Director


After Jeffrey Mace's retirement, a college professor named William Burnside assumes the identity of Steven Rogers and in response to the threat of a Communist Red Skull, the identity of Captain America.[6] The character along with his Bucky[image: External link] would battle communism throughout the 1950s. Unfortunately, he used a flawed Nazi copy of Project Rebirth to enhance his body which didn't include the treatment's Vita-Ray component. As a result, he developed a violent paranoia that necessitated him being arrested and put into suspended animation.

Bob Russo

Bob Russo wore the star-spangled costume for a single outing in Captain America #178[7] after Steven Rogers had abandoned the Captain America identity. Bob never received the iconic shield from Rogers, and abandoned the role after he injured his arm slamming into a wall on his first outing.

"Scar" Turpin

Turpin is shown wearing the star-spangled costume for a single fight in Captain America #179,[8] when Steven Rogers had abandoned the Captain America identity. Seemingly abandoned the role after a severe beating from a street gang called the Road Runners. He also never received the shield from Rogers.

Roscoe Simons

Simmons wore the star-spangled costume during the time Steven Rogers used the new costumed identity of Nomad beginning in Captain America #181.[9] He was given the shield by Rogers and was the junior partner to Falcon. Killed by the original Red Skull in issue #183.

John Walker

Main article: U.S. Agent


After Rogers was stripped of his mantle as Captain America by the U.S. Government[image: External link], the former Super-Patriot John Walker, was appointed by the government as the new Captain America.[10]

Sam Wilson

Main article: Falcon (comics)


The former partner of Steve Rogers briefly assumed the mantle of Captain America early in his career.[11] Wilson resumed the mantle when Rogers temporarily lost his Super Soldier enhancements. Wilson resumes the role, starting in comics published in late 2014.

James Buchanan Barnes

Main article: Bucky Barnes


Following the death of Steve Rogers, close friend and former sidekick, James Buchanan "Bucky" Barnes, assumes the position of Captain America.

Dave Rickford

Dave Rickford is a former special forces soldier who attained an augmentation, giving him superpowers, from Dr. Malus[image: External link] and The Power Broker[image: External link]. He decided to become the new Captain America after Bucky got tangled up in legal problems, and Steve Rogers had returned and assumed position as the head of S.H.I.E.L.D.. He's kidnapped by A.I.M., then rescued by Rogers who convinces Rickford that the duties of the position are dangerous, thus leading to the end of his time as Captain America.[12]

Alternate universes

Scott Summers

In an alternate future of the Ultimate Universe[image: External link], Scott Summers assumes the mantle of Captain America after their reality's Steve Rogers dies, and leads a small team of X-Men.[13]

Danielle Cage

Further information: Danielle Cage[image: External link]


Danielle Cage is the daughter of Luke Cage and Jessica Jones[image: External link] who is shown in the role of Captain America in Ultron Forever. Cage operates in a future version of New York City that has been flooded, and battles criminals like the Golden Skull. She utilizes the short-lived magnetic components Steve once used on the shield in order to better control it. It's also mentioned that she was mentored by an aged version of Black Widow, who goes by the name Madame Natasha.[14] She is currently a member of the U.S.Avengers.[15]

Kiyoshi Morales

In the Captain America Corps limited series, a future incarnation of Captain America known as Commander A appears as one of the main characters. His real name is Kiyoshi Morales, and he is stated to be of mixed Japanese, African-American, Latino, and Native American ancestry, and he is also implied to be a descendant of Luke Cage. He wields two energy force-field shields similar to the one that had once been used by Steve Rogers, after he temporarily lost vibranium shield.[16]

Roberta Mendez

In the Marvel 2099[image: External link] line, the new Captain America is a woman named Roberta Mendez. She suffers from an artificially induced split personality[image: External link], leaving her unaware of her powers or her activities as Captain America. In her day job, she is a receptionist at the Alchemax[image: External link] corporation. She wields energy force-field wings, reminiscent of those used by Sam Wilson, and an energy shield as well.[17]

Samantha Wilson

On Earth-65[image: External link], Captain America is an African-American woman named Samantha Wilson. It is revealed that during the 1940s, Samantha underwent Project Rebirth[image: External link] after the other potential candidates (Steve Rogers, Bucky Barnes and Isaiah Bradley) were heavily injured by Nazi saboteurs. She became her reality's Captain America, but was thought lost after sacrificing her life to stop Arnim Zola. In reality, she was trapped in an alternate reality where time moved differently, and when she escaped, she found that 75 years had passed on her world. In the present, she continues the fight as an agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. under Peggy Carter.[18]

See also


	Captain America's shield

	Captain Midlands[image: External link]

	Red Guardian

	Anti-Cap[image: External link]

	Josiah X[image: External link]
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^ Comics as Philosophy[image: External link] p. 54


	
^ Encyclopedia of comic books and graphic novels, Volume 2[image: External link] by M. Keith Booker, p.498


	
^ Roy Thomas (w), Frank Robbins (p), Frank Springer[image: External link] (i). "What if the Invaders Had Stayed Together After World War Two?" What If?[image: External link] 4 (August 1977), Marvel Comics


	
^ J. M. DeMatteis (w), Ron Wilson[image: External link] (p), Vince Colletta (i). "The Shadows of the Past" Captain America Annual 6 (1982), Marvel Comics


	
^ J. M. DeMatteis (w), Sal Buscema (p), Kim DeMulder (i). "Letting Go" Captain America 285 (September 2983), Marvel Comics


	
^ Steve Englehart, Stan Lee (w), Sal Buscema, John Romita[image: External link] (p), Frank McLaughlin[image: External link], John Romita (i). "The Incredible Origin of the Other Captain America" Captain America 155 (November 1972), Marvel Comics


	
^ Captain America #178 (Oct. 1974)


	
^ Captain America #179 (Nov. 1974)


	
^ Captain America #181-#183 (Jan. 1975 - March 1975)


	
^ Captain America #333


	
^ Captain America: Sentinel of Liberty #8-9 (April - May 1999)


	
^ Captain America #615.1 (May 2011)


	
^ Ultimate Fantastic Four/Ultimate X-Men Annual #1
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Jack Kirby






For other people named Jack Kirby, see Jack Kirby (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Not to be confused with Jack Kilby[image: External link].

Jack Kirby (/'ke:rbi /[image: External link]; born Jacob Kurtzberg /'ke:rtsbe:rg /[image: External link]; August 28, 1917 – February 6, 1994),[5] was an American[image: External link] comic book artist[image: External link], writer, and editor[image: External link], widely regarded as one of the medium's major innovators and one of its most prolific and influential creators.

Kirby grew up in New York City, and learned to draw cartoon figures by tracing characters from comic strips and editorial cartoons. He entered the nascent comics industry in the 1930s, drawing various comics features under different pen names[image: External link], including Jack Curtiss, before ultimately settling on Jack Kirby. In 1940, he and writer-editor Joe Simon created the highly successful superhero character Captain America for Timely Comics, predecessor of Marvel Comics. During the 1940s, Kirby, regularly teamed with Simon, created numerous characters for that company and for National Comics Publications, later to become DC Comics.

After serving in World War II, Kirby produced work for a number of publishers, including DC, Harvey Comics, Hillman Periodicals[image: External link]. At Crestwood Publications he and Simon created the genre of romance comics[image: External link] and later founded their own short-lived comic company, Mainline Publications. Ultimately, Kirby found himself at Timely's 1950s iteration, Atlas Comics, which in the next decade became Marvel. There, in the 1960s, Kirby and writer-editor Stan Lee co-created many of the company's major characters, including the Fantastic Four, the X-Men, and the Hulk. The Lee-Kirby titles garnered high sales and critical acclaim, but in 1970, feeling he had been treated unfairly, Kirby left the company for rival DC.

At DC, Kirby created his Fourth World saga, which spanned several comics titles. While these series proved commercially unsuccessful and were canceled, the Fourth World's New Gods have continued as a significant part of the DC Universe[image: External link]. Kirby returned to Marvel briefly in the mid-to-late 1970s, then ventured into television animation[image: External link] and independent comics[image: External link]. In his later years, Kirby, who has been called "the William Blake[image: External link] of comics",[6] began receiving great recognition in the mainstream press for his career accomplishments, and in 1987 he was one of the three inaugural inductees of the Will Eisner Comic Book Hall of Fame[image: External link].

Kirby was married to Rosalind "Roz" Goldstein in 1942. They had four children, and remained married until his death from heart failure in 1994, at the age of 76. The Jack Kirby Awards[image: External link] and Jack Kirby Hall of Fame[image: External link] were named in his honor. In a 2015 interview Kirby's daughter, Jillian Kirby, stated that her father was a liberal democrat.[7]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Life and career
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 Early life (1917–1935)




Jack Kirby was born Jacob Kurtzberg on August 28, 1917, on the Lower East Side of Manhattan[image: External link] in New York City, where he was raised.[8] His parents, Rose (Bernstein) and Benjamin Kurtzberg,[8] were Austrian Jewish[image: External link] immigrants, and his father earned a living as a garment[image: External link] factory worker.[9] In his youth, Kirby desired to escape his neighborhood. He liked to draw, and sought out places he could learn more about art.[10] Essentially self-taught,[11] Kirby cited among his influences the comic strip[image: External link] artists Milton Caniff[image: External link], Hal Foster[image: External link], and Alex Raymond[image: External link], as well as such editorial cartoonists as C. H. Sykes[image: External link], "Ding" Darling[image: External link], and Rollin Kirby[image: External link].[11] He was rejected by the Educational Alliance[image: External link] because he drew "too fast with charcoal", according to Kirby. He later found an outlet for his skills by drawing cartoons for the newspaper of the Boys Brotherhood Republic, a "miniature city" on East 3rd Street where street kids ran their own government.[12]

At age 14, Kirby enrolled at the Pratt Institute[image: External link] in Brooklyn, leaving after a week. "I wasn't the kind of student that Pratt was looking for. They wanted people who would work on something forever. I didn't want to work on any project forever. I intended to get things done".[13]
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 Entry into comics (1936–1940)




Kirby joined the Lincoln Newspaper Syndicate in 1936, working there on newspaper comic strips and on single-panel advice cartoons such as Your Health Comes First!!! (under the pseudonym[image: External link] Jack Curtiss). He remained until late 1939, when he began working for the movie[image: External link] animation[image: External link] company Fleischer Studios[image: External link] as an inbetweener[image: External link] (an artist who fills in the action between major-movement frames) on Popeye[image: External link] cartoons[image: External link]. "I went from Lincoln to Fleischer," he recalled. "From Fleischer I had to get out in a hurry because I couldn't take that kind of thing," describing it as "a factory in a sense, like my father's factory. They were manufacturing pictures."[14]

Around that time, the American comic book industry was booming. Kirby began writing and drawing for the comic-book packager Eisner & Iger[image: External link], one of a handful of firms creating comics on demand for publishers. Through that company, Kirby did what he remembers as his first comic book work, for Wild Boy Magazine.[15] This included such strips as the science fiction[image: External link] adventure "The Diary of Dr. Hayward" (under the pseudonym Curt Davis), the Western[image: External link] crimefighter feature "Wilton of the West" (as Fred Sande), the swashbuckler[image: External link] adventure "The Count of Monte Cristo" (again as Jack Curtiss), and the humor features "Abdul Jones" (as Ted Grey) and '"Socko the Seadog" (as Teddy), all variously for Jumbo Comics[image: External link] and other Eisner-Iger clients.[16] He first used the surname Kirby as the pseudonymous Lance Kirby in two "Lone Rider" Western stories in Eastern Color Printing's Famous Funnies[image: External link] #63-64 (Oct.-Nov. 1939).[16] He ultimately settled on the pen name Jack Kirby because it reminded him of actor James Cagney[image: External link]. However, he took offense to those who suggested he changed his name in order to hide his Jewish heritage.[17]

In the summer of 1940, Kirby and his family moved to Brooklyn. There, Kirby met Rosalind "Roz" Goldstein, who lived in the same apartment building. The pair began dating soon afterward.[18] Kirby proposed to Goldstein on her eighteenth birthday, and the two became engaged.[19]
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 Partnership with Joe Simon




Kirby moved on to comic-book publisher and newspaper syndicator Fox Feature Syndicate, earning a then-reasonable $15-a-week salary. He began to explore superhero narrative with the comic strip The Blue Beetle, published from January to March 1940, starring a character created by the pseudonymous Charles Nicholas[image: External link], a house name that Kirby retained for the three-month-long strip. During this time, Kirby met and began collaborating with cartoonist and Fox editor[image: External link] Joe Simon, who in addition to his staff work continued to freelance. Simon recalled in 1988, "I loved Jack's work and the first time I saw it I couldn't believe what I was seeing. He asked if we could do some freelance work together. I was delighted and I took him over to my little office. We worked from the second issue of Blue Bolt through... about 25 years."[20]

After leaving Fox and landing at pulp magazine[image: External link] publisher Martin Goodman's Timely Comics (later to become Marvel Comics), Simon and Kirby created the patriotic superhero Captain America in late 1940.[21] Simon, who became the company's editor, with Kirby as art director, said he negotiated with Goodman to give the duo 25 percent of the profits from the feature.[22] The first issue of Captain America Comics, released in early 1941,[23] sold out in days, and the second issue's print run was set at over a million copies. The title's success established the team as a notable creative force in the industry.[24] After the first issue was published, Simon asked Kirby to join the Timely staff as the company's art director.[25]

With the success of the Captain America character, Simon said he felt that Goodman was not paying the pair the promised percentage of profits, and so sought work for the two of them at National Comics Publications (later renamed DC Comics).[22] Kirby and Simon negotiated a deal that would pay them a combined $500 a week, as opposed to the $75 and $85 they respectively earned at Timely.[26] The pair feared Goodman would not pay them if he found they were moving to National, but many people knew of their plan, including Timely editorial assistant, Stan Lee.[27] When Goodman eventually discovered it, he told Simon and Kirby to leave after finishing work on Captain America Comics #10.[27]

Kirby and Simon spent their first weeks at National trying to devise new characters while the company sought how best to utilize the pair.[28] After a few failed editor-assigned ghosting assignments, National's Jack Liebowitz[image: External link] told them to "just do what you want". The pair then revamped the Sandman feature in Adventure Comics[image: External link] and created the superhero Manhunter.[29][30] In July 1942 they began the Boy Commandos feature. The ongoing "kid gang" series of the same name, launched later that same year, was the creative team's first National feature to graduate into its own title.[31] It sold over a million copies a month, becoming National's third best-selling title.[32] They scored a hit with the homefront kid-gang team, the Newsboy Legion, featuring in Star-Spangled Comics[image: External link].[33] In 2010, DC Comics writer and executive Paul Levitz[image: External link] observed that "Like Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster, the creative team of Joe Simon and Jack Kirby was a mark of quality and a proven track record."[34]
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 Marriage and World War II (1943–1945)




Kirby married Roz Goldstein on May 23, 1942.[35]

With World War II underway, Liebowitz expected that Simon and Kirby would be drafted, so he asked the artists to create an inventory of material to be published in their absence. The pair hired writers, inkers, letterers, and colorists in order to create a year's worth of material.[32] Kirby was drafted into the U.S. Army[image: External link] on June 7, 1943.[36] After basic training at Camp Stewart[image: External link], near Savannah, Georgia[image: External link], he was assigned to Company F of the 11th Infantry Regiment[image: External link].[37] He landed on Omaha Beach[image: External link] in Normandy[image: External link] on August 23, 1944, two-and-a-half months after D-Day[image: External link],[37] though Kirby's reminiscences would place his arrival just 10 days after.[36] Kirby recalled that a lieutenant, learning that comics artist Kirby was in his command, made him a scout who would advance into towns and draw reconnaissance[image: External link] maps and pictures, an extremely dangerous duty.[38]

Kirby and his wife corresponded regularly by v-mail[image: External link], with Roz sending "him a letter a day" while she worked in a lingerie shop and lived with her mother[39] at 2820 Brighton 7th Street in Brooklyn.[40] During the winter of 1944, Kirby suffered severe frostbite[image: External link] on his lower extremities and was taken to a hospital in London[image: External link], England, for recovery. Doctors considered amputating Kirby's legs, but he eventually recovered from the frostbite.[41] He returned to the United States in January 1945, assigned to Camp Butner[image: External link] in North Carolina[image: External link], where he spent the last six months of his service as part of the motor pool. Kirby was honorably discharged[image: External link] as a Private First Class[image: External link] on July 20, 1945, having received a Combat Infantryman Badge[image: External link] and a European/African/Middle Eastern Theater ribbon[image: External link] with a bronze battle star.[42][43]
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 Postwar career (1946–1955)




Simon arranged for work for Kirby and himself at Harvey Comics,[44] where, through the early 1950s, the duo created such titles as the kid-gang adventure Boy Explorers Comics, the kid-gang Western[image: External link] Boys' Ranch, the superhero comic Stuntman, and, in vogue with the fad for 3-D movies[image: External link], Captain 3-D. Simon and Kirby additionally freelanced for Hillman Periodicals[image: External link] (the crime fiction[image: External link] comic Real Clue Crime) and for Crestwood Publications (Justice Traps The Guilty[image: External link]).[16]

The team found its greatest success in the postwar period by creating romance comics[image: External link]. Simon, inspired by Macfadden Publications[image: External link]' romantic-confession magazine True Story, transplanted the idea to comic books and with Kirby created a first-issue mock-up of Young Romance.[45] Showing it to Crestwood general manager Maurice Rosenfeld, Simon asked for 50% of the comic's profits. Crestwood publishers Teddy Epstein and Mike Bleier agreed,[45] stipulating that the creators would take no money up front.[46] Young Romance #1 (cover-date Oct. 1947) "became Jack and Joe's biggest hit in years".[2] The pioneering title sold a staggering 92% of its print run, inspiring Crestwood to increase the print run by the third issue to triple the initial number of copies.[47] Initially published bimonthly, Young Romance quickly became a monthly title and produced the spin-off Young Love—together the two titles sold two million copies per month, according to Simon[48]—later joined by Young Brides and In Love, the latter "featuring full-length romance stories".[47] Young Romance spawned dozens of imitators from publishers such as Timely, Fawcett, Quality, and Fox Feature Syndicate.[2] Despite the glut, the Simon and Kirby romance titles continued to sell millions of copies a month, which allowed Kirby to buy a house for his family in Mineola[image: External link], Long Island[image: External link], New York[2] in 1949, which would be the family's home for the next 20 years, working out of a basement studio 10 feet in width, which the family referred to as "The Dungeon".[49]

Bitter that Timely Comics' 1950s iteration, Atlas Comics, had relaunched Captain America in a new series in 1954, Kirby and Simon created Fighting American. Simon recalled, "We thought we'd show them how to do Captain America".[50] While the comic book initially portrayed the protagonist as an anti-Communist[image: External link] dramatic hero, Simon and Kirby turned the series into a superhero satire with the second issue, in the aftermath of the Army-McCarthy hearings[image: External link] and the public backlash against the Red-baiting U.S. Senator[image: External link] Joseph McCarthy[image: External link].[51]
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 After Simon (1956–1957)




At the urging of a Crestwood salesman, Kirby and Simon launched their own comics company, Mainline Publications,[51][52] securing a distribution deal with Leader News[53] in late 1953 or early 1954, subletting space from their friend Al Harvey[image: External link]'s Harvey Publications[image: External link] at 1860 Broadway[image: External link].[54] Mainline, which existed from 1954 to 1955, published four titles: the Western[image: External link] Bullseye: Western Scout; the war comic[image: External link] Foxhole, since EC Comics[image: External link] and Atlas Comics were having success with war comics, but promoting theirs as being written and drawn by actual veterans; In Love, since their earlier romance comic[image: External link] Young Love[image: External link] was still being widely imitated; and the crime comic[image: External link] Police Trap, which claimed to be based on genuine accounts by law-enforcement officials.[55] After the duo rearranged and republished artwork from an old Crestwood story in In Love, Crestwood refused to pay the team,[56] who sought an audit of Crestwood's finances. Upon review, the pair's attorney's stated the company owed them $130,000 for work done over the past seven years. Crestwood paid them $10,000 in addition to their recent delayed payments. The partnership between Kirby and Simon had become strained.[57] Simon left the industry for a career in advertising, while Kirby continued to freelance. "He wanted to do other things and I stuck with comics," Kirby recalled in 1971. "It was fine. There was no reason to continue the partnership and we parted friends."[58]

At this point in the mid-1950s, Kirby made a temporary return to the former Timely Comics, now known as Atlas Comics, the direct predecessor of Marvel Comics. Inker Frank Giacoia had approached editor-in-chief Stan Lee for work and suggested he could "get Kirby back here to pencil some stuff."[59] While freelancing for National Comics Publications, the future DC Comics, Kirby drew 20 stories for Atlas from 1956 to 1957: Beginning with the five-page "Mine Field" in Battleground #14 (Nov.1956), Kirby penciled[image: External link] and in some cases inked (with his wife, Roz) and wrote stories of the Western[image: External link] hero Black Rider[image: External link], the Fu Manchu[image: External link]-like Yellow Claw, and more.[16][60] But in 1957, distribution troubles caused the "Atlas implosion" that resulted in several series being dropped and no new material being assigned for many months. It would be the following year before Kirby returned to the nascent Marvel.

For DC around this time, Kirby co-created with writers Dick and Dave Wood the non-superpowered adventuring quartet the Challengers of the Unknown in Showcase[image: External link] #6 (Feb. 1957),[61] while contributing to such anthologies as House of Mystery[image: External link].[16] During 30 months freelancing for DC, Kirby drew slightly more than 600 pages, which included 11 six-page Green Arrow stories in World's Finest Comics[image: External link] and Adventure Comics[image: External link] that, in a rarity, Kirby inked himself.[62] Kirby recast the archer as a science-fiction hero, moving him away from his Batman-formula roots, but in the process alienating Green Arrow co-creator Mort Weisinger[image: External link].[63]

He began drawing a newspaper comic strip[image: External link], Sky Masters of the Space Force[image: External link], written by the Wood brothers and initially inked by the unrelated Wally Wood[image: External link].[64] Kirby left National Comics Publications due largely to a contractual dispute in which editor Jack Schiff[image: External link], who had been involved in getting Kirby and the Wood brothers the Sky Masters contract, claimed he was due royalties from Kirby's share of the strip's profits. Schiff successfully sued Kirby.[65] Some DC editors had criticized him over art details, such as not drawing "the shoelaces on a cavalryman[image: External link]'s boots" and showing a Native American[image: External link] "mounting his horse from the wrong side."[66]
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 Marvel Comics in the Silver Age (1958–1970)




Several months later, after his split with DC, Kirby began freelancing regularly for Atlas in spite of his lingering resentment of Lee from the 1940s.[67] Because of the poor page rates, Kirby would spend 12 to 14 hours daily at his drawing table at home, producing four to five pages of artwork a day.[68] His first published work at Atlas was the cover of and the seven-page story "I Discovered the Secret of the Flying Saucers" in Strange Worlds[image: External link] #1 (Dec. 1958). Initially with Christopher Rule[image: External link] as his regular inker, and later Dick Ayers, Kirby drew across all genres, from romance comics[image: External link] to war comics[image: External link] to crime comics[image: External link] to Westerns[image: External link], but made his mark primarily with a series of supernatural[image: External link]- fantasy[image: External link] and science fiction[image: External link] stories featuring giant, drive-in movie[image: External link]-style monsters with names like Groot[image: External link], the Thing from Planet X;[69] Grottu, King of the Insects;[70] and Fin Fang Foom for the company's many anthology series, such as Amazing Adventures, Strange Tales, Tales to Astonish, Tales of Suspense, and World of Fantasy[image: External link].[16] His bizarre designs of powerful, unearthly creatures proved a hit with readers. Additionally, he freelanced for Archie Comics' around this time, reuniting briefly with Joe Simon to help develop the series The Fly[image: External link][71] and The Double Life of Private Strong[image: External link].[72] Additionally, Kirby drew some issues of Classics Illustrated[image: External link].[16]

It was at Marvel collaborating with writer and editor-in-chief Lee that Kirby hit his stride once again in superhero comics, beginning with The Fantastic Four[image: External link] #1 (Nov. 1961).[16][73] The landmark series became a hit that revolutionized the industry with its comparative naturalism[image: External link] and, eventually, a cosmic purview informed by Kirby's seemingly boundless imagination—one well-matched with the consciousness-expanding youth culture[image: External link] of the 1960s.

For almost a decade, Kirby provided Marvel's house style, co-creating with Stan Lee many of the Marvel characters and designing their visual motifs. At Lee's request, he often provided new-to-Marvel artists "breakdown" layouts, over which they would pencil in order to become acquainted with the Marvel look. As artist Gil Kane described:


Jack was the single most influential figure in the turnaround in Marvel's fortunes from the time he rejoined the company ... It wasn't merely that Jack conceived most of the characters that are being done, but ... Jack's point of view and philosophy of drawing became the governing philosophy of the entire publishing company and, beyond the publishing company, of the entire field ... [Marvel took] Jack and use[d] him as a primer. They would get artists ... and they taught them the ABCs, which amounted to learning Jack Kirby. ... Jack was like the Holy Scripture and they simply had to follow him without deviation. That's what was told to me ... It was how they taught everyone to reconcile all those opposing attitudes to one single master point of view.[74]



Highlights of Lee/Kirby collaborations, other than the Fantastic Four, include: the Hulk,[75] Thor,[76] Iron Man, the original X-Men,[77] Doctor Doom, Uatu the Watcher, Magneto, Ego the Living Planet, the Inhumans[78][79] and their hidden city of Attilan, and the Black Panther,[80] comics' first known black[image: External link] superhero—and his African nation of Wakanda.[81] Kirby drew the first Spider-Man story intended for publication in Amazing Fantasy[image: External link] #15 but Stan Lee chose to have Steve Ditko[image: External link] redraw the story.[82]

Lee and Kirby gathered several of their newly created characters together into the team title The Avengers[83] and would revive characters from the 1940s such as the Sub-Mariner,[84] Captain America,[85] and Ka-Zar.[86]

The story frequently cited as Lee and Kirby's finest achievement[87][88] is the three-part "The Galactus Trilogy[image: External link]" that began in Fantastic Four #48 (March 1966), chronicling the arrival of Galactus, a cosmic giant who wanted to devour the planet, and his herald, the Silver Surfer.[89][90] Fantastic Four #48 was chosen as #24 in the 100 Greatest Marvels of All Time[image: External link] poll of Marvel's readers in 2001. Editor Robert Greenberger[image: External link] wrote in his introduction to the story that "As the fourth year of the Fantastic Four came to a close, Stan Lee and Jack Kirby seemed to be only warming up. In retrospect, it was perhaps the most fertile period of any monthly title during the Marvel Age."[91] Comics historian Les Daniels noted that "[t]he mystical and metaphysical elements that took over the saga were perfectly suited to the tastes of young readers in the 1960s", and Lee soon discovered that the story was a favorite on college campuses.[92]

In 1968 and 1969, Joe Simon was involved in litigation with Marvel Comics over the ownership of Captain America, initiated by Marvel after Simon registered the copyright renewal for Captain America in his own name. According to Simon, Kirby agreed to support the company in the litigation and, as part of a deal Kirby made with publisher Martin Goodman, signed over to Marvel any rights he might have had to the character.[93]

Kirby continued to expand the medium's boundaries, devising photo-collage[image: External link] covers and interiors, developing new drawing techniques such as the method for depicting energy fields now known as "Kirby Krackle", and other experiments.[94]

Kirby grew increasingly dissatisfied with working at Marvel. There have been a number of reasons given for this dissatisfaction, including resentment over Stan Lee's increasing media prominence, a lack of full creative control, anger over breaches of perceived promises by publisher Martin Goodman, and frustration over Marvel's failure to credit him specifically for his story plotting and for his character creations and co-creations.[95] He began to both script and draw some secondary features for Marvel, such as "The Inhumans" in Amazing Adventures,[96] as well as horror stories for the anthology title Chamber of Darkness[image: External link], and received full credit for doing so; but in 1970, Kirby was presented with a contract that included such unfavorable terms as a prohibition against legal retaliation. When Kirby objected, the management refused to negotiate any contract changes.[97] Kirby, although he was earning $35,000 a year freelancing for the company,[98] subsequently left Marvel in 1970 for rival DC Comics, under editorial director Carmine Infantino[image: External link].[99]
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 DC Comics and the Fourth World saga (1971–1975)




Kirby spent nearly two years negotiating a deal to move to DC Comics,[100] where in late 1970 he signed a three-year contract with an option for two additional years.[101] He produced a series of interlinked titles under the blanket sobriquet[image: External link] "The Fourth World", which included a trilogy of new titles — New Gods, Mister Miracle, and The Forever People[image: External link] — as well as the extant Superman's Pal Jimmy Olsen.[16][99][102] Kirby picked the latter book because the series was without a stable creative team and he did not want to cost anyone a job.[103][104] The central villain of the Fourth World series, Darkseid[image: External link], and some of the Fourth World concepts, appeared in Jimmy Olsen before the launch of the other Fourth World books, giving the new titles greater exposure to potential buyers. The Superman figures and Jimmy Olsen faces drawn by Kirby were redrawn by Al Plastino[image: External link], and later by Murphy Anderson[image: External link].[105][106] Les Daniels observed in 1995 that "Kirby's mix of slang and myth, science fiction and the Bible, made for a heady brew, but the scope of his vision has endured."[107] In 2007, comics writer Grant Morrison[image: External link] commented that "Kirby's dramas were staged across Jungian vistas of raw symbol and storm...The Fourth World saga crackles with the voltage of Jack Kirby's boundless imagination let loose onto paper."[108]

An attempt at creating new formats for comics produced the one-shot black-and-white[image: External link] magazines Spirit World and In the Days of the Mob in 1971.[109]

Kirby later produced other DC series such as OMAC,[110] Kamandi,[111] The Demon,[112] and Kobra[image: External link],[113] and worked on such extant features as "The Losers[image: External link]" in Our Fighting Forces[image: External link].[114] Together with former partner Joe Simon for one last time, he worked on a new incarnation of the Sandman.[16][115] Kirby produced three issues of the 1st Issue Special[image: External link] anthology series and created Atlas The Great,[116] a new Manhunter,[117] and the Dingbats of Danger Street.[118]

Kirby's production assistant of the time, Mark Evanier, recounted that DC's policies of the era were not in synch with Kirby's creative impulses, and that he was often forced to work on characters and projects on which he did not want to work.[106]
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 Return to Marvel (1976–1978)




At the comic book convention[image: External link] Marvelcon '75, in spring 1975, Stan Lee used a Fantastic Four panel discussion to announce that Kirby was returning to Marvel after having left in 1970 to work for DC Comics. Lee wrote in his monthly column, "Stan Lee's Soapbox", that, "I mentioned that I had a special announcement to make. As I started telling about Jack's return, to a totally incredulous audience, everyone's head started to snap around as Kirby himself came waltzin' down the aisle to join us on the rostrum! You can imagine how it felt clownin' around with the co-creator of most of Marvel's greatest strips once more."[119]

Back at Marvel, Kirby both wrote and drew the monthly Captain America series[120] as well as the Captain America's Bicentennial Battles one-shot in the oversized treasury format.[121] He created the series The Eternals,[122] which featured a race of inscrutable alien giants, the Celestials[image: External link], whose behind-the-scenes intervention in primordial humanity would eventually become a core element of Marvel Universe continuity. He produced an adaptation and expansion of the film 2001: A Space Odyssey,[123] as well as an abortive attempt to do the same for the classic television series[image: External link], The Prisoner[image: External link].[124] He wrote and drew Black Panther and drew numerous covers across the line.[16]

Kirby's other Marvel creations in this period include Machine Man[125] and Devil Dinosaur.[126] Kirby's final comics collaboration with Stan Lee, The Silver Surfer: The Ultimate Cosmic Experience, was published in 1978 as part of the Marvel Fireside Books[image: External link] series and is considered to be Marvel's first graphic novel[image: External link].[127]
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 Film and animation (1979–1980)




Still dissatisfied with Marvel's treatment of him,[128] and with an offer of employment from Hanna-Barbera[image: External link],[129] Kirby left Marvel to work in animation. In that field, he did designs for Turbo Teen[image: External link], Thundarr the Barbarian and other animated series[image: External link] for television.[106] He worked on The New Fantastic Four[image: External link] animated series, reuniting him with scriptwriter Stan Lee.[130] He illustrated an adaptation of the Walt Disney movie The Black Hole[image: External link] for Walt Disney’s Treasury of Classic Tales[image: External link] syndicated comic strip in 1979-80.[131]

In 1979, Kirby drew concept art for film producer[image: External link] Barry Geller's script treatment adapting Roger Zelazny[image: External link]'s science fiction novel, Lord of Light[image: External link], for which Geller had purchased the rights. In collaboration, Geller commissioned Kirby to draw set designs that would be used as architectural renderings for a Colorado theme park[image: External link] to be called Science Fiction Land; Geller announced his plans at a November press conference attended by Kirby, former NFL[image: External link] American football[image: External link] star Rosey Grier[image: External link], writer Ray Bradbury[image: External link], and others. While the film did not come to fruition, Kirby's drawings were used for the CIA[image: External link]'s "Canadian caper[image: External link]", in which some members of the U.S. embassy in Tehran[image: External link], Iran, who had avoided capture in the Iran hostage crisis[image: External link], were able to escape the country posing as members of a movie location-scouting crew.[132]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Final years and death (1981–1994)




In the early 1980s, Pacific Comics[image: External link], a new, non-newsstand comic book publisher, made a then-groundbreaking deal with Kirby to publish a creator-owned[image: External link] series, Captain Victory and the Galactic Rangers,[133][134] and the six-issue miniseries Silver Star, which was collected in hardcover format in 2007.[135][136][137] This, together with similar actions by other independent comics[image: External link] publishers as Eclipse Comics[image: External link] (where Kirby co-created Destroyer Duck in a benefit comic-book series published to help Steve Gerber[image: External link] fight a legal case versus Marvel),[138] helped establish a precedent to end the monopoly of the work for hire system, wherein comics creators, even freelancers, had owned no rights to characters they created.

Kirby continued to do periodic work for DC Comics during the 1980s, including a brief revival of his "Fourth World" saga in the 1984 and 1985 Super Powers[image: External link] miniseries[139] and the 1985 graphic novel The Hunger Dogs. DC executives Jenette Kahn[image: External link] and Paul Levitz[image: External link] had Kirby re-design the Fourth World characters for the Super Powers toyline as a way of entitling him to royalties for several of his DC creations.[140]

In 1987, under pressure from comics creators and the fan community, Marvel finally returned approximately 1,900[141] or 2,100 pages[142] of the estimated 10,000[142] to 13,000[143] Kirby drew for the company.[142][143]

In 1985, Kirby helped to create the concept and designs for The Centurions[image: External link], along with Gil Kane. A comic book series based on the show was published by DC and a toyline was produced by Kenner[image: External link].

Kirby retained ownership of characters used by Topps Comics[image: External link] beginning in 1993, for a set of series in what the company dubbed "The Kirbyverse[image: External link]".[144] These titles were derived mainly from designs and concepts that Kirby had kept in his files, some intended initially for the by-then-defunct Pacific Comics, and then licensed to Topps for what would become the "Jack Kirby's Secret City Saga" mythos.[145]

Phantom Force was the last comic book which Jack Kirby worked on before his death. The story was co-written by Kirby with Michael Thibodeaux and Richard French, based on an eight-page pitch for an unused Bruce Lee[image: External link] comic in 1978.[146] Issues #1 and 2 were published by Image Comics[image: External link] with various Image artists inking over Kirby's pencils. Issue #0 and issues #3 to 8 were published by Genesis West with Kirby providing pencils for issues #0 and 4. Thibodeaux provided the art for the remaining issues of the series after Kirby died.

Marvel posthumously published a "lost" Kirby/Lee Fantastic Four story, Fantastic Four: The Lost Adventure (April 2008), with unused pages Kirby had originally drawn for a story that was partially published in Fantastic Four #108 (March 1971).[147][148]

On February 6, 1994, Kirby died at age 76 of heart failure in his Thousand Oaks, California[image: External link] home.[149] He was buried at the Pierce Brothers Valley Oaks Memorial Park, Westlake Village, California[image: External link].[150]
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 Kirby's estate
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 Subsequent releases




Lisa Kirby announced in early 2006 that she and co-writer Steve Robertson, with artist Mike Thibodeaux, planned to publish via the Marvel Comics Icon[image: External link] imprint[image: External link] a six-issue limited series, Jack Kirby’s Galactic Bounty Hunters[image: External link], featuring characters and concepts created by her father for Captain Victory.[4] The series, scripted by Lisa Kirby, Robertson, Thibodeaux, and Richard French, with pencil art by Jack Kirby and Thibodeaux, and inking by Scott Hanna and Karl Kesel[image: External link] primarily, ran an initial five issues (Sept. 2006–Jan. 2007) and then a later final issue (Sept. 2007).[151]

In 2011, Dynamite Entertainment[image: External link] published Kirby: Genesis, an eight-issue miniseries by writer Kurt Busiek and artists Jack Herbert and Alex Ross[image: External link], featuring Kirby-owned characters previously published by Pacific Comics[image: External link] and Topps Comics[image: External link].[152][153]
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 Copyright dispute




On September 16, 2009,[154] Kirby's four children served notices of termination to The Walt Disney Studios[image: External link], 20th Century Fox[image: External link], Universal Pictures[image: External link], Paramount Pictures[image: External link], and Sony Pictures[image: External link] to attempt to gain control of various Silver Age Marvel characters.[155][156] Marvel sought to invalidate those claims.[157][158] In mid-March 2010 Kirby's children "sued Marvel to terminate copyrights and gain profits from [Kirby's] comic creations."[159] In July 2011, the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York[image: External link] issued a summary judgment[image: External link] in favor of Marvel,[154][160] which was affirmed in August 2013 by the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit[image: External link].[161] The Kirby children filed a petition on March 21, 2014 for a review of the case by the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link],[162][163] but a settlement was reached on September 26, 2014 and the family requested that the petition be dismissed.[164] While the settlement has left uncertainty in the jurisprudence relating to works governed by the Copyright Act of 1909[image: External link] that were created before the Copyright Act of 1976 came into force, the Kirby children's attorney, Marc Toberoff[image: External link], said the issue of creators' rights[image: External link] to reclaim the work done as independent contractors[image: External link] remains, and other potential claims have yet to become ripe[image: External link].[165]
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 Legacy




The New York Times, in a Sunday op-ed[image: External link] piece written more than a decade after his death, said of Kirby:


He created a new grammar of storytelling and a cinematic style of motion. Once-wooden characters cascaded from one frame to another—or even from page to page—threatening to fall right out of the book into the reader's lap. The force of punches thrown was visibly and explosively evident. Even at rest, a Kirby character pulsed with tension and energy in a way that makes movie versions of the same characters seem static by comparison.[166]



Michael Chabon[image: External link], in his afterword to his Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]-winning novel The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay[image: External link], a fictional account of two early comics pioneers, wrote, "I want to acknowledge the deep debt I owe in this and everything else I've ever written to the work of the late Jack Kirby, the King of Comics."[167] Director James Cameron[image: External link] said Kirby inspired the look of his film Aliens[image: External link], calling it "not intentional in the sense I sat down and looked at all my favorite comics and studied them for this film, but, yeah, Kirby's work was definitely in my subconscious programming. The guy was a visionary. Absolutely. And he could draw machines like nobody's business. He was sort of like A. E. van Vogt[image: External link] and some of these other science-fiction writers who are able to create worlds that — even though we live in a science-fictionary world today — are still so far beyond what we're experiencing."[168]

Several Kirby images are among those on the "Marvel Super Heroes" set of commemorative stamps[image: External link] issued by the U.S. Postal Service[image: External link] on July 27, 2007.[169] Ten of the stamps are portraits of individual Marvel characters and the other 10 stamps depict individual Marvel Comic book covers. According to the credits printed on the back of the pane, Kirby's artwork is featured on: Captain America, The Thing, Silver Surfer, The Amazing Spider-Man #1, The Incredible Hulk #1, Captain America #100, The X-Men #1, and The Fantastic Four #3.[166][169]

In 2002, jazz[image: External link] percussionist[image: External link] Gregg Bendian[image: External link] released a seven-track CD[image: External link], Requiem for Jack Kirby, inspired by Kirby's art and storytelling. Titles of the instrumental cuts include "Kirby's Fourth World", "New Gods", "The Mother Box", "Teaneck in the Marvel Age" and "Air Above Zenn-La[image: External link]".[170]

Various comic-book and cartoon creators have done homages to Kirby. Examples include the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles[image: External link] Mirage Comics series ("Kirby and the Warp Crystal" in Donatello #1, and its animated counterpart, "The King", from the 2003 cartoon series[image: External link]). The episode of Superman: The Animated Series[image: External link] entitled "Apokolips...Now!, Part 2" was dedicated to his memory.[171][172]

As of September 2012, Hollywood films based on characters Kirby co-created have collectively earned nearly $3.1 billion.[173] Kirby himself is a character portrayed by Luis Yagüe in the 2009 Spanish short film The King & the Worst, which is inspired by Kirby's service in World War II.[174] He is portrayed by Michael Parks[image: External link] in a brief appearance in the fact-based drama Argo[image: External link] (2012), about the Canadian Caper[image: External link].[175]

A play based on Kirby's life, King Kirby, by New York Innovative Theatre Awards[image: External link]-winner Crystal Skillman and New York Times[image: External link] bestselling comics writer Fred Van Lente[image: External link], was staged at Brooklyn's Brick Theater as part of its annual Comic Book Theater Festival. The play was a New York Times[image: External link] Critics' Pick selection and was funded by a widely publicized Kickstarter campaign.[176][177][178]

A song titled "Jack Kirby" appears on the album Kaboom by rappers Illus and DJ Johnny.[179]

In the 1990s Superman: The Animated Series[image: External link] television show, police detective Dan Turpin[image: External link] was modeled on Kirby.[180]
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 Awards and honors




Jack Kirby received a great deal of recognition over the course of his career, including the 1967 Alley Award[image: External link] for Best Pencil Artist.[181] The following year he was runner-up behind Jim Steranko. His other Alley Awards were:


	1963: Favorite Short Story - "The Human Torch Meets Captain America", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, Strange Tales #114[182]


	1964:[183]

	Best Novel - "Captain America Joins the Avengers", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, from The Avengers #4

	Best New Strip or Book - "Captain America", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, in Tales of Suspense






	1965: Best Short Story - "The Origin of the Red Skull", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, Tales of Suspense #66[184]


	1966: Best Professional Work, Regular Short Feature - "Tales of Asgard" by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, in Thor[185]


	1967: Best Professional Work, Regular Short Feature - (tie) "Tales of Asgard" and "Tales of the Inhumans", both by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, in Thor[181]


	1968:[186]

	Best Professional Work, Best Regular Short Feature - "Tales of the Inhumans", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, in Thor


	Best Professional Work, Hall of Fame - Fantastic Four, by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby; Nick Fury, Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D., by Jim Steranko[186]








Kirby won a Shazam Award[image: External link] for Special Achievement by an Individual in 1971 for his "Fourth World" series in Forever People, New Gods, Mister Miracle, and Superman's Pal Jimmy Olsen.[187] He received an Inkpot Award[image: External link] in 1974[188] and was inducted into the Shazam Awards Hall of Fame in 1975.[189] In 1987 he was an inaugural inductee into the Will Eisner Comic Book Hall of Fame[image: External link].[190] He received the 1993 Bob Clampett Humanitarian Award at that year's Eisner Awards[image: External link].[191]

His work was honored posthumously in 1998: The collection of his New Gods material, Jack Kirby's New Gods, edited by Bob Kahan, won both the Harvey Award[image: External link] for Best Domestic Reprint Project,[192] and the Eisner Award for Best Archival Collection/Project.[193]

The Jack Kirby Awards[image: External link] and Jack Kirby Hall of Fame[image: External link] were named in his honor.

With Will Eisner[image: External link], Robert Crumb[image: External link], Harvey Kurtzman[image: External link], Gary Panter[image: External link] and Chris Ware[image: External link], Kirby was among the artists honored in the exhibition "Masters of American Comics" at the Jewish Museum[image: External link] in New York City from September 16, 2006 to January 28, 2007.[194][195]
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Syd Shores






Sydney Shores (September 4, 1913 – June 3, 1973)[1] was an American comic book[image: External link] artist[image: External link] known for his work on Captain America both during the 1940s, in what fans and historians call the Golden Age of comic books[image: External link], and during the 1960s Silver Age of comic books[image: External link].
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Syd Shores began drawing in childhood, fascinated by the comic-strip[image: External link] art of Alex Raymond[image: External link]'s Flash Gordon[image: External link] and Hal Foster[image: External link]'s Prince Valiant[image: External link].[2] He went to graduate from Brooklyn[image: External link]'s Pratt Institute[image: External link], where he had met his wife-to-be, Selma.[3] After working seven years at his uncle's whiskey[image: External link] bottling plant[image: External link] until it closed in 1940, he became an assistant at the studio of Selma's cousin,[3] the quirkily named Harry "A" Chesler[image: External link], working under comics artists Mac Raboy[image: External link] and Phil Sturm. "For months I was just a joe-boy, watching and learning and helping wherever I could. I studied Mac Raboy for hours on end — he was slow and meticulous about everything, doing maybe only a single panel of artwork a day, but it was truly beautiful work. After four months I tried my own hand at work, doing a seven-page piece called 'The Terror[image: External link]'. I was proud of it then, of course, but in looking back it really was a terror!"[3]

"The Terror" still held enough promise that it saw print in Mystic Comics[image: External link] #5 (March 1941) from Timely Comics, the 1940s precursor of Marvel Comics, and went on to make other appearances.[4] Timely editor[image: External link] Joe Simon hired Shores as the fledgling company's third employee.[3]
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Shores initially worked as an inker, embellishing some of the earliest pencil work[image: External link] of industry legend Jack Kirby, including the covers of the Simon & Kirby-created Captain America Comics #5, 7 and 9 in 1941.[4][5] After the Simon & Kirby team moved on following Captain America Comics #10 (Jan. 1942), Shores and Al Avison became regular pencilers of the hit title, with one generally inking over the other, both working with writer Stan Lee.[4] At that point, Shores received a promotion, he recalled in 1973: "When Simon and Kirby left in 1942 Stan did all the writing and was given the position of editorial director, while I was the art director, although I got called 'associate editor' in the books that were put out around then."[3] Shores took over as regular penciller on Captain America Comics, inked by Vince Alascia[image: External link], while Avison did his World War II military service[image: External link].[3] "For the time that I worked on staff for Marvel from 1940 to 1948, I worked in close association with Vince Alascia, who did practically all the inking on my pencils," Shores said in 1970. "He was used to my style and worked very well with it."[2]

Shores also inked two of Kirby's Golden Age Vision stories, in Marvel Mystery Comics #21-22 (July-Aug. 1941); and the cover and splash page of Young Allies[image: External link] #1 (July 1941). Shores said, "Jack Kirby influenced my sense of dramatics. Jack Kirby influences everybody in comics, though: Before I got really started in the field it was Alex Raymond[image: External link] and Hal Foster[image: External link], they were my gods back then, but Kirby was the most immediate influence."[3] Shores penciled stories of the Vision and the Patriot[image: External link] in Marvel Mystery Comics, Major Liberty in U.S.A. Comics, and the Captain America portions of the All-Winners Squad stories in the (unhyphenated) All Winners Comics #19 and 21 (Fall and Winter 1946; there was no issue #20).[6]

Shores was inducted into the U.S. Army[image: External link] in early 1944, seeing action as part of General Patton[image: External link]'s Third Army in France[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link], and receiving a Purple Heart[image: External link] for being wounded in France on 16 December 1944.[3] After four months at a convalescent hospital in Warwick[image: External link], England[image: External link], he was reassigned to an engineering[image: External link] outfit and became part of the occupation forces in Germany.[3] He recalled in 1970 that "after Al [Avison] left, I started pencilling [Captain America stories] from then on until the Army decided it could use my services to help win World War II. It seemed they needed a lot of men for the infantry at the time. I was called up, and so my artistic eye was used to qualify me as an expert marksman in an infantry regiment. Curiously it was the same regiment that Jack Kirby was in. We never saw each other in combat, and only recently did we find that we were in the same outfit!"[2]

Comic-book artist Gene Colan recalled in 1999,


My first real professional start in the comic-book business began in the summer of 1946, and that is when I met Syd Shores. He was the head man in the Art Department of Marvel Comics. ... I was flying by the seat of my pants ... hoping that everything would turn out. I didn't want the seams to show but that was all part of the learning process and Syd helped me wade through. ... His realistic style, for some time, became an obsession with me. His characters looked like the real thing. Whatever he had them doing was as real to life as you could get.[7]
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 Post-war career




After his military discharge in January 1946, Shores returned to Timely as art director[image: External link]. Future Comic Book Hall of Famer[image: External link] Gene Colan, a Marvel mainstay from 1946 on, described Shores during this time as "a very quiet man. He would come in with a kind of very slow walk, with a cup of morning coffee in one of these spiral cups and a cigarette in the other. Big smoker. He would say hello to everybody very quietly, and sit down. He'd been in the war in Germany[image: External link], and sometimes I'd try to feel him out about it. He never wanted to talk about it. Very quiet fellow, but a sweet, sweet guy, and very helpful; very unassuming".[8]

At postwar Timely and at the company's 1950s successor, Atlas Comics, Shores was among the artists on the company's superhero stars the Human Torch and the Sub-Mariner, the Western[image: External link] titles The Black Rider[image: External link] and Kid Colt, Outlaw[image: External link], the jungle series Jann of the Jungle[image: External link] and Jungle Action[image: External link], the war comics Battle Action and Battle Brady, and many others including Blonde Phantom.[4]

Going freelance in 1948, when virtually all of Timely's staff positions were eliminated, Shores drew for Atlas, Avon[image: External link], and Orbit Publications[image: External link].[4] With Mort Lawrence, who succeeded Bill Everett[image: External link] on The Sub-Mariner, and Norman Steinberg, another Atlas artist, Shores co-founded a comic-art studio[9] in 1952, first in Hempstead[image: External link], Long Island[image: External link], and later in nearby Freeport[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] But with Steinberg's death in the mid-1950s and Lawrence's decision to leave the field, Shores returned to individual freelancing, adding magazine[image: External link] illustration to his repertoire. He said in a 1970 interview that, "In 1957, there was a recession in the comic book industry and I was forced to look elsewhere for work. I entered the magazine illustration field. I did illustrations for the men's adventure[image: External link]-type magazines until 1967. After things picked up again in the comic field I hastened back again to my first love, comics!"[2] His men's-adventure work includes the cover of publisher Martin Goodman's Escape to Adventure Sept. 1964, All Man May 1964 (reprinted as cover of Man's Adventure May 1967) and September 1965; and Man's Prime August 1966.[10]
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 Silver Age of Comics




In the 1960s, Shores found a new audience at Marvel Comics, where he again inked Jack Kirby on Captain America when the character once more received a full-length title. Shores inked the premiere issue, Captain America #100 (April 1968), continuing the numbering from Tales of Suspense), inking Kirby on seven of the first 10. He also inked a run of Gene Colan's Daredevil, among other Colan work, and inked both Dick Ayers and Don Heck on the World War II war comics[image: External link] title Captain Savage and His Leatherneck Raiders (later titled Capt. Savage and His Battlefield Raiders), among other work.[4]

In a rare return to penciling at Marvel, Shores drew and self-inked five anthological horror stories from 1969 to 1971 in Chamber of Darkness[image: External link], Tower of Shadows[image: External link], Creatures on the Loose[image: External link] and Monsters on the Prowl[image: External link], as well as Gerry Conway[image: External link]'s adaptation of Harlan Ellison[image: External link]'s "Delusions for a Dragon Slayer" in Chamber of Chills[image: External link] #1 (Nov. 1972). Additionally, Shores penciled and occasionally self-inked several Western[image: External link] stories, including the premiere of the feature "Tales of Fort Rango" in Western Gunfighters[image: External link] #1 (Aug. 1970); The Gunhawks #1-2 & 4-5 (Oct.-Dec.1972, April–June 1973); and the Native American[image: External link] hero Red Wolf[image: External link] in Marvel Spotlight[image: External link] #1 (Nov. 1971) and Red Wolf #1-8 (May 1972 - July 1973). Shores also penciled the Skywald Publications[image: External link] Western The Bravados #1 (Aug. 1971).[4]

He likewise penciled a handful of black-and-white horror[image: External link]-comics magazine[image: External link] stories, such as "Blood Thirst!" in Major Publications[image: External link]' Web of Horror #1 (Dec. 1969) and "Strangers!" in #3 (April 1970); and for Warren Publishing[image: External link], "Army of the Walking Dead" in Creepy[image: External link] #35 (Sept. 1970) and "King Keller" in #37 (Jan. 1971).[4]
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 Later life and death




Some of Shores' last comics work was inking Tom Sutton and Jim Mooney on, respectively Marvel's Ghost Rider[image: External link] #1-2 (Sept.-Oct. 1973). A trouper to the end, he finished penciling two-thirds of the eight-page story "Voodoo War" for Marvel's black-and-white horror-comics[image: External link] magazine Tales of the Zombie[image: External link] #5 (May 1974) before dying of a heart seizure[9] at age 59. Dick Ayers penciled the remainder of writer Tony Isabella[image: External link]'s anthological horror tale. He was survived by his wife and their two daughters.[11]
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 Legacy




The survey "The 20 Greatest Inkers of American Comic Books" placed Shores at #11, saying he "evidenced a unique and singular inking style, one perhaps only vaguely approximated by the great Bill Everett. Both had bold but rough-hewn lines and illustrative, photorealistic brushwork which gave the pages a beautiful, organic look. . . ."[12]
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Marvel Comics






This article is about the comic book company using this name beginning in 1961. For the earlier comic book series, see Marvel Mystery Comics.

Marvel Comics is the common name and primary imprint of Marvel Worldwide Inc., formerly Marvel Publishing, Inc. and Marvel Comics Group, an American publisher of comic books[image: External link] and related media. In 2009, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] acquired Marvel Entertainment[image: External link], Marvel Worldwide's parent company.

Marvel started in 1939 as Timely Publications, and by the early 1950s, had generally become known as Atlas Comics. Marvel's modern incarnation dates from 1961, the year that the company launched The Fantastic Four[image: External link] and other superhero titles created by Stan Lee, Jack Kirby, Steve Ditko[image: External link], and many others.

Marvel counts among its characters[image: External link] such well-known superheroes as Iron Man, Captain America, Hulk, Thor, Doctor Strange[image: External link], Spider-Man, Deadpool, Wolverine, Daredevil, Ms. Marvel[image: External link], and Ant-Man[image: External link], such teams as the Avengers, the Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link], the Inhumans, the Fantastic Four, and the X-Men, and antagonists such as Doctor Doom, Red Skull, Green Goblin[image: External link], Thanos, Ultron, Doctor Octopus[image: External link], Magneto, Venom[image: External link], and Loki.They also have less known characters like She-Hulk[image: External link] and Squirrel Girl[image: External link]. Most of Marvel's fictional characters operate in a single reality known as the Marvel Universe, with locations that mirror real-life cities. Characters such as Spider-Man, the Fantastic Four, the Avengers, Daredevil, and Doctor Strange are based in New York City,[1][2] whereas the X-Men have historically been based in Salem Center, New York[image: External link][3][4][5] and Hulk's stories often have been set in the Southwestern United States[image: External link].[6]
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 History
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 Timely Publications




Main article: Timely Comics


Martin Goodman founded the company later known as Marvel Comics under the name Timely Publications in 1939.[7][8] Martin Goodman, a pulp magazine[image: External link] publisher who had started with a Western[image: External link] pulp in 1933, was expanding into the emerging—and by then already highly popular—new medium of comic books. Launching his new line from his existing company's offices at 330 West 42nd Street, New York City, he officially held the titles of editor[image: External link], managing editor, and business manager[image: External link], with Abraham Goodman officially listed as publisher.[8]

Timely's first publication, Marvel Comics #1 (cover dated Oct. 1939), included the first appearance of Carl Burgos[image: External link]' android[image: External link] superhero the Human Torch, and the first appearances of Bill Everett[image: External link]'s anti-hero[image: External link] Namor the Sub-Mariner,[9] among other features.[7] The issue was a great success, with it and a second printing the following month selling, combined, nearly 900,000 copies.[10] While its contents came from an outside packager, Funnies, Inc.[image: External link],[7] Timely had its own staff in place by the following year. The company's first true editor, writer-artist Joe Simon, teamed with emerging industry's notable artist Jack Kirby to create one of the first patriotically themed superhero,[11] Captain America, in Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941). It, too, proved a hit, with sales of nearly one million.[10] Goodman formed Timely Comics, Inc., beginning with comics cover-dated April 1941 or Spring 1941.[12][13]

While no other Timely character would achieve the success of these three characters, some notable heroes—many of which continue to appear in modern-day retcon appearances and flashbacks—include the Whizzer, Miss America, the Destroyer[image: External link], the original Vision, and the Angel. Timely also published one of humor cartoonist Basil Wolverton[image: External link]'s best-known features, "Powerhouse Pepper[image: External link]",[14][15] as well as a line of children's funny-animal[image: External link] comics featuring popular characters like Super Rabbit[image: External link] and the duo Ziggy Pig and Silly Seal[image: External link].

Goodman hired his wife's cousin,[16] Stanley Lieber, as a general office assistant in 1939.[17] When editor Simon left the company in late 1941,[18] Goodman made Lieber—by then writing pseudonymously as "Stan Lee"—interim editor of the comics line, a position Lee kept for decades except for three years during his military service in World War II. Lee wrote extensively for Timely, contributing to a number of different titles.

Goodman's business strategy involved having his various magazines and comic books published by a number of corporations all operating out of the same office and with the same staff.[13] One of these shell companies[image: External link] through which Timely Comics was published was named Marvel Comics by at least Marvel Mystery Comics #55 (May 1944). As well, some comics' covers, such as All Surprise Comics #12 (Winter 1946–47), were labeled "A Marvel Magazine" many years before Goodman would formally adopt the name in 1961.[19]
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 Atlas Comics




Main article: Atlas Comics (1950s)


The post-war American comic market saw superheroes falling out of fashion.[20] Goodman's comic book line dropped them for the most part and expanded into a wider variety of genres than even Timely had published, featuring horror[image: External link], Westerns[image: External link], humor, funny animal[image: External link], men's adventure[image: External link]-drama, giant monster, crime[image: External link], and war comics[image: External link], and later adding jungle[image: External link] books, romance[image: External link] titles, espionage[image: External link], and even medieval[image: External link] adventure, Bible stories[image: External link] and sports.

Goodman began using the globe logo of the Atlas News Company, the newsstand-distribution company he owned,[21] on comics cover-dated November 1951 even though another company, Kable News, continued to distribute his comics through the August 1952 issues.[22] This globe branding united a line put out by the same publisher, staff and freelancers through 59 shell companies, from Animirth Comics to Zenith Publications.[23]

Atlas, rather than innovate, took a proven route of following popular trends[image: External link] in television and movies— Westerns[image: External link] and war dramas prevailing for a time, drive-in movie[image: External link] monsters another time—and even other comic books, particularly the EC[image: External link] horror[image: External link] line.[24] Atlas also published a plethora of children's and teen humor titles, including Dan DeCarlo[image: External link]'s Homer the Happy Ghost[image: External link] (à la Casper the Friendly Ghost[image: External link]) and Homer Hooper (à la Archie Andrews[image: External link]). Atlas unsuccessfully attempted to revive superheroes from late 1953 to mid-1954, with the Human Torch (art by Syd Shores and Dick Ayers, variously), the Sub-Mariner (drawn and most stories written by Bill Everett[image: External link]), and Captain America (writer Stan Lee, artist John Romita Sr.). Atlas did not achieve any breakout hits and, according to Stan Lee, Atlas survived chiefly because it produced work quickly, cheaply, and at a passable quality.[25]
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 Comic Code Authority




During this time, the Comic Code Authority made its debut in September 1954, spearheaded by German-American psychiatrist Fredrick Wertham. Wertham published the book Seduction of the Innocent[image: External link] in order to force people to see that comics were impacting American youth. He believed violent comics were causing children to be reckless and were turning them into delinquents. In September 1954, comic book publishers got together to set up their own self-censorship organization—the Comics Magazine Association of America[image: External link]—in order to appease audiences. The next month, the code was published, forcing comic book companies to send their comics to them in order to gain their seal of approval. The stamp on the cover showed audiences that the comics were considered wholesome, entertaining, and educational.[26][27]
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 Marvel Comics




The first modern comic books under the Marvel Comics brand were the science-fiction[image: External link] anthology Journey into Mystery #69 and the teen-humor title Patsy Walker[image: External link] #95 (both cover dated June 1961), which each displayed an "MC" box on its cover.[28] Then, in the wake of DC Comics' success in reviving superheroes in the late 1950s and early 1960s, particularly with the Flash[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], and other members of the team the Justice League of America[image: External link], Marvel followed suit.[n 1]

In 1961, writer-editor Stan Lee revolutionized superhero comics by introducing superheroes designed to appeal to more older readers than the predominantly child audiences of the medium. Modern Marvel's first superhero team, the titular stars of The Fantastic Four #1 (Nov. 1961),[29] broke convention with other comic book archetypes of the time by squabbling, holding grudges both deep and petty, and eschewing anonymity or secret identities in favor of celebrity status. Subsequently, Marvel comics developed a reputation for focusing on characterization and adult issues to a greater extent than most superhero comics before them, a quality which the new generation of older readers appreciated.[30] This applied to The Amazing Spider-Man title in particular, which turned out to be Marvel's most successful book. Its young hero suffered from self-doubt and mundane problems like any other teenager, something readers could identify with.

Lee and freelance artist and eventual co-plotter Jack Kirby's Fantastic Four originated in a Cold War[image: External link] culture that led their creators to revise the superhero conventions of previous eras to better reflect the psychological spirit of their age.[31] Eschewing such comic-book tropes as secret identities and even costumes at first, having a monster as one of the heroes, and having its characters bicker and complain in what was later called a "superheroes in the real world" approach, the series represented a change that proved to be a great success.[32]

Marvel often presented flawed superheroes, freaks, and misfits—unlike the perfect, handsome, athletic heroes found in previous traditional comic books. Some Marvel heroes looked like villains and monsters such as the Hulk and the Thing. This naturalistic[image: External link] approach even extended into topical politics.

Comics historian Mike Benton also noted:


In the world of [rival DC Comics'] Superman comic books, communism did not exist. Superman rarely crossed national borders or involved himself in political disputes.[33] From 1962 to 1965, there were more communists [in Marvel Comics] than on the subscription list of Pravda[image: External link]. Communist agents attack Ant-Man in his laboratory, red henchmen jump the Fantastic Four on the moon, and Viet Cong[image: External link] guerrillas take potshots at Iron Man.[34]



All of these elements struck a chord with the older readers, such as college-aged adults, and they successfully gained in a way not seen before. In 1965, Spider-Man and the Hulk were both featured in Esquire[image: External link] magazine's list of 28 college campus heroes, alongside John F. Kennedy[image: External link] and Bob Dylan[image: External link].[35] In 2009 writer Geoff Boucher reflected that, "Superman and DC Comics instantly seemed like boring old Pat Boone[image: External link]; Marvel felt like The Beatles[image: External link] and the British Invasion[image: External link]. It was Kirby's artwork with its tension and psychedelia[image: External link] that made it perfect for the times—or was it Lee's bravado and melodrama, which was somehow insecure and brash at the same time?"[36]

In addition to Spider-Man and the Fantastic Four, Marvel began publishing further superhero titles featuring such heroes and antiheroes as the Hulk, Thor, Ant-Man[image: External link], Iron Man, the X-Men, Daredevil, the Inhumans, Black Panther, Doctor Strange[image: External link], Captain Marvel[image: External link] and the Silver Surfer, and such memorable antagonists as Doctor Doom, Magneto, Galactus, Loki, the Green Goblin[image: External link], and Doctor Octopus[image: External link], all existing in a shared reality known as the Marvel Universe, with locations that mirror real-life cities such as New York, Los Angeles and Chicago.

Marvel even lampooned itself and other comics companies in a parody[image: External link] comic, Not Brand Echh[image: External link] (a play on Marvel's dubbing of other companies as "Brand Echh", à la the then-common phrase "Brand X").[37]
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 Cadence Industries ownership




In 1968, while selling 50 million comic books a year, company founder Goodman revised the constraining distribution arrangement with Independent News he had reached under duress during the Atlas years, allowing him now to release as many titles as demand warranted.[21] Late that year he sold Marvel Comics and his other publishing businesses to the Perfect Film and Chemical Corporation[image: External link], which continued to group them as the subsidiary Magazine Management Company[image: External link], with Goodman remaining as publisher.[38] In 1969, Goodman finally ended his distribution deal with Independent by signing with Curtis Circulation Company[image: External link].[21]

In 1971, the United States Department of Health, Education, and Welfare[image: External link] approached Marvel Comics editor-in-chief Stan Lee to do a comic book story about drug abuse. Lee agreed and wrote a three-part Spider-Man story portraying drug use as dangerous and unglamorous. However, the industry's self-censorship board, the Comics Code Authority, refused to approve the story because of the presence of narcotics, deeming the context of the story irrelevant. Lee, with Goodman's approval, published the story regardless in The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] #96–98 (May–July 1971), without the Comics Code seal. The market reacted well to the storyline, and the CCA subsequently revised the Code the same year.[39]

Goodman retired as publisher in 1972 and installed his son, Chip, as publisher,[40] Shortly thereafter, Lee succeeded him as publisher and also became Marvel's president[40] for a brief time.[41] During his time as president, he appointed as editor-in-chief Roy Thomas, who added "Stan Lee Presents" to the opening page of each comic book.[40]

A series of new editors-in-chief oversaw the company during another slow time for the industry. Once again, Marvel attempted to diversify, and with the updating of the Comics Code achieved moderate to strong success with titles themed to horror[image: External link] (The Tomb of Dracula[image: External link]), martial arts, (Shang-Chi: Master of Kung Fu[image: External link]), sword-and-sorcery[image: External link] (Conan the Barbarian[image: External link], Red Sonja[image: External link]), satire (Howard the Duck[image: External link]) and science fiction (2001: A Space Odyssey, " Killraven[image: External link]" in Amazing Adventures, Battlestar Galactica[image: External link], Star Trek[image: External link], and, late in the decade, the long-running Star Wars[image: External link] series). Some of these were published in larger-format black and white magazines, under its Curtis Magazines[image: External link] imprint. Marvel was able to capitalize on its successful superhero comics of the previous decade by acquiring a new newsstand distributor and greatly expanding its comics line. Marvel pulled ahead of rival DC Comics in 1972, during a time when the price and format of the standard newsstand comic were in flux.[42] Goodman increased the price and size of Marvel's November 1971 cover-dated comics from 15 cents for 36 pages total to 25 cents for 52 pages. DC followed suit, but Marvel the following month dropped its comics to 20 cents for 36 pages, offering a lower-priced product with a higher distributor discount.[43]

Goodman, now disconnected from Marvel, set up a new company called Seaboard Periodicals[image: External link] in 1974, reviving Marvel's old Atlas name for a new Atlas Comics[image: External link] line, but this lasted only a year and a half.[44] In the mid-1970s a decline of the newsstand distribution network affected Marvel. Cult hits such as Howard the Duck fell victim to the distribution problems, with some titles reporting low sales when in fact the first specialty comic book stores resold them at a later date.[citation needed[image: External link]] But by the end of the decade, Marvel's fortunes were reviving, thanks to the rise of direct market[image: External link] distribution—selling through those same comics-specialty stores instead of newsstands.

Marvel held its own comic book convention[image: External link], Marvelcon '75, in spring 1975, and promised a Marvelcon '76. At the 1975 event, Stan Lee used a Fantastic Four panel discussion to announce that Jack Kirby, the artist co-creator of most of Marvel's signature characters, was returning to Marvel after having left in 1970 to work for rival DC Comics.[45] In October 1976, Marvel, which already licensed reprints in different countries, including the UK, created a superhero specifically for the British market. Captain Britain[image: External link] debuted exclusively in the UK, and later appeared in American comics.[46]

In 1978, Jim Shooter became Marvel's editor-in-chief. Although a controversial personality, Shooter cured many of the procedural ills at Marvel, including repeatedly missed deadlines. During Shooter's nine-year tenure as editor-in-chief, Chris Claremont and John Byrne's run on the Uncanny X-Men[image: External link] and Frank Miller's run on Daredevil became critical and commercial successes.[48] Shooter brought Marvel into the rapidly evolving direct market[image: External link],[49] institutionalized creator royalties, starting with the Epic Comics[image: External link] imprint for creator-owned[image: External link] material in 1982; introduced company-wide crossover story arcs with Contest of Champions[image: External link] and Secret Wars; and in 1986 launched the ultimately unsuccessful New Universe[image: External link] line to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Marvel Comics imprint. Star Comics[image: External link], a children-oriented line differing from the regular Marvel titles, was briefly successful during this period.

Despite Marvel's successes in the early 1980s, it lost ground to rival DC in the latter half of the decade as many former Marvel stars defected to the competitor. DC scored critical and sales victories[50] with titles and limited series such as Watchmen[image: External link], Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link], Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], Byrne's revamp of Superman, and Alan Moore[image: External link]'s Swamp Thing[image: External link].
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 Marvel Entertainment Group ownership




In 1986, Marvel's parent, Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link] (MEG), was sold to New World Entertainment[image: External link], which within three years sold it to MacAndrews and Forbes[image: External link], owned by Revlon[image: External link] executive Ronald Perelman[image: External link] in 1989. In 1991 Perelman took MEG public. Following the rapid rise of this stock, Perelman issued a series of junk bonds[image: External link] that he used to acquire other entertainment companies, secured by MEG stock.[51]

Marvel earned a great deal of money with their 1980s children's comics imprint Star Comics[image: External link] and they earned a great deal more money and worldwide success during the comic book boom of the early 1990s, launching the successful 2099[image: External link] line of comics set in the future (Spider-Man 2099[image: External link], etc.) and the creatively daring though commercially unsuccessful Razorline[image: External link] imprint of superhero comics created by novelist and filmmaker Clive Barker[image: External link].[52][53] In 1990, Marvel began selling Marvel Universe Cards[image: External link] with trading card maker SkyBox International[image: External link]. These were collectible trading cards that featured the characters and events of the Marvel Universe. The 1990s saw the rise of variant covers[image: External link], cover enhancements, swimsuit issues[image: External link], and company-wide crossovers that affected the overall continuity of the fictional Marvel Universe

Marvel suffered a blow in early 1992, when seven of its most prized artists — Todd McFarlane[image: External link] (known for his work on Spider-Man[image: External link]), Jim Lee[image: External link] (X-Men), Rob Liefeld[image: External link] ( X-Force[image: External link]), Marc Silvestri[image: External link] (Wolverine), Erik Larsen[image: External link] (The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link]), Jim Valentino[image: External link] (Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]), and Whilce Portacio[image: External link] — left to form Image Comics[image: External link][54] in a deal brokered by Malibu Comics[image: External link]' owner Scott Mitchell Rosenberg[image: External link].[55] Three years later Rosenberg sold Malibu to Marvel on November 3, 1994,[55][56][57][58][58][59][60] who acquired the then-leading standard for computer coloring of comic books (developed by Rosenberg) in the process,[61] but also integrating the Genesis Universe[image: External link] (Earth-1136) and the Ultraverse[image: External link] (Earth-93060) into Marvel's multiverse[image: External link].

In late 1994, Marvel acquired the comic book distributor Heroes World Distribution[image: External link] to use as its own exclusive distributor.[62] As the industry's other major publishers made exclusive distribution deals with other companies, the ripple effect resulted in the survival of only one other major distributor in North America, Diamond Comic Distributors Inc.[image: External link][63][64] Then, by the middle of the decade, the industry had slumped, and in December 1996 MEG filed for Chapter 11[image: External link] bankruptcy protection.[51] In early 1997, when Marvel's Heroes World endeavor failed, Diamond also forged an exclusive deal with Marvel[65]—giving the company its own section of its comics catalog Previews.[66]

In 1996, Marvel had some of its titles participate in "Heroes Reborn", a crossover that allowed Marvel to relaunch some of its flagship characters such as the Avengers and the Fantastic Four, and outsource[image: External link] them to the studios of two of the former Marvel artists turned Image Comics founders, Jim Lee and Rob Liefeld. The relaunched titles, which saw the characters transported to a parallel universe with a history distinct from the mainstream Marvel Universe, were a solid success amidst a generally struggling industry,[67] but Marvel discontinued the experiment after a one-year run and returned the characters to the Marvel Universe proper.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Marvel Enterprises




In 1997, Toy Biz[image: External link] and MEG merged to end the bankruptcy, forming a new corporation, Marvel Enterprises[image: External link].[51] With his business partner Avi Arad[image: External link], publisher Bill Jemas[image: External link], and editor-in-chief Bob Harras[image: External link], Toy Biz co-owner Isaac Perlmutter[image: External link] helped stabilize the comics line.[68]

In 1998, the company launched the imprint Marvel Knights[image: External link], taking place just outside Marvel continuity with better production qualtity. The imprint was helmed by soon-to-become editor-in-chief Joe Quesada; it featured tough, gritty stories showcasing such characters as the Daredevil,[69] Inhumans and Black Panther.

With the new millennium, Marvel Comics emerged from bankruptcy and again began diversifying its offerings. In 2001, Marvel withdrew from the Comics Code Authority and established its own Marvel Rating System[image: External link] for comics. The first title from this era to not have the code was X-Force[image: External link] #119 (October 2001). Marvel also created new imprints[image: External link], such as MAX[image: External link] (an explicit-content line) and Marvel Adventures[image: External link] (developed for child audiences). In addition, the company created an alternate universe[image: External link] imprint, Ultimate Marvel, that allowed the company to reboot[image: External link] its major titles by revising and updating its characters to introduce to a new generation.

Some of its characters have been turned into successful film franchises, such as the Men in Black[image: External link] movie series, starting in 1997, Blade[image: External link] movie series, starting in 1998, X-Men[image: External link] movie series, starting in 2000, and the highest grossing series Spider-Man[image: External link], beginning in 2002.[70]

In a cross-promotion, the November 1, 2006, episode of the CBS soap opera The Guiding Light[image: External link], titled "She's a Marvel", featured the character Harley Davidson Cooper (played by Beth Ehlers[image: External link]) as a superheroine named the Guiding Light.[71] The character's story continued in an eight-page backup feature, "A New Light", that appeared in several Marvel titles published November 1 and 8.[72] Also that year, Marvel created a wiki[image: External link] on its Web site.[73]

In late 2007 the company launched Marvel Digital Comics Unlimited[image: External link], a digital archive of over 2,500 back issues available for viewing, for a monthly or annual subscription fee.[74]

In 2009 Marvel Comics closed its Open Submissions Policy, in which the company had accepted unsolicited samples from aspiring comic book artists, saying the time-consuming review process had produced no suitably professional work.[75] The same year, the company commemorated its 70th anniversary, dating to its inception as Timely Comics, by issuing the one-shot Marvel Mystery Comics 70th Anniversary Special #1 and a variety of other special issues.[76][77]
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 Disney conglomerate unit (2009–present)




On August 31, 2009, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] announced a deal to acquire Marvel Comics' parent corporation, Marvel Entertainment, for $4 billion[78] or $4.2 billion,[79] with Marvel shareholders[image: External link] to receive $30 and 0.745 Disney shares for each share of Marvel they own.[78] As of 2008, Marvel and its major, longtime competitor DC Comics shared over 80% of the American comic-book market.[80] As of September 2010, Marvel switched its bookstores distribution company from Diamond Book Distributors[image: External link] to Hachette Distribution Services[image: External link].[81]

Marvel relaunched the CrossGen[image: External link] imprint, owned by Disney Publishing Worldwide[image: External link], in March 2011.[82] Marvel and Disney Publishing began jointly publishing Disney/Pixar Presents magazine that May.[83]

Marvel discontinued its Marvel Adventures[image: External link] imprint in March 2012,[84] and replaced them with a line of two titles connected to the Marvel Universe TV block[image: External link].[85] Also in March, Marvel announced its Marvel ReEvolution initiative that included Infinite Comics,[86] a line of digital comics[image: External link], Marvel AR, an application software[image: External link] that provides an augmented reality[image: External link] experience to readers and Marvel NOW!, a relaunch of most of the company's major titles with different creative teams.[87][88] Marvel NOW! also saw the debut of new flagship titles including Uncanny Avengers and All-New X-Men[image: External link].[89]

In April 2013, Marvel and other Disney conglomerate components began announcing joint projects. With ABC[image: External link], a Once Upon a Time[image: External link] graphic novel was announced for publication in September.[90] With Disney, Marvel announced in October 2013 that in January 2014 it would release its first title under their joint "Disney Kingdoms" imprint "Seekers of the Weird", a five-issue miniseries.[79] On January 3, 2014, fellow Disney subsidiary Lucasfilm Limited, LLC[image: External link] announced that as of 2015, Star Wars comics[image: External link] would once again be published by Marvel.[91]

Following the events of the company-wide crossover "Secret Wars[image: External link]" in 2015, a relaunched Marvel universe began in September 2015, called the All-New, All-Different Marvel.[92]
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 Officers





	Michael Z. Hobson, executive vice president;[93] Marvel Comics Group vice-president (1986)[94]


	
Stan Lee, executive vice president and publisher (1986)[94]


	Joseph Calamari, executive vice president (1986)[94]


	
Jim Shooter, vice president and Editor-in-Chief (1986)[94]
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 Publishers





	Abraham Goodman, 1939[8] – ?

	
Martin Goodman, ? – 1972[40]


	Charles "Chip" Goodman 1972[40]


	
Stan Lee, 1972 – October 1996[40][41][93]


	
Shirrel Rhoades[image: External link], October 1996 – October 1998[93]


	Winston Fowlkes, February 1998 – November 1999[93]


	
Bill Jemas[image: External link], February 2000 – 2003[93]


	
Dan Buckley[image: External link], 2003–present[95]
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 Editors-in-chief




Marvel's chief editor originally held the title of "editor". This head editor's title later became "editor-in-chief". Joe Simon was the company's first true chief-editor, with publisher Martin Goodman, who had served as titular editor only and outsourced editorial operations.

In 1994 Marvel briefly abolished the position of editor-in-chief, replacing Tom DeFalco with five group editors-in-chief. As Carl Potts described the 1990s editorial arrangement:


In the early '90s, Marvel had so many titles that there were three Executive Editors, each overseeing approximately 1/3 of the line. Bob Budiansky[image: External link] was the third Executive Editor [following the previously appointed Mark Gruenwald and Potts]. We all answered to Editor-in-Chief Tom DeFalco and Publisher Mike Hobson[image: External link]. All three Executive Editors decided not to add our names to the already crowded credits on the Marvel titles. Therefore it wasn't easy for readers to tell which titles were produced by which Executive Editor … In late '94, Marvel reorganized into a number of different publishing divisions, each with its own Editor-in-Chief.[96]



Marvel reinstated the overall editor-in-chief position in 1995 with Bob Harras[image: External link].




	

	Editor




	
Martin Goodman (1939–1940; titular only)[8]


	
Joe Simon (1939–1941)

	
Stan Lee (1941–1942)

	
Vincent Fago[image: External link] (acting editor during Lee's military service) (1942–1945)

	Stan Lee (1945–1972)

	
Roy Thomas (1972–1974)

	
Len Wein[image: External link] (1974–1975)

	
Marv Wolfman[image: External link] ( black-and-white[image: External link] magazines 1974–1975, entire line 1975–1976)

	
Gerry Conway[image: External link] (1976)

	
Archie Goodwin[image: External link] (1976–1978)




	

	Editor-in-chief




	
Jim Shooter (1978–1987)

	
Tom DeFalco (1987–1994)

	
No overall; separate group editors-in-chief (1994–1995)

	
Mark Gruenwald, Universe (Avengers & Cosmic)

	
Bob Harras[image: External link], Mutant


	
Bob Budiansky[image: External link], Spider-Man


	
Bobbie Chase[image: External link], Marvel Edge[image: External link]


	
Carl Potts[image: External link], Epic Comics[image: External link] & general entertainment[96]






	
Bob Harras[image: External link] (1995–2000)

	
Joe Quesada (2000–2011)

	
Axel Alonso[image: External link] (2011–present)
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 Executive Editor




Originally called associate editor when Marvel's chief editor just carried the title of editor, the title of the next highest editorial position became executive editor under the chief editor title of editor-in-chief. The title of associate editor later was revived under the editor-in-chief as an editorial position in charge of few titles under the direction of an editor and without an assistant editor.


	Associate Editor





	
Chris Claremont[citation needed[image: External link]]?–1976

	Jim Shooter January 5, 1976 – January 2, 1978[97]







	Executive Editor





	
Tom DeFalco 1987

	
Mark Gruenwald 1987–1994, senior editor 1995–1996

	
Carl Potts[image: External link] Epic 1989–1994,[96] 1995–

	
Bob Budiansky[image: External link] early '90s – 1994[96]


	Bobbie Chase 1995–2001

	
Tom Brevoort[image: External link] 2007–present[98]


	Axel Alonso 2010 – January 2011[99]
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 Ownership





	
Martin Goodman (1939–1961–1968)




	Parent corporation




	
Magazine Management Co.[image: External link] (1968–1973)

	
Cadence Industries[image: External link] (1973–1986)

	
Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link] (1986–1998)

	
Marvel Enterprises[image: External link]

	Marvel Enterprises, Inc. (1998–2005)

	
Marvel Entertainment, Inc[image: External link] (2005–2009)

	Marvel Entertainment, LLC (2009–present, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link])
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 Offices




Located in New York City, Marvel has had successive headquarters:


	in the McGraw-Hill Building[image: External link],[8][100] where it originated as Timely Comics in 1939

	in suite 1401 of the Empire State Building[image: External link][100]


	at 635 Madison Avenue[image: External link] (the actual location, though the comic books' indicia[image: External link] listed the parent publishing-company's address of 625 Madison Ave.)[100]


	575 Madison Avenue;[100]


	387 Park Avenue South[100]


	
10 East 40th Street[image: External link][100]


	417 Fifth Avenue[image: External link][100]


	a 60,000-square-foot (5,600 m2) space at 135 W. 50th Street[101][102]
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 Market share




In August 2016, Marvel held a 30.78% share of the comics market, compared to its competitor DC Comics' 39.27% share.[103] By comparison, the companies respectively held 33.50% and 30.33% shares in 2013, and 40.81% and 29.94% shares in 2008.[104]
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 Marvel characters in other media




Marvel characters and stories have been adapted to many other media. Some of these adaptations were produced by Marvel Comics and its sister company, Marvel Studios[image: External link], while others were produced by companies licensing Marvel material.
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 Games




In June 1993, Marvel issued its collectable caps for milk caps game[image: External link] under the Hero Caps brand.[105] In 2014, the Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers Japanese TV series was launched together with a collectible game called Bachicombat, a game similar to the milk caps game, by Bandai[image: External link].[106]
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 Collectible card games




The RPG industry brought the development of the collectible card game[image: External link] (CCG) in the early 1990s which there were soon Marvel characters were featured in CCG of their own starting in 1995 with Fleer[image: External link]'s OverPower[image: External link] (1995–1999). Later collectible card game were:


	
Marvel Superstars[image: External link] (2010–?) Upper Deck Company[image: External link]


	
ReCharge Collectible Card Game[image: External link] (2001–? ) Marvel

	
Vs. System[image: External link] (2004–2009, 2014–) Upper Deck Company

	
X-Men Trading Card Game[image: External link] (2000–?) Wizards of the Coast[image: External link]
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 Role-playing




Main article: List of Marvel RPG supplements[image: External link]


TSR[image: External link] published the pen-and-paper role-playing game[image: External link] Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] in 1984. TSR then released in 1998 the Marvel Super Heroes Adventure Game[image: External link] which used a different system, the card-based SAGA system, than their first game. In 2003 Marvel Publishing published its own role-playing game, the Marvel Universe Roleplaying Game[image: External link], that used a diceless stone pool system.[107] In August 2011 Margaret Weis Productions[image: External link] announced it was developing a tabletop role-playing game[image: External link] based on the Marvel universe, set for release in February 2012 using its house Cortex Plus RPG system.[108]
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 Video games




Main article: List of video games based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


Video games based on Marvel characters go back to 1984 and the Atari game, Spider-Man[image: External link]. Since then several dozen video games have been released and all have been produced by outside licensees. In 2014, Disney Infinity 2.0: Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] was released that brought Marvel characters to the existing Disney[image: External link] sandbox video game.
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 Films




Main article: List of films based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


As of the start of September 2015, films based on Marvel's properties represent the highest-grossing U.S. franchise, having grossed over $7.7 billion [109] as part of a worldwide gross of over $18 billion.
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 Live shows





	
The Marvel Experience[image: External link] (2014–)

	
Marvel Universe Live![image: External link] (2014–) live arena show

	
Spider-Man Live![image: External link] (2002–2003)

	
Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark[image: External link] (2011–2014) a Broadway musical
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 Prose novels




Main articles: Marvel Books[image: External link] and Marvel Press[image: External link]


Marvel first licensed two prose novels to Bantam Books[image: External link], who printed The Avengers Battle the Earth Wrecker by Otto Binder (1967) and Captain America: The Great Gold Steal by Ted White[image: External link] (1968). Various publishers took up the licenses from 1978 to 2002. Also, with the various licensed films being released beginning in 1997, various publishers put out movie novelizations[image: External link].[110] In 2003, following publication of the prose young adult novel[image: External link] Mary Jane, starring Mary Jane Watson[image: External link] from the Spider-Man mythos, Marvel announced the formation of the publishing imprint[image: External link] Marvel Press[image: External link].[111] However, Marvel moved back to licensing with Pocket Books from 2005 to 2008.[110] With few books issued under the imprint, Marvel and Disney Books Group[image: External link] relaunched Marvel Press in 2011 with the Marvel Origin Storybooks line.[112]
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 Television programs




Main article: List of television series based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


Many television series, both live-action and animated, have based their productions on Marvel Comics characters. These include multiple series for popular characters such as Spider-Man, Iron Man and the X-Men. Additionally, a handful of television movies, usually also pilots, based on Marvel Comics characters have been made.
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 Theme parks




Marvel has licensed[113] its characters for theme-parks and attractions, including at the Universal Orlando Resort[image: External link]'s Islands of Adventure[image: External link], in Orlando, Florida[image: External link], which includes rides based on their iconic characters and costumed performers.[114]

Walt Disney Parks and Resorts[image: External link] plans on creating original Marvel attractions at their theme parks,[115][116] with Hong Kong Disneyland[image: External link] becoming the first Disney theme park to feature a Marvel attraction.[117][118] Due to the licensing agreement with Universal Studios, signed prior to Disney's purchase of Marvel, Walt Disney World and Tokyo Disney are barred from having Marvel characters in their parks.[119] However, this only includes characters Universal is currently using, other characters in their "families" (X-Men, Avengers, Fantastic Four, etc.), and the villains associated with said characters.[113] This clause has allowed Walt Disney World to have meet and greets, merchandise, attractions and more with other Marvel characters not associated with the characters at Islands of Adventures, such as Star-Lord[image: External link] and Gamora[image: External link] from Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link][120][121] as well as Baymax[image: External link] and Hiro[image: External link] from Big Hero 6[image: External link].[122]
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 Imprints





	Disney Kingdoms[79]


	Marvel Comics

	
Marvel Press[image: External link], joint imprint with Disney Books Group[image: External link]


	
Icon Comics[image: External link] (creator owned)

	Infinite Comics[image: External link]
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 Defunct






	Amalgam Comics[image: External link]

	CrossGen[image: External link]

	Curtis Magazines/Marvel Magazine Group

	Marvel Monsters Group





	
Epic Comics[image: External link] (creator owned) (1982–2004)

	
Malibu Comics[image: External link] (1994–1997)

	
Marvel 2099[image: External link] (1992–1998)

	Marvel Absurd[image: External link]

	Marvel Age/Adventures[image: External link]

	Marvel Books[image: External link]

	Marvel Edge[image: External link]

	Marvel Knights[image: External link]

	Marvel Illustrated[image: External link]

	Marvel Mangaverse[image: External link]

	Marvel Music[image: External link]

	Marvel Next[image: External link]

	Marvel Noir[image: External link]

	
Marvel UK[image: External link]

	Marvel Frontier





	MAX[image: External link]

	MC2[image: External link]

	New Universe[image: External link]

	
Paramount Comics[image: External link] (co-owned with Viacom[image: External link]'s Paramount Pictures[image: External link])

	Razorline[image: External link]

	Soleil[image: External link]

	Star Comics[image: External link]

	Tsunami[image: External link]

	Ultimate Comics
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 See also





	List of magazines released by Marvel Comics in the 1970s[image: External link]

	Panini Comics[image: External link]

	Soleil Productions[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Apocryphal legend has it that in 1961, either Jack Liebowitz[image: External link] or Irwin Donenfeld[image: External link] of DC Comics (then known as National Periodical Publications[image: External link]) bragged about DC's success with the Justice League (which had debuted in The Brave and the Bold #28 [February 1960] before going on to its own title) to publisher[image: External link] Martin Goodman (whose holdings included the nascent Marvel Comics) during a game of golf.



However, film producer and comics historian Michael Uslan[image: External link] partly debunked the story in a letter published in Alter Ego #43 (December 2004), pp. 43–44

Irwin said he never played golf with Goodman, so the story is untrue. I heard this story more than a couple of times while sitting in the lunchroom at DC's 909 Third Avenue and 75 Rockefeller Plaza office as Sol Harrison[image: External link] and [production chief] Jack Adler[image: External link] were schmoozing with some of us … who worked for DC during our college summers.... [T]he way I heard the story from Sol was that Goodman was playing with one of the heads of Independent News, not DC Comics (though DC owned Independent News). … As the distributor of DC Comics, this man certainly knew all the sales figures and was in the best position to tell this tidbit to Goodman. … Of course, Goodman would want to be playing golf with this fellow and be in his good graces. … Sol worked closely with Independent News' top management over the decades and would have gotten this story straight from the horse's mouth.



Goodman, a publishing trend-follower aware of the JLA's strong sales, confirmably directed his comics editor, Stan Lee, to create a comic-book series about a team of superheroes. According to Lee in Origins of Marvel Comics (Simon and Schuster/Fireside Books[image: External link], 1974), p. 16: "Martin mentioned that he had noticed one of the titles published by National Comics seemed to be selling better than most. It was a book called The [ sic[image: External link]] Justice League of America and it was composed of a team of superheroes. … ' If the Justice League is selling ', spoke he, 'why don't we put out a comic book that features a team of superheroes?'"
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First Appearance






In American comic books and other stories with a long history, first appearance refers to the first issue to feature a fictional character. These issues are often highly valued by collectors due to their rarity and iconic status.



TOP
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 Monetary value of first appearance issues




First appearances of popular characters are among the most valuable comic books in existence. Of the "ten most valuable comic books" listed in the spring 2002 issue of The Overstreet Comic Book Price Guide[image: External link], seven are first appearances of popular superheroes.[1] Another, Marvel Comics #1 (October 1939), is the first appearance of the Golden Age Human Torch[image: External link] but is more noteworthy as the first comic book published by industry giant Marvel Comics.

It can take many years for a character to attain sufficient popularity after their first appearance to be considered "iconic." By the point a character reaches that level of popularity, it is common for few copies of their first appearance issues to remain. Furthermore, even fewer of those remaining copies will be in the pristine condition prized by collectors. What few remain can be worth thousands of dollars[image: External link] to interested collectors. For example, in 2004, a copy of Flash Comics[image: External link] #1 (January 1940), the first appearance of The Flash[image: External link], was auctioned[image: External link] for $42,000[2] and a copy of Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941), the first appearance of Captain America sold for $64,400.[3] In 2010, another copy of Flash Comics #1 sold privately for $450,000.[4]

The first appearance of Superman, Action Comics #1[image: External link] (June 1938), has been regarded as the "holy grail[image: External link]" of comic books, due to its rarity (fewer than one hundred copies are thought to exist) and cultural significance.[5] Superman is widely considered to have solidified, if not created, the superhero archetype; therefore, his first appearance is not only important to fans of the character but to fans of superheroes and comic books as a whole.[6] Well-preserved copies of Action Comics #1 have been sold at auction for record-breaking prices. A copy graded at 8.0 ("very fine") on the 10-point scale typically used by collectors was sold at auction for $1,000,000 in 2010.[7] Even a copy graded at a much lower 5.5 ("fine minus") sold for $956,000 in 2016.[5]

Shortly after the record-breaking million-dollar sale of Action Comics #1 in 2010, a copy of Detective Comics[image: External link] #27 featuring the first appearance of Batman was sold for $1,075,000 in a Heritage[image: External link] auction.[8]

Several factors determine the value of a first appearance. Note: All values are according to ComicsPriceGuide.com[image: External link] and are for editions certified by the Certified Collectibles Group[image: External link] (see below):


	The importance of the character(s) that debuted; the first appearance of Spider-Man in very fine condition is listed at $45,150; the first appearance of the less popular Iron Man, in the same condition, is listed at $3,837; and the first appearances of the vast majority of characters are not valued significantly higher than other comics published the same month.

	The rarity of comic book itself; comics from the Golden Age are usually more valuable than later comic books because they are older and fewer copies survive. Spider-Man is more popular than The Spectre but Spider-Man’s 1962 first appearance is valued at $45,150 while a copy of The Spectre's 1940 debut, in fine condition, is valued at $54,000. Also, first appearances often lack value if they are relatively recent issues of high-profile, best-selling titles. Except during a 1990s collector’s bubble[image: External link], the first appearances of several Image Comics[image: External link] characters and newer X-Men have not been as valuable as one may expect for such popular characters because those comics were widely produced.

	Other reasons for historical importance; The Fantastic Four[image: External link] (November 1961) #1 is not only the first appearance of the eponymous group but also represents a turning point in the history of Marvel Comics and is the first issue of a long-running series.

	Occasionally, a comic book is the first appearance of more than one important character. Usually the characters are related; X-Men[image: External link] #1 (September 1963) introduced the X-Men and their archenemy Magneto.[9] However, rarely a comic book is the first appearance of two unrelated, important characters. More Fun Comics[image: External link] #73 (November 1941) introduced both Green Arrow and Aquaman, who have little relation to one another.[10] This is also the case with Action Comics #1, which contained the first appearances of Zatara and Tex Thomson[image: External link], as well as Superman.

	Occasionally a first appearance will lack the value expected for a character of such stature because the debut was not splashy. Wonder Woman, an immensely popular and historically important hero, debuted in All Star Comics #8[image: External link] (December 1941) in one of several stories and was not featured on the cover. This issue is valued at $30,000 in fine condition. Comparatively, the first appearances of equally (or even less) important peers Green Lantern[image: External link] and The Flash, boldly introduced on their covers, are worth $131,250 and $69,000, respectively. Arguably, the first appearance of Wonder Woman is worth much less because she did not make a flashy debut that lent the comic book an air of history.

	As is the case with all collectibles, condition greatly affects the value of comic books, although considerable wear is expected for decades-old comics. Most comic books are worth more if their condition is certified and they are protectively packaged (or "slabbed") by the Certified Collectibles Group, a professional grading service involved in the sale of most high-value comic books, although some fans accuse the group of inflating the value of comics.[11]
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 Reader interest in first appearances




Collectors[image: External link] value first appearances for their rarity and historical value, while many regular readers are interested in viewing how their favorite characters were originally portrayed. Reprints of first appearances are often published, both as single comic books and in trade paperbacks[image: External link], usually with other early appearances of the character. Marvel Comics' "Essential" line has become popular by giving readers an affordable glimpse into characters' early history.[12]

Historically, first appearances tell the origin story[image: External link] for the character, although some, such as Batman and Green Goblin[image: External link], remained dubious figures for several issues. Modern[image: External link] writers prefer to tell a character’s origin across an entire story arc or keep a newly introduced character mysterious until a "secret origin" issue. Some fans consider this a gimmick[image: External link] and prefer the older method.[13]

The artistic merit of many first appearances is debatable. The events portrayed in most famous first appearances are continuously retconed[image: External link], rebooted[image: External link] and/or expanded upon by subsequent writers. Like many golden and silver[image: External link] age comics, first appearances often become dated and do not fit the modern portrayal of the character.

However, some first appearances are considered classics. 1990s-era Spider-Man writer Howard Mackie[image: External link] said that his favorite story featuring the character was his first appearance and origin story in Amazing Fantasy[image: External link] #15 (August 1962), stating that writer Stan Lee and artist Steve Ditko[image: External link] "gave us everything we needed, I wanted or could ask for in the least possible space. Every single person who retells the origin never improves on the original, they simply expand it."[14]
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 Ambiguity of first appearance




While a seemingly a simple concept, determining the first appearance may be complex. The following are instances in which a character’s first appearance may be difficult to determine:


	Those unfamiliar to comics may assume that Iron Man’s first appearance is The Invincible Iron Man #1 (May 1968). However, in the golden and early silver[image: External link] ages of comic books, few superheroes debuted in magazines carrying their names. More often a character first appeared in a generically titled anthology[image: External link] series. If the character proved popular, a new series was launched. For example, Iron Man first appeared in Tales of Suspense #39 (March 1963) and appeared regularly in that series for five years before Marvel launched a series properly named Iron Man. Wonder Woman, Spider-Man, The Mighty Thor and many others also first appeared in anthology series.

	The first appearance of "all-star" teams is given as the first instance in which that team banded together regardless of whether or not it consists of previously existing characters. The first appearance of The Justice League of America[image: External link] is considered The Brave and the Bold[image: External link] #28 (May 1960), the issue in which they first operated as a group, although none of its members first appeared in that issue. Alternatively, X-Men[image: External link] #1 (September 1963) is both the first appearance of the X-Men and that of each of the team’s original members.

	Sometimes a character first appears in the last page of an issue, foreshadowing[image: External link] his or her greater role in the next issue. Arguments can ensue over whether the first appearance is the issue containing the final page cameo[image: External link] or the subsequent issue which more adequately introduced the character. Wolverine was first seen in the last page of The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] #180 (October 1974) but makes a more full appearance in issue #181 (November 1974). Stricter fans may consider The Incredible Hulk #180 Wolverine’s first appearance but most consider it #181. ComicsPriceGuide.com lists a copy of issue #180, rated very fine, at $149 and #181 at $2,075. Comparatively, The Incredible Hulk #179 (September 1974), which has no special importance, is listed at $11, so both types of first appearance add value to a comic book.

	
Retconning[image: External link] can also complicate first appearances. Initially, Cable was portrayed as a wholly new character, first appearing in The New Mutants[image: External link] #87 (March 1990). However, writers later changed his background, stating that Cable is an adult, time-traveling[image: External link] Nathan Summers, the son of Cyclops and Madelyne Pryor[image: External link], first seen in Uncanny X-Men[image: External link] #201 (January 1986). Both issues could be given as the first appearance of Cable. Further complicating the matter, Cable was seen in a cameo at the end of The New Mutants #86 (February 1990).

	Some superhero identities are used by more than one character. The original Green Lantern first appeared in All-American Comics[image: External link] #16 (April 1940). During the Silver Age, Green Lantern[image: External link], like many DC heroes, was rebooted[image: External link] with a totally new identity. The second Green Lantern, Hal Jordan[image: External link], debuted in Showcase[image: External link] #22 (October 1959). All-American Comics #16 is still considered the first appearance of Green Lantern, both of the original title-bearer and the superhero identity itself. To avoid confusion, Showcase #22 is called the first appearance of Hal Jordan, of Green Lantern II or of the Silver Age Green Lantern.

	Occasionally, a character will appear in the background of a comic book before fully introduced. Spider-Man’s early love interest Liz Allan[image: External link] is first addressed by name in Amazing Spider-Man #4 (September 1963). However, an unnamed character in Amazing Spider-Man #1 (March 1963) is, based on her appearance and dialogue, probably Allan. Plus, Amazing Fantasy #15 (August 1962), shows an unnamed, unspeaking character who looks exactly like Allan. Thus Allan's first appearance may be given as any of the three.

	Some characters appear in more than one continuity[image: External link]. While the first appearance of Nightcrawler[image: External link] is Giant-Size X-Men #1 (May 1975), the first appearance of “Ultimate Nightcrawler[image: External link]” (Nightcrawler in the alternate Ultimate Marvel universe) is Ultimate X-Men[image: External link] #6 (August 2001).

	Sometimes new characters are created for television[image: External link] or film[image: External link] adaptations of a franchise and are later added to the comic book continuity. The Batman adversary Harley Quinn[image: External link] debuted in the 1992 Batman: The Animated Series[image: External link] episode Joker's Favor. Her first appearance in comic[image: External link] format was the graphic novel[image: External link] The Batman Adventures #12[image: External link], which took place in the continuity of Batman: The Animated Series. Her first appearance in the regular "DC Universe[image: External link]" was the 1999 one-shot[image: External link] Batman: Harley Quinn. Thus her first appearance is technically Joker's Favor, her first appearance in a comic book was The Batman Adventures #12 and her first appearance in the regular DC Comics continuity was Batman: Harley Quinn. Similarly, Firestar[image: External link] first appeared in Spider-Man and His Amazing Friends[image: External link] #1, which adapted the first episode of the TV series. Her first Earth-616[image: External link] appearance was in The Uncanny X-Men[image: External link] #193.

	Rarely, a character debuts in a publisher’s foreign branch and then appears in a domestic series. Psylocke[image: External link] first appeared in Captain Britain[image: External link] #8 (December 1976), an original series of Marvel UK[image: External link] not widely available outside of Great Britain[image: External link]. Her debut in an American series was The New Mutants Annual #2 (1986). Her first appearance is sometimes given as either but more correctly it is Captain Britain #8 while The New Mutants Annual #2 is her first US appearance.

	Some characters appear first in a normal supporting role before becoming a superhero or villain. For example, Roderick Kingsley first appeared as a minor supporting character in The Spectacular Spider-Man[image: External link] #43 (June 1980). However, he would later take on the villainous role of the Hobgoblin[image: External link] in The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] #238 (March 1983), becoming one of Spider-Man's most dangerous foes. The latter issue, featuring his first appearance as the Hobgoblin, is worth quite a bit more than his original debut.
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 First appearances of popular heroes, villains and teams




Note: All values are according to Comics Price Guide. Prices given are for the best available editions. Thus prices of Golden Age comics are for editions in "fine" condition because editions in better condition for such old comics are either extremely rare or have never been confirmed to exist. Prices for Silver Age[image: External link] and subsequent comics are for "very fine" editions. Priced are also for editions graded by the Certified Collectibles Group. Data is correct as of 25 January 2006.



	Character(s)
	First Appearance
	Cover Date
	Publisher
	Estimated Value



	Superman
	Action Comics #1[image: External link]
	June 1938
	DC Comics
	$2,100,000 [1][image: External link]



	Batman
	Detective Comics[image: External link] #27
	May 1939
	DC Comics
	$475,000



	Sandman (Wesley Dodds)
	Adventure Comics[image: External link] #40
	July 1939
	DC Comics
	$60,000



	Namor the Sub-Mariner[image: External link]
	Marvel Comics #1
	October 1939
	Timely Comics
	$400,000



	Jay Garrick/Flash I[image: External link]; Hawkman[image: External link]
	Flash Comics[image: External link] #1
	January 1940
	All-American Pubs.
	$95,000



	Captain Marvel
	Whiz Comics[image: External link] #2
	February 1940
	Fawcett Comics
	$90,000



	Robin
	Detective Comics[image: External link] #38
	May 1940
	DC Comics
	$75,000



	The Spectre[image: External link]
	More Fun Comics[image: External link] #52
	February 1940
	DC Comics
	$72,000



	Lex Luthor[image: External link]
	Action Comics[image: External link] #23
	May 1940
	DC Comics
	$8,025



	The Joker[image: External link]; Catwoman[image: External link]
	Batman[image: External link] #1
	Spring 1940
	DC Comics
	$160,500 [2][image: External link]



	Green Lantern[image: External link]
	All-American Comics[image: External link] #16
	July 1940
	All-American Pubs.
	$131,250



	Captain America
	Captain America Comics #1
	March 1941
	Timely Comics
	$125,250



	Aquaman; Green Arrow
	More Fun Comics[image: External link] #73
	November 1941
	DC Comics
	$10,050



	Wonder Woman
	All Star Comics #8[image: External link]
	December 1941
	All-American Pubs.
	$60,000



	Barry Allen/Flash II[image: External link]
	Showcase[image: External link] #4
	October 1956
	DC Comics
	$48,000[15]



	The Justice League of America[image: External link]
	The Brave and the Bold[image: External link] #28
	May 1960
	DC Comics
	$8,127



	The Fantastic Four[image: External link]
	The Fantastic Four[image: External link] #1
	November 1961
	Marvel Comics
	$28,896



	The Hulk
	The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] #1
	May 1962
	Marvel Comics
	$21,672



	Dr. Doom[image: External link]
	The Fantastic Four[image: External link] #5
	June 1962
	Marvel Comics
	$4,154



	Spider-Man
	Amazing Fantasy #15[image: External link]
	August 1962
	Marvel Comics
	$45,150



	Iron Man
	Tales of Suspense #39
	March 1963
	Marvel Comics
	$3,837



	Doctor Strange[image: External link]
	Strange Tales #110
	July 1963
	Marvel Comics
	$3,500



	X-Men; Magneto
	X-Men #1
	September 1963
	Marvel Comics
	$13,545



	The Avengers
	The Avengers #1
	September 1963
	Marvel Comics
	$5,148



	Daredevil
	Daredevil #1
	April 1964
	Marvel Comics
	$3,160



	Teen Titans[image: External link]
	The Brave and the Bold[image: External link] #54
	July 1964
	DC Comics
	$415



	The Punisher
	The Amazing Spider-Man #129[image: External link]
	February 1974
	Marvel Comics
	$15,000



	Wolverine
	The Incredible Hulk #181
	October 1974
	Marvel Comics
	$350



	Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles[image: External link]
	Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles[image: External link] #1
	May 1984
	Mirage Studios[image: External link]
	$2,400





	
^ Nicolas Cage[image: External link]'s 9.0 graded Action Comics #1 sold in 2011.

	
^ Batman #1, the first appearance of the Joker and Catwoman, is especially valuable since it is also the first issue of a long-running series and the first comic book to bear Batman's name as its title.
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Joe Simon






For other people named Joe Simon, see Joe Simon (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Joseph Henry "Joe" Simon (born Hymie Simon; October 11, 1913 – December 14, 2011) was an American comic book writer, artist, editor, and publisher. Simon created or co-created many important characters in the 1930s–1940s Golden Age of Comic Books and served as the first editor of Timely Comics, the company that would evolve into Marvel Comics.

With his partner, artist Jack Kirby, he co-created Captain America, one of comics' most enduring superheroes, and the team worked extensively on such features at DC Comics as the 1940s Sandman and Sandy the Golden Boy[image: External link], and co-created the Newsboy Legion, the Boy Commandos, and Manhunter. Simon and Kirby creations for other comics publishers include Boys' Ranch, Fighting American and the Fly. In the late 1940s, the duo created the field of romance comics[image: External link], and were among the earliest pioneers of horror comics[image: External link]. Simon, who went on to work in advertising and commercial art, also founded the satirical[image: External link] magazine Sick[image: External link] in 1960, remaining with it for a decade. He briefly returned to DC Comics in the 1970s.

Simon was inducted into the Will Eisner Comic Book Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 1999.



TOP
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 Early life




Joe Simon was born in 1913 as Hymie Simon[1] and raised in Rochester[image: External link], New York, the son of Harry Simon, who had emigrated from Leeds[image: External link], England, in 1905, and Rose (Kurland),[2][3] whom Harry met in the United States.[4] Harry Simon moved to Rochester, then a clothing-manufacturing center where his younger brother Isaac lived,[5] and the couple had a daughter, Beatrice, in 1912.[4] A poor Jewish[image: External link] family, the Simons lived in "a first-floor flat which doubled as my father's tailor shop."[6] Simon attended Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] High School, where he was art director for the school newspaper and the yearbook[image: External link] – earning his first professional fee as an artist when two universities each paid $10 publication rights for his art deco[image: External link], tempera[image: External link] splash pages for the yearbook sections.[7]
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 Career
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 Beginnings




Upon graduation in 1932, Simon was hired by Rochester Journal-American[image: External link] art director Adolph Edler as an assistant, replacing Simon's future comics colleague Al Liederman, who had quit.[8] Between production duties, he did occasional sports and editorial cartoons[image: External link] for the paper.[9] Two years later, Simon took an art job at the Syracuse Herald[image: External link] in Syracuse, New York[image: External link], for $45 a week, supplying sports and editorial cartoons here as well. Shortly thereafter, for $60 a week, he succeeded Liederman as art director of a paper whose name Simon recalled in his 1990 autobiography as the Syracuse Journal American,[10] although the Syracuse Journal[image: External link] and the Syracuse Sunday American[image: External link], were the separate weekday and Sunday papers, respectively. The paper soon closed, and Simon, at 23, ventured to New York City.[11]

There, Simon took a room at the boarding house[image: External link] Haddon Hall, in the Morningside Heights[image: External link] neighborhood of Manhattan[image: External link], near Columbia University[image: External link]. At the suggestion of the art director of the New York Journal American[image: External link], he sought and found freelance work at Paramount Pictures[image: External link], working above the Paramount Theatre[image: External link] on Broadway, retouching the movie studio[image: External link]'s publicity photos.[12] He also found freelance work at Macfadden Publications[image: External link], doing illustrations for True Story[image: External link] and other magazines. Sometime afterward, his boss, art director Harlan Crandall, recommended Simon to Lloyd Jacquet[image: External link], head of Funnies, Inc.[image: External link], one of that era's comic-book "packagers" that supplied comics content on demand to publishers testing the new medium. That day, Simon received his first comics assignment, a seven-page Western[image: External link].

Four days later, Jacquet asked Simon, at the behest of Timely Comics publisher Martin Goodman, to create a flaming superhero like Timely's successful character the Human Torch[image: External link]. From this came Simon's first comic-book hero, the Fiery Mask[image: External link].[12] Simon used the pseudonym Gregory Sykes on at least one story during this time, "King of the Jungle", starring Trojak The Tiger Man, in Timely's Daring Mystery Comics[image: External link] #2 (Feb. 1940).[13]
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 Simon and Kirby




During this time, Simon met Fox Feature Syndicate comics artist Jack Kirby, with whom he would soon have a storied collaboration lasting a decade-and-a-half. Speaking at a 1998 Comic-Con International[image: External link] panel in San Diego, California, Simon recounted the meeting:


I had a suit and Jack thought that was really nice. He'd never seen a comic book artist with a suit before. The reason I had a suit was that my father was a tailor. Jack's father was a tailor too, but he made pants! Anyway, I was doing freelance work and I had a little office in New York about ten blocks from DC [Comics]' and Fox [Feature Syndicate]'s offices, and I was working on Blue Bolt for Funnies, Inc.[image: External link] So, of course, I loved Jack's work and the first time I saw it I couldn't believe what I was seeing. He asked if we could do some freelance work together. I was delighted and I took him over to my little office. We worked from the second issue of Blue Bolt...[14]



and remained a team across the next two decades. In the early 2000s, original art for an unpublished, five-page Simon and Kirby collaboration titled "Daring Disc", which may predate the duo's Blue Bolt, surfaced. Simon published the story in the 2003 updated edition of his autobiography, The Comic Book Makers.

After leaving Fox and landing at pulp magazine[image: External link] publisher Martin Goodman's Timely Comics (the future Marvel Comics), where Simon became the company's first editor,[15] the Simon and Kirby team created the seminal patriotic hero Captain America.[16] Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941), going on sale in December 1940[17] – a year before the bombing of Pearl Harbor but already showing the hero punching Hitler in the jaw[18] – sold nearly one million copies.[19] They remained on the hit series as a team through issue #10, and were established as a notable creative force in the industry.[20] After the first issue was published, Simon asked Kirby to join the Timely staff as the company's art director.[21]

Despite the success of the Captain America character, Simon felt Goodman was not paying the pair the promised percentage of profits, and so sought work for the two of them at National Comics,[22] (later named DC Comics). Simon and Kirby negotiated a deal that would pay them a combined $500 a week, as opposed to the $75 and $85 they respectively earned at Timely.[23] Fearing that Goodman would not pay them if he found out they were moving to National, the pair kept the deal a secret while they continued producing work for the company.[24] At some point during this time, the duo also produced Fawcett Comics' Captain Marvel Adventures #1 (1941), the first complete comic book starring Captain Marvel following the character's run as star of the superhero anthology Whiz Comics[image: External link].[25]

Kirby and Simon spent their first weeks at National trying to devise new characters while the company sought how best to utilize the pair.[26] After a few failed editor-assigned ghosting assignments, National's Jack Liebowitz[image: External link] told them to "just do what you want". The pair then revamped the Sandman feature in Adventure Comics[image: External link] and created the superhero Manhunter.[27][28] In July 1942 they began the Boy Commandos feature. The ongoing "kid gang" series Boy Commandos, launched later that same year, was the team's first National feature to graduate into its own title.[29] It sold over a million copies a month, becoming National's third best-selling title.[30] They also scored a hit with the homefront kid-gang team, the Newsboy Legion in Star-Spangled Comics[image: External link].[31] In 2010, DC Comics writer and executive Paul Levitz[image: External link] observed that "Like Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster, the creative team of Joe Simon and Jack Kirby was a mark of quality and a proven track record."[32]

Harry Mendryk, art restorer on Titan Books[image: External link]' Simon and Kirby series of hardcover collections, believes Simon used the pseudonym Glaven on at least two covers during this time: those of Harvey Comics' Speed Comics #22 and Champ Comics #22 (both Sept. 1942),[33] though the Grand Comics Database does not independently confirm this.[34] Mendryk also believes that both Kirby and Simon used the pseudonym Jon Henri on a handful of other 1942 Harvey comics,[35] as does Who's Who in American Comic Books 1929–1999.[36]

Simon enlisted in the U.S. Coast Guard[image: External link] during World War II.[37] He said in his 1990 autobiography that he was first assigned to the Mounted Beach Patrol at Long Beach Island[image: External link], off Barnegat, New Jersey[image: External link], for a year before being sent to boot camp near Baltimore, Maryland, for basic training.[38] Afterward, he reported for duty with the Combat Art Corps in Washington, D.C., part of the Coast Guard Public Information Division. He was stationed there in 1944 when he met New York Post[image: External link] sports columnist Milt Gross[image: External link], who was with the Coast Guard Public Relations Unit, and the two became roommates in civilian housing.[39] Pursuant to his unit's mission to publicize the Coast Guard, Simon created a true-life Coast Guard comic book that DC agreed to publish, followed by versions syndicated nationally by Parents[image: External link] magazine in Sunday newspaper comics sections, under the title True Comics. This led to his being assigned to create a comic book aimed at driving Coast Guard recruitment. With Gross as his writer collaborator, Simon produced Adventure Is My Career, distributed by Street and Smith Publications[image: External link] for sale at newsstands.[40]

Returning to New York City after his discharge, Simon married Harriet Feldman,[41] the secretary to Harvey Comics' Al Harvey. The Simons and the now-married Kirby and his wife and first child moved to houses diagonally across from each other on Brown Street in Mineola, New York[image: External link], on Long Island[image: External link], where Simon and Kirby each worked from a home studio.[42]
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 Crestwood, Black Magic and romance comics




As superhero comics waned in popularity after the end of World War II, Simon and Kirby began producing a variety of stories in many genres. In partnership with Crestwood Publications, they developed the imprint[image: External link] Prize Group, through which they published Boys' Ranch and launched an early horror comic[image: External link], the atmospheric and non-gory series Black Magic. The team also produced crime[image: External link] and humor comics, and are credited as well with publishing the first romance comics[image: External link] title, Young Romance, starting a hugely successful trend.

At the urging of a Crestwood salesman, Kirby and Simon launched their own comics company, Mainline Publications,[43][44] in late 1953 or early 1954, subletting space from their friend Al Harvey[image: External link]'s Harvey Publications[image: External link] at 1860 Broadway[image: External link].[7] Mainline published four titles: the Western[image: External link] Bullseye: Western Scout; the war comic[image: External link] Foxhole, since EC Comics[image: External link] and Atlas Comics were having success with war comics, but promoting theirs as being written and drawn by actual veterans; In Love, since their earlier romance comic[image: External link] Young Love[image: External link] was still being widely imitated; and the crime comic Police Trap, which claimed to be based on genuine accounts by law-enforcement officials. Bitter that Timely Comics' 1950s iteration, Atlas Comics, had relaunched Captain America in a new series in 1954, Kirby and Simon created Fighting American. Simon recalled, "We thought we'd show them how to do Captain America".[45] While the comic book initially portrayed the protagonist as an anti-Communist dramatic hero, Simon and Kirby turned the series into a superhero satire with the second issue, in the aftermath of the Army-McCarthy hearings[image: External link] and the public backlash against the Red-baiting U.S. Senator[image: External link] Joseph McCarthy[image: External link].[43]

The partnership ended in 1955 with the comic book industry beset by self-imposed censorship, negative publicity, and a slump in sales. Simon "wanted to do other things and I stuck with comics," Kirby recalled in 1971. "It was fine. There was no reason to continue the partnership and we parted friends."[46] Simon turned primarily to advertising and commercial art[image: External link], while dipping back into comics on occasion. The Simon and Kirby team reunited briefly in 1959 with Simon writing and collaborating on art for Archie Comics, where the duo updated the superhero the Shield in the two-issue The Double Life of Private Strong (June–Aug. 1959), and Simon created the superhero the Fly;[47] they went on to collaborate on the first two issues of The Adventures of the Fly (Aug.–Sept. 1959), and Simon and other artists, including Al Williamson[image: External link], Jack Davis[image: External link], and Carl Burgos[image: External link], did four issues before Simon moved on to work in commercial art.
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 Silver Age of Comics and later




Through the 1960s, Simon produced promotional comics for the advertising agency Burstein and Newman, becoming art director of Burstein, Phillips and Newman from 1964 to 1967.[48] Concurrently, in 1960, he founded the satirical[image: External link] magazine Sick[image: External link], a competitor of Mad[image: External link] magazine, and edited and produced material for it for over a decade.

During this period, known to fans and historians as the Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link], Simon and Kirby again reteamed for Harvey Comics in 1966, updating Fighting American for a single issue (Oct. 1966). Simon, as owner, packager, and editor, also helped launch Harvey's original superhero line, with Unearthly Spectaculars #1–3 (Oct. 1965 – March 1967) and Double-Dare Adventures #1–2 (Dec. 1966 – March 1967), the latter of which introduced the influential writer-artist Jim Steranko to comics.[49]

In 1968, Simon created the two-issue DC Comics series Brother Power the Geek[image: External link], about a mannequin[image: External link] given a semblance of life who wanders philosophically through 1960s hippie[image: External link] culture; Al Bare provided some of the art.[50] Simon and artist Jerry Grandenetti[image: External link] then created DC's four-issue Prez[image: External link] (Sept. 1973 – March 1974), about America's first teen-age president[49][51] and the three-issue Champion Sports (Nov. 1973 – March 1974).[49] That same year, Simon returned to the romance genre as editor of Young Romance and Young Love and oversaw a Black Magic reprint series.[52]

Simon and Kirby teamed one last time later that year, with Simon writing the first issue (Winter 1974) of a six-issue new incarnation of the Sandman.[53] Simon and Grandenetti then created the Green Team: Boy Millionaires[image: External link] in the DC try-out series 1st Issue Special[image: External link] #2 (May 1975), and the freakish Outsiders[image: External link] in 1st Issue Special #10 (Jan. 1976).[49]
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 21st century




In the 2000s, Simon turned to painting and marketing reproductions of his early comic book covers. He appeared in various news media in 2007 in response to Marvel Comics' announced "death" of Captain America in Captain America vol. 5, #25 (March 2007), stating, "It's a hell of a time for him to go. We really need him now".[54][55]

For a concept called ShieldMaster, created by Jim Simon, Joe Simon provided prototype art. A ShieldMaster graphic novel was in production by Organic Comix in 2010 and was scheduled for release in 2011.[56]

Simon is among the interview subjects in Superheroes: A Never-Ending Battle, a three-hour documentary narrated by Liev Schreiber[image: External link] that premiered posthumously on PBS[image: External link] in October 2013.[57]

Simon's grandchildren attended the Los Angeles premiere of Captain America: The First Avenger and called Simon from the red carpet when his name was announced as creator of the character.[58]
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 Personal life




Simon was married to Harriet Feldman,[41] with whom he lived on Brown Street in Mineola, New York[image: External link], on Long Island[image: External link].[42] The Simons had two sons and three daughters.[59]

Simon died in New York City on December 14, 2011, at the age of 98, after a brief illness.[59][60][61]

Marvel Comics dedicated Avenging Spider-Man[image: External link] #5 to Simon.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Inkpot Award[image: External link], 1998[62]


	
Will Eisner Comic Book Hall of Fame[image: External link], 1999

	
Inkwell Awards[image: External link] Joe Sinnott Hall of Fame, 2014.[63]
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All-Winners Squad






The All-Winners Squad is a fictional[image: External link] superhero team appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. The company's first such team, it first appeared in All Winners Comics #19 (Fall 1946), published by Marvel predecessor Timely Comics during the period fans and historians call the Golden Age of Comic Books.

While the comic-book title has no hyphen, Marvel, on its website version of the company's The Official Handbook Of The Marvel Universe: Teams 2005, spells the team name "All-Winners Squad" with a hyphen,[1] as do independent sources.[2][3]
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 1940s Golden Age appearances




The All-Winners Squad was created for Marvel predecessor Timely Comics in 1946, near the end of the Golden Age of Comic Books. It consisted of Captain America and sidekick Bucky; the Human Torch and sidekick Toro; the Sub-Mariner; super-speedster the Whizzer; and Miss America. Timely previously had a non-superhero team of detectives, the 3Xs.

While the super-team made only two Golden Age appearances — in All Winners Comics #19 (Fall 1946) and #21 (Winter 1946; there was no issue #20)[3] — it reacquired fan interest upon their being reprinted by Marvel during the 1960s Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link].

The first appearance of the All-Winners Squad, titled "The Crime of the Ages", was written by Bill Finger[image: External link]. Its seven chapters were pencilled variously by Vince Alascia[image: External link], Al Avison, Bob Powell[image: External link], and Syd Shores, and inked by Avison, Alascia, Powell, Allen Bellman, Al Gabriele, and Don Rico[image: External link].[3]

The second outing, "Menace From the Future World", was written by Otto Binder. Its seven chapters penciled by Alascia, Avison, Shores, and the pseudonymous Charles Nicholas[image: External link] also known as Chuck Nicholas, and inked by Alascia, Avison, Gabriele, Nicholas, and Shores.[3]

Timely and Marvel editor-in-chief Stan Lee recalled in 1999:


I suspect that [Timely's publisher] Martin Goodman was the guy behind the All-Winners Squad. It's not the type of title I'd have made up. I think he simply must have said to me one day, 'I wanna do a book featuring the Torch, Toro, C.A., etc. — and let's call it the All-Winners Squad.' In which case I woulda just gotten the stuff together and sent it out. But honestly, although I can remember the title, I can remember nothing else about it.[4]



Latter-day fans during the Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link] were introduced to the team via reprints 20 years later, with their tale in All-Winners Comics #19 being reprinted in Fantasy Masterpieces[image: External link] #10 (Aug. 1967) and All Winners Comics #21 being reprinted in Marvel Super-Heroes[image: External link] #17-18 (Nov. 1968 & Jan. 1969). Thirty after this, the entirety of All Winners Comics #19 was reprinted as Timely Presents: All-Winners (hyphen sic; title per reprint indicia), also known as Timely Comics Presents All Winners Comics (title per reprint cover) (Dec. 1999).
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The All-Winners Squad has been retconned as the post-war continuation of the Invaders and Liberty Legion (two World War II-era teams created by Marvel in the 1970s) and as the inspiration for the V-Battalion (a post-war superhero team created by Marvel in 2001).

The team's first modern appearance is in What If? #4 (Aug. 1977), an alternate universe[image: External link] umbrella series. A canonical[image: External link] portion of the story reveals that when Captain America/Steve Rogers and Bucky were presumed dead in 1945, U.S. President Truman[image: External link] asked William Naslund, the patriotically costumed Golden Age hero the Spirit of '76, to assume the Captain America role, with a young man named Fred Davis as Bucky. They continue to serve in the same roles after the war with the All-Winners Squad, until the android[image: External link] Adam II[image: External link] fatally injured Naslund in 1946.

After Naslund's death, Jeff Mace, the Golden Age Patriot, took over as Captain America, with Davis continuing as Bucky; however, Davis was shot and injured in 1948 and forced to retire. Mace teamed with Betsy Ross, the superheroine Golden Girl[image: External link], and sometime before 1953 gave up his Captain America identity to marry her. Mace developed cancer[image: External link] and died decades later.[5]

The Liberty Legion, created in 1976 but whose adventures are set in World War II, included two future members of the All-Winners Squad: the Whizzer and Miss America.

The All-Winners Squad made flashback[image: External link] appearances in The Sensational She-Hulk[image: External link] #22 (Dec. 1990), working alongside the Blonde Phantom,[3] in All Winners Comics 70th Anniversary Special (2009) and Captain America: Patriot (2010).
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Avengers (comics)






For the comic books that feature this team, see The Avengers (comic book)[image: External link].

The Avengers are a fictional team of superheroes appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. The team made its debut in The Avengers[image: External link] #1 (cover-dated Sept. 1963), created by writer-editor Stan Lee and artist/co-plotter Jack Kirby, inspired by the success of DC Comics' Justice League of America[image: External link].

Labeled "Earth's Mightiest Heroes", the Avengers originally consisted of Ant-Man, the Hulk, Iron Man, Thor, and the Wasp. Ant-Man had become Giant-Man[image: External link] by issue #2. The original Captain America was discovered trapped in ice in issue #4, and joined the group after they revived him. A rotating roster became a hallmark of the series, although one theme remained consistent: the Avengers fight "the foes no single superhero can withstand." The team, famous for its battle cry of "Avengers Assemble!", has featured humans, mutants[image: External link], Inhumans, androids[image: External link], aliens, supernatural beings, and even former villains.

The team has appeared in a wide variety of media outside of comic books including a number of different animated television series and direct-to-video films. The 2012 live-action feature film The Avengers, directed by Joss Whedon[image: External link], set numerous records during its box office run, including one of the biggest opening debuts[image: External link] in North America, with a weekend gross of $207.4 million.[1] A second Avengers film titled Avengers: Age of Ultron was released on May 1, 2015.
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The team debuted in The Avengers[image: External link] #1 (Sept. 1963). Much like the Justice League, the Avengers were an assemblage of pre-existing superhero characters created by Lee and Jack Kirby. This initial series, published bi-monthly through issue #6 (July 1964) and monthly thereafter ran through issue #402 (Sept. 1996), with spinoffs including several annuals[image: External link], miniseries and a giant-size quarterly sister series that ran briefly in the mid-1970s.[2]

Other spinoff series include West Coast Avengers, initially published as a four-issue miniseries in 1984, followed by a 102-issue series (Oct. 1985–Jan. 1994), retitled Avengers West Coast with #47;[3][4] and the 40-issue Solo Avengers[image: External link] (Dec.1987–Jan. 1991), retitled Avengers Spotlight with #21.[5][6]

Between 1996 and 2004, Marvel relaunched the primary Avengers title three times. In 1996, the "Heroes Reborn" line took place in an alternate universe[image: External link], with a revamped history unrelated to mainstream Marvel continuity.

The Avengers vol. 3 relaunched and ran for 84 issues from February 1998 to August 2004. To coincide with what would have been the 500th issue of the original series, Marvel changed the numbering, and The Avengers #500-503 (Sept.– Dec. 2004), the one-shot Avengers Finale (Jan. 2005)[7] became the "Avengers Disassembled" storyline and final issues. In January 2005, a new version of the team appeared in the ongoing title The New Avengers,[8] followed by The Mighty Avengers, Avengers: The Initiative, and Dark Avengers. Avengers vol. 4 debuted in July 2010 and ran until January 2013.[9] Vol. 5 was launched in February 2013.[10] After Secret Wars[image: External link], a new Avengers team debuted, dubbed the All-New, All-Different Avengers, starting with a Free Comic Book Day[image: External link] preview.[11]
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When the Asgardian god Loki seeks revenge against his brother Thor, his machinations unwittingly lead teenager Rick Jones to collect Ant-Man, the Wasp, and Iron Man to help Thor and the Hulk, whom Loki used as a pawn. After the group vanquished Loki, Ant-Man stated that the five worked well together and suggested they form a team; the Wasp named the group Avengers.[12][13]

The roster changed almost immediately; at the beginning of the second issue, Ant-Man became Giant-Man, and at the end of the issue, the Hulk left once he realized how much the others feared his unstable personality.[14] Captain America soon joined the team in issue #4,[15][16] and he was given "founding member" status in the Hulk's place.[17] The Avengers went on to fight foes such as Baron Zemo, who formed the Masters of Evil,[18] Kang the Conqueror,[19][20] Wonder Man[image: External link],[21][22] and Count Nefaria.[23][24]

The next milestone came when every member but Captain America resigned; they were replaced by three former villains: Hawkeye, the Scarlet Witch, and Quicksilver[image: External link].[25][26][27] Giant-Man, now calling himself Goliath,[28] and the Wasp rejoined.[28] Hercules became part of the team,[29] while the Black Knight[image: External link],[30] and the Black Widow[image: External link],[31] abetted the Avengers but did not become members until years later. Spider-Man was offered membership but did not join the group.[32] The Black Panther joined after rescuing the team from the Grim Reaper and Klaw[image: External link].[33][34] The X-Men[image: External link] #45 (June 1968) featured a crossover with The Avengers #53 (June 1968).[35][36] This was followed by the introduction of the android the Vision.[37][38] Pym assumed the new identity of Yellowjacket in issue #59,[39] and married the Wasp the following month.[40]

The Avengers headquarters was in a New York City building called Avengers Mansion, courtesy of Tony Stark (Iron Man's real identity). The mansion was serviced by Edwin Jarvis, the Avengers' faithful butler,[41] and furnished with state of the art[image: External link] technology and defense systems, and included the Avengers' primary mode of transport: the five-engine Quinjet[image: External link].

The prequel comic Avengers #1 1/2 (Dec. 1999), by writer Roger Stern and artist Bruce Timm, told a retro-style story taking place between issues #1 and #2, detailing Ant-Man's decision to transform himself into Giant-Man.[42]
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The team encountered new characters such as Arkon[image: External link] in issue #75 (April 1970),[43] and Red Wolf[image: External link] in #80 (Sept. 1970).[44] The team's adventures increased in scope as the team crossed into an alternate dimension and battled the Squadron Supreme,[45][46][47] and fought in the Kree-Skrull War,[48][49][50] an epic battle between the alien Kree and Skrull races and guest-starred the Kree hero, Captain Marvel. The Avengers briefly disband when Skrulls impersonating Captain America, Thor, and Iron Man used their authority as founders of the team and disbanded it.[51] The true founding Avengers, minus the Wasp, reformed the team in response after complaints from Jarvis.[52]

Mantis[image: External link] joined the team along with the reformed Swordsman.[53] "The Avengers-Defenders Clash" storyline crossed over between the two team titles.[54][55][56] "The Celestial Madonna" arc linked Mantis' origins to the very beginnings of the Kree-Skrull conflict in a time-spanning adventure involving Kang the Conqueror,[57] and Immortus, who were past and future versions of each other.[58][59][60] Mantis was revealed to be the Celestial Madonna,[61] who was destined to give birth to a being that would save the universe.[62] It was revealed that the Vision's body had only been appropriated, and not created by Ultron, and that it originally belonged to the 1940s Human Torch. With his origins clear to him, the Vision proposed to the Scarlet Witch. The "Celestial Madonna" saga ended with their wedding, presided over by Immortus.[63][64] The Beast and Moondragon[image: External link] joined the team soon after.[65] A seven-part story featured the Squadron Supreme and the Serpent Crown[image: External link].[66]

Other classic storylines included "The Bride of Ultron[image: External link]",[67][68] the "Nefaria Trilogy",[69][70][71] and "The Korvac Saga", which featured nearly every Avenger who joined the team up to that point.[72][73] Henry Peter Gyrich[image: External link] became the Avengers' liaison to the United States National Security Council[image: External link].[70][74] Gyrich was prejudiced against superhumans and acted in a heavy-handed, obstructive manner, and insisted that the Avengers follow government rules and regulations or else lose their priority status with the government. Among Gyrich's demands was that the active roster be trimmed down to only seven members, and that the Falcon, an African American[image: External link], be admitted to the team to comply with affirmative action[image: External link] laws. This last act was resented by Hawkeye, who because of the seven-member limit lost his membership slot to the Falcon.[75] The Falcon, in turn, was unhappy to be the beneficiary of what he perceived to be tokenism[image: External link], and decided to resign from the team, after which Wonder Man rejoined.[76] The true origins of Quicksilver and the Scarlet Witch were revealed in a three-part story that ran in issues #185-187 (July-Sept. 1979).[77] After this adventure, the Scarlet Witch took a leave of absence and Ms. Marvel[image: External link] officially joined the team as her replacement.[78]
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The first major development was the breakdown of Henry Pym,[79] with his frequent changes of costume and name being symptomatic of an identity problem and an inferiority complex[image: External link]. After he abused his wife, failed to win back the confidence of the Avengers with a ruse and was duped by the villain Egghead[image: External link], Pym was jailed.[80] Pym would later outwit Egghead and defeated the latest incarnation of the Masters of Evil single-handedly, and proved his innocence.[81] Pym reconciled with the Wasp, but they decided to remain apart.[82] Pym retired from super-heroics,[82] but returned years later.[83]

This was followed by several major storylines, such as "Ultimate Vision" in which the Vision took over the world's computer systems in a misguided attempt to create world peace;[84][85][86][87] the formation of the West Coast Avengers;[88][89] and "Avengers Under Siege" which involved the second Baron Zemo[image: External link] and the Masters of Evil taking over the mansion and severely injuring Jarvis and Hercules.[90] "Assault on Olympus" featured Hercules' father, Zeus, blaming the Avengers for his son's injuries and brought them to Olympus for trial,[91] and the "Heavy Metal" arc saw the Super Adaptoid[image: External link] organized several robotic villains for an assault on the team.[92] New members during the 1980s included Tigra[image: External link];[93] the She-Hulk[image: External link];[94] an African American Captain Marvel named Monica Rambeau[image: External link];[95] Starfox[image: External link];[96] Hawkeye's wife, Mockingbird;[88] and Namor,[97] while Henry Pym emerged from retirement to join the West Coast Avengers.[83] Spider-Man was again offered membership,[98] but failed to gain admission due to security concerns by the Avengers' government liaison.[99]

The villain Nebula[image: External link] falsely claimed to be the granddaughter of Thanos.[100] The team relocated for a period to a floating island off the coast of New York called Hydrobase. The Avengers moved their base of operations to Hydrobase after Avengers Mansion was severely damaged in the "Under Siege".[101] Hydrobase was later sunk during the Acts of Vengeance crossover.[102]

The Avengers and West Coast Avengers changed to allow members to be active when available and reserved when not available and merged the two separate Avengers teams into one team with two bases.[103] The Vision had his personally fundamentally altered, along with the discovery that the children of the Scarlet Witch and the Vision were actually illusions. The loss of the Scarlet Witch's children and the Vision, who was disassembled by government agents in retaliation for the Ultimate Vision storyline, drove her insane, although she eventually recovered and rejoined the team. This story revealed that the Scarlet Witch's powers included wide-range reality manipulation and she was what the time-traveling Immortus refers to as a "nexus being" setting the stage for 2004's eventual Chaos and Avengers Disassembled storylines.[104] This played out in the Darker than Scarlet storyline which ran in Avengers West Coast from issues #51–62 (Nov. 1989–Sept. 1990). The Avengers titles in late 1989 were involved in the major crossover event "Acts of Vengeance[image: External link]" where Loki assembled many of Marvel's arch-villains, his inner circle consisted of Doctor Doom, Magneto, Kingpin[image: External link], Mandarin, Wizard[image: External link], and Red Skull, in a plot to destroy the team. Loki orchestrated a mass breakout of villains from prison facility, the Vault, as part of his "Acts of Vengeance" scheme, but he ultimately failed in his goal to destroy the Avengers.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1990s




The U.S. government revoked the Avengers' New York State charter in a treaty with the Soviet Union. The Avengers then received a charter from the United Nations and the Avengers split into two teams with a substitute reserve team backing up the main teams.[105]

At this point ongoing story lines and character development focused on the Black Knight, Sersi[image: External link], Crystal, Hercules, the Vision, and the Black Widow. Their primary antagonists in this run were the mysterious Proctor[image: External link] and his team of other-dimensional Avengers known as the Gatherers. During this period, the Avengers found themselves facing increasingly murderous enemies and were forced to question their rule against killing.[106]

This culminated in "Operation: Galactic Storm[image: External link]", a 19-part storyline that ran through all Avengers-related titles and showcased a conflict between the Kree and the Shi'ar Empire[image: External link].[107] The team split when Iron Man and several dissidents executed the Supreme Intelligence[image: External link] against the wishes of Captain America. After a vote disbanded the West Coast Avengers, Iron Man formed a proactive and aggressive team called Force Works.[108] During the team's first mission, Wonder Man was killed again, though his atoms were temporarily scattered. Force Works later disbanded after it was revealed that Iron Man became a murderer via the manipulations of the villain Kang,[109] the same storyline seeing Iron Man sacrificing himself and being replaced by his teenage counterpart from a parallel timeline.

During the Heroes Reborn event, many of the Avengers together with the Fantastic Four and others, died trying to stop the psychic entity Onslaught[image: External link], although it was revealed that Franklin Richards[image: External link] preserved those heroes in a pocket universe. Believing the main team to be gone, the Black Widow[image: External link] disbanded the Avengers, and only butler Edwin Jarvis remained to tend to the Mansion.

The previous continuity of the Marvel Universe was set aside as the heroes were "reborn" in the pocket universe created by Franklin Richards[image: External link] to save his parents and their friends, while The "Heroes Reborn" line ended[110] and the heroes returned to the prime Marvel Universe. This restoration also undid recent changes to the team members such as the Wasp being mutated into an insectoid state, Hawkeye being rendered deaf, and Stark being replaced by his teenage self, attributed to Franklin's childish perception recreating the heroes in the manner he was more familiar with.

New members during this run included the revived Wonder Man, Justice[image: External link], Firestar[image: External link], Silverclaw[image: External link], and Triathlon[image: External link]. The Avengers fought many of their traditional villains such as the Grim Reaper,[111][112] Ultron,[113] Count Nefaria, and Kang the Conqueror.[114] The limited series Avengers Forever[image: External link], starting during this period, was a time travel[image: External link] story that explored the history of the Avengers and resolved many outstanding questions about Kang and Immortus's past manipulations of the team, featuring various Avengers from the past, present and possible futures working alongside Kang the Conqueror and Rick Jones as part of Kang's attempt to escape his perceived 'destiny' as Immortus.
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 2000s




The Avengers were granted international authority by the United Nations. Members joining during that period included Jack of Hearts[image: External link] and the second Ant-Man[image: External link]. A new Captain Britain[image: External link] was added to the team. The "Avengers Disassembled" storyline followed.[115][116] Titled Chaos, the story featured the deaths of some members and a loss of credibility for the team. The culprit is revealed to be the Scarlet Witch, who had gone insane after agonizing over the memory of her lost children and who subsequently lost control of her reality-altering powers.[117] With the team in disarray and Avengers Mansion ruined, the surviving members agreed to disband.

A new Avengers team formed, in the series New Avengers after a group of heroes banded together to thwart a break-out at super-villain prison the Raft, composed of Iron Man, Captain America, Luke Cage, Wolverine, Ronin[image: External link], Spider-Man,[118] Spider-Woman[image: External link], and the mysterious Sentry.[119] This was soon followed by the House of M event.

In the company-wide "Civil War" story arc, Marvel superheroes were split over compliance with the U.S. government's new Superhuman Registration Act, which required all superpowered persons to register their true identities with the federal government and become agents of same. The New Avengers disbanded, with a rebel underground starring in a series retaining The New Avengers in its trademarked[image: External link] cover logo and New Avengers in its copyright indicia[image: External link]. Luke Cage led this team, consisting of himself, Echo, Ronin, Spider-Man, Spider-Woman, Wolverine, Iron Fist[image: External link], and Doctor Strange[image: External link]. During the long-term Secret Invasion by the shape-shifting alien race the Skrulls[image: External link], it was revealed that Spider-Woman had been abducted and replaced by the Skrull queen Veranke before she even joined the team. After the Skrulls' defeat, Spider-Woman was rescued along with other abducted and replaced heroes. During the company-wide story arc "Dark Reign", Echo and Iron Fist left the team and the Avengers gained Ms. Marvel[image: External link], Bucky Barnes as a fill-in Captain America, and Mockingbird.

Iron Man, in the series The Mighty Avengers, formed a team under the aegis of the government's Fifty State Initiative[image: External link] program, and took up residency in New York City, joined by Ares[image: External link], the Black Widow[image: External link], the Sentry, the Wasp, Wonder Man[image: External link], and leader Carol Danvers as Ms. Marvel[image: External link].[120][121] After the events of the Secret Invasion story arc, Norman Osborn assumed control of the formerly S.H.I.E.L.D.-sponsored Avengers, now under the auspices of his own agency, H.A.M.M.E.R. All but Ares and the Sentry left this team — the Wasp appeared to have died — and the team migrated to the series Dark Avengers. Osborn recruited Marvel Boy to pose as Captain Marvel and Daken[image: External link] to pose as his father, Wolverine, bringing Moonstone, Bullseye, and Venom from his previous Thunderbolts team to impersonate Ms. Marvel, Hawkeye, and Spider-Man respectively.

In The Mighty Avengers, Pym, assumed the Wasp identity in tribute to his fallen ex-wife, led a new team of Avengers, and claimed the name for his team as he was the only founding Avenger on any of the three active Avengers rosters (Wasp and Cap were dead, Thor was acting solo, and Iron Man was on the run from Osborn). His team operated under a multinational umbrella group, the Global Reaction Agency for Mysterious Paranormal Activity (GRAMPA). This team featured the roster of Hercules, Amadeus Cho, Stature[image: External link], the Vision, Jocasta[image: External link], U.S. Agent, Quicksilver[image: External link], and Pym. Loki in disguise as the Scarlet Witch was a recurring character. Iron Man and the Hulk were briefly with them.
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After Osborn's Dark Avengers were exposed as criminals and their attack on Asgard was thwarted, the next iteration of the Avengers roster consisted of Thor[image: External link], Hawkeye, Spider-Man, Wolverine, Captain America, Spider-Woman[image: External link], Iron Man, and team leader Maria Hill.[122] Steve Rogers, briefly eschewing his Captain America persona, responds to Luke Cage's concerns about the team reverting back to old methods by granting Cage's "New Avengers" recognition as an official team independent of Stark's more traditional Avengers. Bucky Barnes as Captain America joined the main Avengers, while Iron Fist, Power Woman[image: External link], and the Thing joined Cage's team, Spider-Man and Wolverine maintaining dual membership in both teams. Rogers was an occasional presence and Victoria Hand was added as a government liaison for the New Avengers with Rogers's backing.

A second series, titled Secret Avengers, was released in May 2010, written by Ed Brubaker with Mike Deodato as the regular artist.[123] The second volume of the New Avengers series was relaunched in June 2010, written by Bendis and drawn by Stuart Immonen.[124] A fourth title, Avengers Academy, was launched in June 2010, replacing Avengers: The Initiative. Christos Gage[image: External link] served as writer, with Mike McKone[image: External link] as artist.[125]

Following a meeting between Rogers and MI-13[image: External link], Captain Britain[image: External link] accepted a position with the Avengers.[126] Noh-Varr[image: External link] later did as well.[127] Bruce Banner made arrangements with Rogers for the Red Hulk[image: External link] to join.[128][129]

The "Shattered Heroes[image: External link]" storyline led to several changes in the main Avengers lineup, with Quake and Storm[image: External link] being recruited, and the Vision rejoining the team. Wolverine and Spider-Man leave the main team and become more involved with the New Avengers.[130] During the events of the Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link] storyline, Storm quits to side with her fellow mutants as a member of the X-Men. The Avengers dismiss Noh-Varr after he attempted to betray the team, though ultimately he did not. The conflict ends with both teams united but defeated by an unrepentant Cyclops. A new series, Uncanny Avengers, debuted in the flagship title of the Marvel NOW! initiative. The title is written by Rick Remender with art by John Cassaday, and the team contains members of both the Avengers and the X-Men.[131] As well, a biweekly Avengers title was launched, written by Jonathan Hickman and drawn by different artists for each story arc.[132] Hickman also began writing New Avengers.[133]

During the AXIS[image: External link] storyline, when a now-evil Scarlet Witch invades Latveria, Doctor Doom forms his own team of Avengers consisting of 3D Man, Elsa Bloodstone, Stingray, Valkyrie, and U.S. Agent.[134] After various heroes and villains experience a moral inversion in the battle against the Red Skull empowered with Professor Charles Xavier's abilities, Rogers later assembles Magneto, Doctor Doom, the Absorbing Man, Carnage, Deadpool, the Enchantress, the Hobgoblin, the fifth Jack O'Lantern, Loki, Mystique, and Sabretooth, all temporarily 'inverted' to act as heroes, to assist he and Spider-Man in defeating the inverted Avengers and X-Men until the original spell can be undone.[135] During the Time Runs Out storyline, Sunspot[image: External link] created a team of the Avengers, consisting of himself, Black Widow, Cannonball, Manifold, Pod, Shang-Chi, Smasher, Spider-Woman, Validator, and the Children of the Sun. The "Multiversal Avengers" division of this team consists of Abyss, the Ex Nihili (including Ex Nihilo), Hyperion, Nightmask, Odinson, and Star Brand.[136]

Following the destruction and reconstruction of reality in Secret Wars[image: External link], a new team is created known as Avengers Idea Mechanics, set to tackle Avengers-level threats beyond simply fighting villains, while the Avengers Unity Squad continues to operate to support mutant relations. Iron Man forms a new team of Avengers consisting of himself, the Vision, and the latest Nova, Ms. Marvel, Spider-Man, Captain America, and Thor.

During the Secret Empire storyline, the Hydra regime has their own Avengers consisting of Odinson, Deadpool, Scarlet Witch, Vision, Taskmaster[image: External link], Eric O'Grady's Life Model Decoy counterpart Black Ant[image: External link], and Doctor Octopus[image: External link]' Superior Octopus appearance.[137]
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 1950s Avengers




Main article: Agents of Atlas


A short-lived team of superheroes in the 1950s called themselves the Avengers. It consisted of Marvel Boy[image: External link], Venus, the 3-D Man[image: External link], Gorilla-Man, M-11[image: External link], Jimmy Woo, Namora, and Jann of the Jungle[image: External link],[138] and existed in an alternate timeline[image: External link] that was erased by the time-manipulating Immortus.[139] Agents of Atlas, a version of the group, without 3-D Man and Jann existed in mainstream continuity, and eventually reformed in the present day.[140]
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 Avengers 1959




Main article: Avengers 1959


The New Avengers vol. 2, #10 revealed another 1950s Avengers team, formed by Nick Fury to hunt the last remnants of the Third Reich and consisted of Fury himself, Dominic Fortune[image: External link], Dum Dum Dugan, Namora, Silver Sable[image: External link], Sabretooth, Kraven the Hunter[image: External link], and Ulysses Bloodstone[image: External link]. A follow-up miniseries penned by Howard Chaykin[image: External link] showed this group assisted by Blonde Phantom, Eric Koenig and a brand new character British wizard and spy, Powell McTeague. That time they fought against a cult based on the Nazi party which employed several agents, including Baron Blood and Brain Drain.
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 Avengers Next




Main article: A-Next


In the alternate future timeline known as MC2[image: External link], the Avengers disbanded and Avengers Mansion was a museum. An emergency forced Edwin Jarvis to sound an alert, and a new generation of heroes formed a new team of Avengers. Most of the new Avengers were children of established Marvel superheroes.
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 Ultimate Marvel




Main article: Ultimates


In the Ultimate Marvel Universe, the Avengers are named the Ultimates, and were formed by General Nicholas Fury to protect America against superhuman threats. They first appeared in The Ultimates[image: External link] by Mark Millar and Bryan Hitch[image: External link].[141][142] After the events of The Ultimates 2[image: External link], the team left S.H.I.E.L.D. employment to become independent and financed by Tony Stark.[143]

A Black Ops team called the Avengers debuted sometime after the Ultimatum[image: External link] storyline. This version was a project headed up by Nick Fury and Tony Stark's brother Gregory Stark[image: External link] to bring Captain America back. Its known members consisted of War Machine, Hawkeye, the Black Widow II (Monica Chang), Spider (a Spider-Man clone created by Gregory Stark from the DNA of Spider-Man and Professor X), Tyrone Cash[image: External link] (who was the original Hulk before Bruce Banner), the Red Wasp[image: External link], and Nerd Hulk (an intelligent clone of the Hulk who lacks the Hulk's rage).[144] Additional members included Punisher (who joined the Avengers against a Ghost Rider[image: External link] manhunt)[145] and the half vampire Blade[image: External link] (who joined the group to help against a vampire[image: External link] invasion).[146]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Avengers Forever




One of the timelines seen in Avengers Forever[image: External link] is an alternate future where Martians[image: External link] have ravaged Earth and killed most of its heroes. An older version of Black Panther leads a team of Avengers consisting of Killraven[image: External link], Living Lightning[image: External link], Jocasta[image: External link], a new Crimson Dynamo, and Thundra[image: External link].[147]
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 Marvel Zombies




The Avengers existed as a team prior to a zombie contagion's arrival in the original Marvel Zombies universe, and resembled their pre-disassembled roster. When several of their members were infected, they set about eating humanity and sent out a bogus "Avengers Assemble" call to draw super-humans to the Avengers Mansion, infected more heroes and thus spread the virus. The team fell apart and many of its members were killed as time passed.[148]

A second team of zombie Avengers appeared in Marvel Zombies Return. That team was brought together to find food and kill any resistance (zombie or uninfected) and was led by Sentry. Also on the team were the zombies Moon Knight, Namor, Quasar[image: External link], Quicksilver[image: External link], Thundra[image: External link], and Super-Skrull. They were joined by zombie Giant-Man of the original Zombiverse, who was trying to power a dimensional teleporter, but were all killed by Spider-Man's New Avengers. The team was composed of himself with Iron Man, Sandman, and the zombie Hulk and Wolverine.[149]
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 House of M: Avengers




In the alternate reality created by the Scarlet Witch, Luke Cage formed a team of superpowered humans to fight for human rights.[150]
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 Age of Apocalypse




A humanized version of the Avengers banded together during the Age of Apocalypse[image: External link] and were known as the Human High Council.[151][152]
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 Avengers 2099




During the "Secret Wars" storyline in the Battleworld domain of 2099, the Avengers are a team of corporate superheroes sponsored by Alchemax[image: External link]. The group consists of Captain America (a Latina woman named Roberta Mendez), Black Widow (an African-American woman named Tania), Iron Man (a dwarf[image: External link] named Sonny Frisco), Hawkeye (a half-man, half-bird creature named Max), and Hercules.[153]
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Main article: Avengers (comics) in other media


Three animated series have been based on the team. The Avengers: United They Stand was loosely based on the West Coast Avengers and ran from 1999 to 2000. The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes was based on the early adventures of the team and ran from 2010 to 2013. Avengers Assemble is based on a new version of the team and premiered on May 26, 2013.

Marvel Animation[image: External link] has made three Avengers films, Ultimate Avengers[image: External link], Ultimate Avengers 2[image: External link], and Next Avengers[image: External link].

Marvel Studios[image: External link] productions include: The 2012 live-action film The Avengers, featuring Nick Fury recruiting Iron Man, Captain America, Hulk, Thor, Black Widow, and Hawkeye to form the Avengers to fight Loki and the Chitauri invasion of New York City. At the time, it set the record for the biggest opening debut[image: External link] in North America, with a weekend gross of $207.4 million.[1] A second Avengers film titled Avengers: Age of Ultron was released on May 1, 2015, which ended with the Falcon, War Machine, the Vision and Scarlet Witch joining the team after Iron Man, Hawkeye, Thor and the Hulk left the team to explore personal issues (Quicksilver also featured in the film but was killed in the battle with Ultron). The team also featured in the film Captain America: Civil War, which saw Captain America and Iron Man acting as leaders to two Avengers teams acting against and for the 'Sokovia Accords' that would bring heroes under government control, Captain America leading the Winter Soldier, the Falcon, the Scarlet Witch, Hawkeye and Ant-Man against Iron Man, War Machine, Black Widow, the Vision, the Black Panther and Spider-Man, the film concluding with the Avengers essentially disbanded due to the conflict over the Accords. A third Avengers film titled Avengers: Infinity War will be released on May 4, 2018, and a fourth untitled Avengers film will be released on May 3, 2019.
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Excalibur[image: External link] - The British version of the Avengers.

	
Alpha Flight[image: External link] - The Canadian version of the Avengers.

	
Big Hero 6[image: External link] - The Japanese version of the Avengers.

	
Winter Guard[image: External link] - The Russian version of the Avengers.

	List of Marvel Comics superhero debuts[image: External link]
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Uncanny Avengers






Uncanny Avengers is an ongoing[image: External link] comic book[image: External link] series published by Marvel Comics that debuted in October 2012 with the launch of Marvel NOW!. The series centers on a superhero team composed of members of both the Avengers and X-Men that comes together following the conclusion of the Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link] storyline. Within the Marvel Universe itself, the team is known as the Avengers Unity Squad.[1]
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Marvel Comics announced Uncanny Avengers by the creative team of Rick Remender and John Cassaday in August 2012.[citation needed[image: External link]] Uncanny Avengers is a new team of Avengers that features a line-up of both classic Avengers and X-Men including Captain America (Steve Rogers), Havok, Rogue, the Scarlet Witch, Thor and Wolverine. The team is formed in response to the events of Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link].

Remender said, "There’s something that Cyclops said to (Captain America) on Utopia[image: External link] that’s ringing in his head. He didn’t do enough to help. And Steve (Captain America) is taking that to heart. Coming out of AvX with the landscape shifted and changed as much as it is, there are events that lead Steve to recognizing that he needs to do more".[2]

In October 2014, a second volume of Uncanny Avengers was announced to start in January 2015, drawn by Daniel Acuña and written by Rick Remender.[citation needed[image: External link]] The second series was cancelled with Issue #5 in May 2015.[citation needed[image: External link]] The roster for the second volume included Captain America (Sam Wilson), Scarlet Witch, Rogue, Quicksilver[image: External link], Vision, Sabretooth and Doctor Voodoo[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The third volume began in October 2015, and is written by Gerry Duggan[image: External link] with art by Ryan Stegman[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Wolverine gives a eulogy at the funeral of Professor X, which is held at the Jean Grey School, while Havok visits Cyclops in prison to discuss Cyclops' actions as the Phoenix. Afterwards, Captain America and Thor meet with Havok, where Captain America offers him the chance to lead a new Avengers team. They are attacked by a lobotomized Avalanche[image: External link] and unite to defeat him while saving as many civilians as possible. While paying her respects to Professor X at his grave, Scarlet Witch is confronted by Rogue about her role in everything that has happened to the X-Men and the mutant race. While arguing, they are attacked by Red Skull's S-Men, who defeat them both and steal Professor X's body. In his lair, the Red Skull is seen removing Professor X's brain as part of his plan to gain the power to "eradicate the mutant menace".[3]

While looking for survivors after Avalanche's attack, Wolverine questions Captain America's choice of having Havok lead the team and Thor vows to resolve the mutant conflict. Meanwhile, through a televised appearance of "Honest John, the Living Propaganda", Red Skull is able to make certain people kill their mutated friends. In addition to this, Rogue escapes after being captured by the S-Men and Scarlet Witch is tempted by Red Skull to repeat the events of House of M. Rogue attacks the Scarlet Witch and they fight until they both discover the lobotomized body of Professor X. Red Skull arrives and reveals that he has fused his brain with Professor X's brain. Red Skull also reveals that he is a clone of the original Red Skull that was created in 1942 and held in cryogenic stasis in the event that Germany lost World War II.[4]

Using Professor X's telepathy, Red Skull provokes ordinary citizens of New York into joining the S-Men in a mass assault against potential mutants and force Scarlet Witch and Rogue to allow themselves to be attacked, even managing to take control of Thor after Red Skull has Honest John take the form of Odin to manipulate him. When fighting Wolverine, Red Skull has Goat-Faced Girl negate Wolverine's healing factor so that Thor can land a cataclysmic blow on Wolverine. However, Red Skull is unable to completely control Captain America, and an attack against him disrupts his powers long enough for Rogue and Scarlet Witch to break free.[5]

As the Scarlet Witch fights the mind-controlled Thor, Red Skull once again tries to tempt Captain America into joining his anti-mutant crusade. With some help from Havok, Scarlet Witch removes Thor from the battle allowing Havok and Rogue to aid Captain America against the Red Skull overpowering him until Dancing Water saves him. With the people around them free, Havok tells them that the attacks on the mutants wasn't their fault. Back at the Avengers Mansion (the base for the newly coined "Avengers Unity Squad"), Captain America and Havok look at leads to find the S-Men and Havok expresses doubts over his own leadership. The Scarlet Witch attempts to befriend Rogue, who refuses, stating that she is joining the team to honour Xavier and keep an eye on Wanda. Thor tells Wolverine that he hasn't failed Professor X's dream.[1]

The team makes their debut as the Avengers Unity Squad (which also contains Sunfire[image: External link], Wasp, and Wonder Man[image: External link] as the team's latest recruits) during a press conference which is then crashed by a resurrected Grim Reaper, who attacks the Avengers Unity Squad while claiming that he is now unable to die. During the fight, Rogue absorbs some of Wonder Man's powers and seemingly punches Grim Reaper harder than normal which apparently kills him.[6]
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 Apocalypse Twins




In 1013 AD at a Scandinavian inn, Thor is in a bar fight when he is attacked by Apocalypse[image: External link], who acts to safeguard the future due to information given him by Rama-Tut. Thor finds that Apocalypse is wearing Celestial[image: External link]-built armor that can withstand the powers of a god. Thor returns to Asgard and demands an audience with his father Odin, but when Odin asks him to take the high road, Thor turns to Loki for help. Loki leads him to a hidden scroll in Odin's library which could bless a weapon to pierce Celestial armor, only for "Loki" to later be revealed as Kang the Conqueror. Thor returns to London and slays the 11th Century Apocalypse's version of the Horsemen of Apocalypse[image: External link]. He then breaks into Apocalypse's craft and manages to cut his armor open with his axe Jarnbjorn, but Apocalypse escapes. In the present day, Kang appears at the final resting place of Baron Mordo[image: External link] in Brazil, and takes Jarnbjorn.[7]

Havok clears Rogue's name with S.H.I.E.L.D for killing Grim Reaper and has her start an investigation into Magneto. While Wasp shows Havok her clothing line to promote mutants, a Celestial ship controlled by the Apocalypse Twins crashes into S.W.O.R.D.'s Peak base with Captain America and Sunfire aboard. Sunfire lets Captain America escape while Thor flies towards the wreckage. Thor breaks pieces of the falling wreckage, and with the help of Sunfire, prevents casualties. Thor and Sunfire travel throughout space to the Apocalypse Twins ship, and are teleported away upon entering. Meanwhile, the remaining members of the team, travel in the Quinbird, on a search for the twins. In South Sudan, Captain America exits his pod and is attacked by local soldiers. He travels to an demolished church for shelter and finds a message with his name on it there. In Akkaba metropolis, Thor and Sunfire learn how their manipulation long ago was in the Twins favor. The twins then cause an explosion seemingly killing all de-powered mutants, who lost their powers long ago at the hands of the Scarlet Witch, and the Avengers Unity Squad.[8]
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 Age of Ultron




Issue #8AU featured a one issue tie in with the series Age of Ultron. In an alternate reality, the Earth is near the end due to Ultron nearly destroying the world. Wolverine tries to fix the world by using time travel to kill Hank Pym before he invented Ultron. By doing so, the world is altered. This issue features the Apocalypse Twins trying to kill Colonel America (an alternate version of Captain America) while under the orders of Kang the Conqueror. While Colonel America goes into the sewers to meet Havok, he is attacked by the twins. Colonel America manages to escape injured but is unable to prevent the deaths of the alternate versions of Havok and Rogue. After the twins fail their task, Kang plans to send the Twins back to the mutant camps for the next few years.
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 Ragnarok Now




A storyline in which the remaining members of the Avengers Unity Squad must work together to stop the Apocalypse Twins after the team splits up.
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 Avenge the Earth




A storyline in which all the world's mutants are living on Planet X following the destruction of Earth by the Celestials. While most of the mutant population has accepted the new status quo—believing that the Scarlet Witch died willingly to save them, while the Avengers tried to stop the inevitable—the remaining free Avengers (Havok, Thor and Wasp, aided by Beast) must work with Kang and his Chrono-Corp to defeat Eimen. Having rescued Wolverine and Sunfire from being tortured on the Apocalypse Ark, the Avengers use Kang's technology to project their minds back into their past selves and stop the Celestials before they can strike.[9] The timeline is successfully altered by the Avengers, when Rogue, empowered by numerous heroes, and Sentry slow Exitar's descent long enough for Thor to slay Exitar using Jarnbjorn, preventing the Earth's destruction. Despite Kang's attempt to steal the power of the Celestial for himself, the tables are turned when Havok and Sunfire steal the Celestial's cosmic power and use it against Kang. Kang retreats as Immortus appears with his Chrono-Corps, but Sunfire is converted to an energy-based form when his body is destroyed, Simon's essence is trapped within Rogue, Havok is left badly burned, and Havok and Wasp are left devastated by the apparent loss of their daughter (conceived in the future and taken by Kang to protect her from the change in the timeline).[10]
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 Uncanny Avengers Annual




A one-issue story following the introduction of the Avengers of the Supernatural, including Doctor Strange[image: External link], Ghost Rider[image: External link], Man-Thing, Blade[image: External link], Satana[image: External link] and Manphibian. The Avengers of the Supernatural are chosen by Mojo[image: External link] for his newest reality show. Under mind-control, they abduct the Avengers Unity Squad from the Avengers Mansion, and once in Mojoworld, both teams are made to take part in a reality show called "Martian Transylvania Super Hero Mutant Monster Hunter High School". In the show, the mutants of the Unity Squad are goth outcasts, the rest are football stars and cheerleaders, and the Avengers of the Supernatural are the geeks of the High School. As part of the show, the Scarlet Witch tells Johnny Blaze she is pregnant, but the Spirit of Vengeance believes it really has an offspring. As Blaze is possessed by the spirit, he goes "too far out of character", and Mojo's influence over the other heroes is broken. Ghost Rider then starts rampaging through Mojoworld looking for sinner souls to punish, until Mojo convinces The Avengers to save Mojoworld, as there were numerous innocent lives. Both Avengers teams fight Ghost Rider in order to distract him, and let Satana pry the Spirit of Vengeance from Blaze and temper it. Satana fails, but Rogue manages to sneak up on Ghost Rider and absorb his powers. She becomes the new Ghost Rider and tempers the Spirit of Vengeance, but as it begins taking control of her, Blaze reabsorbs the spirit into him, becoming the Ghost Rider once more. Having controlled the Spirit of Vengeance and saved Mojoworld, the Avengers of the Supernatural and the Unity Squad return to their universes.[11]
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 AXIS




During the AXIS[image: External link] storyline, Red Skull's S-Men abduct Havok, Rogue, and Scarlet Witch. They manage to break free thanks to Rogue's new powers from Wonder Man where they manage to rescue Magneto.[12] When the group is confronted by the S-Men, Magneto uses his abilities to kill the S-Men and then kill Red Skull which causes him to unleash the Red Onslaught[image: External link].[13] Magneto, Havok, Rogue, and Scarlet Witch confront Red Onslaught and are joined by the Avengers, the X-Men, and the allies of both teams. Red Onslaught then unleashes the Stark Sentinels on them.[14] After Scarlet Witch and Doctor Doom cast an inversion spell, Red Onslaught is inverted alongside the personalities of those present. When it came to deciding on what should be done about Red Skull, Havok quits the Avengers Unity Squad and rejoins the X-Men.[15] Following the reinversion spell being cast, the Avengers Unity Squad is rebuilt with a revived Doctor Voodoo[image: External link] as its latest member.[16]
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 Volume 2
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 Trip to Counter-Earth




The Avengers Unity Squad are joined by a reformed Sabretooth when they head to the High Evolutionary's Counter Earth[image: External link] to look for Scarlet Witch and Quicksilver[image: External link]. The members of the Unity Squad were scattered across Counter-Earth. Captain America is trapped and assimilated by tree-like creatures, Vision found himself in a technological city where he met an android named Eve, Rogue is found and experimented on by the Master Scientist, who expunged Wonder Man from her, Doctor Voodoo appeared in a destroyed city inhabited by the souls of those killed in the High Evolutionary's search for genetic perfection, and Sabretooth appeared in one of the Counter-Earth's main cities where he is quickly taken down by the New Men[image: External link], and later forced to obey the High Evolutionary.[17] Quicksilver and Scarlet Witch were abducted by the Low Evolutionary and brought to Lowtown, where the rejected experiments of the High Evolutionary resided.[18] Quicksilver and Scarlet Witch agree to help the Low Evolutionary take down the High Evolutionary, when they are attacked by the High Evolutionary's creation Luminous, who sports the abilities of Quicksilver and Scarlet Witch.[19] After escaping the High Evolutionary's experiments and learning their true origins, Quicksilver and Scarlet Witch found Rogue and joined the fight to defend Lowtown from the High Evolutionary. During the battle, Sabretooth broke free from the High Evolutionary's control. Captain America also appeared on the scene, where he had overcame his transformation after the tree-like creatures had been summoned to battle, and fought for Lowtown.[20] Vision saved Scarlet Witch from Luminous, while Doctor Voodoo heavily damaged the High Evolutionary. Quicksilver delivered the final blow to the High Evolutionary, who fled Counter-Earth with Luminous.[21]
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 Volume 3
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 Lost Future




As part of the All-New, All-Different Marvel, the Avengers Unity Squad are now helping humankind, mutants, and Inhumans. Rogue remains on the team to represent the mutants while Human Torch and a new telepathic named Synapse[image: External link] represent the Inhumans. While Quicksilver and Doctor Voodoo remained on the team, Scarlet Witch, Vision, and Sabretooth did not rejoin the group. While Spider-Man joins the team, Commander Steve Rogers convinces Deadpool to remain on the team as he did help to save Rogue's life.[22]

When Super-Adaptoid returns to Earth, it fought the Avengers Unity Squad. While it is able to copy Human Torch's powers on a whim like before, Deadpool touched it barehanded. Not only did Super-Adaptoid copy Deadpool's powers, it also copied Deadpool's cancer as it became overrun with the disease that killed the organic properties of Super-Adaptoid. Deadpool is scolded for his reckless abandonment which led to Spider-Man quitting the Avengers Unity Squad.[23]

The Avengers also travel to Weirdworld[image: External link] to arrest Black Knight[image: External link] after almost killing Savage Steel[image: External link] and murdering Carnivore[image: External link]. Steve Rogers almost succumbs to the insanity of the Ebony Blade, before leaving it with Dane Whitman in Weirdworld.[24]

During the Avengers: Standoff! storyline, the Avengers Unity Squad arrive in Connecticut upon answering Commander Steve Rogers' call. They discover Wrecker trying to escape in an SUV with Maria Hill. The Avengers Unity Squad help Wrecker and Maria Hill avoid the S.H.I.E.L.D. forces. While on their way to Pleasant Hill, the Avengers Unity Squad is attacked by another Maria Hill who is on a Quinjet with the Avengers.[25]
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 The Man Who Fell to Earth




Hank Pym returns to Earth and joins the Unity Squad after talking to Steve. However, Steve doesn't trust him and calls in the Wasp for help. Hank Pym is revealed to be dead, killed by Ultron and taken on Hank's appearance and memories. The Unity Squad attempt to stop Ultron with the help of the Vision. Ultron/Hank is defeated when Vision teleports him into space.
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 Civil War II




Faced with the tension of the escalating conflict in the superhuman community, along with Steve's own refusal to deal with the threat of the Terrigenesis cloud and the danger to mutant lives, Rogue contemplates disbanding the Unity Squad, but they are called back together when Doctor Voodoo reveals that his brother has allied with the Hand to steal Bruce Banner's corpse and resurrect the Hulk as their soldier. The Squad is unable to stop the Hand's ceremony, but after they contain the Hulk, Voodoo is able to enter the astral plane and release Banner of the Hand's influence, choosing his friend Bruce over the Hand's offer to release his brother's spirit.

As the war ends, the Red Skull mounts his attack, having used his telepathic powers to subtly take control of the heroes, but Deadpool is able to resist him long enough to place Magneto's old helmet on Rogue, allowing her to defeat the Skull. Beast subsequently performs an operation to remove the elements of Xavier's brain from the Skull without compromising the Skull's personality, Rogue and Johnny incinerating the brain fragment to prevent anyone else using Xavier in that manner.
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 Roster






	Character
	Real name
	Joined in
	Notes



	Captain America
	Steve Rogers
	Uncanny Avengers #1

(October 2012)
	Former leader of the main Avengers team. Disbanded the team in Uncanny Avengers vol. 3. #14.



	Havok
	Alexander Summers
	Former leader. Left the team in Avengers & X-Men: AXIS #3.



	Rogue
	Anna Marie
	Field leader.



	Scarlet Witch
	Wanda Maximoff
	Left the team after Uncanny Avengers vol. 2 #5.



	Thor
	Thor Odinson
	Left the team after Uncanny Avengers #27.



	Wolverine
	James Howlett
	Deceased.



	Sunfire[image: External link]
	Shiro Yoshida
	Uncanny Avengers #5

(March 2013)
	Left the team after Uncanny Avengers #27.



	Wasp
	Janet van Dyne
	Left the team after Uncanny Avengers #27.



	Wonder Man[image: External link]
	Simon Williams
	Left the team after Uncanny Avengers vol. 2 #1.



	Captain America
	Sam Wilson
	Avengers & X-Men: AXIS #2 (October 2014)
	Left the team after Uncanny Avengers vol. 2 #5.



	Doctor Voodoo[image: External link]
	Jericho Drumm
	Avengers & X-Men: AXIS #9 (December 2014)
	



	Quicksilver[image: External link]
	Pietro Maximoff
	



	Sabretooth
	Victor Creed
	Uncanny Avengers vol. 2 #1 (January 2015)
	Left the team after Uncanny Avengers vol. 2 #5.



	Vision
	Victor Shade (alias)
	Left the team after Uncanny Avengers vol. 2 #5.



	Deadpool
	Wade Wilson
	Avengers #0 (October 2015)
	Left the team after Uncanny Avengers vol. 3 #23.



	Human Torch
	Johnny Storm
	



	Spider-Man
	Peter Parker
	Left the team in Uncanny Avengers vol. 3 #1.



	Synapse[image: External link]
	Emily Guerrero
	



	Cable
	Nathan Summers
	Uncanny Avengers vol. 3 #4 (January 2016)
	Left the team after Uncanny Avengers vol. 3 #23.
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 Reception





	Comic Book Resources gave Uncanny Avengers #1 a 4.5/5, declaring it to be a "grand opening to Marvel NOW!".[26]


	
IGN gave Uncanny Avengers #1 a 7.9 "Good" rating.[27]
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 Collected editions




The series has been collected in the following trade paperbacks:



	Title
	Material collected
	Publication Date
	ISBN



	Uncanny Avengers Vol. 1: The Red Shadow
	Uncanny Avengers (Volume 1) #1–5
	March 2013
	SC: 1-8465-3528-X[image: External link] / 978-1846535284[image: External link]



	Uncanny Avengers Vol. 2: The Apocalypse Twins
	Uncanny Avengers (Volume 1) #6–11, 8AU
	October 2013
	SC: 1-8465-3564-6[image: External link] / 978-1846535642[image: External link]



	Uncanny Avengers Vol. 3: Ragnarok Now
	Uncanny Avengers (Volume 1) #12–17
	February 2014
	SC: 1-8465-3571-9[image: External link] / 978-1846535710[image: External link]



	Uncanny Avengers Vol. 4: Avenge the Earth
	Uncanny Avengers (Volume 1) #18–22
	September 2014
	HC: 0-7851-5423-X[image: External link] / 978-0785154235[image: External link]



	Uncanny Avengers Vol. 5: AXIS Prelude
	Uncanny Avengers (Volume 1) #23–25, Annual #1, & Magneto vol. 3 #9–10
	January 2015
	HC: 0-7851-5425-6[image: External link] / 978-0785154259[image: External link]



	Uncanny Avengers Omnibus
	Uncanny Avengers (Volume 1) #1–25, 8AU, Annual #1
	February 2015
	HC: 0-7851-9394-4[image: External link] / 978-0785193944[image: External link]



	Uncanny Avengers Vol. 1: Counter-Evolutionary
	Uncanny Avengers (Volume 2) #1–5
	September 2015
	SC: 0-7851-9237-9[image: External link] / 978-0785192374[image: External link]



	Uncanny Avengers: Unity Vol. 1: Lost Future
	Uncanny Avengers (Volume 3) #1–6
	May 2016
	SC: 0-7851-9615-3[image: External link] / 978-0785196150[image: External link]
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Hydra (comics)






This article is about the fictional terrorist organization. For other uses, see Hydra (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Hydra is a fictional terrorist organization[image: External link] appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. The name "Hydra" is a reference to the mythical Lernaean Hydra[image: External link].[2] The organization's motto references the myth of the Hydra, stating that "If a head is cut off, two more shall take its place", proclaiming their resilience and growing strength in the face of resistance. Hydra agents often wear distinctive green garb featuring a serpent motif.



TOP
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 Publication history




Hydra first appeared in Strange Tales #135 (August 1965). In its original continuity, it was headed by nondescript businessman Arnold Brown[image: External link], who was killed as S.H.I.E.L.D. apparently crushed the organization. Hydra soon returned, however, headed by Baron Wolfgang von Strucker, with the support of the Nazi Red Skull; Hydra's changing origin was one of Marvel's earliest retcons. After its initial defeat, several of its branches, such as its scientific branch A.I.M. (Advanced Idea Mechanics) and the Secret Empire, became independent.

Crypt of Shadows #3, published in 1973, reprinted a story from Menace[image: External link] #10 (1954), but with a change to a line of dialogue that erroneously implied that Hydra was first mentioned in the 1954 issue. In the reprint, an agent of an unspecified enemy government was changed to identify himself as working for Hydra when he paid off a scientist named Dr. Nostrum for information about a cobalt[image: External link] bomb that turned people into monsters. Dr. Nostrum shot all the other scientists on his team after they were turned into monsters, then shot himself after his son put an image from a monster magazine on his mirror.
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 Organization




Before the evolution of mankind, a cabal of immortal hooded reptoids came to Earth, planning to start a legacy of evil.[3] Millions of years later, they corrupted an Asian secret society of geniuses known as the Brotherhood of the Spear, which resulted in that group being called "the Beast" by the Brotherhood of the Shield.[4] The corrupted Brotherhood of the Spear spread out, ingraining itself like a multi-headed serpent into all facets of human society, from science to magic and politics. As time wore on, the organization's name changed and it included the Cathari[image: External link] sect as well as the Thule Society[image: External link].[5] The Nazi sub group, funded by the Thule Society, was brought into the main Hydra fold after the end of World War II.[6]

One of the Nazi members, Baron Wolfgang von Strucker, quickly seized control of the Hydra organization and restructured it to be dedicated to world domination[image: External link] through terrorist[image: External link] and subversive[image: External link] activities on various fronts, resulting in a neo-fascist[image: External link] New World Order[image: External link]. To this end, Baron von Strucker used his personal fortune, based on his recovered hoard of Nazi plunder[image: External link] from World War II, and funds established by the original leaders of the Japanese secret society that became part of the old Hydra.[6] However, after von Strucker's first death, Hydra broke into factions (such as A.I.M., Secret Empire, Them, etc.) that each adopted its own reorganized modus operandi.[6] Eventually, this fragmentation would lead to a Hydra civil war, even after von Strucker's resurrection.

According to the files discovered by Nick Fury, Hydra is split into four independent sectors:


	
International Corporations (Fronts created using a legitimate business to conceal illicit activities)

	
Government Assets (Individuals within the chain of command. Long-term resources that benefit from the minimal turnover inherent in bureaucracies)

	
Global Criminal Groups (Subsidiary organizations created for short-term goals. Also used to deflect unwanted interest from the global law enforcement community)

	
Intelligence Gathering (S.H.I.E.L.D. and all their underlying resources)[6] Hydra regards S.H.I.E.L.D. as their "most valuable proactive intelligence asset" while its government assets include the US Department of Treasury, FBI, and NSA as well as the Canadian Security Intelligence Service and the GRU and SVR of Russia.[6]




Nick Fury theorized that his previous successes against Hydra were either feints to make him believe that he was making headway against the group or manipulation by Hydra to eliminate any possible competition or possible rogue sub-organizations.[7]

In the aftermath of the Secret Invasion and Baron von Strucker's second death, there followed a series of power struggles which eventually left Hydra without a formal leader.[8] The splintering of Hydra accelerated, with various cells operating seemingly independently.[9][10][11] Eventually, the Red Skull, returning to his Nazi beliefs, started building a new Hydra from the ground up. However, this brought him into conflict with Baron Zemo, who was trying to control what was left of the old Hydra.[12][13]

The Red Skull convinced his now aware Cosmic Cube, Kobik, to cooperate with S.H.I.E.L.D. in creating Pleasant Hill and discovered that Kobik could alter people's memories to make them believe they had been members of the Hydra of which the Red Skull had told them stories.[14] However, the Red Skull failed to realize that the Hydra he was building and the Hydra Kobik had created false memories of were two different things, with the now Hydra Captain America disobeying the Red Skull and planning something else.[13]
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 Technology




Hydra's level of technology is as highly advanced as that of any on Earth, based in part on technology of the alien Gnobians discovered by Baron von Strucker in 1944. Hydra uses various advanced experimental vehicles and devices in its activities, and various conventional military vehicles, seacraft, aircraft, pistols and standard concussive force blasters, and conventional communications equipment.

Hydra personnel are issued cowled jumpsuits, which have included a number of designs over the years. Originally, the jumpsuits were green with a yellow H design, and later incorporated a red and brown color scheme, but in time were changed back to green with a serpent motif.
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 Fictional organization history




Hydra's history as depicted in Marvel Universe continuity is a long, tumultuous and convoluted one, spanning millennia ago to the Third Dynasty of Egypt[image: External link], with all references to the ancient group disappearing around the Renaissance.[6] Surviving fugitive members of the governments of Nazi Germany and the Empire of Japan (including The Hand) are recruited to become the modern incarnation of Hydra.[6]

A cabal of Japanese ultranationalists[image: External link] planned to use Hydra to overthrow the Japanese liberal democratic government, assassinate the prime minister, and install a neo-militarist[image: External link] government, which would re-arm Japan. However, after joining Hydra, Baron Wolfgang von Strucker[image: External link] seized control of the organization and constructed the Hydra base Tsunami - called Hydra Island.[6] The original Hydra Island was invaded by the Leatherneck Raiders and the Japanese Samurai Squad, and the base was destroyed.[15] Strucker slowly steered the organization towards the goal of world domination. That campaign brought him into conflict with Charles Xavier and the future Magneto among others, and once Hydra became more brazenly public in its operations, eventually led to the creation of the original agency known as S.H.I.E.L.D. specifically to counter Hydra's threat to world security. After Hydra apparently assassinated S.H.I.E.L.D.'s first executive director, Nick Fury was appointed as executive director. Hydra agents attempted to assassinate Nick Fury before his appointment as S.H.I.E.L.D.'s Director, but failed.[16]

This decision, after several Hydra campaigns including the failure of the world blackmail attempt using the Betatron Bomb, the creation of the Overkill Horn (designed to detonate all nuclear explosives worldwide), and the bio-engineered "Death-Spore" Bomb, led directly to von Strucker's first death at the hands of Fury and several deceived Hydra operatives. In the wake of von Strucker's first death, the surviving elements of Hydra broke into factions that each adopted its own reorganized modus operandi. Several of these factions developed "super-agents" that would occasionally break away in turn to become freelance operatives, or, in some rarer cases, superheroes such as the first Spider-Woman. During this era, their collective threat was mitigated by not only occasionally fighting among themselves, but their operating policy of punishing failure with death often meant they were killing each other more often than their intended victims after their frequent defeats by S.H.I.E.L.D., superheroes and even civilians like the motorcycle racing team, Team America[image: External link]. Von Strucker was eventually revived and reunited several of the Hydra factions under his leadership to renew his campaign against S.H.I.E.L.D. and humanity for several more years.

Despite his reorganization of the group, various independent Hydra factions continue to operate around the Marvel Universe, and a Hydra Civil War would later result. While Baron Helmut Zemo[image: External link] had von Strucker placed in stasis for his own ends, Gorgon[image: External link] and von Strucker's second wife Elsbeth von Strucker mystically created a clone of von Strucker who they set up to fail[image: External link], allowing for a public execution of him, after which—as part of an alliance with The Hand-they utilized an army of brainwashed superheroes and supervillains[image: External link], including Northstar[image: External link] and Elektra[image: External link] to launch a massive assault on S.H.I.E.L.D. The assault was ultimately repelled and Wolverine would kill Gorgon.

Hydra later planned an all-out attack on the United States by smuggling missiles into New York for use in a planned bio-weapon assault on the Ogallala Aquifer[image: External link]. They formed a distraction through using a team that had the duplicated powers of several Avengers (Iron Man, Captain America and former Avengers Thor and Hawkeye) but were inevitably foiled by Spider-Man and the other New Avengers.

When Spider-Woman (Jessica Drew) was captured by S.H.I.E.L.D. during the events of Civil War, Hydra stormed the S.H.I.E.L.D. Helicarrier and freed her. Spider-Woman, a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent and member of the Avengers, had been working for Hydra under the orders of Nick Fury, deposed as Director of S.H.I.E.L.D. following the events of Secret War, whom she was still loyal to. Hydra revealed that they knew of her betrayal and wanted her to replace Viper as their current leader, for she was unstable. Spider-Woman refused their offer, destroying the Hydra base she had been taken to in an explosion.

As Spider-Woman revealed her true identity as Queen Veranke of the Skrull Empire, Hydra was left with a void in his control organization, filled by Congressman Woodman. Under his rule the young Hardball[image: External link], empowered by the Power Broker[image: External link], is appointed as a double agent[image: External link], acting both as an Initiative recruit[image: External link] and as a Hydra spy with the role of gathering information about the Initiative and doing errands for Hydra in exchange of secrecy and the expensive health care needed by his brother, a former UCWF[image: External link] wrestler[image: External link] who was crippled on the ring.

Hardball however, deeply hurt and shamed by the compromises Woodman forces him to endure, and Komodo[image: External link]'s attempt to bail him out of Hydra by telling his secrets to his field leader Gravity[image: External link], mercilessly kills Congressman Woodman in front of his subordinates. His ersatz coup d'état[image: External link] pays off, and Hardball is appointed as the new Supreme Leader of the organization, severing every tie with his former life.[17] His joining Hydra however, was revealed to simply be caused by his having nowhere else to go. He surrenders to the Shadow Initiative, and is sent to the Negative Zone prison, destroying his Hydra cell.[18]

After the events of Secret Invasion, Nick Fury discovers that S.H.I.E.L.D. was under the control of Hydra, and apparently had been from the beginning. He also discovers a number of organizations under Hydra's alleged control including the United States' FBI[image: External link] Science and Technology Branch, NSA[image: External link] and US Department of Treasury[image: External link], as well as the Russian Main Intelligence Directorate[image: External link] and Foreign Intelligence Service[image: External link] and the Canadian Security Intelligence Service[image: External link].[6]

Meanwhile, after having to destroy Hydra's undersea headquarters, Ichor - it had been infiltrated by the Skrull invasion force - Von Strucker decides to rebuild Hydra from the ground up, and after learning that Fury has learned the truth, reconvenes the other main heads of Hydra: Viper, Madame Hydra, Kraken[image: External link], and The Hive[image: External link]; as well as resurrecting The Gorgon[image: External link] for the purpose of showing Hydra's "True self" to the world.[7]

Hydra (alongside A.I.M.) later appears in an alliance with H.A.M.M.E.R..[19] Following the defeat of Norman Osborn, H.A.M.M.E.R. ends up disbanding with Madame Hydra using the remaining members to reinforce Hydra.[20]

After the existence of Pleasant Hill - a community where Maria Hill kept various supervillains after brainwashing them to believe they were regular civilians via a sentient Cosmic Cube - was exposed and shut down, Red Skull's clone used the subsequent backlash in the intelligence community to assemble a new version of Hydra starting with Sin[image: External link] and Crossbones.[21] Although his efforts are still focused on rebuilding the organization, he has already scored a significant victory after the sentient Cosmic Cube, having been 'raised' by the Red Skull to see Hydra as a great organization, alters Steve Rogers' memories so that he believes he has been a Hydra sleeper agent[image: External link] since childhood.[14]
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 Ultimate Marvel




An Ultimate Marvel version of Hydra can be also be seen.

At the time when Spider-Man[image: External link] was presumed dead following the events of the Ultimatum[image: External link] storyline, J. Jonah Jameson[image: External link] recalled the time when Spider-Man saved Tony Stark from an attack by Hydra.[22]

In more recent Ultimate titles, Hydra has been described as an "anti-government" organization (though their political philosophy is left deliberately vague). Modi[image: External link] (Thor's son) is seen in allegiance with them, and acquiring weapons from Project Pegasus[image: External link], including Modi using the Mind Gem[image: External link] on Director Flumm[image: External link] (to attempt to kill the U.S. President), and Giant-Woman[image: External link] attacking Spider-Man (until stopped by his venom-strike).[23] They are defeated by both S.H.I.E.L.D. and the Ultimates although some members escaped.[24]

Nick Fury later masqueraded as Scorpio and infiltrated Hydra and came across Abigail Brand[image: External link], a Hydra soldier who captures and brings Fury to Commander Crimson.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Commander Crimson later sends Brand to the Death's Head Camp along with Fury until rescued. S.H.I.E.L.D. Director Monica Chang[image: External link] grants Fury permission to re-form the Howling Commandos to stop Hydra.[25]
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Another alternate version of Hydra appears throughout Exiles[image: External link] #91-94, where they are well underway with their plan to take over the world. This version is being led by Madame Hydra (Sue Storm, the Invisible Woman in the regular Marvel universe) and her lover, Wolverine. Various other superhumans, including Captain America (now Captain Hydra) and Slaymaster[image: External link], are agents of Hydra in this world.[26]
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 Amalgam Comics




Another version of Hydra has appeared in Amalgam Comics[image: External link]. They are very similar to the normal Hydra and wear the same green and yellow outfits, but with black eyes instead of red. They first appear in Super-Soldier #1 and are led by Lex Luthor (later known as Green Skull).
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	In The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] episode "Enter: She-Hulk", Hulk and She-Hulk[image: External link] battle Hydra's forces. The Supreme Hydra featured was Steve Perry.

	Hydra appeared in X-Men: Evolution[image: External link]. In the episodes "X-23" and "Target X", they were behind the creation of X-23 from Wolverine's DNA, and Viper appears to be the Supreme Hydra while Omega Red[image: External link] and Gauntlet[image: External link] are shown as mercenaries working for Hydra.

	Hydra appears as a recurring foe in The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes. First appearing in the episode "Meet Captain America" as a branch of Nazi Germany under Baron Heinrich Zemo's rule with the Red Skull as the group's super soldier.[27] At that time, Red Skull uses Hydra's resources and a rune stone to abduct Nordic mythological beasts from the Nine Realms and subject them to their control before Captain America and Bucky Barnes thwarted the scheme. Hydra continued its attempts of world dominion after the war ended under Baron Wolfgang von Strucker's leadership prior to his capture. In the episode "Iron Man is Born", Hydra stole some Stark Industries technology to bolster Dreadnoughts[image: External link] for an attack on the United Nations before being defeated by Iron Man with the captured agents taken to the Vault where Strucker is held. But it is revealed to be an attempt by the Grim Reaper to free Strucker prior to Grim Reaper's own incarnation before they managed to escape during the two-part episode "The Breakout". The episode "Hulk vs the World" revealed that the Black Widow is Hydra's double-agent that steals the Hulk's DNA and frames Hawkeye as a double-agent. In the episode "Living Legend", Zemo finds Strucker as Hydra's leader yet allows Strucker's status kept alone while Zemo seemingly severing ties with the organization. In the episode "Panther's Prey", Grim Reaper and Hydra managed to pick up some Vibranium from Man-Ape[image: External link] and Ulysses Klaw when Man-Ape takes over Wakanda. In the episode "Widow's Sting", Grim Reaper and Hydra meet with MODOK and A.I.M. for a transaction that would help in the Cosmic Cube's creation which is crashed by Hawkeye's search for Black Widow. Grim Reaper manages to escape (not knowing of Hawkeye's tracer) while both the defeated agents of Hydra and A.I.M. were arrested by S.H.I.E.L.D.. When Hawkeye, Mockingbird, Captain America and Black Panther trace Grim Reaper to Hydra Island, the heroes end up fighting Hydra's forces. Strucker activates the computer's self-destruct ' Fenris[image: External link]' sequence. Though Hawkeye goes after Black Widow and Strucker. Hawkeye is taken down by Black Widow who secretly attacks Strucker while trying to take Hawkeye's youth. Black Widow escapes from Hydra Island with Strucker while Grim Reaper, Madame Hydra (who was later revealed to be a Skrull) and the remaining Hydra Agents present are arrested by S.H.I.E.L.D.. While waiting for MODOK, Black Widow tells Strucker that Black Panther attacked from behind. MODOK arrives and tells Strucker that the Cosmic Cube was a failure and gives back the money. After MODOK left, Strucker suspects that MODOK was lying about the Cosmic Cube being a failure. In the episode "Hail Hydra", Hydra and A.I.M. tear the city apart for the Cosmic Cube's control, forcing the Avengers to intervene. It is revealed that Black Widow was a double agent that infiltrated Hydra to learn the Cosmic Cube's nature. In the end, the Avengers prevailed when both Strucker and Captain America touched the Cosmic Cube and it appeared as if nothing happened. The agents and Strucker were arrested by S.H.I.E.L.D.

	Hydra appears in The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link]. In the episode "Brouhaha at the World's Bottom", Baron Strucker leads the Hydra forces into attacking a S.H.I.E.L.D. Base in Antarctica so that they can use the technology there in order to head to another world.

	Hydra is featured in Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., a television series set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Hydra is introduced in the middle of season one (as part of a tie-in with the film Captain America: The Winter Soldier). Besides Dr. List and Baron Strucker, its featured members are John Garrett (Bill Paxton[image: External link]), Daniel Whitehall[image: External link] (Reed Diamond[image: External link]) and Sunil Bakshi (Simon Kassianides[image: External link]). The reveal of Hydra's infiltration of S.H.I.E.L.D. exposes a Hydra mole within the core cast of the show, and the show retools as a group of fugitives on the run from both the U.S. military and Hydra. In season two, new S.H.I.E.L.D. Director Phil Coulson works to exterminate Hydra, and Coulson's team progressively eliminates senior Hydra leaders. Grant Ward (Brett Dalton[image: External link]), the mole from Coulson's original team, takes what is left of the organization under his control. Season three retcons[image: External link] the history of Hydra, explaining that the group is an ancient religious order dedicated to the return of its banished Inhuman leader Hive[image: External link] with the Nazi organization being merely its latest incarnation. Hive's devotees today are scarce within the organization, but are headed up by industrialist Gideon Mallick (Powers Boothe[image: External link]) assuming full control of Hydra upon Ward's death. After Hive returns to Earth in Ward's body and kills Malick's own daughter Stephanie Malick (Bethany Joy Lenz[image: External link]), Malick betrays the organization to Coulson upon capture and is able to instruct U.S. General Glenn Talbot[image: External link] to destroy its remaining infrastructure before Malick himself is killed by Daisy Johnson, who is under Hive's thrall. Hive uses Malick and Hydra's remaining resources to enact his own plans, until S.H.I.E.L.D. stops him. In the episode "Self-Control," the show's core cast members are submerged in an artificial reality called the Framework which plays out an alternative history where Hydra supplants S.H.I.E.L.D. and many core agents are its loyal followers. The leader of Hydra within the Framework is the rogue life model decoy[image: External link] Aida (Mallory Jansen[image: External link]), who has adopted the persona of Madame Hydra.

	Hydra has sporadic appearances in Avengers Assemble. Known members include Red Skull and Baron Strucker. The group is occasionally seen throughout season one. They're first seen in the episode "The Avengers Protocol" Pt. 1 as the Red Skull's forces. They first fight Captain America and then Iron Man. The group continues fighting on Red Skull's behalf but are defeated by the Avengers. Also throughout season one, both Iron Skull's armor and the Cabal[image: External link]'s submarine are seen with Hydra's symbol. Hydra makes occasional appearances throughout season two. Some Hydra agents are seen try to use a superweapon in the episode "The Arsenal" before being quickly foiled by Captain America. More Hydra agents are seen in the episode "Ghosts of the Past" where a branch demands Red Skull's release but were defeated by Captain America and the Falcon which is used as a distraction for the Winter Soldier's own kidnapping. Another Hydra group is seen in the episode "Secret Avengers" when the S.H.I.E.L.D.-affiliated Avengers rescue a captured S.H.I.E.L.D. agent which eventually lead to information on Crimson Dynamo and Radioactive Man. Hydra can also be seen in Avengers: Ultron Revolution. The episode "Saving Captain Rogers" shows Hydra agents led by Baron Heinrich Zemo that fight with Captain America and Bucky Barnes. This was part of Baron Helmut Zemo's hypnosis plot to find Heinrich's secret laboratory for his father's perfect super-soldier serum. Helmut subsequently uses his own imperfect super-soldier serum on his Hydra operatives to distract Iron Man and Black Widow. Despite being turned into large brutes, Helmut's Hydra soldiers eventually tire out and are defeated by the two Avengers just when Helmut effectively euthanizes himself with one of Heinrich's super-soldier serums. In the episode "Into the Future", World War II-era Hydra soldiers during a time-jumped fight between Captain America and Kang the Conqueror. The group is seen again in the episode "Seeing Double" as part of Baron Strucker's branch. Thanks to the new Black Widow, Strucker has Bruce Banner captured and altered into the Winter Hulk until the original Black Widow got to Winter Hulk's senses. Strucker was defeated while Belova got away.

	Hydra can also be seen in the Hulk and the Agents of S.M.A.S.H.[image: External link] cartoon series. In the episode "Days of Future Smash Part 4: The Hydra Years", Hulk teams up with a young Captain America to stop Red Skull who becomes Green Skull when enhanced with gamma energy by Leader[image: External link]. In the present, the Agents of S.M.A.S.H. team up with an old Captain America to fight and free the world from HYDRA which is led by Leader and operating a device that is powered by Green Skull.

	Hydra can also be seen in the Ultimate Spider-Man[image: External link] cartoon series. In "Great Power", Spider-Man imagines Nick Fury fighting Hydra soldiers (in their original depiction). Hydra has a central role in Ultimate Spider-Man vs The Sinister Six (along with the Sinister Six) with Arnim Zola and Crossbones as known members.[28] In the two-part premiere "HYDRA Attacks", Doctor Octopus[image: External link] collaborates with Zola. After using a special Octobot that took control of Swarm[image: External link]'s nanites to convert the S.H.I.E.L.D. Tri-Carrier into HYDRA Island and attack the Triskelion. Zola subsequently led his own army of HYDRA Goblins transformed from selected Hydra Soldiers by Doctor Octopus using the Goblin Formula[image: External link]. However, Spider-Man and Scarlet Spider[image: External link] use Norman Osborn's anti-Goblin serum to restore the Hydra Goblins back to normal. With additional help from Agent Venom[image: External link] and Iron Spider[image: External link], Spider-Man and Scarlet Spider send HYDRA Island (and Zola) to Saturn while Doc Ock escapes. Subsequent episodes show Doc Ock using Hydra resources to eliminate Spider-Man in contradiction to his new employers' plans; "Miles From Home" shows Doc Ock and Baron Mordo[image: External link] use the Siege Perilous[image: External link] to summon an alternate-reality Green Goblin[image: External link] with Spider-Man getting help from Doctor Strange[image: External link] and Kid Arachnid to prevent further interdimensional damage, "Double Agent Venom" shows Doc Ock trying to take the Venom[image: External link] symbiote on Hydra much to Zola's annoyance, "Anti-Venom" depicts Doc Ock as Anti-Venom[image: External link]'s creator with Hydra scientist Michael Morbius[image: External link]' assistance. In the two-part episode "The New Sinister Six", the Sinister Seven fights S.H.I.E.L.D. Academy while Doc Ock steals Curt Connors[image: External link]'s anti-Hydra weapon. Despite Spider-Man's best efforts, Doc Ock uses the anti-Hydra weapon to convert Zola's HYDRA Island into his own Octopus Island until Scarlet Spider's change of heart[image: External link]. After Zola's demise and HYDRA Island's destruction, Crossbones became Hydra's acting leader where he led different Hydra plots like trying to capture Fury and Madame Web[image: External link] (in the episode "Agent Web") and to have Morbius recreate the Carnage[image: External link] symbiote in order to launch to other locations (in "The Symbiote Saga" three-part episode).
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	Hydra appears in the television film[image: External link] Nick Fury: Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.. The Hydra Agents are shown with Men in Black[image: External link]-type suits rather than the green uniform from the comics.

	Hydra agents appear in the animated film Ultimate Avengers 2[image: External link] fighting against Captain America. Seen in the beginning of the film, they are identifiable by their green uniforms.

	Hydra appeared in Heroes United: Iron Man and Hulk[image: External link]. The Hydra scientists Dr. Cruler and Dr. Fump hire Abomination[image: External link] to catch Hulk for an experiment. They later turn on Abomination in order to use him in the same experiment.

	Hydra appears in Heroes United: Iron Man & Captain America[image: External link].[29]


	Hydra is a key element in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, founded on a belief that humanity could not be trusted with its own freedom and must be subjugated for its own good. It is later revealed that the real HYDRA is a fanatical cult that worships an ancient powerful Inhuman entity.

	Hydra first appears in the 2011 film Captain America: The First Avenger under the Red Skull's leadership, depicted to have originally started as an advanced science branch for the Third Reich, utilizing several experimental aircraft such as the Focke-Wulf Triebflügel[image: External link] VTOL[image: External link] aircraft and a huge intercontinental flying-wing bomber based in part on the Horten Ho 229[image: External link] design.[30][31] But upon acquiring the Tesseract with Arnim Zola developing the technology to harness its energies, Hydra goes rogue as Red Skull eventually plans to betray Nazi Germany after the Allies are defeated. Ultimately, Red Skull is apparently incinerated upon touching the Tesseract, and Hydra's bases are systematically destroyed by the Allies.

	The 2012 film The Avengers revealed that Nick Fury had S.H.I.E.L.D. gather everything there was related to the Tesseract (then in the possession of Thor's foster brother Loki), including Hydra technology. A plan known as Phase Two deals with using the Tesseract to develop weapons, using the Hydra weapons as a template.

	Hydra resurfaces in the 2014 film Captain America: The Winter Soldier despite the organization's apparent disbandment. When S.H.I.E.L.D. was founded, Arnim Zola implanted Hydra agents into various intelligence organizations in a decades-long plan to convince humanity to surrender their freedom for security by orchestrating assassinations and international conflicts. After Zola's consciousness is transplanted into a computer, Hydra's leadership came to senior S.H.I.E.L.D. member Alexander Pierce, as well as various S.T.R.I.K.E. members (including Brock Rumlow and Jack Rollins[image: External link]). When Nick Fury and the World Council decided to put "Project: Insight" into action, Hydra secretly planned to use their advantage to wipe out any known (or potential) threats to them. Captain America, Black Widow, Fury and Falcon discover this and expose Hydra's plan to the world, while also managing to stop Project: Insight in the process. Following the destruction of Hydra's master plans with Pierce's death and also S.H.I.E.L.D.'s collapse, small Hydra groups are shown to be still active (as revealed in Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.). The mid-credits scene shows Baron Strucker overseeing S.H.I.E.L.D.'s end.

	In Avengers: Age of Ultron, a Hydra branch under Baron Strucker and Dr. List (Henry Goodman[image: External link]) has been using Loki's scepter obtained from Thanos to create weapons as well as superhumans Quicksilver[image: External link] and Scarlet Witch. During the Avengers' raid on Strucker's lair in Sokovia, Dr. List gets killed by Iron Man while Strucker was captured by the Avengers and later killed by Ultron.

	In Ant-Man[image: External link], a Hydra group led by Mitchell Carson wants to buy Darren Cross[image: External link]'s crude shrinking technology. Ant-Man[image: External link] is able to defeat the Hydra agents, however, Carson escapes with a vial of the makeshift particles while being attacked by ants.

	Hydra is featured in Captain America: Civil War. It is further explained how Hydra used the Winter Soldier to kill Howard Stark and Maria Stark in order to acquire samples of the Super Soldier Serum which Vasily Karpov[image: External link] used to create a lot of Winter Soldiers at a Siberian base. Helmut Zemo interrogates and drowns Karpov in order to gain access to Winter Soldier's programming. Once Zemo arrives at the Siberian base, he kills the five Winter Soldiers in cryostasis and obtains a videotape from the base's archives which is crucial to his true plan.
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 Video games





	Hydra appears in X-Men: The Official Game[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]. In the game, Hydra is partially responsible for the creation of the Master Mold and Sentinel[image: External link] robots alongside William Stryker. Under orders of their leader Silver Samurai[image: External link], Hydra infiltrates Stryker's base to remove all evidence and Sentinel equipment, and by accident, activated the Master Mold.

	Hydra is the major villain in the rare Sega 32X[image: External link] video game titled Spider-Man: Web of Fire[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	In Marvel: Ultimate Alliance 2[image: External link], one of the levels includes an old Hydra base that the Anti-Registration group was using.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Hydra's aerial base can be seen attacking the S.H.I.E.L.D. Helicarrier in the latter's stage in Marvel vs. Capcom 3: Fate of Two Worlds[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The organization's logo can also be seen on the car that attempts to run She-Hulk[image: External link] down in one of her special moves.

	Hydra appears in the video game Captain America: Super Soldier.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Hydra is featured in Marvel: Avengers Alliance.[citation needed[image: External link]] Known members include Baron Helmut Zemo, Moonstone[image: External link], Viper, and the Hydra Four. Hydra's Power Armors appear as bosses and were created from stolen Stark Industries technology. Their foot soldiers consist of Hydra Ballistas, Hydra Burners, Hydra Cannons, Hydra Judicators, Hydra Officers, Hydra Pyros, Hydra Soldiers, and Hydra Vanguards.

	Hydra is featured in Avengers Initiative, with its members serving as enemies in the Captain America chapters of the game.[32]


	Hydra appears in Marvel Heroes[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Hydra Agents appear in Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link]. They are seen with Red Skull and Arnim Zola in a secret Hydra base beneath the Empire State Building[image: External link]. A Hydra Agent is an unlockable character.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Live performance





	Hydra agents appear in the Marvel Universe: LIVE![image: External link] stage show.[33]
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Illuminati (comics)






For other uses, see Illuminati (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Illuminati are a fictional group of superheroes appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. The characters joined forces and secretly work behind the scenes. The Illuminati were established to exist (via story retcon) in their first published appearance in New Avengers #7 (July 2005[image: External link]),[1] written by Brian Michael Bendis. Their history was discussed in the special New Avengers: Illuminati (May 2006[image: External link]).[2] The group was revealed to have been formed very shortly after the Kree-Skrull War, which was depicted in Avengers #89–97 ( 1971[image: External link]– 1972[image: External link][3]).



TOP
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 Members




Creator Bendis says of the group's members:


They each represent a certain something that is very special to the Marvel Universe:


	
Namor is a ruler of the oceans and represents the antihero[image: External link] mindset.

	
Tony Stark represents the Avenger type of hero, one who understands and appreciates that a hero can work with the government, rather than outside of it. He also represents the common man, as he possesses no natural superhuman abilities.

	
Reed Richards represents the science-based part of the superhero community.

	
Black Bolt represents the Inhumans, who are an important part of Marvel history and play an important part in events that have not yet come to pass. He also represents a ruler/king archetype, one that has also been filled by Namor.

	
Doctor Stephen Strange[image: External link] speaks for the mystical/non-scientific side of the Marvel universe.

	
Professor Charles Xavier of the X-Men is there on behalf of the mutant[image: External link] community.



They all bring with them a unique viewpoint and perspective that isn’t shared by the others.[4]



The group forms at some time in the aftermath of the Kree-Skrull War, and probably after the Avengers/Defenders war. Iron Man realizes that each of the individual members had information about these alien races beforehand, and they could have collectively stopped it. He brings together the Illuminati with the Black Panther in Wakanda, and proposes that they form a government of superhumans. Namor refuses, on the grounds that too many superheroes are violent outsiders (such as Hawkeye and Quicksilver[image: External link], both former criminals). Xavier refuses on the grounds that mutants are already feared and hated, and if Iron Man thinks he can fight this with iconic superheroes, it will result in heroes being feared and hated as much as mutants. Doctor Strange refuses on the grounds that too many heroes are anti-establishment and that the group Iron Man has assembled to form a governing body would not be 'anti-establishment', but rather a form of 'counter-establishment'. The group does, however, agree to meet to exchange information regularly. The only individual present who outright refuses to meet or even participate with the others is the Black Panther, who fears the association will end in less than altruistic actions.
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 Publication history




The Illuminati first appeared in the Sentry story arc of New Avengers, written by Brian Michael Bendis. Bendis explored their history in the New Avengers: Illuminati one-shot (May 2006), which built up to the Civil War event that summer. Bendis, along with co-writer Brian Reed[image: External link] and artist Jim Cheung[image: External link], produced a five-issue miniseries filling out what the group does behind the scenes between their formation and dissolution. The first issue of The New Avengers: Illuminati was released in December 2006 [5][6] and the final issue was released in November 2007.
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 New Avengers (2013–2015)




As part of Marvel NOW!, New Avengers was relaunched featuring the Illuminati.[7]
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 Illuminati (2015–present)




Following Secret Wars[image: External link], a new Illuminati series will be launched by writer Josh Williamson.[8] The book will feature the Hood leading a new, villainous incarnation of the group.[9] The new Illuminati will include Titania[image: External link], Enchantress, Mad Thinker[image: External link], Thunderball, and Black Ant.[10]
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 Fictional group history
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 First meeting




Iron Man (representing the Avengers), Mister Fantastic (representing the Fantastic Four), Namor (representing Atlantis[image: External link]), Black Bolt (representing the Inhumans), Professor Xavier[image: External link] (representing the X-Men), Black Panther (representing Wakanda), and Doctor Strange[image: External link] (Sorcerer Supreme[image: External link] of Earth) meet in Wakanda, in the aftermath of the Kree-Skrull War that ravaged Earth. Iron Man highlights the fact that numerous heroes possessed information that could have prevented the war had they been combined, as well as the fact that Earth’s heroes are the only defense against an attack on that scale. From this, he concludes that a representative body, similar to the United Nations[image: External link], be established amongst the heroes. The others in attendance debate the effectiveness of such a body, pointing out issues of trust amongst heroes and the bureaucracy that would result; however, most agree that continued secret meetings such as this one could help deal with larger threats in the future. All agree to this except the Black Panther, who takes issue with their self-righteous attitudes and predicts disaster when they disagree.[11]
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 Skrull Empire




The Illuminati travel to the homeworld of the Skrulls, who are still reeling from their defeat during the Kree-Skrull War on Earth. The group warns the Empire not to attack Earth again, but is unable to escape afterwards. The Skrulls analyze their captives (physiology, genetics, technology, etc.) and glean information from their behavior, until Iron Man is able to lead an escape. The Illuminati recognize that another attack is inevitable, while the Skrull Empire begins to make use of the data they compiled.[12] By using a clone of Black Bolt and technology from Richards, the Skrulls were able to be undetected by superheroes.[13]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Battle with the Pride




When Tony Stark relocated to Los Angeles after Obadiah Stane[image: External link] took over his company- the other Illuminati members leave him alone after Namor pointed out that Stark would never accept charity and needed this time to prove himself worthy of his membership,[14] he encountered the Pride[image: External link]- the six families who controlled crime in the city, parents of the future makeshift superhero 'team' the Runaways- and learned about the Gribborim that they worshipped while establishing a new company, prompting him to contact Doctor Strange for information about the Gribborim.[15] This led to a brief fight between the Illuminati and the six Pride families, but although the Illuminati won and the Pride were temporarily locked up- although only Tony and Reed were present at the arrest due to their more 'media-friendly' image-, Tony knew that the Pride were too well-connected to keep them contained for long, prompting him to depart from Los Angeles after leaving the Pride a warning message to inform them that he would be back if he had any reason to suspect that they were acting against his new company.[16]
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 The Beyonder




Main article: Secret Wars II[image: External link]


During the opening moments of the first Secret Wars, Professor Xavier[image: External link] and Reed Richards[image: External link] unsuccessfully attempted rendering the abducted heroes and villains forced to participate in Secret Wars unconscious using Xavier's powers of telepathy. The rationale behind their failed plan was that doing so would deny the Beyonder the pleasure of watching the two sides fight solely for his entertainment.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] The issue also contends that the Illuminati confronted the Beyonder during the events of Secret Wars II[image: External link], a storyline with major continuity errors[citation needed[image: External link]] (Tony Stark[image: External link] referenced as participating in the first Secret Wars[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] when it was shown in issue 9 to actually be James Rhodes in Stark's Iron Man armor. The Beyonder is proclaimed to be an Inhuman who was a mutant before he was exposed to the Terrigen Mists[image: External link][ volume & issue needed[image: External link]], as well as the implication that the events of Secret Wars II[image: External link] never really happened and took place within an asteroid replica of Earth the Beyonder created[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]], and that Black Bolt, under the guise as the Beyonder's "king", convinced him to go into another dimensional exile)[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]; as such, the canonical status of Secret Wars II is unknown.[17]
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 Marvel Boy




Main article: Noh-Varr[image: External link]


The Illuminati approach Noh-Varr[image: External link], a Kree warrior who tried to take over the Earth, in his prison, reasoning that it is better to convince him to change on his own rather than to just try to make him change using their abilities. They demonstrate the Kree connection to the Inhumans, and their desire to protect Earth. They demonstrate the primitive nature of humanity, but also the potential of the race to evolve and better itself. Ultimately, using Captain Marvel (a deceased, Kree-born superhero), they try to convince Noh-Varr to use his powers to protect the Earth and guide humans to better themselves.[18]
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 The Sentry




Iron Man informs the Illuminati of the formation of a new Avengers team in light of the breakout from the Raft[image: External link]. All but Namor wish him well in his endeavor, and Iron Man moves on to the issue of the Sentry. Although none of the Illuminati have any recollection of him, Mr. Fantastic discovers that he has files on the Sentry and Professor Xavier discovers that his mind has been tampered with. Mr. Fantastic is able to use the files to get through to Robert Reynolds, a.k.a. the Sentry, and help him reverse what has been done to him. Iron Man tells the group that the Avengers take full responsibility for the Sentry, should he ever lose control, but dodges their questions about other recent Avengers inquiries.[19]
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 Hulk




Maria Hill, Director of S.H.I.E.L.D., approaches Iron Man concerning the Hulk, who has recently destroyed Las Vegas. Iron Man presents a solution to the problem of the Hulk to the Illuminati (excluding an absent Professor Xavier), suggesting that they shoot him into space toward an uninhabited world. Namor, alone, dissents to the plan from the outset. He argues that they have no right to banish their ally from Earth and accuses them of not helping to cure Bruce Banner to the best of their abilities. The other four members vote in favor of the plan, and Namor departs, after a brief skirmish with Iron Man beneath the waves (Namor manages to tear off Iron Man's face mask before both are returned to the surface by Dr. Strange). While leaving, he says that the Black Panther was correct, and Namor predicts (correctly) that the Hulk will eventually return to seek justified revenge.[11]
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 Registration and the Road to Civil War




Despite deciding not to meet again, Iron Man calls together the Illuminati (excluding Professor Xavier, who is in exile in Scotland after the "M Day[image: External link]" event) to introduce them to the Superhuman Registration Act. He illustrates the fact that recent events have raised suspicion of all super-powered individuals and groups, and that one wrong move on the part of a hero will trigger disaster.


"A hero, probably a young one... One of the Young Avengers, or those kids in Los Angeles... Some carefree happy go-lucky, well-meaning young person with the best of intentions will do something wrong. He will be trying to save someone do something heroic but he will make a mistake. Turn to the left instead of the right and people will be hurt or killed because of it. And it will happen on live TV, or it will be recorded... and like Rodney King[image: External link], it will play over and over. All over the world. Until the unrest that is already bubbling over will boil over... and every politician looking to make a name for himself will run right on TV and they will tell America how they are going to save the world from these out-of-control costumed characters who think the law does not apply to them. And half of us will go along with it and half of us will not. And because of this mini-rebellion, our lawmakers will be forced to make an example of someone. Someone like our friend Spider-Man. Someone they can make a real spectacle of. Someone they can unmask on TV, destroy his marriage and family and pin a crime or two on! All for the whole world to see. And the country will rupture. Sides will be taken and people will be hurt. Friend against friend. People who used to be adversaries finding themselves teamed up against a common cause. Friends dying at the hands of a former ally or teammate. That is what will happen."



If the Act passes, a war amongst heroes will result and cause untold damage. In order to avoid it, Iron Man reiterates his idea of a representative body of superheroes, and urges the group to come out in favor of registration prior to a disaster. While Namor dismisses the issue as none of Atlantis’ business and Doctor Strange and Black Bolt disagree on principle, Mr. Fantastic agrees with Tony. The damage is done, however, and the Illuminati dissolve.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Infinity Gauntlet




Main article: Infinity Gems[image: External link]


Mr. Fantastic reveals to the group that he has been collecting the Infinity Gems[image: External link], and hopes to collect them all with the help of the Illuminati. Despite a general apprehension, the group manages to acquire all six gems. When the Gems are assembled, Mr. Fantastic attempts to will the Gems out of existence, but he is unable to do so. Faced with this failure, and a reprimand from Uatu, the Watcher, he makes the controversial decision to give each Illuminati member one gem to hide so that they may never be combined and used again.[20]
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 Civil War




Main article: Civil War (comics)


Although the Illuminati never met or operated as a group during Civil War, their actions in the conflict reflect their reactions at the last meeting. Iron Man and Mr. Fantastic became two of the leading members of the pro-registration side, and worked closely with the United States government and S.H.I.E.L.D. Doctor Strange stayed out of the conflict, meditating and fasting,[21] though he later admits, after joining the New Avengers and finding new love, that he regrets his lack of involvement. Afterward, he would join the New Avengers, who continue to operate underground without registering. Black Bolt and the Inhumans stayed out of the conflict, but began their own Cold War[image: External link] with the United States. Namor was involved only so far as it served his interests. This included avenging the death of his cousin[image: External link] in the Stamford tragedy, and coming to the aid of his friend Captain America’s forces in the final battle.[22] Professor Xavier was not on Earth during the conflict.
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 World War Hulk




Main article: World War Hulk


During Civil War, Reed is contacted by Amadeus Cho[image: External link], who informs him that Hulk did not land on the intended planet. When the Hulk ultimately returns to Earth, he seeks revenge on the Illuminati as Namor had warned. He became King of the planet he landed on, before the ship self-destructs and destroyed millions of the inhabitants, along with the Hulk's wife and unborn child. His first act is to attack and defeat Black Bolt at the Inhuman settlement on the moon. After providing New York with a twenty-four-hour time limit to hand the other three Illuminati over to him, the Hulk approaches Xavier at his mansion to determine whether he would have supported the Illuminati plan had he been present; Xavier confirms that he would have agreed with the plan, but only until a method could be found to prevent the Hulk endangering others. He battles the X-Men, but after learning of the mutant population's recent severe losses as a result of " M-Day[image: External link]", the Hulk decides that the X-Men have suffered enough and departs.[23] Having then taken over Manhattan Island, the Hulk is attacked by Iron Man in a new ' Hulkbuster[image: External link]' armor, only for him to be defeated and Stark Tower to be destroyed. Despite the aid of the other members of the Fantastic Four, including temporary members the Black Panther and Storm[image: External link], the same fate befalls Mr. Fantastic. Dr. Strange tries to enter the Hulk’s mind, but Hulk tricks Strange into presenting himself in a physical form that he attacks upon appearance. Strange later invokes and is possessed by the demon spirit of Zom[image: External link], hoping that he could stop the Hulk before it was too late. However, he loses control of his newfound power, and he almost caused some civilians to die during his battle with the Hulk. Although the Hulk saves them, this action makes Strange lose his confidence in his powers and makes him vulnerable for the Hulk to defeat him.

Hulk then implants the Illuminati members with obedience discs and forces them to fight each other in his makeshift gladiatorial ring in Madison Square Garden. However the Hulk spared them from killing each other, showing them that he proved his point to the world. They survived the encounter by Hulk's mercy and the timely intervention of the Sentry which leads to a prolonged battle where both Hulk and the Sentry reverse back to their human forms and Bruce Banner knocks out Robert Reynolds with a final punch. This allows enough time for Stark to use prototype defense satellites to negate the Hulk's powers. The Illuminati is also partially cleared from the responsibility of Sakaar's destruction when Miek[image: External link] admits he saw the Red King's forces breach the ship's warp core and kept quiet to initiate what Miek felt was Hulk's destiny as the "Worldbreaker".[24]

Namor, the only Illuminati member opposed to shooting Hulk into space from the beginning, was spared from the Hulk's vengeance and remained uninvolved throughout the conflict.[11]
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 Secret Invasion




Main article: Secret Invasion


Iron Man calls the Illuminati together one more time to show them the body of the Skrull that was posing as Elektra[image: External link]. He feels that the Skrull represents a secret invasion of Earth, and that the group is responsible (after traveling to the Skrull Homeworld years before). His suspicions are proven to be correct when Black Bolt reveals himself to be a disguised Skrull. The five remaining members are able to barely defeat it, and its two compatriots, and begin making plans to detect and defeat the remaining Skrulls. They soon realize, however, that this is pointless, as they cannot trust each other, going each his own way, for better or for worse, upon realizing that they have lost far more than just a world: they have lost each other's trust, and have lost the last hope of uniting the superheroes against the Skrulls...[25]

Though in Secret Invasion, just like in Civil War, though for reasonably different incentives (they could not trust each other because of their own actions during the War, and they could not trust each other because of the actions of outside enemies during the Invasion), the Illuminati never worked together as a group, and the Illuminati itself is most likely to be permanently shattered. However, all six of them were affected in some way during the invasion, as were all inhabitants and allies of Earth.

Iron Man and Mister Fantastic were the two chief fighters of the Secret Invasion, taking central roles in the main battles, and key to the ultimate failure of the Invasion, though neither survived unscathed. Iron Man brought the Skrull corpse to the world’s top minds, and summoned Criti Noll (in the form of Henry Pym) and Mister Fantastic to examine and dissect the body. Stark was soon, as planned by the Skrulls, called in, along with his Mighty Avengers to the Savage Land[image: External link], where one of the first and most significant of battles of the invasion took place. It started when a spaceship crashed there, several dozen superheroes came out, and the New Avengers also arrived on the scene. Just as Mister Fantastic ingeniously discovers the method of concealment the Skrulls have been utilizing to become virtually undetectable, Criti Noll acts, using a special, Skrull-designed gun to subdue Reed Richards and prevent him from maintaining solidity; the remaining members of the Fantastic Four are also swiftly taken out elsewhere for most of the invasion, though all survive, if but barely. Agent Abigail Brand[image: External link] of S.W.O.R.D. frees Mister Fantastic and takes control over the Skrull ship he was held in to the Savage Land, but sadly not before the Skrulls manages to infect Iron Man with an alien virus disabling himself, his armor, and S.H.I.E.L.D. itself. Veranke, disguised as Spider-Woman, also attempts to crush and destabilize what remains of Stark’s morale, will, and faith by trying to convince him he is actually a Skrull sleeper agent[image: External link], but the Black Widow[image: External link] convinces him, at least slightly, otherwise. Richards and Brand arrive, with Reed using a self-designed machine to reveal the Skrulls in the midst of the Savage Land battle, which are quickly disposed of by the heroes. Reed and Tony lead the other heroes back to the now chaotic New York for the final battle, in which Reed exposes the Skrulls and which he is a prime target. Reed survives, and Tony, though his secondhand and relatively crude armor he had quickly constructed suffer enough damage to force him to initially retreat from the battle scene, uses a spare old Iron Man armor to enable him to aid the struggle against the Skrulls, freeing the prisoners, including Pym and Jarvis.
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 Quest of the Hood




The Illuminati reunited with founding members Iron Man, Mister Fantastic, Doctor Strange and Professor Xavier returning. Medusa has joined the group as well (filling in for the presumably deceased Black Bolt[26]) after learning that the Hood is targeting them for the Infinity Gems, seeking to reform the Infinity Gauntlet and regain the power he lost after the Siege of Asgard.[27] With the Hood having being defeated once more, the Infinity Gems were re-divided among the Illuminati members with Captain Steve Rogers in possession of the sixth gem in Black Bolt's absence.[28]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Aborted Reunion




Captain America arranged another meeting of the Illuminati during the war between the Avengers and the X-Men[image: External link] in an attempt to talk with Namor after he was possessed by the Phoenix Force, but the meeting quickly fell apart; Professor X resented how the other four members were subconsciously blaming him for the current mess, Mister Fantastic felt that the Phoenix Five were not actually doing anything wrong as their actions had all been fundamentally beneficial, and Doctor Strange and Tony Stark felt that the meeting was pointless as they doubted that Namor would appear. When Namor arrived in the room after the others had left, Captain America asked him to stand down, but Namor refused, although he acknowledged that he still respected Captain America as a friend and ally.[29]
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 Colliding universes




When Black Panther discovered a threat to the entire Marvel Universe, he saw no option but to call together the Illuminati again, including former member Black Bolt and, later, mutant scientist Beast, to deal with the threat. Professor X is not part of the call because he was killed at the end of the war between the Avengers and the X-Men[image: External link]. This new convocation of the Illuminati is now composed of the team of New Avengers.[30]

Before the meeting with the Illuminati, Black Panther privately confronts Namor (who had previously killed hundreds of Wakandans) in a locked and guarded room. Their conversation is brief but tense, with Namor, still king of Atlantis, unbowed before Black Panther's tightly controlled rage. Black Panther informs Namor that as soon as the current crisis is settled, Black Panther will kill him.[31]

When Captain America attempts to use the Infinity Gauntlet to push the colliding planet back for some time, he makes a valiant effort, but the gems are destroyed, with the exception of the time gem, which vanishes to parts unknown. Afterwards, Captain America argues that the Illuminati are wrong to consider building a world-destroying weapon to help save Earth, and that doing so will corrupt them. Iron Man has already anticipated that Captain America will respond in that way, and therefore Doctor Strange has prepared a spell that he uses to wipe Captain America's mind of the Illuminati meeting.[32]

During the Original Sin storyline, following the murder of Uatu the Watcher[image: External link], Captain America's exposure to Uatu's eye during the confrontation with the Orb[image: External link][33] restores his memory.[34] After Captain America and the Avengers are transported into the future realities with the time gem, Captain America announces that the Illuminati are to be arrested.[35]
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 Time Runs Out




Later, the Illuminati face off against the Great Society, a team of heroes from the latest parallel Earth that involved in an Incursion.[36] Black Panther initially intends to destroy the Great Society's world by using an antimatter bomb, but relents at the last minute after realizing he cannot commit mass murder. However, Namor steals the trigger from Black Panther, and destroys the planet himself, resulting in his expulsion from the group.[37] It is later revealed that Namor has partnered with a group of villains to form a new Cabal[image: External link] in order to destroy parallel worlds that may become involved in Incursions.[38]

Eight months later, the Avengers are shown to be working with S.H.I.E.L.D. to track down and capture the Illuminati. Amadeus Cho[image: External link], Captain Britain[image: External link], and Hank Pym have joined the team in the aftermath of Namor's expulsion, and work against the Avengers to protect the Earth by any means necessary.[39]

Despite Namor's Cabal achieving legitimacy as Earth's protectors, Namor grew weary of the wholesale slaughter they carried out in the name of preserving their universe. Although he collaborated with the Illuminati in a plan to destroy the Cabal by trapping them on the next Earth to be destroyed, Black Panther and Black Bolt left him behind to die with the Cabal, disgusted at his earlier actions.[40] However, that world had a second simultaneous Incursion happen, allowing Namor and the Cabal to escape to the third Earth, in the Ultimate universe.[41]

The Avengers and the Illuminati learned Hank Pym had discovered that the Beyonders[image: External link] are responsible for the Universe Incursions that have been plaguing the Multiverse and that they annihilated the Cosmic entities[image: External link] in the entire Multiverse.[42]

When the final incursion occurs during the Secret Wars[image: External link] storyline, resulting in all realities collapsing into one Earth, Mister Fantastic and the Black Panther survive the incursion in a specially-designed 'life pod' along with a few other heroes, while Strange comes through the incursion while assuming a role as Doctor Doom's 'sheriff', aiding Doom in ruling the new ' Battleworld[image: External link]' created from the multiple realities.[43]
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 The Cabal




Main article: Cabal (comics)[image: External link]


The Cabal was a counterpart of the Illuminati consisting of Norman Osborn[image: External link], Doctor Doom, Hood, Loki, Emma Frost[image: External link] and Namor.

Namor later forms a second incarnation of the Cabal to combat incursions, which consists of himself, Thanos, Maximus the Mad, Terrax[image: External link], Black Swan[image: External link] and Black Order members Corvus Glaive[image: External link] and Proxima Midnight[image: External link].
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 Hood's Illuminati




As part of the All-New, All-Different Marvel event, Hood creates his version of the Illuminati to acquire power and become part of the "big leagues" of the supervillains. Besides Hood, the members consist of a rebuilt Black Ant (a Life Model Decoy of Eric O'Grady that was created by Father), Sylvie Lushton[image: External link] (the current Enchantress), Mad Thinker[image: External link], Thunderball, and Titania[image: External link].[44]

During the Avengers: Standoff! storyline, Hood and Titania raid Pleasant Hill to retrieve Absorbing Man when Baron Helmut Zemo and Fixer[image: External link] restore the memories of the inmates there. Absorbing Man sides with the Illuminati as they plan their revenge on S.H.I.E.L.D. with other recruited prisoners such as Whirlwind.[45]
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 Roster




Members as of New Avengers Vol. 3 #3
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 Original Team






	Character
	Real Name
	Joined In
	Notes



	Mister Fantastic
	Reed Richards
	New Avengers #7 (July 2005)
	Also leader of the Fantastic Four.



	Doctor Strange[image: External link]
	Stephen Strange
	Earth's Sorcerer Supreme.



	Namor
	Namor McKenzie
	King of Atlantis, removed in Avengers vol. 5 #40



	Black Bolt
	Blackagar Boltagon
	King of the Inhumans.



	Iron Man
	Anthony Stark
	Also a member of the Avengers.



	Professor X
	Charles Xavier
	Killed in Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link] #11.





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Recruits






	Character
	Real Name
	Joined In
	Notes



	Medusa
	Medusalith Amaquelin Boltagon
	Avengers vol. 4 #8
	Left in Avengers vol. 4 #12, Queen of the Inhumans and current member of the Future Foundation[image: External link].



	Captain America
	Steven Rogers
	Avengers vol. 4 #12
	Left in New Avengers vol. 3 #3. Current member of the Avengers Unity Squad and leader of the Avengers.



	Black Panther
	T'Challa
	New Avengers vol. 3 #1
	King of Wakanda, a major source of vibranium.



	Beast
	Doctor Henry "Hank" McCoy
	New Avengers vol. 3 #3 (February 2013)
	Inherited Professor X's position. Current member of the X-Men.



	Hulk
	Bruce Banner
	Avengers vol. 5 #28 (April 2014)
	Great scientist super-intelligent (as Bruce Banner). Angry monster super-intelligent (as Doc Green).



	Captain Britain[image: External link]
	Brian Braddock
	New Avengers vol. 3 #24 (September 2014)
	Member of the Captain Britain Corps, the Guardians of the Multiverse.



	Mastermind Excello[image: External link]
	Amadeus Cho
	One of the top 10 most intelligent people in the world.



	Yellowjacket
	Henry Jonathan "Hank" Pym
	Earth's Scientist Supreme. Master of Many Sizes.
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In this reality, Mister Fantastic killed the other Illuminati members to keep them from being too ambitious.[46]
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In this reality, the Illuminati consisted of Iron Man, Mister Fantastic, Namor, Black Bolt, Doctor Doom, and Magneto. The Superhuman Registration Act and the Initiative were successfully implemented because Doctor Doom and Magneto were members of the Illuminati.[46]
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This Illuminati included Mister Fantastic, Doctor Doom, the Black Panther, Yellowjacket, Captain Britain (Betsy Braddock)[image: External link], Captain Britain (Brian Braddock)[image: External link], Iron Man, and Emma Frost[image: External link]. They and their world were destroyed by Mapmakers during an incursion event.[47]
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This Illuminati included Mister Fantastic, Iron Man, Professor X, Shuri[image: External link], Black Panther, Black Bolt, Magneto, and Mar-Vell. They and their world were destroyed by Black Priests during an incursion.[48]
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In the Marvel Apes[image: External link] universe, the Illuminati are referred to as the Prime Eight. They consist of Black Bolt, Cleook, Doctor Doom, Nicole Furry, Hulk, Iron Mandrill, Professor Xapier, Silverback Surfer.[49]
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There was a What If[image: External link] that detailed alternate outcomes of the Age of Ultron[image: External link] storyline. In this reality, the Illuminati are discussing their plans on restoring a symbol of hope to the country after the death of Captain America. Discussing who would take up the mantle of Captain America they choose Frank Castle, because of his service to his country it is decided he would be the symbol of hope the country needs. He was given a modified version of the Super-Soldier serum by Mister Fantastic which he called a better version as Frank Castle became the new Captain America. Decades later; however, Iron Man's plan to mass-produce serum-powered "Captain Americas for each state for the Captain Americorps initiative, is too much for the new Captain America, disillusioned Castle decides to retire.[50]
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 Television





	The Illuminati is referenced in The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link] episode "Tales of Suspense". War Machine tells Iron Man that he had to cover for him when handling the Illuminati.
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 Film





	The Illuminati appear in Planet Hulk[image: External link]. They are featured as a recorded message telling Hulk that he is too dangerous to be on Earth[image: External link] and apologized for what they had to do. However, they programmed the ship to land on a vegetation planet, but Hulk landed on Sakaar.

	
Kevin Feige[image: External link] spoke about seeing the Illuminati in a Marvel Cinematic Universe film.[51]
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Invaders (comics)






This article is about the Marvel comic book[image: External link] series. For the 1967 comic book series by Gold Key Comics[image: External link] based upon the TV series of the same name, see The Invaders[image: External link]. For the DC Comics aliens, see Invaders (DC Comics)[image: External link].

The Invaders is the name of two fictional superhero teams appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics.
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 Publication history




The original team was created by writer Roy Thomas and artist Sal Buscema in The Avengers[image: External link] #71 (December 1969).

A present-day incarnation was introduced by writer Chuck Austen[image: External link] and artist Scott Kolins[image: External link] in The Avengers vol. 3, #82 (July 2004).
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 Fictional team history




The prototype for the Invaders, the All-Winners Squad, created by publisher Martin Goodman and scripter Bill Finger[image: External link], was an actual historic Golden Age comic book feature with only two appearances—in All Winners Comics #19 (Fall 1946) and #21 (Winter 1947; there was no issue #20). This team had much of the same membership as the Invaders, but had its adventures in the post–World War II era, the time that their adventures were published. This group was also notable for being the first in which its members did not entirely get along, prefiguring the internal conflicts of the Fantastic Four in the 1960s.
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 World War II




The Invaders team first appeared in flashback stories set during World War II, and comprised existing characters from Timely Comics, the 1940s predecessor of Marvel. Originally, Captain America (Steve Rogers), his sidekick Bucky (James Barnes), the original android Human Torch ("Jim Hammond"), the Torch's sidekick Toro[image: External link] (Thomas Raymond) and Namor the Sub-Mariner were together as heroes opposing the forces of Nazism. When these superheroes saved the life of British Prime Minister[image: External link] Winston Churchill[image: External link] from Master Man, the thankful Churchill suggested that they should become a team, known as the Invaders.

The Invaders fought the Axis powers over the world until eventually finding themselves in England[image: External link], where they met Lord James Montgomery Falsworth, the original Union Jack[image: External link]. He joined the team and provided them with a base of operations in England.[1] Eventually, Falsworth's children Brian (Union Jack[image: External link]) and Jacqueline (Spitfire) became members.[2] The team later added Miss America (Madeline Joyce) and super-speedster the Whizzer (Bob Frank), during a battle with the Super-Axis.[3] Later, against the threat of the Battle-Axis, the team was assisted by the Blazing Skull and the Silver Scorpion.

The team continued to fight against several threats, (including a Nazi occupation of Atlantis[image: External link] and the emergence of HYDRA backed by a time-traveling Baron Strucker) and faced an emotional trauma with the apparent deaths of Captain America and Bucky in a drone aircraft[image: External link]'s explosion near the end of World War II, as first described in The Avengers #4 (March 1964). After the war's end, several members—including the second Bucky[image: External link] and Captain America (respectively, Fred Davis and William Naslund, formerly the superhero Spirit of '76)—created a new team, the All-Winners Squad. When that team dissolved, Marvel retconned several members, having them join Citizen V[image: External link]'s V-Battalion[image: External link].

After the Invaders' introduction in the pages of The Avengers, the team appeared in its own try-out title, Giant-Size Invaders #1 in 1975, followed by the ongoing series The Invaders later that year, and a single annual in 1977. Issues #5–6 of the series introduced another retcon World War II team, the Liberty Legion, in two parts of a story arc, "The Red Skull Strikes", interlaced with another two parts in Marvel Premiere[image: External link] #29–30.
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In 2004, a new Invaders team was created in the four-issue story arc "Once an Invader...", beginning with The Avengers vol. 3, #82, written by Chuck Austen[image: External link].[4] The revived team was spun off[image: External link] into its own title, The New Invaders, running 10 issues (August 2004–June 2005) beginning with issue #0. It was written by Allan Jacobsen[5] with artwork by C. P. Smith.[6]

The new team consists of Blazing Skull (Mark Todd), a mysterious flame-generating girl named Tara, former Liberty Legion member Thin Man (Dr. Bruce Dickson), U.S. Agent (John Walker, the fifth Captain America), and Union Jack. Later the ageless android Human Torch joins the team, feeling an affinity for Tara, who had been revealed as an android herself. The Invaders were also assisted by former Golden Age hero The Fin[image: External link] and his Atlantean wife Nia, although they did not officially join the team.

They were formed by the putative U.S. Secretary of Defense[image: External link] Dell Rusk—in actuality the Red Skull—who coerced the Thin Man into gathering this new team, which the Skull intends to use for his own goals. The new Invaders eventually learn of the plan, however, and thwart it. This apparent "death" of the android Human Torch results from the betrayal of the Skull-planted Tara. The majority of the members quit the team after this.
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 Avengers/Invaders




The 2007 twelve-issue crossover series Avengers/Invaders saw the original WWII team of Bucky, Captain America, the Human Torch, Namor, and Toro (leaving Spitfire and a wounded Union Jack[image: External link] in the past) brought to the present-day Marvel Universe by the Cosmic Cube, which had fallen into the hands of the villain D'Spayre[image: External link]. His use of it to draw on the grief generated by Captain America's death had unintentionally caused it to grant the wish of those who wished for his return. Upon arriving in the present-day, the Invaders battle the Thunderbolts and The Mighty Avengers, believing them to be Nazi agents. Eventually, the Invaders come to trust the Avengers teams (both Mighty and New versions) and agree to go back to where they belong. The teams collect the Cosmic Cube and an American soldier who traveled into the future with the Invaders. However, the soldier took it upon himself to steal the Cosmic Cube and save his dead friends in the past. This triggers a new timestream to emerge. Most of the Avengers are wiped from time. Doctor Strange[image: External link] manages to send the Invaders and the surviving members of the Avengers into the past before being wiped from time himself.[7]

In the past, the soldier raises his dead friends and heals a dying Union Jack. The soldier then attempts to destroy the Nazis with the Cosmic Cube, but loses it when he is attacked by the Red Skull's henchman. The Red Skull later comes into possession of the Cosmic Cube and transforms the world in his own image. Elsewhere, the Invaders and the Avengers arrive in the past, but find that it has dramatically changed. The Avengers take up identities of Golden Age characters so they can fit into the past without giving the Red Skull too much information about the future: Luke Cage as Black Avenger, Iron Man as Electro[image: External link], Ms. Marvel[image: External link] as Black Widow, Spider-Man as Challenger[image: External link], Spider-Woman as Silver Scorpion, and Wolverine as Captain Terror. Wasp uses her powers to stay hidden from sight. They put an end to the Red Skull's reign of terror and restore the timeline to normal.[8]

At the end of the series, Toro is revived in the modern era thanks to Bucky's temporary acquisition of the Cube.[9] His story continues in the eight-issue limited series The Torch, which deals with the resurrection of the original Human Torch. In the series, the two Golden Age heroes battle the Mad Thinker[image: External link] and the Inhuman Torch.[10]
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 Invaders Now!




In September 2010, Marvel launched Invaders Now!, a miniseries starring Captain America (Barnes), the original Human Torch, Namor the Sub-Mariner, Captain Steve Rogers, Spitfire, and Toro. The Invaders are all reunited by the original Vision and Union Jack to face a resurfaced threat from World War II. This threat manifests as a disease that mutates those infected, causing horrible deformation, granting superhuman strength, and driving the victim insane with pain and rage. Those infected are driven to attack and thereby infect others. In World War II this pathogen was created by Arnim Zola, as his last project before suffering the wounds which necessitated his consciousness being transferred into a robotic form. To contain the plague the Invaders had to kill the entire population of a village in the Netherlands, including some who had been infected but had not yet transformed. Now, the infection has returned in the modern era.[11]
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 All-New Invaders[image: External link]




In 2014, Marvel launched a new series written by James Robinson[image: External link] and starring Captain America who is eventually replaced by Sam Wilson, Winter Soldier, the original Human Torch, and Namor the Sub-Mariner.[12] A Japanese heroine named Radiance (the granddaughter of Golden Girl[image: External link]) will join the team during the book's second arc.[13]
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 Collected editions




The stories have been collected into trade paperbacks[image: External link]:


	
Invaders Classic: The Complete Collection:

	
Volume 1 (The Invaders #1–22, Giant-Size Invaders #1, Annual #1, Avengers #71, and Marvel Premiere #29–30, 512 pages, July 2014, ISBN 0785190570[image: External link])

	
Volume 2 (The Invaders #23–41, The Invaders vol. 2 (1993) #1–4, Giant-Size Invaders #2, and What If #4, 504 pages, December 2014, ISBN 0785190589[image: External link])





	
Invaders Classic:

	
Volume 1 (The Invaders #1–9, Giant-Size Invaders #1, and Marvel Premiere #29–30, 248 pages, July 2007, ISBN 0-7851-2706-2[image: External link])

	
Volume 2 (The Invaders #10–21 and Annual #1, 240 pages, July 2008, ISBN 0-7851-3120-5[image: External link])

	
Volume 3 (The Invaders #22–23 and #25–34, 224 pages, February 2009, ISBN 0-7851-3720-3[image: External link])

	Note: The omitted issue #24 was a reprint of the Namor/Human Torch team-up from Marvel Mystery #17, 1941





	
Volume 4 (The Invaders #35–41 and The Invaders vol. 2 (1993) #1–4, 248 pages, July 2010, ISBN 0-7851-4551-6[image: External link])





	
Avengers, Vol. 5: Once an Invader (Avengers vol. 3 #82–84, New Invaders #0, 152 pages, November 2004, ISBN 0-7851-1481-5[image: External link])

	
New Invaders: To End All Wars (New Invaders #1–9, 216 pages, July 2005, ISBN 0-7851-1449-1[image: External link])

	
Avengers/Invaders (Avengers/Invaders #1–12, 324 pages, August 2010, ISBN 0-7851-2943-X[image: External link])

	
Invaders: The Eve of Destruction (Marvel Universe #1–7, 192 pages, August 2010, ISBN 0-7851-4552-4[image: External link])

	
Invaders Now (Invaders Now #1–5, 136 pages, March 2011, ISBN 1-84653-479-8[image: External link])





	Title
	Material collected
	Year
	ISBN



	All-New Invaders Vol. 1: Gods and Soldiers
	All-New Invaders #1-5, Material from All-New Marvel Now Point One #1
	August 2014
	978-0785189145[image: External link]



	All-New Invaders Vol. 2: Original Sin
	All-New Invaders' #6-10
	December 2014
	978-0785189152[image: External link]



	All-New Invaders Volume 3: The Martians are Coming
	All-New Invaders' #11-15
	June 2015
	978-0785192473[image: External link]
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	An ensemble of Invaders team members appeared on television in a Spider-Man: The Animated Series[image: External link] story arc named "Six Forgotten Warriors[image: External link]". It shows Black Marvel[image: External link], Captain America, Destroyer[image: External link], Miss America, the Thunderer[image: External link], and Whizzer[image: External link].

	The Invaders appear in The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link] episode "World War Witch".[14] The team consists of Bucky, Captain America, the android Human Torch and Toro[image: External link]. They help the Scarlet Witch, after she was accidentally sent back in time by Thanos, stop the Red Skull's plot to launch a missile at the Allied forces.

	The Invaders appear in a series a flashbacks on Ultimate Spider-Man[image: External link] episode "S.H.I.E.L.D. Academy". They consist of Captain America, Bucky, Miss America, the android Human Torch and The Whizzer.
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 Film





	In Captain America: The First Avenger, the Invaders are combined in concept with the Howling Commandos[image: External link] as a strike force under Captain America's field command. Specifically, it is depicted as a hand selected Special Forces infantry unit with only Captain America in costume. Bucky Barnes is seen in a stylized blue jacket reminiscent of the character's original outfit.[15] In addition, the unit includes James Montgomery Falsworth[image: External link] as its British member, albeit without his costume or moniker.[16]
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 Video games





	The Invaders made their video game debut in the video game Captain America: Super Soldier. They infiltrate a castle belonging to Baron Zemo[image: External link] that has fallen into the hands of HYDRA forces. When they are captured, Captain America comes to rescue them.

	The Invaders is one of the many available Team-Up Bonuses in Playdom[image: External link]'s Facebook[image: External link] game, Marvel: Avengers Alliance. It is obtained by using both Captain America and Union Jack.
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	All-Winners Squad

	Crusaders (Marvel Comics)

	Golden Age of Comic Books

	Kid Commandos

	Liberty Legion

	Timely Comics
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Landau, Luckman, and Lake






Landau, Luckman, and Lake or LLL is a fictional holding company[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics, particularly in the pages of the Wolverine[image: External link], Uncanny X-Men[image: External link] and Deadpool[image: External link] comic books. Created by writer Chris Claremont, the company was first mentioned in Wolverine #5 (March 1989).[1]

Claremont based the name of the organization on the original owners of the Forbidden Planet[image: External link] comic store: Nick Landau[image: External link], Mike Luckman and Mike Lake.[2]
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Although Landau, Luckman, and Lake is an intergalactic holding company which oversees and manages a number of subsidiary[image: External link] companies such as a law firm[image: External link] of the same name, it is in reality a front organization[image: External link] for a private espionage contractor which, in turn, is controlled by a cabal[image: External link] conspiring to "immanentize the eschaton[image: External link]". Some of these companies provide cover, plausible occupations and means of income, for its covert agents[image: External link]. LLL is made up of a diverse mixture of personnel, drawn from intelligence[image: External link] or fringe scientific[image: External link] backgrounds. It possesses a precognitive department and interdimensional teleportation[image: External link] technology which makes its foresight and reach beyond imagination.[3]

As a vast, shadow government[image: External link]-like organization with storehouses of dreadful secrets, staff being unknowingly used to further an agenda, and an interest in controlling the path humanity will take into an ominous future, the extent of Landau, Luckman, and Lake's influence behind the scenes of the major events in the Marvel Universe has yet to be revealed.[3]
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 Current roster





	
Landau, Luckman, and Lake (first names all unknown). Senior partners at LLL.
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 Notable former employees





	
Captain America. Agent [4]


	
Chang - Agent. Killed in Wolverine #5.

	
Deadpool - Agent

	
Emmett - Office boy, only survivor of an attack by Chimera[image: External link].

	
Emmett - Agent. Helped Wolverine and Venom[image: External link] fight Chimera and Dirtnap[image: External link].

	
Gerry - Gerry Lequarre, senior partner, the "Fourth L" of LLL

	
Zoe Culloden - Agent, Expiditer and former Overboss

	
Overboss Dixon - Head of the Mithras Directive

	
Noah DuBois - Telepathic agent

	
Mikitan - Agent

	
Montgomery - Montgomery Burns, precognitive agent.

	
Wolverine - Agent

	
Rose Wu - Also known as Rose Carling. Scientist and engineer specializing in interdimensional teleportation[image: External link] technology. Minor shapeshifting abilities. Murdered by enemies of Wolverine. [5]
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^ Comic Book Urban Legends Revealed #148[image: External link], Comic Book Resources, March 27, 2008


	
^ a b Deadpool 3rd series #31, 1999


	
^ Deadpool #25, 1998


	
^ "Wolverine" Vol. 2 #98 (Feb 1996)







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 References






	
Landau, Luckman, and Lake[image: External link] at the Comic Book DB







Categories[image: External link]:

	Fictional companies[image: External link]

	Fictional organizations in Marvel Comics[image: External link]

	Characters created by Chris Claremont[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 24 January 2017, at 12:40.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Landau, Luckman, and Lake: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landau,_Luckman,_and_Lake [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Landau,_Luckman,_and_Lake [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Publication history

	2 Fictional team biography

	3 Team roster

	4 Collected editions

	5 In other media

	6 References

	7 External links





The New Avengers (comics)






The New Avengers[1] is a fictional team of superheroes appearing in comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. The title has been used for four American comic book series[image: External link]. The first two were written by Brian Michael Bendis and depicted a version of Marvel's premiere superhero team, the Avengers. The third was written by Jonathan Hickman and depicted a group of characters called the Illuminati (formerly introduced in New Avengers Vol. 1 #7 [July 2005]). The fourth is written by Al Ewing[image: External link] and depicts the former scientific terrorist group A.I.M., reformed as "Avengers Idea Mechanics", whose field team has appropriated the name "New Avengers" for itself.
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 Volume 1 (2005–2010)




The New Avengers is a spin-off[image: External link] of the long-running Marvel Comics series The Avengers. The first issue, written by Brian Michael Bendis and penciled by David Finch, was dated January 2005 but appeared in November 2004[image: External link]. Finch penciled the first six issues and issues #11-13. Succeeding pencilers with multiple-issue runs include Steve McNiven, Leinil Francis Yu[image: External link], Billy Tan[image: External link], and Stuart Immonen. The roster at first comprises Luke Cage, Captain America, Iron Man, Spider-Man and "Spider-Woman" (Veranke). Later stretches included the mutant X-Man Wolverine, the unstable and godlike Sentry, and the deaf ninja Echo, in the guise of Ronin[image: External link].

The team itself was not named the "New Avengers" within the series. A splinter group of Avengers that chose not to comply with federal superhuman registration, the team considers itself the authentic Avengers. A concurrent government-sanctioned team gathered in the sister series The Mighty Avengers. This series launched in early 2007 and was itself supplanted by a different government-sanctioned team in the series Dark Avengers, which was launched in late 2008. At this time the team welcomed Clint Barton (recently returned from the dead) as Ronin, as well as Doctor Strange[image: External link] and Iron Fist[image: External link].

By the end of the first volume, the New Avengers team consisted of Ronin, Captain America (Bucky Barnes), Ms. Marvel[image: External link], Mockingbird, Spider-Man, Spider-Woman (Drew), Wolverine, and team leader Luke Cage. Writer Brian Michael Bendis said in an interview that these characters are the authentic Avengers because Captain America said they were.[2] This statement is repeated when the team, believing Captain America (Rogers) is alive, attempts to rescue him. Spider-Man claims that if they get Captain America back, they can call themselves Avengers again. Luke Cage contends that they are Avengers already.[3] The series ended with The New Avengers #64 (April 2010), at the conclusion of the "Siege" storyline. A one-shot titled The New Avengers: Finale was also released.[4]
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 Volume 2 (2010–2012)




In March 2010, Marvel announced the series would be relaunched in June as part of the company's rebranding initiative, "Heroic Age" . In the first issue of the series, the new team consisted of Luke Cage, Victoria Hand, Iron Fist[image: External link], Jessica Jones[image: External link], Mockingbird, Ms. Marvel[image: External link], Spider-Man, The Thing, and Wolverine.[5][6] Wolverine and Spider-Man operated on the main Avengers team as well as the New Avengers,[6] and Doctor Strange[image: External link] accepted an offer to join the team after their first mission while searching for the new Sorcerer Supreme after the death of Doctor Voodoo[image: External link].[7] Daredevil joined the team in issue #16[8] after accepting an offer from Luke Cage and Jessica Jones.[9] Jessica left the team for personal reasons and was later joined by Luke Cage, thus ending that iteration of the team.
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 Volume 3 (2013–2015)




New Avengers was renumbered as a new volume in January 2013, written by Jonathan Hickman and originally drawn by Steve Epting. The new volume shifted its focus to the powerful group known as the Illuminati, which includes Black Bolt, Captain America, Doctor Strange[image: External link], Iron Man, Mister Fantastic, and Namor, who reassembled to confront the threat of incursions. Black Panther and Reed Richards discovered that universal decay centered on Earth was causing universes to collide with one another, with Earth at the focal point. In issue #3, Black Panther, who had previously opposed the existence of the Illuminati, joined the group, and the Beast was brought in to fill the spot vacated by the death of Professor X. In the same issue, Captain America leaves.[10][11] In issue #12, after having helped the Illuminati to defeat Thanos's army, Black Bolt's brother Maximus joined the team. Bruce Banner joined the team in Avengers Vol. 5 #28 after discovering the universal decay on his own.
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 Volume 4 (2015–present)




Volume 4 of New Avengers launched in October 2015 as a part of the All-New, All-Different Marvel relaunch, written by Al Ewing[image: External link] with art by Gerardo Sandoval. The comic features a different team from the past three volumes: it focuses on A.I.M. (Advanced Idea Mechanics), a former super-villain group which has been rebranded as the Avengers Idea Mechanics, and their field team which has taken the name of the New Avengers. Sunspot[image: External link] is the new head of A.I.M., with Songbird[image: External link] as the field leader;[12] other members include Wiccan[image: External link], Hulkling, Squirrel Girl[image: External link], Pod[image: External link], Power Man[image: External link], White Tiger[image: External link], and Hawkeye as an open informant for S.H.I.E.L.D.[13] Later, there is a schism in the team: Wiccan, Hulkling and Squirrel Girl are expelled from A.I.M. and informed by Sunspot that the three of them are now what remains of the New Avengers; during the same story, Cannonball[image: External link] was revealed to be working for A.I.M. as well. Hawkeye, who had been fired from S.H.I.E.L.D., later rejoins the trio of remaining New Avengers to form a lineup jokingly called "Wiccan's Kooky Quartet". During the events of Civil War II[image: External link], the New Avengers assist A.I.M. on one last mission, which Hawkeye sits out for reasons of plausible deniability.
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 Assembling the Avengers




Following a reign of destruction by an insane Scarlet Witch, the Avengers disband. Six months later, with the Fantastic Four and the X-Men unable to act, the supervillain[image: External link] Electro[image: External link] shuts down power at the Raft[image: External link], a "maximum-maximum security" prison for super-powered criminals, allowing for a mass breakout. "Jessica Drew (Spider-Woman)",[14] an agent for the international law-enforcement agency S.H.I.E.L.D., is at the Raft with attorney Matt Murdock (Daredevil) and "hero for hire" Luke Cage. They are joined by Captain America, Iron Man, and Spider-Man. They are also assisted by a mentally unbalanced Sentry, who is imprisoned at the Raft. The riot is quelled, although 42 inmates escape. Captain America declares fate has brought this group together, just as it had the original Avengers. Most of the heroes agree to join the team. Daredevil refuses the offer and Sentry is returned to his cell.

The team's first mission is to capture the remaining super-powered criminals who escaped during the riot. The unexpected emergence of an unrelated team of youthful heroes, the Young Avengers, is also a matter of concern. There is also a growing sense of unease with S.H.I.E.L.D. after the disappearance of its leader, Nick Fury. The New Avengers travel to the Savage Land[image: External link] to capture the reptilian mutant Sauron, encountering resistance from the Savage Land Mutates (led by Brainchild[image: External link]) and a rogue squadron of S.H.I.E.L.D. agents led by Yelena Belova. During this conflict, Canadian[image: External link] mutant[image: External link] Wolverine joins the team (while maintaining concurrent membership in the X-Men). The group also recruits the Sentry, a powerful hero who erased all memory of his career from the world after he was manipulated by the mutant Mastermind[image: External link] and The General.
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 House of M and The Collective




With Xavier unable to repair the fractured psyche of the Scarlet Witch, the New Avengers and Cyclops' team of X-Men[image: External link] consider the alternatives. Fearful that the heroes are preparing to kill his sister, former Avenger Quicksilver[image: External link] convinces her to use her reality-altering powers to transform the planet and its history. Instantaneously, Magneto[image: External link] rules the planet under the banner of the "House of M", with mutants in the majority and non-powered humans as an oppressed minority. Reality is eventually restored, but the Scarlet Witch removes the superhuman abilities from over 99% of the mutants on Earth. These lost powers manifest as the Collective, the assembled energy of the depowered mutants. This energy is controlled by the intelligence known as Xorn[image: External link] (who once posed as Magneto) and uses the energy-wielder Michael Pointer as a host. The Avengers manage to separate the two after the Collective/Xorn attempts to re-power Magneto.
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 Civil War




After the reckless actions of the New Warriors result in the deaths of over 600 civilians in Stamford, Connecticut[image: External link], Congress passes the Superhuman Registration Act[image: External link], which requires all superhumans to register with the federal government. Many superheroes comply with this law, but others oppose the law on the grounds that it violates civil liberties. This ideological split leads to a Civil War within the New Avengers and the superhuman community at large, with Iron Man leading those who comply with the law, and Captain America leading those who oppose it. By the time that open hostilities between the two factions come to a close, Spider-Man's closely guarded secret identity is exposed to the world, and Bill Foster[image: External link] (one of Henry Pym[image: External link]'s successors as Giant-Man) is killed. Shortly thereafter, Captain America is seemingly assassinated.
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 Avengers Underground




In the aftermath of the superhero civil war, the New Avengers become an unofficial group of unregistered heroes. The team moves to Doctor Strange[image: External link]'s Sanctum Sanctorum in Greenwich Village[image: External link], recruiting the resurrected Clint Barton (now using the name and costume of Ronin). They eventually relocate to an empty apartment building owned by Danny Rand's (Iron Fist[image: External link]) Rand Corporation, but leased in the name of Samuel Sterns (the Leader[image: External link], an adversary of the Hulk).[15][16][17]
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 Secret Invasion




Following this, the New Avengers play a major role in repelling the "Secret Invasion" of Earth by the Skrulls, a shapeshifting alien race which has sought to conquer the planet for years. In one confrontation, the team rescues several heroes who had been kidnapped and replaced by Skrull impostors at various unspecified times in the past. This includes the presumed-dead Mockingbird, wife of Clint Barton (Ronin), with whom she reunites. Additionally, it is revealed that Spider-Woman was replaced by the Skrull queen Veranke, prior to the prison break at The Raft[image: External link] that led to the formation of the New Avengers. Thus, Jessica Drew had never been a member of the team.
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 Dark Reign




Upon the Skrulls[image: External link]' defeat, S.H.I.E.L.D. is dismantled and replaced by H.A.M.M.E.R., a new intelligence agency. Norman Osborn (who has been Spider-Man's archenemy as the Green Goblin[image: External link]) is placed in control of H.A.M.M.E.R. and the Thunderbolts, while assembling a team of Avenger imposters composed of supervillains. Meanwhile, the revamped New Avengers roster consists of Captain America (Bucky Barnes), Luke Cage, Ronin, Mockingbird, Ms. Marvel[image: External link],[18] Spider-Man, the real Spider-Woman and Wolverine. Captain America offers these "new Avengers" his home as a base of operations. Iron Fist[image: External link] announces he must leave the group to attend to personal business, but will remain on call. The team elects Ronin as leader (with Ms. Marvel as second-in-command), and persuades Spider-Man to once again reveal his secret identity to his fellow members.[19]
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 Heroic Age




With the Registration Act[image: External link] having been revoked in the aftermath of the Siege of Asgard led by Osborn[image: External link] (who is incarcerated for his actions), Steve Rogers (the original Captain America, returned from his alleged death) reassembles the Avengers. Steve convinces a reluctant Luke Cage to be part of the new lineup after Tony Stark sells the reconstructed Avengers Mansion to Cage for a dollar, and Steve gives Cage carte blanche to maintain the New Avengers team, leading it as he sees fit. Given the freedom to recruit almost anyone he wants for the New Avengers team (except Iron Man or Thor), Cage selects Clint Barton (who has re-assumed the Hawkeye identity), Iron Fist[image: External link], Jewel (Cage's wife Jessica Jones[image: External link]), Ms. Marvel[image: External link], Mockingbird, Spider-Man, the Thing (who maintains concurrent membership in the Fantastic Four) and Wolverine. Rogers also sends him Victoria Hand on the grounds that she can provide the team with a unique insight from which Rogers feels they will benefit.[6] Although Hawkeye leaves the team when a crisis comes up with the main Avengers team (claiming that he only joined them to spend time with his wife),[20] the team later enlists a now-weakened Doctor Strange[image: External link] after he assists them in tackling a dimensional crisis. Squirrel Girl[image: External link] and Wong[image: External link] are hired as a super-powered babysitter for Cage's and Jewel's baby and mansion housekeeper respectively, although they do not serve directly on the main lineup of the New Avengers.[7] Spider-Man appears to want to leave the team prior to the Fear Itself event due to his distrust of Victoria Hand and his new responsibilities in the Future Foundation[image: External link],[21] but subsequent conversations with Wolverine and Luke Cage convince him to remain an active member. After Fear Itself, the team lineup shifts, initially with the addition of Daredevil to the team and later with Jessica Jones leaving the team out of fear for her baby Danielle's safety.[22]
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 Post AvX




Luke Cage leaves the team after the events of Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link] to ensure the security of his wife and baby.[23]

The remaining New Avengers band together with Doctor Strange[image: External link] when the Ghost of Daniel Drumm[image: External link] returns. He possesses each of the New Avengers and kills various evil sorcerers. Convinced that Daniel set his brother (Brother Voodoo[image: External link]) up to fail in his new role, Doctor Strange defeats him by using dark magic (recognizing that Drumm had only killed dark magic specialists while trying to frame Strange). As a result, Doctor Strange subsequently regains his position of Sorcerer Supreme.[24]
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 Marvel NOW!




Under the Marvel NOW! label, a third volume of New Avengers was launched, written by Jonathan Hickman. With Hickman in charge of the entire Avengers line, New Avengers carried a parallel storyline to the main Avengers series. Rather than featuring a traditional team of Avengers, the book focused on the Illuminati. Black Panther joins Black Bolt, Captain America, Doctor Strange[image: External link], Iron Man, Mister Fantastic, and Namor when faced with a universal threat.[10] Beast joins the team as a replacement for the deceased Professor X.

Black Panther discovers a second Earth hanging above Wakanda and witnesses the Black Swan[image: External link] destroy the alternate Earth.[25] Black Panther captures and imprisons the Black Swan and reforms the Illuminati. Using the Black Swan's information, Reed Richards discovers the threat of Incursions, a multiversal chain reaction causing universes to collide with one another, with Earth of every universe at the focal point, resulting in the destruction of both universes unless one Earth is destroyed, allowing the other to pass through. As the Illuminati considers darker and darker avenues to save the universe, Captain America's steadfast morals are put at odds with the other members of the Illuminati. Captain America is voted out of the group with a spell of forgetfullness cast by Dr. Strange.[26]

Faced with the possibility of having to destroy a world, the scientists of the Illuminati set about building a number of weapons, including a number of antimatter injection bombs similar to the one used by the Black Swan, a Dyson Sphere designed to weaponize the sun,[27] a Builder Worldkiller ship kept in Jupiter[image: External link]'s orbit,[28] and a rogue planet kept slightly out-of-phase with Earth.[29] The Illuminati survived a number of incursions using these and other methods; at one near Liberty Island[image: External link], Galactus ate the alternate Earth,[30] and they used an antimatter bomb to destroy a dead Earth over Latveria[image: External link].[31] During the Infinity event, alternate-universe Builders destroyed an Earth for the Illuminati.[32] The event ended with the defeat of Thanos's forces and the capture of Thanos and his generals Proxima Midnight[image: External link] and Corvus Glaive[image: External link], all three of whom were imprisoned in amber by Thanos's son Thane.[33] They joined the Black Swan[image: External link] and Terrax the Enlightened[image: External link] as Illuminati prisoners.

The members of the Illuminati became increasingly cut off from the outside community as a result of their actions. Namor's kingdom was destroyed by Proxima Midnight during Thanos's invasion,[34] and Black Panther was cast out of Wakanda for his alliance with Namor, with whom his sister Shuri[image: External link] was at war.[35] Black Bolt and his brother Maximus faked the Inhuman king's death following the destruction of the Terrigen Bomb[image: External link] to allow the Inhumans to rebuild separately from the Illuminati's machinations.[36] Doctor Strange[image: External link], feeling increasingly cut off from his scientist-dominated colleagues, decided to empower himself to perhaps be able to solve the incursions, and so used the Blood Bible to travel to the Sinner's Market, where he sold his soul in exchange for godlike power.[37] Upon discovering multiversal decay on his own after meeting an alternate version of himself, Bruce Banner confronted Tony Stark about what he'd been doing, and Stark brought him in as a member of the Illuminati.

Faced with a number of multiversal groups also trying to survive the incursion crisis - the faceless sorcerers the Black Priests, the adaptoid robots the Mapmakers, and the mysterious Ivory Kings - the Illuminati built a device to allow them to view other Earths' pasts so they could see how incursions there were handled.[38] They learned about Mapmakers and Black Priests, but also discovered that the Black Swan[image: External link] had teamed up with alternate Illuminati groups in the past, and had even killed alternate versions of Iron Man and Reed Richards when they were no longer useful. Just before the team could confront Black Swan about her deception, another incursion occurred, this time pitting the Illuminati against the Great Society, a team of heroes which, like the Illuminati, had thus far fought off incursions to save its world.[39]

Following an eight-month timeskip[image: External link] during the Time Runs Out storyline, a new group calling themselves the New Avengers emerge. This team consists of former members of the Avengers who broke away from the main team after Captain America partnered with S.H.I.E.L.D. to hunt down the Illuminati.[40]
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 All-New, All-Different Marvel




As part of the All-New, All-Different Marvel event, Sunspot[image: External link]'s branch of the Avengers become the latest incarnation of the New Avengers. Their first opponent ended up being the terrorist organization W.H.I.S.P.E.R. (short for World Headquarters for International Scientific/Philosophical Experimentation and Research) that was founded by Mister Fantastic's Earth-1610 counterpart Maker and consisting of the former members of A.I.M. that were chased off by Sunspot.[41] The New Avengers fought W.H.I.S.P.E.R. to destroy their Life-Minus experiment which involved capturing the souls of the dead in special crystals as part of a plan to create a new lifeform. The crystals were later destroyed by Songbird[image: External link]'s sonic scream.[42] The Life-Minus experiment also conjured up Moridun, a dark entity from the Fifth Cosmos (the Marvel Universe having recently been reborn in its eighth iteration in the events of Secret Wars).

The New Avengers encountered Moridun when he took over the body of M'Ryn the Magus — leader of the Knights of the Infinite, a magical order of Kree-Skrull hybrids who revealed Hulkling to be their prophesied future king. When Moridun attacked them and attempted to devour their souls, repeating the phrase "Life is horror", the New Avengers apparently defeated him — but Moridun planted a seed of his consciousness inside Billy Kaplan's mind and began to slowly infect him. Billy changed his codename from Wiccan to Demiurge, and began to act increasingly amoral. They were alerted to Moridun's survival when the Avengers of the year 20XX came back to the present day through A.I.M.'s new time machine, warning that Moridun would destroy Demiurge's soul completely and use his near-godlike power to almost completely destroy the world. Finding Billy already infected, the future Avengers tried to kill him; instead, with Hulkling's help, Billy was able to recognise Moridun's presence in his own mind and successfully defeat him on the mental plane, expelling Moridun from his body and mind.

The Maker engineered the prison break of Angela Del Toro, the former White Tiger, and presented her with the Tiger Amulet from the Ultimate Universe. She fought with Ava Ayala in Rome, causing the Tiger Gods from the two amulets to merge into one, leaving Del Toro with the powers of the White Tiger and Ava powerless.

In the Avengers: Standoff! crossover, A.I.M. received a distress call from Rick Jones when he is taken into S.H.I.E.L.D. custody. Hawkeye decided to break with S.H.I.E.L.D. for good and supported a rescue mission. Hulkling, Wiccan and Squirrel Girl, the only three dissenters, were expelled from A.I.M. and teleported to the desert – Sunspot also conferred the name of "New Avengers" on them. The remaining A.I.M. field team successfully rescued Rick from the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s battlecarrier. In response, the U.S. military launched an attack on Avengers Island with the American Kaiju (a Marine corporal transmogrified into a giant lizard monster) – as A.I.M. evacuated the island, they battled the monster with the mentally-controlled giant robot Avenger Five. Meanwhile, S.H.I.E.L.D. also launched a counterattack as led by John Garrett, forcing Songbird to reveal that she had been a deep-cover S.H.I.E.L.D. mole. The American Kaiju was defeated by forcing it back into human form. Rick Jones got cold feet about throwing in with A.I.M. and fled, and as a result S.H.I.E.L.D. successfully detained Hawkeye. The remainder of A.I.M. successfully evacuated to Avenger Two, a secondary base in the Savage Land[image: External link] run by Sunspot's old friend Cannonball.

Hawkeye was fired from S.H.I.E.L.D. for his betrayal. He, Wiccan, Hulkling and Squirrel Girl decided to re-form the New Avengers with Wiccan as the new team leader after fighting the Plunderer together. Meanwhile, Songbird openly became a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent, but was in fact still loyal to Sunspot.
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Main article: List of New Avengers members
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 Collected editions




The New Avengers has been collected in the several trade paperbacks[image: External link]. They were released as hardcover editions previously.
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 New Avengers Vol.1 (2005)






	Title
	Material collected
	ISBN
	Publication date



	Volume 1: Breakout
	The New Avengers #1-6
	0-7851-1479-3[image: External link]
	January 18, 2006



	Volume 2: The Sentry
	The New Avengers #7-10;

New Avengers: Most Wanted Files
	0-7851-1672-9[image: External link]
	July 26, 2006



	Volume 3: Secrets and Lies
	The New Avengers #11-15;

Lead story from Giant-Size Spider Woman #1
	0-7851-1706-7[image: External link]
	September 6, 2006



	Volume 4: The Collective
	The New Avengers #16-20
	0-7851-1987-6[image: External link]
	April 4, 2007



	Volume 5: Civil War
	The New Avengers #21-25
	0-7851-2446-2[image: External link]
	September 5, 2007



	Volume 6: Revolution
	The New Avengers #26-31
	0-7851-2468-3[image: External link]
	November 21, 2007



	Volume 7: The Trust
	The New Avengers #32-37, Annual #2
	0-7851-2503-5[image: External link]
	July 16, 2008



	Volume 8: Secret Invasion (Book 1)
	The New Avengers #38-42
	978-0-7851-2947-9[image: External link]
	February 25, 2009



	Volume 9: Secret Invasion (Book 2)
	The New Avengers #43-47
	978-0-7851-2948-6[image: External link]
	May 6, 2009



	Volume 10: Power
	The New Avengers #48-50;

Secret Invasion: Dark Reign
	978-0-7851-3559-3[image: External link]
	August 5, 2009



	Volume 11: Search for the Sorcerer Supreme
	The New Avengers #51-54
	978-0-7851-3689-7[image: External link]
	September 25, 2009



	Volume 12: Powerloss
	The New Avengers #55-60
	0-7851-4575-3[image: External link]
	March 24, 2010



	Volume 13: Siege
	The New Avengers #61-64, Annual #3;

The New Avengers Finale
	978-0785145783[image: External link]
	July 28, 2010




The New Avengers has also been collected in the following hardcovers[image: External link]:



	Vol #
	Material collected
	ISBN
	Publication date



	1
	The New Avengers #1-10;

New Avengers: Most Wanted Files;

New Avengers: Custom #676: Army & Air Force
	0-7851-2464-0[image: External link]
	December 5, 2007



	2
	The New Avengers #11-20, Annual #1;

Lead story from Giant-Size Spider-Woman #1
	0-7851-3085-3[image: External link]
	April 2, 2008



	3
	The New Avengers #21-31;

New Avengers: Illuminati;

Civil War: The Confession;

Civil War: The Initiative
	0-7851-3763-7[image: External link]
	February 18, 2009



	4
	The New Avengers #32-37, Annual #2;

Illuminati #1-5
	0-7851-4262-2[image: External link]
	May 5, 2010



	5
	The New Avengers #38-47
	0-7851-4579-6[image: External link]
	June 1, 2010



	6
	The New Avengers #48-54

Secret Invasion: Dark Reign

Avengers: Free Comic Book Day 2009 Special
	0-7851-5648-8[image: External link]
	May 16, 2011



	7
	The New Avengers #55-64;

Annual #3;

Dark Reign: The List- Avengers;

New Avengers Finale
	978-0-7851-5676-5[image: External link]
	September 21, 2011




'The New Avengers has also been collected in the following Marvel Omnibus[image: External link]:



	Volume
	Material collected
	ISBN
	Publication date
	Pages



	1
	"Avengers" Volume 1 #500-503

Avengers Finale

The New Avengers #1-31;

Avengers Annual 1

New Avengers: Most Wanted Files;

New Avengers: Custom #676: Army & Air Force

Giant -Size Spider -Woman 1

New Avengers: Illuminati (2006) 1

Civil War: The Confession 1

Civil War: The Initiative 1
	0785164898[image: External link]
	19 September 2012
	1208
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 New Avengers Vol. 2 (2010)






	Title
	Material collected
	ISBN
	Publication date



	New Avengers—Vol. 1
	New Avengers Vol. 2 #1-6
	978-0785148722[image: External link]
	January 26, 2011



	New Avengers—Vol. 2
	New Avengers Vol. 2 #7-13
	978-0785148746[image: External link]
	August 31, 2011



	Avengers: Fear Itself
	Avengers[image: External link] Vol. 4 #13-17

New Avengers Vol. 2 #14-16
	978-0785163480[image: External link]
	January 25, 2012



	New Avengers—Vol. 3
	New Avengers Vol. 2 #16.1, 17-23
	978-0785151791[image: External link]
	May 16, 2012



	New Avengers—Vol. 4
	New Avengers Vol. 2 #24-30
	978-0785161561[image: External link]
	November 28, 2012



	New Avengers—Vol. 5
	New Avengers Vol. 2 #31-34
	978-0785161585[image: External link]
	March 5, 2013
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 New Avengers Vol. 3 (2013)






	Title
	Material collected
	ISBN
	Publication date



	New Avengers Vol. 1: Everything Dies
	New Avengers Vol. 3 #1-6
	978-0785168362[image: External link]
	July 16, 2013



	New Avengers Vol. 2: Infinity
	New Avengers Vol. 3 #7-12
	978-0785168379[image: External link]
	January 14, 2014



	New Avengers Vol. 3: Other Worlds
	New Avengers Vol. 3 #13-17
	978-0785154846[image: External link]
	July 1, 2014



	New Avengers Vol. 4: Perfect World
	New Avengers Vol. 3 #18-23
	978-0785154853[image: External link]
	November 18, 2014



	Avengers: Time Runs Out, vol. 1
	Avengers vol. 5 #35-37; New Avengers vol. 3 #24-25
	978-0-7851-9341-8[image: External link]
	January 14, 2015



	Avengers: Time Runs Out, vol. 2
	Avengers vol. 5 #38-39; New Avengers vol. 3 #26-28
	9780785193722[image: External link]
	March 10, 2015



	Avengers: Time Runs Out, vol. 3
	Avengers vol. 5 #40-42; New Avengers vol. 3 #29-30
	9780785192220[image: External link]
	May 26, 2015



	Avengers: Time Runs Out, vol. 4
	Avengers vol. 5 #43-44; New Avengers vol. 3 #31-33
	9780785192244[image: External link]
	June 30, 2015
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 New Avengers Vol. 4 (2015)






	Title
	Material collected
	ISBN
	Publication date



	New Avengers: A.I.M. Vol. 1: Everything is New
	New Avengers vol. 4 #1-6, Avengers vol. 6 #0 excerpt
	978-0785196488[image: External link]
	May 10, 2016



	New Avengers: A.I.M. Vol. 2: Standoff
	New Avengers vol. 4 #7-11
	978-0-7851-9649-5
	August 16, 2016



	New Avengers: A.I.M. Vol. 3: Civil War II
	New Avengers vol. 4 #12-18
	978-1-302-90235-3
	December 28, 2016
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 In other media
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 Television





	The New Avengers are featured in The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes episode "The New Avengers". In the show's continuity, the New Avengers were assembled by Tony Stark as part of a fail-safe program in his computer systems to ensure the world would still have heroes in the event that the Avengers were ever killed. The team consisted of Power Man, Iron Fist[image: External link], Spider-Man, Thing, War Machine, and Wolverine. They were brought together by Iron Man's computers to oppose Kang the Conqueror's attempt at world conquest after he trapped the original Avengers in a temporal void. While the others were being a diversion to Kang, Spider-Man manages to deactivate Kang's time machine. Once the Avengers were freed from the temporal void, they helped the New Avengers to repel Kang, who is sent to an unknown time. The members of the team later appear in the series finale "Avengers Assemble", where they join the main Avengers team and many other allies to repel Galactus' attack. Spider-Man, War Machine and Iron Fist join Captain America and Quake in battling Terrax[image: External link], Wolverine, Thing, Human Torch, Wasp and Hawkeye take on Stardust[image: External link], and Luke Cage teams up with Thor, Black Widow[image: External link], Falcon, and Vision against Air-Walker[image: External link].

	The New Avengers will be the main protagonists of the fourth season of Avengers Assemble subtitled Avengers: Secret Wars. The group is led by Black Panther and consisting on the heroes who previously joined the Mighty Avengers in Season 3 as well as the Hope Van Dyne version of Wasp and the Jane Foster incarnation of Thor.
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 Video games





	In Marvel: Ultimate Alliance[image: External link], the New Avengers are considered a team bonus if the player has any combination of Luke Cage, Captain America, Iron Man, Spider-Man, Spider-Woman and Wolverine on a team.

	In Spider-Man: Web of Shadows[image: External link], Wolverine fights Spider-Man because of Spider-Man's black suit. To prove that he is still himself, Spider-Man is asked a series of questions by Wolverine including "who turned down the offer to join the New Avengers" (the answer being Daredevil).

	In Marvel: Ultimate Alliance 2[image: External link], the New Avengers are considered a team bonus if the player has any combination of Luke Cage, Iron Fist[image: External link], Iron Man, Ms. Marvel[image: External link], Spider-Man and Wolverine.
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 Prose Novel





	The Breakout storyline seen in New Avengers Issues #1 to #6 was adapted into a prose novel in January 2013 as part of the Marvel Prose Novel series and was written and adapted by comic writer Alisa Kwitney[image: External link]. It is significantly altered to feature Hawkeye and Black Widow as the main featured characters due to their appearance and relationship seen in the Avengers movie, replacing Sentry and Wolverine with them for the story. Barton is depicted as an agent of SHIELD as in the movies, whilst Natasha is shown as a rogue agent who ties are unclear. As One More Day[image: External link] had transpired in the comics with the removal of the Peter Parker-Mary Jane marriage the reasons for Spider-Man's initial involvement is also altered. Jessica Drew and Luke Cage are retained as significant characters and are introduced to a new audience as a result. Jessica's ties to HYDRA are also included. The characters refer to the breakup of the original Avengers but the reasons why are never explained.
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Redeemers (comics)






For other uses of Redeemers or Redeemer in comics, see Redeemer[image: External link].

The Redeemers were a team of supervillains[image: External link] in the Marvel Comics universe who, under government control, adopted the prior identities of several of the Thunderbolts in return for lighter sentences. They began to appear in Thunderbolts #46, appearing as a group in Thunderbolts #50, before most of them were killed in Thunderbolts #56.

History

A shared operation between S.H.I.E.L.D. and the Commission on Superhuman Activities and backed by the US Government, the Redeemer program gave superpowered criminals a chance to regain their freedom by participating in a government controlled super-team. Essentially a government controlled hybrid of the Thunderbolts.

The Redeemers were first used by a mind-controlled Henry Peter Gyrich[image: External link] to fight the Thunderbolts. They were composed of:


	
Citizen V[image: External link] - John Watkins III, the grandson of the original CV, possessed by Baron Helmut Zemo[image: External link].

	
Beetle[image: External link] - Leila Davis, the wife of the Ringer[image: External link], who wore an updated version of the Beetle[image: External link]-powered armor[image: External link].

	
Fixer[image: External link] - Paul Norbert Ebersol, his broken neck healed by his robotic counterpart Techno.

	
Scream - A mysterious sonic entity, actually Songbird[image: External link]'s former lover Angar the Screamer.

	
Smuggler[image: External link] - Conrad Josten, the younger brother of Atlas[image: External link]. His suit allowed him access to the Darkforce[image: External link] dimension.

	
Meteorite[image: External link] - Valerie Barnhardt, the illegitimate daughter of Cardinal[image: External link] and New Warriors pilot Sprocket[image: External link] who wore a suit which could fly and generate a "hard air" sheath.



After the Thunderbolts were disbanded and most members pardoned, Jolt[image: External link] and Charcoal[image: External link] were added to the Redeemer program. The team trained briefly with Captain America, who led them at the government's request while Citizen V was tied up on V-Battalion business.

When Graviton returned to Earth, looking to fight the Thunderbolts, he found the Redeemers at their Mt. Charteris headquarters instead, and proceeded to attack and massacre the team. Scream vanished in a vacuum. Charcoal was ripped apart and spread across the desert as dust. The gravitational forces keeping Jolt's bioelectric form together were removed, dispersing her body. Meteorite was left floating in the upper atmosphere, suffocating. The Beetle armor was crushed into a tiny box. Smuggler was hurled into the sun. While Citizen V and Fixer escaped the assault, the Redeemers were no more.[1]

Since the dissolution of the Redeemers, Jolt and the Smuggler have resurfaced. Scream survived the attack by Graviton but was dispersed again by Songbird a short time later.[2]

America Redeemers

The America Redeemers, or Redeemers, as the team is more commonly known, is a fictional organization in the Marvel Universe. The Redeemers existed in the Earth-712[image: External link] universe, the same place from which the Squadron Supreme originated. The team was founded by Nighthawk[image: External link] as a response to the Squadron’s Utopia Program. The team disbands after Nighthawk's death.

Members include Nighthawk[image: External link], Black Archer[image: External link], Foxfire[image: External link], Haywire[image: External link], Inertia[image: External link], Lamprey[image: External link], Mink[image: External link], Moonglow[image: External link], Pinball[image: External link], Redstone[image: External link], Remnant[image: External link], Shape[image: External link], and Thermite[image: External link].
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S.H.I.E.L.D.






For the television series, see Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. For other uses, see Shield (disambiguation)[image: External link].

S.H.I.E.L.D. is a fictional espionage, special law-enforcement[image: External link], and counter-terrorism[image: External link] agency appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. Created by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby in Strange Tales #135 (Aug. 1965), it often deals with paranormal[image: External link] and superhuman[image: External link] threats.

The acronym[image: External link] originally stood for Supreme Headquarters, International Espionage, Law-Enforcement Division. It was changed in 1991 to Strategic Hazard Intervention Espionage Logistics Directorate. Within the various films set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, as well as multiple animated and live-action television series, the acronym stands for Strategic Homeland Intervention, Enforcement and Logistics Division.[1]
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S.H.I.E.L.D.'s introduction in the Strange Tales feature "Nick Fury, Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D." occurred during a trend for action series about secret international intelligence agencies with catchy acronyms[image: External link], such as television's The Man from U.N.C.L.E.[image: External link], which Stan Lee stated in a 2014 interview, was the basis for him to create the organization.[2] Colonel Fury (initially the lead character of Marvel Comics' World War II series Sgt. Fury and his Howling Commandos) was reimagined as a slightly older character with an eyepatch[image: External link] (which he lacked in his wartime adventures) and appointed head of the organization. Some characters from the Sgt. Fury series reappeared as agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., most notably Timothy "Dum-Dum" Dugan, Fury's bowler hat[image: External link]–wearing aide-de-camp[image: External link].[2][3]

Its most persistent enemy is Hydra, a criminal organization founded (after some retcon) by Baron Wolfgang von Strucker.

S.H.I.E.L.D. was presented as an extant, full-blown entity in its first appearance, with Tony Stark in charge of the Special Weaponry section and Fury seeing "some of the most famous joes from every nation" (then "half the leaders of the free world" a page later) at a meeting of the Supreme International Council.[4] Much was revealed over the years to fill in its labyrinthine organizational history. Stan Lee wrote each story, abetted by artist Kirby's co-plotting or full plotting, through Strange Tales #152 (Jan. 1967), except for two issues, one scripted by Kirby himself (#148) and one by Dennis O'Neil[image: External link] (#149). Following an issue scripted by Roy Thomas (#153), and one co-written by Thomas and new series artist Jim Steranko, came the sole-writer debut of soon-to-become industry legend Steranko—who had begun on the feature as a penciller-inker of Kirby layouts in #151 (Dec. 1966), taken over the every-other-issue "Nick Fury" cover art with #153 two months later, and full writing with #155 (April 1967).

Steranko quickly established the feature as one of comics history's most groundbreaking, innovative and acclaimed. Ron Goulart[image: External link] wrote,


[E]ven the dullest of readers could sense that something new was happening. … Which each passing issue Steranko's efforts became more and more innovative. Entire pages would be devoted to photocollages[image: External link] of drawings [that] ignored panel boundaries and instead worked together on planes of depth. The first pages … became incredible production numbers similar in design to the San Francisco[image: External link] rock concert[image: External link] poster[image: External link] of the period.[5]



Larry Hama[image: External link] said Steranko "combined the figurative dynamism of Jack Kirby with modern design concepts. The graphic influences[image: External link] of Peter Max[image: External link], Op Art and Andy Warhol[image: External link] were embedded into the design of the pages — and the pages were designed as a whole, not just as a series of panels. All this, executed in a crisp, hard-edged style, seething with drama and anatomical tension".[6]

The series won 1967 and 1968 Alley Awards[image: External link], and was inducted in the latter year to the awards' Hall of Fame. Steranko himself was inducted into the Comic Book Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 2006. The 12-page feature ran through Strange Tales #168 (sharing that "split book" with the occult feature "Doctor Strange[image: External link]" each issue), after which it was spun off onto its own series of the same title, running 15 issues (June 1968–Nov. 1969), followed by three all-reprint issues beginning a year later (Nov. 1970–March 1971). Steranko wrote and drew issues #1–3 and #5, and drew the covers of #1–7.

New S.H.I.E.L.D. stories would not appear for nearly two decades after the first solo title. A six-issue miniseries, Nick Fury vs. S.H.I.E.L.D. (June–Nov. 1988) was followed by Nick Fury, Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. (vol. 2). This second series lasted 47 issues (Sept. 1989–May 1993); its pivotal story arc was "the Deltite Affair", in which many S.H.I.E.L.D. agents were replaced with Life Model Decoy androids in a takeover attempt.

A year after that series ended, the one-shot Fury (May 1994) retconned[image: External link] the events of those previous two series, recasting them as a series of staged events designed to distract Fury from the resurrection plans of Hydra head von Strucker. The following year, writer Howard Chaykin[image: External link] and penciler Corky Lehmkuhl produced the four-issue miniseries Fury of S.H.I.E.L.D. (April–July 1995). Various publications have additionally focused on Nick Fury's solo adventures, such as the graphic novels[image: External link] and one-shots Wolverine/Nick Fury: The Scorpio Connection (1989), Wolverine/Nick Fury: Scorpio Rising (Oct. 1994), Fury/Black Widow: Death Duty and Captain America and Nick Fury: Blood Truce (both Feb. 1995), and Captain America and Nick Fury: The Otherworld War (Oct. 2001).
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Main article: Nick Fury, Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. (comic book)


Nick Fury, Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. is a comic book[image: External link] series published by Marvel Comics, that first premiered in Strange Tales and later became several ongoing series.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Nick Fury vs. S.H.I.E.L.D.




Main article: Nick Fury vs. S.H.I.E.L.D.


Nick Fury vs. S.H.I.E.L.D. is a comic book[image: External link] miniseries published by Marvel Comics, that first premiered in 1988.
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Main article: Fury of S.H.I.E.L.D.


Fury of S.H.I.E.L.D. is a comic book[image: External link] miniseries published by Marvel Comics, that first premiered in 1995.
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 Kitty Pryde, Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.




Main article: Kitty Pryde, Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.


Kitty Pryde, Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. is a comic book[image: External link] series published by Marvel Comics, that first premiered in 1997.
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Main article: S.H.I.E.L.D. (comic book)


S.H.I.E.L.D. is a comic book[image: External link] title published by Marvel Comics. The first series premiering with a first issue cover dated June 2010. It details the secret history[image: External link] of the occult organization S.H.I.E.L.D. The series is written by Jonathan Hickman and drawn by Dustin Weaver.[7][8][9] The second series premiering with a first issue cover dated December 2014. Loosely based on the TV series Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link], it was written by Mark Waid. It was superseded by Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
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Main article: Howling Commandos of S.H.I.E.L.D.


Howling Commandos of S.H.I.E.L.D. is a comic book[image: External link] series published by Marvel Comics, premiering with a first issue cover dated in 2015.
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 S.H.I.E.L.D. 50th anniversary




To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the organization's creation, Marvel in 2015 released five one-shots each focusing on different aspects of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Agent Carter: S.H.I.E.L.D. 50th Anniversary, The Cavalry: S.H.I.E.L.D. 50th Anniversary, Fury: S.H.I.E.L.D. 50th Anniversary, Mockingbird: S.H.I.E.L.D. 50th Anniversary and Quake: S.H.I.E.L.D. 50th Anniversary.
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Main article: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (comic book)


Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. is a comic book[image: External link] series published by Marvel Comics, premiering with a first issue cover dated in 2016.
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Usually led by Nick Fury as executive director[image: External link] (although he reports to a twelve-member council, whose identities even he does not know), this organization often operates as much as a covert agency as a quasi-military one, initially depicted as affiliated with the United States government. Later, S.H.I.E.L.D. was depicted as under the jurisdiction of the United Nations[image: External link], with vast technological resources at its disposal, with U.N. General Assembly Resolutions[image: External link] and legislation passed in signatory nations aiding many of their operations.[10][11] However, S.H.I.E.L.D. has been inconsistently portrayed as under U.S., rather than U.N., control - for instance, in Astonishing X-Men[image: External link] #3, Nick Fury explains S.H.I.E.L.D.'s inaction during an incident of genocide by stating that it did not occur on American soil.[12]

S.H.I.E.L.D. started off as a top secret international organization (Fury was unaware of them when he was in the CIA) with a Supreme International Council made up of top officials and minds from across the world, including Tony Stark.[4] Its first director was Rick Stoner, former head of the CIA, but he was quickly assassinated by Hydra,[13] and the President of the United States recommended Nick Fury take the role.[14] Later on, the ultimate authority of S.H.I.E.L.D. is revealed to be a cabal of 12 mysterious men and women who give Fury his orders and operational structure, leaving Fury to manage the actual implementation of these orders and stratagems.[15]

One of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s unique technological innovations, the LMD (Life Model Decoy) — an extremely lifelike android[image: External link] used to replace people in imminent danger of being killed — was the basis for two major upheavals. First, the supervillain Scorpio stole the technology and used it to create the second team of villains called the Zodiac. Later, some LMDs known as the Deltites achieved sentience and infiltrated S.H.I.E.L.D. and Hydra both, replacing key members until Fury defeated them. This led to the disbanding of the original organization and its replacement by a new task force with the same acronym under the control of the U.N. ("Strategic Hazard Intervention, Espionage and Logistics Directorate") The new S.H.I.E.L.D. was meant to be more streamlined so Fury could personally oversee it,[16][17] but would soon become a large organization again.

In the wake of a disastrous unauthorized mission in Latveria[image: External link], Fury effectively resigned as executive director, with international warrants out for his arrest. His first successor was not one of his closer associates but a relatively unknown newcomer to the S.H.I.E.L.D. hierarchy, Maria Hill. A transcript of a conversation between Hill and the President of the United States[18] revealed she was chosen for the post by United Nations[image: External link] consensus to keep Fury loyalists out of the job and to keep relations with the superhero community to a minimum.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] The President also expected Hill — an American — to be loyal first to the U.S., despite S.H.I.E.L.D. being a U.N.-chartered organization.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

The passage of the United States' Superhuman Registration Act and the subsequent superhero "Civil War" created an additional political and ethical irritant between S.H.I.E.L.D. and the superhuman community, with S.H.I.E.L.D. tasked to lead enforcement and to take on registered superheroes as operatives.[19]

Toward the end of the conflict, Hill concluded she had been made director with the intent that she fail at the job, and she proposes to Tony Stark that he assume the post himself, with her as deputy.[citation needed[image: External link]] Stark accepts the appointment as director upon the conclusion of the superhuman Civil War, and undertakes a series of initiatives, including the construction of a new gold-and-red Helicarrier in the motif of his Iron Man armor designs, the introduction of a daycare center in the Helicarrier, and an employee suggestion-box. While accused of treating S.H.I.E.L.D. as a Stark Industries subsidiary, he succeeded in streamlining the organization and raising morale.[20] S.H.I.E.L.D. fought a wave of global superhuman terrorism and was manipulated into two international incidents that almost saw Director Stark arrested, until they revealed the Mandarin to be behind it and stopped him from committing genocide with an Extremis pathogen.

At the start of the Secret Invasion by the extraterrestrial shape-shifting race the Skrulls[image: External link], the Helicarrier is disabled by a Skrull virus and left floating and disabled in the Bermuda Triangle[image: External link].[21] The Skrulls by this point have already replaced a large number of S.H.I.E.L.D. agents, including the high-ranking Timothy "Dum-Dum" Dugan.[22] After the invasion is repelled, the President of the United States decides to dissolve S.H.I.E.L.D.,[23] and has it, the Fifty State Initiative[image: External link], and the Avengers replaced by the Thunderbolts Initiative, which is placed under the supervision of Norman Osborn[image: External link].[24]

Osborn uses the opportunity to transform S.H.I.E.L.D. into a new organization called "H.A.M.M.E.R.", formed by loyal agents of the Thunderbolts Initiative as well as former agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. and Hydra.[25] The Thunderbolts are officially disbanded in the process as well and turned into a black-ops force that answers only to Osborn. Meanwhile, H.A.M.M.E.R. also operates alongside the newest, and only government-sponsored Avengers team, the Dark Avengers.[26]

After the Invasion, Fury discovers that S.H.I.E.L.D. itself had been under the control of the terrorist organization Hydra ostensibly from its very beginning.[23]

After the conclusion of the Secret Warriors ongoing series, S.H.I.E.L.D. was reformed with Fury leaving it under the control of its new director, Daisy Johnson.[27] The new S.H.I.E.L.D. subsequently saved US Army Ranger Marcus Johnson[image: External link] from mercenaries hired by the Leviathan. When he discovered he was the son of Nick Fury, Marcus (whose birth name was Nick Fury, Jr.) and his army friend Phil Coulson joined S.H.I.E.L.D.[28] Maria Hill and the rest of S.H.I.E.L.D. later formed their incarnation of the Secret Avengers.[29]

During the Avengers: Standoff! storyline, S.H.I.E.L.D. establishes a gated community[image: External link] called Pleasant Hills to serve as a super villain prison. Using technology derived from the Cosmic Cube called Kobik, S.H.I.E.L.D. converts the inmates into the mild-mannered residents of Pleasant Hills.[30]
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Over the decades, various writers have depicted S.H.I.E.L.D.'s organizational structure in several different ways. The Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe[image: External link] (first edition) describes an eight-level ranking structure (technician, administrator, field agent, regional officer, special officer, regional director, special director, executive director), although providing almost no detail on other aspects of the Directorate's internal makeup. Years later, the miniseries Agents of Atlas mentioned a position of "sub director", and seemed to indicate that the administrative department of S.H.I.E.L.D. it itself referred to simply as "Directorate".

Most of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s agents are normal humans. At one point the organization attempted to set up a team of superhuman agents, composed of Marvel Man (the future Quasar[image: External link]), Texas Twister[image: External link], Blue Streak[image: External link] and the Vamp[image: External link] but the latter two were secretly agents of the criminal organization The Corporation[image: External link], and the team broke apart before it had its first official mission. A second team organized years later also lasted only a short while.

S.H.I.E.L.D. does employ some superhumans, including in its Psi-Division, composed of telepathic[image: External link] agents who deal with like menaces. S.H.I.E.L.D. also obtains help from independent heroes when their special abilities are needed. It has also accepted some superheroes and supervillains[image: External link] as members, but not in a separate unit. (See "Membership")

Its headquarters is the Helicarrier, a massive flying aircraft carrier[image: External link] kept airborne at all times and, among other things, containing a squadron of jet fighters[image: External link] and housing an intercontinental ballistic missile ( ICBM[image: External link]). In addition, S.H.I.E.L.D. maintains strong ties to the superhero community, especially Captain America, the Avengers, and the Fantastic Four, and often calls upon that community for aid on particular missions.

In the 2000s, depictions of S.H.I.E.L.D. imply a hierarchy of security clearance levels used either in place of, or alongside, the previously described rank structure. The security-clearance hierarchy operates on a scale ranging from "Level One", the lowest, to "Level Ten", described by Maria Hill, executive director at the time, as the highest security clearance anyone of any government can have. Hill's own clearance, cited in the New Avengers ongoing series, was Level Eight.
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Main article: List of S.H.I.E.L.D. members


Throughout its existence, S.H.I.E.L.D. has been most prominently led by Nick Fury, with Maria Hill succeeding him in mid-2000s stories. She voluntarily stepped down in a 2007 story, becoming deputy director to Tony Stark. Other historically prominent members, who have appeared from the earliest stories to the modern day, include Thaddeus "Dum Dum" Dugan and Gabriel "Gabe" Jones, both veterans of Fury's World War II Howling Commandos, though their youthful longevity has not, unlike Fury's, been explained in Marvel continuity; Contessa Valentina Allegra de la Fontaine;[31] Clay Quartermain (Agent 9); Jacob Strzeszewski (Agent 10); Jasper Sitwell (Agent 12); and Sharon Carter (Agent 13), all introduced in the 1960s; and Jimmy Woo, introduced in the 1950s comic Yellow Claw and reintroduced in the ' 60s.

Prior to the events of the Civil War[image: External link], Captain America estimated there to be 3,000 agents on active duty.[32]
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 Bases of operation




Although the various Helicarriers built over the years have long been considered S.H.I.E.L.D.'s primary mobile home base, the Directorate also maintains a number of land bases throughout the world, most notably "S.H.I.E.L.D. Central" in New York City[image: External link]. While some of these bases are publicly accessible on a limited basis, most are not publicly disclosed for reasons of planetary security. There are several fully equipped S.H.I.E.L.D. fall-out shelters scattered around the world, with twenty-eight of these being known only to Nick Fury. During the events of Civil War, Nick Fury was hiding in an American-based shelter. He also divulged the location of one to Captain America, so the Resistance to the Superhuman Registration Act could use it as a safe house.
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The following organizations are related to S.H.I.E.L.D.:
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 A.R.M.O.R.




A.R.M.O.R. (Altered-Reality Monitoring and Operational Response) is a sister agency to S.H.I.E.L.D. that monitors alternate reality incursions into Earth-616[image: External link]. It was introduced in the Marvel Zombies 3[image: External link] limited series, written by Fred Van Lente[image: External link]. Van Lente stated that A.R.M.O.R. "has existed with them this whole time, but it's been so incredibly secret that no one at Marvel knew about it".[33] In the comics it is stated that A.R.M.O.R. is so secret that it 'makes S.W.O.R.D. look like S.H.I.E.L.D., and S.H.I.E.L.D. look like the Post Office'.[34] During Dark Reign, A.R.M.O.R. operates under the oversight of H.A.M.M.E.R. but Osborn wanted to fully absorb A.R.M.O.R. into H.A.M.M.E.R. They were able to keep out of Osborn's clutches when their newest agent, Lyra[image: External link] downloaded incriminating evidence against him.[35]
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 H.A.M.M.E.R.




Main article: H.A.M.M.E.R.


H.A.M.M.E.R. replaces S.H.I.E.L.D. after it is dissolved when Norman Osborn is appointed the new head following the conclusion of the Skrull attack.[26] It was not established what H.A.M.M.E.R. stands for; in Dark Avengers #1, Osborn told Victoria Hand, the new Deputy Director, that it does stand for something, and when she asked what it stands for, he told her, "Get to work on it for me. That is one of the many things on your 'To Do' list".[26] Former S.H.I.E.L.D. agents and members of Hydra are hired as agents. H.A.M.M.E.R. promotes Osborn's personal team of Avengers, a group composed mostly of former Thunderbolts members and former members of the Mighty Avengers. Osborn also eliminates all of Tony Stark's influence on S.H.I.E.L.D., including the Cape-Killer Armor and the Red and Gold Helicarrier. He also replaces all agents loyal to Nick Fury, Captain America, or Iron Man with agents loyal to himself. Also, in the Captain America: Reborn Prelude, when Sin, who is captured by H.A.M.M.E.R, asks what it stands for, the agent present says that it's classified and she does not have security clearance.[36]
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 S.P.E.A.R.




In the pages of Avengers World[image: External link], S.P.E.A.R. is a Chinese intelligence-gathering organization created for home land security and has a flying headquarters called the Circle. It was created by the Chinese government to be on the same level as S.H.I.E.L.D. following Thanos' invasion of Earth. Falcon first encountered S.P.E.A.R. and their director Xian Zheng at the time when Gorgon planned to launch an attack on China using the giant dragon whose head is where Madripoor grows out of. When the Hand attacked the Circle, they deployed their own superhuman response team called the Ascendants which consists of Devastator III, Monkey King, Sabre III, Vector II, and Weather Witch).[37]
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Main article: S.T.R.I.K.E.


S.T.R.I.K.E. (Special Tactical Response for International Key Emergencies) was a British agency, unrelated to but run along similar lines to S.H.I.E.L.D. Disbanded after being infiltrated and taken over by a criminal organization, one of its members was the future X-Man Psylocke[image: External link]. It was introduced in Marvel UK[image: External link]'s Captain Britain[image: External link] #17 (Feb. 2, 1977).
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 EuroM.I.N.D. and S.H.A.P.E.




EuroM.I.N.D. (European Monitoring Investigation and Enforcement Division) is a European[image: External link] subdivision of S.H.I.E.L.D. that later fell under the control of the S.H.A.P.E. (Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers E urope)[image: External link] council. EuroM.I.N.D.'s director is François Borillon.[38] Its agents include the science reconnaissance group Eurolab and the combat specialist Task Force group, who both then merged into one group known as Euroforce.
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Main article: S.T.A.K.E.


S.T.A.K.E. is a S.H.I.E.L.D. subsidiary that specializes in dealing with supernatural occurrences.[39]
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Main article: S.W.O.R.D. (comics)


S.W.O.R.D. (Sentient World Observation and Response Department), works with S.H.I.E.L.D. but specializes in extraterrestrial[image: External link] threats. It is first introduced in Astonishing X-Men (vol. 3) #6 (Dec. 2004), written by Joss Whedon[image: External link]. Dialogue in the stories depicting both organizations has been ambiguous on whether S.W.O.R.D. is a branch of S.H.I.E.L.D. or a sister agency.

Agent Abigail Brand[image: External link], the S.W.O.R.D. agent the X-Men encountered, has green hair, a trait typical of agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s archenemy, Hydra. This unusual characteristic did not go unremarked; Wolverine referred to her as "Hydra-Hair" in Astonishing X-Men (vol. 3) #6.

A similar group as S.W.O.R.D., likewise affiliated with the U.N., is Starcore, which has worked with S.H.I.E.L.D. on several projects of joint interest, including establishing and maintaining a crewed facility on Earth's Moon[image: External link].
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 W.A.N.D.




W.A.N.D. stands for Wizardry, Alchemy and Necromancy Department, and is a division of S.H.I.E.L.D that specializes in matters relating to magic. It is directed by Pandora Peters. First appearing in Thunderbolts Annual Vol.2 (2014), in which the Thunderbolts are recruited to assassinate Doctor Strange[image: External link], who is eventually revealed as a faerie impostor called King Oberoth M'gozz.[40]
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 Other versions
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Main article: Amalgam Comics[image: External link]


S.H.I.E.L.D. (Strategic Hazard Intervention Espionage Logistics Directorate) is the Amalgam Comics[image: External link] equivalent of S.H.I.E.L.D. from Marvel Comics. They first appeared in Bruce Wayne Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] #1, though in Amalgam continuity, they first appeared in the metafictional[image: External link] Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. strip. S.H.I.E.L.D. was first created by Nick Fury and Sgt. Rock[image: External link] after World War II in order to tackle the danger posed by Hydra[image: External link]. Both founders later trained and recruited Bruce Wayne[image: External link] into their ranks, who would become the new director of S.H.I.E.L.D.


	Members



Members of S.H.I.E.L.D. in the Amalgam universe include:


	
Moonwing, a superheroic agent

	
Tony Stark[image: External link], disabled and bound to a wheelchair

	Sgt. Rock, former leader

	Nick Fury, former leader

	Sue "Ace" Storm of the Challengers of the Fantastic[image: External link]
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 House of M




In an alternate reality where mutants rule over humans, S.H.I.E.L.D. was staffed completely with mutants, all serving the House of Magnus on Genosha[image: External link]. Sebastian Shaw[image: External link] is the Executive Director of S.H.I.E.L.D., Wolverine is in charge of the House of Magnus' Red Guard (Agents Rogue, Jessica Drew, Kurt Wagner[image: External link], Mortimer Toynbee[image: External link], and Raven Darkholme[image: External link]) and the Marauders are S.H.I.E.L.D.'s black ops unit.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]][41]
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 Mutant X




S.H.I.E.L.D. was mentioned briefly in the Mutant X[image: External link] alternate universe series as a murderous anti-mutant group. S.H.I.E.L.D. stood for Saviours of Humanity by Intervention in the Evolution of Life-form Deviants.[42] Their story is elaborated on later as one of their own gains powers.[43]
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 Ultimate Marvel




S.H.I.E.L.D. in the Ultimate Marvel parallel universe[image: External link] was first led by General "Thunderbolt" Ross[image: External link]. During the Gulf War, the Weapon X Project, headed by Colonel John Wraith, was sanctioned by S.H.I.E.L.D. and resulted in the creation of Wolverine[image: External link].

After Ross stepped down and retired, Nick Fury was then selected as the organization's executive director[image: External link]. His first actions were to shut down Weapon X and resurrect the Super Soldier program, commissioning Richard Parker, Dr. Bruce Banner, Franklin Storm, and young intern Hank Pym to try to recreate the formula that made Captain America[image: External link]. This failed and resulted in the creation of the Hulk when Banner injected his serum into himself. It was later revealed that the chemical called Oz, which turned Norman Osborn into the Green Goblin[image: External link], was also created in hopes of recreating the Super Soldier formula. Spider-Man[image: External link] was also a product of the Oz formula. Also, the creation of the supervillains Sandman[image: External link] and Electro[image: External link] are due to Hammer Industries attempting to recreate the Super Soldier formula for S.H.I.E.L.D. Then S.H.I.E.L.D. created its own superhero team, the Ultimates. Later still, it brought the X-Men[image: External link] and Spider-Man[image: External link] under S.H.I.E.L.D. jurisdiction. In Ultimate X-Men #65 (Jan. 2006), S.H.I.E.L.D. severed ties with the X-Men. After the events of Ultimate Power[image: External link], S.H.I.E.L.D. is under the directorship of Carol Danvers[image: External link], as Nick Fury was temporarily stranded in the Supreme Power[image: External link] Universe. After "Ultimatum", Nick Fury becomes head of the Black-Ops division in Ultimate Comics: Avengers[image: External link]. It is also revealed he is plotting to take back his position as director.[44] After a mysterious force frames Danvers for selling super-soldiers to rival nations, it was revealed to be a ploy by Gregory Stark[image: External link] to become Director, until Fury, the Avengers, and Ultimates stop him, resulting in Thor electrocuting Dr. Stark to death.[45] After the Death of Spider-Man[image: External link], Marvin Flumm[image: External link] was promoted to Director by the U.S. President[image: External link].[46] After an arc called "Divided We Stand", a crossover involving Ultimate Comics: Spider-Man[image: External link], Ultimate Comics: X-Men[image: External link], and Ultimate Comics: Ultimates[image: External link], Monica Chang (one of Nick Fury's ex-wives and 2nd Black Widow) was promoted by Captain America to Director after Agent Flumm was dismissed.[47] S.H.I.E.L.D. is later disassembled after the events of Cataclysm, for although the Ultimates were able to defeat Galactus, the destruction caused by Galactus's attack and the loss of Captain America and Thor make it the last straw for the United States Government, who immediately decide to shut S.H.I.E.L.D. down, resulting in villains such as Norman Osborn (Green Goblin) and Victor Van Damme (Doctor Doom), who are revealed to be alive, being released into the custody of other federal agencies.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

In the Ultimate Marvel universe, S.H.I.E.L.D. is controlled entirely by the United States, but maintains ties with the European Defense Initiative and the British-operated S.T.R.I.K.E.


	Members



Main article: List of S.H.I.E.L.D. members § Ultimate S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]



	Divisions




	Psi

	Black-Ops

	Eye

	Combat-Unit
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 S.A.F.E.




Introduced in Marvel's line of novels in the mid-1990s, S.A.F.E. (Strategic Action For Emergencies) is the United States' answer to S.H.I.E.L.D. It first appeared in Spider-Man & the Incredible Hulk: Rampage (Doom's Day Book 1), and may not be part of comics canon, although the novels it appears in have been referred to several times in Marvel's Handbooks. Whereas S.H.I.E.L.D. is a U.N.-chartered organization dealing with international incidents, S.A.F.E. is tasked with similar duties inside America's borders. It is run by Colonel Sean Morgan. A prominently featured agent is Joshua Ballard, who, among other things, survived an encounter with Doctor Doom and later Baron Zemo.

In the novel Secret of the Sinister Six, S.A.F.E. agent Clyde Fury (no relation to Nick Fury) distinguishes between espionage agencies (such as S.H.I.E.L.D.) and strategic action specialists such as S.A.F.E.
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Main article: H.A.T.E.[image: External link]


H.A.T.E. stands for the Highest Anti Terrorism Effort. It is a parody of S.H.I.E.L.D. created for Marvel Comics' 12-issue series Nextwave[image: External link] by comics author Warren Ellis[image: External link]. The leader of H.A.T.E., General Dirk Anger is a parody of Nick Fury. This series depicts H.A.T.E. as being a secretive organization with suspect motives led by the madman, Anger, who has self-control and sexual issues.
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 In other media
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 Television





	S.H.I.E.L.D.'s first television appearance was in the Spider-Man and His Amazing Friends[image: External link] episode "Mission: Save the Guardstar".

	S.H.I.E.L.D. is featured in Season Two of the 1990s Iron Man animated series[image: External link].

	S.H.I.E.L.D. made several appearances in the 1990s Spider-Man[image: External link] animated series, beginning in the first-season episode "Day of the Chameleon". All subsequent S.H.I.E.L.D. appearances on the show included Nick Fury. Agent 1 was the only other identified agent.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. made several appearances in X-Men: Evolution[image: External link].

	S.H.I.E.L.D. is featured in The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link]. Outside of Nick Fury being featured, Ms. Marvel is depicted as an agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in Iron Man: Armored Adventures.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in the Marvel Anime: Wolverine episode "Omega Red". In a flashback, a S.H.I.E.L.D. commander sends Wolverine on a black ops mission to infiltrate and steal the carbonadium from the Russians.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in Ultimate Spider-Man[image: External link].[48] Nick Fury and Phil Coulson are the identified members of S.H.I.E.L.D. that appears in the show. The series itself revolves around a S.H.I.E.L.D. training program held by Nick Fury and Phil Coulson for young superheroes consisting of Spider-Man, White Tiger[image: External link], Power Man, Iron Fist[image: External link] and Nova[image: External link]. At the end of the episode "Stan By Me", it is revealed that Stan the Janitor was one of the original members of S.H.I.E.L.D. and came up with the organization's acronym. In the episode, "The Parent Trap", it is revealed that Power Man's parents worked for S.H.I.E.L.D. and used their version of the Super Soldier Serum to give their son superpowers. In the episode, "Ultimate Venom", Spider-Man discovers that he has inspired a new generation of young heroes by becoming an Avenger. He convinces Fury to recruit them to form a new team, the New Warriors.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. is featured in Avengers Assemble.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. is featured in Hulk and the Agents of S.M.A.S.H.[image: External link]


	A S.H.I.E.L.D. television series was greenlit by ABC[image: External link] in 2012,[49] first aired as Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.,[50] in September 2013.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Film





	In 1998, a Nick Fury: Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. TV film starred David Hasselhoff[image: External link] as Nick Fury.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in several films set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe:

	It is first referenced in Iron Man when Agent Phil Coulson attempts to talk with Tony Stark about his escape from captivity. As a running gag[image: External link], the agency is always referred to by its full name, followed by remarks to the effect that it needs something shorter; near the film's end, Coulson stops Pepper Potts midway through saying it and says, "Just call us SHIELD." In a post-credits scene[image: External link], Tony Stark meets Nick Fury as he wants to talk to him about the "Avengers Initiative".

	S.H.I.E.L.D. is briefly referenced in The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] when it is shown that S.H.I.E.L.D. was aware of the experiment on which Dr. Bruce Banner was working about making humans immune to gamma radiation. Later, General Ross[image: External link] states that Bruce Banner's and his partner's aliases "have been added to the S.H.I.E.L.D. Operations Database". In the post-credits scene, General Ross is approached by Tony Stark, who reveals that they were gathering some kind of a special "team".

	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in Iron Man 2. Black Widow is shown to be a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent when Nick Fury sends her to keep an eye on Tony Stark. Phil Coulson was also featured, overseeing Tony Stark's S.H.I.E.L.D. style house arrest until being called away. It is stated that Howard Stark is one of the founders of S.H.I.E.L.D. In the post-credits scene, Phil Coulson arrives in Albuquerque, New Mexico[image: External link] where he calls Nick Fury and tells him that he found the item Fury wanted him to look for, as the final shot shows Thor's hammer, Mjolnir.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in Thor. In a follow-up to the post-credits scene of Iron Man 2, Phil Coulson leads a S.H.I.E.L.D. team to safeguard the area that Mjolnir landed. Jasper Sitwell (portrayed by Maximiliano Hernández) is also featured in the film. In the post-credits scene, Erik Selvig is brought onto S.H.I.E.L.D. by Nick Fury to study the Tesseract.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears at the end of Captain America: The First Avenger. When Steve Rogers awakens in modern times and makes his way out of a building, he is greeted by Nick Fury and some S.H.I.E.L.D. agents.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. is featured in the 2012 film The Avengers.[51] Nick Fury, Phil Coulson, Natasha Romanoff, Jasper Sitwell, and Clint Barton appear[52] as well as S.H.I.E.L.D. Deputy Director Maria Hill (portrayed by Cobie Smulders[image: External link]).[53] A substantial part of the film takes place within the S.H.I.E.L.D. Helicarrier.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. is mentioned only once in Iron Man 3 by Tony Stark[image: External link]. Stark hacks into S.H.I.E.L.D.'s Mandarin investigation database (and reveals that S.H.I.E.L.D. was, in fact, working on the Mandarin threat).[54]


	S.H.I.E.L.D features prominently in Captain America: The Winter Soldier with Captain America as a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent,[55] along with Black Widow,[56] Nick Fury,[57] Maria Hill,[58] Jasper Sitwell,[59] Sharon Carter,[60][61] Brock Rumlow,[62] Jack Rollins, and Alexander Pierce.[60] The history of S.H.I.E.L.D. is further explored in the film. It is revealed that Arnim Zola was brought on board in S.H.I.E.L.D.'s inception for his scientific expertise, but he secretly regrew Hydra within the organization with the purpose of identifying and eliminating potential threats to Hydra's goals. Pierce, Rumlow, Rollins, and Sitwell are revealed to be sleeper agents of Hydra within the agency. When Rogers exposes Hydra within S.H.I.E.L.D., Fury, Romanoff, Carter, Hill, and others leave the agency as it falls apart.

	In Avengers: Age of Ultron, S.H.I.E.L.D. is said to have collapsed. Fury appears to encourage the Avengers while Maria Hill now works for them. Fury later appears at the final battle in Sokovia with a Helicarrier he pulled out of mothballs, some S.H.I.E.L.D. agents and James Rhodes to help. When asked, Steve Rogers comments that "this is what S.H.I.E.L.D. is supposed to be" as the Helicarrier is used to rescue thousands of people from their now-floating landmass before it is destroyed by Thor and Iron Man to save the world.

	In Ant-Man[image: External link], Hank Pym and Janet Van Dyne were S.H.I.E.L.D. agents who worked with Peggy Carter and Howard Stark during the Cold War.[63]


	S.H.I.E.L.D. was featured in the Marvel One-Shots[image: External link] films (which tie in to the Marvel Cinematic Universe):

	The Marvel One-Shots film The Consultant featured Phil Coulson and Jasper Sitwell trying to keep the World Security Council from putting Abomination into their services.

	The Marvel One-Shots film A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer feature Phil Coulson traveling to New Mexico between Iron Man 2 and Thor.

	The Marvel One-Shots film Item 47 featured Agent Blake (portrayed by Titus Welliver[image: External link]) who helps Jasper Sitwell secure "Item 47" (a discarded Chitauri gun) which ended up in the possession of a down-on-their-luck couple named Bennie and Claire (portrayed by Jesse Bradford[image: External link] and Lizzy Caplan[image: External link]). In the aftermath, the couple joins up with S.H.I.E.L.D. where Bennie assigned to the R&D "think-tank" to reverse engineer the Chitauri technology and Claire becomes Blake's assistant.

	The Marvel One-Shots film Agent Carter features Peggy Carter being made an offer to join S.H.I.E.L.D. by Howard Stark. Timothy "Dum Dum" Dugan (portrayed by Neal McDonough[image: External link]) also appears.









	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in the anime projects of Madhouse[image: External link] that are similar to the Marvel Anime franchise:

	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in Iron Man: Rise of Technovore.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in Avengers Confidential: Black Widow & Punisher.[64]
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 Video games





	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in Marvel: Ultimate Alliance[image: External link]; the first mission involves an attack on the S.H.I.E.L.D.[citation needed[image: External link]] Helicarrier by the Masters of Evil, with S.H.I.E.L.D. subsequently overseeing the creation of a special strike force of heroes intended to oppose the Masters' scheme to steal Odin's power for Doctor Doom.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. has a prominent role in Marvel: Ultimate Alliance 2[image: External link] with the passing of the Superhuman Registration Act.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The Ultimate incarnation of S.H.I.E.L.D. appeared in Spider-Man: Shattered Dimensions[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Carnage launches an attack on the Triskelion, and uses a fragment of the Tablet of Order and Chaos to reanimate the dead S.H.I.E.L.D. agents into zombies.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in Marvel: Avengers Alliance.[citation needed[image: External link]] Outside of Nick Fury, Maria Hill, and Phil Coulson being members of S.H.I.E.L.D., the player controls a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent when fighting the villains.

	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in Marvel Heroes[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link]. Agent Coulson and Maria Hill appear as playable characters.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in Disney Infinity: Marvel Super Heroes.[citation needed[image: External link]] Director Nick Fury is a playable character and S.H.I.E.L.D. directs the player on many missions throughout "The Avengers" and "Spider-Man" playsets.
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 Theatre





	S.H.I.E.L.D. appears in the Marvel Universe LIVE![image: External link] stage show.[65]
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 Depictions in translation




S.H.I.E.L.D. stories have been translated into several other languages, including French, Finnish and Italian. Occasionally, these translations will show S.H.I.E.L.D. with an altered name.

In the case of selected French editions, the name of the agency was depicted as S.E.R.V.O., which sounds like "brain" (cerveau) in French.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In Finnish the name that applies to S.H.I.E.L.D. in mainstream Marvel continuity is Y.P.K.V.V. (Ylimmäisen Päämajan Kansainvälisen Vakoilun Vastustamisjaos), a direct translation of the original English. In translations of the Ultimate Marvel comics, the name is K.I.L.P.I., with "kilpi" being the translation for the word (as opposed to the acronym) "shield".[citation needed[image: External link]]

In Greek, the organization name is Α.Σ.Π.Ι.Δ.Α. (pronounced ASPIDA, meaning "shield" in Greek). The initials stand for Supreme Military and Political Foundation of International Counter-espionage (Ανώτατο Στρατιωτικό Πολιτικό Ίδρυμα Διεθνούς Αντικατασκοπείας).[citation needed[image: External link]]

In Portuguese, the name S.H.I.E.L.D. remains, but it is translated as "Superintendência Humana de Intervenção, Espionagem, Logística e Dissuasão", i. e., Human Superintendence for Intervention, Espionage, Logistics and Dissuasion.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In Dutch the name S.C.H.I.L.D. (schild = shield) has been used by the publisher Williams, but was dropped by Junior Press in favor of S.H.I.E.L.D.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In Mexico, it was translated by La Prensa and later Novedades, as C.I.D.E.L., Centro Internacional De Espionaje Legal (International Center of Legal Espionage), but later Novedades changed the acronym to C.S.E.I., Cuartel Supremo de Espionaje e Inteligencia (Supreme Headquarters of Espionage and Intelligence).[citation needed[image: External link]]

In Spain, initial publisher Vértice translated S.H.I.E.L.D. as "Escudo" (always without a determinant), but never showed the meaning. Later publisher Planeta DeAgostini used the name S.H.I.E.L.D., but translating the acronym as "Organización Internacional para la Ejecución y el Cumplimiento de la Ley" (international organisation for implementation and fulfillment of law). It has been suggested, as a joke, that the acronym does not correspond to the meaning because the acronym itself is undercover. Now, Panini translates the acronym as "Servicio Homologado de Inteligencia, Espionaje, Logística y Defensa" (Accredited Service of Intelligence, Espionage, Logistics, and Defense) to keep the original acronym; being this the name used in the current movies or series.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In Danish, S.H.I.E.L.D. was originally known as S.K.J.O.L.D., "Skjold" being the Danish word for a shield, though the meaning of the abbreviation would differ.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In Russian, S.H.I.E.L.D. is named Щ.И.Т. (pronounced SCHIT; "shield" in Russian) or З.А.Щ.И.Т.А. (ZASCHITA, meaning "protection"). This name often describes as Sixth Intervention Logistics Agency (Шестая Интервенционная Тактико-оперативная логистическая служба).[citation needed[image: External link]]

In Poland, S.H.I.E.L.D. is known as T.A.R.C.Z.A. ("shield" in Polish). This name describes as Secret Agency of Anti-terrorist Cybernetics Applications Development (Tajna Agencja Rozwoju Cybernetycznych Zastosowań Antyterrorystycznych).[citation needed[image: External link]]

In France, S.H.I.E.L.D it was translated as S.H.I.E.L.D, Stratégie, Habilité, Intervention, Exécution et Logistique Défensive (Strategy, Empowered, Intervention, Enforcement and Logistics Defensive).[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Civil War (comics)






"Civil War" is a 2006–07 Marvel Comics crossover[image: External link] storyline consisting of a seven-issue limited series of the same name written by Mark Millar and penciled by Steve McNiven, and various other tie-in books published by Marvel at the time. The storyline builds upon the events that developed in previous Marvel storylines, particularly "Avengers Disassembled", "House of M", and "Decimation"[image: External link]. The tagline[image: External link] for the series is, "Whose Side Are You On?"[1]

The plot of the series follows a framework story line in which the U.S. government passes a Superhero Registration Act[image: External link], ostensibly designed to have super powered individuals act under official regulation, somewhat akin to law enforcement. However, superheroes opposed to the act, led by Captain America, find themselves in conflict with those supporting the act, led by Iron Man, with Spider-Man caught in the middle; the X-Men take a neutral stance. The superheroes in support of the law, such as Iron Man, Dr. Reed Richards, and Ms. Marvel[image: External link], become increasingly authoritarian[image: External link]. In the aftermath of the war, Captain America surrenders and is imprisoned. The conflict between freedom and security is an underlying theme in the story line, with real-life events and discussions, such as the U.S. government's increased surveillance of its citizens, serving as a backdrop for the events in Civil War.[2][3] A sequel, Civil War II[image: External link], debuted in June 2016.

The series received polarized reviews but was a commercial success. The series is the basis for the Marvel Studios[image: External link] film Captain America: Civil War, which likewise features Captain America and Iron Man in opposition to each other.



TOP
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 Publication history




The premise of Civil War involves the introduction of a Superhuman Registration Act[image: External link] in the United States. Mark Millar, writer for the story, has said:



	“
	I opted instead for making the superhero dilemma something a little different. People thought they were dangerous, but they did not want a ban. What they wanted was superheroes paid by the federal government like cops and open to the same kind of scrutiny. It was the perfect solution and nobody, as far as I'm aware, has done this before.[4]

	”




The act requires any person in the United States with superhuman abilities to register with the federal government as a "human weapon of mass destruction," reveal their true identity to the authorities and then undergo proper training. Those who sign also have the option of working for S.H.I.E.L.D., earning a salary and benefits such as those earned by other American civil servants. Characters within the superhero community in the Marvel Universe split into two groups: one advocating the registration as a responsible obligation, and the other opposing the law on the grounds that it violates civil liberties and the protection that secret identities provide. While arguing directly with Iron Man about the law, Luke Cage (previously the second Power Man), an African American[image: External link], compared the mandatory registration to slavery[image: External link].[5] A number of villains have also chosen to take sides, some choosing to side with the registration, others against it.
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 Delays




Marvel announced in August 2006 that some issues of the main Civil War series would be pushed back several months to accommodate artist Steve McNiven. The schedule had issue #4 being released one month late, in September, while issue #5 was released two months later, in November. Furthermore, various tie-in[image: External link] books including the Civil War: Front Line[image: External link] miniseries and tie-in issues of other comics were delayed several months so as not to reveal any plot developments.[6]

In late November 2006, Marvel announced another delay. Civil War #6, originally scheduled for release on December 20, was pushed back two weeks and released on January 4. Unlike the previous instance, only The Punisher War Journal[image: External link] #2 was delayed. In a final act of rescheduling, Civil War #7 was pushed back two weeks (from January 17 to January 31),[7] and then pushed back again until February 21.[8]
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 Plot




In summary, an explosion in Stamford by the villain Nitro causes the U.S. government to introduce the Superhero Registration Act. Those not adhering to it are deemed unregistered and rogue superheroes. Tony Stark and Reed Richards lead the side of the pro-registration superheroes. Captain America leads the anti-registration side. Spider-Man, initially with Tony Stark, eventually joins the team of Captain America. Goliath is killed by the pro-registration superheroes. Many supervillains join the government in hunting down superheroes.
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 Other versions
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 Amazing Spider-Man: Renew Your Vows




When the Super-Human Registration Act was proposed, Professor X and the Avengers proposed an alternative method with self-policing of mutantkind and super-powered communities, preventing Civil War from ever happening. Cyclops thought it was preposterous for Professor X to make himself the self-appointed representative of mutantkind, and his opposition to Xavier's proposal led Jean Grey to break up with him and marry Wolverine.[9]
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 Earth-3490




When Mister Fantastic was researching realities where the Civil War ended differently, he found one reality in which their version of Anthony Stark was a woman named Natasha Stark. The Civil War was avoided entirely in this reality due to her marriage to Steve Rogers.[10]
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 Spider-Verse




During an attempt by the reality-displaced Superior Spider-Man[image: External link] (Doctor Octopus[image: External link]' mind in Peter Parker's body) to reach back to his dimension as seen in the Spider-Verse[image: External link] storyline, he discovered an alternate dimension where a Civil War Iron Spider-Man lies dead (killed by Karn) prompting him to continue investigating the murders of Spider-Men throughout the Multiverse.[11]
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 What If?




In What If Civil War Ended Differently[image: External link]?, a stranger appears in front of Iron Man, who is visiting Captain America’s grave at Arlington National Cemetery[image: External link]. Tony Stark is told of two alternate ways the Civil War could have concluded:[12]


	The first is detailed in, "What if Captain America led all the heroes against the Registration Act?" In this reality, Tony Stark dies of the Extremis virus, leaving the U.S. government to choose Steve Rogers as the spokesperson for heroes, who as in the regular universe opposes registration. Though he manages to delay its passing, the Stamford disaster occurs as in the 616 reality. Without Tony Stark to provide a fairer path for registration, the government's response is more extreme. Governmental forces led by Henry Peter Gyrich[image: External link] destroy the resistance and many heroes are slain.



Faced with this vision, Tony believes that this proves that he was right to pursue his pro-registration course of action, but the stranger than reveals another possibility;


	The second is detailed in, "What if Iron Man lost the Civil War?" In this reality, Iron Man asks for Cap's help in chapter three instead of threatening him, admitting his doubts about his actions rather than trying to justify them, and thus Cap does not use the hidden weapon in his glove to disable Tony's armor. The heroes unite to stop the out-of-control Thor clone, Ragnarok, which is released when Hill detects the weapon and assumes that Cap is still planning to use it. The resulting goodwill convinces Captain America to help run the program as he is the only one the heroes will trust with their secret identities.



The stranger is revealed to be Uatu, Earth 616's Watcher. Upon learning of the possibility of this alternate reality, Tony is devastated and weeps for the bright future he helped prevent.

In What If: Annihilation by David Hine[image: External link] and Mico Suayan, the cosmic Annihilation War reaches Earth during the War. The heroes unite to neutralize it, and many die in the first clashes. Captain America and Iron Man, after a final reconciliation, sacrifice themselves alongside Nova to deflect the full Annihilation Wave[image: External link].[13]
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 Contest of Champions




The 2015 Contest of Champions series featured an alternate version of Civil War that had everything go in Tony Stark's favor. Five years after the war, Tony becomes the President of the United States and leads the Mighty Avengers as the Iron Patriot. His team consists of Penance (Robbie Baldwin), Iron Spider (Natasha Romanov), Captain Marvel (Carol Danvers), and the Thor clone known as Thunderstrike. Steve Rogers (no longer called Captain America) and his teammates have been arrested and buy time off their sentence by performing suicide missions as the Thunderbolts. Steve's team consists of Spider-Man (Peter Parker), Invisible Woman, the Punisher, and Bill Foster's Goliath (who survived the Civil War in this reality). President Stark and his Mighty Avengers are taken to Battleworld by Maestro and have their memories altered to think that they are on Earth and that the Renegade Champions already there are unregistered vigilantes. The Thunderbolts are sent to rescue them, but misunderstandings result in the deaths of Penance and Thunderstrike and all three teams start fighting each other. Tony kills Steve when Steve lets his guard down, and reveals that he is in the possession of the Reality Gem from the Infinity Gauntlet. Tony and the members of the Illuminati divided the six Infinity Stones after hunting them down and vowed never to use them. But when Tony let the events of Civil War happen in their natural course, he couldn't resist using the Reality Gem to alter events in his favor. He used the gem to prevent the death of Goliath, the assassination of Captain America, alter the war in his favor, and rig the presidential election. He attempts to use it again to undo his killing of Steve, but as they are in another dimension the Reality Gem does not work. Maestro kills Tony and the Punisher, but is stopped by the intervention of Stick, the Sentry, and Nigel Higgins using the Iso-Sphere. The remaining five heroes from the Mighty Avengers and Thunderbolts stay behind on Battleworld with the Sentry and fight villains attempting to gather the Iso-Sphere as the Civil Warriors.[14]
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 Civil War in Secret Wars (2015)




The Civil War storyline is featured in Secret Wars[image: External link] where it has its own mini-series. Its location on Battleworld is referred to as the Warzone.[15]

In this story, the Stamford incident leads to a polarising political debate that culminates with the two sides clashing in the Negative Zone Prison. During the fight, Black Panther hacks into the prison's computers and sees that the portal will explode, killing most of the combatants and stranding the rest. Black Panther assumes that Stark will teleport his combatants out at the last minute, but meanwhile, S.H.I.E.L.D. director Maria Hill tells Stark that Black Panther activated the explosives on the orders of Steve Rogers. Deactivating the teleportation device, Black Panther tries to shut down the bomb. Everyone in the prison rushes to escape through the power of the hero Cloak[image: External link], who drops them all in midair over St. Louis. Unfortunately, Cloak can not shut off his powers fast enough to block out the explosion. The resulting beam of explosive energy creates a vast chasm called the Divide, destroying St. Louis and leaving millions dead.

The two sides regroup, with the Pro-Registration group taking control of the land to the east of St Louis, while the Anti-Registration group takes control of the land to the west. Each side blames the other for the deaths. The East became "the Iron", run by Tony Stark, and the West became "The Blue", run by Captain America. Differences in politics have caused people to pick one side over the other, with the split ossifying every year. The only place in the country that embraces both is a community in the ruins of St. Louis, built on a bridge over a chasm between the two sides. One of its inhabitants is Miriam Sharpe, a woman who lost her child at Stamford but who wants to bring peace.

Six years after the start of the conflict, Sharpe brings the two leaders together to discuss peace. At the meeting, Miriam is able to get the two men to open up. Stark explains that the Iron has wealth and resources from trade with the outside world where the Blue is regarded as a rogue state. However, his citizens are running out of space while the Blue has twice the space but half the population. He proposes that the Blue shrink, giving his people more space in exchange for which Stark will make trade concessions. General Rogers dismisses the offer, which leads to the start of an old debate between the two men. As Miriam Sharpe tries to intervene, she is shot in the back by a sniper. Reacting first, General Rogers calls Peter Parker to catch the shooter. Parker finds a remote-controlled sniper rifle. As Miriam dies, General Rogers realizes that from the angle of the shot that the shooter was most likely aiming at him. President Stark denies the shooter is one of his, but renewed civil war seemed inevitable.[16]

President Stark sends a drone to track the killers, but it is shot down and its datacore claimed by the Blue. President Stark discovers certain anomalies regarding past events, leading him to believe that events like Sharpe's murder were caused by a third party. Meanwhile, Hank McCoy shows Rogers the results of "Project Bellcurve", a procedure capable of depowering superhumans. Numerous resources from the Iron are needed to continue the project, for which Rogers sends a team composed of Parker, Elektra, Azari, and Venom/Clint Barton to infiltrate Stark's territory. At the same time, Stark sends Jen Walters to infliltrate the Blue and continue investigating Sharpe's murder.[17]

Spider-Man's team suffers the first casualty when a Stark Sentinel kills Elektra. The team manages to overcome the rest of the defenses (including the reanimated corpse of the Kingpin controlled by Doctor Octopus' tentacles) thanks to Venom, and return to the Blue with the components needed for "Project Bellcurve." At the same time, She-Hulk had been able to infiltrate Steeltown. However, Agent Robbie Baldwin[image: External link] of the Punishers recognizes her and follows She-Hulk. She discovers the assassin was Bullseye. Baldwin attacks Jen as she is spying on Bullseye, and is forced to flee. Before she can leave Steeltown, she is knocked out by an unidentified attacker. She-Hulk awakes in an undisclosed location having been captured by Bullseye's client Black Panther.[18]

As the Blue prepare to invade the Iron in a last-ditch attempt at ending the war, Iron Man tracks down Jen's position and flies to rescue her. He finds her, but his armor is neutralized and stripped from him. Tony is brought to Black Panther who reveals himself as the Skrull Queen Veranke. Veranke tells him that she is the cause of every single failed attempt at reaching peace in a part of a plan to benefit from the never-ending war. Iron Man uses additional weaponry that was not in his armor to free himself, fend off the Skrull guards, and break She-Hulk free from her cage. Meanwhile, the Blue invade the Iron while General America prepares to detonate a bomb derived from Project Bellcurve.[19]

As the conflict escalates, Iron Man is able to reach General America and reveal that Bucky is a Skrull, prompting General America to accept a telepathic 'update' from Emma Frost[image: External link] that confirms that the Skrulls have manipulated the conflict for years. Accepting their mutual responsibility for the situation, Rogers and Stark sacrifice themselves to detonate the Bellcurve bomb. The blast depowers the superhumans and reverts the Skrulls to their true state. A few months later, a powerless Peter and Jennifer are shown discussing the tentative truce that has been formed between the two sides, and wonder whether Stark and Rogers knew that peace would be the result of their sacrifice.[20]
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 Civil War II (2016)




Main article: Civil War II[image: External link]


A direct sequel to the original series debuted in June 2016, written by Brian Michael Bendis and drawn by David Marquez.[21]
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 Reception




At the time of its release, Civil War received polarised reviews. Comic Book Round Up gave the series an average rating of 6.5. According to a scholarly analysis presented at the 2007 Comic-Con International[image: External link], this story's conflict is a natural outgrowth of what psychologist Erich Fromm[image: External link] called "the basic human dilemma", the conflicting desires for both security and freedom, and "character motivations on both sides arise from positive human qualities because Fromm’s image of human nature is ultimately optimistic, holding that people on either side are struggling to find what is best for all".[2] However, over time, Civil War have become more well received. IGN ranked it as one of the greatest Comic Book Events,[22] and WatchMojo ranked it as #6 on their Top 10 Marvel Graphic Novels list and #1 on their Top 10 Avengers Comics You Should Read list.
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 In other media




The plot line has been adapted into a novel,[23] audio book, and is referenced in several animated series and video games. In addition, Captain America: Civil War was a cinematic treatment of the story.

A different variation of the Civil War storyline was adapted in the four-part Season 3 finale of Avengers Assemble. In this version of the storyline, the Registration Act targets new Inhumans, and teams of Avengers come into conflict over the issue, as in other adaptations. It is revealed in Part 3, however, that the Inhuman Resgistration Act is actually part of a plan by Truman Marsh (actually Ultron in disguise) to begin the Ultron Revolution by manipulating humans and Inhumans on destroying each other, which is foiled by the combined efforts of the Avengers.
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Secret Avengers






For the team created during the Civil War, see Civil War (comics).

Secret Avengers is an American comic book[image: External link] series[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics featuring a fictional[image: External link] black ops superhero team of the same name. The series started with Ed Brubaker on writing duties, depicting a black-ops sect of Marvel's premiere super hero team, the Avengers, which operates under the guidance and leadership of Captain Steve Rogers (the former Captain America).[1][2] The series is part of the Avengers-line relaunch as part of the "Heroic Age".



TOP
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 Publication history




Writer Ed Brubaker and artist Mike Deodato were announced as the creative team for the Secret Avengers title. A series of teaser images were released by Marvel to promote the upcoming series in February 2010, which slowly revealed the team's roster over the course of two months.[3] The series started in late May 2010 (cover date July 2010).

As of the first issue, the roster includes Beast, War Machine, Valkyrie, Moon Knight, Nova, Black Widow[image: External link], Sharon Carter, and Ant-Man, and the team is led by Captain Steve Rogers.[2] In regards to the tone of the new title, Brubaker has said:



	“
	Secret Avengers is definitely going to have a lot of the espionage plots and the Steranko influence, and the crazy Kirby technology, but I don't think there's going to be much soap opera. I hope it feels different than any Avengers team, ever.[4]

	”




After Brubaker left the title, author Nick Spencer wrote the first Secret Avengers "Point One" issue (#12.1) and three Fear Itself tie-in one-shots. Secret Avengers was then written by Warren Ellis[image: External link] from issues #16-21 and scribe Rick Remender picked up at #21.1 with former Hulk artist, Gabriel Hardman.[5] Remender confirmed that his final issue of Secret Avengers will be with issue #37.[6]

At New York ComiCon 2012 it was announced that the title would be relaunched as part of the Marvel NOW! initiative, with Nick Spencer returning as writer.[7] Spencer said, "This really is a S.H.I.E.L.D. book. I think it's something we've been long suffering for and is long overdue. This gave us a nice excuse to get a proper S.H.I.E.L.D. comic going. This Avengers initiative within S.H.I.E.L.D. is obviously a big focal point of the book, but it still is a S.H.I.E.L.D initiative so everything originates there. So Nick Fury and Agent Coulson are very much involved in the missions. Nick will be in the field with the team. That's his role. He's the S.H.I.E.L.D agent that goes with these characters on the missions. Coulson has a fun role in that he's backup and support. He's the guy who makes the pitch, and brings in the team. So they're a big part of every issue and in some ways they're even our leads.[8]

The third volume was cancelled with #15 in April, 2015.
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 Volume 1




After the events of "Dark Reign" and Siege, Norman Osborn was deposed as America's "top cop" and his organization H.A.M.M.E.R. was disbanded. In response to his hand in reforming the original Avengers and staving off the Siege of Asgard, The President appointed former Captain America Steve Rogers as America's new foremost law enforcement agent, as well as dissolving the Superhuman Registration Act[image: External link] at Rogers' request.[1] Captain Rogers then forms the Secret Avengers as a group of superheroes to operate under a veil of secrecy, in addition to the main Avengers team.

The opening issues show the team being proactive about known threats and cleaning them up, black ops style. They are in direct opposition to a group called the "Shadow Council" seemingly led by Nick Fury. In one such plot they find a dangerous artifact, the "Tentacle Crown." After some research the group finds a link to the Roxxon Corporation, which leads to investigations of a mining site on Mars. Richard Rider is on the case, and in his investigations he finds another crown, the "Serpent Crown[image: External link]." The crown possesses Nova, but he is pursued by a guardian of the crown claiming to be a collective named the "Archon" who was created by the Watchers[image: External link]. The possessed Nova directs Shadow Council agents into unearthing a primordial evil. Steve Rogers, with the help of the Xandarian Worldmind[image: External link], temporarily gains the Nova Force to take out the Serpent Crown/Nova.

The Secret Avengers later have to deal with the fact that someone resembling Nick Fury is shown to be working for the Shadow Council. The real Fury confirms that what they are seeing is a self aware[image: External link] LMD modified by Jake Fury. S.H.I.E.L.D. was going to destroy the LMD, but he was rescued by the Shadow Council and given the name Max.[9] Some other operatives in the "Shadow Council" are an immortal named Aloysius Thorndrake and former Golden Age hero John Steele[image: External link].

Shang-Chi[image: External link] offers himself as bait in order to capture his immortal father, Zheng Zu, who needs the blood of a relative to stay alive.[10] Ant-Man accidentally foils that plan, but later the team falls into a trap where Carter is kidnapped. Shang-chi volunteers to exchange himself for her, but during the exchange Moon Knight disguises himself as a Shadow Council guard. He is able to lead the team to stop the sacrificial ceremony.[11] John Steele is apprehended and Captain America is able to delve into his memories and figures out that because of his actions during a WW2 mission, John Steele ended up getting kidnapped and brain washed by the Shadow Council.[12]

During the Fear Itself Crossover, the Secret Avengers are summoned to defend Washington DC. Beast meets with an old congressman friend, who turns out to be an Omega-level mutant, who can animate statues, then has Abraham Lincoln from the Lincoln Memorial[image: External link] and dinosaurs from the National Museum of Natural History[image: External link] fight off Nazis.[13] In issue 14 we get Valkyrie's origin story, about how she defended her love during a battle and Odin made her an immortal. She then leads a groups of soldiers in battle.[14]

The Secret Avengers then track the Shadow Council to an underground city,[15] to Serbia[image: External link] to stop an soul-stealing truck,[16] to a multiverse,[17] a fictional Eastern European arms dealer who has demonic super-soldier serum,[18] and an alien hybrid breeding lab[19]

During one battle the team gets killed, but Black Widow is able to teleport back in time. In order to save her team, but not disrupt the time continuum, she teleports back 44 years and creates the technology needed to stop the lasers that kill her team without them realizing she saved them [20]

Max Fury and the Shadow Council form their incarnation of the Masters of Evil where its membership consists of Princess Python[image: External link] II, Vengeance[image: External link] II, and Whiplash IV. The Secret Avengers discover them during a mission run by Captain America, who is testing Hawkeye's leadership skills before making him the new team leader.[21]

Giant-Man, Captain Britain[image: External link], and the original Human Torch join the Secret Avengers with investigating an new threat called the Descendants, an army of synthezoids[image: External link].[22] During the battle is seems that Ant-Man is killed and Torch is severaly damaged, but Agent Venom[image: External link] rescues the team. Ant-Man reappears uninjured.[23]

The team then crosses over into the Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link] event. They attempt to intercept the Phoneix Force, but fail to stop it, even with Thor's help. They land in Kree home world Hala, but Protector and Carol Danvers are subdued by the Kree Hive-mind, which is being manipulated into inviting the Phoenix Force, which is heading for Hala since Mar-Vell adsorbed some of the force during a reincarnation ceremony. Vision is able to break the control and Mar-Vell sacrifices himself into the Phoneix, then it spares Hala.[24]

The Masters of Evil realize John Steele[image: External link] is a double agent, but are able to keep the mystic crowns and even steal the third from Taskmaster, then unleash an evil force called The Abyss on Bagalia, that controls the minds of the Masters and the Avengers. Venom[image: External link] and Ant-Man were immune and are able to separate the three crowns. Black Widow suspects that Ant-Man is a LMD, since he wasn't affected by The Abyss, but her suspicions are dismissed by Hawkeye due to Grady's heroic actions, causing her to quit in protest.[25]

The Descendants (with the addition of the Human Torch who was reprogrammed to serve them) launched a massive attack on the main cities of the world, starting an invasion to take it and launched a nano-mist, which slowly started turning every human into Descendants.[26] The Secret Avengers fought them, and Human Torch {who Captain Britain made come into his senses} managed to destroy the Orb of Necromancy, which killed every single one of the Descendants of the High-Breed and eliminated the nano-mist from any human. Before dying, the Father told Captain Britain he still felt the presence of another Descendant who didn't die. In the aftermath, the Secret Avengers reunited with Captain America to tell him what happened. Time later, Hawkeye decided to disassemble the unit.[27]
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As part of the Marvel NOW! event, a new version of the Secret Avengers is formed under the jurisdiction of S.H.I.E.L.D. A mysterious traveler from the future attacks a battalion of S.H.I.E.L.D. agents before he is killed. Following the attack, Maria Hill decides to form S.H.I.E.L.D.'s version of the Secret Avengers. Maria Hill is able to recruit Hawkeye, Black Widow, Nick Fury, Jr.[image: External link], and Phil Coulson. Their first operation is to foil a plan of the terrorist group Al-Qaeda[image: External link] from using teleportation knowledge given by Andras Bertesy to execute a terrorist attack on the United States. The Secret Avengers follow the terrorist group to Budapest, where they get the coordinates of the attack from one of their members. After Hawkeye is left to be rescued by Black Widow, Nick Fury Jr. sets a trap for the Al-Qaeda member who was going to perform the attack, by waiting him in the Oval Office to kill him.[28]

In the second mission, the Secret Avengers raid Bagalia and fight through the Masters of Evil, in order to free Taskmaster, who is going to be auctioned off to the highest bidder. Mockingbird joins up with them, using S.H.I.E.L.D. Camo-Tech to masquerade as Aloysius Thorndrake of the Shadow Council. Nick Fury Jr. pays Crossfire to let Taskmaster out of his cell. After Taskmaster agrees to join the Secret Avengers, he goes on a mission to infiltrate A.I.M.'s new High Council (consisting of Andrew Forson[image: External link], Graviton, Jude the Entropic Man[image: External link], Mentallo[image: External link], Superia, and Yelena Belova).[29]

When Daisy Johnson and Nick Fury Jr. were attending the weapons expo, they meet up with Senator Robert Ralston. Daisy notices that one of the items at the expo is the Iron Patriot armor. A.I.M. then attacks the weapons expo which leads to the supposed death of Senator Robert Ralston during A.I.M.'s fight with the Secret Avengers. During the fight, Andrew Forson takes the opportunity to steal the Iron Patriot armor.[30]

Director Daisy Johnson gave Nick Fury, Hawkeye, and Black Widow the Protocol D which is the assassination of the A.I.M. Scientist Supreme. Hulk was recruited to help with the mission when A.I.M. duplicates the technology of the Iron Patriot Armor to create an army of sentient drones that A.I.M. would use to incriminate the United States in numerous international attacks. Hulk was able to destroy the Iron Patriot drones that were attacking Iran. Meanwhile, Phil Coulson talks to War Machine about the Iron Patriot armor.[31]

The Secret Avengers raided A.I.M. Island and seemingly killed Andrew Forson. Daisy Johnson ended up suspended for breaking protocol and Maria Hill is put in charge of S.H.I.E.L.D. again. As Andrew Forson was revealed to be alive all along, the news of A.I.M. being a new permanent member of the Security Council is known.[32]

Using holographic communication, S.H.I.E.L.D. hacked into A.I.M.'s network and allowed Rhodes to talk to the suits, who recognized him as "the Pilot", along Tony Stark being "the Maker". Rhodey managed to make the Iron Patriot army understand their actions of abruplty attacking tactical points of enemies of the US was unacceptable, and stated he could teach them better if he could show them, for what the androids sent Rhodes a different version of Iron Patriot armor.[33]

MODOK Superior and some rogue A.I.M. Agents allied with S.H.I.E.L.D. in order to make a deal to take down Andrew Forson.[34]

After the mission goes south and Mockingbird is left stranded on A.I.M. Island, Taskmaster works undercover to free her. But when he gets the chance to get her off the island, she doesn't respond to anything he says until both are captured. Later while being interrogated, Taskmaster is shot and seemingly killed by Mockingbird who is now under the control of Andrew Forsen.[35]

Andrew Forson revealed that Mockingbird was secretly working for Forson years ago, and that he used Mockingbird to "get Victorius[image: External link] out of the way" so that he could take over the Cult of Entropy.[35]
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In the All-New Marvel NOW!, a new Secret Avengers team was assembled consisting of Nick Fury, Jr., Black Widow, Phil Coulson, and Spider-Woman.[36] Hawkeye rejoins the team, sometime later.[37] The series was cancelled in 2015, after 15 issues.
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 Original Team (2010-2013)




See also: List of Avengers members




	Character
	Real Name
	Joined In
	Notes



	Commander Steve Rogers
	Steven Rogers
	Secret Avengers #1

(May 2010)
	Current leader of the main Avengers team (as Captain America). Left this team in Secret Avengers #22



	Black Widow[image: External link]
	Natalia Alianovna Romanova

(a.k.a. Natasha Romanoff)
	Left team in Secret Avengers #32 due to suspicions about Eric O'Grady. Rejoins team in Secret Avengers #34



	Beast
	Dr. Henry Philip "Hank" McCoy
	Left team in Secret Avengers #37



	Valkyrie
	Brunnhilde



	Moon Knight
	Marc Spector
	Last appeared as members in Secret Avengers #21



	Agent 13
	Sharon Carter



	War Machine
	James Rupert "Rhodey" Rhodes



	Ant-Man
	Eric O'Grady
	Suggested killed in Secret Avengers #23. Revealed alive in Secret Avengers #24. Hinted at secretly being replaced with a robot in Secret Avengers #25. The circumstances over whether or not O'Grady is dead remain unclear. Confirmed in #30 as being a double agent controlled by "The Father".



	Nova
	Richard Rider
	Left in Secret Avengers #5. Died during the events of The Thanos Imperative[image: External link].
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 Shattered Heroes recruits






	Character
	Real Name
	Joined In
	Notes



	Hawkeye
	Clint Barton
	Secret Avengers #21.1

(January 2012)
	Former leader of Secret Avengers. Leaves Team in Secret Avengers Vol. 2 #16. Rejoins team in Secret Avengers Vol. 3 #3.



	Captain Britain[image: External link]
	Brian Braddock
	Secret Avengers #22

(February 2012)
	Left team in Secret Avengers #37



	Human Torch
	Jim Hammond (alias)



	Giant-Man
	Henry "Hank" Pym



	Agent Venom[image: External link]
	Flash Thompson
	Secret Avengers #23

(February 2012)
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 Marvel NOW! recruits




Following the Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link] storyline and the fight against the Descendants, S.H.I.E.L.D. takes direct control of the Secret Avengers' operations.[8]



	Character
	Real Name
	Joined In
	Notes



	Maria Hill
	Maria Hill
	Secret Avengers Vol. 2 #1 [38]

(February 2013)
	S.H.I.E.L.D. leadership.



	Nick Fury, Jr.[image: External link]
	Marcus Johnson



	Phil "Cheese" Coulson
	Phil Coulson



	Mockingbird
	Barbara "Bobbi" Morse
	Secret Avengers Vol. 2 #2
	Leaves Team in Secret Avengers Vol. 2 #16



	Taskmaster
	Tony Masters
	



	Hulk
	Dr. Robert "Bruce" Banner
	Secret Avengers Vol. 2 #4
	Last seen as member in Secret Avengers Vol. 2 #15



	Iron Patriot
	James "Rhodey" Rhodes
	Secret Avengers Vol. 2 #6
	Leaves Team in Secret Avengers Vol. 2 #16



	Agent Sarah Garza
	Sarah Garza
	Secret Avengers Vol. 2 #10
	Leaves Team in Secret Avengers Vol. 2 #11
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 All-New Marvel NOW! recruits






	Character
	Real Name
	Joined In
	Notes



	Spider-Woman
	Jessica Drew
	Secret Avengers Vol. 3 #1[39]
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 Honorary




These characters temporary joined the team to help on that particular mission.



	Character
	Real Name
	Joined In
	Notes



	Prince of Orphans
	John Aman
	Secret Avengers #6

(October 2010)
	Turned to villainy to oppose the Defenders in Defenders vol. 4 #6 (July 2012).



	Shang-Chi[image: External link]
	Shang-Chi
	Secret Avengers #10

(February 2011)
	Left after believing he had adequately repaid the favor he owed Steve Rogers in Secret Avengers #18 (December 2011).



	Thor
	Thor Odinson
	Secret Avengers #26

(June 2012)
	Temporarily joined as part of a strike team against the Phoenix Force.



	Ms. Marvel[image: External link]
	Carol Danvers



	The Protector[image: External link]
	Noh-Varr



	Vision
	Victor Shade (alias)



	Winter Soldier
	James Buchanan "Bucky" Barnes
	Secret Avengers vol. 2 #1

(January 2013)
	Ally of the Secret Avengers during the Marvel NOW! new series. It has been hinted that not being an official member, Barnes takes issue with how S.H.I.E.L.D. erases the team's memories after missions; given how his lover and teammate Black Widow had her memory of him erased after an altercation in which she was brainwashed by one of his enemies.
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 Collected editions




Secret Avengers has been collected in the following hardcovers:



	Title
	Material Collected
	ISBN
	Publication Date



	Secret Avengers, Vol. 1: Mission to Mars
	Secret Avengers #1–5
	0785145990[image: External link]
	January 19, 2011



	Secret Avengers, Vol. 2: Eyes of the Dragon
	Secret Avengers #6–12
	0785146016[image: External link]
	July 6, 2011



	Fear Itself: Secret Avengers
	Secret Avengers #12.1, 13–15; Fear Itself: Black Widow #1
	078515177X[image: External link]
	February 22, 2012



	Secret Avengers, Vol. 3: Run the Mission, Don't Get Seen, Save the World
	Secret Avengers #16–21
	0785152555[image: External link]
	April 11, 2012



	Secret Avengers by Rick Remender Vol. 1: The Descendants
	Secret Avengers #21.1, 22–25
	078516118X[image: External link]
	August 8, 2012



	Secret Avengers by Rick Remender Vol. 2: Avengers vs. X-Men
	Secret Avengers #26–32
	0785161201[image: External link]
	December 2012



	Secret Avengers by Rick Remender Vol. 3
	Secret Avengers #33-37
	0785161228[image: External link]
	April 2013



	Secret Avengers Vol. 1: Reverie
	Secret Avengers Vol. 2 #1-5, material from Marvel Now ! Point One
	978-0785166887[image: External link]
	September 2013



	Secret Avengers Vol. 2: Iliad
	Secret Avengers Vol. 2 #6-11
	978-0785166894[image: External link]
	March 2014



	Secret Avengers Vol. 3: How to MA.I.M. a Mockingbird
	Secret Avengers Vol. 2 #12-16
	978-0785184829[image: External link]
	May 2014



	Secret Avengers Vol. 1: Let's Have a Problem
	Secret Avengers Vol. 3 #1-5, Original Sin: Secret Avengers Infinite Comic #1-2
	978-0785190523[image: External link]
	November 2014



	Secret Avengers Vol. 2: The Labyrinth
	Secret Avengers Vol. 3 #6-10
	978-0785190530[image: External link]
	March 2015



	Secret Avengers Vol. 3: God Level
	Secret Avengers Vol. 3 #11-15
	978-0785197102[image: External link]
	July 2015





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 In other media





	In the 2014 film Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Captain America's costume for most of the film is based on the "Super Soldier" costume worn by Steve Rogers in the first volume of Secret Avengers.

	In the animated series Avengers Assemble, after leaving the Avengers in "Avengers Disassembled", Captain America joins S.H.I.E.L.D. alongside Black Widow, Falcon, and Hulk under as the Secret Avengers. The first mission involved recovering a power source from HYDRA which led to the group meeting the Winter Guard[image: External link] and the discovery that the power source in question is the Russian Radioactive Man. The group eventually returns to the Avengers in the aftermath of "The Ultron Outbreak".

	In the 2011 videogame Marvel vs. Capcom 3: Fate of Two Worlds[image: External link], the DLC costume for Captain America is the "Super Soldier" costume worn by Steve Rogers in this series.
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Bucky






This article is about various superheroes. For other uses, see Bucky (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Bucky is the name used by several different fictional superheroes appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics, usually as a sidekick to Captain America. The original version was created by Joe Simon and Jack Kirby and first appeared in Captain America Comics #1 (cover-dated March 1941), which was published by Marvel's predecessor, Timely Comics.[1] The name has been borne by five male characters, the original Bucky Barnes as well as Fred Davis, Jack Monroe, Rick Jones, Lemar Hoskins and two female ones Julia Winters and Rikki Barnes.
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 James Buchanan Barnes




Main article: Bucky Barnes


James Buchanan "Bucky" Barnes was the first individual to use the Bucky alias before being brought back from supposed death[image: External link] as the brain-washed assassin Winter Soldier and later assumed the role of Captain America when Steve Rogers was presumed to be dead.
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 Powers and abilities




Having trained under Steve Rogers (the original Captain America in World War II) and others in the time leading up to World War II, "Bucky" Barnes is a master of hand-to-hand combat and martial arts, as well as being skilled in the use of military weapons such as firearms and grenades. He also used throwing knives on occasion and was a gifted advance scout. His time as the covert Soviet agent known as the Winter Soldier helped to further hone his skills, making him the equal to his predecessor in combat skills, and an expert assassin and spy. He is also fluent in many languages, including English, Spanish, Portuguese, German, Russian, Latin, and Japanese.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] He can understand French.[2]

Winter Soldier's left arm is a cybernetic prosthetic with superhuman strength and enhanced reaction time. The arm can function when not in contact with Barnes and can discharge bolts of electrical energy from its palm. The arm can discharge an EMP causing electronics to either shut down or become useless. The use of Barnes' EMP is shown when Barnes uses it to shut down a Nick Fury LMD and when he attempts to use it on Iron Man. The arm has a holographic function to disguise it as a flesh and blood arm.[citation needed[image: External link]]

As Captain America, he possesses the original, indestructible, vibranium alloy shield used by his predecessor, as well as a Kevlar[image: External link]/ Nomex[image: External link] blend, shock-absorbing costume. He often carries several conventional weapons such as knives, guns - mostly a Colt 1911-A1 .45 and a P08 Luger[image: External link] - and grenades.[citation needed[image: External link]]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Fred Davis




Fred Davis, created by Steve Englehart and Sal Buscema, first appeared in What If[image: External link] #4 (August 1977). He was the late-World War II and post-war Bucky.

Within the context of the stories, President Harry Truman[image: External link] feared the death of Captain America and Bucky, if revealed, would be a blow to morale. He asked William Naslund, a member of the Crusaders, to assume the identity of Captain America. Naslund was assisted by Fred Davis, a former bat-boy for the New York Yankees[image: External link], who had posed as Bucky in 1942. The new Captain America and Bucky finished the rest of the war and continued to fight crime with the All-Winners Squad. Naslund was killed in 1946, at which time Captain America's identity passed to Jeff Mace.[3] Davis assisted Mace until he was shot and wounded in 1948, forcing him to retire with a permanent limp.

In 1951, Davis joined the V-Battalion, a secret organization that hunted war criminals[image: External link], and eventually became one of its leaders.[4] Later in his life, he was killed by a Russian[image: External link] sleeper agent[image: External link], who wanted to send a message to the original Bucky.[5]
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Main article: Jack Monroe (comics)


In 1953, an orphan named Jack Monroe, who idolized Captain America and Bucky, discovered that his history teacher also had a similar passion, to the extent of undergoing plastic surgery to make him look like Steve Rogers and assuming his name as well. In addition, "Rogers" had discovered, in some old Nazi files stored in a warehouse in Germany[image: External link], the lost formula for the Super-Soldier serum that had given Captain America his abilities. The two used the serum and began to fight Communists as Captain America and Bucky.[6] Unfortunately, "Rogers" and Monroe were unaware of the stabilizing "Vita-Ray" process used on the original Captain America. As a result, despite their bodies being enhanced to peak human efficiency, they slowly grew paranoid[image: External link] and dangerously insane. By the middle of 1954 they were irrationally attacking anyone they perceived to be a Communist. In 1955 the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] managed to hunt them down and placed them in suspended animation. The 1950s Captain America and Bucky would be revived years later after the return of Steve Rogers, going on another rampage, and would be defeated by the man they had modeled themselves after.[7] Monroe was eventually cured of his insanity and took up the superhero identity of Nomad, an identity that Rogers himself had once taken in the 1970s (when he discarded Cap's mantle as a consequence of the Marvel-version of the Watergate Scandal[image: External link], engineered by the Secret Empire), even teaming up with the original Captain America on a number of occasions. At one point during his solo career, Monroe was injured severely enough to need to be placed in stasis once again. He was revived and brainwashed[image: External link] by Henry Peter Gyrich[image: External link] (who was in turn being manipulated by Baron Strucker). Monroe was then forced to become the new Scourge of the Underworld and sent to kill the reformed supervillain team known as the Thunderbolts. Monroe eventually broke free of the conditioning, helped the Thunderbolts to defeat Gyrich, and then disappeared.[8] Monroe was last seen reassuming his original Nomad costume. At this time, he had checked in on his former ward he called Bucky, who had since been adopted. Monroe was starting to have delusions again, and started hallucinating; his sanity was again destabilizing, as it had when he first became Bucky. In the same story, Jack Monroe was shot by the Winter Soldier (James Buchanan Barnes, the original Bucky) and dumped in the trunk of a car.[9]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
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Monroe had augmented strength and reflexes superior to that of any Olympic athlete. Monroe has extensive experience in hand-to-hand combat, having received personal tutoring by Captain America. He is also an expert marksman.
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Main article: Rick Jones (comics)


Soon after awakening in the modern age, Steve Rogers met Rick Jones. Jones donned the Bucky costume in an attempt to make himself Captain America's partner. However, Rogers was still wracked with guilt over the original Bucky's death, and refused to make this a permanent arrangement. While Jones' time in this identity is short lived and the task of measuring up to the original Bucky was daunting, he profited from it with invaluable training from Rogers.
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During his position as Bucky, Jones received training in combat gymnastics along with hand-to-hand combat by Captain America.
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Main article: Battlestar (comics)


As the Super-Patriot, John Walker teamed up with a group known as the Bold Urban Commandos (BUCkies) as a backup team who were sometimes used in staged attacks on the Super-Patriot during his public demonstrations.[10] Walker's main partner was African-American Lemar Hoskins who was allowed to continue to serve as Walker's partner when Walker became Captain America,[11] while the other Buckies, disgruntled after being left out by the Commission on Superhuman Activities, became Left-Winger[image: External link] and Right-Winger[image: External link]. Hoskins used the name and costume of Bucky until he realized the racist connotations of the alias when applied to him (prior to the American Civil War[image: External link], a male slave was often referred to as a "buck"). He then assumed the name "Battlestar".[12]
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Hoskins had superhuman strength, endurance, durability and resilience as a result of the experimental mutagenic process conducted on him by Karl Malus[image: External link] on behalf of the Power Broker[image: External link]. His agility and reflexes are of the order of a superior Olympic athlete. Hoskins is also highly trained in gymnastics and acrobatics. He is an exceptional hand-to-hand combatant, and received rigorous training in unarmed combat from the Commission on Superhuman Activities.
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Main article: Rikki Barnes


Rikki Barnes was from an alternate Earth[image: External link] created by Franklin Richards[image: External link] in the wake of the Onslaught[image: External link] incident. Rikki is still a member of the Young Allies[image: External link] on Counter-Earth. In the wake of the Onslaught Reborn series, another version of this character (from an alternate Heroes Reborn universe where the Avengers and Fantastic Four never left) has been transported to the mainstream Earth.[13] She sought to make contact with the new Captain America (Bucky Barnes) by contacting Patriot[image: External link], befriended the Patriot in the process.[14] In a new miniseries she is assuming the Nomad identity.[15]
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Rikki is a natural athlete who was trained by SHIELD and Captain America. She is a gifted fighter, marksman and acrobat with the familiarity with technological devices of a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent. As Bucky she wore a bulletproof costume modeled after the original Bucky. She also made use of a vibranium-photonic energy shield along with vibranium soled boots that allowed her to run up walls, move silently, leap greater distances and land from great heights. She also wielded a pistol.
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 Julia Winters




Other persons who have used the Bucky alias include an unnamed baby that Nomad looked after for a period (after which she was adopted and given the name Julia Winters).[16]
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 Other versions




In the DC Comics/Marvel Comics one-shot intercompany crossover[image: External link] Batman/Captain America (Dec. 1996), written and drawn by John Byrne and set during World War II, Bucky briefly takes Dick Grayson/Robin's place as Batman's sidekick, while Robin becomes Captain America's sidekick. In this alternate reality[image: External link] (set in one of DC Comics' numerous " Elseworlds[image: External link]" continuities), Bucky dies (off-page) as he had done in numerous Avengers and Captain America recollections.

In the alternate reality of the five-issue Bullet Points[image: External link] miniseries (Jan.-May 2005), James Barnes never teams up with Steve Rogers as the Super-Soldier program was never activated. However, Rogers volunteers for the 'Iron Man' program and as such, saves Barnes and several fellow soldiers from an advancing tank during the battle of Guadalcanal. Unfortunately he is not swift enough to save Barnes from severe damage to his legs.

In the alternate timeline of the 2005 "House of M" storyline, James Buchanan Barnes is one of the United States government agents (alongside Mimic[image: External link] and Nuke) sent to Genosha to kill Magneto and as many of his followers as possible. Nuke and Mimic served as a distraction while Agent Barnes sneaked into Magneto's headquarters;[17] and though he fatally stabs Professor Xavier, Bucky was killed by Magneto.[18]

In the second issue of the crossover miniseries Marvel Zombies vs. The Army of Darkness[image: External link], a zombified Winter Soldier appears and attempts to devour Dazzler[image: External link]. This version of the Winter Soldier is ultimately killed by Ash Williams[image: External link], who shoots his head off with his " boomstick[image: External link]", even having shot off his bionic arm.

The alternate reality[image: External link] Ultimate Marvel version of Bucky Barnes is an adult sidekick of Captain America (Steve Rogers). This version is Steve Rogers' childhood friend who accompanies on missions as an Army press photographer[image: External link].[19] Surviving the war and believing Captain America's death, Bucky eventually marries Gail Richards and has a large extended family. During which, Bucky is diagnosed as having lung cancer[image: External link] from chain smoking[image: External link] back in the War. Barnes and Gail both live to see Steve's revival in the 21st century and renews their friendship. After America was taken by the Liberators[image: External link], Bucky is captured at a cemetery with Steve and remains unseen.[20] However, both he and Gail are seen being taken into S.H.I.E.L.D. protective custody after it is discovered that the Red Skull is Steve's and Gail's illegitimate son.[21]

In the alternate reality[image: External link] Marvel MAX[image: External link] series U.S. War Machine[image: External link], Bucky was serving in the present as Captain America, as the Captain had died in his stead in World War II. Bucky was accompanied here by two assistants, Hawkeye and Falcon, neither wearing a costume and both addressed by their real names.

In the 2005 What If?[image: External link] event, the Captain America story, set during the American Civil War, featured Steve Rogers' commanding officer, Colonel Buck Barnes, whom the men called "Bucky". His mercenary tendencies led to Rogers' desertion, and when he later intervened in Rogers' transformation into Captain America, his face was destroyed, turning him into an undead being known as the White Skull.

In Ruins, which is set in a dystopian alternate future, Bucky is taken into custody alongside Victor Creed and others for several heinous crimes, including cannibalism.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

An alternate-universe Bucky appears in the 2011 miniseries Captain America Corps.[22]

A new Bucky named Steve Wilson-Bradley appears in an alternate timeline seen in Avengers: The Children's Crusade[image: External link]. This Bucky is the son of Elijah Bradley[image: External link] and Samantha Wilson (the daughter of the Falcon).[23]

In a world where all the Marvel characters are small children depicted in A-Babies vs. X-Babies, Bucky is Steve's teddy bear, named Bucky Bear. He is stolen by Scott Summers, igniting an enormous battle between the baby Avengers and the baby X-Men.[24]

The teenaged Bucky appears as a member of the Battleworld Runaways during the 2015 "Secret Wars[image: External link]" storyline.[25]
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Falcon (comics)






Samuel Thomas "Sam" Wilson is a fictional[image: External link] superhero appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. Created by writer-editor Stan Lee and artist Gene Colan, and introduced in Captain America #117 (Sept. 1969), the character is mainstream comics' first African-American superhero.[1] As the superhero Falcon, Wilson uses mechanical wings to fly, granting him limited telepathic and empathic control over birds. Following Steve Rogers' retirement, Wilson becomes the newest Captain America and leader of the Avengers. A similar, unrelated character of the same name and powers was created in 1939 by writer-artist Bill Everett[image: External link] for Marvel Comics' predecessor company, Timely Comics.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Wilson's deceased nephew was the Incredible Hulk's sometime-sidekick Jim Wilson[image: External link], one of the first openly HIV-positive[image: External link] comic-book characters. Jim Wilson's father Gideon Wilson would go on to join the Gamma Corps[image: External link]. Sam also has parents named Paul and Darlene Wilson, a sister named Sarah Casper, a nephew named Jody Toby Casper,[2] and an unnamed niece.[3]

Anthony Mackie[image: External link] portrays Sam Wilson / Falcon in the 2014 Marvel Studios[image: External link] film, Captain America: The Winter Soldier and reprises his role in Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), Ant-Man[image: External link] (2015) and Captain America: Civil War (2016).
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Samuel Thomas Wilson, known as the Falcon, was the first African-American superhero in mainstream comic books[image: External link],[1] and also the first superhero of African descent not to have the word "black" as part of his superhero name. The character first appeared[image: External link] in Captain America #117 (Sept. 1969).[4] Marvel had previously introduced the Black Panther, a native of the fictional African[image: External link] country Wakanda. The first African-American starring character in comics was Dell Comics' Old West[image: External link] gunfighter[image: External link] Lobo[image: External link], introduced in 1965.

Created by writer-editor Stan Lee and artist Gene Colan,[4] he came about, Colan recalled in 2008,


...in the late 1960s [when news of the] Vietnam War[image: External link] and civil rights[image: External link] protests were regular occurrences, and Stan, always wanting to be at the forefront of things, started bringing these headlines into the comics. ... One of the biggest steps we took in this direction came in Captain America. I enjoyed drawing people of every kind. I drew as many different types of people as I could into the scenes I illustrated, and I loved drawing black people. I always found their features interesting and so much of their strength, spirit and wisdom written on their faces. I approached Stan, as I remember, with the idea of introducing an African-American hero and he took to it right away. ... I looked at several African-American magazines, and used them as the basis of inspiration for bringing The Falcon to life.[5]



He was introduced as an unnamed former resident of New York City[image: External link]'s Harlem[image: External link] neighborhood, who had adopted a wild falcon he trained and named Redwing. (His own name, Sam Wilson, was not given until page five of the following issue.) When a group of men on an island "in the tropics" wanted a hunting falcon, Wilson answered the ad, only to discover that the self-dubbed "Exiles" were former Nazis[image: External link] in league with the supervillain[image: External link] the Red Skull. He escaped, but remained on the island to organize the natives to confront the Exiles, who had turned them into serfs[image: External link]. At the urging of Steve Rogers, whom he later learned was Captain America, Wilson took on the costumed identity of the Falcon and underwent training with Rogers in order to better inspire the villagers and lead the fight.[6]

Through most of the 1970s, the Falcon and Captain America were a team in New York City, and the series was cover-billed Captain America and the Falcon from issues #134–192 and 194–222 (February 1971 – June 1978),[7] though still copyrighted as Captain America. In issue #186 (June 1975), writer Steve Englehart retconned[image: External link] aspects of the Falcon's past. Originally depicted as a former social worker[image: External link], motivated by a desire to better the lives of inner-city youth, the Falcon was revealed as a mob-connected thug whose memories were altered by the reality-warping Cosmic Cube.

The Falcon briefly joined the superhero team the Defenders, appearing in issues #62–64 (August–October 1978), and was a member of the Avengers from issues #183–194 (May 1979 – April 1980). He starred in his own four-issue miniseries in 1983, written by Jim Owsley[image: External link]. Its first issue was illustrated by Paul Smith[image: External link] with the final three issues by Mark Bright[image: External link]. The series revealed that the Falcon was a mutant[image: External link], although this development was later retconned in the Avengers 2001 Annual.[8]

After regularly appearing in Captain America vol. 2 (November 1996 – November 1997), the Falcon rejoined the Avengers in The Avengers vol. 3, #1 (February 1998). This time, he remained with the team, becoming one of its most prominent members by issue #57 (Oct. 2002). Concurrently, he was also a supporting character in Captain America vols. 3–4 (January 1998 – February 2002 and June 2002 – December 2004). The Falcon next appeared in the short-lived Captain America and the Falcon series, in 2004 and 2005. After the events of the storyline "Avengers Disassembled", when the Scarlet Witch temporarily restored his criminal personality, the Falcon became a supporting character in Captain America vol. 5 (January 2005 – July 2009). The Falcon continued to play a significant role in the series after it returned to its original numbering, beginning with Captain America #600 (Aug. 2009).

Falcon was a member of the Avengers in the 2012 Marvel NOW! relaunch.[9]

On July 16, 2014 Marvel Comics announced that Sam Wilson would relinquish the mantle of Falcon and would become the new Captain America, succeeding Steve Rogers in the role.[10] An ongoing series starring Sam Wilson as Captain America launched in October 2015, as part of Marvel's post-Secret Wars[image: External link] relaunch, written by Nick Spencer and Daniel Acuña.[11]
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Samuel Thomas Wilson was born in Harlem[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], to Paul Wilson, a prominent minister, and Darlene Wilson. Wilson has a happy childhood and finds he has a natural affinity for birds. He takes up training pigeons, and has the largest pigeon coop in Harlem.[12] In his teens, however, encounters with racism leave him jaded.[13] When he is 16, Wilson refuses to join the church, believing his deeply religious parents to be ignorant for their faith. To his surprise, rather than put up a fight, his parents provide him with books on different religions and comparative theology. The next night, however, Sam's father is killed trying to break up a neighborhood fight (originally Paul was said to have been killed when Sam was 9 years old).[14] Two years later, his mother is shot and killed by a mugger one block from their apartment. Consumed by grief and "angry at the world" Sam turns his back on his past as a respected community volunteer. He moves to Los Angeles[image: External link] and creates a new persona: "Snap" Wilson, a professional criminal and gang member.[15][16]

While Snap is on his way to "a big score in Rio de Janeiro[image: External link]", his plane crashes on Exile Island (years later, he would say "I actually loved this place quite a bit. It's where I met my two best friends," referring to Captain America and Redwing).[17] The once-peaceful island had been taken over by the Exiles[image: External link], a group of would-be world conquerors who had collaborated with the Nazi[image: External link] supervillain[image: External link] the Red Skull during World War II. More recently, they had been betrayed by the Red Skull, and were forced to remain in hiding on the island, enslaving the natives. Wilson finds and befriends Redwing, a falcon with which he feels a remarkably strong bond.[18]
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As part of a plot against Captain America, the Red Skull uses the Cosmic Cube, a creation that allows its user to alter reality, to mentally fuse Wilson with Redwing, creating a "super-normal mental link" that would, with time and concentration, give Wilson broad powers over all birds.[19][20] Next, the Skull uses the Cube to rewrite the past and erase the years Wilson had spent angrily living as Snap Wilson. In this new history, Wilson was an upright and cheerful social worker[image: External link] who is eventually lured to the Exiles' island and organizes the natives to fight for their freedom. Steve Rogers (Captain America) befriends him there and convinces Wilson to adopt a persona to inspire the natives in their rebellion. The two create the costumed persona the Falcon and train together extensively before attacking and defeating the Exiles and the Red Skull.[12] The Falcon becomes Captain America's regular partner in crime-fighting,[21] and briefly even takes on the Captain America costume and identity when Rogers is believed to have been killed.[22]

Later, again as the Falcon, Wilson receives help from the Black Panther, who creates a harness for Wilson, allowing him to fly.[23] When Rogers briefly abandons his Captain America identity, others attempt to take up the mantle, including a young man named Roscoe whom the Falcon mentors. When the Red Skull eventually kills Roscoe, Rogers again becomes Captain America.[24]

Soon afterward, the Red Skull reveals the Falcon's true past as Snap Wilson, and unsuccessfully attempts to use the Cosmic Cube to make the Falcon kill Captain America.[25] Now aware of his past but deciding to continue as a hero, the Falcon is eventually named head of the Super Agents at the espionage agency S.H.I.E.L.D..[26]

US government superhero liaison Henry Peter Gyrich[image: External link] then recruits Wilson, one of the few active African-American superheroes, to fill a mandated racial quota for the venerable team the Avengers.[27] Resentful of being a "token", the Falcon quits at the first opportunity. He debuts a new costume when he fights the supervillain Taskmaster.[28]
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Falcon becomes a member of the new team of Avengers assembled to fight the international menace Scorpio as a United Nations peacekeeping agency. By this point, Falcon had discovered that he could extend his telepathic bond with Redwing, allowing him to control other birds and "see" through their eyes. He uses this ability to spy on Henry Gyrich (now the Avengers' liaison with the United Nations) and discovers that the United States' Secretary of Defense, Dell Rusk, has been pressuring Gyrich to spy on the Avengers and turn over their secrets. Although initially hostile to one another, Falcon convinces Gyrich to help the Avengers spy on Rusk, feeding him false information while gathering evidence to expose him. They discover that Rusk is actually the Red Skull, who has launched a biological weapon attack on America, intending to use the ensuing panic to gain control over America's government and start a war with other countries. Falcon is instrumental in defeating the Red Skull.[29]

It is around this period of time that, a new "Captain America" secretly created by the Office of Naval Intelligence[image: External link] (O.N.I.) goes rogue and begins eliminating anything and anyone he sees as a source of terrorism. To draw out this agent (dubbed "The Anti-Cap[image: External link]"), O.N.I. leaks information about their involvement in a biological weapons[image: External link] project with the notorious Rivas Family, powerful Cuban drug lords. Reporter and social activist Leila Taylor investigates this rumor and attempts to smuggle a sample of the virus into America, but she is arrested by U.S. forces in Cuba. Falcon, who is a friend of Taylor, breaks her out of prison and investigates her claims, destroying the Rivas Family's biological weapons lab and obtaining a sample of the mysterious virus they were developing for O.N.I. Falcon is able to fly Leila back to America (although his flying harness is destroyed in a hurricane) while Captain America follows Falcon's directions and retrieves the virus sample. The Anti-Cap kills the head of the Rivas family, and pursues Leila, Falcon, and Cap, intent on obtaining the virus sample. After reuniting, Falcon and Captain America are able to barely defeat the Anti-Cap. Realizing that O.N.I.'s goal was to draw out their rogue agent to execute him, Captain America arranges to have the Anti-Cap secretly imprisoned in the Wakandan embassy until O.N.I. agrees not to kill him.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Since Captain America and Falcon now possess both O.N.I.'s rogue agent and the last remaining sample of O.N.I.'s virus, O.N.I. begins to put increasing amounts of pressure on the heroes. Falcon is especially targeted – he had broken Leila out of Federal Custody, and his criminal history makes it easier for O.N.I. to create further false charges against him. Falcon soon finds himself on the run from O.N.I.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Meanwhile, the superheroine the Scarlet Witch, having gone insane, begins using her powers to re-create many of the Avengers' greatest trials and tragedies. She destabilizes the Falcon's mind, causing him to act increasingly like his "Snap" persona. He begins carrying a gun, keeps secrets from his friends, assaults Leila's boyfriend Norman when he protests they go into hiding, and uses a high power rifle to shoot at his friend Robbie Robertson[image: External link] (to fool Robbie into thinking O.N.I. was threatening to kill him). Although they succeed in exposing the illegal activities of O.N.I. and clear Wilson's name, Sam's methods cause his relationship with Captain America to become strained. Cap confronts Falcon about his recent actions, and Falcon, angered at what he sees as an ultimatum, terminates their partnership. As they are walking away, Norman (who blames Falcon for the end of his relationship with Leila) appears and shoots at Falcon. Captain America is seriously injured by the stray bullets, and even appears to die. The shock of watching his best friend seemingly die because of his actions has a powerful affect on Sam, who briefly gives up being Falcon and reexamines his life.[30]

Sam Wilson reappears as Falcon in the 2005 "House of M" storyline and in the 2006–07 "Civil War" storyline.[31] In the latter, he supports Captain America against the Superhuman Registration Act. When the Captain becomes incapacitated, Falcon temporarily assumes leadership of the "Secret Avengers" rebel group.[32] Following Captain America's assassination by the machinations of the Red Skull, the Falcon registers with the government and is made responsible for Harlem, although he continues to maintain contact with the underground New Avengers.[33] He is also called upon to investigate the Captain's assassination by locating Winter Soldier and tracking down the Red Skull.[34]
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Wilson appears in the 2010 Shadowland[image: External link] storyline as Falcon, after which he becomes an operative in the new incarnation of the Heroes for Hire team, in the book of the same name.[35] He later appears in the 2012 Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link] storyline, helping She-Hulk[image: External link] and several other Avengers contain the students at the Jean Grey School for Higher Learning[image: External link].[36]

During the Marvel NOW! relaunch, Wilson rejoins the Avengers after Iron Man and Captain America choose to expand the team's line-up.[37] After Rogers is aged into an old man, he appoints Wilson as his 'official' replacement as Captain America.[38] During a confrontation with the Red Skull's daughter Sin, it is revealed that the "Snap" identity was a fake memory implanted into Sam by the Red Skull in an attempt to discredit the hero through racism.[39]

As part of the All-New, All-Different Marvel event, Captain America investigated the disappearance of Mexican teenager Joaquin Torres after he was abducted by the Sons of the Serpent.[40] After fighting Armadillo and capturing the leader of the hate group,[41] Captain America discovered that Joaquin was being used in the experiments of Karl Malus[image: External link] who turned Joaquin into a bird/human hybrid using Captain America's pet bird Redwing. When Karl Malus was defeated, Captain America took Joaquin in.[42] When it was discovered Joaquin's bird/human hybrid condition wasn't temporary, Captain America learned from Claire Temple[image: External link] that Joaquin's condition was permanent due to Redwing being vampiric and sporting a healing factor.[43] When Captain America was captured by the Serpent Society and thrown out the window by Viper, he was saved by Joaquin.[44] Using his link with Redwing, Captain America telepathically sent Joaquin the knowledge on how to fight where he held his own until Misty Knight[image: External link] and Demolition Man showed up. After the Serpent Society was defeated, Captain America allowed Joaquin to become his sidekick, enabling him to become the new Falcon.[45]

During the Avengers: Standoff! storyline, Sam, after defeating the Green Skull, is contacted by Whisperer (an alias of Rick Jones). After meeting Whisperer, he learns that S.H.I.E.L.D. never discarded the Kobik project as he thought they did. He meets with Steve Rogers, where they follow a lead to a town in Connecticut and are later picked up by S.H.I.E.L.D. agents.[46] He then meets the Winter Soldier and rescue S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Avril Kincaid from the Blood Brothers[image: External link], who informs them of a super-weapon hidden in the town that Baron Zemo[image: External link] and the other villains are looking for. They then head to the bowling alley where Kobik uses her powers to restore Steve Rogers to his prime when he was about to be killed by Crossbones. They begin looking for Kobik again only to discover that Baron Zemo had Fixer[image: External link] invent a device that would help find Kobik as Kraven the Hunter[image: External link] rallies the villains to help with their goals. Upon not being able to successfully locate Kobik, Steve Rogers decides to rally the heroes so that they can take the fight to Baron Zemo.[47] In the aftermath of the incident, Steve and Sam plan to keep what happened at Pleasant Hill under wraps at the time being.[48]

After the Standoff! event, Sam begins to face public backlash over the fact that people want him to return the shield and mantle of Captain America to Steve and that Maria Hill will not be facing the consequences of what happened on Pleasant Hill. He and Steve then begin to secretly plan for a way to get Hill to face her crimes publicly. During a press conference, Sam encounters the mercenary Chance[image: External link] who was about to kill Steve in the middle of his speech. After defeating him, Sam receives a hero's welcome when Steve announces him to the public as Captain America. While getting arrested, Chance tells Sam that he was on Pleasant Hill and that he didn't agree with the heroes' actions.[49]

During the Civil War II[image: External link] storyline, Captain America attended War Machine's funeral, where he delivered an inspirational speech. Months later, Wilson watched a TV broadcast about former New Warrior Rage[image: External link] engaging in a fight with the Americops[image: External link], a private police force funded by Keane Industries, in Brooklyn[image: External link]. Intending to stop the fight, Wilson, along with Redwing and Falcon, left to try to contain the situation. Sam managed to stop the fight, although not without fighting the Americops, for which he knew the media would portray him negatively. As he was leaving, he was suddenly attacked from behind by U.S. Agent. After a brief argument, Captain America and U.S. Agent begin to fight, with U.S. Agent gaining the upper hand, until Sam drags him into a tunnel where the darkness and the great horned owls that reside in it allow him to win the fight. After defeating U.S. Agent and receiving an argument from Rage, Wilson returns to his headquarters where he decides to put a tiny implant in his brain that will enhance his ability to see what birds see, enabling him to transmit them into a data storage facility, that converts them into images and videos. He then decides to further investigate the Americops to find proof of their violent activities.[50]

While accompanying Steve Rogers on a mission to stop Flag-Smasher's latest assault, Wilson fails to save a senator from being shot by the villain, further compromising his current public image. This is subsequently revealed to have been deliberately staged by Rogers - currently converted to believe himself to have been a Hydra sleeper agent since childhood upon being reprogrammed by Red Skull's clone using the powers of Kobik. Using his greater familiarity with the shield, Rogers deliberately put Wilson in a position where he would be unable to use the shield to save the senator, with the final goal of demoralizing Sam to the point where he will return the shield to Rogers of his own free will (not wanting to kill Wilson and risk creating a martyr).[51]

After discovering that Rage was arrested and accused of robbing a pawn shop which Man Mountain Marko[image: External link] and Speed Demon[image: External link] committed, Sam offers him professional help from other heroes but Rage turns it down, preferring that he should be the one to prove his innocence. After consulting with his brother and Rogers, Sam posts a video on the internet showing footage of the Americops beating up Rage, exposing their violent activities. During Rage's trial, a frustrated Sam leaves the courtroom and captures Speed Demon, who confesses to his and Man Mountain Marko's involvement in the pawn shop robbery. Upon returning to the court, Misty tells Sam that the verdict was already given. While people protested over Rage's arrest, Sam tries his best to calm them down. After Rage gets beaten up in prison, Sam visits him at the hospital where Claire Temple tells him that he may not survive due to his severe injuries. Back at HQ, Misty finds a letter left by Sam, who tells her that he is giving up the mantle of Captain America and returning the shield to Steve Rogers, believing that he is not up to the task.[52]

During the Secret Empire storyline, Sam, after spending some alone time in the desert, returns to the city only to discover Hydra's takeover and Steve Rogers revealed to be their leader. After rescuing a woman and her Inhuman daughter from Hydra enforcers, Sam reluctantly helps them in getting somewhere safe. After reuniting with Misty Knight and Demolition Man, Sam begins to help other Inhumans in getting smuggled out of the country. Upon helping Ant-Man[image: External link] smuggle his daughter Cassandra Lang[image: External link], he is offered to join the Underground resistance but he turns it down. Sam then meets Ant-Man at a bar, who came with a small group of heroes led by Hawkeye.[53] When Hawkeye and the Tony Stark A.I. reveal that Kobik was responsible for Steve's change, Sam agrees to get them smuggled out of the country so they can find the Cosmic Cube's fragments.[54]

Wilson will return to the role of Captain America in Marvel's Generations[image: External link].
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In his earliest appearances, Wilson exhibits a close bond with his bird Redwing, which is confirmed as being a telepathic link by Professor X in Captain America #174 . The Red Skull later reveals that he had used the Cosmic Cube to create a "super-normal mental link" between Sam Wilson and Redwing.[55] Falcon later recalled the experience, stating "Hurt like hell. Being mentally fused with that falcon. Able to see through his eyes."[56]

Wilson eventually revealed that he has been able to extend this empathic link. "I'm always psychically connected with Redwing, but through concentration, I've recently tapped into another ability – I'm able to link-up with other birds. ... I have over six billion pairs of eyes in the United States alone." He used this ability to quickly search New York City when the criminal Scarecrow[image: External link] kidnapped two children,[57] as well as to spy on Senator Dell Rusk (actually the Red Skull in disguise) and Henry Peter Gyrich.[58] He is also apparently able to access the memories of birds, and see things they had witnessed in the past (although birds have a different concept of the passage of time, which makes it difficult for him to know when any events they witnessed occurred).[59]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Uniform and flight harness




Wilson's original Falcon wing harness featured detachable jet-powered glider wings made of lightweight titanium ribbing and Mylar. The wings were covered with wafer-thin solar power receptors that convert sunlight into electricity to power miniature high-speed electric turbine fans in his uniform and boots. The wings detached and reattached to his uniform cybernetically. The harness was destroyed in Captain America and the Falcon #2 (2004). The uniform was made of synthetic stretch fabric lined with a steel-alloy mesh.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

After the original flying harness's destruction in a 2004 storyline,[60] the Black Panther supplied Falcon with a new costume and wings. An emitter array on Falcon's back creates holographic "hard light" wings with a maximum wingspan of up to 50 feet (15 m). Controlled by a cybernetic link, the wings can be instantly reconfigured into "dozens of different cruise configurations". A "magnetic drive", in turn, provides the thrust needed to get Falcon airborne. The emitter also possesses GPS jamming devices that prevent satellite[image: External link] tracking, while the hard-light wings interfere with infra-red tracking. A vibranium microweave was added to the costume itself, making Falcon resistant to small arms fire.[61] The entire system is controlled mentally through cybernetic circuitry in the Falcon's mask. The costume has in the past featured a hidden "talon," a cybernetically controlled grappling line built into the gauntlets of his costume which he uses to entangle opponents, hook objects, or for swinging and climbing when his wings are detached. The costume's visors come equipped with various capabilities, including infrared lenses, giving him the ability to see objects by their infrared signature at night, magnification capabilities, and remote imaging sensors that allow a full 360 degree of vision when activated. The cowl also has a wide band receiver and transmitter with an unspecified range. The suit was originally built by the Black Panther,[62] with costume modifications by Desmond Burrell.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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As part of the All-New, All-Different Marvel event, Captain America investigated the disappearance of Mexican teenager Joaquin Torres after he was abducted by the Sons of the Serpent.[40] Captain America discovered that Joaquin was being used in the experiments of Karl Malus[image: External link] who turned Joaquin into a bird/human hybrid using Captain America's pet bird Redwing. When Karl Malus was defeated, Captain America took Joaquin in.[42] When it was discovered Joaquin's bird/human hybrid condition wasn't temporary, Captain America learned from Claire Temple[image: External link] that Joaquin's condition was permanent due to Redwing being vampiric and sporting a healing factor.[43] When Captain America was captured by the Serpent Society and thrown out the window by Viper, he was saved by Joaquin.[44] Using his link with Redwing, Captain America telepathically sent Joaquin the knowledge on how to fight where he held his own until Misty Knight[image: External link] and Demolition Man showed up. After the Serpent Society was defeated, Captain America allowed Joaquin to become his sidekick, enabling him to become the new Falcon.[45]

During the "Secret Empire" storyline, Falcon II and Ironheart join the Champions[image: External link] when they join up with the Underground.[63]
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Main article: Vulture (Marvel Comics)[image: External link]


Adrian Toomes later developed a modified version of his Electromagnetic Wing Harness that has a reinforced helmet and lightweight, razor-sharp, nano-woven wings which responded to his mental commands where he took on the name Falcon where he believed the name to be vacant at the time. He robbed a location in East Village where he fought Spider-Man until they were immobilized by a new Trapster[image: External link] who made off with Falcon's loot.[64]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other versions





	Same Wilson / Falcon appears as one of the zombified heroes in the Marvel Zombies[image: External link] universe. Initially, he is among the many heroes summoned by Nick Fury to fight off the infection, but he winds up being infected.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Afterwards, in Marvel Zombies 3[image: External link], he, along with other wing-laden characters (Angel, Beak[image: External link] and Vulture[image: External link]), attack Machine Man, Ultron and Jocasta[image: External link] as soon as they arrive in this ravaged universe, but he and the others are quickly killed by Machine Man.[65]


	In Amazing Spider-Girl[image: External link] #7, which is part of the MC2[image: External link] universe, Wilson was revealed to be dead. However, the Ladyhawk[image: External link] twins wear attire similar to his first costume, from before he had the mantle of either Falcon or Captain America.

	In the "Once and Future King" story arc from Black Panther, a retired Sam Wilson is shown as the mayor of New York City 25 years into the future. He comes out of retirement for one final mission to help Black Panther defeat T'charra, T'Chaka's treasonous son.[66]





	In the Ultimate Marvel universe, Samuel Wilson is an explorer, adventurer, and scientist who uses a backpack with high-tech folding wings to fly as the Eagle. Wilson first appeared in Ultimate Nightmare[image: External link] and then worked on the Vision, demonstrating a high level of technological understanding and confronted George Tarleton[image: External link] of A.I.M. aboard a space station studying a Gah Lak Tus[image: External link] module.[67] He is an agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. rather than an official member of the Ultimates[image: External link] or Reserves. He has served with or under General Nick Fury, and was a member of the armed forces but retired to pursue scientific interests. This version appears to be an accomplished combatant, especially when using the sharp edge of the metal wings he wears as a weapon, which are controlled through the help of nanotechnology[image: External link], with which he can communicate and retrieve computer information. The wings are partially self-repairing, as referenced in Ultimate Extinction[image: External link].[68]


	In Marvel's MAX[image: External link] imprint[image: External link] series U.S. War Machine, Wilson appeared alongside Captain America and Hawkeye; he and Hawkeye served as Captain America's backup and wore no costumes, only being addressed by their real names. In this reality, Captain America was actually Bucky wearing the Captain's uniform as here the Captain had died in World War II in his stead.

	In the 2006 comic What If Captain America had fought in the Civil War?[image: External link], the Earth-717[image: External link] version of Wilson was an orphan raised by a Shawnee[image: External link] medicine man[image: External link], and grew up to fight in the American Civil War[image: External link] as part of an Indian volunteer regiment. He performs a ritual to give Steven Rogers the power of We-Pi-Ahk, the Eagle Spirit, and has a red eagle painted on his chest for this ceremony. He is killed by Colonel Barnes (who in this reality is the White Skull).

	In the "Heroes Reborn" universe, created by Franklin Richards[image: External link], a version of Samuel Wilson appears. His father, Abraham "Abe" Wilson fought alongside Captain America during World War II, but is later killed by Master Man's army.[69] During the fight, Abe's son Sam Wilson is shot in a fight and gravely wounded, but Captain America saves his life by giving him a transfusion of the Super-Soldier's own blood. Consequently, Wilson gains superhuman abilities comparable to those of Captain America. His military nickname, "The Falcon", becomes his superhero code name, avenges his father by beating Master Man, and along with Captain America, and Nick Fury defeat the Red Skull's plans for world domination.[70]


	In an alternate reality[image: External link], Sam - under his gang name "Snap" - is a member of a secret rebellion force in a United States turned fascist who aids Captain America in beating an impostor and leading the chastised nation back to its democratic roots.[71]


	In an alternate timeline seen in Avengers: The Children's Crusade[image: External link], Sam was succeeded as the Falcon by his daughter Samantha. Samantha is shown as a member of the Avengers alongside her husband Eli[image: External link] (the new Captain America), and their son Steve (the new Bucky).[72]


	In Daredevil: End of Days[image: External link], Wilson is briefly shown as the future president of the United States of America.[73]


	During the Secret Wars[image: External link] storyline, an alternate, naturally-winged version of Sam Wilson is a member of the Thor Corps (which are the police force of Battleworld[image: External link]). He and the Thor Corps members arrest Miss America[image: External link] after she violates Doom's laws by throwing a Megalodon[image: External link] that attacked Arcadia far enough to go over the Shield and end up in the Deadlands.[74]


	A female version of Sam Wilson (Samantha T. Wilson) serves as the original Captain America of the Spider-Gwen[image: External link] universe of Earth-65. When World War II struck, she became one of the first female African-American pilots in the U.S. military. Eventually, she was recruited into Project Rebirth, and was chosen to undergo the procedure when the other candidates Bucky, Steve Rogers, and Isaiah Bradley were badly injured by Nazi agents. After this, she became Captain America, and fought the Nazis. When the Nazis attempted to summon creatures from another dimension, she entered said dimension to hold off the invading forces, un-aging in this reality for nearly 75 years. When she finally defeated them and returned to her home dimension of Earth-65, she was recruited by S.H.I.E.L.D. director Peggy Carter to continue her service as Captain America as one of her agents.[75]

	Another version of Sam Wilson appears in the Spider-Gwen[image: External link] universe of Earth-65. He is the male clone of Samantha Wilson and is also this universe's Falcon where he works as Captain America's sidekick. Falcon is known as Sam 13 and is an expert sniper-assassin. He is aided by Redwing (who in this reality is a robotic falcon) where Sam 13 used him for assault and reconnaissance. Falcon and Redwing first come into contact with Spider-Woman while she was fighting Lizard.[75]
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	The Falcon (along with his bird Redwing) appeared as a member of the Avengers in the television series The Avengers: United They Stand, voiced by Martin Roach. The Falcon was not Sam Wilson.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Sam Wilson appears as the Falcon along with his bird Redwing in The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link], with Falcon voiced by Alimi Ballard[image: External link] and Redwing's vocal effects provided by Steven Blum[image: External link].[76] In this version, he is capable of launching his "feathers" at his enemies.

	Sam Wilson / Falson appears in The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes episodes "Nightmare in Red", "Code Red", and "Avengers Assemble!", voiced by Lance Reddick[image: External link].[77] Alongside Doc Samson, Falcon is a mind-controlled servant of Dell Rusk.

	Sam Wilson / Falcon appears as one of the main characters in the animated series Avengers Assemble, voiced by Bumper Robinson[image: External link].[78][79] This iteration of Sam Wilson is depicted as a 17-year-old S.H.I.E.L.D. operative that Tony Stark had an eye on. When the Avengers brought together to save Captain America from the Red Skull, Sam was originally offered the War Machine armor, but turned it down in favor of the Falcon armor. Wilson later dons a new version of his armor where there is a beak-shaped visor over his eyes. The wing pack is capable of detaching itself from the rest of the armor to become "Redwing Mode" and fly by itself to the point where it can whip up tornadoes.

	Wilson appears in Ultimate Spider-Man: Web Warriors[image: External link], voiced again by Bumper Robinson.[80] He appears in the episodes "Avenging Spider-Man, Part 1 and 2" and "Contest of Champions, Part 4".

	Wilson appears in the Lego Marvel Super Heroes: Maximum Overload[image: External link] mini-series, voiced again by Bumper Robinson.[citation needed[image: External link]]






	Falcon appears in the Japanese anime[image: External link] series Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers, voiced by Kaito Ishikawa[image: External link] in the Japanese version.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Anthony Mackie[image: External link] portrays Sam Wilson in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, with the character's first appearance being in the 2014 film Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[81][82] In the film, Wilson uses a pair of submachine guns[image: External link] as his main weapons and flies using a jet pack[image: External link] with articulated wings.[83] Mackie reprises the role in the 2015 films Avengers: Age of Ultron,[84] and Ant-Man[image: External link],[85] and the 2016 film Captain America: Civil War.[86][87] Redwing makes a first appearance in Civil War as Falcon's bird-based robotic drone.[88]


	Mackie will reprise the role in Avengers: Infinity War (2018),[citation needed[image: External link]] and its untitled sequel (2019).[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Falcon makes a cameo appearance in Iron Man and Captain America: Heroes United[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Theatre





	Sam Wilson appears in the Marvel Universe: LIVE![image: External link] arena stage show[image: External link].[89]
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	Falcon appears as a playable character in the Marvel Super Hero Squad[image: External link] video game and its sequel Marvel Super Hero Squad: The Infinity Gauntlet[image: External link], with Alimi Ballard reprising the role.

	Falcon is once again a playable character in the game Marvel Super Hero Squad: Comic Combat[image: External link], with Ballard voicing the role.

	Falcon is a playable character in Marvel Super Hero Squad Online[image: External link].

	Falcon appears as DLC[image: External link] in Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link],[90] voiced by Andrew Kishino[image: External link].

	Falcon appears in the Facebook[image: External link] game Marvel: Avengers Alliance.[91] He appears in the 17th Spec Ops game loosely based upon the events of Captain America: The Winter Soldier.

	The movie version of Falcon appears as a Team-Up character in Marvel Heroes[image: External link],[92] voiced by Bumper Robinson[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] An alternate version of Sam Wilson as Captain America was later added to the game.[93]


	Falcon appears as a playable character in Disney Infinity: Marvel Super Heroes,[94] with Bumper Robinson reprising the role.[citation needed[image: External link]] Falcon's wings are also available as a usable vehicle for other heroes.[95] He also appears in Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The movie version of Falcon appears as a playable character in Marvel: Future Fight[image: External link].[96] An alternate version of Sam Wilson as Captain America was later added to celebrate the 4th of July.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Falcon is a playable character in Lego Marvel's Avengers,[97] voiced by Anthony Mackie[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] He is also available in his Classic Variant and his Captain America appearance. His Civil War appearance is available through DLC.

	Falcon appears as a playable character in Playmation: Avengers.[98]


	A teenage version of Falcon appears as a playable character in Marvel Avengers Academy, voiced by A$AP Rocky[image: External link].[99]


	Two versions of Sam Wilson are playable characters in the match-three mobile game Marvel Puzzle Quest[image: External link]. Wilson as Captain America was added to the game in August 2015.[100]
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 Reception




Wilson was placed as the 96th greatest comic book hero by IGN, which opined that the partnership between him and Steve Rogers forms one of the greatest crime fighting duos in comics,[101] and as #45 on their list of the "Top 50 Avengers".[102]
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Black Widow (Natasha Romanova)






For other Marvel Comics characters of the same name, see Black Widow (Marvel Comics).

Black Widow ( Russian[image: External link]: Чёрная вдова, transliterated[image: External link] Chyornaya Vdova) (Natalia Alianovna "Natasha" Romanova,[1] Russian: Наталья Альяновна "Наташа" Романова, also known as Natasha Romanoff) is a fictional superhero appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. Created by editor and plotter Stan Lee, scripter Don Rico[image: External link], and artist Don Heck, the character first appeared in Tales of Suspense No. 52 (April 1964). The character was first introduced as a Russian[image: External link] spy, an antagonist of the superhero Iron Man. She later defected[image: External link] to the United States, becoming an agent of the fictional spy agency S.H.I.E.L.D., and a member of the superhero team the Avengers.

Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] portrayed the character in the films Iron Man 2 (2010), The Avengers (2012), Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014), Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015) and Captain America: Civil War (2016) as a part of the Marvel Cinematic Universe franchise.



TOP
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The Black Widow's first appearances were as a recurring, non-costumed, Russian[image: External link]-spy antagonist in the feature "Iron Man", beginning in Tales of Suspense No. 52 (April 1964). Five issues later, she recruited the besotted costumed archer and later superhero Hawkeye to her cause. Her government later supplied her with her first Black Widow costume and high-tech weaponry, but she eventually defected to the United States after appearing, temporarily brainwashed against the U.S., in the superhero-team series The Avengers[image: External link] No. 29 (July 1966). The Widow later became a recurring ally of the team before officially becoming its sixteenth member many years later.

The Black Widow was visually updated in 1970: The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] No. 86 (July 1970) reintroduced her with shoulder-length red hair (instead of her former short black hair), a skintight black costume, and wristbands which fired spider threads. This would become the appearance most commonly associated with the character.[2]

In short order, The Black Widow starred in her own series in Amazing Adventures #1–8 (Aug. 1970–Sept. 1971), sharing that split book with the feature Inhumans. The Black Widow feature was dropped after only eight issues (the Inhumans feature followed soon, ending with issue 10).[2]

Immediately after her initial solo feature ended, the Black Widow co-starred in Daredevil #81–124 (Nov. 1971–Aug. 1975), of which #93-108 were cover titled Daredevil and the Black Widow. Daredevil writer Gerry Conway[image: External link] recounted, "It was my idea to team up Daredevil and the Black Widow, mainly because I was a fan of Natasha, and thought she and Daredevil would have interesting chemistry."[2] Succeeding writers, however, felt that Daredevil worked better as a solo hero, and gradually wrote the Black Widow out of the series.[2] She was immediately recast into the super-team series The Champions as the leader of the titular superhero group, which ran for 17 issues (Oct. 1975–Jan. 1978).

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, the Black Widow appeared frequently as both an Avengers member and a freelance agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. She starred in a serialized feature within the omnibus comic-book series Marvel Fanfare #10–13 (Aug. 1983–March 1984), written by George Pérez and Ralph Macchio[image: External link], with art by penciller Perez. These stories were later collected in the oversized one-shot Black Widow: Web of Intrigue No. 1 (June 1999).

The Widow guest-starred in issues of Solo Avengers, Force Works, Iron Man, Marvel Team-Up[image: External link], and other comics. She had made frequent guest appearances in Daredevil since the late 1970s.

She starred in a three-issue arc, "The Fire Next Time", by writer Scott Lobdell[image: External link] and penciller Randy Green, in Journey into Mystery #517–519 (Feb.–April 1998).

A new ongoing Black Widow comic title debuted in April 2010. The first story arc was written by Marjorie Liu[image: External link] with art by Daniel Acuna[image: External link].[3] Beginning with issue No. 6 (Sept. 2010), the title was written by Duane Swierczynski[image: External link], with artwork by Manuel Garcia and Lorenzo Ruggiero.

Black Widow appeared as a regular character throughout the 2010–2013 Secret Avengers series, from issue #1 (July 2010) through its final issue #37 (March 2013).

Black Widow appears in the 2013 Secret Avengers series by Nick Spencer and Luke Ross.[4]

Black Widow appears in a relaunched ongoing series by writer Nathan Edmondson[image: External link] and artist Phil Noto[image: External link]. The first issue debuted in January 2014.[5]

In October 2015, it was announced that Mark Waid and Chris Samnee would be launching a new Black Widow series for 2016 as part of Marvel's post-Secret Wars[image: External link] relaunch.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Aside from the arcs in Marvel Fanfare and Journey into Mystery, the Black Widow has starred in four limited series and four graphic novels[image: External link].

The three-issue Black Widow (June - Aug. 1999), under the Marvel Knights[image: External link] imprint, starred Romanova and fully introduced her appointed successor, Captain Yelena Belova, who had briefly appeared in an issue of the 1999 series Inhumans. The writer for the story arc, "The Itsy-Bitsy Spider" was Devin K. Grayson[image: External link] while J. G. Jones[image: External link] was the artist. The next three-issue, Marvel Knights mini-series, also titled Black Widow (Jan. - March 2001) featured both Black Widows in the story arc "Breakdown", by writers Devin Grayson and Greg Rucka[image: External link] with painted art by Scott Hampton[image: External link].

Romanova next starred in another solo miniseries titled Black Widow: Homecoming (Nov. 2004 - April 2005), also under the Marvel Knights imprint and written by science fiction novelist[image: External link] Richard K. Morgan[image: External link], with art initially by Bill Sienkiewicz[image: External link] and later by Sienkiewicz over Goran Parlov layouts. A six-issue sequel, Black Widow: The Things They Say About Her (Nov. 2005–April 2006; officially Black Widow 2: The Things They Say About Her in the series' postal[image: External link] indicia[image: External link]), by writer Morgan, penciller Sean Phillips[image: External link], and inker Sienkiewicz, picks up immediately where the previous miniseries left off, continuing the story using many of the same characters.[citation needed[image: External link]]

She starred in the solo graphic novel Black Widow: The Coldest War (April 1990), and co-starred in three more: Punisher/Black Widow: Spinning Doomsday's Web (Dec. 1992); Daredevil/Black Widow: Abattoir (July 1993); and Fury/Black Widow: Death Duty (June 1995), also co-starring Marvel UK[image: External link]'s Night Raven[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Black Widow is also featured in the short story Love Is Blindness in I Heart Marvel: Marvel Ai (2006) #1 (April 2006), where she instigates a humorous fight with Elektra[image: External link] over Daredevil's affections. The comic is stylized to look like Japanese animation and uses images, not words, inside the speech and thought bubbles to convey what the characters are saying/thinking.

In 2010, the year in which the character, called only Natasha Romanoff, made her film debut in Iron Man 2, the Black Widow received two separate miniseries. Black Widow and the Marvel Girls was an all-ages, four-issue series that chronicled her adventures with various women of the Marvel Universe, including Storm[image: External link], She-Hulk[image: External link], the Enchantress, and Spider-Woman. It was written by Paul Tobin, with art by Salvador Espin and Takeshi Miyazawa[image: External link]. The second four-issue miniseries, Black Widow: Deadly Origin, was written by Paul Cornell[image: External link], and featured art by Tom Raney[image: External link] and John Paul Leon[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Natasha was born in Stalingrad[image: External link] (now Volgograd), Russia[image: External link]. The first and best-known Black Widow is a Russian[image: External link] agent trained as a spy, martial artist, and sniper, and outfitted with an arsenal of high-tech weaponry, including a pair of wrist-mounted energy weapons dubbed her "Widow's Bite". She wears no costume during her first few appearances but simply evening wear[image: External link] and a veil. Romanova eventually defects to the U.S. for reasons that include her love for the reluctant-criminal turned superhero archer[image: External link], Hawkeye.

First hints to Natasha Romanova's childhood come by Ivan Petrovich, who is introduced as her middle-aged chauffeur and confidant in the Black Widow's 1970s Amazing Adventures. The man tells Matt Murdock[image: External link] how he had been given custody of little Natasha by a woman just before her death during the Battle of Stalingrad[image: External link] in autumn 1942. He had consequently felt committed to raise the orphan as a surrogate father and she had eventually trained as a Soviet[image: External link] spy, being eager to help her homeland.[6] In another flashback[image: External link], set in the fictional island of Madripoor[image: External link] in 1941, Petrovich helps Captain America and the mutant[image: External link] Logan, who would later become the Canadian[image: External link] super-agent and costumed hero Wolverine, to rescue Natasha from Nazis.[7]

A revised, retconned origin establishes her as being raised from very early childhood by the U.S.S.R.'s "Black Widow Ops" program, rather than solely by Ivan Petrovitch.[8] Petrovitch had taken her to Department X, with other young female orphans, where she was brainwashed[image: External link], and trained in combat and espionage at the covert "Red Room" facility. There, she is biotechnologically and psycho-technologically enhanced—an accounting that provides a rationale for her unusually long and youthful lifespan. During that time she had some training under Winter Soldier, and the pair even had a short romance.[9] Each Black Widow is deployed with false memories to help ensure her loyalty. Romanova eventually discovers this, including the fact that she had never, as she had believed, been a ballerina[image: External link]. She further discovers that the Red Room is still active as "2R".

Natasha was arranged by the KGB to marry the renowned Soviet test pilot Alexei Shostakov[image: External link]. However, when the Soviet government decided to make Alexei into their new operative, the Red Guardian, he is told that he can have no further contact with his wife. Natasha is told that he had died and is trained as a secret agent separately.
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Romanova grew up to serve as a femme fatale. She was assigned to assist Boris Turgenov[image: External link] in the assassination of Professor Anton Vanko[image: External link] for defecting from the Soviet Union, which served as her first mission in the United States. Natasha and Turgenov infiltrated Stark Industries as part of the plan.[10] She attempted to manipulate information from American defense contractor[image: External link] Tony Stark, and inevitably confronted his superhero alter ego, Iron Man. The pair then battled Iron Man, and Turgenov steals and wears the Crimson Dynamo suit. Vanko sacrificed himself to save Iron Man, killing Turgenov in the process, using an unstable experimental laser light pistol.[11] Romanova later meets the criminal archer Hawkeye and sets him against Iron Man,[12] and later helped Hawkeye battle Iron Man.[13]

Natasha once more attempted to get Hawkeye to help her destroy Iron Man. The pair almost succeeded, but when Black Widow was injured, Hawkeye retreated to get her to safety.[14] During this period, Romanova was attempting to defect from the Soviet Union and began falling in love with Hawkeye, weakening her loyalty to her country. When her employers learned the truth, the KGB[image: External link] had her gunned down, sending her to a hospital, convincing Hawkeye to go straight and seek membership in the Avengers.[15][16]

The Red Room kidnaps and brainwashes[image: External link] her again, and with the Swordsman[image: External link] and the first Power Man[image: External link], she battles the Avengers.[17] She eventually breaks free from her psychological conditioning (with the help of Hawkeye), and does successfully defect, having further adventures with Spider-Man, with Hawkeye and with Daredevil.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] She ultimately joins the Avengers as a costumed heroine herself.[18]
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Later still, she begins freelancing as an agent of the international espionage group S.H.I.E.L.D. She is sent on a secret S.H.I.E.L.D. mission to China by Nick Fury. There, with the Avengers, she battles Col. Ling, Gen. Brushov, and her ex-husband the Red Guardian[image: External link].[19] For a time, as writer Les Daniels noted in a contemporaneous study in 1971,


... her left-wing upbringing was put to better use, and she has lately taken to fighting realistic oppressor-of-the-people types. She helps young Puerto Ricans[image: External link] clean up police corruption and saves young hippies[image: External link] from organized crime[image: External link]. ... [The splash page of Amazing Adventures No. 3 (Nov. 1970)] reflects the recent trend toward involving fantastic characters in contemporary social problems, a move which has gained widespread publicity for Marvel and its competitor, DC.[20]



During her romantic involvement with Matt Murdock in San Francisco, she operates as an independent superhero alongside Murdock's alter ego, Daredevil.[21] There she tries unsuccessfully to find a new career for herself as a fashion designer. Eventually, her relationship with Murdock stagnates, and after briefly working with Avengers finally breaks up with Murdock, fearing that playing "sidekick" is sublimating her identity.[22] During a HYDRA attempt to take over S.H.I.E.L.D., she is tortured to such an extent that she regresses back to an old cover identity of schoolteacher Nancy Rushman, but she is recovered by Spider-Man in time to help Nick Fury and Shang-Chi[image: External link] work out what had happened and restore her memory, with "Nancy" developing an attraction to Spider-Man before her memory is restored during the final fight against Madam Viper, Boomerang[image: External link] and the Silver Samurai[image: External link].[23] She later returns to Matt Murdock's life to find he is romantically involved with another woman, Heather Glenn,[24] prompting her to leave New York.[25] Natasha ultimately realizes that Matt still only thinks of her in platonic terms, and elects to restrain herself from any advances.[26]
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 The Champions




After their breakup, the Widow moves to Los Angeles and becomes leader of the newly created and short-lived super team known as The Champions, consisting of her, Ghost Rider[image: External link] (Johnny Blaze), Hercules (with whom she has a brief romance), and former X-Men Angel and Iceman.[27]

Her friends often call her "Natasha", the informal version of "Natalia". She has sometimes chosen the last-name alias "Romanoff"—evidently as a private joke on those who are not aware that Russian family names use different endings for males and females[image: External link]. She has been hinted to be a descendant of the deposed House of Romanov[image: External link] and a relation to Nicholas II of Russia[image: External link].
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 21st century




Natasha crosses Daredevil's (Matt Murdock) path again when he attempts to slay an infant he believes to be the Anti-Christ. After Daredevil's one-time love, Karen Page[image: External link], dies protecting the child, Natasha reconciles with Murdock, revealing she still loves him, but noting that he is too full of anger to commit to a relationship with her.[28]

Natasha is challenged by Yelena Belova, a graduate from the training program through which Natasha herself was taught the espionage trade, who is the first to ever surpass Natasha's marks and considers herself the rightful successor to the "Black Widow" mantle.[29] Natasha refers to her as "little one" and "rooskaya (meaning "Russian"), and encourages her to discover her individuality rather than live in blind service, asking her "why be Black Widow, when you can be Yelena Belova?"[30] After several confrontations, Natasha subjects Yelena to intense psychological manipulation[image: External link] and suffering in order to teach her the reality of the espionage business, and an angry but disillusioned Yelena eventually returns home and temporarily quits being a spy. Although Matt Murdock is appalled by the cruelty of Natasha's treatment of Yelena, Nick Fury describes the action as Natasha's attempt at saving Yelena's life.[31] After bringing the Avengers and the Thunderbolts together to overcome Count Nefaria, Natasha supported Daredevil's short-lived efforts to form a new super-team to capture the Punisher, originally believed to be Nick Fury's murderer.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Despite recruitment endeavors, however, this vigilante group folded shortly after she and her teammate Dagger fought an army of renegade S.H.I.E.L.D. androids; ironically, she soon afterward worked with both Daredevil and Punisher against the European crime syndicate managed by the Brothers Grace.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Months later, her pursuit of war criminal Anatoly Krylenko led to a clash with Hawkeye, whose pessimism regarding heroic activities now rivaled her own.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Shortly after the Scarlet Witch's insanity seemingly killed Hawkeye, and again disbanded the Avengers, Natasha, weary of espionage and adventure, travelled to Arizona but was targeted. Natasha discovers that other women had been trained in the Black Widow Program, and all are now being hunted down and killed[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] by the North Institute on behalf of the corporation Gynacon.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Natasha's investigations led her back to Russia, where she was appalled to learn the previously unimagined extent of her past manipulation, and she discovered the Widows were being hunted because Gynacon, having purchased Russian biotechnology from Red Room's successor agency 2R, wanted all prior users of the technology dead. Natasha finds and kills the mastermind of the Black Widow murders: Ian McMasters, Gynacon's aging CEO, who intended to use part of their genetic structure to create a new chemical weapon.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] After killing McMasters, she clashed with operatives of multiple governments to help Sally Anne Carter, a girl Natasha had befriended in her investigations, whom she rescued with help from Daredevil and Yelena Belova.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] She soon returned the favor for Daredevil by reluctantly working with Elektra Natchios to protect his new wife, Milla Donovan, from the FBI and others, although Yelena proved beyond help when she agreed to be transformed into the new Super-Adaptoid by A.I.M. and HYDRA.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Civil War/Initiative




During the Superhero Civil War, Natasha becomes a supporter of the Superhuman Registration Act and a member of the taskforce led by Iron Man.[32] Afterward, the registered Natasha joins the reconstituted Avengers.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] S.H.I.E.L.D. director Nick Fury is presumed killed,[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] and deputy director Maria Hill incapacitated,[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] so Natasha assumes temporary command of S.H.I.E.L.D. as the highest-ranking agent present.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Later, Tony Stark assigns Natasha to convey the late Captain America's shield to a secure location, but is intercepted by her former lover, Bucky Barnes, the Winter Soldier, who steals the shield. Natasha and the Falcon then rescue Barnes from the Red Skull's minions, and bring him to the S.H.I.E.L.D. Helicarrier, where Stark convinces Bucky to become the new Captain America. Afterward, Natasha accompanies Bucky as his partner for a brief time until she is called back by S.H.I.E.L.D.[33] She later rejoins him and Falcon for the final confrontation with the Red Skull, helping to rescue Sharon Carter. She and Bucky have restarted their relationship.[34] She later plays an important role in the capture of Hercules. However, due to her respect of the Greek god, she let him go.[35] Soon Natasha, along with the rest of the Avengers, gets involved in the current Skrull invasion.[36] Afterwards, she stayed as Bucky's partner.[37] She also assists former director Maria Hill in delivering a special form of data to Bucky.[38]
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 Thunderbolts




Norman Osborn discovered Yelena Belova breaking into an abandoned S.H.I.E.L.D. facility, and offered her the position of field leader of the new Thunderbolts. On her first mission, she and Ant-Man take control of Air Force One[image: External link] with the Goblin, Doc Samson[image: External link], and the new President[image: External link] aboard.[39] It was suggested she faked her apparent death (as the Adaptoid) but it is never explained how.

A conversation with the Ghost implies that Yelena is working as a mole for someone else and that she may even be someone else disguised as Yelena. She is later seen talking privately through a comm-link to Nick Fury.[40]

Osborn orders Yelena to lead the current Thunderbolts to kill former Thunderbolt, Songbird[image: External link]. Fury orders "Yelena" to rescue and retrieve Songbird, for the information she might possess about Osborn and his operations. Yelena finds Songbird, and reveals to her that she was really Natasha Romanova in disguise.[41] She tries delivering Songbird to Fury, but the Thunderbolts have also followed them.[42] The trio are captured as Osborn reveals he had been impersonating Fury in messages all along to set Natasha up in order to strengthen the Thunderbolts and lead him to Fury. She and Songbird are brought to be executed but manage to escape when Ant-Man, Headsmen and Paladin turn on the rest of the Thunderbolts and let them go.[43]
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 Heroic Age




At the start of the Heroic Age, Natasha is recruited by Steve Rogers into a new black-ops wing of the Avengers, dubbed the Secret Avengers. She travels to Dubai[image: External link] with her new teammate, Valkyrie, where they steal a dangerous artifact which the Beast then studies, noting that it seems like a distant cousin of the Serpent Crown[image: External link].[44] In the story "Coppelia", she encounters a teenage clone of herself, code named "Tiny Dancer", whom she rescued from an arms dealer.[45]
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 Fear Itself




During the Fear Itself storyline, Black Widow and Peregrine[image: External link] are sent on a mission to free hostages being held in a Marseille[image: External link] cathedral by Rapido[image: External link]. He and a group of mercenaries are trying to exploit the panic over the events in Paris to steal France's nuclear arsenal.[46]
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 Ends of the Earth




During the Ends of the Earth[image: External link] storyline, involving one of Doctor Octopus[image: External link]' schemes, Natasha is one of only three heroes left standing after the Sinister Six defeat the Avengers,[47] joining Silver Sable[image: External link] and Spider-Man to track the Six (albeit because she was closest to Sable's cloaked ship after the Avengers were defeated rather than for her prowess).[48] She is later contacted by the Titanium Man to warn her and her allies about Doctor Octopus' attempt to rally other villains against Spider-Man.[49] She is knocked out along with Hawkeye by Iron Man during a battle against the Avengers when they were temporarily under Octavius' remote control.[50]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Secret Wars




During the incursion event between Earth-616 and Earth-1610[image: External link], Natasha is involved in the final battle between the Marvel Universe's superheroes and the Ultimate Universe's Children of Tomorrow. She pilots a ship holding a handpicked few to restart humanity after the universe ends, copiloted by Jessica Drew. Her ship is shot down during the battle though, and she is killed in the ensuing explosion.[51]

As the evacuation of Earth-616 begins in light of the fact that Earth-1610 is about to come crashing down as part of the "Last Days" storyline, Black Widow is seen standing atop a building with Captain America who gives her a list of people to save and bring aboard the lifeboat. As she tells Sam she can't save them all, Sam explains it's Natasha's job to assist in the effort to save as many people as possible before Earth as they know it is destroyed. As she leaves, her mind transitions to Cold War[image: External link] Russia, where a young Natasha (here called Natalia) speaks with two Russian functionaries in the infamous "Red Room". She is given her first mission: travel to Cuba and locate a family called the Comienzas, who are at risk from Raúl Castro[image: External link]'s regime and who may have information of vital importance to Russia. She is told to rendezvous with another agent, her classmate Marina, and befriend the family under the guise of a Russian businesswoman. Natasha assures them of her competency and leaves. When one of the officers questions her youth, the other assures him, “she's a killer. She will not disappoint.” Natasha meets Marina in Cuba and the two friends catch up before meeting with the Comienzas that night at a local bar. Using her talent for deception, she casually and politely convinces the husband and wife that she's seeking inside information to help her import various goods into the country. The Comienzas explain they can't reveal said information, prompting Natasha to later explain to Marina that the family might need “a little push”. Not too soon she effectively began terrorizing the family into desperation. First, she plants an American flag on their doorstep to mimic someone accusing them of defecting to the United States. Later after meeting with one of the Russian officers from the Red Room to report her progress, she detonated a car bomb outside their home when the first attempt didn't make them "nearly desperate enough". Following the car bomb explosion, Natasha declares the family is indeed desperate enough to reproach for information. Before letting Natasha go, the officer announces she has one additional task before her mission is over: Marina has become too much enamored with her civilian guise, and is now a security risk. Natasha will have to eliminate her.[52] Flipping to the present, Black Widow is saving as many people as she can, but she quickly flashback to Havana. Natasha and her then Red Room partner Marina are trying to help a family defect. Natasha’s orders are simple. Kill the parents and make it public. When Natasha asks if she should kill the child too, her boss looks horrified that she would be so OK with that and tells her no. Having no problem following orders she sets up a meet and using a sniper rifle she takes out the pair without blinking. Next she shoots Marina’s boyfriend then Marina herself. Next she shoots Marina’s cat. Flipping back to the present, Black Widow is back saving people from the incursion as the reason that triggered Natasha's flashback is revealed....a man she saved is holding his cat. This dark, heartless side of the Black Widow shows why she is trying so hard to do good today.[53]
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 Secret Empire




During the Secret Empire storyline, Black Widow appears as a member of the underground resistance at the time when most of the United States has been taken over by Hydra and Captain America who was brainwashed by Red Skull's clone using the powers of the sentient Cosmic Cube Kobik[image: External link] into believing that he was a Hydra sleeper agent.[54] While Hawkeye assembles a strike force of Hercules and Quicksilver to find the Cosmic Cube fragments, Black Widow sets off to kill Rogers herself reasoning that even if Rick's theory is true, the man Rogers was would prefer to die than be used in this manner. She finds herself followed by the Champions[image: External link] as she establishes her version of the Red Room.[55]
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 Powers and abilities




The Black Widow is a world class athlete, gymnast, acrobat, aerialist capable of numerous complex maneuvers and feats, expert martial artist (including Karate[image: External link], Judo, Jujutsu[image: External link], Boxing, Aikido[image: External link], Savate[image: External link],[56] Ninjutsu[image: External link],[57] various styles of Kung Fu[image: External link] and Kenpo[image: External link], marksman[image: External link] and weapons specialist as well as having extensive espionage training.[58] She is also an accomplished ballerina[image: External link].

The Black Widow has been enhanced by biotechnology that makes her body resistant to aging and disease and heals at an above human rate;[59] as well as psychological conditioning that suppresses her memory of true events as opposed to implanted ones of the past without the aid of specially designed system suppressant drugs.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

The white blood cells[image: External link] in her body are efficient enough to fight off any microbe, foreign body and others from her body, keeping her healthy and immune to most, if not all infections, diseases and disorders.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Her agility is greater than that of an Olympic gold medalist. She can coordinate her body with balance, flexibility, and dexterity easily.[60]

Romanova has a gifted intellect.[61] She displays an uncanny affinity for psychological manipulation[image: External link] and can mask her real emotions perfectly. Like Steve Rogers, she possesses the ability to quickly process multiple information streams (such as threat assessment[image: External link]) and rapidly respond to changing tactical situations.[61]

Romanova is an expert tactician. She is a very effective strategist, tactician, and field commander. She has led the Avengers and even S.H.I.E.L.D. on one occasion.[61]
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 Equipment




The Black Widow uses a variety of equipment invented by Soviet scientists and technicians, with later improvements by S.H.I.E.L.D. scientists and technicians. She usually wears distinctively shaped bracelets which fire the Widow's Bite electro-static energy blasts that can deliver charges up to 30,000 volts, as well as "Widow's Line" grappling hooks, tear gas pellets, and a new element introduced during her ongoing series during the "Kiss or Kill" arc called the "Widow's Kiss"—an aerosol instant knock-out gas she has modified.[61] She wears a belt of metallic discs; some are disc-charges containing plastic explosives, while others have been shown to be compartments for housing other equipment. Her costume consists of synthetic stretch fabric equipped with micro-suction cups on fingers and feet, enabling her to adhere to walls and ceilings. In the 2006 "Homecoming" mini-series, she was seen using knives, unarmed combat, and various firearms, but she has since begun using her bracelets again.[61] While in disguise as Yelena Belova, when infiltrating the then Osborn-sanctioned Thunderbolts during "Dark Reign", she used a specialized multi-lens goggle/head-carapace that demonstrated various technical abilities enhancing vision and communication.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Later, she has used a modified gun based on her Widow's Bite wrist cartridge, during her adventures alongside the new Captain America.[58]
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 Supporting characters




Main article: List of Black Widow characters
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 Other versions




Main article: Alternative versions of Black Widow
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 In other media
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 Television





	Black Widow was to be paired with Daredevil in a proposed live-action 1975 series created by and starring Angie Bowie[image: External link] as Black Widow with Ben Carruthers[image: External link] as Daredevil. However, the series never got past the development stage as no studio would take on the project.[62]


	Black Widow appeared in the Iron Man portion of The Marvel Super Heroes, voiced by Peg Dixon.

	Black Widow appears in The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link] episode "Deadly is the Black Widow's Bite", voiced by Lena Headey[image: External link].[63]


	Black Widow appeared in The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes,[64] voiced by Vanessa Marshall[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow appears in Iron Man: Armored Adventures, voiced by Ashleigh Ball[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow appears in Avengers Assemble, voiced by Laura Bailey[image: External link].[65]


	Black Widow appears in Lego Marvel Super Heroes: Maximum Overload[image: External link], voiced by Laura Bailey[image: External link].

	Black Widow appears in Ultimate Spider-Man: Web Warriors[image: External link], with Laura Bailey reprising the role.[66] She appears in the episodes "Avenging Spider-Man, Part 1 and 2" and "Contest of Champions, Part 2".

	Black Widow appears in the anime[image: External link] series, Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers.

	
Agent Carter features Dottie Underwood (Bridget Regan[image: External link]), a 1946 precursor to Black Widow who is an operative of Leviathan.[67]


	Black Widow appears in the television special Lego Marvel Super Heroes: Avengers Reassembled[image: External link], voiced again by Laura Bailey.[68]
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 Film





	The Ultimate version of Black Widow appears in the Ultimate Avengers[image: External link] animated direct-to-video[image: External link] movie and its sequel, Ultimate Avengers 2[image: External link], voiced by Olivia d'Abo[image: External link].

	In 2004, Lionsgate Entertainment[image: External link] announced that a Black Widow motion picture, featuring the Natasha Romanova version, was in the script stage by screenwriter-director David Hayter[image: External link].[69] Lionsgate subsequently dropped the project.[70]


	Black Widow appears in the 2013 direct-to-video anime[image: External link] film Iron Man: Rise of Technovore,[71][72] voiced by Clare Grant[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow teams up with The Punisher in the anime film Avengers Confidential: Black Widow & Punisher, voiced by Jennifer Carpenter[image: External link].[73]





	In March 2009, Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] signed on to play Natasha Romanoff/Black Widow in multiple films of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, beginning with 2010's Iron Man 2.[74] Johansson was cast after a scheduling conflict forced Emily Blunt[image: External link] to drop out of the part.[75] On July 16, 2009, Entertainment Weekly released the first publicity images of Johansson as the character.[76] Johansson reprised the role in 2012's The Avengers,[77] in 2014's Captain America: The Winter Soldier,[78] in 2015's Avengers: Age of Ultron and in 2016's Captain America: Civil War.[79][80][81]


	In September 2010 during a press conference for the Iron Man 2 Blu-ray and DVD release, Feige stated "We've already started discussions with Scarlett about the idea of a solo movie and have begun putting together concepts. But The Avengers comes first."[82] In February 2014, Feige stated that, after exploring Black Widow's past in Avengers: Age of Ultron, he liked the idea of exploring her past further in a solo film, which already has development work done for it.[83] In October 2014, Feige said that Black Widow would play a primary role in the Avengers film in the MCU's Phase Three, adding, "Her part in Avengers: Age of Ultron is very very big, and further develops and further enhances her character. The plans that we have for her throughout the rest of the Avengers saga is very very big, and lynchpin, in fact, to those films. So instead of taking her out there, or instead of doing a prequel, which we haven’t done yet, continuing the forward momentum and the continuity of the Cinematic Universe. Of which Widow is a key, key part."[84]
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 Video games





	Black Widow appears in the 2005 Punisher[image: External link] video game. She appears in one level as a non-playable character[image: External link] (NPC) who fights alongside the Punisher. Black Widow was voiced by Saffron Henderson[image: External link].

	Black Widow appears in the video game Marvel: Ultimate Alliance[image: External link], voiced by Nika Futterman[image: External link]. She is an exclusive character in the PlayStation Portable[image: External link] (PSP) version, and in all other versions of the game as a non-playable character. A mod[image: External link] available for the PC version of the game unlocks her as a playable character.

	Natasha Romanoff is mentioned in the Iron Man game as a possible love interest of Tony Stark's.

	Black Widow appears in Spider-Man: Web of Shadows[image: External link], voiced by Salli Saffioti[image: External link].

	Nika Futterman reprises her role in Marvel: Ultimate Alliance 2[image: External link].

	Black Widow appears in the Iron Man 2 video game, voiced by Catherine Campion.[85]


	Black Widow appears as a playable character in the Marvel Super Hero Squad: The Infinity Gauntlet[image: External link] video game, voiced by Grey DeLisle[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow is a playable character in Marvel Super Hero Squad Online[image: External link], voiced by Laura Bailey.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow is a playable character in the Facebook[image: External link] game Marvel: Avengers Alliance.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow appears as a Heroes vs Heralds card in Ultimate Marvel vs Capcom 3[image: External link]. If Hawkeye defeats Street Fighter's[image: External link] Crimson Viper[image: External link], he'll say, "Black Widow you ain't."[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow is a playable character in Marvel Contest of Champions[image: External link], and was granted to every player for participation in the Ultron tie-in quests.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow appears as a playable character in the 2012 fighting game[image: External link] Marvel Avengers: Battle for Earth.

	Black Widow is available as downloadable content for the game LittleBigPlanet[image: External link] as part of "Marvel Costume Kit 5".[86]


	Black Widow is a playable character in the MMORPG[image: External link] Marvel Heroes[image: External link],[87] voiced by Julianne Buescher[image: External link].[88]


	Black Widow is a playable character in Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] voiced by Laura Bailey.[89] She serves as one of the main story characters.

	Black Widow is a playable character in Marvel Avengers Alliance Tactics.

	Black Widow appears as a playable character in Disney Infinity: Marvel Super Heroes and Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link], again voiced by Laura Bailey.[90]


	Four variants of Black Widow appear in the mobile game Marvel Puzzle Quest[image: External link], the most recent of which being added to the game in September 2016.[91]


	Black Widow appears as a playable character in the mobile game Marvel: Future Fight[image: External link].

	Black Widow is a playable character in Lego Marvel's Avengers, voiced by Scarlett Johansson[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	A teenage version of Black Widow appears as a playable character in Marvel Avengers Academy, voiced by Alison Brie[image: External link].[92]
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 Motion comics





	Black Widow appears in the Spider-Woman motion comics[image: External link] voiced by JoEllen Anklam. During this appearance she is masquerading as Yelena Belova.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Live performances





	Black Widow appears in Marvel Universe: LIVE![image: External link] as a member of the Avengers.[93]
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 Novels





	There are two Black Widow books in the Black Widow YA series, by Margaret Stohl[image: External link].[94][95]

	
Black Widow: Forever Red (2015)

	
Black Widow: Red Vengeance (2016)[96]






	Black Widow appears in the prose[image: External link] novel[image: External link] adaptation of the event comic The Death of Captain America.[97]


	Black Widow appears in the prose[image: External link] novel[image: External link] adaptation of the event comic Civil War.[98]


	Black Widow appears in Avengers: Everybody Wants To Rule The World which is a tie-in to Avengers: Age of Ultron.[99]
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 Reception




The Black Widow was ranked as the 176th greatest comic book character in Wizard magazine.[100] IGN also ranked her as the 74th greatest comic book character stating that wherever conspiracy and treachery are afoot, you can expect the Black Widow to appear to save the day,[101] and as #42 on their list of the "Top 50 Avengers".[102] She was ranked 31st in Comics Buyer's Guide[image: External link]'s "100 Sexiest Women in Comics" list.[103]
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 Collected editions






	Title
	Material Collected
	ISBN
	Publication Date



	Black Widow vol. 1: Homecoming
	Black Widow vol. 2, #1–6
	0-7851-1493-9[image: External link]
	May 11, 2005



	Black Widow vol. 2: The Things They Say About Her
	Black Widow vol. 3, #1–6
	0-7851-1768-7[image: External link]
	June 7, 2006



	Black Widow: The Sting of the Widow
	Tales of Suspense No. 52, The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] No. 86, Amazing Adventures vol. 2 #1–8, and Daredevil No. 81
	0-7851-3794-7[image: External link]
	September 2, 2009



	Black Widow: Deadly Origin
	Black Widow: Deadly Origin #1–4
	0-7851-4301-7[image: External link]
	March 17, 2010



	Black Widow: Web of Intrigue
	Marvel Fanfare #10–13, Bizarre Adventures[image: External link] No. 25, and Black Widow: The Coldest War
	0-7851-4474-9[image: External link]
	April 7, 2010



	Black Widow & The Marvel Girls
	Black Widow & The Marvel Girls #1-4
	978-0785146995[image: External link]
	April 21, 2010



	Black Widow: The Name of the Rose
	Black Widow vol. 4 #1–5 and material from Enter the Heroic Age one-shot
	0-7851-4354-8[image: External link]
	January 5, 2011



	Black Widow: Kiss or Kill
	Black Widow vol. 4 #6–8 and material from Iron Man: Kiss and Kill one-shot
	0-7851-4701-2[image: External link]
	August 10, 2011



	Hawkeye & Mockingbird / Black Widow: Widowmaker
	Solo Avengers #16–18, Widowmaker #1–4
	0-7851-5205-9[image: External link]
	April 20, 2011



	Black Widow: The Itsy-Bitsy Spider
	Black Widow vol. 1, #1–3; Black Widow vol. 2, #1–3
	0-7851-5827-8[image: External link]
	November 16, 2011



	Marvel's the Avengers: Black Widow Strikes
	Marvel's the Avengers: Black Widow Strikes #1-3
	978-0785165682[image: External link]
	September 19, 2012



	Captain America and Black Widow
	Captain America and Black Widow 636-640
	978-0785165286[image: External link]
	February 26, 2013



	Black Widow Volume 1: The Finely Woven Thread
	Black Widow Vol. 5 #1-6, All-New Marvel Now! Point One
	978-0785188193[image: External link]
	July 29, 2014



	Black Widow Volume 2: The Tightly Tangled Web
	Black Widow Vol. 5 #7-12, The Punisher (2014) #9
	978-0785188209[image: External link]
	February 3, 2015



	Black Widow Volume 3: Last Days
	Black Widow Vol. 5 #13-20
	0785192530[image: External link]
	October 13, 2015
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 See also





	List of Russian superheroes[image: External link]

	List of Marvel Comics superhero debuts[image: External link]
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Rick Jones (comics)






Richard Milhouse "Rick" Jones is a fictional character appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. Rick has been a sidekick to the Incredible Hulk, Captain America, Captain Marvel (Mar-Vell), Rom the Spaceknight[image: External link], and Captain Marvel (Genis)[image: External link]. He has been an active participant in many significant Marvel Universe story lines including the Kree-Skrull War and the Destiny War[image: External link]. He later had acquired powers, causing him to transform into a massive creature calling himself A-Bomb.[2]
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Rick Jones was created in 1962 by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby in Hulk #1 (May 1962).
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 Fictional character biography




Rick Jones was born in Scarsdale, Arizona. He lost his parents at a young age and as a result grew up at an orphanage. Later, he accepts a dare to drive out to a bomb[image: External link] testing ground[image: External link] in New Mexico[image: External link]. As luck would have it, the gamma bomb[image: External link] designed by Dr. Robert Bruce Banner is being tested. Banner pushes Rick into a protective trench saving his life, but absorbing the gamma rays[image: External link] that transform Banner into the Hulk. Rick thus becomes the sole confidant of the Hulk's true identity.[3]
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 Early days with the Hulk and the Avengers




Jones' guilt over causing the incident (and lack of any other place to go) leads him to stay close to Dr. Banner and the Hulk alter ego. In one story, he even gains mental control over Hulk. Eventually, the dangerous unpredictability of Hulk forces Rick to keep his distance.

Later, Rick forms the Teen Brigade[image: External link], a loose network of teenagers with ham radios[image: External link] throughout the United States. The first Teen Brigade played a role in the origin of the Avengers when the Norse god Loki tampered with the Teen Brigade's radio transmission. Originally, the Teen Brigade intended to bring the Fantastic Four together to battle the Hulk, but instead brought Iron Man, Ant-Man, Wasp, and Thor together to form the Avengers.[4]

After the Hulk's departure from the team, Rick becomes an honorary Avenger. He alerted the team to the Hulk's presence when they began searching for Hulk.[5][6] He becomes close to the recently revived Captain America although his guilt leads him to leave the Avengers and seek out Banner and Hulk on his own.[7]

Captain America rescues Rick from one of Hulk's rampages, and after that Rick becomes Captain America's sidekick, briefly taking the title and uniform of Bucky, Captain America's long-dead junior partner. This was on Jones' own insistence, but Captain America continues to have guilty objections, noting that others have lost partners and it was time to move on. Rick's brief time as Bucky gave him the training to survive around superheroes to this day.[8]

When Rick believed Hulk to be dead (although Hulk had actually been sent to the future), he revealed the truth of Banner's condition to Col. Glenn Talbot[image: External link], thus inadvertently making Banner a wanted fugitive by the US Military.[9]
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 Captain Mar-Vell




Shortly after his split with Captain America, Rick joined with the Kree Captain Marvel when he finds himself drawn to the mystical Nega-Bands[image: External link]. Donning the Bands, he is immediately linked to Captain Marvel. Once joined, one of the two remains in a protective bubble in the Negative Zone[image: External link]. After either the person not in the Negative Zone strikes the Nega-Bands together or a certain amount of time passes, the two switch places.[10]

Rick and Mar-Vell play a critical part in the Kree-Skrull War. Rick is freed from the Negative Zone through a portal in the Fantastic Four headquarters. Mar-Vell is released from the Negative Zone while Rick is still in the regular world without the use of the Nega-Bands. The bond between the two is broken. At the height of the conflict, the Kree Supreme Intelligence[image: External link] briefly unleashes the Destiny Force from within Rick. Rick uses his new-found ability to summon images of various Golden Age heroes. While at full power, Rick single-handedly stops both the Kree and Skrull fleets long enough to put an end to the conflict. Injuries that Rick sustains lead Mar-Vell to willingly bond with Rick in order to save his life.[11] Shortly after this the Captain Marvel series was re-launched and we found that Rick wasn't able to contain the energy of Mar-Vell. He was then bombarded with photonic energy, which saved him and enabled him to contain Mar-Vell safely. A consequence of this was that Mar-Vell gained the ability to absorb energy in addition to the nega-band energies to boost his strength and could fly with the photonic energy now.[12]

Rick and Mar-Vell serve as a duo for several years while Rick pursues his musical career and love life. Eventually, the two are again freed from their bond while aiding the Avengers against the Super-Adaptoid. Rick then parts company with Mar-Vell.[13] Rick begins to spend his time with the Hulk again and briefly forms a new Teen Brigade,[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] after which Rick finds himself again teamed with Mar-Vell,[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] though not merged with him as they deal with a legacy left by the Mad Titan Thanos.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Sometime after, Mar-Vell dies of cancer that he received when he was exposed to a deadly nerve gas stolen by the villain Nitro[image: External link].[14] Note: Mar-Vell collapsed from the gas and was comatose until he was given an antidote to the gas. However, despite the antidote, Mar-Vell still developed cancer and there was some momentary concern that the link Rick shared with him could have caused himself to contract the condition. Rick was at Mar-Vell's bedside when he died.[15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Venturing with Rom




After Mar-Vell's death, Rick began to team with the Hulk again.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Guilt over causing Banner to be hit with the gamma rays made Rick decide to expose himself to gamma rays in an attempt to become another Hulk-like being that could stop the Hulk.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] However this plan backfired and Rick was dying of gamma poisoning until Banner cured him.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] However, this too led to the consequence of Rick developing a form of blood cancer[image: External link].[16]

Rick was going to undergo a massive blood transfusion to treat this ailment when the hospital was attacked by monsters created by the Dire Wraiths. Rick was saved by the Spaceknight Rom[image: External link] and began to team with Rom despite the fact that Rick was slowly dying.[17] Upon the final defeat of the Wraiths, Rom banished them all to Limbo and then bade farewell to Rick Jones and Earth.[18] Shortly after Rom left, Rick Jones met the alien called The Beyonder, who cured Jones of his cancer.[19]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
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Shortly after the encounter with the Beyonder, Rick once again teamed with the Hulk.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] This time, the Hulk had been split into two beings, Banner and Hulk, but the experiment was a failure and both were dying.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] General Ross[image: External link] tried to stop the process of remerging the two, and Rick intervened only to be dumped into the chemical nutrient bath that was fusing Banner and the Hulk again.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] This resulted in Rick somehow becoming a Hulk-like creature of his own and he took off into the desert on a savage rampage.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Rick would be human at day and be his own green-skinned near mindless Hulk at night.

With the Vision[image: External link]'s help, Banner and the Hulk are made whole again, but, both are weak and still dying. As a result of a Nutrient Bath developed by Doc Samson[image: External link], Banner/Hulk is reverted from Green Hulk into the Grey Hulk[image: External link]. During this time, Rick as Hulk battled the Grey Hulk, Zzzax[image: External link], the Hulkbusters[image: External link], and the Outcasts. The Grey Hulk is manipulated by Sam Sterns, along with Banner, into siphoning the radiation from Rick into Sterns. Sterns is then turned back into the Leader[image: External link], drastically altering his appearance, and Rick is cured of his Hulk transformations.[20]

Rick stays with Banner, the Grey Hulk, Betty Banner[image: External link], and Clay Quartermain for several months as they travel the country looking for a government supply of gamma bombs[image: External link]. The group splits after the Hulk's apparent death at the Leader's hands.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Rick's psionic potential is later released by Moondragon[image: External link] against Atlantean[image: External link] invaders.[21]

Rick authors the book "Sidekick", an autobiography of his time with super-heroes. While on a book tour, he meets Marlo Chandler[image: External link] without realizing that she had only recently broken up with the Hulk (then acting as a Las Vegas[image: External link] thug with the alias Mr. Fixit). Rick is kidnapped by a Skrull vessel and the Hulk aids in Rick's rescue.[22] This starts another period with Rick and the Hulk, this time with Marlo and Betty.
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 Rick and death




Rick came in touch with death[image: External link] in several ways during this time with the Hulk. First, Rick dies at the hands of Thanos, along with half of the universe, when Thanos uses the Infinity Gauntlet[image: External link] to impress Death[image: External link].[23] Rick and the others are brought back in ensuing events.[24] Rick remembers meeting several deceased rock stars.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Rick assisted the Hulk many times during his tenure with the Pantheon[image: External link].[25] During the time, he guns down an insane killer, but is still wracked with remorse.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Over time he bonds with Wolfsbane[image: External link] of X-Factor, who also killed another insane murderer during the same debacle (he even ends up inviting her to his wedding).[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Another major encounter with death occurs when Jackie Shorr (who is revealed to be a demented serial killer[image: External link]) comes into his life and claims to be his mother.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] It is still not known for sure whether this claim is true or not, as the same claim is made by many others.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] She, however, insists that those she killed and left mummified in her basement were substitutes for Rick, and that he is her real son. Shorr is discovered to be insane, but not until after she kills Marlo by stabbing her with a kitchen knife.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] A horrified Rick refuses to test her DNA, saying that he doesn't want to know, especially if she is truly his mother.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Rick attempts to bring Marlo back using a resurrection[image: External link] device known as the "deus ex machina[image: External link]" that the Leader developed, but the Hulk destroys the equipment part way through the process.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Marlo is left in a catatonic[image: External link] state.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Rick's care eventually helps Marlo return to full health despite the intervention of many other well-meaning friends and family.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Shortly after Marlo is revived, the two become engaged and quickly marry.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Neither of them realizes, however, that a portion of Death remains in Marlo.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] This piece of Death attracted many strange visitors to the wedding, including Mephisto[image: External link] and Death[image: External link] herself.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

The married couple soon finds success in a popular talk show, Keeping Up with the Joneses,[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] but it is cut short when Rick is crippled by a Banner-less Hulk,[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] that made a deal to work for Apocalypse[image: External link] and become his Horseman[image: External link] "War" if he would remove the shrapnel from the Hulk's brain.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] The injury confines Rick to a wheelchair and the debilitation strains his relationship with Marlo.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] The strain increases with the death of Betty Banner by radiation poisoning[image: External link] to the point that the couple split shortly thereafter.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Rick joins Dr. Banner again after his reappearance.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] His serious health problems force him to be brought by the Avengers to the now-captive Supreme Intelligence[image: External link] for aid.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] This marks the beginning of the Destiny War[image: External link].[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Over the course of these events, Rick's injury is healed,[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] and he is joined with Genis-Vell[image: External link] (the recently endowed Captain Marvel and son of Mar-Vell).[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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Rick's bond with Genis works in about the same way as his bond with Mar-Vell. The biggest difference is that the two switch in and out of the Microverse[image: External link] rather than the Negative Zone[image: External link]. Genis-Vell's unique birth and accelerated aging makes him the opposite of Rick: full of power but without experience. They compensate for each other's weaknesses with Rick taking on the role of mentor. He helped Genis learn to control his Cosmic Awareness[image: External link] and accept his role as a superhero. As Rick's confidence grew, he also attempted to rekindle his romance with Marlo.

It wasn't until this point that Marlo's connection with Death is finally revealed. Thanos aids in separating the two, but Rick is prematurely aged and loses an arm in the process. He is later yanked back in time to the Destiny War, where he aids his younger self in the conflict leading to his bond with Genis.

Marlo tries to aid the elderly Rick the way he had helped her when she was catatonic. Rick's pride, however, just causes more problems. The Supreme Intelligence[image: External link] attempts and fails to restore Rick to his normal condition, but he is spontaneously restored to his normal age and health shortly thereafter. Rick believes this was divine[image: External link] aid while Genis believes it was a delayed reaction to the Supreme Intelligence's procedure. No definitive explanation has yet been determined.

For a while, Rick and Genis are yanked back and forth through time. Rick encounters two older versions of himself: one an aging collector surviving under the rule of the Maestro[image: External link]; the other a super-villain named Thanatos. The super-villain Rick was in the process of creating the "ultimate Rick Jones". He is stopped by the elder Rick's ability to wield Thor's hammer, Rick having been judged worthy for things the present Rick had yet to do and things that Thanatos would never achieve.

It is, however, unclear if Rick will become either of these older versions of himself. It has been established that the specific timeline that the old Rick lived in will not come to pass due to the Hulk having been drawn into the future to defeat his future self.

Rick and Marlo again split when Marlo becomes romantically involved with Moondragon[image: External link]. Shortly after, Genis goes insane when his cosmic awareness reaches its peak. Rick's attempts to continue as Genis' guide are fairly unsuccessful. Genis becomes a callous, homicidal maniac believing himself a god. Rick's friend even destroys the universe just to rebuild it with Rick and Genis as sole survivors.

In the rebuilt reality, Genis again loses his mind. Rick develops an ability to mentally attack Genis through their psychic bond (although the pain is reciprocal). For a time, Genis uses this same link to control Rick. He goes as far as 'convincing' Rick to kill himself on a whim. Genis brings Rick right back to life just as easily.

In part due to Rick's influence, Genis' madness calmed to a point where he was able to maintain a veneer of sanity, albeit with some unpredictability. He creates a recording studio for Rick that allows for fame and fortune at the sake of Internet-based sales of a song written for Marlo. The same song also acts as a catalyst for the two to reunite, with Marlo ending her relationship with Moondragon.

At the end of the series, it is revealed that Rick has a "comic awareness[image: External link]" that the Captain Marvel comic series was coming to an end. He pushed for several of the loose ends of the series to be resolved: Rick and Genis were separated again, and Rick was reunited with Marlo at last report. This ability was primarily created for the needs of this one issue, and it seems unlikely that it will see future usage.
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 Runaways




Rick was revealed to be the mysterious benefactor of Excelsior[image: External link].[26] The group is composed of former teenage superheroes dedicated to reforming other super-powered kids from following down the same path. Their first targets are the underage Runaways patrolling Los Angeles in the wake of the supervillain power vacuum since the defeat of the Runaways' evil parents, The Pride[image: External link], who once controlled the city.[26] Rick tells Excelsior that he wanted the Runaways back in foster care because he didn't want them to go through the same experiences he went through.[26]
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 Fallen Son: Death of Captain America




Rick served as one of the pallbearers at the memorial service for Captain America, along with Ben Grimm, Ms. Marvel, The Falcon, T'Challa and Tony Stark. When Sam Wilson (The Falcon) made his inspirational speech, he mentioned that Rick would know what it's like to have called Captain America a partner. Jones replied by saying "Right on." [27]
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 World War Hulk




Rick re-connects with the Hulk during the World War Hulk mini-series. He seeks out the Hulk and attempts to talk him down, telling his friend that, while he recognized that the Illuminati had been out of line in their decision to exile him to Sakaar and their apparent involvement with the deaths of thousands of innocent people on that planet, including the Hulk's wife and unborn child, his current blind quest for vengeance was not him, using Hulk's willingness to protect innocent people caught in the fight between him and a Zom[image: External link]-possessed Doctor Strange[image: External link] as proof that the Hulk was still a hero rather than a man blindly seeking vengeance. After the Hulk's climactic battle with the Sentry resulted in him reverting to Bruce Banner, one of the Hulk's associates, Miek[image: External link] (who witnesses and did not prevent the true cause of the deaths on Sakaar which was not the humans), impales Rick through the chest to provoke Bruce into turning back into the Hulk. Rick is seen being loaded into an ambulance.[28]
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 A-Bomb




In the aftermath of "World War Hulk", a new Red Hulk[image: External link] emerged,[29] brutally beating and then shooting the Abomination[image: External link] to death.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] After this occurred, Jones escaped from a secret base in Alaska that had been destroyed in a "Hulk-like" manner.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Following this, Red Hulk confronts Jones at Gamma Base, where Bruce Banner is being held. In defense, Jones inexplicably transforms into a creature resembling the Abomination, calling himself A-Bomb.[30] During the fight, the base security measures activate, and giant android[image: External link] harpies[image: External link] (with the face of Betty Ross[image: External link]) attack the two, and attempt to remove them from the base. A-Bomb manages to disable one mid-flight, and they both crash to earth, the robot exploding as it does.[31]

A-Bomb joined with several heroes including the Avengers, the Fantastic Four, She-Hulk and the Hulk to help stop an impending earthquake in San Francisco, which was caused by Red Hulk.[32] After the Red Hulk was defeated, A-Bomb reverted to Rick. He attempted to reveal who Red Hulk really was, but was shot and dragged away by Doc Samson[image: External link].[33] In Incredible Hulk #600 it is revealed the reason Doc Samson shot Rick Jones is because he now has multiple personality syndrome[image: External link]. It's also revealed that MODOK was involved in Rick's new condition. After Red Hulk drained the gamma energy from Hulk, A-Bomb had enough intelligence to get Bruce Banner to safety.[34] In Incredible Hulk #604, A-Bomb was shown to be fully healed, participating along with Korg[image: External link] as Skaar[image: External link]'s sparring partner to prepare him for the time when the Hulk will return. In the same issue, Rick was reunited with Marlo, who was transformed by the Leader into Harpy[image: External link], whom Bruce mistakes for Betty Ross.[35]

It was eventually revealed that Rick was transformed into A-Bomb by the Intelligencia[image: External link] under command of the Leader and MODOK. Using the Abomination's blood they changed him to become their weapon, but soon learned that he could not be controlled as easily as they planned. Instead, they gave him one simple command with a certain trigger—kill Bruce Banner. Suspecting this, Bruce was able to trigger Rick at an earlier time of his choosing and talk him down, thus preventing Rick from being triggered in the future when his plans were to be carried out.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

During the Chaos War[image: External link] storyline, A-Bomb and Korg assist the Hulks in fighting Abomination[image: External link], a Zom[image: External link]-possessed Doctor Strange[image: External link], and the forces of Amatsu-Mikaboshi[image: External link].[36] It is later revealed that Rick is able to change between A-Bomb and his normal form.[37]

When a new Hulk persona emerges as the result of an attempt to assassinate Bruce Banner and efforts to save his life using the Extremis virus[image: External link], this new Hulk, calling himself "Doc Green", decides that gamma-powered superhumans are a threat to humanity that must be eliminated. Deriving a cure for others' gamma mutations from his own physiology, Green seeks out Rick as his first target. Though Rick resists transforming into A-Bomb to defend himself, Green is apparently successful in permanently reverting Rick to human form.[38] Afterward, Rick seeks out Betty (who had been revived from death by Intelligencia and transformed into the Red She-Hulk[image: External link] the same way Rick was transformed into A-Bomb), ostensibly in order to warn her about Doc Green's intentions.[39] When Green arrives and Betty assaults him as the Red She-Hulk, she finds herself reverting to normal involuntarily and realizes that Rick had dosed her with Green's cure during a meal they had shared earlier. Rick admits to anxieties over the possibility of losing control of his transformation, and an addiction to the "rush" of being A-Bomb. However, he was unwilling to aid Doc Green in curing Betty until Doc Green informed him that Betty, acting under orders from a watchdog group called The Order of the Shield, was behind the attempt on Banner's life. Rick is left behind with the equally powerless Betty as Doc Green continues on his mission.[40]
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 Whisperer




As a side effect of losing his Hulk abilities, Rick briefly gains the ability to learn any task at lightning speed. He uses this ability to become a master hacktivist known as the Whisperer during the Avengers: Standoff! storyline and secretly aids the new Captain America. He uncovers a plot by Maria Hill called Project Kobik[image: External link], which uses shattered Cosmic Cube remains to create a new cube.[41] Phil Coulson's group learns about Pleasant Hill and Rick's involvement. Deathlok, Daisy Johnson, and Jemma Simmons investigated Rick' house and discovered a hidden escape route. They follow Rick through the Morlock Tunnels and apprehend him. During an interrogation at the S.H.I.E.L.D. Battlecarrier, the New Avengers arrived to retrieve Jones from S.H.I.E.L.D.[42] It turns out that the New Avengers were contacted by Rick through a pre-recorded video that was to be sent to them in the event that the alien nanobots he ingested noticed him being unconscious. The New Avengers invading the S.H.I.E.L.D. Battlecarrier to retrieve Jones prompts The Pentagon[image: External link] into retaliating by unleashing a monster called the American Kaiju on the New Avengers.[43] In the aftermath of the events that transpired at Pleasant Hill, Steve Rogers offers Rick the chance to join S.H.I.E.L.D. as part of his reparations for his hacktivism.[44]

During the Secret Empire storyline, a hacker named Rashaun Lucas is entrusted with key data by Rick Jones that Jones says will prove the truth about Captain America, who at the time was reprogrammed by Red Skull's clone using the powers of Kobik into being a Hydra sleeper agent. Captain America later sentenced a captive Rick Jones to death by firing squad.[45]
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 Powers and abilities




Rick Jones is an athletic man who previously had no superhuman powers. He has received training in combat gymnastics by Captain America, making him a highly skilled martial artist. He is also a skilled self-taught folk and rock 'n' roll singer and guitarist.

At one point Jones wielded the Destiny Force, a powerful ability utilized during the Kree-Skrull War storyline. With this power, through focus, he was able to perform amazing feats such as pull various members of the superhero team Avengers from the past, present and future, although this ability is generally random unless another controlling influence, such as Libra[image: External link], is assisting him.[46]

Jones' latent psionic potential was once unleashed by the Kree Supreme Intelligence, but Jones is unable to utilize it at will. He was also for a time able to shift spatial/temporal positions with Mar-Vell, and later Genis-Vell.

After being held captive and subjected to extreme experiments by the Intelligencia,[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Rick Jones has gained the ability to transform into a creature resembling the Abomination, granting him vast superhuman strength and durability (even the Red Hulk only caused superficial damage), but stunting his speech patterns in a similar manner to the classic Hulk persona.[30] His scales can change color to blend in with his surroundings. Following experimentation on him by MODOK, Rick's human persona became dominant, but at the price of trapping him in A-Bomb form.[47] Bruce speculates in a later storyline that this is actually a deliberate, albeit subconscious, action on Rick's part stemming from his fear of allowing others to come to harm because he may be unable to help them, prompting him to remain A-Bomb so that he can always be ready to help.[48] Due to the Hulk's wish, Rick can now transform at will while maintaining his full intelligence and personality.[49] He would lose his powers as A-Bomb when the Hulk, under a new persona called "Doc Green," decided to eliminate all the other Gamma powered people, and injected A-Bomb with a dose of the cure, which made Rick completely human once more.[50]

As a consequence of being depowered from his A-Bomb form, Rick's brain was changed. According to himself, he was now able to pick new skills up lightning-fast.[51] This ability eventually faded, after Rick became an expert on technology and security, but before he learned how to make his own honey.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Other versions
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 Marvel 2099




In the series Spider-Man 2099[image: External link], which is set in the future, Thanatos first appeared in 2099 chasing a confused, amnesiac man known as the Net Prophet.[52] He was later revealed to be an alternate Rick Jones who had stayed with the Supreme Intelligence[image: External link] after the Kree-Skrull War. Thanatos wanted to merge various Ricks into an "Ultimate Rick Jones". He was defeated by the Rick Jones of the present and the Rick of the Future Imperfect[image: External link] timeline.[53]
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 The Incredible Hulk: Future Imperfect




In the dystopian alternate future seen in the miniseries The Incredible Hulk: Future Imperfect, in which the Hulk has become the insane megalomaniac known as the Maestro[image: External link] after two nuclear wars, the elderly Rick Jones is the near-senile and crippled leader of the last bastion of resistance against the Maestro. He lives in a museum of artifacts that had belonged to various deceased superhumans. He uses a time machine to send his followers back in time to recruit the Hulk in order to defeat the Maestro. During the ensuing conflict, Rick is killed, and before the Hulk returns to his own time period, he spreads Rick's ashes over Captain America's shield before throwing it into space.[54][55]
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 House of M




In the House of M storyline, Private Genis-Vell[image: External link] stumbles upon a tombstone that stated that Rick Jones died at a young age from some unknown tragic accident.[56]
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 The Last Avengers Story




In the future time period seen in The Last Avengers Story[image: External link], Rick Jones has created a super-hero vault to hold important artifacts and information. It is raided by Ultron in a bid to kill the Avengers.[57]
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 Ultimate Marvel




In Ultimate Origins[image: External link] #5, the Ultimate Watchers[image: External link] announce to the Fantastic Four[image: External link] that they "will now pick a herald to help you with your new world order." They choose young Rick, who then develops superpowers in his backyard in Queens[image: External link].[58]

Six months after Ultimatum[image: External link], Rick woke up in a hospital from a coma[image: External link] that was induced by the surge of energy given to him by the Watchers. Rick's mother thought her son was a mutant, and confided in her neighbor, May Parker[image: External link]. May then told Peter[image: External link], Bobby[image: External link] and Johnny[image: External link] to "suit up" and go talk to Rick. When they confronted Rick, he was startled and accidentally used his newfound powers to teleport himself and Spider-Man to a restaurant in Ann Arbor, Michigan[image: External link]. Getting even more scared, Rick stated that he wanted to go home, at which point he teleported themselves back to New York. When Bobby told Rick it was okay to be a mutant, Rick exclaimed that he wasn't a mutant and that he was given his powers by a "floating eye". At this point, Johnny recalled over a half a year prior when he and the former Fantastic Four were investigating the appearance of the Watchers. He then told Rick that he must be the herald the Watchers had chosen.[59]

Upon learning this, Rick was too upset and reluctant to accept the Watchers' mysterious role and wanted to travel to Project Pegasus[image: External link] to demand the Watcher Uatu, who was previously kept there, of relinquishing his powers. Despite Johnny Storm's protest, Rick teleported everyone to Project Pegasus and discovered it be attacked and trespassed by the Serpent Squad. Rick and his allies fought the Serpent Squad, in which Rick successfully controls his powers in defeating the Squad. After returning to New York, Rick realized that he actually enjoys having superpowers and chooses to take the superhero alias Nova. Rick decided to go on a self-discovering journey to understand what his role is for the world after bidding goodbye to his family.[60]
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 In other media
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 Television





	Rick Jones first appeared in the 1966 The Marvel Super Heroes series, voiced by Paul Soles[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] In the episode "The Origin of the Hulk", Bruce Banner rushes out to save Rick from the Gamma Bomb blast which turns Bruce into the Hulk. Afterwards, Rick befriends Bruce and does his best to try to help him in his adventures and keep Hulk's secret.

	Rick Jones was also a regular character on the 1982 The Incredible Hulk[image: External link], voiced by Michael Horton[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] There, Rick was blond, wore a cowboy hat, and had a girlfriend named Rita.

	Rick Jones appeared in the 1994 Fantastic Four[image: External link] cartoon series, voiced by Benny Grant[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] He was seen in the episode "Nightmare In Green".

	Rick Jones was a regular character on the 1996 animated program The Incredible Hulk[image: External link], voiced by Luke Perry[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] In the first-season finale, he falls into the radiation-saturated Nutrient Bath which had been used to separate Hulk and Bruce Banner and was at that moment being used to fuse them back together. Rick soaks up enough of the gamma radiation to become his own teenaged Hulk version. Rick is later cured after the Leader[image: External link] absorbed his power in order to restore his own with Gargoyle[image: External link]'s help.

	Rick Jones appeared in Iron Man: Armored Adventures, voiced by Andrew Francis[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] In the episode "Uncontrollable", the Controller found the task of controlling the Hulk himself impossible, so instead tries to control Rick and use his friendship with Hulk to carry out revenge on A.I.M. When both attempts fail, the latter due to Iron Man's intervention, he decides to take control of Iron Man. Rick and Pepper Potts are eventually able to convince Hulk to smash the Controller's disk on Iron Man, causing the Controller to pass out with the thought of being smashed by Iron Man's Dynamo Buster armor and Hulk simultaneously. He reappears in a flashback during the episode "Rage of the Hulk" when Bruce Banner describes Hulk's origins. Bruce calls Rick a 'runaway'.

	Rick Jones/A-Bomb appears in various Marvel cartoons seen in on Disney XD[image: External link], voiced by Seth Green[image: External link].[61][62]

	The character first appears in Hulk and the Agents of S.M.A.S.H.[image: External link] as A-Bomb. Rick Jones develops some levitating cameras to film the Hulk's heroic acts in the style of a reality show. During the fight against Annihilus[image: External link]'s army, Rick is exposed to gamma radiation and mutates into his A-Bomb form but retains his original personality. Afterwards, A-Bomb is the one who comes up with a name for their group called the Agents of S.M.A.S.H. with the Hulk, She-Hulk[image: External link], Red Hulk[image: External link] and Skaar[image: External link].

	The character has sporadic appearances in the Ultimate Spider-Man[image: External link] cartoon series; A-Bomb is seen in Ultimate Spider-Man: Web Warriors and in his human form appears in Ultimate Spider-Man vs. The Sinister Six. In the episode "Contest of Champions" Pt. 3, the Collector summons A-Bomb alongside She-Hulk and Hawkeye to help Thor fight the Grandmaster's team of Annihilus, Attuma[image: External link] and Terrax[image: External link]. In the episode "Contest of Champions" Pt. 4, A-Bomb is among the heroes that are freed by Spider-Man and She-Hulk. The episode "Return to the Spider-Verse" Pt. 3 features a Noir[image: External link] version who is a member of Joe Fixit's gang where he calls himself A-Bombardier and dislikes being called Jonesy. Spider-Man and Kid Arachnid arrive in the midst of a gang war between Fixit's gang and a rival gang led by Hammerhead[image: External link]. A-Bombardier is then among the ones transmuted to stone by Mister Negative[image: External link], causing Spider-Man and Kid Arachnid to convince Spider-Man Noir[image: External link] and Fixit to work together to help defeat Mister Negative. After Mister Negative's defeat, A-Bombardier is among those who are restored to normal.
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 Film





	Rick Jones appears in an early script of the 2003 feature film[image: External link] Hulk[image: External link].[63] The character was replaced by Harper (portrayed by Kevin Rankin[image: External link]), Bruce's colleague whom he saved from the gamma radiations.
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 Video games





	Rick Jones appears in The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] video game, voiced by Jon Curry. In the game, he is a faithful ally of the Hulk and seems to share his comic book counterpart's back story as a sidekick.

	A-Bomb appears as an NPC in Marvel: Ultimate Alliance 2[image: External link], with vocal effects provided by Fred Tatasciore[image: External link]. He ends up under the control of The Fold when he is encountered in Wakanda on the path to the Black Panther's palace. He is assisted in battle by Justice[image: External link].[64] His powers were later copied by Nick Fury's Nanite form along with the powers and abilities of Electro[image: External link], Firestar[image: External link], Multiple Man[image: External link] and Bishop[image: External link].

	The character appears as a DLC[image: External link] playable character in Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link], voiced by Will Friedle[image: External link] (Rick Jones) and by Steven Blum[image: External link] (A-Bomb).

	A-Bomb is a playable character in Marvel: Avengers Alliance.[65]


	A-Bomb appears as a playable character in Lego Marvel's Avengers, voiced by Robbie Daymond[image: External link].[66] One mission has the players protecting A-Bomb from scientists that want to cure him, as A-Bomb wants to get a selfie with the Hulk.
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Jack Monroe (comics)






Jack Monroe is a fictional superhero appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. Originally introduced as a sidekick to the second Captain America. He was first introduced under the identity of Bucky and later became the most well-known incarnation of Nomad.
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 Publication history




A character with a complicated history, Monroe's origin involves a complex series of retcons[image: External link]. Although the character's first real appearance is as "Bucky" in Captain America #153, the origin of the character, first revealed in Captain America #155 (again by Englehart and Buscema), identifies him as the "Bucky" that appeared in Captain America comics which were originally published in the 1950s.

When they were first published between 1953 and 1954 those Captain America stories, which were written by Stan Lee and illustrated by Mort Lawrence and John Romita, Sr.[image: External link], starred Steve Rogers (the original Captain America) and Bucky and were clearly set in the 1950s, with the duo prominently battling communism and a communist Red Skull. However, when the character returned in Avengers #4 (March 1964), it is revealed that the original Captain America has been in a state of suspended animation since a battle he fought near the close of World War II, a battle in which the original Bucky perished.

The 1950s stories were thus considered outside of official canon until Englehart's 1972 Captain America storyline (#153–156; September–December 1972), which attempted to resolve the discrepancy by showing how a teenager (Monroe is simply referred to as "Bucky" throughout, the name "Jack Monroe" was introduced in later stories) and an unnamed man (later known as "The Grand Director") had assumed both the public and private identities of the original Captain America and Bucky as part of a government-sponsored program which planned to replace the lost heroes to combat the "red threat". Captain America #155, which reveals how the two gain super-powers by injecting themselves with a "Super-Soldier Formula" that they find in old Nazi files. The formula initially grants them abilities similar to those of the original Captain America (Steve Rogers). However, the formula made no mention of the essential Vita-ray exposure portion of the treatment and the absence causes its effects to eventually give them psychotic symptoms. As a result, the two are arrested and put into suspended animation by government agents.

This complicated origin is the reason that some sources list Young Men #24 (December 1953; the first appearance of the communist hunting Captain America and Bucky) as Monroe's first appearance, though the issue was originally intended to depict the original Bucky. A later story, What If[image: External link] #4, (August 1977), further complicates the Bucky history by introducing another "Bucky" (Fred Davis) that takes on the role in 1945, many years before Monroe assumes the title, which makes Monroe the third "Bucky" chronologically.

Monroe was mostly portrayed as essentially having the same powers as the first Captain America, Steve Rogers. This has long been a matter of contention in the comics as Monroe received his powers from the same sample of the Super-Soldier Serum that gave the 1950s Captain America superhuman strength. He became super strong but after being exposed to stabilizing rays (similar to the Vita-rays Steve Rogers received) his strength normalized to peak human.

In Captain America #153–156 "Bucky" and his partner are briefly reawakened decades after being put in suspended animation. In Captain America #232–236 (April–August 1979) — by writers Roger McKenzie, Jim Shooter and Michael Fleisher[image: External link] and artist Sal Buscema — "Captain America" is revived and brainwashed into becoming the fascistic "Grand Director", who shoots and apparently kills his former partner Bucky and later apparently commits suicide. Writer J. M. DeMatteis resurrected the "Bucky" character in Captain America #281 (May 1983), which is the first comic that names him as "Jack Monroe". That story reveals that the gun was loaded with blanks, and the cured Monroe is given the Nomad identity by Steve Rogers in Captain America #282 (June 1983). Nomad then becomes Captain America's partner for the next two years of published comics. DeMatteis' successor as writer of the series, Mark Gruenwald, had Nomad end the partnership in Captain America #309 (September 1985). Gruenwald said he did this "because Nomad made Cap seem old. Cap had to take the mentor relationship with Nomad, and he was coming off as everyone's favorite father figure rather than as the active vital superhero."[1]

However, Gruenwald continued to feature the character in Captain America intermittently. He features in Captain America #324–325 (December 1986–January 1987), and after Steve Rogers is stripped of his Captain America identity, Nomad appears in a storyline which continues for over a year of Captain America stories (#336–350; December 1987–February 1989) where Nomad is one of Rogers's partners as he continues being a superhero under the identity of "The Captain". During this storyline Nomad is depicted as a tetchy and insolent character who takes an instant disliking to Demolition Man, a dislike which only increases when it becomes evident that Vagabond[image: External link] is attracted to him. Though not explicitly stated in the stories themselves, the Captain America letters pages explained that the formula which gave Nomad his powers was again causing him to become aggressive and mentally unstable.

The character next starred in the eight page story "Angel in the Snow" in Marvel Comics Presents[image: External link] #14 (March 1989), which was written by Fabian Nicieza, a writer who would go on to script most of the character's appearances in the following decade and a half. The story is followed up in a backup story in Captain America Annual #9 (1989), in which Monroe discards his spandex outfit and becomes an urban vigilante.

In 1990, Nomad starred in an eponymous four-issue miniseries, written by Nicieza and penciled by James Fry III (November 1990–February 1991). Captain America Annual #10 features a prologue to the upcoming Nomad ongoing series. Again written by Nicieza, the series lasted 25 issues (May 1992–May 1994) and featured artwork from several artists, most notably Pat Olliffe[image: External link] and S. Clarke Hawbaker. At one point in the series Monroe spends an extended period in Los Angeles, California[image: External link] and in one issue (#9; January 1993) Nicieza addresses the subject of the 1992 Los Angeles riots[image: External link] which had recently occurred when the story was first published. In an interview around this time, Nicieza commented, "There are times when I start burning out, getting sick of comics. And then, I'll start plotting or scripting an issue of Nomad, and by the time I'm done, I feel great. ... [Nomad is] about Jack Munroe trying to cope with a life that he doesn't have any control over, it's about America, and it's about life. Jack also uses so many detective cliches that it's a blast writing his dialogue — where else can I use, 'The french fries were wetter than a swimsuit calendar'?"[2]

"Dead Man's Hand", a crossover[image: External link] with the Punisher War Journal and Daredevil series also being published at that time, sees Nomad teaming up with the Punisher and Daredevil against a coalition of criminal organizations. The title was also involved in the 1993 Infinity Crusade[image: External link] crossover, and in his own series, Nomad confronts an evil clone of Gambit[image: External link]. At the close of the Nomad ongoing series, the character was believed dead.

In Thunderbolts #49 (April 2001) it was revealed that he was in fact placed in suspended animation and was revived and temporarily brainwashed into being a new version of the Scourge character. Monroe is next shown by writer Ed Brubaker and artist Steve Epting in Captain America (vol. 5) #3 (April 2005) being shot dead by a mysterious assailant.

Captain America (vol. 5) #7 (July 2005) by Brubaker and artist John Paul Leon[image: External link] then reveals the events of the last few days of Monroe's life.
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Jack Monroe was born in Naugatuck, Connecticut[image: External link]. He became an adventurer and the partner of William Burnside who had assumed the identity of Steve Rogers in the 1950s. After operating together for some time as Bucky and Captain America, respectively, the two were placed in suspended animation. The two superheroes are reawakened decades after being put in suspended animation. In their delusional state, the man and teenager who were the 1950s Captain America and Bucky attempt to kill the original Captain America and the Falcon. However they are eventually captured and returned to a state of suspended animation.[3]

Burnside is later revived and brainwashed by the psychologist Doctor Faustus into becoming the fascistic Grand Director, leader of the National Force[image: External link]. Under Faustus' control Burnside shoots and apparently kills his former partner Bucky. Faustus and Burnside are defeated by the original Captain America and Daredevil after which Burnside commits suicide.[4]

It is later revealed that Faustus had loaded the gun with blanks as he intended to use Monroe in a later plot which was never realized. Monroe was subsequently taken into S.H.I.E.L.D. custody and seemingly cured of his psychotic symptoms. Monroe then sought out Steve Rogers, and dons a Bucky costume to help him defeat the female terrorist Viper.[5] Monroe is then given Rogers' former Nomad identity, and Monroe dons the Nomad costume to battle the Viper alongside Captain America.[6] Nomad next battled the Slayer.[7]

Nomad then became Captain America's partner, and battled the Sisters of Sin[image: External link].[8] As Bucky, he psychologically battled Baron Zemo.[9] Nomad helped Captain America defeat the Red Skull, a conflict in which the Red Skull seemingly perished.[10] Nomad completed a successful solo mission apprehending the deranged Madcap[image: External link], and afterwards ends his partnership with Captain America.[11]

Nomad later obtained a new costume, and battled the Slug[image: External link], dismantling his criminal empire with Captain America's assistance.[12] Monroe returns again after Steve Rogers is stripped of the Captain America identity by the Commission on Superhuman Activities.[13] Rogers continues being a superhero under the identity of "The Captain" and, wearing a black version of his regular costume, he begins traveling the country fighting evil with a group of his former partners, including Nomad, Demolition Man and the Falcon. The group also includes Nomad's then-girlfriend, a neophyte adventurer who goes by the codename Vagabond[image: External link]. During this storyline Nomad is depicted as a tetchy and insolent character who takes an instant disliking to Demolition Man, a dislike increased by an apparent attraction between Vagabond and Demolition Man.

Nomad battled Vibro[image: External link].[14] When a faction of the Serpent Society under the leadership of the terrorist Viper attempts to poison the Washington, DC[image: External link] water supply, The Captain and his team intervenes. During these events, Nomad, Vagabond, and Demolition Man are captured by The Commission and imprisoned. The former Serpent Society leader known as Sidewinder[image: External link] uses his teleportation ability to enter the jail and free Diamondback, a Society member who has remained loyal to Sidewinder and helped The Captain fight Viper, and as a result was in jail, too. Sidewinder offers to free the other heroes imprisoned there, but Vagabond and Demolition Man turn him down, saying that they think it was wrong to flee the authorities. Nomad scoffs at this notion, and decides to leave the jail with Sidewinder and Diamondback.[15] This incident ends his relationship with Vagabond. The Captain approaches Nomad for help, but finds Nomad in a bar, drunk. Upon finding out Rogers plans to give himself up to the Commission, Nomad refuses to help him and the two men part on bad terms.[16]

Going solo again, Nomad began a war against drug dealer Umberto Safilios.[17] Monroe later discards his spandex outfit choosing to become an urban vigilante.[18] Monroe kidnaps an infant girl from her drug addicted mother, naming her "Bucky". The Commission on Superhuman Activities begins to put Monroe under scrutiny. The Commission, allied with the military, sends Steve Rogers (now restored to the Captain America role) to try and subdue Nomad. In a subsequent firefight Nomad defeats Safilios, and kills several drug dealers and government officials.[19] Nomad begins to spend some time on the road, dealing with problems not usually the purview of superheroes, such as AIDS[image: External link], homelessness[image: External link], and hate crimes[image: External link].[20]

At one point Monroe spends an extended period in Los Angeles, California[image: External link]. While in L.A. Nomad becomes loosely affiliated with the "Undergrounders", a network of people across America who willingly help each other out in need. This allows Nomad access to trusted babysitters when he needs to enter situations far, far too dangerous for Bucky (though many think Nomad's life is consistently far too dangerous). During this phase of his life, Nomad sheds much of his previous acerbic, self-destructive personality, and becomes a more laid-back, compassionate person. Later Nomad realizes that both he and/or Bucky could be infected with HIV, Bucky due to her parentage and Nomad due to his time receiving medical care from the Undergrounders. He has himself and Bucky tested but it is never revealed if either of them are infected.

Nomad later teams up with the Punisher and Daredevil against a coalition of criminal organizations.[21] During the Infinity Crusade[image: External link], Nomad is shown among dozens of superheroes who travel into outer space. Nomad doesn't have much involvement in the events, however, and he and Forge[image: External link] are literally seen hanging around during much of the action.[22] Nomad does confront an evil clone of Gambit[image: External link] who had gotten lost on the way to the battles.[23] Around this time, Nomad is one of the heroes recruited by Doctor Strange[image: External link] to battle the demonic threat of Lilin, a powerful ancient queen.[24]

During his time on the road, Nomad confronts the Hate-Monger, Man-Thing and even the mother of Bucky herself, who had been brainwashed into a trained assassin sent to kill him. The assassination training is done by the 'Favor Broker', an adversary who plagues Nomad throughout much of his series.

Nomad is eventually believed dead after a confrontation with his old hometown's Nazi militia (Monroe's father had been a Nazi sympathizer during World War II) but he had been placed in suspended animation. An innocent bystander's body was used to replace his.[25]

It was revealed that he was in fact placed in suspended animation and later revived by Henry Gyrich[image: External link] who infused Monroe's body with nanites[image: External link] that placed him under Gyrich's command, and turned Monroe into a new version of the Scourge of the Underworld.[26] Though Monroe was conscious and aware of his actions, he could neither resist Gyrich's orders nor reveal his true identity or details of his servitude to anyone. As Scourge, he battled the Thunderbolts who eventually freed him from Gyrich's control.[27]

Monroe is shot dead by a mysterious assailant as he leaves a bar.[28] Monroe had returned to his original Nomad costume and identity and began to relapse into some psychotic episodes and symptoms. At this time, Monroe had checked in on his former ward he called Bucky who had since been adopted. The cyborg assassin Winter Soldier is ultimately revealed to be Monroe's assassin.[29]
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While Jack Monroe's strength, endurance, reflexes, and agility were not beyond the limits of the human body, they were superior to that of any Olympic athlete who ever competed. As a result of not going through the Vita-Ray process, his transformation eventually drove him insane and gave him a form of cancer.

As Nomad, he wore a pair of stun-discs on each shoulder near the collarbone. These 6-inch (150 mm) tool-steel alloy discs could be thrown as projectile weapons.

Monroe has extensive experience in hand-to-hand combat, having received personal tutoring by Captain America. He is also an expert marksman.

As Scourge, he had access to an array of equipment based on devices confiscated from costumed criminals, created for the Scourge identity by the Commission on Superhuman Activities on Henry Gyrich's orders. Such items seen in use by Monroe include versions of the Goblin glider[image: External link], the Unicorn's energy-projecting headgear, and Stilt-Man[image: External link]'s telescoping legs, as well as other unspecified weaponry. Certain items were installed in the Scourge costume, while others were miniaturized with Pym particles[image: External link] and stored in one of the costume's gauntlets; all of this equipment was accessible through voice-coded commands. Monroe was also able to use his gauntlet's store of Pym particles to alter his own size or that of other people and objects; however, his supply of the particles was not infinite, and exhausting that supply could force him to abandon much of his stored weaponry.
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Free Spirit (comics)






Free Spirit is a fictional character appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. She first appeared in Captain America vol. 1 #431 (September 1994), and was created by Mark Gruenwald and Dave Hoover.
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As a graduate student[image: External link], Cathy Webster participates in an unsanctioned psychology[image: External link] experiment involving subliminal[image: External link] recordings. She is subliminally programmed to hate all men, and her body is subjected to "mutagenic radiation". The radiation enhances her body to peak physical condition similar to Captain America. Cathy eventually overcomes her brainwashing and discovers the woman in charge of the experiment, a criminal scientist named Superia.[1] She also crosses paths with the criminal Baron Zemo and the morally ambiguous Diamondback.[2] Captain America and Cathy aid another hero, Jack Flag, in defeating the Serpent Society, who had infiltrated Sandhaven, Arizona[image: External link]. She infiltrated their headquarters and attacked Coachwhip[image: External link], defeating her and wearing her costume as a disguise.[3] Captain America then takes Free Spirit and Jack Flag under his wing, where he trains them to be heroes. They join Captain America's network of computer operatives called the "Captain America Hotline", fighting against ULTIMATUM[image: External link], AIM[image: External link], and Madcap[image: External link]. When Captain America temporarily loses his powers due to the breakdown of the Super Soldier Serum[image: External link] in his bloodstream, he bequeathed the hotline to Jack, Cathy, Fabian Stankowicz[image: External link] and Zach Moonhunter[image: External link].[4]
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 The Initiative




Cathy is being considered as a "potential recruit" for the Initiative[image: External link] program, according to Civil War: Battle Damage Report.[5]
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After Steve Rogers was restored to his prime, he recruited Jack Flag and Free Spirit as part of S.H.I.E.L.D. in order to combat the growing threat of Hydra. They went to Bagalia[image: External link] to deal with Baron Zemo and his 'New Masters'. However, Jack ignored Captain America's orders to remain with Free Spirit and went after Zemo himself, confronting him on his getaway plane and defeating him. Angry at him, Rogers throws Flag from the airplane without a parachute, before saying "Hail Hydra" at the end of the issue.[6] Free Spirit manages to find him on the street, unconscious but alive, until all the villains of Bagalia attempt to kill them. They are eventually rescued by Steve Rogers and the S.H.I.E.L.D. squad in time to get Jack Flag medical attention, who fell into a coma as a result of the injury.[7] She is later seen talking to a comatose Jack on the medical bay when Rick Jones arrives, attempting to cheer her up.[8] When Steve Rogers attempted to kill Jack, by injecting him with a poison, Free Spirit arrives and tells Steve that Jack's family had decided to disconnect him. During Jack's funeral, Steve tries to help Cathy and Rick, who are still in grief.[9]
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Like Captain America, Cathy has been augmented to peak physical condition. She has reached a high level of martial prowess, including basic acrobatics and street fighting techniques, from training sessions with Captain America and Jack Flag.
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Jack Flag






This article is about the comic book hero. For the naval flag, see Jack (flag)[image: External link].

Jack Flag (Jack Harrison) is a fictional character[image: External link] appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. A minor patriotic hero, he has occasionally appeared alongside Captain America and has been a member of the Guardians of the Galaxy.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Publication history




He first appeared in Captain America (1st series) #434 (December 1994), and was created by Mark Gruenwald and Dave Hoover.
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Jack and his brother, Drake, were members of Captain America's computer hotline network. Together, they created a citizen's patrol group in their hometown Sandhaven, Arizona[image: External link]. Several criminals attacked Drake; the attack left him unable to use his legs. After the attack, Jack and Drake discovered that the Serpent Society had infiltrated their hometown and they had attempted to contact the local authorities. They found that law enforcement had been bribed[image: External link] by the Serpent Society. Jack, unhappy with this information, began training in martial arts and weight lifting so that he could fight the Serpent Society on his own. He took on a disguise becoming Jack Flag, an identity which he thought would make Captain America proud.[1]

During a bank robbery, Jack intervened and stepped on Rock Python[image: External link] and Fer-de-Lance[image: External link] (both of whom were members of the Serpent Society). Shortly after this, Jack attempted to infiltrate the Society, but King Cobra did not fully trust Flag. King Cobra sent Jack to steal a painting from Mr. Hyde, who severely beat Jack. While fighting, Hyde's chemicals drenched Jack and he developed superhuman physical abilities. After receiving his new powers, Flag easily defeated Mr. Hyde and retrieved the painting. Before returning the painting to King Cobra, Flag contacted Captain America's hotline and informed them that the Serpent Society was in Sandhaven.[2] Impressed that he was able to defeat Mr. Hyde, Cobra tried out Jack as a new King Cobra. While Flag was undercover with the Serpent Society, Captain America, and his protégé[image: External link], Free Spirit, showed up to aid Jack and defeat the Society. Jack followed Captain America and Free Spirit east, aiding them against ULTIMATUM[image: External link], AIM[image: External link], and Madcap[image: External link]. When Captain America believed he was dying, he charged Jack Flag, Free Spirit, Fabian Stankowicz[image: External link] and Zach Moonhunter[image: External link] with maintaining his hotline.[3]
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 Civil War




During the Civil War storyline, Jack Flag helped a woman escape a group of gangsters. Because of this, he is targeted by the new Thunderbolts for violating the Superhuman Registration Act.[4] He is able to subdue almost all of the Thunderbolt's team. As he escaped, he is then stabbed in the spine by Bullseye[image: External link], puncturing his cauda equina[image: External link] and apparently leaving him paralyzed. Bullseye states that Flag would "never walk again".[5] He is then taken into custody, where he is severely beaten by an enraged Swordsman[image: External link].
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 Guardians of the Galaxy




Jack Flag is later shown leading the prisoners of the Negative Zone prison against Blaastar[image: External link]'s army, which he does so from a wheelchair.[6] After escaping with the Guardians of the Galaxy,[7] Jack's spine is repaired, in two minutes, by Knowhere[image: External link]'s medical staff. He opts to remain on the station rather than return to Earth (where he would be considered a fugitive).[8] He later joins the Guardians as part of 'The Kree Team' during the crossover event War of Kings[image: External link],[9] and is still an active member of the team in The Thanos Imperative[image: External link].[10] During the War of Kings storyline, one of many alternate future iterations of the 31st Century Guardian, Starhawk, kidnaps Jack Flag, Starlord, Bug, Mantis, and Cosmo. They discover that the future is in a perilous flux due to "The Fault": a multi-parsec wide tear in the fabric of spacetime. The tear was created as a result of Black Bolt of the Inhuman-lead Kree Empire having detonated a bomb so powerful it ruptured the Dark Matter holding the universe together. The Guardians make their way through this odyssey, attempting to deliver a message to Adam Warlock, who is in the 21st Century just prior to the T-Bomb's Detonation. The Guardians are suffering symptoms of the broken time-stream. With Peter Quill, via the use of a Bodoon enslaved Celestial and the telepathic dog Cosmo, Warlock manages to stop the growth of the Fault. The tear remains, opening a door for greater perils: Warlock has become his evil self, The Magus, as a result of his saving the universe from destruction via the Fault's expansion, Star Lord becomes geriatric, Mantis an infant, Bug an adolescent, Cosmo a puppy, and Jack Flag seems intangible. Starhawk reveals to him that this is due to Jack Flag's "unique nature". He informs him that it is Jack Flag's destiny to reshape the universe. This has yet to be further explored.
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Jack Flag later returned to Earth, recruited by the rejuvenated Steve Rogers to be a part of S.H.I.E.L.D. and join the fight against the growing threat of Hydra. He and Free Spirit went to Bagalia[image: External link] to deal with Baron Zemo and his "New Masters". Jack ignored Rogers' orders to stay with Free Spirit and went after Zemo himself, confronting him on his getaway plane and defeating him. Angry at him, Rogers throws Flag from the airplane without a parachute, before saying "Hail Hydra".[11] Free Spirit finds him unconscious, but alive, on the street when the villains of Bagalia appear and attempt to kill them. They're eventually rescued by Rogers and other members of S.H.I.E.L.D. in time to get Jack Flag medical attention. He had fallen into a coma as a result of the injury.[12] He's later seen in the medical bay in a comatose state, while Free Spirit and Rick Jones visit him.[13] Later, Steve Rogers attempts to kill Jack, by injecting him with a poison, until Free Spirit arrives and tells him that Jack's family decided to disconnect him. During his funeral, Steve tries to help Cathy and Rick, who are still in grief.[14]
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 Powers and abilities




After being drenched with Mr. Hyde's chemicals, Jack Flag gained superhuman strength, stamina, and durability. He is also a superb athlete and a skilled martial artist.
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Demolition Man (comics)






For other uses of "Demolition Man", see Demolition Man (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Demolition Man (Dennis Dunphy), also known as D-Man, is a fictional[image: External link] superhero appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics.
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Dennis Dunphy first appeared in The Thing #28 (October, 1985) and was created by Mike Carlin and Ron Wilson[image: External link]. He first appeared as Demolition-Man in Captain America #328 (April 1987).
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Dennis Dunphy was born in Lincoln, Nebraska[image: External link]. Dennis became an aspiring athlete who received the strength augmentation treatments offered by Power Broker[image: External link], Inc. Finding himself too strong now for normal sports, he became a professional wrestler and member of the Unlimited Class Wrestling Federation[image: External link] (UCWF) along with other superheroes and supervillains such as the Beyonder, the Thing, and Screaming Mimi[image: External link]. He refused to throw a fight with the Thing, and was defeated.[2] He was later mentally compelled by the Puppet Master[image: External link] to attack the Thing.[3] Dunphy refused the Power Broker's order to help kill Ms. Marvel[image: External link]. He revealed his addiction to the Power Broker's drug to the Thing, and went through a painful withdrawal when the Power Broker cut off his drug supply.[4]

After the fall of the UCWF, Dunphy became the Demolition Man and teamed up with Captain America to investigate Power Broker, Inc. His costume was intentionally designed so the body of it was a duplicate of Daredevil's first costume, and the hood was a knock-off of Wolverine's. He was successful in rescuing Captain America from Karl Malus[image: External link] and helping Captain America catch him.[5] Dunphy was captured by the Power Broker and subjected to further treatments which augmented his strength further but damaged his heart. While under the influence of the stimulant, he went mad and attacked Captain America. Dunphy suffered a heart attack[image: External link], his second augmentation was reversed and he was hospitalized.[6] Dunphy took a step back from superhero activity to take over Captain America's hotline.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Soon after this, Steve Rogers was stripped of his Captain America costume by the Commission on Superhuman Activities (CSA) and went missing. Demolition Man joined Falcon, Nomad[image: External link], and Vagabond[image: External link] in searching for Rogers. They discovered Rogers, who had renamed himself simply "The Captain", and they all became a short-lived informal team. They defeated the Serpent Squad in their first outing.[7] D-Man aided the Captain, Falcon, and Nomad against Famine[image: External link].[8] D-Man was nearly killed in battle by Titania[image: External link].[9] He began teaching Vagabond hand-to-hand combat, but was attacked by a jealous Nomad. He fought Anaconda[image: External link] and Slither[image: External link] of the Serpent Society.[10] He was attacked and poisoned by Viper, and mistakenly fought Battle Star. Dunphy was arrested by the CSA and held for questioning about The Captain's activities.[11]

When Dennis was finally released by the CSA, he sought out the Captain, discovering that not only had his team disbanded, but that the East Coast Avengers team had also just disbanded and that the Captain was seeking new members. The Captain asked Demolition Man to join the Avengers and they almost immediately left on a mission at the request of Battlestar. Battlestar's partner was John Walker, Captain America's replacement, who was captured by Flag-Smasher and his group ULTIMATUM[image: External link]. While Battlestar and the Captain investigated ULTIMATUM's Arctic base, Demolition Man was left with their plane. During the fight, the Captain discovered that Flag-Smasher's base contained a doomsday weapon[image: External link] (an electromagnetic pulse generator), and he ordered Dunphy to set the plane on course to crash into the base and then bail out. Dennis set course, but then saw an enemy agent land on the plane. Dunphy elected to stay on the plane to ensure that it crashes. The plane exploded apparently with Dunphy in it, and Captain America was unable to find any trace of him.[12]

In a later adventure with Jack Frost[image: External link], Cap saw what he believed to be Dunphy's body frozen in suspended animation in ice near the North Magnetic Pole in the Arctic. However, he was unable to free him at that time.[13] Demolition Man had survived the explosion, but suffered wounds that rendered him mute and in a stupor, and was discovered living among the Inuit. During a backup story to "Operation: Galactic Storm[image: External link]", he was rescued by U.S. Agent and the Falcon and recovered under Avengers' care.[14] In time he became a hero of a subterranean group of homeless people[image: External link] called the Zero People. Dennis assisted the Avengers were attacked by Morgan LeFay[image: External link]'s forces. His inattention to hygiene caused many to sit far away from him.[15]

It was later established that Dunphy had become delusional and mentally unstable.[16] His intentions remained pure, but he had begun to believe that a "Cosmic Gamemaster" had asked him to retrieve the seven Infinity Gems[image: External link], which D-Man carried out by stealing common jewelry. At Ben Urich[image: External link]'s request, D-Man's hero Daredevil descended into the sewers and persuaded Dennis to get some help.[17]

In Civil War: War Crimes, an unnamed newspaper carried the headline "D-Parted: D-Man On The Run After Whereabouts Revealed By Anonymous Tip."

Dennis was being considered as a "potential recruit" for the Initiative program, according to Civil War: Battle Damage Report.[18]

During the Dark Reign storyline, D-Man was shown to be serving in the U.S. military in his civilian identity and covertly in his Demolition Man costume. For a while, he inspired several of his fellow soldiers to operate covertly in costumes as well, but he put a stop to that out of concern for their military careers. He continued operating by himself. How he recovered from the brain damage/mental instability he had been suffering from is unknown at this point.[19]

In a one-page strip in I Am An Avenger #2, D-man attended a picnic at Avengers Mansion and competed in a pie-eating contest, besting The Thing, Protector, and Valkyrie.[20]

D-Man made an appearance in New Avengers #7, while various heroes are being interviewed to be a nanny for Luke Cage and Jessica Jones. He appeared to be spontaneously weeping and his only lines were "I am so lonely...", "I think I came off desperate before--" and "Does Captain America ever talk about me?". When Jessica Jones said her mind is made up on a nanny (Squirrel Girl), Cage quipped "D-Man it is." to which she responds "Cute."[21]

Demolition Man is later recruited by Wonder Man[image: External link] to join his Revengers[image: External link].[22] Demolition Man and the rest of the Revengers are defeated by all three Avengers teams and is remanded to the Raft[image: External link]. Demolition Man claimed the Grandmaster called him to reclaim the Infinity Gems from the Avengers and that the Avengers haven't been returning his calls leading him to be recruited into the Revengers.[23]

He has been revealed to have been chosen by a brainwashed Henry Peter Gyrich[image: External link] to become the new Scourge of the Underworld.[24] Captain America tracks down the new Scourge and the two engage in an intense fight. During the altercation, Captain America recognizes his strength and voice and pleads with him to stop fighting. Demolition Man accuses Captain America of making deals with villains and providing them with new lives instead of punishment, and he takes control of the brawl and Captain America's shield. As Demolition Man is about to strike the killing blow, Sharon Carter arrives on the scene and fatally shoots him.[25]

Someone in Demolition Man's costume is later seen as one of the heroes being mentored by Roderick Kingsley[image: External link] during AXIS[image: External link]. It is unclear if this was Dennis or someone else.[26]

During the Secret Wars[image: External link] storyline, Dennis was accidentally resurrected by a young sorcerer that mistook the name "D-Man" for "demon." After visiting the Avengers Mansion and meeting with Edwin Jarvis and Rage[image: External link], he had the best day of his life, just before being killed by the incursion between Earth-616 and Earth-1610.[27]

After the eight month timeskip[image: External link] following Secret Wars[image: External link], Demolition Man is seen as one of the partners of Sam Wilson (now the new Captain America). It's not explained how he recovered from his seemingly fatal injuries, but Sam simply remarks "He's a survivor." As part of the All-New, All-Different Marvel event, Dennis started working for Captain America as a pilot, mechanic, technician, and field backup. Dennis also bought himself battle armor to "finally look cool."[28] He later returns to the UCWF for a special charity match against Battlestar, and the two men end up foiling an attempt to steal the money raised by the event. It is also revealed that he has a boyfriend.[29][30]
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Augmentation of Dennis Dunphy's physical attributes by Dr. Karl Malus[image: External link] on behalf of the Power Broker[image: External link] increased his physical strength, stamina and durability to superhuman levels. Dunphy possesses superhuman strength sufficient to enable him to lift at least 15 tons. He was addicted to a drug supplied by the Power Broker based on a lie that it was needed to stabilize his augmentation, but was used to keep him dependent on the Power Broker.[31]

He has a heart condition, increasing his vulnerability to excessive exertion.

Dennis is a skilled aircraft pilot. He is also an excellent hand-to-hand combatant, especially in wrestling, and received further training from Captain America.
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When Morgan le Fay[image: External link] usurps the Scarlet Witch's powers and remakes the world in Avengers vol. 3, all of the Avengers members are remade into medieval[image: External link] versions possessing the same powers. In this reality, Demolition Man is renamed Serf.
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Rikki Barnes






Rebecca "Rikki" Barnes is a fictional character[image: External link] appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. First introduced as the Counter-Earth[image: External link] incarnation of Bucky during the "Heroes Reborn" event, Rikki crossed over to Earth-616[image: External link] in Onslaught Reborn[image: External link] where she operates as Nomad.

Rikki Barnes first appears in Captain America (vol. 2) #1 (November 1996) and was created by Jeph Loeb[image: External link] and Rob Liefeld[image: External link].
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There are currently two versions of Rikki Barnes existing in the main Marvel Universe[image: External link]. The first is the version introduced in the Heroes Reborn series of books. She is native to this world that was created by Franklin Richards[image: External link] in order to save his family, the Fantastic Four, and the rest of the heroes who 'died' fighting Onslaught[image: External link]. Franklin was able to access this world through a blue orb he created. The heroes were healed and given new memories to adjust to this new reality. Rikki Barnes was a native to this world and granddaughter to her world's version of Bucky Barnes.

Her brother John was involved with a radical group led by the Red Skull and through that contact she met Captain America, eventually becoming his protégé. He and the other heroes left this world when they realized the danger they presented to it in Heroes Return, and Rikki stayed behind. Through various events this world was eventually brought into the Marvel Universe proper and is now the new Counter-Earth[image: External link]. But the crossover caused great ecological change and half the world was submerged underwater. Rikki eventually formed a group of like minded individuals to bring order and they called themselves the Young Allies[image: External link].
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After the events of M-Day[image: External link], Franklin[image: External link] became the target of an Onslaught[image: External link] that had been reborn from the mutant energy that had been stolen and unleashed during the events of that series. In an effort to escape the villain, Franklin revealed a green orb that contained a copy of the Heroes Reborn universe; however in this world the Heroes did not leave so all the damage that happened when the world was moved from its pocket dimension did not happen. Franklin, while running from Onslaught, eventually encountered Rikki, who summoned the Avengers to battle entity.

The fight against Onslaught would lead to the Baxter Building[image: External link] where Rikki sacrificed herself to push Onslaught into the Negative Zone[image: External link]. Rikki died willingly but instead of dying she found herself in the main reality Earth 616[image: External link].

Hearing that her Captain America was dead she felt lost again and clung to the only things she had, her heroism and her brother. While not technically her brother she sought out John Barnes of Earth-616[image: External link] and falsified an ID so she could go stay close to him. This John Barnes was actually a pretty nice guy, so she pretended to be Rikki Baines, his schoolmate and best friend. Rikki heard that there was a new Captain America and she desperately tried to meet him, unbeknownst to Rikki that he was James Buchanan Barnes, the Earth 616[image: External link] counterpart to her own grandfather. However, before she could meet him, she was intercepted by Black Widow[image: External link], who knew exactly who Rikki was, and cautioned her about trying to meet Captain America.

While in school she noticed several classmates acting odd and believed something was up but John felt she was just being paranoid. Bucky tried to investigate the school at night following the students but instead she found a wolfman who injured her and ripped her suit. When she got back to her modest apartment (which she paid for by washing dishes in a restaurant) she found a brand new Nomad costume and a note that it was for her. The next day at a coffee shop with John she got up the courage to ask John about his family. It turned out that his mother died during childbirth giving birth to his little sister, who also died, and his father died in a terrorist attack on Philadelphia[image: External link]. It was difficult for Rikki to hear about how she was never born, but just then a bomb went off across the street. Flag-Smasher was attacking a military recruitment facility. John was injured in the explosion but Rikki put on her Nomad costume to fight Flag-Smasher. She was aided by Falcon who she remembered, but like the others who left the Heroes Reborn universe he had no memory of her. Rikki explained who she was and where she was from and Falcon suggested she continue being Nomad, whoever gave her the costume thought she could handle it. When John was released from the hospital Rikki visited him but he mistook her friendship for attraction and Rikki had to rebuff his advances and tell him she thought of him as a brother.

John was hurt and refused to speak to her and ended up turning to the people who were brainwashing the students at their school. Nomad investigated Desmond Daniels who the brainwashed students were supporting believing he was behind it. She was then attacked and taken prisoner by the wolfman and mastermind behind it all. John finally became concerned when Rikki missed a few days of school while she was being brainwashed like the others though it proved more difficult to affect her. She was released and was made to reveal her identity to the whole school and publicly support the student council nominee Desmond Daniels. The brainwashing scheme turned out to all be a plot by the Secret Empire as an experiment to test if they could influence voting patterns by brainwashing[image: External link] specific members of different groups, causing the majority to follow their lead.

The Secret Empire wanted to shut down the experiment, but Professor Power[image: External link], who was the mastermind behind the experiment, and was pretending to be a politics teacher at the school, refused to shut the experiment down. Allowing the entire school to riot[image: External link]. He intended to kill Rikki but she managed to escape and fight off the super-villain and his wolfman henchman. The Young Avengers arrived to assist Rikki and the police with crowd control and defuse the situation. John realized the students were brainwashed[image: External link] to follow Desmond Daniels, who was himself an innocent pawn, and it was actually another student Matt Surman that was inciting the riot. Rikki got Desmond to calm the rioters, while John confronted Matt. Matt shot John and Rikki; Rikki's uniform protected her, but John was not so lucky and he his wounds proved to be fatal. Rikki later visited John's grave back in their home town of Philadelphia[image: External link]. She didn't blame Matt for the murderer, since was a result of the brainwashing from the Secret Empire. It was then that Captain America arrived and spoke to her for the first time. He said Barnes was a great name and that she shouldn't let this affect her duty because she'd make Steve Rogers proud. She asked if it was him that gave her the Nomad costume which he replies that he had not, and assumed that she had made it herself. Meanwhile, Black Widow[image: External link], who had been watching the two interact, smiled, suggesting it had been her that had given the costume to Rikki.

Rikki begins a new life as Nomad in the limited series Nomad: Girl Without A World, by Sean McKeever[image: External link] and David Baldeon.[1][2] and this led to a Nomad back-up story from the same creative team behind the "Two Americas[image: External link]" storyline.

This story introduced the character to Anya Corazon[image: External link], which paved the way for McKeever and Baldeon to use these characters as the core of a new team and series Young Allies[image: External link].[3][4]

During the team's first mission, Rikki and Araña are captured by a team of teenaged supervillains who call themselves the Bastards of Evil[image: External link] (as they are all supposedly illegitimate children of famous super-villains, although some are in fact too old to have been born after their alleged parents gained superhuman abilities and are thus either misinformed or pretending about their parentage). In order to establish themselves as a viable threat, the Bastards link up a video feed of the bound and gagged Rikki and Araña across New York City, with the intent of executing the heroines in front of a massive audience. While Araña distracts the villains, Rikki breaks the bonds from her wrists and enables the girls' escape. When the rest of the Allies arrive, they promptly defeat the Bastards, with Rikki taking down Pyro[image: External link]'s son Ember. Just as the Allies are about to celebrate their victory, Rikki is attacked and thrown through a wall by a newly arrived villain named the Superior.[5] After a fierce confrontation, Rikki and her teammates defeat the Bastards, and turn them over to the Avengers.[6]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Onslaught Unleashed




Rikki recently began having strange and vivid nightmares from deep in the jungles of South America, the problem appears to be that they may not be dreams at all when her teammate Toro is kidnapped just like she dreamed. Later while investigating Corporate Conglomerate Roxxon for illegal weapons systems, the Secret Avengers come across the plans for Project Power, a new and incredibly deadly power source being secretly developed in the Colombian rainforest. As the Secret Avengers investigate the facility, Beast and Ant-Man find the source of the mysterious energy source to be from the Negative Zone. As Rikki races inside the facility to locate Toro, she stumbles into the control room instead, where the sinister voice of her dreams beckons, clawing his way out of exile in the Negative Zone, the psychic beast known as Onslaught returns to the main universe.[7]

Possessing Rikki's body, Onslaught reveals that the real Rikki had in fact died in the Negative Zone and she was just a construct made by Onslaught himself so he could use the energy he had stored in her as an anchor to pull himself back into Earth-616. The revelation that Rikki had been sent to Earth-616 solely to serve as Onslaught's tether forced Rikki to fight back, if only to prove he was wrong. Eventually, Rikki had Gravity[image: External link] kill her so that Onslaught could not return and destroy Earth.[8] However, Steve later has a similar dream to Rikki's, suggesting that something of her still remains.
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A middle-age version of Rikki appears in the future world of issue 3. As this came out after Onslaught Unleashed this suggests that the character may return to life in the main Marvel Universe.
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Rikki is a natural athlete who was trained by S.H.I.E.L.D. and Captain America. She is a gifted fighter, marksman and acrobat with the familiarity with technological devices of a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent.
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As Bucky she wore a bulletproof costume modeled after the original Bucky. She also made use of a vibranium-photonic energy shield along with vibranium soled boots that allowed her to run up walls, move silently, leap greater distances and land from great heights. She also wielded a pistol.

As Nomad, she made use of much of the same equipment with a new costume based on the Nomad identity once worn by Steve Rogers. She retains the vibranium-photonic shield and now uses throwing discs used by previous Nomads. It is possible she still possesses the vibranium soled boots, though she no longer uses the pistol in her new identity.
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Sharon Carter






Sharon Carter (also known as Agent 13) is a fictional character appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. She is usually depicted as a secret agent and an ex-field agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. under Nick Fury and the girlfriend of Captain America.

In the original comic book continuity, Sharon was the younger sister of Peggy Carter, the wartime love interest[image: External link] of Captain America. She was later retconned[image: External link] as Peggy's great-niece because of the unaging nature[image: External link] of comic book[image: External link] characters.[1]

Sharon Carter appears in the Marvel Cinematic Universe in Captain America: The Winter Soldier and Captain America: Civil War, portrayed by Emily VanCamp[image: External link].
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Created by writer Stan Lee and penciler and co-plotter Jack Kirby, Carter first appeared in Tales of Suspense #75 (cover-date March 1966).

Carter was apparently killed in Captain America #233. She was revived in issue #444 by writer Mark Waid, who commented, "The reason she works so well with Cap is because she's a complete cynic and he's a complete idealist."[2]

Sharon Carter appeared as a supporting character in the 2010-2013 Secret Avengers series, from issue #1 (July 2010) through issue #21 (March 2012).
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Sharon was born in Richmond, Virginia[image: External link], the daughter of two wealthy Virginians[image: External link], Harrison and Amanda Carter. She grew up with the stories of her aunt (Margaret "Peggy" Carter) who was a freedom fighter[image: External link] with the French Resistance[image: External link] during World War II.

Inspired by her aunt's adventures, Sharon joins the international security agency S.H.I.E.L.D., and is assigned the code name Agent 13. By this time, Steve Rogers, the patriotic hero known as Captain America, had been revived from suspended animation, and during one of Sharon's earliest missions, he comes to her aid when she is under attack by a mercenary[image: External link] known as Batroc the Leaper. The two of them cross paths often, teaming up on missions against A.I.M., HYDRA, Red Skull, and many others.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Sharon and Rogers eventually fall in love. The dangerous nature of Sharon's work strains their relationship, and Rogers wants Sharon to give up her life as a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent.[3]

While working as a S.H.I.E.L.D. liaison with the New York Police Department[image: External link], Sharon investigates and infiltrates a white supremacist[image: External link] terrorist organization known as the National Force[image: External link]. During one of the National Force's battles with street criminals in Harlem[image: External link], the National Guard[image: External link] is sent in. Under the effects of a mind-altering gas, Sharon apparently activates a self-destruct device in her National Force uniform and commits suicide. Rogers is shown the event on videotape.[4]

It is later revealed that Sharon's death was faked so she could go on a top secret mission for S.H.I.E.L.D. The mission did not go well, and Nick Fury, S.H.I.E.L.D.'s Executive Director, believed her to have been killed in action, and Captain America was not informed of the true circumstances of her "death".[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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Sharon is not dead, but has been left behind in enemy territory, a captive of the dictator Tap-Kwai. Escaping, she spends several years working as a mercenary, until she encounters a group of Neo-Nazi[image: External link] extremists known as the Kubecult. Learning that they plan to use the Cosmic Cube to return Adolf Hitler to life, Sharon joins forces with the villainous Red Skull to stop them, but they also need Captain America.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

At this point, Rogers is suffering health problems: the Super-Soldier serum that gave him his abilities is breaking down and he has fallen into a coma. As the Red Skull is currently occupying a cloned body of Rogers himself, a transfusion of the Skull's blood—with an uncontaminated Super-Soldier formula— restores and revives Rogers. Rogers is shocked to find Sharon alive.

Over the course of the mission to topple the cult he learns that her years out in the cold have made her grimmer and more ruthless, and the two of them do not renew their relationship when Sharon rejoins S.H.I.E.L.D.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Still, a romantic tension exists: Sharon teases him about his naivete, such as when he lets a family of squatters stay in his apartment. The two battle the Red Skull, who possesses a cosmic cube[image: External link], which can do whatever he wishes. Sharon and Captain America argue about killing the Skull, with Sharon urging Rogers to use an energy-based shield which she had given him. Sharon tries and fails to kill the Red Skull, but the Red Skull is soon defeated through trickery. The energy shield is lost in the time-stream.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Soon afterwards, Sharon assists Captain America in several cases of patriotic[image: External link] Americans going on violent rampages when a supernatural entity named Nightmare[image: External link] finds a way to influence this dimension through the 'American dream[image: External link]'. Sharon and Cap battle many patriotic people, including a temporarily insane U.S. Agent, and ultimately Sharon has to face down an affected Captain America.[5]
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 21st Century




During the absence of Nick Fury, Sharon serves a brief term as Executive Director of S.H.I.E.L.D. She returns to field work, reporting directly to The Head of Special Internal Operations - Director Jacob Strzeszewski (Agent 10[image: External link]), and then to the new Sub Executive Director Maria Hill as a liaison officer specifically assigned to support and report on Captain America's activities. While investigating the whereabouts of Jack Monroe, she is abducted by the Winter Soldier[image: External link] and used as bait to lure Captain America into a trap set by General Aleksander Lukin. She and Captain America later resume their relationship while on a field mission investigating the activities of the Winter Soldier.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Sharon is initially a supporter of the Superhuman Registration Act, but she is averse to actually aiding in the capture of her lover, Captain America, who is the leader of the "Secret Avengers" opposed to the Act. At the same time, she is an unknowing pawn of the Red Skull and his associate Doctor Faustus. She later falls into contact with Nick Fury's underground organization, even as she is reassigned to the S.H.I.E.L.D. task force charged with locating Fury. She switches her allegiance to Captain America, citing the death of Goliath[image: External link] as the primary reason; it is unclear how much of this results from Faustus's influence.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

In a follow-up in Captain America #25, a sniper shoots Steve Rogers in the shoulder while he walks up the steps to the Federal Court. In the ensuing crowd chaos, Rogers is shot three times in the abdomen with a pistol, and later appears to die of his injuries. It is later revealed that the plan was orchestrated by the Red Skull; the sniper was Crossbones, and Sharon Carter shot Rogers in the abdomen while under a hypnotic suggestion by Dr. Faustus.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Sharon is still under the influence of Doctor Faustus, who uses her to disable Black Widow and Falcon before having her join the Red Skull's organization as a minion. She is apparently pregnant with Rogers's child, but she loses the baby during a fight with the Red Skull's daughter Sin during one of several attempts to escape. Later, Sharon says that she, not Sin, stabbed her womb and caused the miscarriage, to keep the Red Skull from getting his hands on anything of hers. Doctor Faustus makes her forget ever being pregnant, and he also gives her the tools to escape. Sharon frees herself, killing Aleksander Lukin in the process (and narrowly missing killing the Red Skull himself), before being found by Black Widow[image: External link] and the Falcon. Iron Man and Falcon decide to tell her about her pregnancy at a later date, after sufficient recovery time.[6] As a result, Sharon decided to leave S.H.I.E.L.D.[7]

Sharon Carter is featured in the storyline Captain America: Reborn, where she learns that she killed Captain America and plans to figure out a way to revive him.[8] Unfortunately, Norman Osborn also plans to revive Captain America, so that he can complete the Red Skull's plan to transfer his consciousness into Steve's body and have him lead the Avengers to increase his popularity. He frames Sharon as an accomplice in Rogers' murder and threatens to kill the second Captain America if she doesn't turn herself in, which she does.[9] She is brought to Latveria, where she is attached to a machine to bring Rogers back, but with the Red Skull controlling his body. Mr. Fantastic determines that Sharon had chronal tracers in her blood meant to pull Steve to her.[10] She surrenders to Norman Osborn in order to save the life of Bucky (who had already escaped, unbeknownst to her), and she is delivered to the Red Skull and Dr. Doom, who use her to retrieve Steve, with the Skull's mind in control. Sharon ultimately escapes with the help of Henry Pym[image: External link], and uses the Red Skull's own ship to blow him up. Reconciling with Steve (who was able to assert control over himself), they take some time off at her Virginia estate.[11]

Sharon had been a member of an Avengers team, and the Secret Avengers, in Ed Brubaker's series of the same name.[12]

Sharon appeared to sacrifice herself to stop Arnim Zola's massive flying fortress from invading Earth[13] but she is alive in Zola's captivity and she is found by Falcon and Jet Black.[14]

When Sharon Carter and S.H.I.E.L.D. arrest Tomoe and her Biohack Ninjas, she meets Riri Williams who helped Pepper Potts defeat them.[15]

During the Secret Empire storyline, Sharon Carter was on the S.H.I.E.L.D. Helicarrier at the time when Captain America, whose history was rewritten by Red Skull's clone using the powers of Kobik[image: External link] to be a Hydra sleeper agent, reveals his association of Hydra as the Hydra Helicarrier rams into the S.H.I.E.L.D. Helicarrier that Sharon Carter is on as Doctor Faustus arrests her.[16]
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 Powers and abilities




Sharon is a trained athlete and extremely competent martial artist[image: External link], adept at various fighting techniques. She is highly trained in espionage, weapons[image: External link], firearms[image: External link], and computers.
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 Other versions




In the alternate future of the Earth X[image: External link] miniseries, Sharon Carter has fallen victim to Hydra, a squid-based alien life form that absorbs minds and people to expand.[17]

Sharon Carter is introduced into the Marvel Mangaverse[image: External link] continuity as the supposed orchestrator of the decimation of almost the entirety of the Marvel Mangaverse's superhuman population. She turns out to have been under mind control. She becomes the director of S.H.I.E.L.D. when Nick Fury supposedly dies.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

In the Ultimate Marvel continuity, Carter is also an agent of S.H.I.E.L.D., but is much closer to the environment of Ultimate Spider-Man[image: External link]. She often appears as one half of a wise-cracking team of S.H.I.E.L.D. agents, the other half of whom is the Ultimate Jimmy Woo.[18] She can display humor at times, but mostly keeps her mouth shut in public. As seen in Ultimate Spider-Man #46, she is a practicing Christian[image: External link] and has a strong set of morals, most of which point to not wanting S.H.I.E.L.D. to take individuals such as Otto Octavius[image: External link] and 'lock them away for poking', but to destroy them.[19] Carter and Woo survive the Super-Villains escape that occurs in Ultimate Six[image: External link]; Carter is seen next in the Silver Sable[image: External link] arc and Woo in the Hobgoblin[image: External link] arc. Carter is later involved with the Clone Saga[image: External link] arc telling the people evacuated from Peter Parker's neighborhood that all is well, and Agent Woo is later seen in the Death of a Goblin arc, letting Carol Danvers[image: External link] know about the Goblin's most recent murder.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] By a 2008 storyline, Carter is the acting head of S.H.I.E.L.D.. She asks the Fantastic Four to investigate a confusing situation at Project Pegasus.[20]
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 In other media
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 Television





	Sharon Carter appears in The Marvel Super Heroes, she was voiced by Peg Dixon[image: External link].

	A very similar character to Sharon Carter appears in Spider-Man: The Animated Series[image: External link]. She is a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent billed as "Agent 1" or "Agent X". She is voiced by Rachel Daies.
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 Films





	Kim Gillingham portrays Sharon in the 1990 film Captain America. In this version she is not a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent, but a civilian.

	
Emily VanCamp[image: External link] portrays Sharon Carter in the 2014 film Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[21][22] She is initially tasked by S.H.I.E.L.D. to protect Steve Rogers and goes undercover as a nurse named Kate who lives next door to him. After the dissolution of S.H.I.E.L.D., she enlists in the CIA. While undercover it is shown there is an attraction between Steve and Sharon though he isn't aware of her relation to Peggy.

	Emily VanCamp reprises her role in Captain America: Civil War,[23] aiding Captain America throughout the film by providing him with CIA intelligence. She also reveals to Steve that Peggy Carter was her great-aunt, much to his surprise, Sharon also revealing that Peggy was unaware of her assignment as she didn't want to put her aunt in a position where she would have to lie to him. After aiding Steve by providing him with the location of the other Winter Soldiers, they share a kiss and Sharon goes into hiding.
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 Video games





	Sharon Carter appears in the Ultimate Spider-Man[image: External link] video game, voiced by Jane Hajduk[image: External link]. She first appears with Nick Fury at the scene where Beetle releases Green Goblin from his prison. She later appears with some S.H.I.E.L.D. Agents to take Green Goblin back into custody.

	Sharon Carter appears in the video game Marvel Heroes[image: External link]. She appears as an agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. who goes missing. She was then added as a Team-Up character as Agent 13.

	Sharon Carter is a playable character in Marvel: Future Fight[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

	An alternate version of Sharon is playable (released as part of Captain America's 75th anniversary) and is the daughter of Steve Rogers and Peggy Carter in world were Steve was never frozen. She is named Sharon Rogers and takes up the mantle of Captain America after her father's retirement.[24]






	Sharon Carter is a playable character in Lego Marvel's Avengers.[25]


	Sharon Carter, as Agent 13, is a playable character in Marvel Avengers Academy, voiced by Linnea Sage[image: External link].

	Agent 13 is a playable character in Marvel: Avengers Alliance 2[image: External link]. She is the reward of the PVP season 5.
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Nomad (comics)






For the Star Wars comic, see Nomad (Star Wars Tales)[image: External link].

Nomad is the name of several fictional characters appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. The Nomad name and costume was created by writer Steve Englehart and artist Sal Buscema as an alternate identity for the original Captain America, Steve Rogers[image: External link], in Captain America #180 (December 1974).

The identity was revived by writer J. M. DeMatteis for a minor character named Edward Ferbel in Captain America #261-263 (September - November 1981). The same writer later gave the title to its best known claimant Jack Monroe in Captain America #281 (May 1983). Other claimants of the code name are Rikki Barnes and Steve Rogers's adopted son Ian Rogers.
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 Steve Rogers




Main article: Captain America


The original Nomad is an alternate identity which Steve Rogers adopts after he abandons the Captain America costume and title.

In Captain America #180 (December 1974) Rogers becomes disillusioned with the United States government[image: External link], when he discovers that a high ranking government official (heavily hinted to be the then President of the United States Richard Nixon[image: External link]) is the leader of the terrorist organization known as the Secret Empire.

Rogers then decides to abandon his Captain America identity, feeling that he cannot continue to serve America after this latest discovery has shattered his faith in the nation's status. However, a confrontation with Hawkeye (disguised as the Golden Archer[image: External link]) forces Rogers to realize that he cannot abandon a life of heroism, and he subsequently takes on the name "Nomad" (as it means "man without a country") adopting a new dark blue and yellow uniform with no patriotic markings on it at all.

This identity is short-lived, with Rogers maintaining it for a mere four issues of the comic to varying degrees of success; he even trips over his own cape at one point. At the conclusion of Captain America #184 (April 1975) Rogers returns to the role of Captain America when he realizes that he could champion America's ideals without blindly supporting its government.
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 Edward Ferbel




Introduced in Captain America #261 (September 1981), the second Nomad was Edward Ferbel, a short-lived character who is given the Nomad costume and equipment by the Red Skull in an effort to discredit Captain America.

He is killed by an agent of the Skull, the Ameridroid[image: External link], in Captain America #263 (November 1981).[2]
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 Jack Monroe




Main article: Jack Monroe (comics)


The third and best known Nomad is Jack Monroe, who was formerly known as the third Bucky. He was created by writer Steve Englehart and artist Sal Buscema in Captain America #153 (September 1972).
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 Rikki Barnes




Main article: Rikki Barnes


After the events of the Onslaught Reborn[image: External link] mini-series, a version of Rikki Barnes, the female Bucky[image: External link] established in the Heroes Reborn Captain America series, now resides in the mainstream Marvel Universe, and has befriended the Young Avenger known as Patriot[image: External link] in the hopes of contacting the new Captain America (the original Bucky, now free of his Winter Soldier programming).[3] In September 2009, Rikki Barnes took on the identity of Nomad in the mini-series, Nomad: Girl Without A World, by Sean McKeever[image: External link] and David Baldeon.[4]
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 Ian Rogers




While trapped in the mysterious Dimension Z, Captain America rescues Leopold, the infant son of Arnim Zola.[5] Raising the child under the name "Ian", he manages to evade Zola's forces for eleven years, until Ian is accidentally shot and presumably killed by Sharon Carter.[6] After Captain America escapes Dimension Z, Ian is revealed to have survived and taken up a costume and shield similar to that of his adoptive father. Now calling himself Nomad, Ian acts as the defender of Dimension Z.[7]

During the AXIS[image: External link] storyline, Nomad assists Steve Rogers and Spider-Man in rescuing Loki in Las Vegas.[8]
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Captain America's Shield






Captain America's shield is a fictional item appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. It is the primary defensive and offensive piece of equipment used by the Marvel Comics superhero Captain America; he is seldom seen without it. Over the years, Captain America has had the use of several different shields[image: External link] of varying composition and design. His original heater shield[image: External link] first appeared in Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941), published by Marvel's 1940s predecessor, Timely Comics. The circular shield best associated with the character debuted in the next issue, Captain America Comics #2. Captain America was created by the team of writer-artist Joe Simon and artist Jack Kirby.
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 Abilities
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 Vibranium Steel alloy




Captain America's shield is virtually indestructible under normal conditions; while cosmic and magical or godly opponents have broken the shield, the shield proves strong enough to absorb Hulk's strength, and repel an attack from Thor's mystical hammer Mjölnir without any visible damage. It is able to absorb all kinetic energy and transfers very little energy from each impact, meaning Captain America does not feel recoil or transferred impact forces from blocking attacks. These physical properties also means the shield can bounce off of most smooth surfaces, ricocheting multiple times with minimal loss in aerodynamic stability or velocity. The shield can also absorb the kinetic impact of a fall, allowing Captain America to land safely even when jumping off of several stories, as can be seen in Captain America: Winter Soldier movie when he escaped from the S.H.I.E.L.D.'s STRIKE squad by jumping off an elevator.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Ricochet ballistics




A common misconception is that the shield can "magically" return to Captain America[citation needed[image: External link]]. The "superhuman serum" that enhanced Captain America's physical attributes also improved his mental faculties—such as cognition[image: External link], perception, balance, aim, and reflexes—to near genius-level. This allows him to instantly calculate ballistic[image: External link]-physics and predict the probable trajectory[image: External link] of objects in motion. This makes him a perfect shot[image: External link]. He can dodge or deflect bullets with his shield without collateral ricochet[image: External link] to civilians, to calculate where or how the shield will bounce and when it will return to his location, or trip a running person to cause them to fall into a specific position.[citation needed[image: External link]] In Avengers: Age of Ultron, he pulls the shield back to him after it is stuck, but this is through an electromagnet fastened on his arm. After his memories are altered to make him believe that he is a Hydra sleeper agent, Rogers uses his precise knowledge of the shield to put Sam Wilson, its current wielder, in a position where he will fail to save a senator from Flag-Smasher by arranging for Wilson to be forced to throw the shield in a manner that Rogers knows from his own experience will miss its target by mere millimetres, as part of his agenda to undermine Sam's status as Captain America.[1]
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 Original shield




In his debut, Captain America (secretly U.S. Army[image: External link] Private[image: External link] Steve Rogers) is equipped with a triangular, badge-shaped shield made from a bulletproof alloy. After complaints by rival comic-book publisher MLJ that the design was too similar to that of its own patriotic hero the Shield,[2] Timely Comics replaced the triangular shield with a disc[image: External link]-shaped one.

While the origin and fate of the original shield were not described in the original comics from the 1940s, the shield's fate was revealed decades later in 2001 through a retconned[image: External link] story. According to the tale, King T'Chaka of the African[image: External link] nation Wakanda met Captain America in early 1941 and gave him a sample of vibranium, an alien metal with unique vibration absorption properties and found only in Wakanda and the Savage Land[image: External link].[3] In response to this gesture of trust, Captain America gave his original triangular shield to T'Chaka,[4] whose son T'Challa would join the Avengers a generation later as the Black Panther and become a close ally of Captain America. The original shield still resides in Wakanda as a national treasure.

Upon his return to the U.S., Captain America received a second triangular shield that he used until given his disc-shaped shield, which was personally presented to him by President Franklin Roosevelt[image: External link].[5] This second triangular shield would be kept in storage with Rogers' other personal effects after the war. It was recovered at some point after Rogers joined the superhero team the Avengers in The Avengers #4, and was kept at Avengers Mansion. It was destroyed by the supervillain Mr. Hyde[image: External link] during a raid on the mansion by Baron Zemo's Masters of Evil, and later "plucked from time" and restored by Zemo in Thunderbolts #105 (Oct. 2006). The shield (along with other sentimental items thought destroyed) was returned to Captain America. A third triangular shield is kept in the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link]. It was used by Captain America when he foiled a terrorist attack on the museum itself after the loss of his usual shield; it was then given to him in gratitude. This shield is destroyed several issues later by a Kree alien warrior.

The shield destroyed by Hydra and restored by Zemo was eventually passed on to Elijah Bradley[image: External link], the teenage hero known as the Patriot and leader of the Young Avengers.
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 Revised history




In 2010, the history of the original shield was revised. In the limited series Captain America/Black Panther: Flags of Our Fathers, Captain America, Sergeant Nick Fury and the Howling Commandos meet Azzari (grandfather of T'Challa) -- the Black Panther and king of Wakanda during World War II. Aided by Wakandan military forces, they successfully repel a series of Nazi assaults led by the Red Skull and Baron Strucker. During the battle, the Red Skull (wearing a battle-suit) crushes the triangular shield, and Captain America uses a circular vibranium shield provided by Azzari to incapacitate the Skull. The weapon serves as the inspiration for the circular shield that the super-soldier begins using upon his return to America, and the encounter marks the beginning of friendly relations between the United States and Wakanda.[6]
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 Circular shield




The circular shield most associated with Captain America made its debut in Captain America Comics #2 (April 1941). A concavo-convex metal disc approximately 2.5 feet (0.76 m) in diameter, it is virtually indestructible and has remained his most constant shield over the decades.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In Captain America #255 (March 1981), it is established that the shield was presented to Rogers by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.[7] The shield is created by a fictional American metallurgist[image: External link] named Myron MacLain, who had been commissioned by the US government to create an indestructible armor material to aid the war effort. MacLain experiments with the vibration-absorbing metal vibranium.[3]

During one of his experiments to fuse vibranium with an experimental iron alloy,[8] MacLain falls asleep and awakens to find the experiment a success. This is due to an unknown catalyst[image: External link] entering the process during his slumber, and he is unable to duplicate the result. The vibranium-iron alloy mix is then poured into a mold for a tank[image: External link]'s upper hatch to create the disc shape and painted to become Captain America's symbol. MacLain would later attempt to recreate the shield's metal to no avail, his experiments instead eventually yielding the super-metal adamantium.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Rogers' indestructible shield was long referred to, even in continuity, as being composed of an adamantium, vibranium, and uranium alloy. In actuality, the experimental iron alloy is now referred to as "proto-adamantium", which is slightly stronger than true adamantium. Dr. MacLain's experiments with proto-adamantium lead to the creation of true adamantium. This proto-adamantium (the only known source) was incorporated with the vibranium in the shield. The vibranium in the shield grants it unusual properties, allowing it to absorb virtually all of the kinetic impact from any blows that the shield receives without injuring Rogers in the process. The vibranium is also a factor in the way Rogers throws his shield: he often uses it to ricochet and strike multiple opponents or stationary objects with little loss of velocity in its forward movement after each impact.[citation needed[image: External link]]

When Rogers returns from suspended animation, Tony Stark "improves" the shield by incorporating electronic and magnetic components in it so that Rogers can even control it in flight. Rogers soon discards the additional components because he finds that it upsets the balance of the shield when thrown.[citation needed[image: External link]]

After Rogers' death, Stark takes over custody of the shield, with one replica on display in a museum, and another replica buried with Rogers. The real one is kept by Stark to be used by the new Captain America, whenever they deem it appropriate to train a new one. After failing to find a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent capable of throwing it properly, Stark offers the shield to Clint Barton (known at that time as Ronin), who does manage to throw it. During a confrontation involving the Young Avengers, he scolds Kate Bishop for using the Hawkeye name. She tells him that the "Real Cap" gave her that name in honor of his at the time dead friend, so this leads Barton to refuse to be Captain America.[9] The shield is subsequently stolen by the Winter Soldier, who did not want anyone else to carry the shield. Inevitably, in an effort to honor Rogers' last wishes, Stark offers to let the Winter Soldier (Bucky Barnes) keep the shield, and to serve as the new Captain America. Bucky accepts. This offer is made "off the books", and only the two of them, the Black Widow, and the Falcon, are aware of the situation.[10]

Although Bucky attempted to return the shield to Rogers after his resurrection, Rogers let Bucky keep it as he felt that he could do more good in his new role as Commander Steve Rogers rather than Captain America, using a photonic shield in its place when circumstances called for him to go into combat. He reclaimed the shield for good after Bucky was apparently killed during the Fear Itself event- Bucky really going underground after his past as the Winter Soldier was exposed-, which also resulted in the shield being broken and reassembled by Asgardian[image: External link] blacksmiths, who add some of the mystical metal Uru[image: External link] to the reconstructed shield, making it even stronger than before, although it is left with a noticeable scar that Rogers decided to keep to give the shield character.[11] This premise was not observed in subsequent storylines, as artists have not continued depicting the shield with the scar.[12]
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 JLA/Avengers




In the 2003-2004 Marvel Comics/DC Comics inter-company crossover limited series JLA/Avengers[image: External link], Superman is given the shield by Captain America to wield in battle in the final confrontation with Krona[image: External link], and is impressed with its might. When he asks where he could get one just like it while battling foes, Thor replies, "Enjoy it while thou canst, Superman. There is none other like it in all the worlds". Throughout the final battle, the shield changes forms between the pointed shield and the circular shield due to various temporal ripples caused by Krona's equipment, and Superman even loses the shield altogether at one point when he morphs into his energy form[image: External link] while Cap reacquires the photonic shield, although the metal shield reappears on Superman's arm after he morphs back into his regular form.
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 Destruction of the shield




Over time the shield has been damaged or destroyed several times within the confines of the Earth-616[image: External link] continuity:

In The Avengers #215–216, the Molecule Man[image: External link] used his total control over matter to disintegrate the shield, along with Thor's hammer, Iron Man's armor, and the Silver Surfer's board. After he does so, he comments that the board's molecules are "weird", and while there are "odd forces interweaving" among the hammer's molecules, the shield is "weirdest of all". He later reassembles these items, with the exception of the armor, as the electronic circuits are too complicated for him to understand.[13]

During the 1984-1985 Secret Wars limited series, the shield is partially destroyed by Doctor Doom, who has stolen the power of the godlike being known as the Beyonder. Even broken, Rogers is able to wield what is left as an effective weapon, with the shield largely retaining its balance when thrown. When the Beyonder reclaims its power, the heroes are temporarily granted the ability to realize their wishes. Rogers uses this to reconstruct the shield.[14]

During the 1991 miniseries The Infinity Gauntlet[image: External link], Thanos, who possesses near- omnipotence[image: External link] via the Infinity Gauntlet, shatters the shield with a blow of his fist while in combat with Captain America. The shield is soon restored by Thanos' alleged granddaughter, Nebula[image: External link], when she obtains the Gauntlet and uses it to undo the events of Thanos's temporary godhood, resulting in her erasing the death and destruction that Thanos had caused over the previous 24 hours.[15]

Due to a stray molecule being out of place when Rogers reconstructed the shield using the Beyonder's residual power, a vibranium 'cancer' was introduced to the shield, spreading with each subsequent impact until it finally shattered after it was retrieved from the bottom of the ocean. Learning that the vibranium cancer would require the destruction of the shield in order to cure it, Rogers took the shield to the main vibranium deposit in Wakanda so that he could use a device created by Tony Stark to halt the 'cancer' before it could contaminate the Wakandan vibranium and destroy the world, only to be intercepted by the villain Klaw, who sought to absorb the power and become stronger. Fortunately, the amount of energy Klaw had absorbed was released when he struck the shattered shield with full force after Rogers picked it up on reflex, resulting in Klaw unintentionally restoring the shield to its original state, realigning its molecules and destroying the cancer.[16]

In Avengers Vol. 3 #63 (March 2003), an enraged Thor, wielding the Odinforce, dents the shield. Thor later repairs it.[17]

In Thor Vol. 2 #73 (January 2004) an enraged King Thor with Rune Magic, destroyed the shield, killing Steve Rogers with it.[18] This timeline was later erased in Thor Vol. 2 #79.[19]

During the 2011 miniseries Fear Itself, the Serpent, the Asgardian god of fear and brother to Odin[image: External link], breaks it in half with his bare hands.[20] After the battle, the shield is repaired by Asgardian dwarves and Tony Stark with added Asgardian uru-infused enhancements and Stark's own technology to make it stronger, though a scar is left, and the dwarves are unable to repair it. Stark offers a solution to the scar, but Rogers declines, saying that it "gave the old girl a little bit of character".
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 Other shields





	While Rogers was asleep in suspended animation, three other men used the identity of Captain America, all using steel replicas of the discus shield. The 1950s Captain America was placed in suspended animation after becoming mentally unstable. By the time he was revived years later, Rogers had returned. When the two clashed, the 1950s Captain America's shield was broken.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]


	In the 1980s, in a story written by Mark Gruenwald, Rogers chose to resign his identity rather than submit to the orders of the United States government and took the alias of "The Captain" instead. During this period, the role of Captain America was assumed by John Walker, the former Super-Patriot, who used both the costume and the indestructible shield.[21] In his new identity of "The Captain", Rogers initially used a pure adamantium shield provided by Tony Stark, but a falling out between the two as a result of the "Armor Wars" storyline led Rogers to return it. He then began to use a pure vibranium shield provided by the Black Panther. When Rogers returned to his Captain America identity, Walker became the U.S. Agent and returned the shield to him. Walker would go on to have his own array of different shields over the years, the first of which appeared to be the last vibranium shield Rogers was using as the Captain. The U.S. Agent used shields with an eagle motif and one in the shape of a star, as well as a photonic[image: External link] energy shield.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]


	At one point, when Rogers was exiled from the United States and was briefly unable to use his shield, Sharon Carter provided him with a photonic energy shield designed to mimic a vibranium matrix. This shield was also able to turn into an energy staff that could be used as a weapon.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]


	During the time when the shield was lost in the Atlantic, Rogers tried using a pure adamantium shield, but was unable to get used to the balance. He also tried fighting without a shield but also found it awkward. While up against HYDRA agents in the Smithsonian, he picked up the triangular shield that was being exhibited there and used it for a time before it was crushed by a Kree warrior.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]


	Sharon Carter next provided him with another photonic shield, but one whose shape could be controlled to morph the energy field into a wider force field, a bo staff[image: External link] or even fire a projection of the shield. While he enjoyed the versatility, Rogers noticed a number of drawbacks, particularly its inability to ricochet. Rogers gave one of the energy shield gloves to a freedom fighter in an oppressive future he traveled to and received a replacement from S.H.I.E.L.D. when he got back to his own time. The photonic shield was eventually lost again in a confrontation with Ultron when Hank Pym's use of vibranium resulted in the destruction of the generator that created the shield,[22] leading to Rogers finally reacquiring his original shield.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]


	In Secret Avengers, he uses a new energy shield which could be generated on either arm, or both, and was able to be thrown and ricochet off surfaces to hit targets before it dissipates, preventing enemies from using it against him. A new shield would be generated moments later. Moon Knight, who had acquired a copy of the technology, had it described to him as a "zero point energy shield".[23]


	A British analogue, Captain Midlands[image: External link], wields a golden circular shield in the design of the traditional lion symbol of Britain and coated in an Anti-Magic nanominium[image: External link] gloss.[24]


	In Captain America: Steve Rogers, Steve wields a new version of the triangular shield that can deploy an energy blade on its pointy end and can be divided in two, allowing him to use both halves in combat.[25]
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 Other versions





	In the 1998-1999 time travel[image: External link] mini-series Avengers Forever[image: External link], various future and alternate versions of Captain America are shown with many different variations of the shield.[26]


	
Cable claims to have borne the shield into battle many times during his early adulthood, far in the future. In another version, Cable claims that the origin of his techno-organic[image: External link] arm was because his original one was lost when he attempted to retrieve the shield as a symbol for morale in the future war against Apocalypse[image: External link].[27]


	In the future timeline of the Guardians of the Galaxy, the shield is used by Major Victory[image: External link] in battle.[28]


	In the Future Imperfect[image: External link] setting, where the Hulk becomes the Maestro[image: External link] and is both the last surviving superbeing and a despotic ruler, an ancient Rick Jones assembles a trophy room as a tribute to the fallen heroes, with the shield among them. Jones uses the shield to defend against one of the Maestro's blows, but the wheelchair used by the disabled Jones was not sturdy enough for such an impact. Jones is sent flying back and is impaled on Wolverine's skeleton. When the Hulk, plucked from the past, throws the shield to attack his future self, he manages to injure the Maestro, causing a large gash on his chest as he attempts to cut the Maestro in half. Throwing the Hulk off, the Maestro attempts to hit Hulk with the shield himself, commenting that Rogers could never throw the shield hard enough to do him any damage, but the Hulk deflects it with the Silver Surfer's old board. After the battle, Jones is cremated and the Hulk poured Jones' ashes over the shield, affixing it with an epoxy. The Hulk then throws it into space, hoping that it will land somewhere exciting.[29]


	In the Marvel manga[image: External link] stories, Captain America uses a photonic shield before his death in Volumes 1 and 2, and his bodyguards use shields of metal. The shield also appears in the Rings of Fate mini-series, having been acquired by Carol Danvers[image: External link] after Elektra[image: External link] stole it from Avengers Mansion when she uses the costume of Captain America.

	In the Colonel America[image: External link] reality of Marvel Zombies[image: External link], the shield is held by the last humans, who have formed a new society. As part of a self-defense program, the shield is used by the semi-sentient body/mind configuration of Colonel America's body and the son of Black Panther. It is also used by Forge[image: External link], who is fighting in Iron Man's old armor. The shield and many zombie allies of the humans are lost in the dimensions due to a traitor.[30]


	Captain Mexical is an alternate world version of Captain America from a dimension where the Aztec empire never fell. He is kept in the mainstream Marvel universe. His shield is used by Machine Man as a weapon during a zombie incursion; Mexical himself is slain.[31]


	In Mark Millar's 2008-2009 "Old Man Logan[image: External link]" storyline in Wolverine, the Red Skull has a trophy room filled with artifacts belonging to the heroes of the Marvel Universe. Captain America's shield is at the center of the trophy room, and is later used by Wolverine to decapitate the Red Skull.[32]


	Within the third and fourth issues of Avengers and Power Pack Assemble! miniseries, the Power Pack[image: External link] were thrown ten years into the future and met older versions of themselves, including a 25-year-old Alex Power[image: External link]. In those issues he shows greater control over his powers, (such as being able to deconstruct an enemy powered-armor suit), and now wields Captain America's shield.[33]


	In the Age of Ultron[image: External link] story, Captain America is shown sitting in a storeroom in the base of the last remaining active heroes, with the shattered fragments of his shield around him.[34]




In issue #7 of the Marvel series Strikeforce: Morituri[image: External link] the shield is stored in a trophy room belonging to the alien "Horde" invaders.[35]


	
Ultimate Captain America uses a shield of pure adamantium[image: External link], although that metal may not possess the same properties in the Ultimate Marvel universe as it does in the mainstream Marvel Universe.[36] The shield was destroyed when Gregory Stark[image: External link] smashed it with Thor's hammer, though Captain America would wield another later.[37]

	In Ultimate Nightmare[image: External link], Ultimate Captain America encounters his Russian counterpart, who has been driven mad due to being trapped in an underground complex for many years. He has created a "replica" of the shield, which turns out to be made out of scrap metal and human remains and grafted directly onto his forearm, and which proves far less powerful than Captain America's own shield.[38]






	In the alternate reality shown in What If...?[image: External link] #114, where the heroes and villains are unable to leave Battleworld at the conclusion of the Secret Wars, the shield is passed on to the daughter of Captain America and Rogue.[39]
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 In other media





	In the 1970s Captain America TV movies, Steve Rogers is given a transparent plexiglass shield painted with concentric stripes (red and clear transparent) and a central star. The shield was designed to act as the windscreen for his motorcycle, but could be detached and used in its traditional offensive / defensive role when Rogers goes on foot. Furthermore, the shield can apparently return to Rogers in a smooth arc when thrown without needing to be ricocheted and with enough force to knock a man down in the return path.

	In 2003, the company Factory X[image: External link] released a line of licensed prop replicas of items from the Marvel Universe. An aluminum replica of Captain America's shield was among their initial line up of props, and was limited to a production of 2,525 pieces.

	In the closing of the March 12, 2007 episode of The Colbert Report[image: External link], Stephen Colbert[image: External link] read a letter from Joe Quesada in response to Colbert's earlier comments toward Captain America. He was then presented with what was said to be Captain America's indestructible shield, reportedly willed to Colbert in the event of Cap's "death". The shield was originally credited to be one of the Factory X[image: External link] replicas, but this is not the case. The shield given to Colbert was originally acquired by the long-time writer and editor (and late) Mark Gruenwald, who either commissioned it or received it as a gift. It eventually found its way into the hands of Marvel Editor Tom Brevoort[image: External link], and was kept in his office until being passed on to Colbert. In a pre-show conversation with a studio audience, Colbert, speaking out of character, said that when his wife saw the shield and the accompanying note, she started crying. He confessed he was a little bemused by her reaction to a fictional character sending a prop shield to a fictional version of himself. The shield was put on display hanging on the wall along with other trophies on The Colbert Report set for every episode afterwards. After The Colbert Report ended, the shield was moved to the set of Colbert's next talk show, The Late Show with Stephen Colbert[image: External link] where it was put on display since.

	In the animated movie Ultimate Avengers[image: External link], based loosely on The Ultimates, Captain America uses a shield made from vibranium and adamantium compound. Captain America used his triangular shield throughout World War II, only gaining the disc-shaped vibranium-bearing shield after he awoke in the present day. The composition of the triangular shield remains unrevealed. It did prove to be effective against the bullets of German soldiers[image: External link], but was dented by the punch of a Chitauri[image: External link] taking the form of Herr Kleiser[image: External link].

	In the 2010 iOS[image: External link] game Infinity Blade[image: External link], the player has the option to purchase a shield called The Patriot. The design of the shield, featuring three concentric rings, a star in the center, and what appears to be red, white, and blue paint all but completely worn off, closely resembles Captain America's shield.

	In the video game Marvel Heroes[image: External link], Captain America is a playable character and uses the shield defensively and offensively, blocking attacks and attacking with it as a bludgeoning and thrown weapon.

	In the Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes episode "A Day Unlike Any Other", Loki uses his magic to shatter Captain America's shield while taunting him. In the episode "Behold... The Vision!", Captain America's shield is restored by the Black Panther and scientists in Wakanda using the Vibranium machine that fused the pieces back together.

	The adamantium/vibranium version of the shield becomes the main plot device for the story in the Ultimate Spider-Man[image: External link] episode "Not a Toy".
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 Marvel Cinematic Universe




Captain America's shield is a recurring image throughout the Marvel Cinematic Universe franchise:


	In the 2008 film Iron Man, a partially completed replica of Captain America’s shield appears approximately 1 hour 25 minutes into the movie at the point where Pepper Potts comes in on Tony Stark trying to get out of his damaged armor; the shield is visible in the distance below Tony's right arm. According to a tie-in comic, Tony's father Howard Stark created the shield. Tony subsequently used the alloy of a prototype to create his armor.[40]


	In the 2008 film The Incredible Hulk[image: External link], a deleted opening scene features the shield and Captain America buried in ice. However, the 2011 film Captain America: The First Avenger reveals this scene, or at least the appearance of Captain America to be non-canon.

	In the 2010 film Iron Man 2, Tony Stark is building a particle accelerator[image: External link] in his home to create a new element for his arc reactor when S.H.I.E.L.D. Agent Phil Coulson finds the replica of Captain America's shield that was seen on Tony's work table in the first Iron Man film and asks if it is what he thinks it is. Stark ignores the question and asks him to hand the shield over, using it as a shim to level the accelerator.

	In the 2011 film Captain America: The First Avenger, the round shield (along with Rogers himself) is found by S.H.I.E.L.D. agents in the Arctic within a crashed aircraft in the present day. During World War II, Steve Rogers uses an ornamental version of the triangular shield during a musical tour promoting War Bonds[image: External link], which he then uses in his first field mission and is rendered useless when Johann Schmidt punches a large dent in it. He later notices an unadorned vibranium shield among Howard Stark's proposed weapons, which Stark says is stronger than steel and weighs only one third as much. Although it is merely a prototype that Stark did not intend for one of Rogers' weapons, Rogers decides to use it after it is painted into the familiar red, white and blue pattern. The shield is later on board the Valkyrie when Rogers crashing the bomber, and becomes frozen along with him in the Arctic.

	In the 2012 film The Avengers, Captain America wields the same shield as the one seen in Captain America: The First Avenger.[41] While described in the prequel film as being vibration-absorbent, it is shown here as being rather vibration-reflecting, as the kinetic force from Mjolnir striking the shield rebounds as a powerful shockwave, leveling a small section of heavily forested area in the process. It is also capable of deflecting Iron Man's repulsor blasts against a band of Chitauri[image: External link] invaders.

	In the teaser trailer for the 2013 film Iron Man 3, Trevor Slattery[image: External link] has a tattoo resembling the shield on the back of his neck. Slattery's tattoo is visible in the Marvel One-Shot[image: External link] short film All Hail the King.

	In the 2014 film Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Rogers takes advantage of the vibranium's properties by jumping out of a building a few dozen stories up, and landing on the shield, thereby surviving without any serious injuries. During his street battle with the Winter Soldier, Rogers temporarily loses the shield to his adversary, with the Winter Soldier wielding it momentarily. Near the end of a confrontation with the Winter Soldier, the shield falls into the Potomac River[image: External link], but appears again next to the Captain's bed as he is recovering in a hospital.

	A 2014 promo for the television series Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. features the show's logo superimposed over Captain America's shield.[42]


	The shield appears in the season finale of Agent Carter when Howard Stark was being hypnotized by Johann Fennhoff and sees Peggy Carter holding Captain America's shield, asking him to bring Steve home.

	In the 2015 film Avengers: Age of Ultron, the handles of the shield have been replaced with magnetic elements, allowing Captain America to control the shield and call it back to his gauntlets. Its status as a vibranium construct is referenced when the Avengers determine that Ultron is heading to Wakanda, as vibranium is the only thing from Wakanda that Ultron could want. During his later fight with Ultron, Rogers briefly loses his shield when it is thrown from the top of the truck where he was fighting Ultron, but Black Widow grabs it and returns it to its owner. When Wanda Maximoff triggers a vision of Tony Stark's greatest fear, he sees all of the other Avengers dead and the shield broken next to Rogers.

	In the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. episode "The Singularity[image: External link]", Coulson, now director of S.H.I.E.L.D. has an energy shield attached to his prosthetic hand, which is similar to Captain America's energy shield in the comics.[43]


	In the 2016 film Captain America: Civil War, Captain America continues to use his shield, although it is confiscated when he is apprehended for rescuing the Winter Soldier from Black Panther. Sharon Carter returns the shield to him, and he uses it in combat with Iron Man and his allies. Black Panther, whose weapons feature vibranium as well, scratches the shield in combat with Captain America. During the final battle featuring Captain America and the Winter Soldier fighting Iron Man, the Captain uses the shield to severely damage Tony Stark's armor, breaking open the helmet and destroying the suit's arc reactor. Ultimately, Captain America leaves his shield behind when Stark taunts him for not being deserving of it, since Rogers kept the knowledge of the Winter Soldier killing his parents from him.
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Character (arts)






A character (sometimes known as a fictional character) is a person[image: External link] or other being in a narrative[image: External link] work of art[image: External link] (such as a novel[image: External link], play[image: External link], television series[image: External link], or film[image: External link]).[1][2][3] The character may be entirely fictional or based on a real-life person, in which case the distinction of a "fictional" versus "real" character may be made.[2] Derived from the ancient Greek[image: External link] word χαρακτήρ, the English word dates from the Restoration[image: External link],[4] although it became widely used after its appearance in Tom Jones[image: External link] in 1749.[5][6] From this, the sense of "a part played by an actor[image: External link]" developed.[6] Character, particularly when enacted by an actor in the theatre[image: External link] or cinema[image: External link], involves "the illusion of being a human person."[7] In literature, characters guide readers through their stories, helping them to understand plots and ponder themes.[8] Since the end of the 18th century, the phrase "in character" has been used to describe an effective impersonation[image: External link] by an actor.[6] Since the 19th century, the art of creating characters, as practiced by actors or writers, has been called characterisation[image: External link].[6]

A character who stands as a representative of a particular class[image: External link] or group of people is known as a type.[9] Types include both stock characters[image: External link] and those that are more fully individualised[image: External link].[9] The characters in Henrik Ibsen[image: External link]'s Hedda Gabler[image: External link] (1891) and August Strindberg[image: External link]'s Miss Julie[image: External link] (1888), for example, are representative of specific positions in the social relations[image: External link] of class and gender[image: External link], such that the conflicts[image: External link] between the characters reveal ideological[image: External link] conflicts.[10]

The study of a character requires an analysis of its relations with all of the other characters in the work.[11] The individual status of a character is defined through the network of oppositions (proairetic, pragmatic[image: External link], linguistic[image: External link], proxemic[image: External link]) that it forms with the other characters.[12] The relation between characters and the action of the story shifts historically, often miming[image: External link] shifts in society and its ideas about human individuality[image: External link], self-determination[image: External link], and the social order[image: External link].[13]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Creation




In fiction writing[image: External link], authors create dynamic characters by many methods.[1][2] Sometimes characters are conjured up from imagination; in other instances, they are created by amplifying the character trait of a real person into a new fictional creation, or are created from scratch as a matter of expediency.[1][2]
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In his book Aspects of the Novel, E. M. Forster[image: External link] defined two basic types of characters, their qualities, functions, and importance for the development of the novel: flat characters and round characters.[14] Flat characters are two-dimensional, in that they are relatively uncomplicated. By contrast, round characters are complex figures with many different characteristics, that undergo development, sometimes sufficiently to surprise the reader.[15]

Mary Sues[image: External link] are characters mainly appearing in fan fiction[image: External link]. They are virtually devoid of flaws,[16] and are therefore considered flat characters.
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Dynamic characters are the ones that change over the course of the story, while static characters remain the same throughout.
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In television, a regular, main or ongoing character is a character who appears in all or a majority of episodes, or in a significant chain of episodes of the series.[17] Regular characters may be both core and secondary ones.

A recurring character[image: External link] often and frequently appears from time to time during the series' run.[18] Recurring characters often play major roles in more than one episode, sometimes being the main focus.

A guest character is one which acts only in a few episodes or scenes. Unlike regular characters, the guest ones do not need to be carefully incorporated into the storyline with all its ramifications: they create a piece of drama and then disappear without consequences to the narrative structure, unlike core characters, for which any significant conflict must be traced during a considerable time, which is often seen as an unjustified waste of resources. [19] There may also be a continuing or recurring guest character.[20] Sometimes a guest character may gain popularity and turn into a regular one. [21]
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Further information: Poetics (Aristotle)[image: External link]


In the earliest surviving work of dramatic theory[image: External link], Poetics[image: External link] (c. 335 BCE), the Classical Greek philosopher[image: External link] Aristotle[image: External link] deduces that character ( ethos[image: External link]) is one of six qualitative parts of Athenian[image: External link] tragedy[image: External link] and one of the three objects that it represents[image: External link] (1450a12).[22] He understands character not to denote a fictional person, but the quality of the person acting in the story and reacting to its situations (1450a5).[23] He defines character as "that which reveals decision[image: External link], of whatever sort" (1450b8).[23] It is possible, therefore, to have stories that do not contain "characters" in Aristotle's sense of the word, since character necessarily involves making the ethical[image: External link] dispositions of those performing the action clear.[24] If, in speeches, the speaker "decides or avoids nothing at all", then those speeches "do not have character" (1450b9—11).[25] Aristotle argues for the primacy of plot[image: External link] ( mythos[image: External link]) over character ( ethos[image: External link]).[26] He writes:


But the most important of these is the structure of the incidents. For (i) tragedy is a representation not of human beings but of action and life. Happiness and unhappiness lie in action, and the end [of life] is a sort of action, not a quality; people are of a certain sort according to their characters, but happy or the opposite according to their actions. So [the actors] do not act in order to represent the characters, but they include the characters for the sake of their actions" (1450a15-23).[27]



Aristotle suggests that works were distinguished in the first instance according to the nature of the person who created them: "the grander people represented fine actions, i.e. those of fine persons" by producing "hymns and praise-poems", while "ordinary people represented those of inferior ones" by "composing invectives" (1448b20—1449a5).[28] On this basis, a distinction between the individuals represented in tragedy and in comedy arose: tragedy, along with epic poetry[image: External link], is "a representation of serious people" (1449b9—10), while comedy[image: External link] is "a representation of people who are rather inferior" (1449a32—33).[29]

In the Tractatus coislinianus[image: External link] (which may or may not be by Aristotle), Ancient Greek comedy[image: External link] is defined as involving three types of characters: the buffoon[image: External link] ( bômolochus[image: External link]), the ironist[image: External link] ( eirôn[image: External link]) and the imposter[image: External link] or boaster ( alazôn[image: External link]).[30] All three are central to Aristophanes[image: External link]' "old comedy[image: External link]".[31]

By the time the Roman[image: External link] comic playwright Plautus[image: External link] wrote his plays two centuries later, the use of characters to define dramatic genres[image: External link] was well established.[32] His Amphitryon[image: External link] begins with a prologue[image: External link] in which Mercury[image: External link] claims that since the play contains kings and gods, it cannot be a comedy and must be a tragicomedy[image: External link].[33]
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	Advertising character[image: External link]

	Antagonist[image: External link]

	Breaking character[image: External link]

	Character actor[image: External link]

	Character animation[image: External link]

	Character arc[image: External link]

	Character blogging[image: External link]

	Character comedy[image: External link]

	Character dance[image: External link]

	Character flaw[image: External link]

	Characterization[image: External link]

	Character piece[image: External link]

	Character sketch[image: External link]

	Composite character[image: External link]

	Costumed character[image: External link]

	Declamatio[image: External link]

	Focal character[image: External link]

	Gag character[image: External link]

	Generic character (fiction)[image: External link]

	Ghost character[image: External link]

	Mary Sue[image: External link]

	Non-player character[image: External link]

	Out of character[image: External link]

	Persona[image: External link]

	Player character[image: External link]

	Protagonist[image: External link]

	Recurring character[image: External link]

	Secret character (video games)[image: External link]

	Stock character[image: External link]

	Supporting character[image: External link]

	Sympathetic character[image: External link]

	Unseen character[image: External link]
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^ a b c d Maria DiBattista (2011). Novel Characters: A Genealogy[image: External link]. John Wiley & Sons[image: External link]. pp. 14–20. ISBN  1444351559[image: External link]. Retrieved January 19, 2017.


	
^ Baldick (2001, 37) and Childs and Fowler (2006, 23). See also "character, 10b" in Trumble and Stevenson (2003, 381): "A person portrayed in a novel, a drama, etc; a part played by an actor".


	
^ OED "character" sense 17.a citing, inter alia, Dryden's[image: External link] 1679 preface to Troilus and Cressida[image: External link]: "The chief character or Hero in a Tragedy ... ought in prudence to be such a man, who has so much more in him of Virtue than of Vice... If Creon had been the chief character in Œdipus..."


	
^ Aston and Savona (1991, 34), quotation:

[...] is first used in English to denote 'a personality in a novel or a play' in 1749 (The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary, s.v.).





	
^ a b c d Harrison (1998, 51-2) quotation:

Its use as 'the sum of the qualities which constitute an individual' is a mC17 development. The modern literary and theatrical sense of 'an individual created in a fictitious work' is not attested in OED until mC18: 'Whatever characters any... have for the jestsake personated... are now thrown off' (1749, Fielding, Tom Jones).
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^ Greg M. Smith, Beautiful TV: The Art and Argument of Ally McBeal, p. 147[image: External link]


	
^ Smith, p. 151[image: External link]


	
^ David Kukoff, Vault Guide to Television Writing Careers, p. 62[image: External link]


	
^ Janko (1987, 8). Aristotle defines the six qualitative elements of tragedy as "plot, character, diction, reasoning, spectacle and song" (1450a10); the three objects are plot ( mythos[image: External link]), character ( ethos[image: External link]), and reasoning ( dianoia[image: External link]).


	
^ a b Janko (1987, 9, 84).


	
^ Aristotle writes: "Again, without action a tragedy cannot exist, but without characters it may. For the tragedies of most recent [poets] lack character, and in general there are many such poets" (1450a24-25); see Janko (1987, 9, 86).


	
^ Janko (1987, 9).


	
^ Aston and Savona (1991, 34) and Janko (1987, 8).


	
^ Janko (1987, 8).


	
^ Janko (1987, 5). This distinction, Aristotle argues, arises from two causes that are natural and common to all humans—the delight taken in experiencing representations and the way in which we learn through imitation (1448b4—19); see Janko (1987, 4—5).


	
^ Janko (1987, 6—7). Aristotle specifies that comedy does not represent all kinds of ugliness and vice, but only that which is laughable (1449a32—1449a37).
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An American comic book is a thin periodical[image: External link], typically 32-pages, containing primarily comics[image: External link] content. While the form originated in 1933, American comic books[image: External link] first gained popularity after the 1938 publication of Action Comics[image: External link], which included the debut of the superhero Superman. This was followed by a superhero boom that lasted until the end of World War II. After the war, while superheroes were marginalized, the comic book industry rapidly expanded, and genres such as horror, crime, and romance became popular. The 1950s saw a gradual decline, due to a shift away from print media in the wake of television[image: External link][1] and the impact of the Comics Code Authority.[1] The late 1950s and the 1960s saw a superhero revival, and superheroes remain the dominant character archetype in the 21st century.

Since the later 20th century, comic books have gained note as collectable items. Comic shops[image: External link] cater to fans, and particularly valuable issues have fetched in excess of a million dollars. Systems of grading comic books have emerged with plastic sleeves ("bags") and cardboard backing ("boards") available to maintain the condition of comic books.
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Standard comics are 6.625 inches (16.83 cm) × 10.25 inches (26.0 cm) and about 32 pages long.
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While comics can be the work of a single creator, the labour of making them is frequently divided between a number of specialists. There may be a separate writer and artist[image: External link], or there may be separate artists for the characters and backgrounds.[2]

Particularly in superhero comic books,[3] the art may be divided between:


	a penciller, who lays out the artwork in pencil[4]


	an inker, who finishes the artwork in ink[5]


	a colorist[image: External link][6]


	a letterer[image: External link], who adds the captions and speech balloons.[7]




The process begins with the creator coming up with an idea or concept, then working it into a plot[image: External link] and story[image: External link], and finalizing the preliminary writing with a script[image: External link]. After the art production, letters are placed on the page and an editor may have the final say before the comic is sent to the printer.[8]

The creative team, the writers and artists, may work with a comic book[image: External link] publisher[image: External link] for help with marketing, advertising, and other logistics. A distributor like Diamond Comic Distributors[image: External link], the largest in the U.S., helps to distribute the finished product to retailers.

Another part of the process involved in successful comics is the interaction between the readers/fans and the creator(s). Fan art[image: External link] and letters to the editor[image: External link] were commonly printed in the back of the book until the early 21st century, when various Internet forms started to replace them.
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Main article: Alternative comics[image: External link]


Comic specialty stores did help encourage several waves of independently-produced comics, beginning in the mid-1970s. Some of the early example of these - generally referred to as "independent" or "alternative" comics - such as Big Apple Comix[image: External link], continued somewhat in the tradition of underground comics[image: External link], while others, such as Star Reach[image: External link], resembled the output of mainstream publishers in format and genre but were published by smaller artist-owned ventures or by a single artist.

The "small press[image: External link]" scene continued to grow and diversify, with a number of small publishers in the 1990s changing the format and distribution of their books to more closely resemble non-comics publishing. The " minicomics[image: External link]" form, an extremely informal version of self-publishing[image: External link], arose in the 1980s and became increasingly popular among artists in the 1990s, despite reaching an even more limited audience than the small presses.
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Main article: History of American comics[image: External link]
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 Proto-comic books and the Platinum Age




The development of the modern American comic book happened in stages. Publishers had collected comic strips[image: External link] in hardcover book[image: External link] form as early as 1842, with The Adventures of Obadiah Oldbuck[image: External link], a collection of English-language newspaper inserts originally published in Europe as the 1833 book Histoire de M. Vieux Bois.[9]

The G. W. Dillingham Company published the first known proto-comic-book magazine in the U.S., The Yellow Kid in McFadden's Flats, in 1897. A hardcover book, it reprinted material — primarily the October 18, 1896 to January 10, 1897 sequence titled "McFadden's Row of Flats" — from cartoonist Richard F. Outcault[image: External link]'s newspaper[image: External link] comic strip[image: External link] Hogan's Alley[image: External link], starring the Yellow Kid[image: External link]. The 196-page, square-bound, black-and-white publication, which also includes introductory text by E. W. Townsend, measured 5×7 inches and sold for 50 cents. The neologism "comic book" appears on the back cover.[9] Despite the publication of a series of related Hearst comics soon afterward,[9] the first monthly proto-comic book, Embee Distributing Company's Comic Monthly, did not appear until 1922. Produced in an 8½-by-9-inch format, it reprinted black-and-white newspaper comic strips and lasted a year.[9][10]
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In 1929, Dell Publishing[image: External link] (founded by George T. Delacorte, Jr.[image: External link]) published The Funnies[image: External link], described by the Library of Congress[image: External link] as "a short-lived newspaper tabloid[image: External link] insert"[11] and not to be confused with Dell's 1936 comic-book series of the same name. Historian Ron Goulart describes the 16-page, four-color[image: External link] periodical as "more a Sunday comic section without the rest of the newspaper than a true comic book. But it did offer all original material and was sold on newsstands[image: External link]".[12] The Funnies ran for 36 issues, published Saturdays through October 16, 1930.

In 1933, salesperson Maxwell Gaines[image: External link], sales manager Harry I. Wildenberg, and owner George Janosik of the Waterbury, Connecticut[image: External link] company Eastern Color Printing – which printed, among other things, Sunday-paper comic-strip[image: External link] sections – produced Funnies on Parade[image: External link] as a way to keep their presses running. Like The Funnies, but only eight pages,[13] this appeared as a newsprint[image: External link] magazine. Rather than using original material, however, it reprinted in color several comic strips licensed from the McNaught Syndicate[image: External link] and the McClure Syndicate[image: External link]. These included such popular strips as cartoonist Al Smith[image: External link]'s Mutt and Jeff[image: External link], Ham Fisher[image: External link]'s Joe Palooka[image: External link], and Percy Crosby[image: External link]'s Skippy[image: External link]. Eastern Color neither sold this periodical nor made it available on newsstands[image: External link], but rather sent it out free as a promotional item to consumers who mailed in coupons clipped from Procter & Gamble[image: External link] soap and toiletries products. The company printed 10,000 copies.[13] The promotion proved a success, and Eastern Color that year produced similar periodicals for Canada Dry[image: External link] soft drinks[image: External link], Kinney Shoes[image: External link], Wheatena[image: External link] cereal[image: External link] and others, with print runs of from 100,000 to 250,000.[12]
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Also in 1933, Gaines and Wildenberg collaborated with Dell to publish the 36-page Famous Funnies: A Carnival of Comics, which historians consider the first true American comic book; Goulart, for example, calls it "the cornerstone for one of the most lucrative branches of magazine publishing".[12] Distribution took place through the Woolworth's[image: External link] department-store[image: External link] chain, though it remains unclear whether it was sold or given away; the cover displays no price, but Goulart refers, either metaphorically or literally, to "sticking a ten-cent pricetag [ sic[image: External link]] on the comic books".[12]

When Delacorte declined to continue with Famous Funnies: A Carnival of Comics, Eastern Color on its own published Famous Funnies[image: External link] #1 (cover-dated July 1934), a 68-page giant selling for 10¢. Distributed to newsstands by the mammoth American News Company[image: External link], it proved a hit with readers during the cash-strapped Great Depression[image: External link], selling 90 percent of its 200,000 print, although putting Eastern Color more than $4,000 in the red.[12] That quickly changed, with the book turning a $30,000 profit each issue starting with #12.[12] Famous Funnies would eventually run 218 issues, inspire imitators, and largely launch a new mass medium[image: External link].

When the supply of available existing comic strips began to dwindle, early comic books began to include a small amount of new, original material in comic-strip format. Inevitably, a comic book of all-original material, with no comic-strip reprints, debuted. Fledgling publisher Malcolm Wheeler-Nicholson[image: External link] founded National Allied Publications, which would evolve into DC Comics, to release New Fun[image: External link] #1 (Feb. 1935). This came out as a tabloid[image: External link]-sized, 10-inch by 15-inch, 36-page magazine with a card-stock, non-glossy cover. An anthology[image: External link], it mixed humor[image: External link] features such as the funny animal[image: External link] comic "Pelion and Ossa" and the college-set "Jigger and Ginger" with such dramatic fare as the Western[image: External link] strip "Jack Woods" and the " yellow-peril[image: External link]" adventure "Barry O'Neill", featuring a Fu Manchu[image: External link]-styled villain, Fang Gow. Issue #6 (Oct. 1935) brought the comic-book debut of Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and Joe Shuster[image: External link], the future creators of Superman. The two began their careers with the musketeer swashbuckler "Henri Duval", doing the first two installments before turning it over to others and, under the pseudonyms[image: External link] "Leger and Reuths", they created the supernatural[image: External link]-crimefighter adventure Doctor Occult.[14]
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Main article: Golden Age of Comic Books


In 1938, after Wheeler-Nicholson's partner Harry Donenfeld[image: External link] had ousted him, National Allied editor Vin Sullivan[image: External link] pulled a Siegel/Shuster creation from the slush pile[image: External link] and used it as the cover feature (but only as a backup story)[15] in Action Comics[image: External link] #1[image: External link] (June 1938). The duo's alien hero, Superman, dressed in a cape and colorful tights. The costume, influenced by Flash Gordon[image: External link]'s attire from 1934, evoked circus[image: External link] aerial performers and circus strongmen, and Superman became the archetype of the " superheroes[image: External link]" that would follow.

In early 1939, the success of Superman in Action Comics prompted editors at National Comics Publications (the future DC Comics) to request more superheroes for its titles. In response, Bob Kane[image: External link] and Bill Finger[image: External link] created Batman, who debuted in Detective Comics[image: External link] #27 (1939).[16] The period from the late 1930s through roughly the end of the 1940s is referred to by comic book experts as the Golden Age of comic books[image: External link]. It featured extremely large print-runs, with Action Comics and Captain Marvel[image: External link] selling over half a million copies a month each;[17] comics provided very popular cheap entertainment during World War II especially among soldiers, but with erratic quality in stories, art, and printing. In the early 1940s over 90 percent of girls and boys from seven to seventeen read comic books.[18]

MLJ's Pep Comics[image: External link] debuted as a superhero, science-fiction and adventure anthology, but after the title introduced the teen-humor feature "Archie" in 1942, the feature's popularity would soon eclipse all other MLJ properties, leading the publisher to rename itself Archie Comics.

Following the end of World War II, the popularity of superheroes greatly diminished,[19] while the comic-book industry itself expanded.[20] A few well-established characters such as Superman, Batman and Wonder Woman continued to sell, but DC cancelled series starring the Flash and Green Lantern and converted All-American Comics and All-Star Comics to Western[image: External link] titles, and Star Spangled Comics to a war[image: External link] title. The publisher also launched such science-fiction titles as Strange Adventures[image: External link] and Mystery in Space[image: External link]. Timely Comics cancelled its Captain America, Human Torch and Sub-Mariner series, briefly reviving the characters in 1954 only to cancel them shortly thereafter and to focus on horror, science fiction, teen humor, romance and Western, genres. Romance comics became established with Prize Comics' Young Romance and Young Love[image: External link], produced by Joe Simon and Jack Kirby; those titles' popularity lead to an explosion of romance comics form many publishers.

Dell's comic books accounted for a third of all North American sales in the early 1950s. Its 90 titles averaged a circulation of 800,000 copies each issue, with Walt Disney's Comics and Stories[image: External link] peaking with a circulation of three million in 1953. Eleven of the top 25 best-selling comic books at the time were Dell titles.[21] Out of 40 publishers active in 1954, Dell, Atlas (Marvel), DC and Archie were the major players sales-wise. By this time, former big-time players Fawcett and Fiction house had ceased publishing.[22]

Circulation peaked out in 1952, when 3161 issues of various comics were published with total circulation at about one billion.[note 1] After 1952, the number of individual releases dropped every year for the rest of the decade, with the biggest losses coming in 1955–56.[23] These rapid losses followed the introduction of the Comics Code Authority in the wake of Senate hearings on juvenile delinquency.[24] While there was only a 9% drop in the number of releases between 1952 and 1953, circulation plummeted by an estimated 30–40%.[25] The cause of the decrease is not entirely certain. Television had come to provide competition with comic books, or the rise of conservative values that came with the election of Dwight Eisenhower[image: External link]. The Comics Code Authority, a self-censoring body founded to curb juvenile delinquency believed to be influenced by crime and horror comics, has been targeted as the culprit, though sales had begun to drop the year before it was founded.[26] The major publishers were largely unaffected by the drop, but smaller publishers like EC (the prime target of the CCA) stopped publishing crime and horror titles, and had to focus on other areas.[27] By the 1960s, output stabilized at about 1500 releases per year.[23]

The dominant comic book genres of the post-CCA 1950s were funny animals, humor, romance, television properties and Westerns. Detective, fantasy, teen and war comics were also popular, while adventure, superheroes and comic strip reprints were in decline,[27] with Famous Funnies seeing its last issue in 1955.[28]
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Main article: Comics Code Authority


In the late 1940s and early 1950s horror[image: External link] and true-crime[image: External link] comics flourished, many containing graphic violence and gore. EC Comics[image: External link] was a particularly successful publisher of these genres, and was singled out by psychiatrist Fredric Wertham[image: External link] in his book Seduction of the Innocent[image: External link] in 1954. The book was concerned with what he perceived as sadistic[image: External link] and homosexual[image: External link] undertones in horror comics and in superhero comics respectively, and it raised public anxiety about comics. Soon moral crusaders[image: External link] blamed comic books as a cause of poor grades, juvenile delinquency[image: External link], drug use.[note 2] This led the Senate Subcommittee on Juvenile Delinquency[image: External link] to take an interest in comic books (April–June, 1954). Schools and parent groups held public comic-book burnings, and some cities banned[image: External link] comic books.

In the wake of these events, many comics publishers, most notably National and Archie, founded the Comics Code Authority in 1954 and drafted the Comics Code, intended as "the most stringent code in existence for any communications media".[29] A Comic Code Seal of Approval soon appeared on virtually every comic book carried on newsstands. EC, after experimenting with less controversial comic books, dropped its comics line to focus on the satiric Mad[image: External link] — a comic book that changed to magazine format in order to circumvent the Code.[30]
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Main article: Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


DC started a revival in superhero comics in 1956 with the October 1956 revival of The Flash in Showcase #4. Many comics historians peg this as the beginning of the Silver Age of American comic books, although Marvel had started reviving some of its old superheroes as early as 1954.[19] The new Flash is taken symbolically as the beginning of a new era, although his success was not immediate. It took two years for the Flash to receive his own title, and Showcase itself was only a bimonthly title, though one that was to introduce a large number of enduring characters. By 1959, the slowly building superhero revival had become clear to DC's competitors. Archie jumped on board that year, and Charlton joined the bandwagon in 1960.[31]

In 1961, writer/editor Stan Lee and artist/co-plotter Jack Kirby created the Fantastic Four for Marvel Comics. With an innovation that changed the comic-book industry, The Fantastic Four #1 initiated a naturalistic[image: External link] style of superheroes with human failings, fears, and inner demons - heroes who squabbled and worried about the likes of rent money. In contrast to the super-heroic do-gooder archetypes of established superheroes at the time, this ushered in a revolution. With dynamic artwork by Kirby, Steve Ditko[image: External link], Don Heck, and others complementing Lee's colorful, catchy prose, the new style became very popular among college students who could identify with the angsty and irreverent nature of characters like Spider-Man, X-Men, and the Fantastic Four. This was a time of massive social upheaval that birthed a new generation of hipper and more countercultural young people who found a voice in these books. Because Marvel's books were distributed by its rival, National Periodicals, between 1957 and 1968, Marvel was initially restricted to publishing eight titles a month.[32][33]

While the creators of comics were given credit in the early days of comic books, this all but vanished during the 1940s and 1950s. Comic books were produced by comic book companies rather than individual creators (EC being a notable exception, a company that not only credited its creative teams, but also featured creators' biographies). Even comic books by revered and collectable artists like Carl Barks[image: External link] were not known by their creators' names—Disney comics[image: External link] like Barks' were signed "Walt Disney[image: External link]." In the 1960s, DC, and then Marvel, began to include writer and artist credits on the comics that they published.[34]

Other notable companies included the American Comics Group[image: External link] (ACG), Charlton[image: External link], Dell, Gold Key[image: External link], Harvey Comics, and Tower[image: External link].
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Main article: Underground comix[image: External link]


Sex, drugs and rock 'n roll were featured as the anti-authoritarian underground comix[image: External link] saw made waves in 1968 following the publication of Robert Crumb[image: External link]'s irregularly published Zap Comix[image: External link]. Frank Stack[image: External link] had published The Adventures of Jesus as far back as 1962, and there had been a trickle of such publications until Crumb's success.[35] What had started as a self-publishing scene soon grew into a minor industry, with Print Mint[image: External link], Kitchen Sink[image: External link], Last Gasp[image: External link] and Apex Novelties[image: External link] among the more well-known publishers. These comix were often extremely graphic, and largely distributed in head shops[image: External link] that flourished in the countercultural era.[36]

Legal issues and paper shortages led to a decline in underground comix output from its 1972 peak. The death knell was sounded in 1974, when the passage of anti-paraphernalia laws led to the closing of most head shops, which throttled underground comix' distribution. Its readership also dried up as the hippie movement itself petered out around the mid-1970s.[37]
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Main article: Bronze Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


Wizard originally used the phrase "Bronze Age" in 1995 to denote the Modern Horror age. But as of 2009 historians and fans use "Bronze Age"[image: External link] to describe the period of American mainstream comics history that begins with a period of concentrated changes to comic books circa 1970. Unlike the Golden/Silver Age transition, the Silver/Bronze transition involved many continually published books, making the transition less sharp.
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Main article: Modern Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


The development of the "direct market[image: External link]" distribution system in the 1970s coincided with the appearance of comic-book specialty stores[image: External link] across North America. These specialty stores were a haven for more distinct voices and stories, but they also marginalized comics in the public eye. Serialized comic stories became longer and more complex, requiring readers to buy more issues to finish a story.

In the mid-to-late 1980s, two series published by DC Comics, Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] and Watchmen[image: External link], had a profound impact upon the American comic-book industry. Their popularity, along with mainstream media attention and critical acclaim, combined with changing social tastes, led to a considerably darker tone in comic books during the 1990s nicknamed by fans as the "grim-and-gritty" era.

The growing popularity of antiheroes[image: External link] such as Wolverine and the Punisher exemplified this change, as did the darker tone of some independent publishers such as First Comics[image: External link], Dark Horse Comics[image: External link], and (founded in the 1990s) Image Comics[image: External link]. This tendency towards darkness and nihilism was manifested in DC's production of heavily promoted comic book stories such as "A Death in the Family[image: External link]" in the Batman series (in which The Joker[image: External link] brutally murdered Batman's sidekick Robin), while at Marvel the continuing popularity of the various X-Men books[image: External link] led to storylines involving the genocide of superpowered "mutants" in allegorical stories about religious and ethnic persecution.

In addition, published formats like the graphic novel[image: External link] and the related trade paperback[image: External link] enabled the comic book to gain some respectability as literature. As a result, these formats are now common in book retail[image: External link] and the collections of public libraries[image: External link].
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^ Actual estimates vary between 840 million and 1.3 billion [1][image: External link]


	
^ An example of the sensational coverage of comics in the mass media is Confidential File: Horror Comic Books![image: External link], broadcast October 9, 1955 on Los Angeles television station KTTV[image: External link].
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Cover Date





Cover date refers to the date displayed on the covers of periodical publications[image: External link] such as magazines[image: External link] and comic books[image: External link]. This is not necessarily the true date of publication[image: External link] (the on-sale date or release date). For some publications, the cover date may not be found on the cover[image: External link], but rather on an inside jacket or on an interior page.

Magazines

In the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom, the standard practice is to display on magazine covers a date which is some weeks or months in the future from the publishing or release date. There are two reasons for this discrepancy: first, to allow magazines to continue appearing "current" to consumers[image: External link] even after they have been on sale for some time (since not all magazines will be sold immediately), and second, to inform newsstands when an unsold magazine can be removed from the stands and returned to the publisher[image: External link] or be destroyed (in this case, the cover date is also the pull date).[1]

Weeklies (such as Time and Newsweek[image: External link]) are generally dated a week ahead. Monthlies (such as National Geographic Magazine[image: External link]) are generally dated a month ahead, and quarterlies are generally dated three months ahead.

In other countries, the cover date usually matches more closely the date of publication, and may indeed be identical where weekly magazines are concerned.

In all markets, it is rare for monthly magazines to indicate a particular day of the month: thus issues are dated May 2016, and so on, whereas weekly magazines may be dated 17 May 2016.

Comic books

The general practice of most mainstream comic book[image: External link] companies since the creation of the comic book in the 1930s was to date individual issues by putting the name of a month (and much later the year as well) on the cover which was generally two months after the release date. For example, a 1951 issue of Superman[image: External link] which had the cover date of July would have been published two months earlier from that date in the month of May, generally speaking. In 1973 the discrepancy between the cover date and the publishing date went from two months to three months.[2] In 1989 the cover date and publishing date discrepancy was changed back to two months, though generally each comic book company now uses its own system.

Of the two major American comic book publishers, DC Comics continues to put cover dates on the cover[image: External link]. Marvel Comics stopped putting cover dates on the cover in October 1999; instead, the "cover" date was moved to the indicia[image: External link] on an interior page.
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Timely Comics






Timely Comics, initially Timely Publications, was the earliest comic book arm of American publisher Martin Goodman, and the entity that would evolve by the 1960s to become Marvel Comics.[1][2]

Founded in 1939, during the era called the Golden Age of comic books, "Timely" was the umbrella name for the comics division of pulp magazine[image: External link] publisher Goodman, whose business strategy[image: External link] involved having a multitude of corporate[image: External link] entities all producing the same product.[1] The company was founded in 1939 as Timely Publications,[3][4] based at his existing company in the McGraw-Hill Building[image: External link] at 330 West 42nd Street in New York City. In 1942, it moved to the 14th floor of the Empire State Building[image: External link], where it remained until 1951. In 2016, Marvel announced that Timely Comics would be the name of a new imprint of low-priced reprint comics.
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In 1939, with the emerging medium[image: External link] of comic books proving hugely popular, and the first superheroes setting the trend, pulp-magazine[image: External link] publisher Martin Goodman founded Timely Publications, basing it at his existing company in the McGraw-Hill Building[image: External link] at 330 West 42nd Street in New York City. Goodman – whose official titles were editor, managing editor, and business manager[image: External link], with Abraham Goodman officially listed as publisher[4] – contracted with the newly formed comic-book "packager" Funnies, Inc.[image: External link] to supply material.[3]

His first effort, Marvel Comics #1 (Oct. 1939), featured the first appearances[image: External link] of writer-artist Carl Burgos[image: External link]' android[image: External link] superhero, the Human Torch, and Paul Gustavson[image: External link]'s costumed detective the Angel. As well, it contained the published appearance of Bill Everett[image: External link]'s anti-hero[image: External link] Namor the Sub-Mariner[image: External link], created for the unpublished movie-theater giveaway comic Motion Picture Funnies Weekly[image: External link] earlier that year, with the eight-page original story now expanded by four pages.[5]

Also included were Al Anders' Western[image: External link] hero the Masked Raider[image: External link]; the jungle lord Ka-Zar the Great,[6] with Ben Thompson adapting the story "King of Fang and Claw" by Bob Byrd in Goodman's eponymous pulp magazine Ka-Zar #1 (Oct. 1936);[7] the non-continuing-character story "Jungle Terror", featuring adventurer Ken Masters, drawn and possibly written by Art Pinajian[image: External link] under the quirky pseudonym "Tohm Dixon" or "Tomm Dixon" (with the published signature smudged); "Now I'll Tell One", five single-panel, black-and-white gag cartoons by Fred Schwab[image: External link], on the inside front cover; and a two-page prose story by Ray Gill, "Burning Rubber", about auto racing[image: External link]. A painted cover by veteran science-fiction pulp artist Frank R. Paul[image: External link] featured the Human Torch, looking much different from the interior story.[5][8]

That initial comic, cover-dated October 1939, quickly sold out 80,000 copies, prompting Goodman to produce a second printing, cover-dated November 1939. The latter is identical except for a black bar over the October date in the inside-front-cover indicia, and the November date added at the end.[5] That sold approximately 800,000 copies.[9] With a hit on his hands, Goodman began assembling an in-house staff, hiring Funnies, Inc. writer-artist Joe Simon as editor. Simon brought along his collaborator, artist Jack Kirby, followed by artist Syd Shores.[10] Goodman then formed Timely Comics, Inc., beginning with comics cover-dated April 1941 or Spring 1941.[2]

There is evidence that "Red Circle Comics" – a name that would be used for an unrelated imprint[image: External link] of Archie Comics in the 1970s and 1980s – may have been a term in use as Goodman prepared to publish his first comic book. Historian Les Daniels, referring to Goodman's pulp-magazine line, describes the name Red Circle[image: External link] as "a halfhearted attempt to establish an identity for what was usually described loosely as 'the Goodman group' [made] when a new logo was adopted: a red disk surrounded by a black ring that bore the phrase 'A Red Circle Magazine.' But it appeared only intermittently, when someone remembered to put it on [a pulp magazine's] cover.[11] Historian Jess Nevins[image: External link], conversely, writes that, "Timely Publications [was how] Goodman's group [of companies] had become known; before this, it was known as 'Red Circle' because of the logo that Goodman had put on his pulp magazines...."[12] The Grand Comics Database identifies 23 issues of Goodman comic books from 1944 to 1959 with Red Circle, Inc. branding,[13] and a single 1948 issue under Red Circle Magazines Corp.[14]
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Marvel Comics was rechristened Marvel Mystery Comics with issue #2 (Dec. 1939); the magazine would continue under that title through #92 (June 1949) before becoming Marvel Tales[image: External link] through #159 (Aug. 1957). Timely began publishing additional series, beginning with Daring Mystery Comics[image: External link] #1 (Jan. 1940), Mystic Comics[image: External link] #1 (March 1940), Red Raven Comics[image: External link] #1 (Aug. 1940), The Human Torch #2 (premiering Fall 1940 with no cover date and having taken over the numbering from the unsuccessful Red Raven), and Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941). Going on sale in December 1940, a year before the bombing of Pearl Harbor[image: External link] and already showing the hero punching Hitler[image: External link], that first issue sold nearly one million copies.[9]

With the hit characters Human Torch and Sub-Mariner now joined by Simon & Kirby's seminal patriotic hero Captain America, Timely had its "big three" stars of the era fans and historians call the Golden Age of Comic Books. Rival publishers National Comics Publications / All-American Comics[image: External link], the sister companies that would evolve into DC Comics, likewise had their own "big three": Superman and Batman plus the soon-to-debut Wonder Woman. Timely's other major competitors were Fawcett Publications[image: External link] (with Captain Marvel, introduced in 1940); Quality Comics (with Plastic Man and Blackhawk, both in 1941); and Lev Gleason Publications (with Daredevil, introduced in 1940 and unrelated to the 1960s Marvel hero).

Other Timely characters, many seen both in modern-day retroactive-continuity[image: External link] appearances and in flashbacks, include the Angel, the next-most-popular character in terms of number of appearances; the Destroyer[image: External link], an early creation of future Marvel chief Stan Lee; super-speedster the Whizzer; the flying and super-strong Miss America; the original Vision, who inspired Marvel writer Roy Thomas in the 1960s to create a Silver Age[image: External link] version of the character; and the Blazing Skull and the Thin Man, two members of the present-day New Invaders[image: External link].

Just as Captain America had his teenage sidekick Bucky and DC Comics' Batman had Robin, the Human Torch acquired a young partner, Toro, in the first issue of the Torch's own magazine. The Young Allies—one of several "kid gangs" popular in comics at the time—debuted under the rubric the Sentinels of Liberty in a text story in Captain America Comics #4 (June 1941) before making it to the comics pages themselves the following issue, and then eventually into their own title.

Seeing a natural "fire and water" theme, Timely was responsible for comic books' first major crossover, with a two-issue battle between the Human Torch and the Sub-Mariner that spanned Marvel Mystery Comics #8–9—telling the story from the two characters' different perspectives.

After the Simon & Kirby team moved to DC late 1941, having produced Captain America Comics through issue #10 (Jan. 1942), Al Avison and Syd Shores became regular pencilers[image: External link] on the title, with one generally inking over the other. Stan Lee (né Stanley Lieber), a cousin of Goodman's by marriage who had been serving as an assistant since 1939, at age 16,[n 1] was promoted to interim editor just shy of his 19th birthday. Showing a knack for the business, Lee stayed on for decades, eventually becoming Marvel Comics' publisher in 1972. Fellow Timely staffer Vincent Fago[image: External link] would substitute during Lee's World War II military service[image: External link].

The staff at that time, Fago recalled, was, "Mike Sekowsky[image: External link]. Ed Winiarski[image: External link]. Gary Keller was a production assistant and letterer. Ernest Hart[image: External link] and Kin Platt[image: External link] were writers, but they worked freelance; Hart also drew. George Klein[image: External link], Syd Shores, Vince Alascia[image: External link], Dave Gantz[image: External link], and Chris Rule[image: External link] were there, too".[16]

In 1942, Goodman moved his publisher operations to the 14th floor of the Empire State Building[image: External link], where it remained until 1951.[17]
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 Funny animals, and people




The superheroes were the products of what Timely referred to as the "adventure" bullpen. The company also developed an "animator" bullpen creating such movie tie-in and original funny animal[image: External link] comics as Terrytoons Comics[image: External link], Mighty Mouse[image: External link], All Surprise Comics, Super Rabbit Comics[image: External link], Funny Frolics, and Funny Tunes, renamed Animated Funny Comic-Tunes. Former Fleischer Studios[image: External link] animator Fago, who joined Timely in 1942, headed this group, which consisted through the years of such writer/artists as Hart, Gantz, Klein, Platt, Rule, Sekowsky, Frank Carin (né Carino), Bob Deschamps, Chad Grothkopf, Pauline Loth, Jim Mooney, Moss Worthman a.k.a. Moe Worth, and future Mad[image: External link] magazine cartoonists Dave Berg[image: External link] and Al Jaffee[image: External link].

Features from this department include "Dinky" and "Frenchy Rabbit" in Terrytoons Comics; "Floop and Skilly Boo" in Comedy Comics; "Posty the Pelican Postman" in Krazy Komics and other titles; "Krazy Krow" in that character's eponymous comic; "Tubby an' Tack", in various comics; and the most popular of these features, Jaffee's "Ziggy Pig and Silly Seal[image: External link]" and Hart's "Super Rabbit[image: External link]", the cover stars of many different titles. Timely also published one of humor cartoonist Basil Wolverton[image: External link]'s best-known features, Powerhouse Pepper[image: External link]. The first issue, cover-dated January 1943, bore no number, and protagonist[image: External link] Pepper looked different from his more familiar visualization (when the series returned for four issues, May–Nov. 1948) as the bullet-headed naif in the striped turtleneck sweater.

Additionally, Timely in 1944 and 1945 initiated a sitcom selection of titles aimed at female readers: Millie the Model[image: External link], Tessie the Typist and Nellie the Nurse. The company continued to pursue female readers later in the decade with such superheroines as Sun Girl; the Sub-Mariner spin-off Namora; and Venus, the Roman goddess[image: External link] of love, posing as a human reporter.[18] Patsy Walker[image: External link], Millie the Model, Tessie the Typist and other Timely humor titles also included Harvey Kurtzman[image: External link]'s "Hey Look!" one-pagers in several issues.[19][20]
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 Marvel branding




Publisher Martin Goodman's business strategy involved having his various magazines and comic books published by a number of companies all operating out of the same office and with the same staff.[1] One of these shell companies under which Timely Comics was published was named Marvel Comics by at least Marvel Mystery Comics #55 (May 1944). As well, some comics' covers, such as All Surprise Comics #12 (Winter 1946–47), were labeled "A Marvel Magazine" many years before Goodman would formally adopt the name in 1961.[21]
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 Time after Timely




Future Comic Book Hall of Fame[image: External link] artist Gene Colan, a Marvel mainstay from 1946 on, recalled that, "The atmosphere at Timely was very good, very funny. ... [I worked in] a big art room and there were about 20 artists in there, all stacked up. Syd [Shores] was in the last row on my side, and there was another row on the other side. Dan DeCarlo[image: External link] was there, several other people – Vince Alascia[image: External link] was an inker; Rudy LaPick[image: External link] sat right behind me," with Mike Sekowsky[image: External link] "in another room".[22]

Yet after the wartime boom years – when superheroes had been new and inspirational, and comics provided cheap entertainment for millions of children, soldiers and others – the post-war era found superheroes falling out of fashion. Television and mass market paperback[image: External link] books now also competed for readers and leisure time[image: External link].[23] Goodman began turning to a wider variety of genres[image: External link] than ever, emphasizing horror[image: External link], Westerns[image: External link], teen humor, crime[image: External link] and war comics, and introducing female heroes to try to attract girls and young women to read comics. In 1946, for instance, the superhero title All Select Comics was changed to Blonde Phantom Comics, and now starred a masked secretary who fought crime in an evening gown[image: External link]. That same year, Kid Komics eliminated its stars and became Kid Movie Comics. All Winners Comics became All Teen Comics in January 1947. Timely eliminated virtually all its staff positions in 1948.

The precise end-point of the Golden Age of comics is vague, but for Timely, at least, it appears to have ended with the cancellation of Captain America Comics at issue #75 (Feb. 1950) – by which time the series had already been Captain America's Weird Tales for two issues, with the finale featuring merely anthological horror/suspense tales and no superheroes. Sub-Mariner Comics had already ended with #32 (June 1949), and the company's flagship title, Marvel Mystery Comics, starring the Human Torch, ended that same month with #92, becoming the horror[image: External link] anthology Marvel Tales[image: External link] beginning with issue #93 (Aug. 1949). Goodman began using the globe logo of the Atlas News Company,[24] the newsstand-distribution company he owned, on comics cover-dated Nov. 1951.[25]

In 2015, Marvel registered the trademark[image: External link] "Timely Comics".[26] The following year, Marvel announced that Timely Comics would be the name of a new imprint of low-priced reprint comics.[27]
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 Timely characters and creators




List of characters making multiple appearances, either in Timely Comics solely or in Timely and subsequent companies Atlas Comics and Marvel Comics.



	Character
	Debut
	Reintroduced (Modern Age)
	Creators



	American Ace
	Marvel Mystery Comics #2
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #4 (Nov. 2011)
	Paul J. Lauretta (penciler). Writer unknown.[28]



	Angel
	Marvel Comics #1 (Nov. 1939)
	The Avengers #97 (March 1972);[29]

U.S. Agent #3 (Aug. 1993)
	Paul Gustavson[image: External link] (artist). Writer unknown.[30][31]



	Archie the Gruesome
	Comedy Comics #10 (Jun. 1942)
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #1 (Aug. 2011)
	



	Black Marvel
	Mystic Comics[image: External link] #5 (March 1941)
	Slingers #1 (Dec. 1998)
	Al Gabriele (penciller-inker). Writer unknown but not Stan Lee as often mis-credited.[32]



	Black Widow
	Mystic Comics #4 (Aug. 1940)
	Marvels #1 (Jan. 1994)
	George Kapitan[image: External link] (writer), Harry Sahle[image: External link] (penciller)[33]



	Blazing Skull
	Mystic Comics #5 (March 1941)
	The Avengers #97 (March 1972);[29] Invaders #2 (1993)
	Bob Davis (writer-penciler)[34]



	Blonde Phantom
	All Select Comics #11 (Fall 1946)
	The Sensational She-Hulk[image: External link] #4 (July 1989)
	Stan Lee (writer), Syd Shores (penciller)[35]



	Blue Blade[image: External link]
	U.S.A. Comics #5 (Summer 1942)
	The Twelve #1 (March 2008)
	Unknown writer and artist.[36]



	Blue Blaze
	Mystic Comics #1 (March 1940)
	
	Harry Douglas (writer-penciler), signed "Harry / Douglas", leading to numerous theories of two creators or other pseudonym situations which have proven incorrect.[37]



	Bucky Barnes
	Captain America Comics[image: External link] #1 (March 1941)
	As Winter Soldier:

Captain America vol. 5, #1 (Jan. 2005)
	Joe Simon (writer), Jack Kirby (penciller)[38]



	Blue Diamond
	Daring Mystery Comics[image: External link] #7 (April 1941)
	Marvel Premiere #29 (April 1976)
	Ben Thompson (penciller). Unknown writer.[39]



	Captain America
	Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941)
	The Avengers #4 (March 1964)
	Joe Simon (writer), Jack Kirby (penciller)[38]



	Captain Terror
	U.S.A. Comics #2 (Nov. 1941)
	Captain America #442 (Aug. 1995)
	Mike Suchorsky (penciller). Unknown writer.[40]



	Captain Wonder[image: External link]
	Kid Komics #1 (Feb. 1943)
	The Twelve #1 (March 2008)
	Otto Binder (writer), Frank Giacoia (penciller)[41]



	Challenger[image: External link]
	Daring Mystery Comics #7 (April 1941)
	Marvel Knights Spider-Man #9 (Feb. 2005)
	Charles Nicholas (penciller). Unknown writer.[42]



	Citizen V
	Daring Mystery Comics #8 (Jan. 1942)
	Thunderbolts −1 (July 1997)
	Ben Thompson (penciler, as "Tom Benson"). Unknown writer.[43]



	Comet Pierce
	Red Raven Comics[image: External link] #1 (Aug. 1940)
	
	Jack Kirby (writer-artist)[44]



	Davey Drew (Davey and the Demon)
	Mystic Comics #7 (1941)
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #3 (Oct. 2011)
	Howard James



	Defender
	U.S.A. Comics #1 (1941)
	Daredevil #66 (Dec. 2004)
	Joe Simon and Jack Kirby (writers). Penciler uncertain[45]



	Destroyer[image: External link]
	Mystic Comics #6 (Oct. 1941)
	Invaders #26 (March 1978)
	Stan Lee (writer), Jack Binder[image: External link] (penciler)



	Dynamic Man
	Mystic Comics #1 (1940)
	The Twelve #1 (March 2008)
	Daniel Peters



	Electro[image: External link]
	Marvel Mystery #4 (Feb. 1940)
	The Twelve #1 (March 2008)
	Steve Dahlman (writer-penciler)



	Falcon
	Human Torch Comics #2 (Fall 1940)
	Marvel Knights Spider-Man #9 (Feb. 2005)
	Carl Burgos (writer - artist)



	Father Time
	Captain America Comics #6 (Sep. 1941)
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #2 (Sep. 2011)
	Stan Lee (writer)



	Ferret
	Marvel Mystery Comics #4 (Feb. 1940)
	The Marvels Project #3 (Dec. 2009)
	



	Fiery Mask[image: External link]
	Daring Mystery Comics #1 (Jan. 1940)
	The Twelve #1 (March 2008)
	Joe Simon (writer-penciller)[46]



	Fighting Yank
	Captain America Comics #17 (Aug. 1942)
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #2 (Sep. 2011)
	



	Fin
	Daring Mystery Comics #7 (April 1941)
	The Avengers #97 (March 1972);[29] Invaders #5 (March 1976)
	Bill Everett[image: External link] (writer-penciller)[39]



	Flash Foster
	Daring Mystery Comics #1 (Jan. 1940)
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #1 (Aug. 2011)
	



	Flexo the Rubber Man

(Rubber robot, not stretching hero)
	Mystic Comics #1 (April 1940)
	
	Jack Binder (penciller). Unknown writer



	Human Torch
	Marvel Comics #1 (Oct. 1939)
	Fantastic Four Annual #4 (Nov. 1966)
	Carl Burgos[image: External link] (writer-penciller)



	Hurricane[47]
	Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941)
	Marvel Universe #7 (Dec. 1998)
	Jack Kirby and Joe Simon (writers), Jack Kirby (penciler)[38]



	Invisible Man
	Mystic Comics #2 (Apr. 1940)
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #1 (Aug. 2011)
	



	Jack Frost
	U.S.A. Comics #1 (Aug. 1941)
	Marvel Premiere[image: External link] #29 (April 1976)
	Stan Lee (writer), Charles Nicholas (penciler)[45][45]



	Jap Buster Johnson
	U.S.A Comics #6 (Dec. 1942)
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #2 (Sept. 2011)
	



	Jimmy Jupiter
	Marvel Mystery Comics #28 (Feb. 1942)
	Captain America #1 (Sept. 2011)
	



	John Steele[image: External link]
	Daring Mystery Comics #1
	The Marvels Project #1 (Oct. 2009)
	Larry Antonette (writer and, as "Dean Carr", penciler)[46]



	Laughing Mask
	Daring Mystery Comics #2
	The Twelve #1 (March 2008)
	Will Harr (writer), Maurice Gutwirth (penciler)[48]



	Major Liberty
	U.S.A. Comics #1 (Aug. 1941)
	
	



	Marvel Boy[image: External link] (first)
	Daring Mystery Comics #6 (Sept. 1940)
	
	Jack Kirby (penciller), Joe Simon and Al Avison (inkers)



	Marvel Boy[image: External link] (second)
	U.S.A. Comics #7 (Feb. 1943)
	Fantastic Four #165 (Dec. 1975)
	Bob Oksner[image: External link] (writer-penciller-inker)



	Marvex the Super-Robot
	Daring Mystery Comics #3 (April 1940)
	All Select Comics 70th Anniversary Special #1 (Sept. 2009)
	Unknown writer and penciler from the Harry "A" Chesler[image: External link] studio[49]



	Master Mind Excello[image: External link]
	Mystic Comics #2
	The Twelve #1 (March 2008)
	



	Mercury[47]
	Red Raven Comics #1 (Aug. 1940)
	Marvel Universe #7 (Dec. 1998)
	



	Merzah the Mystic
	Mystic Comics #4 (Aug. 1940)
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #1 (Aug. 2011)
	



	Miss America
	Marvel Mystery Comics #49 (Nov. 1943)
	Giant-Size Avengers #1 (Aug. 1974)
	Otto Binder (writer), Al Gabriele (penciller)



	Miss Patriot
	Marvel Mystery Comics #29 (Mar. 1942) (as Mary Morgan); Marvel Mystery Comics #50 (Dec. 1943) (as Miss Patriot)
	Captain America: Patriot #1 (Nov. 2010)
	



	Mister E[image: External link]
	Daring Mystery Comics #2
	The Twelve #1 (March 2008)
	



	Monako the Magician
	Daring Mystery Comics #1
	The Marvels Project #1 (Oct. 2009)
	



	Moon Man
	Mystic Comics #5
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #2 (Sep. 2011)
	



	Namora
	Marvel Mystery Comics #82 (May 1947)
	Sub-Mariner #33 (January 1971)
	Ken Bald[image: External link] (writer), Syd Shores (artist)



	Nellie the Nurse
	
	
	Stan Lee (writer),



	Patriot
	Human Torch Comics #4 (Spring 1941)
	The Avengers #97 (March 1972);[29] The Invaders[image: External link] #5 (March 1976)
	Ray Gill[image: External link] (writer), Bill Everett[image: External link] or George Mandel[image: External link] (penciler)[50]



	Patsy Walker[image: External link]
	Miss America Magazine #2 (Nov. 1944)
	The Avengers #144 (Feb. 1976)
	Otto Binder (writer), Ruth Atkinson[image: External link] (artist)



	Phantom Bullet
	Daring Comics #2 (Feb. 1940)
	The Marvels Project #2 (Nov. 2009)
	



	Phantom Reporter[image: External link]
	Daring Mystery Comics #3
	The Twelve #1 (March 2008)
	



	Red Raven[image: External link]
	Red Raven Comics #1 (Aug. 1940)
	X-Men[image: External link] #44 (May 1968)
	Joe Simon (writer), Louis Cazeneuve[image: External link] (penciller)



	Rockman[image: External link]
	U.S.A. Comics #1 (Aug. 1941)
	The Twelve #1 (March 2008)
	



	Silver Scorpion
	Daring Mystery Comics #7 (Jan. 1941)
	Invaders #2 (June 1993)
	Henry Sahle



	Slow-Motion Jones
	U.S.A. Comics #6 (Dec. 1942)
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #1 (Aug. 2011)
	



	Sub-Mariner
	Marvel Comics #1 (Nov. 1939)
	Fantastic Four #4 (May 1962)
	Bill Everett (writer-penciller-inker)



	Sun Girl
	Sun Girl #1 (Aug. 1948)
	
	Ken Bald



	Taxi Taylor
	Mystic Comics #2 (Apr. 1940)
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #1 (Aug. 2011)
	



	Terror
	Mystic Comics #5 (March 1941)
	Sensational She-Hulk #15 (May 1990)
	Phil Sturm (writer); Syd Shores (penciler). George Klein may have added background pencils, but that would not be a creator role.[51]



	Thin Man
	Mystic Comics #4 (July 1940)
	Marvel Premiere #29 (April 1976)
	Klaus Nordling[image: External link] (penciller-inker)



	Thunderer
	Daring Mystery Comics #7 (April 1941)
	Marvel Premiere #29 (April 1976)
	



	Toro
	Human Torch Comics #2 (1940)
	Sub-Mariner #14 (1969)
	Carl Burgos



	Vagabond
	U.S.A. Comics #2 (Nov. 1941)
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #3 (Oct. 2011)
	



	Vision
	Marvel Mystery Comics #13 (Nov. 1940)
	The Avengers #97 (March 1972)[29]
	Jack Kirby & Joe Simon (writers); Jack Kirby (penciller-inker)[52]



	Whizzer
	U.S.A. Comics #1 (Aug. 1941)
	Giant-Size Avengers #1 (Aug. 1974)
	Al Avison (penciller), Al Gabriele (inker). Writer unknown.



	The Witness[image: External link]
	Mystic Comics #6 (Dec. 1941)
	The Twelve #1 (March 2008)
	Stan Lee (writer)[53]



	Young Allies
	Young Allies Comics #1 (July 1941)
	Young Allies Comics 70th Anniversary Special (2009)
	Jack Kirby (penciller), Syd Shores (inker)



	Young Avenger
	U.S.A. Comics #1 (Aug. 1941)
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #1 (Aug. 2011)
	



	Victory Boys
	U.S.A. Comics #5 (Summer 1942)
	All-Winners Squad: Band of Heroes #1 (Aug. 2011)
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 Notes






	
^ Lee's account of how he began working for Marvel's predecessor, Timely, has varied. He has said in lectures and elsewhere that he simply answered a newspaper ad seeking a publishing assistant, not knowing it involved comics, let alone his cousin Jean's husband, Martin Goodman:

I applied for a job in a publishing company ... I didn't even know they published comics. I was fresh out of high school, and I wanted to get into the publishing business, if I could. There was an ad in the paper that said, "Assistant Wanted in a Publishing House." When I found out that they wanted me to assist in comics, I figured, 'Well, I'll stay here for a little while and get some experience, and then I'll get out into the real world.' ... I just wanted to know, 'What do you do in a publishing company?' How do you write? ... How do you publish? I was an assistant. There were two people there named Joe Simon and Jack Kirby—Joe was sort-of the editor/artist/writer, and Jack was the artist/writer. Joe was the senior member. They were turning out most of the artwork. Then there was the publisher, Martin Goodman... And that was about the only staff that I was involved with. After a while, Joe Simon and Jack Kirby left. I was about 17 years old [sic], and Martin Goodman said to me, 'Do you think you can hold down the job of editor until I can find a real person?' When you're 17, what do you know? I said, 'Sure! I can do it!' I think he forgot about me, because I stayed there ever since.[15]



However, in his 2002 autobiography, Excelsior! The Amazing Life of Stan Lee (cited under References, below), he says:


My uncle, Robbie Solomon, told me they might be able to use someone at a publishing company where he worked. The idea of being involved in publishing definitely appealed to me. ... So I contacted the man Robbie said did the hiring, Joe Simon, and applied for a job. He took me on and I began working as a gofer for eight dollars a week....



Joe Simon, in his 1990 autobiography The Comic Book Makers (cited under References, below), gives the account slightly differently: "One day [Goodman's relative known as] Uncle Robbie came to work with a lanky 17-year-old in tow. 'This is Stanley Lieber, Martin's wife's cousin,' Uncle Robbie said. 'Martin wants you to keep him busy.'"

In an appendix, however, Simon appears to reconcile the two accounts. He relates a 1989 conversation with Lee:


Lee: "I've been saying this [classified-ad] story for years, but apparently it isn't so. And I can't remember because I['ve] said it so long now that I believe it."

...

Simon: "Your Uncle Robbie brought you into the office one day and he said, 'This is Martin Goodman's wife's nephew.' [sic] ... You were seventeen years old."



Lee: "Sixteen and a half!"



Simon: "Well, Stan, you told me seventeen. You were probably trying to be older.... I did hire you."
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American Patriotism






American patriotism is patriotism[image: External link] involving cultural attachment of Americans[image: External link] to the United States as their homeland[image: External link].[1] American patriotism has been identified by some as distinct from American nationalism[image: External link] because of the emphasis of American patriotism upon values rather than a commitment to a nation.[1] Ralph Waldo Emerson[image: External link] described the United States as an "asylum of all nations".[2] Official American values were laid out in the Declaration of Independence[image: External link] that emphasized human rights[image: External link], such as declaring that "all men[image: External link] are created equal", that people have "inalienable rights", and that people have the right to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness".[3] American patriotism has also focused on the principles and values of the Constitution of the United States[image: External link].[4]
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Supersoldier






For the Amalgam Comics[image: External link] character, see Super-Soldier[image: External link]. For the Marvel UK[image: External link] title, see Super Soldiers[image: External link].

The supersoldier (or super soldier) is a concept soldier[image: External link], often fictional, capable of operating beyond normal human limits or abilities.
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Supersoldiers are common in military science fiction[image: External link] literature, films and video games. In 2012, DARPA[image: External link] was reported to be developing an externally powered XOS exoskeleton[image: External link] design for greatly increased strength and endurance.[2] Fictional supersoldiers are usually heavily augmented[image: External link], either through eugenics[image: External link], genetic engineering[image: External link], cybernetic[image: External link] implants, drugs[image: External link], brainwashing[image: External link], traumatic[image: External link] events, an extreme training regimen or other scientific and pseudoscientific[image: External link] means. Occasionally, some instances also use paranormal[image: External link] methods, such as black magic[image: External link] or technology and science of extraterrestrial[image: External link] origin. In entertainment, the creators of such programs are viewed often as mad scientists[image: External link] or stern military personnel[image: External link] depending on the emphasis, as their programs would typically go past ethical[image: External link] boundaries in the pursuit of science or military might.
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 Cyborg soldier




Some supersoldiers can also be categorized as cyborgs[image: External link] or cybernetic[image: External link] organisms[image: External link] because of augmentations that are intended to enhance human capabilities or to exceed physical human restrictions.[3]
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In the book The Men Who Stare at Goats[image: External link] (2004), Welsh journalist Jon Ronson[image: External link] documented how the U.S. military repeatedly tried and failed to train soldiers in the use of parascientific combat techniques during the Cold War,[4] experimenting with New Age tactics and psychic[image: External link] phenomena such as remote viewing, astral projections, "death touch" and mind reading against various Soviet targets. The book inspired also a war comedy of the same name[image: External link] (2009) directed by Grant Heslov[image: External link], starring George Clooney[image: External link].[5]
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Axis Powers






"The Axis" redirects here. For other uses, see Axis[image: External link].

The Axis powers ( German[image: External link]: Achsenmächte, Japanese[image: External link]: 枢軸国 Sūjikukoku, Italian[image: External link]: Potenze dell'Asse), also known as the Axis and the Rome–Berlin–Tokyo Axis, were the nations that fought in World War II against the Allied forces. The Axis powers agreed on their opposition to the Allies, but did not completely coordinate their activity.

The Axis grew out of the diplomatic efforts of Germany, Japan and Italy[image: External link] to secure their own specific expansionist interests in the mid-1930s. The first step was the treaty signed by Germany and Italy in October 1936. Mussolini[image: External link] declared on 1 November that all other European countries would from then on rotate on the Rome–Berlin axis, thus creating the term "Axis".[1][2] The almost simultaneous second step was the signing in November 1936 of the Anti-Comintern Pact[image: External link], an anti-communist treaty between Germany and Japan. Italy joined the Pact in 1937. The German Italian treatry "Rome–Berlin Axis" became a military alliance[image: External link] in 1939 under the so-called "Pact of Steel[image: External link]", with the Tripartite Pact[image: External link] of 1940 leading to the integration of the military aims of Germany and its two treaty-bound allies.

At its zenith during World War II, the Axis presided over territories that occupied large parts of Europe, North Africa, and East Asia. There were no three-way summit meetings and cooperation and coordination was minimal, with a bit more between Germany and Italy. The war ended in 1945 with the defeat of the Axis powers and the dissolution of their alliance. As in the case of the Allies, membership of the Axis was fluid, with some nations switching sides or changing their degree of military involvement over the course of the war.
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 Origins and creation




Main article: Tripartite Pact[image: External link]


The term "axis" was first applied to the Italo-German relationship by the Italian prime minister Benito Mussolini[image: External link] in September 1923, when he wrote in the preface to Roberto Suster's Germania Repubblica that "there is no doubt that in this moment the axis of European history passes through Berlin" (non v'ha dubbio che in questo momento l'asse della storia europea passa per Berlino).[3] At the time he was seeking an alliance with the Weimar Republic[image: External link] against Yugoslavia[image: External link] and France[image: External link] in the dispute over the Free State of Fiume[image: External link].[4]

The term was used by Hungary[image: External link]'s prime minister Gyula Gömbös[image: External link] when advocating an alliance of Hungary with Germany and Italy[image: External link] in the early 1930s.[5] Gömbös' efforts did effect the Italo-Hungarian Rome Protocols[image: External link], but his sudden death in 1936 while negotiating with Germany in Munich[image: External link] and the arrival of Kálmán Darányi[image: External link], his successor, ended Hungary's involvement in pursuing a trilateral axis.[5] Contentious negotiations between the Italian foreign minister, Galeazzo Ciano[image: External link], and the German ambassador, Ulrich von Hassell[image: External link], resulted in a Nineteen-Point Protocol, signed by Ciano and his German counterpart, Konstantin von Neurath[image: External link], in 1936. When Mussolini publicly announced the signing on 1 November, he proclaimed the creation of a Rome–Berlin axis.[4]
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Italy under Duce[image: External link] Benito Mussolini[image: External link] had pursued a strategic alliance of Italy with Germany against France since the early 1920s.[6] Prior to becoming head of government in Italy as leader of the Italian Fascist[image: External link] movement, Mussolini had advocated alliance with recently defeated Germany after the Paris Peace Conference of 1919 settled World War I.[6] He believed that Italy could expand its influence in Europe by allying with Germany against France.[6] In early 1923, as a goodwill gesture to Germany, Italy secretly delivered weapons for the German Army, which had faced major disarmament under the provisions of the Treaty of Versailles[image: External link].[6]

In September 1923, Mussolini offered German Chancellor Gustav Stresemann[image: External link] a "common policy": he sought German military support against potential French military intervention over Italy's diplomatic dispute with Yugoslavia over Fiume[image: External link], should an Italian seizure of Fiume result in war between Italy and Yugoslavia. The German ambassador to Italy in 1924 reported that Mussolini saw a nationalist Germany as an essential ally for Italy against France, and hoped to tap into the desire within the German army and the German political right for a war of revenge against France.[6]

During the Weimar Republic, the German government did not respect the Treaty of Versailles that it had been pressured to sign, and various government figures at the time rejected Germany's post-Versailles borders. General Hans von Seeckt[image: External link] (head of the Reichswehr[image: External link] command from 1920 to 1926) supported an alliance between Germany and the Soviet Union[image: External link] to invade and partition Poland between them and restore the German-Russian border of 1914.[7] Gustav Streseman[image: External link] as German foreign minister in 1925 declared that the reincorporation of territories lost to Poland[image: External link] and Danzig[image: External link] in the Treaty of Versailles was a major task of German foreign policy[7] The Reichswehr Ministry memorandum of 1926 declared its intention to seek the reincorporation of German territory lost to Poland as its first priority, to be followed by the return of the Saar territory, the annexation of Austria, and remilitarization of the Rhineland.[7]

Since the 1920s Italy had identified the year 1935 as a crucial date for preparing for a war against France, as 1935 was the year when Germany's obligations under the Treaty of Versailles were scheduled to expire.[8]

Meetings took place in Berlin in 1924 between Italian General Luigi Capello[image: External link] and prominent figures in the German military, such as von Seeckt and Erich Ludendorff[image: External link], over military collaboration between Germany and Italy. The discussions concluded that Germans still wanted a war of revenge against France but were short on weapons and hoped that Italy could assist Germany.[9]

However at this time Mussolini stressed one important condition that Italy must pursue in an alliance with Germany: that Italy "must ... tow them, not be towed by them".[6] Italian foreign minister Dino Grandi[image: External link] in the early 1930s stressed the importance of "decisive weight", involving Italy's relations between France and Germany, in which he recognized that Italy was not yet a major power, but perceived that Italy did have strong enough influence to alter the political situation in Europe by placing the weight of its support onto one side or another.[10] However Grandi stressed that Italy must seek to avoid becoming a "slave of the rule of three" in order to pursue its interests, arguing that although substantial Italo-French tensions existed, Italy would not unconditionally commit itself to an alliance with Germany, just as it would neither unconditionally commit itself to an alliance with France over conceivable Italo-German tensions.[11] Grandi's attempts to maintain a diplomatic balance between France and Germany were challenged in 1932 by pressure from the French, who had begun to prepare an alliance with Britain and the United States against the threat of a revanchist Germany.[12] The French government warned Italy that it had to choose whether to be on the side of the pro-Versailles powers or that of the anti-Versailles revanchists.[12] Grandi responded that Italy would be willing to offer France support against Germany if France gave Italy its mandate over Cameroon and allowed Italy a free hand in Ethiopia.[12] France refused Italy's proposed exchange for support, as it believed Italy's demands were unacceptable and the threat from Germany was not yet immediate.[12]

On 23 October 1932, Mussolini declared support for a Four Power Directorate that included Britain, France, Germany, and Italy, to bring about an orderly treaty revision outside of what he considered the outmoded League of Nations[image: External link].[12] The proposed Directorate was pragmatically designed to reduce French hegemony in continental Europe, in order to reduce tensions between the great powers in the short term to buy Italy relief from being pressured into a specific war alliance while at the same time allowing them to benefit from diplomatic deals on treaty revisions.[12]
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 Danube alliance, dispute over Austria




In 1932, Gyula Gömbös and the Party of National Unity[image: External link] rose to power in Hungary, and immediately sought an alliance with Italy.[12] Gömbös sought to alter Hungary's post–Treaty of Trianon[image: External link] borders, but knew that Hungary alone was not capable of challenging the Little Entente[image: External link] powers by forming an alliance with Austria and Italy.[12] Mussolini was elated by Gömbös' offer of alliance with Italy, and they cooperated in seeking to persuade Austrian Chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss[image: External link] to join a tripartite economic agreement with Italy and Hungary.[12] At the meeting between Gömbös and Mussolini in Rome on 10 November 1932, the question came up of the sovereignty of Austria in relation to the predicted rise to power in Germany of the Nazi Party[image: External link].[12] Mussolini was worried about Nazi ambitions towards Austria, and indicated that at least in the short term he was committed to maintaining Austria as a sovereign state.[12] Italy had concerns over a Germany which included Austria laying land claims to German-populated territories of the South Tyrol[image: External link] (also known as Alto-Adige) within Italy, which bordered Austria on the Brenner Pass[image: External link]. Gömbös responded to Mussolini that as the Austrians primarily identified as Germans, the Anschluss[image: External link] of Austria to Germany was inevitable, and advised that it would be better for Italy to have a friendly Germany across the Brenner Pass[image: External link] than a hostile Germany bent on entering the Adriatic.[12] Mussolini said he hoped the Anschluss could be postponed as long as possible until the breakout of a European war that he estimated would begin in 1938.[12]

In 1933, Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party came to power in Germany. His first diplomatic visitor was Gömbös. In a letter to Hitler within a day of his being appointed Chancellor, Gömbös told the Hungarian ambassador to Germany to remind Hitler "that ten years ago, on the basis of our common principles and ideology, we were in contact via Dr. Scheubner-Richter".[13] Gömbös told the Hungarian ambassador to inform Hitler of Hungary's intentions "for the two countries to cooperate in foreign and economic policy".

Hitler had advocated an alliance between Germany and Italy since the 1920s.[14] Shortly after being appointed Chancellor, Hitler sent a personal message to Mussolini, declaring "admiration and homage" and declaring his anticipation of the prospects of German-Italian friendship and even alliance.[15] Hitler was aware that Italy held concerns over potential German land claims on South Tyrol, and assured Mussolini that Germany was not interested in South Tyrol. Hitler in Mein Kampf[image: External link] had declared that South Tyrol was a non-issue considering the advantages that would be gained from a German–Italian alliance. After Hitler's rise to power, the Four Power Directorate proposal by Italy had been looked at with interest by Britain, but Hitler was not committed to it, resulting in Mussolini urging Hitler to consider the diplomatic advantages Germany would gain by breaking out of isolation by entering the Directorate and avoiding an immediate armed conflict.[16] The Four Power Directorate proposal stipulated that Germany would no longer be required to have limited arms and would be granted the right to re-armament under foreign supervision in stages.[17] Hitler completely rejected the idea of controlled rearmament under foreign supervision.[17]

Mussolini did not trust Hitler's intentions regarding Anschluss nor Hitler's promise of no territorial claims on South Tyrol.[18] Mussolini informed Hitler that he was satisfied with the presence of the anti-Marxist government of Dollfuss in Austria, and warned Hitler that he was adamantly opposed to Anschluss.[18] Hitler responded in contempt to Mussolini that he intended "to throw Dollfuss into the sea".[18] With this disagreement over Austria, relations between Hitler and Mussolini steadily became more distant.[18]

Hitler attempted to break the impasse with Italy over Austria by sending Hermann Göring[image: External link] to negotiate with Mussolini in 1933 to convince Mussolini to press the Austrian government to appoint members of Austria's Nazis to the government.[19] Göring claimed that Nazi domination of Austria was inevitable and that Italy should accept this, as well as repeating to Mussolini of Hitler's promise to "regard the question of the South Tyrol frontier as finally liquidated by the peace treaties".[19] In response to Göring's visit with Mussolini, Dollfuss immediately went to Italy to counter any German diplomatic headway.[19] Dollfuss claimed that his government was actively challenging Marxists in Austria and claimed that once the Marxists were defeated in Austria, that support for Austria's Nazis would decline.[19]

In 1934, Hitler and Mussolini met for the first time, in Venice[image: External link]. The meeting did not proceed amicably. Hitler demanded that Mussolini compromise on Austria by pressuring Dollfuss to appoint Austrian Nazis to his cabinet, to which Mussolini flatly refused the demand. In response, Hitler promised that he would accept Austria's independence for the time being, saying that due to the internal tensions in Germany (referring to sections of the Nazi SA that Hitler would soon kill in the Night of the Long Knives[image: External link]) that Germany could not afford to provoke Italy.[20] Galeazzo Ciano[image: External link] told the press that the two leaders had made a "gentleman's agreement" to avoid interfering in Austria.[21]

Several weeks after the Venice meeting, on 25 July 1934, Austrian Nazis assassinated Dollfuss.[22] Mussolini was outraged as he held Hitler directly responsible for the assassination that violated Hitler's promise made only weeks ago to respect Austrian independence.[23][21] Mussolini rapidly deployed several army divisions and air squadrons to the Brenner Pass, and warned that a German move against Austria would result in war between Germany and Italy.[24] Hitler responded by both denying Nazi responsibility for the assassination and issuing orders to dissolve all ties between the German Nazi Party and its Austrian branch, which Germany claimed was responsible for the political crisis.[25]

Italy effectively abandoned diplomatic relations with Germany while turning to France in order to challenge Germany's intransigence by signing a Franco-Italian accord to protect Austrian independence.[26] French and Italian military staff discussed possible military cooperation involving a war with Germany should Hitler dare to attack Austria. As late as May 1935, Mussolini spoke of his desire to destroy Hitler.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Relations between Germany and Italy recovered due to Hitler's support of Italy's invasion of Ethiopia in 1935, while other countries condemned the invasion and advocated sanctions against Italy.
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 Development of German–Japanese–Italian alliance




Interest in Germany and Japan in forming an alliance began when Japanese diplomat Oshima Hiroshi[image: External link] visited Joachim von Ribbentrop[image: External link] in Berlin in 1935.[27] Oshima informed von Ribbentrop of Japan's interest in forming a German-Japanese alliance against the Soviet Union.[27] Von Ribbentrop expanded on Oshima's proposal by advocating that the alliance be based in a political context of a pact to oppose the Comintern[image: External link].[27] The proposed pact was met with mixed reviews in Japan, with a faction of ultra-nationalists within the government supporting the pact while the Japanese Navy and the Japanese Foreign Ministry were staunchly opposed to the pact.[28] There was great concern in the Japanese government that such a pact with Germany could disrupt Japan's relations with Britain, endangering years of a beneficial Anglo-Japanese accord, that had allowed Japan to ascend in the international community in the first place.[29] The response to the pact was met with similar division in Germany; while the proposed pact was popular amongst the upper echelons of the Nazi Party, it was opposed by many in the Foreign Ministry, the Army, and the business community who held financial interests in China to which Japan was hostile.

On learning of German–Japanese negotiations, Italy also began to take an interest in forming an alliance with Japan.[27] Italy had hoped that due to Japan's long-term close relations with Britain, that an Italo-Japanese alliance could pressure Britain into adopting a more accommodating stance towards Italy in the Mediterranean.[27] In the summer of 1936, Italian Foreign Minister Ciano informed Japanese Ambassador to Italy, Sugimura Yotaro, "I have heard that a Japanese-German agreement concerning the Soviet Union has been reached, and I think it would be natural for a similar agreement to be made between Italy and Japan".[27] Initially Japan's attitude towards Italy's proposal was generally dismissive, viewing a German–Japanese alliance against the Soviet Union as imperative while regarding an Italo-Japanese alliance as secondary, as Japan anticipated that an Italo-Japanese alliance would antagonize Britain that had condemned Italy's invasion of Ethiopia.[27] This attitude by Japan towards Italy altered in 1937 after the League of Nations condemned Japan for aggression in China and faced international isolation, while Italy remained favourable to Japan.[27] As a result of Italy's support for Japan against international condemnation, Japan took a more positive attitude towards Italy and offered proposals for a non-aggression or neutrality pact with Italy.[30]

The "Axis powers" formally took the name after the Tripartite Pact was signed by Germany, Italy, and Japan on 27 September 1940, in Berlin. The pact was subsequently joined by Hungary (20 November 1940), Romania (23 November 1940), Slovakia (24 November 1940), and Bulgaria (1 March 1941).[31]
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In ideological terms the Axis powers described their goals as breaking the hegemony of plutocratic[image: External link]- capitalist[image: External link] Western powers and defending civilization from communism.[32]
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The Axis population in 1938 was 258.9 million, while the Allied population (excluding the Soviet Union and the United States, who later joined the Allies) was 689.7 million.[33] Thus the Allied powers outnumbered the Axis powers by 2.7 to 1.[34] The leading Axis states had the following domestic populations: Germany 75.5 million (including 6.8 million from recently annexed Austria[image: External link]), Japan 71.9 million (excluding its colonies), and Italy 43.4 million (excluding its colonies). The United Kingdom (excluding its colonies) had a population of 47.5 million and France (excluding its colonies) 42 million.[33]

The wartime gross domestic product[image: External link] (GDP) of the Axis was $911 billion at its highest in 1941 in international dollars[image: External link] by 1990 prices.[35] The GDP of the Allied powers was $1,798 billion. The United States stood at $1,094 billion, more than the Axis combined.[36]

The burden of the war upon participating countries has been measured through the percentage of gross national product[image: External link] (GNP) devoted to military expenditures.[37] Nearly one-quarter of Germany's GNP was committed to the war effort in 1939, and this rose to three-quarters of GNP in 1944, prior to the collapse of the economy.[37] In 1939, Japan committed 22 percent of its GNP to its war effort in China; this rose to three-quarters of GNP in 1944.[37] Italy did not mobilize its economy; its GNP committed to the war effort remained at prewar levels.[37]

Italy and Japan lacked industrial capacity; their economies were small, dependent on international trade[image: External link], external sources of fuel and other industrial resources.[37] As a result, Italian and Japanese mobilization remained low, even by 1943.[37]

Among the three major Axis powers, Japan had the lowest per capita income, while Germany and Italy had an income level comparable to the United Kingdom.[38]
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Main articles: Nazi Germany, Greater Germanic Reich[image: External link], and Flensburg Government[image: External link]
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Hitler in 1941 described the outbreak of World War II as the fault of the intervention of Western powers against Germany during its war with Poland, describing it as the result of "the European and American warmongers." [39] Hitler denied accusations by the Allies that he wanted a world war, and invoked anti-Semitic[image: External link] claims that the war was wanted and provoked by politicians of Jewish[image: External link] origin or associated with Jewish interests.[40] However Hitler clearly had designs for Germany to become the dominant and leading state in the world, such as his intention for Germany's capital of Berlin to become the Welthauptstadt ("World Capital"), renamed Germania[image: External link].[41] The German government also justified its actions by claiming that Germany inevitably needed to territorially expand because it was facing an overpopulation[image: External link] crisis that Hitler described: "We are overpopulated and cannot feed ourselves from our own resources".[42] Thus expansion was justified as an inevitable necessity to provide lebensraum[image: External link] ("living space") for the German nation and end the country's overpopulation within existing confined territory, and provide resources necessary to its people's well-being.[42] Since the 1920s, the Nazi Party publicly promoted the expansion of Germany into territories held by the Soviet Union.[43] However, from 1939 to 1941, the Nazi regime claimed to have discarded those plans in light of improved relations with the Soviet Union via the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact[image: External link], and claimed that central Africa[image: External link] was where Germany sought to achieve lebensraum.[44] Hitler publicly claimed that Germany wanted to settle the lebensraum issue peacefully through diplomatic negotiations that would require other powers to make concessions to Germany.[45] At the same time however Germany did prepare for war in the cause of lebensraum, and in the late 1930s Hitler emphasized the need for a military build-up to prepare for a potential clash between the peoples of Germany and the Soviet Union.[46]

Germany justified its war against Poland on the issues of German minority within Poland and Polish opposition to the incorporation of the German-majority Free City of Danzig[image: External link] into Germany. While Hitler and the Nazi party before taking power openly talked about destroying Poland and were hostile to Poles, after gaining power until February 1939 Hitler tried to conceal his true intentions towards Poland and revealed them only to his closest associates.[47] Relations between Germany and Poland altered from the early to the late 1930s, as Germany sought rapprochement with Poland to avoid the risk of Poland entering the Soviet sphere of influence, and appealed to anti-Soviet sentiment in Poland.[48] The Soviet Union in turn at this time competed with Germany for influence in Poland.[48] At the same time Germany was preparing for a war with Poland and was secretly preparing the German minority in Poland for a war.[49] and since 1935 weapons were being smuggled and gathered in frontier Polish regions by German intelligence.[50] In November 1938, Germany organized German paramilitary units in the Polish region of Pomerania that were trained to engage in diversion, sabotage as well as murder and ethnic cleansing upon a German invasion of Poland.[50] At the end of 1938 one of the first editions of Sonderfahndungsbuch Polen was printed by the Nazis, containing several thousand names of Poles targeted for execution and imprisonment after an invasion of Poland[51] From late 1938 to early 1939, Germany in talks with Poland suggested that as reward for Poland transferring territories in Pomerania to Germany that Poland could annex Ukrainian territories from the Soviet Union after a war with Soviet Union.[52] In January 1939, Ribbentrop held negotiations with Józef Beck[image: External link], the Polish minister of foreign affairs; and Edward Rydz-Śmigły[image: External link], the commander-in-chief of the Polish Army; in which Ribbentrop urged them to have Poland enter the Anti-Comintern Pact and work together with Germany for a mutual war in the East, whereby Poland would take Slovakia and the Ukraine.[52] Ribbentrop in private discussion with German officials stated that he hoped that by offering Poland large new territories in the Soviet Union, that Germany would gain not only from Polish cooperation in a war with the Soviet Union, but also that Poland would cooperate by transferring the Polish Corridor to Germany in exchange for these gains, because though it would lose access to the Baltic Sea[image: External link], it would gain access to the Black Sea[image: External link] via Ukraine.[52] However Beck refused to discuss German demands for the Corridor and was recalcitrant to the idea of a war with the Soviet Union.[52] The Polish government distrusted Hitler and saw the plan as a threat to Polish sovereignty, practically subordinating Poland to the Axis and the Anti-Comintern Bloc while reducing the country to a state of near-servitude as its entire trade with Western Europe through the Baltic Sea would become dependent on Germany. [53]

A diplomatic crisis erupted[image: External link] following Hitler demanding that the Free City of Danzig be annexed to Germany, as it was led by a Nazi government seeking annexation to Germany. Germany used legal precedents to justify its intervention against Poland and annexation of the Free City of Danzig[image: External link] (led by a local Nazi government that sought incorporation into Germany) in 1939.[54] Germany noted one such violation as being in 1933 when Poland sent additional troops into the city in violation of the limit of Polish troops admissible to Danzig as agreed to by treaty.[54] Hitler believed that Poland could be pressured to cede claimed territory through diplomatic means combined with the threat of military force, and believed that Germany could gain such concessions from Poland without provoking a war with Britain or France.[55] Hitler believed that Britain's guarantee of military support to Poland was a bluff, and with a German-Soviet agreement on both countries recognizing their mutual interests involving Poland.[55] The Soviet Union had diplomatic grievances with Poland since the Soviet-Polish War[image: External link] of 1919–1921 in which the Soviets agreed that Northeastern Poland, Western Belarus[image: External link] and Western Ukraine[image: External link] will become part of restored Polish state after intense fighting in those years over the territories, and the Soviet Union sought to gain those territories.[56]

Poland rejected Germany's demands and Germany in response prepared a general mobilization on the morning of 30 August 1939.[57] Hitler believed that one of two outcomes would occur. The first was that the British would accept Germany's demands and pressure Poland to agree to them.[57] The second was that a conflict with Poland would be an isolated conflict, as Britain would not engage in a war with both Germany and the Soviet Union.[55] At midnight 30 August 1939, German foreign minister Joachim Ribbentrop[image: External link] was expecting the arrival of the British ambassador Nevile Henderson[image: External link] as well as a Polish plenipotentiary to negotiate terms with Germany.[57] Only Henderson arrived, and Henderson informed Ribbentrop that no Polish plenipotentiary was arriving.[57] Ribbentrop became extremely upset and demanded the immediate arrival of a Polish diplomat, informing Henderson that the situation was "damned serious!", and read out to Henderson Germany's demands that Poland accept Germany annexing Danzig as well as Poland granting Germany the right to increase the connection of the infrastructure of East Prussia[image: External link] to mainland Germany by building an extraterritorial highway and railway that passed through the Polish Gdansk Pomerania, and a plebiscite[image: External link] to determine whether the Polish Corridor, that had a mixed composition of ethnic Poles and ethnic Germans, should remain within Poland or be transferred to Germany.[57]

Germany justified its invasion of the Low Countries[image: External link] of Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands in May 1940 by claiming that it suspected that Britain and France were preparing to use the Low Countries to launch an invasion of the industrial Ruhr[image: External link] region of Germany.[58] When war between Germany versus Britain and France appeared likely in May 1939, Hitler declared that the Netherlands and Belgium would need to be occupied, saying: "Dutch and Belgian air bases must be occupied ... Declarations of neutrality must be ignored".[58] In a conference with Germany's military leaders on 23 November 1939, Hitler declared to the military leaders that "We have an Achilles heel[image: External link], the Ruhr", and said that "If England and France push through Belgium and Holland into the Ruhr, we shall be in the greatest danger", and thus claimed that Belgium and the Netherlands had to be occupied by Germany to protect Germany from a British-French offensive against the Ruhr, irrespective of their claims to neutrality.[58]

In April 1941, shortly after Germany and Yugoslavia completed negotiations for Yugoslavia to join the Axis, a coup d'état occurred in Yugoslavia that led to the Axis invasion of Yugoslavia. Germany needed access to the territory held by Yugoslavia to allow German forces to have a direct route to travel through, to reach and rescue Italian military forces that were faltering in their campaign in Greece. There was substantial animosity towards the alliance amongst Serbs, Yugoslavia's largest ethnic group, who had fought German Austrians and Germany on the side of the Allies in World War I, and three Serb cabinet ministers resigned their positions in protest after the alliance was signed. Hitler initially attempted to be conciliatory to the Serbs who held animosity to the agreement, saying that he "understood the feelings" of those Serbs who opposed the alliance. Amidst the negotiations, Hitler expressed concern to Italian foreign minister Ciano that he sensed trouble coming in Belgrade. A coup d'état occurred in Yugoslavia in which a government rose to power and abandoned its association with the Axis. Hitler accused the coup of being engineered by the British. The coup was at least partly supported by the British though there was substantial patriotic enthusiasm against the Pact with rallies in Belgrade. At the rallies in Belgrade immediately after the coup, people were heard to be shouting "Better war than pact!" and waving British, American, and French flags. Days after the coup d'état, Hitler ordered the invasion of Yugoslavia.[59]

Germany's invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941 involved issues of lebensraum, anti-communism[image: External link], and Soviet foreign policy. Hitler in his early years as Nazi leader had claimed that he would be willing to accept friendly relations with Russia on the tactical condition that Russia agree to return to the borders established by the German–Russian peace agreement of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk[image: External link] signed by Vladimir Lenin[image: External link] of the Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic[image: External link] in 1918 which gave large territories held by Russia to German control in exchange for peace.[43] Hitler in 1921 had commended the Treaty of Brest Litovsk as opening the possibility for restoration of relations between Germany and Russia, saying:


Through the peace with Russia the sustenance of Germany as well as the provision of work were to have been secured by the acquisition of land and soil, by access to raw materials, and by friendly relations between the two lands.

— Adolf Hitler, 1921[43]



From 1921 to 1922 Hitler evoked rhetoric of both the achievement of lebensraum involving the acceptance of a territorially reduced Russia as well as supporting Russian nationals in overthrowing the Bolshevik government and establishing a new Russian government.[43] However Hitler's attitudes changed by the end of 1922, in which he then supported an alliance of Germany with Britain to destroy Russia.[43] Later Hitler declared how far into Russia he intended to expand Germany to:


Asia, what a disquieting reservoir of men! The safety of Europe will not be assured until we have driven Asia back behind the Urals. No organized Russian state must be allowed to exist west of that line.

— Adolf Hitler.[60]



Policy for lebensraum[image: External link] planned mass expansion of Germany eastwards to the Ural Mountains[image: External link].[60][61] Hitler planned for the "surplus" Russian population living west of the Urals to be deported to the east of the Urals.[62] After Germany invaded the Soviet Union[image: External link] in 1941, the Nazi regime's stance towards an independent, territorially-reduced Russia was affected by pressure beginning in 1942 from the German Army[image: External link] on Hitler to endorse a Russian national liberation army led by Andrey Vlasov[image: External link] that officially sought to overthrow Joseph Stalin[image: External link] and the communist regime and establish a new Russian state.[63] Initially the proposal to support an anti-communist Russian army was met with outright rejection by Hitler, however by 1944 as Germany faced mounting losses on the Eastern Front, Vlasov's forces were recognized by Germany as an ally, particularly by Reichsführer-SS[image: External link] Heinrich Himmler[image: External link].[64]

After the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact was signed, in 1940 when Molotov arrived in Berlin on a diplomatic visit during which Ribbentrop stated that Germany was directing its lebensraum southward.[65] Ribbentrop described to Molotov that further extension of Germany's lebensraum was now going to be founded in Central Africa[image: External link], and suggested that Germany would accept the Soviet Union taking part in the partitioning of the British Empire upon a British defeat in the war.[44]

Germany and the Soviet Union in 1940 were in dispute over their respective influences in the Balkans and the Turkish Straits[image: External link]. The Soviet seizure of Bessarabia[image: External link] from Romania in June 1940 placed the Soviet–Romanian frontier dangerously close to Romania's oil fields in Ploiești[image: External link] that Germany needed oil trade from to support its war effort.[66] When negotiations with Molotov led to no resolution, Hitler determined that Britain was only continuing to fight in hope of Soviet intervention and therefore the defeat of the Soviet Union would result in the defeat of Britain and in July 1940 began planning for a possible invasion of the Soviet Union.[66]

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link] and the outbreak of war between Japan and the United States, Germany supported Japan by declaring war on the US. During the war Germany denounced the Atlantic Charter[image: External link] and the Lend-Lease Act[image: External link] that the US adopted to support the Allied powers prior to entry into the alliance, as imperialism directed at dominating and exploit countries outside of the continental Americas[image: External link].[67] Hitler denounced American President Roosevelt's invoking of the term "freedom" to describe US actions in the war, and accused the American meaning of "freedom" to be the freedom for democracy to exploit the world and the freedom for plutocrats within such democracy to exploit the masses.[67]
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At the end of World War I, German citizens felt that their country had been humiliated as a result of the Treaty of Versailles[image: External link], which included a war guilt clause[image: External link] and forced Germany to pay enormous reparations payments and forfeit territories formerly controlled by German Empire and all its colonies. The pressure of the reparations on the German economy led to hyperinflation during the early 1920s[image: External link]. In 1923 the French occupied the Ruhr region[image: External link] when Germany defaulted on its reparations payments. Although Germany began to improve economically in the mid-1920s, the Great Depression[image: External link] created more economic hardship and a rise in political forces that advocated radical solutions to Germany's woes. The Nazis, under Hitler, promoted the nationalist stab-in-the-back legend[image: External link] stating that Germany had been betrayed by Jews and Communists. The party promised to rebuild Germany as a major power and create a Greater Germany[image: External link] that would include Alsace-Lorraine[image: External link], Austria[image: External link], Sudetenland[image: External link], and other German-populated territories in Europe. The Nazis also aimed to occupy and colonize non-German territories in Poland[image: External link], the Baltic states[image: External link], and the Soviet Union, as part of the Nazi policy of seeking Lebensraum[image: External link] ("living space") in eastern Europe.

Germany renounced the Versailles treaty and remilitarized the Rhineland[image: External link] in March 1936. Germany had already resumed conscription and announced the existence of a German air force in 1935. Germany annexed Austria in 1938[image: External link], the Sudetenland[image: External link] from Czechoslovakia, and the Memel territory[image: External link] from Lithuania[image: External link] in 1939. Germany then invaded the rest of Czechoslovakia[image: External link] in 1939, creating the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia[image: External link] and the country of Slovakia[image: External link].

On 23 August 1939, Germany and the Soviet Union signed the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact[image: External link], which contained a secret protocol dividing eastern Europe into spheres of influence.[68] Germany's invasion of its part of Poland under the Pact eight days later[69] triggered the beginning of World War II. By the end of 1941, Germany occupied a large part of Europe and its military forces[image: External link] were fighting the Soviet Union, nearly capturing Moscow. However, crushing defeats at the Battle of Stalingrad[image: External link] and the Battle of Kursk[image: External link] devastated the German armed forces. This, combined with Western Allied landings in France[image: External link] and Italy[image: External link], led to a three-front war that depleted Germany's armed forces and resulted in Germany's defeat in 1945.

There was substantial internal opposition within the German military to the Nazi regime's aggressive strategy of rearmament and foreign policy in the 1930s.[70] From 1936 to 1938, Germany's top four military leaders, Ludwig Beck[image: External link], Werner von Blomberg[image: External link], Werner von Fritsch[image: External link], Walther von Reichenau[image: External link], were all in opposition to the rearmament strategy and foreign policy.[71] They criticized the hurried nature of rearmament, the lack of planning, Germany's insufficient resources to carry out a war, the dangerous implications of Hitler's foreign policy, and the increasing subordination of the army to the Nazi Party's rules.[71] These four military leaders were outspoken and public in their opposition to these tendencies.[71] The Nazi regime responded with contempt to the four military leaders' opposition, and Nazi members brewed a false crass scandal that alleged that the two top army leaders von Blomberg and von Fritsch were homosexual[image: External link] lovers, in order to pressure them to resign.[71] Though started by lower-ranking Nazi members, Hitler took advantage of the scandal by forcing von Blomberg and von Fritsch to resign and replaced them with opportunists who were subservient to him.[71] Shortly afterwards Hitler announced on 4 February 1938 that he was taking personal command over Germany's military with the new High Command of the Armed Forces with the Führer as its head.[71]

The opposition to the Nazi regime's aggressive foreign policy in the military became so strong from 1936 to 1938, that considerations of overthrowing the Nazi regime were discussed within the upper echelons of the military and remaining non-Nazi members of the German government.[72] Minister of Economics, Hjalmar Schacht[image: External link] met with Beck in 1936 in which Schacht declared to Beck that he was considering an overthrow of the Nazi regime and was inquiring what the stance was by the German military on support of an overthrow of the Nazi regime.[72] Beck was lukewarm to the idea, and responded that if a coup against the Nazi regime began with support at the civilian level, the military would not oppose it.[72] Schacht considered this promise by Beck to be inadequate because he knew that without the support of the army, any coup attempt would be crushed by the Gestapo[image: External link] and the SS.[73] However, by 1938, Beck became a firm opponent of the Nazi regime out of his opposition to Hitler's military plans of 1937–38 that told the military to prepare for the possibility of a world war as a result of German annexation plans for Austria and Czechoslovakia.[73]
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 Colonies and dependencies




Further information: Areas annexed by Nazi Germany[image: External link] and German-occupied Europe[image: External link]


The Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia[image: External link] was created from the dismemberment of Czechoslovakia. Shortly after Germany annexed the Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia, Slovakia declared its independence. The new Slovak State allied itself with Germany. The remainder of the country was occupied by German military forces and organized into the Protectorate. Czech civil institutions were preserved but the Protectorate was considered within the sovereign territory of Germany.

The General Government[image: External link] was the name given to the territories of occupied Poland that were not directly annexed into German provinces, but like Bohemia and Moravia was considered within the sovereign territory of Germany.

Belgium quickly surrendered to Germany, and the Belgian King remained in the country during the German military occupation from 1940 to 1944. The Belgian King cooperated closely with Germany and repeatedly sought assurances that Belgian rights would be retained once Germany achieved total victory. However, Hitler intended to annex Belgium and its Germanic population into the Greater Germanic Reich, initiated by the creation of Reichskommissariat Belgien, an authority run directly by the German government that sought the incorporation of the territory into the planned Germanic Reich. However Belgium was soon occupied by Allied forces in 1944.

Reichskommissariat Niederlande[image: External link] was an occupation authority and territory established in the Netherlands in 1940 designated as a colony to be incorporated into the planned Greater Germanic Reich.

Reichskommissariat Norwegen[image: External link] was established in Norway in 1940. Like the Reichskommissariats in Belgium and the Netherlands, its Germanic peoples were to be incorporated into the Greater Germanic Reich. In Norway, the Quisling regime[image: External link], headed by Vidkun Quisling[image: External link], was installed by the Germans as a client regime during the occupation[image: External link], while king Haakon VII[image: External link] and the legal government were in exile[image: External link]. Quisling encouraged Norwegians to serve as volunteers in the Waffen-SS[image: External link], collaborated in the deportation of Jews, and was responsible for the executions of members of the Norwegian resistance movement[image: External link].

About 45,000 Norwegian collaborators joined the pro-Nazi party Nasjonal Samling[image: External link] (National Union), and some police units helped arrest many Jews. However, Norway was one of the first countries where resistance during World War II[image: External link] was widespread before the turning point of the war in 1943. After the war, Quisling and other collaborators were executed[image: External link]. Quisling's name has become an international eponym[image: External link] for traitor[image: External link].

Reichskommissariat Ostland[image: External link] was established in the Baltic region in 1941. Unlike the western Reichskommissariats that sought the incorporation of their majority Germanic peoples, Ostland were designed for settlement by Germans who would displace the non-Germanic majority living there, as part of lebensraum.

Reichskommissariat Ukraine[image: External link] was established in Ukraine in 1941. Like Ostland it was slated for settlement by Germans.

The Military Administration in Serbia[image: External link] was established on occupied Yugoslav[image: External link] territory in April 1941, following the invasion of the country[image: External link]. On 30 April a pro-German Serbian administration was formed under Milan Aćimović[image: External link] to serve as a civil administration in the military occupation zone. A joint Partisan[image: External link] and Chetnik[image: External link] uprising in late 1941 became a serious concern for the Germans, as most of their forces were deployed to Russia; only three divisions were in the country. On 13 August 546 Serbs, including some of the country's prominent and influential leaders, issued an appeal to the Serbian nation that condemned the Partisan and royalist resistance as unpatriotic. Two weeks after the appeal, with the Partisan and royalist insurgency beginning to gain momentum, 75 prominent Serbs convened a meeting in Belgrade and formed a Government of National Salvation[image: External link] under Serbian General Milan Nedić[image: External link] to replace the existing Serbian administration. The Germans were short of police and military forces in Serbia, and came to rely on poorly armed Serbian formations, the Serbian State Guard[image: External link] and Serbian Volunteer Corps[image: External link], to maintain order. These forces, however, were not able to contain the resistance, and for the most of the war large parts of Serbia were under control of the Partisans or Chetniks (the two resistance movements soon became mutually-hostile). The Government of National Salvation, imbued with few powers upon formation, saw its functions further decreased and taken over by the Wehrmacht[image: External link] occupation authorities as the war progressed. After the initial mass revolts, the German authorities instituted an extreme regime of reprisals, proclaiming that 100 civilians would be executed for every German soldier killed, and 50 for each one wounded. These measures were actually implemented on more than one occasion: large-scale shootings took place in the Serbian towns of Kraljevo[image: External link] and Kragujevac[image: External link] during October 1941.
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Main articles: Kingdom of Italy[image: External link], Italian Empire[image: External link], Imperial Italy (fascist)[image: External link], Latin Bloc (proposed alliance)[image: External link], and Military history of Italy during World War II[image: External link]
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 War justifications




Duce[image: External link] Benito Mussolini[image: External link] described Italy's declaration of war against the Western Allies of Britain and France in June 1940 as the following: "We are going to war against the plutocratic[image: External link] and reactionary[image: External link] democracies[image: External link] of the West[image: External link] who have invariably hindered the progress and often threatened the very existence of the Italian people[image: External link]".[74] Italy condemned the Western powers for enacting sanctions on Italy in 1935 for its actions in the Second Italo-Ethiopian War[image: External link] that Italy claimed was a response to an act of Ethiopian aggression against tribesmen in Italian Eritrea[image: External link] in the Walwal incident of 1934.[75] Italy, like Germany, also justified its actions by claiming that Italy needed to territorially expand to provide spazio vitale[image: External link] ("vital space") for the Italian nation.[76]

In October 1938 in the aftermath of the Munich Agreement, Italy demanded concessions from France to yield to Italy: a free port[image: External link] at Djibouti, control of the Addis Ababa-Djibouti railroad[image: External link], Italian participation in the management of Suez Canal Company[image: External link], some form of French-Italian condominium[image: External link] over Tunisia, and the preservation of Italian culture in French-held Corsica with no French assimilation of the people.[77] Italy opposed the French monopoly over the Suez Canal because under the French-dominated Suez Canal Company all Italian merchant traffic to its colony of Italian East Africa[image: External link] was forced to pay tolls upon entering the canal.[77][78] Mussolini hoped that in light of Italy's role in settling the Munich Agreement that prevented the outbreak of war, that Britain would react by putting pressure on France to yield to Italy's demands to preserve the peace.[77] France refused to accept Italy's demands as it was widely suspected that Italy's true intentions were territorial acquisition of Nice, Corsica, Tunisia, and Djibouti and not the milder official demands put forth.[77] Relations between Italy and France deteriorated with France's refusal to accept Italy's demands.[77] France responded to Italy's demands with threatening naval maneuvers as a warning to Italy.[77] As tensions between Italy and France grew, Hitler made a major speech on 30 January 1939 in which he promised German military support in the case of an unprovoked war against Italy.[79]

Italy justified its intervention against Greece in October 1940[image: External link] on the allegation that Greece was being used by Britain against Italy, Mussolini informed this to Hitler, saying: "Greece is one of the main points of English maritime strategy in the Mediterranean".[80]

Italy justified its intervention against Yugoslavia in April 1941[image: External link] by appealing to both Italian irredentist claims and the fact of Albanian[image: External link], Croatian[image: External link], and Macedonian[image: External link] separatists not wishing to be part of Yugoslavia[image: External link].[81] Croatian separatism soared after the assassination of Croatian political leaders in the Yugoslav parliament in 1928 including the death of Stjepan Radić[image: External link], and Italy endorsed Croatian separatist Ante Pavelić[image: External link] and his fascist Ustaše[image: External link] movement that was based and trained in Italy with the Fascist regime's support prior to intervention against Yugoslavia.[81]
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 History




In the late 19th century, after Italian unification[image: External link], a nationalist[image: External link] movement had grown around the concept of Italia irredenta[image: External link], which advocated the incorporation into Italy of Italian-populated areas still under foreign rule. There was a desire to annex Dalmatian[image: External link] territories, which had formerly been ruled by the Venetians[image: External link], and which consequently had Italian-speaking elites. The intention of the Fascist regime was to create a "New Roman Empire[image: External link]" in which Italy would dominate the Mediterranean[image: External link]. In 1935–1936 Italy invaded and annexed Ethiopia[image: External link] and the Fascist government proclaimed the creation of the "Italian Empire".[82] Protests by the League of Nations[image: External link], especially the British, who had interests in that area, led to no serious action, although The League did try to enforce economic sanctions upon Italy, but to no avail. The incident highlighted French and British weakness, exemplified by their reluctance to alienate Italy and lose her as their ally. The limited actions taken by the Western powers pushed Mussolini's Italy towards alliance with Hitler's Germany anyway. In 1937 Italy left the League of Nations and joined the Anti-Comintern Pact[image: External link], which had been signed by Germany and Japan the preceding year. In March/April 1939 Italian troops invaded and annexed Albania[image: External link]. Germany and Italy signed the Pact of Steel[image: External link] on May 22.

Italy entered World War II on 10 June 1940. In September 1940 Germany, Italy, and Japan signed the Tripartite Pact[image: External link].

Italy was ill-prepared for war, in spite of the fact that it had continuously been involved in conflict since 1935, first with Ethiopia in 1935–1936 and then in the Spanish Civil War[image: External link] on the side of Francisco Franco[image: External link]'s Nationalists[image: External link].[83] Mussolini refused to heed warnings from his minister of exchange and currency, Felice Guarneri, who said that Italy's actions in Ethiopia and Spain meant that Italy was on the verge of bankruptcy.[84] By 1939 military expenditures by Britain and France far exceeded what Italy could afford.[84] As a result of Italy's economic difficulties its soldiers were poorly paid, often being poorly equipped and poorly supplied, and animosity arose between soldiers and class-conscious officers; these contributed to low morale amongst Italian soldiers.[85] Military planning was deficient, as the Italian government had not decided on which theatre would be the most important. Power over the military was overcentralized to Mussolini's direct control; he personally undertook to direct the ministry of war, the navy, and the air force. The navy did not have any aircraft carriers to provide air cover for amphibious assaults in the Mediterranean, as the Fascist regime believed that the air bases on the Italian Peninsula would be able to do this task.[86] Italy's army had outmoded artillery and the armoured units used outdated formations not suited to modern warfare.[87] Diversion of funds to the air force and navy to prepare for overseas operations meant less money was available for the army; the standard rifle was a design that dated back to 1891.[84] The Fascist government failed to learn from mistakes made in Ethiopia and Spain; it ignored the implications of the Italian Fascist volunteer soldiers being routed at the Battle of Guadalajara[image: External link] in the Spanish Civil War.[84] Military exercises by the army in the Po Valley[image: External link] in August 1939 disappointed onlookers, including King Victor Emmanuel III.[87] Mussolini who was angered by Italy's military unpreparedness, dismissed Alberto Pariani[image: External link] as Chief of Staff of the Italian military in 1939.[88]

Italy's only strategic natural resource was an abundance of aluminum. Petroleum, iron, copper, nickel, chrome, and rubber all had to be imported.[87] The Fascist government's economic policy of autarky[image: External link] and a recourse to synthetic materials was not able to meet the demand.[83] Prior to entering the war, the Fascist government sought to gain control over resources in the Balkans[image: External link], particularly oil from Romania[image: External link].[89] The agreement between Germany and the Soviet Union to invade and partition Poland between them resulted in Hungary that bordered the Soviet Union after Poland's partition, and Romania viewing Soviet invasion as an immediate threat, resulting in both countries appealing to Italy for support, beginning in September 1939.[88] Italy - then still officially neutral - responded to appeals by the Hungarian and Romanian governments for protection from the Soviet Union, by proposing a Danube-Balkan neutrals bloc.[88] The proposed bloc was designed to increase Italian influence in the Balkans: it met resistance from France, Germany, and the Soviet Union that did not want to lose their influence in the Balkans; however Britain, that still hoped that Italy would not enter the war on Germany's side, supported the neutral bloc.[88] The efforts to form the bloc failed by November 1939 after Turkey[image: External link] made an agreement that it would protect Allied Mediterranean territory, along with Greece[image: External link] and Romania.[88]

Initially upon the outbreak of war between Germany and the Allies, Mussolini pursued a non-belligerent role for Italy out of concerns that Germany may not win its war with the Allies. However Mussolini in private grew anxious that Italy not intervening in support of Germany in September 1939 upon Britain and France waging war on Germany, would eventually result in retribution by Germany if Italy did not get involved in the war on Germany's side.[90]

By early 1940, Italy was still a non-belligerent, and Mussolini communicated to Hitler that Italy was not prepared to intervene soon. By March 1940, Mussolini decided that Italy would intervene, but the date was not yet chosen. His senior military leadership unanimously opposed the action because Italy was unprepared. No raw materials had been stockpiled and the reserves it did have would soon be exhausted, Italy's industrial base was only one-tenth of Germany's, and even with supplies the Italian military was not organized to provide the equipment needed to fight a modern war of a long duration. An ambitious rearmament program was impossible because of Italy's limited reserves in gold and foreign currencies and lack of raw materials. Mussolini ignored the negative advice.[91]

An April 1938 report by German Naval High Command (OKM) warned that Italy as a combatant ally would be a serious "burden" to Germany if a war between Germany and Britain occurred, and recommended that it would be preferable for Germany to seek for Italy to be a "benevolent neutral" during the war. On 18 March 1940, Hitler told Mussolini in person that the war would be over by the summer and that Italy's military involvement was not required.[92]

Mussolini on 29 May 1940 discussed the situation of the Italian Army in which he acknowledged that it was not ideal but believed that it was satisfactory, and discussed the timeline for a declaration of war on Britain and France. He said: "a delay of two weeks or a month would not be an improvement, and Germany could think we entered the war when the risk was very small ... And this could be a burden on us when peace comes."[93]

After entering the war in 1940, Italy had been slated to be granted a series of territorial concessions from France that Hitler had agreed to with Italian foreign minister Ciano, that included Italian annexation of claimed territories in southeastern France, a military occupation of southeastern France up to the river Rhone[image: External link], and receiving the French colonies of Tunisia[image: External link] and Djibouti[image: External link].[94] However, on 22 June 1940, Mussolini suddenly informed Hitler that Italy was abandoning its claims "in the Rhone, Corsica, Tunisia, and Djibouti", instead requesting a demilitarized zone along the French border, and on 24 June Italy agreed to an armistice with the Vichy regime[image: External link] to that effect.[94] Later on 7 July 1940, the Italian government changed its decision, and Ciano attempted to make an agreement with Hitler to have Nice[image: External link], Corsica, Tunisia, and Djibouti be transferred to Italy; Hitler adamantly rejected any new settlement or separate French-Italian peace agreement for the time being prior to the defeat of Britain in the war.[94] However Italy continued to press Germany for the incorporation of Nice, Corsica, and Tunisia into Italy, with Mussolini sending a letter to Hitler in October 1940, informing him that as the 850,000 Italians living under France's current borders formed the largest minority community, that ceding these territories to Italy would be beneficial to both Germany and Italy as it would reduce France's population from 35 million to 34 and forestall any possibility of resumed French ambitions for expansion or hegemony in Europe.[94] Germany had considered the possibility of invading and occupying the non-occupied territories of Vichy France including occupying Corsica; Germany capturing the Vichy French fleet for use by Germany, in December 1940 with the proposed Operation Attila[image: External link].[95] An invasion of Vichy France by Germany and Italy took place with Case Anton[image: External link] in November 1942.

In mid-1940, in response to an agreement by Romanian Conducător Ion Antonescu[image: External link] to accept German "training troops" to be sent to Romania, both Mussolini and Stalin in the Soviet Union were angered by Germany's expanding sphere of influence into Romania, and especially because neither was informed in advance of the action in spite of German agreements with Italy and the Soviet Union at that time.[80] Mussolini in a conversation with Ciano responded to Hitler's deployment of troops into Romania, saying: "Hitler always faces me with accomplished facts. Now I'll pay him back by his same currency. He'll learn from the papers that I have occupied Greece. So the balance will be re-established.".[80] However Mussolini later decided to inform Hitler in advance of Italy's designs on Greece.[80] Upon hearing of Italy's intervention against Greece, Hitler was deeply concerned as he said that the Greeks were not bad soldiers that Italy might not win in its war with Greece, as he did not want Germany to become embroiled in a Balkan conflict.[80]

By 1941, Italy's attempts to run an autonomous campaign from Germany's, collapsed as a result of military setbacks in Greece, North Africa[image: External link], and Eastern Africa[image: External link]; and the country became dependent and effectively subordinate to Germany. After the German-led invasion and occupation of Yugoslavia[image: External link] and Greece, that had both been targets of Italy's war aims, Italy was forced to accept German dominance in the two occupied countries.[96] Furthermore, by 1941, German forces in North Africa under Erwin Rommel[image: External link] effectively took charge of the military effort ousting Allied forces from the Italian colony of Libya[image: External link], and German forces were stationed in Sicily[image: External link] in that year.[97] Germany's insolence towards Italy as an ally was demonstrated that year when Italy was pressured to send 350,000 "guest workers" to Germany who were used as forced labour.[98] While Hitler was disappointed with the Italian military's performance, he maintained overall favorable relations with Italy because of his personal friendship with Mussolini.[99]

Mussolini by mid-1941 recognized that Italy's war objectives had failed.[96] Mussolini henceforth believed that Italy was left with no choice in such a subordinate status other than to follow Germany in its war and hope for a German victory.[96] However Germany supported Italian propaganda of the creation of a "Latin Bloc" of Italy, Vichy France[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], and Portugal[image: External link] to ally with Germany against the threat of communism, and after the German invasion of the Soviet Union, the prospect of a Latin Bloc seemed plausible.[100] From 1940 to 1941, Francisco Franco[image: External link] of Spain had endorsed a Latin Bloc of Italy, Vichy France, Spain and Portugal, in order to balance the countries' powers to that of Germany; however, the discussions failed to yield an agreement.[101]

After the invasion and occupation of Yugoslavia, Italy annexed numerous Adriatic islands and a portion of Dalmatia[image: External link] that was formed into the Italian Governorship of Dalmatia[image: External link] including territory from the provinces of Spalato[image: External link], Zara[image: External link], and Cattaro[image: External link].[102] Though Italy had initially larger territorial aims that extended from the Velebit mountains[image: External link] to the Albanian Alps[image: External link], Mussolini decided against annexing further territories due to a number of factors, including that Italy held the economically valuable portion of that territory within its possession while the northern Adriatic coast had no important railways or roads and because a larger annexation would have included hundreds of thousands of Slavs who were hostile to Italy, within its national borders.[102] Mussolini and foreign minister Ciano demanded that the Yugoslav region of Slovenia[image: External link] to be directly annexed into Italy, however in negotiations with German foreign minister Ribbentrop in April 1941, Ribbentrop insisted on Hitler's demands that Germany be allocated the eastern Slovenia while Italy would be allocated western Slovenia, Italy conceded to this German demand and Slovenia was partitioned between Germany and Italy.[103]

With the commencing of the Allies' Operation Torch[image: External link] against Vichy French-held Morocco and Algeria, Germany and Italy intervened in Vichy France and in Vichy French-held Tunisia. Italy seized military control over a significant portion of southern France and Corsica, while a joint German-Italian force seized control over most of Tunisia.[104] When the issue of sovereign control over Tunisia arose from seizure of control by the German-Italian force from Vichy French control, Ribbentrop proclaimed Italian predominance in Tunisia.[104] However, in spite of Germany's claim to respect Italian predominance, Germans supervised public services and local government in Tunisia, and the German presence was more popular in Tunisia with both the local Arab population and Vichy French collaborators since Germany had no imperial aspirations in Tunisia while Italy did.[104]

Internal opposition by Italians to the war and the Fascist regime accelerated by 1942, though significant opposition to the war had existed at the outset in 1940, as police reports indicated that many Italians were secretly listening to the BBC[image: External link] rather than Italian media in 1940.[105] Underground Catholic, Communist, and socialist newspapers began to become prominent by 1942.[106]

In spring 1941, Victor Emmanuel III visited Italian soldiers on the front in Yugoslavia and Albania, he was dismayed by the Fascist regime's brutal imperialism in Dalmatia, Slovenia, and Montenegro because he suspected it would impose impossible burdens on Italy by creating new enemies among the occupied peoples that Italy would be forced to fight.[107] Victor Emmanuel was disappointed with the Italian military's performance in the war, as he noted the army, navy, and air force could not drop their mutual jealousies and competition to work together.[107] Furthermore, he feared that overly ambitious generals attempting to win promotion were attempting to persuade Mussolini to divert military resources in an ever-widening field of action.[107] In June 1941, Mussolini's decision to follow Germany by waging war on the Soviet Union in which Victor Emmanuel was informed at the last moment giving him time only to advice to Mussolini against sending anything more than a token force to fight against the Soviet Union; his advice was not taken.[107] A few weeks after Italy's declaration of war against the Soviet Union, a senior general of the Carabinieri[image: External link] informed the royal palace that the military police were awaiting a royal order to act against the Fascist regime.[107] In September 1941, Victor Emmanuel held a private discussion with Ciano, in which Ciano said to the King that Fascism was doomed.[107] In 1942, opposition to Italy's involvement in the war expanded among the Fascist regime's senior officials, with Giuseppe Bottai[image: External link] in private stating that he and other Fascist officials should have resigned from office when Mussolini declared war on Britain and France in June 1940, while Dino Grandi[image: External link] approached the King urging him to dismantle Mussolini's dictatorship in order to withdraw Italy from the war as he saw Italy facing ruin.[108] By January 1943, King Victor Emmanuel III was persuaded by the Minister of the Royal Household, the Duke of Acquarone that Mussolini had to be removed from office.[109]

In March 1943, the first sign of serious rebellion by Italians against the Fascist regime and the war began with a strike by factory workers who were joined by soldiers singing communist songs and even rank-in-file Fascist party members.[108] The Fascist regime also faced passive resistance by civil servants who had begun to refuse to obey orders or pretend to obey orders.[108]

On 25 July 1943, King Victor Emmanuel III dismissed Mussolini, placed him under arrest, and began secret negotiations with the Allies. An armistice[image: External link] was signed on 8 September 1943, and Italy joined the Allies as a co-belligerent[image: External link]. On 12 September 1943, Mussolini was rescued by the Germans in Operation Oak[image: External link] and placed in charge of a puppet state called the Italian Social Republic[image: External link] (Repubblica Sociale Italiana/RSI, or Repubblica di Salò) in northern Italy[image: External link]. The war went on for months as the Allies, the Italian Co-Belligerent Army[image: External link] and the partisans[image: External link] contended the Social Republic's forces and its German allies. Some areas in Northern Italy were liberated from the Germans as late as May, 1945. Mussolini was killed by Communist partisans on 28 April 1945 while trying to escape to Switzerland[image: External link].[110]
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The Dodecanese Islands[image: External link] were an Italian dependency from 1912 to 1943.

Montenegro was an Italian dependency from 1941 to 1943 known as the Governorate of Montenegro[image: External link] that was under the control of an Italian military governor. Initially, the Italians intended that Montenegro would become an "independent" state closely allied with Italy, reinforced through the strong dynastic links between Italy and Montenegro, as Queen Elena of Italy[image: External link] was a daughter of the last Montenegrin king Nicholas I[image: External link]. The Italian-backed Montenegrin nationalist Sekula Drljević[image: External link] and his followers attempted to create a Montenegrin state. On 12 July 1941, they proclaimed the "Kingdom of Montenegro" under the protection of Italy. In less than 24 hours, that triggered a general uprising against the Italians[image: External link]. Within three weeks, the insurgents managed to capture almost all the territory of Montenegro. Over 70,000 Italian troops and 20,000 of Albanian[image: External link] and Muslim[image: External link] irregulars were deployed to suppress the rebellion. Drljevic was expelled from Montenegro in October 1941. Montenegro then came under full direct Italian control. With the Italian capitulation of 1943, Montenegro came directly under the control of Germany.

Albania[image: External link] was an Italian protectorate and dependency from 1939 to 1943. In spite of Albania's long-standing protection and alliance with Italy, on 7 April 1939 Italian troops invaded[image: External link] Albania, five months before the start of the Second World War. Following the invasion, Albania became a protectorate under Italy, with King Victor Emmanuel III of Italy being awarded the crown of Albania. An Italian governor controlled Albania.[111] Albanian troops under Italian control were sent to participate in the Italian invasion of Greece and the Axis occupation of Yugoslavia.[citation needed[image: External link]] Following Yugoslavia's defeat, Kosovo was annexed to Albania by the Italians.[111]

Politically and economically dominated by Italy from its creation in 1913, Albania was occupied by Italian military forces in 1939 as the Albanian king [Zog] fled the country with his family. The Albanian parliament voted to offer the Albanian throne to the King of Italy, resulting in a personal union between the two countries.[111][112]

The Albanian army, having been trained by Italian advisors, was reinforced by 100,000 Italian troops. A Fascist militia was organized, drawing its strength principally from Albanians of Italian descent.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Albania served as the staging area for the Italian invasions of Greece and Yugoslavia. Albania annexed Kosovo in 1941 when Yugoslavia was dissolved, creating a Greater Albania.[111]

Albanian troops were dispatched to the Eastern Front to fight the Soviets as part of the Italian Eighth Army.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Albania declared war on the United States in 1941.[113]

When the Fascist regime of Italy fell, in September 1943 Albania fell under German occupation.
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Italian East Africa[image: External link] was an Italian colony existing from 1936 to 1943. Prior to the invasion and annexation of Ethiopia into this united colony in 1936, Italy had two colonies, Eritrea and Somalia since the 1880s.

Libya[image: External link] was an Italian colony existing from 1912 to 1943. The northern portion of Libya was incorporated directly into Italy in 1939, however the region remained united as a colony under a colonial governor.

There was also a minor Italian concession territory in Tientsin, Republic of China.
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Main article: Empire of Japan
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The Japanese government justified its actions by claiming that it was seeking to unite East Asia[image: External link] under Japanese leadership in a Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere[image: External link] that would free East Asians from domination and rule by clients of Western powers and particularly the United States.[114] Japan invoked themes of Pan-Asianism[image: External link] and said that the Asian people needed to be free from Western influence.[115]

The United States opposed the Japanese war in China, and recognized Chiang Kai-Shek's Nationalist Government[image: External link] as the legitimate government of China. As a result, the United States sought to bring the Japanese war effort to a halt by imposing an embargo on all trade between the United States and Japan. Japan was dependent on the United States for 80 percent of its petroleum[image: External link], and as a consequence the embargo resulted in an economic and military crisis for Japan, as Japan could not continue its war effort against China without access to petroleum.[116]

In order to maintain its military campaign in China with the major loss of petroleum trade with the United States, Japan saw the best means to secure an alternative source of petroleum in the petroleum-rich and natural-resources-rich Southeast Asia[image: External link].[117] This threat of retaliation by Japan to the total trade embargo by the United States was known by the American government, including American Secretary of State Cordell Hull[image: External link] who was negotiating with the Japanese to avoid a war, fearing that the total embargo would pre-empt a Japanese attack on the Dutch East Indies[image: External link].[118]

Japan identified the American Pacific fleet based in Pearl Harbor[image: External link] as the principal threat to its designs to invade and capture Southeast Asia.[117] Thus Japan initiated the attack on Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941 as a means to inhibit an American response to the invasion of Southeast Asia, and buy time to allow Japan to consolidate itself with these resources to engage in a total war[image: External link] against the United States, and force the United States to accept Japan's acquisitions.[117]
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The Empire of Japan, a constitutional monarchy ruled by Hirohito[image: External link], was the principal Axis power in Asia and the Pacific. Under the emperor were a political cabinet and the Imperial General Headquarters[image: External link], with two chiefs of staff. By 1945 the Emperor of Japan was more than a symbolic leader; he played a major role in devising a strategy to keep himself on the throne.[119]

At its height, Japan's Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere[image: External link] included Manchuria[image: External link], Inner Mongolia[image: External link], large parts of China[image: External link], Malaysia[image: External link], French Indochina[image: External link], Dutch East Indies[image: External link], The Philippines[image: External link], Burma[image: External link], a small part of India, and various Pacific Islands in the central Pacific.

As a result of the internal discord and economic downturn of the 1920s, militaristic elements set Japan on a path of expansionism. As the Japanese home islands lacked natural resources needed for growth, Japan planned to establish hegemony in Asia and become self-sufficient by acquiring territories with abundant natural resources. Japan's expansionist policies alienated it from other countries in the League of Nations[image: External link] and by the mid-1930s brought it closer to Germany and Italy, who had both pursued similar expansionist policies. Cooperation between Japan and Germany began with the Anti-Comintern Pact[image: External link], in which the two countries agreed to ally to challenge any attack by the Soviet Union.

Japan entered into conflict against the Chinese[image: External link] in 1937. The Japanese invasion and occupation of parts of China resulted in numerous atrocities against civilians, such as the Nanking massacre[image: External link] and the Three Alls Policy[image: External link]. The Japanese also fought skirmishes[image: External link] with Soviet– Mongolian[image: External link] forces in Manchukuo[image: External link] in 1938 and 1939. Japan sought to avoid war with the Soviet Union by signing a non-aggression pact with it in 1941.

Japan's military leaders were divided on diplomatic relationships with Germany and Italy and the attitude towards the United States. The Imperial Japanese Army[image: External link] was in favour of war with the United States, but the Imperial Japanese Navy[image: External link] was generally strongly opposed. When Prime Minister of Japan[image: External link] General Hideki Tojo[image: External link] refused American demands that Japan withdraw its military forces from China, a confrontation became more likely.[120] War with the United States was being discussed within the Japanese government by 1940.[121] Commander of the Combined Fleet Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto[image: External link] was outspoken in his opposition, especially after the signing of the Tripartite Pact, saying on 14 October 1940: "To fight the United States is like fighting the whole world. But it has been decided. So I will fight the best I can. Doubtless I shall die on board Nagato[image: External link] [his flagship]. Meanwhile Tokyo will be burnt to the ground three times. Konoe and others will be torn to pieces by the revengeful people, I [shouldn't] wonder. "[121] In October and November 1940, Yamamoto communicated with Navy Minister Oikawa, and stated, "Unlike the pre-Tripartite days, great determination is required to make certain that we avoid the danger of going to war. "[121]

With the European powers focused on the war in Europe, Japan sought to acquire their colonies. In 1940 Japan responded to the German invasion of France[image: External link] by occupying French Indochina[image: External link]. The Vichy France[image: External link] regime, a de facto ally of Germany, accepted the takeover. The allied forces did not respond with war. However, the United States instituted an embargo against Japan in 1941 because of the continuing war in China. This cut off Japan's supply of scrap metal and oil needed for industry, trade, and the war effort.

To isolate the US forces stationed in the Philippines[image: External link] and to reduce US naval power, the Imperial General Headquarters[image: External link] ordered an attack on the US naval base at Pearl Harbor[image: External link], Hawaii, on 7 December 1941. They also invaded Malaya[image: External link] and Hong Kong[image: External link]. Initially achieving a series of victories, by 1943 the Japanese forces were driven back towards the home islands. The Pacific War[image: External link] lasted until the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki[image: External link] in 1945. The Soviets formally declared war in August 1945 and engaged Japanese forces[image: External link] in Manchuria and northeast China.
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Taiwan, then known as Formosa, was a Japanese dependency established in 1895.

Korea was a Japanese protectorate and dependency formally established by the Japan–Korea Treaty of 1910[image: External link].

The South Pacific Mandate[image: External link] were territories granted to Japan in 1919 in the peace agreements of World War I, that designated to Japan the German South Pacific islands. Japan received these as a reward by the Allies of World War I, when Japan was then allied against Germany.

Japan occupied the Dutch East Indies[image: External link] during the war. Japan planned to transform these territories into a client state of Indonesia[image: External link] and sought alliance with Indonesian nationalists including future Indonesian President Sukarno[image: External link], however these efforts did not deliver the creation of an Indonesian state until after Japan's surrender.[122]
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In addition to the 3 major Axis powers, 4 more countries and 2 puppet regimes signed the Tri-Partite Pact as its member states. Of the 4 countries, Romania, Hungary and Bulgaria participated in various Axis military operations with their national armed forces, while the 4th, Yugoslavia, saw its pro-Nazi government overthrown in a coup merely days after it signed the Pact, and the membership was reversed.

The 2 puppet regimes that signed the Tri-Partite Pact, Tiso-led Slovakia and the Independent State of Croatia are listed among the client states section below.
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Main article: Military history of Bulgaria during World War II[image: External link]


The Kingdom of Bulgaria[image: External link] was ruled by Тsar Boris III[image: External link] when it signed the Tripartite Pact on 1 March 1941. Bulgaria had been on the losing side in the First World War and sought a return of lost ethnically and historically Bulgarian territories, specifically in Macedonia[image: External link] and Thrace[image: External link] (all within Kingdom of Yugoslavia[image: External link], Kingdom of Greece[image: External link] and Turkey[image: External link]). During the 1930s, because of traditional right-wing elements, Bulgaria drew closer to Nazi Germany. In 1940 Germany pressured Romania to sign the Treaty of Craiova[image: External link], returning to Bulgaria the region of Southern Dobrudja[image: External link], which it had lost in 1913. The Germans also promised Bulgaria — if it joined the Axis — an enlargement of its territory to the borders specified in the Treaty of San Stefano[image: External link].

Bulgaria participated in the Axis invasion of Yugoslavia[image: External link] and Greece by letting German troops attack from its territory and sent troops to Greece on April 20. As a reward, the Axis powers allowed Bulgaria to occupy parts of both countries—southern and south-eastern Yugoslavia (Vardar Banovina[image: External link]) and north-eastern Greece (parts of Greek Macedonia[image: External link] and Greek Thrace[image: External link]). The Bulgarian forces in these areas spent the following years fighting various nationalist groups and resistance movements[image: External link]. Despite German pressure, Bulgaria did not take part in the Axis invasion of the Soviet Union[image: External link] and actually never declared war on the Soviet Union. The Bulgarian Navy[image: External link] was nonetheless involved in a number of skirmishes with the Soviet Black Sea Fleet[image: External link], which attacked Bulgarian shipping.

Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, the Bulgarian government declared war on the Western Allies. This action remained largely symbolic (at least from the Bulgarian perspective), until August 1943, when Bulgarian air defense and air force attacked Allied bombers, returning (heavily damaged) from a mission over the Romanian oil refineries. This turned into a disaster for the citizens of Sofia[image: External link] and other major Bulgarian cities, which were heavily bombed by the Allies in the winter of 1943–1944.

On 2 September 1944, as the Red Army[image: External link] approached the Bulgarian border, a new Bulgarian government came to power and sought peace with the Allies, expelled the few remaining German troops, and declared neutrality. These measures however did not prevent the Soviet Union from declaring war on Bulgaria on 5 September, and on 8 September the Red Army marched into the country, meeting no resistance. This was followed by the coup d'état of 9 September 1944[image: External link], which brought a government of the pro-Soviet Fatherland Front[image: External link] to power. After this, the Bulgarian army (as part of the Red Army's 3rd Ukrainian Front[image: External link]) fought the Germans in Yugoslavia and Hungary, sustaining numerous casualties. Despite this, the Paris Peace Treaty[image: External link] treated Bulgaria as one of the defeated countries. Bulgaria was allowed to keep Southern Dobruja[image: External link], but had to give up all claims to Greek and Yugoslav territory.
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Main article: Hungary during World War II[image: External link]


Hungary[image: External link], ruled by Regent[image: External link] Admiral Miklós Horthy[image: External link], was the first country apart from Germany, Italy, and Japan to adhere to the Tripartite Pact, signing the agreement on 20 November 1940. Slovakia had been a client state of Germany since 1938.[123]

Political instability plagued the country until Miklós Horthy, a Hungarian nobleman and Austro-Hungarian naval[image: External link] officer, became regent in 1920. Hungarian nationalists desired to recover territories lost through the Trianon Treaty[image: External link]. The country drew closer to Germany and Italy largely because of a shared desire to revise the peace settlements made after World War I.[124] Many people sympathized with the anti-Semitic[image: External link] policy of the Nazi regime. Due to its pro-German stance, Hungary received favourable territorial settlements when Germany annexed Czechoslovakia in 1938–1939 and received Northern Transylvania[image: External link] from Romania via the Vienna Awards[image: External link] of 1940. Hungarians permitted German troops to transit through their territory during the invasion of Yugoslavia[image: External link], and Hungarian forces took part in the invasion. Parts of Yugoslavia were annexed to Hungary; the United Kingdom immediately broke off diplomatic relations in response.

Although Hungary did not initially participate in the German invasion of the Soviet Union[image: External link], Hungary declared war on the Soviet Union on 27 June 1941. Over 500,000 soldiers served on the Eastern Front[image: External link]. All five of Hungary's field armies ultimately participated in the war against the Soviet Union; a significant contribution was made by the Hungarian Second Army[image: External link].

On 25 November 1941, Hungary was one of thirteen signatories to the revived Anti-Comintern Pact. Hungarian troops, like their Axis counterparts, were involved in numerous actions against the Soviets. By the end of 1943, the Soviets had gained the upper hand and the Germans were retreating. The Hungarian Second Army was destroyed in fighting on the Voronezh Front[image: External link], on the banks of the Don River[image: External link]. In 1944, with Soviet troops advancing toward Hungary, Horthy attempted to reach an armistice with the Allies. However, the Germans replaced the existing regime with a new one[image: External link]. After fierce fighting, Budapest was taken by the Soviets. A number of pro-German Hungarians retreated to Italy and Germany, where they fought until the end of the war.

Relations between Germany and the regency of Miklós Horthy[image: External link] collapsed in Hungary in 1944. Horthy was forced to abdicate after German armed forces held his son hostage as part of Operation Panzerfaust[image: External link]. Hungary was reorganized following Horthy's abdication in December 1944 into a totalitarian fascist regime called the Government of National Unity[image: External link], led by Ferenc Szálasi[image: External link]. He had been Prime Minister of Hungary since October 1944 and was leader of the anti-Semitic fascist Arrow Cross Party[image: External link]. In power, his government was a puppet regime with little authority, and the country was effectively under German control. Days after the Szálasi government took power, the capital of Budapest[image: External link] was surrounded by the Soviet Red Army[image: External link]. German and Hungarian fascist forces tried to hold off the Soviet advance but failed. In March 1945, Szálasi fled to Germany as the leader of a government in exile, until the surrender of Germany in May 1945.
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Main article: Romania in World War II[image: External link]


When war erupted in Europe in 1939, the Kingdom of Romania[image: External link] was pro-British and allied to the Poles[image: External link]. Following the invasion of Poland[image: External link] by Germany and the Soviet Union, and the German conquest of France and the Low Countries[image: External link], Romania found itself increasingly isolated; meanwhile, pro-German and pro-Fascist elements began to grow.

The August 1939 Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact between Germany and the Soviet Union contained a secret protocol ceding Bessarabia[image: External link], and Northern Bukovina[image: External link] to the Soviet Union.[68] On June 28, 1940, the Soviet Union occupied and annexed Bessarabia, as well as part of northern Romania[image: External link] and the Hertza region[image: External link].[125] On 30 August 1940, Germany forced Romania to cede Northern Transylvania[image: External link] to Hungary as a result of the second Vienna Award[image: External link]. Southern Dobruja[image: External link] was ceded to Bulgaria[image: External link] in September 1940. In an effort to appease the Fascist elements within the country and obtain German protection, King Carol II[image: External link] appointed the General Ion Antonescu[image: External link] as Prime Minister on September 6, 1940.

Two days later, Antonescu forced the king to abdicate and installed the king's young son Michael[image: External link] (Mihai) on the throne, then declared himself Conducător ("Leader") with dictatorial powers. Under King Michael I and the military government of Antonescu, Romania signed the Tripartite Pact on November 23, 1940. German troops entered the country in 1941 and used the country as a platform for invasions of Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union. Romania was a key supplier of resources, especially oil and grain.

Romania joined the German-led invasion of the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941; nearly 800,000 Romanian soldiers fought on the Eastern front. Areas that were annexed by the Soviets were reincorporated into Romania, along with the newly established Transnistria Governorate[image: External link]. After suffering devastating losses at Stalingrad[image: External link], Romanian officials began secretly negotiating peace conditions with the Allies. By 1943, the tide began to turn. The Soviets pushed further west, retaking Ukraine and eventually launching an unsuccessful invasion[image: External link] of eastern Romania in the spring of 1944. Foreseeing the fall of Nazi Germany, Romania switched sides during King Michael's Coup[image: External link] on August 23, 1944. Romanian troops then fought alongside the Soviet Army until the end of the war, reaching as far as Czechoslovakia and Austria.
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 Thailand




See also: Thailand in World War II[image: External link]


Thailand[image: External link] waged the Franco-Thai War[image: External link] in October 1940 to May 1941 to reclaim territory from French Indochina[image: External link]. It became a formal ally of Japan from 25 January 1942.

Japanese forces invaded Thailand's territory[image: External link] an hour and a half before the attack on Pearl Harbor, (because of the International Dateline, the local time was on the morning of 8 December 1941). Only hours after the invasion, prime minister Field Marshal Phibunsongkhram[image: External link] ordered the cessation of resistance against the Japanese. On 21 December 1941, a military alliance with Japan was signed and on 25 January 1942, Sang Phathanothai[image: External link] read over the radio Thailand's formal declaration of war on the United Kingdom and the United States. The Thai ambassador to the United States, Mom Rajawongse[image: External link] Seni Pramoj[image: External link], did not deliver his copy of the declaration of war. Therefore, although the British reciprocated by declaring war on Thailand and considered it a hostile country, the United States did not.

When Thailand signed the Tripartite Pact on 15 February 1942, the Thais and Japanese also agreed that Shan State[image: External link] and Kayah State[image: External link] were to be under Thai control. The rest of Burma was to be under Japanese control. On 10 May 1942, the Thai Phayap Army[image: External link] entered Burma's eastern Shan State, which had been claimed by Siamese kingdoms. Three Thai infantry and one cavalry division, spearheaded by armoured reconnaissance groups and supported by the air force, engaged the retreating Chinese 93rd Division. Kengtung[image: External link], the main objective, was captured on 27 May. Renewed offensives in June and November saw the Chinese retreat into Yunnan[image: External link].[126] The area containing the Shan States and Kayah State was annexed by Thailand in 1942. The areas were ceded back to Burma[image: External link] in 1945.

The Free Thai Movement[image: External link] ("Seri Thai") was established during these first few months. Parallel Free Thai organizations were also established in the United Kingdom. Queen Ramphaiphanni[image: External link] was the nominal head of the British-based organization, and Pridi Phanomyong[image: External link], the regent, headed its largest contingent, which was operating within Thailand. Aided by elements of the military, secret airfields and training camps were established, while Office of Strategic Services[image: External link] and Force 136[image: External link] agents slipped in and out of the country.

As the war dragged on, the Thai population came to resent the Japanese presence. In June 1944, Phibun was overthrown in a coup d'état. The new civilian government under Khuang Aphaiwong[image: External link] attempted to aid the resistance while maintaining cordial relations with the Japanese. After the war, U. S. influence prevented Thailand from being treated as an Axis country, but the British demanded three million tons of rice as reparations and the return of areas annexed from Malaya[image: External link] during the war. Thailand also returned the portions of British Burma and French Indochina that had been annexed. Phibun and a number of his associates were put on trial on charges of having committed war crimes and of collaborating with the Axis powers. However, the charges were dropped due to intense public pressure. Public opinion was favourable to Phibun, since he was thought to have done his best to protect Thai interests.
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 Yugoslavia: membership lasts two days




Main articles: Yugoslav coup d'état[image: External link] and Invasion of Yugoslavia[image: External link]


In February 1941, Hitler called for Yugoslavia's accession to the Tripartite Pact. In March, the German army arrived at the Bulgarian-Yugoslav border. On 25 March 1941, fearing that Yugoslavia would be invaded otherwise, the Yugoslav government signed the Tripartite Pact with significant reservations. Unlike other Axis powers, Yugoslavia was not obliged to provide military assistance, nor to provide its territory for Axis to move military forces during the war. Less than two days later, after demonstrations in the streets of Belgrade, Prince Paul and the government were removed from office by a coup d'état[image: External link]. Seventeen-year-old King Peter[image: External link] was declared to be of age. The new Yugoslav government under General Dušan Simović[image: External link], refused to ratify Yugoslavia's signing of the Tripartite Pact, and started negotiations with Great Britain and Soviet Union. Winston Churchill commented that "Yugoslavia has found its soul". However Hitler invaded and quickly took control.
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 Co-belligerent state combatants




Various countries fought side by side with the Axis powers for a common cause. These countries were not signatories of the Tripartite Pact and thus not formal members of the Axis.
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 Finland




Main article: Military history of Finland during World War II[image: External link]


Although Finland never signed the Tripartite Pact and legally (de jure) was not a part of the Axis, it was Axis-aligned in its fight against the Soviet Union.[127] Finland signed the revived Anti-Comintern Pact of November 1941.[128]

The August 1939 Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact between Germany and the Soviet Union contained a secret protocol dividing much of eastern Europe and assigning Finland to the Soviet sphere of influence.[68][129] After unsuccessfully attempting to force territorial and other concessions on the Finns, the Soviet Union tried to invade Finland in November 1939 during the Winter War[image: External link], intending to establish a communist puppet government in Finland.[130][131] The conflict threatened Germany's iron-ore supplies and offered the prospect of Allied interference in the region.[132] Despite Finnish resistance, a peace treaty was signed in March 1940, wherein Finland ceded some key territory to the Soviet Union, including the Karelian Isthmus[image: External link], containing Finland's second-largest city, Viipuri[image: External link], and the critical defensive structure of the Mannerheim Line[image: External link]. After this war, Finland sought protection and support from the United Kingdom[133][134] and non-aligned Sweden,[135] but was thwarted by Soviet and German actions. This resulted in Finland being drawn closer to Germany, first with the intent of enlisting German support as a counterweight to thwart continuing Soviet pressure, and later to help regain lost territories.

In the opening days of Operation Barbarossa, Germany's invasion of the Soviet Union, Finland permitted German planes returning from mine dropping runs over Kronstadt[image: External link] and Neva River[image: External link] to refuel at Finnish airfields before returning to bases in East Prussia[image: External link]. In retaliation, the Soviet Union launched a major air offensive against Finnish airfields and towns, which resulted in a Finnish declaration of war against the Soviet Union on 25 June 1941. The Finnish conflict with the Soviet Union is generally referred to as the Continuation War[image: External link].

Finland's main objective was to regain territory lost to the Soviet Union in the Winter War. However, on 10 July 1941, Field Marshal Carl Gustaf Emil Mannerheim[image: External link] issued an Order of the Day[image: External link] that contained a formulation understood internationally as a Finnish territorial interest in Russian Karelia[image: External link].

Diplomatic relations between the United Kingdom and Finland were severed on 1 August 1941, after the British bombed German forces in the Finnish village and port of Petsamo[image: External link]. The United Kingdom repeatedly called on Finland to cease its offensive against the Soviet Union, and declared war on Finland on 6 December 1941, although no other military operations followed. War was never declared between Finland and the United States, though relations were severed between the two countries in 1944 as a result of the Ryti-Ribbentrop Agreement[image: External link].

Finland maintained command of its armed forces and pursued war objectives independently of Germany. Germans and Finns did work closely together during Operation Silverfox[image: External link], a joint offensive against Murmansk. Finland refused German requests to participate actively in the Siege of Leningrad[image: External link], and also granted asylum to Jews, while Jewish soldiers continued to serve in its army.

The relationship between Finland and Germany more closely resembled an alliance during the six weeks of the Ryti-Ribbentrop Agreement, which was presented as a German condition for help with munitions and air support, as the Soviet offensive coordinated with D-Day[image: External link] threatened Finland with complete occupation. The agreement, signed by President Risto Ryti[image: External link] but never ratified by the Finnish Parliament, bound Finland not to seek a separate peace.

After Soviet offensives were fought to a standstill, Ryti's successor as president, Marshall Mannerheim, dismissed the agreement and opened secret negotiations with the Soviets, which resulted in a ceasefire on 4 September and the Moscow Armistice[image: External link] on 19 September 1944. Under the terms of the armistice, Finland was obliged to expel German troops from Finnish territory, which resulted in the Lapland War[image: External link]. Finland signed a peace treaty[image: External link] with the Allied powers in 1947.
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 Iraq




The Kingdom of Iraq[image: External link] was briefly an ally of the Axis, fighting the United Kingdom in the Anglo-Iraqi War[image: External link] of May 1941.

Anti-British sentiments were widespread in Iraq prior to 1941. Seizing power on 1 April 1941, the nationalist government of Prime Minister[image: External link] Rashid Ali[image: External link] repudiated the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of 1930[image: External link] and demanded that the British abandon their military bases and withdraw from the country. Ali sought support from Germany and Italy in expelling British forces from Iraq.

On 9 May 1941, Mohammad Amin al-Husayni[image: External link], the Mufti[image: External link] of Jerusalem[image: External link] and associate of Ali, declared holy war[136] against the British and called on Arabs throughout the Middle East to rise up against British rule. On 25 May 1941, the Germans stepped up offensive operations in the Middle East.

Hitler issued Order 30[image: External link]: "The Arab Freedom Movement in the Middle East is our natural ally against England. In this connection special importance is attached to the liberation of Iraq ... I have therefore decided to move forward in the Middle East by supporting Iraq. "[137]

Hostilities between the Iraqi and British forces began on 2 May 1941, with heavy fighting at the RAF air base[image: External link] in Habbaniyah[image: External link]. The Germans and Italians dispatched aircraft and aircrew to Iraq utilizing Vichy French bases in Syria, which would later invoke fighting between Allied and Vichy French forces in Syria[image: External link].

The Germans planned to coordinate a combined German-Italian offensive against the British in Egypt, Palestine[image: External link], and Iraq. Iraqi military resistance ended by 31 May 1941. Rashid Ali and the Mufti of Jerusalem fled to Iran, then Turkey, Italy, and finally Germany, where Ali was welcomed by Hitler as head of the Iraqi government-in-exile[image: External link] in Berlin. In propaganda broadcasts from Berlin, the Mufti continued to call on Arabs to rise up against the British and aid German and Italian forces. He also helped recruit Muslim[image: External link] volunteers in the Balkans for the Waffen-SS[image: External link].
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 Client states




Further information: Greater East Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere[image: External link]
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 Japanese




The Empire of Japan created a number of client states in the areas occupied by its military, beginning with the creation of Manchukuo in 1932. These puppet states achieved varying degrees of international recognition.
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 Burma (Ba Maw regime)




Main article: Japanese occupation of Burma[image: External link]


The Japanese Army and Burma nationalists, led by Aung San[image: External link], seized control of Burma from the United Kingdom during 1942. A State of Burma[image: External link] was formed on 1 August under the Burmese nationalist leader Ba Maw[image: External link]. The Ba Maw regime established the Burma Defence Army (later renamed the Burma National Army[image: External link]), which was commanded by Aung San[image: External link].
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 Cambodia




The Kingdom of Cambodia[image: External link] was a short-lived Japanese puppet state that lasted from 9 March 1945 to 15 August 1945.

The Japanese entered Cambodia in mid-1941, but allowed Vichy French officials to remain in administrative posts. The Japanese calls for an "Asia for the Asiatics" won over many Cambodian nationalists.

This policy changed during the last months of the war. The Japanese wanted to gain local support, so they dissolved French colonial rule and pressured Cambodia to declare its independence within the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere[image: External link]. Four days later, King Sihanouk[image: External link] declared Kampuchea (the original Khmer[image: External link] pronunciation of Cambodia) independent. Co-editor of the Nagaravatta, Son Ngoc Thanh[image: External link], returned from Tokyo in May and was appointed foreign minister.

On the date of Japanese surrender, a new government was proclaimed with Son Ngoc Thanh as prime minister. When the Allies occupied Phnom Penh[image: External link] in October, Son Ngoc Thanh was arrested for collaborating with the Japanese and was exiled to France. Some of his supporters went to northwestern Cambodia, which had been under Thai control since the French-Thai War[image: External link] of 1940, where they banded together as one faction in the Khmer Issarak[image: External link] movement, originally formed with Thai encouragement in the 1940s.
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 China (Reorganized National Government of China)




During the Second Sino-Japanese War[image: External link], Japan advanced from its bases in Manchuria to occupy much of East and Central China. Several Japanese puppet states were organized in areas occupied by the Japanese Army, including the Provisional Government of the Republic of China[image: External link] at Beijing[image: External link], which was formed in 1937, and the Reformed Government of the Republic of China[image: External link] at Nanjing, which was formed in 1938. These governments were merged into the Reorganized National Government of China[image: External link] at Nanjing on 29 March 1940. Wang Jingwei[image: External link] became head of state. The government was to be run along the same lines as the Nationalist regime and adopted its symbols.

The Nanjing Government had no real power; its main role was to act as a propaganda tool for the Japanese. The Nanjing Government concluded agreements with Japan and Manchukuo, authorising Japanese occupation of China and recognising the independence of Manchukuo under Japanese protection. The Nanjing Government signed the Anti-Comintern Pact of 1941 and declared war on the United States and the United Kingdom on 9 January 1943.

The government had a strained relationship with the Japanese from the beginning. Wang's insistence on his regime being the true Nationalist government of China and in replicating all the symbols of the Kuomintang[image: External link] led to frequent conflicts with the Japanese, the most prominent being the issue of the regime's flag, which was identical to that of the Republic of China[image: External link].

The worsening situation for Japan from 1943 onwards meant that the Nanking Army was given a more substantial role in the defence of occupied China than the Japanese had initially envisaged. The army was almost continuously employed against the communist New Fourth Army[image: External link].

Wang Jingwei died on 10 November 1944, and was succeeded by his deputy, Chen Gongbo[image: External link]. Chen had little influence; the real power behind the regime was Zhou Fohai[image: External link], the mayor of Shanghai. Wang's death dispelled what little legitimacy the regime had. The state stuttered on for another year and continued the display and show of a fascist regime.

On 9 September 1945, following the defeat of Japan, the area was surrendered to General He Yingqin[image: External link], a nationalist general loyal to Chiang Kai-shek[image: External link]. The Nanking Army generals quickly declared their alliance to the Generalissimo, and were subsequently ordered to resist Communist attempts to fill the vacuum left by the Japanese surrender. Chen Gongbo was tried and executed in 1946.
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 India (Provisional Government of Free India)




Main articles: Azad Hind Fauj[image: External link] and Arzi Hukumat-e-Azad Hind[image: External link]


The Arzi Hukumat-e-Azad Hind[image: External link], the Provisional Government of Free India was a state that was recognized by nine Axis governments. It was led by Subhas Chandra Bose[image: External link], an Indian nationalist[image: External link] who rejected Mohandas K. Gandhi[image: External link]'s nonviolent methods for achieving independence. The First INA[image: External link] faltered after its leadership objected to being a propaganda tool for Japanese war aims, and the role of I Kikan[image: External link]. It was revived by the Indian Independence League[image: External link] with Japanese support in 1942 after the ex-PoWs and Indian civilians in South-east Asia agreed to participate in the INA venture on the condition it was led by Subhash Chandra Bose[image: External link]. Bose declared India's independence on October 21, 1943. The Indian National Army was committed as a part of the U Go Offensive[image: External link]. It played a largely marginal role in the battle, and suffered serious casualties and had to withdraw with the rest of Japanese forces after the siege of Imphal[image: External link] was broken. It was later committed to the defence of Burma against the Allied offensive[image: External link]. It suffered a large number of desertions in this latter part. The remaining troops of the INA maintained order in Rangoon after the withdrawal of Ba Maw's government withdrew. although The provisional government was given nominal control of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands[image: External link] from November 1943 to August 1945.
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 Inner Mongolia (Mengjiang)




Mengjiang[image: External link] was a Japanese puppet state in Inner Mongolia[image: External link]. It was nominally ruled by Prince Demchugdongrub[image: External link], a Mongol[image: External link] nobleman descended from Genghis Khan[image: External link], but was in fact controlled by the Japanese military. Mengjiang's independence was proclaimed on 18 February 1936, following the Japanese occupation of the region.

The Inner Mongolians had several grievances against the central Chinese government in Nanking, including their policy of allowing unlimited migration of Han Chinese to the region. Several of the young princes of Inner Mongolia began to agitate for greater freedom from the central government, and it was through these men that Japanese saw their best chance of exploiting Pan-Mongol nationalism and eventually seizing control of Outer Mongolia from the Soviet Union.

Japan created Mengjiang to exploit tensions between ethnic Mongolians and the central government of China, which in theory ruled Inner Mongolia. When the various puppet governments of China were unified under the Wang Jingwei[image: External link] government in March 1940, Mengjiang retained its separate identity as an autonomous federation. Although under the firm control of the Japanese Imperial Army, which occupied its territory, Prince Demchugdongrub had his own independent army.

Mengjiang vanished in 1945 following Japan's defeat in World War II. As Soviet forces advanced into Inner Mongolia, they met limited resistance from small detachments of Mongolian cavalry, which, like the rest of the army, were quickly overwhelmed.
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 Laos




Fears of Thai irredentism led to the formation of the first Lao nationalist organization, the Movement for National Renovation, in January 1941. The group was led by Prince Phetxarāt[image: External link] and supported by local French officials, though not by the Vichy authorities in Hanoi[image: External link]. This group wrote the current Lao national anthem[image: External link] and designed the current Lao flag[image: External link], while paradoxically pledging support for France. The country declared its independence in 1945.

The liberation of France in 1944, bringing Charles de Gaulle[image: External link] to power, meant the end of the alliance between Japan and the Vichy French administration in Indochina. The Japanese had no intention of allowing the Gaullists[image: External link] to take over, and in March 1945 they staged a military coup in Hanoi. Some French units fled over the mountains to Laos, pursued by the Japanese, who occupied Viang Chan[image: External link] in March 1945 and Luang Phrabāng[image: External link] in April. King Sīsavāngvong[image: External link] was detained by the Japanese, but his son Crown Prince Savāngvatthanā[image: External link] called on all Lao[image: External link] to assist the French, and many Lao died fighting against the Japanese occupiers.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Prince Phetxarāt opposed this position. He thought that Lao independence could be gained by siding with the Japanese, who made him Prime Minister of Luang Phrabāng, though not of Laos as a whole. The country was in chaos, and Phetxarāt's government had no real authority. Another Lao group, the Lao Sēri (Free Lao), received unofficial support from the Free Thai movement in the Isan[image: External link] region.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Manchuria (Manchukuo)




Main article: Manchukuo[image: External link]


Manchukuo, in the northeast region of China, had been a Japanese puppet state in Manchuria[image: External link] since the 1930s. It was nominally ruled by Puyi[image: External link], the last emperor of the Qing Dynasty[image: External link], but was in fact controlled by the Japanese military, in particular the Kwantung Army[image: External link]. While Manchukuo ostensibly was a state for ethnic Manchus[image: External link], the region had a Han Chinese[image: External link] majority.

Following the Japanese invasion of Manchuria[image: External link] in 1931, the independence of Manchukuo was proclaimed on 18 February 1932, with Puyi as head of state. He was proclaimed the Emperor of Manchukuo a year later. The new Manchu nation was recognized by 23 of the League of Nations[image: External link]' 80 members. Germany, Italy, and the Soviet Union were among the major powers who recognised Manchukuo. Other countries who recognized the State were the Dominican Republic[image: External link], Costa Rica[image: External link], El Salvador[image: External link], and Vatican City[image: External link]. Manchukuo was also recognised by the other Japanese allies and puppet states, including Mengjiang, the Burmese government of Ba Maw[image: External link], Thailand[image: External link], the Wang Jingwei regime, and the Indian government of Subhas Chandra Bose[image: External link]. The League of Nations later declared in 1934 that Manchuria lawfully remained a part of China. This precipitated Japanese withdrawal from the League. The Manchukuoan state ceased to exist after the Soviet invasion of Manchuria[image: External link] in 1945.
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 Philippines (Second Republic)




Main article: Japanese occupation of the Philippines[image: External link]


After the surrender[image: External link] of the Filipino and American forces in Bataan Peninsula[image: External link] and Corregidor Island[image: External link], the Japanese established a puppet state in the Philippines in 1942.[138] The following year, the Philippine National Assembly[image: External link] declared the Philippines an independent Republic[image: External link] and elected José Laurel[image: External link] as its President[image: External link].[139] There was never widespread civilian support for the state, largely because of the general anti-Japanese sentiment[image: External link] stemming from atrocities committed by the Imperial Japanese Army.[140] The Second Philippine Republic ended with Japanese surrender in 1945, and Laurel was arrested and charged with treason by the US government. He was granted amnesty by President Manuel Roxas[image: External link], and remained active in politics, ultimately winning a seat in the post-war Senate[image: External link].
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 Vietnam (Empire of Vietnam)




The Empire of Vietnam[image: External link] was a short-lived Japanese puppet state that lasted from 11 March to 23 August 1945.

When the Japanese seized control of French Indochina[image: External link], they allowed Vichy French administrators to remain in nominal control. This French rule ended on 9 March 1945, when the Japanese officially took control of the government. Soon after, Emperor Bảo Đại[image: External link] voided the 1884 treaty with France and Trần Trọng Kim[image: External link], a historian, became prime minister.

The state suffered through the Vietnamese Famine of 1945[image: External link] and replaced French-speaking[image: External link] schools with Vietnamese language[image: External link] schools, taught by Vietnamese scholars.
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 Italian




Italy occupied several nations and set up clients in those regions to carry out administrative tasks and maintain order.
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 Monaco




The Principality of Monaco[image: External link] was officially neutral during the war. The population of the country was largely of Italian descent and sympathized with Italy. Its prince was a close friend of the Vichy French leader, Marshal Philippe Pétain, an Axis collaborator. A fascist regime was established under the nominal rule of the prince when the Italian Fourth Army occupied the country on November 10, 1942 as a part of Case Anton[image: External link]. Monaco's military forces, consisting primarily of police and palace guards, collaborated with the Italians during the occupation. German troops occupied Monaco in 1943, and Monaco was liberated by Allied forces in 1944.
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 German




The collaborationist administrations of German-occupied countries in Europe had varying degrees of autonomy, and not all of them qualified as fully recognized sovereign states[image: External link]. The General Government[image: External link] in occupied Poland[image: External link] was a German administration, not a Polish government. In occupied Norway[image: External link], the National Government[image: External link] headed by Vidkun Quisling[image: External link] – whose name came to symbolize pro-Axis collaboration[image: External link] in several languages – was subordinate to the Reichskommissariat Norwegen[image: External link]. It was never allowed to have any armed forces, be a recognized military partner, or have autonomy of any kind. In the occupied Netherlands[image: External link], Anton Mussert[image: External link] was given the symbolic title of "Führer of the Netherlands' people". His National Socialist Movement[image: External link] formed a cabinet assisting the German administration, but was never recognized as a real Dutch government. The following list of German client states includes only those entities that were officially considered to be independent countries allied with Germany. They were under varying degrees of German influence and control, but were not ruled directly by Germans.
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 Albania (under German control)




Main article: Albanian Kingdom (1943–1944)[image: External link]


After the Italian armistice, a vacuum of power opened up in Albania[image: External link]. The Italian occupying forces were rendered largely powerless, as the National Liberation Movement[image: External link] took control of the south and the National Front (Balli Kombëtar[image: External link]) took control of the north. Albanians in the Italian army joined the guerrilla forces. In September 1943 the guerrillas moved to take the capital of Tirana[image: External link], but German paratroopers dropped into the city. Soon after the battle, the German High Command announced that they would recognize the independence of a greater Albania[image: External link]. They organized an Albanian government, police, and military in collaboration with the Balli Kombëtar. The Germans did not exert heavy control over Albania's administration, but instead attempted to gain popular appeal by giving their political partners what they wanted. Several Balli Kombëtar leaders held positions in the regime. The joint forces incorporated Kosovo, western Macedonia, southern Montenegro, and Presevo into the Albanian state. A High Council of Regency was created to carry out the functions of a head of state, while the government was headed mainly by Albanian conservative politicians. Albania was the only European country occupied by the Axis powers that ended World War II with a larger Jewish population than before the war.[141] The Albanian government had refused to hand over their Jewish population. They provided Jewish families with forged documents and helped them disperse in the Albanian population.[142] Albania was completely liberated on November 29, 1944.
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 Italy (Italian Social Republic)




Main article: Italian Social Republic[image: External link]


Italian Fascist leader Benito Mussolini[image: External link] formed the Italian Social Republic (Repubblica Sociale Italiana in Italian[image: External link]) on 23 September 1943, succeeding the Kingdom of Italy as a member of the Axis.

Mussolini had been removed from office and arrested by King Victor Emmanuel III on 25 July 1943. After the Italian armistice, in a raid[image: External link] led by German paratrooper Otto Skorzeny[image: External link], Mussolini was rescued from arrest.

Once restored to power, Mussolini declared that Italy was a republic[image: External link] and that he was the new head of state. He was subject to German control for the duration of the war.
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 Slovakia (Tiso regime)




See also: Slovak invasion of Poland (1939)[image: External link]


The Slovak Republic[image: External link] under President Josef Tiso[image: External link] signed the Tripartite Pact on 24 November 1940.

Slovakia had been closely aligned with Germany almost immediately from its declaration of independence from Czechoslovakia on 14 March 1939. Slovakia entered into a treaty of protection with Germany on 23 March 1939.

Slovak troops joined the German invasion of Poland, having interest in Spiš[image: External link] and Orava[image: External link]. Those two regions, along with Cieszyn Silesia[image: External link], had been disputed[image: External link] between Poland and Czechoslovakia since 1918. The Poles fully annexed them following the Munich Agreement[image: External link]. After the invasion of Poland, Slovakia reclaimed control of those territories.

Slovakia invaded Poland alongside German forces, contributing 50,000 men at this stage of the war.

Slovakia declared war on the Soviet Union in 1941 and signed the revived Anti-Comintern Pact in 1941. Slovak troops fought on Germany's Eastern Front, furnishing Germany with two divisions totaling 80,000 men. Slovakia declared war on the United Kingdom and the United States in 1942.

Slovakia was spared German military occupation until the Slovak National Uprising[image: External link], which began on 29 August 1944, and was almost immediately crushed by the Waffen SS and Slovak troops loyal to Josef Tiso.

After the war, Tiso was executed and Slovakia once again became part of Czechoslovakia. The border with Poland was shifted back to the pre-war state. Slovakia and the Czech Republic finally separated into independent states in 1993.
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 Joint German-Italian client states
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 Croatia (Independent State of Croatia)




Main article: Independent State of Croatia[image: External link]


Not to be confused with Federal State of Croatia[image: External link].

On 10 April 1941, the Independent State of Croatia (Nezavisna Država Hrvatska, or NDH) declared itself a member of the Axis, co-signing the Tripartite Pact. The NDH remained a member of the Axis until the end of Second World War, its forces fighting for Germany even after its territory had been overrun by Yugoslav Partisans[image: External link]. On 16 April 1941, Ante Pavelić[image: External link], a Croatian nationalist and one of the founders of the Ustaše[image: External link] ("Croatian Liberation Movement"), was proclaimed Poglavnik[image: External link] (leader) of the new regime.

Initially the Ustaše had been heavily influenced by Italy. They were actively supported by Mussolini's Fascist regime in Italy, which gave the movement training grounds to prepare for war against Yugoslavia, as well as accepting Pavelić as an exile and allowing him to reside in Rome. Italy intended to use the movement to destroy Yugoslavia, which would allow Italy to expand its power through the Adriatic. Hitler did not want to engage in a war in the Balkans until the Soviet Union was defeated. The Italian occupation of Greece was not going well; Mussolini wanted Germany to invade Yugoslavia to save the Italian forces in Greece. Hitler reluctantly agreed; Yugoslavia was invaded and the Independent State of Croatia was created. Pavelić led a delegation to Rome and offered the crown of Croatia to an Italian prince of the House of Savoy, who was crowned Tomislav II[image: External link], King of Croatia, Prince of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Voivode of Dalmatia, Tuzla[image: External link] and Knin, Prince of Cisterna[image: External link] and of Belriguardo, Marquess of Voghera[image: External link], and Count of Ponderano[image: External link]. The next day, Pavelić signed the Contracts of Rome with Mussolini, ceding Dalmatia to Italy and fixing the permanent borders between the NDH and Italy. Italian armed forces were allowed to control all of the coastline of the NDH, effectively giving Italy total control of the Adriatic coastline.

However, strong German influence began to be asserted soon after the NDH was founded. When the King of Italy ousted Mussolini from power and Italy capitulated, the NDH became completely under German influence.

The platform of the Ustaše movement proclaimed that Croatians had been oppressed by the Serb-dominated Kingdom of Yugoslavia, and that Croatians deserved to have an independent nation after years of domination by foreign empires. The Ustaše perceived Serbs to be racially inferior to Croats and saw them as infiltrators who were occupying Croatian lands. They saw the extermination of Serbs as necessary to racially purify Croatia. While part of Yugoslavia, many Croatian nationalists violently opposed the Serb-dominated Yugoslav monarchy, and assassinated Alexander I of Yugoslavia[image: External link], together with the Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization[image: External link]. The regime enjoyed support amongst radical Croatian nationalists. Ustashe forces fought against communist Yugoslav Partisan guerrilla throughout the war.

Upon coming to power, Pavelić formed the Croatian Home Guard (Hrvatsko domobranstvo) as the official military force of the NDH. Originally authorized at 16,000 men, it grew to a peak fighting force of 130,000. The Croatian Home Guard included an air force and navy, although its navy was restricted in size by the Contracts of Rome. In addition to the Croatian Home Guard, Pavelić was also the supreme commander of the Ustaše militia[image: External link], although all NDH military units were generally under the command of the German or Italian formations in their area of operations.

The Ustaše government declared war on the Soviet Union, signed the Anti-Comintern Pact of 1941, and sent troops to Germany's Eastern Front. Ustaše militia were garrisoned in the Balkans, battling the communist partisans.

The Ustaše government applied racial laws on Serbs, Jews, and Romani people[image: External link], and after June 1941 deported them to the Jasenovac concentration camp[image: External link] or to German camps in Poland. The racial laws were enforced by the Ustaše militia. The exact number of victims of the Ustaše regime is uncertain due to the destruction of documents and varying numbers given by historians. According to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC, between 320,000 and 340,000 Serbs were killed in the NDH.[143]

The Ustaše never had widespread support among the population of the NDH. Their own estimates put the number of sympathizers, even in the early phase, at around 40,000 out of total population of 7 million. However, they were able to rely on the passive acceptance of much of the Croat population of the NDH.
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 Greece




Main article: Axis occupation of Greece[image: External link]


Following the German invasion[image: External link] of Greece and the flight of the Greek government[image: External link] to Crete and then Egypt, the Hellenic State[image: External link] was formed in May 1941 as a puppet state of both Italy and Germany. Initially, Italy had wished to annex Greece, but was pressured by Germany to avoid civil unrest such as had occurred in Bulgarian-annexed areas. The result was Italy accepting the creation of a puppet regime with the support of Germany. Italy had been assured by Hitler of a primary role in Greece. Most of the country was held by Italian forces, but strategic locations (Central Macedonia[image: External link], the islands of the northeastern Aegean, most of Crete[image: External link], and parts of Attica[image: External link]) were held by the Germans, who seized most of the country's economic assets and effectively controlled the collaborationist government. The puppet regime never commanded any real authority, and did not gain the allegiance of the people. It was somewhat successful in preventing secessionist movements like the Vlach "Roman Legion"[image: External link] from establishing themselves. By mid-1943, the Greek Resistance[image: External link] had liberated large parts of the mountainous interior ("Free Greece"), setting up a separate administration there. After the Italian armistice, the Italian occupation zone was taken over by the German armed forces, who remained in charge of the country until their withdrawal in autumn 1944. In some Aegean islands, German garrisons were left behind, and surrendered only after the end of the war.
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 Controversial cases




See also: Foreign relations of the Axis powers[image: External link]


States listed in this section were not officially members of the Axis, but at some point during the war engaged in cooperation with one or more Axis members on level that makes their neutrality disputable.
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 Denmark




Main article: Occupation of Denmark[image: External link]


Denmark was occupied by Germany after April 1940 but never joined the Axis. On 31 May 1939, Denmark and Germany signed a treaty of non-aggression, which did not contain any military obligations for either party.[144] On April 9, Germany attacked Scandinavia[image: External link], and the speed of the German invasion of Denmark prevented King Christian X[image: External link] and the Danish government from going into exile. They had to accept "protection by the Reich" and the stationing of German forces in exchange for nominal independence. Denmark coordinated its foreign policy with Germany, extending diplomatic recognition to Axis collaborator and puppet regimes, and breaking diplomatic relations with the Allied governments-in-exile. Denmark broke diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union and signed the Anti-Comintern Pact in 1941.[145] However the United States and Britain ignored Denmark and worked with Denmark's ambassadors when it came to dealings about using Iceland, Greenland, and the Danish merchant fleet against Germany.[146][147]

In 1941 Danish Nazis set up the Frikorps Danmark[image: External link]. Thousands of volunteers fought and many died as part of the German Army on the Eastern Front. Denmark sold agricultural and industrial products to Germany and made loans for armaments and fortifications. The German presence in Denmark, including the construction of the Danish paid for part of the Atlantic Wall[image: External link] fortifications and was never reimbursed.

The Danish protectorate government lasted until 29 August 1943, when the cabinet resigned after the regularly scheduled and largely free[image: External link] election concluding the Folketing[image: External link]'s current term. The Germans imposed martial law[image: External link], and Danish collaboration continued on an administrative level, with the Danish bureaucracy functioning under German command[image: External link]. The Danish navy[image: External link] scuttled 32 of its larger ships; Germany seized 64 ships and later raised and refitted 15 of the sunken vessels.[148][149] 13 warships escaped to Sweden and formed a Danish naval flotilla in exile. Sweden allowed formation of a Danish military brigade in exile; it did not see combat.[150] The resistance movement was active in sabotage and issuing underground newspapers and blacklists of collaborators.[151]
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 Soviet Union




See also: Soviet-German relations before 1941[image: External link], German–Soviet Axis talks[image: External link], and Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact[image: External link]


Relations between the Soviet Union and the major Axis powers were generally hostile before 1938. In the Spanish Civil War[image: External link], the Soviet Union gave military aid to the Second Spanish Republic[image: External link], against Spanish Nationalist[image: External link] forces, which were assisted by Germany and Italy. However, the Nationalist forces were victorious. The Soviets suffered another political defeat when their ally Czechoslovakia was partitioned and taken over by Germany in 1938-39. In 1938 and 1939, the USSR fought and defeated Japan in two separate border conflicts, at Lake Khasan[image: External link] and Khalkhin Gol[image: External link]. The latter was a major Soviet victory that led the Japanese Army to avoid war with the Soviets and instead call for expansion south.

In 1939 the Soviet Union considered forming an alliance with either Britain and France[image: External link] or with Germany.[152][153] When negotiations with Britain and France failed, they turned to Germany and signed the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact in August 1939. Germany was now freed from the risk of war with the Soviets, and was assured a supply of oil. This included a secret protocol whereby the independent countries of Finland, Estonia[image: External link], Latvia[image: External link], Lithuania[image: External link], Poland, and Romania were divided into spheres of interest[image: External link] of the parties.[68] The Soviet Union had been forced to cede Western Belarus[image: External link] and Western Ukraine[image: External link] to Poland after losing the Soviet-Polish War[image: External link] of 1919–1921, and the Soviet Union sought to regain those territories.[56]

On 1 September, barely a week after the pact had been signed, Germany invaded Poland[image: External link]. The Soviet Union invaded Poland from the east[image: External link] on 17 September and on 28 September signed a secret treaty with Nazi Germany to arrange coordination of fighting against Polish resistance. The Soviets targeted intelligence, entrepreneurs, and officers, committing a string of atrocities that culminated in the Katyn massacre[image: External link] and mass relocation to the Gulag[image: External link] in Siberia.[154]

Soon thereafter, the Soviet Union occupied the Baltic countries[image: External link] of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania,[155][156] and annexed Bessarabia[image: External link] and Northern Bukovina[image: External link] from Romania. The Soviet Union attacked Finland on 30 November 1939, which started the Winter War[image: External link].[157] Finnish defences prevented an all-out invasion, resulting in an interim peace[image: External link], but Finland was forced to cede strategically important border areas near Leningrad[image: External link].

The Soviet Union provided material support to Germany in the war effort against Western Europe through a pair of commercial agreements, the first[image: External link] in 1939 and the second[image: External link] in 1940, which involved exports of raw materials ( phosphates[image: External link], chromium[image: External link] and iron ore[image: External link], mineral oil[image: External link], grain, cotton, and rubber). These and other export goods transported through Soviet and occupied Polish territories allowed Germany to circumvent the British naval blockade.

In October and November 1940, German-Soviet talks[image: External link] about the potential of joining the Axis took place in Berlin.[158][159] Joseph Stalin[image: External link] later personally countered with a separate proposal in a letter on 25 November that contained several secret protocols, including that "the area south of Batum[image: External link] and Baku[image: External link] in the general direction of the Persian Gulf[image: External link] is recognized as the center of aspirations of the Soviet Union", referring to an area approximating present day Iraq and Iran, and a Soviet claim to Bulgaria.[159][160] Hitler never responded to Stalin's letter.[161][162] Shortly thereafter, Hitler issued a secret directive on the invasion of the Soviet Union.[160][163]

Germany ended the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact by invading the Soviet Union in Operation Barbarossa[image: External link] on 22 June 1941.[69] That resulted in the Soviet Union becoming one of the main members of the Allies.

Germany then revived its Anti-Comintern Pact, enlisting many European and Asian countries in opposition to the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union and Japan remained neutral towards each other for most of the war by the Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact[image: External link]. The Soviet Union ended the Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact by invading Manchukuo[image: External link] on 8 August 1945, due to agreements reached at the Yalta Conference[image: External link] with Roosevelt and Churchill.
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 Spain




Main article: Spain in World War II[image: External link]


Caudillo Francisco Franco's[image: External link] Spanish State[image: External link] gave moral, economic, and military assistance to the Axis powers, while nominally maintaining neutrality. Franco described Spain as a member of the Axis and signed the Anti-Comintern Pact[image: External link] in 1941 with Hitler and Mussolini. Members of the ruling Falange[image: External link] party in Spain held irredentist designs on Gibraltar[image: External link].[164] Falangists also supported Spanish colonial acquisition of Tangier[image: External link], French Morocco[image: External link] and northwestern French Algeria[image: External link].[165] In addition, Spain held ambitions on former Spanish colonies in Latin America.[166] In June 1940 the Spanish government approached Germany to propose an alliance in exchange for Germany recognizing Spain's territorial aims: the annexation of the Oran[image: External link] province of Algeria[image: External link], the incorporation of all Morocco[image: External link], the extension of Spanish Sahara[image: External link] southward to the twentieth parallel, and the incorporation of French Cameroons[image: External link] into Spanish Guinea[image: External link].[167] Spain invaded and occupied the Tangier[image: External link] International Zone, maintaining its occupation until 1945.[167] The occupation caused a dispute between Britain and Spain in November 1940; Spain conceded to protect British rights in the area and promised not to fortify the area.[167] The Spanish government secretly held expansionist plans towards Portugal that it made known to the German government. In a communiqué with Germany on 26 May 1942, Franco declared that Portugal should be annexed into Spain.[168]

Franco had previously won the Spanish Civil War[image: External link] with the help of Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. Both were eager to establish another fascist state in Europe. Spain owed Germany over $212 million[citation needed[image: External link]] for supplies of matériel[image: External link] during the Spanish Civil War, and Italian combat troops had actually fought in Spain on the side of Franco's Nationalists.

From 1940 to 1941, Franco endorsed a Latin Bloc of Italy, Vichy France, Spain, and Portugal, with support from the Vatican in order to balance the countries' powers to that of Germany.[101] Franco discussed the Latin Bloc alliance with Pétain of Vichy France in Montpellier[image: External link], France in 1940, and with Mussolini in Bordighera[image: External link], Italy.[101]

When Germany invaded the Soviet Union in 1941, Franco immediately offered to form a unit of military volunteers to join the invasion. This was accepted by Hitler and, within two weeks, there were more than enough volunteers to form a division – the Blue Division[image: External link] (División Azul) under General Agustín Muñoz Grandes[image: External link].

The possibility of Spanish intervention in World War II was of concern to the United States, which investigated the activities of Spain's ruling Falange party in Latin America, especially Puerto Rico[image: External link], where pro-Falange and pro-Franco sentiment was high, even amongst the ruling upper classes.[169] The Falangists promoted the idea of supporting Spain's former colonies in fighting against American domination.[166] Prior to the outbreak of war, support for Franco and the Falange was high in the Philippines.[170] The Falange Exterior, the international department of the Falange, collaborated with Japanese forces against U.S. and Filipino forces in the Philippines[image: External link] through the Philippine Falange[image: External link].[171]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Vichy France




Main article: Vichy France[image: External link]


Although officially neutral, Marshal Philippe Pétain[image: External link]'s "Vichy regime"[image: External link] collaborated with the Axis from June 1940. It retained full control of the non-occupied part of France[image: External link] until November 1942 - when the whole of France was occupied by Germany - and of a large part of France's colonial empire[image: External link], until the colonies gradually fell under Free French[image: External link] control.

The German invasion army entered Paris on 14 June 1940, following the battle of France[image: External link]. Pétain became the last Prime Minister of the French Third Republic[image: External link] on 16 June 1940. He sued for peace with Germany and on 22 June 1940, the Vichy government concluded an armistice[image: External link] with Hitler. Under the terms of the agreement, Germany occupied two-thirds[image: External link] of France, including Paris. Pétain was permitted to keep an "armistice army" of 100,000 men within the unoccupied southern zone. This number included neither the army based in the French colonial empire[image: External link] nor the French fleet. In Africa the Vichy regime was permitted to maintain 127,000.[172] The French also maintained substantial garrisons at the French-mandated territory of Syria[image: External link] and Greater Lebanon[image: External link], the French colony of Madagascar[image: External link], and in French Somaliland[image: External link]. Some members of the Vichy government pushed for closer cooperation, but they were rebuffed by Pétain. Neither did Hitler accept that France could ever become a full military partner,[173] and constantly prevented the buildup of Vichy's military strength.

After the armistice, relations between the Vichy French and the British quickly worsened. Fearful that the powerful French fleet might fall into German hands, the British launched several naval attacks, the most notable of which was against the Algerian harbour of Mers el-Kebir[image: External link] on 3 July 1940. Though Churchill defended his controversial decision to attack the French Fleet, the action deteriorated greatly the relations between France and Britain. German propaganda trumpeted these attacks as an absolute betrayal of the French people by their former allies.

On 10 July 1940, Pétain was given emergency "full powers" by a majority vote of the French National Assembly[image: External link]. The following day approval of the new constitution by the Assembly effectively created the French State[image: External link] (l'État Français), replacing the French Republic with the government unofficially called "Vichy France," after the resort town of Vichy[image: External link], where Pétain maintained his seat of government. This continued to be recognised as the lawful government of France by the neutral United States until 1942, while the United Kingdom had recognised de Gaulle's government-in-exile in London[image: External link]. Racial laws were introduced in France and its colonies and many French Jews[image: External link] were deported to Germany. Albert Lebrun[image: External link], last President of the Republic, did not resign from the presidential office when he moved to Vizille[image: External link] on 10 July 1940. By 25 April 1945, during Pétain's trial, Lebrun argued that he thought he would be able to return to power after the fall of Germany, since he had not resigned.[174]

In September 1940, Vichy France was forced to allow Japan to occupy French Indochina[image: External link], a federation of French colonial possessions and protectorates encompassing modern day Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. The Vichy regime continued to administer them under Japanese military occupation. French Indochina[image: External link] was the base for the Japanese invasions of Thailand[image: External link], Malaya[image: External link], and the Dutch East Indies[image: External link]. In 1945, under Japanese sponsorship[image: External link], the Empire of Vietnam[image: External link] and the Kingdom of Kampuchea[image: External link] were proclaimed as Japanese puppet states.

On 26 September 1940, de Gaulle led an attack by Allied forces on the Vichy port of Dakar[image: External link] in French West Africa[image: External link]. Forces loyal to Pétain fired on de Gaulle and repulsed the attack after two days of heavy fighting, drawing Vichy France closer to Germany.

During the Anglo–Iraqi War[image: External link] of May 1941, Vichy France allowed Germany and Italy to use air bases in the French mandate of Syria[image: External link] to support the Iraqi revolt. British and Free French forces attacked later Syria and Lebanon in June–July 1941[image: External link], and in 1942 Allied forces took over French Madagascar[image: External link]. More and more colonies abandoned Vichy, joining the Free French territories of French Equatorial Africa[image: External link], Polynesia[image: External link], New Caledonia[image: External link] and others who had sided with de Gaulle from the start[image: External link].

In November 1942 Vichy French troops briefly resisted the landing of Allied troops in French North Africa[image: External link] for a couple of days, until Admiral François Darlan[image: External link] negotiated a local ceasefire with the Allies. In response to the landings, Axis troops invaded[image: External link] the non-occupied zone in southern France and ended Vichy France as an entity with any kind of autonomy; it then became a puppet government for the occupied territories.

In June 1943, the formerly Vichy-loyal colonial authorities in French North Africa[image: External link] led by Henri Giraud[image: External link] came to an agreement with the Free French[image: External link] to merge with their own interim regime with the French National Committee[image: External link] (Comité Français National, CFN) to form a provisional government[image: External link] in Algiers[image: External link], known as the French Committee of National Liberation[image: External link] (Comité Français de Libération Nationale, CFLN) initially led by Darlan. After his assassination De Gaulle emerged as the uncontested French leader. The CFLN raised more troops and re-organised, re-trained and re-equipped the Free French military, in cooperation with Allied forces in preparation of future operations against Italy[image: External link] and the German Atlantic wall[image: External link].

In 1943 the Milice[image: External link], a paramilitary force which had been founded by Vichy, was subordinated to the Germans and assisted them in rounding up opponents and Jews, as well as fighting the French Resistance[image: External link]. The Germans recruited volunteers in units independent of Vichy. Partly as a result of the great animosity of many right-wingers against the pre-war Front Populaire[image: External link], volunteers joined the German forces in their anti-communist crusade against the USSR. Almost 7,000 joined Légion des Volontaires Français[image: External link] (LVF) from 1941 to 1944. The LVF then formed the cadre of the Waffen-SS Division Charlemagne[image: External link] in 1944-1945, with a maximum strength of some 7,500. Both the LVF and the Division Charlemagne fought on the eastern front.

Deprived of any military assets, territory or resources, the members of the Vichy government continued to fulfil their role as German puppets, being quasi-prisoners in the so-called "Sigmaringen enclave"[image: External link] in a castle in Baden-Württemberg at the end of the war in May 1945.
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 German, Japanese and Italian World War II cooperation
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 German-Japanese Axis-cooperation




Main article: German-Japanese relations § WWII[image: External link]
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 Germany's and Italy's declaration of war against the United States




On 7 December 1941, Japan attacked the naval bases in Pearl Harbor[image: External link], Hawaii. According to the stipulation of the Tripartite Pact, Nazi Germany was required to come to the defense of her allies only if they were attacked. Since Japan had made the first move, Germany and Italy were not obliged to aid her until the United States counterattacked. Nevertheless, Hitler ordered the Reichstag[image: External link] to formally declare war on the United States[image: External link].[175] Italy also declared war[image: External link].

Historian Ian Kershaw[image: External link] suggests that this declaration of war against the United States was a serious blunder made by Germany, as it allowed the United States to join the war without any limitation.[176] On the other hand, American destroyers escorting convoys had already been de facto at war for months[image: External link] with German U-boats in the Atlantic, and the immediate war declaration made the Second Happy Time[image: External link] possible for U-boats.[177] The US had officially abandoned its neutral stance in March 1941 with the beginning of Lend-Lease[image: External link]. Americans played a key role in financing and supplying the Allies, in the strategic bombardment of Germany, and in the final invasion of the continent.
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World War II (often abbreviated to WWII or WW2), also known as the Second World War, was a global war[image: External link] that lasted from 1939 to 1945, although related conflicts began earlier. It involved the vast majority of the world's countries[image: External link]—including all of the great powers[image: External link]—eventually forming two opposing military alliances[image: External link]: the Allies and the Axis. It was the most widespread war in history, and directly involved more than 100 million people from over 30 countries. In a state of "total war[image: External link]", the major participants threw their entire economic, industrial, and scientific capabilities behind the war effort[image: External link], erasing the distinction between civilian and military resources. Marked by mass deaths of civilians, including the Holocaust[image: External link] (in which approximately 11 million people were killed)[1][2] and the strategic bombing of industrial and population centres[image: External link] (in which approximately one million were killed, and which included the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki[image: External link]),[3] it resulted in an estimated 50 million to 85 million fatalities[image: External link]. These made World War II the deadliest conflict[image: External link] in human history[image: External link].[4]

The Empire of Japan aimed to dominate Asia[image: External link] and the Pacific[image: External link] and was already at war[image: External link] with the Republic of China[image: External link] in 1937,[5] but the world war is generally said to have begun on 1 September 1939[6] with the invasion[image: External link] of Poland[image: External link] by Nazi Germany and subsequent declarations of war on Germany by France[image: External link] and the United Kingdom[image: External link]. Supplied by the Soviet Union[image: External link], from late 1939 to early 1941, in a series of campaigns and treaties[image: External link], Germany conquered or controlled much of continental Europe, and formed the Axis alliance with Italy[image: External link] and Japan. Under the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact[image: External link] of August 1939, Germany and the Soviet Union[image: External link] partitioned and annexed territories of their European neighbours, Poland[image: External link], Finland[image: External link], Romania[image: External link] and the Baltic states[image: External link]. The war continued primarily between the European Axis powers and the coalition of the United Kingdom and the British Commonwealth[image: External link], with campaigns including the North Africa[image: External link] and East Africa[image: External link] campaigns, the aerial Battle of Britain[image: External link], the Blitz bombing campaign[image: External link], the Balkan Campaign[image: External link] as well as the long-running Battle of the Atlantic[image: External link]. On 22 June 1941, the European Axis powers launched an invasion of the Soviet Union[image: External link], opening the largest land theatre of war in history[image: External link], which trapped the major part of the Axis military forces into a war of attrition[image: External link]. In December 1941, Japan attacked the United States and European colonies[image: External link] in the Pacific Ocean, and quickly conquered much of the Western Pacific.

The Axis advance halted in 1942 when Japan lost the critical Battle of Midway[image: External link], near Hawaii[image: External link], and Germany was defeated in North Africa[image: External link] and then, decisively, at Stalingrad[image: External link] in the Soviet Union. In 1943, with a series of German defeats on the Eastern Front[image: External link], the Allied invasion of Sicily[image: External link] and the Allied invasion of Italy[image: External link] which brought about Italian surrender, and Allied victories in the Pacific, the Axis lost the initiative and undertook strategic retreat on all fronts. In 1944, the Western Allies invaded German-occupied France[image: External link], while the Soviet Union regained all of its territorial losses and invaded Germany and its allies. During 1944 and 1945 the Japanese suffered major reverses in mainland Asia in South[image: External link] Central China[image: External link] and Burma[image: External link], while the Allies crippled the Japanese Navy[image: External link] and captured key Western Pacific islands.

The war in Europe concluded with an invasion of Germany[image: External link] by the Western Allies and the Soviet Union, culminating in the capture of Berlin[image: External link] by Soviet troops and the subsequent German unconditional surrender[image: External link] on 8 May 1945[image: External link]. Following the Potsdam Declaration[image: External link] by the Allies on 26 July 1945 and the refusal of Japan to surrender under its terms, the United States dropped atomic bombs[image: External link] on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima[image: External link] and Nagasaki[image: External link] on 6 August and 9 August respectively. With an invasion of the Japanese archipelago[image: External link] imminent, the possibility of additional atomic bombings, and the Soviet Union's declaration of war on Japan[image: External link] and invasion of Manchuria[image: External link], Japan surrendered[image: External link] on 15 August 1945. Thus ended the war in Asia, cementing the total victory of the Allies.

World War II altered the political alignment and social structure of the world. The United Nations[image: External link] (UN) was established to foster international co-operation and prevent future conflicts. The victorious great powers[image: External link]—the United States, the Soviet Union, China, the United Kingdom, and France—became the permanent members[image: External link] of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link].[7] The Soviet Union and the United States emerged as rival superpowers[image: External link], setting the stage for the Cold War[image: External link], which lasted for the next 46 years. Meanwhile, the influence of European great powers waned, while the decolonisation of Asia[image: External link] and Africa[image: External link] began. Most countries whose industries had been damaged moved towards economic recovery[image: External link]. Political integration, especially in Europe[image: External link], emerged as an effort to end pre-war enmities and to create a common identity.[8]
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The start of the war in Europe is generally held to be 1 September 1939,[9][10] beginning with the German invasion of Poland[image: External link]; Britain and France declared war on Germany two days later. The dates for the beginning of war in the Pacific include the start of the Second Sino-Japanese War[image: External link] on 7 July 1937,[11][12] or even the Japanese invasion of Manchuria[image: External link] on 19 September 1931.[13][14]

Others follow the British historian A. J. P. Taylor[image: External link], who held that the Sino-Japanese War and war in Europe and its colonies occurred simultaneously and the two wars merged in 1941. This article uses the conventional dating. Other starting dates sometimes used for World War II include the Italian invasion of Abyssinia[image: External link] on 3 October 1935.[15] The British historian Antony Beevor[image: External link] views the beginning of World War II as the Battles of Khalkhin Gol[image: External link] fought between Japan and the forces of Mongolia[image: External link] and the Soviet Union from May to September 1939.[16]

The exact date of the war's end is also not universally agreed upon. It was generally accepted at the time that the war ended with the armistice[image: External link] of 14 August 1945 (V-J Day[image: External link]), rather than the formal surrender of Japan (2 September 1945). A peace treaty with Japan[image: External link] was signed in 1951 to formally tie up any loose ends such as compensation to be paid to Allied prisoners of war who had been victims of atrocities.[17] A treaty regarding Germany's future[image: External link] allowed the reunification of East and West Germany[image: External link] to take place in 1990 and resolved other post-World War II issues.[18]
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Main article: Causes of World War II[image: External link]
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World War I[image: External link] had radically altered the political[image: External link] European map, with the defeat of the Central Powers[image: External link]—including Austria-Hungary[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], Bulgaria[image: External link] and the Ottoman Empire[image: External link]—and the 1917 Bolshevik[image: External link] seizure of power[image: External link] in Russia[image: External link], which eventually led to the founding of the Soviet Union[image: External link]. Meanwhile, the victorious Allies of World War I[image: External link], such as France, Belgium, Italy, Greece and Romania, gained territory, and new nation-states[image: External link] were created out of the collapse of Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman and Russian Empires[image: External link].

To prevent a future world war, the League of Nations[image: External link] was created during the 1919 Paris Peace Conference[image: External link]. The organisation's primary goals were to prevent armed conflict through collective security[image: External link], military and naval disarmament[image: External link], and settling international disputes through peaceful negotiations and arbitration.

Despite strong pacifist[image: External link] sentiment after World War I[image: External link],[19] its aftermath still caused irredentist[image: External link] and revanchist[image: External link] nationalism[image: External link] in several European states. These sentiments were especially marked in Germany because of the significant territorial, colonial, and financial losses incurred by the Treaty of Versailles[image: External link]. Under the treaty, Germany lost around 13 per cent of its home territory and all of its overseas possessions[image: External link], while German annexation of other states was prohibited, reparations[image: External link] were imposed, and limits were placed on the size and capability of the country's armed forces[image: External link].[20]

The German Empire was dissolved in the German Revolution of 1918–1919[image: External link], and a democratic government, later known as the Weimar Republic[image: External link], was created. The interwar period saw strife between supporters of the new republic and hardline opponents on both the right[image: External link] and left[image: External link]. Italy, as an Entente ally, had made some post-war territorial gains; however, Italian nationalists were angered that the promises made[image: External link] by Britain and France to secure Italian entrance into the war were not fulfilled in the peace settlement. From 1922 to 1925, the Fascist[image: External link] movement led by Benito Mussolini[image: External link] seized power in Italy with a nationalist, totalitarian[image: External link], and class collaborationist[image: External link] agenda that abolished representative democracy, repressed socialist, left-wing and liberal forces, and pursued an aggressive expansionist foreign policy aimed at making Italy a world power[image: External link], promising the creation of a "New Roman Empire[image: External link]".[21]

Adolf Hitler, after an unsuccessful attempt to overthrow the German government[image: External link] in 1923, eventually became the Chancellor of Germany in 1933[image: External link]. He abolished democracy, espousing a radical, racially motivated revision of the world order[image: External link], and soon began a massive rearmament campaign[image: External link].[22] It was at this time that political scientists began to predict that a second Great War might take place.[23][ page needed[image: External link]] Meanwhile, France, to secure its alliance, allowed Italy a free hand in Ethiopia[image: External link], which Italy desired as a colonial possession. The situation was aggravated in early 1935 when the Territory of the Saar Basin[image: External link] was legally reunited with Germany and Hitler repudiated the Treaty of Versailles, accelerated his rearmament programme, and introduced conscription[image: External link].[24]

To contain Germany, the United Kingdom, France and Italy formed the Stresa Front[image: External link] in April 1935; however, that June, the United Kingdom made an independent naval agreement[image: External link] with Germany, easing prior restrictions. The Soviet Union, concerned by Germany's goals of capturing vast areas of Eastern Europe[image: External link], drafted a treaty of mutual assistance with France. Before taking effect though, the Franco-Soviet pact[image: External link] was required to go through the bureaucracy of the League of Nations, which rendered it essentially toothless.[25] The United States, concerned with events in Europe and Asia, passed the Neutrality Act[image: External link] in August of the same year.[26]

Hitler defied the Versailles and Locarno treaties[image: External link] by remilitarising[image: External link] the Rhineland[image: External link] in March 1936, encountering little opposition.[27] In October 1936, Germany and Italy formed the Rome–Berlin Axis[image: External link]. A month later, Germany and Japan signed the Anti-Comintern Pact[image: External link], which Italy would join in the following year.
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The Kuomintang[image: External link] (KMT) party in China launched a unification campaign[image: External link] against regional warlords[image: External link] and nominally unified China in the mid-1920s, but was soon embroiled in a civil war[image: External link] against its former Chinese Communist Party[image: External link] allies[28] and new regional warlords[image: External link] . In 1931, an increasingly militaristic[image: External link] Empire of Japan, which had long sought influence in China[29] as the first step of what its government saw as the country's right to rule Asia[image: External link], used the Mukden Incident[image: External link] as a pretext to launch an invasion of Manchuria[image: External link] and establish the puppet state[image: External link] of Manchukuo[image: External link].[30]

Too weak to resist Japan, China appealed to the League of Nations[image: External link] for help. Japan withdrew from the League of Nations after being condemned[image: External link] for its incursion into Manchuria. The two nations then fought several battles, in Shanghai[image: External link], Rehe[image: External link] and Hebei[image: External link], until the Tanggu Truce[image: External link] was signed in 1933. Thereafter, Chinese volunteer forces continued the resistance to Japanese aggression in Manchuria[image: External link], and Chahar and Suiyuan[image: External link].[31] After the 1936 Xi'an Incident[image: External link], the Kuomintang and communist forces agreed on a ceasefire to present a united front[image: External link] to oppose Japan.[32]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Pre-war events





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Italian invasion of Ethiopia (1935)




Main article: Second Italo-Ethiopian War[image: External link]


The Second Italo–Abyssinian War was a brief colonial war[image: External link] that began in October 1935 and ended in May 1936. The war began with the invasion of the Ethiopian Empire[image: External link] (also known as Abyssinia[image: External link]) by the armed forces of the Kingdom of Italy[image: External link] (Regno d'Italia), which was launched from Italian Somaliland[image: External link] and Eritrea[image: External link].[33] The war resulted in the military occupation[image: External link] of Ethiopia and its annexation[image: External link] into the newly created colony of Italian East Africa[image: External link] (Africa Orientale Italiana, or AOI); in addition, it exposed the weakness of the League of Nations[image: External link] as a force to preserve peace. Both Italy and Ethiopia were member nations, but the League did nothing when the former clearly violated the League's Article X[image: External link].[34] Germany was the only major European nation to support the invasion. Italy subsequently dropped its objections to Germany's goal of absorbing Austria[image: External link].[35]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Spanish Civil War (1936–39)




Main article: Spanish Civil War[image: External link]


When civil war broke out in Spain, Hitler and Mussolini lent military support to the Nationalist rebels[image: External link], led by General Francisco Franco[image: External link]. The Soviet Union supported the existing government, the Spanish Republic[image: External link]. Over 30,000 foreign volunteers, known as the International Brigades[image: External link], also fought against the Nationalists. Both Germany and the USSR used this proxy war[image: External link] as an opportunity to test in combat their most advanced weapons and tactics. The Nationalists won the civil war in April 1939; Franco, now dictator, bargained with both sides during the Second World War, but never concluded any major agreements. He did send volunteers[image: External link] to fight on the Eastern Front[image: External link] under German command but Spain remained neutral and did not allow either side to use its territory.[36][ page needed[image: External link]]
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Main article: Second Sino-Japanese War[image: External link]


In July 1937, Japan captured the former Chinese imperial capital of Beijing after instigating the Marco Polo Bridge Incident[image: External link], which culminated in the Japanese campaign to invade all of China.[37] The Soviets quickly signed a non-aggression pact with China[image: External link] to lend materiel[image: External link] support, effectively ending China's prior co-operation with Germany[image: External link]. Generalissimo[image: External link] Chiang Kai-shek[image: External link] deployed his best army[image: External link] to defend Shanghai[image: External link], but, after three months of fighting, Shanghai fell. The Japanese continued to push the Chinese forces back, capturing the capital Nanking[image: External link] in December 1937. After the fall of Nanking, tens of thousands if not hundreds of thousands of Chinese civilians and disarmed combatants were murdered by the Japanese[image: External link].[38][39]

In March 1938, Nationalist Chinese forces won their first major victory at Taierzhuang[image: External link] but then the city of Xuzhou[image: External link] was taken by Japanese[image: External link] in May.[40] In June 1938, Chinese forces stalled the Japanese advance by flooding the Yellow River[image: External link]; this manoeuvre bought time for the Chinese to prepare their defences at Wuhan[image: External link], but the city was taken[image: External link] by October.[41] Japanese military victories did not bring about the collapse of Chinese resistance that Japan had hoped to achieve; instead the Chinese government relocated inland to Chongqing[image: External link] and continued the war.[42][43]
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Main article: Soviet–Japanese border conflicts[image: External link]


See also: Kantokuen[image: External link]


In the mid-to-late 1930s, Japanese forces in Manchukuo[image: External link] had sporadic border clashes with the Soviet Union and Mongolia. The Japanese doctrine of Hokushin-ron[image: External link], which emphasised Japan's expansion northward, was favoured by the Imperial Army during this time. With the Japanese defeat at Khalkin Gol[image: External link] in 1939, the ongoing Second Sino-Japanese War[44] and ally Nazi Germany pursuing neutrality with the Soviets, this policy would prove difficult to maintain. Japan and the Soviet Union eventually signed a Neutrality Pact[image: External link] in April 1941, and Japan adopted the doctrine of Nanshin-ron[image: External link], promoted by the Navy, which took its focus southward, eventually leading to its war with the United States and the Western Allies.[45][46]
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Further information: Anschluss[image: External link], Appeasement[image: External link], Munich Agreement[image: External link], German occupation of Czechoslovakia[image: External link], and Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact[image: External link]


In Europe, Germany and Italy were becoming more aggressive. In March 1938, Germany annexed Austria[image: External link], again provoking little response[image: External link] from other European powers.[47] Encouraged, Hitler began pressing German claims on the Sudetenland[image: External link], an area of Czechoslovakia[image: External link] with a predominantly ethnic German[image: External link] population; and soon Britain and France followed the counsel of British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain[image: External link] and conceded this territory to Germany in the Munich Agreement[image: External link], which was made against the wishes of the Czechoslovak government, in exchange for a promise of no further territorial demands.[48] Soon afterwards, Germany and Italy forced Czechoslovakia to cede additional territory[image: External link] to Hungary[image: External link] and Poland annexed Czechoslovakia's Zaolzie[image: External link] region.[49]

Although all of Germany's stated demands had been satisfied by the agreement, privately Hitler was furious that British interference had prevented him from seizing all of Czechoslovakia in one operation. In subsequent speeches Hitler attacked British and Jewish "war-mongers" and in January 1939 secretly ordered a major build-up of the German navy[image: External link] to challenge British naval supremacy. In March 1939, Germany invaded the remainder of Czechoslovakia[image: External link] and subsequently split it into the German Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia[image: External link] and a pro-German client state[image: External link], the Slovak Republic[image: External link].[50] Hitler also delivered an ultimatum[image: External link] to Lithuania, forcing the concession of the Klaipėda Region[image: External link].

Greatly alarmed and with Hitler making further demands on the Free City of Danzig[image: External link], Britain and France guaranteed their support for Polish independence[image: External link]; when Italy conquered Albania[image: External link] in April 1939, the same guarantee was extended to Romania and Greece[image: External link].[51] Shortly after the Franco[image: External link]-British pledge to Poland, Germany and Italy formalised their own alliance with the Pact of Steel[image: External link].[52] Hitler accused Britain and Poland of trying to "encircle" Germany and renounced the Anglo-German Naval Agreement[image: External link] and the German–Polish Non-Aggression Pact[image: External link].

In August 1939, Germany and the Soviet Union signed the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact[image: External link],[53] a non-aggression treaty with a secret protocol. The parties gave each other rights to "spheres of influence" (western Poland[image: External link] and Lithuania[image: External link] for Germany; eastern Poland[image: External link], Finland, Estonia[image: External link], Latvia and Bessarabia[image: External link] for the USSR). It also raised the question of continuing Polish independence.[54] The agreement was crucial to Hitler because it assured that Germany would not have to face the prospect of a two-front war, as it had in World War I, after it defeated Poland.

The situation reached a general crisis in late August as German troops continued to mobilise against the Polish border. In a private meeting with the Italian foreign minister, Count Ciano[image: External link], Hitler asserted that Poland was a "doubtful neutral" that needed to either yield to his demands or be "liquidated" to prevent it from drawing off German troops in the future "unavoidable" war with the Western democracies. He did not believe Britain or France would intervene in the conflict.[55] On 23 August Hitler ordered the attack to proceed on 26 August, but upon hearing that Britain had concluded a formal mutual assistance pact with Poland and that Italy would maintain neutrality, he decided to delay it.[56]

In response to British requests for direct negotiations to avoid war, Germany made demands on Poland, which only served as a pretext to worsen relations.[57] On 29 August, Hitler demanded that a Polish plenipotentiary[image: External link] immediately travel to Berlin to negotiate the handover of Danzig[image: External link], and to allow a plebiscite[image: External link] in the Polish Corridor[image: External link] in which the German minority would vote on secession.[57] The Poles refused to comply with the German demands and on the night of 30–31 August in a violent meeting with the British ambassador Neville Henderson[image: External link], Ribbentrop declared that Germany considered its claims rejected.[58]
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Further information: Diplomatic history of World War II[image: External link]
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Main articles: Invasion of Poland[image: External link], Phoney War[image: External link], Occupation of Poland (1939–45)[image: External link], Nazi crimes against the Polish nation[image: External link], Soviet invasion of Poland[image: External link], and Soviet repressions of Polish citizens (1939–1946)[image: External link]


On 1 September 1939, Germany invaded Poland[image: External link] under the false pretext that the Poles had carried out a series of sabotage operations[image: External link] against German targets near the border.[59] Two days later, on 3 September, after a British ultimatum to Germany to cease military operations was ignored, Britain and France, followed by the fully independent Dominions[image: External link][60] of the British Commonwealth[image: External link][61]— Australia[image: External link] (3 September), Canada[image: External link] (10 September), New Zealand[image: External link] (3 September), and South Africa[image: External link] (6 September)—declared war on Germany. However, initially the alliance provided limited direct military support[image: External link] to Poland, consisting of a cautious, half-hearted French probe into the Saarland[image: External link].[62] The Western Allies also began a naval blockade of Germany[image: External link], which aimed to damage the country's economy and war effort.[63] Germany responded by ordering U-boat warfare[image: External link] against Allied merchant and warships, which was to later escalate into the Battle of the Atlantic[image: External link].

On 17 September 1939, after signing a cease-fire with Japan[image: External link], the Soviets invaded Poland[image: External link] from the east.[64] The Polish army was defeated and Warsaw surrendered[image: External link] to the Germans on 27 September, with final pockets of resistance surrendering on 6 October. Poland's territory was divided between Germany[image: External link] and the Soviet Union[image: External link], with Lithuania[image: External link] and Slovakia[image: External link] also receiving small shares. After the defeat of Poland's armed forces, the Polish resistance established an Underground State[image: External link] and a partisan Home Army[image: External link].[65] About 100,000 Polish military personnel were evacuated to Romania[image: External link] and the Baltic countries; many of these soldiers later fought against the Germans in other theatres of the war.[66] Poland's Enigma codebreakers[image: External link] were also evacuated to France.[67]

On 6 October, Hitler made a public peace overture to Britain and France, but said that the future of Poland was to be determined exclusively by Germany and the Soviet Union. Chamberlain rejected this on 12 October, saying "Past experience has shown that no reliance can be placed upon the promises of the present German Government."[58] After this rejection Hitler ordered an immediate offensive against France,[68] but bad weather forced repeated postponements until the spring of 1940.[69][70][71]

After signing the German–Soviet Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Demarcation[image: External link], the Soviet Union forced the Baltic countries[image: External link]—Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania—to allow it to station Soviet troops in their countries under pacts of "mutual assistance"[image: External link].[72][73][74] Finland rejected territorial demands, prompting a Soviet invasion in November 1939.[75] The resulting Winter War[image: External link] ended in March 1940 with Finnish concessions[image: External link].[76] Britain and France, treating the Soviet attack on Finland as tantamount to its entering the war on the side of the Germans, responded to the Soviet invasion by supporting the USSR's expulsion from the League of Nations.[74]

In June 1940, the Soviet Union forcibly annexed Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania[image: External link],[73] and the disputed Romanian regions of Bessarabia, Northern Bukovina and Hertza[image: External link]. Meanwhile, Nazi-Soviet political rapprochement and economic co-operation[image: External link][77][78] gradually stalled,[79][ page needed[image: External link]][80] and both states began preparations for war.[81]
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 Western Europe (1940–41)




In April 1940, Germany invaded Denmark and Norway[image: External link] to protect shipments of iron ore from Sweden[image: External link], which the Allies were attempting to cut off[image: External link] by unilaterally mining neutral Norwegian waters.[82] Denmark[image: External link] capitulated after a few hours, and despite Allied support[image: External link], during which the important harbour of Narvik[image: External link] temporarily was recaptured from the Germans, Norway[image: External link] was conquered within two months.[83] British discontent over the Norwegian campaign[image: External link] led to the replacement of the British Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain[image: External link], with Winston Churchill[image: External link] on 10 May 1940.[84]

Germany launched an offensive against France[image: External link] and, adhering to the Manstein Plan[image: External link] also attacked the neutral nations of Belgium[image: External link], the Netherlands[image: External link], and Luxembourg[image: External link] on 10 May 1940.[85] That same day British forces landed in Iceland[image: External link] and the Faroes[image: External link] to preempt a possible German invasion of the islands.[86] The U.S., in close co-operation with the Danish envoy to Washington D.C.[image: External link], agreed to protect Greenland[image: External link], laying the political framework for the formal establishment of bases in April 1941. The Netherlands[image: External link] and Belgium[image: External link] were overrun using blitzkrieg[image: External link] tactics in a few days and weeks, respectively.[87] The French-fortified Maginot Line[image: External link] and the main body of the Allied forces which had moved into Belgium were circumvented by a flanking movement through the thickly wooded Ardennes[image: External link] region,[88] mistakenly perceived by Allied planners as an impenetrable natural barrier against armoured vehicles.[89][90] As a result, the bulk of the Allied armies found themselves trapped in an encirclement and were beaten. The majority were taken prisoner, whilst over 300,000, mostly British and French, were evacuated from the continent at Dunkirk[image: External link] by early June, although abandoning almost all of their equipment.[91]

On 10 June, Italy invaded France[image: External link], declaring war on both France and the United Kingdom.[92] Paris fell to the Germans on 14 June and eight days later France signed an armistice with Germany[image: External link] and was soon divided into German[image: External link] and Italian occupation zones[image: External link],[93] and an unoccupied rump state[image: External link] under the Vichy Regime[image: External link], which, though officially neutral, was generally aligned with Germany. France kept its fleet but the British feared the Germans would seize it, so on 3 July, the British attacked it[image: External link].[94]

The Battle of Britain[image: External link][95] began in early July with Luftwaffe attacks on shipping and harbours[image: External link].[96] On 19 July, Hitler again publicly offered to end the war, saying he had no desire to destroy the British Empire[image: External link]. The United Kingdom rejected this ultimatum.[97] The main German air superiority campaign[image: External link] started in August but failed to defeat RAF Fighter Command[image: External link], and a proposed invasion[image: External link] was postponed indefinitely on 17 September. The German strategic bombing[image: External link] offensive intensified as night attacks on London and other cities in the Blitz[image: External link], but largely failed to disrupt the British war effort.[96]

Using newly captured French ports, the German Navy enjoyed success[image: External link] against an over-extended Royal Navy[image: External link], using U-boats[image: External link] against British shipping in the Atlantic[image: External link].[98] The British scored a significant victory on 27 May 1941 by sinking the German battleship Bismarck[image: External link].[99] Perhaps most importantly, during the Battle of Britain the Royal Air Force[image: External link] had successfully resisted the Luftwaffe's assault, and the German bombing campaign largely ended in May 1941.[100]

Throughout this period, the neutral United States took measures to assist China and the Western Allies. In November 1939, the American Neutrality Act[image: External link] was amended to allow "cash and carry"[image: External link] purchases by the Allies.[101] In 1940, following the German capture of Paris, the size of the United States Navy[image: External link] was significantly increased[image: External link]. In September, the United States further agreed to a trade of American destroyers for British bases[image: External link].[102] Still, a large majority of the American public continued to oppose any direct military intervention into the conflict well into 1941.[103]

Although Roosevelt had promised to keep the United States out of the war, he nevertheless took concrete steps to prepare for war. In December 1940 he accused Hitler of planning world conquest and ruled out negotiations as useless, calling for the US to become an "arsenal of democracy[image: External link]" and promoted the passage of Lend-Lease[image: External link] aid to support the British war effort.[97] In January 1941 secret high level staff talks with the British began for the purposes of determining how to defeat Germany should the US enter the war. They decided on a number of offensive policies, including an air offensive, the "early elimination" of Italy, raids, support of resistance groups, and the capture of positions to launch an offensive against Germany.[104]

At the end of September 1940, the Tripartite Pact[image: External link] united Japan, Italy and Germany to formalise the Axis Powers[image: External link]. The Tripartite Pact stipulated that any country, with the exception of the Soviet Union, not in the war which attacked any Axis Power would be forced to go to war against all three.[105] The Axis expanded in November 1940 when Hungary, Slovakia and Romania[image: External link] joined the Tripartite Pact.[106] Romania would make a major contribution[image: External link] (as did Hungary[image: External link]) to the Axis war against the USSR, partially to recapture territory ceded to the USSR[image: External link], partially to pursue its leader Ion Antonescu[image: External link]'s desire to combat communism.[107]
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 Mediterranean (1940–41)




Italy began operations in the Mediterranean, initiating a siege of Malta[image: External link] in June, conquering British Somaliland[image: External link] in August, and making an incursion into British-held Egypt[image: External link] in September 1940. In October 1940, Italy started the Greco-Italian War[image: External link] because of Mussolini's jealousy of Hitler's success but within days was repulsed and pushed back into Albania, where a stalemate soon occurred.[108] The United Kingdom responded to Greek requests for assistance by sending troops to Crete and providing air support to Greece. Hitler decided that when the weather improved he would take action against Greece to assist the Italians and prevent the British from gaining a foothold in the Balkans, to strike against the British naval dominance of the Mediterranean, and to secure his hold on Romanian oil.[109]

In December 1940, British Commonwealth forces began counter-offensives against Italian forces in Egypt[image: External link] and Italian East Africa[image: External link].[110] The offensive in North Africa was highly successful and by early February 1941 Italy had lost control of eastern Libya and large numbers of Italian troops had been taken prisoner. The Italian Navy[image: External link] also suffered significant defeats, with the Royal Navy putting three Italian battleships out of commission by a carrier attack at Taranto[image: External link], and neutralising several more warships at the Battle of Cape Matapan[image: External link].[111]

The Germans soon intervened to assist Italy. Hitler sent German forces to Libya[image: External link] in February, and by the end of March they had launched an offensive[image: External link] which drove back the Commonwealth forces which had been weakened to support Greece.[112] In under a month, Commonwealth forces were pushed back into Egypt with the exception of the besieged port of Tobruk[image: External link].[113] The Commonwealth attempted to dislodge Axis forces in May[image: External link] and again in June[image: External link], but failed on both occasions.[114]

By late March 1941, following Bulgaria[image: External link]'s signing of the Tripartite Pact[image: External link], the Germans were in position to intervene in Greece. Plans were changed, however, because of developments in neighbouring Yugoslavia[image: External link]. The Yugoslav government had signed the Tripartite Pact on 25 March, only to be overthrown two days later by a British-encouraged coup[image: External link]. Hitler viewed the new regime as hostile and immediately decided to eliminate it. On 6 April Germany simultaneously invaded both Yugoslavia[image: External link] and Greece[image: External link], making rapid progress and forcing both nations to surrender within the month. The British were driven from the Balkans after Germany conquered the Greek island of Crete[image: External link] by the end of May.[115] Although the Axis victory was swift, bitter partisan warfare subsequently broke out against the Axis occupation of Yugoslavia[image: External link], which continued until the end of the war.

The Allies did have some successes during this time. In the Middle East, Commonwealth forces first quashed an uprising in Iraq[image: External link] which had been supported by German aircraft from bases within Vichy-controlled Syria[image: External link],[116] then, with the assistance of the Free French[image: External link], invaded Syria and Lebanon[image: External link] to prevent further such occurrences.[117]
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 Axis attack on the USSR (1941)




Main articles: Operation Barbarossa[image: External link], Einsatzgruppen[image: External link], World War II casualties of the Soviet Union[image: External link], and German mistreatment of Soviet prisoners of war[image: External link]


With the situation in Europe and Asia relatively stable, Germany, Japan, and the Soviet Union made preparations. With the Soviets wary of mounting tensions with Germany and the Japanese planning to take advantage of the European War by seizing resource-rich European possessions in Southeast Asia[image: External link], the two powers signed the Soviet–Japanese Neutrality Pact[image: External link] in April 1941.[118] By contrast, the Germans were steadily making preparations for an attack on the Soviet Union, massing forces on the Soviet border.[119]

Hitler believed that Britain's refusal to end the war was based on the hope that the United States and the Soviet Union would enter the war against Germany sooner or later.[120] He therefore decided to try to strengthen Germany's relations with the Soviets, or failing that, to attack and eliminate them as a factor. In November 1940, negotiations took place[image: External link] to determine if the Soviet Union would join the Tripartite Pact. The Soviets showed some interest, but asked for concessions from Finland, Bulgaria, Turkey, and Japan that Germany considered unacceptable. On 18 December 1940, Hitler issued the directive to prepare for an invasion of the Soviet Union.

On 22 June 1941, Germany, supported by Italy and Romania, invaded the Soviet Union in Operation Barbarossa[image: External link], with Germany accusing the Soviets of plotting against them. They were joined shortly by Finland and Hungary.[121] The primary targets of this surprise offensive[122][ page needed[image: External link]] were the Baltic region[image: External link], Moscow and Ukraine[image: External link], with the ultimate goal[image: External link] of ending the 1941 campaign near the Arkhangelsk-Astrakhan line[image: External link], from the Caspian[image: External link] to the White Seas[image: External link]. Hitler's objectives were to eliminate the Soviet Union as a military power, exterminate Communism, generate Lebensraum[image: External link] ("living space")[123] by dispossessing the native population[image: External link][124][ page needed[image: External link]] and guarantee access to the strategic resources needed to defeat Germany's remaining rivals.[125][ page needed[image: External link]]

Although the Red Army[image: External link] was preparing for strategic counter-offensives[image: External link] before the war,[126][ page needed[image: External link]] Barbarossa forced the Soviet supreme command[image: External link] to adopt a strategic defence[image: External link]. During the summer, the Axis made significant gains into Soviet territory, inflicting immense losses in both personnel and materiel. By the middle of August, however, the German Army High Command[image: External link] decided to suspend the offensive[image: External link] of a considerably depleted Army Group Centre[image: External link], and to divert the 2nd Panzer Group[image: External link] to reinforce troops advancing towards central Ukraine and Leningrad.[127][ page needed[image: External link]] The Kiev offensive[image: External link] was overwhelmingly successful, resulting in encirclement and elimination of four Soviet armies, and made possible further advance into Crimea[image: External link] and industrially developed Eastern Ukraine (the First Battle of Kharkov[image: External link]).[128]

The diversion of three quarters of the Axis troops and the majority of their air forces from France and the central Mediterranean to the Eastern Front[image: External link][129] prompted Britain to reconsider its grand strategy[image: External link].[130][ page needed[image: External link]] In July, the UK and the Soviet Union formed a military alliance against Germany[image: External link][131] The British and Soviets invaded Iran[image: External link] to secure the Persian Corridor[image: External link] and Iran's oil fields[image: External link].[132] In August, the United Kingdom and the United States jointly issued the Atlantic Charter[image: External link].[133]

By October Axis operational objectives[image: External link] in Ukraine and the Baltic region were achieved, with only the sieges of Leningrad[image: External link][134][ page needed[image: External link]] and Sevastopol[image: External link] continuing.[135] A major offensive against Moscow[image: External link] was renewed; after two months of fierce battles in increasingly harsh weather the German army almost reached the outer suburbs of Moscow, where the exhausted troops[136] were forced to suspend their offensive.[137] Large territorial gains were made by Axis forces, but their campaign had failed to achieve its main objectives: two key cities remained in Soviet hands, the Soviet capability to resist[image: External link] was not broken, and the Soviet Union retained a considerable part of its military potential. The blitzkrieg phase[image: External link] of the war in Europe had ended.[138][ page needed[image: External link]]

By early December, freshly mobilised reserves[image: External link][139][ page needed[image: External link]] allowed the Soviets to achieve numerical parity with Axis troops.[140] This, as well as intelligence data[image: External link] which established that a minimal number of Soviet troops in the East would be sufficient to deter any attack by the Japanese Kwantung Army[image: External link],[141][ page needed[image: External link]] allowed the Soviets to begin a massive counter-offensive[image: External link] that started on 5 December all along the front and pushed German troops 100–250 kilometres (62–155 mi) west.[142]
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 War breaks out in the Pacific (1941)




Main article: Pacific War[image: External link]


In 1939, the United States had renounced its trade treaty with Japan; and, beginning with an aviation gasoline[image: External link] ban in July 1940, Japan became subject to increasing economic pressure.[97] During this time, Japan launched its first attack against Changsha[image: External link], a strategically important Chinese city, but was repulsed by late September.[143] Despite several offensives[image: External link] by both sides, the war between China and Japan was stalemated by 1940. To increase pressure on China by blocking supply routes, and to better position Japanese forces in the event of a war with the Western powers, Japan invaded and occupied northern Indochina[image: External link].[144] Afterwards, the United States embargoed[image: External link] iron, steel and mechanical parts against Japan.[145] Other sanctions soon followed.

In August of that year, Chinese communists[image: External link] launched an offensive in Central China[image: External link]; in retaliation, Japan instituted harsh measures[image: External link] in occupied areas to reduce human and material resources for the communists.[146] Continued antipathy between Chinese communist and nationalist forces culminated in armed clashes in January 1941[image: External link], effectively ending their co-operation.[147] In March, the Japanese 11th army attacked the headquarters of the Chinese 19th army but was repulsed during Battle of Shanggao[image: External link].[148] In September, Japan attempted to take the city of Changsha[image: External link] again and clashed with Chinese nationalist forces.[149]

German successes in Europe encouraged Japan to increase pressure on European governments in Southeast Asia[image: External link]. The Dutch government agreed to provide Japan some oil supplies from the Dutch East Indies[image: External link], but negotiations for additional access to their resources ended in failure in June 1941.[150] In July 1941 Japan sent troops to southern Indochina, thus threatening British and Dutch possessions in the Far East. The United States, United Kingdom and other Western governments reacted to this move with a freeze on Japanese assets and a total oil embargo.[151][152]

Since early 1941 the United States and Japan had been engaged in negotiations in an attempt to improve their strained relations and end the war in China. During these negotiations Japan advanced a number of proposals which were dismissed by the Americans as inadequate.[153] At the same time the US, Britain, and the Netherlands engaged in secret discussions for the joint defence of their territories, in the event of a Japanese attack against any of them.[154] Roosevelt reinforced the Philippines (an American protectorate scheduled for independence in 1946)[image: External link] and warned Japan that the US would react to Japanese attacks against any "neighboring countries".[154]

Frustrated at the lack of progress and feeling the pinch of the American-British-Dutch sanctions, Japan prepared for war, as IJA[image: External link] General Hideki Tojo[image: External link] became Imperial Japan's Prime Minister on 17 October. On 20 November it presented an interim proposal as its final offer. It called for the end of American aid to China and for the supply of oil and other resources to Japan. In exchange they promised not to launch any attacks in Southeast Asia and to withdraw their forces from their threatening positions in southern Indochina.[153] The American counter-proposal of 26 November required that Japan evacuate all of China without conditions and conclude non-aggression pacts with all Pacific powers.[155] That meant Japan was essentially forced to choose between abandoning its ambitions in China, or seizing the natural resources it needed in the Dutch East Indies by force;[156] the Japanese military did not consider the former an option, and many officers considered the oil embargo an unspoken declaration of war.[157]

Japan planned to rapidly seize European colonies in Asia to create a large defensive perimeter stretching into the Central Pacific; the Japanese would then be free to exploit the resources of Southeast Asia while exhausting the over-stretched Allies by fighting a defensive war.[158] To prevent American intervention while securing the perimeter it was further planned to neutralise the United States Pacific Fleet[image: External link] and the American military presence in the Philippines from the outset.[159] On 7 December 1941 (8 December in Asian time zones), Japan attacked British and American holdings with near-simultaneous offensives against Southeast Asia and the Central Pacific[image: External link].[160] These included an attack on the American fleet at Pearl Harbor, the Philippines[image: External link], landings in Thailand and Malaya[image: External link][160] and the battle of Hong Kong[image: External link].

These attacks led the United States[image: External link], Britain[image: External link], China, Australia and several other states to formally declare war on Japan, whereas the Soviet Union, being heavily involved in large-scale hostilities with European Axis countries, maintained its neutrality agreement with Japan.[161] Germany, followed by the other Axis states, declared war on the United States[162] in solidarity with Japan, citing as justification the American attacks on German war vessels that had been ordered by Roosevelt.[121][163]
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 Axis advance stalls (1942–43)




In January 1942, the Allied Big Four[image: External link][164]—the United States, Britain, the Soviet Union and China—and 22 smaller or exiled governments issued the Declaration by United Nations[image: External link], thereby affirming the Atlantic Charter[image: External link],[165] and agreeing to not to sign a separate peace[image: External link] with the Axis powers.

During 1942, Allied officials debated on the appropriate grand strategy[image: External link] to pursue. All agreed that defeating Germany[image: External link] was the primary objective. The Americans favoured a straightforward, large-scale attack[image: External link] on Germany through France. The Soviets were also demanding a second front. The British, on the other hand, argued that military operations should target peripheral areas to wear out German strength, leading to increasing demoralisation, and bolster resistance forces. Germany itself would be subject to a heavy bombing campaign. An offensive against Germany would then be launched primarily by Allied armour without using large-scale armies.[166] Eventually, the British persuaded the Americans that a landing in France was infeasible in 1942 and they should instead focus on driving the Axis out of North Africa.[167]

At the Casablanca Conference[image: External link] in early 1943, the Allies reiterated the statements issued in the 1942 Declaration by the United Nations, and demanded the unconditional surrender[image: External link] of their enemies. The British and Americans agreed to continue to press the initiative in the Mediterranean by invading Sicily to fully secure the Mediterranean supply routes.[168] Although the British argued for further operations in the Balkans to bring Turkey into the war, in May 1943, the Americans extracted a British commitment to limit Allied operations in the Mediterranean to an invasion of the Italian mainland and to invade France in 1944.[169]
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 Pacific (1942–43)




By the end of April 1942, Japan and its ally Thailand had almost fully conquered Burma[image: External link], Malaya[image: External link], the Dutch East Indies[image: External link], Singapore[image: External link], and Rabaul[image: External link], inflicting severe losses on Allied troops and taking a large number of prisoners.[170] Despite stubborn resistance[image: External link] by Filipino and US forces, the Philippine Commonwealth[image: External link] was eventually captured in May 1942, forcing its government into exile.[171] On 16 April, in Burma, 7,000 British soldiers were encircled by the Japanese 33rd Division during the Battle of Yenangyaung[image: External link] and rescued by the Chinese 38th Division.[172] Japanese forces also achieved naval victories in the South China Sea[image: External link], Java Sea[image: External link] and Indian Ocean[image: External link],[173] and bombed the Allied naval base[image: External link] at Darwin[image: External link], Australia. In January 1942, the only Allied success against Japan was a Chinese victory at Changsha[image: External link].[174] These easy victories over unprepared US and European opponents left Japan overconfident, as well as overextended.[175]

In early May 1942, Japan initiated operations to capture Port Moresby[image: External link] by amphibious assault[image: External link] and thus sever communications and supply lines between the United States and Australia. The planned invasion was thwarted when an Allied task force, centred on two American fleet carriers, fought Japanese naval forces to a draw in the Battle of the Coral Sea[image: External link].[176] Japan's next plan, motivated by the earlier Doolittle Raid[image: External link], was to seize Midway Atoll[image: External link] and lure American carriers into battle to be eliminated; as a diversion, Japan would also send forces to occupy the Aleutian Islands[image: External link] in Alaska.[177] In mid-May, Japan started the Zhejiang-Jiangxi Campaign[image: External link] in China, with the goal of inflicting retribution on the Chinese who aided the surviving American airmen in the Doolittle Raid by destroying air bases and fighting against the Chinese 23rd and 32nd Army Groups.[178][179] In early June, Japan put its operations into action but the Americans, having broken Japanese naval codes[image: External link] in late May, were fully aware of plans and order of battle, and used this knowledge to achieve a decisive victory at Midway[image: External link] over the Imperial Japanese Navy[image: External link].[180]

With its capacity for aggressive action greatly diminished as a result of the Midway battle, Japan chose to focus on a belated attempt to capture Port Moresby[image: External link] by an overland campaign[image: External link] in the Territory of Papua[image: External link].[181] The Americans planned a counter-attack against Japanese positions in the southern Solomon Islands[image: External link], primarily Guadalcanal[image: External link], as a first step towards capturing Rabaul[image: External link], the main Japanese base in Southeast Asia.[182]

Both plans started in July, but by mid-September, the Battle for Guadalcanal[image: External link] took priority for the Japanese, and troops in New Guinea were ordered to withdraw from the Port Moresby area to the northern part of the island[image: External link], where they faced Australian and United States troops in the Battle of Buna-Gona[image: External link].[183] Guadalcanal soon became a focal point for both sides with heavy commitments of troops and ships in the battle for Guadalcanal. By the start of 1943, the Japanese were defeated on the island and withdrew their troops[image: External link].[184] In Burma, Commonwealth forces mounted two operations. The first, an offensive into the Arakan region[image: External link] in late 1942, went disastrously, forcing a retreat back to India by May 1943.[185] The second was the insertion of irregular forces[image: External link] behind Japanese front-lines in February which, by the end of April, had achieved mixed results.[186]
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 Eastern Front (1942–43)




Despite considerable losses, in early 1942 Germany and its allies stopped a major Soviet offensive in central and southern Russia, keeping most territorial gains they had achieved during the previous year.[187] In May the Germans defeated Soviet offensives in the Kerch Peninsula[image: External link] and at Kharkov[image: External link],[188] and then launched their main summer offensive[image: External link] against southern Russia in June 1942, to seize the oil fields of the Caucasus[image: External link] and occupy Kuban[image: External link] steppe[image: External link], while maintaining positions on the northern and central areas of the front. The Germans split Army Group South[image: External link] into two groups: Army Group A[image: External link] advanced to the lower Don River[image: External link] and struck south-east to the Caucasus, while Army Group B[image: External link] headed towards the Volga River[image: External link]. The Soviets decided to make their stand at Stalingrad on the Volga.[189]

By mid-November, the Germans had nearly taken Stalingrad[image: External link] in bitter street fighting[image: External link] when the Soviets began their second winter counter-offensive, starting with an encirclement of German forces at Stalingrad[image: External link][190] and an assault on the Rzhev salient near Moscow[image: External link], though the latter failed disastrously.[191] By early February 1943, the German Army had taken tremendous losses; German troops at Stalingrad had been forced to surrender,[192] and the front-line had been pushed back beyond its position before the summer offensive. In mid-February, after the Soviet push had tapered off, the Germans launched another attack on Kharkov[image: External link], creating a salient[image: External link] in their front line around the Russian city of Kursk[image: External link].[193]
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 Western Europe/Atlantic & Mediterranean (1942–43)




Exploiting poor American naval command decisions, the German navy ravaged Allied shipping off the American Atlantic coast[image: External link].[194] By November 1941, Commonwealth forces had launched a counter-offensive, Operation Crusader[image: External link], in North Africa, and reclaimed all the gains the Germans and Italians had made.[195] In North Africa, the Germans launched an offensive in January, pushing the British back to positions at the Gazala Line[image: External link] by early February,[196] followed by a temporary lull in combat which Germany used to prepare for their upcoming offensives.[197] Concerns the Japanese might use bases in Vichy-held Madagascar[image: External link] caused the British to invade the island[image: External link] in early May 1942.[198] An Axis offensive in Libya[image: External link] forced an Allied retreat deep inside Egypt until Axis forces were stopped at El Alamein[image: External link].[199] On the Continent, raids of Allied commandos[image: External link] on strategic targets, culminating in the disastrous Dieppe Raid[image: External link],[200] demonstrated the Western Allies' inability to launch an invasion of continental Europe without much better preparation, equipment, and operational security.[201][ page needed[image: External link]]

In August 1942, the Allies succeeded in repelling a second attack against El Alamein[image: External link][202] and, at a high cost, managed to deliver desperately needed supplies to the besieged Malta[image: External link].[203] A few months later, the Allies commenced an attack of their own[image: External link] in Egypt, dislodging the Axis forces and beginning a drive west across Libya.[204] This attack was followed up shortly after by Anglo-American landings in French North Africa[image: External link], which resulted in the region joining the Allies.[205] Hitler responded to the French colony's defection by ordering the occupation of Vichy France[image: External link];[205] although Vichy forces did not resist this violation of the armistice, they managed to scuttle their fleet[image: External link] to prevent its capture by German forces.[205][206] The now pincered Axis forces in Africa withdrew into Tunisia[image: External link], which was conquered by the Allies[image: External link] in May 1943.[205][207]

In early 1943 the British and Americans began the Combined Bomber Offensive[image: External link], a strategic bombing campaign against Germany. The goals were to disrupt the German war economy, reduce German morale, and " de-house[image: External link]" the civilian population.[208]
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 Allies gain momentum (1943–44)




After the Guadalcanal Campaign, the Allies initiated several operations against Japan in the Pacific. In May 1943, Canadian and U.S. forces were sent to eliminate Japanese forces from the Aleutians[image: External link].[209] Soon after, the U.S., with support from Australian and New Zealand forces, began major operations to isolate Rabaul by capturing surrounding islands[image: External link], and breach the Japanese Central Pacific perimeter at the Gilbert and Marshall Islands[image: External link].[210] By the end of March 1944, the Allies had completed both of these objectives, and had also neutralised the major Japanese base at Truk[image: External link] in the Caroline Islands[image: External link]. In April, the Allies launched an operation to retake Western New Guinea[image: External link].[211] In the Soviet Union, both the Germans and the Soviets spent the spring and early summer of 1943 preparing for large offensives in central Russia. On 4 July 1943, Germany attacked Soviet forces around the Kursk Bulge[image: External link]. Within a week, German forces had exhausted themselves against the Soviets' deeply echeloned and well-constructed defences[212] and, for the first time in the war, Hitler cancelled the operation before it had achieved tactical or operational success.[213] This decision was partially affected by the Western Allies' invasion of Sicily[image: External link] launched on 9 July which, combined with previous Italian failures, resulted in the ousting and arrest of Mussolini later that month.[214] Also, in July 1943 the British firebombed Hamburg[image: External link] killing over 40,000 people.[215]

On 12 July 1943, the Soviets launched their own counter-offensives[image: External link], thereby dispelling any chance of German victory or even stalemate in the east. The Soviet victory at Kursk marked the end of German superiority,[216] giving the Soviet Union the initiative on the Eastern Front.[217][218] The Germans tried to stabilise their eastern front along the hastily fortified Panther–Wotan line[image: External link], but the Soviets broke through it at Smolensk[image: External link] and by the Lower Dnieper Offensives[image: External link].[219]

On 3 September 1943, the Western Allies invaded the Italian mainland[image: External link], following Italy's armistice with the Allies[image: External link].[220] Germany responded by disarming Italian forces, seizing military control of Italian areas,[221] and creating a series of defensive lines.[222] German special forces then rescued Mussolini[image: External link], who then soon established a new client state in German occupied Italy named the Italian Social Republic[image: External link],[223] causing an Italian civil war[image: External link]. The Western Allies fought through several lines until reaching the main German defensive line[image: External link] in mid-November.[224]

German operations in the Atlantic also suffered. By May 1943, as Allied counter-measures became increasingly effective[image: External link], the resulting sizeable German submarine losses forced a temporary halt of the German Atlantic naval campaign.[225] In November 1943, Franklin D. Roosevelt and Winston Churchill met with Chiang Kai-shek[image: External link] in Cairo[image: External link] and then with Joseph Stalin in Tehran[image: External link].[226] The former conference determined the post-war return of Japanese territory[227] and the military planning for the Burma Campaign[image: External link],[228] while the latter included agreement that the Western Allies would invade Europe in 1944 and that the Soviet Union would declare war on Japan within three months of Germany's defeat.[229]

From November 1943, during the seven-week Battle of Changde[image: External link], the Chinese forced Japan to fight a costly war of attrition, while awaiting Allied relief.[230][231][232] In January 1944, the Allies launched a series of attacks in Italy against the line at Monte Cassino[image: External link] and tried to outflank it with landings at Anzio[image: External link].[233] By the end of January, a major Soviet[image: External link] offensive expelled German forces[image: External link] from the Leningrad region[image: External link],[234] ending the longest and most lethal siege in history[image: External link].

The following Soviet offensive[image: External link] was halted on the pre-war Estonian border[image: External link] by the German Army Group North[image: External link] aided by Estonians[image: External link] hoping to re-establish national independence[image: External link]. This delay slowed subsequent Soviet operations in the Baltic Sea[image: External link] region.[235] By late May 1944, the Soviets had liberated Crimea[image: External link], largely expelled Axis forces from Ukraine, and made incursions into Romania[image: External link], which were repulsed by the Axis troops.[236] The Allied offensives in Italy had succeeded and, at the expense of allowing several German divisions to retreat, on 4 June, Rome was captured.[237]

The Allies had mixed success in mainland Asia. In March 1944, the Japanese launched the first of two invasions, an operation against British positions in Assam, India[image: External link],[238] and soon besieged Commonwealth positions at Imphal[image: External link] and Kohima[image: External link].[239] In May 1944, British forces mounted a counter-offensive that drove Japanese troops back to Burma,[239] and Chinese forces that had invaded northern Burma[image: External link] in late 1943 besieged Japanese troops in Myitkyina[image: External link].[240] The second Japanese invasion[image: External link] of China aimed to destroy China's main fighting forces, secure railways between Japanese-held territory and capture Allied airfields.[241] By June, the Japanese had conquered the province of Henan[image: External link] and begun a new attack on Changsha[image: External link] in the Hunan[image: External link] province.[242]
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On 6 June 1944 (known as D-Day[image: External link]), after three years of Soviet pressure,[243] the Western Allies invaded northern France[image: External link]. After reassigning several Allied divisions from Italy, they also attacked southern France[image: External link].[244] These landings were successful, and led to the defeat of the German Army units[image: External link] in France. Paris was liberated[image: External link] by the local resistance[image: External link] assisted by the Free French Forces[image: External link], both led by General Charles de Gaulle[image: External link], on 25 August[245] and the Western Allies continued to push back German forces[image: External link] in western Europe during the latter part of the year. An attempt to advance into northern Germany spearheaded by a major airborne operation[image: External link] in the Netherlands failed.[246] After that, the Western Allies slowly pushed into Germany, but failed to cross the Ruhr river[image: External link] in a large offensive. In Italy, Allied advance also slowed due to the last major German defensive line[image: External link].[247]

On 22 June, the Soviets launched a strategic offensive in Belarus ("Operation Bagration[image: External link]") that destroyed the German Army Group Centre[image: External link] almost completely.[248] Soon after that another Soviet strategic offensive[image: External link] forced German troops from Western Ukraine and Eastern Poland. The Soviet advance prompted resistance forces in Poland[image: External link] to initiate several uprisings[image: External link] against the German occupation. However, the largest of these in Warsaw[image: External link], where German soldiers massacred 200,000 civilians, and a national uprising[image: External link] in Slovakia[image: External link], did not receive Soviet support and were subsequently suppressed by the Germans.[249] The Red Army's strategic offensive in eastern Romania[image: External link] cut off and destroyed the considerable German troops there[image: External link] and triggered a successful coup d'état in Romania[image: External link] and in Bulgaria[image: External link], followed by those countries' shift to the Allied side.[250]

In September 1944, Soviet troops advanced into Yugoslavia[image: External link] and forced the rapid withdrawal of German Army Groups E[image: External link] and F[image: External link] in Greece[image: External link], Albania[image: External link] and Yugoslavia to rescue them from being cut off.[251] By this point, the Communist-led Partisans[image: External link] under Marshal Josip Broz Tito[image: External link], who had led an increasingly successful guerrilla campaign[image: External link] against the occupation since 1941, controlled much of the territory of Yugoslavia and engaged in delaying efforts against German forces further south. In northern Serbia[image: External link], the Red Army[image: External link], with limited support from Bulgarian forces, assisted the Partisans in a joint liberation of the capital city of Belgrade[image: External link] on 20 October. A few days later, the Soviets launched a massive assault[image: External link] against German-occupied[image: External link] Hungary that lasted until the fall of Budapest[image: External link] in February 1945.[252] Unlike impressive Soviet victories in the Balkans, bitter Finnish resistance[image: External link] to the Soviet offensive[image: External link] in the Karelian Isthmus[image: External link] denied the Soviets occupation of Finland and led to a Soviet-Finnish armistice[image: External link] on relatively mild conditions,[253][254] although Finland was forced to fight their former allies[image: External link].

By the start of July 1944, Commonwealth forces in Southeast Asia had repelled the Japanese sieges in Assam, pushing the Japanese back to the Chindwin River[image: External link][255] while the Chinese captured Myitkyina. In China, the Japanese had more successes, having finally captured Changsha in mid-June and the city of Hengyang[image: External link] by early August.[256] Soon after, they invaded the province of Guangxi, winning major engagements against Chinese forces at Guilin and Liuzhou[image: External link] by the end of November[257] and successfully linking up their forces in China and Indochina by mid-December.[258]

In the Pacific, US forces continued to press back the Japanese perimeter. In mid-June 1944, they began their offensive against the Mariana and Palau islands[image: External link], and decisively defeated Japanese forces in the Battle of the Philippine Sea[image: External link]. These defeats led to the resignation of the Japanese Prime Minister, Hideki Tojo[image: External link], and provided the United States with air bases to launch intensive heavy bomber attacks on the Japanese home islands. In late October, American forces invaded the Filipino island of Leyte[image: External link]; soon after, Allied naval forces scored another large victory in the Battle of Leyte Gulf[image: External link], one of the largest naval battles in history.[259]
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On 16 December 1944, Germany made a last attempt on the Western Front by using most of its remaining reserves to launch a massive counter-offensive in the Ardennes[image: External link] to split the Western Allies, encircle large portions of Western Allied troops and capture their primary supply port at Antwerp[image: External link] to prompt a political settlement.[260] By January, the offensive had been repulsed with no strategic objectives fulfilled.[260] In Italy, the Western Allies remained stalemated at the German defensive line. In mid-January 1945, the Soviets and Poles attacked in Poland, pushing from the Vistula to the Oder[image: External link] river in Germany, and overran East Prussia[image: External link].[261] On 4 February, Soviet, British and US leaders met for the Yalta Conference[image: External link]. They agreed on the occupation of post-war Germany, and on when the Soviet Union would join the war against Japan.[262]

In February, the Soviets entered Silesia[image: External link] and Pomerania[image: External link], while Western Allies entered western Germany[image: External link] and closed to the Rhine[image: External link] river. By March, the Western Allies crossed the Rhine north[image: External link] and south[image: External link] of the Ruhr[image: External link], encircling the German Army Group B[image: External link],[263] while the Soviets advanced to Vienna[image: External link]. In early April, the Western Allies finally pushed forward in Italy[image: External link] and swept across western Germany, while Soviet and Polish forces stormed Berlin[image: External link] in late April. American and Soviet forces met at the Elbe river[image: External link] on 25 April. On 30 April 1945, the Reichstag[image: External link] was captured, signalling the military defeat of Nazi Germany.[264]

Several changes in leadership occurred during this period. On 12 April, President Roosevelt died and was succeeded by Harry S. Truman[image: External link]. Benito Mussolini was killed[image: External link] by Italian partisans[image: External link] on 28 April.[265] Two days later, Hitler committed suicide[image: External link], and was succeeded by Grand Admiral[image: External link] Karl Dönitz[image: External link].[266]

German forces surrendered in Italy on 29 April. Total and unconditional surrender[image: External link] was signed on 7 May[image: External link], to be effective by the end of 8 May[image: External link].[267] German Army Group Centre resisted in Prague[image: External link] until 11 May.[268]

In the Pacific theatre, American forces accompanied by the forces of the Philippine Commonwealth[image: External link] advanced in the Philippines[image: External link], clearing Leyte[image: External link] by the end of April 1945. They landed on Luzon[image: External link] in January 1945 and recaptured Manila[image: External link] in March following a battle which reduced the city to ruins. Fighting continued on Luzon, Mindanao[image: External link], and other islands of the Philippines until the end of the war[image: External link].[269] Meanwhile, the United States Army Air Forces[image: External link] (USAAF) were destroying strategic and populated cities and towns in Japan in an effort to destroy Japanese war industry and civilian morale. On the night of 9–10 March, USAAF B-29[image: External link] bombers[image: External link] struck Tokyo[image: External link] with thousands of incendiary bombs[image: External link], which killed 100,000 civilians and destroyed 16 square miles (41 km2) within a few hours. Over the next five months, the USAAF firebombed a total of 67 Japanese cities[image: External link], killing 393,000 civilians and destroying 65% of built-up areas.[270]

In May 1945, Australian troops landed in Borneo[image: External link], over-running the oilfields there. British, American, and Chinese forces defeated the Japanese in northern Burma[image: External link] in March, and the British pushed on to reach Rangoon[image: External link] by 3 May.[271] Chinese forces started to counterattack in Battle of West Hunan[image: External link] that occurred between 6 April and 7 June 1945. American naval and amphibious forces also moved towards Japan, taking Iwo Jima[image: External link] by March, and Okinawa[image: External link] by the end of June.[272] At the same time, American submarines cut off[image: External link] Japanese imports, drastically reducing Japan's ability to supply its overseas forces.[273]

On 11 July, Allied leaders met in Potsdam, Germany[image: External link]. They confirmed earlier agreements[image: External link] about Germany,[274] and reiterated the demand for unconditional surrender of all Japanese forces by Japan, specifically stating that "the alternative for Japan is prompt and utter destruction".[275] During this conference, the United Kingdom held its general election[image: External link], and Clement Attlee[image: External link] replaced Churchill as Prime Minister.[276]

The Allies called for unconditional Japanese surrender in the Potsdam Declaration[image: External link] of 27 July, but the Japanese government rejected the call. In early August, the USAAF dropped atomic bombs[image: External link] on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima[image: External link] and Nagasaki[image: External link]. The Allies justified the atomic bombings as a military necessity to avoid invading the Japanese home islands[image: External link] which would cost the lives of between 250,000 and 500,000 Allied servicemen and millions of Japanese troops and civilians.[277] Between the two bombings, the Soviets, pursuant to the Yalta agreement, invaded Japanese-held Manchuria[image: External link], and quickly defeated the Kwantung Army[image: External link], which was the largest Japanese fighting force.[278][279] The Red Army also captured Sakhalin[image: External link] Island and the Kuril Islands[image: External link]. On 15 August 1945, Japan surrendered[image: External link], with the surrender documents[image: External link] finally signed on the deck of the American battleship USS Missouri[image: External link] on 2 September 1945, ending the war.[280]
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Main articles: Aftermath of World War II[image: External link] and Consequences of Nazism[image: External link]


The Allies established occupation administrations in Austria[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link]. The former became a neutral state, non-aligned with any political bloc. The latter was divided into western and eastern occupation zones controlled by the Western Allies and the USSR, accordingly. A denazification[image: External link] programme in Germany led to the prosecution of Nazi war criminals[image: External link] and the removal of ex-Nazis from power, although this policy moved towards amnesty and re-integration of ex-Nazis into West German society.[281]

Germany lost a quarter of its pre-war (1937) territory. Among the eastern territories, Silesia[image: External link], Neumark[image: External link] and most of Pomerania[image: External link] were taken over by Poland, East Prussia[image: External link] was divided between Poland and the USSR, followed by the expulsion of the 9 million Germans[image: External link] from these provinces, as well as the expulsion of 3 million Germans from the Sudetenland[image: External link] in Czechoslovakia to Germany. By the 1950s, every fifth West German was a refugee from the east. The Soviet Union also took over the Polish provinces east of the Curzon line[image: External link], from which 2 million Poles were expelled[image: External link];[282] north-east Romania,[283][284] parts of eastern Finland,[285] and the three Baltic states[image: External link] were also incorporated into the USSR[image: External link].[286][287]

In an effort to maintain world peace[image: External link],[288] the Allies formed the United Nations[image: External link], which officially came into existence on 24 October 1945,[289] and adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights[image: External link] in 1948, as a common standard for all member nations.[290] The great powers that were the victors of the war—France, China, Britain, the Soviet Union and the United States—formed the permanent members[image: External link] of the UN's Security Council[image: External link].[7] The five permanent members remain so to the present, although there have been two seat changes, between[image: External link] the Republic of China[image: External link] and the People's Republic of China[image: External link] in 1971, and between the Soviet Union and its successor state[image: External link], the Russian Federation[image: External link], following the dissolution of the Soviet Union[image: External link] in 1991. The alliance between the Western Allies and the Soviet Union had begun to deteriorate even before the war was over.[291]

Germany had been de facto divided, and two independent states, the Federal Republic of Germany[image: External link] and the German Democratic Republic[image: External link][292] were created within the borders of Allied and Soviet occupation zones, accordingly. The rest of Europe was also divided into Western and Soviet spheres of influence[image: External link].[293] Most eastern and central European countries fell into the Soviet sphere[image: External link], which led to establishment of Communist-led regimes, with full or partial support of the Soviet occupation authorities. As a result, Poland[image: External link], Hungary[image: External link], East Germany[image: External link],[294] Czechoslovakia[image: External link], Romania[image: External link], and Albania[image: External link][295] became Soviet satellite states[image: External link]. Communist Yugoslavia[image: External link] conducted a fully independent policy, causing tension with the USSR[image: External link].[296]

Post-war division of the world was formalised by two international military alliances, the United States-led NATO[image: External link] and the Soviet-led Warsaw Pact[image: External link];[297] the long period of political tensions and military competition between them, the Cold War[image: External link], would be accompanied by an unprecedented arms race[image: External link] and proxy wars[image: External link].[298]

In Asia, the United States led the occupation of Japan[image: External link] and administrated Japan's former islands in the Western Pacific[image: External link], while the Soviets annexed Sakhalin[image: External link] and the Kuril Islands[image: External link].[299] Korea[image: External link], formerly under Japanese rule[image: External link], was divided and occupied[image: External link] by the Soviet Union in the North[image: External link] and the US in the South[image: External link] between 1945 and 1948. Separate republics emerged on both sides of the 38th parallel in 1948, each claiming to be the legitimate government for all of Korea, which led ultimately to the Korean War[image: External link].[300]

In China, nationalist and communist forces resumed the civil war[image: External link] in June 1946. Communist forces were victorious and established the People's Republic of China on the mainland, while nationalist forces retreated to Taiwan[image: External link] in 1949.[301] In the Middle East, the Arab rejection of the United Nations Partition Plan for Palestine[image: External link] and the creation of Israel[image: External link] marked the escalation of the Arab–Israeli conflict[image: External link]. While European powers attempted to retain some or all of their colonial empires[image: External link], their losses of prestige and resources during the war rendered this unsuccessful, leading to decolonisation[image: External link].[302][303]

The global economy suffered heavily from the war, although participating nations were affected differently. The US emerged much richer than any other nation; it had a baby boom[image: External link] and by 1950 its gross domestic product per person was much higher than that of any of the other powers and it dominated the world economy.[304] The UK and US pursued a policy of industrial disarmament in Western Germany[image: External link] in the years 1945–1948.[305] Because of international trade interdependencies this led to European economic stagnation and delayed European recovery for several years.[306][307]

Recovery began with the mid-1948 currency reform in Western Germany[image: External link], and was sped up by the liberalisation of European economic policy that the Marshall Plan[image: External link] (1948–1951) both directly and indirectly caused.[308][309] The post-1948 West German recovery has been called the German economic miracle[image: External link].[310] Italy also experienced an economic boom[image: External link][311] and the French economy rebounded[image: External link].[312] By contrast, the United Kingdom was in a state of economic ruin,[313] and although it received a quarter of the total Marshall Plan assistance, more than any other European country,[314] continued relative economic decline for decades.[315]

The Soviet Union, despite enormous human and material losses, also experienced rapid increase in production in the immediate post-war era.[316] Japan experienced incredibly rapid[image: External link] economic growth, becoming one of the most powerful economies in the world by the 1980s.[317] China returned to its pre-war industrial production by 1952.[318]
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Estimates for the total number of casualties in the war vary, because many deaths went unrecorded. Most suggest that some 60 million people died in the war, including about 20 million military personnel[image: External link] and 40 million civilians.[319][320][321] Many of the civilians died because of deliberate genocide[image: External link], massacres[image: External link], mass-bombings[image: External link], disease[image: External link], and starvation[image: External link].

The Soviet Union lost around 27 million people during the war,[322] including 8.7 million military and 19 million civilian deaths. The largest portion of military dead were 5.7 million ethnic Russians[image: External link], followed by 1.3 million ethnic Ukrainians[image: External link].[323] A quarter of the people in the Soviet Union were wounded or killed.[324] Germany sustained 5.3 million military losses, mostly on the Eastern Front and during the final battles in Germany.[325]

Of the total number of deaths in World War II, approximately 85 per cent—mostly Soviet and Chinese—were on the Allied side and 15 per cent were on the Axis side. Many of these deaths were caused by war crimes committed by German[image: External link] and Japanese forces[image: External link] in occupied territories. An estimated 11[326] to 17 million[327] civilians died either as a direct or as an indirect result of Nazi ideological policies, including the systematic genocide of around 6 million Jews[image: External link] during the Holocaust[image: External link], along with a further 5 to 6 million ethnic Poles[image: External link] and other Slavs[image: External link] (including Ukrainians[image: External link] and Belarusians[image: External link])[328]— Roma[image: External link], homosexuals[image: External link], and other ethnic and minority groups.[327] Hundreds of thousands (varying estimates) of ethnic Serbs[image: External link], along with gypsies and Jews, were murdered by the Axis-aligned Croatian Ustaše[image: External link] in Yugoslavia[image: External link],[329] and retribution-related killings[image: External link] were committed just after the war ended.

In Asia and the Pacific, between 3 million and more than 10 million civilians, mostly Chinese (estimated at 7.5 million[330]), were killed by the Japanese occupation forces.[331] The best-known Japanese atrocity was the Nanking Massacre[image: External link], in which fifty to three hundred thousand Chinese civilians were raped and murdered.[332] Mitsuyoshi Himeta reported that 2.7 million casualties occurred during the Sankō Sakusen[image: External link]. General Yasuji Okamura[image: External link] implemented the policy in Heipei and Shantung[image: External link].[333]

Axis forces employed biological[image: External link] and chemical weapons[image: External link]. The Imperial Japanese Army[image: External link] used a variety of such weapons during its invasion and occupation of China[image: External link] (see Unit 731[image: External link])[334][335] and in early conflicts against the Soviets[image: External link].[336] Both the Germans and Japanese tested[image: External link] such weapons against civilians[337] and, sometimes on prisoners of war[image: External link].[338]

The Soviet Union was responsible for the Katyn massacre[image: External link] of 22,000 Polish officers,[339] and the imprisonment or execution of thousands of political prisoners by the NKVD[image: External link],[340] in the Baltic states[image: External link], and eastern Poland[image: External link] annexed by the Red Army.

The mass-bombing of cities in Europe and Asia has often been called a war crime. However, no positive[image: External link] or specific customary[image: External link] international humanitarian law[image: External link] with respect to aerial warfare[image: External link] existed before or during World War II.[341]
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The German government led by Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party[image: External link] was responsible for the Holocaust[image: External link], the killing of approximately 6 million Jews, as well as 2.7 million ethnic Poles[image: External link],[342] and 4 million others who were deemed "unworthy of life[image: External link]" (including the disabled[image: External link] and mentally ill[image: External link], Soviet prisoners of war[image: External link], homosexuals[image: External link], Freemasons[image: External link], Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link], and Romani[image: External link]) as part of a programme of deliberate extermination. About 12 million, most of whom were Eastern Europeans[image: External link], were employed in the German war economy as forced labourers[image: External link].[343]

In addition to Nazi concentration camps[image: External link], the Soviet gulags[image: External link] (labour camps[image: External link]) led to the death of citizens of occupied countries such as Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia, as well as German prisoners of war[image: External link] (POWs) and even Soviet citizens who had been or were thought to be supporters of the Nazis.[344] Sixty per cent of Soviet POWs of the Germans[image: External link] died during the war.[345] Richard Overy[image: External link] gives the number of 5.7 million Soviet POWs. Of those, 57 per cent died or were killed, a total of 3.6 million.[346] Soviet ex-POWs and repatriated civilians were treated with great suspicion as potential Nazi collaborators, and some of them were sent to the Gulag upon being checked by the NKVD.[347]

Japanese prisoner-of-war camps[image: External link], many of which were used as labour camps, also had high death rates. The International Military Tribunal for the Far East[image: External link] found the death rate of Western prisoners was 27.1 per cent (for American POWs, 37 per cent),[348] seven times that of POWs under the Germans and Italians.[349] While 37,583 prisoners from the UK, 28,500 from the Netherlands, and 14,473 from the United States were released after the surrender of Japan[image: External link], the number of Chinese released was only 56.[350]

According to historian Zhifen Ju, at least five million Chinese civilians from northern China and Manchukuo were enslaved between 1935 and 1941 by the East Asia Development Board[image: External link], or Kōain, for work in mines and war industries. After 1942, the number reached 10 million.[351] The US Library of Congress estimates that in Java[image: External link], between 4 and 10 million rōmusha[image: External link] (Japanese: "manual labourers"), were forced to work by the Japanese military. About 270,000 of these Javanese labourers were sent to other Japanese-held areas in South East Asia, and only 52,000 were repatriated to Java.[352]

On 19 February 1942, Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066[image: External link], interning about 100,000 Japanese living on the West Coast. Canada had a similar programme.[353][354] In addition, 14,000 German and Italian citizens who had been assessed as being security risks were also interned.[355]

In accordance with the Allied agreement made at the Yalta Conference[image: External link] millions of POWs and civilians were used as forced labour by the Soviet Union[image: External link].[356] In Hungary's case, Hungarians were forced to work for the Soviet Union[image: External link] until 1955.[357]
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In Europe, occupation came under two forms. In Western, Northern, and Central Europe (France, Norway, Denmark, the Low Countries, and the annexed portions of Czechoslovakia[image: External link]) Germany established economic policies through which it collected roughly 69.5 billion reichmarks (27.8 billion US Dollars) by the end of the war, this figure does not include the sizeable plunder[image: External link] of industrial products, military equipment, raw materials and other goods.[358] Thus, the income from occupied nations was over 40 per cent of the income Germany collected from taxation, a figure which increased to nearly 40 per cent of total German income as the war went on.[359]

In the East, the much hoped for bounties of Lebensraum[image: External link] were never attained as fluctuating front-lines and Soviet scorched earth[image: External link] policies denied resources to the German invaders.[360] Unlike in the West, the Nazi racial policy[image: External link] encouraged extreme brutality against what it considered to be the "inferior people[image: External link]" of Slavic descent; most German advances were thus followed by mass executions[image: External link].[361] Although resistance groups[image: External link] formed in most occupied territories, they did not significantly hamper German operations in either the East[362] or the West[363] until late 1943.

In Asia, Japan termed nations under its occupation as being part of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere[image: External link], essentially a Japanese hegemony[image: External link] which it claimed was for purposes of liberating colonised peoples.[364] Although Japanese forces were originally welcomed as liberators from European domination in some territories, their excessive brutality turned local public opinion against them within weeks.[365] During Japan's initial conquest it captured 4,000,000 barrels (640,000 m3) of oil (~5.5×105 tonnes) left behind by retreating Allied forces, and by 1943 was able to get production in the Dutch East Indies up to 50 million barrels (~6.8×10^6 t), 76 per cent of its 1940 output rate.[365]
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In Europe, before the outbreak of the war, the Allies had significant advantages in both population and economics. In 1938, the Western Allies (United Kingdom, France, Poland and British Dominions) had a 30 per cent larger population and a 30 per cent higher gross domestic product than the European Axis powers (Germany and Italy); if colonies are included, it then gives the Allies more than a 5:1 advantage in population and nearly 2:1 advantage in GDP.[366] In Asia at the same time, China had roughly six times the population of Japan, but only an 89 per cent higher GDP; this is reduced to three times the population and only a 38 per cent higher GDP if Japanese colonies are included.[366]

Though the Allies' economic and population advantages were largely mitigated during the initial rapid blitzkrieg attacks of Germany and Japan, they became the decisive factor by 1942, after the United States and Soviet Union joined the Allies, as the war largely settled into one of attrition[image: External link].[367] While the Allies' ability to out-produce the Axis is often attributed to the Allies having more access to natural resources, other factors, such as Germany and Japan's reluctance to employ women in the labour force[image: External link],[368] Allied strategic bombing[image: External link],[369] and Germany's late shift to a war economy[image: External link][370] contributed significantly. Additionally, neither Germany nor Japan planned to fight a protracted war, and were not equipped to do so.[371] To improve their production, Germany and Japan used millions of slave labourers[image: External link];[372] Germany used[image: External link] about 12 million people, mostly from Eastern Europe,[343] while Japan used[image: External link] more than 18 million people in Far East Asia.[351][352]
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Aircraft were used for reconnaissance[image: External link], as fighters[image: External link], bombers[image: External link], and ground-support[image: External link], and each role was advanced considerably. Innovation included airlift[image: External link] (the capability to quickly move limited high-priority supplies, equipment, and personnel);[373] and of strategic bombing[image: External link] (the bombing of enemy industrial and population centres to destroy the enemy's ability to wage war).[374] Anti-aircraft weaponry[image: External link] also advanced, including defences such as radar[image: External link] and surface-to-air artillery, such as the German 88 mm gun[image: External link]. The use of the jet aircraft[image: External link] was pioneered and, though late introduction meant it had little impact, it led to jets becoming standard in air forces worldwide.[375]

Advances were made in nearly every aspect of naval warfare[image: External link], most notably with aircraft carriers and submarines. Although aeronautical[image: External link] warfare had relatively little success at the start of the war, actions at Taranto[image: External link], Pearl Harbor, and the Coral Sea[image: External link] established the carrier as the dominant capital ship in place of the battleship.[376][377][378]

In the Atlantic, escort carriers[image: External link] proved to be a vital part of Allied convoys, increasing the effective protection radius and helping to close the Mid-Atlantic gap[image: External link].[379] Carriers were also more economical than battleships because of the relatively low cost of aircraft[380] and their not requiring to be as heavily armoured.[381] Submarines, which had proved to be an effective weapon during the First World War[image: External link],[382] were anticipated by all sides to be important in the second. The British focused development on anti-submarine[image: External link] weaponry[image: External link] and tactics, such as sonar[image: External link] and convoys, while Germany focused on improving its offensive capability, with designs such as the Type VII submarine[image: External link] and wolfpack[image: External link] tactics.[383] Gradually, improving Allied technologies such as the Leigh light[image: External link], hedgehog[image: External link], squid[image: External link], and homing torpedoes[image: External link] proved victorious.

Land warfare[image: External link] changed from the static front lines of World War I to increased mobility and combined arms[image: External link]. The tank[image: External link], which had been used predominantly for infantry support in the First World War, had evolved into the primary weapon.[384] In the late 1930s, tank design was considerably more advanced than it had been during World War I,[385] and advances continued throughout the war[image: External link] with increases in speed, armour and firepower.

At the start of the war, most commanders thought enemy tanks should be met by tanks with superior specifications.[386] This idea was challenged by the poor performance of the relatively light early tank guns against armour, and German doctrine of avoiding tank-versus-tank combat. This, along with Germany's use of combined arms, were among the key elements of their highly successful blitzkrieg tactics across Poland and France.[384] Many means of destroying tanks[image: External link], including indirect artillery[image: External link], anti-tank guns[image: External link] (both towed and self-propelled[image: External link]), mines[image: External link], short-ranged infantry antitank weapons, and other tanks were utilised.[386] Even with large-scale mechanisation, infantry remained the backbone of all forces,[387] and throughout the war, most infantry were equipped similarly to World War I.[388]

The portable machine gun spread, a notable example being the German MG34[image: External link], and various submachine guns[image: External link] which were suited to close combat[image: External link] in urban and jungle settings.[388] The assault rifle[image: External link], a late war development incorporating many features of the rifle and submachine gun, became the standard postwar infantry weapon for most armed forces.[389][390]

Most major belligerents attempted to solve the problems of complexity and security involved in using large codebooks[image: External link] for cryptography[image: External link] by designing ciphering[image: External link] machines, the most well known being the German Enigma machine[image: External link].[391] Development of SIGINT[image: External link] (signals intelligence) and cryptanalysis[image: External link] enabled the countering process of decryption. Notable examples were the Allied decryption of Japanese naval codes[image: External link][392] and British Ultra[image: External link], a pioneering method[image: External link] for decoding Enigma benefiting from information given to Britain by the Polish Cipher Bureau[image: External link], which had been decoding early versions of Enigma before the war.[393] Another aspect of military intelligence[image: External link] was the use of deception[image: External link], which the Allies used to great effect, such as in operations Mincemeat[image: External link] and Bodyguard[image: External link].[392][394] Other technological and engineering feats achieved during, or as a result of, the war include the world's first programmable computers ( Z3[image: External link], Colossus[image: External link], and ENIAC[image: External link]), guided missiles[image: External link] and modern rockets[image: External link], the Manhattan Project[image: External link]'s development of nuclear weapons[image: External link], operations research[image: External link] and the development of artificial harbours[image: External link] and oil pipelines under the English Channel[image: External link].
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See also: List of World War II documentary films[image: External link]



	
The World Wars (miniseries)[image: External link] The World Wars is a three-part, six-hour event miniseries by the History Channel that premiered on Monday, 26 May 2014, (Memorial Day) airing for three consecutive nights. An extended version of the series with never before seen footage was subsequently broadcast on H2 and in more than 160 countries on 22 June 2014

	
Apocalypse: The Second World War[image: External link] (2009), a six-part French documentary by Daniel Costelle and Isabelle Clarke about World War II

	
Battlefield[image: External link], a documentary television series initially issued in 1994–5, that explores many important World War II battles

	
BBC History of World War II[image: External link], a television series, initially issued from 1989 to 2005.

	
The World at War[image: External link] (1974), a 26-part Thames Television[image: External link] series that covers most aspects of World War II from many points of view. It includes interviews with many key figures including Karl Dönitz[image: External link], Albert Speer[image: External link], and Anthony Eden[image: External link].
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 Notes






	
^ While various other dates[image: External link] have been proposed as the date on which World War II began or ended, this is the time span most frequently cited.


	
^ Upon his death in 1989, Emperor Hirohito was posthumously proclaimed Emperor Shōwa. While either use is considered acceptable, his English name (Hirohito) is used here as it is this name by which he was known to most of the West during World War II.
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Flag of the United States






"American Flag" redirects here. For other uses, see American Flag (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The flag of the United States of America, often referred to as the American flag, is the national flag[image: External link] of the United States. It consists of thirteen equal horizontal stripes of red (top and bottom) alternating with white, with a blue rectangle in the canton[image: External link] (referred to specifically as the "union") bearing fifty small, white, five-pointed stars[image: External link] arranged in nine offset horizontal rows, where rows of six stars (top and bottom) alternate with rows of five stars. The 50 stars on the flag represent the 50 states of the United States of America[image: External link], and the 13 stripes represent the thirteen British colonies[image: External link] that declared independence from the Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link], and became the first states in the U.S.[1] Nicknames for the flag include The Stars and Stripes,[2] Old Glory,[3] and The Star-Spangled Banner.
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 History




See also: Timeline of the flag of the United States[image: External link]


The current design of the U.S. flag is its 27th; the design of the flag has been modified officially 26 times since 1777. The 48-star flag was in effect for 47 years until the 49-star version became official on July 4, 1959. The 50-star flag was ordered by the then president Eisenhower[image: External link] on August 21, 1959, and was adopted in July 1960. It is the longest-used version of the U.S. flag and has been in use for over 56 years.[4]
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 First flag




Main article: Grand Union Flag[image: External link]


At the time of the Declaration of Independence[image: External link] in July 1776, the Continental Congress[image: External link] would not legally adopt flags with "stars, white in a blue field" for another year. The flag contemporaneously known as "the Continental Colors[image: External link]" has historically been referred to as the first national flag.[5]

The Continental Navy raised the Colors[image: External link] as the ensign[image: External link] of the fledgling nation in the American War for Independence[image: External link]—likely with the expedient of transforming their previous British red ensigns[image: External link] by adding white stripes—and would use this flag until 1777, when it would form the basis for the subsequent de jure[image: External link] designs.[5][6]

The name "Grand Union" was first applied to the Continental Colors by George Preble in his 1872 history of the American flag.[6]

The flag closely resembles the British East India Company[image: External link] flag of the era, and Sir Charles Fawcett[image: External link] argued in 1937 that the company flag inspired the design.[7] Both flags could have been easily constructed by adding white stripes to a British Red Ensign[image: External link], one of the three maritime flags[image: External link] used throughout the British Empire[image: External link] at the time. However, an East India Company flag could have from nine to 13 stripes, and was not allowed to be flown outside the Indian Ocean.[8]

In any case, both the stripes (barry)[image: External link] and the stars (mullets)[image: External link] have precedents in classical heraldry. Mullets were comparatively rare in early modern heraldry, but an example of mullets representing territorial divisions predating the U.S. flag are those in the coat of arms of Valais[image: External link] of 1618, where seven mullets stood for seven districts[image: External link].
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On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress[image: External link] passed the Flag Resolution which stated: "Resolved, That the flag of the thirteen United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation."[9] Flag Day[image: External link] is now observed on June 14 of each year. While scholars still argue about this, tradition holds that the new flag was first hoisted in June 1777 by the Continental Army[image: External link] at the Middlebrook encampment[image: External link].[10]

The first official U.S. flag flown during battle was on August 3, 1777, at Fort Schuyler (Fort Stanwix) during the Siege of Fort Stanwix[image: External link]. Massachusetts reinforcements brought news of the adoption by Congress of the official flag to Fort Schuyler. Soldiers cut up their shirts to make the white stripes; scarlet material to form the red was secured from red flannel petticoats of officers' wives, while material for the blue union was secured from Capt. Abraham Swartwout's blue cloth coat. A voucher is extant that Capt. Swartwout of Dutchess County was paid by Congress for his coat for the flag.[11]

The 1777 resolution was most probably meant to define a naval ensign[image: External link]. In the late 18th century, the notion of a national flag[image: External link] did not yet exist, or was only nascent. The flag resolution appears between other resolutions from the Marine Committee. On May 10, 1779, Secretary of the Board of War Richard Peters[image: External link] expressed concern "it is not yet settled what is the Standard of the United States."[12] However, the term, "Standard," referred to a national standard for the Army of the United States. Each regiment was to carry the national standard in addition to its regimental standard. The national standard was not a reference to the national or naval flag.[13]

The Flag Resolution did not specify any particular arrangement, number of points, nor orientation for the stars and the arrangement or whether the flag had to have seven red stripes and six white ones or vice versa.[14] The appearance was up to the maker of the flag. Some flag makers arranged the stars into one big star, in a circle or in rows and some replaced a state's star with its initial.[15] One arrangement features 13 five-pointed stars arranged in a circle, with the stars arranged pointing outwards from the circle (as opposed to up), the so-called Betsy Ross flag[image: External link]. This flag, however, is more likely a flag used for celebrations of anniversaries of the nation's birthday. Experts have dated the earliest known example of this flag to be 1792 in a painting by John Trumbull.[16]

Despite the 1777 resolution, the early years of American independence featured many different flags. Most were individually crafted rather than mass-produced. While there are many examples of 13-star arrangements, some of those flags included blue stripes as well as red and white. Benjamin Franklin and John Adams, in a letter dated October 3, 1778, to the King of the Two Sicilies, described the American flag as consisting of "13 stripes, alternately red, white, and blue, a small square in the upper angle, next the flag staff, is a blue field, with 13 white stars, denoting a new Constellation."[17] John Paul Jones used a variety of 13-star flags on his U.S. Navy ships including the well-documented 1779 flags of the Serapis and the Alliance. The Serapis flag[image: External link] had three rows of eight-pointed stars with stripes that were red, white, and blue. The flag for the Alliance, however, had five rows of eight-pointed stars with 13 red and white stripes, and the white stripes were on the outer edges.[18] Both flags were documented by the Dutch government in October 1779, making them two of the earliest known flags of 13 stars.[19]
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 Designer of the first stars and stripes




Francis Hopkinson[image: External link] of New Jersey[image: External link], a naval flag designer, and a signer of the Declaration of Independence[image: External link], designed the 1777 flag[20] while he was the Chairman of the Continental Navy Board's Middle Department, sometime between his appointment to that position in November 1776 and the time that the flag resolution was adopted in June 1777. The Navy Board was under the Continental Marine Committee.[21] Not only did Hopkinson claim that he designed the U.S. flag, but he also claimed that he designed a flag for the U.S. Navy. Hopkinson was the only person to have made such a claim during his own lifetime, when he sent a letter and several bills to Congress for his work. These claims are documented in the Journals of the Continental Congress and George Hasting's biography of Hopkinson. Hopkinson initially wrote a letter to Congress, via the Continental Board of Admiralty, on May 25, 1780.[22] In this letter, he asked for a "Quarter Cask of the Public Wine" as payment for designing the U.S. flag, the seal for the Admiralty Board, the seal for the Treasury Board, Continental currency, the Great Seal of the United States[image: External link], and other devices. However, in three subsequent bills to Congress, Hopkinson asked to be paid in cash, but he did not list his U.S. flag design. Instead, he asked to be paid for designing the "great Naval Flag of the United States" in the first bill; the "Naval Flag of the United States" in the second bill; and "the Naval Flag of the States" in the third, along with the other items. The flag references were generic terms for the naval ensign that Hopkinson had designed, that is, a flag of seven red stripes and six white ones. The predominance of red stripes made the naval flag more visible against the sky on a ship at sea. By contrast, Hopkinson's flag for the United States had seven white stripes, and six red ones – in reality, six red stripes laid on a white background.[23] Hopkinson's sketches have not been found, but we can make these conclusions because Hopkinson incorporated different stripe arrangements in the Admiralty (naval) Seal that he designed in the Spring of 1780 and the Great Seal of the United States that he proposed at the same time. His Admiralty Seal had seven red stripes;[24] whereas, his second U.S. Seal proposal had seven white ones.[25] Hopkinson's flag for the Navy is the one that the Nation preferred as the national flag. Remnants of Hopkinson's U.S. flag of seven white stripes can be found in the Great Seal of the United States and the President's seal.[23] When Hopkinson was chairman of the Navy Board, his position was like that of today's Secretary of the Navy.[26] The payment was not made, however, because it was determined he had already received a salary as a member of Congress.[27][28] This contradicts the legend of the Betsy Ross flag[image: External link], which suggests that she sewed the first Stars and Stripes flag by request of the government in the Spring of 1776.[29][30] Furthermore, a letter from the War Board to George Washington on May 10, 1779, documents that there was still no design established for a national flag for the Army's use in battle.[31]

The origin of the stars and stripes design has been muddled by a story disseminated by the descendants of Betsy Ross. The apocryphal[image: External link] story credits Betsy Ross[image: External link] for sewing the first flag from a pencil sketch handed to her by George Washington. No evidence for this exists either in the diaries of George Washington nor in the records of the Continental Congress. Indeed, nearly a century passed before Ross' grandson, William Canby, first publicly suggested the story in 1870.[32] By her family's own admission, Ross ran an upholstery business, and she had never made a flag as of the supposed visit in June 1776.[33] Furthermore, her grandson admitted that his own search through the Journals of Congress and other official records failed to find corroboration of his grandmother's story.[34]

The family of Rebecca Young[image: External link] claimed that she sewed the first flag.[35] Young's daughter was Mary Pickersgill[image: External link], who made the Star Spangled Banner Flag[image: External link].[36][37] According to rumor, the Washington family coat of arms[image: External link], shown in a 15th-century window of Selby Abbey[image: External link], was the origin of the stars and stripes.[38]
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 Later flag acts






See also: Flag Acts (U.S.)[image: External link]


In 1795, the number of stars and stripes was increased from 13 to 15 (to reflect the entry of Vermont and Kentucky as states of the Union). For a time the flag was not changed when subsequent states were admitted, probably because it was thought that this would cause too much clutter. It was the 15-star, 15-stripe flag that inspired Francis Scott Key[image: External link] to write "Defence of Fort M'Henry", later known as "The Star Spangled Banner[image: External link]", which is now the American national anthem[image: External link]. The flag is currently on display in the exhibition, "The Star-Spangled Banner: The Flag That Inspired the National Anthem" at the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link] National Museum of American History[image: External link] in a two-story display chamber that protects the flag while it is on view.[39]

On April 4, 1818, a plan was passed by Congress at the suggestion of U.S. Naval Captain Samuel C. Reid[image: External link][40] in which the flag was changed to have 20 stars, with a new star to be added when each new state was admitted, but the number of stripes would be reduced to 13 so as to honor the original colonies[image: External link]. The act specified that new flag designs should become official on the first July 4 (Independence Day[image: External link]) following admission of one or more new states. The most recent change, from 49 stars to 50, occurred in 1960 when the present design was chosen, after Hawaii gained statehood in August 1959. Before that, the admission of Alaska[image: External link] in January 1959 prompted the debut of a short-lived 49-star flag.[41]

Prior to the adoption of the 48-star flag in 1912, there was no official arrangement of the stars in the canton, although the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy used standardized designs. Throughout the 19th century there was an abundance of different star patterns, rectangular and circular.

On July 4, 2007, the 50-star flag became the version of the flag in longest use, surpassing the 48-star flag that was used from 1912 to 1959.
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 The "Flower Flag" arrives in Asia




The U.S. flag was brought to the city of Canton[image: External link] (Guǎngzhōu) in China in 1784 by the merchant ship Empress of China, which carried a cargo of ginseng[image: External link].[42] There it gained the designation "Flower Flag" ( Chinese[image: External link]: 花旗[image: External link]; pinyin[image: External link]: huāqí; Cantonese Yale[image: External link]: fākeì).[43] According to a pseudonymous account first published in the Boston Courier[image: External link] and later retold by author and U.S. naval officer George H. Preble[image: External link]:


When the thirteen stripes and stars first appeared at Canton, much curiosity was excited among the people. News was circulated that a strange ship had arrived from the further end of the world, bearing a flag "as beautiful as a flower." Every body went to see the kwa kee chuen [花旗船; Fākeìsyùhn], or "flower flagship." This name at once established itself in the language, and America is now called the kwa kee kwoh [ 花旗國[image: External link]; Fākeìgwok], the "flower flag country"—and an American, kwa kee kwoh yin [花旗國人; Fākeìgwokyàhn]—"flower flag countryman"—a more complimentary designation than that of "red headed barbarian"—the name first bestowed upon the Dutch.[44][45]



In the above quote, the Chinese words are written phonetically based on spoken Cantonese[image: External link]. The names given were common usage in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.[46] Other Asian nations have equivalent terms for America, for example Vietnamese[image: External link]: Hoa Kỳ[image: External link] ("Flower Flag"). Chinese now refer to the United States as simplified Chinese[image: External link]: 美国[image: External link]; traditional Chinese[image: External link]: 美國; pinyin[image: External link]: Měiguó. Měi is short for Měilìjiān (simplified Chinese[image: External link]: 美利坚; traditional Chinese[image: External link]: 美利堅, phono-semantic matching[image: External link] of "American") and "guó" means "country", so this name is unrelated to the flag. However, the "flower flag" terminology persists in some places today: for example, American Ginseng[image: External link] is called simplified Chinese[image: External link]: 花旗参; traditional Chinese[image: External link]: 花旗參; literally: "flower flag ginseng" in Chinese, and Citibank[image: External link], which opened a branch in China in 1902, is known as 花旗银行; "Flower Flag Bank".[46]

The U.S. flag took its first trip around the world in 1787–90 on board the Columbia[image: External link].[43] William Driver[image: External link], who coined the phrase "Old Glory", took the U.S. flag around the world in 1831–32.[43] The flag attracted the notice of Japanese when an oversized version was carried to Yokohama[image: External link] by the steamer Great Republic as part of a round-the-world journey in 1871.[47]
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 Historical progression of designs




See also: List of U.S. states by date of statehood[image: External link]


In the following table depicting the 28 various designs of the United States flag, the star patterns for the flags are merely the usual patterns, often associated with the United States Navy[image: External link]. Canton designs, prior to the proclamation of the 48-star flag, had no official arrangement of the stars. Furthermore, the exact colors of the flag were not standardized until 1934.[48]



	Number of

stars
	Number of

stripes
	Design(s)
	States represented

by new stars
	Dates in use
	Duration



	0
	13
	Union Jack[image: External link] instead of stars, red and white stripes represent Connecticut, Delaware[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], New Hampshire[image: External link], New Jersey[image: External link], New York, North Carolina[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link], Rhode Island[image: External link], South Carolina[image: External link], Virginia[image: External link]
	December 3, 1775[49] – June 14, 1777
	 1 1⁄2 years



	13
	13
	Connecticut, Delaware[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], New Hampshire[image: External link], New Jersey[image: External link], New York, North Carolina[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link], Rhode Island[image: External link], South Carolina[image: External link], Virginia[image: External link]
	June 14, 1777 – May 1, 1795
	18 years



	15
	15
	Vermont[image: External link], Kentucky[image: External link]
	May 1, 1795 – July 3, 1818
	23 years



	20
	13
	Indiana[image: External link], Louisiana[image: External link], Mississippi[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link], Tennessee[image: External link]
	July 4, 1818 – July 3, 1819
	1 year



	21
	13
	Illinois[image: External link]
	July 4, 1819 – July 3, 1820
	1 year



	23
	13
	Alabama[image: External link], Maine[image: External link]
	July 4, 1820 – July 3, 1822
	2 years



	24
	13
	Missouri[image: External link]
	July 4, 1822 – July 3, 1836

1831 term "Old Glory" coined
	14 years



	25
	13
	Arkansas[image: External link]
	July 4, 1836 – July 3, 1837
	1 year



	26
	13
	Michigan[image: External link]
	July 4, 1837 – July 3, 1845
	8 years



	27
	13
	Florida[image: External link]
	July 4, 1845 – July 3, 1846
	1 year



	28
	13
	Texas[image: External link]
	July 4, 1846 – July 3, 1847
	1 year



	29
	13
	Iowa[image: External link]
	July 4, 1847 – July 3, 1848
	1 year



	30
	13
	Wisconsin[image: External link]
	July 4, 1848 – July 3, 1851
	3 years



	31
	13
	California[image: External link]
	July 4, 1851 – July 3, 1858
	7 years



	32
	13
	Minnesota[image: External link]
	July 4, 1858 – July 3, 1859
	1 year



	33
	13
	Oregon[image: External link]
	July 4, 1859 – July 3, 1861
	2 years



	34
	13
	Kansas[image: External link]
	July 4, 1861 – July 3, 1863
	2 years



	35
	13
	West Virginia[image: External link]
	July 4, 1863 – July 3, 1865
	2 years



	36
	13
	Nevada[image: External link]
	July 4, 1865 – July 3, 1867
	2 years



	37
	13
	Nebraska[image: External link]
	July 4, 1867 – July 3, 1877
	10 years



	38
	13
	Colorado[image: External link]
	July 4, 1877 – July 3, 1890
	13 years



	43
	13
	Idaho[image: External link], Montana[image: External link], North Dakota[image: External link], South Dakota[image: External link], Washington[image: External link]
	July 4, 1890 – July 3, 1891
	1 year



	44
	13
	Wyoming[image: External link]
	July 4, 1891 – July 3, 1896
	5 years



	45
	13
	Utah[image: External link]
	July 4, 1896 – July 3, 1908
	12 years



	46
	13
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	July 4, 1908 – July 3, 1912
	4 years



	48
	13
	Arizona[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link]
	July 4, 1912 – July 3, 1959
	47 years



	49
	13
	Alaska[image: External link]
	July 4, 1959 – July 3, 1960
	1 year



	50
	13
	Hawaii[image: External link]
	July 4, 1960 – present
	56 years
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 Future of the flag




See also: 51st state[image: External link]


In the November 2012 U.S. election, Puerto Rico[image: External link] voted to become a U.S. state. However, the legitimacy of the result of this election was disputed.[50] On June 11, 2017, another referendum was held, this time with the result that 97% of voters in Puerto Rico voted for statehood.[51][52] Similarly in November 2016, a statehood referendum was held[image: External link] in the District of Columbia[image: External link] where 86% of voters approving the proposal. If a new U.S. state were to be admitted[image: External link], it would require a new design on the flag to accommodate the additional star.[53]
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 Symbolism




The modern meaning of the flag was forged in December 1860, when Major Robert Anderson[image: External link] moved the U.S. garrison from Fort Moultrie[image: External link] to Fort Sumter[image: External link] in Charleston Harbor. Author Adam Goodheart argues this was the opening move of the American Civil War[image: External link], and the flag was used throughout northern states to symbolize American nationalism and rejection of secessionism.


Before that day, the flag had served mostly as a military ensign or a convenient marking of American territory, flown from forts, embassies, and ships, and displayed on special occasions like American Independence day. But in the weeks after Major Anderson's surprising stand, it became something different. Suddenly the Stars and Stripes flew—as it does today, and especially as it did after the September 11 attacks[image: External link] in 2001—from houses, from storefronts, from churches; above the village greens and college quads. For the first time American flags were mass-produced rather than individually stitched and even so, manufacturers could not keep up with demand. As the long winter of 1861 turned into spring, that old flag meant something new. The abstraction of the Union cause was transfigured into a physical thing: strips of cloth that millions of people would fight for, and many thousands die for.

– Adam Goodheart.[54]



The flag of the United States is one of the nation's most widely recognized symbols. Within the United States, flags are frequently displayed not only on public buildings but on private residences. The flag is a common motif on decals for car windows, and clothing ornaments such as badges and lapel pins. Throughout the world the flag has been used in public discourse to refer to the United States.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The flag has become a powerful symbol of Americanism[image: External link], and is proudly flown on many occasions, with giant outdoor flags used by retail outlets to draw customers. Desecration of the flag[image: External link] is considered a public outrage, but remains protected as freedom of speech[image: External link]. In worldwide comparison, Testi noted in 2010 that the United States was not unique in adoring its banner, for the flags of Scandinavian countries are also "beloved, domesticated, commercialized and sacralized objects".[55]
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 Design
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 Creation




The man credited with designing the current 50 star American flag was Robert G. Heft[image: External link]. He was 17 years old at the time and created the flag design in 1958 as a high school class project while living with his grandparents in Ohio.[56] He received a B− on the project.[57] According to Heft, his history teacher honored their agreement to change his grade to an A[image: External link] after his design was selected.[58][59]
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 Specifications




The basic design of the current flag is specified by 4 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1[image: External link]; 4 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2[image: External link] outlines the addition of new stars to represent new states. The specification[image: External link] gives the following values:


	Hoist (height) of the flag: A = 1.0

	Fly (width) of the flag: B = 1.9[60]


	Hoist (height) of the canton ("union"): C = 0.5385 (A × 7/13, spanning seven stripes)

	Fly (width) of the canton: D = 0.76 (B × 2/5, two-fifths of the flag width)

	
E = F = 0.0538 (C/10, One-tenth of the height of the canton)

	
G = H = 0.0633 (D/12, One twelfth of the width of the canton)

	Diameter of star: K = 0.0616 (L × 4/5, four-fifths of the stripe width, the calculation only gives 0.0616 if L is first rounded to 0.077)

	Width of stripe: L = 0.0769 (A/13, One thirteenth of the flag height)



These specifications are contained in an executive order[image: External link] which, strictly speaking, governs only flags made for or by the U.S. federal government.[61] In practice, most U.S. national flags available for sale to the public have a different width-to-height ratio; common sizes are 2 × 3 ft. or 4 × 6 ft. (flag ratio 1.5), 2.5 × 4 ft. or 5 × 8 ft. (1.6), or 3 × 5 ft. or 6 × 10 ft. (1.667). Even flags flown over the U.S. Capitol for sale to the public through Representatives or Senators are provided in these sizes.[62] Flags that are made to the prescribed 1.9 ratio are often referred to as "G-spec" (for "government specification") flags.
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 Colors




The exact red, white, and blue colors to be used in the flag are specified with reference to the CAUS[image: External link] Standard Color Reference of America[image: External link], 10th edition. Specifically, the colors are "White", "Old Glory Red", and "Old Glory Blue".[63] The CIE coordinates[image: External link] for the colors of the 9th edition of the Standard Color Card were formally specified in JOSA[image: External link] in 1946.[64] These colors form the standard for cloth, and there is no perfect way to convert them to RGB[image: External link] for display on screen or CMYK[image: External link] for printing. The "relative" coordinates in the following table were found by scaling the luminous reflectance relative to the flag's "white".



	Official colors



	Name
	Absolute
	Relative



	
	CIELAB[image: External link] D65
	Munsell[image: External link]
	
	CIELAB D50
	sRGB[image: External link]
	GRACoL 2006[image: External link]



	L*
	a*
	b*
	H
	V/C
	L*
	a*
	b*
	R
	G
	B
	8-bit hex
	C
	M
	Y
	K



	White
	
	88.7
	−0.2
	5.4
	2.5Y
	8.8/0.7
	
	100.0
	0.0
	0.0
	1.000
	1.000
	1.000
	#FFFFFF
	.000
	.000
	.000
	.000



	Old Glory Red
	
	33.9
	51.2
	24.7
	5.5R
	3.3/11.1
	
	39.9
	57.3
	28.7
	.698
	.132
	.203
	#B22234
	.196
	1.000
	.757
	.118



	Old Glory Blue
	
	23.2
	13.1
	−26.4
	8.2PB
	2.3/6.1
	
	26.9
	11.5
	−30.3
	.234
	.233
	.430
	#3C3B6E
	.886
	.851
	.243
	.122




As with the design, the official colors are only officially required for flags produced for the U.S. federal government, and other colors are often used for mass-market flags, printed reproductions, and other products intended to evoke flag colors. The practice of using more saturated[image: External link] colors than the official cloth is not new. As Taylor, Knoche, and Granville wrote in 1950: "The color of the official wool bunting [of the blue field] is a very dark blue, but printed reproductions of the flag, as well as merchandise supposed to match the flag, present the color as a deep blue much brighter than the official wool."[66]

Sometimes, Pantone Matching System[image: External link] (PMS) approximations to the flag colors are used. One set was given on the website of the U.S. embassy in London[image: External link] as early as 1998; the website of the U.S. embassy in Stockholm[image: External link] claimed in 2001 that those had been suggested by Pantone, and that the U.S. Government Printing Office[image: External link] preferred a different set. A third red was suggested by a California Military Department[image: External link] document in 2002.[67] In 2001, the Texas legislature specified that the colors of the Texas flag should be "(1) the same colors used in the United States flag; and (2) defined as numbers 193 (red) and 281 (dark blue) of the Pantone Matching System."[68]



	Pantone approximations



	Source
	PMS
	
	CIELAB D50
	sRGB
	GRACoL 2006



	L*
	a*
	b*
	R
	G
	B
	8-bit hex
	C
	M
	Y
	K



	
	Safe
	
	100.0
	0.0
	0.0
	1.000
	1.000
	1.000
	#FFFFFF
	.000
	.000
	.000
	.000



	U.S. Emb.,

London
	193 C
	
	42.1
	64.4
	26.7
	.756
	.076
	.238
	#C1133D
	.165
	1.000
	.678
	.063



	281 C
	
	15.4
	7.0
	−41.8
	.000
	.149
	.388
	#002663
	1.000
	.906
	.388
	.231



	U.S. Emb.,

Stockholm
	186 C
	
	44.1
	67.8
	37.9
	.800
	.048
	.185
	#CC0C2F
	.122
	1.000
	.796
	.035



	288 C
	
	18.0
	7.6
	−50.3
	.000
	.172
	.466
	#002C77
	1.000
	.863
	.357
	.141



	CA Mil. Dept.
	200 C
	
	41.1
	64.2
	30.8
	.745
	.051
	.203
	#BE0D34
	.169
	1.000
	.749
	.074
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 The 49- and 50-star unions




When Alaska[image: External link] and Hawaii[image: External link] were being considered for statehood in the 1950s, more than 1,500 designs were submitted to President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link]. Although some of them were 49-star versions, the vast majority were 50-star proposals. At least three of these designs were identical to the present design of the 50-star flag.[70] At the time, credit was given by the executive department to the United States Army Institute of Heraldry[image: External link] for the design.

Of these proposals, one created by 17-year-old Robert G. Heft[image: External link] in 1958 as a school project received the most publicity. His mother was a seamstress, but refused to do any of the work for him. He originally received a B– for the project. After discussing the grade with his teacher, it was agreed (somewhat jokingly) that if the flag was accepted by Congress, the grade would be reconsidered. Heft's flag design was chosen and adopted by presidential proclamation after Alaska and before Hawaii was admitted into the Union in 1959.[71] According to Heft, his teacher did keep to their agreement and changed his grade to an A for the project.[59] The 49- and 50-star flags were each flown for the first time at Fort McHenry[image: External link] on Independence Day[image: External link], in 1959 and 1960 respectively.[59]
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 Decoration




Traditionally, the flag may be decorated with golden fringe[image: External link] surrounding the perimeter of the flag as long as it does not deface the flag proper. Ceremonial displays of the flag, such as those in parades[image: External link] or on indoor posts, often use fringe to enhance the appearance of the flag.

The first recorded use of fringe on a flag dates from 1835, and the Army[image: External link] used it officially in 1895. No specific law governs the legality of fringe, but a 1925 opinion of the attorney general[image: External link] addresses the use of fringe (and the number of stars) "... is at the discretion of the Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy ..." as quoted from footnote in previous volumes of Title 4 of the United States Code[image: External link] law books and is a source for claims that such a flag is a military ensign not civilian. However, according to the Army Institute of Heraldry, which has official custody of the flag designs and makes any change ordered, there are no implications of symbolism in the use of fringe.[72] Several federal courts have upheld this conclusion,[73][74] most recently and forcefully in Colorado v. Drew, a Colorado Court of Appeals[image: External link] judgment that was released in May 2010.[75] Traditionally, the Army and Air Force use a fringed National Color for parade, color guard and indoor display, while the Sea Services (Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard) use a fringeless National Color for all occasions.
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 Display and use




The flag is customarily flown year-round at most public buildings, and it is not unusual to find private houses flying full-size (3 by 5 feet (0.91 by 1.52 m)) flags. Some private use is year-round, but becomes widespread on civic holidays like Memorial Day[image: External link], Veterans Day[image: External link], Presidents' Day[image: External link], Flag Day[image: External link], and on Independence Day[image: External link]. On Memorial Day it is common to place small flags by war memorials and next to the graves of U.S. war veterans. Also on Memorial Day it is common to fly the flag at half staff, until noon, in remembrance of those who lost their lives fighting in U.S. wars.
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 Flag etiquette




Main article: United States Flag Code[image: External link]


The United States Flag Code outlines certain guidelines for the use, display, and disposal of the flag. For example, the flag should never be dipped[image: External link] to any person or thing, unless it is the ensign[image: External link] responding to a salute from a ship of a foreign nation. This tradition may come from the 1908 Summer Olympics[image: External link] in London, where countries were asked to dip their flag to King Edward VII[image: External link]: the American flag bearer did not. Team captain Martin Sheridan[image: External link] is famously quoted as saying "this flag dips to no earthly king", though the true provenance of this quotation is unclear.[76][77]

The flag should never be allowed to touch the ground and, if flown at night, must be illuminated. If the edges become tattered through wear, the flag should be repaired or replaced. When a flag is so tattered that it can no longer serve as a symbol of the United States, it should be destroyed in a dignified manner, preferably by burning. The American Legion and other organizations regularly conduct flag retirement ceremonies, often on Flag Day, June 14. (The Boy Scouts of America[image: External link] recommends that modern nylon or polyester flags be recycled instead of burned, due to hazardous gases being produced when such materials are burned.)[78]

The Flag Code[image: External link] prohibits using the flag "for any advertising purpose" and also states that the flag "should not be embroidered, printed, or otherwise impressed on such articles as cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins, boxes, or anything intended to be discarded after temporary use".[79] Both of these codes are generally ignored, almost always without comment.

Section 8, entitled Respect For Flag states in part: "The flag should never be used as wearing apparel, bedding, or drapery", and "No part of the flag should ever be used as a costume or athletic uniform". Section 3 of the Flag Code[80] defines "the flag" as anything "by which the average person seeing the same without deliberation may believe the same to represent the flag of the United States of America".

An additional part of Section 8 Respect For Flag, that is frequently violated at sporting events is part (c) "The flag should never be carried flat or horizontally, but always aloft and free."

Although the Flag Code is U.S. federal law, there is no penalty for a private citizen or group failing to comply with the Flag Code and it is not widely enforced—indeed, punitive enforcement would conflict with the First Amendment[image: External link] right to freedom of speech[image: External link].[81] Passage of the proposed Flag Desecration Amendment[image: External link] would overrule legal precedent that has been established.
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 Display on vehicles




When the flag is affixed to the right side of a vehicle of any kind (e.g.: cars, boats, planes, any physical object that moves), it should be oriented so that the canton is towards the front of the vehicle, as if the flag were streaming backwards from its hoist as the vehicle moves forward. Therefore, U.S. flag decals[image: External link] on the right sides of vehicles may appear to be reversed, with the union to the observer's right instead of left as more commonly seen.

The flag has been displayed on every U.S. spacecraft designed for manned flight, including Mercury[image: External link], Gemini[image: External link], Apollo Command/Service Module[image: External link], Apollo Lunar Module[image: External link], and the Space Shuttle[image: External link]. The flag also appeared on the S-IC[image: External link] first stage of the Saturn V[image: External link] launch vehicle used for Apollo. But since Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo were launched and landed vertically and were not capable of horizontal atmospheric flight as the Space Shuttle did on its landing approach, the "streaming" convention was not followed and these flags were oriented with the stripes running horizontally, perpendicular to the direction of flight.
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 Display on uniforms




On some U.S. military uniforms, flag patches are worn on the right shoulder, following the vehicle convention with the union toward the front. This rule dates back to the Army's early history, when both mounted cavalry and infantry units would designate a standard bearer, who carried the Colors into battle. As he charged, his forward motion caused the flag to stream back. Since the Stars and Stripes are mounted with the canton closest to the pole, that section stayed to the right, while the stripes flew to the left.[82] Several US military uniforms, such as flight suits worn by members of the United States Air Force and Navy, have the flag patch on the left shoulder.[83][84]

Other organizations that wear flag patches on their uniforms can have the flag facing in either direction. The congressional charter of the Boy Scouts of America stipulates that the uniforms should not imitate U.S. military uniforms; consequently, the flags are displayed on the right shoulder with the stripes facing front, the reverse of the military style.[85] Law enforcement officers often wear a small flag patch, either on a shoulder, or above a shirt pocket.

Every U.S. astronaut[image: External link] since the crew of Gemini 4[image: External link] has worn the flag on the left shoulder of his or her space suit[image: External link], with the exception of the crew of Apollo 1[image: External link], whose flags were worn on the right shoulder. In this case, the canton was on the left.
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 Postage stamps




The flag did not appear on U.S. postal stamp issues until the Battle of White Plains[image: External link] Issue was released in 1926, depicting the flag with a circle of 13 stars. The 48-star flag first appeared on the General Casimir Pulaski[image: External link] issue of 1931, though in a small monochrome depiction[image: External link]. The first U.S. postage stamp to feature the flag as the sole subject was issued July 4, 1957, Scott catalog[image: External link] number 1094.[86] Since that time the flag has frequently appeared on U.S. stamps.
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 Display in museums




In 1907 Eben Appleton, New York stockbroker and grandson of Lieutenant Colonel George Armistead[image: External link] (the commander of Fort McHenry during the 1814 bombardment) lent the Star Spangled Banner Flag[image: External link] to the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link], and in 1912 he converted the loan to a gift. Appleton donated the flag with the wish that it would always be on view to the public. In 1994, the National Museum of American History[image: External link] determined that the Star Spangled Banner Flag[image: External link] required further conservation treatment to remain on public display. In 1998 teams of museum conservators, curators, and other specialists helped move the flag from its home in the Museum's Flag Hall into a new conservation laboratory. Following the reopening of the National Museum of American History[image: External link] on November 21, 2008, the flag is now on display in a special exhibition, "The Star-Spangled Banner: The Flag That Inspired the National Anthem," where it rests at a 10 degree angle in dim light for conservation purposes.[39]
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 Places of continuous display




By presidential proclamation, acts of Congress, and custom, U.S. flags are displayed continuously at certain locations.


	Replicas of the Star Spangled Banner Flag[image: External link] (15 stars, 15 stripes) are flown at two sites in Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland: Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine[image: External link][87] and Flag House Square[image: External link].[88]


	
Marine Corps War Memorial[image: External link] (Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima[image: External link]), Arlington[image: External link], Virginia[89]


	The Battle Green[image: External link] in Lexington[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], site of the first shots fired in the Revolution[image: External link][90]


	The White House[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[91]


	Fifty U.S. flags are displayed continuously at the Washington Monument[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[92]





	At U.S. Customs and Border Protection[image: External link] Ports of Entry that are continuously open.[93]


	A Civil War era flag (for the year 1863) flies above Pennsylvania Hall[image: External link] (Old Dorm) at Gettysburg College[image: External link].[94] This building, occupied by both sides at various points of the Battle of Gettysburg[image: External link], served as a lookout and battlefield hospital.

	Grounds of the National Memorial Arch in Valley Forge NHP[image: External link], Valley Forge[image: External link], Pennsylvania[95]


	By custom, at the Maryland[image: External link] home, birthplace, and grave of Francis Scott Key[image: External link]; at the Worcester[image: External link], Massachusetts war memorial; at the plaza[image: External link] in Taos[image: External link], New Mexico (since 1861); at the United States Capitol[image: External link] (since 1918); and at Mount Moriah Cemetery[image: External link] in Deadwood, South Dakota[image: External link].

	
Newark Liberty International Airport[image: External link]'s Terminal A, Gate 17 and Boston Logan Airport[image: External link]'s Terminal B, Gate 32 and Terminal C, Gate 19 in memoriam of the events of September 11, 2001[image: External link].[96]


	
Slover Mountain[image: External link] (Colton Liberty Flag[image: External link]), in Colton[image: External link], California. July 4, 1917 to circa. 1952 & 1997 to 2012.[97][98][99][100]


	At the ceremonial South Pole[image: External link] as one of the 12 flags representing the signatory countries of the original Antarctic Treaty.

	On the Moon: six manned missions successfully landed at various locations and each had a flag raised at the site. Exhaust gases when the Ascent Stage launched to return the astronauts to their Command Module Columbia[image: External link] for return to Earth blew over the flag the Apollo 11[image: External link] mission had placed.[101]
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 Particular days for display




The flag should especially be displayed at full staff on the following days:[102]


	January: 1 (New Year's Day), third Monday of the month (Martin Luther King, Jr. Day[image: External link]), and 20 (Inauguration Day[image: External link], once every four years, which, by tradition, is postponed to the 21st if the 20th falls on a Sunday)

	February: 12 ( Lincoln[image: External link]'s birthday) and the third Monday (legally known as Washington's Birthday[image: External link] but more often called Presidents' Day)

	March–April: Easter Sunday[image: External link] (date varies)

	May: Second Sunday (Mothers Day[image: External link]), third Saturday (Armed Forces Day[image: External link]), and last Monday (Memorial Day[image: External link]; half-staff until noon)

	June: 14 (Flag Day[image: External link]), third Sunday (Fathers Day[image: External link])

	July: 4 (Independence Day[image: External link]) and 27 (National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day)[103]


	September: First Monday (Labor Day[image: External link]), 17 (Constitution Day[image: External link]), and last Sunday (Gold Star Mother's Day)[104]


	October: Second Monday (Columbus Day[image: External link]) and 27 (Navy Day[image: External link])

	November: 11 (Veterans Day[image: External link]) and fourth Thursday (Thanksgiving Day[image: External link])

	December: 25 (Christmas Day[image: External link])

	and such other days as may be proclaimed by the President of the United States; the birthdays of states[image: External link] (date of admission); and on state holidays.[105]
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 Display at half-staff




The flag is displayed at half-staff ( half-mast[image: External link] in naval usage) as a sign of respect or mourning. Nationwide, this action is proclaimed by the president; statewide or territory-wide, the proclamation is made by the governor. In addition, there is no prohibition against municipal governments, private businesses or citizens flying the flag at half-staff as a local sign of respect and mourning. However, many flag enthusiasts feel this type of practice has somewhat diminished the meaning of the original intent of lowering the flag to honor those who held high positions in federal or state offices. President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] issued the first proclamation on March 1, 1954, standardizing the dates and time periods for flying the flag at half-staff from all federal buildings, grounds, and naval vessels; other congressional resolutions and presidential proclamations ensued. However, they are only guidelines to all other entities: typically followed at state and local government facilities, and encouraged of private businesses and citizens.

To properly fly the flag at half-staff, one should first briefly hoist it top of the staff, then lower it to the half-staff position, halfway between the top and bottom of the staff. Similarly, when the flag is to be lowered from half-staff, it should be first briefly hoisted to the top of the staff.[106]

Federal statutes provide that the flag should be flown at half-staff on the following dates:


	May 15: Peace Officers Memorial Day[image: External link] (unless it is the third Saturday in May, Armed Forces Day[image: External link], then full-staff)[107]


	Last Monday in May: Memorial Day[image: External link] (until noon)

	
September 11[image: External link]: Patriot Day[image: External link][108]


	First Sunday in October: Start of Fire Prevention Week[image: External link], in honor of the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service.[109][110]


	December 7: National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day[111]


	For 30 days: Death of a president or former president

	For 10 days: Death of a vice president, Supreme Court chief justice/retired chief justice, or speaker of the House of Representatives.

	From death until the day of interment: Supreme Court associate justice, member of the Cabinet, former vice president, president pro tempore of the Senate, or the majority and minority leaders of the Senate and House of Representatives. Also for federal facilities within a state or territory, for the governor.

	On the day after the death: Senators, members of Congress, territorial delegates or the resident commissioner of the commonwealth of Puerto Rico[image: External link]




National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, on July 27, was formerly a day of half-staff observance until the law expired in 2003. Upon its re-enactment in 2009, it became a day of full-staff observance.[103][112]
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 Folding for storage




Though not part of the official Flag Code, according to military custom, flags should be folded into a triangular shape when not in use. To properly fold the flag:


	Begin by holding it waist-high with another person so that its surface is parallel to the ground.

	Fold the lower half of the stripe section lengthwise over the field of stars, holding the bottom and top edges securely.

	Fold the flag again lengthwise with the blue field on the outside.

	Make a rectangular fold then a triangular fold by bringing the striped corner of the folded edge to meet the open top edge of the flag, starting the fold from the left side over to the right.

	Turn the outer end point inward, parallel to the open edge, to form a second triangle.

	The triangular folding is continued until the entire length of the flag is folded in this manner (usually thirteen triangular folds, as shown at right). On the final fold, any remnant that does not neatly fold into a triangle (or in the case of exactly even folds, the last triangle) is tucked into the previous fold.

	When the flag is completely folded, only a triangular blue field of stars should be visible.



There is also no specific meaning for each fold of the flag. However, there are scripts read by non-government organizations and also by the Air Force that are used during the flag folding ceremony. These scripts range from historical timelines of the flag to religious themes.[113][114]
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 Use in funerals




Traditionally, the flag of the United States plays a role in military funerals[image: External link],[115] and occasionally in funerals of other civil servants (such as law enforcement officers, fire fighters, and U.S. presidents). A burial flag is draped over the deceased's casket as a pall[image: External link] during services. Just prior to the casket being lowered into the ground, the flag is ceremonially folded and presented to the deceased's next of kin as a token of respect.[116]
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 Related flags





	The flag of Bikini Atoll[image: External link] is symbolic of the islanders' belief that a great debt is still owed to the people of Bikini because in 1954 the United States government detonated a thermonuclear bomb[image: External link] on the island as part of the Castle Bravo[image: External link] test.[117]


	The flag of Liberia[image: External link] bears a close resemblance, showing the ex-American-slave origin of the country.[118] The Liberian flag has 11 similar red and white stripes, which stand for the 11 signers of the Liberian Declaration of Independence[image: External link], as well as a blue square with only a single large white star for the canton. The flag of Liberia[image: External link] is the only flag in the world that was modeled after and resembles the American flag[image: External link] because Liberia was the only nation in the world that was founded, colonized, established, and controlled by freed African American[image: External link] and ex-caribbean slaves as settlers who came from the United States and the Caribbean islands as a homeland to live, with the help and support from the American Colonization Society[image: External link] on January 7, 1822.

	Despite Malaysia[image: External link] having no historical connections with the U.S., the flag of Malaysia[image: External link] greatly resembles the U.S. flag. It is possible that the flag[image: External link] of the British East India Company[image: External link] influenced both the Malaysian and U.S. flag.[7]


	The flag of El Salvador[image: External link] from 1865 to 1912. A different flag was in use, based on the flag of the United States, with a field of alternating blue and white stripes and a red canton containing white stars.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The flag of Brittany[image: External link] was inspired in part by the American flag.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Gallery of related flags
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 See also






	Ensign of the United States[image: External link]

	Flag Desecration[image: External link]

	Flags of the Confederate States[image: External link]

	Flags of the United States of America[image: External link]

	Flags of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link]

	Flags of the U.S. states[image: External link]

	Flags of United States cities[image: External link]

	Jack of the United States[image: External link]

	Nationalism in the United States[image: External link]
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 Article sections





	Colors, standards and guidons: United States[image: External link]

	Flag desecration: United States[image: External link]
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 Associated people





	
Francis Bellamy[image: External link] (1855–1931), creator of the Pledge of Allegiance[image: External link]


	
William Driver[image: External link] (1803–1886), who owned and named "Old Glory[image: External link]"

	
Thomas E. Franklin[image: External link] (1966–present), photographer of Ground Zero Spirit, better known as Raising the Flag at Ground Zero[image: External link]


	
Christopher Gadsden[image: External link] (1724–1805), after whom the Gadsden flag[image: External link] is named

	
Robert G. Heft[image: External link] (1941–2009), a designer of the current flag's canton[image: External link]


	
Francis Hopkinson[image: External link] (1737–1791), designer of the first stars and stripes flag

	
Jasper Johns[image: External link] (born 1930), painter of Flag[image: External link] (1954–55), inspired by a dream of the flag

	
John Paul Jones[image: External link] (1747–1792), who claimed to have first raised the Grand Union Flag[image: External link] aboard the Alfred in 1775

	
Francis Scott Key[image: External link] (1779–1843), writer of "The Star-Spangled Banner[image: External link]"

	
Katha Pollitt[image: External link] (1949–present), author of a controversial essay on post-9/11 America and her refusal to fly a U.S. flag

	
George Preble[image: External link] (1816–1885), author of History of the American Flag (1872) and photographer of the Fort McHenry flag

	
Joe Rosenthal[image: External link] (1911–2006), photographer of Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima[image: External link]
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^ Architect of the Capitol: "Flag Request Form"[image: External link], retrieved on June 25, 2009
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^ Helen Taylor, Lucille Knoche, and Walter Granville, eds. (1950), Descriptive Color Names Dictionary. Container Corporation of America.
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Motif (visual arts)






For other uses, see Motif (disambiguation)[image: External link].

In art and iconography[image: External link], a motif   (pronunciation)[image: External link] ( help[image: External link]· info[image: External link]) is an element of an image[image: External link]. A motif may be repeated in a pattern[image: External link] or design, often many times, or may just occur once in a work.[1]
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A motif may be an element in the iconography of a particular subject or type of subject that is seen in other works, or may form the main subject, as the Master of Animals[image: External link] motif in ancient art typically does. The related motif of confronted animals[image: External link] is often seen alone, but may also be repeated, for example in Byzantine silk[image: External link] and other ancient textiles. Where the main subject of an artistic work such as a painting is a specific person, group, or moment in a narrative, that should be referred to as the "subject" of the work, not a motif, though the same thing may be a "motif" when part of another subject, or part of a work of decorative art[image: External link] such as a painting on a vase.

Ornamental[image: External link] or decorative art[image: External link] can usually be analysed into a number of different elements, which can be called motifs. These may often, as in textile art[image: External link], be repeated many times in a pattern. Important examples in Western art include acanthus[image: External link], egg and dart[image: External link],[2] and various types of scrollwork[image: External link].

Many designs in Islamic culture[image: External link] are motifs, including those of the sun, moon, animals such as horses and lions, flowers, and landscapes. Motifs can have emotional effects and be used for propaganda.[3] In kilim[image: External link] flatwoven carpets, motifs[image: External link] such as the hands-on-hips elibelinde[image: External link] are woven in to the design to express the hopes and concerns of the weavers: the elibelinde symbolises the female principle and fertility[image: External link], including the desire for children.[4]

The idea of a motif has become used more broadly in discussing literature[image: External link] and other narrative arts for an element in the story[image: External link] that represents a theme[image: External link].[5][6]
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Geometric, typically repeated: Meander[image: External link], palmette[image: External link], rosette[image: External link], gul[image: External link] in Oriental rugs, acanthus[image: External link], egg and dart[image: External link], Bead and reel[image: External link], Pakudos[image: External link], Sauwastika[image: External link], Adinkra symbols[image: External link].

Figurative: Master of Animals[image: External link], confronted animals[image: External link], velificatio[image: External link], Death and the Maiden[image: External link], Three hares[image: External link], Sheela na gig[image: External link].
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	Iconography[image: External link]

	Three hares[image: External link]
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Alter Ego






"Double life" redirects here. For other uses, see Alter ego (disambiguation)[image: External link] and Double Life[image: External link].

An alter ego ( Latin[image: External link], "the other I") is a second self[image: External link], which is believed to be distinct from a person's normal or original personality[image: External link]. A person who has an alter ego is said to lead a double life. The term appeared in common usage in the early 19th century when dissociative identity disorder[image: External link] was first described by psychologists.[1] Cicero[image: External link] coined the term as part of his philosophical construct in 1st century Rome[image: External link], but he described it as "a second self, a trusted friend".[2]

A distinct meaning of alter ego can be found in literary analysis[image: External link], wherein it describes characters in different works who are psychologically[image: External link] similar, or a fictional character whose behavior, speech or thoughts intentionally represent those of the author. It's also used to designate the best friend of another character in a story. Similarly, the term alter ego may be applied to the role or persona taken on by an actor[3] or by other types of performers.

The existence of "another self" was first recognized in the 1730s. Anton Mesmer[image: External link] used hypnosis[image: External link] to separate the alter ego. These experiments showed a behavior pattern that was distinct from the personality of the individual when he was in the waking state[image: External link] compared with when he was under hypnosis. Another character had developed in the altered state of consciousness[image: External link] but in the same body.[4]

Alter ego is also used to refer to the different behaviors any person may display in certain situations. Related concepts include avatar[image: External link], doppelgänger[image: External link], impersonator[image: External link], and dissociative identity disorder[image: External link] (DID).

In fiction


	The Malayalam Movie Ustaad[image: External link] written by Ranjith[image: External link] and directed by Sibi Malayil[image: External link] and starring Mohanlal[image: External link] has a theme of alter ego.

	The title characters in Robert Louis Stevenson[image: External link]'s thriller Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde[image: External link] represent an exploration of the concept that good and evil exist within one person, constantly at war.[5] Edward Hyde literally represents the doctor's other self, a psychopath[image: External link] who is unrestrained by the conventions of civilized society, and who shares a body with the doctor. The names "Jekyll and Hyde" have since become synonymous with a split personality or an alter ego that becomes capable of overpowering the original self.

	
Norman Douglas[image: External link] in the late eighteen-nineties wrote a short story, The Familiar Spirit, about a man who became aware while drowning of a conformist second self[image: External link] – "the presence within him of this Spirit, his alter ego, which is bent on crushing his ambition".[6]


	In comic books[image: External link], superheroes and their secret identities are often considered alter egos. The archetypal[image: External link] comic book hero, Superman, assumes the identity of the "mild-mannered" newspaper reporter Clark Kent[image: External link] in order to live among the citizens of Metropolis without arousing suspicion. The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] comic book series further complicates this theme, as Bruce Banner[image: External link] loses control to the Hyde-like Hulk whenever he becomes angry, yet also depends upon the Hulk's super powers in order to combat villains. Comic book-inspired alter egos can be seen in other forms of popular fiction, including television and movie adaptations of comic books, parodies of this genre, and unrelated fictions.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The movie Fight Club[image: External link], the narrator, played by Ed Norton[image: External link], has an Alter Ego he loses control of, Tyler Durden, played by Brad Pitt[image: External link].

	The British Pop Group Steps[image: External link] are seen in their Alter Egos in the Music Video for one of their popular singles, Deeper Shade of Blue[image: External link].



See also



	Ego-state therapy[image: External link]

	
Moniker[image: External link] (nickname)

	Mononymous person[image: External link]

	Pen name[image: External link]

	Persona[image: External link]

	Pseudonym[image: External link]

	Ring name[image: External link]

	Stage name[image: External link]

	Subpersonality[image: External link]

	True self and false self[image: External link]

	Sasha Fierce[image: External link]

	Chris Gaines[image: External link]

	Mr. Bad Guy[image: External link]

	Slim Shady[image: External link]

	Ziggy Stardust[image: External link]

	
Dissociative identity disorder[image: External link] - a mental disorder in which sufferers change personality and identity.
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United States






"United States of America", "America", "US", "U.S.", "USA", and "U.S.A." redirect here. For the landmass encompassing North[image: External link] and South[image: External link] America, see Americas[image: External link]. For other uses, see America (disambiguation)[image: External link], US (disambiguation)[image: External link], USA (disambiguation)[image: External link], and United States (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 40°N 100°W[image: External link]

The United States of America /e'merIke /[image: External link] (USA), commonly known as the United States (U.S.) or America, is a constitutional[image: External link] federal republic[image: External link] composed of 50 states[image: External link], a federal district[image: External link], five major self-governing territories[image: External link], and various possessions[image: External link].[fn 6] Forty-eight of the fifty states and the federal district[image: External link] are contiguous and located in North America[image: External link] between Canada[image: External link] and Mexico[image: External link]. The state of Alaska[image: External link] is in the northwest corner of North America, bordered by Canada to the east and across the Bering Strait[image: External link] from Russia[image: External link] to the west. The state of Hawaii[image: External link] is an archipelago[image: External link] in the mid-Pacific Ocean[image: External link]. The U.S. territories[image: External link] are scattered about the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea[image: External link]. Nine time zones[image: External link] are covered. The geography[image: External link], climate[image: External link] and wildlife[image: External link] of the country are extremely diverse.[20]

At 3.8 million square miles (9.8 million km2)[11] and with over 324 million people, the United States is the world's third- or fourth-largest country by total area[image: External link],[fn 7] third-largest by land area, and the third-most populous[image: External link]. It is one of the world's most ethnically diverse[image: External link] and multicultural[image: External link] nations, and is home to the world's largest immigrant population[image: External link].[25] The capital is Washington, D.C.[image: External link], and the largest city is New York City[image: External link]; nine other major metropolitan areas[image: External link]—each with at least 4.5 million inhabitants and the largest having more than 13 million people—are Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link], Houston[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link], Miami[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link], Boston[image: External link], and San Francisco[image: External link].

Paleo-Indians migrated from Asia[image: External link] to the North American mainland at least 15,000 years ago.[26] European colonization[image: External link] began in the 16th century. The United States emerged from 13 British colonies[image: External link] along the East Coast[image: External link]. Numerous disputes between Great Britain[image: External link] and the colonies following the Seven Years' War[image: External link] led to the American Revolution[image: External link], which began in 1775. On July 4, 1776, during the course of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link], the colonies[image: External link] unanimously adopted the Declaration of Independence[image: External link]. The war ended in 1783 with recognition of the independence of the United States[image: External link] by Great Britain[image: External link], representing the first successful war of independence against a European power[image: External link].[27] The current constitution[image: External link] was adopted in 1788, after the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], adopted in 1781, were felt to have provided inadequate federal powers. The first ten amendments, collectively named the Bill of Rights[image: External link], were ratified in 1791 and designed to guarantee many fundamental civil liberties[image: External link].

The United States embarked on a vigorous expansion across North America throughout the 19th century,[28] displacing Native American tribes[image: External link], acquiring new territories[image: External link], and gradually admitting new states[image: External link] until it spanned the continent by 1848.[28] During the second half of the 19th century, the American Civil War[image: External link] led to the end of legal slavery in the country[image: External link].[29][30] By the end of that century, the United States extended into the Pacific Ocean,[31] and its economy, driven in large part by the Industrial Revolution[image: External link], began to soar.[32] The Spanish–American War[image: External link] and World War I[image: External link] confirmed the country's status as a global military power. The United States emerged from World War II as a global superpower[image: External link], the first country to develop nuclear weapons[image: External link], the only country to use them[image: External link] in warfare, and a permanent member[image: External link] of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link]. The end of the Cold War[image: External link] and the dissolution of the Soviet Union[image: External link] in 1991 left the United States as the world's sole superpower[image: External link].[33] The U.S. is a founding member of the United Nations[image: External link], World Bank[image: External link], International Monetary Fund[image: External link], Organization of American States[image: External link] (OAS), and other international organizations.

The United States is a highly developed country[image: External link], with the world's largest economy by nominal GDP[image: External link] and second-largest economy by PPP[image: External link]. Though its population is only 4.3% of the world total,[34] Americans hold nearly 40% of the total wealth in the world.[35] The United States ranks among the highest[image: External link] in several measures of socioeconomic performance, including average wage[image: External link],[36] human development[image: External link], per capita GDP[image: External link], and productivity per person.[37] While the U.S. economy[image: External link] is considered post-industrial[image: External link], characterized by the dominance of services[image: External link] and knowledge economy[image: External link], the manufacturing sector remains the second-largest in the world.[38] Accounting for approximately a quarter of global GDP[39] and a third of global military spending[image: External link],[40] the United States is the world's foremost economic and military[image: External link] power. The United States is a prominent political and cultural[image: External link] force internationally, and a leader in scientific research and technological[image: External link] innovations[image: External link].[41]
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 Etymology




See also: Naming of America[image: External link], Names for United States citizens[image: External link], and American (word)[image: External link]


In 1507, the German cartographer Martin Waldseemüller[image: External link] produced a world map on which he named the lands of the Western Hemisphere "America"[image: External link] in honor of the Italian explorer and cartographer Amerigo Vespucci[image: External link] ( Latin[image: External link]: Americus Vespucius).[42] The first documentary evidence of the phrase "United States of America" is from a letter dated January 2, 1776, written by Stephen Moylan[image: External link], Esq., George Washington[image: External link]'s aide-de-camp[image: External link] and Muster-Master General of the Continental Army[image: External link]. Addressed to Lt. Col. Joseph Reed[image: External link], Moylan expressed his wish to carry the "full and ample powers of the United States of America" to Spain to assist in the revolutionary war effort.[44][45][46]

The first known publication of the phrase "United States of America" was in an anonymous essay in The Virginia Gazette[image: External link] newspaper in Williamsburg, Virginia, on April 6, 1776.[47][48] The second draft of the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], prepared by John Dickinson[image: External link] and completed by June 17, 1776, at the latest, declared "The name of this Confederation shall be the 'United States of America.'"[49] The final version of the Articles sent to the states for ratification in late 1777 contains the sentence "The Stile of this Confederacy shall be 'The United States of America'".[50] In June 1776, Thomas Jefferson[image: External link] wrote the phrase "UNITED STATES OF AMERICA" in all capitalized letters in the headline of his "original Rough draught" of the Declaration of Independence[image: External link].[51][52] This draft of the document did not surface until June 21, 1776, and it is unclear whether it was written before or after Dickinson used the term in his June 17 draft of the Articles of Confederation.[49] In the final Fourth of July[image: External link] version of the Declaration, the title was changed to read, "The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America".[53] The preamble[image: External link] of the Constitution[image: External link] states "...establish this Constitution for the United States of America."

The short form "United States" is also standard. Other common forms are the "U.S.", the "USA", and "America". Colloquial names are the "U.S. of A." and, internationally, the "States". " Columbia[image: External link]", a name popular in poetry and songs of the late 18th century, derives its origin from Christopher Columbus[image: External link]; it appears in the name "District of Columbia[image: External link]".[54] In non-English languages, the name is frequently the translation of either the "United States" or "United States of America", and colloquially as "America". In addition, an abbreviation (e.g. USA) is sometimes used.[55]

The phrase "United States" was originally plural, a description of a collection of independent states—e.g., "the United States are"—including in the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], ratified in 1865. The singular form—e.g., "the United States is"—became popular after the end of the American Civil War. The singular form is now standard; the plural form is retained in the idiom "these United States".[56] The difference is more significant than usage; it is a difference between a collection of states and a unit.[57]

A citizen of the United States is an " American[image: External link]". "United States", "American" and "U.S." refer to the country adjectivally ("American values", "U.S. forces"). In English, the word " American[image: External link]" rarely refers to topics or subjects not connected with the United States.[58]
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 History




Main articles: History of the United States[image: External link], Timeline of United States history[image: External link], American business history[image: External link], Economic history of the United States[image: External link], and Labor history of the United States[image: External link]
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 Indigenous and European contact




Further information: Pre-Columbian era[image: External link] and Colonial history of the United States[image: External link]


The first inhabitants of North America[image: External link] migrated from Siberia[image: External link] by way of the Bering land bridge[image: External link] and arrived at least 15,000 years ago, though increasing evidence suggests an even earlier arrival.[26] Some, such as the pre-Columbian[image: External link] Mississippian culture[image: External link], developed advanced agriculture, grand architecture, and state-level societies.[59] The first Europeans to arrive in territory of the modern United States were Spanish conquistadors[image: External link] such as Juan Ponce de León[image: External link], and made their first contacts in Florida[image: External link] in 1513. The native population declined[image: External link] for various reasons, primarily from diseases such as smallpox[image: External link] and measles[image: External link]. Violence was not a significant factor in the overall decline among Native Americans[image: External link], though conflict among themselves and with Europeans affected specific tribes and various colonial settlements.[60][61][62][63][64][65] In the Hawaiian Islands[image: External link], the earliest indigenous inhabitants arrived around 1 AD from Polynesia[image: External link]. Europeans under the British explorer Captain James Cook[image: External link] arrived in the Hawaiian Islands in 1778.

In the early days of colonization, many European settlers were subject to food shortages, disease, and attacks from Native Americans. Native Americans were also often at war with neighboring tribes and allied with Europeans in their colonial wars. At the same time, however, many natives and settlers came to depend on each other. Settlers traded for food and animal pelts, natives for guns, ammunition and other European wares.[66] Natives taught many settlers where, when and how to cultivate corn, beans and squash. European missionaries and others felt it was important to "civilize" the Native Americans and urged them to adopt European agricultural techniques and lifestyles.[67][68]
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 Settlements




Further information: European colonization of the Americas[image: External link] and Thirteen Colonies[image: External link]


After Spain sent Columbus[image: External link] on his first voyage[image: External link] to the New World[image: External link] in 1492, other explorers followed. The Spanish set up small settlements in New Mexico and Florida. France had several small settlements along the Mississippi River[image: External link]. Successful English settlement[image: External link] on the eastern coast of North America began with the Virginia Colony in 1607 at Jamestown[image: External link] and the Pilgrims'[image: External link] Plymouth Colony[image: External link] in 1620. Early experiments in communal living failed until the introduction of private farm holdings.[69] Many settlers were dissenting Christian groups[image: External link] who came seeking religious freedom[image: External link]. The continent's first elected legislative assembly, Virginia's House of Burgesses[image: External link] created in 1619, the Mayflower Compact[image: External link], signed by the Pilgrims before disembarking, and the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut[image: External link], established precedents for the pattern of representative self-government and constitutionalism that would develop throughout the American colonies.[70][71]

Most settlers in every colony were small farmers, but other industries developed within a few decades as varied as the settlements. Cash crops[image: External link] included tobacco, rice and wheat. Extraction industries grew up in furs, fishing and lumber. Manufacturers produced rum and ships, and by the late colonial period Americans were producing one-seventh of the world's iron supply.[72] Cities eventually dotted the coast to support local economies and serve as trade hubs. English colonists were supplemented by waves of Scotch-Irish[image: External link] and other groups. As coastal land grew more expensive freed indentured servants[image: External link] pushed further west.[73]

Slave cultivation of cash crops began with the Spanish in the 1500s, and was adopted by the English, but life expectancy was much higher in North America because of less disease and better food and treatment, leading to a rapid increase in the numbers of slaves.[74][75][76] Colonial society was largely divided over the religious and moral implications of slavery and colonies passed acts for and against the practice.[77][78] But by the turn of the 18th century, African slaves were replacing indentured servants for cash crop labor, especially in southern regions.[79]

With the British colonization of Georgia[image: External link] in 1732, the 13 colonies[image: External link] that would become the United States of America were established.[80] All had local governments with elections open to most free men, with a growing devotion to the ancient rights of Englishmen[image: External link] and a sense of self-government stimulating support for republicanism.[81] With extremely high birth rates, low death rates, and steady settlement, the colonial population grew rapidly. Relatively small Native American populations were eclipsed.[82] The Christian revivalist[image: External link] movement of the 1730s and 1740s known as the Great Awakening[image: External link] fueled interest in both religion and religious liberty.[83]

During the Seven Years' War[image: External link] (in America, known as the French and Indian War[image: External link]), British forces seized Canada from the French, but the francophone[image: External link] population remained politically isolated from the southern colonies. Excluding the Native Americans[image: External link], who were being conquered and displaced, the 13 British colonies had a population of over 2.1 million in 1770, about one-third that of Britain. Despite continuing new arrivals, the rate of natural increase was such that by the 1770s only a small minority of Americans had been born overseas.[84] The colonies' distance from Britain had allowed the development of self-government, but their success motivated monarchs to periodically seek to reassert royal authority.[85]
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 Independence and expansion (1776–1865)




Further information: American Revolutionary War[image: External link], United States Declaration of Independence[image: External link], American Revolution[image: External link], and Territorial evolution of the United States[image: External link]


The American Revolutionary War was the first successful colonial war of independence against a European power. Americans had developed an ideology of " republicanism[image: External link]" asserting that government rested on the will of the people as expressed in their local legislatures. They demanded their rights as Englishmen[image: External link] and "no taxation without representation". The British insisted on administering the empire through Parliament, and the conflict[image: External link] escalated into war.[86]

Following the passage of the Lee Resolution[image: External link], on July 2, 1776, which was the actual vote for independence, the Second Continental Congress[image: External link] adopted the Declaration of Independence[image: External link] on July 4, which proclaimed, in a long preamble, that humanity is created equal in their unalienable rights and that those rights were not being protected by Great Britain, and declared, in the words of the resolution, that the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] were independent states and had no allegiance to the British crown in the United States. The fourth day of July is celebrated annually as Independence Day[image: External link]. In 1777, the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] established a weak government that operated until 1789.[87]

Britain recognized the independence of the United States following their defeat at Yorktown[image: External link] in 1781.[88] In the peace treaty of 1783[image: External link], American sovereignty was recognized from the Atlantic coast west to the Mississippi River. Nationalists led the Philadelphia Convention[image: External link] of 1787 in writing the United States Constitution[image: External link], ratified[image: External link] in state conventions in 1788. The federal government was reorganized into three branches, on the principle of creating salutary checks and balances, in 1789. George Washington, who had led the revolutionary army to victory, was the first president elected under the new constitution. The Bill of Rights[image: External link], forbidding federal restriction of personal freedoms[image: External link] and guaranteeing a range of legal protections, was adopted in 1791.[89]

Although the federal government criminalized the international slave trade in 1808, after 1820, cultivation of the highly profitable cotton crop exploded in the Deep South[image: External link], and along with it, the slave population.[90][91][92] The Second Great Awakening[image: External link], especially 1800–1840, converted millions to evangelical[image: External link] Protestantism. In the North, it energized multiple social reform movements, including abolitionism[image: External link];[93] in the South, Methodists and Baptists proselytized among slave populations.[94]

Americans' eagerness to expand westward[image: External link] prompted a long series of American Indian Wars[image: External link].[95] The Louisiana Purchase[image: External link] of French-claimed territory in 1803 almost doubled the nation's area.[96] The War of 1812[image: External link], declared against Britain over various grievances and fought to a draw, strengthened U.S. nationalism.[97] A series of military incursions into Florida led Spain to cede[image: External link] it and other Gulf Coast territory in 1819.[98] Expansion was aided by steam power[image: External link], when steamboats[image: External link] began traveling along America's large water systems, which were connected by new canals[image: External link], such as the Erie[image: External link] and the I&M[image: External link]; then, even faster railroads began their stretch across the nation's land.[99]

From 1820 to 1850, Jacksonian democracy[image: External link] began a set of reforms which included wider white male suffrage; it led to the rise of the Second Party System[image: External link] of Democrats and Whigs as the dominant parties from 1828 to 1854. The Trail of Tears[image: External link] in the 1830s exemplified the Indian removal policy[image: External link] that resettled Indians into the west on Indian reservations[image: External link]. The U.S. annexed the Republic of Texas[image: External link] in 1845 during a period of expansionist Manifest destiny[image: External link].[100] The 1846 Oregon Treaty[image: External link] with Britain led to U.S. control of the present-day American Northwest[image: External link].[101] Victory in the Mexican–American War[image: External link] resulted in the 1848 Mexican Cession[image: External link] of California and much of the present-day American Southwest.[102]

The California Gold Rush[image: External link] of 1848–49 spurred western migration and the creation of additional western states.[103] After the American Civil War[image: External link], new transcontinental railways[image: External link] made relocation easier for settlers, expanded internal trade and increased conflicts with Native Americans.[104] Over a half-century, the loss of the American bison[image: External link] (sometimes called "buffalo") was an existential blow to many Plains Indians[image: External link] cultures.[105] In 1869, a new Peace Policy[image: External link] sought to protect Native-Americans from abuses, avoid further war, and secure their eventual U.S. citizenship, although conflicts, including several of the largest Indian Wars, continued throughout the West into the 1900s.[106]
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 Civil War and Reconstruction Era




Further information: American Civil War[image: External link] and Reconstruction Era[image: External link]


Differences of opinion and social order[image: External link] between northern and southern states in early United States society, particularly regarding Black slavery[image: External link], ultimately led to the American Civil War.[107] Initially, states entering the Union alternated between slave and free states[image: External link], keeping a sectional balance in the Senate, while free states outstripped slave states in population and in the House of Representatives. But with additional western territory and more free-soil states, tensions between slave and free states mounted with arguments over federalism and disposition of the territories, whether and how to expand or restrict slavery.[108]

With the 1860 election of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link], the first president from the largely anti-slavery Republican Party[image: External link], conventions in thirteen slave states ultimately declared secession and formed the Confederate States of America[image: External link], while the federal government maintained that secession was illegal.[108] The ensuing war was at first for Union, then after 1863 as casualties mounted and Lincoln delivered his Emancipation Proclamation[image: External link], a second war aim became abolition of slavery. The war remains the deadliest military conflict in American history, resulting in the deaths of approximately 618,000 soldiers as well as many civilians.[109]

Following the Union[image: External link] victory in 1865, three amendments[image: External link] were added to the U.S. Constitution: the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link] prohibited slavery, the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] provided citizenship to the nearly four million African Americans[image: External link] who had been slaves,[110] and the Fifteenth Amendment[image: External link] ensured that they had the right to vote. The war and its resolution led to a substantial increase in federal power[image: External link][111] aimed at reintegrating and rebuilding the Southern states while ensuring the rights of the newly freed slaves.

Southern white conservatives, calling themselves "Redeemers" took control after the end of Reconstruction. By the 1890–1910 period Jim Crow laws[image: External link] disenfranchised[image: External link] most blacks and some poor whites. Blacks faced racial segregation[image: External link], especially in the South.[112] Racial minorities occasionally experienced vigilante violence[image: External link].[113]
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 Industrialization




Main articles: Economic history of the United States[image: External link] and Technological and industrial history of the United States[image: External link]


In the North, urbanization and an unprecedented influx of immigrants[image: External link] from Southern and Eastern Europe supplied a surplus of labor for the country's industrialization and transformed its culture.[114] National infrastructure including telegraph[image: External link] and transcontinental railroads[image: External link] spurred economic growth and greater settlement and development of the American Old West[image: External link]. The later invention of electric light[image: External link] and the telephone[image: External link] would also affect communication and urban life.[115]

The end of the Indian Wars[image: External link] further expanded acreage under mechanical cultivation, increasing surpluses for international markets.[116] Mainland expansion was completed by the purchase of Alaska[image: External link] from Russia[image: External link] in 1867.[117] In 1893, pro-American elements in Hawaii overthrew[image: External link] the monarchy[image: External link] and formed the Republic of Hawaii[image: External link], which the U.S. annexed[image: External link] in 1898. Puerto Rico[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], and the Philippines[image: External link] were ceded by Spain in the same year, following the Spanish–American War[image: External link].[118]

Rapid economic development[image: External link] during the late 19th and early 20th centuries fostered the rise of many prominent industrialists. Tycoons[image: External link] like Cornelius Vanderbilt[image: External link], John D. Rockefeller[image: External link], and Andrew Carnegie[image: External link] led the nation's progress in railroad[image: External link], petroleum[image: External link], and steel[image: External link] industries. Banking became a major part of the economy, with J. P. Morgan[image: External link] playing a notable role. Edison[image: External link] and Tesla[image: External link] undertook the widespread distribution of electricity to industry, homes, and for street lighting. Henry Ford[image: External link] revolutionized the automotive industry[image: External link]. The American economy boomed, becoming the world's largest, and the United States achieved great power[image: External link] status.[119] These dramatic changes were accompanied by social unrest and the rise of populist[image: External link], socialist[image: External link], and anarchist[image: External link] movements.[120] This period eventually ended with the advent of the Progressive Era[image: External link], which saw significant reforms in many societal areas, including women's suffrage[image: External link], alcohol prohibition[image: External link], regulation of consumer goods, greater antitrust measures[image: External link] to ensure competition and attention to worker conditions.[121][122][123][124]
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 World War I, Great Depression, and World War II




Further information: World War I[image: External link], Great Depression[image: External link], and World War II


The United States remained neutral from the outbreak of World War I[image: External link], in 1914, until 1917 when it joined the war as an "associated power", alongside the formal Allies of World War I[image: External link], helping to turn the tide against the Central Powers[image: External link]. In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] took a leading diplomatic role at the Paris Peace Conference[image: External link] and advocated strongly for the U.S. to join the League of Nations[image: External link]. However, the Senate refused to approve this, and did not ratify the Treaty of Versailles[image: External link] that established the League of Nations.[125]

In 1920, the women's rights movement won passage of a constitutional amendment[image: External link] granting women's suffrage[image: External link].[126] The 1920s and 1930s saw the rise of radio[image: External link] for mass communication[image: External link] and the invention of early television[image: External link].[127] The prosperity of the Roaring Twenties[image: External link] ended with the Wall Street Crash of 1929[image: External link] and the onset of the Great Depression[image: External link]. After his election as president in 1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt responded with the New Deal[image: External link], which included the establishment of the Social Security[image: External link] system.[128] The Great Migration[image: External link] of millions of African Americans out of the American South began before World War I and extended through the 1960s;[129] whereas the Dust Bowl[image: External link] of the mid-1930s impoverished many farming communities and spurred a new wave of western migration.[130]

At first effectively neutral during World War II[image: External link] while Germany conquered much of continental Europe, the United States began supplying material to the Allies in March 1941 through the Lend-Lease[image: External link] program. On December 7, 1941, the Empire of Japan launched a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, prompting the United States to join the Allies against the Axis powers.[131] During the war, the United States was referred as one of the "Four Policemen[image: External link]"[132] of Allies power who met to plan the postwar world, along with Britain, the Soviet Union and China.[133][134] Though the nation lost more than 400,000 soldiers,[135] it emerged relatively undamaged[image: External link] from the war with even greater economic and military influence.[136]

The United States played a leading role in the Bretton Woods[image: External link] and Yalta[image: External link] conferences with the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union and other Allies, which signed agreements on new international financial institutions and Europe's postwar reorganization. As an Allied victory was won in Europe[image: External link], a 1945 international conference[image: External link] held in San Francisco[image: External link] produced the United Nations Charter[image: External link], which became active after the war.[137] The United States developed the first nuclear weapons[image: External link] and used them on Japan in the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki[image: External link]; causing the Japanese to surrender[image: External link] on September 2, ending World War II.[138][139] Parades and celebrations followed in what is known as Victory Day[image: External link], or V-J Day.[140]
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 Cold War and civil rights era




Main articles: History of the United States (1945–64)[image: External link], History of the United States (1964–80)[image: External link], and History of the United States (1980–91)[image: External link]


Further information: Cold War[image: External link], Civil Rights Movement[image: External link], War on Poverty[image: External link], Space Race[image: External link], and Reaganomics[image: External link]


After World War II the United States and the Soviet Union[image: External link] jockeyed for power during what became known as the Cold War[image: External link], driven by an ideological divide between capitalism[image: External link] and communism[141] and, according to the school of geopolitics[image: External link], a divide between the maritime Atlantic and the continental Eurasian camps. They dominated the military affairs of Europe[image: External link], with the U.S. and its NATO[image: External link] allies on one side and the USSR and its Warsaw Pact[image: External link] allies on the other. The U.S. developed a policy of containment[image: External link] towards the expansion of communist influence. While the U.S. and Soviet Union engaged in proxy wars[image: External link] and developed powerful nuclear arsenals, the two countries avoided direct military conflict.

The United States often opposed Third World[image: External link] movements that it viewed as Soviet-sponsored. American troops fought communist Chinese[image: External link] and North Korean[image: External link] forces in the Korean War[image: External link] of 1950–53.[142] The Soviet Union's 1957 launch of the first artificial satellite[image: External link] and its 1961 launch of the first manned spaceflight[image: External link] initiated a "Space Race[image: External link]" in which the United States became the first nation to land a man on the moon[image: External link] in 1969.[142] A proxy war in Southeast Asia eventually evolved into full American participation, as the Vietnam War[image: External link].

At home, the U.S. experienced sustained economic expansion[image: External link] and a rapid growth of its population[image: External link] and middle class. Construction of an Interstate Highway System[image: External link] transformed the nation's infrastructure over the following decades. Millions moved from farms and inner cities[image: External link] to large suburban[image: External link] housing developments.[143][144] In 1959 Hawaii[image: External link] became the 50th and last U.S. state added to the country.[145] The growing Civil Rights Movement[image: External link] used nonviolence[image: External link] to confront segregation and discrimination, with Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link] becoming a prominent leader and figurehead. A combination of court decisions and legislation, culminating in the Civil Rights Act of 1968[image: External link], sought to end racial discrimination.[146][147][148] Meanwhile, a counterculture movement[image: External link] grew which was fueled by opposition to the Vietnam war[image: External link], black nationalism[image: External link], and the sexual revolution[image: External link].

The launch of a "War on Poverty[image: External link]" expanded entitlements and welfare spending, including the creation of Medicare[image: External link] and Medicaid[image: External link], two programs that provide health coverage to the elderly and poor, respectively, and the means-tested[image: External link] Food Stamp Program[image: External link] and Aid to Families with Dependent Children[image: External link].[149]

The 1970s and early 1980s saw the onset of stagflation[image: External link]. After his election in 1980, President Ronald Reagan[image: External link] responded to economic stagnation with free-market oriented reforms[image: External link]. Following the collapse of détente[image: External link], he abandoned "containment" and initiated the more aggressive " rollback[image: External link]" strategy towards the USSR.[150][151][152][153][154] After a surge in female labor participation over the previous decade, by 1985 the majority of women aged 16 and over were employed.[155]

The late 1980s brought a " thaw[image: External link]" in relations with the USSR, and its collapse[image: External link] in 1991 finally ended the Cold War.[156][157][158][159] This brought about unipolarity[image: External link][160] with the U.S. unchallenged as the world's dominant superpower. The concept of Pax Americana[image: External link], which had appeared in the post-World War II period, gained wide popularity as a term for the post-Cold War new world order.[image: External link]
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 Contemporary history




Main articles: History of the United States (1991–2008)[image: External link] and History of the United States (2008–present)[image: External link]


Further information: Gulf War[image: External link], September 11 attacks[image: External link], War on Terror[image: External link], 2008 financial crisis[image: External link], Affordable Care Act[image: External link], and Political positions of Donald Trump[image: External link]


After the Cold War, the conflict in the Middle East triggered a crisis in 1990, when Iraq[image: External link] under Sadaam Hussein[image: External link] invaded and attempted to annex Kuwait[image: External link], an ally of the United States. Fearing that the instability would spread to other regions, President George H.W. Bush[image: External link] launched Operation Desert Shield[image: External link], a defensive force buildup in Saudi Arabia, and Operation Desert Storm[image: External link], in a staging titled the Gulf War; waged by coalition forces[image: External link] from 34 nations, led by the United States against Iraq ending in the successful expulsion of Iraqi forces from Kuwait, restoring the former monarchy.[161]

Originating in U.S. defense networks[image: External link], the Internet[image: External link] spread to international academic networks, and then to the public in the 1990s, greatly affecting the global economy, society, and culture.[162]

Due to the dot-com boom[image: External link], stable monetary policy under Alan Greenspan[image: External link], and reduced social welfare spending[image: External link], the 1990s saw the longest economic expansion[image: External link] in modern U.S. history, ending in 2001.[163] Beginning in 1994, the U.S. entered into the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (NAFTA), linking 450 million people producing $17 trillion worth of goods and services. The goal of the agreement was to eliminate trade and investment barriers among the U.S., Canada, and Mexico by January 1, 2008. Trade among the three partners has soared since NAFTA went into force.[164]

On September 11, 2001[image: External link], Al-Qaeda[image: External link] terrorists struck the World Trade Center[image: External link] in New York City and the Pentagon[image: External link] near Washington, D.C., killing nearly 3,000 people.[165] In response, the United States launched the War on Terror[image: External link], which included war in Afghanistan[image: External link] and the 2003–11 Iraq War[image: External link].[166][167] In 2007, the Bush administration ordered a major troop surge in the Iraq War[image: External link],[168] which successfully reduced violence and led to greater stability in the region.[169][170]

Government policy designed to promote affordable housing,[171] widespread failures in corporate and regulatory governance,[172] and historically low interest rates set by the Federal Reserve[173] led to the mid-2000s housing bubble[image: External link], which culminated with the 2008 financial crisis[image: External link], the largest economic contraction in the nation's history since the Great Depression.[174] Barack Obama[image: External link], the first African American[image: External link][175] and multiracial[image: External link][176] president, was elected in 2008[image: External link] amid the crisis,[177] and subsequently passed stimulus measures[image: External link] and the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link] in an attempt to mitigate its negative effects. While the stimulus facilitated infrastructure improvements[178] and a relative decline in unemployment,[179] Dodd-Frank has had a negative impact on business investment and small banks.[180]

In 2010, the Obama administration passed the Affordable Care Act[image: External link], which made the most sweeping reforms to the nation's healthcare system[image: External link] in nearly five decades, including mandates[image: External link], subsidies[image: External link] and insurance exchanges[image: External link]. The law caused a significant reduction in the number and percentage of people without health insurance, with 24 million covered during 2016,[181] but remains controversial due to its impact on healthcare costs, insurance premiums, and economic performance.[182] Although the recession reached its trough in June 2009, voters remained frustrated with the slow pace of the economic recovery. The Republicans, who stood in opposition to Obama's policies, won control of the House of Representatives with a landslide in 2010[image: External link] and control of the Senate in 2014[image: External link].[183]

American forces in Iraq were withdrawn in large numbers in 2009 and 2010, and the war in the region was declared formally over in December 2011.[184] The withdrawal caused an escalation of sectarian insurgency[image: External link],[185] leading to the rise of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link], the successor of al-Qaeda in the region.[186] In 2014, Obama announced a restoration[image: External link] of full diplomatic relations with Cuba[image: External link] for the first time since 1961.[187] The next year, the United States as a member of the P5+1[image: External link] countries signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link], an agreement aimed to slow the development of Iran's nuclear program[image: External link].[188]

Donald Trump[image: External link], the wealthiest president in U.S. history[image: External link] and the first president with no political or military experience prior to taking office,[189] was elected to office in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link].[190]
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 Geography, climate, and environment




Main articles: Geography of the United States[image: External link], Climate of the United States[image: External link], and Environment of the United States[image: External link]


The land area of the contiguous United States[image: External link] is 2,959,064 square miles (7,663,940.6 km2). Alaska, separated from the contiguous United States by Canada, is the largest state at 663,268 square miles (1,717,856.2 km2). Hawaii[image: External link], occupying an archipelago in the central Pacific[image: External link], southwest of North America, is 10,931 square miles (28,311 km2) in area. The populated territories of Puerto Rico[image: External link], American Samoa[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link], and U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link] together cover 9,185 square miles (23,789 km2).[191]

The United States is the world's third- or fourth-largest nation by total area[image: External link] (land and water), ranking behind Russia and Canada and just above or below China[image: External link]. The ranking varies depending on how two territories disputed by China and India[image: External link] are counted and how the total size of the United States is measured: calculations range from 3,676,486 square miles (9,522,055.0 km2)[192] to 3,717,813 square miles (9,629,091.5 km2)[193] to 3,796,742 square miles (9,833,516.6 km2)[10] to 3,805,927 square miles (9,857,306 km2).[11] Measured by only land area, the United States is third in size behind Russia and China, just ahead of Canada.[194]

The coastal plain of the Atlantic seaboard gives way further inland to deciduous[image: External link] forests and the rolling hills of the Piedmont[image: External link].[195] The Appalachian Mountains[image: External link] divide the eastern seaboard from the Great Lakes[image: External link] and the grasslands of the Midwest[image: External link].[196] The Mississippi[image: External link]–Missouri River[image: External link], the world's fourth longest river system[image: External link], runs mainly north–south through the heart of the country. The flat, fertile prairie[image: External link] of the Great Plains[image: External link] stretches to the west, interrupted by a highland region[image: External link] in the southeast.[196]

The Rocky Mountains[image: External link], at the western edge of the Great Plains, extend north to south across the country, reaching altitudes higher than 14,000 feet (4,300 m) in Colorado[image: External link].[197] Farther west are the rocky Great Basin[image: External link] and deserts such as the Chihuahua[image: External link] and Mojave[image: External link].[198] The Sierra Nevada[image: External link] and Cascade[image: External link] mountain ranges run close to the Pacific coast[image: External link], both ranges reaching altitudes higher than 14,000 feet (4,300 m). The lowest and highest points[image: External link] in the contiguous[image: External link] United States are in the state of California[image: External link],[199] and only about 84 miles (135 km) apart.[200] At an elevation of 20,310 feet (6,190.5 m), Alaska's Denali[image: External link] (Mount McKinley) is the highest peak in the country and North America.[201] Active volcanoes[image: External link] are common throughout Alaska's Alexander[image: External link] and Aleutian Islands[image: External link], and Hawaii consists of volcanic islands. The supervolcano[image: External link] underlying Yellowstone National Park[image: External link] in the Rockies[image: External link] is the continent's largest volcanic feature.[202]

The United States, with its large size and geographic variety, includes most climate types. To the east of the 100th meridian[image: External link], the climate ranges from humid continental[image: External link] in the north to humid subtropical[image: External link] in the south.[203] The Great Plains west of the 100th meridian are semi-arid. Much of the Western mountains have an alpine climate[image: External link]. The climate is arid in the Great Basin, desert in the Southwest, Mediterranean[image: External link] in coastal California[image: External link], and oceanic[image: External link] in coastal Oregon[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] and southern Alaska. Most of Alaska is subarctic or polar. Hawaii and the southern tip of Florida[image: External link] are tropical, as are the populated territories in the Caribbean and the Pacific.[204] Extreme weather is not uncommon—the states bordering the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] are prone to hurricanes[image: External link], and most of the world's tornadoes[image: External link] occur within the country, mainly in Tornado Alley[image: External link] areas in the Midwest and South.[205]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Wildlife




Main articles: Fauna of the United States[image: External link] and Flora of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Category:Biota of the United States[image: External link]


The U.S. ecology is megadiverse[image: External link]: about 17,000 species of vascular plants[image: External link] occur in the contiguous United States and Alaska, and over 1,800 species of flowering plants[image: External link] are found in Hawaii, few of which occur on the mainland.[207] The United States is home to 428 mammal species, 784 bird species, 311 reptile species, and 295 amphibian species.[208] About 91,000 insect species have been described.[209] The bald eagle[image: External link] is both the national bird[image: External link] and national animal[image: External link] of the United States, and is an enduring symbol of the country itself.[210]

There are 58 national parks[image: External link] and hundreds of other federally managed parks, forests, and wilderness[image: External link] areas.[211] Altogether, the government owns about 28% of the country's land area.[212] Most of this is protected[image: External link], though some is leased for oil and gas drilling, mining, logging, or cattle ranching; about .86% is used for military purposes.[213][214]

Environmental issues[image: External link] have been on the national agenda since 1970. Environmental controversies include debates on oil and nuclear energy[image: External link], dealing with air and water pollution, the economic costs of protecting wildlife, logging and deforestation[image: External link],[215][216] and international responses to global warming.[217][218] Many federal and state agencies are involved. The most prominent is the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] (EPA), created by presidential order in 1970.[219] The idea of wilderness has shaped the management of public lands since 1964, with the Wilderness Act.[220] The Endangered Species Act[image: External link] of 1973 is intended to protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats, which are monitored by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service[image: External link].[221]
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 Demographics




Main articles: Demography of the United States[image: External link], Americans[image: External link], List of U.S. states by population density[image: External link], and List of United States cities by population[image: External link]
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 Population






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1790[image: External link]
	3,929,214
	
	—



	1800[image: External link]
	5,308,483
	
	35.1%



	1810[image: External link]
	7,239,881
	
	36.4%



	1820[image: External link]
	9,638,453
	
	33.1%



	1830[image: External link]
	12,866,020
	
	33.5%



	1840[image: External link]
	17,069,453
	
	32.7%



	1850[image: External link]
	23,191,876
	
	35.9%



	1860[image: External link]
	31,443,321
	
	35.6%



	1870[image: External link]
	38,558,371
	
	22.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	50,189,209
	
	30.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	62,979,766
	
	25.5%



	1900[image: External link]
	76,212,168
	
	21.0%



	1910[image: External link]
	92,228,496
	
	21.0%



	1920[image: External link]
	106,021,537
	
	15.0%



	1930[image: External link]
	123,202,624
	
	16.2%



	1940[image: External link]
	132,164,569
	
	7.3%



	1950[image: External link]
	151,325,798
	
	14.5%



	1960[image: External link]
	179,323,175
	
	18.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	203,211,926
	
	13.3%



	1980[image: External link]
	226,545,805
	
	11.5%



	1990[image: External link]
	248,709,873
	
	9.8%



	2000[image: External link]
	281,421,906
	
	13.2%



	2010[image: External link]
	308,745,538
	
	9.7%



	Est. 2017[222]
	324,600,000
	
	5.1%



	1610-1780 population data.[223]

Note that the census numbers do

not include Native Americans[image: External link] until 1860.[224]




The U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link] estimated the country's population to be 323,425,550 as of April 25, 2016, and to be adding 1 person (net gain) every 13 seconds, or about 6,646 people per day.[226] The U.S. population almost quadrupled during the 20th century, from about 76 million in 1900.[227] The third most populous nation in the world, after China[image: External link] and India[image: External link], the United States is the only major industrialized nation in which large population increases are projected.[228] In the 1800s the average woman had 7.04 children, by the 1900s this number had decreased to 3.56.[229] Since the early 1970s the birth rate has been below the replacement rate of 2.1 with 1.86 children per woman in 2014. Foreign born immigration has caused the US population to continue its rapid increase with the foreign born population doubling from almost 20 million in 1990 to over 40 million in 2010, representing one third of the population increase.[230] The foreign born population reached 45 million in 2015.[231][fn 8]

The United States has a birth rate of 13 per 1,000, which is 5 births below the world average.[235] Its population growth[image: External link] rate is positive at 0.7%, higher than that of many developed nations[image: External link].[236] In fiscal year 2012, over one million immigrants[image: External link] (most of whom entered through family reunification[image: External link]) were granted legal residence[image: External link].[237] Mexico[image: External link] has been the leading source of new residents since the 1965 Immigration Act[image: External link]. China, India, and the Philippines[image: External link] have been in the top four sending countries every year since the 1990s.[238] As of 2012, approximately 11.4 million residents are illegal immigrants[image: External link].[239] As of 2015, 47% of all immigrants are Hispanic, 26% are Asian, 18% are white and 8% are black. The percentage of immigrants who are Asian is increasing while the percentage who are Hispanic is decreasing.[231]

According to a survey conducted by the Williams Institute, nine million Americans, or roughly 3.4% of the adult population identify themselves as homosexual[image: External link], bisexual[image: External link], or transgender[image: External link].[240][241] A 2016 Gallup[image: External link] poll also concluded that 4.1% of adult Americans identified as LGBT[image: External link]. The highest percentage came from the District of Columbia (10%), while the lowest state was North Dakota at 1.7%.[242] In a 2013 survey, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link] found that 96.6% of Americans identify as straight, while 1.6% identify as gay or lesbian, and 0.7% identify as being bisexual.[243]

In 2010, the U.S. population included an estimated 5.2 million people with some American Indian[image: External link] or Alaska Native[image: External link] ancestry (2.9 million exclusively of such ancestry) and 1.2 million with some native Hawaiian[image: External link] or Pacific island[image: External link] ancestry (0.5 million exclusively).[244] The census counted more than 19 million people of "Some Other Race" who were "unable to identify with any" of its five official race categories in 2010, over 18.5 million (97%) of whom are of Hispanic ethnicity.[244]

The population growth of Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] (the terms are officially interchangeable) is a major demographic trend[image: External link]. The 50.5 million Americans of Hispanic descent[244] are identified as sharing a distinct " ethnicity[image: External link]" by the Census Bureau; 64% of Hispanic Americans are of Mexican descent[image: External link].[245] Between 2000 and 2010, the country's Hispanic population increased 43% while the non-Hispanic population rose just 4.9%.[246] Much of this growth is from immigration; in 2007, 12.6% of the U.S. population was foreign-born[image: External link], with 54% of that figure born in Latin America[image: External link].[247][fn 9]

About 82% of Americans live in urban areas[image: External link] (including suburbs);[10] about half of those reside in cities with populations over 50,000.[253] The US has numerous clusters of cities known as megaregions, the largest being the Great Lakes Megalopolis[image: External link] followed by the Northeast Megalopolis[image: External link] and Southern California[image: External link]. In 2008, 273 incorporated municipalities[image: External link] had populations over 100,000, nine cities had more than one million residents, and four global cities[image: External link] had over two million (New York[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], and Houston[image: External link]).[254] There are 52 metropolitan areas[image: External link] with populations greater than one million.[255] Of the 50 fastest-growing metro areas, 47 are in the West or South.[256] The metro areas of San Bernardino[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link], Houston, Atlanta[image: External link], and Phoenix[image: External link] all grew by more than a million people between 2000 and 2008.[255]
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 Language




Main article: Languages of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Language Spoken at Home in the United States of America[image: External link], List of endangered languages in the United States[image: External link], and Language education in the United States[image: External link]




	Languages spoken at home by more than 1 million persons in the U.S. (2015)[260]




	Language
	Percent of

population
	Number of

speakers
	Number who

speak English

very well
	Number who

speak English

less than

very well



	English[image: External link] (only)
	~80%
	236,908,935
	N/A
	N/A



	Spanish[image: External link]

(including Spanish Creole[image: External link] but excluding Puerto Rico[image: External link])
	12%
	40,045,795
	23,608,139
	16,437,140



	Chinese[image: External link]

(all varieties)
	0.9%
	3,333,588
	1,476,392
	1,857,196



	French[image: External link]

(including Patois[image: External link], Cajun[image: External link] and Haitian Creole[image: External link])
	0.6%
	2,129,815
	1,519,024
	610,791



	Tagalog[image: External link]

(including Filipino[image: External link])
	0.5%
	1,737,186
	1,173,917
	563,269



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,468,251
	602,788
	865,463



	Hindustani[image: External link]

(including Hindi[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link])
	0.4%
	1,294,209
	980,600
	313,609



	Arabic[image: External link]

(all varieties)
	0.3%
	1,156,908
	726,768
	430,140



	Korean[image: External link]
	0.3%
	1,108,798
	518,690
	590,108



	German[image: External link]

(including Yiddish[image: External link])
	0.3%
	1,103,255
	903,091
	200,164




English[image: External link] (American English[image: External link]) is the de facto[image: External link] national language[image: External link]. Although there is no official language[image: External link] at the federal level, some laws—such as U.S. naturalization requirements[image: External link]—standardize English. In 2010, about 230 million, or 80% of the population aged five years and older, spoke only English at home. Spanish[image: External link], spoken by 12% of the population at home, is the second most common language and the most widely taught second language.[261][262] Some Americans advocate making English the country's official language, as it is in 32 states.[263]

Both Hawaiian[image: External link] and English are official languages in Hawaii[image: External link], by state law.[264] Alaska[image: External link] recognizes twenty Native languages[image: External link] as well as English.[265] While neither has an official language, New Mexico[image: External link] has laws providing for the use of both English and Spanish, as Louisiana[image: External link] does for English and French[image: External link].[266] Other states, such as California[image: External link], mandate the publication of Spanish versions of certain government documents including court forms.[267] Many jurisdictions with large numbers of non-English speakers produce government materials, especially voting information, in the most commonly spoken languages in those jurisdictions.

Several insular territories grant official recognition to their native languages, along with English: Samoan[image: External link][268] and Chamorro[image: External link][269] are recognized by American Samoa[image: External link] and Guam[image: External link], respectively; Carolinian[image: External link] and Chamorro are recognized by the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link];[270] Cherokee[image: External link] is officially recognized by the Cherokee Nation[image: External link] within the Cherokee tribal jurisdiction area in eastern Oklahoma;[271] Spanish is an official language of Puerto Rico[image: External link] and is more widely spoken than English there.[272]

According to the Center for Immigration Studies[image: External link], Arabic[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link] are the fastest-growing foreign languages spoken in American households. In recent years, Arabic-speaking residents increased by 29%, Urdu by 23% and Persian[image: External link] by 9%.[273]

The most widely taught foreign languages[image: External link] in the United States, in terms of enrollment numbers from kindergarten through university undergraduate studies, are: Spanish (around 7.2 million students), French (1.5 million), and German (500,000). Other commonly taught languages (with 100,000 to 250,000 learners) include Latin[image: External link], Japanese[image: External link], American Sign Language[image: External link], Italian[image: External link], and Chinese[image: External link].[274][275] 18% of all Americans claim to speak at least one language in addition to English.[276]
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Main article: Religion in the United States[image: External link]


See also: History of religion in the United States[image: External link], Freedom of religion in the United States[image: External link], Separation of church and state in the United States[image: External link], and List of religious movements that began in the United States[image: External link]













	Religious affiliation in the U.S. (2014)



	Affiliation
	 % of U.S. population



	Christian[image: External link]
	70.6
	
 





	Protestant[image: External link]
	46.5
	
 





	Evangelical Protestant[image: External link]
	25.4
	
 





	Mainline Protestant[image: External link]
	14.7
	
 





	Black church[image: External link]
	6.5
	
 





	Catholic[image: External link]
	20.8
	
 





	Mormon[image: External link]
	1.6
	
 





	Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link]
	0.8
	
 





	Eastern Orthodox[image: External link]
	0.5
	
 





	Other Christian
	0.4
	
 





	Jewish[image: External link]
	1.9
	
 





	Muslim[image: External link]
	0.9
	
 





	Buddhist[image: External link]
	0.7
	
 





	Hindu[image: External link]
	0.7
	
 





	Other faiths
	1.8
	
 





	Irreligious[image: External link]
	22.8
	
 





	Nothing in particular
	15.8
	
 





	Agnostic[image: External link]
	4.0
	
 





	Atheist[image: External link]
	3.1
	
 





	Don't know or refused answer
	0.6
	
 






The First Amendment[image: External link] of the U.S. Constitution guarantees the free exercise[image: External link] of religion and forbids Congress from passing laws respecting its establishment[image: External link].

Christianity[image: External link] is by far the most common religion practiced in the U.S., but other religions are followed, too. In a 2013 survey, 56% of Americans said that religion played a "very important role in their lives", a far higher figure than that of any other wealthy nation.[277] In a 2009 Gallup poll, 42% of Americans said that they attended church weekly or almost weekly; the figures ranged from a low of 23% in Vermont[image: External link] to a high of 63% in Mississippi.[278]

As with other Western countries, the U.S. is becoming less religious. Irreligion[image: External link] is growing rapidly among Americans under 30.[279] Polls show that overall American confidence in organized religion has been declining since the mid to late 1980s,[280] and that younger Americans in particular are becoming increasingly irreligious.[9][281] According to a 2012 study, Protestant share of U.S. population dropped to 48%, thus ending its status as religious category of the majority for the first time.[282][283] Americans with no religion have 1.7 children compared to 2.2 among Christians. The unaffiliated are less likely to get married with 37% marrying compared to 52% of Christians.[284]

According to a 2014 survey, 70.6% of adults identified themselves as Christian[image: External link],[285] Protestant[image: External link] denominations accounted for 46.5%, while Roman Catholicism[image: External link], at 20.8%, was the largest individual denomination.[286] The total reporting non-Christian religions in 2014 was 5.9%.[286] Other religions include Judaism[image: External link] (1.9%), Islam[image: External link] (0.9%), Buddhism[image: External link] (0.7%), Hinduism[image: External link] (0.7%).[286] The survey also reported that 22.8% of Americans described themselves as agnostic[image: External link], atheist[image: External link] or simply having no religion[image: External link], up from 8.2% in 1990.[286][287][288] There are also Unitarian Universalist[image: External link], Baha'i[image: External link], Sikh[image: External link], Jain[image: External link], Shinto[image: External link], Confucian[image: External link], Taoist[image: External link], Druid[image: External link], Native American[image: External link], Wiccan[image: External link], humanist[image: External link] and deist[image: External link] communities.[289]

Protestantism[image: External link] is the largest Christian religious grouping in the United States. Baptists collectively form the largest branch of Protestantism, and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] is the largest individual Protestant denomination. About 26% of Americans identify as Evangelical Protestants[image: External link], while 15% are Mainline and 7% belong to a traditionally Black church. Roman Catholicism[image: External link] in the United States has its origin in the Spanish[image: External link] and French[image: External link] colonization of the Americas, and later grew because of Irish, Italian, Polish, German and Hispanic immigration. Rhode Island has the highest percentage of Catholics with 40 percent of the total population.[290] Lutheranism[image: External link] in the U.S. has its origin in immigration from Northern Europe[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link]. North[image: External link] and South Dakota[image: External link] are the only states in which a plurality of the population is Lutheran. Presbyterianism[image: External link] was introduced in North America by Scottish[image: External link] and Ulster Scots[image: External link] immigrants. Although it has spread across the United States, it is heavily concentrated on the East Coast. Dutch Reformed[image: External link] congregations were founded first in New Amsterdam[image: External link] (New York City) before spreading westward. Utah[image: External link] is the only state where Mormonism[image: External link] is the religion of the majority of the population. The Mormon Corridor[image: External link] also extends to parts of Idaho[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link] and Wyoming[image: External link].[291]

The Bible Belt[image: External link] is an informal term for a region in the Southern United States[image: External link] in which socially conservative Evangelical Protestantism is a significant part of the culture and Christian church attendance across the denominations is generally higher than the nation's average. By contrast, religion plays the least important role in New England[image: External link] and in the Western United States[image: External link].[278]
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 Family structure




Main article: Family structure in the United States[image: External link]


As of 2007, 58% of Americans age 18 and over were married, 6% were widowed, 10% were divorced, and 25% had never been married.[292] Women now work mostly outside the home and receive a majority of bachelor's degrees[image: External link].[293]

The U.S. teenage pregnancy[image: External link] rate is 26.5 per 1,000 women. The rate has declined by 57% since 1991.[294] In 2013, the highest teenage birth rate was in Alabama[image: External link], and the lowest in Wyoming[image: External link].[294][295] Abortion[image: External link] is legal throughout the U.S., owing to Roe v. Wade[image: External link], a 1973 landmark decision[image: External link] by the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]. While the abortion rate is falling, the abortion ratio of 241 per 1,000 live births and abortion rate of 15 per 1,000 women aged 15–44 remain higher than those of most Western nations.[296] In 2013, the average age at first birth was 26 and 40.6% of births were to unmarried women.[297]

The total fertility rate[image: External link] (TFR) was estimated for 2013 at 1.86 births per woman.[298] Adoption in the United States[image: External link] is common and relatively easy from a legal point of view (compared to other Western countries).[299] In 2001, with over 127,000 adoptions, the U.S. accounted for nearly half of the total number of adoptions worldwide.[300] Same-sex marriage[image: External link] is legal nationwide and it is legal for same-sex couples to adopt.[image: External link] Polygamy[image: External link] is illegal throughout the U.S.[301]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Federal government of the United States[image: External link], State governments of the United States[image: External link], Local government in the United States[image: External link], and Elections in the United States[image: External link]


The United States is the world's oldest surviving federation[image: External link]. It is a constitutional republic[image: External link] and representative democracy[image: External link], "in which majority rule[image: External link] is tempered by minority rights[image: External link] protected by law[image: External link]".[302] The government is regulated by a system of checks and balances[image: External link] defined by the U.S. Constitution, which serves as the country's supreme legal document.[303] For 2016, the U.S. ranked 21st on the Democracy Index[image: External link][304] (tied with Italy[image: External link]) and 18th on the Corruption Perceptions Index[image: External link].[305]

In the American federalist system[image: External link], citizens are usually subject to three levels of government[image: External link]: federal, state, and local. The local government[image: External link]'s duties are commonly split between county[image: External link] and municipal governments[image: External link]. In almost all cases, executive and legislative officials are elected by a plurality vote[image: External link] of citizens by district. There is no proportional representation[image: External link] at the federal level, and it is rare at lower levels.[306]

The federal government is composed of three branches:


	
Legislative[image: External link]: The bicameral[image: External link] Congress[image: External link], made up of the Senate[image: External link] and the House of Representatives[image: External link], makes federal law[image: External link], declares war[image: External link], approves treaties, has the power of the purse[image: External link],[307] and has the power of impeachment[image: External link], by which it can remove sitting members of the government.[308]


	
Executive[image: External link]: The President is the commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the military, can veto legislative bills[image: External link] before they become law (subject to Congressional override), and appoints the members of the Cabinet[image: External link] (subject to Senate approval) and other officers, who administer and enforce federal laws and policies.[309]


	
Judicial[image: External link]: The Supreme Court[image: External link] and lower federal courts[image: External link], whose judges are appointed by the President with Senate approval, interpret laws and overturn those they find unconstitutional[image: External link].[310]




The House of Representatives has 435 voting members, each representing a congressional district[image: External link] for a two-year term. House seats are apportioned[image: External link] among the states by population every tenth year. At the 2010 census[image: External link], seven states had the minimum of one representative, while California, the most populous state, had 53.[312]

The Senate has 100 members with each state having two senators, elected at-large[image: External link] to six-year terms; one third of Senate seats are up for election every other year. The President serves a four-year term and may be elected to the office no more than twice[image: External link]. The President is not elected by direct vote[image: External link], but by an indirect electoral college[image: External link] system in which the determining votes are apportioned to the states and the District of Columbia[image: External link].[313] The Supreme Court, led by the Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link], has nine members, who serve for life.[314]

The state governments are structured in roughly similar fashion; Nebraska[image: External link] uniquely has a unicameral[image: External link] legislature.[315] The governor[image: External link] (chief executive) of each state is directly elected. Some state judges and cabinet officers are appointed by the governors of the respective states, while others are elected by popular vote.

The original text of the Constitution establishes the structure and responsibilities of the federal government and its relationship with the individual states. Article One[image: External link] protects the right to the "great writ" of habeas corpus[image: External link]. The Constitution has been amended 27 times;[316] the first ten amendments, which make up the Bill of Rights[image: External link], and the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] form the central basis of Americans' individual rights. All laws and governmental procedures are subject to judicial review[image: External link] and any law ruled by the courts to be in violation of the Constitution is voided. The principle of judicial review, not explicitly mentioned in the Constitution, was established by the Supreme Court in Marbury v. Madison[image: External link] (1803)[317] in a decision handed down by Chief Justice John Marshall[image: External link].[318]
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 Political divisions




Main articles: Political divisions of the United States[image: External link], U.S. state[image: External link], Territories of the United States[image: External link], List of states and territories of the United States[image: External link], and Indian reservation[image: External link]


Further information: Territorial evolution of the United States[image: External link] and United States territorial acquisitions[image: External link]


The United States is a federal republic of 50 states, a federal district, five territories and eleven uninhabited island possessions.[320] The states and territories are the principal administrative districts in the country. These are divided into subdivisions of counties and independent cities. The District of Columbia is a federal district which contains the capital of the United States, Washington DC.[321] The states and the District of Columbia choose the President of the United States. Each state has presidential electors equal to the number of their Representatives and Senators in Congress; the District of Columbia has three.[322]

Congressional Districts are reapportioned among the states following each decennial Census of Population. Each state then draws single member districts to conform with the census apportionment. The total number of Representatives is 435, and delegate Members of Congress represent the District of Columbia and the five major U.S. territories.[323]

The United States also observes tribal sovereignty[image: External link] of the American Indian nations to a limited degree, as it does with the states' sovereignty. American Indians are U.S. citizens and tribal lands are subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Congress and the federal courts. Like the states they have a great deal of autonomy, but also like the states tribes are not allowed to make war, engage in their own foreign relations, or print and issue currency.[324]
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 Parties and elections




Main articles: Politics of the United States[image: External link] and Political ideologies in the United States[image: External link]


The United States has operated under a two-party system[image: External link] for most of its history.[326] For elective offices at most levels, state-administered primary elections[image: External link] choose the major party nominees[image: External link] for subsequent general elections[image: External link]. Since the general election of 1856[image: External link], the major parties have been the Democratic Party[image: External link], founded in 1824[image: External link], and the Republican Party[image: External link], founded in 1854[image: External link]. Since the Civil War, only one third-party[image: External link] presidential candidate—former president Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link], running as a Progressive[image: External link] in 1912[image: External link]—has won as much as 20% of the popular vote. The President and Vice-president are elected through the Electoral College[image: External link] system.[327]

Within American political culture[image: External link], the center-right[image: External link] Republican Party is considered " conservative[image: External link]" and the center-left[image: External link] Democratic Party is considered " liberal[image: External link]".[328][329] The states of the Northeast[image: External link] and West Coast[image: External link] and some of the Great Lakes states, known as "blue states[image: External link]", are relatively liberal. The "red states[image: External link]" of the South[image: External link] and parts of the Great Plains[image: External link] and Rocky Mountains[image: External link] are relatively conservative.

Republican[image: External link] Donald Trump[image: External link], the winner of the 2016 presidential election[image: External link], is currently serving as the 45th President of the United States.[330] Current leadership in the Senate includes Republican Vice President Mike Pence[image: External link], Republican President Pro Tempore (Pro Tem) Orrin Hatch[image: External link], Majority Leader[image: External link] Mitch McConnell[image: External link], and Minority Leader Chuck Schumer[image: External link].[331] Leadership in the House includes Speaker of the House Paul Ryan[image: External link], Majority Leader[image: External link] Kevin McCarthy[image: External link], and Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi[image: External link].[332]

In the 115th United States Congress[image: External link], both the House of Representatives[image: External link] and the Senate[image: External link] are controlled by the Republican Party. The Senate currently consists of 52 Republicans, and 46 Democrats with 2 Independents[image: External link] who caucus with the Democrats; the House consists of 241 Republicans and 194 Democrats.[333] In state governorships, there are 33 Republicans, 16 Democrats and 1 Independent.[334] Among the DC mayor and the 5 territorial governors, there are 2 Republicans, 1 Democrat, 1 New Progressive[image: External link], and 2 Independents.[335]
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 Foreign relations




Main articles: Foreign relations of the United States[image: External link] and Foreign policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has an established structure of foreign relations. It is a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link], and New York City is home to the United Nations Headquarters[image: External link]. It is a member of the G7[image: External link],[337] G20[image: External link], and Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link]. Almost all countries have embassies[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., and many have consulates[image: External link] around the country. Likewise, nearly all nations host American diplomatic missions[image: External link]. However, Iran[image: External link], North Korea[image: External link], Bhutan[image: External link], and the Republic of China[image: External link] (Taiwan) do not have formal diplomatic relations with the United States (although the U.S. still maintains relations with Taiwan and supplies it with military equipment[image: External link]).[338]

The United States has a "Special Relationship[image: External link]" with the United Kingdom[image: External link][339] and strong ties with Canada[image: External link],[340] Australia[image: External link],[341] New Zealand[image: External link],[342] the Philippines[image: External link],[343] Japan[image: External link],[344] South Korea[image: External link],[345] Israel[image: External link],[346] and several European Union[image: External link] countries, including France[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], and Spain[image: External link]. It works closely with fellow NATO[image: External link] members on military and security issues and with its neighbors through the Organization of American States[image: External link] and free trade agreements[image: External link] such as the trilateral North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] with Canada and Mexico[image: External link]. In 2008, the United States spent a net $25.4 billion on official development assistance[image: External link], the most in the world. As a share of America's large gross national income[image: External link] (GNI), however, the U.S. contribution of 0.18% ranked last among 22 donor states. By contrast, private overseas giving by Americans is relatively generous.[347]

The U.S. exercises full international defense authority and responsibility for three sovereign nations through Compact of Free Association[image: External link] with Micronesia[image: External link], the Marshall Islands[image: External link] and Palau[image: External link]. These are Pacific island nations, once part of the U.S.-administered Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands[image: External link] after World War II, which gained independence in subsequent years.[348]
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 Government finance




See also: Taxation in the United States[image: External link] and United States federal budget[image: External link]


Taxes in the United States[image: External link] are levied at the federal, state and local government level. These include taxes on income, payroll, property, sales, imports, estates and gifts, as well as various fees. In 2010 taxes collected by federal, state and municipal governments amounted to 24.8% of GDP[image: External link].[350] During FY2012, the federal government collected approximately $2.45 trillion in tax revenue, up $147 billion or 6% versus FY2011 revenues of $2.30 trillion. Primary receipt categories included individual income taxes ($1,132B or 47%), Social Security/Social Insurance taxes ($845B or 35%), and corporate taxes ($242B or 10%).[351] Based on CBO estimates,[352] under 2013 tax law the top 1% will be paying the highest average tax rates since 1979, while other income groups will remain at historic lows.[353]

U.S. taxation is generally progressive[image: External link], especially the federal income taxes, and is among the most progressive in the developed world.[354][355][356][357][358] The highest 10% of income earners pay a majority of federal taxes,[359] and about half of all taxes.[360] Payroll taxes for Social Security are a flat regressive tax[image: External link], with no tax charged on income above $118,500 (for 2015 and 2016) and no tax at all paid on unearned income[image: External link] from things such as stocks and capital gains.[361][362] The historic reasoning for the regressive nature of the payroll tax is that entitlement programs have not been viewed as welfare transfers.[363][364] However, according to the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] the net effect of Social Security is that the benefit to tax ratio ranges from roughly 70% for the top earnings quintile to about 170% for the lowest earning quintile, making the system progressive.[365]

The top 10% paid 51.8% of total federal taxes in 2009, and the top 1%, with 13.4% of pre-tax national income, paid 22.3% of federal taxes.[366] In 2013 the Tax Policy Center projected total federal effective tax rates of 35.5% for the top 1%, 27.2% for the top quintile, 13.8% for the middle quintile, and −2.7% for the bottom quintile.[367][368] The incidence[image: External link] of corporate income tax[image: External link] has been a matter of considerable ongoing controversy for decades.[357][369] State and local taxes vary widely, but are generally less progressive than federal taxes as they rely heavily on broadly borne regressive[image: External link] sales and property taxes that yield less volatile revenue streams, though their consideration does not eliminate the progressive nature of overall taxation.[357][370]

During FY 2012, the federal government spent $3.54 trillion on a budget or cash basis, down $60 billion or 1.7% vs. FY 2011 spending of $3.60 trillion. Major categories of FY 2012 spending included: Medicare & Medicaid ($802B or 23% of spending), Social Security ($768B or 22%), Defense Department ($670B or 19%), non-defense discretionary ($615B or 17%), other mandatory ($461B or 13%) and interest ($223B or 6%).[351]

The total national debt of the United States[image: External link] in the United States was $18.527 trillion (106% of the GDP) in 2014.[371][fn 11]
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 Military




Main article: United States Armed Forces[image: External link]


The President holds the title of commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the nation's armed forces and appoints its leaders, the Secretary of Defense[image: External link] and the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link]. The United States Department of Defense[image: External link] administers the armed forces, including the Army[image: External link], Navy[image: External link], Marine Corps[image: External link], and Air Force[image: External link]. The Coast Guard[image: External link] is run by the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] in peacetime and by the Department of the Navy[image: External link] during times of war. In 2008, the armed forces had 1.4 million personnel on active duty. The Reserves[image: External link] and National Guard[image: External link] brought the total number of troops to 2.3 million. The Department of Defense also employed about 700,000 civilians, not including contractors.[376]

Military service is voluntary, though conscription[image: External link] may occur in wartime through the Selective Service System[image: External link].[377] American forces can be rapidly deployed by the Air Force's large fleet of transport aircraft, the Navy's 10 active aircraft carriers[image: External link], and Marine expeditionary units[image: External link] at sea with the Navy's Atlantic and[image: External link] Pacific fleets[image: External link]. The military operates 865 bases and facilities abroad,[378] and maintains deployments greater than 100 active duty personnel[image: External link] in 25 foreign countries.[379]

The military budget of the United States[image: External link] in 2011 was more than $700 billion, 41% of global military spending and equal to the next 14 largest national military expenditures combined. At 4.7% of GDP, the rate was the second-highest among the top 15 military spenders, after Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[380] U.S. defense spending as a percentage of GDP ranked 23rd globally in 2012 according to the CIA.[381] Defense's share of U.S. spending has generally declined in recent decades, from Cold War peaks of 14.2% of GDP in 1953 and 69.5% of federal outlays in 1954 to 4.7% of GDP and 18.8% of federal outlays in 2011.[382]

The proposed base Department of Defense budget[image: External link] for 2012, $553 billion, was a 4.2% increase over 2011; an additional $118 billion was proposed for the military campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan.[383] The last American troops serving in Iraq departed in December 2011;[384] 4,484 service members were killed during the Iraq War[image: External link].[385] Approximately 90,000 U.S. troops were serving in Afghanistan in April 2012;[386] by November 8, 2013 2,285 had been killed during the War in Afghanistan[image: External link].[387]
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 Law enforcement and crime




Main articles: Law enforcement in the United States[image: External link] and Crime in the United States[image: External link]


See also: Law of the United States[image: External link], Second Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], Human rights in the United States § Justice system[image: External link], Incarceration in the United States[image: External link], and Capital punishment in the United States[image: External link]


Law enforcement in the United States is primarily the responsibility of local police and sheriff[image: External link]'s departments, with state police[image: External link] providing broader services. The New York City Police Department[image: External link] (NYPD) is the largest in the country. Federal agencies such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI) and the U.S. Marshals Service[image: External link] have specialized duties, including protecting civil rights[image: External link], national security[image: External link] and enforcing U.S. federal courts[image: External link]' rulings and federal laws.[389] At the federal level and in almost every state, a legal system operates on a common law[image: External link]. State courts conduct most criminal trials; federal courts[image: External link] handle certain designated crimes as well as certain appeals from the state criminal courts. Plea bargaining in the United States[image: External link] is very common; the vast majority of criminal cases in the country are settled by plea bargain[image: External link] rather than jury trial[image: External link].[390]

In 2015, there were 15,696 murders which was 1,532 more than in 2014, a 10.8 per cent increase, the largest since 1971.[391] The murder rate in 2015 was 4.9 per 100,000 people.[392] The national clearance rate[image: External link] for homicides in 2015 was 64.1%, compared to 90% in 1965.[393] In 2012 there were 4.7 murders per 100,000 persons in the United States, a 54% decline from the modern peak of 10.2 in 1980.[394] In 2001–2, the United States had above-average levels of violent crime and particularly high levels of gun violence[image: External link] compared to other developed nations.[395] A cross-sectional analysis of the World Health Organization[image: External link] Mortality Database from 2003 showed that United States "homicide rates were 6.9 times higher than rates in the other high-income countries, driven by firearm homicide rates that were 19.5 times higher."[396][needs update[image: External link]] Gun ownership rights[image: External link] continue to be the subject of contentious political debate[image: External link].

From 1980 through 2008 males represented 77% of homicide victims and 90% of offenders. Blacks committed 52.5% of all homicides during that span, at a rate almost eight times that of whites ("whites" includes most Hispanics), and were victimized at a rate six times that of whites. Most homicides were intraracial, with 93% of black victims killed by blacks and 84% of white victims killed by whites.[397] In 2012, Louisiana had the highest rate of murder and non-negligent manslaughter in the U.S., and New Hampshire the lowest.[398] The FBI's Uniform Crime Reports[image: External link] estimates that there were 3,246 violent and property crimes per 100,000 residents in 2012, for a total of over 9 million total crimes.[399]

Capital punishment[image: External link] is sanctioned in the United States for certain federal and military crimes, and used in 31 states.[400][401] No executions took place from 1967 to 1977, owing in part to a U.S. Supreme Court ruling[image: External link] striking down arbitrary imposition of the death penalty. In 1976, that Court ruled that, under appropriate circumstances, capital punishment may constitutionally be imposed. Since the decision there have been more than 1,300 executions, a majority of these taking place in three states: Texas, Virginia, and Oklahoma[image: External link].[402] Meanwhile, several states[image: External link] have either abolished or struck down death penalty laws. In 2015, the country had the fifth-highest number of executions in the world, following China, Iran[image: External link], Pakistan[image: External link] and Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[403]

The United States has the highest documented incarceration rate[image: External link] and total prison population[image: External link] in the world.[404] At the start of 2008, more than 2.3 million people were incarcerated, more than one in every 100 adults.[405] In December 2012, the combined U.S. adult correctional systems supervised about 6,937,600 offenders. About 1 in every 35 adult residents in the United States was under some form of correctional supervision in December 2012, the lowest rate observed since 1997.[406] The prison population has quadrupled since 1980,[407] and state and local spending on prisons and jails has grown three times as much as that spent on public education during the same period.[408] However, the imprisonment rate for all prisoners sentenced to more than a year in state or federal facilities is 478 per 100,000 in 2013[409] and the rate for pre-trial/remand prisoners is 153 per 100,000 residents in 2012.[410] The country's high rate of incarceration is largely due to changes in sentencing guidelines[image: External link] and drug policies[image: External link].[411] According to the Federal Bureau of Prisons[image: External link], the majority of inmates held in federal prisons are convicted of drug offenses.[412] The privatization of prisons[image: External link] and prison services which began in the 1980s has been a subject of debate.[413][414] In 2008, Louisiana had the highest incarceration rate[image: External link],[415] and Maine the lowest.[416]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Economic history of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has a capitalist[image: External link] mixed economy[image: External link][425] which is fueled by abundant natural resources[image: External link] and high productivity.[426] According to the International Monetary Fund[image: External link], the U.S. GDP of $16.8 trillion constitutes 24% of the gross world product[image: External link] at market exchange rates and over 19% of the gross world product at purchasing power parity[image: External link] (PPP).[427]

The US's nominal GDP is estimated to be $17.528 trillion as of 2014[428] From 1983 to 2008, U.S. real compounded annual GDP growth was 3.3%, compared to a 2.3% weighted average for the rest of the G7[image: External link].[429] The country ranks ninth in the world in nominal GDP per capita[image: External link] and sixth in GDP per capita at PPP[image: External link].[427] The U.S. dollar[image: External link] is the world's primary reserve currency[image: External link].[430]

The United States is the largest importer[image: External link] of goods and second-largest exporter[image: External link], though exports per capita[image: External link] are relatively low. In 2010, the total U.S. trade deficit[image: External link] was $635 billion.[431] Canada[image: External link], China[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], and Germany[image: External link] are its top trading partners.[432] In 2010, oil was the largest import commodity, while transportation equipment was the country's largest export.[431] Japan is the largest foreign holder of U.S. public debt.[433] The largest holder of the U.S. debt are American entities, including federal government accounts and the Federal Reserve[image: External link], who hold the majority of the debt.[434][435][436][437][fn 12]

In 2009, the private sector was estimated to constitute 86.4% of the economy, with federal government activity accounting for 4.3% and state and local government activity (including federal transfers) the remaining 9.3%.[440] The number of employees at all levels of government outnumber those in manufacturing[image: External link] by 1.7 to 1.[441] While its economy has reached a postindustrial[image: External link] level of development and its service sector[image: External link] constitutes 67.8% of GDP, the United States remains an industrial power.[442] The leading business field by gross business receipts is wholesale and retail trade; by net income it is manufacturing.[443] In the franchising[image: External link] business model, McDonald's[image: External link] and Subway[image: External link] are the two most recognized brands in the world. Coca-Cola[image: External link] is the most recognized soft drink[image: External link] company in the world.[444]

Chemical products are the leading manufacturing field.[445] The United States is the largest producer of oil in the world, as well as its second-largest importer.[446] It is the world's number one producer of electrical and nuclear energy, as well as liquid natural gas[image: External link], sulfur[image: External link], phosphates, and salt[image: External link]. The National Mining Association[image: External link] provides data pertaining to coal[image: External link] and minerals[image: External link] that include beryllium[image: External link], copper[image: External link], lead[image: External link], magnesium[image: External link], zinc[image: External link], titanium[image: External link] and others.[447][448]

Agriculture[image: External link] accounts for just under 1% of GDP,[442] yet the United States is the world's top producer of corn[449] and soybeans.[450] The National Agricultural Statistics Service[image: External link] maintains agricultural statistics for products that include peanuts[image: External link], oats[image: External link], rye[image: External link], wheat[image: External link], rice[image: External link], cotton[image: External link], corn[image: External link], barley[image: External link], hay[image: External link], sunflowers[image: External link], and oilseeds[image: External link]. In addition, the United States Department of Agriculture[image: External link] (USDA) provides livestock statistics regarding beef[image: External link], poultry[image: External link], pork[image: External link], and dairy products[image: External link]. The country is the primary developer and grower of genetically modified food[image: External link], representing half of the world's biotech crops.[451]

Consumer spending[image: External link] comprises 68% of the U.S. economy in 2015.[452] In August 2010, the American labor force consisted of 154.1 million people. With 21.2 million people, government is the leading field of employment. The largest private employment sector is health care and social assistance, with 16.4 million people. About 12% of workers are unionized[image: External link], compared to 30% in Western Europe[image: External link].[453] The World Bank ranks the United States first in the ease of hiring and firing workers.[454] The United States is ranked among the top three in the Global Competitiveness Report[image: External link] as well. It has a smaller welfare state[image: External link] and redistributes less income through government action than European nations tend to.[455]

The United States is the only advanced economy that does not guarantee its workers paid vacation[image: External link][456] and is one of just a few countries in the world without paid family leave[image: External link] as a legal right, with the others being Papua New Guinea[image: External link], Suriname[image: External link] and Liberia[image: External link].[457] While federal law currently does not require sick leave, it is a common benefit for government workers and full-time employees at corporations.[458] 74% of full-time American workers get paid sick leave, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, although only 24% of part-time workers get the same benefits.[458] In 2009, the United States had the third-highest workforce productivity[image: External link] per person in the world, behind Luxembourg[image: External link] and Norway[image: External link]. It was fourth in productivity per hour, behind those two countries and the Netherlands[image: External link].[459]

The 2008–2012 global recession[image: External link] significantly affected the United States, with output still below potential according to the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link].[460] It brought high unemployment[image: External link] (which has been decreasing but remains above pre-recession levels), along with low consumer confidence[image: External link], the continuing decline in home values and increase in foreclosures and personal bankruptcies[image: External link], an escalating federal debt crisis, inflation[image: External link], and rising petroleum and food prices[image: External link]. There remains a record proportion of long-term unemployed[image: External link], continued decreasing household income[image: External link], and tax and federal budget increases[image: External link].[461][462][463]
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 Income, poverty and wealth




Further information: Income in the United States[image: External link], Poverty in the United States[image: External link], Affluence in the United States[image: External link], United States counties by per capita income[image: External link], and Income inequality in the United States[image: External link]


Americans have the highest average household[image: External link] and employee[image: External link] income among OECD nations, and in 2007 had the second-highest median household income[image: External link].[464][465][466] According to the Census Bureau, median household income was $53,657 in 2014.[467] Despite accounting for only 4.4% of the global population, Americans collectively possess 41.6% of the world's total wealth,[468] and Americans make up roughly half of the world's population of millionaires.[469] The Global Food Security Index[image: External link] ranked the U.S. number one for food affordability and overall food security in March 2013.[470] Americans on average have over twice as much living space per dwelling and per person as European Union[image: External link] residents, and more than every EU nation.[471] For 2013 the United Nations Development Programme[image: External link] ranked the United States 5th among 187 countries in its Human Development Index[image: External link] and 28th in its inequality-adjusted HDI[image: External link] (IHDI).[472]

There has been a widening gap between productivity and median incomes since the 1970s.[473] However, the gap between total compensation and productivity is not as wide because of increased employee benefits such as health insurance.[474] While inflation[image: External link]-adjusted ("real") household income[image: External link] had been increasing almost every year from 1947 to 1999, it has since been flat on balance and has even decreased recently.[475] According to Congressional Research Service[image: External link], during this same period, immigration to the United States[image: External link] increased, while the lower 90% of tax filers incomes became stagnant, and eventually decreasing since 2000.[476] The rise in the share of total annual income received by the top 1 percent, which has more than doubled from 9 percent in 1976 to 20 percent in 2011, has significantly affected income inequality[image: External link],[477] leaving the United States with one of the widest income distributions among OECD nations.[478] The post-recession income gains have been very uneven, with the top 1 percent capturing 95 percent of the income gains from 2009 to 2012.[479] The extent and relevance of income inequality is a matter of debate.[480][ disputed[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]][481]



	United States' families median net worth



	in 2013 dollars
	1998
	2013
	change



	All families
	$102,500
	$81,200
	-20.8%



	Bottom 20% of incomes
	$8,300
	$6,100
	-26.5%



	2nd lowest 20% of incomes
	$47,400
	$22,400
	-52.7%



	Middle 20% of incomes
	$76,300
	$61,700
	-19.1%



	Top 10%
	$646,600
	$1,130,700
	+74.9%




Wealth[image: External link], like income and taxes, is highly concentrated[image: External link]; the richest 10% of the adult population possess 72% of the country's household wealth, while the bottom half claim only 2%.[483] Between June 2007 and November 2008 the global recession[image: External link] led to falling asset prices around the world. Assets owned by Americans lost about a quarter of their value.[484] Since peaking in the second quarter of 2007, household wealth was down $14 trillion, but has since increased $14 trillion over 2006 levels.[485][486] At the end of 2014, household debt[image: External link] amounted to $11.8 trillion,[487] down from $13.8 trillion at the end of 2008.[488]

There were about 578,424 sheltered and unsheltered homeless persons in the U.S.[image: External link] in January 2014, with almost two-thirds staying in an emergency shelter or transitional housing program.[489] In 2011 16.7 million children lived in food-insecure households[image: External link], about 35% more than 2007 levels, though only 1.1% of U.S. children, or 845,000, saw reduced food intake or disrupted eating patterns at some point during the year, and most cases were not chronic.[490] According to a 2014 report by the Census Bureau, one in five young adults lives in poverty[image: External link] today, up from one in seven in 1980.[491]
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Main article: Transportation in the United States[image: External link]


Personal transportation is dominated by automobiles, which operate on a network of 4 million miles (6.4 million km) of public roads,[493] including one of the world's longest highway systems[image: External link] at 57,000 miles (91700 km).[494] The world's second-largest automobile market,[495] the United States has the highest rate of per-capita vehicle ownership in the world, with 765 vehicles per 1,000 Americans.[496] About 40% of personal vehicles[image: External link] are vans, SUVs[image: External link], or light trucks.[497] The average American adult (accounting for all drivers and non-drivers) spends 55 minutes driving every day, traveling 29 miles (47 km).[498]

Mass transit accounts for 9% of total U.S. work trips[image: External link].[500][501] Transport of goods by rail[image: External link] is extensive, though relatively low numbers of passengers (approximately 31 million annually) use intercity rail to travel, partly because of the low population density throughout much of the U.S. interior.[502][503] However, ridership on Amtrak[image: External link], the national intercity passenger rail system[image: External link], grew by almost 37% between 2000 and 2010.[504] Also, light rail development[image: External link] has increased in recent years.[505] Bicycle usage for work commutes is minimal.[506]

The civil airline industry[image: External link] is entirely privately owned and has been largely deregulated since 1978[image: External link], while most major airports[image: External link] are publicly owned.[507] The three largest airlines in the world by passengers carried are U.S.-based; American Airlines[image: External link] is number one after its 2013 acquisition by US Airways[image: External link].[508] Of the world's 50 busiest passenger airports[image: External link], 16 are in the United States, including the busiest, Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta International Airport[image: External link], and the fourth-busiest, O'Hare International Airport[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link].[509]
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Further information: Energy policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States energy[image: External link] market is about 29,000 terawatt hours[image: External link] per year.[510] Energy consumption per capita[image: External link] is 7.8 tons (7076 kg) of oil equivalent per year, the 10th-highest rate in the world. In 2005, 40% of this energy came from petroleum, 23% from coal, and 22% from natural gas. The remainder was supplied by nuclear power and renewable energy[image: External link] sources.[511] The United States is the world's largest consumer of petroleum.[512]

For decades, nuclear power[image: External link] has played a limited role relative to many other developed countries, in part because of public perception in the wake of a 1979 accident[image: External link]. In 2007, several applications for new nuclear plants were filed.[513] The United States has 27% of global coal reserves.[514] It is the world's largest producer of natural gas and crude oil.[515]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Water supply and sanitation




Main article: Drinking water supply and sanitation in the United States[image: External link]


Issues that affect water supply in the United States include droughts in the West, water scarcity[image: External link], pollution[image: External link], a backlog of investment, concerns about the affordability of water for the poorest, and a rapidly retiring workforce. Increased variability and intensity of rainfall as a result of climate change[image: External link] is expected to produce both more severe droughts and flooding, with potentially serious consequences for water supply and for pollution from combined sewer overflows[image: External link].[516][517][fn 13]
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Main article: Education in the United States[image: External link]


American public education[image: External link] is operated by state and local governments, regulated by the United States Department of Education[image: External link] through restrictions on federal grants. In most states, children are required to attend school from the age of six or seven (generally, kindergarten[image: External link] or first grade[image: External link]) until they turn 18 (generally bringing them through twelfth grade[image: External link], the end of high school[image: External link]); some states allow students to leave school at 16 or 17.[520]

About 12% of children are enrolled in parochial[image: External link] or nonsectarian[image: External link] private schools[image: External link]. Just over 2% of children are homeschooled[image: External link].[521] The U.S. spends more on education per student than any nation in the world, spending more than $11,000 per elementary student in 2010 and more than $12,000 per high school student.[522] Some 80% of U.S. college students attend public universities[image: External link].[523]

The United States has many competitive private and public institutions of higher education[image: External link]. The majority of the world's top universities listed by different ranking organizations are in the U.S.[524][525][526] There are also local community colleges[image: External link] with generally more open admission policies, shorter academic programs, and lower tuition. Of Americans 25 and older, 84.6% graduated from high school, 52.6% attended some college, 27.2% earned a bachelor's degree[image: External link], and 9.6% earned graduate degrees.[527] The basic literacy[image: External link] rate is approximately 99%.[10][528] The United Nations assigns the United States an Education Index of 0.97, tying it for 12th in the world.[529]

As for public expenditures on higher education, the U.S. trails some other OECD[image: External link] nations but spends more per student than the OECD average, and more than all nations in combined public and private spending.[522][530] As of 2012, student loan debt[image: External link] exceeded one trillion dollars, more than Americans owe on credit cards.[531]
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Main article: Culture of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Alaska Natives § Cultures[image: External link], Native American cultures in the United States[image: External link], Culture of the Native Hawaiians[image: External link], Social class in the United States[image: External link], Public holidays in the United States[image: External link], and Tourism in the United States[image: External link]


The United States is home to many cultures[image: External link] and a wide variety of ethnic groups, traditions, and values.[25][532] Aside from the Native American[image: External link], Native Hawaiian[image: External link], and Native Alaskan[image: External link] populations, nearly all Americans or their ancestors settled or immigrated within the past five centuries.[533] Mainstream American culture is a Western culture[image: External link] largely derived from the traditions of European immigrants[image: External link] with influences from many other sources, such as traditions brought by slaves from Africa[image: External link].[25][534] More recent immigration from Asia[image: External link] and especially Latin America[image: External link] has added to a cultural mix that has been described as both a homogenizing melting pot[image: External link], and a heterogeneous salad bowl[image: External link] in which immigrants and their descendants retain distinctive cultural characteristics.[25]

Core American culture was established by Protestant[image: External link] British colonists and shaped by the frontier[image: External link] settlement process, with the traits derived passed down to descendants and transmitted to immigrants through assimilation. Americans have traditionally been characterized by a strong work ethic[image: External link], competitiveness, and individualism,[535] as well as a unifying belief in an "American creed[image: External link]" emphasizing liberty, equality, private property, democracy, rule of law, and a preference for limited government.[536] Americans are extremely charitable by global standards. According to a 2006 British study, Americans gave 1.67% of GDP to charity, more than any other nation studied, more than twice the second place British figure of 0.73%, and around twelve times the French figure of 0.14%.[537][538]

The American Dream[image: External link], or the perception that Americans enjoy high social mobility[image: External link], plays a key role in attracting immigrants.[539] Whether this perception is realistic has been a topic of debate.[540][541][542][543][429][544] While mainstream culture holds that the United States is a classless society[image: External link],[545] scholars identify significant differences between the country's social classes, affecting socialization[image: External link], language, and values.[546] Americans' self-images, social viewpoints, and cultural expectations are associated with their occupations to an unusually close degree.[547] While Americans tend greatly to value socioeconomic achievement, being ordinary or average[image: External link] is generally seen as a positive attribute.[548]
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Main article: Cuisine of the United States[image: External link]


Mainstream American cuisine is similar to that in other Western countries. Wheat[image: External link] is the primary cereal grain with about three-quarters of grain products made of wheat flour[549] and many dishes use indigenous ingredients, such as turkey, venison, potatoes, sweet potatoes, corn, squash, and maple syrup which were consumed by Native Americans and early European settlers.[550] These home grown foods are part of a shared national menu on one of America's most popular holidays; Thanksgiving[image: External link], when some Americans make traditional foods to celebrate the occasion.[551]

Characteristic dishes such as apple pie, fried chicken, pizza, hamburgers, and hot dogs derive from the recipes of various immigrants. French fries, Mexican[image: External link] dishes such as burritos and tacos, and pasta dishes freely adapted from Italian[image: External link] sources are widely consumed.[553] Americans drink three times as much coffee as tea.[554] Marketing by U.S. industries is largely responsible for making orange juice and milk ubiquitous breakfast[image: External link] beverages.[555][556]

American eating habits owe a great deal to that of their British culinary[image: External link] roots with some variations. Although American lands could grow newer vegetables that Britain could not, most colonists would not eat these new foods until accepted by Europeans.[557] Over time American foods changed to a point that food critic, John L. Hess[image: External link] stated in 1972: "Our founding fathers were as far superior to our present political leaders in the quality of their food as they were in the quality of their prose and intelligence".[558]

The American fast food[image: External link] industry, the world's largest,[559] pioneered the drive-through[image: External link] format in the 1940s.[560] Fast food consumption has sparked health concerns. During the 1980s and 1990s, Americans' caloric intake rose 24%;[553] frequent dining at fast food outlets is associated with what public health officials call the American "obesity epidemic[image: External link]".[561] Highly sweetened soft drinks are widely popular, and sugared beverages account for nine percent of American caloric intake.[562]
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Main articles: American literature[image: External link], American philosophy[image: External link], Architecture of the United States[image: External link], Visual art of the United States[image: External link], and American classical music[image: External link]


In the 18th and early 19th centuries, American art and literature took most of its cues from Europe. Writers such as Nathaniel Hawthorne[image: External link], Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link], and Henry David Thoreau[image: External link] established a distinctive American literary voice by the middle of the 19th century. Mark Twain[image: External link] and poet Walt Whitman[image: External link] were major figures in the century's second half; Emily Dickinson[image: External link], virtually unknown during her lifetime, is now recognized as an essential American poet.[563] A work seen as capturing fundamental aspects of the national experience and character—such as Herman Melville[image: External link]'s Moby-Dick[image: External link] (1851), Twain's The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn[image: External link] (1885), F. Scott Fitzgerald[image: External link]'s The Great Gatsby[image: External link] (1925) and Harper Lee[image: External link]'s To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link] (1960)—may be dubbed the "Great American Novel[image: External link]".[564]

Twelve U.S. citizens have won the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link], most recently Bob Dylan[image: External link] in 2016. William Faulkner[image: External link], Ernest Hemingway[image: External link] and John Steinbeck[image: External link] are often named among the most influential writers of the 20th century.[565] Popular literary genres such as the Western[image: External link] and hardboiled[image: External link] crime fiction developed in the United States. The Beat Generation[image: External link] writers opened up new literary approaches, as have postmodernist[image: External link] authors such as John Barth[image: External link], Thomas Pynchon[image: External link], and Don DeLillo[image: External link].[566]

The transcendentalists[image: External link], led by Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson[image: External link], established the first major American philosophical movement[image: External link]. After the Civil War, Charles Sanders Peirce[image: External link] and then William James[image: External link] and John Dewey[image: External link] were leaders in the development of pragmatism[image: External link]. In the 20th century, the work of W. V. O. Quine[image: External link] and Richard Rorty[image: External link], and later Noam Chomsky[image: External link], brought analytic philosophy[image: External link] to the fore of American philosophical academia. John Rawls[image: External link] and Robert Nozick[image: External link] led a revival of political philosophy[image: External link]. Cornel West[image: External link] and Judith Butler[image: External link] have led a continental tradition in American philosophical academia. Chicago school economists[image: External link] like Milton Friedman[image: External link], James M. Buchanan[image: External link], and Thomas Sowell[image: External link] have affected various fields in social and political philosophy.[567][568]

In the visual arts, the Hudson River School[image: External link] was a mid-19th-century movement in the tradition of European naturalism[image: External link]. The realist paintings of Thomas Eakins[image: External link] are now widely celebrated. The 1913 Armory Show[image: External link] in New York City, an exhibition of European modernist art[image: External link], shocked the public and transformed the U.S. art scene.[569] Georgia O'Keeffe[image: External link], Marsden Hartley[image: External link], and others experimented with new, individualistic styles. Major artistic movements such as the abstract expressionism[image: External link] of Jackson Pollock[image: External link] and Willem de Kooning[image: External link] and the pop art[image: External link] of Andy Warhol[image: External link] and Roy Lichtenstein[image: External link] developed largely in the United States. The tide of modernism and then postmodernism[image: External link] has brought fame to American architects such as Frank Lloyd Wright[image: External link], Philip Johnson[image: External link], and Frank Gehry[image: External link].[570] Americans have long been important in the modern artistic medium of photography[image: External link], with major photographers including Alfred Stieglitz[image: External link], Edward Steichen[image: External link], and Ansel Adams[image: External link].[571]

One of the first major promoters of American theater[image: External link] was impresario P. T. Barnum[image: External link], who began operating a lower Manhattan[image: External link] entertainment complex in 1841. The team of Harrigan and Hart[image: External link] produced a series of popular musical[image: External link] comedies in New York starting in the late 1870s. In the 20th century, the modern musical form emerged on Broadway[image: External link]; the songs of musical theater composers such as Irving Berlin[image: External link], Cole Porter[image: External link], and Stephen Sondheim[image: External link] have become pop standards[image: External link]. Playwright Eugene O'Neill[image: External link] won the Nobel literature prize in 1936; other acclaimed U.S. dramatists include multiple Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] winners Tennessee Williams[image: External link], Edward Albee[image: External link], and August Wilson[image: External link].[573]

Though little known at the time, Charles Ives[image: External link]'s work of the 1910s established him as the first major U.S. composer in the classical tradition, while experimentalists such as Henry Cowell[image: External link] and John Cage[image: External link] created a distinctive American approach to classical composition. Aaron Copland[image: External link] and George Gershwin[image: External link] developed a new synthesis of popular and classical music.

Choreographers[image: External link] Isadora Duncan[image: External link] and Martha Graham[image: External link] helped create modern dance[image: External link], while George Balanchine[image: External link] and Jerome Robbins[image: External link] were leaders in 20th-century ballet.
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Main article: Music of the United States[image: External link]


The rhythmic and lyrical styles of African-American music[image: External link] have deeply influenced American music[image: External link] at large, distinguishing it from European traditions. Elements from folk[image: External link] idioms such as the blues[image: External link] and what is now known as old-time music[image: External link] were adopted and transformed into popular genres[image: External link] with global audiences. Jazz[image: External link] was developed by innovators such as Louis Armstrong[image: External link] and Duke Ellington[image: External link] early in the 20th century. Country music[image: External link] developed in the 1920s, and rhythm and blues[image: External link] in the 1940s.[574]

Elvis Presley[image: External link] and Chuck Berry[image: External link] were among the mid-1950s pioneers of rock and roll[image: External link]. In the 1960s, Bob Dylan[image: External link] emerged from the folk revival[image: External link] to become one of America's most celebrated songwriters and James Brown[image: External link] led the development of funk[image: External link]. More recent American creations include hip hop[image: External link] and house music[image: External link]. American pop stars such as Presley, Michael Jackson[image: External link], and Madonna[image: External link] have become global celebrities,[574] as have contemporary musical artists such as Taylor Swift[image: External link], Britney Spears[image: External link], Katy Perry[image: External link], and Beyoncé[image: External link] as well as hip hop artists Jay Z[image: External link], Eminem[image: External link] and Kanye West[image: External link].[575] Rock bands such as Metallica[image: External link], the Eagles[image: External link], and Aerosmith[image: External link] are among the highest grossing[image: External link] in worldwide sales.[576][577][578]
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Main article: Cinema of the United States[image: External link]


Hollywood[image: External link], a northern district of Los Angeles[image: External link], California, is one of the leaders in motion picture production.[579] The world's first commercial motion picture exhibition was given in New York City in 1894, using Thomas Edison[image: External link]'s Kinetoscope[image: External link].[580] The next year saw the first commercial screening of a projected film, also in New York, and the United States was in the forefront of sound film[image: External link]'s development in the following decades. Since the early 20th century, the U.S. film industry has largely been based in and around Hollywood, although in the 21st century an increasing number of films are not made there, and film companies have been subject to the forces of globalization.[581]

Director D. W. Griffith[image: External link], American's top filmmaker during the silent film period, was central to the development of film grammar[image: External link], and producer/entrepreneur Walt Disney[image: External link] was a leader in both animated film[image: External link] and movie merchandising[image: External link].[582] Directors such as John Ford[image: External link] redefined the image of the American Old West and history, and, like others such as John Huston[image: External link], broadened the possibilities of cinema with location shooting, with great influence on subsequent directors. The industry enjoyed its golden years, in what is commonly referred to as the "Golden Age of Hollywood[image: External link]", from the early sound period until the early 1960s,[583] with screen actors such as John Wayne[image: External link] and Marilyn Monroe[image: External link] becoming iconic figures.[584][585] In the 1970s, film directors such as Martin Scorsese[image: External link], Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link] and Robert Altman[image: External link] were a vital component in what became known as "New Hollywood[image: External link]" or the "Hollywood Renaissance",[586] grittier films influenced by French and Italian realist pictures of the post-war period[image: External link].[587] Since, directors such as Steven Spielberg[image: External link], George Lucas[image: External link] and James Cameron[image: External link] have gained renown for their blockbuster films, often characterized by high production costs, and in return, high earnings at the box office, with Cameron's Avatar[image: External link] (2009) earning more than $2 billion.[588]

Notable films topping the American Film Institute[image: External link]'s AFI 100[image: External link] list include Orson Welles[image: External link]'s Citizen Kane[image: External link] (1941), which is frequently cited as the greatest film of all time,[589][590] Casablanca[image: External link] (1942), The Godfather[image: External link] (1972), Gone with the Wind[image: External link] (1939), Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link] (1962), The Wizard of Oz[image: External link] (1939), The Graduate[image: External link] (1967), On the Waterfront[image: External link] (1954), Schindler's List[image: External link] (1993), Singin' in the Rain[image: External link] (1952), It's a Wonderful Life[image: External link] (1946) and Sunset Boulevard[image: External link] (1950).[591] The Academy Awards[image: External link], popularly known as the Oscars, have been held annually by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] since 1929,[592] and the Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] have been held annually since January 1944.[593]
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Main article: Sports in the United States[image: External link]


American football[image: External link] is by several measures the most popular spectator sport;[595] the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL) has the highest average attendance of any sports league in the world, and the Super Bowl[image: External link] is watched by millions globally. Baseball[image: External link] has been regarded as the U.S. national sport[image: External link] since the late 19th century, with Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB) being the top league. Basketball[image: External link] and ice hockey[image: External link] are the country's next two leading professional team sports[image: External link], with the top leagues being the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA) and the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL). These four major sports, when played professionally, each occupy a season at different, but overlapping, times of the year. College football[image: External link] and basketball[image: External link] attract large audiences.[596] In soccer[image: External link], the country hosted the 1994 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], the men's national soccer team[image: External link] qualified for ten World Cups and the women's team[image: External link] has won the FIFA Women's World Cup[image: External link] three times; Major League Soccer[image: External link] is the sport's highest league in the United States (featuring 19 American and 3 Canadian teams). The market for professional sports in the United States is roughly $69 billion, roughly 50% larger than that of all of Europe, the Middle East, and Africa combined.[597]

Eight Olympic Games[image: External link] have taken place in the United States. As of 2014, the United States has won 2,400 medals at the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link], more than any other country, and 281 in the Winter Olympic Games[image: External link], the second most behind Norway.[598] While most major U.S. sports have evolved out of European practices, basketball[image: External link], volleyball[image: External link], skateboarding[image: External link], and snowboarding[image: External link] are American inventions, some of which have become popular in other countries. Lacrosse[image: External link] and surfing[image: External link] arose from Native American and Native Hawaiian activities that predate Western contact.[599] The most watched individual sports[image: External link] are golf[image: External link] and auto racing[image: External link], particularly NASCAR[image: External link].[600][601] Rugby union[image: External link] is considered the fastest growing sport in the U.S., with registered players numbered at 115,000+ and a further 1.2 million participants.[602]
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Main article: Media of the United States[image: External link]


The four major broadcasters in the U.S. are the National Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (NBC), Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link] (CBS), the American Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (ABC) and Fox[image: External link]. The four major broadcast television networks[image: External link] are all commercial entities. Cable television[image: External link] offers hundreds of channels catering to a variety of niches.[603] Americans listen to radio programming, also largely commercial, on average just over two-and-a-half hours a day.[604]

In 1998, the number of U.S. commercial radio stations had grown to 4,793 AM stations and 5,662 FM stations. In addition, there are 1,460 public radio stations. Most of these stations are run by universities and public authorities for educational purposes and are financed by public or private funds, subscriptions and corporate underwriting. Much public-radio broadcasting is supplied by NPR[image: External link] (formerly National Public Radio). NPR was incorporated in February 1970 under the Public Broadcasting Act of 1967; its television counterpart, PBS[image: External link], was also created by the same legislation. (NPR and PBS are operated separately from each other.) As of September 30, 2014, there are 15,433 licensed full-power radio stations in the US according to the U.S. Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC).[605]

Well-known newspapers are The Wall Street Journal[image: External link], The New York Times and USA Today[image: External link]. Although the cost of publishing has increased over the years, the price of newspapers has generally remained low, forcing newspapers to rely more on advertising revenue and on articles provided by a major wire service, such as the Associated Press or Reuters, for their national and world coverage. With very few exceptions, all the newspapers in the U.S. are privately owned, either by large chains such as Gannett[image: External link] or McClatchy[image: External link], which own dozens or even hundreds of newspapers; by small chains that own a handful of papers; or in a situation that is increasingly rare, by individuals or families. Major cities often have "alternative weeklies" to complement the mainstream daily papers, for example, New York City's The Village Voice[image: External link] or Los Angeles' LA Weekly[image: External link], to name two of the best-known. Major cities may also support a local business journal, trade papers relating to local industries, and papers for local ethnic and social groups. Early versions of the American newspaper comic strip[image: External link] and the American comic book began appearing in the 19th century. In 1938, Superman, the comic book superhero of DC Comics, developed into an American icon.[606] Aside from web portals[image: External link] and search engines[image: External link], the most popular websites are Facebook[image: External link], YouTube[image: External link], Wikipedia[image: External link], Yahoo.com[image: External link], eBay[image: External link], Amazon[image: External link] and Twitter[image: External link].[607]

More than 800 publications are produced in Spanish, the second most widely spoken mother tongue behind English.[608][609]
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Main articles: Science and technology in the United States[image: External link] and Science policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has been a leader in technological innovation since the late 19th century and scientific research since the mid-20th century. Methods for producing interchangeable parts[image: External link] were developed by the U.S. War Department by the Federal Armories during the first half of the 19th century. This technology, along with the establishment of a machine tool[image: External link] industry, enabled the U.S. to have large scale manufacturing of sewing machines, bicycles and other items in the late 19th century and became known as the American system of manufacturing[image: External link]. Factory electrification[image: External link] in the early 20th century and introduction of the assembly line[image: External link] and other labor saving techniques created the system called mass production[image: External link].[610]

In 1876, Alexander Graham Bell[image: External link] was awarded the first U.S. patent for the telephone[image: External link]. Thomas Edison[image: External link]'s research laboratory[image: External link], one of the first of its kind, developed the phonograph[image: External link], the first long-lasting light bulb[image: External link], and the first viable movie camera[image: External link].[611] The latter lead to emergence of the worldwide entertainment industry[image: External link]. In the early 20th century, the automobile companies of Ransom E. Olds[image: External link] and Henry Ford[image: External link] popularized the assembly line[image: External link]. The Wright brothers[image: External link], in 1903, made the first sustained and controlled heavier-than-air powered flight[image: External link].[612]

The rise of Fascism[image: External link] and Nazism in the 1920s and 1930s led many European scientists, including Albert Einstein[image: External link], Enrico Fermi[image: External link], and John von Neumann[image: External link], to immigrate to the United States.[613] During World War II, the Manhattan Project[image: External link] developed nuclear weapons, ushering in the Atomic Age[image: External link], while the Space Race[image: External link] produced rapid advances in rocketry, materials science[image: External link], and aeronautics[image: External link].[614][615]

The invention of the transistor[image: External link] in the 1950s, a key active component in practically all modern electronics[image: External link], led to many technological developments and a significant expansion of the U.S. technology industry.[616][617][618] This in turn led to the establishment of many new technology companies and regions around the country such as in Silicon Valley[image: External link] in California. Advancements by American microprocessor[image: External link] companies such as Advanced Micro Devices[image: External link] (AMD), and Intel[image: External link] along with both computer software[image: External link] and hardware[image: External link] companies that include Adobe Systems[image: External link], Apple Computer[image: External link], IBM[image: External link], Microsoft[image: External link], and Sun Microsystems[image: External link] created and popularized the personal computer[image: External link]. The ARPANET[image: External link] was developed in the 1960s to meet Defense Department[image: External link] requirements, and became the first of a series of networks which evolved[image: External link] into the Internet[image: External link].[619]

These advancements then lead to greater personalization[image: External link] of technology for individual use.[620] As of 2013, 83.8% of American households owned at least one computer[image: External link], and 73.3% had high-speed Internet service.[621] 91% of Americans also own a mobile phone as of May 2013.[622] The United States ranks highly with regard to freedom of use of the internet.[623]

In the 21st century, approximately two-thirds of research and development funding comes from the private sector.[624] The United States leads the world in scientific research papers and impact factor[image: External link].[625]
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See also: Health care in the United States[image: External link], Health care reform in the United States[image: External link], and Health insurance in the United States[image: External link]


PPP-adjusted[image: External link], compared amongst various first world nations.]] The United States has a life expectancy of 79.8 years at birth, up from 75.2 years in 1990.[627][628][629] Increasing obesity in the United States and health improvements elsewhere have contributed to lowering the country's rank in life expectancy from 1987, when it was 11th in the world.[630] Obesity rates in the United States[image: External link] are amongst the highest in the world.[631]

Approximately one-third of the adult population is obese and an additional third is overweight;[632] the obesity rate, the highest in the industrialized world, has more than doubled in the last quarter-century.[633] Obesity-related type 2 diabetes[image: External link] is considered epidemic by health care professionals.[634] The infant mortality rate of 6.17 per thousand places the United States 56th-lowest out of 224 countries.[635]

In 2010, coronary artery disease[image: External link], lung cancer[image: External link], stroke[image: External link], chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases[image: External link], and traffic accidents caused the most years of life lost in the U.S. Low back pain, depression[image: External link], musculoskeletal disorders[image: External link], neck pain, and anxiety[image: External link] caused the most years lost to disability. The most deleterious risk factors[image: External link] were poor diet, tobacco smoking, obesity, high blood pressure[image: External link], high blood sugar[image: External link], physical inactivity[image: External link], and alcohol use. Alzheimer's disease[image: External link], drug abuse, kidney disease[image: External link] and cancer, and falls caused the most additional years of life lost over their age-adjusted 1990 per-capita rates.[629] U.S. teenage pregnancy and abortion rates are substantially higher than in other Western nations, especially among blacks and Hispanics.[636]

The U.S. is a global leader in medical innovation. America solely developed or contributed significantly to 9 of the top 10 most important medical innovations since 1975 as ranked by a 2001 poll of physicians, while the European Union and Switzerland together contributed to five.[637] Since 1966, more Americans have received the Nobel Prize in Medicine[image: External link] than the rest of the world combined. From 1989 to 2002, four times more money was invested in private biotechnology companies in America than in Europe.[638] The U.S. health-care system far outspends[image: External link] any other nation, measured in both per capita spending and percentage of GDP.[639]

Health-care coverage in the United States is a combination of public and private efforts and is not universal[image: External link]. In 2014, 13.4% of the population did not carry health insurance[image: External link].[640] The subject of uninsured and underinsured Americans is a major political issue.[641][642] In 2006, Massachusetts[image: External link] became the first state to mandate universal health insurance.[643] Federal legislation[image: External link] passed in early 2010 would ostensibly create a near-universal health insurance system around the country by 2014, though the bill and its ultimate effect are issues of controversy.[644][645]
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^ English is the official language[image: External link] of 32 states; English and Hawaiian[image: External link] are both official languages in Hawaii[image: External link], and English and 20 Indigenous languages[image: External link] are official in Alaska[image: External link]. Algonquian[image: External link], Cherokee[image: External link], and Sioux[image: External link] are among many other official languages in Native-controlled lands throughout the country. French[image: External link] is a de facto, but unofficial, language in Maine[image: External link] and Louisiana[image: External link], while New Mexico[image: External link] law grants Spanish[image: External link] a special status.[4][5][6][7]


	
^ In five territories, English as well as one or more indigenous languages are official: Spanish[image: External link] in Puerto Rico, Samoan[image: External link] in American Samoa, Chamorro[image: External link] in both Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands. Carolinian[image: External link] is also an official language in the Northern Mariana Islands.


	
^ Whether the United States or China[image: External link] is larger has been disputed[image: External link]. The figure given is from the U.S. Census and United Nations.[11]


	
^ See Time in the United States[image: External link] for details about laws governing time zones in the United States.


	
^ Except American Samoa[image: External link] and the Virgin Islands[image: External link].


	
^ The five major territories are American Samoa[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link], Puerto Rico[image: External link], and the United States Virgin Islands[image: External link]. There are eleven smaller island areas without permanent populations: Baker Island[image: External link], Howland Island[image: External link], Jarvis Island[image: External link], Johnston Atoll[image: External link], Kingman Reef[image: External link], Midway Atoll[image: External link], and Palmyra Atoll[image: External link]. U.S. sovereignty over Bajo Nuevo Bank[image: External link], Navassa Island[image: External link], Serranilla Bank[image: External link], and Wake Island[image: External link] is disputed.[19]


	
^ The following two primary sources (non-mirrored) represent the range (min./max.) of total area for China and the United States. Both sources exclude Taiwan from the area of China.


	The Encyclopædia Britannica lists China as world's third-largest country (after Russia and Canada) with a total area of 9,572,900 sq km,[21] and the United States as fourth-largest at 9,526,468 sq km. The figure for the United States is less than in the CIA Factbook because it excludes coastal and territorial waters.[22]

	The CIA World Factbook lists the United States as the third-largest country (after Russia and Canada) with total area of 9,833,517 sq km,[23] and China as fourth-largest at 9,596,960 sq km.[24] This figure for the United States is greater than in the Encyclopædia Britannica because it includes coastal and territorial waters.







	
^ The United States has a very diverse population; 37 ancestry groups[image: External link] have more than one million members.[232] German Americans[image: External link] are the largest ethnic group (more than 50 million) – followed by Irish Americans[image: External link] (circa 37 million), Mexican Americans[image: External link] (circa 31 million) and English Americans[image: External link] (circa 28 million).[233][234] White Americans[image: External link] are the largest racial group[image: External link]; black Americans[image: External link] are the nation's largest racial minority[image: External link] (note that in the U.S. Census, Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] are counted as an ethnic group, not a "racial" group), and third-largest ancestry group.[232] Asian Americans[image: External link] are the country's second-largest racial minority; the three largest Asian American ethnic groups are Chinese Americans[image: External link], Filipino Americans[image: External link], and Indian Americans[image: External link].[232]


	
^ Fertility[image: External link] is also a factor; in 2010 the average Hispanic woman gave birth to 2.35 children in her lifetime, compared to 1.97 for non-Hispanic black women and 1.79 for non-Hispanic white women (both below the replacement rate[image: External link] of 2.1).[248] Minorities[image: External link] (as defined by the Census Bureau as all those beside non-Hispanic, non-multiracial whites) constituted 36.3% of the population in 2010 (this is nearly 40% in 2015),[249] and over 50% of children under age one,[250] and are projected to constitute the majority by 2042.[251] This contradicts the report by the National Vital Statistics Reports, based on the U.S. census data, which concludes that 54% (2,162,406 out of 3,999,386 in 2010) of births were non-Hispanic white.[248] The Hispanic birth rate plummeted 25% between 2006 and 2013 while the rate for non-Hispanics decreased just 5%.[252]


	
^ Source: 2015 American Community Survey[image: External link], U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link]. Most respondents who speak a language other than English at home also report speaking English "well" or "very well" For the language groups listed above, the strongest English-language proficiency is among speakers of German (96% report that they speak English "well" or "very well"), followed by speakers of French (93.5%), Tagalog (92.8%), Spanish (74.1%), Korean (71.5%), Chinese (70.4%), and Vietnamese (66.9%).


	
^ In January 2015, U.S. federal government debt held by the public was approximately $13 trillion, or about 72% of U.S. GDP. Intra-governmental holdings stood at $5 trillion, giving a combined total debt of $18.080 trillion.[372][373] By 2012, total federal debt had surpassed 100% of U.S. GDP.[374] The U.S. has a credit rating[image: External link] of AA+ from Standard & Poor's[image: External link], AAA from Fitch[image: External link], and AAA from Moody's[image: External link].[375]


	
^ The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute[image: External link], SIPRI, found that the United States' arms industry[image: External link] was the world's biggest exporter of major weapons from 2005 to 2009,[438] and remained the largest exporter of major weapons during a period between 2010 and 2014, followed by Russia, China (PRC), and Germany.[439]


	
^ Droughts are likely to particularly affect the 66 percent of Americans whose communities depend on surface water.[518] As for drinking water quality, there are concerns about disinfection by-products, lead[image: External link], perchlorates[image: External link] and pharmaceutical substances, but generally drinking water quality in the U.S.[image: External link] is good.[519]
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Cryopreservation






Cryopreservation or cryoconservation is a process where organelles[image: External link], cells[image: External link], tissues[image: External link], extracellular matrix[image: External link], organs[image: External link] or any other biological constructs susceptible to damage caused by unregulated chemical kinetics[image: External link] are preserved by cooling to very low temperatures[image: External link][1] (typically −80 °C using solid carbon dioxide[image: External link] or −196 °C using liquid nitrogen[image: External link]). At low enough temperatures, any enzymatic[image: External link] or chemical activity which might cause damage to the biological material in question is effectively stopped. Cryopreservation methods seek to reach low temperatures without causing additional damage caused by the formation of ice during freezing. Traditional cryopreservation has relied on coating the material to be frozen with a class of molecules termed cryoprotectants[image: External link]. New methods are constantly being investigated due to the inherent toxicity[image: External link] of many cryoprotectants.[2] By default it should be considered that cryopreservation alters or compromises the structure and function of cells[image: External link] unless it is proven otherwise for a particular cell population. Cryoconservation of animal genetic resources[image: External link] is the process in which animal genetic material is collected and stored with the intention of conservation of the breed.
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 Natural cryopreservation




Water-bears[image: External link] ( Tardigrada[image: External link]), microscopic multicellular organisms, can survive freezing[image: External link] by replacing most of their internal water with the sugar[image: External link] trehalose[image: External link], preventing it from crystallization that otherwise damages cell membranes[image: External link]. Mixtures of solutes can achieve similar effects. Some solutes, including salts, have the disadvantage that they may be toxic at intense concentrations. In addition to the water-bear, wood frogs can tolerate the freezing of their blood and other tissues. Urea is accumulated in tissues in preparation for overwintering, and liver glycogen is converted in large quantities to glucose in response to internal ice formation. Both urea and glucose act as "cryoprotectants" to limit the amount of ice that forms and to reduce osmotic[image: External link] shrinkage of cells. Frogs can survive many freeze/thaw events during winter if not more than about 65% of the total body water freezes. Research exploring the phenomenon of "Freezing frogs" has been performed primarily by the Canadian researcher, Dr. Kenneth B. Storey[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Freeze tolerance, in which organisms survive the winter by freezing solid and ceasing life functions, is known in a few vertebrates: five species of frogs (Rana sylvatica[image: External link], Pseudacris triseriata[image: External link], Hyla crucifer[image: External link], Hyla versicolor[image: External link], Hyla chrysoscelis[image: External link]), one of salamanders ( Hynobius[image: External link] keyserlingi), one of snakes (Thamnophis sirtalis[image: External link]) and three of turtles (Chrysemys picta[image: External link], Terrapene carolina[image: External link], Terrapene ornata[image: External link]).[3] Snapping turtles Chelydra serpentina[image: External link] and wall lizards Podarcis muralis[image: External link] also survive nominal freezing but it has not been established to be adaptive for overwintering. In the case of Rana sylvatica one cryopreservant is ordinary glucose, which increases in concentration by approximately 19 mmol/l when the frogs are cooled slowly.[3]
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 History




One of the most important early theoreticians of cryopreservation was James Lovelock[image: External link] (born 1919) known for Gaia theory[image: External link]. He suggested that damage to red blood[image: External link] cells during freezing was due to osmotic[image: External link] stress. During the early 1950s, Lovelock had also suggested that increasing salt concentrations in a cell as it dehydrates to lose water to the external ice might cause damage to the cell.[4] Cryopreservation of tissue during recent times began with the freezing of fowl sperm, which during 1957 was cryopreserved by a team of scientists in the UK directed by Christopher Polge.[5] The process was applied to humans during the 1950s with pregnancies obtained after insemination of frozen sperm. However, the rapid immersion of the samples in liquid nitrogen did not, for certain of these samples – such as types of embryos, bone marrow and stem cells – produce the necessary viability to make them usable after thawing. Increased understanding of the mechanism of freezing injury to cells emphasised the importance of controlled or slow cooling to obtain maximum survival on thawing of the living cells. A controlled-rate cooling process, allowing biological samples to equilibrate to optimal physical parameters osmotically in a cryoprotectant (a form of anti-freeze) before cooling in a predetermined, controlled way proved necessary. The ability of cryoprotectants, in the early cases glycerol, to protect cells from freezing injury was discovered accidentally. Freezing injury has two aspects: direct damage from the ice crystals and secondary damage caused by the increase in concentration of solutes as progressively more ice is formed. During 1963, Peter Mazur, at Oak Ridge National Laboratory in the U.S., demonstrated that lethal intracellular freezing could be avoided if cooling was slow enough to permit sufficient water to leave the cell during progressive freezing of the extracellular fluid. That rate differs between cells of differing size and water permeability: a typical cooling rate around 1 °C/minute is appropriate for many mammalian cells after treatment with cryoprotectants such as glycerol or dimethyl sulphoxide, but the rate is not a universal optimum.
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 Temperature




Storage at very cold temperatures is presumed to provide an indefinite longevity to cells, although the actual effective life is rather difficult to prove. Researchers experimenting with dried seeds found that there was noticeable variability of deterioration when samples were kept at different temperatures – even ultra-cold temperatures. Temperatures less than the glass transition point[image: External link] (Tg) of polyol[image: External link]'s water solutions, around −136 °C (137 K; −213 °F), seem to be accepted as the range where biological activity[image: External link] very substantially slows, and −196 °C (77 K; −321 °F), the boiling point of liquid nitrogen[image: External link], is the preferred temperature for storing important specimens. While refrigerators[image: External link], freezers and extra-cold freezers are used for many items, generally the ultra-cold of liquid nitrogen is required for successful preservation of the more complex biological structures to virtually stop all biological activity.
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 Risks




Phenomena[image: External link] which can cause damage to cells during cryopreservation mainly occur during the freezing stage, and include: solution effects, extracellular[image: External link] ice formation, dehydration and intracellular[image: External link] ice formation. Many of these effects can be reduced by cryoprotectants[image: External link]. Once the preserved material has become frozen, it is relatively safe from further damage. However, estimates based on the accumulation of radiation-induced DNA damage during cryonic storage have suggested a maximum storage period of 1000 years.[6]


	Solution effects

	As ice crystals grow in freezing water, solutes are excluded, causing them to become concentrated in the remaining liquid water. High concentrations of some solutes can be very damaging.




	Extracellular ice formation

	When tissues are cooled slowly, water migrates out of cells[image: External link] and ice[image: External link] forms in the extracellular space. Too much extracellular ice can cause mechanical damage to the cell membrane due to crushing.




	Dehydration

	Migration of water, causing extracellular ice formation, can also cause cellular dehydration. The associated stresses on the cell can cause damage directly.




	Intracellular ice formation

	While some organisms[image: External link] and tissues[image: External link] can tolerate some extracellular ice, any appreciable intracellular ice is almost always fatal to cells.
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 Main methods to prevent risks




The main techniques to prevent cryopreservation damages are a well established combination of controlled rate and slow freezing and a newer flash-freezing process known as vitrification.
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 Slow programmable freezing




Controlled-rate and slow freezing, also known as slow programmable freezing (SPF),[7] is a set of well established techniques developed during the early 1970s which enabled the first human embryo[image: External link] frozen birth Zoe Leyland during 1984. Since then, machines that freeze biological samples using programmable sequences, or controlled rates, have been used all over the world for human, animal and cell biology – "freezing down" a sample to better preserve it for eventual thawing, before it is frozen, or cryopreserved, in liquid nitrogen. Such machines are used for freezing oocytes, skin, blood products, embryo, sperm, stem cells and general tissue preservation in hospitals, veterinary practices and research laboratories around the world. As an example, the number of live births from frozen embryos 'slow frozen' is estimated at some 300,000 to 400,000 or 20% of the estimated 3 million in vitro fertilisation ( IVF[image: External link]) births.[8]

Lethal intracellular freezing can be avoided if cooling is slow enough to permit sufficient water to leave the cell during progressive freezing of the extracellular fluid. To minimize the growth of extracellular ice crystal growth and recrystallization,[9] biomaterials[image: External link] such as alginates[image: External link], poly vinyl alcohol[image: External link] or chitosan[image: External link] can be used to impede ice crystal growth along with traditional small molecule cryoprotectants.[10] That rate differs between cells of differing size and water permeability[image: External link]: a typical cooling rate of about 1 °C/minute is appropriate for many mammalian cells after treatment with cryoprotectants[image: External link] such as glycerol[image: External link] or dimethyl sulphoxide[image: External link], but the rate is not a universal optimum. The 1 °C / minute rate can be achieved by using devices such as a rate-controlled freezer or a benchtop portable freezing container.[11]

Several independent studies have provided evidence that frozen embryos stored using slow-freezing techniques may in some ways be 'better' than fresh in IVF. The studies indicate that using frozen embryos and eggs rather than fresh embryos and eggs reduced the risk of stillbirth and premature delivery though the exact reasons are still being explored.
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 Vitrification




Researchers Greg Fahy[image: External link] and William F. Rall helped introduce vitrification to reproductive cryopreservation in the mid-1980s.[12] As of 2000, researchers claim vitrification provides the benefits of cryopreservation without damage due to ice crystal formation.[13] The situation became more complex with the development of tissue engineering as both cells and biomaterials need to remain ice-free to preserve high cell viability and functions, integrity of constructs and structure of biomaterials. Vitrification of tissue engineered constructs was first reported by Lilia Kuleshova,[14] who also was the first scientist to achieve vitrification of woman’s eggs (oocytes), which resulted in live birth in 1999.[15] For clinical cryopreservation, vitrification usually requires the addition of cryoprotectants[image: External link] prior to cooling. The cryoprotectants act like antifreeze[image: External link]: they decrease the freezing temperature. They also increase the viscosity. Instead of crystallizing[image: External link], the syrupy solution becomes an amorphous ice[image: External link]—it vitrifies. Rather than a phase change from liquid to solid by crystallization, the amorphous state is like a "solid liquid", and the transformation is over a small temperature range described as the "glass transition[image: External link]" temperature.

Vitrification of water is promoted by rapid cooling, and can be achieved without cryoprotectants by an extremely rapid decrease of temperature (megakelvins per second). The rate that is required to attain glassy state in pure water was considered to be impossible until 2005.[16]

Two conditions usually required to allow vitrification are an increase of the viscosity and a decrease of the freezing temperature. Many solutes do both, but larger molecules generally have a larger effect, particularly on viscosity. Rapid cooling also promotes vitrification.

For established methods of cryopreservation, the solute must penetrate the cell membrane in order to achieve increased viscosity and decrease freezing temperature inside the cell. Sugars do not readily permeate through the membrane. Those solutes that do, such as dimethyl sulfoxide[image: External link], a common cryoprotectant, are often toxic in intense concentration. One of the difficult compromises of vitrifying cryopreservation concerns limiting the damage produced by the cryoprotectant itself due to cryoprotectant toxicity. Mixtures of cryoprotectants and the use of ice blockers have enabled the Twenty-First Century Medicine[image: External link] company to vitrify a rabbit[image: External link] kidney[image: External link] to −135 °C with their proprietary vitrification mixture. Upon rewarming, the kidney was transplanted successfully into a rabbit, with complete functionality and viability, able to sustain the rabbit indefinitely as the sole functioning kidney.[17]
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 Freezable tissues




Generally, cryopreservation is easier for thin samples and small clumps of individual cells, because these can be cooled more quickly and so require lesser doses of toxic[image: External link] cryoprotectants. Therefore, cryopreservation of human livers[image: External link] and hearts[image: External link] for storage and transplant[image: External link] is still impractical.

Nevertheless, suitable combinations of cryoprotectants and regimes of cooling and rinsing during warming often allow the successful cryopreservation of biological materials, particularly cell suspensions or thin tissue samples. Examples include:


	
Semen[image: External link] in semen cryopreservation[image: External link]


	
Blood[image: External link]

	Special cells for transfusion

	
Stem cells[image: External link]. It is optimal in high concentration of synthetic serum, stepwise equilibration and slow cooling.[18]


	
Umbilical cord blood[image: External link] Further information: Cord blood bank#Cryopreservation[image: External link]






	Tissue samples like tumors[image: External link] and histological cross sections[image: External link]


	Eggs ( oocytes[image: External link]) in oocyte cryopreservation[image: External link]


	
Embryos[image: External link] at cleavage stage (that are 2, 4 or 8 cells) or at blastocyst stage, in embryo cryopreservation[image: External link]


	
Ovarian tissue[image: External link] in ovarian tissue cryopreservation[image: External link]


	
Plant[image: External link] seeds or shoots may be cryopreserved for conservation[image: External link] purposes.



Additionally, efforts are underway to preserve humans cryogenically, known as cryonics[image: External link]. For such efforts either the brain within the head or the entire body may experience the above process. Cryonics is in a different category from the aforementioned examples, however: while countless cryopreserved cells, vaccines, tissue and other biologial samples have been thawed and used successfully, this has not yet been the case at all for cryopreserved brains or bodies. At issue are the criteria for defining "success". Proponents of cryonics claim that cryopreservation using present technology, particularly vitrification of the brain, may be sufficient to preserve people in an "information theoretic[image: External link]" sense so that they could be revived and made whole by hypothetical vastly advanced future technology. Not only is there no guarantee of its success, many people argue that human cryporeservation is unethical. According to certain views of the mind body problem, some philosophers believe that the mind, which contains thoughts, memories, and personality, is separate from the brain. When someone dies, their mind leaves the body. If a cryopreserved patient gets successfully resuscitated, no one knows if they would be the same person that they once were or if they would be an empty shell of the memory of who they once were. Although it is not yet possible, it is reasonable to assume that playing God will one day be possible as the expanding of scientific knowledge and technologies happen everyday. Right now scientists are trying to see if transplanting cryopreserved human organs for transplantation is viable, if so this would be a major step forward for the possibility of reviving a cryopreserved human.[19]
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 Embryos




Main article: Embryo cryopreservation[image: External link]


Cryopreservation for embryos is used for embryo storage, e.g., when in vitro fertilization[image: External link] (IVF) has resulted in more embryos than is currently needed.

Pregnancies have been reported from embryos stored for 16 years.[20] Many studies have evaluated the children born from frozen embryos, or “frosties”. The result has been uniformly positive with no increase in birth defects or development abnormalities.[21] A study of more than 11,000 cryopreserved human embryos showed no significant effect of storage time on post-thaw survival for IVF or oocyte donation cycles, or for embryos frozen at the pronuclear or cleavage stages.[22] Additionally, the duration of storage did not have any significant effect on clinical pregnancy, miscarriage, implantation, or live birth rate, whether from IVF or oocyte donation cycles.[22] Rather, oocyte age, survival proportion, and number of transferred embryos are predictors of pregnancy outcome.[22]
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 Ovarian tissue




Main article: Ovarian tissue cryopreservation[image: External link]


Cryopreservation of ovarian tissue is of interest to women who want to preserve their reproductive function beyond the natural limit, or whose reproductive potential is threatened by cancer therapy,[23] for example in hematologic malignancies or breast cancer.[24] The procedure is to take a part of the ovary and perform slow freezing before storing it in liquid nitrogen whilst therapy is undertaken. Tissue can then be thawed and implanted near the fallopian, either orthotopic (on the natural location) or heterotopic (on the abdominal wall),[24] where it starts to produce new eggs, allowing normal conception to occur.[25] The ovarian tissue may also be transplanted into mice that are immunocompromised (SCID mice[image: External link]) to avoid graft rejection[image: External link], and tissue can be harvested later when mature follicles have developed.[26]
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 Oocytes




Main article: Oocyte cryopreservation[image: External link]


Human Oocyte cryopreservation is a new technology in which a woman’s eggs ( oocytes[image: External link]) are extracted, frozen and stored. Later, when she is ready to become pregnant, the eggs can be thawed, fertilized, and transferred to the uterus as embryos[image: External link]. Since 1999, when the birth of the first baby from an embryo derived from vitrified-warmed woman’s eggs was reported by Kuleshova and co-workers in the journal of Human Reproduction,[14] this concept has been recognized and widespread. This break-through in achieving vitrification of woman’s oocytes made an important advance in our knowledge and practice of the IVF process, as clinical pregnancy rate is four times higher after oocyte vitrification than after slow freezing.[27] Oocyte vitrification is vital for preservation fertility in young oncology patients and for individuals undergoing IVF who object, either for religious or ethical reasons, to the practice of freezing embryos.
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 Semen




Main article: Semen cryopreservation[image: External link]


Semen[image: External link] can be used successfully almost indefinitely after cryopreservation. The longest reported successful storage is 22 years.[28] It can be used for sperm donation[image: External link] where the recipient wants the treatment in a different time or place, or as a means of preserving fertility for men undergoing vasectomy[image: External link] or treatments that may compromise their fertility, such as chemotherapy[image: External link], radiation therapy[image: External link] or surgery.
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 Testicular tissue




Cryopreservation of immature testicular tissue is a developing method to avail reproduction to young boys who need to have gonadotoxic therapy. Animal data are promising, since healthy offsprings have been obtained after transplantation of frozen testicular cell suspensions or tissue pieces. However, none of the fertility restoration options from frozen tissue, i.e. cell suspension transplantation, tissue grafting[image: External link] and in vitro maturation[image: External link] (IVM) has proved efficient and safe in humans as yet.[29]
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 Moss




Cryopreservation of whole moss[image: External link] plants[image: External link], especially Physcomitrella patens[image: External link], has been developed by Ralf Reski[image: External link] and coworkers[30] and is performed at the International Moss Stock Center[image: External link]. This biobank[image: External link] collects, preserves, and distributes moss mutants[image: External link] and moss ecotypes[image: External link].[31]
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 Mesenchymal stromal cells (MSCs)




Scientists have reported that MSCs when transfused immediately within few hours post thawing may show reduced function or show decreased efficacy in treating diseases as compared to those MSCs which are in log phase of cell growth(fresh), so cryopreserved MSCs should be brought back into log phase of cell growth in in vitro culture before these are administered for clinical trials or experimental therapies, re-culturing of MSCs will help in recovering from the shock the cells get during freezing and thawing. Various clinical trials on MSCs have failed which used cryopreserved product immediately post thaw as compared to those clinical trials which used fresh MSCs [Francois M et al., Cytotherapy.2012;14:147–152].
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 Preservation of microbiology cultures




Bacteria and fungi can be kept short-term (months to about a year, depending) refrigerated, however, cell division and metabolism is not completely arrested and thus is not an optimal option for long-term storage (years) or to preserve cultures genetically or phenotypically, as cell divisions can lead to mutations or sub-culturing can cause phenotypic changes. A preferred option, species-dependent, is cryopreservation.
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 Fungi




Fungi, notably zygomycetes, ascomycetes and higher basidiomycetes, regardless of sporulation, are able to be stored in liquid nitrogen or deep-frozen. Crypreservation is a hallmark method for fungi that do not sporulate (otherwise other preservation methods for spores can be used at lower costs and ease), sporulate but have delicate spores (large or freeze-dry sensitive), are pathogenic (dangerous to keep metabolically active fungus) or are to be used for genetic stocks (ideally to have identical composition as the original deposit). As with many other organisms, cryoprotectants like DMSO[image: External link] or glycerol[image: External link] (e.g. filamentous fungi 10% glycerol or yeast 20% glycerol) are used. Differences between choosing cryoprotectants are species (or class) dependent, but generally for fungi penetrating cryoprotectants like DMSO, glycerol or polyethylene glycol are most effective (other non-penetrating ones include sugars mannitol, sorbitol, dextran, etc.). Freeze-thaw repetition is not recommended as it can decrease viability. Back-up deep-freezers or liquid nitrogen storage sites are recommended. Multiple protocols for freezing are summarized below (each uses screw-cap polypropylene cryotubes):[32]

A) Non-sporulating fungi or embedded mycelia: 10% glycerol is added to the tube and agar plugs of fresh culture are added and immediately frozen in liquid-nitrogen vapor (−170 °C). Cultures are thawed at 37 °C and plated.

B) Spores or mycelia from agar plate: 10% glycerol or 5% DMSO spore or mycelia suspension are made and frozen.

C) Liquid mycelia: Mycelia are macerated (not for use with human pathogenic fungi) and mixed to make a final concentration of 10% glycerol or 5% DSMO.

For protocol B and C, stocks are gradually cooled until frozen. Similar thawing and plating as in A.
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 Bacteria




Many common culturable laboratory strains are deep-frozen to preserve genetically and phenotypically stable, long-term stocks. Sub-culturing and prolonged refrigerated samples may lead to loss of plasmid(s) or mutations. Common final glycerol percentages are 15, 20 and 25. From a fresh culture plate, one single colony of interest is chosen and liquid culture is made. From the liquid culture, the medium is directly mixed with equal amount of glycerol; the colony should be checked for any defects like mutations. All antibiotics should be washed from the culture before long-term storage. Methods vary, but mixing can be done gently by inversion or rapidly by vortex and cooling can vary by either placing the cryotube directly at −50 to −95 °C, shock-freezing in liquid nitrogen or gradually cooling and then storing at −80 °C or cooler (liquid nitrogen or liquid nitrogen vapor). Recovery of bacteria can also vary, namely if beads are stored within the tube then the few beads can be used to plate or the frozen stock can be scraped with a loop and then plated, however, since only little stock is needed the entire tube should never be completely thawed and repeated freeze-thaw should be avoided. 100% recovery is not feasible regardless of methodology.[33][34][35]
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 See also





	
Cells Alive System[image: External link] freezers

	Chemical brain preservation[image: External link]
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	Cryoconservation of animal genetic resources[image: External link]
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	Cryonics[image: External link]

	Cryostasis (clathrate hydrates)[image: External link]

	Cryogenic processor[image: External link]

	Ex-situ conservation[image: External link]

	Frozen zoo[image: External link]

	International Longevity and Cryopreservation Summit[image: External link]
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Captain America (serial)






Captain America is a 1944 Republic[image: External link] black-and-white serial film loosely based on the Timely Comics (today known as Marvel Comics) character Captain America. It was the last Republic serial made about a superhero. It also has the distinction of being the most expensive serial that Republic ever made. It also stands as the first theatrical release connected to a Marvel character; the next theatrical release featuring a Marvel hero would not occur for more than 40 years.

The serial sees Captain America, really District Attorney[image: External link] Grant Gardner, trying to thwart the plans of The Scarab, really museum curator Dr. Cyrus Maldor - especially regarding his attempts to acquire the "Dynamic Vibrator" and "Electronic Firebolt", devices that could be used as super-weapons.

In a rare plot element for Republic, the secret identity of the villain is known to the audience from the beginning, if not to the characters in the serial. The studio's usual approach was the use of a mystery villain[image: External link] who was only unmasked as one of the other supporting characters in the final chapter.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Plot




A rash of suspicious suicides[image: External link] among scientists and businessmen, all found holding a small scarab, gets the attention of Mayor Randolph. He demands that Police Commissioner[image: External link] Dryden and District Attorney Grant Gardner get to the bottom of the case, while openly wishing that Captain America, a masked man who has helped defeat crime in the past, were around to solve the mystery. Gail Richards, Grant Gardner's secretary, investigates and realises someone knows of the "Purple Death", a hypnotic chemical responsible for the suicides. However he then pulls out a gun and takes her into another room. He then orders an associate to tie her up. The D.A. realises she is there and forces the man to take him to her. He finds her tied up and gagged. He frees her but it is threatened that the purple death will be dropped killing them all. But the D.A. shoots him then gets out of the room with Gail.

All of the suicides were members of an expedition to some Mayan[image: External link] ruins. One of the few remaining survivors, Professor Lyman, turns to his friend Dr. Maldor for support. Dr. Maldor, however, reveals that he is the man responsible for the deaths. He wants revenge because he planned and organised the expedition but everyone else claimed the fame and fortune. However, Lyman has developed the "Dynamic Vibrator" - a device intended for mining operations but one that can be amplified into a devastating weapon. Using his purple death Dr. Maldor forces Lyman to disclose the location of his plans.

Captain America intervenes as the Scarab's heavies attempt to steal the plans and this leads to a sequence of plots by the Scarab to acquire a working version, as well as other devices, while trying to eliminate the interfering Captain before he succeeds in discovering Dr. Maldor's true identity or defeats him.
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 Cast





	
Dick Purcell[image: External link] as Captain America. The character drastically differs from his comic book counterpart, who was a frail soldier named Steve Rogers who underwent a super-soldier experiment to enhance his physiology to the peak of human perfection. These elements are completely omitted and the character's identity is changed to a District Attorney named Grant Gardner. Purcell was cast as the hero despite, as described by Harmon and Glut, having an average and slightly overweight physique.[2] He died a few weeks after filming was completed; he collapsed in the locker room[image: External link] at a Los Angeles[image: External link] country club. In the opinion of film historian Raymond Stedman, the strain of filming Captain America had been too much for his heart.[3]


	
Lorna Gray[image: External link] as Gail Richards, Grant Gardner's secretary

	
Lionel Atwill[image: External link] as Dr Cyrus Maldor/The Scarab

	
Charles Trowbridge[image: External link] as Police Commissioner Dryden

	
Russell Hicks[image: External link] as Mayor Randolph

	
George J. Lewis[image: External link] as Bart Matson

	
John Davidson[image: External link] as Gruber

	
Stanley Price[image: External link] as Purple Death chemist

	
Edward Van Sloan[image: External link] as Gregory (uncredited)
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 Production




Captain America was budgeted at $182,623 although the final negative cost[image: External link] was $222,906 (a $40,283, or 22.1%, overspend). It was the most expensive of all Republic serials (as well as the most over budget).[1] It was filmed between October 12 and November 24, 1943.[1] The serial's production number was 1297.[1] Captain America was written by seven of the top serial screenwriters, including Harry Fraser[image: External link]’s only work at Republic.[4]

The Captain America costume was really grey, white and dark blue as these colours photographed better in black and white. The costume also lost the wings on the head, the pirate boots became high shoes and the chainmail became normal cloth. Miniature flags were added to the gloves and the belt buckle became a small shield.[2]

Republic was notorious for making changes in their adaptations. This occurred with Captain America more than most. Timely, the owner of Captain America, was unhappy with the omission of Steve Rogers, the lack of an army setting and his use of a gun. Republic responded in writing that the sample pages provided by Timely did not indicate that Captain America was a soldier called Steve Rogers, nor that he did not carry a revolver. They also noted that the serial was well into production by this point and they could not return to the original concept without expensive retakes and dubbing. Finally they pointed out that Republic was under no contractual obligation to do any of this.[2]

The differences between the comic book and film versions of the title character in this serial are more extreme than with other Republic comic adaptations, such as Adventures of Captain Marvel[image: External link] and Spy Smasher[image: External link]. For example:


	His secret identity is District Attorney[image: External link] Grant Gardner rather than U.S. Army[image: External link] Private[image: External link] Steve Rogers.

	The "Super-Soldier Serum" origin is not used.

	His famous shield does not appear, replaced by a standard gun.

	Despite the fact that this serial was made in 1944, and Captain America regularly fought Nazis in the comics, the Nazis are not part of the story in any way.

	His sidekick, Bucky, does not appear.



The reason for the differences appears not to be arbitrary, but that the script for the serial originally featured an entirely different licensed lead character and it was only decided later to replace the original character with Captain America. Film historians Jim Harmon[image: External link] and Don Glut[image: External link] speculated that the script was originally written as a sequel to 1940's Mysterious Doctor Satan[image: External link], which featured the masked hero The Copperhead.[citation needed[image: External link]] This character was himself a substitution for DC's Superman, after Republic's bid for that character's film rights lost to Paramount[image: External link], who had a series of cartoon shorts[image: External link] made by the Fleischer Studios[image: External link], and would later on acquire Republic, as well as release a feature-length Captain America film.

Republic previously had adapted Fawcett Comics characters (Captain Marvel and Spy Smasher). Due to the fact that the lead in Captain America is a crime-fighting district attorney aided by a female secretary who knows his identity, and that the serial includes a chapter entitled "The Scarlet Shroud" in which nothing scarlet appears, film restoration director Eric Stedman suggests that it is more likely that the script was originally developed to feature Fawcett's comic book hero Mr. Scarlet, secretly D.A. Brian Butler, whose comic book appearances had proved unpopular and who had actually disappeared from comic book covers and been relegated to being a backup feature between the time the serial was planned and the final film produced.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Writer Raymond William Stedman believes that the differences between the comic-book and film versions of Captain America were "for the better" as, for example, the hero did not have to sneak out of an army base every time he needed to change identities.[3]
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 Stunts





	
Dale Van Sickel[image: External link] as Captain America (doubling Dick Purcell)

	Bert LeBaron as Dr Maldor/The Scarab (doubling Lionel Atwill)

	Helen Thurston as Gail Richards (doubling Lorna Gray)

	
Ken Terrell[image: External link] Bart Matson/Dirk (doubling George J. Lewis & Crane Whitley)

	John Bagni

	Fred Graham[image: External link]

	Duke Green

	Eddie Parker[image: External link]

	Allen Pomeroy

	Tom Steele[image: External link]



Dale Van Sickel was the "ram rod" of the stunt crew, doubling Dick Purcell as Captain America. Ken Terrell doubled George J. Lewis and Fred Graham doubled Lionel Atwill. Additional stunts were performed by Duke Green and Joe Yrigoyen. Tom Steele only appeared in chapter one as he was busy on The Masked Marvel.[2]
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All the special effects in Captain America were created by Republic's in-house team, the Lydecker brothers[image: External link].
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 Release




Captain America's official release date is 5 February 1944, although this is actually the date the seventh chapter was made available to film exchanges. (The serial was actually filmed in 1943.) [1] The serial was re-released on 30 September 1953, under the new title Return of Captain America, between the first runs of Canadian Mounties vs. Atomic Invaders[image: External link] and Trader Tom of the China Seas[image: External link].[1]
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 Critical reception




Captain America is regarded as the "apex of the traditional action film fight...[in the] opinion of many cliffhanger enthusiasts."[2] Stedman wrote that this was a "much better serial than either Batman[image: External link] or The Masked Marvel[image: External link]".[3] Dr. Maldor is, in Cline's opinion, Lionel Atwill's best serial role.[5]
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 References to the serial




In Captain America V1 issue 219 (March 1978), it is revealed that a Captain America serial also exists within the Marvel Continuity. In this version, Captain America himself plays the role (in secret), taking the place of the stunt man who was shot during production due to the prop master being the Nazi spy Lyle Decker. Like the real-life serial, Cap's shield is replaced with a standard gun, his identity is changed, and his sidekick Bucky is absent.

In 2007, after Marvel's Civil War[image: External link] event, Captain America (Steve Rogers) was seemingly killed off. News channel CNN[image: External link] produced a special on the death, showing the serial with Grant Gardner as Captain America while it was focusing on the death of Steve Rogers. In Issue 27[clarification needed[image: External link]] of Captain America, the movie poster is seen in The Captain America Museum.

Steve Rogers' ex-girlfriend in the Ultimate Marvel continuity is named after Gail Richards, Grant Gardner's secretary.

The 2011 film Captain America: The First Avenger features the title character starring in a serial early in his career.
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The Purple Death (25:40)

	
Mechanical Executioner (15:38)

	
The Scarlet Shroud (15:33)

	
Preview of Murder (15:33)

	
Blade of Wrath (15:33)

	
Vault of Vengeance (15:33)

	
Wholesale Destruction (15:34)

	
Cremation in the Clouds (15:33)

	
Triple Tragedy (15:33)

	
The Avenging Corpse (15:33)

	
The Dead Man Returns (15:33)

	
Horror on the Highway (15:34)

	
Skyscraper Plunge (15:33)

	
The Scarab Strikes (15:32)

	
The Toll of Doom (15:33)



Source:[1][6]
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	List of films in the public domain[image: External link]
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Marvel Cinematic Universe






The Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) is an American media franchise[image: External link] and shared universe[image: External link] that is centered on a series[image: External link] of superhero films[image: External link], independently produced by Marvel Studios[image: External link] and based on characters that appear in publications by Marvel Comics. The franchise has expanded to include comic books, short films, television series, and digital series. The shared universe, much like the original Marvel Universe in comic books, was established by crossing over[image: External link] common plot elements, settings, cast, and characters. Phil Coulson, portrayed by Clark Gregg[image: External link], is an original character to the MCU and the only character to appear across all the different media of the MCU.

The first film released in the MCU was Iron Man (2008), which began the first phase of films culminating in the crossover film Marvel's The Avengers (2012). Phase Two began with Iron Man 3 (2013), and concluded with Ant-Man[image: External link] (2015). The films are currently in Phase Three, which began with the release of Captain America: Civil War (2016). Marvel Television[image: External link] expanded the universe further, first to network television with Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. on ABC[image: External link] in the 2013–14 television season[image: External link], followed by online streaming[image: External link] with Marvel's Daredevil[image: External link] on Netflix[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link], and then to cable television[image: External link] with Marvel's Cloak & Dagger[image: External link], which is scheduled to air in 2018[image: External link] on Freeform[image: External link]. Marvel Television has also produced the digital series Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot, which is a supplement to Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. Soundtrack albums[image: External link] have been released for all of the films, along with many of television series, as well as the release of compilation albums[image: External link] containing existing music heard in the films. The MCU also includes tie-in comics[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics, while Marvel Studios has also produced a series of direct-to-video short films[image: External link] and a viral marketing[image: External link] campaign for its films and the universe with the faux news program WHIH Newsfront[image: External link].

The franchise has been commercially successful as a multimedia shared universe, though some critics have found that some of its films and television series have suffered in service of the wider universe. It has inspired other film and television studios with comic book character adaptation rights to attempt to create similar shared universes. The MCU has also been the focus of other media, outside of the shared universe, including attractions at the Disneyland Resort[image: External link] and Discovery Times Square[image: External link], two television specials, guidebooks for each film, a Lego video game, and a commercial with Coca-Cola[image: External link].
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By 2005, Marvel Entertainment[image: External link] began planning to independently produce its own films and distribute them through Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[2] Previously, Marvel had co-produced[image: External link] several superhero films[image: External link] with Columbia Pictures[image: External link], New Line Cinema[image: External link] and others, including a seven-year development deal with 20th Century Fox[image: External link].[3] Marvel made relatively little profit from its licensing deals with other studios and wanted to get more money out of its films while maintaining artistic control of the projects and distribution.[4] Avi Arad[image: External link], head of Marvel's film division, was pleased with Sam Raimi's Spider-Man films[image: External link] at Sony, but was less pleased about others. As a result, they decided to form Marvel Studios[image: External link], Hollywood's first major independent[image: External link] movie studio since DreamWorks[image: External link].[5]

Arad's second-in-command,[5] Kevin Feige[image: External link], realized that unlike Spider-Man and the X-Men, whose film rights were licensed to Sony and Fox, respectively, Marvel still owned the rights to the core members of the Avengers. Feige, a self-professed "fanboy", envisioned creating a shared universe just as creators Stan Lee and Jack Kirby had done with their comic books in the early 1960s.[6] To raise capital, the studio secured funding from a seven-year, $525 million revolving credit facility with Merrill Lynch[image: External link].[4] Marvel's plan was to release individual films for their main characters and then merge them together in a crossover[image: External link] film.[7] Arad, who doubted the strategy yet insisted that it was his reputation that helped secure the initial financing, resigned the following year.[5][8]

In 2007, at 33 years old, Feige was named studio chief. In order to preserve its artistic integrity, Marvel Studios formed a six-person creative committee with people familiar with its comic book lore that included Feige, Marvel Studios co-president Louis D'Esposito, Marvel Comics' president of publishing Dan Buckley[image: External link], Marvel's chief creative officer Joe Quesada, writer Brian Michael Bendis, and Marvel Entertainment president Alan Fine[image: External link], who oversaw the committee.[5] Feige initially referred to the shared narrative continuity of these films as the "Marvel Cinema Universe",[9] but later used the term "Marvel Cinematic Universe".[10] Marvel has designated the Marvel Cinematic Universe as Earth-199999 within the continuity[image: External link] of the company's multiverse[image: External link], a collection of fictional alternate universes.[11]

In November 2013, Feige said that "in an ideal world" releases each year would include one film based on an existing character and one featuring a new character, saying it's "a nice rhythm" in that format. While not always the case, as evident by the 2013 releases of Iron Man 3 and Thor: The Dark World, he said it is "certainly something to aim for."[12] Feige expanded on this in July 2014, saying, "I don't know that we'll keep to [that model] every year", but we're doing that in 2014 and 2015, "so I think it would be fun to continue that sort of thing."[13] In February 2014, Feige stated that Marvel Studios wants to mimic the "rhythm" that the comic books have developed, by having the characters appear in their own films, and then come together, much like "a big event[image: External link] or crossover[image: External link] series,"[14] with Avengers films acting as "big, giant linchpins."[15] After the reveal of multiple release dates for films through 2019 in July 2014,[16] Feige stated, "I think if you look at some of those dates that we've announced, we're going to three in a few of those years. Again, not because there's a number cruncher telling us to go to three, do more than two pictures a year, but because of the very reason just laid out: It is about managing [existing] franchises, film to film, and when we have a team ready to go, why tell them to go away for four years just because we don't have a slot? We'd rather find a way to keep that going."[17] After the titles were revealed in October 2014,[18] Feige said, "the studio's firing on all cylinders right now ... which made us comfortable for the first time ... to increase to three films a year [in 2017 and 2018] instead of just two, without changing our methods."[19]

On expanding the characters in the universe and letting individual films breathe and work on their own, as opposed to having Avenger team-ups outside of Avengers films, Feige stated, it's about "teaching the general movie going audience about the notion of the characters existing separately, coming together for specific events and going away and existing separately in their own worlds again. Just like comic readers have been doing for decades and decades ... People sort of are accepting that there's just a time when they should be together and there's a time when they’re not."[20] In April 2014, Feige revealed that Edgar Wright[image: External link]'s pitch for Ant-Man[image: External link] in 2006 helped shape the early films of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, saying, "We changed, frankly, some of the MCU to accommodate this version of Ant-Man[image: External link]. Knowing what we wanted to do with Edgar and with Ant-Man, going years and years back, helped to dictate what we did with the roster for Avengers the first time. It was a bit of both in terms of his idea for the Ant-Man story influencing the birth of the MCU in the early films leading up to Avengers."[21]

In October 2014, Marvel held a press event to announce the titles of their Phase Three films.[18] The event, which drew comparisons to Apple[image: External link]'s Worldwide Developers Conference[image: External link],[22] was done because all the information was ready. As Feige explained, "We wanted to do this at [San Diego] Comic-Con[image: External link] this year. Things were not set ... So the plan has been, since a few weeks before Comic-Con when we realized we weren’t going to be able to do everything we wanted to do, is to decide 'let's do either something we haven’t done in a long time, or something we've never done.' Which is a singular event, just to announce what we have when it's ready. I thought that might be early August, or mid-September, it ended up being [at the end of October]."[19]

In September 2015, after Marvel Studios was integrated into The Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] with Feige reporting to Walt Disney Studios chairman Alan Horn[image: External link] instead of Marvel Entertainment CEO Isaac Perlmutter[image: External link],[23] it was reported that the studios' creative committee would have "nominal" input on the films moving forward, though would continue to consult on Marvel Television[image: External link] productions, which remained under Perlmutter's control.[24][25] All key film decisions going forward will be made by Feige, D'Esposito and Victoria Alonso.[24] At the end of the month, on how much story is developed for future films of the universe, Feige said there are "broad strokes" though sometime "super-specific things. But for the most part, in broad strokes that are broad enough and loose enough that, if through the development of four of five movies before we get to the culmination ... we still have room to sway and to move and to go and to surprise ourselves in places that we end up. So that all the movies, hopefully when they're finished, will feel like they're all interconnected and meant to be and planned far ahead, but really can live and breathe enough as individual movies to be satisfying each and of themselves." The studio also has various contingency plans for the direction of all of their films, in the event they are unable to secure a certain actor to reprise a role, or re-acquire the film rights to a character, such as was done in February 2015 with Spider-Man.[26]

In April 2016, on moving the universe to Phase Four and reflecting on the first three, Feige said, "I think there will be a finality to moments of Phase Three, as well as new beginnings that will mark a different, a very different, a distinctively different chapter in what will someday be a complete first saga made up of three phases." Joe Russo added, "You build things up and people enjoy the experiences you've built up. But then you kind of reach an apex or you reach a climax, a moment where you go, ‘This structure is really going to start to be repetitious if we do this again, so what do we do now?’ So now, you deconstruct it. We’re in the deconstruction phase with [Captain America:] Civil War and leading into [Avengers:] Infinity War, which are the culmination films."[27] A year later, Feige felt after the conclusion of Phase Three, Marvel might abandon grouping the films by phases, saying, "it might be a new thing."[28]

On the potential for "superhero fatigue", Feige stated, "This year [2016], we’ve got Civil War and we’ve got Doctor Strange[image: External link] in November, two completely different movies. To me, and to all of Marvel Studios, that's what keeps it going. As long as we’re surprising people, as long as we’re not falling into things becoming too similar ... next year, [Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link]], [Spider-Man: Homecoming[image: External link]], Thor: Ragnarok. Those are three totally different movies ... as long as the only shared thing is they come from the same source material and they’ve got our Marvel logo in front of the movies. Other than that they can be very distinct. What other studios do, what other properties, nothing we can do about it."[29]
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 Distributors




Over time, the distribution rights[image: External link] to Marvel Studios' films changed hands on multiple occasions. In November 2006, Universal Pictures[image: External link] announced that it would distribute The Incredible Hulk[image: External link],[30] in an arrangement separate from Marvel's 2005 deal with Paramount, which was distributing Marvel's other films.[2] In September 2008, after the international success of Iron Man, Paramount signed a deal to have worldwide distribution rights for Iron Man 2, Iron Man 3, Thor, Captain America: The First Avenger, and The Avengers.[31]

In late December 2009, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] purchased Marvel Entertainment for $4 billion. In October 2010, Walt Disney Studios bought the distribution rights for Marvel's The Avengers and Iron Man 3 from Paramount Pictures,[32] with Paramount's logo remaining on the films, as well as for promotional material and merchandise,[33][34] although Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link] is the only studio credited at the end of these films.[35] Disney has distributed all subsequent Marvel Studios films.[36] In July 2013, Disney purchased the distribution rights to Iron Man, Iron Man 2, Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger from Paramount.[37] The Incredible Hulk was not part of the deal, due to an agreement between Marvel and Universal, where Marvel owns the film rights and Universal owns the distribution rights, for this film as well as the right of first refusal[image: External link] to distribute future Hulk films.[38] According to The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link], a potential reason why Marvel has not bought the film distribution rights to the Hulk as they did with Paramount for the Iron Man, Thor, and Captain America films is because Universal holds the theme park[image: External link] rights to several Marvel characters that Disney wants for its own theme parks[image: External link].[39]

In February 2015, Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] and Marvel Studios announced a licensing deal that would allow Spider-Man to appear in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, with the character first appearing in Captain America: Civil War.[40][41] Marvel Studios also explored opportunities to integrate other characters of the Marvel Cinematic Universe into future Spider-Man films financed, distributed, and controlled by Sony Pictures,[40] with Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link] the first confirmed to reprise his role as Tony Stark / Iron Man in Spider-Man: Homecoming.[42] In June 2015, Feige clarified that the initial Sony deal does not apply to the MCU television series[image: External link], as it was "very specific ... with a certain amount of back and forth allowed."[43]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Broadcast




In June 2010, Marvel Television[image: External link] was launched with Jeph Loeb[image: External link] as head.[44] By July 2012, the division had entered into discussions with ABC[image: External link] to create a show set in the MCU,[45] and in August, ABC ordered a pilot[image: External link] for a show called S.H.I.E.L.D., with The Avengers writer/director Joss Whedon[image: External link] involved;[46] it was later renamed Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[47] In January 2014, the series Marvel's Agent Carter was announced, joining Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. at ABC,[48] while a put pilot[image: External link] order for the half-hour live-action comedy series, Marvel's Damage Control, was revealed in October 2015.[49] While talking about Marvel potentially making comedy series, Loeb said in January 2016 that Marvel always feels humor should be a part of anything they produce, despite possibly fitting more within a darker genre, as Daredevil and Jessica Jones do, while also staying "grounded and real". He added, "There are moments of levity that are in life that you need to bring to the table, or else it just becomes overwhelmingly oppressive ... If you're going to [explore comic book elements], it's always a good idea to make sure that the audience is aware that, yeah, it's funny [too]."[50]

In May 2016, after ABC had canceled Marvel's Agent Carter and passed on Marvel's Most Wanted[image: External link], ABC Entertainment[image: External link] president Channing Dungey[image: External link] said that Marvel and ABC were working together, looking "at series that would be beneficial to both brands" moving forward.[51] In November 2016, Marvel and IMAX Corporation[image: External link] announced Marvel's Inhumans[image: External link], based on the species of the same name, after a planned film based on the characters had been removed from Marvel Studios' slate.[52][53][54] The first two episodes of the series were set to premiere in IMAX[image: External link] theaters in September 2017 for two weeks, before airing on ABC with the remainder of the series.[52] Ben Sherwood[image: External link], president of Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link], said, "We’ve worked very carefully with our friends at Marvel Studios—and this is a critical point—to make sure that calendar-wise and content-wise we are only enhancing" the MCU; the theatrical debut of the series was timed to not interfere with the release of any Marvel Studios films—the theatrical run of the series will take place between the releases of Spider-Man: Homecoming and Thor: Ragnarok.[55][56] The deal was initially suggested to Marvel by IMAX after they had held a successful IMAX event with Game of Thrones[image: External link] in 2015. Sherwood described it as "a quadruple win—a win for IMAX, a win for Marvel, a win for ABC Studios and a win for ABC to launch a show in an innovative way and get attention" in an increasingly crowded market. Sherwood hoped that this would be the first of "several innovative ways to launch [television] programming."[56]
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 Online streaming




By October 2013, Marvel was preparing four drama series and a miniseries, totaling 60 episodes, to present to video on demand[image: External link] services and cable providers, with Netflix[image: External link], Amazon[image: External link], and WGN America[image: External link] expressing interest.[57] In November 2013, it was announced that Disney would provide Netflix with live-action series based on Daredevil, Jessica Jones[image: External link], Iron Fist[image: External link], and Luke Cage, leading up to a miniseries based on the Defenders.[58] Disney CEO Bob Iger[image: External link] stated that Netflix was chosen to air the shows, "when Disney realized it could use the streaming service as a way to grow the popularity of the characters". He added that, if the characters prove popular, they could become feature films.[59] Loeb later stated that Marvel was not "interested in making four pilots and then hoping someday that they could all get together. Netflix really understood what it is we wanted to do. They’re very open to directors that might not have that same opportunity in broadcast television. The notion of having all 13 episodes at one time, particularly in serialized storytelling, is very appealing."[60] Loeb also added that the four characters chosen "all had a previous existing relationship and all grew up on the same kind of stoop in New York [in the comics]. So it lent itself to a world. Does that mean these shows are going to be the same? No. They can't be. The characters have different issues, different problems, different feelings about them ... the example that I continually give is that I cannot think of two films that are more different in tone than The Winter Soldier and Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]. And yet, if you watch them back to back, they feel very Marvel. They feel very much like, 'Oh, it is still the same universe that I'm in.'"[61]

Quesada confirmed in April 2014 that the Netflix series would be set within the MCU[62] Loeb explained that "Within the Marvel universe there are thousands of heroes of all shapes and sizes, but the Avengers are here to save the universe and Daredevil is here to save the neighborhood ... It does take place in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. It's all connected. But that doesn't necessarily mean that we would look up in the sky and see [Iron Man]. It's just a different part of New York that we have not yet seen in the Marvel movies."[63] In January 2015, Netflix COO Ted Sarandos[image: External link] said Netflix planned to release a Marvel series approximately a year apart from each other after Daredevil's April 2015 release.[64] A year later, Sarandos noted that the release schedules of the Marvel Netflix series are dependent on the "long production times and long post times. In some cases, when we have characters crossover, it makes it more difficult to manage production. It's not the goal to put out more than one or two [each] year ... The complex one is really The Defenders. The Defenders' production schedule will determine a lot of the season 2 and 3 output of those shows." He also noted on potential spin-offs that "all the characters in the universe could also spin out" into their own series at some point,[65] with Netflix ordering Marvel's The Punisher[image: External link], a spin-off from Daredevil, that April.[66] Sarandos later stated that Netflix was trying to close the gap between releases of Marvel seasons, but would always prioritize the quality of the series over higher numbers of releases per year. He also said that Netflix was open to exploring the MCU beyond the Defenders series, including potential crossovers with ABC's Marvel series.[67]
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 Cable




In April 2016, the ABC-owned cable[image: External link] network Freeform[image: External link] announced Marvel's Cloak & Dagger[image: External link], based on the characters of the same name[image: External link], with a straight-to-series order for 2018.[68][69] The network confirmed that the series would be "its first venture into the Marvel Cinematic Universe", and described the show as a "superhero love story", a premise that Variety[image: External link] called "a seamless fit for Freeform" given the network's target audience of "Becomers" (the 14-34 age demographic).[68][70]
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 Crossovers to feature films




Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. executive producer Jeffrey Bell[image: External link] revealed at the show's 2014 PaleyFest panel that the producers and writers are able to read the screenplays for upcoming MCU films to know where the universe is heading.[72] He noted that since the films have to be "big" and move "quickly through a lot of huge pieces", it is beneficial for the films to have the television series fill in any "gaps" for them.[73] His fellow executive producer Jed Whedon[image: External link] explained that each Marvel project is intended to standalone first before there is any interweaving, and noted that the series has to work with the film division and be aware of their plans so as not to interfere when introducing someone or something to the universe.[74] Bell elaborated that this was preferable so that people who do not watch the films can still follow the series, and vice versa.[73] Joss Whedon noted that this process "unfortunately just means the TV show gets, you know, leftovers." He stated that, for example, the series' creative team initially wanted to use Loki's scepter from The Avengers but were unable due to Whedon's plans for it in Avengers: Age of Ultron.[75]

In April 2014, Quesada stated that, beyond connecting to themselves, the Netflix series would connect with the films and other television series.[62] In October 2014, Feige said the opportunity "certainly" exists for characters in the Netflix series to appear in Avengers: Infinity War.[19] In March 2015, Loeb spoke on the ability for the Netflix series to crossover with the films and the ABC series, saying, "As it is now, in the same way that our films started out as self-contained and then by the time we got to The Avengers, it became more practical for Captain America to do a little crossover into Thor 2 and for Bruce Banner to appear at the end of Iron Man 3. We have to earn that. The audience needs to understand who all of these characters are and what the world is before you then start co-mingling".[76] In September 2015, Feige elaborated on the films referencing the television series, saying "I think that's inevitable at some point ... The schedules do not always quite match up to make that possible. It's easier for [the shows]. They're more nimble and faster and produce things quicker than we do, which is one of the main reasons you see the repercussions of Winter Soldier or [Avengers: Age of Ultron] in the show ... by the time we start doing a movie, they'd be mid-way through a season. By the time our movie comes out, they'd be [starting the next season]. So finding the timing on that is not always easy.[26]

Loeb talked further on the subject in July 2016, reiterating the issue of scheduling by saying "if I’m shooting a television series and that's going to go on over a six-month or eight-month period, how am I going to get [a television series actor] to be able to go be in a movie?" He noted that this would not be as much of an issue if characters were making very minor cameo appearances, but explained that Marvel was not interested in cameos and easter eggs just for the sake of fan service, which could detract from the story being told; "As I often get reported by you folks for saying #ItsAllConnected, our feeling is that the connection isn’t just whether or not somebody is walking into a movie or walking out of a television show. It's connected in the way that the shows come from the same place, that they are real, that they are grounded."[77]

In January 2017, Vincent D'Onofrio[image: External link], who portrays Wilson Fisk[image: External link] in Daredevil, said he "would love to switch over to the movies, but I think it's pretty much been said it's not going to happen. Or at least not for a very, very long time." D'Onofrio cited Feige's previous reasoning as well as the fact that the films already had difficulty "bringing big characters in that they have to service in the writing" and adding characters from the television series would be "just too many characters" since the films were "trying to figure out already how to individualize more and at the same time keep The Avengers going."[78] In March 2017, Anthony Mackie[image: External link], who portrays Sam Wilson / Falcon in the films, felt a crossover between the films and television series "wouldn't work at all" given they are "different universes, different worlds, different companies, different designs" and that "Kevin Feige is very specific about how he wants the Marvel Universe to be seen in the film world."[79] The following May, Feige noted that a character appearing in a television series would not necessarily exclude them from appearing in a film, adding that "at some point, there’s going to be a crossover. Crossover, repetition, or something."[80]
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 Other media




In 2008, the first official tie-in comic was released.[81] Quesada outlined his plan to expand the MCU into comic books, saying, "The MCU [comics] are going to be stories set within movie continuity. [They are] not necessarily direct adaptations of the movies, but maybe something that happened off screen and was mentioned in the movie ... Kevin Feige is involved with these and in some cases maybe the writers of the movies would be involved [as well.]"[82] Marvel Comics worked with Brad Winderbaum, Jeremy Latcham, and Will Corona Pilgrim at Marvel Studios to decide which concepts should be carried over from the Marvel Comics Universe to the Marvel Cinematic Universe, what to show in the tie-in comics, and what to leave for the films.[83] Marvel has clarified which of the tie-in comics are considered official canonical MCU stories, with the rest merely inspired by the MCU, "where we get to show off all the characters from the film in costume and in comic form."[84]

In August 2011, Marvel announced a series of direct-to-video[image: External link] short films[image: External link] called Marvel One-Shots[image: External link],[85] the name derived from the label used by Marvel Comics for their one-shot comics.[86] Co-producer Brad Winderbaum said "It's a fun way to experiment with new characters and ideas, but more importantly it's a way for us to expand the Marvel Cinematic Universe and tell stories that live outside the plot of our features."[85] Each short film is designed to be a self-contained story that provides more backstory for characters or events introduced in the films.[87] In July 2012, D'Esposito stated that Marvel was considering the idea of introducing established characters who may not yet be ready to carry their own feature films in future One-Shots, stating, "There's always a potential to introduce a character. We have 8,000 of them, and they can’t all be at the same level. So maybe there are some that are not so popular, and we introduce them [with a short] – and they take off. I could see that happening."[88]

In March 2015, Marvel's Vice President of Animation Development and Production, Cort Lane, stated that animated tie-ins to the MCU were "in the works".[89] That July, Marvel Studios partnered with Google[image: External link] to produce the faux news program WHIH Newsfront with Christine Everhart[image: External link], a series of in-universe YouTube[image: External link] videos serving as the center of a viral marketing[image: External link] campaign to promote the films and universe.[90] In December 2016, a six-part web series, Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot, was revealed, which debuted on ABC.com on December 13, 2016. It follows Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez[image: External link] on a secret mission, shortly before the start of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s fourth season, with Natalia Cordova-Buckley[image: External link] reprising her role.[91]
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 Business practices




Marvel Studios developed specific business practices to create its shared universe, including choosing filmmakers that were considered "out-of-left-field", given their previous work. Feige remarked, "You don't have to have directed a big, giant visual-effects movie to do a big, giant visual-effects movie for us. You just have to have done something singularly sort of awesome,"[92] adding "It's worked out well for us when we've taken people [such as Jon Favreau[image: External link], Joss Whedon[image: External link], Kenneth Branagh[image: External link], and the Russo brothers[image: External link],] that have done very, very good things. Very rarely are one of those good things a big giant blockbuster superhero movie."[93] When hiring directors, the studio usually has "a kernel of an idea of what we want", which is presented to potential directors over the course of several meetings to discuss and further expand. "And if over the course of three or four or five meetings they make it way better than what we initially were spewing to them, they usually get the job", according to Feige.[26] Later expanding on this process, Feige explained that before talking to any directors on a film, Marvel Studios often puts together a "lookbook" of influences from the comics and art by Marvel's visual development department, to create a visual template for the film. These are put together at company retreats, which the studio holds every "18 months or so" to plan out and develop the phases of the MCU. These lookbooks are not always shown to directors, though, with Marvel sometimes preferring to let the director offer their own ideas first.[94]

Scott Derrickson[image: External link] did not see a lookbook for Doctor Strange, instead putting together his own presentation, with concept art and storyboards by himself and professionals he hired, to sell himself and his vision of the film to Marvel. In contrast, Marvel shared several different ideas for what Thor: Ragnarok could be with prospective filmmakers, who then went away and developed what they thought the film should be from that. Taika Waititi[image: External link] created a sizzle reel using clips from other films to present his vision based on Marvel's ideas, a practice that Marvel discourages as they "oftentimes can be really terrible". However, Marvel thought Waititi's was "amazing". Derrickson and Waititi were both eventually hired for the films.[94] For Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Joe and Anthony Russo met with the studio four times over two months before they were hired, during which they "kept getting more and more specific about what our vision was", putting together "reference videos, storyboards, script pages, you name it. We did like a 30-page book that had everything that we’d do with the character, from the theme of the movie to the tone of the film to the fighting style to what we liked about the character and what we didn’t like". This meant that by the time they were hired they had already "figured the movie out".[95]

When the studio hired Kenneth Branagh and Joe Johnston to direct Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger, respectively, it made sure both directors were open to the idea of a shared universe and including Avengers set-up scenes in their films.[6] Joe Russo stated, "That's the exciting component of [incorporating references to the larger universe]. 'What can we set up for the future?' You're constantly pitching out ideas that not only affect your movie, but may have a ripple effect that affects other films ... It's a weird sort of tapestry of writers and directors working together to create this universe that's sort of organic."[20] Anthony added, "The great thing about the Marvel [Cinematic Universe], just like the publishing [arm], it's a very vast, inter-connected universe, where characters will have their rise and fall, so to speak, and hand off to other characters. As the cinematic universe moves forward, you may start to see the cinematic universe adopt that same pattern, as the publishing has, where there's closure with some characters and new beginnings with other characters."[96] He added that, for directors to "fit" in at Marvel, they must understand how to "take a larger story and wrangle it into a moment", yet keep it connected.[20]

On allowing directors and writers to work within Marvel's shared universe concept, Joe Russo said that Feige has "big pieces that he knows he wants to build towards, but the way that you get there is open to interpretation and improv a little bit." For the Russos in The Winter Soldier, they had to deal with the idea of S.H.I.E.L.D. being infiltrated by Hydra, with Joe saying, "how we get there is all up to us. And I think why Marvel has been so successful is because it's been such a clear plan, that everything is interconnected and they’re building emotional capital with each movie that you can then trade off of in the next film."[97] Joe later elaborated that once each film's creative team "come up with conceptually what we want to do" for a film, then we will ask questions about whether this would interfere with a storyline in another movie. Or, what's going on in that film, can we pull some of that into this film? That's where you start looking for the interconnectedness, but it's very important early on that the concept be created in a bubble because you have to protect the idea, it has to be driven by storytelling. Kevin's ... always in the mindset of "let's just make this movie now and worry about the next movie when it comes."[95]

Marvel Studios also began contracting their actors for multiple films, including signing actor Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] to a then "unprecedented" nine-movie contract.[99] In July 2014, Feige said that the studio has all actors sign contracts for multiples films, with the norm being for 3 or more, and the 9 or 12 film deals "more rare".[100] Actor's contracts also feature clauses that allows Marvel to use up to three minutes of an actor's performance from one film for another, which Marvel describes as "bridging material".[25] At Marvel Television, actors such as Charlie Cox[image: External link] (Matt Murdock / Daredevil in Daredevil) and Adrianne Palicki[image: External link] (Bobbi Morse / Mockingbird in Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.) are contractually obliged to appear in a Marvel film if asked.[101][102] In May 2015, after starring as Claire Temple[image: External link] in the first season of Daredevil, Rosario Dawson[image: External link] signed with Marvel to return for the second season of the series as part of an "exclusive TV deal" that also allows her to appear in any other Marvel Netflix series, including Jessica Jones and Luke Cage.[103] Dawson explained that she signs on with Marvel for a year at a time, for a certain amount of episodes, and finds out which series the episodes are for closer to the time of filming.[104]

In August 2012, Marvel signed Joss Whedon to an exclusive contract through June 2015 for film and television. With the deal, Whedon would "contribute creatively" on Phase Two of the MCU and develop the first television series set in the universe.[105] In March 2013, Whedon expanded on his consulting responsibilities, saying, "I understand what Kevin [Feige] is going for and where he's heading, and I read the scripts and watch cuts and talk to the directors and writers and give my opinion. Occasionally there could be some writing. But I’m not trying to get in anybody's soup, I’m just trying to be helpful."[106] Whedon later elaborated that "Since the story has already been approved and everybody knows what we're doing with Avengers 2, we can really lay it out. It's not like anyone's saying "well I don't know, what if I need that?" It's like "doing this is troublesome for us, whereas doing this will actually help us." ... You want to honor the events of the last movie but you don't want to be beholden to them, because some people will see Avengers[: Age of Ultron] who did not see any of the movies in between or even Avengers 1." He also found working in television and script doctoring[image: External link] to be "great training ground[s] for dealing with this ... because you're given a bunch of pieces and told to make them fit—even if they don't."[107]

For the Russo brothers and writers Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely[image: External link] working on Avengers: Infinity War and Phase Three, they saw "a through line from Winter Soldier, through Civil War, right to Infinity War", with films like Doctor Strange and Thor: Ragnarok laying groundwork for the "culmination" in Infinity War. Subsequently, they talked "to the directors and writers of the other Phase 3 movies on an almost weekly basis, to make sure everything lines up right."[108] Similarly, when developing the crossover miniseries The Defenders, showrunner Marco Ramirez consulted with the creators of all the individual Marvel Netflix series, having them read each of the scripts for The Defenders and provide insight into the individual character's world.[109] In April 2017, along with his announcement that he was returning to write and direct Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3[image: External link], James Gunn[image: External link] revealed he would be working with Marvel "to help design where these stories go, and make sure the future of the Marvel Cosmic Universe is as special and authentic and magical as what we have created so far."[110]
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 Feature films




Main article: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe films[image: External link]




	Film
	U.S. release date
	Director(s)
	Screenwriter(s)
	Producer(s)
	Status



	Phase One: Avengers Assembled[111]



	Iron Man
	May 2, 2008
	Jon Favreau[image: External link][112]
	Mark Fergus & Hawk Ostby[image: External link] and Art Marcum & Matt Holloway[image: External link][112][113]
	Avi Arad[image: External link] and Kevin Feige[image: External link]
	Released



	The Incredible Hulk[image: External link]
	June 13, 2008
	Louis Leterrier[image: External link][114]
	Zak Penn[image: External link][115]
	Avi Arad, Gale Anne Hurd[image: External link]

and Kevin Feige



	Iron Man 2
	May 7, 2010
	Jon Favreau[116]
	Justin Theroux[image: External link][117]
	Kevin Feige



	Thor
	May 6, 2011
	Kenneth Branagh[image: External link][118]
	Ashley Edward Miller[image: External link] & Zack Stentz[image: External link] and Don Payne[image: External link][119]



	Captain America: The First Avenger
	July 22, 2011
	Joe Johnston[image: External link][120]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link][121]



	Marvel's The Avengers
	May 4, 2012
	Joss Whedon[image: External link][122]



	Phase Two[19][123]



	Iron Man 3
	May 3, 2013
	Shane Black[image: External link][124]
	Drew Pearce[image: External link] and Shane Black[124][125]
	Kevin Feige
	Released



	Thor: The Dark World
	November 8, 2013
	Alan Taylor[image: External link][126]
	Christopher Yost[image: External link] and Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[127]



	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	April 4, 2014
	Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link][128]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[129]



	Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]
	August 1, 2014
	James Gunn[image: External link][130]
	James Gunn and Nicole Perlman[image: External link][131]



	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	May 1, 2015
	Joss Whedon[132]



	Ant-Man[image: External link]
	July 17, 2015
	Peyton Reed[image: External link][133]
	Edgar Wright[image: External link] & Joe Cornish[image: External link] and Adam McKay[image: External link] & Paul Rudd[image: External link][134]



	Phase Three[19][135][136]



	Captain America: Civil War
	May 6, 2016
	Anthony and Joe Russo[137]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[137]
	Kevin Feige
	Released



	Doctor Strange[image: External link]
	November 4, 2016
	Scott Derrickson[image: External link][138]
	Jon Spaihts[image: External link] and Scott Derrickson & C. Robert Cargill[image: External link][139]



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link]
	May 5, 2017
	James Gunn[131]



	Spider-Man: Homecoming[image: External link]
	July 7, 2017[140]
	Jon Watts[image: External link][141]
	Jonathan Goldstein[image: External link] & John Francis Daley[image: External link] and

Jon Watts & Christopher Ford and

Chris McKenna[image: External link] & Erik Sommers[142]
	Kevin Feige and Amy Pascal[image: External link]
	Post-production



	Thor: Ragnarok
	November 3, 2017[143]
	Taika Waititi[image: External link][144]
	Eric Pearson[145]
	Kevin Feige



	Black Panther[image: External link]
	February 16, 2018[136]
	Ryan Coogler[image: External link][146]
	Joe Robert Cole and Ryan Coogler[147][148]



	Avengers: Infinity War
	May 4, 2018[18]
	Anthony and Joe Russo[149]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[150]
	Filming



	Ant-Man and the Wasp[image: External link]
	July 6, 2018[136]
	Peyton Reed[151]
	Andrew Barrer & Gabriel Ferrari and Paul Rudd[152]
	Pre-production[153][154]



	Captain Marvel[image: External link]
	March 8, 2019[136]
	Anna Boden[image: External link] and Ryan Fleck[image: External link][155]
	Nicole Perlman & Meg LeFauve[image: External link][156]



	Untitled Avengers film
	May 3, 2019[18]
	Anthony and Joe Russo[149]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[150]



	Post-Phase Three



	Spider-Man: Homecoming 2[image: External link]
	July 5, 2019[157]
	TBA
	TBA
	Kevin Feige and Amy Pascal
	In development



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3[image: External link]
	TBA
	James Gunn[110]
	Kevin Feige
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 Television series




Main article: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe television series[image: External link]




	Series
	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired / released
	Showrunner[image: External link](s)
	Status



	First aired
	Last aired



	ABC[image: External link] series



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	
	1
	22
	September 24, 2013
	May 13, 2014
	Jed Whedon[image: External link], Maurissa Tancharoen[image: External link], and Jeffrey Bell[image: External link][158]
	Released



	
	2
	22
	September 23, 2014
	May 12, 2015



	
	3
	22
	September 29, 2015
	May 17, 2016



	
	4
	22
	September 20, 2016
	May 16, 2017



	
	5
	22[159]
	January 2018[160]
	TBA
	In development



	Marvel's Agent Carter
	
	1
	8
	January 6, 2015
	February 24, 2015
	Tara Butters, Michele Fazekas, and Chris Dingess[161]
	Released



	
	2
	10
	January 19, 2016
	March 1, 2016



	Marvel's Inhumans[image: External link]
	
	1
	8[53]
	September 22, 2017[a]
	TBA
	Scott Buck[image: External link][165]
	Filming



	Netflix[image: External link] series



	Marvel's Daredevil[image: External link]
	
	1[image: External link]
	13
	April 10, 2015
	Steven S. DeKnight[image: External link][166]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	13
	March 18, 2016
	Doug Petrie[image: External link] and Marco Ramirez[167]



	
	3[image: External link][168]
	TBA
	TBA
	Pre-production



	Marvel's Jessica Jones[image: External link]
	
	1[image: External link]
	13
	November 20, 2015
	Melissa Rosenberg[image: External link][169]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	13[170]
	TBA
	Filming



	Marvel's Luke Cage[image: External link]
	
	1[image: External link]
	13
	September 30, 2016
	Cheo Hodari Coker[image: External link][171]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link][172]
	TBA
	TBA
	Filming



	Marvel's Iron Fist[image: External link]
	
	1
	13
	March 17, 2017
	Scott Buck[image: External link][173]
	Released



	Marvel's The Defenders[image: External link]
	
	1
	8[174]
	August 18, 2017[175]
	Marco Ramirez[109]
	Preparing for release



	Marvel's The Punisher[image: External link]
	
	1
	13[176]
	2017[177]
	Steve Lightfoot[image: External link][66]



	Freeform[image: External link] series



	Marvel's Cloak & Dagger[image: External link]
	
	1[68]
	10[178]
	2018[69]
	TBA
	Joe Pokaski[image: External link][69]
	Filming



	Pilots only



	Marvel's Most Wanted[image: External link]
	
	
	Jeffrey Bell and Paul Zbyszewski[image: External link][179]
	Unaired



	Marvel's Damage Control[image: External link]
	
	
	TBA
	TBA
	Ben Karlin[image: External link][49]
	Put pilot[image: External link] ordered[49]






	
^ A version of the first two episodes will debut in IMAX theaters on September 1, 2017,[162] and run for two weeks,[163] before the September 22 television premiere on ABC.[164]
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 Short films




Main article: Marvel One-Shots[image: External link]




	Film
	U.S. release date
	Director
	Screenwriter
	Producer
	Home media release



	The Consultant[image: External link]
	September 13, 2011
	Leythum[85]
	Eric Pearson[88][180]
	Kevin Feige[image: External link]
	Thor



	A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer[image: External link]
	October 25, 2011
	Captain America: The First Avenger



	Item 47
	September 25, 2012
	Louis D’Esposito[88][180]
	Marvel's The Avengers



	Agent Carter
	September 3, 2013 (Digital)

September 24, 2013 (Physical)
	Iron Man 3



	All Hail the King[image: External link]
	February 4, 2014 (Digital)

February 25, 2014 (Physical)
	Drew Pearce[image: External link][181]
	Thor: The Dark World
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 Digital series






	Series
	Season
	Episodes
	Originally released
	Status



	First released
	Last released



	WHIH Newsfront[image: External link] [a]
	
	1[image: External link]
	5
	July 2, 2015
	July 16, 2015
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	5
	April 22, 2016
	May 3, 2016



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot
	
	1
	6
	December 13, 2016






	
^ WHIH Newsfront is an in-universe current affairs show that serves as a viral marketing[image: External link] campaign for some of the MCU films.[90][182] The campaign is an extension of the fictional news network WHIH World News, which is seen reporting on major events in many MCU films and television series.[183]
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 Comic books




Main article: Marvel Cinematic Universe tie-in comics[image: External link]




	Title
	Issue(s)
	Publication date(s)
	Writer(s)
	Artist(s)



	First published
	Last published



	Iron Man: I Am Iron Man![image: External link]
	2
	January 27, 2010
	February 24, 2010
	Peter David[image: External link][184]
	Sean Chen[184]



	Iron Man 2: Public Identity[image: External link]
	3
	April 28, 2010
	May 12, 2010
	Joe Casey[image: External link] and Justin Theroux[image: External link][185]
	Barry Kitson[image: External link][185]



	Iron Man 2: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]
	1
	September 1, 2010
	Joe Casey[185]
	Tim Green[image: External link], Felix Ruiz[image: External link], and Matt Camp[185]



	Captain America: First Vengeance[image: External link]
	4
	May 4, 2011
	June 29, 2011
	Fred Van Lente[image: External link][186]
	Neil Edwards[187] and Luke Ross[188]



	Marvel's The Avengers Prelude: Fury's Big Week[image: External link]
	4
	March 7, 2012
	April 18, 2012
	Story by: Chris Yost[image: External link] and Eric Pearson[189]

Scripts by: Eric Pearson[189]
	Luke Ross[190]



	Marvel's The Avengers: Black Widow Strikes[image: External link]
	3
	May 2, 2012
	June 6, 2012
	Fred Van Lente[191]
	Neil Edwards[192]



	Marvel's Iron Man 2[image: External link]
	2
	November 7, 2012
	December 5, 2012
	Christos N. Gage[image: External link][193][194][195]
	Ramon Rosanas[193]



	Marvel's Iron Man 3 Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	January 2, 2013
	February 6, 2013
	Steve Kurth[195]



	Marvel's Thor[image: External link]
	2
	January 16, 2013
	February 20, 2013
	Lan Medina[194]



	Marvel's Thor: The Dark World Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	June 5, 2013
	July 10, 2013
	Craig Kyle[image: External link] and Chris Yost[196]
	Scot Eaton[image: External link][196] and Ron Lim[197]



	Marvel's Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link]
	2
	November 6, 2013
	December 11, 2013
	Peter David[198][199]
	Wellinton Alves[198]



	Marvel's Captain America: The Winter Soldier Infinite Comic[image: External link]
	1
	January 28, 2014
	Rock He-Kim[199]



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Infinite Comic – Dangerous Prey[image: External link]
	1
	April 1, 2014
	Dan Abnett[image: External link] and Andy Lanning[image: External link][200]
	Andrea Di Vito[200]



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	April 2, 2014
	May 28, 2014
	Wellinton Alves[201]



	Marvel's The Avengers[image: External link]
	2
	December 24, 2014
	January 7, 2015
	Will Corona Pilgrim[202][203][204][205]
	Joe Bennett[image: External link][202]



	Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron Prelude – This Scepter'd Isle[image: External link]
	1
	February 4, 2015
	Wellinton Alves[204]



	Marvel's Ant-Man Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	February 4, 2015
	March 4, 2015
	Miguel Sepulveda[203]



	Marvel's Ant-Man – Scott Lang: Small Time[image: External link]
	1
	March 3, 2015
	Wellinton Alves and Daniel Govar[205]



	Marvel's Jessica Jones[image: External link]
	1
	October 7, 2015
	Brian Michael Bendis[206]
	Michael Gaydos[image: External link][206]



	Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude[image: External link]
	4
	December 16, 2015
	January 27, 2016
	Will Corona Pilgrim[207][208][209][210][211][212]
	Szymon Kudranski[207] and Lee Ferguson[213]



	Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude Infinite Comic[image: External link]
	1
	February 10, 2016
	Lee Ferguson, Goran Sudžuka[image: External link],

and Guillermo Mogorron[208]



	Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	July 6, 2016
	August 24, 2016
	Jorge Fornés[209]



	Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude Infinite Comic – The Zealot[image: External link]
	1
	September 7, 2016



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	January 4, 2017
	February 1, 2017
	Christopher Allen[214]



	Spider-Man: Homecoming Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	March 1, 2017
	April 5, 2017
	Todd Nauck[211]



	Marvel's Thor: Ragnarok Prelude[image: External link]
	4[215]
	July 5, 2017[212]
	TBA
	J.L. Giles[212]
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 Recurring cast and characters




Further information: Marvel Cinematic Universe film cast members[image: External link], television series cast members[image: External link], One-Shot cast members[image: External link], WHIH Newsfront cast members[image: External link], and Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot cast members[image: External link]



List indicator(s)


	This table includes characters who have appeared in multiple MCU media.

	A dark grey cell indicates the character has not appeared in that medium.

	A P indicates a new appearance in onscreen photographs only.







	Character
	Feature films
	Television series
	Short films
	Digital series



	Felix Blake
	 
	Titus Welliver[image: External link][88][216]
	 



	Peggy Carter
	Hayley Atwell[image: External link][48][217][218]
	 



	Phil Coulson
	Clark Gregg[image: External link][219][220]



	Darren Cross[image: External link]

Yellowjacket[image: External link]
	Corey Stoll[image: External link][221]
	 
	Corey Stoll[221]



	Timothy "Dum Dum" Dugan
	Neal McDonough[image: External link][218][222][223]
	 



	Matthew Ellis
	William Sadler[image: External link][224][225]
	 
	William Sadler[226]



	Christine Everhart[image: External link]
	Leslie Bibb[image: External link][182]
	 
	Leslie Bibb[90]



	Leo Fitz
	 
	Iain De Caestecker[image: External link][227]
	 
	Iain De Caestecker[220]



	Nick Fury
	Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link][228][229]
	 



	Justin Hammer
	Sam Rockwell[image: External link][230]
	 
	Sam Rockwell[231]
	 



	Maria Hill
	Cobie Smulders[image: External link][232]
	 



	Daisy "Skye" Johnson

Quake
	 
	Chloe Bennet[image: External link][233]
	 
	Chloe Bennet[220]



	Scott Lang

Ant-Man[image: External link]
	Paul Rudd[image: External link][221]
	 
	Paul Rudd[221]



	List
	Henry Goodman[image: External link][234]
	 



	Jeffrey Mace

Patriot
	 
	Jason O'Mara[image: External link][235]
	 
	Jason O'Mara[220]



	Alphonso "Mack" MacKenzie
	 
	Henry Simmons[image: External link][236]
	 
	Henry Simmons[220]



	Gideon Malick
	Powers Boothe[image: External link][237]
	 



	Melinda May
	 
	Ming-Na Wen[image: External link]
	 
	Ming-Na Wen[220]



	Jim Morita
	Kenneth Choi[image: External link][222][223]
	 



	Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez[image: External link]
	 
	Natalia Cordova-Buckley[image: External link][238]
	 
	Natalia Cordova-Buckley[220]



	Sif
	Jaimie Alexander[image: External link][239][240]
	 



	Jemma Simmons
	 
	Elizabeth Henstridge[image: External link][227]
	 
	Elizabeth Henstridge[220]



	Jasper Sitwell
	Maximiliano Hernández[image: External link][241][242][243]
	 



	Trevor Slattery[image: External link]
	Ben Kingsley[image: External link][244]
	 
	Ben Kingsley[181]
	 



	Howard Stark
	Gerard SandersP [245]

John Slattery[image: External link][246]

Dominic Cooper[image: External link][247]
	Dominic Cooper[218][248]
	 



	Anton Vanko[image: External link]
	Yevgeni Lazarev[image: External link][249]
	Costa Ronin[image: External link][250]
	 



	Arnim Zola
	Toby Jones[image: External link][251][252]
	 




Additionally, Paul Bettany[image: External link] was the first actor to portray two main characters within the universe, voicing Tony Stark's artificial intelligence[image: External link] J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link] in the Iron Man and Avengers films, and portraying Vision in Avengers films and Captain America: Civil War.[253][254][255] Stan Lee, creator or co-creator of many of the characters seen in the MCU, has cameo appearances[image: External link] in all of the feature films and television series. His cameo in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 sees Lee appearing as an informant to the Watchers[image: External link], discussing previous adventures that include Lee's cameos in other MCU films; he specifically mentions his time as a FedEx[image: External link] delivery man, referring to Lee's cameo in Captain America: Civil War.[256] This acknowledged the fan theory that Lee may be portraying the same character in all his cameos,[257] with writer and director James Gunn noting that "people thought Stan Lee is [Uatu the Watcher] and that all of these cameos are part of him being a Watcher. So, Stan Lee as a guy who is working for the Watchers was something that I thought was fun for the MCU."[256][257] Feige added that Lee "clearly exists, you know, above and apart from the reality of all the films. So the notion that he could be sitting there on a cosmic pit stop during the jump gate sequence in Guardians...really says, so wait a minute, he's this same character who's popped up in all these films?"[258]
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 Music




Main article: Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link]
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 Film soundtracks






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Composer(s)
	Label



	Iron Man: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack
	May 6, 2008
	54:14
	Ramin Djawadi[image: External link]
	Lionsgate[image: External link]



	The Incredible Hulk: Original Motion Picture Score[image: External link]
	June 13, 2008
	110:55
	Craig Armstrong[image: External link]
	Marvel Music[image: External link]



	Iron Man 2: Original Motion Picture Score[image: External link]
	July 20, 2010
	72:01
	John Debney[image: External link]
	Columbia Records[image: External link]



	Thor
	May 3, 2011
	71:53
	Patrick Doyle[image: External link]
	Buena Vista Records[image: External link]

Marvel Music



	Captain America: The First Avenger—Original Motion Picture Soundtrack
	July 19, 2011
	71:53
	Alan Silvestri[image: External link]



	The Avengers (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	May 1, 2012
	64:25
	Hollywood Records[image: External link]

Marvel Music



	Iron Man 3 (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	April 30, 2013
	75:53
	Brian Tyler[image: External link]



	Thor: The Dark World (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	November 12, 2013
	77:11



	Captain America: The Winter Soldier (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	April 1, 2014
	74:32
	Henry Jackman[image: External link]



	Guardians of the Galaxy (Original Score)[image: External link]
	July 29, 2014
	64:34
	Tyler Bates[image: External link]



	Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	April 28, 2015
	77:26
	Brian Tyler and Danny Elfman[image: External link]



	Ant-Man (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	July 17, 2015
	65:20
	Christophe Beck[image: External link]



	Captain America: Civil War (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	May 6, 2016
	69:09
	Henry Jackman



	Doctor Strange (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	October 21, 2016
	66:28
	Michael Giacchino[image: External link]



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (Original Score)[image: External link]
	April 21, 2017
	43:34
	Tyler Bates



	Spider-Man: Homecoming (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	July 7, 2017
	
	Michael Giacchino
	Sony Masterworks[image: External link]
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 Television soundtracks






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Composer(s)
	Label



	Daredevil (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	April 27, 2015
	41:45
	John Paesano[image: External link]
	Hollywood Records[image: External link]

Marvel Music[image: External link]



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	September 4, 2015
	77:52
	Bear McCreary[image: External link]



	Marvel's Agent Carter: Season 1 (Original Television Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	December 11, 2015
	65:31
	Christopher Lennertz[image: External link]



	Jessica Jones (Original Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	June 3, 2016
	59:53
	Sean Callery[image: External link]



	Daredevil: Season 2 (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	July 15, 2016
	50:49
	John Paesano



	Luke Cage (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	October 7, 2016
	95:09
	Adrian Younge[image: External link] and Ali Shaheed Muhammad[image: External link]



	Iron Fist (Original Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	March 17, 2017
	62:00
	Trevor Morris[image: External link]
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 Singles






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Artist(s)
	Label



	"Live to Rise[image: External link]"
	April 17, 2012
	4:40
	Soundgarden[image: External link]
	Hollywood Records[image: External link]

Marvel Music[image: External link]



	"Watcha Gonna Do (It's Up to You)[image: External link]"
	March 18, 2016
	3:51
	Enver Gjokaj[image: External link] and Hayley Atwell[image: External link]



	"Bulletproof Love[image: External link]"
	September 30, 2016
	2:12
	Adrian Younge[image: External link], Ali Shaheed Muhammad[image: External link] and Method Man[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Reception




Jim Vorel of Herald & Review[image: External link] called the Marvel Cinematic Universe "complicated" and "impressive", but said, "As more and more heroes get their own film adaptations, the overall universe becomes increasingly confusing."[259] Kofi Outlaw of Screen Rant stated that while The Avengers was a success, "Marvel Studios still has room to improve their approach to building a shared movie universe".[260] Some reviewers criticized the fact that the desire to create a shared universe led to films that did not hold as well on their own. In his review of Thor: The Dark World, Forbes[image: External link] critic Scott Mendelson likened the MCU to "a glorified television series", with The Dark World being a "'stand-alone' episode that contains little long-range mythology."[261] Collider's Matt Goldberg considered that while Iron Man 2, Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger were quality productions, "they have never really been their own movies", feeling that the plot detours to S.H.I.E.L.D. or lead-ups to The Avengers dragged down the films' narratives.[262]

The metaphor of the MCU as "the world's biggest TV show" was discussed again, after the release of Captain America: Civil War, by Todd VanDerWerff of Vox[image: External link], who felt that film in particular highlighted Marvel's success with the model, saying, "Viewed in complete isolation, the plot of Captain America: Civil War makes little to no sense ... [but] when you think about where [Captain America] has been in earlier Marvel films ... his leeriness about being subject to oversight makes a lot more sense." VanDerWerff continued that when thinking about the MCU as a television series, many "common criticisms people tend to level at it take on a new context" such as complaints that the films are formulaic, lack "visual spark", or "shoehorn in story elements" that "are necessary to set up future films", all characteristics that "are fairly typical on television, where a director's influence is much lower than that of the showrunner", in this case, Feige. Comparing the films to the series Game of Thrones[image: External link] specifically, VanDerWerff noted that each solo film checks "in on various characters and their individual side stories, before bringing everyone together in the finale (or, rather, an Avengers film)", with Guardians of the Galaxy being equivalent to the character Daenerys Targaryen[image: External link]—"both separated by long distances from everybody else." He noted that this format was an extension of early "TV-like" film franchises such as Star Wars[image: External link], as well as the format of the comics upon which the films are based. "I say all of this not to suggest that film franchises resembling TV series is necessarily a good trend", VanDerWerff concluded, "For as much as I generally enjoy the Marvel movies, I'm disheartened by the possibility that their particular form might take over the film industry ... But I also don't think it's the end of the world if Marvel continues on ... there's a reason TV has stolen so much of the cultural conversation over the past few decades. There's something legitimately exciting about the way the medium tells stories when it's good, and if nothing else, Marvel's success shows the film world could learn from that."[263]

Following the conclusion of season one of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., Mary McNamara at the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] praised the connections between that series and the films, stating that "never before has television been literally married to film, charged with filling in the back story and creating the connective tissue of an ongoing film franchise ... [Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.] is now not only a very good show in its own right, it's part of Marvel's multiplatform city-state. It faces a future of perpetual re-invention, and that puts it in the exhilarating first car of television's roller-coaster ride toward possible world domination."[264] Terri Schwartz of Zap2it agreed with this sentiment, stating that "the fact that [Captain America: The Winter Soldier] so influenced the show is game-changing in terms of how the mediums of film and television can be interwoven", though "the fault there seems to be that Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. had to bide time until The Winter Soldier's release", which led to much criticism.[265]

In January 2015, Michael Doran of Newsarama[image: External link] and Graeme McMillian of The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] had a "point-counterpoint" debate in response to the first Ant-Man trailer. Doran stated, "Marvel has raised the bar sooo high that as opposed to just allowing another film to finish under the [MCU] bar, we're all overly and perhaps even eager to overreact to the first thing that doesn't clear it". McMillian responded, "at this point, Marvel's brand is such that I'm not sure it can offer up something like [the trailer] without it seeming like a crushing disappointment ... part of Marvel's brand is that it doesn't offer the kind of run-of-the-mill superhero movie that you're talking about, that it's ... at least different enough to tweak and play with the genre somehow ... The fact that there's such upset about this trailer being ... well, okay ... suggests to me that the audience is expecting something to knock their socks off." Doran concluded, "That does seem to be the point here—the expectations fans now have for everything Marvel Studios ... [and] Marvel is going to eventually falter."[266]

After seeing the portrayal of Yellowjacket[image: External link] in Ant-Man, the antagonist of the film, McMillian noted,


It's hardly a secret that Marvel Studios has a bit of a problem when it comes to offering up exciting characters for their heroes to fight against ... [their] villains generally fall into one of two camps. There's the Unstoppable Monster ... or there's the Professional White Guy In A Suit With An Ego ... No matter which of the groups the above villains fall into, they share one common purpose: evil. The motivations for evil likely differ—although, invariably, they fall under the umbrella of 'misguided belief in a greater good that doesn't exist'—but that really doesn't matter, because without fail, there will be so little time in the movie to actually properly explore those motivations, meaning that to all intents and purposes, the villain is being evil for reasons of plot necessity and little else ... The strange thing about this is that Marvel's comic books offer a number of wonderful, colorful bad guys who could step outside the above parameters and offer an alternative to the formulaic villains audiences have gotten used to (and arguably bored with) ... In future movies, we can only hope [they are] treated in such a way that their freak flags are allowed to fly free.[267]



Following the release of Jessica Jones, David Priest at c|net[image: External link] wrote about how the series rescues "Marvel from itself ... Jessica Jones takes big steps forward in terms of theme, craft and diversity. It's a good story first, and a superhero show second. And for the first time, the MCU seems like it matters. Our culture needs stories like this. Here's hoping Marvel keeps them coming."[268] For Paul Tassi and Erik Kain of Forbes, watching the series made them question the MCU, with Kain feeling that the "morally complex, violent, dark world of Jessica Jones has no place in the MCU ... right now, the MCU is holding back shows like Jessica Jones and Daredevil, while those shows are contributing absolutely nothing to the MCU."[269] Tassi went so far as to wonder what "the point of the Marvel Cinematic Universe" is, lamenting the lack of major crossovers in the franchise since the Winter Soldier reveal on Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., and saying that Jessica Jones is "so far removed from the world of The Avengers, it might as well not be in the same universe at all ... [I] really don't understand the point of [the MCU] if they're going to keep everything within it separated off in these little boxes".[270] Conversely, Eric Francisco of Inverse called Jessica Jones's lack of overt connections to the MCU "the show's chief advantage. Besides demonstrating how physically wide open the MCU's scope really is, Jessica Jones also proves the MCU's thematic durability."[271]

In April 2016, Marvel Studios revealed that Alfre Woodard[image: External link] would appear in Captain America: Civil War, having already been cast as Mariah Dillard[image: External link] in Luke Cage the previous year.[272] This "raised hopes that Marvel could be uniting its film and Netflix universes",[273] with "one of the first and strongest connections" between the two.[272] However, Civil War writers Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely revealed that Woodard would instead be portraying Miriam Sharpe[image: External link] in the film, explaining that she had been cast on the suggestion of Robert Downey, Jr., and they had not learnt of her casting in Luke Cage until afterwards.[272] This was not the first instance of actors being cast in multiple roles in the MCU, but this casting was called more "significant", and seen by many as a "disappointing" indication of "the growing divide" and "lack of more satisfying cooperation" between Marvel Studios and Marvel Television following the September 2015 corporate reshuffling of Marvel Entertainment.[272][274]
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 Cultural impact
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 Other studios




After the release of The Avengers in May 2012, Tom Russo of Boston.com[image: External link] noted that aside from the occasional "novelty" such as Aliens vs. Predator[image: External link] (2004), the idea of a shared universe was virtually unheard of in Hollywood.[6] Since that time, the shared universe model created by Marvel Studios has begun to be replicated by other film studios that held rights to other comic book characters. In April 2014, Tuna Amobi, a media analyst for Standard & Poor's[image: External link] Equity Research Services, stated that in the previous three to five years, Hollywood studios began planning "megafranchises" for years to come, opposed to working one blockbuster at a time. Amobi added, "A lot of these superhero characters were just being left there to gather dust. Disney has proved that this [approach and genre] can be a gold mine."[275] However, with additional studios now "playing the megafranchise game", Doug Creutz, media analyst for Cowen and Company[image: External link], feels the allure will eventually die for audiences: "If Marvel's going to make two or three films a year, and Warner Brothers is going to do at least a film every year, and Sony's going to do a film every year, and Fox [is] going to do a film every year, can everyone do well in that scenario? I'm not sure they can."[275]
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 DC Entertainment and Warner Bros.




Main articles: DC Extended Universe[image: External link] and Arrowverse[image: External link]


In October 2012, following its legal victory over Joe Shuster[image: External link]'s estate for the rights to Superman, Warner Bros.[image: External link] announced that it planned to move ahead with its long-awaited Justice League[image: External link] film[image: External link], uniting such DC Comics superheroes as Batman, Superman, and Wonder Woman. The company was expected to take the opposite approach to Marvel, releasing individual films for the characters after they have appeared in a team-up[image: External link] film.[276] The release of Man of Steel[image: External link] in 2013 was intended to be the start of a new shared universe for DC, "laying the groundwork for the future slate of films based on DC Comics."[277] In 2014, Warner Bros. announced that slate of films, similarly to Disney and Marvel claiming dates for films years in advance.[278] That year, DC CCO Geoff Johns[image: External link] stated that the television series Arrow[image: External link] and The Flash[image: External link] were set in a separate universe from the new film one,[279] later clarifying that "We look at it as the multiverse[image: External link]. We have our TV universe and our film universe, but they all co-exist. For us, creatively, it's about allowing everyone to make the best possible product, to tell the best story, to do the best world. Everyone has a vision and you really want to let the visions shine through ... It's just a different approach [to Marvel's]."[280]

Discussing the apparent failure of the cinematic universe's first team-up film, Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link], to establish a successful equivalent to the MCU, Todd VanDerWerff noted that where the MCU has a television-like "showrunner" in Feige, "the visionary behind Marvel's entire slate", the DCEU has director Zack Snyder[image: External link], whose DC films "seemingly start from the assumption that people have come not to see an individual story but a long series of teases for other ones. It's like he knows what he needs to do but can't focus on the task at hand. TV certainly isn't immune to that problem, but shows that get caught up in high-concept premises and big-picture thinking before doing the necessary legwork to establish characters and their relationships tend to be canceled."[263] Subsequently, in May 2016, Warner Bros. gave oversight of the DCEU to Johns and executive Jon Berg in an attempt to "unify the disparate elements of the DC movies" and emulate Marvel's success. The two were made producers on the Justice League films, on top of Johns' involvement in several "solo" films, such as the post-production process of Suicide Squad[image: External link] or the writing process of a standalone Batman film.[281]
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 20th Century Fox




Main articles: X-Men (film series)[image: External link] and Fantastic Four in film[image: External link]


In November 2012, 20th Century Fox announced plans to create their own shared universe, consisting of Marvel properties that it holds the rights to including the Fantastic Four and X-Men, with the hiring of Mark Millar as supervising producer. Millar said, "Fox are thinking, 'We're sitting on some really awesome things here. There is another side of the Marvel Universe. Let's try and get some cohesiveness going.' So they brought me in to oversee that really. To meet with the writers and directors to suggest new ways we could take this stuff and new properties that could spin out of it."[282] X-Men: Days of Future Past[image: External link], released in 2014, was Fox's first step towards expanding their stable of Marvel properties and creating this universe,[283] ahead of the release of a Fantastic Four reboot film[image: External link] the next year.[284] However, in May 2014, Days of Future Past and Fantastic Four screenwriter Simon Kinberg[image: External link] stated that the latter film would not take place in the same universe as the X-Men films, explaining that "none of the X-Men movies have acknowledged the notion of a sort of superhero team—the Fantastic Four. And the Fantastic Four acquire powers, so for them to live in a world where mutants are prevalent is kind of complicated, because you're like, 'Oh, you're just a mutant.' Like, 'What's so fantastic about you?' ... they live in discrete universes."[284] In July 2015, X-Men director Bryan Singer[image: External link] said that there was still potential for a crossover between the X-Men and Fantastic Four franchises, if reaction to Fantastic Four and X-Men: Apocalypse[image: External link] warranted it.[285]

Feeling that Singer's efforts in Apocalypse to establish a larger world, similar to the MCU, did not meet the standards established by Marvel, VanDerWerff noted that unlike Feige's ability to serve as "pseudo-showrunner", Singer is instead "steeped in film and the way movie stories have always been told", so "when it comes time to have Apocalypse dovetail with story threads from the earlier X-Men: First Class[image: External link] (which was directed by someone else entirely), both Singer's direction and Simon Kinberg's script rely on hackneyed devices and clumsy storytelling", indicating a lack of "the kind of big-picture thinking this sort of mega franchise requires".[263]
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 Sony Pictures




Main article: Spider-Man in film[image: External link]


In November 2013, Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] Co-Chairman Amy Pascal[image: External link] announced that the studio intended to expand their universe created within the Marc Webb Amazing Spider-Man series[image: External link], with spin-off adventures for supporting characters, in an attempt to replicate Marvel and Disney's model.[283] The next month, Sony announced Venom[image: External link] and Sinister Six films, both set in the Amazing Spider-Man universe. With this announcement, IGN stated that the spin-offs are "the latest example of what we can refer to as "the Avengers effect" in Hollywood, as studios work to build interlocking movie universes."[286] Sony chose not to replicate the Marvel Studios model of introducing individual characters first before bringing them together in a team-up film, instead making the Spider-Man adversaries the stars of future films.[275] However, in February 2015, Sony Pictures and Marvel Studios announced that the Spider-Man franchise would be retooled, with a new film co-produced by Feige and Pascal being released in July 2017, and the character being integrated into the MCU. Sony Pictures would continue to finance, distribute, own, and have final creative control of the Spider-Man films.[40] With this announcement, sequels to The Amazing Spider-Man 2[image: External link] were canceled,[287] and by November 2015 the Venom and Sinister Six films, as well as spin-offs based on female characters in the Spider-Man universe, were no longer moving forward.[287][288] By March 2016, the Venom film had itself been retooled, to start its own franchise unrelated to the MCU Spider-Man.[289] A year later, Sony officially announced the Venom film to be in development, for an October 5, 2018 release,[290] along with a film centered on the characters Silver Sable[image: External link] and Black Cat[image: External link].[291] Both projects were not intended to be a part of the MCU nor spin-offs to Spider-Man: Homecoming, but rather part of an intended separate shared universe.[291][292]

After Sony canceled their shared universe plans and started sharing the Spider-Man character with Marvel Studios, multiple critics discussed their failure at replicating the MCU. Scott Meslow of The Week[image: External link] noted the perceived flaws of the first Amazing Spider-Man film, outside of its lead performances, and how the sequel "doubles down on all the missteps of the original while adding a few of its own. …We now have a textbook example of how not to reboot a superhero franchise, and if Sony and Marvel are wise, they'll take virtually all those lessons to heart as they chart Spider-Man's next course."[293] Scott Mendelson noted that The Amazing Spider-Man 2 "was sold as less a sequel to The Amazing Spider-Man than a backdoor pilot for Spider-Man vs. the Sinister Six. …Had Sony stuck with the original plan of a scaled-down superhero franchise, one that really was rooted in romantic drama, they would have at least stuck out in a crowded field of superhero franchises. When every superhero film is now going bigger, Amazing Spider-Man could have distinguished itself by going small and intimate." This would have saved Sony "a boatload of money", and potentially reversed the film's relative financial failure.[294]
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 Academia




In September 2014, the University of Baltimore[image: External link] announced a course beginning in the 2015 spring semester[image: External link] revolving around the Marvel Cinematic Universe, to be taught by Arnold T. Blumberg. "Media Genres: Media Marvels" examines "how Marvel's series of interconnected films and television shows, plus related media and comic book sources and Joseph Campbell[image: External link]'s monomyth of the 'hero's journey'[image: External link], offer important insights into modern culture" as well as Marvel's efforts "to establish a viable universe of plotlines, characters, and backstories."[295]
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 Outside media
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 Live attractions




After the acquisition by Disney in 2009, Marvel films began to be marketed at the Innoventions[image: External link] attraction in Tomorrowland[image: External link] at Disneyland[image: External link]. For Iron Man 3, the exhibit, entitled Iron Man Tech Presented by Stark Industries, features the same armor display that was shown at the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con, with the Marks I-VII and the new Mark XLII. In addition, there is a simulator game, titled "Become Iron Man", that uses Kinect[image: External link]-like technology to allow the viewer to be encased in an animated Mark XLII armor and take part in a series of "tests," in which you fire repulsor rays and fly through Tony Stark's workshop. The game is guided by J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link], who is voiced again by Paul Bettany[image: External link]. The exhibit also has smaller displays that include helmets and chest pieces from the earlier films and the gauntlet and boot from an action sequence in Iron Man 3.[296] The exhibit for Thor: The Dark World is called Thor: Treasures of Asgard, and features displays of Asgardian relics and transports guests to Odin's throne room, where they are greeted by Thor.[297] Captain America: The Winter Soldier's exhibit, Captain America: The Living Legend and Symbol of Courage, features a meet and greet experience.[298]

From May to September 2017, Disneyland Resort will feature the "Summer of Heroes", which sees members of the Guardians and Avengers making appearances throughout the Disneyland Resort. Additionally, the Guardians of the Galaxy: Awesome Dance Off event will be featured, which involves Peter Quill / Star-Lord[image: External link] blasting music from his boombox, along with the Avengers Training Initiative, a limited experience where Black Widow and Hawkeye "assemble a group of young recruits to see if they have what it takes to be an Avenger." Marvel related food and merchandise will also be available throughout Hollywood Land[image: External link] at Disney California Adventure[image: External link] during the "Summer of Heroes".[299]

An art exhibit, titled "Marvel: Creating the Cinematic Universe", will be displayed exclusively at the Queensland Gallery of Modern Art[image: External link] (GOMA) from May to September 2017. The exhibit, which includes "300 plus objects, films, costumes, drawings and other ephemera", features content "from the collection of Marvel Studios and Marvel Entertainment and private collections" with "significant focus [given] to the creative artists who translate the drawn narrative to the screen through production design and storyboarding, costume and prop design, and special effects and postproduction". "Marvel: Creating the Cinematic Universe" will also extend to GOMA's Australian Cinémathèque with a retrospective of the MCU films.[300]
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 Avengers S.T.A.T.I.O.N.




In May 2014, the Avengers S.T.A.T.I.O.N. (Scientific Training and Tactical Intelligence Operative Network) exhibit opened at the Discovery Times Square[image: External link] center. The exhibit features replica set pieces, as well as actual props from the films, mixed with interactive technology and information, crafted through a partnership with NASA[image: External link] and other scientists. Titus Welliver also provides a "debrief" to visitors, reprising his role as S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Felix Blake. Created by Victory Hill Exhibits, Avengers S.T.A.T.I.O.N. cost $7.5 million to create,[301][302] and ran through early September 2015.[303]

The exhibit also opened in South Korea[image: External link] at the War Memorial of Korea[image: External link] in April 2015,[304][305] in Paris, France, at Esplanade de La Défense a year later, and in Las Vegas at the Treasure Island Hotel and Casino[image: External link] in June 2016.[305] The Las Vegas version of the exhibit featured updated character details and corresponding science to incorporate the Marvel films that have released since the original exhibit in New York. Additionally, the Las Vegas version features Cobie Smulders reprising her role as Maria Hill to "debrief" visitors, replacing Welliver.[306]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Guardians of the Galaxy – Mission: Breakout!




At San Diego Comic-Con 2016, it was revealed that the Tower of Terror[image: External link] at Disney California Adventure would be replaced by a new attraction, Guardians of the Galaxy – Mission: Breakout![image: External link]. Chris Pratt[image: External link], Zoe Saldana[image: External link], Dave Bautista[image: External link] and Benicio del Toro[image: External link] all filmed exclusive footage for the attraction, reprising their roles as Peter Quill / Star-Lord[image: External link], Gamora[image: External link], Drax[image: External link] and Taneleer Tivan / The Collector, respectively.[307][308] James Gunn[image: External link], director of Guardians of the Galaxy and its sequel, directed footage for the attraction and consulted on all aspects of it.[309] Guardians of the Galaxy – Mission: Breakout! sees visitors assisting Rocket to rescue the other Guardians from The Collector's Fortress, while the attraction features randomized events during the experience and music inspired by the Awesome Mix Vol. 1[image: External link] soundtrack. The attraction opened on May 27, 2017.[299] Despite having multiple references to the MCU, the attraction is not part of the MCU, rather the start of its own theme park universe that is inspired by the MCU.[310]
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 Television specials
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 Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe (2014)




On March 18, 2014, ABC aired a one-hour television special[image: External link] titled Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe, which documented the history of Marvel Studios and the development of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, and included exclusive interviews and behind-the-scenes footage from all of the films, One-Shots and Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., and sneak peeks of Avengers: Age of Ultron, Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Guardians of the Galaxy, unaired episodes of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.,[311] and Ant-Man.[312] Brian Lowry of Variety[image: External link] felt the special, "contains a pretty interesting business and creative story. While it might all make sense in hindsight, there was appreciable audacity in Marvel's plan to release five loosely connected movies from the same hero-filled world, beginning with the cinematically unproven Iron Man and culminating with superhero team The Avengers. As such, this fast-moving hour qualifies as more than just a cut-and-paste job from electronic press kits, although there's an element of that, certainly."[313] The special was released on September 9, 2014 on the home media for Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. season 1.[314]
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 Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop! (2014)




In September 2014, Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. executive producer Jeffrey Bell stated that in order to meet production demands and avoid having to air repeat episodes, ABC would likely air a Marvel special in place of a regular installment at some point during the first ten episodes of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s second season.[71] In October, the special was revealed to be Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop!, which was hosted by Emily VanCamp[image: External link], who portrays Agent 13 in Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and aired on November 4, 2014.[315] The special features behind the scenes footage from Avengers: Age of Ultron and Ant-Man, as well as footage from the Agent Carter television series previously screened at New York Comic-Con[image: External link].[316] Brian Lowry of Variety felt an hour for the special did not "do the topic justice" adding, "For anyone who has seen more than one Marvel movie but would shrug perplexedly at the mention of Jack Kirby or Steve Ditko[image: External link], Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp To Pop! should probably be required viewing. Fun, fast-paced and encompassing many of the company's highlights along with a few lowlights, it's a solid primer on Marvel's history, while weaving in inevitable self-promotion and synergistic plugs."[317] Eric Goldman of IGN also wished the special had been longer, adding, "Understandably, the more you already know about Marvel, the less you'll be surprised by Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop!, but it's important to remember who this special is really made for – a mainstream audience who have embraced the Marvel characters, via the hugely successful movies, in a way no one could have imagined."[316]
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 Books




In September 2015, Marvel announced the Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe, named as a nod to the Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe[image: External link]. Each guidebook is compiled by Mike O'Sullivan and the Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe team, with cover art from Mike Del Mundo and Pascal Campion, and features facts about the MCU films, film-to-comic comparisons, and production stills. Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Iron Man, Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Incredible Hulk / Marvel's Iron Man 2,[318] Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Thor,[319] and Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Captain America: The First Avenger[320] released each month from October 2015 to January 2016, respectively.
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 Lego Marvel's Avengers




Main article: Lego Marvel's Avengers


The video game Lego Marvel's Avengers is centered on events from The Avengers and Avengers: Age of Ultron, with the game's developer, TT Games[image: External link], reordering scenes from both films to make a cohesive story. The game also features content from Captain America: The First Avenger, Iron Man 3, Thor: The Dark World and Captain America: The Winter Soldier, as well as additional references to other MCU properties, locations and characters. TT Games uses lines of dialogue directly from the films in the game (thus having many actors reprise their roles), with Hayley Atwell, Clark Gregg, Cobie Smulders and Ashley Johnson recording new material specifically for the game as their characters Peggy Carter, Phil Coulson, Maria Hill and Beth, the waitress in The Avengers, respectively.[321][322][323] Downloadable content[image: External link] (DLC) for the game, exclusive initially for the PlayStation 3[image: External link] and PlayStation 4[image: External link], adds content and characters from Ant-Man and Captain America: Civil War. Additional DLC features content for Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[324] The Ant-Man DLC features Michael Peña reprising his role as Luis, recording new dialogue that acts as a narration of the level,[325] while Ming-Na Wen[image: External link] reprised her role as Melinda May with new dialogue in the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. DLC.[326] Lego Marvel's Avengers released on a variety of video game platforms on January 26, 2016.[322]
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 A Mini Marvel




In February 2016, a commercial for Coca-Cola[image: External link] mini cans aired during Super Bowl 50[image: External link]. A Mini Marvel was created by Wieden+Kennedy[image: External link] for Coca-Cola through a partnership with Marvel, and was directed by the Russo brothers[image: External link].[327][328] In the ad, Ant-Man[image: External link] (voiced by Paul Rudd[image: External link], reprising his role) and the Hulk first fight, and then bond, over a Coke mini can.[327] Luma Pictures[image: External link] provided visual effects for the spot, having worked previously with the two characters in MCU films. For the Hulk, Luma redefined its previous muscular system and simulation process to create and render the character, while Ant-Man received new motion capture.[328] The Super Bowl campaign extended to "limited-edition Coke mini cans [six packs] that are emblazoned with images of Marvel characters, including Hulk, Ant-Man, Black Widow, [Falcon, Iron Man] and Captain America." Consumers had the opportunity to purchase the cans by finding hidden clues in the commercial, though "if the program goes well, Coke will consider making the cans available in stores."[327] The ad had the third most social media activity of all the film-related trailers that aired during the game,[329] and was nominated for Outstanding Visual Effects in a Commercial at the 15th Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link].[330]
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Chris Evans (actor)






For other people with the same name, see Christopher Evans[image: External link].

Christopher Robert Evans (born June 13, 1981)[1] is an American actor and filmmaker. Evans is known for his superhero roles as the Marvel Comics characters Captain America in the Marvel Cinematic Universe and the Human Torch in Fantastic Four[image: External link] and its 2007 sequel[image: External link].

He began his career on the 2000 television series Opposite Sex[image: External link], and has since appeared in a number of films, such as Not Another Teen Movie[image: External link], Sunshine[image: External link], Scott Pilgrim vs. the World[image: External link], Snowpiercer[image: External link] and Gifted[image: External link]. In 2014, Evans made his directorial debut[image: External link] with the drama film Before We Go[image: External link], in which he also starred.[2]



TOP
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 Early life




Evans was born in Boston[image: External link][3] and raised in the town of Sudbury[image: External link].[4] His mother, Lisa (née Capuano), is an artistic director at the Concord Youth Theater,[5][6] and his father, Robert Evans, is a dentist.[7]

He has two sisters, Carly,[7] a graduate of New York University[image: External link]'s Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link] and a high school drama and English teacher at Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School[image: External link],[5][8] Shanna,[7] and a younger[9] brother, Scott[image: External link],[7] who was featured on the ABC[image: External link] soap opera One Life to Live[image: External link]. Their uncle, Mike Capuano[image: External link], represents the same Massachusetts Congressional district[image: External link] formerly represented by Tip O'Neill[image: External link].[10] His mother is of half Italian[image: External link] and half Irish[image: External link] ancestry.[10][11][12] He and his siblings were raised Catholic[image: External link].[11][12]

Evans graduated from Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School[image: External link].[4] He moved to New York City[image: External link] and took classes at the Lee Strasberg Theatre and Film Institute[image: External link].[13]
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 Career




Evans's first credited appearance was in a short educational video titled Biodiversity: Wild About Life! in 1997.[14] In 1999, Evans was the model for "Tyler" in Hasbro[image: External link]'s board game Mystery Date. The special edition of the game included an electronic phone, which Evans is shown speaking into on the game box.[15]

After filming wrapped on Not Another Teen Movie[image: External link],[16] Evans landed lead roles[image: External link] in The Perfect Score[image: External link] and Cellular[image: External link], and then starred in two independent films in Chicago: Dirk Wittenborn[image: External link]'s Fierce People[image: External link], playing the sinister Bryce, and London[image: External link], playing a strung-out drug user with relationship problems.[17] He then played the superhero the Human Torch in the 2005 comic book[image: External link] adaptation Fantastic Four[image: External link]. Evans reprised the role in the 2007 sequel Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer[image: External link].[18] That year, he starred as engineer-turned-astronaut Mace in Danny Boyle[image: External link]'s science-fiction film Sunshine[image: External link].[19]

In 2008, Evans appeared in Street Kings[image: External link], co-starring Keanu Reeves[image: External link], and the Tennessee Williams[image: External link] screenplay adaptation The Loss of a Teardrop Diamond[image: External link], co-starring Bryce Dallas Howard[image: External link] and Ellen Burstyn[image: External link]. The following year he appeared in the science-fiction thriller[image: External link] Push[image: External link], with Dakota Fanning[image: External link] and Camilla Belle[image: External link]. Evans performed his own fight scenes, which took weeks to film, and was bruised during filming.[20]

In 2010, he completed filming on co-directors Mark Kassen[image: External link] and Adam Kassen[image: External link]'s Puncture[image: External link] in Houston[image: External link], Texas. The film was selected to debut at the 2011 Tribeca Film Festival[image: External link] as one of the Spotlight projects for the 10th anniversary of the festival.[21]

Also that year, Evans appeared in Sylvain White[image: External link]'s The Losers[image: External link], an adaptation of the comic-book series[image: External link] from the DC Comics imprint[image: External link] Vertigo[image: External link].[22] Evans then appeared in another comic-book adaptation, Edgar Wright[image: External link]'s Scott Pilgrim vs. the World[image: External link], where he portrayed Lucas Lee, one of Ramona Flowers' seven evil exes.[23]

In 2011, Evans played the Marvel Comics character Captain America in Captain America: The First Avenger, and starred in the film What's Your Number?[image: External link], a romantic comedy[image: External link] co-starring Anna Faris[image: External link].[24][25] There were initially scheduling conflicts, as both films were set to film in the summer of 2010.[26]

Evans had signed on to appear in multiple films as Captain America, and first reprised the role in the 2012 film The Avengers.[24] He next starred opposite Michael Shannon[image: External link] in The Iceman[image: External link], replacing James Franco[image: External link], who had dropped out.[27] Evans wore a long wig and grew out a beard for the role.[28] He starred in South Korean director Bong Joon-ho[image: External link]'s English-language film Snowpiercer[image: External link].[29]

In 2014, Evans starred in Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[30] He starred opposite Michelle Monaghan[image: External link] in the romantic comedy Playing It Cool[image: External link].[31] His directorial debut, Before We Go[image: External link],[32] debuted at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link].[2]

In 2015, he played Captain America again in Avengers: Age of Ultron, and reprised the role for the 2016 sequel Captain America: Civil War.[33][34]

Evans said in March 2014 that once his contract with Marvel is up, he may consider doing less acting so he could work more on directing,[35] and believes he will be finished playing Captain America in 2017.[32] In September 2015, however, he said in an interview that he would be willing to sign on for more films as Captain America after Infinity War, if Marvel wanted to extend his contract.[36]
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 Personal life




Evans is a fan of the New England Patriots[image: External link], and narrated America's Game: The Story of the 2014 New England Patriots[image: External link].[37]

He is a supporter of LGBT[image: External link] rights,[38] and, although raised Catholic, he has expressed pantheistic[image: External link] views[12] and a great interest in the philosophies of Buddhism[image: External link].[39]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1997
	Biodiversity: Wild About Life!
	Rick
	Short film



	2000
	The Newcomers[image: External link]
	Judd
	



	2001
	Not Another Teen Movie[image: External link]
	Jake Wyler
	



	2003
	Paper Boy, TheThe Paper Boy
	Ben Harris
	Short film



	2004
	Perfect Score, TheThe Perfect Score[image: External link]
	Kyle Curtis
	



	Cellular[image: External link]
	Ryan Hewitt
	



	2005
	Fierce People[image: External link]
	Bryce Langley
	



	Fantastic Four[image: External link]
	Johnny Storm / Human Torch
	



	London[image: External link]
	Syd
	



	2007
	TMNT[image: External link]
	Casey Jones[image: External link]
	Voice role



	Sunshine[image: External link]
	Robert Mace
	



	Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer[image: External link]
	Johnny Storm / Human Torch
	



	Nanny Diaries, TheThe Nanny Diaries[image: External link]
	Hayden "Harvard Hottie"
	



	Battle for Terra[image: External link]
	Stewart Stanton
	Voice role



	2008
	Street Kings[image: External link]
	Detective Paul Diskant
	



	Loss of a Teardrop Diamond, TheThe Loss of a Teardrop Diamond[image: External link]
	Jimmy Dobyne
	



	2009
	Push[image: External link]
	Nick Gant
	



	2010
	Losers, TheThe Losers[image: External link]
	Jake Jensen
	



	Scott Pilgrim vs. the World[image: External link]
	Lucas Lee
	



	2011
	Puncture[image: External link]
	Michael David "Mike" Weiss[image: External link]
	



	Captain America: The First Avenger
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	



	What's Your Number?[image: External link]
	Colin Shea
	



	2012
	Avengers, TheThe Avengers
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	



	The Iceman[image: External link]
	Robert "Mr. Freezy" Pronge
	



	2013
	Snowpiercer[image: External link]
	Curtis Everett
	



	Thor: The Dark World
	Loki as Captain America
	Uncredited cameo[40]



	2014
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	



	Before We Go[image: External link]
	Nick Vaughan
	Also director and producer



	2015
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	



	Ant-Man[image: External link]
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	Uncredited cameo



	Playing It Cool[image: External link]
	Me
	



	2016
	Captain America: Civil War
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	



	2017
	Gifted[image: External link]
	Frank Adler
	



	Spider-Man: Homecoming[image: External link]
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	Cameo[41]



	2018
	Avengers: Infinity War
	Steve Rogers
	Filming



	2019
	Untitled Avengers film
	Steve Rogers
	Filming
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2000
	Opposite Sex[image: External link]
	Cary Baston
	8 episodes



	Fugitive, TheThe Fugitive[image: External link]
	Zack Lardner
	Episode: "Guilt"



	2001
	Boston Public[image: External link]
	Neil Mavromates
	Episode: "Chapter Nine[image: External link]"



	2002
	Eastwick
	Adam
	Pilot



	2003
	Skin[image: External link]
	Brian
	Episode: "Pilot"



	2008
	Robot Chicken[image: External link]
	Various voices
	Episode: " Monstourage[image: External link]"



	2015
	Agent Carter
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	Episode: "Now is Not the End[image: External link]" (archive footage)[42]
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 Theatre






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2018
	Lobby Hero[image: External link][43]
	TBA
	Helen Hayes Theatre[image: External link]
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 Video games






	Year
	Title
	Voice role



	2005
	Fantastic Four[image: External link]
	Johnny Storm / The Human Torch



	2011
	Captain America: Super Soldier
	Steve Rogers / Captain America



	2012
	
Discovered[44]

	Himself
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	Year
	Association
	Category
	Nominated work
	Result



	2005
	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best On-Screen Team[image: External link]
	Fantastic Four
	Nominated



	2007
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie Actor: Action Adventure[image: External link]
	Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Rumble[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2011
	Scream Awards[image: External link]
	Best Superhero[image: External link]
	Captain America: The First Avenger
	Won



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie Superhero[image: External link]
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards
	MTV Movie Award for Best Hero[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Summer Movie Star: Male[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	Choice Movie: Fight[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Male Scene Stealer[image: External link]
	The Avengers
	Nominated



	2013
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Action Movie Star[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Superhero
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Fight[image: External link] (shared with cast)
	Won



	2014
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	Nominated



	2015
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Action Movie Actor[image: External link]
	Won



	Favorite Movie Duo (with Scarlett Johansson[image: External link])
	Nominated



	Critics' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor in an Action Movie[image: External link]
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Fight[image: External link] (Chris Evans vs. Sebastian Stan[image: External link])
	Nominated



	Best Kiss[image: External link] (with Scarlett Johansson)'
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards
	Best Comic-to-Film Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Scene Stealer[image: External link]
	Won



	2016
	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Hero[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War
	Won



	Critics' Choice Awards
	Best Actor in an Action Movie
	Nominated



	2017
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Action Movie Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][45]
	Best Actor in a Film
	Pending



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link][46]
	Favorite Movie Actor
	Nominated



	Favorite Butt-Kicker
	Won



	Favorite Frenemies (shared with Robert Downey Jr[image: External link])
	Nominated



	#Squad (shared with cast)
	Nominated
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Captain America: The First Avenger






Captain America: The First Avenger is a 2011 American superhero film[image: External link] based on the Marvel Comics character Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios[image: External link] and distributed by Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[a] It is the fifth film[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. The film was directed by Joe Johnston[image: External link], written by Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link], and stars Chris Evans, Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link], Hugo Weaving[image: External link], Hayley Atwell[image: External link], Sebastian Stan[image: External link], Dominic Cooper[image: External link], Neal McDonough[image: External link], Derek Luke[image: External link], and Stanley Tucci[image: External link]. Set predominantly during World War II, Captain America: The First Avenger tells the story of Steve Rogers, a sickly man from Brooklyn[image: External link] who is transformed into super-soldier Captain America and must stop the Red Skull, who intends to use an artifact called the "Tesseract" as an energy-source for world domination.

Captain America: The First Avenger began as a concept in 1997 and was scheduled for distribution by Artisan Entertainment[image: External link]. However, a lawsuit, not settled until September 2003, disrupted the project. In 2005, Marvel Studios received a loan from Merrill Lynch[image: External link], and planned to finance and release it through Paramount Pictures. Directors Jon Favreau[image: External link] and Louis Leterrier[image: External link] were interested in directing the project before Johnston was approached in 2008. The principal characters were cast between March and June 2010. Production of Captain America: The First Avenger began in June 2010, and filming took place in London[image: External link], Manchester[image: External link], Caerwent[image: External link], and Liverpool[image: External link] in the United Kingdom, and Los Angeles[image: External link] in the United States. The film was converted to 3D[image: External link] in post-production.

Captain America: The First Avenger premiered in Hollywood[image: External link] on July 19, 2011, and was released in the United States on July 22, 2011. The film received positive reviews and was commercially successful, grossing over $370 million worldwide. The Blu-ray[image: External link] and DVD were released on October 25, 2011. A sequel titled Captain America: The Winter Soldier was released on April 4, 2014, and a third film titled Captain America: Civil War was released on May 6, 2016.
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In the present day, scientists in the Arctic uncover an old, frozen aircraft. In March 1942, Nazi officer Johann Schmidt and his men steal a mysterious relic called the Tesseract,[b] which possesses untold powers, from the town of Tønsberg[image: External link] in German-occupied Norway[image: External link].

In New York City[image: External link], Steve Rogers is rejected for World War II military recruitment because of various health and physical problems. While attending an exhibition of future technologies with his friend, Sgt. James "Bucky" Barnes, Rogers again attempts to enlist. Overhearing Rogers' conversation with Barnes about wanting to help in the war, Dr. Abraham Erskine allows Rogers to enlist. He is recruited into the Strategic Scientific Reserve as part of a "super-soldier" experiment under Erskine, Col. Chester Phillips, and British agent Peggy Carter. Phillips is unconvinced by Erskine's claims that Rogers is the right person for the procedure but relents after seeing Rogers commit an act of self-sacrificing bravery. The night before the treatment, Erskine reveals to Rogers that Schmidt underwent an imperfect version of the procedure and suffered permanent side-effects.

Schmidt and Dr. Arnim Zola harness the energies of the Tesseract, intending to use the power to fuel Zola's inventions, mounting an offensive that will change the world. Schmidt discovers Erskine's location and dispatches assassin Heinz Kruger to kill him. Erskine subjects Rogers to the super-soldier treatment, injecting him with a special serum and dosing him with "vita-rays". After Rogers emerges from the experiment taller and more muscular, an undercover Kruger kills Erskine and flees. Rogers pursues and captures Kruger, but the assassin avoids interrogation by committing suicide with a cyanide[image: External link] capsule. With Erskine dead and his super-soldier formula lost, U.S. Senator Brandt has Rogers tour the nation in a colorful costume as "Captain America" to promote war bonds[image: External link] while scientists study him and attempt to rediscover the formula. In 1943, while on tour in Italy[image: External link] performing for active servicemen, Rogers learns that Barnes' unit was MIA[image: External link] in a battle against Schmidt's forces. Refusing to believe that Barnes is dead, Rogers has Carter and engineer Howard Stark fly him behind enemy lines to mount a solo rescue attempt. Rogers infiltrates the fortress of Schmidt's Nazi division Hydra, freeing Barnes and the other prisoners. Rogers confronts Schmidt, who removes a mask to reveal a red, skull-like visage that earned him the sobriquet[image: External link] "the Red Skull". Schmidt escapes and Rogers returns to base with the freed soldiers.

Rogers recruits Barnes, Dum Dum Dugan, Gabe Jones, Jim Morita, James Montgomery Falsworth, and Jacques Dernier[image: External link] to attack other known Hydra bases. Stark outfits Rogers with advanced equipment, most notably a circular shield made of vibranium, a rare, nearly indestructible metal. Rogers and his team sabotage various Hydra operations. The team later assaults a train carrying Zola. Rogers and Jones succeed in capturing Zola, but Barnes falls from the train to his assumed death.[c] Using information extracted from Zola, the final Hydra stronghold is located, and Rogers leads an attack to stop Schmidt from using weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] on major cities around the world. Rogers climbs aboard Schmidt's aircraft as it takes off, and during the subsequent fight the Tesseract's container is damaged. Schmidt physically handles the Tesseract, causing him to dissolve in a bright light. The Tesseract burns through the plane and is lost in the ocean. Seeing no way to land the plane without the risk of detonating its weapons, Rogers crashes it in the Arctic. Stark later recovers the Tesseract from the ocean floor but is unable to locate Rogers or the aircraft, presuming him dead.

Rogers awakens in a 1940s-style hospital room. Deducing from an anachronistic[image: External link] radio broadcast that something is wrong, he flees outside and finds himself in present-day Times Square[image: External link], where S.H.I.E.L.D. director Nick Fury informs him that he has been "asleep" for nearly 70 years. In a post-credits scene[image: External link], Fury approaches Rogers and proposes a mission with worldwide ramifications.
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Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America:
A frail, sickly young man who is enhanced to the peak of human ability by an experimental serum in order to aid the United States war effort.[10] Evans, who previously worked with Marvel as the Human Torch in the Fantastic Four film series[image: External link], said he declined the part three times before signing a six-picture deal with Marvel, explaining that, "At the time, I remember telling a buddy of mine, 'If the movie bombs, I'm f—-ed [sic]. If the movie hits, I'm f—-ed!' I was just scared. I realized my whole decision-making process was fear-based, and you never want to make a decision out of fear. I can't believe I was almost too chicken to play Captain America."[11] He ultimately agreed to the role, saying, "I think Marvel is doing a lot of good things right now, and it's a fun character. ... I think the story of Steve Rogers is great. He's a great guy. Even if it [were] just a script about anybody, I would probably want to do it. So it wasn't necessarily about the comic itself."[12] Regarding the extent of the character's abilities Evans remarked, "He would crush the Olympics[image: External link]. Any Olympic sport he's gonna dominate. He can jump higher, run faster, lift stronger weight, but he can be injured. He could roll an ankle and be out for the season. He's not perfect, he's not untouchable. So a lot of the effects, if I'm going to punch someone they're not going to put them on a cable and fly them back 50 feet, but he's going to go down, probably not getting back up, which I think humanizes it. It makes it something that, again, I think everyone can relate to a little bit more, which I really like."[13] Theater actor Leander Deeny was the body double[image: External link] in some shots for Steve Rogers' pre-transformation physique as well as appearing as a bartender.[14][15]




	
Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link] as Chester Phillips:
A colonel in the United States Army and member of the Strategic Scientific Reserve who heads the project to create super soldiers. The character was updated from the comics, where Phillips was the one to recruit Rogers to join Project Rebirth that made him Captain America.[16] Jones described the character as "the one you've seen in a thousand movies: the gruff, skeptical officer overseeing a team of talented, slightly sarcastic, specially talented soldiers".[17]




	
Hugo Weaving[image: External link] as Johann Schmidt / Red Skull:

Adolf Hitler's head of advanced weaponry and commander of the terrorist organization Hydra, whose own plan for world domination involves harnessing the power of the magical object known as the Tesseract.[11][18][19][20] Weaving stated that he patterned Red Skull's accent on those of Werner Herzog[image: External link] and Klaus Maria Brandauer[image: External link].[21] About the character, Weaving remarked, "I think the major difference between Skull and Cap, they've both had the serum, and the serum seems to augment certain qualities that each of them have. Cap is much more in tune with other people I think. Schmidt is in tune with himself, and his own needs, and his own ego, so I suppose it augments that. From that point of view, they're quite opposite."[22]




	
Hayley Atwell[image: External link] as Peggy Carter:
An officer with the Strategic Scientific Reserve who works with Phillips on the super soldier project. Regarding her preparation for the role, she said, "I'm training at the moment six days a week to make her a bit more military and make it convincing that I could kick butt."[23] About the character, Atwell stated, "I likened her character to that famous Ginger Rogers[image: External link] quote. She can do everything Captain America can do, but backwards and in high heels. She's an English soldier through and through, although she always looks fabulous. She might stand there with a machine-gun shooting Nazis, but she's obviously gone to the loo beforehand and applied a bit of lipstick. She doesn't need to be rescued. That's exciting to me – her strength."[24] She added, "I think she's quite stubborn, a slightly frustrated woman who struggles with being a woman in that time. But more importantly she's a modern woman and she sees something in Captain America that she relates to, and becomes kindred spirits. He treats her very differently to how she's been treated by lots of men, in this kind of dominated world she lives in. So she's very much a fighter."[25]




	
Sebastian Stan[image: External link] as James Buchanan "Bucky" Barnes:
A sergeant in the United States Army, Rogers' best friend and member of his squad of commandos. Stan has signed on for "five or six pictures".[26] He revealed that he did not know anything about the comic books, but watched a lot of documentaries and films about World War II in preparation for the role, calling Band of Brothers[image: External link] "very helpful". About the role, Stan stated, "Steve Rogers and Bucky are both orphans and kind of like brothers. They kind of grow up together and look after each other. It's a very human, relatable thing... I also wanted to look out for how their relationship changes once Steve Rogers becomes Captain America. There's always a competition and they're always one-upping each other. I paid attention to how Bucky is affected by Steve's change and suddenly Steve is this leader".[27]




	
Dominic Cooper[image: External link] as Howard Stark:
The father of Tony Stark, who worked on various government projects dating back to the World War II era.[28][29] About the role, Cooper stated, "It's an opportunity where you can see his future because I know the guy who becomes my son and I see myself as an older version in Iron Man 2 which is great for an actor to have those tools. All I know of him is that he's a fantastic engineer and inventor and a very slick Howard Hughes[image: External link] type that's into aviation and women!"[30]




	
Neal McDonough[image: External link] as Timothy "Dum Dum" Dugan:
A member of Steve Rogers' squad of commandos. McDonough said he grew Dugan's trademark mustache and wore the character's signature bowler hat[image: External link]. About his role in film he remarked, "Oh, I'm going to see a lot of action. [I'm] the go-to guy, so I'm very happy with that."[31]




	
Derek Luke[image: External link] as Gabe Jones:
A member of Rogers' squad of commandos. Luke said he was cast without a script or much of a description of the character. As to why he took the part, "I just believed that Marvel was doing some really great work, great messages in films. The good versus evil and I was just like, 'How can I be down?'"[32]




	
Stanley Tucci[image: External link] as Abraham Erskine:
The scientist who created the Super Soldier Serum.[33] Tucci said that what drew him to the role was the opportunity to do a German accent, which was something he always wanted to try.[34]






Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] reprises his role as Nick Fury, the director of the super-spy agency, S.H.I.E.L.D.[35] Kenneth Choi[image: External link] appears as Jim Morita, a Japanese-American[image: External link] member of Rogers' squad of commandos. Choi said he was the last actor to audition for the part and that he read sides from Saving Private Ryan. About his preparation for the role, Choi said, "[I] did a lot of WWII research especially in regards to the ' Nisei[image: External link]' soldiers, or Japanese-American soldiers. I wanted to get as much true, real-life information for a guy like Jim Morita fighting in WWII. I felt that if I had built a factual basis for him, I could then let go and permit the character to exist in the Marvel Universe, which allows for a lot of imaginative circumstances."[36] Bruno Ricci stars as Jacques Dernier[image: External link], a French member of Rogers' squad of commandos. Ricci auditioned for and got the part while filming the French series The Hawk.[37] JJ Feild[image: External link] appears as James Montgomery Falsworth[image: External link], a British member of Rogers' squad of commandos. Feild called his part in the film "a very physical job. I play one of the Captain's sidekicks so I've been running around shooting things and blowing things up and trying to look cool for about a year."[38] Additionally, Toby Jones[image: External link] was cast as Arnim Zola, a biochemist[image: External link] for the Nazi party[image: External link],[39] Richard Armitage[image: External link] portrays Heinz Kruger, the Red Skull's top assassin,[40] Lex Shrapnel[image: External link] portrays Gilmore Hodge[image: External link], a candidate for the super soldier program,[41] Michael Brandon[image: External link] portrays Brandt, a United States Senator who recognizes the PR[image: External link] potential of Captain America,[42] Natalie Dormer[image: External link] portrays Lorraine, a private[image: External link] who attempts to seduce Rogers,[43] and Jenna Coleman[image: External link] appears as Connie, Bucky's date at the World Expo.[44] Stan Lee has a cameo appearance[image: External link] as a general[image: External link].[45]
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In April 1997, Marvel was in negotiations with Mark Gordon[image: External link] and Gary Levinsohn[image: External link] to produce Captain America, and Larry Wilson and Leslie Bohem[image: External link] were set to write a script.[47] In May 2000, Marvel teamed with Artisan Entertainment[image: External link] to help finance the film.[48] However, a lawsuit arose between Marvel Comics and Joe Simon over the ownership of Captain America copyrights, disrupting the development process of the film. The lawsuit was eventually settled in September 2003.[49] In 2005, Marvel received a $525 million investment from Merrill Lynch[image: External link], allowing them to independently produce ten films, including Captain America. Paramount Pictures[image: External link] agreed to distribute the film.[48][50][51] Originally, the film would stand alone; producer Kevin Feige said "about half" the movie would be set during World War II before moving into the modern day.[52] Producer Avi Arad[image: External link] said, "The biggest opportunity with Captain America is as a man 'out of time', coming back today, looking at our world through the eyes of someone who thought the perfect world was small-town United States. Sixty years go by, and who are we today? Are we better?" He cited the Back to the Future trilogy[image: External link] as an influence, and claimed he had "someone in mind to be the star, and definitely someone in mind to be the director".[53] In February 2006, Arad hoped to have a summer 2008 theatrical release date.[54] Jon Favreau[image: External link] approached Arad to direct the film as a comedy, but he chose to make Iron Man instead.[55] In April 2006, David Self[image: External link] was hired to write the script.[56] He explained that Captain America was his favorite superhero as a child because "my dad told me I could one day be Captain America".[57] Joe Johnston[image: External link] met with Marvel to discuss directing the film.[58]

Captain America was put on hold during the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link]. However, in January 2008, Marvel Entertainment[image: External link] reached an interim comprehensive agreement with the Writers Guild of America[image: External link] that would put writers immediately back to work on various projects that were under the company's development.[59] On May 5, 2008 (after the success of Iron Man), Marvel announced the film The First Avenger: Captain America (the working title) for release in May 6, 2011 (before being pushed back to July 22).[60] Louis Leterrier[image: External link], director of The Incredible Hulk[image: External link], viewed some of the concept art being created for the film and was impressed enough to offer his services, but Marvel turned him down.[61] Johnston finally signed on in November 2008,[58] and he hired Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link] to rewrite.[62] Feige cited Johnston's directorial work on October Sky[image: External link] and The Rocketeer[image: External link] and his special effects work on the original Star Wars[image: External link] trilogy to explain why he was an appropriate choice. Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link] was an influence on the film, because they hoped the film would not feel like a period piece.[63]

When asked whether anti-US sentiments would affect the film's box office, Feige said, "Marvel is perceived pretty well around the world right now, and I think putting another uber-Marvel hero into the worldwide box office would be a good thing. ... We have to deal with much the same way that Captain America, when thawed from the Arctic ice, entered a world that he didn't recognize," similar to the way Stan Lee and Jack Kirby reintroduced the character in the 1960s.[52] Likewise, Arad noted, "Captain America stands for freedom for all democracies, for hope all around the world. He was created to stop tyranny and the idea of stopping tyranny is important today as it was then. So I think that we will have some interesting challenges but at the end of the day if the movie is terrific and the movie talks to the world, it's not about one place, it's about the world and I think [on] that basis it will be very successful."[64] Later, after the election of US President Barack Obama[image: External link], Feige commented, "The idea of change and hope has permeated the country, regardless of politics, and that includes Hollywood. Discussions in all our development meetings include the zeitgeist[image: External link] and how it's changed in the last two weeks. Things are being adjusted".[65]
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In December 2009, director Joe Johnston indicated that he planned to start filming in April 2010.[66] In a separate interview that month, he described the film's pre-production: "Rick Heinrichs[image: External link] is production-designing[image: External link] and we're set up down in Manhattan Beach[image: External link], California. ... We have eight or ten really talented artists, and we all just sit around all day and draw pictures and say, 'Hey, wouldn't it be cool if we could do this?' It's that phase of the production where money doesn't matter: 'Let's put all the greatest stuff up on the wall and [then later] see what we can afford.'" The film, he said, will begin "in 1942, 1943" during World War II. "The stuff in the '60s and '70s [comic books] we're sort of avoiding. We're going back to the '40s, and then forward to what they're doing with Captain America now."[67] In February 2010, Johnston stated that the Invaders will appear in "the entire second half" of the film,[68] leading fans to speculate this was the World War II-era Marvel superhero team of that name,[69] and in November Johnston refuted speculation that the Sub-Mariner, an Invaders team-member in the comics, would be included.[70] Johnston later explained that "the Invaders" had been discussed simply as a possible name for the squad of commandos Captain America leads in the film.[69] Christopher Markus, one of the screenwriters, said the unnamed group was "called the Howling Commandos in the script, but no one says that out loud."[69]

The design as a whole tried to create technology that could be built in the 1940s, though with the added Cube technology in Hydra's case. Abandoned Nazi projects or actual vehicles from the period were used as inspiration. Daniel Simon[image: External link], who was previously responsible for many vehicle designs in TRON: Legacy[image: External link],[71] was appointed Lead Vehicle Designer.[72] Director Johnston cited Simon's book Cosmic Motors as a reason to trust his influence, saying "he's sort of the guy I wanted to be when I was designing stuff for Star Wars".[73] The Red Skull's car, for instance, was based on two Mercedes-Benz[image: External link] vehicles from the 1930s, the 540K[image: External link] and the G4[image: External link].[72]

Variety[image: External link] reported in March 2010 that Chris Evans was cast as Captain America and Hugo Weaving as the Red Skull;[18] Marvel Studios confirmed the latter in May.[74] Ryan Phillippe[image: External link] and John Krasinski[image: External link] were also considered for the role of Captain America.[75] In April 2010, Sebastian Stan, who had been mentioned in media accounts as a possibility for the title role, was cast as Bucky Barnes. Stan is contracted for multiple films.[26] Also in April, Marvel announced that Hayley Atwell had been cast as Peggy Carter, and that the film's name had been changed from The First Avenger: Captain America to Captain America: The First Avenger.[76] The next day it was reported that Joss Whedon[image: External link] would be rewriting the script as part of his negotiation to write and direct The Avengers. Whedon said in August, "I just got to make some character connections. The structure of the thing was really tight and I loved it, but there were a couple of opportunities to find his voice a little bit —and some of the other characters' — and make the connections so that you understood exactly why he wanted to be who he wanted to be. And progressing through the script to flesh it out a little bit".[77] Samuel L. Jackson revealed in an interview that he would reprise his role as Nick Fury in the film.[35]

In May, Toby Jones entered final negotiations to play Arnim Zola.[39] Iron Man director Jon Favreau said a younger Howard Stark would appear in the film, played by Dominic Cooper.[28][29] Atwell revealed that Tommy Lee Jones would have a role in the film.[78] By June, Neal McDonough was in talks to play Dum Dum Dugan.[79] Four days later, he confirmed he was taking the part.[80] The same day, Stanley Tucci joined the cast as Dr. Abraham Erskine, the scientist who created the super-soldier serum.[33] In November 2013, McDonough revealed that he is signed to appear in multiple projects for Marvel, not limited to films.[81]
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Principal photography[image: External link] began on June 28, 2010,[82] with the working title[image: External link] FrostBite.[83] On the same day, Marvel confirmed that Tommy Lee Jones had been cast to play US Army Colonel Chester Phillips.[16] The next day Marvel confirmed that Dominic Cooper would portray the younger version of Howard Stark, the character played by John Slattery[image: External link] in Iron Man 2.[84] It was announced that the film would shoot in London[image: External link] in late July and was expected to include scenes featuring key London landmarks.[85] War scenes were filmed in September at the former Royal Navy Propellant Factory[image: External link] in the Welsh[image: External link] village of Caerwent[image: External link].[86][87] Filming was scheduled to take place that month in the Northern Quarter[image: External link] of Manchester, where parts of the 2004 film Alfie[image: External link] and the 2009 Sherlock Holmes[image: External link] had been shot,[88] followed by the Stanley Dock[image: External link] area of Liverpool[image: External link], both doubling for the period's Lower East Side of Manhattan[image: External link].[89] Further scenes were scheduled to be shot in Liverpool's Albert Dock[image: External link].[90] Johnston included a scene of a technology fair that includes in passing a display case containing the 1940s android superhero known as the original Human Torch, another character, like Captain America, in comics published by Marvel Comics' predecessor, Timely Comics.[91]

In July 2010, Marvel Studios[image: External link] head Kevin Feige[image: External link] said that both this film and Thor would be released in 3-D[image: External link].[92] Johnston did a one-day test shooting with a 3-D rig, rather than shooting in 2-D[image: External link] and converting, and found it "a nightmare" due to bulky gear, calibration issues and restricted filmmaking options. Nevertheless, he said he believes 3-D is "a new challenge and it's exciting". Feige insisted that the conversion would not compromise the film's image quality, as the decision to release the film in 3-D was made early in development, and that "an unprecedented amount of time" would be devoted to the conversion process, to render all the film's visual effects[image: External link] in true 3-D.[92]
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 Post-production




In November 2010, Stanley Tucci stated that he had completed filming his scenes and that the rest of the production would wrap in about three weeks.[93] In February 2011, it was announced that Alan Silvestri[image: External link] had been chosen to compose the film score[image: External link].[94] In March 2011, it was reported that Captain America: The First Avenger would be undergoing reshoots in the United Kingdom and in Los Angeles in April 2011.[95][96] A scene was also filmed in New York City's Times Square on April 23, 2011.[97]

The film features nearly 1,600 visual effects shots, which were split between thirteen different companies.[98] To achieve the appearance of the skinny, pre-serum Steve Rogers, director Joe Johnston stated that he used two major techniques:


Most of the shots were done by an L.A. company called LOLA that specializes in digital "plastic surgery." The technique involved shrinking Chris in all dimensions. We shot each skinny Steve scene at least four times; once like a normal scene with Chris and his fellow actors in the scene, once with Chris alone in front of a green screen so his element could be reduced digitally, again with everyone in the scene but with Chris absent so that the shrunken Steve could be re-inserted into the scene, and finally with a body double mimicking Chris's actions in case the second technique were required. When Chris had to interact with other characters in the scene, we had to either lower Chris or raise the other actors on apple boxes or elevated walkways to make skinny Steve shorter in comparison. For close-ups, Chris' fellow actors had to look at marks on his chin that represented where his eyes would be after the shrinking process, and Chris had to look at marks on the tops of the actor's head to represent their eyes. ... The second technique involved grafting Chris's head onto the body double. This technique was used mostly when Chris was sitting or lying down, or when a minimum of physical acting was required....[99]



Captain America's shield, which serves as both a defensive tool and a weapon, came in four types: metal, fiberglass[image: External link], rubber, and computer graphics[image: External link] (CG).[98] Prop master Barry Gibbs specified that "We had the 'hero shield,' which was made of aluminum, for our beauty shots [and] close-up work. We then created a lighter shield that was aluminum-faced with a fiberglass back, for use on a daily basis. ... And then we had a stunt shield made of polyurethane[image: External link], which is sort of a synthetic rubber ... and we made an ultrasoft one we put on [Evans'] back, so that if there were an accident, it wouldn't hurt him."[69] Visual effects supervisor Christopher Townsend said Evans "would practice swinging the practical shield so he knew the arc and the speed at which he should move. We would take the shield from him and shoot the scene with him miming it. Then we would add in a CG shield".[98]

Hugo Weaving, who portrayed the Red Skull, wore a latex mask conceived by prosthetic makeup designer David White. The visual effects team had to manipulate his face considerably, as the mask was bulky and they wanted to make it look like tight skin wrapped around a very bony structure. They thinned out Weaving's cheeks and lower lip, hollowed out his eyes, and removed his eyelashes and nose to make him appear more like the Red Skull character.[98]

Closing credits[image: External link] were created by visual effects firm Rok!t by means of 3-D and stereoscopic processing that used iconic American war propaganda, such as James Montgomery Flagg[image: External link]'s Uncle Sam[image: External link] recruitment poster from World War I and J. Howard Miller[image: External link]'s "We Can Do It![image: External link]" poster from World War II.[100]
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 Music




Further information: Captain America: The First Avenger (soundtrack) and Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link]


The soundtrack album for Captain America: The First Avenger includes the original score by Alan Silvestri, as well as an original song "Star Spangled Man" with music composed by Alan Menken[image: External link] and lyrics by David Zippel[image: External link]. The soundtrack was recorded at Air Studios[image: External link] in London and released by Walt Disney Records[image: External link] on July 19, 2011.[101]
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 Release




The world premiere of Captain America: The First Avenger was held on July 19, 2011, at the El Capitan Theatre[image: External link] in Hollywood[image: External link], California[image: External link].[102] The film was screened at the San Diego Comic-Con International[image: External link] on July 21, 2011.[103] It was commercially released in the United States and Canada on July 22, 2011.[104][105]

Paramount opted against altering the American-centric title when distributing to foreign territories, instead offering international markets a choice between the official title and the alternative The First Avenger. Many international distributors chose to retain the original title, believing the franchise name to be more identifiable than the alternative, and that the latter would risk losing ticket sales. Three countries chose the alternative title: Russia[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link], and Ukraine[image: External link]. An "insider" speaking to The New York Times explained that the name change in these countries stemmed from cultural and political concerns, though Marvel and Paramount both declined to state an official reason.[106] In July 2011, it was thought that the film would not be released in China because of a policy limiting the number of foreign films screened there each year,[106] but it eventually opened there in the second weekend of September.[107]

Days before the film's release, a teaser trailer for The Avengers that served as a post-credits scene of Captain America: The First Avenger was briefly leaked online. Entertainment Weekly speculated it came from a preview screening and described the footage as "shaky, fuzzy, flickering and obviously filmed on a cell phone".[108]
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 Marketing




At the 2010 San Diego Comic-Con International, some footage that had been shot in the previous week was shown at the San Diego Convention Center[image: External link].[21] The first television advertisement aired during Super Bowl XLV[image: External link] on the Fox[image: External link] network in the United States. Paramount paid $3 million to run the 30-second advertisement.[109] The first full trailer was released in March 2011.[110] In May 2011, the USO[image: External link] girls from the film performed aboard the USS  Intrepid[image: External link] at the Intrepid Sea-Air-Space Museum[image: External link] as a part of the 2011 Fleet Week[image: External link] celebration in New York City.[111] In June 2011, Dunkin' Donuts[image: External link] and Baskin-Robbins[image: External link] teamed with Marvel to search for real-life super-soldiers. The contest sought nominations for veterans or active U.S. servicepersons making a difference where they live or serve.[112] In July 2011, Paramount Pictures promoted the film during an Independence Day[image: External link] celebration hosted by the Chicago White Sox[image: External link].[113] Promotional partners include Harley-Davidson[image: External link], Dunkin' Donuts and Baskin-Robbins.[114]

In February 2011, Marvel Comics launched the eight-issue digital comic[image: External link] Captain America: First Vengeance, on the same day as the first trailer aired. Written by Fred Van Lente[image: External link] and featuring a rotation of artists, the story is set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Each of the eight issues focuses on a specific character from the movie, heroes and villains alike, and what brought them to the point where the movie begins.[115]

Sega[image: External link] announced a video game tie-in[image: External link] titled Captain America: Super Soldier, that was released in 2011 for the Xbox 360[image: External link], PlayStation 3[image: External link], Wii[image: External link] and Nintendo DS[image: External link].[116] Marvel released the mobile game[image: External link], Captain America: Sentinel of Liberty, in July 2011.[117] A toy line was released as well.[118]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Home media




Captain America: The First Avenger was released on Blu-ray[image: External link], Blu-ray 3D[image: External link] and DVD[image: External link] on October 25, 2011. The three-disc set includes the film on Blu-ray in high-definition 3D and in high definition 2D, as well as on standard definition DVD with a digital copy. The two-disc Blu-ray/DVD combo pack includes a high-definition presentation of the film and a standard-definition presentation with a digital copy. Both sets include over an hour of bonus material, including the short film A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer, a sneak peek of The Avengers, six behind-the-scenes featurettes, and deleted scenes with commentary by director Joe Johnston, director of photography Shelly Johnson and editor Jeff Ford.[119] In its first week of release, Captain America: The First Avenger topped the Blu-ray and DVD sales charts, selling 1.54 million Blu-ray units and 726,000 DVD units and making a combined total of $52.6 million.[120][121]

The film was also collected in a 10-disc box set[image: External link] titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase One – Avengers Assembled[image: External link]" which includes all of the Phase One[image: External link] films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe.[122] It was released on April 2, 2013.[123][124]
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 Reception
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 Box office




Captain America: The First Avenger earned $176.7 million in North America and $193.9 million internationally, for a worldwide total of $370.6 million.[6]

Captain America: The First Avenger opened on July 22, 2011, in the United States and earned $4 million in midnight showings, outgrossing other 2011 original superhero films like Thor and Green Lantern[image: External link] as well as the prequel X-Men: First Class[image: External link], which all made between $3.25 million and $3.5 million in Friday midnights.[125] On Friday, the film opened at the number one spot at the American and Canadian box office with $25.7 million.[126] It then went on to make $65.1 million in what was the second highest-grossing opening weekend for a superhero film in 2011, behind Thor ($65.7 million).[127] Captain America: The First Avenger is the third highest-grossing motion picture set during the World War II era, after Saving Private Ryan[image: External link] and Pearl Harbor[image: External link].[128]
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 Critical response




The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported an 80% approval rating with an average rating of 6.9/10 based on 246 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "With plenty of pulpy action, a pleasantly retro vibe, and a handful of fine performances, Captain America is solidly old-fashioned blockbuster entertainment."[129] Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a weighted average[image: External link] score, rated the film 66 out of 100 based on 43 reviews from critics indicating "generally favorable" reviews.[130] Audiences surveyed by Cinemascore gave the film an "A-" rating.[131]

Roger Moore of the Orlando Sentinel[image: External link] gave Captain America: The First Avenger a positive review, saying, "Johnston has delivered a light, clever and deftly balanced adventure picture with real lump in the throat nostalgia, with Nazis – who make the best villains, and with loving references to Star Wars and Raiders of the Lost Ark.'"[132] Roger Ebert[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] remarked, "I enjoyed the movie. I appreciated the 1940s period settings and costumes, which were a break with the usual generic cityscapes. I admired the way that director Joe Johnston propelled the narrative. I got a sense of a broad story, rather than the impression of a series of sensational set pieces. If Marvel is wise, it will take this and Iron Man as its templates".[133] A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times declared it "pretty good fun".[134]

Karina Longworth[image: External link] of The Village Voice[image: External link] gave the film a negative review, calling it "[A] hokey, hacky, two-hour-plus exercise in franchise transition/price gouging, complete with utterly unnecessary post-converted 3-D".[135] Peter Debruge of Variety said, "Captain America: The First Avenger plays like a by-the-numbers prequel for Marvel Studios' forthcoming The Avengers movie".[136] Kirk Honeycutt of The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] had mixed feelings about the film, writing, "As the last Marvel prequel that includes two Iron Man and Incredible Hulk movies before next summer's The Avengers, this one feels perhaps a little too simplistic and routine".[137]
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 Accolades






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2011
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Summer: Movie
	Captain America: The First Avenger
	Nominated
	[138]



	Choice Summer Movie Star: Male
	Chris Evans
	Nominated



	Scream Awards[image: External link]
	The Ultimate Scream
	Captain America: The First Avenger
	Nominated
	[139]



	Best Science Fiction Movie
	Captain America: The First Avenger
	Nominated



	Best Science Fiction Actress
	Hayley Atwell[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Science Fiction Actor
	Chris Evans
	Nominated



	Best Villain
	Hugo Weaving[image: External link] as Red Skull
	Nominated



	Best Superhero
	Chris Evans as Captain America
	Won



	Best Supporting Actor
	Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Breakout Performance – Female
	Hayley Atwell
	Nominated



	Fight Scene of the Year
	Final Battle: Captain America vs. Red Skull
	Nominated



	Best 3-D Movie
	Captain America: The First Avenger
	Nominated



	Best Comic Book Movie
	Captain America: The First Avenger
	Nominated



	2012
	BMI Film & TV Awards[image: External link]
	Film Music Award
	Alan Silvestri[image: External link]
	Won
	[140]



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie Superhero
	Chris Evans
	Nominated
	[141]



	Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Visual Effects in a Visual Effects-Driven Feature Motion Picture
	Charlie Noble, Mark Soper, Christopher Townsend, and Edson Williams[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[142]



	Outstanding Compositing in a Feature Motion Picture
	Casey Allen, Trent Claus, Brian Hajek, and Cliff Welsh
	Won



	Empire Awards[image: External link]
	Best Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Captain America: The First Avenger
	Nominated
	[143]



	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Hero[image: External link]
	Captain America
	Nominated
	[144]



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Science Fiction Film[image: External link]
	Captain America: The First Avenger
	Nominated
	[145]



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Chris Evans
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Stanley Tucci
	Nominated



	Best Music[image: External link]
	Alan Silvestri
	Nominated



	Best Production Design
	Rick Heinrichs
	Nominated



	Best Costume[image: External link]
	Anne B. Sheppard
	Nominated



	Best Special Effects[image: External link]
	Mark Soper, Christopher Townsend, Paul Corbould
	Nominated
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 Sequels




Further information: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe films[image: External link]
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 Captain America: The Winter Soldier




Main article: Captain America: The Winter Soldier


A sequel, Captain America: The Winter Soldier, directed by Anthony and Joseph Russo[image: External link], was released on April 4, 2014.[146][147] Evans, Stan, Atwell, Jones, and Jackson reprise their roles as Captain America, Bucky Barnes, Peggy Carter, Arnim Zola and Nick Fury, respectively. They are joined by Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Anthony Mackie[image: External link], and Robert Redford[image: External link] as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow[image: External link], Sam Wilson / Falcon, and Alexander Pierce[image: External link], respectively.[148]
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Main article: Captain America: Civil War


Captain America: Civil War was released on May 6, 2016, and again is directed by the Russo brothers.[149][150] Evans, Johansson, Stan and Mackie reprise their roles from The Winter Soldier,[151][152] and they are joined by Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link] as Tony Stark / Iron Man, Paul Bettany[image: External link] as Vision, Jeremy Renner[image: External link] as Clint Barton / Hawkeye, Don Cheadle[image: External link] as James "Rhodey" Rhodes / War Machine, Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link] as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch, Paul Rudd[image: External link] as Scott Lang / Ant-Man[image: External link] and William Hurt[image: External link] as Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross[image: External link] [153] all reprising roles from previous MCU films.
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 Notes






	
^ a b In July 2013, the film's distribution rights were transferred from Paramount Pictures[image: External link] to the Walt Disney Studios[image: External link].[1][2][3]


	
^ Producer Kevin Feige stated that the Tesseract of the films is based on the Cosmic Cube of the comics.[7] After Thor: The Dark World, he further stated it was also the Space Infinity Stone[image: External link].[8]


	
^ Speaking together, with some crosstalk, Joe Johnston[image: External link], Shelly Johnson[image: External link], and Jeffrey Ford[image: External link] said on the audio commentary that the experiments performed by Zola enabled Barnes to survive the fall shown in the film.[9]
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The Avengers (2012 film)






Marvel's The Avengers[4] (classified under the name Marvel Avengers Assemble in the United Kingdom and Ireland),[1][5] or simply The Avengers, is a 2012 American superhero film[image: External link] based on the Marvel Comics superhero team of the same name, produced by Marvel Studios[image: External link] and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link].1 It is the sixth film[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. The film was written and directed by Joss Whedon[image: External link] and features an ensemble cast[image: External link] that includes Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link], Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo[image: External link], Chris Hemsworth[image: External link], Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Jeremy Renner[image: External link], Tom Hiddleston[image: External link], Clark Gregg[image: External link], Cobie Smulders[image: External link], Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link], and Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link]. In the film, Nick Fury, director of the peacekeeping organization S.H.I.E.L.D., recruits Iron Man, Captain America, the Hulk, and Thor to form a team that must stop Thor's brother Loki from subjugating Earth.

The film's development began when Marvel Studios received a loan from Merrill Lynch[image: External link] in April 2005. After the success of the film Iron Man in May 2008, Marvel announced that The Avengers would be released in July 2011. With the signing of Johansson in March 2009, the film was pushed back for a 2012 release. Whedon was brought on board in April 2010 and rewrote the original screenplay by Zak Penn[image: External link]. Production began in April 2011 in Albuquerque, New Mexico, before moving to Cleveland, Ohio, in August and New York City in September. The film was converted to 3D in post-production.

The Avengers premiered on April 11, 2012, at Hollywood's El Capitan Theatre[image: External link] and was released theatrically in the United States on May 4, 2012. The film received positive reviews from critics, as well as numerous awards and nominations[image: External link] including Academy Award[image: External link] and BAFTA[image: External link] nominations for achievements in visual effects. It has set or tied numerous box office records, including the biggest opening weekend[image: External link] in North America. The Avengers grossed over $1.5 billion worldwide, and became the third-highest-grossing film[image: External link] during its theatrical run—as well as the first Marvel production to generate $1 billion in ticket sales. The film was released on Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] and DVD[image: External link] on September 25, 2012. A sequel, titled Avengers: Age of Ultron, was released on May 1, 2015, while two additional sequels, Avengers: Infinity War and an untitled sequel, are currently in development, with Infinity War scheduled for a May 4, 2018 release date, and its sequel scheduled to be released on May 3, 2019.
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The Asgardian Loki encounters the Other, the leader of an extraterrestrial race known as the Chitauri[image: External link]. In exchange for retrieving the Tesseract,2 a powerful energy source of unknown potential, the Other promises Loki an army with which he can subjugate Earth. Nick Fury, director of the espionage agency S.H.I.E.L.D., and his lieutenant Agent Maria Hill arrive at a remote research facility during an evacuation, where physicist Dr. Erik Selvig[image: External link] is leading a research team experimenting on the Tesseract. Agent Phil Coulson explains that the object has begun radiating an unusual form of energy. The Tesseract suddenly activates and opens a wormhole[image: External link], allowing Loki to reach Earth. Loki takes the Tesseract and uses his scepter to enslave Selvig and a couple of other agents, including Clint Barton, to aid him in his getaway.

In response to the attack, Fury reactivates the "Avengers Initiative". Agent Natasha Romanoff is sent to Calcutta[image: External link] to recruit Dr. Bruce Banner to trace the Tesseract through its gamma radiation[image: External link] emissions. Coulson visits Tony Stark to have him review Selvig's research, and Fury approaches Steve Rogers with an assignment to retrieve the Tesseract.

In Stuttgart[image: External link], Barton steals iridium[image: External link] needed to stabilize the Tesseract's power while Loki causes a distraction, leading to a brief confrontation with Rogers, Stark, and Romanoff that ends with Loki's surrender. While Loki is being escorted to S.H.I.E.L.D., Thor, his adoptive brother, arrives and frees him, hoping to convince him to abandon his plan and return to Asgard. After a confrontation with Stark and Rogers, Thor agrees to take Loki to S.H.I.E.L.D.'s flying aircraft carrier, the Helicarrier. Upon arrival, Loki is imprisoned while Banner and Stark attempt to locate the Tesseract.

The Avengers become divided, both over how to approach Loki and the revelation that S.H.I.E.L.D. plans to harness the Tesseract to develop weapons as a deterrent against hostile extraterrestrials. As the group argues, Barton and Loki's other possessed agents attack the Helicarrier, disabling one of its engines in flight and causing Banner to transform into the Hulk. Stark and Rogers work to restart the damaged engine, and Thor attempts to stop the Hulk's rampage. Romanoff fights Barton, and knocks him unconscious, breaking Loki's mind control. Loki escapes after killing Coulson and ejecting Thor from the airship, while the Hulk falls to the ground after attacking a S.H.I.E.L.D. fighter jet. Fury uses Coulson's death to motivate the Avengers into working as a team. Stark and Rogers realize that for Loki, simply defeating them will not be enough; he needs to overpower them publicly to validate himself as ruler of Earth. Loki uses the Tesseract, in conjunction with a device Selvig built, to open a wormhole above Stark Tower to the Chitauri fleet in space, launching his invasion.

Rogers, Stark, Romanoff, Barton, and Thor rally in defense of New York City, the wormhole's location. Banner arrives and transforms into the Hulk, and together the Avengers battle the Chitauri while evacuating civilians. The Hulk finds Loki and beats him into submission. Romanoff makes her way to the wormhole generator, where Selvig, freed from Loki's mind control, reveals that Loki's scepter can be used to shut down the generator. Meanwhile, Fury's superiors attempt to end the invasion by launching a nuclear missile at Midtown Manhattan[image: External link]. Stark intercepts the missile and takes it through the wormhole toward the Chitauri fleet. The missile detonates, destroying the Chitauri mothership and disabling their forces on Earth. Stark's suit runs out of power, and he falls back through the wormhole just as Romanoff closes it. Stark goes into freefall, but the Hulk saves him from crashing into the ground. In the aftermath, Thor returns Loki and the Tesseract to Asgard, while Fury expresses confidence that the Avengers will return if and when they are needed.

In a mid-credits scene, the Other confers with his master3 about the failed attack on Earth. In a post-credits scene[image: External link], the Avengers eat in silence at a shawarma[image: External link] restaurant.
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Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link] as Tony Stark / Iron Man:
A self-described genius, billionaire, playboy[image: External link], and philanthropist[image: External link] with an electromechanical suit of armor of his own invention. Downey was cast as part of his four-picture deal with Marvel Studios, which includes Iron Man 2 and The Avengers.[6] Downey said that he initially pushed Whedon to make Stark the lead: "Well, I said, 'I need to be in the opening sequence. I don't know what you're thinking, but Tony needs to drive this thing.' He was like, 'Okay, let's try that.' We tried it and it didn't work, because this is a different sort of thing, the story and the idea and the theme is the theme, and everybody is just an arm of the octopus."[7] About the character's evolution from previous films, Downey said, "In Iron Man, which was an origin story, he was his own epiphany and redemption of sorts. Iron Man 2 is all about not being an island, dealing with legacy issues and making space for others. . . In The Avengers, he's throwing it down with the others".[8]




	
Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America:
A World War II veteran who was enhanced to the peak of human physicality by an experimental serum and frozen in suspended animation before waking up in the modern world. Evans was cast as part of a deal to star in three Marvel films, in addition to The Avengers.[9] Evans said that Steve Rogers is much darker in The Avengers: "It's just about him trying to come to terms with the modern world. You've got to imagine, it's enough of a shock to accept the fact that you're in a completely different time, but everybody you know is dead. Everybody you cared about. . . He was a soldier, obviously, everybody he went to battle with, all of his brothers in arms, they're all dead. He's just lonely. I think in the beginning it's a fish-out-of-water scene, and it's tough. It's a tough pill for him to swallow. Then comes trying to find a balance with the modern world."[7] Regarding the dynamic between Rogers and Tony Stark, Evans said, "I think there's certainly a dichotomy—this kind of friction between myself and Tony Stark, they're polar opposites. One guy is flash and spotlight and smooth, and the other guy is selfless and in the shadows and kind of quiet and they have to get along. They explore that, and it's pretty fun."[10]




	
Mark Ruffalo[image: External link] as Bruce Banner / Hulk:
A genius scientist who, because of exposure to gamma radiation[image: External link], transforms into a monster when enraged or agitated. Ruffalo, who was considered to play Banner in The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] before Edward Norton[image: External link] took the role,[11] was cast after negotiations between Marvel and Norton broke down.[12] About replacing Norton, Ruffalo said, "I'm a friend of Ed's, and yeah, that wasn't a great way for all that to go down. But the way I see it is that Ed has bequeathed this part to me. I look at it as my generation's Hamlet[image: External link]." About the character, he said, "He's a guy struggling with two sides of himself—the dark and the light—and everything he does in his life is filtered through issues of control. I grew up on the Bill Bixby TV series[image: External link], which I thought was a really nuanced and real human way to look at the Hulk. I like that the part has those qualities".[13] Regarding the Hulk's place on the team, Ruffalo said, "He's like the teammate none of them are sure they want on their team. He's a loose cannon. It's like, 'Just throw a grenade in the middle of the group and let's hope it turns out well!"[14] This is the first production in which the actor playing Banner also plays the Hulk. Ruffalo told New York[image: External link] magazine, "I'm really excited. No one's ever played the Hulk exactly; they've always done CGI. They're going to do the Avatar stop-action, stop-motion capture. So I'll actually play the Hulk. That'll be fun".[15] The 3D model[image: External link] used to create the Hulk's body was modeled after Long Island[image: External link] bodybuilder and male stripper Steve Romm, while the Hulk's face was modeled after Ruffalo.[16] To create the Hulk's voice, Ruffalo's voice was blended with those of Lou Ferrigno[image: External link] and others;[17] however, the Hulk's only speaking line ("Puny god.") was provided solely by Ruffalo.[18]




	
Chris Hemsworth[image: External link] as Thor:
The crown prince[image: External link] of Asgard, based on the Norse mythological[image: External link] deity of the same name. Hemsworth was cast as part of a multiple movie deal.[19] He had previously worked with Joss Whedon on The Cabin in the Woods[image: External link].[20] Hemsworth said that he was able to maintain the strength he built up for Thor by increasing his food intake, consisting of chicken breasts, fish, steak, and eggs every day. When asked exactly how much, Hemsworth said, "My body weight in protein pretty much!"[21] He remarked that Thor's motivation "is much more of a personal one, in the sense that it's his brother that is stirring things up. Whereas everyone else, it's some bad guy who they've gotta take down. It's a different approach for me, or for Thor. He's constantly having to battle the greater good and what he should do vs. it's his little brother there. . . I've been frustrated with my brothers at times, or family, but I'm the only one who is allowed to be angry at them. There's a bit of that."[7]




	
Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow:
A highly trained spy working for S.H.I.E.L.D.[22] About the character and her relationship with Hawkeye, Johansson said, "Our characters have a long history. They've fought together for a long time in a lot of battles in many different countries. We're the two members of this avenging group who are skilled warriors – we have no superpowers. Black Widow is definitely one of the team, though. She's not in the cast simply to be a romantic foil or eye candy. She's there to fight, so I never felt like I was the only girl. We all have our various skills and it feels equal".[8] Regarding her training, Johansson said, "Even though Iron Man 2 was 'one-for-them,' I'd never done anything like that before. I'd never been physically driven in something, or a part of something so big. For The Avengers, I've spent so many months training with our stunt team, and fighting all the other actors, it's crazy. I do nothing but fight—all the time."[23]




	
Jeremy Renner[image: External link] as Clint Barton / Hawkeye:
A master archer[image: External link] working as an agent for S.H.I.E.L.D.[24][25] Renner said it was a very physical role and that he trained physically and practiced archery as much as possible in preparation.[26] About the role, Renner said, "When I saw Iron Man, I thought that was a really kick-ass approach to superheroes. Then they told me about this Hawkeye character, and I liked how he wasn't really a superhero; he's just a guy with a high skill set. I could connect to that."[8] Regarding Hawkeye's sniper mentality, Renner said, "It's a lonely game. He's an outcast. His only connection is to Scarlett's character, Natasha. It's like a left hand/right hand thing. They coexist, and you need them both, especially when it comes to a physical mission."[8] Renner said Hawkeye is not insecure about his humanity. "Quite the opposite, he's the only one who can really take down the Hulk with his [tranquilizer-tipped] arrows. He knows his limitations. But when it comes down to it, there has to be a sense of confidence in any superhero."[7]




	
Tom Hiddleston[image: External link] as Loki:
Thor's adoptive brother and nemesis, based on the Norse mythological deity of the same name[image: External link].[19] About his character's evolution from the film Thor, Hiddleston said, "I think the Loki we see in The Avengers is further advanced. You have to ask yourself the question: How pleasant an experience is it disappearing into a wormhole that has been created by some kind of super nuclear explosion of his own making? So I think by the time Loki shows up in The Avengers, he's seen a few things."[27] About Loki's motivations, Hiddleston said, "At the beginning of The Avengers, he comes to Earth to subjugate it and his idea is to rule the human race as their king. And like all the delusional autocrats of human history, he thinks this is a great idea because if everyone is busy worshipping him, there will be no wars so he will create some kind of world peace by ruling them as a tyrant. But he is also kind of deluded in the fact that he thinks unlimited power will give him self-respect, so I haven't let go of the fact that he is still motivated by this terrible jealousy and kind of spiritual desolation."[28]




	
Clark Gregg[image: External link] as Phil Coulson:
An agent with S.H.I.E.L.D. who oversees many of the division's field operations.[29] Gregg was cast as part of a multi-picture deal with Marvel.[30] Gregg said his role was expanded in The Avengers: "[What] Agent Coulson had become in terms of the import of this particular story, and how important his job is in bringing the Avengers together, it kind of felt a little surreal, like somebody was playing a prank and that wasn't the real script. But it wasn't, it was the real thing, I got to show up and do that stuff, and it felt like such an amazing payoff to what the journey had been and the fact I had been doing it for five years."[31] Gregg said Whedon provided insight into his character's backstory, particularly about Coulson being a fan of Captain America.[31]




	
Cobie Smulders[image: External link] as Maria Hill:
A high-ranking agent with S.H.I.E.L.D. who works closely with Nick Fury.[32] Smulders, whom Joss Whedon once considered for his unproduced live-action Wonder Woman film[image: External link], was selected from a short list of potential actresses including Morena Baccarin[image: External link]. Smulders' deal would integrate her into nine films.[33][34] Regarding her preparation, Smulders said, "I hired this amazing black-ops trainer to teach me how to hold a gun, take me to a shooting range, how to hit, how to hold myself, how to walk and basically how to look. I don't do a ton of fighting in the movie, which is why I wasn't offered a trainer, but I wanted to look like I had the ability to."[35] On relating to the character, Smulders said, "I can relate to her being a mom and being a businesswoman and trying to work full-time and raising a family and having a career. We're asked to do a lot of things these days. I feel she is just all about her job and keeping things going."[36]




	
Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link] as Erik Selvig[image: External link]:
An astrophysicist and a friend of Thor under Loki's control, who is studying the Tesseract's power.[37][38] Regarding Loki's control over Selvig, Skarsgård said, "Well with the scene we did in Thor, it was like Loki, one way or the other, entered Erik's mind. And in Avengers, you will see more clarity in how Loki is using Erik's mind."[38] About his role, he said, "[My character] is of importance but the size of the role is not big."[38]




	
Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] as Nick Fury:
The director of S.H.I.E.L.D., who was revealed in previous films to be coordinating the "Avengers Initiative". Jackson was brought to the project with a deal containing an option to play the character in up to nine Marvel films.[39] Jackson said he does more in The Avengers than in any of the previous films: "You don't have to wait until the end of the movie to see me". About the role, Jackson said, "It's always good to play somebody [who] is a positive in society as opposed to somebody who is a negative. . . I tried to make him as honest to the story and as honest to what real-life would seem." Jackson compared the character to Ordell in Jackie Brown[image: External link], calling him "a nice guy to hang out with. You just don't want to cross him".[40]






Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link] and Maximiliano Hernández[image: External link] reprise their roles from previous films as Pepper Potts and Jasper Sitwell, respectively. Paul Bettany[image: External link] returns to voice J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link] Frequent Whedon collaborator Alexis Denisof[image: External link] portrays the Other, and Damion Poitier[image: External link] portrays his master, Thanos (unnamed in the film), in a post-credit scene.[41] Powers Boothe[image: External link] and Jenny Agutter[image: External link] appear as members of the World Security Council.[42][43] Avengers co-creator Stan Lee has a cameo appearance in a news report. Harry Dean Stanton[image: External link] cameos as a security guard, and Polish film director Jerzy Skolimowski[image: External link] appears as Georgi Luchkov[image: External link], Romanoff's interrogator.[44] Enver Gjokaj[image: External link], who later went on to play Agent Daniel Sousa in the series Agent Carter, appears as a police officer.[45]
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Avi Arad[image: External link], the CEO of Marvel Studios, first announced plans to develop the film in April 2005, after Marvel Enterprises declared independence by allying with Merrill Lynch[image: External link] to produce a slate of films that would be distributed by Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[47] Marvel discussed their plans in a brief presentation to Wall Street[image: External link] analysts; the studio's intention was to release individual films for the main characters—to establish their identities and familiarize audiences with them—before merging the characters together in a crossover[image: External link] film.[48] Screenwriter Zak Penn[image: External link], who wrote The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] (2008), was hired by Marvel Studios to write the film in June 2007.[49] In the wake of the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link], Marvel negotiated with the Writers Guild of America[image: External link] to ensure that it could create films based on its comic book counterparts, including Captain America, Ant-Man[image: External link] and The Avengers.[50] After the successful release of Iron Man (2008) in May, the company set a July 2011 release date for The Avengers.[51] In September 2008, Marvel Studios reached an agreement with Paramount—an extension of a previous partnership—which gave the company distribution rights for five future Marvel films.[52]

Casting began in October 2008 with Downey's signing.[6] Though Don Cheadle[image: External link] was also reported to be reprising his Iron Man 2 role of War Machine for The Avengers, he later stated that he did not think the character would appear in the film.[6][53] At the same time, two major prospects occurred for Marvel: Jon Favreau[image: External link] was brought in as an executive producer for the film,[6] and the company signed a long-term lease with Raleigh Studios to produce three other big-budget films—Iron Man 2, Thor (2011), and Captain America: The First Avenger (2011)—at their Manhattan Beach, California[image: External link] complex.[54] Lou Ferrigno[image: External link], who voiced Hulk in The Incredible Hulk, stated that he would be involved in the film.[55] In February 2009, Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] signed a nine-picture deal with Marvel Entertainment to play Nick Fury in Iron Man 2 and other films.[39] In September 2009, Edward Norton[image: External link], who played Bruce Banner in The Incredible Hulk stated that he was open to returning in the film.[56] The next month, executive producer Jon Favreau stated that he would not direct the film, but would "definitely have input and a say". Favreau also expressed concerns, stating, "It's going to be hard, because I was so involved in creating the world of Iron Man, and Iron Man is very much a tech-based hero, and then with Avengers you're going to be introducing some supernatural aspects because of Thor... [Mixing] the two of those works very well in the comic books, but it's going to take a lot of thoughtfulness to make that all work and not blow the reality that we've created".[57] In March 2009, actress Scarlett Johansson replaced Emily Blunt[image: External link] in portraying Natasha Romanoff in Iron Man 2, a deal that subsequently attached her to The Avengers.[22] The female superhero Wasp was included in an earlier draft of the script written before Johansson's involvement.[58] The following day, Marvel announced that the film's release date had been pushed back to May 4, 2012, almost a full year later.[59] Chris Hemsworth and Tom Hiddleston joined the film's cast in June, returning as Thor and Loki, respectively.[19]

In July 2009, Penn talked about the crossover process, stating, "My job is to kind of shuttle between the different movies and make sure that finally we're mimicking that comic book structure where all of these movies are connected. . . There's just a board that tracks 'Here's where everything that happens in this movie overlaps with that movie'. . . I'm pushing them to do as many animatics as possible to animate the movie, to draw boards so that we're all working off the same visual ideas. But the exigencies of production take first priority".[60]

In January 2010, Marvel Studios chief Kevin Feige[image: External link] was asked if it would be difficult to meld the fantasy of Thor with the high-tech science fiction in Iron Man and The Avengers. "No," he said, "because we're doing the Jack Kirby/Stan Lee/Walt Simonson[image: External link]/J. Michael Straczynski Thor. We're not doing the blow-the-dust-off-of-the-old-Norse-book-in-your-library Thor. And in the Thor of the Marvel Universe, there's a race called the Asgardians. And we're linked through this Tree of Life that we're unaware of. It's real science, but we don't know about it yet. The 'Thor' movie is about teaching people that".[61] In March, it was reported that Penn had completed the first draft of the script, and that Marvel editor-in-chief Joe Quesada and Avengers comic-book writer Brian Michael Bendis had received copies.[62] Also in March, Chris Evans accepted an offer to play Captain America in three films including The Avengers.[9]
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By April 2010, Joss Whedon[image: External link] was close to completing a deal to direct the film and to rework Penn's script,[63] and was officially announced in July 2010.[64] When Whedon received Penn's draft, he told Feige he felt the studio did not "have anything" and they should "pretend this draft never happened". Whedon went on to write a five page treatment of his plan for the film, and created the tagline "Avengers: Some Assembly Required", riffing on the "Avengers Assemble" slogan from the comic books. Marvel quickly began working to sign Whedon to write and direct, only stipulating that he include the Avengers against Loki, a battle among the heroes in the middle, a battle against the villains at the end, and he get the movie done for its May 2012 release.[65] On the hiring, Arad stated: "My personal opinion is that Joss will do a fantastic job. He loves these characters and is a fantastic writer... It's part of his life so you know he is going to protect it... I expect someone like him is going to make the script even better".[66] Feige added, "I've known Joss for many years. We were looking for the right thing and he came in and met on it... we want[ed] to find a director that’s on the verge of doing something great, as we think Joss is."[67] Whedon stated at the 2010 San Diego Comic-Con International[image: External link], that what drew him to the film is that he loves how "these people shouldn't be in the same room let alone on the same team—and that is the definition of family".[68]

The casting process continued into much of 2010, with the additions of Jeremy Renner[image: External link],[24] Mark Ruffalo[image: External link],[12] and Clark Gregg[image: External link].[29] Ruffalo replaced Edward Norton, whom Marvel declined to have back.[69] "We have made the decision to not bring Ed Norton back to portray the title role of Bruce Banner in The Avengers," stated Feige. "Our decision is definitely not one based on monetary factors, but instead rooted in the need for an actor who embodies the creativity and collaborative spirit of our other talented cast members. The Avengers demands players who thrive working as part of an ensemble, as evidenced by Robert, Chris H, Chris E, Samuel, Scarlett, and all of our talented casts. We are looking to announce a name actor who fulfills these requirements, and is passionate about the iconic role in the coming weeks."[70] In response, Norton's agent Brian Swardstrom decried Feige's statement, calling it "purposefully misleading" and an "inappropriate attempt to paint our client in a negative light".[71] In October 2014, Norton claimed it was his own decision never to play Hulk again because he "wanted more diversity" with his career, and did not want to be associated with only one character.[72]

In August 2010, it was reported that Paramount Pictures and Marvel Studios were planning to start shooting in February.[73] Simultaneously, it was declared that the film would be shot in 3D,[74] although Mark Ruffalo later tweeted[image: External link] that this was not the case.[75] In October 2010, Grumman Studios[image: External link] in Bethpage, New York[image: External link][76] and the Steiner Studios[image: External link] in Brooklyn[image: External link], New York City, were announced as filming locations,[77] with set construction slated to begin in November,[76] but as Whedon later explained, "Originally we were supposed to be in Los Angeles, then for a short period we were supposed to be in New York, and then somehow we ended up in Albuquerque."[4] Also that October, Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] agreed to pay Paramount at least $115 million for the worldwide distribution rights to Iron Man 3 and The Avengers.[78] The deal also allowed Paramount to continue to collect the 8 percent box office fee it would have earned for distributing the film and a marquee credit—placement of the company's production logo[image: External link] on marketing materials and the film's opening titles. As a result, the onscreen production credit reads "Marvel Studios presents in association with Paramount Pictures" though the film is solely owned, distributed, financed, and marketed by Disney. Paramount's Epix[image: External link] retained pay TV rights.[79]

In December 2010, Governor of New Mexico Bill Richardson[image: External link] and Marvel Studios Co-president Louis D'Esposito announced The Avengers would film primarily in Albuquerque, New Mexico[image: External link], with principal photography scheduled for April through September 2011. Parts of the film were also scheduled to be shot in Michigan,[80] but a plan to film in Detroit[image: External link] ended after Governor Rick Snyder[image: External link] issued a budget proposal that would eliminate a film tax incentive.[81] Three months later in March, Governor of Ohio John Kasich[image: External link] announced before Mayor Frank G. Jackson[image: External link]'s State of the City address that The Avengers would film in Cleveland[image: External link].[82]

Concept illustrator and designer of Iron Man's Mark VII armor Phil Saunders stated that "Joss Whedon was looking for something that had the 'cool' factor of the suitcase suit [from Iron Man 2], while still being a fully armored, heavy duty suit that could take on an army in the final battle." To that end, Saunders borrowed ideas that had been proposed in Iron Man 2 as well as some ideas that had been abandoned in Iron Man and merged them together in a modular suit that has big ammo packets on the arms and a backpack.[83] The Science & Entertainment Exchange[image: External link] also provided science consultation for the film.[84]

Casting reached its final stages the following year. In February 2011, Cobie Smulders[image: External link] acquired the role of Maria Hill,[34] after participating in screen tests conducted by Marvel for the role of a key S.H.I.E.L.D. member, who Samuel L. Jackson described as Nick Fury's sidekick.[33] Over the successive months, the film's cast expanded to include Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link],[37] Paul Bettany,[85] and Gwyneth Paltrow.[86] Paltrow was cast at Downey's insistence; prior to this, Whedon had not intended the film to include supporting characters from the heroes' individual films, commenting, "You need to separate the characters from their support systems in order to create the isolation you need for a team."[87]
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Principal photography[image: External link] began on April 25, 2011, in Albuquerque[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link],[88] with the working title[image: External link] Group Hug.[89] In June 2011, stuntman Jeremy Fitzgerald injured his head while attempting a stunt involving a 30-foot fall from a building after getting hit by an arrow. A Marvel spokesperson later told TMZ.com[image: External link] that despite the injury, Fitzgerald recovered and continued working on set.[90] The following month, secondary filming[image: External link] took place about an hour outside Pittsburgh[image: External link], Pennsylvania in the Butler area[image: External link].[91] A chase sequence was also shot in Worthington, Pennsylvania[image: External link] at Creekside Mushroom Farms, the world's largest single-site mushroom farm, which provided 150 miles of abandoned limestone tunnels 300 feet below the ground for filming.[92]

Production relocated to Cleveland, Ohio in August 2011, where filming transpired over a period of four weeks. The city's East 9th Street was chosen as a double for New York City's 42nd Street[image: External link] to be used in climactic battle scenes.[93] Army Reserve[image: External link] soldiers assigned to the Columbus, Ohio[image: External link]-based 391st Military Police Battalion[image: External link] provided background action during the battle scenes in Cleveland. Staff Sergeant Michael T. Landis stated the use of real soldiers made the scenes more realistic and helped portray the military in a more positive light, explaining that, "It's easy for us to make on-the-spot corrections to tactics and uniforms, the director actually took our recommendation on one scene and let us all engage the enemy as opposed to only the gunners in the trucks engaging".[94] Filming also took place in the large vacuum chamber[image: External link] at the NASA Plum Brook Station[image: External link] near Sandusky, Ohio[image: External link].[95] The station's Space Power Facility[image: External link] was used to portray a S.H.I.E.L.D. research facility.[96] A series of explosions were filmed at the Chevrolet[image: External link] powertrain plant in Parma, Ohio[image: External link] as part of the battle sequence that began in Cleveland.[97] Scenes from the film were also shot on Public Square[image: External link] and the Detroit–Superior Bridge[image: External link].[98] Public Square's southwest quadrant was turned into Stuttgart, Germany, for filming.[99]

Principal photography concluded in New York City, where filming occurred over two days.[100] Filming locations in New York City included Park Avenue[image: External link] and Central Park[image: External link].[101][102] For scenes taking place in Manhattan, visual effects supervisor Jake Morrison shot aerial footage for over three days to use as background plates, elaborating that his main objective was to "get as much aerial work in as possible for the audience to see the big expanses, the wide establishing shots, while also making sure that the effects work doesn't look too computer generated".[103] "We're getting much better at making entirely computer-generated environments," Morrison explained, "but there is no substitute for starting with a real image and adding what you need."[103]

Cinematographer Seamus McGarvey[image: External link] stated that he composed the frame with a 1.85:1 aspect ratio[image: External link] to cope with the varying heights of the main characters, explaining that "shooting 1.85:1 is kind of unusual for an epic film like this, but we needed the height in the screen to be able to frame in all the characters like Hulk, Captain America and Black Widow, who is much smaller. We had to give them all precedence and width within the frame. Also, Joss [Whedon] knew the final battle sequence was going to be this extravaganza in Manhattan, so the height and vertical scale of the buildings was going to be really important."[104] The film was McGarvey's first venture shooting with a digital camera, the Arri Alexa[image: External link].[104] The Canon EOS 5D Mark II[image: External link] and Canon EOS 7D[image: External link] digital SLR cameras[image: External link] were used for some shots,[105][106] and high-speed[image: External link] shots were captured on 35 mm film[image: External link] with the Arriflex 435[image: External link].[104] About his visual approach, McGarvey remarked, "Joss and I were keen on having a very visceral and naturalistic quality to the image. We wanted this to feel immersive and did not want a 'comic book look' that might distance an audience with the engagement of the film. We moved the camera a lot on Steadicam, cranes and on dollies to create kinetic images; and we chose angles that were dramatic, like low angles for heroic imagery."[104]
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In December 2011, Disney announced that the film would be converted[image: External link] to 3D.[107] Said Whedon, "I'm not a big fan of extreme long lens, talky movies – I like to see the space I'm in and relate to it, so 3D kinda fits my aesthetic anyway. And the technology has advanced so far in the past couple years." Whedon also said that "there definitely are movies that shouldn't be in 3D" but "The Avengers isn't obnoxiously 3D. There's no, 'Oh look, we're going to spend 20 minutes going through this tunnel because it's in 3D!' And no one is pointing at the screen the entire time. But it's an action movie. Things tend to hurtle toward the screen anyway".[108] In January 2012, it was reported that the film would be digitally remastered for IMAX 3D[image: External link] and open in IMAX theaters on May 4, 2012, the same day it opens in regular theaters. The film's IMAX release follows Marvel's IMAX releases of Iron Man 2 and Thor.[109]

In a May 2012 interview, Whedon said that it was his decision to include Thanos in a post-credits scene, although the character is not identified in the film. "He for me is the most powerful and fascinating Marvel villain. He's the great grand daddy of the badasses and he's in love with Death[image: External link] and I just think that's so cute. For me, the greatest Avengers [comic book] was Avengers Annual #7 (1977) that Jim Starlin[image: External link] did followed by Marvel Two-in-One Annual[image: External link] #2 (1977) that contained the death of Adam Warlock. Those were some of the most important texts and I think underrated milestones in Marvel history and Thanos is all over that, so somebody had to be in control and had to be behind Loki's work and I was like 'It's got to be Thanos.' And they said 'Okay' and I'm like 'Oh my God!'"[110] An additional coda involving the Avengers eating shawarma was shot on April 12, 2012, a day after the world premiere. Evans wore a prosthetic jaw while filming the scene to cover the beard he had grown.[111] Shawarma sales in Los Angeles, St. Louis, and Boston reportedly skyrocketed in the days following the film's release.[112][113][114] Whedon stated the inspiration for the shawarma scene came from the events surrounding the filming of the scene where Fred[image: External link] dies in Wesley[image: External link]'s arms in the Angel[image: External link] episode, "A Hole in the World[image: External link]". After filming the scene, Whedon and actors Amy Acker[image: External link] and Denisof, who portrayed Fred and Wesley, respectively, "went out for drinks and ended up just sitting around quietly, exhausted from the day's events," which Whedon then mimicked in the scene for the film.[115]

The film contains more than 2,200 visual effects shots completed by 14 companies: Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link] (ILM), Weta Digital[image: External link], Scanline VFX[image: External link], Hydraulx[image: External link], Fuel VFX, Evil Eye Pictures, Luma Pictures[image: External link], Cantina Creative, Trixter, Modus FX[image: External link], Whiskytree, Digital Domain[image: External link], The Third Floor and Method Design. ILM was the lead vendor and shared responsibility for creating many of the film's key effects, including the Helicarrier, the New York cityscape, digital body doubles, Iron Man and the Hulk. To create the on-screen Hulk, Ruffalo performed in a motion-capture suit on set with the other actors while four motion-capture HD cameras (two full body, two focused on his face) captured his face and body movements.[117] Jeff White[image: External link], ILM's visual effects supervisor, said, "We really wanted to utilize everything we've developed the last 10 years and make it a pretty spectacular Hulk. One of the great design decisions was to incorporate Mark Ruffalo into the look of him. So, much of Hulk is based on Ruffalo and his performance, not only in motion capture and on set, but down to his eyes, his teeth, and his tongue."[118]

ILM digitally recreated the vast majority of the New York cityscape used in the film. In total, ILM artists rendered an area of about ten city blocks by about four city blocks. To do this, ILM sent out a team of four photographers to take pictures of the area in a shoot that lasted 8 weeks.[117] Disney and Sony Pictures[image: External link] agreed for OsCorp[image: External link] Tower from The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] to be included in the film, but the idea was dropped because much of the skyline had already been completed.[119]

Weta Digital took over duties for animating Iron Man during the forest duel from ILM. Guy Williams, Weta's visual effects supervisor, said, "We shared assets back and forth with ILM, but our pipelines are unique and it's hard for other assets to plug into it. But in this case, we got their models and we had to redo the texture spaces because the way we texture maps is different."[118] Williams said the most difficult part was re-creating Iron Man's reflective metal surfaces.[117]

Scanline VFX completed the reveal shots of the Helicarrier, from the moment Black Widow and Captain America arrive on the carrier deck to the point where it lifts off. Evil Eye Pictures composited digital backgrounds into shots filmed against a greenscreen for scenes taking place inside the Helicarrier. Colin Strause of Hydraulx said, "We did the opening ten minutes of the movie, other than the opening set-up in space" including Loki's arrival on Earth and subsequent escape from the S.H.I.E.L.D. base. Luma Pictures worked on shots featuring the Helicarrier's bridge and incorporated the graphic monitor displays that were developed by Cantina Creative. Fuel VFX completed shots taking place in and around Tony Stark's penthouse at Stark Tower. Digital Domain created the asteroid environment, where Loki encounters The Other.[117] Method Design in Los Angeles created the film's closing credits. Steve Viola, creative director at Method Design, said, "This piece was a two-minute, self-contained main on end sequence created entirely in CG. For each of the shots in the sequence, we designed, modeled, textured, and lit all of the environments and many of the foreground objects. We received assets from Marvel to include in the piece, then heavily re-modeled and re-surfaced them to create a post-battle macro sequence. We also designed a custom typeface for the Main Title of The Avengers as well as 30 credits set in-scene."[118]
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Further information: The Avengers (soundtrack) and Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link]


In November 2011, Marvel announced that Alan Silvestri[image: External link], who scored[image: External link] Captain America: The First Avenger, would write and compose the score for The Avengers. Silvestri said, "I've worked on films where there have been a number of stars and certainly worked on films where there have been characters of equal weight in terms of their level of importance and profile in the film, but this one is somewhat extreme in that regard because each of these characters has their own world and it's a very different situation. It's very challenging to look for a way to give everyone the weight and consideration they need, but at the same time the film is really about the coming together of these characters, which implies that there is this entity called the Avengers which really has to be representative of all of them together."[120] Silvestri developed the score with the London Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] at Abbey Road Studios[image: External link] in London, England.[121] Whedon said, "The score is very old-fashioned, which is why [Silvestri] was letter-perfect for this movie because he can give you the heightened emotion, the [Hans Zimmer[image: External link]] school of 'I'm just feeling a lot right now!' but he can also be extraordinarily cue and character specific, which I love."[121]

In March 2012, American alternative rock[image: External link] band Soundgarden[image: External link] announced through its Facebook page that its song "Live to Rise[image: External link]" would be included on the film's soundtrack.[122] Additionally, the Indian rock band Agnee[image: External link] released a music video for its single "Hello Andheron", which serves as the theme song for the film's Indian release.[123] Hollywood Records[image: External link] released the soundtrack concept album[image: External link] inspired by the film, Avengers Assemble, on May 1, 2012, the same day as the score.[124]
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In February 2012, Disney announced that the film's title would be changed in the United Kingdom to avoid confusion with the British TV series of the same name[image: External link], as well as its 1998 film adaptation[image: External link]. This led to confusion over the film's actual title. Empire[image: External link] magazine reported that the film would be titled Marvel Avengers Assemble[125] while The Hollywood Reporter said that it would be called simply Avengers Assemble.[126] Marvel's UK website refers to the film as Marvel's Avengers Assemble,[127] although David Cox of The Guardian[image: External link], in arguing that it was one of the worst film titles ever, considered this to be an error in the production notes, albeit grammatically clearer.[128] According to the British Board of Film Classification[image: External link] and the Irish Film Classification Office[image: External link], the title is Marvel Avengers Assemble.[1][5] Frank Lovece[image: External link] in FilmFestivalTraveler.com addressed the discrepancy, writing, "The Avengers — formally titled Marvel's The Avengers onscreen, though no apostrophe-s appears on the posters..."[4] Producer Kevin Feige said there are only two words in the UK title, one more than in the U.S. title, and stated that "decisions like that aren't made lightly and there are lots of marketing research, lawyers and things that get into the mix on it".[129]

The film's world premiere was April 11, 2012, at Hollywood's El Capitan Theatre[image: External link].[130] The Avengers closed the 11th Annual Tribeca Film Festival[image: External link] with a screening on April 28, 2012.[131] The film received an expanded one-week theatrical push for the 2012 U.S. Labor Day[image: External link] weekend, increasing the number of theaters from 123 to 1,700.[132]
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The film was promoted at the 2010 San Diego Comic-Con International, during which a teaser trailer narrated by Samuel L. Jackson was shown followed by an introduction of the cast.[29] In June 2011, Marvel Studios announced that it would not hold a panel at the 2011 San Diego Comic-Con International after studio executives decided it was not prepared to compete with its own past and fan expectations with filming still in production.[133] In July 2011, a teaser trailer that was meant to be the post-credits scene of Captain America: The First Avenger was briefly leaked online. Entertainment Weekly speculated it came from a preview screening and described the footage as "shaky, fuzzy, flickering and obviously filmed on a cell phone".[134]

In August 2011, Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link], Pixar Animation Studios[image: External link] and Marvel Studios presented a look at Walt Disney Studios[image: External link]' upcoming film slate, which included The Avengers, at the D23 Expo[image: External link] in Anaheim, California[image: External link]. The presentation featured footage from the film and appearances by the cast members.[135] Later in August, Disney dismissed Marvel's executive vice president of worldwide marketing, vice president of worldwide marketing and manager of worldwide marketing to bring their functions in-house.[136]

In October 2011, Marvel Studios held a presentation at the New York Comic Con[image: External link] that featured new footage and a panel discussion including producer Kevin Feige and several cast members.[137] The first full-length trailer was also released in October. Comic Book Resources said, "The two-minute teaser handily establishes the movie's premise" and is "heavy on the assembling, but fans are also treated to plenty of action, as well glimpses [ sic[image: External link]] of Iron Man's new armor and, best of all, the new take on the Incredible Hulk. Naturally, Robert Downey Jr.'s Tony Stark gets the best lines".[138] However, The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] called it, "Awesome. Or it would be if we hadn't seen all of this before and expected every single thing that we saw in the trailer".[139] The trailer, which debuted exclusively on iTunes Movie Trailers[image: External link], was downloaded over 10 million times in its first 24 hours, breaking the website's record for the most-viewed trailer.[140] This record was surpassed by the trailer for The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link], which was downloaded more than 12.5 million times in its first 24 hours.[141] The trailer received 20.4 million views in the 24 hours after it debuted.[142] A second full-length trailer was released on iTunes in February 2012, reaching a record 13.7 million downloads in 24 hours.[143] The theatrical trailers of The Avengers appeared with many films, including Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol[image: External link], 21 Jump Street[image: External link] and The Hunger Games[image: External link].[144]

In January 2012, Marvel Studios held a global Twitter chat. The 30-minute live tweeting event featured writer/director Joss Whedon, cast members Samuel L. Jackson, Tom Hiddleston and Clark Gregg and a 10-second tease of the 30-second Super Bowl[image: External link] commercial that would air during Super Bowl XLVI[image: External link] in February.[145] According to the Los Angeles Times[image: External link], Disney paid an estimated $4 million for the 30-second spot.[146] On May 1, 2012, executives from Marvel Studios, along with actors Tom Hiddleston and Clark Gregg, rang the opening bell of the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] in honor of the film's theatrical release.[147]
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Further information: Marvel Cinematic Universe tie-in comics[image: External link]


In December 2011, Marvel announced that an eight-issue comic-book prelude to the film, written by Christopher Yost[image: External link] and Eric Pearson with art by Luke Ross and Daniel HDR, would be released in March 2012.[148] In February 2012, Marvel announced the release of a second limited series comic book tie-in, Black Widow Strikes written by Fred Van Lente[image: External link], who wrote Captain America: First Vengeance, the comic-book prequel to Captain America: The First Avenger. The story is set between Iron Man 2 and The Avengers and follows Black Widow as she runs down some loose ends from Iron Man 2.[149] Additionally, the title Avengers Assemble was launched in March 2012, written by Brian Michael Bendis with art by Mark Bagley[image: External link] and features the same Avengers line-up as the film battling a new incarnation of the supervillain team Zodiac.[150]
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Paul Gitter, Marvel Entertainment[image: External link]'s president of consumer products, commented that the build-up to the film helped strengthen retail partnerships: "Retailers have been less tolerant with [intellectual property] films, so we decided that if we started on this coordinated strategy several years ago, retailers would give us shelf space throughout the years and we would have a more sustainable position in the marketplace".[151]

In September 2011, set photos of Robert Downey Jr. driving a new model Acura[image: External link] were published online. An Acura spokesperson later released a statement confirming the company's involvement with the film, "As you may know, Acura has been in the Marvel Comics Universe films as the official car of their fictional law enforcement agency called S.H.I.E.L.D. That relationship continues for The Avengers. The open-top sports car that was photographed yesterday is a one-off, fictional car that was made just for the movie and will not be produced. That said, as you may also know, our CEO has said publicly that we are studying the development of a new sportscar, but we can't say any more about it at this time."[152] In December 2011, Acura announced that a new NSX[image: External link] styled along the lines of the concept[image: External link] built for The Avengers would be unveiled at the 2012 North American International Auto Show[image: External link].[153] A series of 10 S.H.I.E.L.D. SUVs[image: External link], based on the Acura MDX[image: External link] with modifications by Cinema Vehicle Services, were also made for the film.[154]

In February 2012, it was announced that Marvel has partnered with fragrance company JADS to promote The Avengers with character-based fragrances. The announcement was just ahead of the Toy Industry Association[image: External link]'s annual February exhibition, where representatives held a sampling booth of the products.[155] Other promotional partners include bracelet-maker Colantotte, Dr Pepper[image: External link], Farmers Insurance[image: External link], Harley-Davidson[image: External link], Hershey[image: External link], Land O'Frost lunchmeats[image: External link], Oracle[image: External link], Red Baron pizza[image: External link], Symantec[image: External link], Visa[image: External link] and Wyndham Hotels & Resorts[image: External link]. In total, Marvel and its parent-company Disney secured an estimated $100 million in worldwide marketing support for the film. Notable exclusions include Baskin-Robbins[image: External link], Burger King[image: External link] and Dunkin' Donuts[image: External link], who had partnered with Marvel in the past when their films were distributed by Paramount. Disney does not generally promote through fast food[image: External link] outlets.[156]
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A video game based on the film was planned for concurrent release. The game was to be a first-person shooter[image: External link]/ brawler[image: External link] for the Xbox 360[image: External link], PlayStation 3[image: External link], Wii U[image: External link], and Microsoft Windows[image: External link] and published by THQ[image: External link], with THQ Studio Australia[image: External link] developing the console versions and Blue Tongue Entertainment[image: External link] the PC[image: External link] version. After THQ closed both studios, the game was cancelled.[157] Intellectual property rights for an Avengers video game reverted to Marvel, which said it was exploring potential publishing and licensing opportunities.[158]

In May 2012, Ubisoft[image: External link] and Marvel Entertainment announced that they were partnering to develop a motion-controlled game titled Marvel Avengers: Battle for Earth for the Wii U and Xbox 360 Kinect[image: External link]. The game was inspired by the "Secret Invasion" storyline and features 20 different characters.[159] Marvel also announced a four-chapter mobile game[image: External link] titled Avengers Initiative, with one chapter focusing on each of Hulk, Captain America, Thor and Iron Man.[160]
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The film was released by Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link][161][162] on Blu-ray Disc[image: External link], Blu-ray 3D[image: External link], DVD[image: External link] and digital download[image: External link] on September 25, 2012 in the United States and as early as August 29, 2012 in various international markets.[163][164] Producer Kevin Feige said the Blu-ray features a new Marvel One-Shot[image: External link] titled Item 47 and "a number of deleted scenes and a few storylines that fell by the wayside during the editing process" including "a few more scenes with the S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Maria Hill, played by Cobie Smulders" and "some slightly different versions of Maria Hill and Nick Fury's interaction with the World Security Council".[165]

The film was also collected in a 10-disc box set[image: External link] titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase One – Avengers Assembled[image: External link]" which includes all of the Phase One[image: External link] films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe.[166] It was released on April 2, 2013.[167][168]

Some fans have criticized the UK DVD and Blu-ray release for omitting Joss Whedon's audio commentary, and for altering the scene involving Phil Coulson's death from the film's theatrical version.[169] Disney's UK division said the "less graphic depiction of Agent Coulson's confrontation with Loki" occurred because "[e]ach country has its own compliance issues relative to depictions of violence. Unfortunately, another region's elements were inadvertently used to create the UK in-home release".[169]

Upon its first week of release on home media in the U.S., the film topped the Nielsen VideoScan First Alert chart, which tracks overall disc sales, as well as the dedicated Blu-ray Disc sales chart with 72% of unit sales coming from Blu-ray, a record for a new release in which both the DVD and Blu-ray formats were released simultaneously.[162]
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The Avengers grossed $623.4 million in North America and $895.5 million in other countries, for a worldwide total of $1.519 billion.[3] It became the third-highest-grossing film worldwide[image: External link][170] as well as highest-grossing 2012 film[image: External link]. It is the highest-grossing comic-book[image: External link] adaptation, the highest-grossing superhero film[image: External link] and the second-highest-grossing film ever released by Walt Disney Studios.[171] The film's worldwide opening of $392.5 million is the fourth largest.[172] The Avengers also became the fifth film distributed by Disney[image: External link] and the twelfth film overall to earn more than $1 billion. It reached this milestone in 19 days, matching the record for speed previously set by Avatar[image: External link] and Deathly Hallows – Part 2.[173][174][175] Its grosses exceeded its estimated $220 million production cost 12 days after its release.[176] It was the first Marvel production to generate $1 billion in ticket sales.[177]
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The film became the third-highest-grossing film[image: External link],[170][178] the highest-grossing 2012 film,[179] the highest-grossing film distributed by Disney,[180][181] the highest-grossing superhero film and the highest-grossing film based on comics.[3] It opened Friday, May 4, 2012, on around 11,800 screens across 4,349 theaters, and earned $80.8 million, marking the second-biggest opening and second-biggest single-day gross.[182][183] The film's Friday gross included an $18.7 million midnight run, a record for a superhero film[184][185] Without midnight grosses, the film earned the largest opening-day gross ($62.1 million).[186][187] It also set a Saturday- and Sunday-gross record ($69.6 million and $57.1 million respectively).[188][189][190] In total, it earned a total of $207,438,708 for its debut weekend, setting an opening-weekend record[image: External link],[191] including an IMAX opening-weekend record of $15.3 million[192][193][194] and a record for opening-weekend grosses originating from 3D showings ($108 million).[190][195] The opening-weekend audience was evenly split among those under and over the age of 25, with 60% of the audience male, 55% couples, 24% families and 21% teenagers.[196] Earning $103.1 million on its second weekend, the film set a record for the largest second-weekend gross.[197] Other records set by the film include the biggest weekend per-theater average for a wide release ($47,698 per theater),[198] the fastest film to reach $100 million and each additional $50 million through $550 million,[197][199][200] and the largest cumulative gross through every day of release until, and including, its forty-third day (with the exception of its first day).[3][201] It was in first place at the North American box office for three consecutive weekends.[202] The film set a record for the highest monthly share, with its $532.5 million total (through May 31, 2012) accounting for 52% of the total earnings at the North American box office during May.[203]
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The following are records set by the film upon its theatrical release.



	Record title
	Record detail
	Reference



	Opening weekend for any film
	$207,438,708
	[204]



	Opening week for any film
	$270,019,373
	[205]



	Opening weekend, adjusted for ticket pricing
	$207.4 million
	[206]



	Theater average – wide release
	$47,698
	[198]



	3D gross during opening weekend
	$108 million
	
[190][195]




	IMAX gross during opening weekend
	$15.3 million
	[192]



	Second weekend for any film
	$103,052,274
	[207]



	Monthly share of domestic earnings
	May 2012, 52%
	[203]



	Highest cumulative gross
	2 – 43 days
	[208]



	Days to reach $100*, $150 million
	2 days*

	[209]



	Days to reach $200, $250, $300, $350, $400, $450 million
	3, 6, 9, 10, 14, 17 days respectively
	[209]



	Days to reach $500, $550 million
	23, 31 days
	
[200][209]




	May Opening
	$207,438,708
	[210]



	Opening weekend for a superhero film
	$207,438,708
	[211]



	Highest-grossing superhero film
	$623,357,910
	[212]





* While eight films have reached $100 million after two days, the film's gross by the end of the second day exceeded all of them.
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The film became the third-highest grossing film,[213] the highest-grossing Disney-distributed film,[214] the highest-grossing 2012 film,[215] and the highest-grossing superhero film.[174] It opened Wednesday, April 25, 2012, in 10 countries, earning $17.1 million.[216] It opened in 29 more countries on April 26 and 27, earning $73.1 million in three days.[217] Through Sunday, April 29, it earned an opening-weekend total of $185.1 million from 39 countries.[218] It was in first place at the box office outside North America for four consecutive weekends.[219][220][221] The film set opening-day records in New Zealand, Malaysia and Iceland, a single-day record in the Philippines, as well as both single- and opening-day records in Singapore and in Thailand. It also earned the second-highest-grossing opening day in Australia ($6.2 million), behind Deathly Hallows – Part 2, in Mexico, in the Philippines and in Vietnam.[144][216][217][222][223] It set opening-weekend records in many territories, including Mexico, Brazil, Ecuador, Bolivia, Taiwan, the Philippines, Hong Kong, the United Arab Emirates, Argentina,[224] Peru and Central America.[218][225][226][227] It also earned the second largest five-day opening in Australia ($20.2 million).[218][228]

In the UK, Ireland and Malta, the film earned £2.5 million ($4.1 million) on its opening day[229] and £15.8 million ($25.7 million) during the weekend,[230] setting an opening-weekend record for a superhero film.[223][231][232] It became the market's highest-grossing superhero film.[233][234] In Latin America, it became the highest-grossing film ($207 million)[235] and the first film to earn more than $200 million.[236] It also became the highest-grossing film in the Philippines, in Singapore and in Indonesia.[237][238]
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The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported a 92% approval rating with an average rating of 8/10 based on 320 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "Thanks to a script that emphasizes its heroes' humanity and a wealth of superpowered set pieces, The Avengers lives up to its hype and raises the bar for Marvel at the movies."[239] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film achieved an average score of 69 out of 100 based on 43 reviews, signifying "generally favorable reviews".[240] CinemaScore[image: External link] reported that audiences gave the film a rare "A+" grade.[241]

Todd McCarthy[image: External link] of The Hollywood Reporter gave a positive review of the film, remarking, "It's clamorous, the save-the-world story is one everyone's seen time and again, and the characters have been around for more than half a century in 500 comic book issues. But Whedon and his cohorts have managed to stir all the personalities and ingredients together so that the resulting dish, however familiar, is irresistibly tasty again."[242] To Rolling Stone[image: External link] journalist Peter Travers[image: External link], the film epitomized an exceptional blockbuster. "It's also the blockbuster," Travers said, "I saw in my head when I imagined a movie that brought together the idols of the Marvel world in one shiny, stupendously exciting package. It's Transformers with a brain, a heart and a working sense of humor."[243] Justin Chang of Variety wrote, "Like a superior, state-of-the-art model built from reconstituted parts, Joss Whedon's buoyant, witty and robustly entertaining superhero smash-up is escapism of a sophisticated order, boasting a tonal assurance and rich reserves of humor that offset the potentially lumbering and unavoidably formulaic aspects of this 143-minute team-origin story."[244] Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times complimented the film's frenetic pace,[245] while Roger Ebert[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] commented that it "provides its fans with exactly what they desire. Whether it is exactly what they deserve is arguable".[246] Conversely, A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times believed that "while The Avengers is hardly worth raging about, its failures are significant and dispiriting. The light, amusing bits cannot overcome the grinding, hectic emptiness, the bloated cynicism that is less a shortcoming of this particular film than a feature of the genre."[247]

The performances of several cast members was a frequent topic in the critiques. In particular, Mark Ruffalo's portrayal of Dr. Bruce Banner/the Hulk was well-received by commentators. Joe Neumaier opined that his performance was superior to the rest of the cast; "Ruffalo is the revelation, turning Banner into a wry reservoir of calm ready to become a volcano."[248] Similarly, The New Yorker[image: External link]'s Anthony Lane[image: External link] proclaimed Ruffalo's acting to be one of the film's highlights—alongside Downey.[249] The Village Voice[image: External link]'s Karina Longworth[image: External link] concluded: "Ruffalo successfully refreshes the Hulk myth, playing Banner as an adorably bashful nerd-genius who, in contrast to the preening hunks on the team, knows better than to draw attention to himself."[250] Travers asserted that the actor resonated a "scruffy warmth and humor" vibe,[243] while Turan felt that he surpassed predecessors Edward Norton and Eric Bana[image: External link] in playing the character.[245] Owen Gleiberman of Entertainment Weekly wrote that "the smartest thing the filmmakers did was to get Mark Ruffalo to play Bruce Banner as a man so sensitive that he's at war, every moment, with himself. (The film finally solves the Hulk problem: He's a lot more fun in small doses.)"[251]

Referring to Downey, Joe Morgenstein of The Wall Street Journal[image: External link]—despite complimenting Downey's performance—favored his work in Iron Man over his acting in The Avengers: "His Iron Man is certainly a team player, but Mr. Downey comes to the party with two insuperable superpowers: a character of established sophistication—the industrialist/inventor Tony Stark, a sharp-tongued man of the world—and his own quicksilver presence that finds its finest expression in self-irony."[252] Neumaier praised Evans, stating that he accurately conveyed his character's internal conflicts.[248]

Commentators appreciated the character development and dialogue. Associated Press[image: External link] reviewer Christy Lemire[image: External link] wrote that the script "sparkles as brightly as the special effects; these people may be wearing ridiculous costumes but they're well fleshed-out underneath."[253] Scott suggested that certain parts of the film permeated a charm that he felt was similar to the western film Rio Bravo[image: External link] (1959).[247] Longworth felt that while Whedon's script demonstrated the backstory of the characters, the film does not explore it "in a substantive way".[250]
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Main article: List of accolades received by The Avengers (2012 film)


The Avengers has garnered numerous awards and nominations, including an Academy Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Visual Effects[image: External link] and a British Academy Film Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Special Visual Effects[image: External link].[254][255] The film has also been nominated for three Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link],[256] thirteen People's Choice Awards[image: External link] (winning three),[257] eleven Teen Choice Awards[image: External link] (winning two),[258][259][260] six Saturn Awards[image: External link] (winning four),[261] and six VES Awards[image: External link] (winning two), as well as the 2013 Hugo Award[image: External link] for Best Dramatic Presentation Long Form.[262]
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Further information: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe films[image: External link]
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Main article: Avengers: Age of Ultron


A sequel, titled Avengers: Age of Ultron,[263] written and directed by Whedon,[264] was released on May 1, 2015.[265] Much of the cast returns, with the addition of Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link] as Scarlet Witch, Aaron Taylor-Johnson[image: External link] as Quicksilver[image: External link], Paul Bettany as Vision, and James Spader[image: External link] as Ultron.[266]
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Main articles: Avengers: Infinity War and Untitled Avengers film


Avengers: Infinity War and an untitled sequel will be directed by Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link], from a script by Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link].[267][268][269] Infinity War is scheduled to be released on May 4, 2018, with the sequel scheduled for May 3, 2019.[270]
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 Notes






	
^ As part of the deal transferring the distribution rights of The Avengers and Iron Man 3 from Paramount Pictures[image: External link] to the Walt Disney Studios[image: External link],[79] Paramount's logo appears in the films' opening titles, promotional materials and merchandise.[271] Nevertheless, Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link] is credited at the end of the film.

	
^ In an interview with Movieline[image: External link], producer Kevin Feige stated that the Tesseract is based on the Cosmic Cube from Marvel comics.[272] After Thor: The Dark World, in an interview with CraveOnline[image: External link], he stated that it was also the Space Infinity Stone[image: External link].[273]


	
^ Feige confirmed in an Empire[image: External link] magazine podcast[image: External link] that the "master" in the post-credits scene is Thanos.[274]
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Captain America: The Winter Soldier






"Captain America 2" and "The Winter Soldier (film)" redirect here. For the 1979 film, see Captain America II: Death Too Soon. For the 1972 documentary, see Winter Soldier (film)[image: External link].

Captain America: The Winter Soldier is a 2014 American superhero film[image: External link] based on the Marvel Comics character Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios[image: External link] and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link]. It is the sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger and the ninth film[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film was directed by Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link], with a screenplay by Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link], who had also written The First Avenger. It stars Chris Evans as Captain America, leading an ensemble cast[image: External link] that includes Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Sebastian Stan[image: External link], Anthony Mackie[image: External link], Cobie Smulders[image: External link], Frank Grillo[image: External link], Emily VanCamp[image: External link], Hayley Atwell[image: External link], Robert Redford[image: External link], and Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link]. In Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Captain America, Black Widow, and Falcon join forces to uncover a conspiracy within S.H.I.E.L.D. while facing a mysterious assassin known as the Winter Soldier[image: External link].

A major influence in The Winter Soldier was conspiracy fiction[image: External link] from the 1970s such as Three Days of the Condor[image: External link], with the script also drawing from the Winter Soldier story arc written by Ed Brubaker. The script was written in 2011, with the Russo brothers entering negotiations to direct in June 2012 and casting beginning the following month. Principal photography commenced in April 2013 in Los Angeles, California before moving to Washington, D.C. and Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]. While the directors aimed for more realism, with focus on practical effects[image: External link] and intense stunt work, 2,500 visual effects shots were done by six different companies.

Captain America: The Winter Soldier premiered in Los Angeles on March 13, 2014. It was released internationally on March 26, 2014, and in North America on April 4, 2014, in 2D, 3D[image: External link], and IMAX 3D[image: External link]. The film became a critical and commercial success, grossing over $714 million worldwide. It also received an Academy Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Visual Effects[image: External link]. A sequel titled Captain America: Civil War also directed by the Russo brothers was released on May 6, 2016.





TOP
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 Plot




Two years after the Battle of New York,[N 1] Steve Rogers works in Washington D.C.[image: External link] for the espionage agency S.H.I.E.L.D. under Director Nick Fury, while adjusting to contemporary society. Rogers and Agent Natasha Romanoff are sent with S.H.I.E.L.D.'s counter-terrorism[image: External link] S.T.R.I.K.E. team, led by Agent Rumlow, to free hostages aboard a S.H.I.E.L.D. vessel from Georges Batroc and his mercenaries. Mid-mission, Rogers discovers Romanoff has another agenda: to extract data from the ship's computers for Fury. Rogers returns to the Triskelion, S.H.I.E.L.D.'s headquarters, to confront Fury and is briefed about Project Insight: three Helicarriers linked to spy satellites, designed to preemptively eliminate threats. Unable to decrypt the data recovered by Romanoff, Fury becomes suspicious about Insight and asks senior S.H.I.E.L.D. official Alexander Pierce[image: External link] to delay the project.

On his way to rendezvous with Maria Hill, Fury is ambushed by assailants led by a mysterious assassin called the Winter Soldier[image: External link]. Fury escapes to Rogers' apartment, and warns Rogers that S.H.I.E.L.D. is compromised. Fury is gunned down by the Winter Soldier, before handing Rogers a flash drive[image: External link] containing data from the ship. Fury is pronounced dead during surgery, and Hill recovers the body. The next day, Pierce summons Rogers to the Triskelion. When Rogers withholds Fury's information, Pierce brands him a fugitive. Hunted by S.T.R.I.K.E., Rogers meets with Romanoff. Using data in the flash drive they discover a secret S.H.I.E.L.D. bunker in New Jersey, where they activate a supercomputer containing the preserved consciousness of Arnim Zola. Zola reveals that ever since S.H.I.E.L.D. was founded after World War II, Hydra has secretly operated within its ranks, sowing global chaos with the objective of making humanity willing to surrender its freedom in exchange for security. The pair narrowly escape death when a S.H.I.E.L.D. missile destroys the bunker, and realize that Pierce is Hydra's leader within S.H.I.E.L.D.

Rogers and Romanoff enlist the help of former USAF pararescueman[image: External link] Sam Wilson, whom Rogers befriended, and acquire his powered "Falcon" wingpack[image: External link]. Deducing that S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Jasper Sitwell is a Hydra mole[image: External link], they force him to divulge that Zola developed a data-mining algorithm that can identify individuals who might become future threats to Hydra's plans. The Insight Helicarriers will sweep the globe, using satellite-guided guns to eliminate these individuals. Rogers, Romanoff, and Wilson are ambushed by the Winter Soldier, who kills Sitwell. During the fight, Rogers recognizes the Winter Soldier as Bucky Barnes, his friend who was captured and experimented upon during WWII. Hill manages to extract the trio to a safehouse where Fury, who had faked his death, is waiting with plans to sabotage the Helicarriers by replacing their controller chips.

After the World Security Council members arrive for the Helicarriers' launch, Rogers broadcasts Hydra's plot to everyone at the Triskelion. Romanoff, disguised as one of the Council members, disarms Pierce. Fury arrives and forces Pierce to unlock S.H.I.E.L.D's database so that Romanoff can leak classified information, exposing Hydra to the public. Following a struggle, Fury kills Pierce. Meanwhile, Rogers and Wilson storm two Helicarriers and replace the controller chips, but the Winter Soldier destroys Wilson's suit and fights Rogers on the third. Rogers fends him off and replaces the final chip, allowing Hill to take control and have the vessels destroy each other. Rogers refuses to fight the Winter Soldier in an attempt to reach his friend, but as the ship collides with the Triskelion, Rogers is thrown out into the Potomac River[image: External link]. The Winter Soldier rescues the unconscious Rogers before disappearing into the woods. With S.H.I.E.L.D. in disarray, Romanoff appears before a Senate subcommittee and Fury, under the cover of his apparent death, heads to Eastern Europe in pursuit of Hydra's remaining cells. Rogers and Wilson decide to find the Winter Soldier, while Rumlow, who was a double agent[image: External link] for Hydra, is hospitalized following the Triskelion's destruction.

In a mid-credits scene, Baron Wolfgang von Strucker, at a Hydra lab, proclaims that the "age of miracles" has begun as scientists examine an energy-filled scepter[N 2] and two test subjects: one with superhuman speed[image: External link], the other with telekinetic powers[image: External link]. In a post-credits scene[image: External link], the Winter Soldier visits a Bucky memorial at the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link].
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 Cast





	
Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America:
A World War II veteran who was enhanced to the peak of human physicality by an experimental serum, frozen in suspended animation, and is now struggling to adjust to the modern world.[6] Describing his character's adjustment to the modern world, Evans said, "It's not so much about his shock with [technology]... It's more about the societal differences. He's gone from the '40s to today; he comes from a world where people were a little more trusting, the threats not as deep. Now, it's harder to tell who's right and wrong. Actions you take to protect people from threats could compromise liberties and privacy. That's tough for Steve to swallow."[7] Evans trained in parkour, Brazilian jiu-jitsu[image: External link], karate[image: External link], boxing, kickboxing, and gymnastics[image: External link], as the Russo brothers believed that bringing Rogers into the modern day also meant that he had studied and mastered modern fighting styles and techniques. The filmmakers also looked to make the character's shield, which has traditionally been used for defense, a more offensive weapon.[8]




	
Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow:
A highly trained spy working for S.H.I.E.L.D., who partners with Rogers.[9] Screenwriter Christopher Markus said that Black Widow was a "great contrast" to Captain America, describing her as "incredibly modern, not very reverent, and just very straightforward whereas Steve is, you know a man from the 40s. He's not a boy scout, but he is reserved and has a moral center, whereas her moral center moves."[10] The Russos added, "She's a character who lies for a living. That's what she does. He's a character who tells the truth. Give them a problem and they'll have different ways of approaching it. She's pushing him to modernize, and he's pushing her to add a certain level of integrity to her life."[11] When asked about Romanoff's relationship with Rogers, Johansson responded, "By a series of unfortunate encounters, they will be in a situation in which their friendship becomes more intimate. They share many similarities because they live on the defensive without relying on anyone. Also, the two have been working for the government throughout their professional careers. With their friendship they begin to question what they want and what is their true identity."[12]




	
Sebastian Stan[image: External link] as Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier:
Steve Rogers' best friend, who has re-emerged as an enhanced brainwashed assassin after being thought killed in action[image: External link] during World War II.[8][13] About the character, Feige said, "Winter Soldier has been methodically, almost robotically, following orders for 70 years."[14] Stan said despite his nine-picture deal with Marvel Studios including his appearance in The First Avenger, he was not sure about an imminent return for Bucky,[15] and only heard the sequel was named after the Winter Soldier through a friend attending San Diego Comic-Con.[16] The actor endured five months of physical training to prepare for the role and did historical research stating, "I dove into the whole Cold War[image: External link] thing. I looked at the KGB[image: External link]. I looked at all kinds of spy movies, and all kinds of documentaries about that time, and what it was about. I grabbed anything from that time period. Anything about brainwashing."[17] Stan also practiced daily with the knife used by the Winter Soldier.[18] Regarding Bucky's transition into the Winter Soldier, Stan said, "You know, the truth of the situation is although he looks very different and there's different things about him, it still comes from the same person. I think you'll get to see that no matter what. I think part of my goal here was to make sure that you see an extension of that version but just a different color of that same version in a way. I think he's still the same guy; he's cut from the same cloth."[19] Stan stated he felt the character's introduction in the film was "sort of like a preview of the guy," with more to the character being explored in The Winter Soldier sequel, Captain America: Civil War.[20]




	
Anthony Mackie[image: External link] as Sam Wilson / Falcon:
A former pararescueman[image: External link] trained by the military in aerial combat using a specially designed wing pack.[8] About the role, Mackie said "[Wilson is] a really smart guy who went through major military training and becomes a tactical leader."[21] Remarking, "He's the first African-American superhero. It makes me feel all the work I've done has been paying off. I have a son, nephews and nieces, and I love the idea that they can dress up as the Falcon on Halloween. They now have someone they can idolize. That's a huge honor for me."[22] Marvel, who cast Mackie because of his "energy and sense of fun,"[11] did not let him read a script before signing on.[23] Mackie spent five months doing two-a-day[image: External link] workouts and eating an 11,000 calorie[image: External link] per day diet to get into shape for the role.[24] Commenting on Rogers' relationship with Wilson, Evans said, "Meeting Mackie's character, he used to serve, now he works at the VA[image: External link] counseling guys who come home with PTSD[image: External link] — they connect on that level. I think they're both wounded warriors who don't bleed on other people. Cap has no one to bleed on. I think Mackie knows how to handle people like that. … Sometimes when things are bad, trusting a stranger is the way to go."[2]




	
Cobie Smulders[image: External link] as Maria Hill:
A high-ranking S.H.I.E.L.D. agent who works closely with Nick Fury.[25] Smulders said she performed some of her own stunts in the film, explaining, "I try to do my own stunts whenever I can. You're only allowed to do certain stunts. There is an amazing team of stunt people that do most of the work in this film. But, I studied a lot of tae kwon do[image: External link]. I also did a lot of training just with weapons because I'm not very comfortable around guns. I had to get comfortable because that's my character's thing... I like to get really physical so I feel empowered when I am on set and even though you don't see it on screen, maybe I am taking people out that you don't see off camera."[26]




	
Frank Grillo[image: External link] as Brock Rumlow:
Commander of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s counter-terrorism S.T.R.I.K.E. team.[27] About the character, Grillo said, "He is a bad-ass guy. [He] pretty much beats the shit out of everyone in the movie and that's really it."[28] Regarding Rumlow's alter ego, Grillo said, "Very early on the Russos said, 'Look, this is an origin film for this character. We're gonna discover who this is and this is a big movie with a lot of moving parts, but we're gonna discover you in this film and, you know, here's the information about who Brock Rumlow turns into and blah, blah, blah.' And so we've had multiple discussions about what comes after that, that thing. So, you know, it's obvious Rumlow is covered in rubble and burned to crisp at the end, but you see he's still there. They don't do that for no reason."[29]




	
Emily VanCamp[image: External link] as Sharon Carter / Agent 13:
A S.H.I.E.L.D. agent assigned to guard Rogers without his knowledge.[8][30] About the character, VanCamp said, "I play Agent 13 / Sharon Carter which everyone knows but we don't really touch on that in this film. We're just sort of introducing her. When we first see her we realize she's living next to Captain America... they sort of have a little thing going on and as we all know in the comic books they had a love affair off and on for years. They had a very complicated relationship. It's almost as if they are planting the seeds now. Sort of leaving room to go wherever they want to go with it."[28] Regarding her casting, Joe Russo said, "We wanted someone that Cap would have an immediate interest in. It had to be a strong-willed person, and we felt that Emily's work on Revenge[image: External link] was a great test tube for what this character could be. She's obviously very credible with physicality, she holds the screen really well, and she even looks like the character from the books."[31]




	
Hayley Atwell[image: External link] as Peggy Carter:
A retired officer with the Strategic Scientific Reserve and a co-founder of S.H.I.E.L.D., who is a former love interest of Steve Rogers.[32] On receiving the script, Atwell realized the character "would be 96, and I would be up to the eyeballs in prosthetics[image: External link]."[33] The visual effects team was not satisfied with the initial make-up used to make Atwell look older, and eventually resorted to aging her through CGI methods.[34]




	
Robert Redford[image: External link] as Alexander Pierce[image: External link]:
A senior leader within S.H.I.E.L.D.,[32] a member of the World Security Council and an old comrade of Nick Fury.[35] Redford was cast in part as an homage to his roles in 1970s thrillers such as Three Days of the Condor[image: External link],[36] and for what the directors described as "an acting legend playing a villainous role" akin to Henry Fonda[image: External link] in Once Upon a Time in the West[image: External link].[37] As to what attracted him to the film, Redford said it interested him by being different from his usual work,[38] and that he "wanted to experience this new form of filmmaking that's taken over where you have kind of cartoon characters brought to life through high technology."[39]




	
Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] as Nick Fury:
The director of S.H.I.E.L.D.[40] Regarding Fury's questionable code of ethics, Jackson said, "Almost everything that comes out of Nick Fury's mouth is a lie in some sense. He has to ask, is he even lying to himself, too? He has a very good idea of what's going on but his paranoia keeps him from believing some of it."[7] Jackson added, "You see Nick Fury the office guy, him going about the day-to-day work of S.H.I.E.L.D. and the politics as opposed to that other stuff. It's great to have him dealing with Captain America in terms of being able to speak to him soldier to soldier and try to explain to him how the world has changed in another way while he was frozen in time. Some of the people who used to be our enemies are now our allies – him trying to figure out, 'Well, how do we trust those guys?' or 'How do we trust the guys that you didn't trust who don't trust you?' And explaining to him that the black and white of good guys/bad guys has now turned into this gray area."[35] McFeely said, "Fury represents an obstacle for Steve in some ways. They don't always agree on how S.H.I.E.L.D. ought to be used."[11] The writers gave Fury a more prominent role in The Winter Soldier, since within a plot featuring S.H.I.E.L.D. being dismantled, Fury would "take the brunt of it". They also intended on having a character that had so far been depicted as a self-assured man in charge being depicted as vulnerable, to enhance the sense of danger of the Hydra conspiracy.[37]






Additionally, Toby Jones[image: External link],[41] Maximiliano Hernández[image: External link],[42] and Garry Shandling[image: External link][43] reprise their roles from previous Marvel Studios films as Arnim Zola, Jasper Sitwell, and Senator Stern, respectively. Georges St-Pierre[image: External link] plays Georges Batroc, a mercenary and a master of the French form of kickboxing known as savate[image: External link].[44][45] Callan Mulvey[image: External link] plays Jack Rollins[image: External link], a member of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s S.T.R.I.K.E. unit.[46][47] Chin Han[image: External link], Jenny Agutter[image: External link] (who previously appeared in The Avengers), Alan Dale[image: External link], and Bernard White[image: External link] appear as members of the World Security Council.[48][49] Comedic actors Danny Pudi[image: External link][49] and DC Pierson[image: External link][50] have small roles as a S.H.I.E.L.D. technician and an Apple Store[image: External link] employee, respectively. Gary Sinise[image: External link] narrates a Captain America-themed Smithsonian Institution[image: External link] exhibit, and Stan Lee cameos as a security guard there.[49] Winter Soldier creator Ed Brubaker makes a cameo as a scientist working on the Winter Soldier.[51][52] Co-director Joe Russo cameos as a doctor,[50] and Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely cameo as two S.H.I.E.L.D. interrogators. Thomas Kretschmann[image: External link], Henry Goodman[image: External link], Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link] and Aaron Taylor-Johnson[image: External link] appear, uncredited, as Baron Wolfgang von Strucker, Dr. List, the Scarlet Witch, and Quicksilver[image: External link], respectively, in the mid-credits scene.[53][54][55]
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In April 2011, before Captain America: The First Avenger was released in theaters, screenwriters Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link] announced Marvel had already hired the duo to work on the film's sequel.[57] In September 2011, Chris Evans said that a sequel may not be released until 2014.[6] In January 2012, Neal McDonough[image: External link], who played Dum Dum Dugan in Captain America: The First Avenger, mentioned that a sequel would likely be filmed after the completion of Thor: The Dark World, which would likely have been before the end of 2012.[58] By March 2012, Marvel whittled down the possible directors for the sequel to three candidates: George Nolfi[image: External link], F. Gary Gray[image: External link], and brothers Anthony and Joseph Russo[image: External link].[59] Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] announced the planned release of the sequel to Captain America: The First Avenger on April 4, 2014. Disney stated, "The second installment will pick-up where ... The Avengers leaves off, as Steve Rogers continues his affiliation with Nick Fury and S.H.I.E.L.D. and struggles to embrace his role in the modern world."[60] Markus later elaborated, "I think S.H.I.E.L.D. is the water [Rogers is] swimming in. It's definitely a Captain America movie. You know, if the first movie was a movie about the US Army, then this is a movie about S.H.I.E.L.D... You will learn about S.H.I.E.L.D. You will learn about where it came from and where it's going and some of the cool things they have."[11] In April, F. Gary Gray withdrew his name from consideration, choosing instead to direct the N.W.A[image: External link] biographical film Straight Outta Compton[image: External link].[61]
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McFeely said the writing process began in the middle of 2011, around the release of The First Avenger, with him and Markus "noodling on in hopes that there would be a second one and we did a lot of just throwing stuff at the wall and seeing what stuck".[62] The first few months of writing were a back and forth process with Marvel, but that after an outline was finished, the story did not change much.[63] They opted to set the story in the present day, and, after "experimenting with flashback elements for more period World War II stuff",[64] decided to abandon the flashbacks as "it became unwieldy."[62] The film would be "Cap versus the world we all live in today",[65] while averting excessive comedy regarding the hero's time displacement, as Markus considered the Captain "the most adaptive man on the planet."[62] The tone would be more grounded in reality despite the advanced technology to contrast the fantasy elements from both the first Captain America and The Avengers.[65] Despite that, the comic book origins guaranteed that the film would not have verisimilitude[image: External link].[37] This still proved a challenge in the reveal of Arnim Zola, that had to be extensively rewritten to convey how "this grounded espionage paranoid thriller suddenly screeches to a halt and you switch gears really quickly with this ghost in the machine[image: External link]" that introduces more science fiction elements.[66]

Markus and McFeely wanted to adapt Ed Brubaker's Winter Soldier storyline from the comics, which they described as "the tone of Cap’s modern franchise",[67] but it took the duo six months to convince themselves that they could do it.[16] In the meantime, while thinking how to progress from the war film[image: External link] tone of The First Avenger, the writers settled on the conspiracy genre[image: External link] for the screenplay, and cited Three Days of the Condor, The Parallax View[image: External link], and Marathon Man[image: External link] as influences, feeling it better conveyed Captain America's trust issues and contrasting values in the new world he was living in,[16] with Markus saying, "If you put that 1940s man into present day geo-politics everything is going to seem like a conspiracy. It's just going to seem dirty and underhanded and shifty, and people won't be telling the truth."[67] Three Days of the Condor in particular was used as the main source of the script structure, following the idea that the protagonist is being chased by a threat they, along with the audience, only discover halfway through the film.[37]

The writers felt this approach was similar to how Stan Lee reinvented Captain America in the 1960s and 1970s, with "the Captain dealing with all sorts of the same things that the country [was] dealing with– Vietnam[image: External link], Watergate and all that stuff–so he gets to have opinions on that", thus making the "guy who is ostensibly from the more black and white 1940s react to this ultimately grey world that we live in."[68] Marvel Studios president Kevin Feige[image: External link] described the film as a political thriller[image: External link],[69] and as the duo struggled to figure out a third act, Feige suggested that S.H.I.E.L.D. be brought down and have Captain America fight the agency. The writers thought this was a great story point, for implementing "the physical manifestation of Cap changing the world."[70] Markus even noted how the 1970s comics had similar conspiracies.[67] The Hydra reveal made sure to include returning characters among the undercover villains, as well as references to the comics such as Arnim Zola being kept alive as a machine.[65] Feige later elaborated on the political thriller nature of the film saying,


In our attempt to make all of our films feel unique and feel different we found ourselves going back to things like [Three Days of the Condor]. Also the other political thrillers of the '70s: The Parallax View, All the President's Men[image: External link]. This was a time that Cap existed in the comics. He found himself in the swinging '60s followed by the Watergate Era followed by the Reagan Era[image: External link] followed by where we are today. In the comics it was a hell of a journey for Steve. And we couldn't take him through those years because in our cinematic universe he was asleep. But we wanted to force him to confront that kind of moral conundrum, something with that '70s flavor. And in our film that takes the form of S.H.I.E.L.D.[71]



Feige stated that Steve Rogers would be paired with other characters from The Avengers like Black Widow and Nick Fury, because unlike Tony Stark and Thor, who could return to their own supporting casts, Rogers had nowhere else to go, "and it just made sense that he was the one that stayed with what remains of the Avengers at the end of the film."[72] The writers considered including Hawkeye, but "he didn't have enough to do and suddenly it seemed like we were giving him short shrift", leading all of his parts to be fulfilled by Black Widow,[67] and Joe Russo adding that Jeremy Renner[image: External link]'s schedule could not be worked out for him to appear.[73] As to why the Red Skull from The First Avenger did not appear in The Winter Soldier, Joe Russo explained, "I know we have a guy in a computer, but the tone we were chasing was sort of that conspiracy thriller. And we wanted to try and ground the movie as much as we could. And Red Skull, he's a fantastical character and didn't necessarily fit for Cap 2 and especially because it was about the fall of S.H.I.E.L.D. Certainly Hydra exists and that's his legacy, but there's something interesting about the fact that his legacy outlived the skull. And they're still dealing with the demons of it, but not necessarily him."[74]

Chris McKenna[image: External link], who worked with the Russo brothers on the sitcom Community[image: External link], contributed to the script by writing jokes for the film.[75]
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By June 2012, the Russo brothers entered negotiations to direct the sequel,[77] and Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] was confirmed to return as S.H.I.E.L.D. leader Nick Fury.[40] Feige sought out the Russos after watching the genre-parodying season 2 finale of Community[image: External link] which they directed,[78][79] and for the additional ideas they brought to the initial story pitch.[80] Joe Russo detailed that since the intent was for a political thriller, "all the great political thrillers have very current issues in them that reflect the anxiety of the audience." Thus the brothers opted to include references to drone warfare[image: External link], targeted killing[image: External link] and global surveillance[image: External link]. Joe even noted how during principal photography[image: External link], the issues became more topical due to the disclosure of several National Security Agency[image: External link] surveillance-related documents[image: External link].[81] At the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con International[image: External link], it was announced that the official title for the sequel was Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and that the Russo brothers would direct the film.[82] After signing on to direct, the Russo brothers met with Ed Brubaker to learn more about where the Winter Soldier character came from, his thinking and the themes behind the character.[83] In July 2012, Anthony Mackie[image: External link] entered negotiations to star as Falcon alongside Chris Evans in the sequel.[13] Sebastian Stan was also confirmed to be reprising his role as James Barnes.[13] By August 2012, Anna Kendrick[image: External link], Felicity Jones[image: External link], and Imogen Poots[image: External link] were being considered front-runners for a leading role in the film.[84]

In September 2012, Chris Evans stated that filming would begin in March 2013.[85] Evans also stated that Rogers' adjustment to the modern world, which was originally set to be included in The Avengers, would be better suited for Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[86] At the end of the month, The Greater Cleveland Film Commission announced that Captain America: The Winter Soldier would film in Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio after the production was approved for a $9.5 million tax credit[image: External link].[87] Producer Nate Moore said that after also serving as a location in The Avengers, Cleveland's government was helpful in providing large locations for filming, which "provided production value which we probably could not have built in a backlot." McFeely joked that while writing ambitious action scenes "I did not realize a great American metropolis would say 'Sure, shut down three miles of freeway and go to town'."[18] Portions of the film were also scheduled to be shot in California and Washington, D.C.[image: External link][87][88]

By October, Emilia Clarke[image: External link], Jessica Brown Findlay[image: External link], Teresa Palmer[image: External link], Imogen Poots, and Alison Brie[image: External link] were being considered for Rogers' love interest in the film,[9] and Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] was brought back to reprise her role as Black Widow[image: External link].[9] Later in the month, Frank Grillo[image: External link] was testing for the role of the villain Crossbones in the film,[89] and by the end of the month, Grillo closed a deal to portray the character and Cobie Smulders[image: External link] signed on to reprise her role as Maria Hill from The Avengers.[25]

In January 2013, Hayley Atwell[image: External link], who played Peggy Carter in Captain America: The First Avenger, said that she would not appear in the sequel.[90] However Stanley Tucci[image: External link], who played Dr. Abraham Erskine in the previous film, later said that Atwell would reappear in a flashback scene.[91] Also in January, Marvel Studios announced that the film would be released in 3D, and Anthony Mackie said filming would begin on April 1, 2013.[92][93] Later that month, Toby Jones[image: External link], who portrayed Arnim Zola in the first film, said that he would reprise the role in the sequel.[41] By the end of the month, stages were being built for a shoot at Raleigh Manhattan Beach Studios[image: External link] in Los Angeles[image: External link].[94]

In February 2013, Emily VanCamp[image: External link] entered negotiations to play a female lead in the film.[95] By March 2013, Maximiliano Hernández[image: External link] was signed to reprise his role as S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Jasper Sitwell from Thor and The Avengers and Robert Redford[image: External link] entered in talks to join the cast, as a high-ranking member of S.H.I.E.L.D,[42][96] which he later confirmed.[38] Toward the end of March, UFC[image: External link] fighter Georges St-Pierre[image: External link] was cast as a character based on the comics' Batroc the Leaper in the film.[44]

Captain America's uniform was altered from the ones seen in previous films, with a Kevlar-based ballistic component that would protect Captain America but at the same time function like a military uniform.[8] Joe Russo said, "We wanted to use his Super Soldier outfit from the [Steve Rogers: Super Soldier series] as a way to represent, thematically, his place in the world of S.H.I.E.L.D. and the difference between working for S.H.I.E.L.D. and being Captain America."[97] For the Falcon costume, the filmmakers were interested in adding more of a tactical design than was represented in the comic books, by including real-world webbing, straps and gear and stripping away the more comic book elements.[8]
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Principal photography[image: External link] began on April 1, 2013, at the Raleigh Manhattan Beach Studios in Los Angeles, under the working title[image: External link] Freezer Burn.[98] Scenes taking place on the "Lemurian Star" were filmed on the Sea Launch Commander[image: External link], docked in Long Beach, California[image: External link].[18] In early May, Dominic Cooper[image: External link] confirmed he would return as Howard Stark.[99] On May 14, 2013, production moved to Washington, D.C. with filming taking place at the National Mall[image: External link] and the Theodore Roosevelt Bridge[image: External link].[100] The following day, Garry Shandling[image: External link] was spotted on set reprising his Iron Man 2 role of Senator Stern.[43] Other filming locations in Washington, D.C. included the Willard Hotel[image: External link] and Dupont Circle[image: External link].[101]

Filming in Cleveland began on May 17 and was scheduled to last until mid-June with locations scheduled on the West Shoreway[image: External link], the Southerly Wastewater Treatment Plant in Cuyahoga Heights[image: External link] and the Lakeview Cemetery Dam.[102] Cleveland was chosen as a stand-in for Washington, D.C, with the city's East 6th Street doubling as 7th and D Streets in Southwest D.C.[image: External link][103] Other locations in Cleveland included the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland[image: External link], the Cleveland Public Library[image: External link], Cleveland State University[image: External link], the Cleveland Arcade[image: External link], Tower City Center[image: External link], the Cleveland Museum of Art[image: External link], and the Western Reserve Historical Society[image: External link].[103][104][105][106][107] Interior shots were also filmed inside private homes and the Pilgrim Congregational Church[image: External link] in Tremont[image: External link].[108] Filming in Cleveland concluded on June 27, 2013.[109]

Trent Opaloch[image: External link], best known for his work on District 9[image: External link] and Elysium[image: External link], was brought in as the director of photography[image: External link]. Opaloch stated that while attempting to emulate the 1970s thrillers that served as inspiration for the writers and directors, the staging and lighting tried to bring realism through "classic framing and naturalistic lighting", and the filming was done with hand-held cameras[image: External link]. To achieve this, Opaloch used Arri Alexa Plus 4:3[image: External link] cameras with Panavision[image: External link] anamorphic[image: External link] lenses and Codex Digital[image: External link] recorders.[110] Stunt work aimed for realistic action, prioritizing practical effects. The fight scenes were staged for months, with a choreography that aimed to highlight Captain America's superhuman qualities, and "move away from impressionistic action into specificity": the raid on the S.H.I.E.L.D. vessel had stealthiness as the Captain knocked out enemies to avert detection, and the freeway fight with Winter Soldier was more "last minute" to highlight the characters' struggle to survive.[18]

In contrast to the quick editing and moving cameras of modern action films, The Winter Soldier aimed to feature longer action scenes that felt more visceral and dangerous.[37] The Russos mentioned the bank robbing scene of Heat[image: External link] as a major influence, which they described as "the most intense eight minutes of filmmaking I've seen in a movie theater",[18] and action scenes directed by Brian De Palma[image: External link], such as the vault heist in Mission: Impossible[image: External link], where "very likable characters are put in impossible situations that the audience is put on the edge on how they'd escape". Examples of these types of scenes include the ambushes on Nick Fury in the street and Captain America in the elevator.[37]
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Additional photography was filmed in December 2013 and January 2014,[111] in order for the Russos to accurately show the state of each character after the defeat of S.H.I.E.L.D., having read the script of Avengers: Age of Ultron to guide their choices.[37] Joss Whedon[image: External link], director of The Avengers and Avengers: Age of Ultron, wrote and directed the mid-credits scene[image: External link],[112] which featured Quicksilver, the Scarlet Witch,[54] and Baron Wolfgang von Strucker.[53] The title sequences were created by design firm Sarofsky, who had worked with the Russos since Community. Sarofsky collaborated with comic book artist David W. Mack[image: External link] on the sequences.[113]

Anthony Mackie said the Russo brothers relied on minimal use of computer-generated imagery[image: External link], stating, "The Russos, what they did that was so great was, they wanted to stay with live action, which is a dying art form. If they can build it, they built it. If we could do it, we did it. They wanted to do as little CGI as possible. That's why the movie looks so great."[114] Nevertheless, six special effects companies are involved in creating the visual effects of the film, including Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link] (ILM), Scanline VFX[image: External link], Lola VFX, Luma Pictures[image: External link], Whiskytree and The Embassy[image: External link], with previsualization[image: External link] completed by Proof.[34] The film contained 2,500 visual effects shots, with 900 worked on by ILM.[115] The film featured extensive use of digital doubles[image: External link]. Russell Earl, ILM visual effects supervisor, said, "The character that we did the most work on was Falcon. We knew we were going to do CG wings. We also did some shots with wires and some with stunt doubles and head replacement. And we needed a very good digital double."[115]

Lola VFX, who worked on the pre-serum Steve Rogers scenes in this film and Captain America: The First Avenger, also worked on shots featuring an elderly Peggy Carter. This involved digitally transposing the facial features of an elderly actress onto the face of actress Hayley Atwell[image: External link] who had performed her lines with no make-up and only a few tracking markers.[34]

The Helicarriers in the film were completely digital. Earl said, "In [The Avengers] it was more like an aircraft carrier, now it’s an aircraft carrier with the addition of battle ship-sized guns. We were all over the carriers [with the virtual camera]. We were on the decks; we were flying next to them. We had a lot of close ups and different angles. And we didn’t just have one; we had three. On top of that, we had to destroy them all." This CGI environment was also used in close ups. Earl said, "The challenge was to get in all of the detail to make it feel like it is a real, working ship. We created details down to the railings and all the human-scale stuff. ... For the shots in which we were destroying them, we had to have the internals as well – the hallways, the storage areas."[115] Many of the shots of Washington, D.C. were digitally created due to numerous flight restrictions in the city[image: External link] which necessitated that locations be recreated by computer.[115] However, aerial footage of the city was filmed and used for live action plate photography for shots involving the Triskelion, which is located on Theodore Roosevelt Island[image: External link] on the Potomac River.[34]

350 different versions of the film were made, to accommodate for the different formats it would be released in domestically, while also accounting for international localization and formats. The versions had to be completed in 17 days, versus a normal turnaround time of three to four weeks for contemporary films, to make its theatrical release date.[116] One of the various changes for localization was the contents of Captain America's notebook list seen at the beginning of the film. The first five items were different depending on where the film was released, while the final five items were the same across all prints.[117] Marvel held online polls allowing fans to select the items featured in each country's release.[118]
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 Music




Main article: Captain America: The Winter Soldier (soundtrack)


In June 2013, Henry Jackman[image: External link] announced that he would compose the film's score[image: External link].[119] About the score Jackman said, "...it's 50% production and all the tricks I've learnt from spending years in the record industry but then it's also got the kind of injection of symphonic, thematic, heroic music that all kind of merges into one musical, and hopefully coherent piece".[120] A soundtrack album was released by Hollywood Records[image: External link] on April 1, 2014.[121]
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 Release




Captain America: The Winter Soldier was released in 32 markets on March 26, 2014[122][123] and in North America on April 4, 2014, in 2D, 3D[image: External link] and IMAX 3D[image: External link].[60][92] The film debuted on 668 IMAX screens worldwide, a record for films releasing in April.[124] The world premiere took place on March 13, 2014 at the El Capitan Theatre[image: External link] in Hollywood, California.[125] The Paris premiere occurred on March 17 at Le Grand Rex[image: External link],[126] the London premiere took place on March 20 at Westfield London[image: External link],[127] the Beijing premiere took place on March 24[128] and the Cleveland premiere took place on April 1.[129] Chris Evans and Scarlett Johansson auctioned off passes to one of the premieres for charity.[130]
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In July 2013, Marvel Studios released a teaser poster depicting a damaged and discolored Captain America shield.[131] The Los Angeles Times[image: External link] said, "the image suggests that [Captain America] might see some serious battle in the sequel" while Rolling Stone[image: External link] said, "the image hints at darker themes in the sequel".[132][133] Later that month, Marvel Studios head and producer Kevin Feige, directors Joe and Anthony Russo, and cast members Chris Evans, Scarlett Johansson, Samuel L. Jackson, Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie, Cobie Smulders, Emily VanCamp, and Frank Grillo held a panel at 2013 San Diego Comic-Con International and presented footage from the film.[134] In addition, Marvel had booths depicting a Smithsonian[image: External link]-type exhibit showing Captain America and the Howling Commandos from Captain America: The First Avenger.[135] At the end of the month, audiences were shown a glimpse of the film along with some of Marvel's other Phase Two slate of films at Disney XD's[image: External link] Disney Fandom event.[136]

In August 2013, Feige, Evans, Stan, and Mackie presented a clip of the film at Disney's D23 Expo[image: External link].[137] In September 2013, Marvel announced that it is again partnering with Harley-Davidson[image: External link], continuing their relationship from Captain America: The First Avenger, with Captain America riding the company's Softail[image: External link] Breakout motorcycle in the film.[138]

In October 2013, Marvel released the first trailer for Captain America: The Winter Soldier. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] said, "it looks like it'll live up to the 'political thriller' that's been promised for months now."[139] The Los Angeles Times said, "[the] trailer runs 2½ minutes and teases plenty of action, conspiracy and clever banter between Captain America and his S.H.I.E.L.D. colleagues, with a smattering of the previously released Comic-Con International and D23 footage."[140] The Los Angeles Times also noted that the day before the release of the trailer, the studio released "a teaser for a trailer."[141] The trailer received 23.5 million views in the 24 hours after its release.[142] In November 2013, Jed Whedon[image: External link], the co-creator of the television series Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., said that there are plans to reference events from the film into the show, stating, "Nick Fury is in [Captain America: The Winter Soldier], and S.H.I.E.L.D. makes an appearance, so we will definitely try to tee-up some stuff and probably play a little bit of the fallout from that film."[143]

In January 2014, Disney announced that in honor of the film, Captain America would be making appearances at Disneyland[image: External link].[144] The meet and greet experience opened March 7, 2014 and is called Captain America: The Living Legend and Symbol of Courage, located at Innoventions[image: External link] in Tomorrowland[image: External link].[145] Also in January, Marvel Comics released a prelude digital comic[image: External link] titled, Marvel's Captain America: The Winter Soldier Infinite Comic, written by Peter David[image: External link], with art by Rock-He Kim.[146] The comic sees the return of the "Zodiac", the mysterious weapon first seen in the One-Shot[image: External link] Agent Carter[image: External link], which has fallen into the wrong hands. Captain America, Black Widow, and Rumlow must track the weapon down and put it back in S.H.I.E.L.D. protection.[147]

The first televised advertisement for Captain America: The Winter Soldier aired during Super Bowl XLVIII[image: External link] on February 2, 2014. According to The Hollywood Reporter, Disney paid over $4 million per 30-second spot.[148] The Los Angeles Times said, "The clip promoting the April 4 release had a recognizably melancholy tone as Chris Evans' patriotic hero grapples with the moral ambiguities of the modern age."[149] Also in February, Gameloft[image: External link] announced that a mobile video game, titled Captain America: The Winter Soldier – The Official Game, would be released in conjunction with the release of the film in late March 2014 for iOS[image: External link] and Android[image: External link] platforms.[150] A few days later General Motors[image: External link] announced that Chevrolet[image: External link] partnered with Marvel Entertainment and provided a specially designed Corvette Stingray C7[image: External link] for use by the Black Widow in the film. The vehicle debuted at the 2014 Chicago Auto Show[image: External link], where fans received limited-edition Captain America comic books.[151] Evans was named the grand marshal of the 2014 Daytona 500[image: External link] to promote the film's release.[152] Later in the month, a 30-second television spot received "a lot of attention on social media" for a line featured in the clip. The line, which was said by Captain America, suggests that Nick Fury would die in the film. The Hollywood Reporter noted that it all seemed "a bit too obvious", noting the fact that Jackson, who plays Fury, is reprising the role in Avengers: Age of Ultron, although pointing out that it could be in a postmortem flashback appearance.[153]

In March 2014, Marvel released the Captain America Experience app[image: External link], that allowed fans to capture a pictures of themselves with Captain America, and let them share it on Instagram[image: External link] and Twitter[image: External link] using specific hashtags[image: External link] to unlock 10 early screenings of the film across the United States,[154] which took place on March 20.[155] On March 18, ABC[image: External link] aired a one-hour television special[image: External link] titled, Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe, which included a sneak peek of Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[156] On April 1, 2014, Evans and Stan rang the opening bell of the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] in honor of the film's theatrical release.[157] Jackson appeared in advertisements for Sky Broadband[image: External link].[158]
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 Home media




Captain America: The Winter Soldier was released by Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link] for digital download[image: External link] on August 19, 2014 and on Blu-ray[image: External link], Blu-ray 3D[image: External link], and DVD[image: External link] on September 9, 2014. The physical media releases include behind-the-scenes featurettes, audio commentary, deleted scenes, and a blooper reel.[159]

The film was also collected in a 13-disc box set[image: External link], titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase Two Collection[image: External link]", which includes all of the Phase Two[image: External link] films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. It was released on December 8, 2015.[160]
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 Box office




Captain America: The Winter Soldier earned $259.8 million in North America and $454.5 million in other territories for a worldwide total of $714.3 million.[3] It became the seventh-highest-grossing film of 2014 worldwide.[161] Deadline.com[image: External link] calculated the net profit for the film to be $166.2 million, when factoring together "production budgets, P&A, talent participations and other costs, with box office grosses, and ancillary revenues from VOD to DVD and TV," placing it ninth on their list of 2014's "Most Valuable Blockbusters".[162]

Captain America: The Winter Soldier made $10.2 million in Thursday night showings, more than double the midnight gross of its predecessor.[163] It set an April single-day[164] ($36.9 million)[165] and April opening-weekend record ($95.0 million), while its opening weekend was a 46% increase over its predecessor.[166] The film held the number one spot at the box office for three consecutive weekends,[167][168] before being overtaken by The Other Woman[image: External link] in its fourth weekend.[169] It achieved the largest total gross among films released in the month of April.[170] At the end of its theatrical run, the film became the fourth highest-grossing film of 2014 behind American Sniper[image: External link], The Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 1[image: External link], and Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link].[171]

Captain America: The Winter Soldier topped the box office on its opening weekend with $75.2 million from 32 overseas markets.[123] The film debuted at number one in many territories, including Australia, China, and Russia[172] and set a 3-day opening-weekend record in China among Disney films,[166] with $38.81 million.[172] It topped the box office outside North America on two consecutive weekends,[166] followed by two weeks in second, behind Rio 2[image: External link].[173][174]
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The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported an 89% approval rating with an average rating of 7.6/10 based on 266 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "Suspenseful and politically astute, Captain America: The Winter Soldier is a superior entry in the Avengers canon and is sure to thrill Marvel diehards."[175] Metacritic[image: External link], which uses a weighted average[image: External link], assigned a score of 70 out of 100 based on 47 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[176] CinemaScore[image: External link] audiences gave Captain America: The Winter Soldier an "A" grade rating on an A+ to F scale.[177]

Todd McCarthy[image: External link] of The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] said the film "takes the bold (for Marvel) step of reducing CGI spectacle to a relative minimum in favor of reviving the pleasures of hard-driving old-school action, surprising character development and intriguing suspense."[178] Scott Foundas of Variety[image: External link] said it is "chockfull of the breathless cliffhangers dictated by the genre, but equally rich in the quiet, tender character moments that made the first film unique among recent Marvel fare."[179] Richard Roeper[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] said, "While not on a par with The Avengers or the first and third Iron Man movies, this is another rock-solid chapter in the big-screen story of Marvel."[180] Owen Gleiberman[image: External link] of Entertainment Weekly noted the topicality of the film, stating, "Captain America: The Winter Soldier is the first superhero film since the terrorist-inflected The Dark Knight[image: External link] that plugs you right into what's happening now."[181] Ty Burr[image: External link] of The Boston Globe[image: External link] said the film "delivers all the 3D CGI mayhem audiences have come to expect from the Marvel entertainment juggernaut, but there’s darkness and confusion just under its comic-book surface."[182] Joe Morgenstern[image: External link] of The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] said, "What makes The Winter Soldier so enjoyable, and what will make it so profitable, is its emotional bandwidth—all the vivid, nuanced life lived by its characters in between their frenzied escapades," and felt it fixed all the shortcomings of The First Avenger "and then some".[183]

Conversely, Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] said, "[Captain America: The Winter Soldier] is everything a big budget superhero film should be – except inspired."[184] Manohla Dargis[image: External link] of The New York Times said, "Like many others of its type, [Captain America: The Winter Soldier] gets off to a kinetic start only to lose steam before blowing everything up."[185] Robbie Collin[image: External link] of The Daily Telegraph[image: External link] said, "You can't help but feel disappointment that a film with a relatively spicy premise becomes, in the end, so risk-averse."[186] Mick LaSalle[image: External link] of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] said the film "has the usual overlong running time [for the comic book superhero genre], the halfhearted feints in the direction of human feeling and the obligatory action sequences that are big without being either exciting or particularly legible."[187] Joe Williams of the St. Louis Post Dispatch[image: External link] felt "On paper this sequel has some promising elements, but on screen it retreats from the very issues that it raises, and on a shelf next to Captain America: The First Avenger, The Winter Soldier is pale."[188] Jake Coyle of the Associated Press[image: External link] said the film's biggest misstep was the handling of Stan's Winter Soldier, and that it was "getting difficult to tell the Marvel movies apart".[189]
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 Accolades






	Year
	Award / Film Festival
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref(s)



	2014
	Golden Trailer Awards[image: External link]
	Best Action
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	Nominated
	[190]



	Best Action TV Spot
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	Won



	Best Music TV Spot
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	Nominated
	[191]



	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Chris Evans
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Actress: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Chemistry
	Chris Evans and Anthony Mackie[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Liplock
	Chris Evans and Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Scene Stealer[image: External link]
	Anthony Mackie[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Young Hollywood Awards[image: External link]
	Super Superhero
	Chris Evans
	Nominated
	[192]



	2015
	Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Action Movie[image: External link]
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	Nominated
	[193]



	Best Actor in an Action Movie[image: External link]
	Chris Evans
	Nominated



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	Nominated
	[194]



	Favorite Movie Actress
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Duo
	Chris Evans and Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Action Movie
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	Nominated



	Favorite Action Movie Actor
	Chris Evans
	Won



	Favorite Action Movie Actress
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Academy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Dan DeLeeuw[image: External link], Russell Earl[image: External link], Bryan Grill[image: External link] and Dan Sudick[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[195]



	Art Directors Guild Awards[image: External link]
	Best Production Design for a Fantasy Film[image: External link]
	Peter Wenham
	Nominated
	



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comic-to-Film Motion Picture
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	Nominated
	[196]



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Joe Russo and Anthony Russo[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Writing[image: External link]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Chris Evans
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Anthony Mackie[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Music[image: External link]
	Henry Jackman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Jeffrey Ford[image: External link] and Matthew Schmidt
	Nominated



	Best Production Design
	Peter Wenham
	Nominated



	Best Special Effects[image: External link]
	Dan DeLeeuw[image: External link], Russell Earl[image: External link], Bryan Grill[image: External link], and Dan Sudick[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Empire Awards[image: External link]
	Best Thriller[image: External link]
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	Nominated
	[197]



	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Fight
	Chris Evans vs. Sebastian Stan[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[198]



	Best Kiss
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] and Chris Evans
	Nominated
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 Sequel




Main article: Captain America: Civil War


Further information: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe films[image: External link]


Captain America: Civil War was released on May 6, 2016, and again is directed by the Russo brothers.[199][200] Evans, Johansson, Stan, Mackie, VanCamp and Grillo reprise their roles from The Winter Soldier[201][202] and they are joined by Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link] as Tony Stark / Iron Man, Paul Bettany[image: External link] as Vision, Jeremy Renner[image: External link] as Clint Barton / Hawkeye, Don Cheadle[image: External link] as James "Rhodey" Rhodes / War Machine, Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link] as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch, Paul Rudd[image: External link] as Scott Lang / Ant-Man[image: External link], and William Hurt[image: External link] as Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross[image: External link],[203] all reprising roles from previous MCU films.
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 See also





	List of films featuring surveillance[image: External link]

	List of films featuring drones[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ As depicted in the 2012 film The Avengers.[4]


	
^ Kevin Feige[image: External link] confirmed that the scepter seen at the end of the film is the scepter used by Loki in The Avengers.[5]
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Avengers: Age of Ultron






Avengers: Age of Ultron is a 2015 American superhero film[image: External link] based on the Marvel Comics superhero team the Avengers, produced by Marvel Studios[image: External link] and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link]. It is the sequel to 2012's The Avengers and the eleventh film[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film was written and directed by Joss Whedon[image: External link] and features an ensemble cast[image: External link] that includes Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link], Chris Hemsworth[image: External link], Mark Ruffalo[image: External link], Chris Evans, Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Jeremy Renner[image: External link], Don Cheadle[image: External link], Aaron Taylor-Johnson[image: External link], Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link], Paul Bettany[image: External link], Cobie Smulders[image: External link], Anthony Mackie[image: External link], Hayley Atwell[image: External link], Idris Elba[image: External link], Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link], James Spader[image: External link], and Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link]. In Avengers: Age of Ultron, the Avengers fight Ultron, an artificial intelligence obsessed with causing human extinction.

The sequel was announced in May 2012, after the successful release of The Avengers. Whedon, the director of the first film, was brought back on board in August and a release date was set. By April 2013, Whedon had completed a draft of the script, and casting began in June with the re-signing of Downey. Second unit[image: External link] filming began in February 2014 in South Africa[image: External link] with principal photography[image: External link] taking place between March and August 2014. The film was primarily shot at Shepperton Studios[image: External link] in Surrey[image: External link], England[image: External link], with additional footage filmed in Italy[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link], Bangladesh[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], and various locations around England. While in post production[image: External link], the film was converted to 3D[image: External link] and over 3,000 visual effects[image: External link] shots were added.

Avengers: Age of Ultron premiered in Los Angeles on April 13, 2015, and was released on May 1, 2015, in North America, in 3D and IMAX 3D[image: External link]. The film received positive reviews from critics and grossed over $1.4 billion worldwide, making it the seventh-highest-grossing film in history[image: External link] and the fourth-highest-grossing film of 2015[image: External link]. A sequel, Avengers: Infinity War, is scheduled to be released on May 4, 2018, and another untitled sequel is scheduled for May 3, 2019.





TOP
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 Plot




In the Eastern European[image: External link] country of Sokovia, the Avengers – Tony Stark, Steve Rogers, Thor, Bruce Banner, Natasha Romanoff, and Clint Barton – raid a Hydra facility commanded by Baron Wolfgang von Strucker, who has been experimenting on humans using the scepter previously wielded by Loki. They encounter two of Strucker's test subjects – twins Pietro Maximoff[image: External link], who has superhuman speed, and Wanda Maximoff, who can manipulate minds and project energy – and apprehend Strucker, while Stark retrieves Loki's scepter.

Stark and Banner discover an artificial intelligence[image: External link] within the scepter's gem, and secretly use it to complete Stark's "Ultron" global defense program. The unexpectedly sentient Ultron, believing he must eradicate humanity to save Earth, eliminates Stark's A.I. J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link] and attacks the Avengers at their headquarters. Escaping with the scepter, Ultron uses the resources in Strucker's Sokovia base to upgrade his rudimentary body and build an army of robot drones. Having killed Strucker, he recruits the Maximoffs, who hold Stark responsible for their parents' deaths by his weapons, and go to the base of arms dealer Ulysses Klaue to obtain Wakandan vibranium. The Avengers attack Ultron and the Maximoffs, but Wanda subdues them with haunting visions, causing the Hulk (Banner) to rampage until Stark stops him with his anti-Hulk armor.1

A worldwide backlash over the resulting destruction, and the fears Wanda's hallucinations incited, send the team into hiding at a safehouse. Thor departs to consult with Dr. Erik Selvig[image: External link] on the meaning of the apocalyptic future he saw in his hallucination, while Romanoff and Banner plan to flee together after realizing a mutual attraction. However, Nick Fury arrives and encourages the team to form a plan to stop Ultron. In Seoul[image: External link], Ultron forces the team's friend Dr. Helen Cho to use her synthetic-tissue technology, together with vibranium and the scepter's gem, to perfect a new body for him. As Ultron uploads himself into the body, Wanda is able to read his mind; discovering his plan for human extinction, the Maximoffs turn against Ultron. Rogers, Romanoff, and Barton find Ultron and retrieve the synthetic body, but Ultron captures Romanoff.

The Avengers fight amongst themselves when Stark secretly uploads J.A.R.V.I.S. – who is still operational after hiding from Ultron inside the Internet – into the synthetic body. Thor returns to help activate the body, explaining that the gem on its brow – one of the six Infinity Stones[image: External link], the most powerful objects in existence – was part of his vision. This "Vision" and the Maximoffs accompany the Avengers to Sokovia, where Ultron has used the remaining vibranium to build a machine to lift a large part of the capital city skyward, intending to crash it into the ground to cause global extinction. Banner rescues Romanoff, who awakens the Hulk for the battle. The Avengers fight Ultron's army while Fury arrives in a Helicarrier with Maria Hill, James Rhodes and S.H.I.E.L.D. agents to evacuate civilians. Pietro dies when he shields Barton from gunfire, and a vengeful Wanda abandons her post to destroy Ultron's primary body, which allows one of his drones to activate the machine. The city plummets, but Stark and Thor overload the machine and shatter the landmass. In the aftermath, the Hulk, unwilling to endanger Romanoff by being with her, departs in a Quinjet[image: External link], while the Vision confronts Ultron's last remaining body.

Later, with the Avengers having established a new base run by Fury, Hill, Cho, and Selvig, Thor returns to Asgard to learn more about the forces he suspects have manipulated recent events. As Stark leaves and Barton retires, Rogers and Romanoff prepare to train new Avengers: Rhodes, the Vision, Sam Wilson, and Wanda.

In a mid-credits scene[image: External link], Thanos, dissatisfied by the failures of his pawns, dons a gauntlet2 and vows to retrieve the Infinity Stones himself.
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Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link] as Tony Stark / Iron Man:
The benefactor[image: External link] of the Avengers,[4][5][6] who is a self-described genius, billionaire, playboy, and philanthropist with electromechanical suits of armor of his own invention.[7] On how his character evolves after the events of Iron Man 3, Downey said, "I think he realizes that tweaking and making all the suits in the world—which is what he has been doing—still didn't work for that thing of his tour of duty that left him a little PTSD[image: External link]. So his focus is more on how can we make it so that there's no problem to begin with. That, you know, there's a bouncer at our planet's rope. That's the big idea."[8]




	
Chris Hemsworth[image: External link] as Thor:
An Avenger and the crown prince[image: External link] of Asgard, based on the Norse mythological[image: External link] deity of the same name.[9] Regarding Thor's place in the film, Hemsworth stated that as Thor has remained on Earth since Thor: The Dark World, and has begun to feel at home here, he considers Ultron's threat a personal attack.[10] Hemsworth stated that he had to work harder to bring new elements to the character to avoid repeating himself saying, "It gave us room to kind of make him a little more grounded and human and have him in some civilian clothes and mixing it up at a party."[11] Hemsworth noted that Thor's motivations in this film were completely different, as it was the first MCU film where he did not play against Tom Hiddleston[image: External link]'s character of Loki.[6]




	
Mark Ruffalo[image: External link] as Bruce Banner / Hulk:
An Avenger and a genius scientist who, because of exposure to gamma radiation[image: External link], transforms into a monster when enraged or agitated.[12] To prepare for the role, Ruffalo worked with motion capture[image: External link] performer Andy Serkis[image: External link]' The Imaginarium Studios[image: External link].[13] He stated that his character had grown since the previous film and was "a bit more complex".[14] Ruffalo explained that a confrontation is brewing between Banner and the Hulk saying, "There's a very cool thing happening: Hulk is as afraid of Banner as Banner is afraid of Hulk.. and they have got to come to peace somehow with each other."[15] While filming in London[image: External link], Ruffalo said that Whedon still had not given him any of the Hulk's lines.[16] Whedon later explained that he writes the Hulk's dialogue spontaneously, saying, "What makes the Hulk so hard to write is that you're pretending he's a werewolf when he's a superhero. You want it vice versa... So the question is, how has he progressed? How can we bring changes on what the Hulk does? And that's not just in the screenplay, that's moment to moment."[17]




	
Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America:
The leader of the Avengers[4][6] and a World War II veteran, who was enhanced to the peak of human physicality by an experimental serum and frozen in suspended animation before waking up in the modern world.[18][19] Evans stated that since the fall of S.H.I.E.L.D. in Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Rogers has been left to depend on his Avenger teammates without the structure of military life and is now "looking to understand where he belongs, not just as a soldier, as Captain America, but as Steve Rogers, as a person."[11] Evans said that he was able to maintain the strength he built up for Captain America: The Winter Soldier by working out up to an hour a day.[20] Regarding Captain America's fighting style, Evans felt he did not want to take a step back from the skills shown in The Winter Soldier, making sure Rogers' fight style advanced, showing "a consistent display of strength" and having Rogers utilizing his environment.[21]




	
Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow:
An Avenger who formerly worked for S.H.I.E.L.D. as a highly trained spy.[22] Producer Kevin Feige[image: External link] stated that more of the character's backstory is explored in the film.[23] Johansson elaborated, "In Avengers 2 we go back... we definitely learn more about Widow's backstory, and we get to find out how she became the person you see. All of these characters have deep, dark pasts, and I think that the past catches up to some of us a little bit."[24] Regarding where the film picks up Widow's story, Johansson felt it was a continuation of what was seen for her character in The Winter Soldier, with the fact that "'[Widow] never made an active choice. [She's] a product of other people's imposition.' That's going to catch up with her. That's bound to have a huge effect. There's got to be a result of that realization... You'll see her actively making some choices in her life, for better or worse."[25] A mixture of close-ups, concealing costumes, stunt doubles and visual effects were used to help hide Johansson's pregnancy during filming.[26]




	
Jeremy Renner[image: External link] as Clint Barton / Hawkeye:
An Avenger and master archer[image: External link] who previously worked as an agent for S.H.I.E.L.D.[27] Whedon said that Hawkeye interacts more with the other characters in the film, as opposed to the first film where the character had been "possessed pretty early by a bad guy and had to walk around all scowly."[28] As the character did not appear in any other of Marvel's Phase Two films[image: External link], Whedon stated Age of Ultron sheds light on to what the character was doing since the end of The Avengers.[17] Renner described the character as "kind of a loner" and "a team player only 'cause he sort of has to be. He's not really a company man. Captain America can be that guy. In [Age of Ultron] you'll understand why [Hawkeye] thinks the way he thinks."[21]




	
Don Cheadle[image: External link] as James "Rhodey" Rhodes / War Machine: An officer in the U.S. Air Force[image: External link] and Tony Stark's close personal friend who operates the War Machine armor.[29][30]


	
Aaron Taylor-Johnson[image: External link] as Pietro Maximoff / Quicksilver[image: External link]:
The twin brother of the Scarlet Witch, who can move at superhuman speed[image: External link].[31] Taylor-Johnson felt Pietro was defined by the fact that he and his sister were abandoned by their family, and they both had to grow up "in Eastern Europe defending and looking out for themselves and each other," that they both look to the other for guidance. Taylor-Johnson also said that Quicksilver was "very overprotective" of Scarlet Witch and has "real anger frustration", which results in him being easily bored because of a short attention span.[32] Feige stated exploring Quicksilver's relationship with his sister and his backstory growing up in Eastern Europe would help differentiate the character from Evan Peters[image: External link]' version in X-Men: Days of Future Past[image: External link] (2014).[33] Taylor-Johnson stated that the running style for Quicksilver went through multiple iterations, saying, "The running style we tested early on was just very one-dimensional and boring to look at, but if you try to do free running, like parkour, then that's very much Captain America's style... You have to find your own place in the stunt world."[6] Much of Taylor-Johnson's scenes were filmed outdoors to give "life" to his running, as opposed to running indoors in front of a green screen.[34]




	
Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link] as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch:
The twin sister of Quicksilver, who can engage in hypnosis[image: External link] and telekinesis[image: External link].[31][35] Olsen felt Wanda was "overly stimulated" rather than "mentally insane" because "she has such a vast amount of knowledge that she's unable to learn how to control it. No one taught her how to control it properly... she can connect to this world and parallel worlds at the same time, and parallel times."[35] Describing her character's mind control powers, Olsen said that the character is able to do more than manipulating someone's mind, with Scarlet Witch able to "feel and see what they feel and see" by projecting visions that they have never seen. Olsen expanded saying, "What I love about her is that, in so many superhero films, emotions are kind of negated a bit, but for her everything that someone else could feel—like their weakest moments—she physically goes through that same experience with them, which is pretty cool."[36] Olsen drew on her relationship with her older brother and her sisters[image: External link] to prepare for the role,[35] as well as looking to the comics for inspiration.[6] Olsen revealed that Whedon was inspired by dancers as a way to visually represent how the character moves. As such, Olsen mostly trained with a dancer in lieu of traditional stunt training.[37] Olsen is signed for this film and another.[34]




	
Paul Bettany[image: External link] as J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link] and Vision:
Bettany, who voiced J.A.R.V.I.S., Stark's A.I.[image: External link] companion in previous films, was cast again as the Vision,[38][39] an android[image: External link] created by Ultron.[40] Bettany stated that he was surprised when Whedon asked him if he wanted to be the Vision because once an actor has been cast as a particular character in the MCU, they usually are not cast as another.[41] On what intrigued him about the Vision, Bettany said, "The thing that appealed to me is that this sort of nascent creature being born, being both omnipotent and totally naive, the sort of danger of that and complex nature of a thing being born that is that powerful and that created in a second and the choices he makes morally are really complex and interesting. They've really managed to maintain all of that".[41] Bettany also stated that the Vision feels paternal and protective to a number of people in the film, particularly Scarlet Witch, and has the ability to change his density. Bettany did wire work for the part.[41] Whedon stated he wanted to include the Vision in a second Avengers film before he signed onto the first film.[17] Bettany's make-up, which consisted of a mix of face paint[image: External link] and prosthetics, took two hours to apply with make-up artists Jeremy Woodhead and Nik Williams citing the correct hue of the Vision's skin as the hardest thing to figure out.[42]




	
Cobie Smulders[image: External link] as Maria Hill:
A former high-ranking S.H.I.E.L.D. agent who now works for Stark.[43][44][45] Describing Hill's situation in the film, Smulders said that after The Winter Soldier, Hill does not "really know who's a good guy and who's a bad guy and she's trying to figure out that throughout this film." She added, "She's not getting any sleep. She's doing all the work. She doesn't have the kind of manpower that she had in S.H.I.E.L.D.,"[46] instead working for Tony Stark at the Avenger's headquarters "trying to keep everything running as smoothly as possible... it's an entirely different vibe for her."[47]




	
Anthony Mackie[image: External link] as Sam Wilson / Falcon:
A former pararescueman[image: External link] trained by the military in aerial combat using a specially designed wing pack and a friend of Steve Rogers.[48] Discussing the relationship between Wilson and Rogers, Mackie said that the two characters have a mutual "soldier respect", which is explored in the film and in Captain America: Civil War.[49] Feige said that it was decided to reshoot the final scene of the film to incorporate the new Falcon suit designed for Ant-Man[image: External link], which was released after Age of Ultron, as Falcon was originally shot in his original suit from The Winter Soldier.[50] Mackie stated he did not realize Wilson had become an Avenger until he watched the film at the premiere, as he was only given the script for the scenes he worked on.[51]




	
Hayley Atwell[image: External link] as Peggy Carter: A retired officer with the Strategic Scientific Reserve and a co-founder of S.H.I.E.L.D., who is a former love interest of Steve Rogers.[52]


	
Idris Elba[image: External link] as Heimdall: The all-seeing, all-hearing Asgardian sentry of the Bifröst Bridge[image: External link], based on the mythological deity of the same name[image: External link].[53]


	
Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link] as Erik Selvig[image: External link]:
An astrophysicist and a friend of Thor.[54] Skarsgård said he was originally not supposed to appear in the film, but received a call because "they'd written a couple of scenes, and I went and did them," not knowing if the scenes would appear in the final cut of the film.[55]




	
James Spader[image: External link] as Ultron:
An artificial intelligence[image: External link] repurposed by Tony Stark and Bruce Banner for a pilot peace program that is overwhelmed with a god complex[image: External link], and now desires to pacify the Earth by eradicating humanity.[40][56][57][58][59][60] Director Joss Whedon stated that Spader was his "first and only choice" for the role, because of his "hypnotic voice that can be eerily calm and compelling" while also being very human and humorous.[61] Feige clarified that Spader's face and body were motion captured[image: External link] "to create a whole performance... We did not hire James Spader to do a robot voice."[62] Extensive scans were taken of Spader's head and body in preparation for the role.[63] About the character Whedon said, "He's always trying to destroy the Avengers, goddamn it, he's got a bee in his bonnet. He's not a happy guy, which means he's an interesting guy. He's got pain. And the way that manifests is not going to be standard robot stuff."[64] Whedon added that Ultron is "not a creature of logic—he's a robot who's genuinely disturbed. We're finding out what makes him menacing and at the same time endearing and funny and strange and unexpected, and everything a robot never is."[65] Whedon compared Ultron to Frankenstein's monster[image: External link], saying, "It's our new Frankenstein[image: External link] myth [...] We create something in our own image and the thing turns on us. It has that pain of 'Well, why was I made? I want to kill Daddy.'"[66] Spader called the character "self-absorbed" and added, "I think he sees the Avengers as being part of a problem, a more comprehensive problem in the world. He sees the world from a very strange, [biblical] point of view because he's brand new, he's very young... He's immature, and yet has knowledge of comprehensive, broad history and precedent, and he has created in a very short period of time a rather skewed worldview."[67] Spader elaborates, "He truly is an artificial intelligence with absolutely no censorship at all, no parameters really … he’s got too much power, too much strength and speed and size, so he’s a very dangerous child."[68]




	
Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] as Nick Fury:
The former director of S.H.I.E.L.D. who originally recruited the Avengers and continues to be a mentor and leader for the team.[59][69] Jackson described the role as a cameo, saying, "I'm just kind of passing by there ... Because, it's another one of those 'people who have powers fighting people who have powers'. That's why I didn't get to New York in The Avengers. There's not a lot I could do except shoot a gun."[70]






Thomas Kretschmann[image: External link] and Henry Goodman[image: External link] reprise their roles as Baron Wolfgang von Strucker and Dr. List,[71][72] Hydra leaders who specialize in human experimentation, advanced robotics, and artificial intelligence from Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[59] Linda Cardellini[image: External link] portrays Laura Barton[image: External link], Hawkeye's wife.[73][74] Claudia Kim[image: External link] portrays Helen Cho[image: External link], a world-renowned geneticist who helps the Avengers from her office in Seoul,[59][75] and Andy Serkis[image: External link] portrays Ulysses Klaue, a black-market arms dealer, smuggler and gangster who is a former acquaintance from Stark's weapons-dealing days.[30][59][76] Julie Delpy[image: External link] appears as Madame B., who mentored Black Widow into becoming an assassin.[77] Kerry Condon[image: External link] voices the artificial intelligence F.R.I.D.A.Y., a replacement for J.A.R.V.I.S.,[78] while Spader also voices Stark's Iron Legion droids.[79] Josh Brolin[image: External link] makes an uncredited appearance during the mid-credits scene as Thanos, reprising his role from Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link].[80] Avengers co-creator Stan Lee makes a cameo appearance in the film as a military veteran who attends the Avengers' victory party.[81] Tom Hiddleston[image: External link] was to reprise his role of Loki, but his scenes did not make the theatrical cut of the film.[82]
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In October 2011, Kevin Feige[image: External link], president of Marvel Studios[image: External link] said the studio was beginning to look at their Phase Two[image: External link] films, which would start with Iron Man 3 and would culminate in a second Avengers film.[84] In March 2012, Joss Whedon[image: External link], director of the first film, stated that he would want a sequel to be "smaller. More personal. More painful. By being the next thing that should happen to these characters, and not just a rehash of what seemed to work the first time. By having a theme that is completely fresh and organic to itself."[85] Despite the production of the film becoming increasingly wider in scope, Feige maintained that this was not their intention, always looking to see where the team wanted to take the characters, over how to make it bigger than The Avengers.[86]

At the premiere of The Avengers, Feige said the studio had an option[image: External link] for Whedon to return as director.[87] In May 2012, after the successful release of the first film, Disney[image: External link] CEO Bob Iger[image: External link] announced a sequel was in development.[88] Most of the film's cast members were under contract to potentially appear in the sequel; however, Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link] was not, as his four-picture deal with Marvel expired after Iron Man 3.[89]

At the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con International[image: External link], Whedon said he was undecided about directing.[90] However, in August 2012, Iger announced that Whedon would return to write and direct the sequel and develop the Marvel television series, Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., for ABC[image: External link].[91] Later in the month, Disney set a May 1, 2015 release date.[92] When asked about his decision to return, Whedon said, "Avengers 2, it wasn't a tough decision. For a long time I thought, 'Well, it's just not going to happen.' Then when I actually started to consider it, it became so clear that I desperately wanted to say more about these characters, it would've been an easy no and it was a spectacularly easy yes. There was no wrestling."[93] Whedon said that they intended for the film's production to not be as rushed as the first one.[94]

In December 2012, Whedon stated that he had completed an outline for the film.[95] In February, at the 2013 Jameson Dublin International Film Festival[image: External link], Whedon said that death would play a theme in the sequel,[96] and in March, he said that he looked to The Empire Strikes Back[image: External link] and The Godfather Part II as inspirations.[97]

Feige revealed that Captain Marvel[image: External link], who is scheduled to appear in her own MCU film in 2019[image: External link], appeared in an early draft of the screenplay, but was removed since the character had not yet been cast, saying, "It didn't feel like the time. We didn't want to introduce her fully formed flying in a costume before you knew who she was or how she came to be."[98] Whedon went so far as to shoot visual effects plates for Captain Marvel to fly into Avengers Tower at the end of the film; those shots were reused, however, for Scarlet Witch instead.[99]
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By April 2013, filming was scheduled to begin in early 2014 at Shepperton Studios[image: External link] in England[image: External link].[100] At the Hollywood premiere of Iron Man 3, Whedon said that he had completed a draft of the script, started the storyboard[image: External link] process, and met with actors. Whedon also mentioned that he wrote with Downey in mind and included a "brother/sister act" from the comic books,[101] later confirming that he was referring to Quicksilver[image: External link] and Scarlet Witch.[102][103] Whedon explained his rationale for including the characters in the film saying, "their powers are very visually interesting. One of the problems I had on the first one was everybody basically had punchy powers ... [Quicksilver]'s got super speed. [Scarlet Witch] can weave spells and a little telekinesis, get inside your head. There's good stuff that they can do that will help sort of keep it fresh,"[104] though cautioned he was not throwing in more characters for the sake of doing that.[65] Whedon stated that the twins allowed him to add more conflict: "They don't like America, and they don't like the Avengers... The Avengers are like a world power, and not everybody's on board with the Avengers coming in and starting fights, even in the name of justice. So you need that dissenting voice, and you need to understand it and sympathize with it."[34] Because Marvel Studios shares the film rights to Quicksilver and Scarlet Witch with 20th Century Fox[image: External link] and had to avoid conflict with Fox's X-Men films[image: External link], Whedon introduced two important characters into the Marvel Cinematic Universe completely on his terms for the first time, which allowed him to connect their origin stories to the universe that they created and avoid the concept of mutants[image: External link].[34] Whedon relished at the storytelling opportunities by introducing a character with telepathic powers, explaining, "it meant we could spend a little time inside the Avengers' heads—either their past or their impressions of what's going on, or their fears, or all of the above."[34] By May, Downey had entered negotiations to extend his contract with Marvel Studios and reprise his role as Iron Man in the film.[105] A month later, Downey signed on to return for the then-untitled Avengers sequel, as well as a third Avengers film.[7]

At the 2013 San Diego Comic-Con International, Whedon announced the film would be subtitled Age of Ultron.[106] Despite the subtitle, the film is not based on the 2013 comic book miniseries Age of Ultron[image: External link]. Feige explained that they simply liked the title Age of Ultron but the plot was taken from decades of Avengers story arcs.[107] Whedon added that Ultron's origin would differ from his comics roots, and that Hank Pym would not be involved with Ultron's creation. Whedon disclosed that Edgar Wright[image: External link] had rights to the character first through his inclusion in Ant-Man[image: External link], which was already in development. He also thought that Ultron needed to be conceived through the Avengers and since they already had Tony Stark and Bruce Banner on the team, it would not make sense to bring in a third scientist.[108] Whedon also said the film would have a darker tone due to Ultron's involvement.[109][110]

The title of the film came as a surprise to many fans who were expecting Thanos, the mastermind behind the events of the first film, to be the main villain in the sequel, with Whedon saying, "Thanos was never meant to be the next villain. He's always been the overlord of villainy and darkness."[111] Commenting on finding the right balance between technology- and fantasy-based heroes in Avengers: Age of Ultron, Feige said "Iron Man is a very technological hero; his movies are always technologically based. The first Thor was all about introducing Asgard and Thor in that more fantastical realm into the more reality-based MCU... As we go into Ultron clearly he does come out of technology, but we're using all of our tools at our disposal that we've established so far as part of the MCU to build the storyline of Age of Ultron."[112]

Casting continued into August 2013, with the announcement that James Spader[image: External link] would play Ultron.[56] In November, Marvel confirmed that Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link] and Aaron Taylor-Johnson[image: External link] would play the Scarlet Witch and Quicksilver, respectively.[31] Taylor-Johnson had been in negotiations since as early as June,[113][114][115] while Olsen's potential involvement was first reported in August.[116][117] By the end of the year, Mark Ruffalo[image: External link],[12] Chris Evans,[18] Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link],[69] Chris Hemsworth[image: External link],[9] Scarlett Johansson[image: External link],[22] Jeremy Renner[image: External link][27] and Cobie Smulders[image: External link][43] were confirmed to be returning to their roles from the first film, and Don Cheadle[image: External link], who portrayed James Rhodes in the Iron Man films, had committed to a part in the film.[29] In the early months of 2014, Thomas Kretschmann[image: External link] was cast as Baron Wolfgang von Strucker,[71] Claudia Kim[image: External link] was cast in an unspecified role,[118] and Paul Bettany[image: External link], who voiced J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link] in previous MCU films, was cast as the Vision.[39] Whedon said "juggling" all the characters in the film was "a nightmare" explaining, "They're very disparate characters. The joy of the Avengers is they really don't belong in the same room. It's not like the X-Men, who are all tortured by the same thing and have similar costumes. These guys are just all over the place. And so it's tough. Honestly, this is as tough as anything I've ever done."[119]

On January 24, 2014, the Forte di Bard Association announced that filming would take place at Fort Bard[image: External link] in the Aosta Valley[image: External link] region of Italy[image: External link] in March 2014, as well as other locations in Aosta Valley including Aosta[image: External link], Bard[image: External link], Donnas[image: External link], Pont-Saint-Martin[image: External link], and Verrès[image: External link].[120] The next month, the Gauteng Film Commission announced that action sequences would be filmed in Johannesburg[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link] and other locations in Gauteng[image: External link], beginning in mid-February.[121] A few weeks later Marvel announced that portions of the film would be shot in South Korea[image: External link]. Feige cited the nation's "cutting-edge technology, beautiful landscapes and spectacular architecture" as ideal for the film.[122] The nation's capital, Seoul[image: External link], and Seoul's surrounding province, Gyeonggi[image: External link], were selected as filming locations, with South Korea's Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism[image: External link] reimbursing up to 30% of the studio's expenditures, as part of a state-funded incentive program.[118]
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Filming began on Tuesday, February 11, 2014 in Johannesburg, South Africa, having been postponed that Monday.[121][123] Second unit[image: External link] crews shot action sequences without the main cast, to be used as background plates for scenes featuring the Hulk, in the Central Business District of Johannesburg[image: External link] for a period of two weeks.[124][125] By mid-March, principal photography[image: External link] had begun at Shepperton Studios near London and was scheduled to film there for at least four months,[126][127] under the working title[image: External link] After Party.[128] Filming at Shepperton as well as other locations in England allowed Whedon to get a "number of different looks and textures and moods" to give the film a different palette and fresh aesthetic from its predecessor.[65] Production designer Charles Wood built an enormous, new Avengers Tower set, one of the largest sets ever built for a Marvel film. The set featured multiple connected environments and levels.[129] On March 22, production moved to Fort Bard, Italy and continued in the Aosta Valley region through March 28. The region doubled as the fictional Eastern European nation of Sokovia,[34] with crews replacing local storefronts with Cyrillic script[image: External link].[130] Filming in South Korea began on March 30 on the Mapo Bridge[image: External link],[131] and continued through April 14 at various locations in Seoul.[132] While in Seoul, the production was able to attach cameras to drones and race cars to get unique camera angles and footage.[129] An artificial island on the Han River[image: External link] known as the Saebit Dungdungseom[image: External link] served as the headquarters of an IT[image: External link] institute featured in the film.[133] Scenes involving Ultron's attack on parts of the city were shot in the Gangnam District[image: External link].[132]

In April, shooting began in Hawley Woods[image: External link] in Hampshire[image: External link], England,[134] and Hayley Atwell[image: External link], who played Peggy Carter in previous MCU films, filmed scenes inside the Rivoli Ballroom[image: External link] in London while extras performed the Lindy Hop[image: External link].[52] That June, scenes were shot at the University of East Anglia[image: External link] in Norwich[image: External link] and at Dover Castle[image: External link] in Kent[image: External link], with Dover Castle used for interior shots of Strucker's Hydra base in Sokovia.[135][136][137] The next month, filming took place at a training facility[image: External link] for London's Metropolitan Police Service[image: External link], which doubled as a city in Sokovia.[11][34] Additional filming took place in Chittagong[image: External link], Bangladesh[image: External link], including the Chittagong Ship Breaking Yard[image: External link],[138][139] and in New York City[image: External link].[140][141] On August 6, Whedon announced on social media that he had completed principal photography on Avengers: Age of Ultron.[142] Disney spent $330.6 million on Avengers: Age of Ultron from February 2013 to November 2014, but $50.7 million of this was offset by payments from the UK tax authority.[143] A report on actual production costs for films from FilmL.A. Inc., indicated a gross budget of $316 million, with a net of $267.4 million for Avengers: Age of Ultron.[2]

Cinematographer Ben Davis[image: External link], who also worked with Marvel on Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link], shot the film with a main unit of three Arri Alexa[image: External link] cameras. Davis said, "Although the Alexa was Marvel's preferred camera, we weren't locked into that choice from the start. What wasn't negotiable was the fact that we were shooting digital: that's how Marvel shoots all of its films." Davis also used Blackmagic Design[image: External link]'s Pocket Cinema Cameras[image: External link] to meet the needs of the second unit kit explaining, "The second unit typically needs a fleet of smaller cameras that are less expensive and are rugged enough to handle the various trials by fire, as it were, that we throw at them."[144] About the camera system, Whedon stated that this film was shot very differently from the first one; using lots of long lenses, and that he aimed to shoot the film almost like a documentary.[119] To create the scenes depicting how Quicksilver views the world, scenes were shot with an ultra-high-speed camera and later combined with shots of Taylor-Johnson moving through the same scene at normal speed.[34]
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In June 2014, the IMAX Corporation[image: External link] announced that the IMAX release of the film would be converted to IMAX 3D[image: External link].[146] Following the completion of principal photography several more cast members were revealed including Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link],[54] Anthony Mackie[image: External link],[48] Idris Elba[image: External link], and Tom Hiddleston[image: External link], reprising their roles from previous MCU films.[53] However, Hiddleston's scenes did not make the theatrical cut of the film, with Whedon saying what was shot "didn't play" and he did not want the film to feel "overstuffed".[82] According to Hiddleston, "In test screenings[image: External link], audiences had overemphasized Loki's role, so they thought that because I was in it, I was controlling Ultron, and it was actually imbalancing people's expectations."[147] Whedon later explained that Elba and Atwell appear in the film because of exploring the psyches of the Avengers from Scarlet Witch's power.[34] In December 2014, Kim's role was revealed as Dr. Helen Cho.[75][148] Additional scenes were scheduled to be filmed in January 2015 at Pinewood Studios[image: External link].[149] In February 2015, Marvel confirmed through promotional material that Serkis portrays Ulysses Klaue in the film.[30][59] In early April 2015, Linda Cardellini[image: External link] and Julie Delpy[image: External link] were confirmed to be part of the film's cast.[73][77] At the same time, Whedon stated that the film would not contain a post-credits scene[image: External link], which had become customary for MCU films. Whedon tried to come up with a post-credit scene but felt that he could not top the "Shawarma scene" in The Avengers, explaining, "It didn't seem to lend itself in the same way, and we wanted to be true to what felt right. The first rule of making a sequel is take the best moments and do something else. Don't do the Indiana Jones[image: External link] gun trick again differently. Just go somewhere else. Don't try to hit the same highs, because people will sense it." However Feige clarified, "There will be a tag [shortly after the credits start]. But there's not a post-post-credit scene."[73]

In May 2015, Whedon revealed he was in conflict with Marvel executives and the film's editors about certain scenes in the film. The executives were not "thrilled" with the scenes at Hawkeye's farm or the dream sequences the Avengers experience because of Scarlet Witch. Also, Whedon had originally shot a much longer scene with Thor and Selvig in the cave, compromising with including a reduced amount of the total footage shot, as test audiences did not respond to it.[150] In the scene, Thor would be possessed by a Norn, a goddess of destiny, while Selvig would quiz her about Thor's hallucination.[151][152][153] Additionally, Whedon reiterated he had wanted to include Captain Marvel and Spider-Man at the end, but deals for each character (signing of an actress and a deal with Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link], respectively) were not completed in time for their inclusion.[150]

The film contains 3,000 visual effects shots,[154] completed by ten different visual effects studios, including Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link] (ILM), Trixter, Double Negative[image: External link], Animal Logic[image: External link], Framestore[image: External link], Lola VFX, Territory, Perception, Method Studios[image: External link], Luma Pictures[image: External link] and The Third Floor.[155] ILM opened a facility in London, citing Avengers: Age of Ultron as a catalyst for the expansion,[156] and developed a new motion capture[image: External link] system for the film called Muse, which can better capture an actor's performance and combine different takes.[157] About the motion capture process, Ruffalo called it "more of a collaboration" since the technology is advancing, with "the face capture and the motion capture can now [being] put together, [allowing] you [to] get a lot more latitude as a performer... you're no longer constricted by the attributes that you have as a person: your age, or weight, or size. None of that matters anymore. And so there's this whole exciting place to go that is kind of unknown."[16] Visual effects supervisor Christopher Townsend[image: External link] said that the visual effects team considered depicting the Hulk when manipulated by Wanda Maximoff as being grey skinned with red eyes, but eventually decided against it, as they did not want to confuse audiences who might associate it with "Joe Fixit", the grey Hulk from the comics.[158]

Method Studios created the interior of the new Avengers training facility by digitally designing the training facility, extracting the characters from the original set and placing them into the new CG environment. Method also contributed to Iron Man's new Mark 45 suit and played a key role in creating Scarlet Witch's CG mind control effect.[145] Following the trend in recent years, most of the computer screens in Stark's lab, Dr Cho's laboratory, the Quinjet and other locations in the film were not added in post-production but were actually working screens on set, adding to the realism of the film and saving some on the post-production budget. London-based Territory Studio[image: External link] delivered the screen visuals filled with unique imagery and animations that matched the character using them.[155] Perception worked on the main-on-end and main titles for the film. Before settling on the marble monument depiction for the main-on-end titles, Perception created three other versions, which were based on Ultron's hive mind ability from the film, "renderings of power and pure energy" inspired by classic comic panels, and classic moments for each character. The final design was inspired by war monuments such as the Iwo Jima memorial[image: External link]. For the main titles, Marvel wanted the typeface to be a direct continuation of the first film. Perception made the typeface a marble texture to mimic the main-on-end titles and changed the title's rotation (away from the camera instead of towards the camera in The Avengers), before "Age of Ultron" overtakes "Avengers" in a vibranium texture.[159]
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Main article: Avengers: Age of Ultron (soundtrack)


In March 2014, Brian Tyler[image: External link] signed on to compose the film's score[image: External link], replacing the composer for the first film, Alan Silvestri[image: External link], while also marking his third film collaboration with Marvel following Iron Man 3 and Thor: The Dark World in 2013.[160] Tyler stated that the score pays homage to John Williams[image: External link]' scores for Star Wars[image: External link], Superman[image: External link], and Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link] and references the scores for the Iron Man, Thor, and Captain America films in order to create a similar musical universe, saying, "That's the goal for sure. You have to build in nostalgia and do it upfront so you can relate to it."[161] Danny Elfman[image: External link] also contributed music to the score,[162] using Silvestri's theme from the first film to create a new hybrid theme.[163] Hollywood Records[image: External link] released the album digitally on April 28, 2015, and in physical formats on May 19.[164]
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Avengers: Age of Ultron made its world premiere at the Dolby Theatre[image: External link] in Hollywood on April 13, 2015,[165][166] and held its European premiere on April 21 at the Vue West End[image: External link] in London.[167] The film was released in 11 territories on April 22, with its release jumping to 55% of its international market (44 countries) by the end of its first weekend,[168][169] before the North American release on May 1, in 3D and IMAX 3D.[146][168][170][171] In North America, the film opened in 4,276 theaters, including 2,761 3D theaters, 364 IMAX, 400 premium large format, and 143 D-Box[image: External link] theaters.[172] Many independent theater owners in Germany (approximately 700 screens) boycotted the film in response to Disney raising its rental fee from 47.7% to 53% of ticket sales. The owners felt that the "increased fees, coupled with the cost of digitization, and rising staff and marketing costs may force some of them out of business."[173]

In September 2014, TNT[image: External link] acquired the US cable broadcast rights, for broadcast two years after its theatrical release.[174] On March 4, 2015, ticket pre-sales for the film began. Variety[image: External link] noted, "The two-month gap between advance sales and the release is much wider than normal and reflects the heavy fan anticipation for" the film.[175]
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At the 2013 San Diego Comic-Con International, Whedon introduced a teaser trailer[image: External link] for the film, which included a look at an Ultron helmet and a title treatment.[176] Footage of the teaser, as well as a brief interview with Whedon, was made available as part of Iron Man 3's second screen companion app for its Blu-ray release on September 24, 2013.[177][178] On March 18, 2014, ABC aired a one-hour television special[image: External link] titled, Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe[image: External link], which included a sneak peek of Avengers: Age of Ultron.[179] The special debuted concept art for Quicksilver and Scarlet Witch, as well as art of the Hulk fighting the " Hulkbuster[image: External link]" Iron Man suit.[180][181] Harley-Davidson[image: External link] partnered with Marvel to provide their first electric motorcycle, Project LiveWire, for use by Black Widow in the film.[182] At the 2014 San Diego Comic-Con, the cast was introduced to promote the film, along with screening footage from the film.[183] Avengers: Age of Ultron received the second most amount of social media[image: External link] mentions at the convention, following Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link], but had a higher intend-to-see response.[184]

The first trailer was scheduled to premiere during the airing of an episode of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. on October 28, 2014.[188] However, on October 22, the trailer leaked online,[189] and within a few hours Marvel officially released the trailer on YouTube[image: External link].[190] Entertainment Weekly and The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] noted the effective use of the song "I've Got No Strings[image: External link]" from Pinocchio[image: External link] (1940) in the trailer.[185][186] Scott Mendelson of Forbes[image: External link] felt the trailer was "such a textbook 'dark sequel' trailer that it borders on parody" but said, "it's a pretty spectacular piece of marketing, one that elevates itself both by the music choices and by James Spader's vocals as the title villain".[187] The trailer received 34.3 million global views in 24 hours[image: External link], 26.2 million from Marvel's YouTube channel, which broke the previous record held by Iron Man 3 with 23.14 million views. In comparison, the original Avengers teaser received 20.4 million views in 24 hours after its debut.[191][192] In response, Marvel agreed to air footage from Age of Ultron during the episode of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. that was originally scheduled to premiere the trailer.[191] At the end of October, Marvel Comic's Editor-in-Chief Axel Alonso[image: External link] stated there were comic tie-in plans for the film.[193]

In November 2014, ABC aired another one-hour television special titled Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop![image: External link], which featured behind the scenes footage of Age of Ultron.[194] Also in November, an extended trailer debuted on Samsung Mobile[image: External link]'s YouTube channel, featuring product placement for various Samsung devices.[195] In December 2014, additional behind the scenes footage was released as a special feature on the Guardians of the Galaxy BIu-ray, highlighting the various filming locations for the film.[141][196] Also in the month, ABC announced that an episode of Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. would tie-in to the events of the film.[197] The episodes "The Frenemy of My Enemy[image: External link]" and "The Dirty Half Dozen[image: External link]" feature "Easter eggs, plot threads and other connective tissue leading into the opening scene of Avengers: Age of Ultron" while " Scars[image: External link]" explores the aftermath of the film.[198]

In January 2015, a featurette focusing on Ultron was shown at Samsung[image: External link]'s "Night With Marvel" event at the 2015 Consumer Electronics Show[image: External link] (CES).[199] Also at CES, Samsung revealed a selection of hardware inspired by the Avengers films, as well as a simulation of Avengers Tower via its Gear VR[image: External link] virtual reality[image: External link] device.[200][201] A second trailer premiered on ESPN[image: External link] on January 12, 2015 during the broadcast of the 2015 College Football Playoff National Championship[image: External link].[202] Mendelson enjoyed the trailer, but wished it did not reveal as many story elements as it did. However, he added, "the marketing thus far [for the film] has been far superior to much of what sold The Avengers three years ago, both in terms of the specific footage and the artistic choices being made... I'm sold, and I imagine most of the general moviegoers are already onboard too."[203]

On February 3, 2014, Marvel "stealth released" a one-shot tie-in comic[image: External link], Avengers: Age of Ultron Prelude—This Scepter'd Isle. Written by Will Corona Pilgrim and illustrated by Wellinton Alves, it reveals how Strucker came into possession of Loki's scepter and the origin of the Maximoff twins' abilities.[204] At the end of the month, the film's official poster was revealed. Graeme McMillian of The Hollywood Reporter criticized it for its lack of originality, calling it "pretty much the poster for the first Avengers movie, except with added flying robots in the background" and the fact that it incorporated many of the same tropes the other MCU Phase Two film posters did. These included: the hero(es) staring off camera; destruction in the background as well as something occurring in the sky; and poor Photoshop[image: External link] on the poster, highlighting the fact that each of the actors were obviously photographed separately and were later composited together into the poster.[205] Mendelson agreed with many of McMillian's observations, and called the poster "hilariously photoshopped".[206]

The final trailer was "unlocked" by fans on March 4, 2015, via the use of hashtags on Twitter, ahead of its broadcast debut during the series premiere of American Crime[image: External link] on March 5.[207] Mendelson felt "this [was] a fine final trailer, teasing what we already know, hinting at the scale and a few new action beats without telling us much we don't already know" adding, "Here we have the fourth and final Avengers: Age of Ultron trailer and we don't know all that much about what transpires in a moment-to-moment sense in the finished 150-minute feature. I have expressed my concern dating back to October that Marvel and Disney would release too many trailers and would by default give away too much plot and character information between October and May. But if this really is the final Avengers 2 trailer, then at least on the trailer front they have kept the film relatively unspoiled."[208] A week after the final trailer debuted, Marvel revealed that the trailer had "smashed records" with over 35 million views.[209]

In April 2015, members of the cast presented Downey with the MTV Generation Award at the 2015 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link], along with debuting an exclusive clip from the film.[210] On April 27, Downey and Renner along with executives from Marvel Entertainment rang the opening bell of the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] in celebration of the film's theatrical release.[211] Disney spent a total of $26.9 million on television advertisements for the film,[212] from an estimated total marketing budget of $180 million.[213]
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 Merchandise




In January 2015, Warner Bros. Interactive Entertainment[image: External link] and Traveller's Tales[image: External link] announced a Lego video game adaptation of the first film and Age of Ultron for release in late 2015 on a variety of video game consoles.[214] In March 2015, Disney said it planned to broaden its merchandising strategy with Avengers: Age of Ultron by expanding the target demographics to women and to fans of the individual superheroes that make up the Avengers. Paul Gitter, senior vice president of Marvel licensing for Disney Consumer Products[image: External link], said, "For the first film, we primarily focused on the Avengers property and the group shots... Now we're broadening the line and scope to create skews that focus on the team and the individuals characters, as well." Disney Consumer Products partnered with Hasbro[image: External link], Lego[image: External link], Hot Wheels[image: External link] and Funko[image: External link] for action figures, playsets and other toys, and with Under Armour[image: External link] for apparel. Disney established new partnerships in the food and packaged-goods categories, including with Sage Fruit[image: External link], ConAgra[image: External link], Crunchpak and Chobani[image: External link].[215] Walt Disney India[image: External link]'s consumer products partnered with 50 brands to promote the film in India, considered the highest ever for any film—Hollywood or Bollywood—released in India (the previous record held by Ra.One[image: External link] had 25 partners). Some of the brands include Amazon India[image: External link], toy retailer Hamleys[image: External link] India, online fashion store Myntra[image: External link], Hero Cycles[image: External link], Mountain Dew[image: External link], Liberty Shoes[image: External link], Tupperware[image: External link], and Subway[image: External link] restaurants among others.[216]
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 Home media




Avengers: Age of Ultron was released by Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link] on digital download[image: External link] on September 8, 2015 and on Blu-ray[image: External link] and DVD[image: External link] on October 2, 2015.[217] The digital and Blu-ray releases include behind-the-scenes featurettes, audio commentary, deleted scenes and a blooper reel.[218] The film was also collected in a 13-disc box set[image: External link], titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase Two Collection[image: External link]", which includes all of the Phase Two[image: External link] films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. It was released on December 8, 2015.[219] In July 2015, Whedon stated that he did not intend on releasing a director's cut[image: External link] of Avengers: Age of Ultron because despite the film's complexity, he was satisfied with the theatrical version and did not think it needed to be tweaked.[220]
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 Reception
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 Box office




Avengers: Age of Ultron grossed $459 million in North America and $946.4 million in other territories for a worldwide total of $1.405 billion.[3] It is the seventh highest-grossing film[image: External link] worldwide and the fourth highest-grossing 2015 film[image: External link].[221][222] Avengers: Age of Ultron's worldwide opening of $392.5 million is the seventh-largest ever[image: External link].[223] The film set a worldwide IMAX opening-weekend record with $25.2 million (previously held by The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link]) and also broke the record for the fastest movie to make over $40 million in IMAX theaters, doing so in 12 days.[224] According to some analysts, the opening weekend box office gross was lower than expected because of the weekend's featured boxing match[image: External link] between Floyd Mayweather[image: External link] and Manny Pacquiao[image: External link].[225] Deadline.com[image: External link] calculated the net profit of the film to be $382.32 million, when factoring together "production budgets, P&A, talent participations and other costs, with box office grosses, and ancillary revenues from VOD to DVD and TV," placing it fourth on their list of 2015's "Most Valuable Blockbusters".[226]

On May 15, 2015, Avengers: Age of Ultron became the twenty-first film in cinematic history, the third Marvel Studios film and the eighth film distributed by Disney[image: External link] to cross the $1 billion threshold at the box office.[227]
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 North America




Avengers: Age of Ultron earned $84.46 million on its opening day, marking the biggest opening day for a superhero film and the second-biggest opening and second-biggest single-day gross, behind Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link] ($91.7 million). The film's Friday gross included $27.6 million from Thursday night, which began at 7 p.m., and was the sixth-highest ever for Thursday preview earnings and the highest among Marvel films.[228][229] The film totaled $191.3 million in its opening weekend, the third-highest gross behind Jurassic World[image: External link] ($208.8 million) and The Avengers ($207.4 million).[230] It also saw the second-highest IMAX opening weekend total with $18 million (behind The Dark Knight Rises), a record $13.5 million from premium large format theaters and the highest share for the first weekend in May, accounting for 85% of the top twelve box office total earnings (previously held by Spider-Man 3[image: External link]).[228][231] Of those in attendance the first weekend, 59% were male, 41% were female and 59% were over the age of 25.[228]

In its second weekend[image: External link], the film fell 59%, earning $77.7 million, which was the second-biggest second weekend gross behind The Avengers' $103 million (both were surpassed a month later by Jurassic World's $106.6 million).[232] It holds the record for the second biggest loss between first and second weekends with $113.6 million, only behind Deathly Hallows – Part 2's $121 million loss between its first and second weekends in 2011.[233] It became the third highest grossing film of 2015.[234]
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 Outside North America




Avengers: Age of Ultron earned $200.2 million in its first weekend from 44 countries, opening in first in all, which was 44% above its predecessor's opening. Additionally, the film saw the largest non-China international IMAX opening with $10.4 million. The top earning countries were South Korea ($28.2 million), the UK ($27.3 million) and Russia ($16.2 million).[169] The film broke records in many countries, including: opening-day records in Mexico ($6.8 million), the Philippines ($1.6 million) and Indonesia ($900,000);[224][228][235] opening-weekend records in Mexico ($25.5 million), Russia and the CIS ($16.2 million), Hong Kong ($6.4 million) and the Philippines ($7.7 million); and highest opening weekend for a superhero film in the UK, Ireland and Malta ($27.3 million), Germany ($9.3 million), Sweden, Norway, and the Netherlands.[169][236][237]

In the UK, where Age of Ultron was filmed, it earned $5.4 million on its opening day and $27.3 million during the weekend, setting an opening-weekend record for a superhero film, Marvel's biggest opening in Britain, the biggest April opening, the eighth-biggest debut.[238] It also set the best single-day earning for a Disney and superhero film with its $9.4 million haul on Saturday.[238][239] In South Korea, also where part of the film was shot, the film earned $4.9 million on its opening day and $28.2 through the weekend.[169][238] It held the record for advance-ticket sales rate, accounting for 96% of tickets reserved, breaking Transformers: Dark of the Moon[image: External link]'s record of 94.6% in 2011, the widest release ever, across 1,826 screens, also breaking Dark of the Moon's 1,420 screens, and the fastest imported film to surpass one million admissions, doing so in two days;[240] it topped the box office for three consecutive weekends,[241] and became the biggest Disney/Marvel release as well as the second biggest Western film in the country.[242] The Chinese opening scored the biggest weekday opening day, as well as the biggest Disney/Marvel opening, with $33.9 million,[243] and the second-biggest six-day start with $156.3 million (behind Furious 7[image: External link]) of which $17.5 million came from IMAX theaters — the biggest ever.[242]

As of January 3, 2016, it is the seventh highest-grossing film,[244] and the fourth highest-grossing 2015 film.[245] Additionally, the film's largest markets as of July 17, 2015 are: China ($240.1 million), South Korea ($80.5 million), and the UK, Ireland and Malta ($76.6 million).[246][247]
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 Critical response




The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported a 75% approval rating with an average rating of 6.7/10 based on 314 reviews. The website's critical consensus reads, "Exuberant and eye-popping, Avengers: Age of Ultron serves as an overstuffed but mostly satisfying sequel, reuniting its predecessor's unwieldy cast with a few new additions and a worthy foe."[248] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film achieved an average score of 66 out of 100, based on 49 critics, signifying "generally favorable reviews".[249] CinemaScore[image: External link] reported that audiences gave the film an "A" grade on an A+ to F scale.[228]

Todd McCarthy[image: External link] of The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] said, "Avengers: Age of Ultron succeeds in the top priority of creating a worthy opponent for its superheroes and giving the latter a few new things to do, but this time the action scenes don't always measure up."[250] Scott Foundas of Variety[image: External link] wrote, "If this is what the apotheosis[image: External link] of branded, big-studio entertainment has come to look like in 2015, we could be doing much worse. Unlike its title character, Age of Ultron most definitely has soul."[251] Writing for the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] and giving the film three-and-a-half out of four stars, Richard Roeper[image: External link] said, "Some day, an Avengers film might collapse under the weight of its own awesomeness. I mean, how many times can they save the world? But this is not that day."[252] Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone[image: External link] wrote, "Age of Ultron is a whole summer of fireworks packed into one movie. It doesn't just go to 11, it starts there. [Joss Whedon] takes a few wrong turns, creating a jumble when the action gets too thick. But he recovers like a pro, devising a spectacle that's epic in every sense of the word."[253] Matt Zoller Seitz[image: External link] of RogerEbert.com gave the film three out of four stars, stating that despite being "bigger, louder and more disjointed" than its predecessor, "it’s also got more personality—specifically Whedon’s—than any other film in the now seven-year-old franchise."[254] Helen O'Hara of Empire[image: External link] praised the interactions between the characters, the action set-pieces and Whedon's ability as a director in her review, stating that the film "redefines the scale we can expect from our superheroes."[255]

Conversely, Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] said, "Although this movie is effective moment to moment, very little of it lingers in the mind afterward. The ideal vehicle for our age of immediate sensation and instant gratification, it disappears without a trace almost as soon as it's consumed."[256] Scott Mendelson of Forbes[image: External link] said, "Avengers: Age of Ultron plays like an obligation, a box to be checked off on a list before all parties move onto the things they really want to do."[257] Manohla Dargis[image: External link] of The New York Times wrote, "This Avengers doesn't always pop the way that the first one sometimes did, partly because its villain isn't as memorable, despite Mr. Spader's silky threat."[258] Camilla Long[image: External link] of The Sunday Times[image: External link] remarked, "Two hours of boredom and boobs add up to a sorry basis for the new Avengers."[259] Much like the release of Guardians of the Galaxy, the film received mixed reviews upon release in China, due to poor translations. The translations, which were said to be too literal, were thought "to have been done by Google Translate[image: External link]."[260]
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 Accolades




In December 2015, the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] placed Avengers: Age of Ultron on their shortlist of potential nominees for the Academy Award for Best Visual Effects[image: External link] at the 88th Academy Awards[image: External link],[261] but ultimately did not nominate it for the award.[262]



	Year
	Award / Film Festival
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref(s)



	2015
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	Nominated
	[263]



	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Chris Hemsworth[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Actress: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Scene Stealer[image: External link]
	Chris Evans
	Won
	[264]



	Choice Movie: Breakout Star
	Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Australian Academy of Cinema and Television Arts Awards[image: External link]
	Best Visual Effects or Animation[image: External link]
	Christopher Townsend, Ryan Stafford, Paul Butterworth and Matt Estela
	Nominated
	[265]



	2016
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	Nominated
	[266]



	Favorite Action Movie
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Actor
	Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Actress
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Action Movie Actor
	Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Chris Hemsworth[image: External link]
	Won



	Favorite Action Movie Actress
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Annie Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Achievement, Animated Effects in a Live Action Production
	Michael Balog, Jim Van Allen, Florent Andorra, George Kaltenbrunner, for Sokovia's destruction
	Won
	[267]



	Outstanding Achievement, Character Animation in a Live Action Production
	Jakub Pistecky, Gang Trinh, Craig Penn, Mickael Coedel, Yair Gutierrez, for the Hulk
	Nominated



	Peter Tan, Boonyiki Lim, Sachio Nishiyama, Byounghee Cho, Roy Tan, for Ultron
	Nominated



	Visual Effects Society[image: External link]
	Outstanding Animated Performance in a Photoreal Feature
	Jakub Pistecky, Lana Lan, John Walker, Sean Comer
	Nominated
	[268]



	Outstanding Effects Simulations in a Photoreal Feature
	Michael Balog, Jim Van Allen, Florent Andorra, Georg Kaltenbrunner
	Nominated



	Outstanding Models in a Photoreal or Animated Project
	Howie Weed, Robert Marinic, Daniel Gonzalez, Myriam Catrin, for Hulkbuster
	Nominated



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	Nominated
	[269]



	Favorite Movie Actor
	Chris Evans
	Nominated



	Chris Hemsworth[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Actress
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comic-to-Film Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	Nominated
	[270]



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Paul Bettany[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Film Costume Design[image: External link]
	Alexandra Byrne
	Won



	Best Film Special / Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Paul Corbould, Chris Townsend, Ben Snow, Paul Butterworth
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Movie of the Year[image: External link]
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	Nominated
	[271]



	Best Hero[image: External link]
	Chris Evans
	Nominated



	Best Villain[image: External link]
	James Spader[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Virtual Performance
	James Spader[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Ensemble Cast
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	Nominated



	Best Fight[image: External link]
	Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link] vs. Mark Ruffalo[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Hugo Award[image: External link]
	Best Dramatic Presentation - Long Form[image: External link]
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	Nominated
	[272]
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 Sequels




Main articles: Avengers: Infinity War and Untitled Avengers film


Avengers: Infinity War and an untitled sequel will be directed by Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link], from a script by Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link].[273][274][275] Infinity War is scheduled to be released on May 4, 2018, with the sequel scheduled for May 3, 2019.[276] Downey,[277] Evans, Hemsworth,[278] Hiddleston,[279] Ruffalo,[280] Renner,[281] Olsen,[275] Jackson,[282] and Brolin are expected to reprise their roles as Iron Man, Captain America, Thor, Loki, Hulk, Hawkeye, Scarlet Witch, Fury and Thanos, respectively, in the films.[283] Chris Pratt[image: External link], who played Peter Quill / Star-Lord[image: External link] in Guardians of the Galaxy and its sequel[image: External link], will also appear in the films.[275][284]
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 Notes






	
^ While the name of the anti-Hulk armor, usually referred to as the "Hulkbuster" in comic books, is not spoken in the film, its deployment system and containment cell are code-named "Veronica".[285][286] Director Joss Whedon said the name alludes to the character Veronica Lodge[image: External link] from Archie Comics: "I just decided to call it Veronica because [Bruce Banner] used to be in love with a girl named Betty[image: External link] and Veronica is the opposite of that," making the connection to Archie[image: External link]'s love interest, Betty Cooper[image: External link].[286]


	
^ According to Kevin Feige, the Infinity Gauntlet seen at the end of the film is not the same as the one seen in Odin's vault in Thor, revealing that two Gauntlets exist in the MCU.[287]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "Avengers: Age of Ultron (12A)"[image: External link]. British Board of Film Classification[image: External link]. April 13, 2015. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 18, 2015. Retrieved April 13, 2015.


	
^ a b c 2015 Feature Film Study[image: External link] (Report). FilmL.A. Inc. p. 21. Retrieved June 16, 2016.


	
^ a b "Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015)"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo[image: External link]. Retrieved November 11, 2015.


	
^ a b Wigler, Josh (September 6, 2013). "'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' And Iron Man: New Movie, Same Tony"[image: External link]. MTV[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 17, 2013. Retrieved September 7, 2013.


	
^ Tilly, Chris (July 16, 2014). "Marvel's Kevin Feige Discusses Avengers Tower And Hulkbuster Armour In Age Of Ultron"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 16, 2014. Retrieved July 16, 2014.


	
^ a b c d e Dibdin, Emma (January 31, 2015). "25 things we learned on the set of Avengers: Age of Ultron"[image: External link]. DigitalSpy.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 31, 2015. Retrieved January 31, 2015.


	
^ a b "Robert Downey Jr. To Return As Marvel's Iron Man"[image: External link]. Marvel.com. June 20, 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 20, 2013. Retrieved June 20, 2013.


	
^ Keyes, Rob (October 28, 2014). "'Avengers 2′ Set Interview: Robert Downey Jr. Talks Ultron & Vision"[image: External link]. Screen Rant. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 29, 2014. Retrieved October 28, 2014.


	
^ a b Malec, Brett; Malkin, Marc (September 9, 2013). "Chris Hemsworth Talks "Awkward" Naked Movie Scenes, Snow White Sequel With Kristen Stewart"[image: External link]. E![image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 17, 2013. Retrieved September 10, 2013.


	
^ Cornet, Roth (February 27, 2015). "Avengers: Age of Ultron Even Thor Can't Fight Ultron"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 27, 2015. Retrieved February 27, 2015.


	
^ a b c Vary, Adam (October 27, 2014). "What's At Stake For Thor, Captain America, And The "Avengers" Franchise"[image: External link]. BuzzFeed[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 27, 2014. Retrieved October 27, 2014.


	
^ a b Ruffalo, Mark[image: External link] (March 6, 2013). "A lot of folks have been asking about the Next Hulk. The next time you see my Hulk it will be in the Avengers2. No plans for stand alone."[image: External link]. Twitter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 20, 2013. Retrieved March 11, 2013.


	
^ Cohen, David S. (June 27, 2014). "Q&A: Andy Serkis Talks 'Apes' and 'Avengers' "[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 27, 2014. Retrieved June 27, 2014.


	
^ Risley, Matt (June 5, 2014). "Mark Ruffalo on his 'bigger, more complex' Hulk in Avengers: Age of Ultron"[image: External link]. Total Film[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 5, 2014. Retrieved June 5, 2014.


	
^ Breznican, Anthony (July 21, 2014). "Mark Ruffalo on the foe Hulk needs for a stand-alone movie"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 22, 2014. Retrieved July 21, 2014.


	
^ a b Cornet, Roth (October 28, 2014). "Avengers: Age of Ultron Mark Ruffalo Says There's A Confrontation Coming Between The Hulk And Banner"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 3, 2014. Retrieved November 3, 2014.


	
^ a b c Weintraub, Steve (December 17, 2014). "Joss Whedon Talks Hesitation to Return, New Additions to the Team, Collaborating with Marvel, and More on the Set of 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' "[image: External link]. Collider.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 17, 2014. Retrieved December 17, 2014.


	
^ a b Flemming, Jr., Mike (August 1, 2013). "Chris Evans To Helm '1:30 Train' Before Reprising Captain America In 'Avengers 2' "[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 6, 2013.


	
^ Weintraub, Kit (August 10, 2013). "Chris Evans Talks Captain America: The Winter Soldier and The Avengers: Age of Ultron, Says Avengers Sequel Starts Filming First Week of March"[image: External link]. Collider.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 17, 2013. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ Nepales, Reuben P. (April 4, 2014). "Chris Evans on starting 'Avengers 2,' retiring"[image: External link]. Philippine Daily Inquirer[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 4, 2014. Retrieved April 4, 2014.


	
^ a b Davis, Erick (March 3, 2015). "'Avengers: Age of Ultron': Check Out Our Top-Secret Meetings with Captain America and Hawkeye"[image: External link]. Fandango[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 3, 2015. Retrieved March 3, 2015.


	
^ a b Maresca, Rachel (September 29, 2013). "Scarlett Johansson flaunts curves in new magazine photo shoot, reveals details on 'The Avengers' sequel"[image: External link]. Daily News[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 29, 2013. Retrieved September 29, 2013.


	
^ Couto, Anthony (February 12, 2014). "Feige: Black Widow's Past to be Explored in Avengers 2 and Possible Solo Film"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 13, 2014. Retrieved February 13, 2014.


	
^ Johannson, Scarlett (March 19, 2014). Scarlett Johansson Talks The Avengers: Age of Ultron[image: External link] (video). IGN. Retrieved March 20, 2014.


	
^ Cornet, Roth (July 17, 2014). "Avengers: Age Of Ultron Scarlett Johansson Talks Black Widow's Greatest Power"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 18, 2014. Retrieved July 17, 2014.


	
^ Breznican, Anthony (July 18, 2014). "How 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' will hide Scarlett Johansson's pregnancy"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 19, 2014. Retrieved July 18, 2014.


	
^ a b Weintraub, Steve (December 18, 2013). "Jeremy Renner talks American Hustle, collaborating with David O. Russell, the way he likes to work, 2015 projects, and more"[image: External link]. Collider.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 28, 2014. Retrieved March 28, 2014.


	
^ White, Brett (July 25, 2013). "'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' To Feature Lots More Black Widow And Hawkeye"[image: External link]. MTV[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 6, 2013. Retrieved July 25, 2013.


	
^ a b Thompson, Arienne (December 12, 2013). "Don Cheadle mellow, 'barely awake' after Globes news"[image: External link]. USA Today[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 12, 2013. Retrieved December 12, 2013.


	
^ a b c "'The Avengers: Age of Ultron' New Stills, Behind-the-Scenes in High Resolution; Serkis Confirmed as Klaw"[image: External link]. Stitch Kingdom. February 3, 2015. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 3, 2015. Retrieved February 4, 2015.


	
^ a b c "Official: Elizabeth Olsen & Aaron Taylor-Johnson Join 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' "[image: External link]. Marvel.com. November 25, 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 15, 2014. Retrieved November 25, 2013.


	
^ "Aaron Taylor-Johnson on wanting to 'push the boundaries' with Quicksilver"[image: External link]. Total Film[image: External link]. August 1, 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 30, 2013. Retrieved October 30, 2013.


	
^ Nicholson, Max (July 22, 2014). "How Avengers: Age of Ultron Quicksilver Is Different From X-Men: Days of Future Past"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 22, 2014. Retrieved July 22, 2014.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i Vary, Adam (March 27, 2015). "How Joss Whedon Brought Quicksilver And Scarlet Witch To The "Avengers" Franchise"[image: External link]. BuzzFeed[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 27, 2015. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ a b c Breznican, Anthony (July 16, 2014). "'Avengers: Age of Ultron': Why Quicksilver, Scarlet Witch and The Vision will fight the bad fight"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 17, 2014. Retrieved July 16, 2014.


	
^ Nicholson, Max; Cornet, Roth (March 30, 2015). "Avengers: Age of Ultron – How Powerful is Scarlet Witch?"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 31, 2015. Retrieved March 31, 2015.


	
^ White, Brett (January 27, 2015). "COMIC REEL: DOWNEY MAY KEEP "BUMPING ALONG" WITH MARVEL; MOMOA TALKS AQUAMAN'S LOOK"[image: External link]. Comic Book Resources. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 8, 2015. Retrieved February 8, 2015.


	
^ Ritman, Alex (December 16, 2014). "Dubai Film Fest: Paul Bettany Talks 'Avengers 2' and Watching Jennifer Connelly Inject Herself"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 16, 2014. Retrieved December 16, 2014.


	
^ a b Kroll, Justin (February 6, 2014). "Paul Bettany to Play the Vision in Marvel's 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' "[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 7, 2014. Retrieved February 7, 2014.


	
^ a b "'Avengers 2′ Story Details: Ultron & Vision's MCU Origins Clarified"[image: External link]. Screen Rant. April 9, 2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 9, 2015. Retrieved April 9, 2015.


	
^ a b c Starnes, Joshua (July 26, 2014). "Comic-Con Interview: Paul Bettany on Playing The Vision in Avengers: Age of Ultron"[image: External link]. Superhero Hype![image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 28, 2014. Retrieved July 28, 2014.


	
^ Nazzaro, Joe (August 6, 2015). "Creating 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Vision Make-up"[image: External link]. Make-Up Artist Magazine. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 6, 2015. Retrieved August 8, 2015.


	
^ a b Goldman, Eric (January 21, 2014). "Cobie Smulders on Reaching the End of How I Met Your Mother: "I Know the Whole Thing." "[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 10, 2014. Retrieved March 10, 2014.


	
^ Graser, Marc (October 29, 2012). "Frank Grillo to play Crossbones in 'Captain America' sequel"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 29, 2012. Retrieved October 29, 2012.


	
^ Strom, Marc (April 9, 2014). "Cobie Smulders Brings Maria Hill Back to Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D."[image: External link]. Marvel.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 16, 2014. Retrieved April 9, 2014.


	
^ "Jeremy Renner, Cobie Smulders reveal what they *won't* be doing in 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' "[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. July 26, 2014. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 16, 2014. Retrieved September 16, 2014.


	
^ Towers, Andrea (December 15, 2014). "Cobie Smulders tackles motherhood in Sundance film 'Unexpected' – exclusive photo"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 16, 2014. Retrieved December 16, 2014.


	
^ a b Lussier, Germain (February 24, 2015). "The Gang's All Here in the Official 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Poster [UPDATED]"[image: External link]. /Film[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 24, 2015. Retrieved February 24, 2015.


	
^ Ching, Albert (March 29, 2015). "ECCC: Anthony Mackie: Unleash The Falcon"[image: External link]. Comic Book Resources. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 30, 2015. Retrieved March 30, 2015.


	
^ Lussier, Germain (July 20, 2015). "The 5 Ant-Man Spoilers You Absolutely Need to Know"[image: External link]. io9[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 21, 2015. Retrieved July 21, 2015.


	
^ Goldman, Eric (March 8, 2016). "Anthony Mackie Talks Civil War And Learning He Was An Avenger When He Saw Age Of Ultron"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 10, 2016. Retrieved March 10, 2016.


	
^ a b Orange, Alan (July 21, 2014). "Hayley Atwell Says Agent Carter Is Back in ‘Avengers 2’"[image: External link]. MovieWeb[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 5, 2016. Retrieved February 5, 2016.


	
^ a b McLean, Craig (November 2, 2014). "Idris Elba interview: Marvel movies are 'torture' "[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 2, 2014. Retrieved November 2, 2014.


	
^ a b "Skarsgard fine with Avengers nudity"[image: External link]. Irish Independent[image: External link]. August 16, 2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 16, 2014. Retrieved August 16, 2014.


	
^ Lee, Ben (November 16, 2015). "Is Stellan Skarsgard coming back for Thor: Ragnarok? "They have an option on me" "[image: External link]. Digital Spy[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 1, 2015. Retrieved November 30, 2015.


	
^ a b "Exclusive: 'Avengers Age of Ultron' Casts James Spader as the Film's Legendary Villain"[image: External link]. Marvel.com. August 29, 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 17, 2013. Retrieved August 30, 2013.


	
^ Breznican, Anthony (August 29, 2013). "'Avengers: Age of Ultron': James Spader to play maniacal robot in Marvel sequel"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 17, 2013. Retrieved August 29, 2013.


	
^ Breznican, Anthony (July 16, 2014). "Who is Marvel's angry, metal 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' madman – and why does he hate you?"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 17, 2014. Retrieved July 16, 2014.


	
^ a b c d e f "Get to Know the 'Avengers' as They Assemble for New Adventure"[image: External link]. Philippine Daily Inquirer[image: External link]. April 3, 2015. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 4, 2015. Retrieved April 4, 2015.


	
^ Breznican, Anthony (April 8, 2015). "This Week's Cover: Avengers: Age of Ultron assembles its own worst enemy"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 9, 2015. Retrieved April 9, 2015.


	
^ Cink, Lorraine (September 11, 2013). Marvel's The Watcher 2013 – Episode 31[image: External link]. Marvel.com. Event occurs at 0:53. Retrieved September 11, 2013.


	
^ Ryan, Mike (October 21, 2013). "What To Expect From James Spader's Ultron In 'Avengers' Sequel"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 21, 2013. Retrieved October 21, 2013.


	
^ McMillan, Graeme (September 30, 2013). "James Spader Explains Why He Signed on as Ultron"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 21, 2013. Retrieved October 21, 2013.


	
^ "'Avengers 2' scoop: How Ultron will differ from the comics – Exclusive"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. August 21, 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 17, 2013. Retrieved August 21, 2013.


	
^ a b c de Semlyen, Phil (April 24, 2014). "Joss Whedon Talks Avengers: Age Of Ultron"[image: External link]. Empire[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 24, 2014. Retrieved April 24, 2014.


	
^ "In 2015, Artificial Intelligence Will Rule the (Movie) World"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. December 22, 2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 26, 2015. Retrieved February 26, 2015.


	
^ Rivera, Joshua (July 26, 2014). "James Spader reveals why his 'Avengers 2' character hates the Avengers"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 28, 2014. Retrieved July 28, 2014.


	
^ McIntyre, Gina (April 24, 2016). "Joss Whedon and cast face superheroic challenge in ‘Avengers: Age of Ultron’"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 6, 2016. Retrieved May 6, 2016.


	
^ a b Truitt, Brian (August 18, 2013). "Sunday Geekersation: Jackson unleashes the Fury"[image: External link]. USA Today[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 18, 2013. Retrieved August 18, 2013.


	
^ Butler, Tom (March 26, 2014). "Nick Fury's role in Avengers 2 is just a cameo"[image: External link]. Yahoo![image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 26, 2014. Retrieved March 26, 2014.


	
^ a b Kit, Borys (January 15, 2014). "'Dracula' Actor to Play Villain in 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' "[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 15, 2014. Retrieved January 15, 2014.


	
^ Collinson, Gary (April 26, 2015). "Two new clips from Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron"[image: External link]. Flickering Myth. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 26, 2015. Retrieved April 27, 2015.


	
^ a b c Breznican, Anthony (April 7, 2015). "Avengers: Age of Ultron won't have a post-credit scene, Joss Whedon says"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 7, 2015. Retrieved April 7, 2015.


	
^ Rosenberg, Alyssa (May 6, 2015). "The rise of Linda Cardellini"[image: External link]. The Washington Post[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 7, 2015. Retrieved May 7, 2015.


	
^ a b Keyes, Rob (April 3, 2015). "'Avengers 2′ Facts & Videos: Details on New Characters, Costumes, Tech & Weapons"[image: External link]. Screen Rant. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 6, 2015. Retrieved April 3, 2015.


	
^ Stern, Marlow (July 14, 2014). "Motion Capture Maestro Andy Serkis on 'Dawn of the Planet of the Apes' and Revolutionizing Cinema"[image: External link]. The Daily Beast[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 14, 2014. Retrieved July 14, 2014.


	
^ a b Outlaw, Kofi (April 2, 2015). "'Avengers 2′ Premiere Sheet Reveals Additional Cast Member [Updated]"[image: External link]. Screen Rant. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 4, 2015. Retrieved April 3, 2015.


	
^ "That Irish accent in Avengers Age of Ultron is actress Kerry Condon!"[image: External link]. Irish Examiner[image: External link]. April 23, 2015. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 3, 2015. Retrieved April 26, 2015.


	
^ Cox, Danny (May 7, 2015). "‘Avengers: Age of Ultron’ – 14 of the Actual Easter Eggs in Marvel's Latest Film"[image: External link]. Inquisitr[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 6, 2016. Retrieved May 6, 2016.


	
^ Owen, Luke (April 21, 2015). "Spoilers: And the post-credits scene from Avengers: Age of Ultron is..."[image: External link]. Flickering Myth. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved April 25, 2015.


	
^ Leston, Ryan (July 13, 2014). "Stan Lee Confirms Avengers: Age Of Ultron Cameo"[image: External link]. Yahoo![image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 12, 2014. Retrieved July 13, 2014.


	
^ a b Wigler, Josh; Horowitz, Josh (May 1, 2015). "Joss Whedon Explains Why There's No Loki In 'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' "[image: External link]. MTV[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 1, 2015. Retrieved May 1, 2015.


	
^ Raux-Moreau, Raphaëlle (January 24, 2014). "Joss Whedon nous parle d'"Avengers 2"!"[image: External link]. AlloCiné[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 24, 2014. Retrieved January 24, 2014.


	
^ Szalai, Georg (October 15, 2011). "'Avengers' Producer Hints at Sequel at New York Comic-Con"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 17, 2011. Retrieved October 17, 2011.


	
^ "'The Avengers' director Joss Whedon teases sequel"[image: External link]. NME[image: External link] citing SFX #220 (May 2012). March 8, 2012. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 13, 2012. Retrieved March 8, 2012.


	
^ Vary, Adam (April 20, 2015). "Joss Whedon's Astonishing, Spine-Tingling, Soul-Crushing Marvel Adventure!"[image: External link]. BuzzFeed[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 21, 2015. Retrieved April 21, 2015.


	
^ Weintraub, Steve (April 12, 2012). "Kevin Feige Talks 'Thor 2', 'Captain America 2', 'Iron Man 3', the 'Avengers' Sequel, 2014 and 2015 Releases, Another 'Hulk' Sequel, and a Lot More!"[image: External link]. Collider.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 13, 2012.


	
^ Lieberman, David (May 8, 2012). "Disney Announces 'Avengers 2' In Development"[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 8, 2012.


	
^ Dickey, Josh L. (May 8, 2012). "Disney and Marvel's to-do list: Re-enlist Downey, Whedon"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 2, 2013. Retrieved May 2, 2013.


	
^ "Comic-Con: Joss Whedon Remains Undecided About 'Avengers 2' "[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. July 13, 2012. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 20, 2013. Retrieved July 19, 2012.


	
^ Graser, Marc (August 7, 2012). "Joss Whedon will return for 'The Avengers 2' "[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 7, 2012. Retrieved August 7, 2012.


	
^ Kit, Borys (August 16, 2012). "Disney Sets Release Date for 'Avengers 2' "[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 16, 2012. Retrieved August 16, 2012.


	
^ Topel, Fred (September 12, 2012). "TIFF Interview: Joss Whedon on Much Ado About Nothing and 'S.H.I.E.L.D.' "[image: External link]. CraveOnline[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 13, 2012. Retrieved September 12, 2012.


	
^ Hodgson, Jeffrey (September 10, 2012). ""Avengers" director Whedon swaps superheroes for Shakespeare"[image: External link]. Reuters[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 13, 2012. Retrieved September 12, 2012.


	
^ Jensen, Jeff (December 4, 2012). "EW's Entertainers of the Year: Joss Whedon on how 'The Avengers' exposed his angry inner Hulk"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 5, 2012. Retrieved December 5, 2012.


	
^ Whedon, Joss (February 23, 2013). Joss Whedon at JDIFF 2013[image: External link] (video). Dublin: YouTube[image: External link]. Event occurs at 7:35. Retrieved February 25, 2013.


	
^ Karmali, Luke (March 5, 2013). "Joss Whedon Denies Planet Hulk Storyline for the Avengers"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 20, 2013. Retrieved March 5, 2013.


	
^ Wickman, Kase (April 12, 2015). "Here's Why You Won't See Captain Marvel In 'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' "[image: External link]. MTV[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 13, 2015. Retrieved April 12, 2015.


	
^ Faraci, Devin (April 14, 2015). "Joss Whedon Shot FX Plates For Captain Marvel In AGE OF ULTRON"[image: External link]. Badass Digest. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 15, 2015. Retrieved April 14, 2015.


	
^ Wiseman, Andreas (April 2, 2013). "Avengers 2 to assemble in UK"[image: External link]. Screen Daily[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 2, 2013. Retrieved April 2, 2013.


	
^ Deming, Mark (April 25, 2013). "Joss Whedon Reveals Status of 'Avengers 2' ... and Resurrection of Agent Coulson"[image: External link]. Yahoo![image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 25, 2013. Retrieved April 25, 2013.


	
^ "This Week's Cover: 'Iron Man 3' plays rough with Marvel's top hero"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. May 1, 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 1, 2013. Retrieved May 1, 2013.


	
^ Goldman, Eric (May 17, 2013). "Joss Whedon Talks Quicksilver, the Scarlet Witch and Iron Man's Roles in Avengers 2"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 17, 2013. Retrieved May 17, 2013.


	
^ "Episode of May 25, 2015". Late Night with Jimmy Fallon[image: External link]. May 2015. NBC[image: External link].


	
^ Kit, Borys (May 7, 2013). "Marvel Cliffhanger: Robert Downey Jr.'s $50 Million Sequel Showdown"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 17, 2013. Retrieved May 8, 2013.


	
^ "SDCC 2013: Joss Whedon Reveals Avengers: Age of Ultron"[image: External link]. Marvel.com. July 20, 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 6, 2013. Retrieved July 21, 2013.


	
^ Plumb, Ali (July 23, 2013). "Exclusive: Marvel Chief Kevin Feige Talks Avengers: Age Of Ultron"[image: External link]. Empire[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 6, 2013. Retrieved July 23, 2013.


	
^ Hewitt, Chris (February 20, 2015). "Joss Whedon Talks Avengers: Age Of Ultron"[image: External link]. Empire[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 20, 2015. Retrieved February 20, 2015.


	
^ Ditzian, Eric (July 21, 2013). "Joss Whedon Spills First 'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' Details"[image: External link]. MTV[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 22, 2013. Retrieved July 22, 2013.


	
^ Marvel Entertainment (July 21, 2013). Joss Whedon on Marvel LIVE! at San Diego Comic-Con – Exclusive[image: External link]. YouTube[image: External link]. Retrieved July 22, 2013.


	
^ Nicholson, Matt (August 5, 2013). "Joss Whedon on Thanos in Avengers 2"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 6, 2013. Retrieved August 5, 2013.


	
^ Outlaw, Kofi (November 11, 2013). "Marvel's Kevin Feige Talks 'Avengers 2 & 3', Thor 3, 'Guardians' & More [Video]"[image: External link]. Screen Rant. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 19, 2013. Retrieved November 11, 2013.


	
^ Kroll, Justin (June 7, 2013). "'Avengers 2': 'Kick-Ass' Star Aaron Taylor-Johnson in Early Talks to Play Quicksilver"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 20, 2013. Retrieved June 7, 2013.


	
^ Chitwood, Adam (July 29, 2013). "Aaron Taylor-Johnson Talks The Avengers 2 and Godzilla; Says He's Met with Joss Whedon and Marvel for Avengers Role"[image: External link]. Collider.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 6, 2013. Retrieved July 30, 2013.


	
^ Sneider, Jeff (October 30, 2013). "Aaron Taylor-Johnson Closes Deal to Play Quicksilver in Marvel's 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' (Exclusive)"[image: External link]. The Wrap[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 15, 2014. Retrieved October 30, 2013.


	
^ Kit, Borys (August 22, 2013). "Bradley Cooper in Talks to Voice Rocket Raccoon in Marvel's 'Guardians of the Galaxy' "[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 17, 2013. Retrieved August 22, 2013.


	
^ Cheney, Alexandra (October 3, 2013). "Samuel L. Jackson on His 'Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.' Cameo as Nick Fury"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 15, 2014. Retrieved October 3, 2013.


	
^ a b Kim, Ji-soo (March 5, 2014). "Soo-hyun to star in Avengers sequel"[image: External link]. The Korea Times[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 5, 2014. Retrieved March 6, 2014.


	
^ a b Ritman, Alex (March 4, 2015). "Joss Whedon: 'Avengers' Sequel Was a "Nightmare" Due to Expanded Superhero Cast"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 5, 2015. Retrieved March 4, 2015.


	
^ Vejvoda, Jim (January 24, 2014). "Joss Whedon Likens Avengers 2 to The Godfather Part II"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 24, 2014. Retrieved January 25, 2014.


	
^ a b "Whedon's Avengers heading to Joburg"[image: External link]. Channel 24. February 1, 2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 15, 2014. Retrieved February 1, 2014.


	
^ "Marvel Studios Announces Filming of Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron in South Korea"[image: External link]. Marvel.com. February 18, 2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 19, 2014. Retrieved February 18, 2014.


	
^ Sapa (February 10, 2014). "'Avengers' filming postponed, roads not closed"[image: External link]. The Sunday Times[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 10, 2014. Retrieved February 10, 2014.


	
^ Cox, Anna (February 10, 2014). "Road closures as Avengers roll into Joburg"[image: External link]. Independent Online[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 11, 2014. Retrieved February 11, 2014.


	
^ Silman, Anna (March 18, 2014). "Mark Ruffalo Teases an Avengers Romance"[image: External link]. New York[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 18, 2014. Retrieved March 18, 2014.


	
^ Larson, Jared (March 11, 2014). "Avengers: Age of Ultron Is "Ramped Up" "[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 11, 2014. Retrieved March 11, 2014.


	
^ Lee, Hyo-won (March 14, 2014). "Marvel Finalizes Details for 'Avengers 2' Shoot in Seoul"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 14, 2014. Retrieved March 14, 2014.


	
^ Bord, Christine (February 11, 2014). "‘The Avengers: Age of Ultron’ Updates: Working title confirmed, Filming underway in South Africa, & the first Italian Casting Call is revealed"[image: External link]. On Location Vacations. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 2, 2014. Retrieved October 19, 2016 – via Forte di Bard[image: External link] (in Italian).


	
^ a b White, Brett (March 25, 2015). ""Avengers" Fun Facts Reveal New Scarlet Witch, Hulkbuster Details"[image: External link]. Comic Book Resources. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 26, 2015. Retrieved March 25, 2015.


	
^ Riccio, Massimiliano (March 22, 2014). "The Avengers 2, primi ciak a Bard. In Valle ci sono già Occhio di Falco, Scarlet Witch e Quicksilver"[image: External link] [The Avengers 2, the first shots in Bard. In the Valley there are already Hawkeye, Scarlet Witch and Quicksilver] (in Italian). aostasera.it. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 22, 2014. Retrieved March 22, 2014.


	
^ Kim, Da-ye (March 30, 2014). "Filming draws pros, cons; no traffic jam"[image: External link]. The Korea Times[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 8, 2014. Retrieved March 30, 2014.


	
^ a b "Seoul Braces for Disruptions for Filming of 'Avengers' Sequel"[image: External link]. Chosun Ilbo[image: External link]. March 19, 2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 22, 2014. Retrieved March 19, 2014.


	
^ Lee, Sun-young (March 30, 2014). "'Avengers' begins shooting in Seoul"[image: External link]. The Korea Herald[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 27, 2014. Retrieved April 27, 2014.


	
^ Garland, Natalie (April 9, 2014). "Avengers stars battle it out in Hawley Woods"[image: External link]. Get Hampshire. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 9, 2014. Retrieved April 9, 2014.


	
^ Reyes, Mike (June 15, 2014). "Watch Thor Call Down Lightning In Avengers 2 Set Video"[image: External link]. CinemaBlend.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 15, 2014. Retrieved June 15, 2014.


	
^ Hayes, Phil (June 17, 2014). "Exclusive: Scarlett Johansson, Robert Downey Jnr, Samuel L Jackson and Chris Hemsworth filming New Avengers movie 'at Dover Castle' "[image: External link]. Dover Express. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 17, 2014. Retrieved June 18, 2014.


	
^ "Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015)"[image: External link]. Kent Film Office. April 20, 2015. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 8, 2015. Retrieved October 8, 2015.


	
^ Couto, Anthony (October 29, 2014). "Director Joss Whedon Talks Avengers: Age of Ultron, Possibly Teases Civil War"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 30, 2014. Retrieved October 29, 2014.


	
^ Conaway, Cameron (February 6, 2015). "WATCH: The State of Our World in a 1-Second Clip"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 7, 2015. Retrieved February 6, 2015.


	
^ Keyes, Rob (November 27, 2013). "'Ant-Man' Not Shooting in Edgar Wright's Homeland But Will Embrace His Style"[image: External link]. Screen Rant. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 27, 2013. Retrieved November 27, 2013.


	
^ a b Joss Whedon[image: External link], Kevin Feige[image: External link], Jeremy Latcham (2014). Exclusive look at Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron. Guardians of the Galaxy Blu-ray: Walt Disney Home Entertainment[image: External link].


	
^ Whedon, Joss[image: External link] (August 6, 2014). "Avengers 2 Wrapped What the hell do I do now?"[image: External link]. Twitter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 6, 2014. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Sylt, Christian (November 13, 2014). "Disney Spends Record $580 Million Making Movies In Britain"[image: External link]. Forbes[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 4, 2015. Retrieved April 26, 2015.


	
^ Marchant, Beth (May 18, 2015). "DP Ben Davis on Camera Choices for Avengers: Age of Ultron"[image: External link]. Studio Daily. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 21, 2015. Retrieved May 21, 2015.


	
^ a b "Avengers: Age of Ultron"[image: External link]. Method Studios[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 12, 2015. Retrieved May 12, 2015.


	
^ a b "Avengers: Age of Ultron An IMAX 3D Experience"[image: External link]. IMAX[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 16, 2015. Retrieved June 8, 2014.


	
^ Plumb, Ali (October 5, 2015). "Exclusive: Loki controlling Ultron? Tom Hiddleston finally explains why he was cut from Avengers: Age of Ultron"[image: External link]. Digital Spy[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 7, 2015. Retrieved October 7, 2015.


	
^ Chitwood, Adam (December 29, 2014). "The Gang's All Here in New 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Image"[image: External link]. Collider.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 30, 2014. Retrieved December 29, 2014.


	
^ Bamigboye, Baz (November 27, 2014). "The return of the star Avengers – to Blighty"[image: External link]. Daily Mail[image: External link]. UK. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 28, 2014. Retrieved November 28, 2014.


	
^ a b Gajewski, Ryan (May 5, 2015). "Joss Whedon on Fighting With Marvel Over 'Avengers: Age of Ultron': "It Got Really, Really Unpleasant" "[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 5, 2015. Retrieved May 5, 2015.


	
^ Empire[image: External link] (May 1, 2015). "Avengers: Age of Ultron Spoiler Podcast – Joss Whedon and Paul Bettany"[image: External link] (Podcast). Soundcloud[image: External link]. Event occurs at ???. Retrieved June 21, 2015.


	
^ Chitwood, Adam (May 5, 2015). "Joss Whedon Reveals Thor's Cut Subplot from 'Avengers Age of Ultron' "[image: External link]. Collider.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 21, 2015. Retrieved May 15, 2015.


	
^ Tach, David (May 11, 2015). "Avengers: Age of Ultron's most confusing scene and the gun that almost killed it, explained"[image: External link]. Polygon[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved May 15, 2015.















	
154. ^ Giardina, Carolyn (October 18, 2014). "Marvel Exec Talks 'Avengers 2' and Why the Studio "Wants to Make Movies in L.A." "[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 20, 2014. Retrieved October 20, 2014.


	
155. ^ a b Failes, Ian (May 4, 2015). "Casting the vendors on Avengers"[image: External link]. Fxguide. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 12, 2015. Retrieved May 12, 2015.


	
156. ^ Cohen, David (February 11, 2014). "'Star Wars,' 'Avengers' Spawn Industrial Light & Magic's London Expansion"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 12, 2014. Retrieved February 11, 2014.


	
157. ^ Ashurst, Sam (October 16, 2014). "ILM London Launch: Updates on Star Wars Episode VII & Avengers: Age of Ultron"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 16, 2014. Retrieved October 16, 2014.


	
158. ^ Keyes, Rob (September 9, 2015). "Avengers: Age Of Ultron's Unused Grey 'Berserker' Hulk Explained"[image: External link]. Screen Rant. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 10, 2015. Retrieved September 10, 2015.


	
159. ^ "Avengers: Age of Ultron"[image: External link]. Perception. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 8, 2015. Retrieved October 8, 2015.


	
160. ^ "Brian Tyler to Score 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' "[image: External link]. Film Music Reporter. March 19, 2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 19, 2014. Retrieved March 19, 2014.








	
161. ^ Graser, Marc (July 24, 2014). "'Star Wars,' 'Superman' Inspire New 'Avengers' Score"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 25, 2014. Retrieved July 24, 2014.


	
162. ^ "Danny Elfman to Compose Additional Music for 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' "[image: External link]. Film Music Reporter. February 24, 2015. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 24, 2015. Retrieved February 24, 2015.


	
163. ^ 891 ABC Adelaide[image: External link] (March 12, 2015). 891 ABC Adelaide Danny Elfman[image: External link]. SoundCloud[image: External link]. Event occurs at 0:09:13. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 13, 2015. Retrieved March 13, 2015.


	
164. ^ "Marvel's 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Original Soundtrack Available Digitally April 28"[image: External link]. Marvel[image: External link]. April 15, 2015. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 15, 2015. Retrieved April 15, 2015.


	
165. ^ Breznican, Anthony (April 2, 2015). "'Avengers: Age of Ultron': Secret roles for Julie Delpy and Linda Cardellini"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 2, 2015. Retrieved April 2, 2015.


	
166. ^ Watch the red carpet of Marvel's "Avengers: Age of Ultron" on April 13![image: External link]. YouTube[image: External link]. April 10, 2015. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 10, 2015. Retrieved April 10, 2015.


	
167. ^ "Watch live: Avengers Age of Ultron premiere"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph[image: External link]. April 21, 2015. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 21, 2015. Retrieved April 21, 2015.


	
168. ^ a b Kozlov, Vladimir (January 30, 2015). "Disney Moves Up 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Russia Release"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 21, 2015. Retrieved February 21, 2015.


	
169. ^ a b c d Tartaglione, Natalie (April 27, 2015). "'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' Hammers Out $200.2M Overseas – Update"[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 4, 2015. Retrieved April 27, 2015.


	
170. ^ Amos, Jim (September 28, 2014). "Need An Extra Dimension??? Here's An Updated Imax, 3D and 4D Release Schedule...."[image: External link]. Indiewire[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 24, 2014. Retrieved October 24, 2014.


	
171. ^ "Disney to Release Avengers: Age of Ultron, Star Wars: Episode VII in IMAX"[image: External link]. ComingSoon.net. March 20, 2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 20, 2014. Retrieved March 20, 2014.


	
172. ^ D'Alessandro, Anthony (April 28, 2015). "'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' Is Set To Tear Up U.S. Box Office Records With $210M-$230M Bow"[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 4, 2015. Retrieved April 29, 2015.


	
173. ^ Barraclough, Leo (April 27, 2015). "'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Boycott in Germany: 'Star Wars: The Force Awakens' May Be Hit"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 4, 2015. Retrieved May 4, 2015.


	
174. ^ Graser, Marc (September 17, 2014). "TNT Locks Down Next Five Marvel Movies Starting With 'The Avengers: Age of Ultron' "[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 18, 2014. Retrieved September 17, 2014.


	
175. ^ McNary, Dave (March 4, 2015). "Fandango Launching 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Pre-Sales"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 5, 2015. Retrieved March 4, 2015.


	
176. ^ Sullivan, Kevin P. (July 21, 2013). "'Ultron' Teaser And More: A Deep Dive Into Comic-Con Footage"[image: External link]. MTV[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 28, 2014. Retrieved March 28, 2014.


	
177. ^ Burlingame, Russ (September 25, 2013). "Avengers: Age of Ultron Announcement Trailer Now Available in HD"[image: External link]. Comicbook.com. Retrieved September 26, 2013.


	
178. ^ Sampson, Mike (September 26, 2013). "'Avengers 2' Teaser Trailer: Let the Age of Ultron Begin!"[image: External link]. ScreenCrush. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 15, 2014. Retrieved September 28, 2013.


	
179. ^ Hibberd, James (February 27, 2014). "ABC to air Marvel special with 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' sneak peek – Exclusive"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 27, 2014. Retrieved February 27, 2014.


	
180. ^ Keyes, Rob (March 18, 2014). "First Look At Quicksilver, Scarlet Witch & Hulkbuster Designs in 'The Avengers 2′"[image: External link]. Screen Rant. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 19, 2014. Retrieved March 18, 2014.


	
181. ^ White, Brett (March 25, 2015). "'Avengers' Fun Facts Reveal New Scarlet Witch, Hulkbuster Details"[image: External link]. Comic Book Resources. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 26, 2015. Retrieved March 25, 2015.


	
182. ^ Campbell, Evan (June 23, 2014). "Scarlett Johansson's Black Widow To Ride An Electric Harley In Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 23, 2014. Retrieved June 23, 2014.


	
183. ^ Siegel, Lucas (July 26, 2014). "SDCC 2014: Marvel Studios Panel Ant-Man Villain Revealed, Thanos Appears, GotG 2 Release Date"[image: External link]. Newsarama[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 27, 2014. Retrieved July 26, 2014.


	
184. ^ Graser, Marc (July 27, 2014). "Comic-Con: 'Batman v. Superman' Beats 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' with Online Chatter"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 28, 2014. Retrieved July 28, 2014.


	
185. ^ a b Rivera, Joshua (October 22, 2014). "'Avengers: Age of Ultron' trailer is here: What we learned"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 23, 2014. Retrieved October 23, 2014.


	
186. ^ a b McMillian, Graeme (October 22, 2014). "What's Revealed in the First 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Trailer?"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 23, 2014. Retrieved October 23, 2014.


	
187. ^ a b Mendelson, Scott (October 22, 2014). "'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' Gets 'Dark Sequel' Teaser Trailer"[image: External link]. Forbes[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 23, 2014. Retrieved October 23, 2014.


	
188. ^ Couch, Aaron (October 21, 2014). "'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Trailer to Air During 'Agents of SHIELD' "[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 22, 2014. Retrieved October 21, 2014.


	
189. ^ Couch, Aaron (October 22, 2014). "Watch the Official 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Trailer Right Now"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 23, 2014. Retrieved October 22, 2014.


	
190. ^ Murray, Warren (October 22, 2014). "Avengers: Age of Ultron film trailer released by Marvel after leak"[image: External link]. The Guardian[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 23, 2014. Retrieved October 22, 2014.


	
191. ^ a b Penagos, Ryan (October 24, 2014). "The Avengers Shatter Another Record"[image: External link]. Marvel.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 24, 2014. Retrieved October 24, 2014.


	
192. ^ Breznican, Anthony (October 24, 2014). "Despite leak, 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' trailer breaks Marvel record"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 24, 2014. Retrieved October 24, 2014.


	
193. ^ Alonso, Axel; Ching, Albert (October 31, 2014). "AXEL-IN-CHARGE: How Marvel's Big Movie Week Impacts Publishing"[image: External link]. Comic Book Resources. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 4, 2014. Retrieved November 4, 2014.


	
194. ^ Goldman, Eric (November 4, 2014). "Looking Back At How The Marvel Age Began"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 5, 2014. Retrieved November 4, 2014.


	
195. ^ Trenholm, Rich (November 13, 2014). "Samsung 'Avengers 2' trailer is Marvel's mightiest product placement"[image: External link]. CNET[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 14, 2014. Retrieved November 14, 2014.


	
196. ^ "Guardians of the Galaxy' on Blu-Ray 12/9 with Deleted Scenes, Audio Commentary and More; Digital HD in November"[image: External link]. Stitch Kingdom. October 3, 2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 3, 2014. Retrieved October 3, 2014.


	
197. ^ Abrams, Natalie (December 9, 2014). "Exclusive: 'Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.' to feature a tie-in to 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' "[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 9, 2014. Retrieved December 9, 2014.


	
198. ^ Truitt, Brian (April 20, 2015). "'S.H.I.E.L.D.' leads into 'Avengers' sequel"[image: External link]. USA Today[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 21, 2015. Retrieved April 20, 2015.


	
199. ^ Carle, Chris (January 7, 2015). "We Saw New Avengers: Age of Ultron Footage At CES"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 8, 2015. Retrieved January 7, 2015.


	
200. ^ O'Brien, Lucy (January 7, 2015). "CES 2015: Samsung Reveals Incredible Avengers Tech"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 17, 2015. Retrieved January 17, 2015.


	
201. ^ Silva, Marty (January 7, 2015). "CES 2015: What It's Like To Explore The Avengers' Stark Tower In VR"[image: External link]. IGN. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 17, 2015. Retrieved January 17, 2015.


	
202. ^ Arrant, Chris (January 2, 2015). "Next Avengers: Age of Ultron Trailer Coming Soon"[image: External link]. Newsarama[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 2, 2015. Retrieved January 2, 2015.


	
203. ^ Mendelson, Scott (January 12, 2015). "'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' Gets A Third Trailer"[image: External link]. Forbes[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 13, 2015. Retrieved January 13, 2015.


	
204. ^ Arrant, Chris (February 3, 2015). "Marvel's Surprise, Official 'Age of Ultron' Prequel Has Wanda & Pietro Spoilers"[image: External link]. Newsarama[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 3, 2015. Retrieved February 4, 2015.


	
205. ^ McMillian, Graeme (February 28, 2015). "Why the 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Poster Looks So Familiar"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 28, 2015. Retrieved February 28, 2015.


	
206. ^ Mendelson, Scott (February 24, 2015). "'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' Poster Gets Comically Claustrophobic"[image: External link]. Forbes[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 4, 2015. Retrieved March 4, 2015.


	
207. ^ McMillian, Graeme (March 4, 2015). "New 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Trailer "Unlocked" by Fans"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 4, 2015. Retrieved March 4, 2015.


	
208. ^ Mendelson, Scott (March 4, 2015). "'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' Final Trailer Is Unlocked"[image: External link]. Forbes[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 4, 2015. Retrieved March 4, 2015.


	
209. ^ Sakoui, Anoushi; Palmeri, Christopher (March 9, 2015). "Disney's New 'Avengers' Film Could Smash Record, Forecaster Says"[image: External link]. Bloomberg Businessweek[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 10, 2015. Retrieved March 9, 2015.


	
210. ^ Wigler, Josh (April 2, 2015). "The 'Avengers' Will Assemble To Honor Robert Downey Jr. At Movie Awards – And Are Bringing An Exclusive Clip With Them"[image: External link]. MTV[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 2, 2015. Retrieved April 2, 2015.


	
211. ^ "Watch Robert Downey Jr. & Jeremy Renner Ring the Opening Bell at the New York Stock Exchange Monday"[image: External link]. Marvel.com. April 27, 2015. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 27, 2015. Retrieved April 27, 2015.


	
212. ^ McClintock, Pamela (September 8, 2015). "Summer Movie Ad Buys: 'Mission: Impossible,' 'Mad Max' Get Biggest U.S. Spend"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 9, 2015. Retrieved September 9, 2015.


	
213. ^ D'Alessandro, Anthony (May 6, 2016). "‘Captain America: Civil War’ Looking At 5th Best All-Time Opening With $176.4M-$182M, Unseating ‘Iron Man 3’ – Box Office"[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 7, 2016. Retrieved May 7, 2016.


	
214. ^ Futter, Mike (January 29, 2015). "Lego Marvel Avengers And Lego Jurassic World Coming In 2015"[image: External link]. Game Informer[image: External link]. GameStop[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 4, 2015. Retrieved May 4, 2015.


	
215. ^ Graser, Marc (March 11, 2015). "Marvel's Merchandise Plan for 'Avengers: Age of Ultron:' 'Make the Big Bigger' "[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 12, 2015. Retrieved March 11, 2015.


	
216. ^ Bhushan, Nyay (April 21, 2015). "Disney India Signs Up Record Number of Brand Partners for 'Avengers' Release"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 4, 2015. Retrieved April 22, 2015.


	
217. ^ Jay, Jayson (July 23, 2015). "Marvel's Avengers: Age Of Ultron Blu-Ray Trailer & Special Features"[image: External link]. Comicbook.com. Retrieved July 23, 2015.


	
218. ^ "'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Blu-ray Bonus Features Detailed Including Extended Scene with Bruce and Natasha"[image: External link]. Stitch Kingdom. September 2, 2015. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 2, 2015. Retrieved September 2, 2015.


	
219. ^ Goldberg, Matt (October 23, 2015). "'Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase Two Collection' Unveiled; Contains First Look at Phase 3"[image: External link]. Collider.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 23, 2015. Retrieved October 23, 2015.


	
220. ^ Radish, Christina (July 13, 2015). "Joss Whedon on 'Age of Ultron' Director's Cut, More 'Dr. Horrible', and 'Toy Story' "[image: External link]. Collider.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 21, 2015. Retrieved July 21, 2015.


	
221. ^ "Worldwide Grosses"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo[image: External link]. Retrieved May 10, 2015.


	
222. ^ "2015 Worldwide Grosses"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
223. ^ "Worldwide Openings"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo. Retrieved May 4, 2015.


	
224. ^ a b Tartaglione, Nancy; Busch, Anita (May 4, 2015). "'Ultron' Outpacing 'Avengers' & 'IM3′ With $439M; 'F7′ Fuels Up – Intl B.O. Update"[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved May 4, 2015.


	
225. ^ McClintock, Pamela (May 3, 2015). "Box Office: 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Nabs $191.3M In Domestic Debut"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
226. ^ Fleming Jr., Mike (March 28, 2016). "No. 4 ‘Avengers: Age Of Ultron’ – 2015 Most Valuable Movie Blockbuster Tournament"[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 29, 2016. Retrieved March 29, 2016.


	
227. ^ McClintock, Pamela (May 15, 2015). "Box Office Milestone: 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Joins the Billion-Dollar Club"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved May 15, 2015.


	
228. ^ a b c d e D'Alessandro, Anthony (May 4, 2015). "'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' Flies To 2nd Highest Bow Of All-Time With $191.3M- Final Monday Update"[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 4, 2015. Retrieved May 4, 2015.


	
229. ^ Mendelson, Scott (May 1, 2015). "Box Office: 'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' Nabs Massive $27.6M Thursday"[image: External link]. Forbes[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 4, 2015. Retrieved May 1, 2015.


	
230. ^ Simanton, Keith (June 14, 2015). "'Jurassic World' Indomitable, Rex Box Office"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved June 14, 2015.


	
231. ^ Suber, Ray (May 3, 2015). "Weekend Report: 'Ultron's Massive $188M Debut Falls Short of 'Avengers' Record"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 4, 2015. Retrieved May 3, 2015.


	
232. ^ D'Alessandro, Anthony (May 11, 2015). "'Ultron' Has Super Second Weekend At $77.7M; 'Hot Pursuit' Opens To $13.9M – Final Box Office"[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved May 12, 2015.


	
233. ^ Mendelson, Scott (May 11, 2015). "'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' Joins $100 Million Losers Club"[image: External link]. Forbes[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved May 12, 2015.


	
234. ^ "2015 Domestic Grosses"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
235. ^ McClintock, Pamela (May 1, 2015). "Box Office: 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Set for Massive $85M-Plus Friday, Eyes Record U.S. Debut"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved May 2, 2015.


	
236. ^ Taglione, Natalie; Busch, Anita (May 4, 2015). "'Ultron' Outpacing 'Avengers' & 'IM3′ With A Final $439.8M; 'F7′ Fuels Up – Intl B.O. Update"[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved July 6, 2015.


	
237. ^ Papish, Jonathan (April 26, 2015). "Global Report: 'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' Off To Hot Start, 'Furious 7' Crosses $1 Billion Overseas; Becomes #1 Movie Of All-Time In China"[image: External link]. Boxoffice[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 6, 2015. Retrieved April 27, 2015.


	
238. ^ a b c McNary, Dave (April 24, 2015). "Box Office: 'Avengers' Sequel Earns $44.8 Million In First Two Days Overseas"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved April 25, 2015.


	
239. ^ Ritman, Alex (April 27, 2015). "U.K. Box Office: 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Scores Biggest Superhero Movie Opening"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved April 27, 2015.


	
240. ^ Hyo-won, Lee (April 26, 2015). "South Korea Box Office: 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Monopolizes Cinemas"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved July 6, 2015.


	
241. ^ Hyo-won, Lee (May 12, 2015). "South Korean Box Office: 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Tops for Third Straight Week"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved May 12, 2015.


	
242. ^ a b Tartaglione, Nancy (May 17, 2015). "'Mad Max' Rides To $64M; 'Pitch Perfect 2′ Chimes In At $27.1M – Intl Box Office Final"[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved May 18, 2015.


	
243. ^ McClintock, Pamela (May 13, 2015). "Box Office: 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Opens to Record $33.9M in China Tuesday"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 6, 2015. Retrieved May 13, 2015.


	
244. ^ "Worldwide Grosses"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
245. ^ "2015 Worldwide Grosses"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
246. ^ "The Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015) International Box Office Top 10 Territories"[image: External link]. The Numbers. Retrieved July 16, 2015.


	
247. ^ Ritman, Alex (July 17, 2015). "U.K. Box Office Up 9 Percent Mid-Year"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 17, 2015. Retrieved July 17, 2015.


	
248. ^ "Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015)"[image: External link]. Rotten Tomatoes. Retrieved February 23, 2017.


	
249. ^ "Avengers: Age of Ultron"[image: External link]. Metacritic[image: External link]. Retrieved April 21, 2015.


	
250. ^ McCarthy, Todd (April 21, 2015). "'Avengers: Age of Ultron': Film Review"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 22, 2015. Retrieved April 21, 2015.


	
251. ^ Foundas, Scott (April 21, 2015). "Film Review: 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' "[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 22, 2015. Retrieved April 21, 2015.


	
252. ^ Roeper, Richard[image: External link] (April 28, 2015). "'Avengers: The Age of Ultron': Marvel at the humor, peril of a comic-book triumph"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 28, 2015. Retrieved April 28, 2015.


	
253. ^ Travers, Peter (April 21, 2015). "MOVIE REVIEW: Avengers: Age of Ultron"[image: External link]. Rolling Stone[image: External link]. (Wenner Media LLC[image: External link]). Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 4, 2015. Retrieved April 22, 2015.


	
254. ^ Seitz, Matt Zoller (April 28, 2015). "Avengers: Age of Ultron Movie Review (2015)"[image: External link]. RogerEbert.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 27, 2016. Retrieved July 26, 2016.


	
255. ^ O'Hara, Helen (April 21, 2015). "Avengers: Age of Ultron Review"[image: External link]. Empire[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 1, 2016. Retrieved December 1, 2016.


	
256. ^ Turan, Kenneth (April 29, 2015). "'Avengers: Age of Ultron' is full of thrills but quickly forgettable"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 29, 2015. Retrieved April 29, 2015.


	
257. ^ Mendelson, Scott (April 22, 2015). "Review: 'Avengers: Age Of Ultron' Is A Galactus-Sized Disappointment"[image: External link]. Forbes[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 22, 2015. Retrieved April 22, 2015.


	
258. ^ Dargis, Manohla (April 30, 2015). "Review: 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Gets the Superband Back Together"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 30, 2015. Retrieved April 30, 2015.


	
259. ^ Long, Camilla (April 26, 2015). "Avengers: Age of Ultron and The Falling"[image: External link]. The Sunday Times[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 28, 2015. Retrieved April 28, 2015.


	
260. ^ Coonan, Clifford (May 13, 2015). "'Avengers: Age of Ultron' Subtitles Leave Chinese Baffled"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 14, 2015. Retrieved May 14, 2015.


	
261. ^ Trumbore, Dave (December 8, 2015). "‘Star Wars: The Force Awakens’ and ‘Jurassic World’ Among Shortlist for 2016 VFX Oscar"[image: External link]. Collider.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 12, 2015. Retrieved December 9, 2015.


	
262. ^ The Hollywood Reporter Staff (January 14, 2016). "Oscar Nominations: The Complete List"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Retrieved January 16, 2016.


	
263. ^ Longeretta, Emily (June 9, 2015). "Teen Choice Awards Pit One Direction Against Zayn Malik"[image: External link]. Hollywood Life[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 9, 2015. Retrieved June 9, 2015.


	
264. ^ Johnson, Zach (July 8, 2015). "Teen Choice Awards 2015 Nominees: Wave 2 Revealed!"[image: External link]. E! Online[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 12, 2015. Retrieved July 10, 2015.


	
265. ^ Maddox, Gary (October 29, 2015). "5th AACTA Awards: the full list of nominees"[image: External link]. The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 3, 2015. Retrieved December 3, 2015.


	
266. ^ "2016 Nominees & Winners"[image: External link]. People's Choice Awards. Retrieved October 3, 2015.


	
267. ^ "Annie Awards Nominees"[image: External link]. Annie Awards. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 3, 2015. Retrieved 3 December 2015.


	
268. ^ ‘Star Wars,’ ‘Game of Thrones,’ ‘The Peanuts Movie’ Lead Visual Effects Society Nominations[image: External link]


	
269. ^ Grant, Stacey (February 2, 2016). "Here Are The Nominees For The 2016 Kids’ Choice Awards"[image: External link]. MTV[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 3, 2016. Retrieved February 3, 2016.


	
270. ^ Mueller, Matthew (February 24, 2016). "Saturn Awards 2016 Nominees Announced"[image: External link]. Comicbook.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 24, 2016. Retrieved February 24, 2016.


	
271. ^ Khatchatourian, Maane (March 8, 2016). "MTV Movie Awards 2016: Complete List of Nominees"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 8, 2016. Retrieved March 8, 2016.


	
272. ^ Kellogg, Carolyn (April 26, 2016). "Finalists for 2016 Hugo Awards are named"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 27, 2016. Retrieved April 27, 2016.


	
273. ^ Strom, Marc (April 7, 2015). "Joe & Anthony Russo to Direct 2-Part Marvel's 'Avengers: Infinity War' Event"[image: External link]. Marvel[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 7, 2015. Retrieved April 7, 2015.


	
274. ^ Faraci, Devin (April 9, 2015). "Markus & McFeely Will Write INFINITY WAR"[image: External link]. Badass Digest. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 10, 2015. Retrieved April 9, 2015.


	
275. ^ a b c Lincoln, Ross A. (July 29, 2016). "Marvel’s ‘Avengers 3’ Gets Official Title With Temp Name Hung On ‘Avengers 4’"[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 31, 2016. Retrieved July 30, 2016.


	
276. ^ Siegel, Lucas (October 28, 2014). "Marvel Announces Black Panther, Captain Marvel, Inhumans, Avengers: Infinity War Films, Cap & Thor 3 Subtitles"[image: External link]. Newsarama[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 28, 2014. Retrieved October 28, 2014.


	
277. ^ "Robert Downey Jr. to Return As Marvel's Iron Man"[image: External link]. Marvel. June 20, 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 20, 2013. Retrieved June 20, 2013.


	
278. ^ Chitwood, Adam (April 14, 2015). "Chris Hemsworth Reveals the 3 Marvel Movies Left on His Contract"[image: External link]. Collider. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 15, 2015. Retrieved April 15, 2015.


	
279. ^ Babbage, Rachel (November 1, 2014). "Loki to appear in Thor: Ragnarok and both parts of Avengers: Infinity War"[image: External link]. Digital Spy. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 1, 2014. Retrieved November 2, 2014.


	
280. ^ Goldberg, Matt (April 13, 2015). "Mark Ruffalo Reveals Universal Owns the Rights to Solo HULK Movies"[image: External link]. Collider. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 14, 2015. Retrieved April 14, 2015.


	
281. ^ Stern, Marlow (September 29, 2014). "Jeremy Renner Opens Up About Marriage, His Problems with the Media, and the Future of Hawk-Eye"[image: External link]. The Daily Beast[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 25, 2015. Retrieved June 24, 2015.


	
282. ^ Goldberg, Matt (September 28, 2016). "Samuel L. Jackson on How He Factors into ‘xXx 3’ and Nick Fury’s Return for the ‘Avengers’ Sequels"[image: External link]. Collider.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 28, 2016. Retrieved September 28, 2016.


	
283. ^ Keyes, Rob (October 28, 2014). "‘Avengers: Infinity War’ Announced For 2018–19 in Two Parts"[image: External link]. Screen Rant. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 29, 2014. Retrieved November 2, 2014.


	
284. ^ Davis, Brandon (April 10, 2016). "Russo Brothers Confirm Star-Lord And Thor In Avengers: Infinity War"[image: External link]. ComicBook.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 11, 2016. Retrieved April 10, 2016.


	
285. ^ Cavanaugh, Patrick (January 12, 2015). "Ultron Pulls the Strings in New 'Avengers' Trailer"[image: External link]. Marvel.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 16, 2015. Get even more of Iron Man's Hulkbuster armor in action....


	
286. ^ a b Burlingame, Russ (April 11, 2015). "Avengers: Age of Ultron Features an Archie Comics Reference"[image: External link]. Comicbook.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 4, 2015. Retrieved May 4, 2015.


	
287. ^ Eisenberg, Eric (May 1, 2015). "The Big Secret Behind The Infinity Gauntlet, According To Marvel's Kevin Feige"[image: External link]. Cinema Blend. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 1, 2015. Retrieved May 1, 2015. I asked Feige[image: External link] if the presence of the Infinity Gauntlet in the mid-credits sequence was a rewrite in continuity or something else entirely, and he explained that nothing is being overwritten. Or as he put it, There are two different gloves. That was not Odin's vault that you see at the end. When you think about it, this really does make all kinds of sense. After all, the idea of forging just one cosmic artifact glove is kind of silly when most have two hands, right? So there is a degree of sense in Thanos having his own gauntlet while its double continues to rest on Asgard.














[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official website[image: External link]

	
Avengers: Age of Ultron[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database[image: External link]






Categories[image: External link]:

	2015 films[image: External link]

	English-language films[image: External link]

	2010s action films[image: External link]

	2010s adventure films[image: External link]

	2010s science fiction films[image: External link]

	2010s superhero films[image: External link]

	2015 3D films[image: External link]

	American films[image: External link]

	American science fiction action films[image: External link]

	American sequel films[image: External link]

	Android (robot) films[image: External link]

	Avengers (comics) films[image: External link]

	Crossover films[image: External link]

	Dolby Atmos films[image: External link]

	Drone films[image: External link]

	Film scores by Danny Elfman[image: External link]

	Film scores by Brian Tyler[image: External link]

	Films about artificial intelligence[image: External link]

	Films directed by Joss Whedon[image: External link]

	Films set in a fictional European country[image: External link]

	Films set in London[image: External link]

	Films set in New York City[image: External link]

	Films set in Norway[image: External link]

	Films set in Seoul[image: External link]

	Films set in South Africa[image: External link]

	Films shot in Aosta Valley[image: External link]

	Films shot in Chittagong Division[image: External link]

	Films shot in Gyeonggi Province[image: External link]

	Films shot in Hampshire[image: External link]

	Films shot in Kent[image: External link]

	Films shot in London[image: External link]

	Films shot in New York[image: External link]

	Films shot in Norfolk[image: External link]

	Films shot in Seoul[image: External link]

	Films shot in South Africa[image: External link]

	Films using computer-generated imagery[image: External link]

	Impact event films[image: External link]

	IMAX films[image: External link]

	Marvel Cinematic Universe films[image: External link]

	Mind control in fiction[image: External link]

	Performance capture in film[image: External link]

	Robot films[image: External link]

	Science fiction adventure films[image: External link]

	Screenplays by Joss Whedon[image: External link]

	Shepperton Studios films[image: External link]

	Telekinesis in film[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 10 June 2017, at 16:28.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Avengers: Age of Ultron: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avengers:_Age_of_Ultron [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Avengers:_Age_of_Ultron [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Plot

	2 Cast

	3 Production

	4 Music

	5 Release

	6 Reception

	7 Future

	8 Notes

	9 References

	10 External links





Captain America: Civil War






Captain America: Civil War is a 2016 American superhero film[image: External link] based on the Marvel Comics character Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios[image: External link] and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link]. It is the sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger and 2014's Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and the thirteenth film[image: External link] of the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film is directed by Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link], with a screenplay by Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link], and features an ensemble cast[image: External link], including Chris Evans, Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link], Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Sebastian Stan[image: External link], Anthony Mackie[image: External link], Don Cheadle[image: External link], Jeremy Renner[image: External link], Chadwick Boseman[image: External link], Paul Bettany[image: External link], Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link], Paul Rudd[image: External link], Emily VanCamp[image: External link], Tom Holland[image: External link], Frank Grillo[image: External link], William Hurt[image: External link], and Daniel Brühl[image: External link]. In Captain America: Civil War, disagreement over international oversight of the Avengers fractures them into opposing factions—one led by Steve Rogers and the other by Tony Stark.

Development of Civil War began in late 2013 when Markus and McFeely began writing the screenplay, which borrows concepts from the 2006 comic book storyline "Civil War", while also focusing on story and character elements from the previous Captain America films to conclude the trilogy. Following positive reactions to test screenings of The Winter Soldier, the Russo brothers were brought back to direct in early 2014. The film's title and premise were revealed in October 2014, along with Downey's casting; additional cast members joined in the following months. Principal photography began in April 2015 at Pinewood Atlanta Studios[image: External link] in Fayette County, Georgia[image: External link], and continued in the Metro Atlanta[image: External link] area before concluding in Germany in August 2015, with the film being the first to use IMAX[image: External link]'s digital 2D cameras (for the film's central airport fight sequence). Visual effects[image: External link] were provided by nearly 20 different studios during the post-production[image: External link] process.

Captain America: Civil War held its world premiere in Los Angeles[image: External link] on April 12, 2016, and was released in the United States on May 6, 2016, in 3D and IMAX 3D. The film became a critical and commercial success, grossing over $1.1 billion worldwide, making it the highest-grossing film of 2016[image: External link] and the 12th-highest-grossing film of all time[image: External link].





TOP
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 Plot




In 1991, the brainwashed super-soldier James "Bucky" Barnes is dispatched from a Hydra base in Siberia[image: External link] to intercept an automobile carrying a case of super-soldier serum. In the present day, approximately one year after Ultron's defeat in the nation of Sokovia at the hands of the Avengers,[N 1] Steve Rogers, Natasha Romanoff, Sam Wilson, and Wanda Maximoff stop Brock Rumlow from stealing a biological weapon from a lab in Lagos[image: External link]. Rumlow blows himself up, hoping to kill Rogers. When Maximoff throws the explosion into the sky with telekinesis, it damages a nearby building, killing several Wakandan humanitarian workers.

U.S. Secretary of State[image: External link] Thaddeus Ross[image: External link] informs the Avengers that the United Nations[image: External link] (UN) is preparing to pass the Sokovia Accords[image: External link], which will establish a UN panel to oversee and control the team. The Avengers are divided: Tony Stark supports oversight because of his role in Ultron's creation and Sokovia's devastation, while Rogers has more faith in his own judgment than that of a government. At a conference in Vienna[image: External link] where the Accords are to be ratified, a bomb kills King T'Chaka[image: External link] of Wakanda. Security footage indicates the bomber is Barnes, whom T'Chaka's son, T'Challa, vows to kill. Informed by Sharon Carter of Barnes' whereabouts and the authorities' intentions to kill him, Rogers tries to bring in Barnes—his childhood friend and war comrade—himself. Rogers and Wilson track Barnes to Bucharest[image: External link] and attempt to protect him from T'Challa and the authorities, but all four, including T'Challa, are apprehended.

Helmut Zemo tracks down and kills Barnes' old Hydra handler, stealing a book containing the trigger words that activate Barnes' brainwashing. Impersonating a psychiatrist sent to interview Barnes, Zemo recites the words to make Barnes obey him. He questions Barnes, then sends him on a rampage to cover his own escape. Rogers stops Barnes and sneaks him away. When Barnes regains his senses, he explains that Zemo is the real Vienna bomber and wanted the location of the Siberian Hydra base, where other brainwashed "Winter Soldiers" are kept in cryogenic stasis. Unwilling to wait for authorization to apprehend Zemo, Rogers and Wilson go rogue, and recruit Maximoff, Clint Barton, and Scott Lang[image: External link] to their cause. With Ross's permission, Stark assembles a team composed of Romanoff, T'Challa, James Rhodes, Vision, and Peter Parker to capture the renegades. Stark's team intercepts Rogers' group at Leipzig/Halle Airport[image: External link], where they fight until Romanoff allows Rogers and Barnes to escape. The rest of Rogers' team is captured and detained at the Raft prison[image: External link], while Rhodes is partially paralyzed after being inadvertently shot down by Vision, and Romanoff goes into exile.

Stark discovers evidence that Barnes was framed by Zemo and convinces Wilson to give him Rogers' destination. Without informing Ross, Stark goes to the Siberian Hydra facility and strikes a truce with Rogers and Barnes, unaware they were secretly followed by T'Challa. They find that the other super-soldiers have been killed by Zemo, who shows them footage that reveals that Barnes killed Stark's parents in 1991. Enraged that Rogers kept this from him, Stark turns on them both, dismembering Barnes' robotic arm. Rogers disables Stark's armor and departs with Barnes, leaving his shield behind. Satisfied that he has avenged his family's deaths in Sokovia from the Avengers' actions by irreparably fracturing them, Zemo attempts suicide, but is stopped by T'Challa and taken to the authorities.

In the aftermath, Stark provides Rhodes with exoskeletal leg braces that allow him to walk again, while Rogers breaks his allies out of the Raft. In a mid-credits scene, Barnes, granted asylum in Wakanda, chooses to return to cryogenic sleep until a cure for his brainwashing is found. In a post-credits scene[image: External link], Parker tests a new gadget.
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Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America:
The leader of a faction of Avengers against regulation;[5][6] a World War II veteran who was enhanced to the peak of human physicality and frozen in suspended animation, before waking up in the modern world.[7][8] Director Anthony Russo described Captain America's character arc in the film as taking "him from the most ra-ra company man" to someone who is "a somewhat willing propagandist" to "an insurgent" at the end of the film.[9] Unlike the comics' Civil War, the film was never going to kill Rogers, as the directors thought that was "an easy ending ... The more difficult and more interesting place to leave a family fight is: can these important relationships ever be repaired? Is this family broken permanently?"[10] Evans' training regimen to get in shape for the role included weight lifting, which consisted of "the classic bodyweight and bodybuilding stuff", gymnastics and plyometrics[image: External link], while staying away from cardio-based exercises, along with a high-protein diet.[11] His costume in the film received "subtle changes to all the details and cut" as well as its color, becoming a combination of the stealth suit from Winter Soldier and the Avengers: Age of Ultron suit.[12]




	
Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link] as Tony Stark / Iron Man:
The leader of a faction of Avengers in support of regulation;[5][6] a self-described genius, billionaire, playboy, and philanthropist with electromechanical suits of armor of his own invention.[13][14] Anthony Russo said that Stark's egomania allowed the writers "to bring him to a point in his life where he was willing to submit to an authority, where he felt it was the right thing to do." Joe Russo added that because of the visions Stark saw in Age of Ultron, he now has a guilt complex which "drives him to make very specific decisions," calling his emotional arc "very complicated".[9] Downey's personal trainer Eric Oram stated that the trick to pitting Rogers against Stark, "is to show Iron Man using the 'minimum force' necessary to win the fight".[15] Marvel initially wanted Downey's part to be smaller, but "Downey wanted Stark to have a more substantial role in the film's plot." Variety[image: External link] noted that Downey would receive $40 million plus backend for his participation, as well as an additional payout if the film outperformed The Winter Soldier, as Marvel would attribute that success to Downey's presence.[16]




	
Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow:
An Avenger allied with Stark;[5][6] formerly a highly trained S.H.I.E.L.D. spy.[17] Anthony Russo noted her torn allegiances in the film, saying "her head is with Tony's side of things, but her heart is with Cap in a lot of ways."[9] Johansson added that Romanoff is "looking to strategize her position, putting herself in a place where she is able to let the powers that be fight it out" in order for her to "have a better perspective of what's really going on."[18] Describing her character's situation after the events of Avengers: Age of Ultron, Johansson said, "I think that the Widow's past will always haunt her. She's trying to move forward, she's trying to pick up the pieces of her life."[19] She also said that Romanoff is at a point in her life where she can make choices herself, without having others have a hand in the decision process.[20] On the continuation of the relationship between Romanoff and Rogers from The Winter Soldier, Joe Russo said that they wanted to "test it" by having Romanoff point out to Rogers the mistakes the team have made and convince him "that it might not be as black and white as he sees it" and that the Avengers must "find a way to work within the system so that [they] aren't disbanded."[9]




	
Sebastian Stan[image: External link] as Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier:
A physically enhanced brainwashed assassin allied with Rogers;[5][6] his best friend who reemerged after being thought killed in action[image: External link] during World War II.[21][22][23] This portrayal is an amalgam of Barnes and the Winter Soldier, with Stan saying, "here's the guy when you merge the two. This is what came out. To me, he's never really going to be Bucky Barnes again. There's going to be recognizable things about him, but his path through the [experiences of] Winter Soldier is always going to be there, haunting him."[24] Because of this, the character has more lines in the film than in Winter Soldier.[25]




	
Anthony Mackie[image: External link] as Sam Wilson / Falcon:
An Avenger allied with Rogers;[5][6] a former pararescueman[image: External link] trained by the military in aerial combat using a specially designed wing pack.[26] Wilson is aided by a robotic drone named Redwing.[27] Discussing the relationship between Wilson and Rogers, Mackie said, "With Falcon and Cap, what's so great is there's a mutual respect. There's a soldier respect. What's great about ... [Captain America: Civil War] is you get to see their relationship grow,"[28] adding, "He respects and admires Cap because Cap earned his rank as opposed to sitting in an office and just delegating orders."[29] Joe Russo stated that the inclusion of Barnes to Rogers' side forces Wilson to question the dynamic and relationship he has with Rogers going forward.[9]




	
Don Cheadle[image: External link] as James "Rhodey" Rhodes / War Machine:
An Avenger allied with Stark;[5][6] an officer in the U.S. Air Force[image: External link] who operates the War Machine armor.[30] Cheadle called Rhodes' appearance in the film a "bit more intense and pivotal" compared to his previous appearances.[31]




	
Jeremy Renner[image: External link] as Clint Barton / Hawkeye:
A master archer[image: External link] allied with Rogers;[5][6] a retired Avenger and S.H.I.E.L.D. agent.[12][32] On Barton's reasons for joining Rogers' side, Renner said, "Cap was the first guy who called. Let's just get the job done so I can get home to the family,"[29] along with feeling an obligation to side with Scarlet Witch, since her brother, Pietro Maximoff / Quicksilver[image: External link], sacrificed himself to save Barton in Avengers: Age of Ultron.[33] On how he and Barton fit into the Marvel Cinematic Universe, Renner said, "I'm happy to be the ensemble. I'm not scratching or clawing to do a solo movie by any means ... I think [Barton's] a utility guy that can bounce around into other people's universes a little bit".[34]




	
Chadwick Boseman[image: External link] as T'Challa / Black Panther:
The prince of the African nation of Wakanda allied with Stark,[5][6][35][36][37] who gains superhuman abilities from ingesting the Heart Shaped Herb.[38] Producer Kevin Feige explained that the character was included "because we needed a third party. We needed fresh eyes who wasn't embedded with the Avengers and who has a very different point of view than either Tony or Steve." T'Challa is in the "beginning phases of taking on" the Black Panther mantle,[39] and appears in more than a cameo, with a full arc and character journey with "his own conflict and his own people that he's looking out for."[40] Boseman did not audition for the role, instead having a "discussion about what [Marvel] wanted to do and how I saw it and what I wanted to do."[41] T'Challa is torn between needing to live up to traditions and the legacy of his father and Wakanda, and how things need to happen in the present.[40] Boseman developed the Wakandan accent himself, and used it during the entire production "whether he was on camera or not",[10] while the Wakandan language was based on the Xhosa language[image: External link], which Boseman was taught by John Kani[image: External link] (who plays T'Challa's father T'Chaka[image: External link]).[42] The Black Panther costume is a combination of a practical costume and visual effects, featuring a vibranium mesh weave similar to chainmail[image: External link].[9] Costume designer Judianna Makovsky[image: External link] called the Black Panther costume "difficult" since "you needed sort of a feline body, but it’s hard and practical at the same time. You needed a feeling of some sort of ethnicity in there, but of a world [Wakanda] we weren’t really creating yet, so you didn’t want to go too far and say too much about that world." Additionally, Makovsky felt creating T'Challa's royal look was "a bit of a challenge", avoiding African robes after learning actual African royalty are generally "educated in the West [and] get dressed in Savile Row[image: External link]."[43] Boseman has a five picture deal with Marvel.[44]




	
Paul Bettany[image: External link] as Vision:
An android and Avenger allied with Stark;[5][6] created using the artificial intelligence J.A.R.V.I.S. and the Mind Stone[image: External link].[30] Because the Vision was only created in the previous film, Age of Ultron, Bettany said, "you see my character get born... He must be both omnipotent and yet totally naive at the same time. And experiencing the world in real time and his place in it. Is he going to be a force of good or a force of evil?"[45] Bettany also said he was interested in exploring "what it means to be human and what love is" with the character, as "The only way one can guarantee one's loyalty is love."[46] This is exhibited in the connection Vision begins to form with Wanda Maximoff, with Bettany commenting, "They both have these new burgeoning powers that they don’t understand ... I think he’s worried that they’re both dangerous. So he feels this real connection with her."[47] As the Vision has the ability to create a projected disguise, he chooses to dress similarly to Howard Stark's attache, Edwin Jarvis.[12]




	
Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link] as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch:
An Avenger allied with Rogers;[6][48] she can engage in hypnosis[image: External link] and telekinesis[image: External link].[49] According to Olsen, the character is "coming into her own and starting to understand and have conflict with how she wants to use her abilities."[50] As such, Maximoff's costume was "relatively casual" and "more clothes-based than superhero-based" according to Makovsky, since the Russos believed Maximoff was not a full-fledged Avenger yet.[51] When asked about the relationship between her character and the Vision compared to the comics, Olsen said, "You learn a little bit more about what connects [Scarlet and Vision] in this film. And I think there's some really sweet moments between Paul and I, and it's more about how they relate to one another and their similarities just based on their superpowers."[52]




	
Paul Rudd[image: External link] as Scott Lang / Ant-Man[image: External link]:
A former petty criminal allied with Rogers;[5][6] he acquired a suit that allows him to shrink or grow in scale while also increasing in strength.[30][53][54] Rudd's suit "is streamlined and more high-tech" from the one seen in Ant-Man[image: External link].[12] Ant-Man director Peyton Reed[image: External link] had discussed the character and the way that the Ant-Man production had shot certain sequences with the Russo brothers, saying, "As we were doing [Ant-Man] and we were in post and they were getting ready to head out to Atlanta to do Civil War, we had a lot of conversations ... It's important because there's this continuity that has to happen in this universe."[55] On the decision to have Lang grow in size to become Giant-Man[image: External link] in the airport battle, Feige said, "It was just a great idea to turn the tide of the battle in a huge, shocking, unexpected way. We have a lot of ideas for [Ant-Man and the Wasp[image: External link]], none of which are contingent upon revealing Giant-Man, so we thought this would be the fun, unbelievable unexpected way to do that."[56] Anthony Russo added that the transformation was the continuation of Lang's character arc from Ant-Man, saying "He's just really impressed with Captain America, he just wants to deliver and he figures out a way to deliver where he might actually tear himself in half but he's willing to do it and it works."[57]




	
Emily VanCamp[image: External link] as Sharon Carter:
A former agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. and Peggy Carter's niece, who now works for the CIA[image: External link] and supports Rogers.[5][6][58][59] VanCamp stated that her character sides with Rogers because they both have "similar moral compasses".[60] On a potential relationship between Rogers and Carter as in the comics, Evans said, "he's certainly open to it. Sharon is obviously relevant, but ... we don't have to tie it up in one movie. So they have time."[20] VanCamp added, "We get to explore... I can't say we are going to that extent of it, but they are certainly getting to know each other."[60]




	
Tom Holland[image: External link] as Peter Parker / Spider-Man:
A teenager allied with Stark;[61] he received spider-like abilities after being bitten by a genetically altered spider.[62][63][64][65] Feige said that Parker would be torn between superhero ideologies, saying, "Does he want to be like these other characters? Does he want nothing to do with these other characters? How does that impact his experience, being this grounded but super powerful hero? Those are all the things that Stan Lee and Steve Ditko[image: External link] played with in the first 10 years of his comics, and that now we can play with for the first time in a movie."[66] On aligning with Stark, Anthony Russo said that, despite entering the conflict after the two factions have formed and not having much political investment, Parker's choice comes from "a very personal relationship" he develops with Stark.[61][67] The Russos hoped "to take a very logical and realistic and naturalistic approach to the character" compared to the previous film portrayals. Anthony Russo added that the character's introduction had to fit "that specific tonal stylistic world" of the MCU, as well as the tone established by the directors in Winter Soldier, saying, "It's a little more grounded and a little more hard-core contemporary." That was "coloring our choices a lot" with Parker.[68] On the Spider-Man suit, Joe Russo described it as "a slightly more traditional, Steve Ditko influenced suit," and that the film would explore the way the suit operates, particularly the mechanical eyes.[69] Holland chose not to read the whole Civil War script in order to avoid potentially leaking plot information publicly.[70] He is signed on for at least three films, not including his Civil War appearance.[71] Holland later expanded, saying he was signed for "three Spider-Man movies and three solo movies".[72]




	
Frank Grillo[image: External link] as Brock Rumlow / Crossbones:
Former commander of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s counter-terrorism S.T.R.I.K.E. team, who was revealed to be an agent of Hydra. On returning to the character, Grillo said "He's a badass. He is just vicious. I like the idea that it's no holds barred. I was 15 pounds bigger when I did Cap 2, and I'll put another 15 pounds on to do Cap 3."[73] However, he cautioned that "This movie is such a big movie with a lot of people in it, so you don't get as much of the time that you'd like to have."[74] Grillo stated that Rumlow's main objective in the film is to seek revenge—"Whatever Rumlow was feeling as far as being torn between which side he should be on, which I think he was, is gone now."[75]




	
William Hurt[image: External link] as Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross[image: External link]:
The United States Secretary of State[image: External link] and former U.S. Army[image: External link] general[image: External link] dedicated to capturing the Hulk.[27][30] Hurt, on returning to the MCU after appearing in The Incredible Hulk[image: External link], said, "I don't think it's a reprise, I think it's a new iteration completely,"[76] adding, "what [the writers have] done is they've taken a character ... and made a new version... a more modernized style."[77] Joe Russo added that Ross was the perfect character to use because he has "a fanatical anti-superhero point of view" and has "become much savvier and more political and has put himself in a position of power, not unlike a Colin Powell[image: External link]. He's cornering the Avengers politically now, he's out-maneuvering them." Joe also added that Ross was included because the Russos felt it was important to make The Incredible Hulk "relevant again within the [MCU]" since it "may have been forgotten about a little bit".[9]




	
Daniel Brühl[image: External link] as Helmut Zemo:[26][78]
A Sokovian colonel[image: External link]-turned-terrorist who is obsessed with defeating the Avengers. Zemo, who goes by multiple names in the film,[62] does not wear his signature mask from the comics. Brühl said the version appearing in the film is "loosely connected" to the character from the comics and that was a reason he liked Marvel, as "some of the characters and things they're dealing with always reference to current events so my character is from a different area than you would think."[79] Feige described the character as "very much a product of the [Marvel] Cinematic Universe and all that has occurred within that universe up to this point",[62] while Anthony Russo called him "an everyman. His approach was: I’ve seen these guys fight enough to know I can’t win. But what I can do is figure out ways to undermine them. He’s emotionally driven and he finds a weak spot."[10] Brühl, who was cast due to his German accent, did not feel the role was a stereotype, saying, "It's not a guy who's mean and sinister, but he's actually very clever—a very smart guy who does everything out of a very understandable reason and motivation."[80] Brühl also stated that Zemo may re-appear in future MCU films,[79] with Moore adding that, while Zemo has a purpose in this film, it is more to set up a future film.[81]






Additionally, John Slattery[image: External link] and Kerry Condon[image: External link] reprise their roles as Howard Stark and the voice of F.R.I.D.A.Y. from previous MCU films.[82][83] Martin Freeman[image: External link] is introduced as Everett K. Ross[image: External link], a member of the Joint Counter Terrorism Center and a character associated with Black Panther in the comics.[84][85] Freeman described Ross as someone who "works for the American government ... [and] works in conjunction with the superheroes, and certain agencies that help to tame the superheroes' power".[86] Feige added that Ross would appear briefly in the film, with the intent being to expand on the character's role in future films.[62] Marisa Tomei[image: External link] appears as May Parker[image: External link], Peter Parker's aunt;[87] John Kani[image: External link] appears as T'Chaka, father of T'Challa and ruler of Wakanda;[82] Hope Davis[image: External link] appears as Maria Stark, Tony Stark's mother;[88] Gene Farber[image: External link] appears as Vasily Karpov[image: External link], the Hydra official who oversaw the Winter Soldier program;[89] and Florence Kasumba[image: External link] portrays Ayo[image: External link], a member of T'Challa's Dora Milaje[image: External link].[90] Alfre Woodard[image: External link], who portrays Mariah Dillard[image: External link] in the MCU TV series Luke Cage[image: External link], briefly appears in the film as Miriam Sharpe[image: External link], the mother of an American citizen killed in the battle of Sokovia. Woodard was suggested for the role by Downey before Marvel Studios learned of her casting in Luke Cage.[91] Jim Rash[image: External link] appears as a faculty member at MIT,[92][93] while Stan Lee makes a cameo appearance as a FedEx[image: External link] deliveryman,[93][94] and co-director Joe Russo cameos as Theo Broussard, a psychiatrist murdered by Zemo.[89][95] Damion Poitier[image: External link], who appeared as Thanos in The Avengers before Josh Brolin[image: External link] was cast in that role for subsequent films, appears as one of Crossbones' mercenaries.[89]
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In March 2014, Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link] confirmed that they had signed on to return as directors for a third Captain America film, along with Chris Evans as Captain America, Kevin Feige[image: External link] as producer, and Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely[image: External link] as screenwriters.[8][97] Markus and McFeely had been working on the screenplay since late 2013,[98] while the Russo brothers began work in February 2014.[99][100] The re-hiring of the directors, three months before the release of Captain America: The Winter Soldier, came as a result of Marvel executives being impressed with test screenings[image: External link] of that film.[8]

In an April 2014 interview, Joe Russo described the project as a continuation of the story from Captain America: The Winter Soldier: "What’s nice about the film is that ... it's a two-parter. There's a journey that the Winter Soldier goes on that isn't complete yet."[101] That month, Marvel announced a release date of May 6, 2016,[102] and Trent Opaloch[image: External link], who was the cinematographer on The Winter Soldier, said he would return for the sequel.[103] In July, Markus and McFeely stated that they were midway through a first draft for the film, on which principal photography was expected to begin in April 2015.[104] The following month, they stated that they were looking to make the tone of the film "an amalgam" of The First Avenger and The Winter Soldier,[105] with the Russos likening it to a psychological thriller[image: External link], citing Seven[image: External link], Fargo[image: External link], and The Godfather[image: External link] as influences,[6] along with westerns[image: External link] and Brian De Palma[image: External link]'s films.[81] The Russos also stated that "a good portion of [Civil War is] actually funnier than Winter Soldier" with a more comedic tone and lighter moments throughout.[106]

In August 2014, the Russos stated that the film would be set "a couple years" after The Winter Soldier, and would continue to focus on Steve Rogers' relationship with Bucky Barnes as well as the political themes related to Captain America. Anthony stated, "The character was invented for an explicitly political purpose. So it's hard to get away from that nature." The Russos also said that they would be "bringing some new elements to the table that will give us a twist on Winter Soldier",[107] and indicated that filming was scheduled to begin in Atlanta. They described themselves as "ecstatic" with a first draft of the screenplay submitted by Markus and McFeely, and also stated that the film's title would be announced "in a month or so at most", and that the concept and title for the film came from Feige, who had it "for a while".[99][108] In September, Joe expanded by saying the film would have another "big idea that alters the universe as a whole in some way" similar to S.H.I.E.L.D. falling in The Winter Soldier. The rest of the film, such as the characters, story, and tone, would be left open to the Russos' and writers' interpretations.[108]
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By October 2014, Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link] had entered final negotiations to reprise his role as Tony Stark / Iron Man in the film. Downey was added in order for the film to adapt the 2006–07 "Civil War" comic book storyline written by Mark Millar, which pitted Iron Man against Captain America.[16] At the end of the month, it was confirmed that Sebastian Stan[image: External link] would return as Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier.[21] A few days later, Marvel revealed that the film would be titled Captain America: Civil War, confirming Downey's appearance and announcing that Chadwick Boseman[image: External link] would appear in the film as Black Panther ahead of his own solo film[image: External link].[13][35][36] Feige also confirmed that the film would be the first in the MCU's Phase Three[image: External link] slate of films.[96] Anthony Russo stated that adapting the "Civil War" storyline was not always the intended storyline and direction for the film when the brothers initially signed on to return as directors.[109] Markus expanded on this, saying the original concept for a third Captain America film "never got to draft", with Feige at some point telling the writing team to begin adapting "Civil War" around their original ideas. McFeely also added that, despite the shift in direction for the film, "The central theme, even the way Zemo is operating, are from that [early] iteration."[110] The Russos revealed that, had negotiations with Downey to appear in the film failed, they would have used the Madbomb storyline from the Captain America comics, which was eventually used as a plot point in the first season of the Agent Carter TV series. The premise for the film would have centered on Zemo detonating the Madbomb, which would "turn hordes of people into berserkers" to present a physical threat to Captain America, while still pitting heroes against each other, as some would be zombified due to the Madbomb, to satisfy an "emotional component" for the film.[111]

McFeely said that the idea of basing a film on "Civil War" had "been on and off the table for a while" at Marvel Studios, explaining, "it's a challenge to do it and make sure that all the characters that we've established, and everyone's established in the MCU are serviced and sound correct. Because there's a difference between the characters in "Civil War", which was written in 2006, 2007. The MCU doesn't exist [when it was written]. There isn't a Robert Downey, Jr. or Chris Evans who has helped create the character[s] so we need to make sure that that template gets adjusted".[112] Joe Russo added that the "essence" of "Civil War" was used, such as "the concept of registration, the notion that heroes need to be either monitored or controlled because their power can be scary" being applicable. Anthony Russo expanded, "in a lot of ways [superhero registration] can be a political issue, and we didn't want the conflict of the movie to solely exist on that level. We wanted to figure out very personal reasons why everyone's relationship to this idea of registration is going to become complicated. That's what the relationship between Steve and Bucky allowed us to do, to get very personal in terms of why people would lean one way or the other."[9] Executive producer Nate Moore added that "it felt like it was kind of the right time" to adapt "Civil War" given The Avengers, plus many of the Phase Two films (Thor: The Dark World, The Winter Soldier, and Avengers: Age of Ultron), all dealt with "world-ending experiences. We felt like we had to tell the next step in that story, which is ... what is the world's reaction?"[6]

In November 2014, Daniel Brühl[image: External link] joined the ensemble cast[image: External link] in an unspecified role,[26][113] while Anthony Mackie[image: External link] and Frank Grillo[image: External link] were confirmed to return as Sam Wilson / Falcon and Brock Rumlow / Crossbones, respectively.[26][73] Following the November 2014 hacking of Sony Pictures' computers[image: External link], emails between Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] co-chairman Amy Pascal[image: External link] and president Doug Belgrad[image: External link] were released stating that Marvel wanted to include Spider-Man (whose film rights are licensed to Sony) in the film, but talks between the studios concerning this were believed to have broken down.[114] However, in February 2015, Sony Pictures and Marvel Studios reached a licensing deal[image: External link] for the use of Spider-Man in an MCU film,[115] and reports indicated that the character would indeed appear in Civil War.[116][117] The Russos stated they were lobbying[image: External link] for months to include the character in the film.[106] In January 2015, Mackie revealed that, in addition to Atlanta, filming locations would include Puerto Rico[image: External link] and Berlin[image: External link],[118] while the Russo brothers confirmed that Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] would return in the film as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow.[17] Editor[image: External link] Jeffrey Ford[image: External link], who worked on The Winter Soldier, also signed on for Civil War.[119] In March 2015, Jeremy Renner[image: External link] was revealed to be reprising his role as Clint Barton / Hawkeye.[32] The next month, it was revealed that the film would be converted to 3D[image: External link] in post-production,[120] and that Brühl would be playing Helmut Zemo.[78] Additionally, Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link] revealed she would reprise her role in the film as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch.[49]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] began on April 27, 2015,[120][121] in Fayette County, Georgia[image: External link] at Pinewood Atlanta Studios[image: External link],[122] under the working title[image: External link] Sputnik.[123] Other filming locations in the Atlanta metropolitan area[image: External link] included the Buckhead[image: External link] district of Atlanta;[124] the Peachtree Christian Church in Midtown Atlanta[image: External link];[125] Downtown Atlanta[image: External link],[126] including an area near Philips Arena[image: External link] known as The Gulch, which served as the market in Lagos;[127] Norcross, Georgia[image: External link];[124] Porsche[image: External link]'s headquarters in Atlanta at Aerotropolis Atlanta[image: External link], which served as the Avengers' headquarters in the film;[29] and the Atlanta Civic Center, which served as the IBID (Infection Disease Development) laboratory in Lagos; the latter's interiors doubled as MIT[image: External link], and a third part was used for a Berlin location.[127] Trent Opaloch served as director of photography,[103] while Chad Stahelski[image: External link], David Leitch[image: External link], and Spiro Razatos were second unit[image: External link] directors.[128]

In early May, Marvel announced that Martin Freeman[image: External link] was cast in an unspecified role,[84] while also reprising roles in the film would be Paul Bettany[image: External link] as Vision, Don Cheadle[image: External link] as James Rhodes / War Machine, Paul Rudd[image: External link] as Scott Lang / Ant-Man[image: External link], Emily VanCamp[image: External link] as Sharon Carter, and William Hurt[image: External link] as Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross[image: External link], respectively.[30][58] Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link], who appeared as Nick Fury in the two previous Captain America films, said he was "surprised" to discover that he would not be in Captain America: Civil War, after "the Russo Brothers told [him he] was."[129] Moore stated that Fury was not included "because he didn't add anything to the Civil War story they were telling",[81] while Markus stated that they did not want him to choose any particular side because "that's not his place in the universe".[130] On each of the character's ties to the plot, Anthony Russo said that each character was examined on a personal level to see how they would respond to the idea of registration.[9] On the portrayal of each character, Joe Russo said that he and his brother had strong "emotional" and "psychological connection[s] to [these] characters" as children, adding, "We want to reach into that and understand what elementally motivated you to love the character. That's what we try to bring out in the characters now." He also mentioned that they were "trying to honor the feeling of naturalism and to honor the feeling of reality [with the film]."[68]

After the reveal of the film's full cast, many outlets and fans began referring to the film as "Avengers 2.5 ", given the variety and ensemble nature of the cast, usually reserved for the Avengers films, and the fact that the film no longer felt like a Captain America-centric one, as with The Winter Soldier.[131][132][133][134][135] In response to this, Feige said, "What's fun about Civil War though is, as you know from the comics, it's a very simple story. And it really has to be, to accommodate that many players. It's very much a Captain America movie and it's very much a sequel to the Winter Soldier in ways I don't think people [will expect].... It's a very simple structure that allows you to have these amazing character interactions in a way that I don't think becomes overwhelming."[136] Feige also revealed that Hope van Dyne[image: External link] / Wasp was in an original draft of the film, after receiving the Wasp costume at the end of Ant-Man[image: External link], but was cut because "there are so many characters in Civil War that we didn't want to do her a disservice," saying Marvel was "saving" the character for a better environment to reveal van Dyne in the Wasp costume for the first time and see "her dynamic with Scott [Lang] in a way it could play out".[137]

At the end of May, the Russo brothers, along with Feige and Pascal, held a screen test[image: External link] in Atlanta for six teenage actors that were being eyed for the role of Peter Parker / Spider-Man, with the actors testing against Downey and Evans for "chemistry";[71][109][138] Tom Holland[image: External link] was cast as the character the next month, to also appear in a solo film[image: External link].[63] The Russos "were pretty vocal about who we wanted for the part", pushing to cast an actor close to the age of Peter Parker in the comics, in order to differentiate from the previous portrayals. They also praised Holland for having a dancing and gymnastics background.[62] At the time, Marvel did not confirm his involvement in Civil War,[64][139] due to being contractually obligated not to talk[image: External link] about his inclusion publicly.[62] The Russos discussed this, saying that the various business deals and agreements stemming from the sharing of the character rights, such as on a promotional and commercial level, "were always lagging slightly behind how we were using the character. We were always in danger of upsetting the deal—there were still sensitive issues going on between the two studios that they needed to agree on."[140] Holland was confirmed to appear in the film in July 2015, by Jonathan M. Goldstein[image: External link], one of the writers of the solo Spider-Man film,[65] and later by Entertainment Weekly from a set visit.[62] Jon Watts[image: External link], director of Spider-Man: Homecoming, was on set for the filming of Spider-Man's scenes, in order to "see what they were doing with it, and that informed where we eventually took it," and provide "ideas about this and that."[141] Anthony Russo stated that, despite Marvel telling them to have a "plan B[image: External link]" should the deal with Sony fail, the Russos never created one because "it was very important to us to reintroduce" Spider-Man in the film, adding, "We only have envisioned the movie with Spider-Man."[142]

By the end of June, filming reached the halfway mark,[143] with production moving to Germany in early August.[144] Filming locations in Germany included the Olympic Stadium[image: External link] in Berlin,[145] and the Leipzig/Halle Airport[image: External link] in Schkeuditz[image: External link].[146] Additional filming also took place in Puerto Rico and Norway,[30][118][147] and was scheduled to in Iceland.[30] Principal photography wrapped[image: External link] on August 22, 2015.[148][149]

Captain America: Civil War was the first film to use IMAX[image: External link]'s digital 2D cameras, made in partnership with Arri[image: External link], which was a customized version of the Arri Alexa 65[image: External link]. According to Joe Russo, approximately fifteen minutes of the film, the sequence where the two factions fight at Leipzig/Halle Airport, which was described as having "incredible scale to it" and referred to by the directors as the "splash panel[image: External link]", were shot with the cameras.[54][120] Opaloch noted that there were discussions late in pre-production to shoot the entire film with the Alexa 65 cameras. However, because of how close it was to the start of shooting as well as the idea being "such a large-scale undertaking", it was decided to only use them for the airport sequence, with the rest of film being shot on Arri Alexa XT[image: External link] digital cameras. For the airport sequence, Opaloch rigged the Alexa 65s to a Technocrane[image: External link], a Steadicam[image: External link], a dolly[image: External link] as well as a drone for flyover shots, which had its own dedicated team operating it. Because of the amount of resolution the Aleax 65s offered, Opaloch chose to use medium close-ups instead of close-ups, and for his wide shots, hold the shot a bit longer, "maybe with a slight camera move that allows the viewer to take it all in."[150]
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In September 2015, Mark Ruffalo[image: External link], who plays Bruce Banner / Hulk in the MCU films, stated that his character was originally in the Civil War script, but was removed due to the end of Age of Ultron, as Marvel did not "want to reveal where [he is] and why" in this film.[151] Markus added that as soon as the Hulk joined a side, the fight would be quickly over, saying, "You've got to kind of choose your roster [of characters] depending on what kind of fight you want to have."[62] He later explained that he contemplated having the Hulk appear at the very end of the film, but decided against it, feeling that he was over-stuffing the film with characters, adding, "[The Hulk] has clearly gone somewhere at the end of [Age of] Ultron, and that's a story. Don't blow it off and put it in a little tiny chunk just to put in a little extra filigree on our movie."[152] Additionally, Ross' alter ego, Red Hulk[image: External link], was also considered for inclusion, but the Russos felt that part of the character would need a proper backstory which they could not afford to give in the already crowded film. They felt that Ross "was there sort of as the government's agenda and not to add another complicated super powered character to the mix." Spider-Man's Iron Spider[image: External link] suit was also considered.[153]

That November, Joe Russo stated that the theme of the film was betrayal, calling it "extremely emotional. [The film] hinges on that emotion, and on a very personal level we didn't want [it] to become about politics and people arguing about platitudes. The third act is built around a very personal moment between [Captain America and Iron Man]."[9] The Russos spent a great deal of time with Markus, McFeely, and Moore to ensure each character's emotional arc tracked through the entire film correctly, though realized that at some point "you have to sacrifice logic for expediency".[81] Speaking about the post-production process in January 2016, the Russo brothers said, "This has been the easiest post process we've ever had on a film. We're very happy with how the movie was. Everyone is very happy with where the movie was. For us, the tricky thing is the effects because it's a very complicated movie and there are some really big sequences in the film. The effects are on a much larger scale than the work we did on Winter Soldier. That's the part that becomes really difficult because you don't have a lot of time and everyone has very high standards. So everyone starts killing themselves at this point...we'll be done with the movie in two and a half months."[106] They also stated that the film would be doing "a few reshoots" in mid-to-late January.[106][154]

In February, Freeman's character was revealed to be Everett K. Ross[image: External link],[85] and Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link] was reported to have joined the film for the January reshoots, reprising her role as Pepper Potts;[155] however, in April 2016, it was revealed that Paltrow does not appear in the film,[156] with Anthony Russo explaining that Paltrow's contract with Marvel had ended after Iron Man 3, and "we decided early on that we could make Pepper’s break-up [with Tony Stark] have an emotional impact without actually having a scene with her."[10] On March 16, 2016, the Russo stated the film was "about a week and a half away from" completion,[157] with Joe adding that the film would have a post-credits scene[image: External link], with the possibility for two or three total.[69] The film was completed on April 4, 2016.[158] Later in April, Alfre Woodard[image: External link] and Jim Rash[image: External link] were revealed to be cast in the film,[92] while Feige explained that Black Panther director Ryan Coogler[image: External link] contributed some dialogue for Black Panther in several scenes during reshoots.[159] At the film's premiere, it was revealed that Marisa Tomei[image: External link] appears in the film as May Parker[image: External link], Peter Parker's aunt.[87]

Nearly 20 visual effects studios worked on Captain America: Civil War including Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link] (ILM), Lola VFX, Method Studios[image: External link], Luma Pictures[image: External link], Dneg[image: External link], Image Engine[image: External link], Trixter[image: External link], Cinesite[image: External link], and The Third Floor[image: External link] amongst others. Lola VFX de-aged[image: External link] Downey Jr. in a scene that involved a younger holographic version of himself. Lola VFX's visual effects supervisor, Trent Claus said, "In this case, we analyzed footage of Mr. Downey at the approximate age that we wanted to target, which was around the time of the film Less Than Zero[image: External link] [when Downey was in his early 20s]." He also noted the difficulty of the scene, due to it being close to 4,000 frames, and the fact that Downey was moving his head from side to side multiple times. Lola also worked on visual effects for the Vision.[147] The Third Floor extensively previsualized[image: External link] the film including the fight scene at Leipzig/Halle Airport. Gerardo Ramirez, the Previs and Postvis Supervisor for The Third Floor said:


We visualized most of the major scenes in the film, some that were more story driven and some that were more action and story driven. The Russos used various methods for planning and they used each department for what it does best. The early edits were a combination of storyboards, previs and stunt performance clips. Stunts would choreograph the hand-to-hand action while the storyboards would be used for character story moments and previs was used for the big action scenes that involved many digital characters.[147]



Method Studios, which worked on 440 shots, was responsible for the helicopter sequence in the middle of the film and the climatic fight between Iron Man, Bucky, and Captain America. The original intent for the helicopter sequence was to place the scene next to the Paul-Löbe-Haus, where the Bundestag[image: External link] meets; however, the location was not allowed to be shown in the film, resulting in Method needing to create a full CGI background. For the climatic fight, one of the challenges for Method was getting the color of Iron Man's suit correct, opting to go with a more "classic Iron Man look versus the really glossy car paint look" that Iron Man had in the previous Avengers films. ILM was primarily responsible for the visual effects during the large-scale fight sequence at the airport, along with creating the digital assets for all of the characters. VFX supervisor Russell Earl, stated that the 20 minute scene grew to be an almost fully digital sequence explaining, "We ultimately ended up replacing 99% of everything that was shot with the actors being lifted from the background. Originally both Spider-Man and Black Panther were planned to be photographed elements but we ended up almost completely replacing them." Luma Pictures, who also worked on Winter Soldier, was assigned with completing shots of Bucky's arm and his metal brainwashing chair. They also worked on Bucky's escape from the task force lobby and designed Iron Man's new hybrid nanotechnology[image: External link] armor, which was an homage to the character's Bleeding Edge armor[image: External link] from the comics. Their work totaled approximately 200 shots.[147]

Design firm Sarofsky once again worked on the film's main-on-end title sequence, having done the same for Winter Soldier. The sequence used "muted and mottled, burnt umber and steel blue and cold grey" colors, which were stark contrasts to the sequences for Winter Soldier and The First Avenger (the later created by Method Design) which were "a minimalist graphic approach, reducing the key players to silhouettes and paring the palette down to three colors" and "vibrant and iconic propaganda art comes to life, enticing the viewer to join the fray", respectively. Creative director Erin Sarofsky noted one of the challenges for Civil War's sequence was "to make it feel like a Captain America title sequence and not an Avengers sequence" given the amount of characters in the film.[160]
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 Music




Main articles: Captain America: Civil War (soundtrack) and Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link]


Henry Jackman[image: External link] returned from Winter Soldier to score the sequel.[161] He found the movie to be tonally different from the previous one, which necessitated a much more symphonic and orchestral score. This culminates in the final fight between Captain America, Winter Soldier, and Iron Man, the music for which Jackman described as "somewhat operatic and ... almost classical in its style".[162] Though Jackman reprised and developed his themes for Captain America and the Winter Soldier from the previous film,[163][164] and introduced motifs[image: External link] for the new characters Spider-Man, Black Panther, and Zemo,[162] he was wary of pushing the audience to one side of the central conflict or the other by using character-specific music; Jackman composed a new main theme for the film to represent the Civil War, "a generic theme to balance everything out",[165] "toward which all the characters can gravitate. It wrapped them all up and it helped to bind the movie together rather than do endless disparate themes."[166] Jackman also wrote a thriller theme that appears whenever the mystery surrounding Zemo's plan is explored. This was inspired by the works of Jerry Goldsmith[image: External link].[163] The score was released on a soundtrack album by Hollywood Records[image: External link] on May 6, 2016.[167]
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 Release




Captain America: Civil War premiered at the Dolby Theatre[image: External link] in Hollywood on April 12, 2016,[168] and was screened at CinemaCon[image: External link] 2016 on April 13.[169] The film's Southeast Asia premiere was held on April 21 at the Marina Bay Sands[image: External link] resort in Singapore[image: External link],[170] while the European premiere took place at Vue Cinemas[image: External link] in Westfield London[image: External link] on April 26.[171] The film was released internationally starting from April 27,[172] releasing in 61 countries its first weekend,[173] including the United Kingdom on April 29.[174] The North America release on May 6,[102] took place in over 4,200 theaters, of which 3,300 were in 3D, along with 378 IMAX theaters, 480 premium large-format, and 161 D-Box[image: External link] locations.[175] Internationally, the film opened in 955 IMAX theaters,[176] while South Korea saw Civil War open in an "unprecedented" 1,989 theaters.[177] In September 2014, TNT[image: External link] acquired the cable broadcast rights for Captain America: Civil War to air two years after its theatrical release.[178]
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 Marketing




In early July 2015, Marvel began a viral marketing[image: External link] campaign for Ant-Man featuring Leslie Bibb[image: External link], reprising her role from the Iron Man films as journalist Christine Everhart[image: External link], reporting for the faux news program, WHIH Newsfront[image: External link]. In one program, Everhart discusses events leading to Captain America: Civil War.[179] The post-credits scene for Ant-Man featured footage shot by the Russo brothers for Captain America: Civil War,[180][181] showing Wilson and Rogers with Barnes in their custody, and unable to contact Stark because of "the accords"; Wilson mentions that he "know[s] a guy", implying Lang.[182] Feige explained that when the post-credit sequence appears in Civil War it may appear with "different takes...different angles."[180] Stan said the scene was shot in early May 2015, and would appear in the middle of Civil War.[25] The first footage of the film debuted in August 2015 at the D23 Expo[image: External link].[27] Additional footage was shown in September 2015 at the Asia Pop Comic Convention[image: External link].[183] The footage shown at the D23 Expo and 2015 Asia Pop Comic Convention received an overwhelmingly positive response from the audiences.[184]

The first trailer for the film debuted on Jimmy Kimmel Live![image: External link] on November 25, 2015, and within hours became the number one trending topic on Twitter[image: External link].[185] The trailer was viewed 61 million times in the first 24 hours of release[image: External link], surpassing the 34 million views of Avengers: Age of Ultron's in 2014.[186] Scott Mendelson of Forbes[image: External link] called the trailer a " doozy[image: External link]" and noted that the early debut ahead of the release of Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link] was a "good show" on behalf of Disney as it was "a way to not get lost amid the 8,000 other trailers debuting with Star Wars". Mendelson also noted that based on the trailer's content, the film was being "sold as Captain America 3, as opposed to Avengers 2.5 or Iron Man 4," which could help keep the film's box office expectations in check.[187]

On February 4, 2016, Marvel released their own version of the Facebook[image: External link] "#FriendsDay" video for Captain America. The video mirrors those created by Facebook for users to celebrate the anniversary of Facebook's founding, and features images of Captain America's "friends" the Winter Soldier, Thor, Falcon and Hawkeye. The video concludes with an image of Captain America and Iron Man being torn in half. Jennifer Konerman of The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] called the video "timely" and its contents "especially relevant considering the storyline" of Civil War.[188] Three days later, a teaser debuted during Super Bowl 50[image: External link], which received the most social media activity out of all the film trailers released that day.[189][190] Anthony Breznican of Entertainment Weekly said the footage "actually feels a little more like a teaser [than a full trailer], since it shows some new shots, but really doesn’t reveal much more about the story." Additionally, he felt the chanting "unseen voices calling out, 'United...We...Stand' and 'Divided...We...Fall'" had "a football stadium vibe", complimenting it appearing during the Super Bowl.[191] Mendelson added that Marvel did not need to follow the model used for The Winter Soldier during Super Bowl XLVIII[image: External link] of showing a longer trailer after the teaser since Civil War was "frankly [a] higher-profile sequel." Overall, Mendelson felt the spot was "only a little less low-key and small(er)-scale as the trailer that debuted in" November 2015, and sold the "real world" aspect "with character drama and mostly real-world action between would-be superheroes."[192]

Four days later, on Valentine's Day[image: External link], the Facebook campaign was continued, with Marvel creating a "faux-status update" for Captain America, showing his relationship status had changed to "In a Complicated Relationship with Iron Man".[193] At The Walt Disney Company[image: External link]'s annual shareholder meeting[image: External link] in the Auditorium Theatre[image: External link] in March, CEO Bob Iger[image: External link] presented a clip from the film to "generous applause".[194] From March 7 to March 10, Marvel released individual posters for characters in the film,[195] continued its Facebook campaign with two teaser videos showcasing the participants on "Team Cap" and "Team Iron Man", and released a second trailer.[196] The trailer was viewed close to 95 million times within the first 24 hours of release, surpassing the views achieved by the first trailer. In addition, 240,000 social media posts across Twitter, Tumblr, Instagram, and Facebook, among others, were made related to the trailer, surpassing the 81,000 the Age of Ultron trailer received in 2014.[197] According to internet analytics firm ZEFR, the trailer was viewed over 62 million times from YouTube and Facebook over four days, making it the second most viewed trailer at the time, behind the 64.6 million views for the first Star Wars: The Force Awakens trailer.[198] It also became the top trailer in 2016 through March 13, 2016, according to research firm ListenFirst, for receiving the most likes, retweets and other engagement on Twitter.[199] The trailer continued to be the top viewed trailer on YouTube and Facebook for three straight weeks according to ZEFR, receiving more than 96 million total views since its release.[200]

Mendelson called the trailer "a textbook case for unnecessary second pitches...Is there anyone out there who watched that first teaser back in December and said 'Hmm, it looks good and all, but I need more evidence'?" He added that he was "a little disappointed by the big Spider-Man reveal,"[172] having previously wondered, after a Spider-Man character poster was not released with the others, if Marvel would have the "courage" to not include the character in any marketing materials before the film's release, letting the "Peter Parker scenes the film has to offer be something that is a surprise for theatrical moviegoers and/or something that drives post-opening weekend buzz".[195] Mendelson's colleague at Forbes Mark Hughes felt differently, noting that the trailer was targeting the general audience rather than just fans by giving "us more explanation [and context] of why a clearly major battle is raging between Captain America and Iron Man",[201] and by including Spider-Man since "there are plenty of surprises in these movies, and since we all already know Spider-Man is in Civil War, refusing to let us see him would frankly be a bit weird and pointless ... it's common for average filmgoers to hear some final bit of information or see some final image and feel compelled, inspired, or otherwise driven to go out to the movies that day. There are any number of factors that can come into play...and the world needed to see [Spider-Man] because it’s the sort of value-added element that can make [a] difference".[202] Graeme McMillan of The Hollywood Reporter felt that the Spider-Man reveal "alone makes the trailer", describing it as feeling "like the comic book character come to life. That awkward, voice-cracking, 'hey everyone' was as humble, playing-it-cool and cocky as he should be."[203]

With the film seemingly continuing plot threads first introduced in Age of Ultron, Mendelson wondered "to what extent the whole 'Consequences galore!' narrative of Civil War will improve Age of Ultron. As much great stuff as that movie has ... [it ultimately shows] the main hero foolishly/recklessly [bring] a world-killing threat to Earth and lots of really bad stuff goes down and yet no one seems to care at the end ... What does it mean if Civil War does retroactively improve Age of Ultron? Will we be at a point where we really can’t judge a franchise installment on its own merits because a future installment may well fix the flaws a couple years down the line?"[172] McMillan continued some of Mendelson's thinking, feeling that Marvel was "in an awkward place with Civil War" regarding superhero destruction moving forward. He wondered how superhero oversight would "actually prevent the kind of destruction that it's meant to stop ... unless the bad guys all agree to play by the new rules" as well. "Worse still ... the destruction caused by superhero fights [should now be] foremost in viewers' heads ... the audience won't be able to enjoy the sight of the Hulk smashing a random minion through a wall without thinking of the property damage and/or whoever was standing on the other side of that wall. After Civil War, can Marvel go back to pretending that everyone is okay after any large scale event ever again?"[203]

Also in March, Marvel, in partnership with the National Academy of Sciences[image: External link] Science & Entertainment Exchange[image: External link], Dolby Laboratories[image: External link], Broadcom[image: External link], and Synchrony Bank[image: External link], announced the "Girls Reforming the Future Challenge", aimed at females aged 15 through 18 in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics education) fields[image: External link], to submit projects they feel can change the world and have far-reaching effects. Five winners would attend the world premiere at the Dolby Theatre, and receive a tour of Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] and a $500 saving account from Synchrony Bank, with one grand prize winner receiving an internship at Marvel Studios.[168] On April 10, Evans debuted an exclusive clip of the film during the 2016 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link].[204] Throughout the month, the Russo brothers and the cast promoted the film in Paris, Beijing, Singapore, Berlin and London.[205] At the end of the month, Marvel released additional viral marketing videos of WHIH Newsfront, featuring Bibb once again reprising her role as Everhart. In the program, Everhart discusses with "political analyst" Will Adams, portrayed by Al Madrigal[image: External link], the cost the Avengers bring for saving the world, and if they should have regulation from the government.[206] Additional Newsfront segments saw William Sadler[image: External link] reprise his role as President Matthew Ellis, including an "exclusive" interview and his reaction to the incident involving the Avengers in Lagos.[207][208] On May 2, 2016, Evans, Renner, and executives from Marvel rang the opening bell of the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] in honor of the film's theatrical release.[209]
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At the 2015 Licensing International Expo[image: External link], Disney Consumer Products[image: External link] announced that they would partner with licensees including Hasbro[image: External link], Lego[image: External link], Funko[image: External link], Hot Wheels[image: External link], Rubies, Mad Engine, C-Life, Jay Franco, Global Brand Group, Kellogg's[image: External link], Hallmark[image: External link] and American Greetings[image: External link] to sell merchandise related to the film;[210] Coca-Cola[image: External link],[211] Google[image: External link], Samsung[image: External link], Wrigley[image: External link], Harley Davidson[image: External link], Audi[image: External link], Synchrony Financial, Pringles[image: External link], Keebler[image: External link], Pizza Hut[image: External link], Pop Secret[image: External link], Mouser Electronics[image: External link], and Vivo[image: External link], among other brands, were also licensees for the film.[212] Paul Gitter, senior VP of licensing for Marvel at Disney Consumer Products said that they will build off the success of licensed products for Avengers: Age of Ultron, including a focus on a celebration of Captain America's 75th anniversary, female apparel, healthy living and travel, and on marketing newer characters such as War Machine, Falcon, Vision, Black Widow and Black Panther. "The Avengers team is both aspirational and hugely merchandisable, made up of multiple, unique heroes coming together with amazing skills, cool vehicles and a high tech headquarters," said Gitter. "Captain America: Civil War not only gives us new storytelling for our favorite superheroes, but also introduces new ones allowing us to expand product lines for kids and fans."[210] As part of the $200 million marketing effort for the film, Harley Davidson created two customized motorcycles for the film, Audi debuted a commercial directed by the Russos featuring unreleased scenes from the film, while Pizza Hut debuted collectible boxes and Kellogg's, Pringles, and Keebler products featured virtual reality[image: External link] experiences. The lead-up to the film's release culminated in a massive online vote across Google, YouTube, and Twitter for either Team Captain America or Team Iron Man.[212]

Marvel Comics released a four-issue comic prelude[image: External link] by writer Will Corona Pilgrim and artist Szymon Kudranski, beginning in December 2015, that adapted the events of Iron Man 3 and Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[213] On February 10, Marvel Comics released another comic prelude, a single-issue infinite comic[image: External link] set between The Winter Soldier and Civil War.[214] Written again by Pilgrim, the comic is told from the perspectives of Barnes, Rumlow, and Rogers, showing how each ended up where they begin Civil War. Art for each character's perspective is provided by Lee Ferguson, Goran Sudžuka[image: External link], and Guillermo Mogorron, respectively.[215]
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 Home media




Captain America: Civil War was released on digital download[image: External link] by Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link] on September 2, 2016, and on Blu-ray[image: External link], Blu-ray 3D[image: External link] and DVD[image: External link] on September 13, 2016. The digital and Blu-ray releases include behind-the-scenes featurettes, audio commentary, deleted scenes, a blooper reel, and an exclusive preview of Doctor Strange[image: External link].[216] The digital release comes with an exclusive " mockumentary[image: External link]" short film, Team Thor, directed by Thor: Ragnarok director Taika Waititi[image: External link], which was originally screened at San Diego Comic Con 2016 and showed what Thor was doing during the events of Civil War.[217]
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 Reception
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 Box office




Captain America: Civil War grossed $408.1 million in the U.S. and Canada and $745.2 million in other territories, for a worldwide total of $1.153 billion.[3] By May 10, 2016, the film had grossed $737.8 million, surpassing the entire theatrical gross of its predecessor, Captain America: The Winter Soldier ($714.4 million).[218] It became the highest-grossing film of 2016[image: External link],[219][220] the fourth-highest-grossing superhero film of all time,[221] and the third-highest-grossing film in the U.S. and Canada of 2016, behind Rogue One[image: External link] and Finding Dory[image: External link].[222] Deadline.com[image: External link] calculated the net profit of the film to be $193.4 million, when factoring together "production budgets, P&A, talent participations and other costs, with box office grosses and ancillary revenues from VOD to DVD and TV," placing it eighth on their list of 2016's "Most Valuable Blockbusters".[223]
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 United States and Canada




Two weeks ahead of its release, Fandango[image: External link] announced that the film outsold all previous Marvel Cinematic Universe films at the same point in the sales cycle,[224] and by its opening week, had reached the highest advance sales for a superhero film, representing 90% of the site's weekend ticket sales.[225] Captain America: Civil War earned $75.5 million on its opening day. The film's Friday gross included $25 million from Thursday previews, the second-highest Thursday preview gross among Marvel films, with $3.1 million of the $25 million coming from IMAX theaters, a new Marvel record. The film went on to earn $61.2 million on Saturday and $42.4 million on Sunday, for a total opening weekend gross of $179.1 million, the third-highest for a Marvel film and fifth-highest of all time. Of the $179.1 million, $16 million was from IMAX, the second best for an MCU film.[226] Initial projections for Captain America: Civil War had it earning between $175–200 million on its opening weekend,[227][228] with the projection being revised to $172–178 million after Friday.[226] BoxOffice[image: External link] called it "the safest box office bet" since Star Wars: The Force Awakens.[229] The film remained at number one in its second weekend,[230] and fell to second in its third, behind The Angry Birds Movie[image: External link].[231] In its fourth weekend, Captain America: Civil War became the highest-grossing film of 2016 in North America,[232] and by June 17, 2016, became the first film of 2016 to surpass $400 million.[233]
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 Other territories




Captain America: Civil War's opening in 15 countries on April 27, 2016, earned $14.9 million,[173] followed by $23.8 million the next day from 15 more countries, and $45.3 million two days later from 8 additional countries, for a three-day total of $84 million.[234] Its first weekend brought a total of $200.4 million,[176] after being projected to earn anywhere between $180–250 million,[235] with $9.4 million coming from IMAX. The film debuted at number one in all countries except Japan.[176] The film stayed at number one in its second weekend, earning $217 million, with existing territories seeing a 55% decline in earnings, while surpassing the entire international earnings of previous Captain America films, along with other MCU films. For IMAX in its second weekend, Captain America: Civil War earned $31 million, a new record for a day-and-date opening for a Marvel film.[236] By its third weekend, the film remained at number one in some territories, being overtaken by The Angry Birds Movie in others, and became the top film of 2016 and fourth-highest-grossing superhero film outside of North America.[237]

It set records for the largest opening day in Mexico ($7.3 million),[234] opening day of 2016 in France ($2.4 million),[173] the second-largest opening day in Brazil ($2.7 million)[234] and the United Arab Emirates,[236] the largest superhero opening day in the Netherlands,[234] and the largest superhero opening in Turkey and Ukraine.[236] It set opening weekend records in Brazil ($12.9 million), Mexico ($20.4 million), and the Philippines ($7.7 million), and was the second-largest opening weekend in Hong Kong ($6.9 million) and Thailand ($9.4 million). In the United Kingdom, the film earned the second-largest opening day and weekend of 2016 with $20.5 million, while France had the top 2016 opening weekend with $10.1 million. Germany had the best four-day opening of 2016 with $8.1 million, and Spain had the second-largest three-day opening of 2016 with $4.2 million.[176] For South Korea, the film was the largest non-Korean opening and largest Marvel opening in history.[177] China had the second best IMAX opening ($9.5 million), as well as the second-largest opening weekend for a Hollywood film ($95.6 million),[236] with the film eventually becoming the third-highest Disney release in the country after 10 days,[237] and the second largest superhero film.[221] Japan saw the film open third with $4.2 million, behind Detective Conan: The Darkest Nightmare[image: External link] ($5.3 million) and Zootopia[image: External link] ($4.8 million).[238] The film's largest markets were China ($190.4 million), South Korea ($62.8 million), and the United Kingdom ($53.2 million).[239]
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 Critical response




The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported a 90% approval rating based on 338 reviews, with an average rating of 7.6/10. The website's critical consensus reads, "Captain America: Civil War begins the next wave of Marvel movies with an action-packed superhero blockbuster boasting a decidedly non-cartoonish plot and the courage to explore thought-provoking themes."[240] Metacritic[image: External link], which uses a weighted average[image: External link], assigned a score of 75 out of 100 based on 52 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[241] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an "A" grade on a scale of A+ to F.[226]

Justin Chang of Variety[image: External link] called it "the most mature and substantive picture to have yet emerged from the Marvel Cinematic Universe."[242] Sheri Linden of The Hollywood Reporter said, "Call it 'civil war' or call it brand extension; call it a 'cinematic universe' or a corporate behemoth—the latest Marvel extravaganza furthers the studio's cross-pollination of action franchises in a way that's sure to satisfy devotees."[243] Robbie Collin of The Daily Telegraph[image: External link] wrote, "This is the cinematic superhero showdown you've dreamt of since childhood, precisely because that's everything—and all—it wants to be."[244] Catherine Shoard of The Guardian[image: External link] called it, "a huge aspartame[image: External link] rush of a film: a giant irresistible snack, not nutritious, but very tasty."[245] Richard Roeper[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] wrote, "Kudos to co-directors Anthony and Joe Russo and the team of writers for juggling more than a dozen comic-book characters and nearly that many plot lines, and only occasionally getting us (and by us I mean me) lost in the geek weeds."[246] Kenneth Turan of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] said, "If you live and breathe Marvel, this is one of the MCU's stronger offerings. If you are a spy coming in from the cold, the answer is not so clear."[247] A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times wrote, "Captain America: Civil War does not in any way transcend the conventions of the genre. On the contrary: It succeeds because it doesn't really try."[248]

Conversely, Stephen Whitty of the New York Daily News[image: External link] said, "Although it's called Captain America: Civil War, the latest Marvel movie is actually a supersized Avengers picture—overstuffed to bursting. And sometimes during its two and a half hour running time, it just goes bust."[249] Mick LaSalle of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] said, "As a work of thought, Civil War is compromised, but at least there are thoughts to compromise. As an action film, it has its moments, but aside from the big opening sequence—the action scenes are a bit flat."[250] Andrew O'Hehir writing for Salon[image: External link] said, "Much of Captain America: Civil War is just the laborious working-out of leftover dangling plot elements from Captain America: The Winter Soldier two summers ago."[251] While Nicholas Barber of BBC[image: External link] gave the film a generally favorable review, praising both its visuals and action sequences, he criticized the fact that there was "no cogent reason for any of [the Avengers] to be on one side or the other, which is why their inevitable dust-up feels like a game of dodgeball in a school playground."[252] Mark Millar, writer of the "Civil War" comic storyline on which the film was based, felt the film "had a good opening twenty [minutes], but then I honestly can’t remember what the movie was about." He also felt the film lacked levity, especially considering the Russo brothers' background in comedy.[253]
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 Accolades






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref(s)



	2016
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War
	Won
	[254][255]



	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Chris Evans
	Won



	Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Actress: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Chemistry
	Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link], Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Don Cheadle[image: External link], Paul Bettany[image: External link], and Chadwick Boseman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Chris Evans, Sebastian Stan[image: External link], Anthony Mackie[image: External link], Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link], and Jeremy Renner[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Liplock
	Chris Evans and Emily VanCamp[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Villain[image: External link]
	Daniel Brühl[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Scene Stealer[image: External link]
	Chadwick Boseman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Tom Holland[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Critics' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Best Action Movie[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated
	[256]



	Best Actor in an Action Movie[image: External link]
	Chris Evans
	Nominated



	Best Actress in an Action Movie[image: External link]
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2017
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated
	[257]



	Favorite Action Movie
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Actor
	Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Actress
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Action Movie Actor
	Chris Evans
	Nominated



	Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link]
	Won



	Favorite Action Movie Actress
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Performance by a Stunt Ensemble in a Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated
	[258]



	Annie Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Achievement, Character Animation in a Live Action Production
	Captain America: Civil War - Spider-Man - Steve Rawlins, Ebrahim Jahromi, Cedric Lo, Stephen King, and Yair Gutierrez
	Nominated
	[259]



	NAACP Image Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Chadwick Boseman[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[260]



	Outstanding Directing in a Motion Picture
	Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated
	[261]



	Favorite Movie Actor
	Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Chris Evans
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Actress
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Butt-Kicker
	Chris Evans
	Won



	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Frenemies
	Chris Evans & Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link]
	Nominated



	#SQUAD
	Chris Evans, Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link], Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Sebastian Stan[image: External link], Anthony Mackie[image: External link], Don Cheadle[image: External link], Jeremy Renner[image: External link], Chadwick Boseman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Empire Awards[image: External link]
	Best Male Newcomer[image: External link]
	Tom Holland[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[262]



	Best Thriller[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated



	Best Costume Design
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comic-to-Film Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War
	Pending
	[263]



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link]
	Pending



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Chris Evans
	Pending



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Chadwick Boseman[image: External link]
	Pending



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Pending



	Best Performance by a Younger Actor[image: External link]
	Tom Holland[image: External link]
	Pending



	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Jeffrey Ford[image: External link] and Matthew Schmidt
	Pending



	Best Production Design[image: External link]
	Owen Paterson[image: External link]
	Pending
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 Future




According to Feige, Civil War is the conclusion of the Captain America trilogy that began with The First Avenger.[264] While it is the final standalone Captain America film in Evans' contract with Marvel Studios,[265] Evans stated in September 2015 that he was open to extending his contract past Avengers: Infinity War and its sequel, the final films on his contract at the time.[266]
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 Notes






	
^ As depicted in the 2015 film Avengers: Age of Ultron.[4]
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Avengers: Infinity War






Avengers: Infinity War is an upcoming American superhero film[image: External link] based on the Marvel Comics superhero team the Avengers, produced by Marvel Studios[image: External link] and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link]. It is intended to be the sequel to 2012's Marvel's The Avengers and 2015's Avengers: Age of Ultron and the nineteenth film installment[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film is directed by Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link], with a screenplay by Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link], and features an ensemble cast[image: External link] that includes Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link], Josh Brolin[image: External link], Mark Ruffalo[image: External link], Tom Hiddleston[image: External link], Chris Evans, Chris Hemsworth[image: External link], Jeremy Renner[image: External link], Chris Pratt[image: External link], Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link], Sebastian Stan[image: External link], Benedict Cumberbatch[image: External link], Paul Bettany[image: External link], Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link], Cobie Smulders[image: External link], Benedict Wong[image: External link], Zoe Saldana[image: External link], Karen Gillan[image: External link], Vin Diesel[image: External link], Dave Bautista[image: External link], Pom Klementieff[image: External link], Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Benicio del Toro[image: External link], Tom Holland[image: External link], Anthony Mackie[image: External link], and Chadwick Boseman[image: External link]. In Avengers: Infinity War, the Avengers join forces with the Guardians of the Galaxy to confront Thanos, who is trying to amass the Infinity Stones[image: External link].

The film was announced in October 2014 as Avengers: Infinity War – Part 1. The Russo brothers came on board to direct in April 2015 and by May, Markus and McFeely signed on to write the script for the film. In July 2016, Marvel shortened the titled to Avengers: Infinity War. Filming began in January 2017, at Pinewood Atlanta Studios[image: External link] in Fayette County, Georgia[image: External link], and is scheduled to last until June or July 2017, shooting back-to-back[image: External link] with a direct sequel. Additional filming took place in Scotland and England.

Avengers: Infinity War is scheduled to be released on May 4, 2018, in IMAX[image: External link]. An untitled sequel is scheduled to be released on May 3, 2019.
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Four years after the events of Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link],[1] the Avengers, torn apart after the events of Captain America: Civil War, join forces with the Guardians of the Galaxy to battle Thanos, who is trying to amass the Infinity Stones[image: External link] for a gauntlet that will allow him to inflict his will on all reality.[2][3]
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Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link] as Tony Stark / Iron Man:
The leader and benefactor of the Avengers who is a self-described genius, billionaire, playboy, and philanthropist with electromechanical suits of armor[image: External link] of his own making.[4][5] Co-director Joe Russo[image: External link] said that "Tony senses this greater threat approaching, so he is doing everything in his power to keep the Earth safe."[6]




	
Josh Brolin[image: External link] as Thanos:
An intergalactic despot who longs to collect all of the Infinity Stones[image: External link] in order to inflict his will on all of reality.[7][3] Co-screenwriter Stephen McFeely[image: External link] noted that Thanos wants to amass the Infinity Stones so he can "re-balance the universe as he sees it."[8] In addition to providing the voice for the character, Brolin performed motion capture[image: External link] on set.[9] On choosing to portray Thanos, Brolin said that his "good friend" Marvel Studios[image: External link] co-president Louis D'Esposito "called me up and started talking about this thing. It was nice because I could intimately talk to him about it. What I liked. What I didn't like about the whole idea of it... It was really exciting because of the possibilities that it could become. Not as an idea or as a blockbuster, but just as something different. It's a character mentality."[10] Brolin was looking to explore the humanity of the character.[11] Producer Kevin Feige[image: External link] talked about the character's role in Infinity War, saying that "in a movie that has a lot of characters, you could almost go so far as to say he is the main character, and that’s a bit of a departure from what we've done before [with other villains], but that was appropriate for" this film.[12] He also said that Thanos would have similar motivations in the film to those he had in the "Infinity Gauntlet[image: External link]" storyline from the comics.[13]




	
Mark Ruffalo[image: External link] as Bruce Banner / Hulk: An Avenger and a genius scientist who, because of exposure to gamma radiation[image: External link], transforms into a monster when enraged or agitated.[14][15]


	
Tom Hiddleston[image: External link] as Loki: Thor's adoptive brother and nemesis based on the deity of the same name[image: External link].[16]


	
Chris Evans as Steve Rogers:
The leader of a faction of Avengers and a World War II veteran, who was enhanced to the peak of human physicality by an experimental serum and frozen in suspended animation before waking up in the modern world and the superhero formerly known as Captain America.[17] The Russo brothers hinted that Rogers would no longer go by Captain America in the film, explaining, "I think him dropping that shield [at the end of Captain America: Civil War] is him letting go of that identity" and "admitting that certainly the identity of Captain America was in conflict with the very personal choice that he was making."[18] Joe Russo added, "His responsibility to himself is now in conflict with his responsibility to others, and he will struggle to resolve that. His road forward involves figuring out who Steve Rogers is without the shield."[19]




	
Chris Hemsworth[image: External link] as Thor:
An Avenger and the crown prince[image: External link] of Asgard, based on the Norse mythological[image: External link] deity of the same name.[17] Joe Russo stated that Thor's storyline picks up after the events of Thor: Ragnarok, which finds him in a "very profound... very interesting place" and gives him "a real emotional motivation after that."[20]




	
Jeremy Renner[image: External link] as Clint Barton / Hawkeye: A master archer[image: External link] and former agent of S.H.I.E.L.D., who is a member of Rogers' faction of Avengers.[21][22]


	
Chris Pratt[image: External link] as Peter Quill / Star-Lord[image: External link]:
The half-human, half-alien leader of the Guardians of the Galaxy who was abducted from Earth as a child and raised by a group of alien thieves and smugglers called the Ravagers.[23]




	
Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link] as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch: A member of Rogers' faction of Avengers, who can harness magic and engage in hypnosis[image: External link] and telekinesis[image: External link].[23]


	
Sebastian Stan[image: External link] as Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier: An enhanced assassin and Rogers' ally and best friend, who reemerged brainwashed after being thought killed in action[image: External link] during World War II.[24]


	
Benedict Cumberbatch[image: External link] as Stephen Strange[image: External link]:
A neurosurgeon[image: External link] who, after a car accident that led to a journey of healing, discovered the hidden world of magic and alternate dimensions and becomes a Master of the Mystic Arts.[25] Aaron Lazar[image: External link] will serve as Cumberbatch's stand-in[image: External link] during filming, until the latter completes filming on The Current War[image: External link]. At that point, Cumberbatch will re-shoot scenes where his face needs to be seen.[26]




	
Paul Bettany[image: External link] as Vision: An android and Avenger created using the artificial intelligence J.A.R.V.I.S. and the Mind Stone[image: External link].[25]


	
Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] as Nick Fury: The former director of S.H.I.E.L.D. who originally recruited the Avengers.[27]


	
Cobie Smulders[image: External link] as Maria Hill: The former commander and deputy director of S.H.I.E.L.D. who worked closely with Nick Fury.[28]


	
Benedict Wong[image: External link] as Wong[image: External link]: One of the Masters of the Mystic Arts, tasked with protecting some of Kamar-Taj[image: External link]'s most valuable relics and books.[29]


	
Zoe Saldana[image: External link] as Gamora[image: External link]: A member of the Guardians who is an orphan from an alien world who seeks redemption for her past crimes. She was trained by Thanos to be his personal assassin.[30]


	
Karen Gillan[image: External link] as Nebula[image: External link]: An adopted daughter of Thanos who was raised with Gamora as siblings, and reluctant member of the Guardians.[31]


	
Vin Diesel[image: External link] as Groot[image: External link]: A member of the Guardians who is a tree-like humanoid.[32]


	
Dave Bautista[image: External link] as Drax the Destroyer[image: External link]: A member of the Guardians and warrior in search of vengeance against Thanos for killing his family.[33]


	
Rocket[image: External link]: A member of the Guardians who is a genetically engineered raccoon[image: External link]-based bounty hunter and mercenary, and is a master of weapons and battle tactics. Sean Gunn[image: External link] once again serves as the stand-in for Rocket during filming, with his acting and expressions serving as motion reference for the character.[34][35]


	
Pom Klementieff[image: External link] as Mantis[image: External link]: A member of the Guardians with empathic powers.[36]


	
Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow:
A highly trained spy and former member of S.H.I.E.L.D. and the Avengers.[37][38] On Romanoff interacting with the Guardians, Johansson said it would not "faze her at this point" given the character has already seen aliens descend from the sky in The Avengers.[39]




	
Benicio del Toro[image: External link] as Taneleer Tivan / The Collector: An obsessive keeper of the largest collection of interstellar fauna, relics, and species of all manner in the galaxy.[40]


	
Tom Holland[image: External link] as Peter Parker / Spider-Man: A teenager and Stark's protegé who received spider-like abilities after being bitten by a genetically-modified spider.[6]


	
Anthony Mackie[image: External link] as Sam Wilson / Falcon: A member of Rogers' faction of Avengers and former pararescueman[image: External link] trained by the military in aerial combat using a specially designed wing pack.[41]


	
Chadwick Boseman[image: External link] as T'Challa / Black Panther: The king of the fictional African nation of Wakanda, who gains superhuman abilities from ingesting the Heart Shaped Herb.[38][42]




Additionally, Terry Notary[image: External link] appears as one of Thanos' henchmen.[43]
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Main article: Production of Avengers: Infinity War and the untitled Avengers sequel


In October 2014, Marvel announced a two-part sequel to Age of Ultron, titled Avengers: Infinity War. Part 1 was scheduled to be released on May 4, 2018, with Part 2 scheduled for May 3, 2019.[44][45] In April 2015, Marvel announced that Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link] would direct both parts of Avengers: Infinity War,[46] with back-to-back filming[image: External link] expected to begin in 2016.[47] The same month, Kevin Feige[image: External link] said the films would be two, distinct films "because they [have] such shared elements, it felt appropriate... to [subtitle the films] like that. But I wouldn’t call it one story that's cut in half[image: External link]. I would say it's going to be two distinct movies."[48] By May 2015, Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link] signed on to write the screenplays for both parts of the film.[49] A year later, the Russos revealed that they would be retitling the two films, to further remove the misconception that the films were one large film split in two, with Joe stating, "The intention is we will change [the titles], we just haven’t come up with [them] yet."[50] In July 2016, Marvel revealed the film's title would be shortened to simply Avengers: Infinity War.[51] In October 2016, Feige noted that filming would begin in January 2017, and that production on both films would last until October or November.[52]

Principal photography[image: External link] began on January 23, 2017,[53] under the working title[image: External link] Mary Lou,[54] at Pinewood Atlanta Studios[image: External link] in Fayette County, Georgia[image: External link],[55] with Trent Opaloch[image: External link] as director of photography[image: External link].[56] Additional filming took place in Scotland beginning in February 2017. The filming, which occurred in Edinburgh[image: External link], Glasgow[image: External link] and the Scottish Highlands[image: External link],[57] with studio work taking place at Wardpark Studios[image: External link] in Cumbernauld[image: External link],[58][59] is expected to last for six months.[57] Filming also began at Durham Cathedral[image: External link] in Durham, England[image: External link] in early May 2017.[60] Filming is expected to last until June or July 2017.[61]
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In June 2016, Alan Silvestri[image: External link], who composed the score for The Avengers, was revealed to be returning to score both Infinity War and its sequel.[62] Silvestri is scheduled to begin recording his score in January 2018.[63]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Release




Avengers: Infinity War is scheduled to be released on May 4, 2018,[44][45] in IMAX[image: External link].[64]
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 Marketing




In May 2017, Robert Downey Jr. and his philanthropic organization Random Act Funding partnered with Omaze[image: External link] to initiate a contest to benefit Random Act Funding. A randomly chosen winner from those that donated would receive an Infinity War set visit.[65]
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 Sequel




An untitled sequel is scheduled to be released on May 3, 2019.[44]
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Untitled Avengers Film






The untitled Avengers film is an upcoming American superhero film[image: External link] based on the Marvel Comics superhero team the Avengers, produced by Marvel Studios[image: External link] and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link]. It is intended to be the direct sequel to 2018's Avengers: Infinity War, as well as the sequel to 2012's Marvel's The Avengers and 2015's Avengers: Age of Ultron and the twenty-second film installment[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film is directed by Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link], with a screenplay by Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link], and features an ensemble cast[image: External link] that includes Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link], Josh Brolin[image: External link], Mark Ruffalo[image: External link], Tom Hiddleston[image: External link], Chris Evans, Chris Hemsworth[image: External link], Jeremy Renner[image: External link], Chris Pratt[image: External link], Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link], Benedict Cumberbatch[image: External link], Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link], Evangeline Lilly[image: External link], Karen Gillan[image: External link], Anthony Mackie[image: External link], Tom Holland[image: External link], and Zoe Saldana[image: External link].

The film was announced in October 2014 as Avengers: Infinity War – Part 2. The Russo brothers came on board to direct in April 2015 and by May, Markus and McFeely signed on to script the film. In July 2016, Marvel removed the film's title, referring to it simply as Untitled Avengers film. Filming is scheduled to begin in August 2017, shooting back-to-back[image: External link] with Avengers: Infinity War after the completion of that film. The untitled Avengers film is scheduled to be released on May 3, 2019, in IMAX[image: External link].



TOP
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 Cast





	
Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link] as Tony Stark / Iron Man:
The leader and benefactor of the Avengers who is a self-described genius, billionaire, playboy, and philanthropist with electromechanical suits of armor[image: External link] of his own making.[1][2]




	
Josh Brolin[image: External link] as Thanos:
An intergalactic despot who longs to collect all of the Infinity Stones[image: External link] in order to inflict his will on all of reality.[3][4] In addition to providing the voice for the character, Brolin performed motion capture[image: External link] on set.[5]




	
Mark Ruffalo[image: External link] as Bruce Banner / Hulk: An Avenger and a genius scientist who, because of exposure to gamma radiation[image: External link], transforms into a monster when enraged or agitated.[6][7]


	
Tom Hiddleston[image: External link] as Loki: Thor's adoptive brother and nemesis based on the deity of the same name[image: External link].[8]


	
Chris Evans as Steve Rogers:
The leader of a faction of Avengers and a World War II veteran, who was enhanced to the peak of human physicality by an experimental serum and frozen in suspended animation before waking up in the modern world and the superhero formerly known as Captain America.[9] Evans agreed to appear in the film, as it was beyond his initial six-film contract with Marvel that would have ended with Avengers: Infinity War, "because it made sense" to him Marvel's reasoning to make the third and fourth Avengers films a two-parter in order to "wrap everything up."[10]




	
Chris Hemsworth[image: External link] as Thor: An Avenger and the crown prince[image: External link] of Asgard, based on the Norse mythological[image: External link] deity of the same name.[9]


	
Jeremy Renner[image: External link] as Clint Barton / Hawkeye: A master archer[image: External link] and former agent of S.H.I.E.L.D., who is a member of Rogers' faction of Avengers.[11][12]


	
Chris Pratt[image: External link] as Peter Quill / Star-Lord[image: External link]:
The half-human, half-alien leader of the Guardians of the Galaxy who was abducted from Earth as a child and raised by a group of alien thieves and smugglers called the Ravagers.[13]




	
Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link] as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch: A member of Rogers' faction of Avengers who can harness magic and engage in hypnosis[image: External link] and telekinesis[image: External link].[13]


	
Benedict Cumberbatch[image: External link] as Stephen Strange[image: External link]:
A neurosurgeon[image: External link] who, after a car accident that led to a journey of healing, discovered the hidden world of magic and alternate dimensions and becomes a Master of the Mystic Arts.[14] Aaron Lazar[image: External link] will serve as Cumberbatch's stand-in[image: External link] during filming, until the latter completes filming on The Current War[image: External link]. At that point, Cumberbatch will reshoot scenes where his face needs to be seen.[15]




	
Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] as Nick Fury: The former director of S.H.I.E.L.D. who originally recruited the Avengers.[16]


	
Evangeline Lilly[image: External link] as Hope van Dyne / Wasp[image: External link]:
The daughter of Hank Pym and Janet van Dyne, who is bequeathed[image: External link] a similar suit and the Wasp sobriquet from her mother. Lilly said that her character would not appear in Avengers: Infinity War in order to preserve her reveal as the Wasp in Ant-Man and the Wasp[image: External link].[17]




	
Karen Gillan[image: External link] as Nebula[image: External link]: An adopted daughter of Thanos who was raised with Gamora[image: External link] as siblings.[18]


	
Anthony Mackie[image: External link] as Sam Wilson / Falcon: A member of Rogers' faction of Avengers and former pararescueman[image: External link] trained by the military in aerial combat using a specially designed wing pack.[19]


	
Tom Holland[image: External link] as Peter Parker / Spider-Man: A teenager and Stark's protegé who received spider-like abilities after being bitten by a genetically-modified spider.[20]


	
Zoe Saldana[image: External link] as Gamora[image: External link]: A member of the Guardians who is an orphan from an alien world who seeks redemption for her past crimes. She was trained by Thanos to be his personal assassin.[21]
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 Production




Main article: Production of Avengers: Infinity War and the untitled Avengers sequel


In October 2014, Marvel announced a two-part sequel to Age of Ultron, titled Avengers: Infinity War. Part 1 was scheduled to be released on May 4, 2018, with Part 2 scheduled for May 3, 2019.[22][23] In April 2015, Marvel announced that Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link] would direct both parts of Avengers: Infinity War,[24] with back-to-back filming[image: External link] expected to begin in 2016.[25] Also in the month, Kevin Feige[image: External link] said the films would be two, distinct films "because they [have] such shared elements, it felt appropriate... to [subtitle the films] like that. But I wouldn’t call it one story that's cut in half[image: External link]. I would say it's going to be two distinct movies."[26] By May 2015, Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link] signed on to write the screenplays for both parts of the film.[27] The following May, the Russos revealed that they would be retitling the two films, to further remove the misconception that the films were one large film split in two, with Joe stating, "The intention is we will change [the titles], we just haven’t come up with [them] yet."[28] In July 2016, Marvel removed the film's title, simply referring to it as Untitled Avengers film.[29] Anthony Russo stated that the new title for the film would not be revealed "for quite some time",[30] with Feige indicating the title was being withheld as it would give away plot details.[31]

Principal photography[image: External link] is scheduled to begin in August 2017 immediately following the completion of Infinity War,[32] with Trent Opaloch[image: External link] serving as director of photography[image: External link].[33] Feige stated that the films were originally scheduled to be filmed simultaneously but instead decided to shoot them back-to-back[image: External link] explaining, "We're doing them one right after another. It became too complicated to cross-board them like that, and we found ourselves—again, something would always pay the price. We wanted to be able to focus and shoot one movie and then focus and shoot another movie."[32] Anthony Russo originally felt it made more sense to shoot the films simultaneously due to financial and logistical reasons considering the large number of cast members, even though each part is its own distinct film,[34] and suggested that "some days we'll be shooting the first movie and some days we'll be shooting the second movie. Just jumping back and forth."[33]
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 Music




In June 2016, Alan Silvestri[image: External link], who composed the score for The Avengers, was revealed to be returning to score both Infinity War and the untitled sequel.[35]
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 Release




The untitled Avengers film is scheduled to be released on May 3, 2019,[22][23] in IMAX[image: External link].[36]
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IGN






For other uses, see IGN (disambiguation)[image: External link].

IGN (formerly Imagine Games Network) is an American video games and entertainment media company operated by IGN Entertainment Inc., a subsidiary of Ziff Davis[image: External link] and wholly owned by j2 Global[image: External link]. The company is located in San Francisco[image: External link]'s SOMA district in California[image: External link], United States, and is headed by its former editor-in-chief, Peer Schneider[image: External link]. The IGN website was the brainchild of media entrepreneur Chris Anderson[image: External link] and launched on September 29, 1996. It focuses on games[image: External link], films[image: External link], television[image: External link], comics[image: External link], technology[image: External link], and other media. Originally a network of desktop websites, IGN is now distributed on mobile platforms, console programs on the Xbox[image: External link] and PlayStation[image: External link], FireTV[image: External link], Roku[image: External link], and via YouTube[image: External link], Twitch[image: External link], Hulu[image: External link], and Snapchat[image: External link].

Originally, IGN was the flagship property of parent company IGN Entertainment, which owned and operated several other websites oriented towards players' interests, games, and entertainment, such as Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], GameSpy[image: External link], GameStats[image: External link], VE3D[image: External link], TeamXbox[image: External link], Vault Network[image: External link], FilePlanet, and AskMen[image: External link], among others. IGN was sold to publishing company Ziff Davis[image: External link] in February 2013 and now operates as a J2 Global[image: External link] subsidiary.



TOP
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 History




Created in September 1996 as the Imagine Games Network, the IGN content network was founded by publishing executive Jonathan Simpson-Bint and began as five individual websites within Imagine Media[image: External link]: N64.com (later renamed ign64.com), PSXPower, Saturnworld, Next-Generation.com and Ultra Game Players Online. Imagine expanded on its owned-and-operated websites by creating an affiliate network that included a number of independent fansites such as PSX Nation.com, Sega-Saturn.com, Game Sages, and GameFAQs. In 1998, the network launched a new homepage that consolidated the individual sites as system channels under the IGN brand. The homepage exposed content from more than 30 different channels. Next-Generation and Ultra Game Players Online were not part of this consolidation; U.G.P.O. dissolved with the cancellation of the magazine, and Next-Generation was put "on hold" when Imagine decided to concentrate on launching the short-lived Daily Radar[image: External link] brand.

In February 1999, Imagine Media incorporated a spin-off that included IGN and its affiliate channels as Affiliation Networks, while Simpson-Bint remained at the former company. In September, the newly spun-out standalone internet media company, changed its name to Snowball.com. At the same time, small entertainment website The Den merged into IGN and added non-gaming content to the growing network. Snowball held an IPO in 2000, but shed most of its other properties during the dot-com bubble[image: External link]. IGN prevailed with growing audience numbers and a newly established subscription service called IGN Insider (now: IGN Prime), which led to the shedding of the name "Snowball" and adoption of IGN Entertainment on May 10, 2002.

In June 2005, IGN reported having 24,000,000 unique visitors per month, with 4.8 million registered users through all departments of the site. IGN is ranked among the top 200 most-visited websites according to Alexa[image: External link].[4] In September 2005, IGN was acquired by Rupert Murdoch[image: External link]'s multi-media business empire, News Corporation[image: External link], for $[image: External link]650 million.[5] IGN celebrated its 10th anniversary on January 12, 2008.[6] IGN was headquartered in the Marina Point Parkway office park in Brisbane, California[image: External link], until it relocated to a smaller office building near AT&T Park[image: External link] in San Francisco on March 29, 2010. On May 25, 2011, IGN sold its Direct2Drive[image: External link] division to Gamefly[image: External link] for an undisclosed amount.[7]
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 Acquisition of UGO, sale to Ziff Davis




In 2011, IGN Entertainment acquired its rival UGO Entertainment[image: External link] (owners of 1UP.com[image: External link]) from Hearst Corporation[image: External link]. Ultimately, News Corp. planned to spin off IGN Entertainment as a publicly traded company, continuing a string of divestitures for digital properties it had previously acquired (including MySpace[image: External link] and Photobucket[image: External link]).[8]

On February 4, 2013 after a failed attempt to spin off IGN as a separate company, News Corp. announced that it had sold IGN Entertainment to the publishing company Ziff Davis[image: External link], which was recently acquired by J2 Global[image: External link]. Financial details regarding the purchase were not revealed. Prior to its acquisition by UGO, 1UP.com had previously been owned by Ziff Davis.[9] Soon after the acquisition, IGN announced that it would be laying off staff and closing GameSpy, 1UP.com, and UGO in order to focus on its flagship brands, IGN.com and AskMen.[10]
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 Subsidiaries and spin-offs




The role-playing video game interest website Vault Network[image: External link] was acquired by IGN in 1999.[11] GameStats, a review aggregation website, was founded by IGN in 2004. GameStats includes a "GPM" (Game Popularity Meter) rating system which incorporates an average press score and average gamer score, as well as the number of page hits for the game.[citation needed[image: External link]] However, the site is no longer being updated. The Xbox[image: External link] interest site, TeamXbox[image: External link], and the PC game website VE3D were acquired in 2003.[12][13] IGN Entertainment merged with GameSpy Industries in 2005.[14] The merger also brought the game download site FilePlanet into the IGN group; as of 2011 both FilePlanet and the GameSpy[image: External link] website still operate as video game-related web sites. IGN Entertainment acquired the online male lifestyle magazine AskMen.com[image: External link] in 2005.[15] In 2004, IGN acquired film[image: External link] review aggregator[image: External link] Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] and in 2010, sold the website to Flixster[image: External link].[16]
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 Scoring systems
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 Original scale




A member of the IGN staff writes a review for a game and gives it a score between 0.1 and 10.0, which is assigned by increments of 0.1 and determines how much the game is recommended. The score is given according to the "individual aspects of a game, like presentation, graphics, sound, gameplay and lasting appeal." Each game is given a score in each of these categories, but the overall score for the game is an independent evaluation, not an average of the scores in each category.[17]
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 20-point scale




On August 3, 2010, IGN announced that the site would be changing to a new scoring scale. Instead of a 100-point scale, where games are scored in increments of 0.1, all future reviews will use a 20-point scale where games are scored in increments of 0.5. Under both systems, the maximum possible score a game can receive is 10.0. The scoring change is not retroactive: all scores on reviews written before the change will remain the same. This change also does not affect the scoring system for reader reviews.
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 100-point scale




On September 13, 2012, IGN revealed that as part of their new review format all future reviews would now follow a 100-point scale again, but this time without using decimals, meaning a score of 8.5 would now be an 85. Unlike the previous conversion to the 20-point scale, this latest scoring system change will be retroactive and all previous IGN review scores will be updated to follow the new system. However, despite the announcement, the article included a short addition, post release. It stated that after much discussion, they have decided to retain the decimal point in all upcoming scores.[18]
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 Re-review policy




In early 2014, IGN introduced a new policy, in which a game's review score can be re-reviewed and improved, provided that continuous updates form a significant change in the game compared to how it was at launch. Examples of games in which they are were re-reviewed were League of Legends[image: External link] and the pocket edition of Minecraft[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 IGN Awards




IGN Awards was created by IGN to honor worthy actors, series, films and games.[19] The votes are cast online and by IGN members.
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 Other sections




In 2000, Snowball.com purchased an E-federation[image: External link] called the Internet Wrestling Organization (IWO).[20] Since Snowball owned both IWO and IGN, IWO would go on to become IGN's first official E-Fed, even doing a column on the website. The IGN For Men section officially closed down on October 2, 2001 and is no longer updated. IGN has sites such as IGN Stars and AskMen.com that fulfill much of the function of the old IGN For Men site. IGN Wrestling met its end in early 2002, when many of the staff departed. Interviews with professional wrestling[image: External link] personalities and coverage of wrestling games has been folded into IGN Sports, currently headed by Jon Robinson. IGN Sci-Fi: Largely dead since 2002, this section of the site included movie news, comic book reviews, anime coverage and other associated items. It has since been discontinued. The site, SciFI.ign.com, now redirects to the recently created SciFiBrain.ign.com, which covers some of the content of the old Sci-Fi site.

In 2002, IGN launched a dedicated videogame FAQs site specifically designed to host user-submitted guides.[21] This was launched following the cancellation of affiliation with GameFAQs[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] In 2004, IGN launched GameStats[image: External link], which serves as a more unbiased rating network, as it takes in scores from every corporately owned game rating site and averages them all into one score to give a general idea of the quality of a game. IGN also launched Direct2Drive.com[image: External link] in 2004. Its primary focus is selling digital downloads of full PC and Mac video games, as well as anime, comics and game guides. In 2005, IGN launched its comics site, which is devoted to not just the staple Marvel and DC titles, but also manga, graphic novels, statues and toys.

In 2006, IGN launched its television site. It provides interviews with various television celebrities, in addition to a TV schedule, TV trivia and TV news. Akin to IGN FilmForce, IGN's TV section has a variety of exclusive clips from upcoming television shows.

On May 30, 2006, IGN Dreamcast was restarted; however, none of the Dreamcast updates were posted on the main IGN webpage.

In 2007, IGN launched its anime[image: External link] site. It provided features on anime and manga, including trailers and free episodes. It also included reviews of manga and anime from other sections of IGN, such as IGN Comics and IGN DVD. The anime channel was dropped after IGN redesigned the site. In 2008, the IGN Retro channel was launched to mark IGN's 10th anniversary.[22] To coincide with the release of Super Smash Bros. Brawl[image: External link], IGN created the Super Smash Bros. World site. On the site, people can submit their user created stages from the game and download ones made by other people. IGN subsequently launched a similar website called GTA 'Hood on April 29, 2008, for Grand Theft Auto IV[image: External link].

Along with their popular website content, IGN also publishes many different podcasts on both their website and on iTunes[image: External link]. Some of their podcasts include "Podcast Beyond" which is their PlayStation podcast with Max Scoville, Marty Sliva, Brian Altano and Andrew Goldfarb. Their Xbox oriented podcast is "Podcast Unlocked" with Ryan McCaffrey, Alanah Pearce, Destin Legarie, and Marty Sliva as the hosts. Nintendo Voice Chat is IGN's Nintendo podcast, hosted by Jose Otero, accompanied by Peer Schneider and Brian Altano. Game Scoop! is another popular podcast where they discuss news and topics surrounding the video game industry with host Daemon Hatfield, regular panelist Justin Davis and a variety of other IGN editors.[23]
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 Regional websites





	Since 2006, IGN Entertainment began launching regional versions of the website for various countries and pan-regions. Initially, IGN began opening new offices outside the United States in order to support those regional websites, but later IGN began franchising its brand as a more cost-effective means of globalization, wherein it licensed various media publishers in many countries to use the IGN brand and manage regional websites on their own. When visiting www.ign.com from an IGN-supported region, the site automatically redirects visitors to their localized version using geolocation software[image: External link], based on their countries' IP addresses. Each version of the site has a modified logo with their country's/region's respective flags near the IGN logo. However, it is still possible to access the original American website using a navigation bar on top or below (depending on regional website) the page's master template.




	IGN opened its first offices in the UK and Australia in 2006, which both share the same information as the American site but with added content authored from editors within each respective region. Other licensed regional publishers work on their own servers, albeit can link to IGN's HQ database, where they can import and/or translate articles, and use videos uploaded on IGN's servers that use IGN's own hosted video player.




	On May 16, 2012, in collaboration with the Emirati[image: External link]-based company t-break Media, IGN Middle East was announced for the MENA[image: External link] gaming community. The site replaces t-break Media's own ME Gamers website, which was formerly one of the largest Middle Eastern-based gaming media outlets that was originally launched in 2006. ME Gamers' entire staff converted their duties to IGN Middle East, importing and/or translating many of IGN's English articles, whilst writing up their own articles, especially for Middle Eastern-specific events. IGN Middle East is available in both English and Arabic languages.[24] Whilst the site was initially launched to cover only video games, t-break Media announced in September 2012 that they started posting movie-related articles under the IGN brand as IGN Movies Middle East, merging most of the duties from their own ME Movies website, which was originally established in 2009, under a similar manner to their video game content.[25] Unlike video games, however, most movie-related content will be in English only.




	In September 2012 the Italian edition of IGN launched, managed by a local team, providing both original and translated contents.[26]





	On October 9, 2012, in collaboration with the Spanish-based media company Marca[image: External link], IGN Spain was announced. The site effectively replaces Marca's own Marca Player gaming news website. Marca Player's editors converted their duties to IGN Spain, translating many of IGN's English articles, whilst writing up their own Spanish articles as well, covering various topics including video games, movies, TV series and comics.[27]





	On December 2, 2013, IGN Africa was launched.[28][29]


	On December 17, 2013, in collaboration with Times Internet[image: External link], IGN India was launched. The Indian edition takes AAA game reviews from its US counterpart and focuses more on coverage of gaming news and events in the country, apart from writing about comics, movies, technology.[30]


	On September 1, 2014, IGN Latinoamérica was launched in collaboration with Publimetro[image: External link] and cover the whole Central and South American region (except Brazil) with content in Spanish.

	On February 23, 2015, IGN Brazil was launched.

	On November 6, 2015, IGN Poland was launched.[31]


	On January 4, 2016, IGN Adria was launched. IGN Adria covers countries of ex Yugoslavia region: Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and FYR Macedonia.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	On April 11, 2016, in collaboration with Sankei Digital, the online publishing arm of Japanese newspaper publisher Sankei Shimbun[image: External link], IGN Japan was publicly launched, and is expected to have a full scale release by summer 2016. The launch of IGN Japan is considered a critical development: In addition to translation of English articles, IGN Japan is hoping to also contribute much original content for other IGN editions from the Japanese end of the gaming industry,[32] one of the world's largest video game markets with little mainstream journalism for Western media.

	On April 12, 2016, in collaboration with Pakistani-based Express Publications, IGN Pakistan was publicly launched. Pakistan originally shared some media coverage with IGN Middle East, and later IGN India, before spinning off to a completely independent IGN edition with focus on local gaming and pop culture events in Pakistan.[33] IGN Pakistan is initially only available in English, but an Urdu language[image: External link] version is expected to launch later in 2016.
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 IGN Pro League




In 2011, IGN launched IGN Pro League, a professional e-sports[image: External link] circuit that ran tournaments for StarCraft II: Wings of Liberty[image: External link], ShootMania Storm[image: External link] and League of Legends[image: External link].[34] On March 6, 2013, only weeks prior to the event, IGN abruptly cancelled the finals of IPL 6—which were to be held in Las Vegas[image: External link] from March 28 through 31, and discontinued the league. IGN indicated that it was no longer in a position to commit to competing with the increased number of e-sports events that were now being held.[35][36] On April 8, 2013, Blizzard Entertainment[image: External link] announced that it had acquired the staff and assets of the IPL from IGN; its former staff were reassigned to work on in-house e-sports productions.[37]
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List of Captain America Titles






Captain America is a comic book[image: External link] superhero in the Marvel Comics Universe. Since 1941,[1] he has starred in several ongoing series[image: External link], as well as a large number of limited series and specials.[2][3] All stories are published exclusively by Marvel Comics under their standard imprint, unless otherwise noted.

Primary series


	
Captain America Comics[image: External link] #1-78 (Timely Comics; March 1941 - September 1954)

	
Tales of Suspense #59-99 (November 1964 - March 1968)

	
Captain America #100-454 (April 1968 - August 1996)

	
Captain America Annual #1-13 (1971-1972; 1976-1977; 1981-1983; 1986; 1990-1994)





	
Captain America vol. 2, #1-13 (November 1996 - November 1997)

	
Captain America vol. 3, #1-50 (January 1998 - February 2002)

	
Captain America & Citizen V Annual #1998

	
Captain America Annual #1999-2001





	
Captain America vol. 4, #1-32 (June 2002 - December 2004)

	
Captain America vol. 5, #1-50 (January 2005 - July 2009)

	
Captain America #600-619 (August 2009 - August 2011)

	
Captain America and Bucky #620-628 (September 2011 - May 2012)

	
Captain America and Hawkeye #629-632 (June–August 2012)

	
Captain America and Iron Man #633-635 (August–October 2012)

	
Captain America and Namor #635.1 (October 2012)

	
Captain America and Black Widow[image: External link] #636-640 (November 2012 - February 2013)





	
Captain America vol. 6, #1-19 (September 2011 - December 2012)

	
Captain America vol. 7, #1-25 (January 2013 - December 2014)

	
All-New Captain America #1-6 (January 2015 - June 2015)

	
Captain America: Sam Wilson (October 2015, ongoing)

	
Captain America: Steve Rogers (May 2016, ongoing)



Spin-off series


	
Nomad #1-25 (May 1992 - May 1994)

	
Captain America: Sentinel of Liberty[image: External link] #1-12 (September 1998 - August 1999)

	
Captain America and the Falcon #1-14 (May 2004 - June 2005)

	
Winter Soldier #1-19 (April 2012 - June 2013)

	
Bucky Barnes: The Winter Soldier #1-11 (December 2014 - November 2015)



Limited series and one-shots


	
Captain America's Bicentennial Battles (June 1976)

	
Falcon #1-4 (November 1983 - February 1984)

	
Nomad #1-4 (November 1990 - February 1991)

	
U.S. Agent #1-4 (June – September 1993)

	
Iron Man/Captain America #1998 (January 1999)

	
U.S. Agent vol. 2, #1-3 (August – October 2001)

	
Captain America: Dead Men Running #1-3 (February – May 2002)

	
Captain America: Red, White & Blue (September 2002)

	
Truth: Red, White & Black #1-7 (January – July 2003)

	
Captain America: What Price Glory? #1-4 (March 2003)

	
Winter Soldier: Winter Kills (February 2007)

	
Fallen Son: The Death of Captain America #1-5 (June – August 2007)

	
Captain America: The Chosen #1-6 (November 2007 - March 2008)

	
Captain America: Reborn #1-6 (September 2009 - March 2010)

	
Captain America: Who Will Wield the Shield (February 2010)

	
Captain America: Who Won't Wield the Shield (June 2010)

	
Captain America/Black Panther: Flags of Our Fathers (June - September 2010)

	
Steve Rogers: Super-Soldier #1-4 (September – December 2010)

	
Captain America: Forever Allies #1-4 (October 2010 - January 2011)

	
Captain America: Patriot #1-4 (November 2010 - February 2011)

	
Captain America: Man Out of Time #1-5 (January – May 2011)

	
Captain America: Hail Hydra #1-5 (March – July 2011)

	
Ultimate Comics: Captain America #1-4 (March – June 2011)

	
Captain America and the Falcon (May 2011)

	
Captain America Corps #1-5 (August - December 2011)

	
Captain America: Living Legend (October - December 2013)

	
All-New Captain America: Fear Him (April 2015)

	
Captain America: White #1-5 (July - December 2015)



Spotlight Series


	
All Winners #1-19, 21 (Summer 1941 - Winter 1946)

	
All-Select Comics #1-10 (Fall 1943 - Summer 1946)

	
USA #4-17 (May 1942- Fall 1945)



Writers


	Captain America Comics

	Joe Simon #1-10

	Jack Kirby #1-6

	Stan Lee #3, 5-6, 8, 10-14, 16-18, 22

	Unknown #15, 19-21, 23-73





	Captain America

	Stan Lee #100-141, 216, 400, 600


	Gary Friedrich #142-148

	Gerry Conway #149-152

	Steve Englehart #153-186

	John Warner #186-188

	Tony Isabella #189-191

	Bill Mantlo #191, 256, 291

	Marv Wolfman #192

	Jack Kirby #193-214, Annual #3-4

	Roy Thomas #168, 215-217, 423, Annual #9, 11, 13

	Don Glut #217-221

	Scott Edelman #220-221

	David Kraft #221, 265-266, 271, 273-274

	Steve Gerber #157, 221-223, 225

	Peter Gillis #224, 238-239, 246, Annual #7

	Roger McKenzie #226-237, 243-245, 250

	Paul Kupperberg & Alan Kupperberg #240

	Mike Barr #241, 257

	Steve Grant #242

	Roger Stern #230, 247-255

	John Byrne #247, 249, 253-254

	Jim Shooter #232, 250, 257, 259

	Chris Claremont #257-258

	David Michelinie #258-259, Annual #5

	Al Milgrom #260

	J.M. DeMatteis #261-264, 267-270, 272, 275-290, 292-300, Annual #6

	Michael Carlin #301-306

	Mark Gruenwald #307-443, Annual #8, 10, 12

	Mark Waid #444-454, Vol. 3 #1-23, Iron Man and Captain America Annual '98

	Rob Liefeld Vol. 2 #1-6

	Jeph Loeb Vol. 2 #1-5, 12

	James Robinson Vol. 2 #7-11, 13

	Tom DeFalco Vol. 3 #24

	Dan Jurgens Vol. 3 #25-50, Annual 2000-2001

	Kurt Busiek & Barbara Kesel Captain America and Citizen V Annual '98

	Joe Casey Annual '99

	Bill Rosemann Vol. 3 #20-21, Annual 2000

	John Ney Rieber Vol. 4 #1-9, 12

	Chuck Austen Vol. 4 #8-16

	Dave Gibbons Vol. 4 #17-20

	Robert Morales Vol. 4 #21-28[4]


	Robert Kirkman Vol. 4 #29-32

	Ed Brubaker Vol. 5 #1-50, #600-619, Vol. 6 #1-19

	Rick Remender Vol. 7 #1-25





	All-New Captain America

	Rick Remender #1-6







Collected editions

Marvel Masterworks: Golden Age Captain America



	Title
	Material collected
	Year
	ISBN



	Volume 1
	Captain America Comics #1-4
	2005
	0-7851-1619-2[image: External link]



	Volume 2
	Captain America Comics #5-8
	2008
	0-7851-2229-X[image: External link]



	Volume 3
	Captain America Comics #9-12
	2009
	0-7851-2878-6[image: External link]



	Volume 4
	Captain America Comics #13-16
	2010
	0-7851-3361-5[image: External link]



	Volume 5
	Captain America Comics #17-20
	2011
	0-7851-4202-9[image: External link]



	Volume 6
	Captain America Comics #21-24
	2012
	978-0785150244[image: External link]




Marvel Masterworks: Captain America



	Title
	Material collected
	Year
	ISBN



	Volume 1
	Tales of Suspense #59-81
	1990
	978-0785111764[image: External link]



	Volume 2
	Tales of Suspense #82-99, Captain America #100
	2005
	978-0785117858[image: External link]



	Volume 3
	Captain America #101-113
	2006
	978-0785120636[image: External link]



	Volume 4
	Captain America #114-124
	2008
	978-0785129363[image: External link]



	Volume 5
	Captain America #125-136
	2010
	978-0785142003[image: External link]



	Volume 6
	Captain America #137-148
	2012
	978-0785158752[image: External link]



	Volume 7
	Captain America #149-159
	2014
	978-0785187998[image: External link]



	Volume 8
	Captain America #160-175
	2016
	978-0785199298[image: External link]




Essential Captain America



	Title
	Material collected
	Year
	ISBN



	Vol. 1
	Tales of Suspense #59-99; Captain America #100-102
	2000
	0-7851-3006-3[image: External link]



	Vol. 2
	Captain America #103-126
	2010
	0-7851-0827-0[image: External link]



	Vol. 3
	Captain America #127-156
	2010
	0-7851-2166-8[image: External link]



	Vol. 4
	Captain America #157-186
	2010
	0-7851-2770-4[image: External link]



	Vol. 5
	Captain America #187-205, Annual #3, Marvel Treasury Special: Captain America's Bicentennial Battles
	2010
	0-7851-4535-4[image: External link]



	Vol. 6
	Captain America #206-230, Annual #4; Incredible Hulk #232
	2011
	978-0-7851-5091-6[image: External link]



	Vol. 7
	Captain America #231-257
	2013
	978-0-7851-8409-6[image: External link]




Captain America Omnibus



	Title
	Material collected
	Year
	ISBN



	Captain America Vol. 1
	Tales of Suspense #59-99; Captain America #100-113; Not Brand Echh[image: External link] #3
	2011
	978-0785150787[image: External link]



	Captain America Vol. 2
	Captain America (1968) #114-148
	March 2016
	978-0785199274[image: External link]



	Captain America by Jack Kirby
	Captain America #193-214; Captain America Annual #3-4; Captain America's Bicentennial Battles
	2011
	978-0785149606[image: External link]



	Captain America: Sentinel of Liberty
	Captain America: Sentinel of Liberty #1-12
	2011
	978-0-7851-4963-7[image: External link]



	Captain America by Ed Brubaker
	Captain America vol. 5, #1-25; Captain America 65th Anniversary Special; Winter Soldier: Winter Kills
	2007
	978-0785128663[image: External link]



	The Death of Captain America
	Captain America vol. 5, #25-42
	2009
	978-0785138068[image: External link]



	Captain America Lives
	Captain America vol. 5, #43-50; Captain America #600-601; Captain America: Reborn #1-6
	2011
	978-0785145141[image: External link]



	Captain America: The Trial of Captain America Omnibus
	CAPTAIN AMERICA: WHO WILL WIELD THE SHIELD?; CAPTAIN AMERICA (2005) #602-610; STEVE ROGERS: SUPER-SOLDIER #1-4; CAPTAIN AMERICA (2005) #611-619, #615.1; CAPTAIN AMERICA (2011) #1-10
	Dec 2014
	978-0785192725[image: External link]



	Captain America: Return of the Winter Soldier Omnibus
	Captain America and Bucky #620-628, Fear Itself #7.1: Captain America, Winter Soldier #1-5, Captain America (2011) #11-19, Winter Soldier #6-14
	May 2015
	978-0785192718[image: External link]



	The Legacy of Captain America
	Captain America Comics #1; What If?[image: External link] #4; Captain America #155, #333; Captain America vol. 5, #34; material from Captain America #178-183
	2011
	978-0-7851-5092-3[image: External link]



	Captain America Vs. The Red Skull
	Captain America Comics #1; Tales Of Suspense #79-81; Captain America #143, #226-227, #261-263 and #370; material from Captain America Annual #13 and Captain America: Red, White & Blue #1
	2011
	978-0-7851-5096-1[image: External link]



	Marvel Platinum: The Definitive Captain America
	Captain America Comics #1; The Avengers #4; Tales of Suspense #80-81; Captain America #143, #253-255; Marvel Fanfare #18; Captain America vol. 5, #25; Captain America #601. Also contains Captain America (history of the character); "The True Origin of Captain America" by Mike Conroy; "My Bulletin Board" (2009) by Joe Simon.
	2011
	1-8465-3483-6[image: External link]




Captain America (Vol. 1 & 2)



	Title
	Material collected
	Year
	ISBN



	Captain America Epic Collection (Vol. 1): Captain America Lives Again
	Tales of Suspense #58-96, Avengers #4, Strange Tales #114
	December 2014
	978-0785188360[image: External link]



	Captain America Epic Collection (Vol. 2): The Coming of ... the Falcon
	Tales of Suspense #97-99, Captain America #100-119
	December 2014
	978-1302900076[image: External link]



	Captain America and the Falcon: Secret Empire
	Captain America #169-176
	2006
	0-7851-1836-5[image: External link]



	Captain America and the Falcon: Nomad
	Captain America #177-186
	2007
	0-7851-2197-8[image: External link]



	Captain America and the Falcon: Madbomb
	Captain America #193-200
	2004
	0-7851-1557-9[image: External link]



	Captain America: Bicentennial Battles
	Captain America #201-205; Captain America's Bicentennial Battles
	2005
	0-7851-1726-1[image: External link]



	Captain America and the Falcon: The Swine
	Captain America #206-214, Annual #3-4
	2006
	0-7851-2078-5[image: External link]



	Captain America: War and Remembrance
	Captain America #247-255
	1991
	0-7851-2693-7[image: External link]



	Captain America Epic Collection (Vol. 9): Dawn's Early Light
	Captain America #247-266
	March 2014
	978-0785188667[image: External link]



	Captain America: Deathlok Lives
	Captain America #286-288
	1993
	0-7851-0019-9[image: External link]



	Captain America: Death of the Red Skull
	Captain America #290-301
	2012
	0-7851-5986-X[image: External link]



	Captain America Epic Collection (Vol. 12): Society of Serpents
	Captain America #302-317, material from Marvel Fanfare #18
	September 2014
	978-0785188964[image: External link]



	Captain America: Scourge of the Underworld
	Captain America #318-320, back-up stories from #358-362; USAgent #1-4
	2011
	978-0-7851-4962-0[image: External link]



	Captain America: The Captain
	Captain America #332-350; Iron Man #228
	2011
	978-0-7851-4965-1[image: External link]



	Captain America: The Bloodstone Hunt
	Captain America #357-364
	2010
	0-87135-972-3[image: External link]



	Captain America: Streets of Poison
	Captain America #372-378
	1994
	0-7851-0057-1[image: External link]



	Captain America Epic Collection (Vol. 16): Streets of Poison
	Captain America #372-386, Captain America Annual #9-10
	June 30, 2015
	0-7851-9265-4[image: External link]



	Captain America: Man and Wolf
	Captain America #402-408
	2011
	978-0-7851-4961-3[image: External link]



	Captain America: Fighting Chance: Denial
	Captain America #425-430
	2009
	0-7851-3738-6[image: External link]



	Captain America: Fighting Chance: Acceptance
	Captain America #431-437
	2009
	0-7851-3739-4[image: External link]



	Captain America Epic Collection (Vol. 22): Man Without a Country
	Captain America #444-454, Thor #496, Iron Man #326, Avengers #396, Captain America Ashcan Edition, Captain America: The Legend, material from Captain America Collectors' Preview
	April 2016
	978-0785195108[image: External link]



	Captain America: Operation Rebirth
	Captain America #444-448
	2011
	0-7851-3126-4[image: External link]



	Captain America: Man Without a Country
	Captain America #450-453
	1996
	0-7851-0594-8[image: External link]



	Heroes Reborn: Captain America
	Captain America Vol. 2 #1-12
	2006
	0-7851-2339-3[image: External link]




Captain America (Vol. 3 & 4, Marvel Knights, Cap./Falcon)



	Captain America: To Serve and Protect
	Captain America vol. 3, #1-7
	2011
	0-7851-0838-6[image: External link]



	Captain America: American Nightmare
	Captain America vol. 3, #8-13, Captain America and Citizen V Annual 1998, Captain America and Iron Man Annual 1998
	2011
	978-0-7851-5084-8[image: External link]



	Captain America: Red Glare
	Captain America vol. 3, #14-19, Captain America Spotlight
	2011
	0-7851-5894-4[image: External link]



	Captain America: Land of the Free
	Captain America vol. 3, #20-24, Annual 1999
	2013
	0-7851-5082-X[image: External link]



	Captain America by Dan Jurgens, Vol. 1
	Captain America vol. 3, #25-34
	2011
	0-7851-5517-1[image: External link]



	Captain America by Dan Jurgens, Vol. 2
	Captain America vol. 3, #35-44, Annual 2000
	2011
	0-7851-5540-6[image: External link]



	Captain America By Dan Jurgens, Vol. 3
	Captain America vol. 3 #45-50, Annual 2001
	2012
	0-7851-5980-0[image: External link]



	Captain America: Marvel Knights Vol. 1
	CAPTAIN AMERICA Vol. 4: #1-16 (2002)
	March 2016
	978-0785196334[image: External link]



	Captain America, Vol. 1: The New Deal
	Captain America vol. 4, #1-6
	2003
	0-7851-1101-8[image: External link]



	Captain America, Vol. 2: The Extremists
	Captain America vol. 4, #7-11
	2003
	0-7851-1102-6[image: External link]



	Captain America, Vol. 3: Ice
	Captain America vol. 4, #12-16
	2003
	0-7851-1103-4[image: External link]



	Captain America, Vol. 4: Cap Lives
	Captain America vol. 4, #17-20; Tales of Suspense #66
	2004
	0-7851-1318-5[image: External link]



	Captain America, Vol. 5: Homeland
	Captain America vol. 4, #21-28
	2004
	0-7851-1396-7[image: External link]



	Captain America & The Falcon by Christopher Priest: The Complete Collection
	CAPTAIN AMERICA AND THE FALCON (2004) #1-14
	March 2016
	978-0785195269[image: External link]



	Captain America and the Falcon, Vol. 1: Two Americas
	Captain America and the Falcon #1-4
	2004
	0-7851-1424-6[image: External link]



	Avengers Disassembled: Captain America
	Captain America vol. 4, #29-32; Captain America and the Falcon #5-7
	2004
	0-7851-1648-6[image: External link]



	Captain America and the Falcon, Vol. 2: Brothers and Keepers
	Captain America and the Falcon #8-14
	2005
	0-7851-1568-4[image: External link]




Captain America (Brubaker Era)



	Captain America: Winter Soldier, Book One
	Captain America vol. 5, #1-7
	2005
	0-7851-1920-5[image: External link]



	Captain America: Winter Soldier, Book Two
	Captain America vol. 5, #8-9, #11-14
	2006
	0-7851-1921-3[image: External link]



	Captain America: Red Menace, Book One
	Captain America vol. 5, #15-17; Captain America 65th Anniversary Special
	2006
	0-7851-2321-0[image: External link]



	Captain America: Red Menace, Book Two
	Captain America vol. 5, #18-21
	2006
	0-7851-2225-7[image: External link]



	Captain America: Civil War
	Captain America vol. 5, #22-24; Winter Soldier: Winter Kills
	2007
	0-7851-2798-4[image: External link]



	The Death of Captain America, Vol. 1: The Death of the Dream
	Captain America vol. 5, #25-30
	2008
	0-7851-2423-3[image: External link]



	The Death of Captain America, Vol. 2: The Burden of Dreams
	Captain America vol. 5, #31-36
	2008
	0-7851-2424-1[image: External link]



	The Death of Captain America, Vol. 3: The Man Who Bought America
	Captain America vol. 5, #37-42
	2008
	0-7851-2971-5[image: External link]



	Captain America: The Man with No Face
	Captain America Vol. 5 #43-48
	2009
	0-7851-3163-9[image: External link]



	Captain America: Road to Reborn
	Captain America Vol. 5 #49-50; Captain America #600-601
	2010
	0-7851-4174-X[image: External link]



	Captain America: Reborn
	Captain America: Reborn #1-6
	2010
	0-7851-3998-2[image: External link]



	Captain America: Two Americas
	Captain America #602-605; Who Will Wield the Shield?
	2010
	0-7851-4510-9[image: External link]



	Captain America: No Escape
	Captain America #606-610
	2011
	0-7851-4512-5[image: External link]



	Steve Rogers: Super Soldier
	Steve Rogers: Super-Soldier #1-4
	2011
	0-7851-4878-7[image: External link]



	Captain America: The Trial of Captain America
	Captain America #611-615 & #615.1; material from Captain America 70th Anniversary Magazine
	2011
	0-7851-5119-2[image: External link]



	Captain America: Prisoner of War
	Captain America #616-619
	2012
	0785151214[image: External link]



	Captain America and Bucky: The Life Story of Bucky Barnes
	Captain America and Bucky #620-624
	2012
	0-78-515123-0[image: External link]



	Captain America and Bucky: Old Wounds
	Captain America and Bucky #625-628
	2012
	0-7851-6083-3[image: External link]



	Captain America and Hawkeye
	Captain America and Hawkeye #629-632
	2012
	978-0785160861[image: External link]



	Captain America and Iron Man
	Captain America and Iron Man #633-635; Captain America and Namor #635.1
	2012
	978-0785165781[image: External link]



	Captain America and Black Widow
	Captain America and Black Widow #636-640
	2013
	978-0785165286[image: External link]



	Captain America by Ed Brubaker, Vol. 1
	Captain America Vol. 6 #1-5
	2012
	978-0785157083[image: External link]



	Captain America by Ed Brubaker, Vol. 2
	Captain America Vol. 6 #6-10
	2012
	978-0785157106[image: External link]



	Captain America by Ed Brubaker, Vol. 3
	Captain America Vol. 6 #11-14
	2012
	978-0785160755[image: External link]



	Captain America by Ed Brubaker, Vol. 4
	Captain America Vol. 6 #15-19
	2013
	978-0785160779[image: External link]



	Winter Soldier: The Longest Winter
	Fear Itself #7.1: Captain America; Winter Soldier #1-5
	2012
	978-0785144403[image: External link]



	Winter Soldier: Broken Arrow
	Winter Soldier #6-9
	2012
	978-0785144052[image: External link]



	Winter Soldier: Black Widow Hunt
	Winter Soldier #10-14
	2013
	978-0785167280[image: External link]



	Winter Soldier: The Electric Ghost
	Winter Soldier #15-19
	2013
	978-0785183983[image: External link]




Marvel Now!: Captain America



	Captain America, Vol. 1: Castaway in Dimension Z, Book One
	Captain America Vol. 7 #1-5
	2013
	978-0785168263[image: External link]



	Captain America, Vol. 2: Castaway in Dimension Z, Book Two
	Captain America Vol. 7 #6-10
	2013
	978-0785168270[image: External link]



	Captain America, Vol. 3: Loose Nuke
	Captain America Vol. 7 #11-15
	2014
	978-0785189510[image: External link]



	Captain America, Vol. 4: The Iron Nail
	Captain America Vol. 7 #16-21
	2014
	978-0785189534[image: External link]



	Captain America, Vol. 5: The Tomorrow Soldier
	Captain America Vol. 7 #22-25, Marvel 75th Anniversary Celebration (Captain America story)
	Jan 2015
	978-0785189558[image: External link]




ALL-NEW Captain America (Falcon)



	All-New Captain America Vol. 1: Hydra Ascendant
	All-New Captain America #1-6
	June 2015
	978-0785193760[image: External link]



	All-New Captain America: Fear Him
	All-New Captain America Fear Him #1-4, Captain America (1968) #280, Avengers (1998) #64
	June 2015
	978-0785192589[image: External link]
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