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DEXTER


An old soul, feels stupid but is smart. Tired of adults, wants to be taken seriously. Hates being called a child.
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THOMAS


A super-smart chimpanzee who knows all the world's languages, chess, karate, judo – well, everything! He hates being called a monkey.
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MAX


A talkative, adventurous mouse. Tech-enthusiast and father of five who wants to see the world.







[image: images]


MOTHER ELSA


She is an archaeologist, sometimes "lives" at the university and forgets about Dexter. Nice, but a bit confused. Bad at keeping time.
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MANUELA


Grandpa's housekeeper. Has many hidden talents and a great love for Princess Cake.
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REX


A kind Black Hat who switched to the Resistance Movement. He is in love with Maria. Lactose and gluten intolerant.
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OBELIX


Invisible German shepherd. Playful, loves sausages. Once devoured a six-pack of doughnuts, but never again! Became invisible when Grandpa was testing the invisibility belt.
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GRANDPA


Inventor, explorer, Nobel Prize laureate, and secret agent. Leader of the Resistance Movement.
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DR EAGLE


One of the leaders of the Resistance Movement. Doctor in Building Physics. Has designed and built the Eagle's Nest.
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SEAGULL


Grandpa's closest friend and head of the Eagle's Nest. One of the leaders of the Resistance Movement.
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VALLAX


One of the leaders of the Resistance Movement. Animal expert and researcher. Chess champion of Gabon.
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MARIA


Female former Black Hat who takes care of the White Hats and the Eagle's Nest kitchen. In love with Rex. Master chef with a hot temper.
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YAMOTO


Judo teacher at the Eagle's Nest. Speaks with a funny accent. Cannot say the letter r, it sounds like l or j instead. From Japan.
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SERGEI


Chess teacher at the Eagle's Nest. One of the best chess players in the world. From Russia. Hates losing.
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BARTOK


Music teacher at the Eagle's Nest. Loves her cello and violin. From Hungary.
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DR PIPALUK


Veterinarian from Greenland who became a traveling doctor. Crazy about cinnamon buns. Refers to patients by animal names.
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THE WHITE HATS


Black Hats who were raised by the Resistance Movement and became good. Trained as special agents at the Eagle's Nest.
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THE SUPER SOLDIERS


Black Hats No. 1897 and 1950 who undergo a transformation through the "living metal mass". Become Kostroff's remote-controlled super soldiers who pursue Dexter.
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UBU-TUTU


One of the world's leading researchers. Kostroff's right-hand man. Dreams of a castle in the space world.
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KOSTROFF


Leader of the New World. Wants to build a new space world with only smart people. Hates children and animals.
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THE BLACK HATS


Artificially created beings that Kostroff breeds underground. Have no names, only numbers. Trained as special agents. Must eat healthy food, which they hate. Crazy about doughnuts. Always carry a six-pack with them. Evil but good deep inside.
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BARON


One-winged, fire-damaged parrot with a monotonous croak: "Power is mine!"
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NIKITA


Mischievous circus girl from Tenerife who loves performing in front of audiences. Incredibly strong, kind, and fond of animals. Hates obeying others.
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ONSIGBAAR


African lion dog. Actually serves as a guard dog at South Africa's presidential palace. Gets thrown into the adventure due to Ubu-Tutu's experiments.
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BOZO


Greedy circus director in Tenerife. Keeps Nikita captive. Obsessed with money.
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MADAME CLOUSETTE


Powerful investor. Co-owner of Kostroff's diamond mines and a key figure in creating the New World.
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GENERAL RADON


One of Kostroff's closest men and henchmen. Often leads the Black Hats' special missions.







[image: images]


HERR GRÜBER


One of Kostroff's principal sponsors. Yearns for power in the new space world.
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INVISO-24


Invisibility belt that makes you invisible for 24 hours. Contains a high-tech silver suit.
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VOLO-X


Jetpack that enables free flight up to 200 km/h.
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(NOT NAMED YET)


Unnamed invention developed by Grandpa to dissolve unwanted objects (Lego pieces, peach stones, etc.) in small greedy dog stomachs using cold laser.
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TRANQUILLISER GUN


An old classic within the Resistance Movement: the tranquilliser gun that you always carry with you. Perfect for sedating Black Hats.
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ASTA-100


Computer-controlled, heat-seeking mini-gun with tranquilliser darts. Puts all enemies to sleep at 100 meters distance.
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THE ROBOT FLYER


High-tech armour robot that moulds to the human body. Built-in jet engine and camera. Can fly at more than 800 km/h.
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ZERO-GRAVITY BRACELET


GPS-controlled bracelet that enables free floating in the air towards desired destination. Perfect for various types of transport.
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THE HOVERCRAFT


Low-flying, saucer-like aircraft made of light metal. Equipped with an extra magnetic field for salvaging heavy objects. Flies 550 km/h at lower altitudes. Maximum speed at higher altitudes is still unknown.
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ONE-WHEELED MOTORBIKE


Useful and appreciated invention at the Eagle's Nest that makes it possible to move quickly in inaccessible areas.
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SOUND CATCHER


One of Grandpa’s latest inventions. Point the remote control at the place you want to eavesdrop, put on the headphones, and wait for the sound to be captured.
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TOWER ROCKET


Grandpa's and Torsten Blom's special build. The two-story attic storage can be launched as a five-engine flying tower. Maximum speed 500 km/h. Can become invisible when needed.
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MINI-FYERS


One of the Eagle's Nest's special vehicles. Can navigate the most uncomfortable places thanks to its minimal size and agility – mini-car and aircraft in one.
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MOBILO FLEX


Electric scooter that can transform into a standing airplane. Equipped with special sensors that prevent it from ever crashing. Named by Thomas.
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AEROBLITZ


Grandpa's single-engine high-speed aircraft of the latest model, equipped with canard wings. Flies at 600 km per hour.
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THE SPECIAL BELT


Lightweight metal belt equipped with, among other things: laughing gas, tranquilliser gun, freeze spray, electric shock stick, mini laser pistol (which grandpa is skeptical about due to injury risk), ultra-strong rope, and super-thin speakers.
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THE MULTI-INSTRUMENT


Digital tablet that makes it possible to listen to and play all types of music. You select any instrument and play it with both hands. Equipped with ultra-powerful mini speakers.
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THE NOSE DISTORTER


Every spy's dream! Shapeable fake nose in the form of a small gel blob controlled by remote control for desired size. (NOTE – may feel a bit cold and sticky at first, but you get used to it.)
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THE NET GUN


Shoots out different types of nets: spider webs, bouncy ball nets, cargo nets for heavier objects, etc. (NOTE – follow the instructions carefully when using cargo nets!).
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THE KEY MAKER


Allows you to manufacture 10 keys of your choice. (NOTE! After this you must reload with more metal.) Hold the key maker against the lock. When it beeps, the key emerges from the bottom.
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THE TRANSLATION COLLAR


Makes it possible to speak and understand all the world's languages. Collar for outgoing and earpieces for incoming sound waves. Censors swear words with a "beep".
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THE SCOUT


Mini camera with super-advanced sound and image technology. Invaluable when you want to quickly survey your surroundings. The chain transforms into a camera tripod.
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AUTOMORPH


The resistance movement's special vehicle that can become a submarine, a car, and an airplane.
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49. THE GHOST PILOT


DEXTER ACTIVATED THE knowledge base and settled into one of the chairs with his bowl of ice cream. He put on the headphones to avoid waking anyone.


“I’d love to learn everything about real heroes!” he said, taking a large spoonful of delicious chocolate ice cream. How has Grandpa managed to figure out a way to make such good ice cream in a microwave oven? he thought in amazement. Grandpa was probably the coolest person in the world. He was a real hero … Dexter’s mind was filled with lots of questions he wanted to ask Grandpa.


The knowledge base started to show Dexter photos of hundreds of people, with a flag, a name and a year beneath each photo.


“No, I mean REAL heroes, like agents. Could you show me those?” Dexter asked.


“Dear Roseshine, these are the only real heroes I can find. If you mean movie heroes, I’d be happy to play a film for you. You’ve probably had a long and difficult day out there on the front line,” the knowledge base replied.


“No thanks, no film. I want to learn about REAL heroes, you know, how they think and what makes them heroes,” Dexter said.


“All right, each photo you see is an image of a person others have considered to be a real hero. You can see their names under the photo, the years they lived, and which country they come from,” the knowledge base explained.


Well, I guess they are heroes then … This computer seems to know everything, Dexter thought.


It wasn’t exactly what Dexter had in mind, but life seldom goes as planned. He immediately searched for a Swedish flag – there were several.


“Von Rosen?” Dexter exclaimed. He had always wondered what “von” in a last name meant. He clicked on the photo and a larger image appeared, along with the text: “von Rosen, Carl Gustaf (1909–77),” which indicated that Carl-Gustaf von Rosen was born in 1909 and died in 1977.


Wow, he has the same first name as Grandpa and only lived to be 68 years old – not much older than Grandpa is now, Dexter thought.


There was a menu one could click on:


[image: images] Biography


[image: images] Heroic Deeds


[image: images] Most Important Message


“Biography?” Dexter exclaimed questioningly, thinking it sounded incredibly boring. He went straight to Heroic Deeds instead.


Several boxes now appeared on the screen. There were short films and text boxes that together looked something like a puzzle.


Dexter quickly understood that von Rosen was a famous Swedish pilot who spent nearly 40 years helping poor and starving people in Africa.


Africa? Starving people? Dexter thought, his jaw dropping in amazement. This von Rosen seemed to be exactly the kind of hero Dexter had wanted to become when he was younger.


Von Rosen turned out to be the son of a wealthy count, hence the name “von,” which often indicates that someone comes from an affluent family.


Dexter quickly peeked through the short films and learned that “von Rosen was a hero who fought for the rights of the weak and didn’t care much about what others said. He did what he believed in and what he thought was right.”


“Just like Grandpa …” Dexter whispered.


He went back to the Biography tab, where, surprisingly, he found the most exciting part of all. Dexter had confused the word biography with biology and now understood that biography was about a person’s life story, not about the human body. And a hero’s life story was exactly what he wanted to hear right now!


What? He grew up in a castle? Was his father an explorer and adventurer? Dexter thought happily, but he immediately turned serious when he realised that von Rosen’s father hadn’t been very kind. Apparently, his father had beaten von Rosen with a hippopotamus-hide whip from one of his expeditions to Africa! Dexter was so angry at von Rosen’s father, he put down his ice cream and wanted to turn off the knowledge base. How CAN someone do that to their own child? he thought, trembling with anger.


This story was starting to feel very heavy and difficult, but Dexter knew he had to find out everything he could about “the hero von Rosen”. He took a spoonful of ice cream and continued. By now, the ice cream had melted and had become deliciously creamy, as ice cream does when it’s been left to sit for a little while.


Dexter cheered up when he learned that von Rosen’s brother called him “the rubber ball”. No matter how much his father hit him, von Rosen didn’t seem to care. It was as if his father’s blows simply bounced off him, just like they would off a rubber ball!


Wow, maybe he really did have superpowers after all … Dexter thought. And oh, how many different things he was, just like Grandpa! he mused as he read the titles beneath the video clips:


[image: images] The ghost pilot von Rosen


[image: images] Ambulance pilot von Rosen


[image: images] Commercial pilot von Rosen


[image: images] Air force chief von Rosen


[image: images] Combat pilot von Rosen


[image: images] Food bomber von Rosen


“The ghost pilot?” Dexter wondered aloud and clicked on the first video. “This is so cool!”


The film showed how von Rosen, even as a child, was fascinated by aeroplanes, and Dexter could totally relate. It all started when young von Rosen built his own plane, which unfortunately crash-landed on its maiden flight from the balcony.


“Von Rosen taught HIMSELF to fly and became so skilled that he started performing aerial shows,” the narrator explained.


This is almost too good to be true! Dexter thought, grinning widely. And when the film revealed that von Rosen barely managed in school because he found it so boring, Dexter inwardly cheered. He was really starting to like this von Rosen!


It turned out that von Rosen had earned the nickname “The ghost pilot” because he performed impossible and death-defying aerial stunts in front of a terrified audience – something called aerobatics!


People always thought he was going to crash when he dove straight towards the ground, only to pull up at the last moment. But this wasn’t what made von Rosen a hero. His heroism was proven through the way he used his skills to help others.


Yeah, well, if you have that much money, of course you can work for free, Dexter thought as he watched the film about von Rosen the ambulance pilot.


Apparently, von Rosen decided to start working pro bono, which means without pay. He became a pilot for the Red Cross air ambulance in Ethiopia because he felt so sorry for the people injured in the war. He even converted his own plane into an air ambulance. But why don’t other rich counts with ‘von’ in their last name do the same thing? Dexter wondered, feeling a bit ashamed that he had assumed von Rosen only worked for free because he was rich.


Wow, he even flew REAL commercial aeroplanes! Dexter thought as he watched the film “Commercial pilot von Rosen.” Von Rosen got to fly the big planes that Dexter had always dreamt of piloting when he was little.


Dexter used to ask Grandpa how much a pilot earned per month. But Grandpa would only reply, “Money means nothing, Dexter. Sure, pilots earn quite a lot, maybe twice as much as many others. But most of them fly because they love it …”


“Air Force Chief von Rosen,” Dexter whispered to himself as he finished the last of his ice cream. He still wasn’t the least bit tired, despite it being the middle of the night. He could hear Thomas snoring from the bedroom and Nikita turning over now and then. It was cozy, just as if he were the father of the family, staying up and working while everyone else slept.


Air force … but that’s war planes, Dexter thought as the film showed numerous fighter planes flying around and dropping bombs. This film was a bit confusing, as it made von Rosen seem like a villain, as he started a so-called “air force” with war planes in Africa.


But when Dexter realised that von Rosen did this because there was a war in Ethiopia, a poor African country, he immediately understood von Rosen’s actions. Aha, so that’s why! he thought. They couldn’t really defend themselves against the countries attacking them … Wow, then he really is a hero!


Von Rosen’s decision to help one of the poorest countries in Africa defend itself in war made a strong impression on Dexter. He thought about how he felt the first time he saw war and starving children on TV and how angry and upset it made him. My dad said you can’t change the world, but von Rosen has proved that it’s possible! he thought.


“Combat pilot von Rosen?” Dexter exclaimed in shock. Wasn’t it enough that von Rosen started an entire air force for Ethiopia? He also flew and fought himself?


The video clip contained a short interview with von Rosen. He reminded Dexter a little of Grandpa. When Dexter heard von Rosen’s explanation for why he became a combat pilot, he couldn’t help but agree. Dexter knew that killing was wrong, but defending oneself in war was something else – surely that must be allowed.


Since the people in Ethiopia couldn’t defend themselves, von Rosen simply helped them – just as a hero SHOULD! He even flew for 31 hours over 6,220 kilometres, from Sweden to Ethiopia without any stopovers – just so Ethiopia could get a better aeroplane. Von Rosen also became friends with the Ethiopian emperor who awarded him with a medal. Wow, he’s soooo much like Grandpa! Dexter thought.


Now came the most interesting part – the last film, which was about von Rosen the food bomber.


In this film, von Rosen looked old. The clip was about his last heroic deed. It showed how he filled his aeroplane with food, which he dropped from the plane to starving people in Africa. In total, he flew in and “food-bombed” 18 tons of food.


Dexter was moved when the film showed how von Rosen filled sacks with food and hung them under the aeroplane’s wings. He flew as close to the ground as possible and pushed a button in the cockpit which dropped the sacks electronically. This way, the sacks didn’t break when they hit the ground, so all of the food reached the starving people.


Von Rosen did this because he couldn’t bear to watch people in Africa starve to death. They were dying because of the war, after all.


“War and war and war again …” Dexter spat, switching off the knowledge base. “Why does everyone fight?” He thought about how von Rosen helped people in Africa defend themselves, but why were others fighting against Africa? He pondered, stretching. Strangely enough, he still wasn’t the least bit tired. As he went to bed, he thought: Why should I sleep if I’m not tired?


The thoughts about why people wage war gave Dexter no peace. He felt compelled to find out why there was war and famine in Africa. So, he stood up again and walked with brisk steps towards the Gourm-Eat cabinet, where he prepared a large glass of freshly squeezed orange juice. Why isn’t there a Gourm-Eat everywhere in the world? he thought, once again praising Grandpa’s culinary invention. This is the most delicious thing I’ve ever tasted!


With the large glass in his hand, he sat down once more in front of the screen.


“Welcome back, Roseshine! How wonderful that you want to learn even more things today. But have you considered that the brain needs rest too? I recommend you take a break now.”


“What?” said Dexter, who wasn’t the least bit prepared to be scolded by a computer. And how could the computer know how much Dexter could or couldn’t handle? The computer’s admonition had almost the opposite effect. Now, Dexter wanted to learn EVEN more!


“I’m not tired, and apart from Grandpa’s exciting adventure stories, this is the first time in my life that I actually want to learn something,” he said firmly.


“Very well, but proceed at your own risk. I cannot guarantee you will retain any information in your current state,” the knowledge base replied.


Dexter huffed and took a large gulp of orange juice before resuming his “hero studies”. The screen immediately displayed where he’d left off. ‘Most Important Message’? Oh, I forgot to look at that, he thought, clicking on the third and final heading about von Rosen. There were text boxes, images, and short video clips featuring von Rosen’s quotes and things others had said about him:




“Social engagement and the will to aid those in need must, according to von Rosen, take precedence over everything else.”


“Von Rosen acted according to his conscience and heart, not international laws.”


“By examining von Rosen’s life, we understand just how much a single dedicated individual can do to effect change.”


“Von Rosen – a medieval knight in modern times.”





A single person CAN change and influence the world, Dexter thought. That’s exactly what Grandpa always says!


When Dexter also saw that von Rosen had both the media and even the government against him, he was scared. “But, but … that’s exactly like Grandpa,” he gasped, nearly spilling his half-empty glass of orange juice.


Life as a “true” hero seemed difficult. Why is one opposed when one only wants to do good for others? he pondered, remaining seated for a long, long while. He lost himself in deep thoughts about how strange the world was, with all its wars and injustices. But at least now he knew that one can change the world!


Grandpa and von Rosen were clear proof of that.
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50. THE RACE FOR AFRICA


THOUGHTS OF THE world’s injustice and why people waged war left Dexter with a profound feeling of emptiness inside. He felt compelled to find out why there were wars and famine in the world. These were questions he had pondered for as long as he could remember:


“Mum, why are there wars?”


“Dad, why are children starving in Africa?”


But the answers he received were never real answers:


“Well, buddy, unfortunately, that’s how things are in this world. People have always been cruel to each other …”


Dexter finished his orange juice and set the glass aside.


“I’d really like to know why people wage war against each other,” he asked, without the slightest sign of fatigue.


“That’s quite a broad and difficult question, Roseshine. Could I ask you to be a bit more specific?” the knowledge base replied.


Dexter thought for a moment and said: “Okay … I’d like to know why there are wars in Africa,” whereupon the knowledge base once again displayed a menu with images and films, this time dealing with wars in Africa:


[image: images] History


[image: images] Wars today


History sounded far too boring, as it reminded Dexter of those tedious history lessons at school, with all those dates here and there, so Dexter clicked on Wars today and, once again, a multitude of images, films and text boxes appeared.


Since Africa consists of more than 50 countries, there’s certainly a lot to learn about this continent. Dexter’s head almost spun as he looked at all the African flags. The sheer amount of information was overwhelming. No wonder the knowledge base asked me to be more specific, he thought.


As Dexter started working through some text boxes and short films, he was, to say the least, astonished. It turned out that nearly 50 percent of all the world’s wars and conflicts were taking place in Africa, despite Africa accounting for only one-sixth (about 16 percent) of the Earth’s population.


Although Dexter didn’t care for school, he had a knack for remembering all sorts of records. Besides the world’s tallest buildings, he could easily list the world’s 10 largest countries by population:














	1. China

	1.4 billion






	2. India

	1.4 billion






	3. USA

	340 million






	4. Indonesia

	275 million






	5. Pakistan

	240 million






	6. Nigeria

	220 million






	7. Brazil

	215 million






	8. Bangladesh

	170 million






	9. Russia

	145 million






	10. Mexico

	130 million







Something Dexter pondered for a long time was how could Nigeria, which is in Africa and has about 20 times as many inhabitants as Sweden, only be twice the size of Sweden in terms of area. How do they all fit, really? he thought.


Dexter knew that Nigeria was in Africa, but the other African countries were quite unknown to him. Well, he knew about Gabon, of course, and it was quite close to Nigeria. But Nigeria was just one of the world’s 10 most populous countries. So why do over half of all the world’s wars take place in Africa and not in Russia, which is the world’s largest country by area, or China, India or the USA? Dexter wondered.
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