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Dedication

This work was entrusted to me in the twilight of my life and has been in the making for the last twenty years. Write a book? No! At least, that is what I thought. God has given me this work while the world is shaking in anticipation of Jesus’ return.

The book originates from the talks and sermons I have given throughout my journey with Him. It is profoundly prophetic yet firmly rooted in Scripture.

One-third of the sacred Scriptures are prophetic and span the entirety of the Bible; the breadcrumbs are not always visible. I hope the reader will find it easier to follow, as I have included Scripture in the text rather than needing to search for Bible references.

However, diligent workers for Christ will scrutinise everything they hear, read or even think! Every Christian should consider undertaking the journey from Genesis to Revelation at some point.

May God bless your soul as we take this journey together with Christ.

Bob Francis
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Foreword

Bob Francis has embarked on remarkable journeys, even to the depths of vast oceans. Under tremendous pressure, he has learnt the life disciplines required for service, courage, comradeship and expertise. ‘Watching and waiting’ was the essence of his seasons at sea, in selfless pursuit of safeguarding others.

During the past two decades, Bob explored hidden depths of even more significant consequence in his voyage as a follower of Jesus. An apprentice and exponent of Scripture, from creation to apocalypse, he faithfully sought, studied and shared truths of urgent inner and infinite significance. Bob invites us to join his most courageous mission in My Journey with Christ (Genesis to Revelation), an intimate and urgent exploration of biblical truths, with surprisingly honest observations and timely teachings.

As I write, we are approaching Passover and Easter 2025. In this significant and unusual year, Jews and followers of Jesus from Eastern and Western confessions celebrate their primary festivals of deliverance on the exact dates. Incidentally, it is also the 80th anniversary of the brutal murders of diarists Anne Frank and Dietrich Bonhoeffer—a Jewish girl and a German pastor whose martyrdom made their words of defiant hope immutable. In his book, Bob also explores this mystery of sacrificial faith that unites Jew and Christian under redeeming blood. He draws from the Old and New Testaments, from the Torah to the Gospels, and from the Garden of Eden to the Garden of Gethsemane. Driven by a passion to understand Jesus, the Lamb slain before the creation of the earth, Bob shares truths less frequently proclaimed from pulpits. He boldly follows paths that others might prefer to avoid, leading to conclusions about Israel, the Church, the Way of the Cross and the end times.

Bob’s writings form a prophetic pilgrimage, blending personal and biblical revelations. He selects the route and milestones of the road we follow, remaining faithful to our destination while allowing occasional detours for contemplation. It becomes clear that Bob made deeply personal choices that directed his devotional life and defined his theological perspective. For example, regarding eschatology which concerns death, judgement and the final destiny of the soul and humankind, the author had three options: premillennialism, postmillennialism and amillennialism. Premillennialism holds that a seven-year tribulation will precede a thousand-year period during which Christ will reign on the throne of David. Postmillennialism considers that the millennium is an era, rather than a literal thousand years, during which Christ will reign over the earth, not from an earthly throne, but through the gradual increase of the Gospel and its power to change lives. Amillennialism holds that the Kingdom of God was inaugurated through Christ’s resurrection, at which point he gained victory over Satan and reigns over his Church.

Hence, Bob interprets how we should approach our discipleship: the authenticity of Scripture, the authority of the Law and Prophets, the importance of understanding where we stand in history, and the imperative to anticipate Jesus’ return. A question will be asked of us when time is almost through.

Have you been chasing dragons, or were dragons chasing you?

Dr Graham Giles MBE

		
	
		
Introduction

Christianity is declining in the West, in stark contrast to other countries, particularly in the East, where it faces suppression. Yet, many are turning to our Lord. In Iran, it is claimed that hundreds of thousands of Christians have secretly joined the Body of Christ at great peril, and churches are growing daily. In contrast, here in the United Kingdom, Christianity is rapidly becoming a ‘minority religion.’

During the Reformation, Bible critics planted the seeds that transformed the Church into a lukewarm entity. However, our nineteenth-century missionaries brought God’s grace to the United Kingdom, which initiated a significant event in the early twentieth century.

The Bible is filled with prophecies that leaders of our assemblies do not regularly teach. Prophecy aims to give the Church hope and encourages us to look forward to our Lord’s return. This account describes the unravelling of a crimson cord from Genesis to Revelation. The creation narrative is not just about how God created the heavens and the earth, but also outlines God’s plan for redemption. The pattern of creation, by design, is linked to the first Passover Lamb, Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, illustrating how Jesus is the ‘First Fruits’ and took paradise to Heaven. In short, Genesis chapter 1 is both enlightening and prophetic. We will explore the possibility of a ‘hidden’ day in the creation narrative.

Prophecy is also linked to the Last Supper, which established a New Covenant and a Betrothal. It foreshadows the reality of the Church’s rapture. Framing this within ‘culture, context and audience’ enhances its prophetic nature.

After the last world war, many people from other nations came to this country to help with the rebuilding, but they were not necessarily welcomed. The first chapters recount my journey to the United Kingdom and how the Lord saved my life when I was three months old, floating in a basin on water. However, migrants who came to Britain were not only essential for rebuilding after the last world war; they also served to remind us of the legacy established by spreading the ‘Good News’ about Jesus during the Empire’s time. Over the past decade, there has been a notable decline in faith. The good shepherds are not as good. The established institutions, often called the Church, are being exposed for what they are.

Then, there is Israel and the deception surrounding its existence. This narrative highlights how prophecy loses significance without Israel’s presence. From the line of Ishmael and Esau, we establish the ring of fire surrounding her today. Psalm 83 describes events concerning Israel from the time of King David to the present, and we are witnessing its fulfilment now.

I feel compelled to write this account as a wake-up call to the Church, particularly in the United Kingdom, where we remain lukewarm and in a state reminiscent of the period before the last two world wars.

Within the ‘Church’, there are two categories of individuals: those who genuinely profess to know Jesus and have experienced true inner conversion, and those whose confessions lack substance. At the conclusion of this account, we will investigate ‘how we can discern’ which group we belong to.

Jesus mentioned that the wide road results in destruction, whereas the narrow road leads to life. He pointed out that only a few discover the path to life. This book aims to support the Church by promoting prophecy, dispelling deception and inspiring us to look towards our imminent redemption. Let us aim to be counted among the ‘wise’ instead of the ‘foolish’ within the Body of Christ.

The consequences of a world without God grow increasingly severe every day.

		
	
	
	
		PART ONE


[image: image]



		
	
		

Chapter One –  The Title


As I contemplated different titles for this work, none felt quite right. A long time ago, I came across an intriguing phrase in a Bible foreword: ‘The Scarlet Thread of Redemption.’ I aimed to use that title to represent this book, script or whatever it eventually turns into. However, I settled on the word ‘journey’ based on feedback from readers who described their experience as a journey while reading this work.

The account summarises discussions shared over the past twenty years that have supported the operation of Bible schools and offered guidance on the Word of the Lord. Thus, the title reflects everything accomplished in this work for Christ.

However, although the theme follows the scarlet thread from Genesis to Revelation, we will diverge from the main path to discuss critical issues. Thus, we will take detours, branching off to savour some delights.

Some of these diversions require time to describe events that, while necessary, do not align with the timeline for unfolding the prophetic narrative defined by the creation story at the beginning of the Bible. The account in Genesis 1 is not solely about creation—it also serves as a redemption framework. We may even encounter some handbrake turns!

For example, ‘What did Jesus write in the Dust?’ is an episode leading up to Jesus’ death that illustrates Christ’s righteousness. However, it does not necessarily contribute to the prophetic journey. It must be included to show that Jesus perfectly aligns with God’s will.

Discussing the Bible’s inerrancy is essential, as some people dismiss its authenticity or allegorise it to fit their beliefs. Additionally, Israel remains a mystery for many; without the Jewish people, the prophecies in the Bible lose their significance. We will refer to various versions of the Bible but will primarily use the New International Version (NIV, 2011)[1] throughout this work. Some may raise their eyebrows, but this version is widely recognised and easier to read. There are arguments for different versions, and we will mention them for clarity. We occasionally refer to the New King James Version (NKJV, 1982)[2] for comparison.

For years, I was perplexed about which version to trust when studying God’s Word. My companion suggested that the Bible is like an onion. It has many layers, and no single version is sufficient. Text can sometimes fail to convey the whole meaning of the author’s intent. Have you ever sent a text message and had the recipient misunderstand? That has happened to me several times and can occasionally lead to conflict, sadness or confusion. Having reflected on this, I now own several digital versions of the Bible.

The NIV is a modern translation that is not strictly literal, meaning it is not a ‘word-for-word’ translation. It aims to balance words and thoughts. I have many versions of the Bible, and when teaching, I primarily use the NIV, the New King James Version (NKJV), and the Young’s Literal Translation (YLT)[3], among several others. When we reach Heaven, we will communicate mind-to-mind, thought-to-thought, so there will be no doubt about meaning.

It is worth noting that some versions have been revised to make them more inclusive. So, always have more than one version. However, who am I that you should even cast me a glance askance? The story begins with my ancestors in India.

		
	
		

Chapter Two –  The United Kingdom


Over forty years ago, Jesus became an essential part of my life. This encounter with Him was transformative, blessing me with His Spirit and granting me prophetic insight into His Word, but I am not a prophet. This sparked a deep hunger within me to understand and live by the teachings of the Bible, a journey that has broadened my mind and soul, often leading to pitfalls. My Pastor, Ben Davies, called me an Ephesians four teacher (4:11), which amazed me and prompted much reflection.

Now, back to my journey to the United Kingdom. I arrived in London, England, at about twelve months old in early 1952. We were part of what is now known as the ‘Windrush Generation’, coming here to work and hopefully seek a better life. However, my journey to the United Kingdom began before I was born (Jeremiah 1:5).

Many people, including myself, were brought to the United Kingdom by the Lord for the country’s sake. You might wonder why. The blood of many British men and women had been shed over the centuries as they spread the Gospel message worldwide during the era of the British Empire, particularly in the nineteenth century. I mention the missionaries because some other methods were not always righteous. Nevertheless, Christ became known.

The British are now relying on God’s grace from this shed blood, and we are running out of that grace. Prophetically, the world is in the end times. God is calling people from those evangelised nations back to the United Kingdom as an extension of that grace to remind them of Christ.

However, revival is in the air. Revival is not merely the spreading of the gospel; it is the awakening of a church that is currently lukewarm. You can only revive something that is nearly dead. This revival is not the kind that is revealed as quickly as past revivals. It is quiet, but God will bring it about with or without us. This account is primarily intended for the Church of Christ in the United Kingdom, but can also be spiritually applied to other countries.

My ancestors came from the Hindi belt of Northern India, although I am not exactly sure of the specific location. Records from that time were scarce, and slavery was undergoing a rebranding. The British called them indentured workers[4], whose job prospects in India were unfavourable. Many emigrated for a better life; my ancestors went to the Caribbean. The first recorded ship to arrive in Jamaica was the ‘Blundell Hunter’ in 1850; this is the only record of my ancestors’ arrival in Jamaica.

In India, promises were made that work would be available abroad and complimentary transportation back home would be provided after one year. Yeah, right! That happened only for a select few and likely at their own expense. For many reasons, my great-great-grandfathers chose to stay and build a life. Their home became Jamaica in the Caribbean, where my mother and father were born. An initial one-year contract was eventually extended to five years because it was deemed unworkable for such a short duration.

In the 1850s, the Lord took me from India and placed my ancestors in Jamaica. My father was born in Jamaica, in the West Indies, but became restless as he grew up. In 1951, he travelled to England and settled in London. I was born in Jamaica in May 1951 and shortly after, he left and took a ship to England.

My mother told me we were caught in a terrible hurricane after Dad left—Hurricane Charley in 1951. It was Jamaica’s most staggering and devastating hurricane recorded up until that time as 125mph winds hurtled through St Thomas, Kingston, St Andrew, Port Royal and other southern parishes. Most homes constructed of board and zinc were not prepared for this!

We were at this incident in St. Andrews, but reflecting on it, I felt the hand of the Lord upon me. My mother told me that we hid under a table during the hurricane (whatever good that would have been), and she floated me in a basin on the water, holding on as the devastation passed. I was about three months old and we survived.

Dad paid for us to travel to England when I was about a year old—my journey from India to the Caribbean and then to England. However, God was not finished yet. In my late teens, I briefly became interested in religion, which was a natural development. My parents were Hindu and were influenced in the Caribbean by Roman Catholics, a few Jehovah’s Witnesses, and a small amount of Obia (African spellcasting)—a mixture of spiritual confusion and blight.

In my formative years, my mother occasionally sent me to Sunday School with the next-door neighbour’s son, and I loved it! Not necessarily the Sunday school, but he had a two-seater Lambretta scooter motorcycle. I would sit on the back seat, hanging on for dear life as we hurtled down the road, vibrating like a jackhammer. I say ‘hurtling’, but from my recollection, he was responsible and probably not going that fast; it was fantastic and Christ was embedded in my soul.

In my late teens, I decided to try religion. It was hard, failing at every turn, and I flippantly decided, ‘Wait until you’re 30 years old.’ At that time, it seemed like a long way off. God must have been amused; Jesus came into my life at thirty and a half years old, and I have not looked back. That was more than forty years ago. My companion indicated this was when Jesus started His primary ministry—at thirty years old.

Later, I became restless and looked around for something else. Before my double dealings caught up with me, I had decided at twenty to join the Royal Navy (RN). Initially, I signed up for twelve years, but marriage came and the money was helpful, so eventually extended it to twenty-two years.

God took me away from my family on the road to meeting Jesus. I joined the RN in May 1972 and completed a five-year apprenticeship. After finishing my training, I was given a choice of which ship to serve on, or as we call it in the RN, a draft.

A warship named HMS Tartar was heading to the West Indies and I hoped to use this first draft to visit my birthplace. Being on this ship in the Caribbean would provide an opportunity. I had family there, so was naturally curious to see them. The choice of ship aimed to make us feel included, but it was generally determined by necessity.

My boss asked me to volunteer for HM Submarine Service, but I declined the request. Although it was suggested, it was only for a short time! He volunteered me anyway, and I went to HMS Dolphin for submarine training—all part of God’s Plan, not mine. HM Submarine Warspite became my first draft and I joined while she was in a refit.

Towards the end of 1981, a man told me about the Lord and I became a Christian at the age of thirty, just before the Falklands War with Argentina began in 1982. After the ‘Cessation of Hostilities,’ HM Submarine Warspite was assigned to patrol the Falkland Islands and the coast of Argentina. We conducted the most extended submarine patrol ever made public, spending 111 days submerged and covering just over 30,000 miles. Being nuclear-powered, fuel was not an issue. During that time, we never saw daylight. My wife laughed when I returned; my skin was pale, and considering my ethnicity, it also amused me.

This all occurred shortly after becoming a Christian. We were immediately deployed to the Falklands and joined the war effort. It was during the ‘Cessation of Hostilities,’ but it was still scary. I worried that being the only born-again Christian among the crew of 116 might somehow affect my newfound faith. Some of the crew attended church on Sunday mornings but seemed uncommitted. I might have been wrong, or it may have been just for the wine at the end of the service.

Being on a submarine as a Christian was not easy, and the changes in my character did not sit well with my shipmates. Though I lost several friends, they carefully disguised their disdain for this new version of me. We returned safely and I had a wonderful time praising and worshipping the Lord in my ‘rack,’ a coffin-like middle bunk with the curtain drawn for privacy. Some may remember the cassette recorder. I pre-recorded gospel music; listened with my headphones and sung to the Lord in my ‘rack.’

My shipmates’ dislike was revealed about twenty years later at a submarine reunion. While aboard the submarine, I carried a small New Testament and Psalms book in my shirt pocket, reading as often as possible in plain sight and leaving another Bible nearby. This must have irritated them.

One day, the pocketbook was gone! Searching high and low, it was nowhere to be seen! They asked jokingly about it at this reunion without any prompting! Suddenly, it dawned on me—they had hidden it.

When I met the Lord in September 1981, the experience was not a massive conversion with fanfare and miracles. Having given my life to the Lord, I was prayed for several weeks later to receive the Holy Spirit. That evening, went home feeling no different. The next day, I felt weighed down, lethargic and burdened. It was Thursday. Church had been the previous evening for our midweek gathering, during which they prayed for my baptism in the Spirit. For three days, it felt like carrying something heavy while walking through mud or quicksand, and I was also subdued.

Managing to drag myself to church on Sunday, sat on the first chair available and could not go any further. As the music started, I raised my heavy hands, and suddenly, a tingling sensation travelled down my arms. The sensation lingered; I felt lighter and lighter, unburdened, and began to sing without effort. This greatly puzzled me because it felt as if a weight had been lifted from within. The church elders suggested that this could be the Holy Spirit completing His work. As I became wiser in the Word, it was at that moment that the ‘Certificate of Debt’ due to sin was lifted and cancelled from my soul; my sin was nailed to the cross (Colossians 1:2).

I could go on, but the Lord has given me a deep-seated thirst for His Word since then. Very soon after meeting Him, it became apparent that my primary gift was teaching His Word. Reading the Bible from cover to cover several times was a delightful goal. The Old Testament was heavy reading, but succeeded in getting through it. Teaching—forget it, or so I thought.

In my early years with Christ, I was introduced to Roger Price, who died in 1987.[5] He influenced me and had the privilege of meeting him. His base church then was Chichester Christian Fellowship, where he served as an elder. His Basic Bible Study (BBS) series shaped my heart. While travelling back and forth from Clyde Submarine Base in Scotland to my home in Strood, Kent, where my family eventually settled, I listened to the BBS Series, which included 100 talks that kept me occupied during the eight-hour drive. I made this journey for the better part of twelve months.

Reading and writing did not come naturally to me; on the submarine, only read what was necessary. The extent of my reading included technical manuals, operational procedures and electronic documentation. I often wonder why the Lord gave me the gift of teaching. For me, there were other more interesting things in life. When the idea of writing a book entered my mind, I thought, ‘No!’

After twenty-two years of service in the RN, I left to join Portsmouth University at the age of forty-seven, where I obtained a science-based degree in education and became a teacher for students aged 11–16. Having a family, a mortgage and three young children in full-time education was daunting. However, the Lord had prepared the ground ahead for us, and these skills became invaluable for teaching and preparing sermons on various topics.

Reading the Old Testament is essential. I have heard Christians claim that since Christ, the Old Testament is no longer relevant; they are mistaken. Over the years, I have come to agree with this assertion attributed to St Augustine;

‘The New Testament is the Old Testament revealed, and the Old Testament is the New Testament concealed.’

The prophetic books have been like a magnet for me, and I have given talks and read books like Revelation several times. The last time, it took me a whole year to cover Revelation, following nine months spent on the Book of Daniel. This initiative began during the COVID-19 pandemic with weekly online posts. While leading this group, we conducted an extensive study and gained much knowledge. The study was not perfect, as I got some things wrong, but when trying to solve a mystery, we can sometimes go down blind alleys.

Why should you listen to me about Christ? I am not a qualified theologian, priest or vicar, nor have I attended Bible school or college. I am certainly not famous, nor published anything before. However, listen to my story, and you may discover that God’s Holy Spirit gives you the same unction I have experienced for over forty years.

My authority comes from the Lord. In my father’s loins, He took me out of India, then to Jamaica, and eventually England. He removed me from my family and placed me in the submarine service, where I did not want to go, and arranged for a meeting with a stranger named Colin, who told me about the Lord. Here is hoping the Lord stirs your soul. Look beyond the words of this account.

The Lord has commissioned me to serve the United Kingdom as He wills, to pray for this once-blessed land, to teach where He calls and to give an account of my hope. He entrusted me with this final task in the twilight of my life.

		
	
		

Chapter Three –  Shed Blood


This chapter explains my love for the United Kingdom and its unique place in the heart of God. When the Jews were driven out of the land after Jesus’ death and the destruction of the temple, they scattered in all directions of the compass. This also facilitated the dissemination of the Gospel message.

We will focus on the group that migrated to what is now known as Europe. The Jews faced a challenging existence and were never entirely accepted anywhere. However, they found temporary refuge with the British for a season, and some emigrated to the United States.

The eventual acceptance of the Jews led God to bless Britain and the US. Consequently, the British Empire became the most expansive empire ever established in human history, while the United States emerged as a powerful nation.

Many have attempted to connect the dots linking the sons of Jacob to the eventual rise of the small group of islands that would become the United Kingdom. After researching this topic, I believe that the blessing given to Joseph’s two sons (Genesis 48) explains the rise of two nations to such extraordinary power—first the United Kingdom and then the United States of America.

The British received a double portion of this blessing, while the US received a single portion. However, there is another reason for our abundant blessings: wherever the British travelled, the gospel message closely followed, and Christ was preached to the nations. Many devoted their lives to this duty given by the Lord.

In the nineteenth century, the British people experienced a surge of confidence. Christianity evolved into an intercontinental message, inspiring missionaries to spread the word of Jesus. Dr Peter Hammond, in his book The Greatest Century of Missions, states, ‘If we want the 21st century to be the greatest century of Missions and Revival, we must learn from the Christian pioneers whom God used to make the 19th century (1801–1900) the greatest century of Christian advance so far.’[6]

Many lost their lives. These pioneers were crucial in disseminating the message throughout the British Empire, especially in Asia, Africa and China. In Dr. Hammond’s book, the missionaries face the greatest of shocks. As they venture beyond Christendom to the ‘uttermost parts of the earth,’ they are appalled to discover all the horrors of untamed heathenism.[7]

The Dark Ages and the Reformation ultimately rendered Britain spiritually barren, yet we can still find God’s grace amid this. Thanks to the missionaries and faithful followers of God, the Welsh Revivals took place in 1904–5. This was a significant event! God was preparing the United Kingdom for the devastation that would strike the world over the next forty years. He ignited a movement within the Church to rise and abandon its lukewarm ways; otherwise, the nation would not endure. The revivals sparked a widespread return to the Lord and were accompanied by numerous visions. God transformed the British into a praying nation, aiding Britain through the subsequent two world wars.

During both world wars, citizens were called to prayer by their leaders on numerous occasions, with twelve of those instances taking place during World War Two.[8] King George the Sixth and Parliament called the nation to prayer. Churches, cathedrals, schools and community centres overflowed with people on their knees in response to these calls. Additionally, because of this, Christian teachings were introduced into schools through legislation.
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