
   [image: cover]


   
      
         
            
               
[image: ]
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         

            ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

         

         I would like to thank Karen and Merlin Unwin for allowing me to write the volume on The County Palatine in their County series. I must also acknowledge help in the provision of photographs by Getty Images, Jon Ward Allen, Ray Ball, Mike Harding and the wonderful Ken Dodd; also to R.F.G Hollett & Son, Wigan History Shop, Leigh Library, Bolton Library and Art Gallery, Manchester Central Reference Library and the Harris Library and Art Gallery. Our County is so fortunate in its wealth of libraries and art galleries (see page 217). Visit them!

         
             

         

         Malcolm Greenhalgh

      

   


   
      
         
            
[image: ]
            

         

      

   


   
      
         

         
            For Izzy, Alex and Charlotte,

Joe, William and Edward

         

      

   


   
      
         

            FOREWORD

         

         In 1974, Edward Heath decided to demolish over 800 years of our history. He savaged our traditional counties and replaced them with new artificial ones that few wanted. Lancashire was particularly badly hit. The southwest was hived off with Wirral to make Merseyside. The southeast was tacked onto a bit of Cheshire to form Greater Manchester. To the north, all Furness that was once Lancashire-over-the-Sands (the sands of Morecambe Bay) was taken, along with all Cumberland and Westmorland, to create Cumbria. Finally, a chunk of south Lancashire, including the towns of Widnes and Warrington, was ceded to Cheshire.

         I live in the village of Lowton St Luke which is (just) in Heath’s Greater Manchester. My postal address is Lowton, Warrington, Cheshire, and the postal sorting office is in Newton-le-Willows, Merseyside! Yet I am a Lancastrian, and proud of it.

         A Yorkshire tyke writing a similar book about their county would similarly protest. Indeed, they did protest and had Heath’s ridiculous Cleveland obliterated. Before 1974 the River Hodder was part of the border between Lancashire and Yorkshire, and then the Fairsnape ridge, putting most of the Forest of Bowland in the County of the White Rose. Further south, the old boundary put villages like Sawley and Gisburn, Barnoldswick and Earby firmly in Yorkshire. No longer, officially. Heath plonked them into Lancashire along with some fells in the Lune valley.

         The effect on our county has been great and often laughable. Up to 1974 the Lancashire coastline was 216 miles long; the new Lancashire has a coastline of only 118 miles. Today the most southerly point in official Lancashire is near the villages of Sefton and Kirkby, where most people speak with a scouse accent, whereas the most northerly point of Merseyside is the north end of Southport, which is by the Ribble, not Mersey! Up to 1974, Coniston Water was Lancashire’s largest lake; today it is Stocks Reservoir that, up to 1974, was in Yorkshire! Until 1974, Lancashire’s highest point was the Old Man of Coniston (at 3,631'); today it is Leck Fell (at 2,057'). And if you are into cricket, most clubs in the Lancashire League are not now in Lancashire, nor is Old Trafford, HQ of Lancashire Cricket Club.

         Greater Manchester! Ugh!

         Away with it all, I say. This book deals with The County Palatine of Lancaster, and its boundaries are the pre-1974 ones (forgive me if I stray into what was Yorkshire, but if I do there will be a good reason). There are other Counties Palatine, but Lancashire is the only The County Palatine. The County Palatine has, at its head, the Duke of Lancaster, and the dukedom is held by the Crown. So when drinking the Loyal Toast, whilst non-Lancastrians say, ‘The Queen’, we raise our glasses to ‘The Duke of Lancaster!’

         An awful lot has happened in Lancashire and to include it all would require several big tomes. I have therefore had to be highly selective. I hope that you enjoy what I have selected, and that it makes you proud to be a Lancastrian (or extremely jealous if you are not).

         
             

         

         Malcolm Greenhalgh

         Lowton, Lancashire

      

   


   
      
         

            INTRODUCTION

         

         Lancashire vied with Cornwall for the title, Poorest County in England, up to the 18th century. Let me give an instance from 1515, in terms of wealth per 1000 acres of land. That year the average for all English counties was £66/1000 acres, our near neighbour the West Riding of Yorkshire was pretty poor at £11.30/1000 acres, but Lancashire… a pathetic £3.80/1000 acres.

         The reason for this dreadful state of affairs was the nature of the countryside. Nine estuaries (Mersey, Alt, Ribble, Wyre, Lune, Keer, Kent, Leven and Duddon) dominate the coastline, the Wyre, Lune, Keer, Kent and Leven entering Morecambe Bay. They greatly hindered movement in a north-south direction and were crossed at the travellers’ peril (see page 186). Inland, the coastal plain that dominates the hinterland south of the Lune and continues in a broad swathe on either side of the Mersey as far as Manchester, was largely treacherous peat bog that we call ‘moss’ or ‘mossland’ after the sphagnum moss that dominates these ‘raised bogs’. Beyond the mosslands, the land quickly rises in inhospitable steep-sided moorland. So there were only scattered patches of ground with good, well-drained soil where farmsteads and villages could be built. Nothing illustrates this topographical problem better than transport systems passing north-south through the county, especially between Preston and Lancaster. On a band of well-drained land, often only a quarter of a mile wide, a road was built by the Romans around 80AD, and parallel with this Roman road are now the A6 trunk road, the M6 motorway, the West Coast railway lines, and part of the Lancaster Canal. To the west are mosslands, and to the east steep fellsides.

         So what happened in Lancashire in the 200 years between 1750 and 1950, to turn what was an impoverished county into one of the wealthiest?
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               Anthony Gormley’s sculpture ‘Another Place’ on the Mersey estuary at Crosby. It consists of 100 cast iron figures: naked males, scattered over an area 2 miles by half a mile. They all stand to attention and look seawards as the tide ebbs and flows, the bodies rising and sinking beneath the tide in eerie fashion

            

         

         First of all, after several failed attempts, techniques were developed to reclaim the mosslands. This involved digging deep channels and pumping the water away to the nearest river. Rank vegetation was then burned, marl or lime scattered over the land to reduce the acidity of the peat, and then the drying moss was ploughed. Fertiliser was then incorporated. Often this was ‘night soil’ – human excrement – brought from the dung heaps of the growing towns. Today we can still see signs of this process, in the form of tiny shards of broken pottery scattered on the surface of newly-ploughed fields. When the town dweller broke a cup or plate, it was thrown onto the dung heap and became part of the night soil.

         Mosslands provide very fertile soil for growing vegetables and cereals: so productive that the cost of reclamation was more than covered by the income from the first year’s crop. And these mosslands provided much of the food needed by the growing townships.

         The second factor was the huge increase in the exploitation of locally available raw materials and the perfect position of the growing port of Liverpool for Atlantic trade. And not only Liverpool, but also Lancaster (with its sub-ports of Heysham, Glasson Dock and Sunderland Point) and Poulton-le-Fylde (whose ships docked in the Wyre estuary at Wardley’s Creek and at Skippool). Through the 18th and first part of the 19th century, as the Industrial Revolution was gathering steam, ships headed off to West Africa loaded with goods manufactured in the growing Lancashire towns: pots and pans, rope, sail cloth, clothing and so on. These were off-loaded and a cargo of slaves brought aboard. The ships then headed west, to the West Indies and southern states of the USA, where the poor slaves were made to work the plantations. Then the ships returned to Lancashire with cargoes of rum, cane sugar and cotton (page 37). That is why Liverpool was, at one time, the wealthiest city in England, if not the world, and has more beautiful listed buildings than any other outside London.

         Lancashire had plenty of its own raw materials. South Lancashire sits on coal, lots of coal. It is reckoned that there is more coal left underground than was ever brought to the surface (page 42). North Lancashire, especially Furness, had massive seams of haematite, a rich iron ore, and in south Furness and around Carnforth are outcrops of Carboniferous limestone, essential in the blast furnace (page 51). So the iron and steel was on hand to manufacture mill looms, railway lines, railway and other essential engines, and so on.

         Lancashire is also wet. Did not John Arlott once remind his listeners, when rain interrupted play at Old Trafford, that ‘Manchester is the only city in the world where they have lifeboat drill on the buses!’ As the towns grew, so this rain was increasingly collected in reservoirs built in the nearby moorlands. The moors have a peat covering over a rock called millstone grit, and these render the water collected to be slightly acidic and very soft, which was ideal for use in the steam engines that drove the Industrial Revolution, and in the production and dyeing of cotton fabrics. It also makes the perfect cup of tea.

         The final factor that brought wealth to Lancashire was its human population. In 1700, 98% of Lancastrians lived on the land and in times of famine many died. During the 18th and 19th centuries, many tenant smallholders lost their plots which became incorporated into the larger farms we have today. These displaced people moved into the towns, just as the owners of mills, factories and mines needed more labour. By our standards these workers’ lives were incredibly hard, but they were easier than when they scratched a living from the land. So they bred more successfully and the population of towns and cities exploded. The first official census was taken in 1801, when population growth had already begun. Then, the population of Burnley was 5,200; by 1921 it was over 103,000. In 1801 Accrington was a village of fewer than 2,000 souls; by 1921 it had grown to 44,975. Let us take one more example, Blackburn. In 1801 it had already grown to a small town with 11,980 inhabitants, but only 60 years later, in 1881, there were 120,064 and Blackburn was described at the ‘cotton weaving capital of the world.’

         Lancashire was a very dynamic county. Besides iron, coal and cotton, the county’s closeness to the salt mines of Cheshire (not forgetting its own salt deposits by the Wyre estuary around the village of Stalmine = salt mine), was the base on which a huge chemical industry was founded, mainly in the Warrington-Widnes region. Below the peat of the West Lancashire mosslands are deposits of clear sand, blown there at the end of the last Ice Age, and ideal for making top quality glass. So St Helens (and the Pilkington company) became a major centre of glass manufacture.

         Throughout this period one major problem had to be overcome: effective, inexpensive transport of large quantities of raw materials and finished products. In the 17th and early 18th century Lancashire’s road system was dreadful. After harrying an army of Royalists along the road from Preston to Wigan (page 160), Oliver Cromwell wrote in his diary that the road was ‘twelve miles of such ground as I have ever rode on in all my life.’ Such appalling roads would never have allowed for the industrial development that occurred. So it was in Lancashire that canals and navigations were pioneered (page 54) and where the first commercial railways operated (page 60). Canals and railways can carry bulk materials far more easily than a horse and cart on a pothole-ridden road. Today, of course, motorway and air carry most goods; Lancashire was there too, at the start.
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               Cromwell’s Bridge crosses the River Hodder near Whalley. Cromwell’s army crossed here on its way to the Battle of Preston (p159)

            

         

         As the county’s wealth increased, so leisure time appeared for even the lowliest worker. People worked five and a half long days in the mill or down the mine. What about Saturday afternoon? In winter, watch football. Lancashire provided half the founding members of the Football League (see page 94 for the list). In summer? Watch Lancashire League cricket, or tend the allotment. Then along came Wakes Week, when the mill towns closed down for an annual fixed holiday and one could not even buy a newspaper! What to do in Wakes Week? Go to Southport, Blackpool or Morecambe. These resorts flourished through the 19th and first half of the twentieth century. But now they have lost out to the guaranteed sun of Benidorm.

         Times have changed. And perhaps not for the better. King Cotton died a death in the 1950s and 1960s, King Coal in the 1970s and 1980s. Thanks in part to Mr Heath, Fleetwood’s deep sea trawler fleet went in the 1970s. Leyland Motors (call it British Leyland if you want) has gone and the car manufacturing by the Mersey at Halewood is far from healthy. Up in Furness, the Vickers shipyard has laid off a large number of its workers, and the iron and steel works are defunct. The consequence is unemployment amongst the young of our Lancashire towns and cities; the army of NEETS (not in employment, education or training) for whom there is no job in t’ mill or down t’ pit.

         But now let us see in a little more detail what happened in Lancashire, for believe me, it is still the best county in England… nay the World…nay, lads and lasses, the Universe!

      

   


   
      
         

         
            100 FACTS ABOUT LANCASHIRE

            
               	Lancashire Day is on 27 November; it was on that date in 1295 that representatives from the county travelled to London as members of Edward I’s parliament.

               	Lancashire’s flag is of a red rose on a gold background.

               	Lancashire’s motto is In Concilio Consilium, which translates as ‘In Council is Wisdom’; local authority councils often try to prove that this is not so!

               	The largest English town lacking a railway station is Leigh.

               	Lancashire has two Open Championship golf courses, Royal Birkdale and Royal Lytham & St Annes. Incidentally, Samuel Ryder whose name is remembered in a great golfing competition, was a Lancastrian. He was born in Walton-le-Dale.

               	Wigan was called Coalopolis and Manchester Cottonopolis at the height of the Industrial Revolution.

               	The first Friends’ Meeting House was built in 1692 at Yealand Conyers, near Carnforth.

               	Liverpool does not appear in the Domesday Book, but it was once the wealthiest city in the United Kingdom.

               	The centre of the British Isles is now officially in Lancashire, a mile north-east of Dunsop Bridge. Up to 1974 it was in the West Riding of Yorkshire.

               	There is a Bare Women’s Institute in Morecambe. Bare was an ancient village that is now part of the seaside town.

               	The Norse-Viking words ‘fell’ meaning a hill and ‘beck’ meaning a stream can be found nowhere south of Lancashire (the actual boundary is the River Ribble).

               	Uncle Joe’s Mintballs are made in Wigan by William Santus. 


               	Whalley churchyard has grave stones with the following dates inscribed on them: April 31st 1752 and February 30th 1819!

               	Arthur Ransome (author of Swallows and Amazons, and many more books) is buried in St Paul’s churchyard, Rusland.

               	The Tibet Buddhist Manjushri Mahayana Centre is at Conishead, near Ulverston.

               	Levens Hall is world famous for its topiary.

               	There is no pier at Wigan Pier, despite George Orwell. Some have claimed that a barge-loading structure that juts out from the towpath is the pier, but that is just nonsense.

               	The drink Vimto was invented by Lancastrian John Nichols.

               	Blackpool’s famous illuminations were first switched on in 1912. Every year a ‘celebrity’ switches them on, and they has included George Formby in 1953 (see page 69), Gracie Fields in 1964 (Page 68), Ken Dodd in 1966 (page 72), a Canberra bomber in 1969 (the great plane was manufactured in Preston), Red Rum in 1977 (page 112), and Les Dawson in 1986 (Page 78). In recent years the list has been dominated by people seemingly nominated by BBC pop radio and TV.

               	Colne’s Wallace Hartley was the band leader on the Titanic; he kept the band playing as the liner sank.

               	The actor Ian McKellen was born in Burnley.

               	Westhoughton is called ‘Cow Head City’ because, when a cow got its head stuck in a five-barred gate, the residents freed it by cutting off its head!

               	The unit of energy, ‘joule’, is named after J.P. Joule who was born in Salford on Christmas Eve 1818.

               	The world’s greatest steeplechase is the Grand National. The first was won by Lottery in 1839, and the only horse to win it three times (and second twice) was Southport’s Red Rum (in 1973, 1974 and 1977, see page 112). 


               	The first bale of cotton to reach Lancashire was landed at Sunderland Point.

               	The biggest hoard of Viking silver (975oz, plus 7,000 coins) was discovered by the Ribble at Cuerdale.

               	Bradshaw, whose guides to the railway network became so famous, was born in Pendleton in 1801.

               	After he lost the Battle of Hexham, Henry VI wandered through northern England until he was arrested at Clitheroe and taken to the Tower of London where he was later executed.

               	The Co-operative Movement was founded in Rochdale, the first Co-op store opening on Toad Lane on 21 December 1844.

               	Mr Rolls and Mr Royce first met and agreed to build cars together in Manchester’s Midland Hotel in May 1904.

               	Until 1974 Coniston Water was Lancashire’s biggest lake. It was still ‘officially’ in the County when Donald Campbell’s boat Bluebird crashed at 320mph in 1967.

               	James Lofthouse invented Fisherman’s Friends in his chemist shop in Fleetwood in 1865.

               	‘Iron Mad’ John Wilkinson, who was born at Lindale (now south Cumbria), built the first iron boat and the castings for the Iron Bridge in Coalbrookdale.

               	Barton Aerodrome is Britain’s oldest municipal airport and has the world’s oldest operational control tower.

               	Ferndean Manor, in Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre, was based on Wycoller Hall near Nelson.

               	The last Temperance Bar is to be found in Rawtenstall.

               	It was at Hoole that Jeremiah Horrocks calculated when the transit of Venus across the sun’s disc would occur and then observed it happen. 


               	In 1617, at a dinner in Hoghton Tower, James I is reputed to have knighted a loin of beef, saying, ‘Rise Sirloin’!

               	Richmal Crompton, author of the Just William books, was born in Ramsbottom in 1890.

               	As the cotton industry collapsed in Lancashire in the 1950s, the mill-worker had a 50-hour week. That was a great deal less than at the start of the cotton industry in the 1790s: 72 hours per week!

               	The first Blackpool rock was made in Dewsbury, Yorkshire in 1887! It has been manufactured in Blackpool since 1902.

               	Blackburn MP Barbara Castle brought in the law that insists that we all wear seat belts in the car. She didn’t drive!

               	Salford opened the first public library in 1850.

               	The first public parks were opened in 1846 at Preston (Avenham Park) and Salford (Peel Park, which features in the great film Hobson’s Choice).

               	In 1935 the Duke of Gloucester launched a ship at Barrow-in-Furness, with the words, ‘I name you Orion’, whilst standing in Brisbane, Australia. He used telegraph!

               	Lancastrian Richard Owen, who worked as a zoologist at the British Museum, coined the word ‘Dinosaur’.

               	Stan Laurel was born in Ulverston, where there is a Laurel and Hardy Museum.

               	Antony Gormley’s sculpture Another Place consists of life-size sculptures of his naked body set out across the beach at Crosby.

               	Brindle Church has five fonts.

               	With 49 arches, Whalley Viaduct, across the Calder Valley, is the longest in Britain.

               	The Clog Dancing Festival is held every year in Accrington. 


               	The World Record bag of red grouse was shot on 12 August 1915 at Abbeystead, when eight guns bagged 2,929 grouse in the day.

               	Mrs Winifred Wilson became England’s oldest mother when her tenth child (Shirley) was born on 14 November 1936. Unfortunately, there is no official record of Mrs Wilson’s year of birth. It might have been 1881 or 1882. So she could have been 54 years and three days or 55 years and three days when she gave birth.

               	The great comedian and writer Eric Sykes was born in Oldham in 1923.

               	Chipping Post Office is Britain’s oldest shop still serving customers. It first opened in 1668.

               	The first town to be lit by gas was Preston.

               	Stoneyhurst is the UK’s leading Jesuit public school. Its Old Boys include Arthur Conan Doyle (who based the arch villain Moriarty on another pupil) and actor Charles Laughton (‘I’ll see you hanging from the tallest yardarm, Mr Christian!’). Poet Gerard Manley Hopkins taught there for a short while.

               	A Manchester grocer called Arthur Brooke founded the famous Brooke Bond tea company. There never was a Mr Bond!

               	Britain’s first motorway was the M6 Preston by-pass, the second Lancaster by-pass.

               	England’s first paper mill was in Euxton, near Chorley.

               	Liverpool has the largest number of listed buildings of any city outside London.

               	Blackpool Pleasure Beach is still Britain’s Number One attraction, drawing in over six million visitors every year.

               	At over 120 miles in length, the Leeds and Liverpool Canal is the longest in the British Isles (see page 58). 


               	Manchester United has won more trophies than any other English football team.

               	Trencherfield Mill, Wigan, has the world’s largest working steam engine.

               	The world record Bury black pudding was made by Chadwick’s in December 1998. It was 40” long and weighed 115lbs.

               	Manchester Central is the largest municipal library in Britain.

               	The Hallé, founded by Sir Charles Hallé in 1858 is Britain’s oldest symphony orchestra.

               	Bent’s at Glazebury has several times been awarded the accolade, Britain’s Best Garden Centre.

               	The most extensive sand dunes in Britain are at Formby-Ainsdale.

               	The first regular passenger railway in the world was between Liverpool and Manchester (see page 61).

               	The shortest street in the world is Elgin Street, Bury, at 17 feet.

               	Europe’s largest city centre indoor shopping ‘mall’ is the Arndale Centre in Manchester. Why do we use Americanisms?

               	The UK’s first council houses were built in Liverpool in 1869.

               	Leonard Rossiter, star of Rising Damp and The Rise and Fall of Reginald Iolanthe Perrin, was born in Liverpool in 1926.

               	The UK’s biggest motorway interchange is NOT Spaghetti Junction! It is the Worsley Interchange, involving M60, M61, M602, M62, A580 and A666.

               	Britain’s longest preserved railway (as distinct from commercial railway) is the Rawtenstall-Bury-Heywood line.

               	The United Cattle Products factory in Levenshulme was the world’s largest producer of tripe. 


               	One of Charlie Chaplin’s first stage appearances was with the Lancashire Clog Dancing Team in London. One of the team was ill and Chaplin took his place.

               	The world’s first electric railway ran from Crossens (Southport) to Liverpool; it opened in 1905.

               	The Runcorn-Widnes road bridge that crosses the Manchester Ship Canal is the longest steel arch bridge in the UK.

               	Beetham Tower in Manchester is the tallest residential building in western Europe. It is 171 metres tall.

               	Carnforth Railway Station ‘starred’ in the film Brief Encounter.


               	Goodison Park was the world’s first purpose-built football stadium.

               	The Manchester Evening News Arena, opened in 1995, is Europe’s largest indoor concert arena.

               	The largest clock faces in the UK are on the Royal Liver Building. The dials are 25' in diameter and the minute hands 14' in length.

               	Most would have expected Liverpool’s The Beatles to have sold more records than any other act in 1965, but that year Manchester’s Herman’s Hermits beat them to it.

               	Coronation Street is the UK’s most popular soap opera. It was based on a real street, Archie Street in Salford.

               	The first service station on the M6 was Charnock Richard.

               	Accrington Stanley, Blackburn Rovers, Bolton Wanderers, Burnley, Everton and Preston North End were six of the twelve founder members of the Football Association in 1888. Bolton is the oldest club, founded in 1874.

               	And while we are on football, the first floodlit match ever was between Blackburn Rovers and Accrington Stanley in 1878. 


               	The hot-pot is, of course, one of Lancashire’s most famous dishes. The World Record was made at Garstang in 2007. It contained 220lbs potatoes, and about 80lbs each of onions and lamb, and weighed a total of 460lbs.

               	Professor Eric Laithwaite, born in Atherton and educated at Kirkham Grammar School, invented the magnetically levitated train. Like many inventions, it was turned down by the UK administration, but profitably sought elsewhere in the world. Typical!

               	In 1959 The Manchester Guardian became just The Grauniad (sorry, Guardian).

               	Roy Chadwick, who invented the Lancaster bomber, famed for carrying the ‘bouncing bombs’ in the Dambuster raid, was born in Farnworth.

               	There is a clock at Worsley that strikes thirteen when the time is one o’clock. The reason is that the Duke of Bridgewater’s workers returned to work late after their dinner (‘luncheon’ for non-Lancastrians) on the basis that they didn’t hear the clock strike one.

               	Suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst was born Emmeline Goulden in Moss Side, Manchester in 1858. She married Richard Pankhurst who supported her campaign for women’s suffrage.

               	Henry Tate, refiner of sugar and great philanthropist, after whom the Tate Galleries in London and Liverpool are named, was born in Chorley in 1819.

               	Bolton is the largest town in the UK that is not a city.

               	A balanced diet in Wigan, the Land of the Pie-eaters, is a potato pie in each hand. Incidentally, the name ‘pie-eater’ comes from the General Strike of 1926 in which starving Wigan workers returned to their jobs, thereby eating ‘humble pie’.

            

         

      

   


   
      
         

            Chapter One

            LANCASHIRE SINCE THE ICE AGE

         

         In the Introduction we saw how Lancashire was transformed by the Industrial Revolution from a sparsely populated, relatively inhospitable and poor county into one of the wealthiest, industrial counties in the United Kingdom. It is therefore not very surprising to find that, in contrast with the counties of the Midlands and south and east of England, prehistory and early history have left few marks. But marks there most certainly are.

         Lancashire in the Old Stone Age

         A band of Old Stone Age (Palaeolithic) hunters stalked an elk across the rolling grassy plain that we call the Fylde. One of them managed to hurl a spear into one of the elk’s legs, but the elk managed to escape. Later it floundered into a sticky bog and died. Its skeleton was found in the 1970s near Poulton-le-Fylde, with flint barbs from the spear still embedded in the bone. Radiocarbon dating indicated that the elk and hunting party met 13,000-11,500 years ago when the Ice Age in northwest England was nearing its end. Today Poulton-le-Fylde is only a short distance from the tide. But then, with so much water trapped in the immense ice sheets and snow-fields, sea level was very much lower (some estimates suggest over 30 metres lower), and the coastline of northwest England was far away in the west, on an approximate line between the Lleyn peninsula of North Wales, the Isle of Man and the Mull of Galloway. The coastline probably reached approximately its present position about 9,000 years ago, at about the time that Middle Stone Age people settled here (see below).

         Other Palaeolithic remains, in the form of crude flint tools, dating from 10,700 years ago, have been found close to the northern shore of Morecambe Bay (which would then be a boggy, grassy plain extending out into what is now the Irish Sea) in Lindal Low Cave and Kirkhead Cave.

         Lancashire through the Prehistoric Era
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               The Stone Circle at Birkrigg Common which is about 4,500 years old. It commands a striking view over Morecambe Bay

            

         

         Traces of Middle and New Stone Ages (Mesolithic and Neolithic), and of Bronze Age and Iron Age have been found throughout much of Lancashire, but most of what seem to be more permanent settlements were by the coast. This is to be expected. Most food that can be gathered inland, such as hazelnuts and a wide variety of berries and flightless, moulting wildfowl are seasonal. In contrast, many foods can be gathered on the coast every day of the year, such as crabs, mussels and cockles, shrimps and sea fish. So places like Walney Island, Urswick and Heysham Head, that are naturally well-drained compared with most coastal sites then, were chosen. There, concentrations of flints and crude pottery of styles from Mesolithic to Iron Age have been unearthed, indicating that such sites were occupied perhaps continuously from 7,000 years ago until at least the arrival of the Romans.

         Another major prehistoric site is the Formby-Freshfield area. Today the coast here is dominated by a broad belt of sand dunes which developed, at the earliest, about 4,600 years ago. Before that this coastline was a series of mud-bottomed shallow lagoons surrounded by reeds and scrub. Red and roe deer, and the huge wild cattle known as aurochs, came down to drink. Wading birds, including cranes, paddled, in the shallows, catching their prey. Wolves lay in wait for these. And not only wolves. Neolithic family parties hunted these lagoons. In summer when the water level fell, beasts and humans left their footprints in the glutinous mud, and the sun baked these footprints as hard as rock. Then, the following winter, the preserved footprints were protected by newer sediments and, later, the development of the dunes.

         Since the 1980s the dunes of Formby Point have retreated and left behind, on the shore, the ancient clay beds and preserved footprints. These footprints, of deer, auroch, wolf, crane and humans have been dated to between 5,750 and 6,650 years ago. One of the most incredible Lancashire experiences is of putting one’s own feet next to Neolithic footprints, and to follow the track of a Neolithic hunter down what is now the sea shore.

         Inland there are a few pre-Roman human traces: for example, the remains of a Neolithic chambered cairn (called Pikestones) on Anglezarke Moor and a passage grave at Calderstones near Liverpool, a Bronze Age wood henge at Bleasdale, a stone circle on Turton Moor, a flint-knapping site at Chorlton-on-Medlock, and Iron Age hillforts at Skelmore Heads, Castle Heads and Warton Crag (all overlooking Morecambe Bay)and at Portfield and Castercliffe (in East Lancashire). 
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               Footprints of a running child preserved in the mud around 6,000 years ago and only now revealed by erosion of dunes at Freshfield

            

         

         Perhaps the most interesting remains, from late Bronze Age and early Iron Age, are of ancient trackways built over the mosslands. Timber posts were laid in two parallel lines over the ground and held in place by pegs. Then across these foundation timbers was laid the roadway of split logs, which gave the surface of the track a ridged effect; for that reason we know them as ‘corduroy roads’. It seems that they were laid down when, through increased rainfall, the peat mosslands were growing upwards very quickly. So quickly that reports of these corduroy roads noted that the cut marks on the timbers appeared quite fresh, without any wear. This suggests that their construction was a vain attempt to keep tracks across the country, used before the peat developed, open. One such road was found crossing Pilling Moss, and was misnamed the Danes’ Pad. Another was found at Hightown, and another, Foulshaw Moss, on the north side of Morecambe Bay.

         Roman Lancashire

         When the Romans arrived in Lancashire in 78AD most of the north of England was governed by a celtic Iron Age tribe called the Brigantes, and we still use names derived from those that they gave to some geographical features, such as the rivers Darwen (meaning river where oak trees can be seen), Douglas (black stream), Keer (dark river) and Lune (healthy river), Mellor (bare hill), Penketh (high wood) and the area of central south Lancashire known as Makerfield (open land with ruins or a wall). Pendle Hill is an interesting name, for ‘pen’ means hill in the old celtic tongue and ‘hyll’ is from the Anglo-Saxon. Both these are incorporated in Pendle, which thus means ‘hill hill’ and so Pendle Hill, as it appears on the Ordnance Survey maps, means ‘hill hill hill’!

         Names from this time are very few, for what became Lancashire was then something of an outpost of the Brigantian empire, was sparsely inhabited and was mostly bog or fell. So the Romans came to Lancashire to pass through it rather than settle. We can see this from the scattered ‘staging-post’ Roman villas, which were established as farms to provide food and horses for the Roman army. Cheshire and Yorkshire had many villas. Inhospitable Lancashire had none.

         So in 78-79AD Agricola built a road from Middlewich, in Cheshire, that crossed the Mersey at Wilderspool (Warrington) and went north through Coccium (Wigan), a Roman camp/industrial site at Walton-le-Dale and onto a fort at Lancaster. This road then passed up the Lune valley to a fort at Calacum (Burrow) and then north down the Eden valley to Carlisle. The southern part of this road, from Warrington to Walton-le-Dale is closely followed by the modern A49, and the second part, from Walton-le-Dale to Lancaster is followed by the A6 (also M6 and the West Coast main railway line). The Romans pioneered a route through difficult terrain that we have adopted today! Later a second road began at Deva (Chester) and headed northeast-wards to Condate (Northwich) and on into Lancashire and a fort at Mamucium (Manchester). This road then headed due north through Radcliffe, Tottington and Blackburn (none of which then existed) to a major fort by the Ribble at Bremetennacum (Ribchester). From there the road continued through Bowland to the fort by the river Lune at Burrow.
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