
   [image: cover]


   
      
         
      [image: alt]
    

      

   


   
      
         
      
    

         
            
               
[image: ]
               

            

            
        A QUITE INTERESTING BOOK
      

            2,024 QI FACTS

            TO STOP YOU IN YOUR TRACKS

            Compiled by

John Lloyd, James Harkin

& Anne Miller

            NUMBER SEVEN IN THE QI FACTS SERIES

         

         
            
               
[image: ]
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         

          

         
            The last thing one knows when writing a book is what to put first.

            BLAISE PASCAL

            (1623–62)

         

      

   


   
      
         

            Hail and Farewell

         

         
            Hello.

            RUPERT BROOKE

            (1887–1915) – his last word

         

         This is the seventh, the largest and, sadly, the last in this particular series of QI Facts books.

         It’s sad because we’ve had such fun writing them, and it’s the last because it completes our seven-year plan – to create an archive of 10,000 interesting facts.

         The project began 10 years ago, when QI opened its Twitter account @qikipedia. We rarely talk about ourselves, instead posting interesting facts, quotations and links every day. 
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         When we started, we did it just for fun, and it quickly proved absurdly addictive. One of the most interesting (and entirely unexpected) side effects of working at QI is that no one takes ownership of the information they unearth. When we find anything out, our first instinct is to share it – you just have to tell someone. And nowadays, we share what we discover with almost a million followers.

         Quite Interesting Ltd – the company behind QI, and the one we all work for – is a tiny outfit, with barely a dozen permanent staff, and this joy of finding out and sharing is at the heart of everything we do. Our TV show, BBC2’s QI itself, our Radio 4 show The Museum of Curiosity, our podcast No Such Thing As A Fish and our pocket-sized library of QI books are all driven by it. 

         To get you up in the morning, nothing beats looking forward to an interesting day. In the words of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749–1832), ‘Thinking is more interesting than knowing, but less interesting than looking.’ High-minded though this may sound, during its early years @qikipedia came under pressure from QI’s senior management (or Sarah, as we know her). What was the point of it (apart from the undoubted larks, that is)? At first, she was sort of pacified with the words ‘brand-building exercise’, but then we came up with the neat idea that it could be used for staff training.

         And indeed, every new QI researcher since has started out on Twitter. Especially in the days when tweets were limited to 140 characters, it taught concision, good writing and, because the audience is so opinionated, the vital importance of accuracy. Most of all, you learn extremely fast what is and what is not interesting. On Twitter, if you’re not famous, you’d better be interesting or funny, or no one will show up.

         After three years of steady posting, it eventually occurred to one of us – no one can remember who – that this daily stream of beguiling nuggets could form the basis of a book. (We use all sorts of other sources of course, but this crisp expression of information arose out of our Twitter style.) And so, 1,227 QI Facts to Blow Your Socks Off was born.

         This was followed by 1,339 QI Facts to Make Your Jaw Drop, 1,411 QI Facts to Knock You Sideways, 1,234 QI Facts to Leave You Speechless, 1,342 QI Facts to Leave You Flabbergasted, 1,423 QI Facts to Bowl You Over – and now this one, 2,024 QI Facts to Stop You in Your Tracks.

         Add them all together and it comes to a nice round 10,000 facts.

         In ancient Chinese philosophy, the number 10,000 is used to mean ‘the infinite multiplicity of all forms and beings in existence’. While we certainly don’t think we’ve got that far, we believe we can reasonably stake a claim to having assembled the largest collection of interesting one-line facts in the history of the human race.

         If you learn each one off by heart, having also read all the background information that can be found by using the Operating Instructions that follow, there is a 99.99% chance that you will become the best-educated and most interesting person you know. 

         Yes, you too can appear to be a genius in just three months, for less than the price of a taxi ride from Piccadilly Circus to Heathrow airport.

         Start by reading this book, and have fun.

         Or hail away.

         You decide.

         
             

         

         JOHN LLOYD, JAMES HARKIN & ANNE MILLER

      

   


   
      

         
            Operating Instructions

         

         
            
        Never check an interesting fact.
      

            
        HOWARD HUGHES
      

            (1905–76)

         

         In his day, Howard Hughes was one of the richest people in the world, so his advice is not to be sniffed at. If you agree with him, there’s no need to read on.

         Most of the facts in this book are surprising, and a fair few are scarcely credible. If you doubt anything you see, here’s what to do. Go online to:

         
             

         

         
      qi.com/2024
    

         
             

         

         In the search box, enter the page number of the fact you want to check. This will reveal our source for each piece of information on the page, like this:
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         Click on the appropriate link to get all the background details on the fact.

         You can read the whole of this book in a couple of hours, but the extra reading provided by the source finder should keep you busy for weeks.

         
      
    

         This is not just a big book; it’s also a little window opening onto the universe. 
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                  Nobody knows

                  who named

                  the Earth.

               

               
                  Zero

                  does not

                  exist in nature.

               

               
                  Without zero,

                  modern electronics

                  wouldn’t exist.

               

               
                  According to many

                  quantum physicists,

                  there is no time.
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                  ‘Time’

                  is the most

                  used noun in

                  the English language.

               

               
                  The present moment

                  is the most disorganised

                  the universe has

                  ever been.

               

               
                  People who have had their

                  frown lines removed with Botox

                  find it harder to read

                  difficult sentences.

               

               
                  An altered state

                  of consciousness can

                  be achieved by staring

                  into someone’s eyes

                  for 10 minutes.
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                  According to its CEO,

                  Apple, Inc. is a

                  conscious

                  being.

               

               
                  A glass

                  of Calvados

                  contains seven

                  apples.

               

               
                  There is

                  enough room in

                  the human memory

                  for 300 years of

                  television.

               

               
                  Loganamnosis

                  is an obsessive searching

                  for a forgotten word.
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                  The word for

                  ‘the inside of the elbow’

                  is chelidon.

               

               
                  People who don’t

                  have a tissue should

                  sneeze into their chelidon,

                  not their hand.

               

               
                  A handshake

                  begins and ends

                  every game of

                  curling.

               

               
                  In Sweden,

                  millennials are called

                  ‘the Curling Generation’,

                  because all obstacles have

                  been brushed from their

                  path by their parents.
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                  All Olympic

                  curling stones come

                  from one uninhabited

                  island 10 miles

                  from Glasgow.

               

               
                  In 2017,

                  Glasgow was voted

                  the most dangerous and

                  also the friendliest city

                  in Scotland.

                   

               

               
                  Eyebrows evolved to

                  make humans look friendly

                  to one another.

               

               
                  In the 10 seasons of Friends,

                  the six main characters

                  drink 1,154 cups

                  of coffee.
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                  The Hitler Youth

                  only drank decaf

                  coffee.

               

               
                  Rats with

                  low social status

                  drink more than those

                  with high social status.

               

               
                  20,112 rats were

                  caught and killed in Hanoi

                  on a single day in 1902.

               

               
                  On a single day in 2018,

                  volunteers in India planted

                  66 million trees.
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                  The palm trees

                  in Los Angeles are the

                  result of a job-creation scheme

                  in the 1930s.

               

               
                  The way tree tops

                  avoid touching each other

                  as they grow is called

                  ‘crown shyness’.

               

               
                  The Queen

                  practises wearing her crown

                  for a week before the

                  Queen’s Speech.

               

               
                  The Queen takes a

                  monogrammed kettle

                  with her on all

                  foreign trips.
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                  The Teabag Boys,

                  Yak Balls, Cecil Otter and

                  Bus Driver are all names of

                  professional rappers.

               

               
                  Every year,

                  Britons use enough

                  wrapping paper to

                  wrap the Moon.

               

               
                  If all the plastic

                  in the world were

                  cling film, it could

                  wrap the Earth.

               

               
                  There is enough

                  plastic in the world to make

                  25,000 Empire State Buildings,

                  80 million blue whales or

                  a billion elephants.
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                  The Queen has

                  banned plastic straws

                  from the royal estates.

               

               
                  The first bendy straws

                  were designed for

                  use in hospitals.

               

               
                  The A&E department at

                  Leicester Royal Infirmary

                  treated twice as many patients

                  the weekend Leicester City

                  won the Premier League.

               

               
                  Football was

                  banned in London

                  in 1314 for being

                  too noisy.
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                  In Arab countries,

                  poetry competitions

                  get better TV ratings

                  than football matches.

               

               
                  Footballers at Sweden’s

                  Östersunds Fotbollsklubb are

                  contractually obliged to

                  read Dostoevsky.

               

               
                  France

                  has short-story

                  vending machines.

               

               
                  In 2017,

                  a book called

                  Forty Minutes Late was

                  returned to a San Francisco library

                  100 years late.
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                  More than half of

                  all meetings

                  start late.

               

               
                  The chances of surviving

                  a heart attack increase when the

                  top doctors are absent from the

                  hospital attending important

                  cardiology meetings.

                   

               

               
                  The first meeting of

                  the War Propaganda Bureau was

                  attended by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,

                  Thomas Hardy, Rudyard Kipling

                  and H. G. Wells.

               

               
                  The ‘coffee break’

                  was invented in 1952 by

                  the American Coffee Bureau.

               

               
                  11



               

               

               
                  
[image: ]
                  

               

               
                  ‘Bacon and eggs’

                  was invented by

                  Sigmund Freud’s

                  nephew.

               

               
                  The Queen

                  won’t reveal

                  her favourite meal

                  in case she never gets

                  served anything else.

               

               
                  For the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee,

                  Marmite brought out a

                  special edition called

                  Ma’amite.

               

               
                  Alfred the Butler

                  is the name of 12 different people

                  in the Domesday Book.
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                  The bookshelf

                  was invented by

                  Christopher Columbus’s son.

               

               
                  Children perform

                  boring tasks better

                  when dressed

                  as Batman.

               

               
                  Wonder Woman

                  was created by the inventor

                  of the lie detector.

               

               
                  Vranyo is

                  Russian for lying

                  even when everyone knows

                  that’s what you’re doing.
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                  Mencolek is

                  Indonesian for

                  tapping someone on the

                  opposite shoulder to fool them.

               

               
                  Bamboo sharks

                  shrug their shoulders

                  to swallow their food.

               

               
                  In the 1930s,

                  artist Dorothy Beck invented

                  an inverted underwater periscope

                  so she could stay dry while

                  sketching fish.

               

               
                  Swordfish

                  track fast-moving prey

                  in deep, cold water

                  by heating up

                  their eyes.
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                  After Apollo 11 landed,

                  the Moon’s temperature

                  rose by 2°C.

               

               
                  NASA’s ‘clean rooms’ are

                  infested by microbes that resist

                  heat, desiccation and radiation

                  and eat the cleaning products.

               

               
                  The thermostat knobs in many

                  hotel bedrooms don’t work:

                  they’re rigged to save

                  electricity.

               

               
                  80% of the

                  ‘Close Door’ buttons

                  in lifts are just for show:

                  the doors are

                  on a timer.
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                  In 1986,

                  12 jurors got stuck

                  in an Otis elevator in a

                  courthouse on their way to

                  hear a lawsuit against

                  the Otis Elevator

                  Company.

               

               
                  In 2017,

                  a court in Indonesia

                  blamed an increase in the divorce rate

                  on the sudden popularity

                  of pigeon racing.

               

               
                  In Regina, California,

                  it’s illegal to own more

                  than 90 pigeons.

               

               
                  It’s illegal to swim in

                  the River Seine in Paris.
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                  In professional swimming,

                  it’s against the rules to wear

                  two swimming costumes.

               

               
                  In public pools

                  in New York City,

                  you’re not allowed

                  to hold your breath.

               

               
                  In 2017,

                  70 students in Maryland

                  drank so much alcohol at a party

                  that the air in the house registered

                  positive on a breathalyser.

               

               
                  ‘Breeching parties’

                  celebrated boys getting

                  their first pair

                  of trousers.
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                  New Year’s Day is

                  the official birthday of

                  everyone in Bhutan.

               

               
                  In Johannesburg

                  on New Year’s Day,

                  it’s traditional to throw

                  an item of furniture

                  out of a window.

               

               
                  When New Year

                  was moved in 1751 from

                  25 March to 1 January,

                  there were only 282

                  days in the year.

               

               
                  In ancient Egypt,

                  the New Year began

                  whenever the Nile

                  started to flood.
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                  Ancient Egyptians

                  mummified their cats and

                  gave them mummified mice

                  to torment in the afterlife.

               

               
                  Catalan authorities

                  regularly check websites

                  ending with ‘.cat’ to ensure

                  they’re about Catalonia,

                  not cats.

               

               
                  Savannah

                  is a breed of cat that

                  can be trained to play fetch

                  and go for walks on a lead.

               

               
                  If human eyes were

                  in the same proportion

                  as cats’ eyes, they’d be

                  eight inches across.
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                  Honesty boxes

                  with photos of eyes

                  stuck on the wall next to them

                  produce more money.

               

               
                  Painting eyes

                  on cows’ bottoms

                  stops lions attacking them.

               

               
                  Rabbits hate being

                  picked up because

                  they think they’re

                  about to be eaten.

               

               
                  Listening

                  to talk radio

                  can put pumas

                  off their food.
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                  King George VI’s wedding

                  was not broadcast on the radio

                  in case people listened without

                  removing their hats.

               

               
                  A radio station in Texas that

                  burned Beatles records in 1966

                  was struck by lightning

                  the next day.

               

               
                  Not realising his

                  microphone was switched on,

                  Ronald Reagan once joked

                  that the US was about

                  to bomb Russia.

               

               
                  There are

                  an estimated

                  14,485 nuclear weapons

                  in the world today.
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                  Airbnb’s HQ

                  features a replica

                  of the War Room from

                  Dr Strangelove.

               

               
                  A supersonic flypast

                  at Ottawa’s new airport in 1959

                  smashed all the glass in the buildings

                  and delayed the opening for a year.

               

               
                  The first loop-the-loop roller coaster

                  had to close down because

                  so many people were

                  passing out.

               

               
                  Disneyland

                  shut down its gondola rides

                  because too many people were

                  having sex on them.
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                  When two prime numbers

                  differ by 6 (e.g. 5 and 11),

                  they are known as

                  ‘sexy primes’.

               

               
                  (6 × 9) + (6 + 9) = 69

               

               
                  The Babylonians

                  were doing trigonometry

                  3,700 years ago.

               

               
                  5,000 years ago,

                  humans practised

                  brain surgery

                  on cows.
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                  Gaspare Tagliacozzi,

                  the pioneer of the nose job,

                  developed his skills at a clinic called

                  the Hospital of Death.

               

               
                  The surgeon at the

                  Battle of the Sierra Negra (1794)

                  averaged one amputation

                  every four minutes.

               

               
                  Plastic surgeons are

                  eight times more likely

                  to have had plastic surgery

                  than the rest of us.

               

               
                  People who drink

                  seven cups of coffee a day are

                  more likely to think they

                  sense the presence

                  of dead people.
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                  Poltergeist

                  is German for

                  ‘noisy ghost’.

               

               
                  The first planet discovered

                  outside the Solar System

                  was named Poltergeist.

               

               
                  Pluto’s moon,

                  Charon, was named

                  by its discoverer

                  after his wife

                  Char(lene).

               

               
                  Names of

                  Greek ocean gods

                  included Poseidon,

                  Triton, Oceanus

                  and Doris.
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                  In 2006,

                  a Greek court

                  ruled it was no longer

                  illegal to worship

                  Greek gods.

               

               
                  The world’s

                  first Christian nation

                  was Armenia.

               

               
                  Britain’s first

                  vegetarian church

                  opened in a building called

                  Beefsteak Chapel.

               

               
                  Avocados

                  are not vegan.
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                  Mentioning guacamole

                  on your dating profile gets you

                  144% more responses.

               

               
                  The first contraceptive pill

                  was developed from

                  Mexican yams.

               

               
                  Viagra

                  can make your urine

                  turn blue.

               

               
                  Prussian blue

                  was discovered by a

                  German chemist trying

                  to make red.
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                  Red placebo pills

                  work better

                  than blue

                  ones.

               

               
                  Yellow tennis balls,

                  which look better on colour TV,

                  were the idea of David Attenborough

                  when he was Controller of BBC2.

               

               
                  Different tennis balls are used

                  for men’s and women’s matches;

                  the men’s are fluffier to

                  slow them down.

               

               
                  Table tennis

                  was the first sport to

                  abolish the distinction between

                  amateurs and professionals.
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                  Football World Cup referees

                  have to learn swear words

                  in other languages.

               

               
                  TITSUP is

                  a military acronym for

                  Total Inability To Support

                  Usual Performance.

               

               
                  SWIPERS is

                  a retail-industry acronym for

                  Seemingly Well-Intentioned Patrons

                  Engaging in Routine Shoplifting.

               

               
                  TASER is

                  an acronym for

                  Thomas A. Swift’s Electric Rifle.
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                  In 2016,

                  Australian police

                  offered cash prizes to

                  any drivers they found

                  to be sober.

               

               
                  The oldest known boomerang

                  is from Poland.

               

               
                  Mount Kosciuszko,

                  the highest mountain in Australia,

                  is named after an artificial

                  mound in Poland.

               

               
                  The summit of

                  Mount Everest was

                  once part of the

                  ocean floor.
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                  The highest mountain

                  on British soil is

                  in Antarctica.

               

               
                  At Two Ocean Pass, Wyoming,

                  a mountain stream splits into two:

                  one flows into the Atlantic,

                  the other into the Pacific.

               

               
                  In 1949,

                  Mole Hill,

                  West Virginia,

                  was renamed

                  Mountain.

               

               
                  Joan Crawford

                  was named by the readers

                  of a movie magazine.
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                  On the set of Jaws,

                  the shark was nicknamed Bruce,

                  after Steven Spielberg’s lawyer.

               

               
                  The first crime prosecuted

                  using fingerprint evidence

                  was the theft of some

                  billiard balls.

               

               
                  The largest theft ever investigated

                  by Quebec police was of

                  maple syrup.

               

               
                  Between 1935 and 1937,

                  Wisconsin law required all

                  restaurant meals to be served

                  with free cheese.
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                  The first use

                  of the word ‘mammoth’

                  as an adjective meaning ‘big’

                  referred to a large cheese.

               

               
                  The world’s largest asbestos mine

                  is in Asbest, Russia.

               

               
                  The world’s largest paper plane

                  had a 60-foot wingspan.

               

               
                  Each pod on the

                  world’s largest Ferris wheel is

                  equipped with a TV screen

                  to stave off boredom.
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                  Season 7

                  of Game of Thrones

                  was pirated more than

                  a billion times.

               

               
                  Michael Bond,

                  creator of Paddington Bear,

                  was a camera operator

                  on Blue Peter.

               

               
                  Paddington Bear wears

                  a hat when swimming because

                  Michael Bond’s father always did,

                  in case he needed to

                  raise it politely.

               

               
                  The etiquette experts Debrett’s

                  run classes for five-year-olds

                  on learning how to navigate

                  dinner parties.
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                  Alumnesia

                  is the failure to remember

                  the name of a former classmate.

               

               
                  Scurryfunge

                  is to tidy up quickly before

                  visitors arrive.

               

               
                  Cacozelia

                  is the use of foreign words

                  to make one appear

                  un peu plus cultivé.

               

               
                  Treppenwitz

                  is German for the witty riposte

                  that occurs to you

                  too late.
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                  ‘Joke’ comes

                  from the same Latin word

                  as ‘jewel’.

               

               
                  The redder a ruby,

                  the more it costs.

               

               
                  Donald Trump’s daughter Tiffany

                  was named after the

                  jewellers.

               

               
                  Peter Carl Fabergé

                  made 50 exquisite Fabergé eggs

                  and one Fabergé potato.
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                  Until they hatch,

                  the eggs of cardinal fish

                  are stored in the males’ mouths,

                  where 30% of them are

                  regrettably swallowed.

               

               
                  The hands of a human foetus

                  touching the walls of the womb

                  causes the fingerprints to form.

               

               
                  Elephant’s ear plants

                  look like they’re diseased

                  so eggs won’t be

                  laid on them.

               

               
                  Elephants

                  can hear better

                  with one foot off

                  the ground.
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                  When his sound system failed,

                  mime artist Marcel Marceau

                  cancelled the performance.

               

               
                  The mayor of Bogotá

                  hired 420 mime artists

                  to shame traffic violators

                  into driving better.

               

               
                  The aim of the

                  sacred combat of the

                  Moche people of ancient Peru

                  was to knock your opponent’s hat off.

               

               
                  Peruvians are

                  the world’s fastest

                  workers.
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                  The Latin for ‘proud’

                  is superbum.

               

               
                  ‘Bum’

                  was defined in

                  Dr Johnson’s Dictionary

                  as ‘the part on which we sit’.

               

               
                  The word ‘kleptomania’

                  was coined in the 1860s because

                  words like ‘robbery’, ‘theft’ and ‘larceny’

                  were considered inappropriate

                  for the upper classes.

               

               
                  A clank-napper was

                  an 18th-century thief who

                  specialised in stealing

                  silverware.
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                  The oldest object in

                  the British crown jewels

                  is a spoon.

               

               
                  Knife marks on

                  the oldest known book

                  of English poetry suggest

                  it was once used as a

                  chopping board.

               

               
                  The world’s

                  oldest pot plant

                  is 243 years old and

                  weighs one tonne.

               

               
                  The two

                  oldest men

                  living in Britain

                  in 2018 were born

                  on the same day in 1908.
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                  Blowing out the candles

                  on a birthday cake increases

                  the number of bacteria on it

                  by up to 1,400%.

               

               
                  The least hygienic parts

                  of an aeroplane are

                  the tray tables.

               

               
                  Terrifying flights were

                  prescribed in the 1920s

                  to cure deafness.

               

               
                  In 1981,

                  Margaret Thatcher

                  refused to share Concorde

                  with a giant panda.
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                  A mother panda

                  is 800 times larger

                  than her newborn.

               

               
                  The man who

                  named the panda

                  was the younger brother of

                  the man who named

                  the pterodactyl.

               

               
                  Sichuanese people who

                  swallowed needles by mistake

                  would try to melt them by

                  drinking panda urine.

               

               
                  The ancient Greeks

                  cured hangovers by

                  wrapping their heads

                  in cabbage leaves.
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                  The man who

                  coined the term ‘nostalgia’

                  thought it could be cured

                  by taking laxatives.

               

               
                  Latex

                  is Latin for

                  ‘liquid’.

               

               
                  British Army soldiers

                  are given anti-bacterial

                  underpants.

               

               
                  The US military

                  spends $42 million a year

                  on Viagra.
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                  The citizens of

                  the Czech Republic

                  are the baldest people

                  in the world.

               

               
                  In Japan,

                  people with

                  thin, black, careful

                  combovers are called

                  ‘bar code men’.

               

               
                  At Joan of Arc’s trial,

                  she was asked to comment on

                  the hairstyles of the saints who

                  appeared in her visions.

               

               
                  A tiger’s

                  night vision

                  is six times better

                  than a human’s.
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                  Humans

                  glow in the dark.

               

               
                  In a desert,

                  the naked eye can see

                  the glow of a major city

                  from 125 miles away.

               

               
                  Snowflake, Arizona,

                  was founded in 1878 by two men

                  whose surnames were

                  Snow and Flake.

               

               
                  At the centre

                  of every snowflake is

                  a single piece of dust.

               

               
                  45



               

               

               
                  
[image: ]
                  

               

               
                  Claude Monet

                  paid a gardener to

                  dust his water lilies

                  before he painted them.

               

               
                  Van Gogh’s

                  Olive Trees has a dead

                  grasshopper embedded

                  in the paint.

               

               
                  It is compulsory

                  for Dutch schoolchildren

                  to visit Rembrandt’s paintings.

               

               
                  As a schoolboy,

                  legendary wrestler André the Giant

                  was driven to school by his neighbour,

                  the playwright Samuel Beckett.
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                  Samuel Pepys

                  went to a performance of

                  Twelfth Night on Twelfth Night 1663,

                  and thought it was ‘a silly play

                  and not relating at all

                  to the name or day’.

               

               
                  The West End

                  has fewer theatres

                  than London’s private schools.

               

               
                  In 1907,

                  a riot broke out in New York

                  over a play in which a woman

                  drank a glass of beer.

               

               
                  Beer mats were originally

                  placed on top of glasses

                  to keep the dust out.
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                  In the Second World War,

                  kegs of beer were flown to the

                  front line by Spitfire pilots.

               

               
                  One proposal to stop

                  plane hijackings to Cuba

                  in the 1970s was to build

                  a fake Havana airport

                  in south Florida.

               

               
                  In 2016,

                  a man from Wigan

                  sent a pie into space to promote

                  the World Pie Eating Championship.

               

               
                  A smartphone contains

                  more computing power than

                  the whole of NASA

                  had in 1969.
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                  In 1985,

                  New York City had

                  2,000 mobile phones,

                  but only 12 of them

                  could be used at

                  any one time.

               

               
                  A man in New York

                  makes $500 a week collecting

                  fragments of gold and jewellery

                  from the city’s pavements.

               

               
                  New York cabs

                  and Hertz rental cars

                  have yellow branding because

                  they were founded by the same man.

               

               
                  The flute

                  was invented

                  before the wheel.
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                  Cement

                  was invented

                  before humans learned

                  to cook meat.

               

               
                  When Icelandic women

                  staged an equal-pay protest

                  by refusing to do any cooking,

                  all the supermarkets ran

                  out of sausages.

               

               
                  The world’s

                  longest sausage

                  was 39 miles

                  long.

               

               
                  Volkswagen

                  sells more sausages

                  than cars.
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