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Any Given Day was first performed at the Traverse Theatre, Edinburgh, on 29 May 2010. The cast was as follows:
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	BOY
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	Designer
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	Lighting Designer


	John Harris
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Characters


Play One


BILL, fifties


SADIE, forties


BOY


 




Play Two


JACKIE, forties


DAVE, fifties




 


The first play takes place in a flat in the city.


The second play takes place in a bar.




ONE




BILL and SADIE live with each other in a council owned flat.


They were, for a long time, kept in a home for the ‘mentally defective’ but were released into the community when their and other similar institutions were closed in the early 1990’s.














	SADIE


	Is Jackie coming today?







	BILL


	Aye.







	SADIE


	…







	BILL


	Aye?







	SADIE


	Aye.







	 


	Well?







	BILL


	Don’t act daft.







	 


	You know she’s coming.







	 


	She said she would be here.







	SADIE


	I’m not daft.







	BILL


	Daft as a bloody brush.







	 


	Basil bloody Brush.







	SADIE


	Don’t.







	 


	Don’t you.







	BILL


	HA HA HA HA







	SADIE


	I don’t like Basil Brush.







	BILL


	That’s you.







	SADIE


	Don’t.







	BILL


	Well







	SADIE


	Well yourself.







	BILL


	HA HA HA HA







	SADIE


	I’ll go out of here.







	BILL


	You do that.







	 


	Basil.







	SADIE


	Right you.







	BILL


	Put the water on while you’re in there.







	SADIE


	I’m not making tea.







	BILL


	Who asked you?







	SADIE


	It’s coming.







	BILL


	So’s Christmas.







	SADIE


	Aye.







	 


	So it is.







	BILL


	Do you think Jackie would like flowers?







	SADIE


	For her Christmas?







	BILL


	What else?







	 


	Her birthday’s long by.







	SADIE


	Aye.







	BILL


	What kind?







	SADIE


	I don’t know.







	BILL


	That’s right, Basil.







	SADIE


	Don’t.







	BILL


	Or vouchers?







	SADIE


	Vouchers.







	BILL


	That’s what you want.







	SADIE


	No.







	BILL


	I know what you want.







	SADIE


	I don’t think flowers grow at Christmas.







	BILL


	Aye.







	 


	They do.







	SADIE


	Where?







	BILL


	Somewhere.







	 


	They’re in the Marks and Spencer book.







	SADIE


	Even at Christmas?







	BILL


	Asda an all.







	SADIE


	So they are.







	 


	I remember now.







	BILL


	No you don’t.







	SADIE


	I do.







	 


	I’ll show you.







	 


	Where is that book?







	BILL


	HA HA HA HA







	SADIE


	Right.







	 


	That’s it.







	 


	I’m off.







	BILL


	Make us a cup of tea.







	 


	While you’re in there.







	SADIE


	No.







	BILL


	How no?







	SADIE


	You make me mad.







	BILL


	Make us a cup of tea.







	SADIE


	Do you want a cup of tea?







	BILL


	When do I ever say no to a cup of tea?







	SADIE


	I don’t know.







	BILL


	Never.







	 


	That’s when.







	 


	Never say no to a cup of tea.







	 


	That’s me.







	SADIE


	Never say no.







	BILL


	Refuse only blows.







	SADIE


	What time is it?







	BILL


	Early.







	SADIE


	That clock doesn’t tell the right time.







	BILL


	I’m not going by the clock.







	SADIE


	Not going by the clock.







	BILL


	I’ve got my watch.







	 


	Dafty.







	SADIE


	I’m not daft.







	BILL


	Anyway.







	 


	Nothing to worry about.







	 


	It’s still light.







	SADIE


	So it is.







	BILL


	Jackie wouldn’t come in the dark.







	SADIE


	No no.







	 


	She couldn’t come in the dark.







	BILL


	Don’t worry.







	SADIE


	We couldn’t open the door in the dark.







	BILL


	No.







	SADIE


	Not once it’s dark.







	BILL


	We did once.







	SADIE


	That was just that once.







	BILL


	Once is once.







	SADIE


	That bad day.







	BILL


	I know.







	SADIE


	No phone no door.







	BILL


	I know.







	SADIE


	Not after dark.







	BILL


	Jackie won’t come after dark.







	SADIE


	Did she say a time?







	BILL


	You know what she’s like.







	SADIE


	Butterfly Brain.







	BILL


	That’s her.







	SADIE


	Butterflybrain.







	BILL


	Come away from the window.







	SADIE


	Just in case.







	 


	Just in case she was in the street.







	BILL


	Is she?







	SADIE


	No.







	 


	There’s Ellen but.







	BILL


	Is it?







	 


	Is it?







	SADIE


	Look.







	 


	See.







	 


	Crossing the road.







	BILL


	No point in waving.







	SADIE


	How?







	BILL


	She won’t look up.







	SADIE


	She might.







	BILL


	It’s raining.







	SADIE


	So?







	BILL


	If she looks up her face’ll get wet.







	SADIE


	I don’t like that.







	 


	Wet in my face.







	 


	Even in the shower, I don’t look up.







	BILL


	See.







	 


	She didn’t look up.







	SADIE


	I waved anyway.







	BILL


	You.







	SADIE


	Maybe she knows I’m here, waving.







	BILL


	You.







	SADIE


	She sometimes looks up.







	 


	She sometimes knows.







	BILL


	Except when it rains.







	SADIE


	Still.







	 


	I wave even if she doesn’t.







	BILL


	Aye.







	SADIE


	Ellen from the







	 


	Coffeeshop.







	BILL


	Have we got bread?







	SADIE


	What for?







	 


	…







	 


	Toast I remember.







	BILL


	Have we no bread?







	SADIE


	I don’t know.







	 


	I don’t remember.







	BILL


	Jackie likes toast and cheese.







	 


	Or ham.







	SADIE


	I know that.







	BILL


	Go and see then.







	SADIE


	It’ll be in the cupboard.







	BILL


	Go and see.







	SADIE


	I think we’ve got cheese.







	BILL


	We’ve got cheese.







	 


	And ham.







	 


	We bought them yesterday.







	 


	Dafty.







	 


	HA HA HA HA







	 


	But we didn’t get bread.







	 


	I thought we had bread.







	 


	In the freezer.







	 


	She likes that thin bread.







	 


	She doesn’t like thick bread.







	 


	Cuts the crusts off thick bread.







	 


	Eat your crusts and you’ll get nice curly hair.







	 


	Joke.







	 


	But I’ve already got curly hair, she says.







	 


	We’ve always got bread.







	SADIE


	None.







	BILL


	You didn’t look.







	 


	You were too quick.







	SADIE


	I did so.







	 


	There’s only an outsider left.







	BILL


	She’ll never eat an outsider.







	 


	Throw it away.







	 


	Give it to the birds.







	SADIE


	I like an outsider.







	 


	Toast and dairylea.







	BILL


	We’ll need to get bread.







	SADIE


	Will I get my coat?







	BILL


	Aye.







	 


	Get your coat.







	SADIE


	When will it be dark?







	BILL


	It’s only two o’clock.







	SADIE


	But when will it be dark?







	BILL


	Hours.







	SADIE


	How many?







	BILL


	As many as going on the bus to Ayr.







	SADIE


	That’s a long time on the bus.







	 


	I always need the bathroom.







	BILL


	Is there no bread in the freezer?







	SADIE


	I don’t like to look in the freezer.







	BILL


	Basil.







	SADIE


	Don’t.







	BILL


	You bought the freezer.







	SADIE


	Only because Jackie said you can keep ice cream in it.







	BILL


	But you won’t go into the freezer to get the ice cream.







	SADIE


	I don’t need to.







	 


	You get it for me.







	BILL


	I don’t even like ice cream.







	SADIE


	You’re good to me.







	BILL


	I’ll see if there’s any bread.







	SADIE


	Are you sure?







	BILL


	I’m not scared of the freezer.







	SADIE


	I know.







	 


	Lucky for me.







	 


	I shouldn’t eat too much ice cream, Ellen said.







	 


	There’s a boy.







	 


	He’s looking up.







	 


	He doesn’t care about the rain.







	 


	…







	 


	…







	 


	He didn’t wave.







	BILL


	There’s no bread in the freeze/Who are you waving at?







	SADIE


	A boy







	BILL


	Don’t wave.







	 


	Come away from the window.







	 


	What did I tell you?







	SADIE


	I forget.







	 


	I forget.







	BILL


	Come back here so he can’t see you.







	SADIE


	I just forget.







	BILL


	Okay.







	SADIE


	I remember now.







	BILL


	Okay.







	SADIE


	Oh.







	 


	Oh.







	 


	I remember now.







	BILL


	It’s okay.







	SADIE


	Oh oh oh oh







	BILL


	It’s okay.







	SADIE


	Is he still there?







	BILL


	There’s nobody there.







	SADIE


	Good.







	 


	That’s good.







	BILL


	You.







	SADIE


	Anyway.







	 


	He never waved back.







	BILL


	…







	SADIE


	…







	BILL


	There’s no bread in the freezer.







	SADIE


	No.







	 


	I don’t put bread in the freezer.







	BILL


	No.







	SADIE


	I don’t want to go out now.







	BILL


	I’ll go.







	SADIE


	I don’t want you to go.







	BILL


	We’ve no bread.







	SADIE


	Maybe Jackie won’t want toast.







	BILL


	She always has toast.







	SADIE


	Maybe she won’t.







	BILL


	When has she ever not had toast?







	SADIE


	I don’t know.







	BILL


	Never.







	 


	That’s when.







	SADIE


	Cheese and ham.







	BILL


	That’s right.







	SADIE


	And beetroot.







	BILL


	That’s you that likes the beetroot.







	SADIE


	I do.







	BILL


	Jackie likes tomato sauce.







	SADIE


	We’ve got tomato sauce.







	 


	I saw it.







	 


	Beside the bread.







	 


	The outsider.







	BILL


	I’ll get my coat.
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