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MARSHALL

FIELD.





To say that Marshall Field was

the greatest merchant of his day is to proclaim that he was the most eminent

merchant prince in the world's history; and both statements are true to the

letter. In his boyhood he was noted for both industry and perseverance, and,

carrying the same preeminent traits into his mature life, he came to tower above

his fellow merchants of the great working world. He penetrated to the

possibilities of men and business situations with lightning-like rapidity; the

intellectual sweep with which he finally organized a magnificent mercantile

house whose scope embraced both the old world and the new, proclaimed the man

of vast power, as well as penetration, and the unfailing courtesy and superb

endurance of the man carried all before him. The old-time merchants of the

Stewart school had these qualities of polished granite, but Marshall Field

added to them a worldview, and also the application of artistic genius to

mercantile affairs and environment. He not only sold goods honestly and gave

the people promptly what they wanted, but he educated their tastes, showed them

beautiful and new creations for their persons and their homes, and then met

their advanced and more refined wants at as reasonable a cost as was compatible

with honest goods and fair profits. 




And when Marshall Field had

personally progressed from the station of a raw clerk from the country

districts of New England to a world-wide eminence in the field of mastery, he

was still a modest, unassuming man. "There have been men," said a

local journal on January 17, 1906, (the day after his death), "whom wealth

has made purse proud, arrogant, offensive to their equals and tyrants to their

employees. We are glad to say that Marshall Field was not one of them. Riches

did not change his manners. He was never aggressive or pompous. There was in

him no show of self-conceit in manner or speech. He was reticent, but it was

the reticence of modesty, not of pride. His employees were attached to him. He

treated them with the courtesy he extended to everybody. He was as quiet or

reserved, and as unostentatious, when he was worth a hundred millions as when

he was worth a thousandth part of that. He attended strictly to his own

business, which he understood perfectly, and did not meddle with that of

others. He did not set himself up as the general instructor of the community. He

asked people to let him alone as regarded the just conduct of his affairs, and

he conceded to others the right he proclaimed for himself. 




"There was no man in Chicago

more kindly regarded by his fellow citizens than Mr. Field. There was no one so

conspicuous of whom so few harsh things were said. His riches made him odious

to no one, for the people high and low saw that he was untainted by wealth, and

was always an upright man, fair and even generous in his dealings. He was the

first citizen of Chicago when he died, and he has left no one to take his

place. He will be sincerely mourned by the men, women and children of

Chicago." 




In explanation of his lifelong

inclination to keep himself in the background, Marshall Field always said

frankly that he preferred to work where he could do the most good, which in his

case he claimed was remote from public platforms and showy places. When counsel

was asked of him, however, either as a member of society or as a citizen of

Chicago, he gave it with exceptional power and insight, couching his arguments

and his conclusions in straightforward forcible language. As a citizen he was

ever ready to express an opinion, if he felt that it was wanted and would be

useful, and not long before his death he analyzed Chicago's financial condition

in a masterly manner, pointing out that many of its ills of dirt, decay of

public improvements, bad water and imperfect drainage were due to lack of

businesslike handing of available funds. 




Mr. Field's self-poised momentum

as a merchant and a man was an especial inspiration to young men, and, without

assuming to be a teacher of moral, and even business laws, within the later

period of his life he wrote a number of brief essays for their consideration,

advising them of the value of economy, honesty and industry. The practical

suggestion set forth may be summarized as follows: Never give a note. Never buy

a share of stock on margin. Never borrow. Never give a mortgage on your

holdings. Hold all customers to a strict meeting of their obligations. Do

business on a cash basis. Give the best quality for the least money. Sell on

shorter time than competitors. Try to sell the same grade of goods for a

smaller price. Never speculate. 




Mr. Field enjoyed the personal

advantage that his physical appearance was in perfect keeping with his high and

substantial character. Many noble men and women suffer a serious drawback

through life because of physical characteristics which seem a brutal

contradiction of the real soul of their being. But Marshall Field was both

distinguished and genial in appearance, and all his features were strong and

large. With white hair and mustache, high and broad forehead, and calm yet

penetrating gray blue eyes shadowed by heavy brows, he was a man of marked

bearing who at once commanded attention and respect. 




This superb personality

originated and was nurtured near the little village of Conway, Massachusetts,

the year of Marshall Field's birth being 1834. In this locality his English

ancestors settled in 1650. The family homestead was about one mile and a half

from town, on the summit of a considerable elevation, which had long been known

as Field's Hill. Forest-clad hills were all around, and the panoramic view of

meadows, brooks, nesting farms and villages, was something to soothe the mind

for years after, in the smoke and bustle of great cities. Amid such

surroundings were born and reared the four sons and two daughters comprising

the Field family, Marshall being the third child and son. When he was six years

of age he commenced to attend winter school, and within the next few years

assumed the lead in such out-door sports as "Fox and Hound," which

called for both speed and endurance. It is a matter of record that Marshall was

usually the fox, that position requiring ingenuity as well, and old settlers

who were boys in the days of his residence recall a famous run of twenty miles

to South Deer field and return, in which the fox finally came home untouched

and unwinded. Ingenuity, speed and endurance; that was Marshall Field — the boy,

father to the man. On account of the abandonment of the old road which ran past

the homestead and lowered the price of the property, the home farm was sold

when Marshall was about fifteen years of age, and, although another was

purchased, it was decided that the third son was better fitted for a store

clerk than for an agriculturist. It is said that his mates fully subscribed to

this decision complaining that they had no chance to knife trade when Marshall

was in the ring. After serving a short apprenticeship in a store at Pittsfield,

which served to whet his ambition for a larger fields he decided in favor of

the great undeveloped west. 




Mr. Field became a resident of

Chicago in 1856, so that the fifty years intervening between his majority and

his death he devoted to the development of his house, his character and the

upholding of the city's name for mercantile, commercial and civic honor. At the

time of his arrival in the Western city Cooley, Wadsworth & Company were

proprietors of its leading dry-goods house. The population was estimated

anywhere from sixty-thousand inhabitants, which then seemed an empire of people

to the young Massachusetts man. Although then unformed to city ways, when he

said simply and firmly to the "boss" that he was a good clerk and

could sell goods there was that about him which carried conviction; he was

therefore engaged and in today's vernacular "made good." In January,

1860, he was admitted to the partnership and appointed manager of the business,

then conducted as Cooley, Farwell & Company but after his association, as

Farwell, Field & Company. In 1860 Levi Z. Leiter also entered the firm, and

in January, 1860, Potter Palmer (who already had been in business for thirty

years) approached Messrs. Field and Leiter with the proposition to buy his

dry-goods house, that he might retire and recuperate his broken health. Mr.

Palmer's offer of part cash and notes for the balance was accepted, and the

firm of Field, Palmer & Leiter, which was formed January 11, 1865

transacted a flourishing business until 1867, when the notes were paid and Mr.

Palmer's name dropped from the style. 




The firm of Field, Leiter &

Company was formed in January, 1867, and the following September their business

was installed in a large building erected by Mr. Palmer on the northeast corner

of State and Washington streets. For four years and one month this was the

grand center of the dry-goods trade of the northwest, and at the time of the

fire of 1871 their sales had reached the aggregate of eight million dollars.

But the fire swept away the business entailing a destruction of three million

five hundred thousand dollars worth of property, with an insurance of two

million five hundred thousand dollars. Before the ruins had ceased to smoke,

temporary headquarters were established in the old street car barns, at the

corner of State and Twentieth street and the business was there conducted until

another tore was completed on the old site in 1873. Meantime a building had

been erected on the corner of Market and Madison streets, and a portion of it

occupied for retail purposes and known as Retail No. 2, for the benefit of

patrons coming from the west and north sides of the city. With the completion

of the State street store in 1873, the retail was separated from the wholesale

business and transferred altogether to the State street concern. Fire again

visited Marshall Field's State street store in 1877, the loss being seven

hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars, but it was reopened in the following

year, the business having in the meantime been carried on in temporary

quarters. So the development of the gigantic enterprise continued apace, its

intricate and powerful machinery hidden from the public, by its continuous

expansion indicated by the occupation of new space from year to year. In 1878

Mr. Higinbotham was admitted as a partner, and in 1881 Mr. Leiter retired. From

the latter year, for a quarter of a century, Mr. Field was the master spirit of

the house. 




In 1885 was commenced the vast

granite structure covering the square bounded by Adams, Franklin, Fifth avenue

and Quincy, for the accommodation of the wholesale business, and it was

completed in 1887. By the expansion of the retail department seven-eighths of

the block bounded by State, Washington and Randolph streets and Wabash avenue

has been covered with granite buildings twelve stories in height — the portion

which is still unoccupied being the corner of Randolph street and Wabash

avenue. The different structures are connected by covered bridgeways and for

all conveniences are one. The Annex, on the corner of Washington street and

Wabash avenue, M-as completed in 1893; Central Music Hall and other property on

Randolph street, was razed and replaced by the Field buildings in 1901-02; in

1905 the great store was extended north of the Annex along Wabash avenue, and

during 1905 and 1906 the original building at the corner of State and

Washington streets, which had been a mercantile landmark for so many years, was

taken down and replaced by the present immense granite frontage. The floor area

of the retail establishment is now forty-one acres, and its employees number

from six to nine thousand, according to the season. Some thirty-five hundred

persons are employed in the wholesale house. 




Mr. Field's public works are numerous

and important. In March, 1871, he took a leading part in the effort to merge

the old Chicago Library Association into the Young Men's Christian Association.

After the great fire, he was one of the foremost to inspire hope, courage and

confidence in business circles, and make possible the greater Chicago which

arose from the ruins. His services in the distribution of money and supplies

were invaluable. Identified with the Chicago Relief Society from its

organization, he was named by A. T. Stewart as first on the committee to

control the fifty thousand dollars donated by him for the relief of women and

children in Chicago. He was also for years a member of the Chicago Historical

Society, aided in founding the Art Institute, was one of the organizers of the

Citizens' League, and one of the charter members of the Commercial Club in

1877. In 1881 he aided in the establishment of the Chicago Musical Festival

Association and of the Chicago Manual Training School in 1882. To the latter he

gave twenty thousand dollars and to the new Chicago University he devoted a

tract of land near the Midway Plaisance, now valued at two hundred thousand

dollars, and known as "Marshall Field." He was long a director of the

Merchants' Loan & Trust Company, and was otherwise associated with many of

the great commercial, financial and industrial enterprises which have made

Chicago a world's metropolis. The climax of his public benefactions was the

establishment of the Field Museum at Jackson Park, by provisions of his will,

eight million dollars being bequeathed for its founding and support. 




The death of Marshall Field,

generally pronounced the foremost citizen of Chicago, certainly one of the

greatest figures of his day, occurred at the Holland House, New York, where he

was staying during an anticipated week's absence from Chicago, on the 16th of

January, 1906. There were present at his death bed his wife (formerly Mrs.

Arthur Caton) to whom he had been married only a few months, Mr. Stanley Field,

and Mrs. Marshall Field. Jr. The latter, who was the widow of his only son,

recalls the tragic death of Marshall Field. Jr. less than two months before, a

blow to the father which he bore with dignified silence, but which is thought

by those nearest to him to have broken him in spirit and body. The great bulk

of his fortune amounting to perhaps one hundred millions of dollars, went to

his two grandsons Marshall Field III, and Henry Field. His only daughter, Mrs.

David Beatty, wife of Rear Admiral Beatty, of the British navy, inherited six million

dollars, and Mrs. Delia S. Caton Field the widow, as an ante-nuptial bequest,

the magnificent family residence, with contents and one million dollars. 


















RUFUS CUTLER DAWES.




Rufus Cutler Dawes, whose

attention in business lines has largely been given to the promotion of gas and

electric light projects, is numbered among those men whose initiative spirit

carries them beyond the bounds in which the great majority labor, and the

extent and importance of the interests which he has financed and controlled

well entitle him to be numbered among Chicago's captains of industry. He was

born at Marietta, Ohio, July 30, 1867, a son of General Rufus R. and Mary Beman

(Gates) Dawes. His father served in the war of the rebellion as a colonel of

the Sixth Wisconsin Regiment, which was a brilliant section of the famed Iron

Brigade, and was brevetted brigadier general for distinguished services and

gallant conduct at the head of his command. He also served for one term in

congress and died about ten years ago at his home in Marietta, Ohio, where his

widow still resides. The Dawes family comes of old New England stock, of which

William Dawes, who rode with Paul Revere on the memorable night when the

Continental troops were aroused to repulse the British advance, was a member.

Rufus C. Dawes was the second in order of birth in a family of four sons and

two daughters, including: Charles G. Dawes, mentioned elsewhere in this volume;

Hon. Beman G. Dawes, of Marietta, Ohio, who was formerly a member of congress;

Henry M., who is associated with his brother Rufus in business affairs; Mary

B., the wife of Rev. Arthur G. Beach, of Ypsilanti, Michigan; and Betsy D., the

wife of Harry B. Hoyt, manager of the gas company at Jacksonville, Florida. 




Rufus Cutler Dawes was graduated

from Marietta College with the class of 1886, winning the degree of Bachelor of

Arts, while on the 3d of June, 1893, his alma mater conferred upon him the

Master of Arts degree. Fortunate in that he was not born to a life of poverty

or of closely restricted financial resources, Mr. Dawes in his business career

has nevertheless proven that success is not a matter of fortunate circumstances

or of inherent genius, as held by some, but is rather the' outcome of clear

judgment, experience and keen discernment. Throughout almost his entire

business life he has given his attention to organizing and managing gas and

electric companies, in many of which he has been interested officially as well

as financially. At present he holds a directorship and the presidency in the following

institutions: Union Gas & Electric Company, Metropolitan Gas & Electric

Company, Shreveport Gas, Electric Light & Power Company, Texarkana Gas

& Electric Company, Mobile Gas Company, Citizens' Gas & Electric

Company, Seattle Lighting Company, Pulaski Gas Company, Beaumont Gas Light

Company, and Central Indiana Gas Company; and he fills offices in these and

similar capacities in a number of other concerns of a like nature. He also has

other extensive moneyed interests, connecting him inseparably with the

promotion of business activity in the middle west, and is widely recognized as

an efficient and reliable business man, capable of recognizing opportunities

that others pass heedlessly by and capable also of coordinating forces into a

harmonious working whole. 




Mr. Dawes was married in 1893 to

Miss Helen V. Palmer and the children born to them are William Mills, Charles

Cutler and Jean Palmer Dawes. The family residence is at No. 1800 Sheridan

road, Evanston, Illinois. Mr. Dawes is a republican in his political views and

in matters of citizenship manifests a progressiveness and loyalty that

constitute him one of the strong supporters of projects for municipal

upbuilding and betterment; and he is president of the board of education,

school district No. 75, Evanston, Illinois. He is, moreover, of a generous

nature in his support of philanthropic movements and his name is on the

membership roll of Chicago's leading social organizations, including the

Chicago Club, Glen View, Evanston Country and Evanston Clubs. 




ALBERT KEEP.




Albert Keep, whose activities

were an element in the early commercial development of Chicago, in his later

years through his business connections reached out to various sections of the

country in the management and control of the affairs of the Chicago &

Northwestern Railway system, of which he was made president. Ability may have

been inherent, but it is only through the exercise and utilization of one's

talents that they are developed, and a life of intense and intelligently directed

activity gave to Albert Keep the power which made him for many years a most

forceful business factor in railway circles. He was born in Homer, Cortland

county. New York, on the 30th of April, 1826, a son of Chauncey and Prudence

(Wolcott) Keep, and was the fifth in a family of seven sons, all of whom were

noted for superior business attainments and high character. The father was a

man of wealth and likewise of sound judgment, who realized that if his sons

were to become factors in the business world their instruction must be

practical and that their powers must be tested in the actual field of service. 




Albert Keep was sent as a pupil

to the village schools and later spent two years as a student in Cortland

Academy, but made his initial step in the business world when a youth of

fourteen, being employed as clerk in a general country store in his native town

from 1841 until 1846. His five years' experience there demonstrated the fact

that he possessed latent ability and that he would develop it through industrious

application. In all the five years he was never absent from his work for a

single week day, being on hand at seven o'clock in the morning and often

remaining until nine at night in the duties of the position. 




The field of his activity was

transferred to the west in 1846 and a long cherished ambition saw its

fulfillment when he became part owner of a store in Whitewater, Wisconsin, his

associates in the enterprise being Philander Peck and Henry Keep. He remained

in Whitewater until 1851, when the firm decided to dispose of their business

there, having more capital than was needed by the demands of the trade in a

small town. A removal was made to Chicago, where they opened a dry-goods house

under the firm style of Peck, Keep & Company, their location being at No.

211 South Water street. The new undertaking was attended with success from the

beginning, but the great activity in real estate led them to dispose of their

mercantile interest in 1856, making investment of their capital in property.

Mr. Keep erected a number of buildings which he rented and also sold as

opportunity came to dispose of them at an advantageous figure. He continued to

deal extensively in real estate and in making loans for himself and others. He

suffered losses in the memorable fire of October, 1871, his office and most of

his buildings being destroyed, but he at once resumed operations and continued

actively in business circles as a builder and dealer in real estate until June,

1873. He was then called to the presidency of the Chicago & Northwestern

Railway system. His election to this office was a great tribute to him from the

fact that he was not even a stockholder of the company at that time. It was

necessary, however, for him to purchase stock in order to qualify for the presidency.

He was closely associated with his brother Henry until chosen president of the

railroad company, their extensive interests being held mostly in partnership

relations. During the many years that they were associated in business they

worked in entire harmony, no contention or dissatisfaction ever arising. Their

business ideas as well as their family relationship held them in a close bond

after Albert Keep was elected to the railroad presidency. The multitudinous

duties of such a position were in a measure familiar to him. He had had some

previous experience with railway interests, having been retained in 1864 by the

Lake Shore & Michigan Southern and the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific

Railroad Companies to acquire greatly increased rights of way for them and also

depot facilities, which they needed in and about Chicago. On his election to

the directorate of the Lake Shore Railroad he was made a member of its

executive committee and continued as a director for eighteen years, when the

pressure of other business interests compelled him to resign. He remained as

president of the Chicago & Northwestern for fourteen years, or until 1887,

when he resigned to become chairman of the company's board of directors and

under his administration as president and in his later office as chairman of

the directorate the property of the company increased continuously in extent

and value. He found the property poorly maintained and equipped but his

practical business methods soon wrought a change and his able management did

much toward making the Northwestern one of the greatest railroads in the

country. He resigned as chairman of the board in 1901 but continued as a

director to the time of his death. He was likewise a director of The Merchants'

Loan & Trust Company. A conservative business man, he was never given to

speculating but won his success in legitimate fields and through the successful

conduct of important interests. 




Mr. Keep was twice married, his

first union being with Susan Rice, of Homer, New York, April 6, 1851. She died

November 29, 1859, and he was again married on the 3d of September, 1861, when

Miss Harriet S. Gunn, who still survives him, became his wife. She is a native

of East Bloomfield, Ontario county, New York, and a daughter of Amos B. and

Wealthy (Whittlesey) Gunn. Mr. and Mrs. Keep had one daughter, Lucy Gunn, who

became the wife of Ralph Isham and had one son, Albert Keep Isham, who was born

January 9, 1801. Mrs. Isham died July 12, 189t. A lover of home, Mr. Keep was

found a most congenial companion at his own fireside, where his friends were

always sure of a hospitable welcome. He was by nature social and democratic,

yet dignity was never laid aside to the point of allowing familiarity. His was

a strong character and marked personality and these won for him wide

recognition. One of his most marked characteristics was his pronounced

integrity. He had an especially light sense of honor, his word was as good as

his bond and his promises were made to be kept. He was interested in many

projects which have been of worth in the life of the city. He was a director of

The John Crerar Library, of the Chicago Home for the Incurables, a member of

the Presbyterian church and a member of the Chicago and Calumet Clubs. He never

regarded life as a dreary waste; on the contrary he was inclined to an optimism

which, however, was well balanced by practical judgment. He recognized fully

the obligations and responsibilities of wealth and these were fully met. His

success was the logical sequence of the natural unfolding and development of

his native powers. He believed in the opportunity for natural development in

each individual and his own life was an exposition of the wisdom of this view. 




MARVIN A. FARR.




For thirty-eight years Marvin A.

Farr has been connected with the real-estate business in Chicago and is widely

known as a prominent representative of that field of activity. He is a native

of New York state, having been born in Essex county, in 1853, and is the

youngest of seven sons of George W. and Esther (Day) Farr. He is a scion of one

of the oldest Massachusetts families, being a direct descendant of George Farr,

who with his brother Stephen settled in the Massachusetts Bay colony in 1629.

The line of descent is through George (1), Stephen (2,), Stephen (3), Stephen (4),

Stephen (5), Randall (6), and George W. (7). On the maternal side he is

descended from Anthony Day, who came to Gloucester, Massachusetts, in 1635. The

lineage runs as follows: Anthony (l), Nathaniel (2), Benjamin (3), Jonathan

(4), Jonathan (5), and Bezaliel (6), his mother being a daughter of Bezaliel

and Celinda (Day) Day. The ancestors of Mr. Farr in all branches were among the

earliest settlers of this country, having emigrated in the seventeenth century.

George W. Farr, the father of our subject, came west in the '50s and located at

Grand Rapids, Michigan, where he engaged in the lumber and mercantile business.

He died there in 1863, at the age of fifty-five years. The mother died several

years ago, aged eighty-three years. 




Marvin A. Farr received his early

education principally in private schools and at Carroll College, Waukesha,

Wisconsin, supplemented by private instruction and broadened through extensive

travel in the United States and Europe. In 1871 he graduated from Carroll

College, of Waukesha, Wisconsin, and two years later began his business career

in the employ of H. H. Porter and James B. Goodman, of this city, then engaged

in the lumber and real-estate business. About 1879 he ventured in the

real-estate business for himself and for some time was also manager of the West

Chicago Land Company, operating extensively in subdivisions of west side

suburban property. For over thirty-five years Mr. Farr has been actively

engaged in the real-estate business in Chicago, handling principally subdivisions

and manufacturing properties. He has long been a member of the Chicago Real

Estate Board and something of his standing in real-estate circles is indicated

by the fact that he has been honored with the presidency of that organization.

While devoting his attention almost entirely to real-estate operations, Mr.

Farr has also been identified actively and financially with numerous other

enterprises and is now a director of the Chicago Title & Trust Company and

interested in other corporations. He has taken an active interest in public

institutions and movements and is a director of the United Charities. He is an

active member of the Chicago Association of Commerce and chairman of its

real-estate and loan division, and is also a member of the City Plans Committee.

His social affiliations are with the Union League, Midlothian, Country and

Kenwood Clubs, in all of which he has filled various official positions and

served as president of the latter for some years. He is an independent

republican and a member of the Kenwood Evangelical church. 




In 1886 Mr. Farr was united in

marriage to Miss Charlotte Camp, a daughter of the late Isaac N. Camp, of this

city. They have two children: Newton Camp Farr, who graduated from Cornell

College as a civil engineer and is now engaged in the practice of his

profession; and Barbara Farr, still at home. Mr. Farr has offices in the

Marquette building and resides at No. 4737 Woodlawn avenue. 


















HOMER ALLISON STILLWELL.




Homer Allison Stillwell, vice

president of Butler Brothers and manager of the Chicago house, was born in

Nineveh, Pennsylvania, December 30, 1860. His father, Addison Stillwell, a

native of Pennsylvania, was a veteran of the Civil war and died in 1863 from

illness contracted in the service. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Rhoda

Thompson, was of a prominent Pennsylvania family who removed to Illinois in

pioneer times. The Stillwell family is of English ancestry and the Thompsons

also came of English lineage. 




After the death of his father

Homer Allison Stillwell removed with his mother and his brother, McClellan

Stillwell, now of Auburn, New York, to southeastern Ohio, where he lived until

nine years of age, when a further move was made to Urbana, Illinois. He

acquired much of his education in the public schools there, working during the

periods of vacation, and in due time was graduated from the high school. He

afterward spent two years in the University of Illinois, working his way

through his entire educational course. In 1882 he left college and came to

Chicago where he wished to secure a situation in connection with the lumber

trade, but after some weeks of unsuccessful effort he abandoned this plan and

accepted a position with Butler Brothers in the packing room. He rapidly worked

up through numerous promotions and in a few years became head of the packing

room, and subsequently chief of the shipping department, while in 1893 he was

made manager of the house. In time he acquired a financial interest in the

business and in 1 902 was made a director, while in 1907 he was elected vice

president, which office he still fills. He has devoted his entire time and

energy to this position and is not actively connected with any other although a

director of the National City Bank. 




On the 1st of March, 1886, Mr.

Stillwell was married to Miss Ellen Hill, of St. Louis, and they have two sons:

Addison Stillwell, a Yale graduate of 1911, and Wellesley H., a student in St.

Paul's preparatory school of Concord, New Hampshire. The family reside at No.

5017 Greenwood avenue. 




Mr. Stillwell is a Mason and was

for some years active in the order. He is a member of Landmark Lodge and is a

past eminent commander of Mount Joy Commandery, K. T. He also belongs to

Oriental Consistory, A. A. S. R.. and to Medinah Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He

holds membership in the Commercial Club and was its secretary in 1909-10. He is

likewise a member of the Union League, of which he has been a director since

1909, and belongs also to the Chicago Athletic Association, the Mid-Day Club,

the Hamilton Club, the Midlothian Club, the Onwentsia Club, the South Shore

Country Club, the Traffic Club, the Service Club, the Illini Club of the Alumni

of the University of Illinois, the Pennsylvania Society and the Kenwood Country

Club. His principal activity outside of business has been in connection with

the Chicago Association of Commerce, of which he has been a member for some

years. He was chairman of its ways and means committee of 1907, in 1908 was

first vice president, and 1909 chairman of the executive committee and the

following year was elected its president. He has been very active in its work

and has served on numerous important committees, his labors being a potent

instrumentality in the upbuilding of the association since 1907. His religious

faith is indicated by his membership in the Kenwood Evangelical church. 




CHARLES G. DAWES.




Charles Gates Dawes, president of

the Central Trust Company of Illinois, ex-comptroller of the currency and a

financier of national repute, both in practice and the clear enunciation of

theories, is a native of Marietta, Ohio, born August 27, 1865. He is a son of

General Rufus R. and Mary B. (Gates) Dawes. His father served in the war of the

Rebellion as the brave colonel of the Sixth Wisconsin Regiment, a brilliant

unit of the famed Iron Brigade, and was brevetted brigadier general for

distinguished services and gallant conduct at the head of his regiment. He

represented his district in congress for one term and was otherwise prominent

in the public affairs of the state. He died about ten years ago at his home in

Marietta, where his widow still resides. The family comes of old Massachusetts

stock of English origin and among the ancestors was William Dawes, who agreed

with Paul Revere that he would ride in one direction and Revere in another to

alarm the settlers of the approach of the British that meant the opening of the

Revolutionary war. Charles G. Dawes was the eldest in a family of four sons and

two daughters, the others being: Rufus C, of whom a sketch also appears in this

work; Hon. Beman G. Dawes, of Marietta, Ohio, former member of congress; Henry

M., associated with his brothers in business here; Mary B., the wife of Rev.

Arthur G. Beach, of Ypsilanti, Michigan; and Betsy D., the wife of Harry B.

Hoyt, manager of the gas company at Jacksonville, Florida. 




Charles G. Dawes was educated in

the common schools of his native town and at Marietta College, graduating from

the latter institution in 1884, and two years later from the Cincinnati Law

School. He had already done considerable work as a railroad civil engineer and

after graduating in law became chief engineer of a small line which is now part

of the Toledo & Ohio Central Railroad. In 1887 he removed to Lincoln,

Nebraska, and for seven years was there engaged in the practice of law. Having

made a special study of railroad freight rates, he was retained by many

Nebraska shippers in their suits against the railroads, whose hearings brought

about the passage of the Interstate Commerce law. In the pressing of these

suits he came into marked prominence as a lawyer and at the same time obtained

high standing as a republican leader and campaigner. In 1891 he removed to

Evanston, Illinois, having acquired an interest in the local gas company, his

activities in this direction afterward extending to other points. 




Mr. Dawes had been an admirer of

William McKinley and in 1895 inaugurated the work in Illinois, which led the

republican state convention of 1896 to instruct its delegates to support him

for president in the national nominating convention. He was appointed on the

executive committee of the republican national committee and was regarded as

McKinley's special representative. When Mr. Dawes was appointed comptroller of

the currency in 1897 his relations with the president became even more

confidential and his business-like conduct of the affairs of his office,

especially his regard for the welfare of depositors in the national banks, met

with the cordial approval both of the administration and the general public,

irrespective of party. On October 1, 1901, he resigned the office to enter upon

his campaign for the United States senatorship, but in May of the following

year withdrew from the contest and a few days later was elected to his present

position as head of the Central Trust Company of Illinois, which he had then

recently organized. Mr. Dawes was the youngest man who ever held the position

of comptroller of the currency; but in his case comparative youth and

inexperience seemed to be no drawback to advancement. Mr. Dawes is also a

director of the Peoples Trust & Savings Bank, the Monroe National Bank and

the Calumet Insurance Company and is interested in numerous gas and electric

projects with his brother Rufus C. Dawes. Moreover, his humanitarian spirit is

manifest in his active cooperation with projects tending to ameliorate the hard

conditions of life for the unfortunate. For the past three years he has been

the president of the Home for Destitute Crippled Children, in which position he

succeeded the late James H. Eckels. He is also vice president of the Chicago

Grand Opera Company. 




On January 24, 1889, Mr. Dawes

married Miss Caro Dana Blymyer, of Cincinnati, Ohio, and their children are

Rufus Fearing and Carolyn. The family home is still in Evanston. Mr. Dawes is a

member of many clubs, his connection including the Commercial, Chicago, Union

League, Glen View, Evanston, Evanston Country, Evanston Golf, Marquette and

Hamilton Clubs. 




HERMAN WALDECK.




Herman Waldeck, vice president of

the Continental & Commercial National Bank, was born in Baden, Germany,

November 19, 1871. In his native land he pursued his education and in 1892 when

twenty-one years of age, crossed the Atlantic to the new world with Chicago as

his destination. Throughout the period of his residence here he has been

connected with banking interests. He was first employed as clerk in the

International Bank of Chicago from 1893 until 1897, and in the latter year

became connected with the Continental National Bank in a minor clerical

capacity, becoming assistant cashier in 1903, which position he held until

elected to the vice-presidency in July, 1909. Since the consolidation of the

Continental National Bank with the Commercial National, in August, 1910, he has

occupied the position of vice president of the Continental & Commercial

National Bank, taking an active part in its management, in shaping its policy

and in extending the scope of its activity and business relations. Advancement

has come to him as the logical sequence of his close application and the ability

he has displayed in meeting the heavy responsibilities which have devolved upon

him in his various connections with the banking interests of the city. 




On the 22d of April, 1903, Mr.

Waldeck was united in marriage to Miss Gertrude Schwab, a daughter of Aaron Schwab,

of Chicago, and they now reside at No. 5328 East End avenue. His social nature

finds manifestation in his membership in a number of the leading clubs of the

city, including the Union League, the Mid-Day, the South Shore Country, the

Bankers and the Lake Shore Country Clubs. 




CHARLES HENROTIN.




Charles Henrotin, one of the

organizers and the first president of the Chicago Stock Exchange, whose life of

intense and well directed activity has constituted a source of the city's

progress and development, has won honors both at home and abroad. Coming from a

distinguished ancestry, his lines of life have been cast in harmony therewith.

He was born April 15, 1843, in Brussels, Belgium, a son of Dr. Joseph F. and

Adele (Brice) Henrotin, who were also natives of that land. They arrived in

Chicago in 1848 and Dr. Henrotin continued in the active practice of medicine

in this city from that date until his death in 1876. His service was especially

valuable during the cholera epidemic that raged from the years 1850 to 1854.

The family achieved distinction in the field of medical and surgical practice

through several generations, the last being the late Ferdinand Henrotin, in

whose honor Memorial Hospital of the north side was named. 




Brought to Chicago in his fifth

year, Charles Henrotin pursued his education in the schools of this city until

1856, when he was matriculated in the College of Tournai in Belgium, therein

pursuing a four years' course, which he completed by graduation with the class

of 1860. His tastes from early boyhood were extremely literary and this strain

in his nature has been an influencing factor throughout his entire life,

leading him into close and pleasant association with the distinguished citizens

and men of letters of Chicago. 




He returned from Belgium in 1860

to accept the position of lieutenant on the staff of General Fremont at Cape

Girardeau, Missouri. At length he resigned that position to enter the service

of the Merchants Loan & Trust Company, of which he became cashier in 1866,

succeeding Lyman J. Gage, late secretary of the treasury. Broad and varied

experience in connection with that institution well qualified him to engage in

business on his own account, when, in 1877, he turned his attention to the

conduct of a private banking and brokerage business. His word has come to be

largely accepted as authority upon questions of finance in Chicago, for the

character of his business has placed him prominently in the front rank among

the city's financiers. He has promoted many enterprises and as broker

represented the English syndicates for the sale of the breweries of Chicago and

the Union Stock Yards. He dealt extensively in the bonds and scrip of Chicago

during the period of the city's financial embarrassment from 1878 until 1880

and paid the city interest on bonds for the year 1877, advancing the money for

a year to prevent default. In 1881 he established the first telephone company

of Paris, France, and has financed many important business projects not only in

this city but elsewhere. He was the principal organizer and promoter of the

Chicago Stock Exchange, was chosen its first president and has held the office

for two other terms. He was also a member of the New York Stock Exchange for

many years and is connected with the Chicago Board of Trade. 




High honors have been conferred

upon Mr. Henrotin in public and semi-public connections. He was chosen a

director of the World's Columbian Exposition in 1892 and was a member of

several of the most important committees. In 1876 he was appointed the successor

of his father, Dr. Joseph F. Henrotin, in the office of Belgium consul at this

place. In the same year he was made consul general of the Ottoman Empire and

still occupies both offices. 




In 1869 Mr. Henrotin was united

in marriage to Miss Ellen Martin, one of the most prominent social leaders and

club women of Chicago. She was vice president of the auxiliary of the World's

Fair congresses and was twice president of the Federation of Women's Clubs of

the United States. She has the decorations of the Chefaskat of Turkey, the

Palms Academic of France, of an officer of the Academy of France and Chevalier

of the Legion of Honor of Belgium. The decorations that have been conferred

upon Mr. Henrotin were those of the Order of Commander of the Medijidee and

Commander of the Osmanic of Turkey; officer of the Legion of Honor of Belgium;

Chevalier of the Crown of Belgium; the decoration of the Civic Cross of

Belgium, presented in recognition of twenty-five years consular service; and

Chevalier of the Legion of Honor of France. His club relations are with the

most prominent social organizations of the city, including the Germania,

Bankers', Chicago and other clubs. He is recognized as a leader not only in the

field of finance, where his operations have been extensive, but also in

municipal and governmental affairs, in the social life of the city and in the

discussion of themes of broad and vital significance. 




PATRICK J. CUMMINGS.




Patrick J. Cummings, one of the

organizers of the Eastern Casket Company and widely known as a leading

undertaker of Chicago, was born in County Tipperary, Ireland, on the 5th of

March, 1854, and is a son of Patrick and Mary Cummings. The father died in the

year 1856. In the family there were eight children, of whom Patrick J. was the youngest.

Four sons of the family had already come to the United Stated when in October,

1865, Mr. Cummings of this review, accompanied by his mother, crossed the

Atlantic. They settled on the north side in Chicago and Mrs. Cummings spent her

remaining days in this city, her death occurring in 1870. 




Patrick J. Cummings was a lad of

nine years when with his mother he made the trip across the briny deep to the

new world. He acquired a public school education and made his initial step in

the business world as an employee in the McCormick Reaper Works. Later he

occupied a position in the coopering establishment of Jones & Chapin, and

in 1877 he secured a position with the City Railway Company as register, clerk

and assistant foreman. Thus gradually but steadily he was working his way

upward and increasingly responsible positions brought him increased pay that in

time made him the possessor of capital sufficient to enable him to engage in

business on his own account. In 1890 he established an undertaking business at

No. 4131 South State street under the firm style of O'Toole & Cummings. In

1897 the partnership was dissolved and Mr. Cummings started out independently

at No. 4104 South State street. Subsequently he removed his business to No.

4116 South State street and in 1908 he erected a building for his own purposes

at No. 4125 South State street — a three story structure having a stone front

twenty-five feet in breadth. He has his own chapel seating one hundred, and he

owns an auto livery. 




In 1901 Mr. Cummings was united

in marriage to Miss Helen L. Dobson, of Chicago. He is identified with several

organizations, including the Royal League, the Independent Order of Foresters,

the Woodmen of the World, the Catholic Order of Foresters, the Knights of

Columbus and the Columbian Knights. He served as high chief ranger of the

Foresters of Illinois for four years. He was one of the founders of St.

Elizabeth's Catholic church, in which he still holds membership. His political

allegiance is given to the democratic party and he had charge of the sewer

department of Hyde Park for twelve years as superintendent, doing important

public work in this connection. Along professional lines he is well-known as a

member of the Chicago Undertakers Association, with which he has been identified

since starting out in this line of business. He was elected president in 1909

and has been re-elected at each succeeding election since that time. He is also

a member of the State and National Associations and has attended several of the

national conventions held in San Francisco, California, in Milwaukee, in

Columbus, Ohio, and in Florida. He organized the Eastern Casket Company and he

has done much in promoting the interests of the profession through securing

city legislation of value not only to the profession but also of great value to

the general public. He has made steady progress in his business and is most

liberally patronized. At the same time he has found opportunity to co-operate

in plans and measures for the general good and has done valuable work as a

citizen. 




ERSKINE MASON PHELPS.




The history of Erskine Mason

Phelps is the story of laudable ambition, unfaltering activity and earnest

endeavor to reach in the business field a high plane, and that the qualities

chosen as chief factors in his commercial career were resultant, was evidenced

through many years in the house of Phelps, Dodge & Palmer, which enjoyed

both local and national fame. As its chief executive, Mr. Phelps was through a

long period the main factor in bringing that enterprise to the established

basis which it occupied. He was born in Stonington, Connecticut, March 31,

1839, a son of Charles H. and Ann (Hammond) Phelps. He came of an ancestry

honorable and distinguished. The Phelps family is one of the oldest and most

prominent of New England and one that has had a close and continuous

identification with the history of Connecticut from its first settlement. The

American progenitor of the family was William Phelps, who was born in

Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire, England, in 1599. He was one of the original

members of the Church of England, of which the noted divine, Rev. Warham, was

pastor. Mr. Phelps accompanied the party led by Rev. Warham to the new world.

They crossed the Atlantic in 1630 as passengers on the old time sailing vessel,

Mary and John, and first located in Dorchester, Massachusetts. In the spring of

16.36 William Phelps removed with his children to Windsor, Connecticut, and

became a prominent factor in the affairs of the colony, residing there until

his death on the 27th of November, 1675. 




His youngest son, Timothy Phelps,

wedded Mary Griswold, and the line of descent is traced on down through Timothy

Phelps II, who married Martha Crow; Charles Phelps, who married Hepzipeth

Stiles; and Dr. Charles Phelps, who was founder of the family in Stonington,

Connecticut, where he first built a house at the foot of Cosaduc hill in the

portion of the town known as North Stonington. About 1765 he removed to the

main town of Stonington and erected a residence, which in later years formed

the ell to the fine country home of his great-grandson, Hon. Erskine M. Phelps,

of Chicago. Dr. Charles Phelps in 1767 became the first judge of the probate

court for the town of Stonington, an office which he filled for thirty-three

years. He married Hannah Dennison, and after her death, Sally Swan became his

wife. His sixth child, Joseph D. Phelps, grandfather of E. M. Phelps, married

Hannah Babcock. 




The eldest son and second child

of Joseph D. and Hannah (Babcock) Phelps was Charles H. Phelps, who was born in

Stonington, Connecticut, in 1795, and at one time was the most prominent

dry-goods merchant of New Orleans. He was instrumental in raising and paving

the streets in both New Orleans and Mobile, Alabama. He met his death January

17, 1840, when the steamer Lexington was burned while on her regular trip from

New York to Stonington. He had married Ann R. Hammond, and their children were

six in number. Erskine M. Phelps, the youngest of the family, acquired his

early education at East Hampton, Massachusetts, where he also attended Edward

Williston Seminary. He was an apt and able student and with a goodly fund of

information to serve as the foundation for the building of success, he went to

St. Louis in 1857 and entered upon his business career there. He became

connected with the banking firm of Allan, Copp & Nesbit and after a

faithful service of two years removed to Boston, where he established a

brokerage business on his own account. In February, 1861, he arrived in Chicago

and entered into partnership with George E. P. Dodge, establishing a wholesale

boot and shoe business. In 1865 the style name of the house, which was destined

to grow into one of the leading enterprises of the west, was changed to Phelps,

Dodge & Palmer, under which the business obtained a foremost place in the

wholesale boot and shoe trade of the entire northwest. Year by year the

enterprise was carefully and successfully conducted, enjoying continuous and

substantial growth until 1899, when the firm sold out to the Edwards-Stanwood

Shoe Company, of which concern Mr. Phelps was a director. He retained, however,

only a supervisory interest in the house and so arranged matters that the older

employees should enjoy most of the profits. He was also a director of the

Merchants Loan & Trust Company, of the London Guarantee & Accident

Company, the Commonwealth Edison Company, and a director and investor in other

business enterprises and organizations. His life record stands as a splendid

example of what may be accomplished in the commercial field, when energy, keen

insight and unfaltering purpose are brought into full play. 




On the 26th day of October, 1861,

Mr. Phelps was married to Miss Anna E. Wilder. A happy home life was maintained

for forty-five years, being terminated in the death of Mr. Phelps at his

residence at No. 1703 Indiana avenue, May 21, 1910, when he was seventy-one

years of age. 




Aside from business connections

Mr. Phelps was most prominent and widely known. His political allegiance was

given to the democracy and he was prominent in club circles. He was one of the

organizers and for seven years was president of the Iroquois Club of Chicago

and took active part in the tariff reform propaganda, which was contemporaneous

with the administration of Grover Cleveland. At one time he served as chairman

of the state committee of the democratic party and at another time was a member

of the democratic national committee. He never sought or desired office,

however, although in 1884 he was mentioned as a democratic candidate for the

United States senatorship. Always favoring a low tariff, in 1883 he and other

members of the Iroquois Club determined to support this doctrine at a banquet

given under the auspices of the club. This was the first important political

banquet ever held in Chicago and the precursor of the regular annual affairs of

that kind since given by the Iroquois Club for many years. The banquet was a

success, being attended by distinguished democratic leaders, including Senator

Bayard, Thomas A. Hendricks and others. This brought Mr. Phelps into political

prominence and soon afterward he went with Potter Palmer and other

distinguished representatives of the party to Washington and secured the

democratic convention of 1884 for Chicago. He was at that time a strong Tilden

man but after paying a visit to Mr. Tilden was convinced that the latter was

not in physical condition to accept the nomination and returned to Chicago,

advocating the cause of Grover Cleveland, then governor of New York. Mr.

Cleveland was nominated mainly on account of the Illinois votes and afterward

showed his appreciation of this fact by making Mr. Phelps his personal

representative in Chicago, seeking his advice whenever offices were to be

distributed. After the election of Mr. Cleveland and at his inauguration he

said to Mr. Phelps: "Now, what can I do for you and what do you

want?" The latter replied: "Just allow me to go home to Chicago and

attend to my business. I have accomplished what I set out to do — make you the

nation's chief executive." Mr. Phelps declined the ministry to the court

of St. James during the first administration of President Cleveland but during

the second term accepted the appointment of consul to Colombia, which he

retained up to the time of his death. It was on the recommendation of Mr.

Phelps that Lambert Tree was sent as minister to Belgium and General Winston to

Persia, and at his request Melville W. Fuller was made chief justice of the

United States. In 1888 he was elected a member of the democratic national

committee, serving four years, after which he was not an active factor in

political management although never ceasing to feel a deep interest in vital

political questions and situations of the country. He became a member of the

World's Columbian Exposition commission, in the interests of which he took a

journey, accompanied by his wife, around the globe in 1892 and 1893, while for

seven years he was president of the National Business League. In many of the

organizations with which he was connected he was an earnest working member and

his opinions carried weight in their councils, for his fellow members

recognized his keen insight and the soundness of mature judgment. He was one of

the early members of the Central church, of which the late Professor David

Swing was minister to the time of his death, and of which Dr. F. W. Gunsaulus

is now pastor. Mr. Phelps long served as president of its board of trustees but

resigned on account of ill health. He was president of Hahnemann Hospital and

no good work done in the name of charity or religion sought his aid in vain. He

was a director of various benevolent institutions and, moreover, a generous

supporter of these, although his benefactions were of a quiet nature. He led a

prominent club life, holding membership in the Chicago, Commercial, Calumet,

South Shore Country, Saddle and Cycle, Bankers, Mid-Day, Pickwick Country and

Washington Park Clubs of Chicago. And even further than this his club

connections extended, as he was a member of the Manhattan Club of New York, the

Temple and Algonquin Clubs of Boston and the Thatched House of London. 




He was a great student and

admirer of Napoleon and thoroughly familiar with his history He left one of the

finest and most valuable Napoleonic collections in America, which following his

demise was given by Mrs. Phelps to the Harper Memorial Library of Chicago. He

manifested, moreover, a very keen interest in the welfare and progress of his

native town, Stonington, Connecticut, where his magnificent country estate

included land that had been in possession of the family for almost one hundred

and fifty years. His attachment to the place was a matter of sentiment — a

trait strongly developed in the sons of New England. Extended trips abroad as

well as in this land brought him wide general information and culture which

only travel can bring. He was widely known as a genial host and thoroughgoing

business man and one who gained honor and admiration through his commercial

integrity and conservatism. While connected with the boot and shoe trade he introduced

many innovations that have worked for the improved comfort of the public and

wrought wholesale changes in commercial system and along lines of

progressiveness. His personal acquaintance with leading citizens of note was a

broad one and his spirit of good fellowship made life brighter for those with

whom he came in contact. Mr. Phelps was laid to rest in his beautiful mausoleum

that stands in Evergreen cemetery in Stonington, Connecticut. 


















LEWIS ELLSWORTH INGALLS.




Lewis Ellsworth Ingalls, a man of

large affairs, displaying at all times an aptitude for successful management

combined with keen sagacity in investment and marked executive ability in

control of important interests, has long been known as one of Chicago's most

prominent and honored business men. His building operations have contributed

largely to the improvement of the city. 




Mr. Ingalls is one of the native

sons of Illinois, his birth having occurred October 26, 1839, in Du Page, Will

county, when that section of the state was a pioneer district. His father,

Henry Ingalls, was born at Walpole, Vermont, April 10, 1800, and on leaving New

England became a representative of the farming interests of Will county,

Illinois. He married Lois Boyce, who was born in New York in 1800, her death

occurring in Will county in 1856, while Mr. Ingalls passed away in Naperville,

Illinois, April 10, 1875. Their family numbered twelve children, of whom four

are yet living: Abner E., of Joliet; Frank I., of Seneca, Kansas; Mrs. Lois

Sargent, of Naperville; and Lewis E. Those who have passed away are Samuel,

Mary, Henry, Jonathan, Phoebe, Hannah, George and Andrew. 




The eighth in order of birth,

Lewis E. Ingalls, divided his time between the work of the home farm, the

pleasures of the playground and the duties of the schoolroom, his educational

advantages, however, being limited to about eight months' attendance at the

Naperville school. Possessing an observing eye and a retentive memory, he has

constantly mastered the lessons of daily life and is widely recognized as a

broadminded man of sound judgment, keen discrimination and marked sagacity. He

started out in life for himself at the age of sixteen years. The word fail has

never had a part in his vocabulary and laudable ambition has at all times

stimulated his effort. 




Today one of the extensive

property owners and most successful business men of Chicago, it is hard to

conceive that he started in the humble capacity of a farm hand, receiving ten

dollars per month and his board. Subsequently the value of his service led to

an increase of his salary from ten dollars to sixteen dollars and then to

twenty-five dollars per month. At the age of nineteen years he went to Iowa

where he devoted the summer months to farming near Waterloo, and in the winter

seasons engaged in trapping. Four years thus passed, after which he devoted

three years to general farming in his native county. He then established a home

at Claybanks, Wisconsin, where he was engaged in getting out lumber for a year,

which constituted his initial step in connection with the lumber trade.

Returning to Illinois, he conducted lumber yards at Naperville and Lemont, but

gradually extended his efforts as his business ability was recognized and his

cooperation was sought in different lines. While conducting his lumber yards he

arranged with the Chicago, St. Louis & Western Railroad Company to purchase

its right of way and also had charge of the grading of the road south of Joliet

as well as other sections of the line. Persistent work and economy at length

brought him a capital sufficient to enable him in 1859 to establish himself

permanently as a strong factor in some important and growing community and seek

an opportunity for judicious investment. He at length purchased three hundred

acres of fine farming land within two miles of the courthouse of Joliet, and

further investment made him the owner of an additional four hundred acres on

the west side of Joliet. There he located the Phenox Horseshoe Factory, the

Western Gas Company, the Chemical Works and a large match factory, also the

Saint Fen Railroad Company and the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railroad. 




Since 1870 he has continuously

occupied his country estate, although for many years he has been the leading

real-estate dealer of Joliet and for more than two decades has operated

extensively in property in Chicago, where he has also conducted other business

enterprises of magnitude. His farm near Joliet now comprises three hundred and

forty acres, beautifully situated. Sixty acres of this has recently been

subdivided and supplied with water, with a sewer system and cement walks, with

shade trees and fine drives. Nature and art have done much to make his place a

beautiful country home, the work of the landscape gardener being manifest in

the adornment of lawn and park. There is also a sod mile race track, one of the

fastest in America, on the place and many successful fairs and races have been

here held in what is known as Ingalls' Park. One of the important features of

the farm is a large dairy and the breeding of fine horses and cattle also

constitutes a source of income. Altogether the Ingalls farm is one of the model

country places of the Mississippi valley. 




In the field of business, aside

from agricultural interests, Mr. Ingalls has operated extensively. Upon removing

to Joliet he established a lumber yard there, but a year later disposed of it

in order to concentrate his energies upon his agricultural interests and his

real-estate and loan business, which he conducted at Joliet until opening an

office in Chicago in 1887. The former city, moreover, has benefited by his

cooperation in other lines. He established the first electric plant in Joliet

in 18812 — the predecessor of the Economy Light & Power Company. For

fifteen years he was engaged in the active conduct of a light plant, first of

the Joliet Lighting Company and afterward of two other organizations; finally,

with others, purchasing Dam No. 1 and forming the Economy Light & Power

Company. While engaged in the lumber trade he sold much of his material to the

steel mills, but eventually disposed of his business to the firm of Mason &

Plant. Mr. Ingalls was instrumental in forming a plan that resulted in the

purchase of the water plant of Joliet, and for a time was connected with the

Chicago & Southwestern Railway Company, which sold its line to the Santa Fe

Railroad Company, with which he was also connected for two years. 




In 1887 Mr. Ingalls opened his

Chicago office and since that time his labors have been of as much value to the

metropolis as they were to Joliet. He is president and treasurer of the

Richmond-Smith Company, a milk agency representing nearly three thousand

farmers who ship milk to this city. He is also treasurer and general manager of

the Dermiforma Company of America, which has been organized for several years,

Mr. Ingalls assuming control as treasurer and manager, since which time he has

increased the business of the concern until it is now the largest in the United

States. The process is taken from the whey of the milk and made into an acid

for tanning leather and will do more in six days than any other process will

accomplish in eighteen days, and leaves the leather in much better condition,

it being absolutely sweet and odorless. This is bound in time to be used in all

the tanneries of the world. In the conduct of the milk business he sells the

product of over seventeen hundred farmers and supplies over six hundred dealers

in Chicago and is now conducting the most extensive business in the city. In

the conduct of the dairy business he has continually studied to improve the

quality of milk that his patrons may be perfectly satisfied, and since taking

charge three years ago Mr. Ingalls has succeeded in improving the milk fifty

per cent. He has always found real-estate operations a productive field and

improving the opportunity for judicious investment here, his property holdings

in Chicago have become very extensive and valuable. He owns, among other

Chicago real estate, the Del Prado hotel, at Fifty-ninth street and Madison and

Washington avenues. He has thoroughly informed himself concerning realty values

in Chicago and has held offices in the Chicago real-estate board. 




On the 22nd of October, 1865, Mr.

Ingalls wedded Miss Millie Emerson of Door county, Wisconsin, who died in

Lemont, Illinois, March 10, 1868. He has since married Miss Esther E.

Bartholomew of Marengo, Illinois, a daughter of Russ Bartholomew, a farmer of

McHenry county, this state. The four children of the second marriage are:

Millie R., who was born October 16, 1870, and died at Danville, New York,

September 22, 1892; Royce K.. who was born December 1, 1872, and passed away

April 27, 1894; Myra R., who was born January 1, 187 1, and is now the wife of

George M. Peale, a resident of Joliet, and Charles I-. who was born December

19, 1871, and died in 1881. 




Mr. Ingalls is a valued member of

the leading clubs of Joliet and Chicago, belonging to the Union League and

Commercial Clubs in the former city and to the Union League and Hamilton Clubs

in the latter. He has attained the Knights Templar degree in the York Rite

Masonry, his membership being in the commandery at Joliet and he is also

numbered among the nobles of Medinah Temple of the Mystic Shrine in Chicago.

His political allegiance is unfalteringly given to the republican party and his

interest in municipal affairs has been manifest in tangible cooperation with

many movements for the general good. His life has been one of continuous

activity in which has been accorded due recognition of labor. Starting out in

life with limited educational advantages, working as a farm hand at a meager

salary of ten dollars per month and then becoming imbued with the laudable

ambition to attain something better, he has steadily advanced in those walks of

life demanding intellectuality, business ability, and fidelity. In his life are

the elements of greatness because of the use he has made of his talents and

opportunities and because his thoughts are not self-centered but are given to

the mastery of life's problems and the fulfilment of his duty as a man in his

relations to his fellowmen, and as a citizen in his relations to his city,

state and country. 




OLAF J. PETERSON,




Olaf J. Peterson, a well-known

Chicago undertaker, whose long connection with the business and honorable

methods have brought him a liberal patronage, was born February 24, 1883, in

the city which is yet his home, his parents being John and Hannah Peterson,

both of whom were natives of Sweden. They became residents of Chicago in 1880

and the father engaged in contract teaming but has now departed this life. The

mother, however, is still living. 




Olaf J. Peterson acquired a high

school education and in his youth was employed in a foundry equipment business.

He and his brother, Martin, turned their attention to the undertaking business

in 1907, establishing a store at Twenty-second street and Oakley avenue. Olaf

Peterson was graduated from the Chicago Post Graduate School of Undertaking and

in connection with his brother, Martin, began business under the firm style of

Peterson Brothers. In 1911 they opened another place at No. 5831 West Chicago

avenue, erecting a building of thirty feet frontage and two stories in height.

In connection with this they have a chapel and carry a large line of

undertaking supplies and caskets. The first place which they established is

conducted by his brother and Olaf J. Peterson has charge of their second

establishment. They own their hearses and motor equipment for the conduct of

funerals and their business has steadily grown because their methods have found

favor with the public. They put forth every effort to please their patrons and

the integrity of their methods and their harmonious co-operation has secured to

them a gratifying patronage, their business steadily growing through the

recommendation of their customers. 




On the 30th of November, 1905,

Olaf J. Peterson was united in marriage to Miss Anna Lundquist, of Chicago, and

two children, Donald and Bert, add to the interest of their home. Mr. Peterson

is a well-known Mason, belonging to Austin Lodge, No. 850, A. F. & A. M.;

and Cicero Chapter, No. 180, R. A. M. He also has membership with the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, belonging to both the lodge and its woman's

auxiliary, the Daughters of Rebekah. He is likewise connected with the Red Men

and with the Vikings, in addition to several other Swedish societies. His

religious faith is that of the Lutheran church and to its teachings he loyally

adheres. 




Politically he maintains an

independent course, voting for men and measures rather than for party. He has

been a member of the Chicago Undertakers Association since he started in the

business and for the past two years has served as a member of its executive

committee. He is widely and favorably known in professional circles as well as

to the general public and his sterling traits of manhood and of citizenship

have gained for him the warm and kindly regard of friends, neighbors and

associates. 




RALPH CLARKSON.




As an artist and promoter of art

interests in Chicago Ralph Clarkson needs no introduction to his fellow

townsmen, but the life history of one who has attained distinction in a chosen

field is always of interest to the general public and the work which Mr.

Clarkson has done to further art development in Chicago both as artist and

instructor has made his life history of vital significance to the city. He was

born in Amesbury, Massachusetts, August 3, 1861, a son of Joseph True and Susan

(Watson) Clarkson, the former a carriage manufacturer. His paternal ancestors

were Scotch and came to America in 1718, when two brothers settled in

Portsmouth, New Hampshire. They had been members of the Pretender's army and

brought with them the colors of their regiment, which one of their descendants

some years ago presented to the Wisconsin Historical Society. 




Ralph Clarkson was educated in

the Amesbury (Mass.) High school and his native artistic ability was early

manifest. In his school days he was called upon to decorate the blackboards

when any special celebration was to take place and his desire to one day enter

West Point was early overcome by the stronger inherent desire of becoming an

artist. Early in 1880 he went to Boston and entered the office of James R.

Osgood & Company as a draftsman. In 1882 he became a student in the Museum

of Fine Arts of that city, where he remained until 1884, when he went to Paris,

entering Julians Academy under Boulanger and Lefevre. He applied himself

diligently to art studies until 1887, in which year his work won recognition by

being placed in the Salon. 




Returning to America in that year,

Mr. Clarkson resided for a short period in Hartford, Connecticut, but finally

established a studio in New York city. On the 15th of January, 1890, he married

Miss Fanny Rose Calhoun of Hartford, Connecticut, a daughter of Judge David S.

Calhoun, who for many years was on the Connecticut bench, while her brother is

also a well-known lawyer, and the family was intimately connected with the

early history of that state. Mr. and Mrs. Clarkson resided in New York until

1892, when they went abroad, spending two years in Paris and one in Italy,

returning to the United States in 1895. Mr. Clarkson devoted his time during

that period to further study as well as to painting, thus advancing the

efficiency which had already established his reputation as one of America's

foremost artists. In December following his return he visited Chicago and found

the social atmosphere here so congenial that he decided to remain and has since

been a resident of the Lake city. 




Mr. Clarkson has not only

maintained a studio from which he has sent out some of the notable works of art

but has always been actively interested in all public art movements, putting

forth zealous and earnest effort to promote the development of Chicago. He is

president of the Art Commission of this city and also of the Art Commission of

the state of Illinois. He has been president of the Chicago Society of Artists,

the Arts and Craft Society and has been called upon frequently to serve as

juror on art exhibits, acting as a member of the jury for the art section at

the Paris Exposition of 1900 and at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition of St.

Louis in 1904. He was also a member of the International Jury of Awards at St.

Louis in the same year and has recently been made a member of the painting jury

of the American Federation of Arts at Washington, D. C. He is teaching painting

as one of the Art Institute faculty and he was one of the founders of the

Friends of American Art. He is president of the Municipal Art League and

associate of the National Academy of Design, New York, 1911. He was also one of

the organizers and is the secretary of the Cliff-Dwellers, is a member of The

Little Room and of the Illinois Athletic Club. Wisely and conscientiously

developing the talents with which nature endowed him, he stands today among

those who are giving an individuality to American art, his work winning notable

recognition not only in the United States but also in the art centers of

Europe. 




H. H. PORTER.




The life pathway of H. H. Porter

was never strewn with the wreck of other men's fortunes. His was a constructive

genius, he built and that which he built was of great benefit to his fellowmen.

Chicago had not completed two decades after the incorporation of the city when

he became one of her residents and here found a field for his splendid powers

of organization that resulted in the attainment of notable success for himself,

but more than that constituted a most potent element in the upbuilding of this

city and in the development of the Mississippi valley. Active in the building

and management of railroads, he opened up large tracts of country so that its

natural resources were brought into close connection with the markets of the

world. The value and worth of such a service is immeasurable, for in its far

reaches it touches every department of business activity and achieves results

which otherwise could never be accomplished. 




Henry H. Porter was born December

7, 1835, in the little seaport town of Machias, in Washington county, Maine,

his parents being Rufus King and Lucy (Hedge) Porter, the former a native of

the Pine Tree state and the latter of Cape Cod, Massachusetts. His father was

an able lawyer and of considerable prominence both professionally and

politically. In a home of intellectual culture and natural refinement the son

spent his youthful days and his environment developed in him the traits of

character that made him ever a most honorable and upright man. Throughout his

career he had no false standards of life. He was taught to regard any honest

labor as worthy of respect and when at the age of fifteen years he put aside

his text-books to enter business circles he sought and secured a position as

clerk in a country store at Eastport, Maine. A little more than a year passed

and he then directed his steps westward. It was his intention to go to St.

Louis and eventually to California, but acting upon his father's advice he made

his way to Chicago, then a growing and flourishing city of about forty thousand

inhabitants. A lad of sixteen years, what did the future hold in store for him?

He already possessed a considerable knowledge of business and accounts, and

moreover there was about him an alert enterprising air that at once attracted

favorable attention. He obtained a situation and made his initial step in

business activity in this city as a clerk in the office of the Galena &

Chicago Union Railroad Company, of which John B. Turner, one of the pioneer

railroad builders of the west, was then president. This road, now one of the

main divisions of the Northwestern railway system, was then but seventy-five

miles in length and the track for thirty miles out of Chicago was laid with

scrap iron that had previously been used on what is now the New York Central

Railroad between Rochester and Niagara Falls. From that time until the close of

his active business career Mr. Porter was interested almost continuously in the

construction and management of railroads tributary to Chicago. There were then

only six railway lines entering the city and but two of these, the Chicago

& Rock Island and the Galena & Chicago Union extended west of the city.

There were no lines beyond the Mississippi and no connecting road between

Chicago and St. Louis or Chicago and Milwaukee. Mr. Porter entered upon his

duties at a salary of four hundred dollars per year and made his home in a

little frame dwelling that stood on Randolph, just east of State street. His

diligence, determination and loyalty soon won him promotions, to the position

of paymaster, claim agent and general ticket agent. He remained with the Galena

& Chicago Union until 1860, when he resigned to accept the position of

station agent in Chicago for the Michigan Southern & Northern Indiana

Railroad, now a part of the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern system, its line

then extending from Chicago to Toledo and Detroit. Rapid advancement through

intermediate positions in three years made him general superintendent when but

twenty-seven years of age. He held the office through the period of the Civil

war and was active in transporting troops and supplies to the Union armies. His

first promotion with this road made him general freight agent and in 1863 he

became general superintendent, thus serving until 1865 and enjoying the

distinction of being the youngest superintendent of an important railroad in the

United States. In 1866 he formed a partnership with Jesse Spalding for the

manufacture of lumber in northern Wisconsin and the upper peninsula of

Michigan. There was an extraordinary demand for manufactured lumber and the

mills of the firm reached an average annual output of thirty million feet. Mr.

Porter's business affiliations still remained in Chicago and by degrees he

became connected with a number of important corporations in this city,

including the First National Bank in which he held a position on the

directorate from 1867 until 1891, contributing in no small measure through his

sound judgment and keen discrimination to the success of the institution. In

1868 he became a director of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway

Company and continuously until his last years extended his railway connections

in the construction and management of railway lines which opened up the west

and northwest and made Chicago the railway center of America. He was elected to

the directorate of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company about 1870

and was general manager of the road from 1871 until 1876, and about the same

time he became a director of the Union Pacific Railroad. One of the railroad

operations in which he was concerned was the development of the West Wisconsin

Railroad, purchased by Mr. Porter and his associates in 1875. He was president

of the reorganized company and owing to his wise administration and executive

force, during a period of seven years, this road, under the name of the

Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Railroad, by construction and

consolidation became a line of more than twelve hundred and fifty miles of

railroad. The Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Railroad was purchased

and in 1882 the latter corporation, through the efforts of Mr. Porter and his

associates, pursued a similar course with the St. Paul & Duluth Railroad.

As president of the reorganized road Mr. Porter raised it to a high state of

efficiency and made it a most valuable property, retiring from the presidency

when this was accomplished. When it seemed that the Chicago & Great

Southern Railroad would go into bankruptcy Mr. Porter and his associates

purchased the line in 1886 and reorganized it under the name of the Chicago

& Indiana Coal Railway Company, extending the line to Brazil, Indiana. They

also consolidated with the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad, which they

purchased, and developed the united corporations under the name of the Chicago

& Eastern Illinois Railroad, now one of the important lines entering Chicago.






Mr. Porter was one of the

prominent factors in the development of the iron and steel industries of

Illinois. Following the failure of the United Iron & Steel Company of

Chicago he and several others purchased the entire property, brought new capital

and management into it and resumed business under a new organization known as

the Union Steel Company. After its rebuilding the plant became successful and

afterwards by consolidation with the North Chicago and Joliet Steel Companies

became a part of the Illinois Steel Company, the largest steel rail

manufacturing enterprise in the world. Mr. Porter was a leading spirit in

developing and promoting the extensive iron properties known as the Minnesota

Iron Company and the Duluth Iron Range Railroad in Minnesota. 




Mr. Porter later made a further

consolidation of the Illinois Steel Company, the Minnesota Iron Company, the

Duluth & Iron Range Railroad Company, the Minnesota Steamship Company and

the Lorain Steel Company, thereby forming the Federal Steel Company, of which

he was chairman of the board of directors until by further consolidation that

company became a part of the United States Steel Corporation. After the

formation of the United States Steel Corporation Mr. Porter retired from the

steel business, refusing an election to the board of directors of the United

States Steel Corporation, although he was strongly urged to become a director

of the corporation. In his business affairs Mr. Porter was closely associated

-with a group of New York men including Governor R. P. Flower, D. O. Mills,

David Dows, Benjamin Brewster, Heber R, Bishop and R. R. Cable of Chicago. 




In 1861 Mr. Porter was also

prominently concerned in laying out and developing the present stock-yards of

Chicago. He was a large factor in the reorganization and financing of the

Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company of Brooklyn, also the organizer of the Chicago

Transfer & Clearing Company and its associated company, the Chicago Union

Transfer Railway Company. This company's clearing yards for freight traffic

embodied his ideas for the settlement of Chicago's freight problems, and was

the only one of his enterprises in which he maintained an active interest until

the time of his death. He continued its president from its inception until his

demise. 




One who knows him intimately for

more than a quarter of a century said of him while he was still living;

"Mr. Porter is a man of quick perceptions, possessing a mind that is

particularly adapted to organization on a large scale. The analytic quality of

his mind enabled him to judge with remarkable accuracy and rapidity. The most

complicated problems coming before him are reduced to their simple elements

with extraordinary facility and the true nature and relationship of the several

parts perceived as if by magic. He is one of those rare men who have confidence

in their final conclusions. Having decided upon what is to be done he proceeds

straightway to its accomplishment, pursuing with relentless energy the object

for which he strives. Among the railroad men of the country he ranks as one of

the brightest of the age in the business." 




On the 8th of December, 1865, Mr.

Porter was married to Miss Eliza T. French, a daughter of George H. French, of

Chicago. They became the parents of three children: Katharine, the wife of Dr.

George S. Isham; H. H., Jr.; and George F. Porter. The death of Mr. Porter

occurred on the 31st of March, 1910. He had continued his residence in Chicago

until 1898, when he removed to New York for the better supervision of his

interests, although he maintained a home at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, and there

spent the summer months. 




He never took a salary for any

position that he held after 1880, nor did he receive any compensation for his

services in connection with any of the interests he worked for excepting such

as came to him naturally as his interest as a stockholder or owner in the

property, and which he was always particular should be on the same basis as

that of every other owner. Although constantly at the head of various

corporations in which he was interested, and devoting thereto his whole time

and energies, he preferred to be independent. He was well-known in the club

circle of Chicago, becoming one of the early members of the Commercial, Chicago

and Union Clubs, and later of the Mid-Day and Saddle and Cycle Clubs. In New

York his membership was with the Metropolitan Club. He never courted public

attention but the extent and importance of his business affairs made him

prominent. 




At his death the Chicago Tribune

said editorially: "H. H. Porter was one of Chicago's constructive captains

of industry. His faith in the future of the city and its contributing territory

gave him a wide outlook, a review of his life as the curtain falls reveals the

familiar combination of the wonderful opportunity afforded by the rapidly

expanding west and the industry and observant skill of an energetic son of the

east. Not every New Englander who 'went west' made good. But where the man and

the opportunity were rightly joined, as in Mr. Porter's case, results were

certain. The directorates of the Rock Island, Northwestern, the Omaha, Eastern

Illinois and Union Pacific railroads as well as many others profited by his

intelligent interest. He was a master builder. His eye was quick to see the

possibilities and his constructive mind soon made visions realities. Railroad

building, exploiting iron and steel, studying and solving problems of

transportation, seeking relief from congestion of freight traffic, finding

economies through wise combinations and union of endeavor, he had large share

in the development of organizations which will long profit because of his

business sense and administrative skill. For fifty-seven years he has been a

factor in Chicago's business life, winning success for himself, but while advancing

his own interests laying deep and broad foundations upon which others will

build to the glory of Chicago and the improvement of the middle west. By

inspiring others with his own faith he has made himself a citizen to be mourned

as a life covering more than the allotted three score years and ten is

ended." 




At the same time the following

editorial appeared in the Chicago Evening Post: 




"In 1853 Henry H. Porter had

the vision to see Chicago, with its six puny little railroads, grown into the

great transportation center of our inland empire. Fifty years later he had the

vision to foresee the inevitable coming of an age when successful railroading

must depend upon a far higher coefficient of economy and efficiency in

terminals and transfers. 




"It is perhaps characteristic

of our race that this imaginative energy should run strong in age as well as

youth. But Mr. Porter possessed it always in unusual quality and power. His

mind was free from the first moment when he shook his shoulders out above the

crowd. His ability to create, to reorganize, to expand, found full play because

he kept his horizon resolutely unnarrowed. 




"And the record of his

service in building the great middle west is wonderful even in this country

where one generation had to do the pioneering work accomplished in an older

civilization by the slow growth of centuries. Great railroad systems show today

the impress of his hand; important steamship lines and vast shipbuilding

companies bear witness to his achievements; the United States Steel Corporation,

the leader of all our corporate legion, preserves his constructive ideals in

its fundamental make-up. Iron and coal mines, coke ovens, lumber lands and

stockyards, from Minnesota to Pittsburgh, owe their development to his power to

see and foresee. 




"Mr. Porter never denied to

the city in which he lived aid and encouragement in any of the many efforts

made for her betterment. His public spirit was a very real thing, expressed not

in words but in deeds. 




"Taken all in all Henry H.

Porter was among the most powerful as well as among the quietest and least

known of the 'big men' of Chicago. His life work bore upon the growth of the

city to a degree comparable with that of George M, Pullman or Philip D. Armour.

His judgment, constantly sought by men charged with the weight of great

affairs, was a potent and active force in our history. Only after he is gone

will the community be able to form a true idea of the value and influence of

his life." 


















JOHN T. KELLY.




John T. Kelly, for twelve years

engaged in the undertaking business in Chicago, his native city, was born May

19, 1879. a son of John H. and Margaret (Carbery) Kelly, the former born in

Athens, New York, June 1, 1854, and the latter in Chicago. The mother's death

occurred June 1, 1890. The father was a son of Malachi Kelly, who brought his

family to Chicago in 1856, when the city bore little resemblance to the

metropolis of the present. He turned his attention to railway business, with

which he was connected until 1902, when he entered the undertaking business in

association with J. D. Dorran. Later he became connected with his son, John T.,

in business. In his family were five children: Malachi, who is employed as a

conductor on the Santa Fe Railroad; John T. of this review; Laura and

Josephine, at home; and William, who is freight agent with the Chicago River

& Indiana Railway in Chicago. Since the mother's death Mrs. Rose Kelly,

wife of Mr. Kelly's brother, has presided over the household and cared for the

children. 




John T. Kelly acquired a public

school education and in his youthful days worked at the painter's trade for a

time. He afterward followed in his father's footsteps by becoming connected

with railway interests, to which he devoted eleven years of his life. At

length, however, he determined to engage in the undertaking business and

entered the Baker & McConnaughey School of Embalming, in which he pursued a

full course and was graduated. He has been identified with the undertaking

business since 1905, conducting his interests at No. 2616 West Thirty-eighth

street. In 1912 he erected a building there and is well equipped for carrying

on the business. His building contains a chapel with a seating capacity of

forty-five and he has his own motor equipment for automobile service in the

conduct of funerals. He has been a member of the Chicago Undertakers

Association since he became identified with the business and was made a member

of its executive committee in 1916. His building has a frontage of forty-three

and a half feet and is two stories in height. He also owns a garage and is well

equipped to take care of funerals in the most satisfactory manner. His business

has steadily grown owing to the satisfaction of his patrons and has reached

very substantial proportions. 




Mr. Kelly is a member of St.

Agnes Catholic church. He also has membership in the Catholic Order of

Foresters and the Knights of Columbus and likewise with the Knights of The

Maccabees and the Fraternal Mystic Circle and the Brotherhood of Railway

Trainmen. In several of these organizations he has been called to office. He

served as treasurer of the Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen, has been an

official in the Knights of Columbus and president of the Fraternal Mystic

Circle. He is well-known in these different organizations and his social

qualities, in addition to his loyalty to the purposes of the societies, have

made him popular in their membership. 




A. C. CALDWELL.




A. C. Caldwell, who since 1903

has been engaged in the drug business in Pullman, where he has promoted

interests of large importance in that line, is also an active and

representative public-spirited citizen, keenly alive to the possibilities of

the city, and he works steadily for its further development and improvement. A

native of Canada, he was born on the 11th of May, 1874, and is a son of John

and Margaret Caldwell, who were farming people. He pursued a high school

education in his native country and afterward took up the profession of

teaching, which he followed for two years in Canada. He then determined to

cross the border into the United States with its keener competition but its

advancement more quickly secured. He came to Chicago in 1899 and, having had

four years' previous experience in pharmacy work, he here entered the employ of

S. C. Yeomans, who was conducting a drug store at Thirty-fourth and State

streets. He remained in Mr. Yeoman's employ for three years and afterward

accepted the position of manager of a store at Sixty-third and Wentworth

streets, continuing there for a few months. On the 1st of January, 1903, he

arrived in Pullman to accept the position of manager of the Foundry Pharmacy,

where he remained till this store was sold by its owners, C. M. Campbell &

Son. In 1907 he purchased a fourth interest in the Market Pharmacy from his

former employers, C. M. Campbell & Son, and has since acquired the entire

business. He was ambitious to engage in business on his own account and

utilized every opportunity leading to that end. At length he felt that his

experience was sufficient and his industry and economy had brought him

sufficient capital to acquire an interest in the store as indicated. This

business had been established by T. P. Struhsacker in 1891 and was located in

the Market building, which was destroyed by fire in 1893 but was rebuilt the

same year. The Market building is one of the historic structures of Pullman.

Mr. Caldwell is now proprietor of the best drug store in Pullman and has

developed a business of large and gratifying proportions. He carries an

extensive and well selected line of drugs and druggists' sundries and the

methods which he employs in the conduct of his house have ensured to him a

liberal patronage. He is ever courteous to his patrons, straightforward in his

dealings and progressive in his methods. 




In 1902 Mr. Caldwell was united

in marriage to Miss Emma Smith, a daughter of Alvis Smith and a native of West

Virginia. Mr. Caldwell holds membership with the Masonic fraternity, belonging

to Standard Lodge, No. 873, A. F. & A. M., and Pullman Chapter, No. 204, R.

A. M., of which he is a past high priest. His political allegiance is given to

the republican party and he is an active worker in its interests but has never

been a candidate for office. He stands for public progress and advancement at

all times, however, and is ever willing to lend his aid and co-operation to

measures for the general good. This is evidenced in the fact that he is now the

president of the Pullman Improvement Association and he is also a member of the

South End Business Men's Association. Along the line of his trade he has become

well-known, holding membership in the Chicago Retail Druggists Association, in

which for several years he served on the executive board, while in 1917 he was

elected to the presidency. He is also a member of the National Association of

Retail Druggists and a member of the American Pharmaceutical and the Illinois

Pharmaceutical Associations. He enjoys the high regard of colleagues and

contemporaries in the profession and at all times he does everything in his

power to advance the standards of the drug trade, while in the conduct of his

own establishment he renders to the public most efficient service. While he

possesses the laudable ambition of attaining a competence, he has never allowed

business to so monopolize his time that he has had no chance to aid in public

affairs, but has ever recognized his duties of citizenship and has put forth

earnest and effective effort for the general welfare. 




EDWARD L. DUNSTAN.




Edward L. Dunstan established an

undertaking business in Chicago in 1888 at 796 West Madison street. He has

since remained at the same location, although in the renumbering of the city

streets his location is known as 2015 West Madison street. The name of Dunstan

has become a synonym of satisfactory service to all who have employed him and

the good words spoken of him by his patrons have won to him a constantly

increasing patronage. He was born in Hamilton, Canada, in 1857, a son of Robert

W. and Eliza H. (Distin) Dunstan, the latter a daughter of William L. Distin,

who was mayor of Hamilton, Canada. Born in England, on crossing the Atlantic,

he made his way to the United States and was owner of a steamer on the Ohio

river but afterward removed to Canada. In the late '50s Robert W. Dunstan

established his family in St. Louis, where he engaged in the mortgage and loan

business. In 1869 he became a resident of Chicago, where he joined his brothers

in the dry goods business, but their establishment was destroyed in the great

conflagration of October, 1871. After the fire he became connected with the

branch store of the firm at Racine, Wisconsin. There were five brothers

associated in the mercantile business, having several stores. In the year 1880

Robert W. Dunstan lost his life by drowning in the Tallahatchie river in

Mississippi. His widow survived him for almost thirty-five years and departed

this life January 15, 1914, at the notable old age of ninety-three years. 




Liberal educational opportunities

were accorded Edward L. Dunstan and after attending the Chicago University he

entered the dry goods business in connection with his father and subsequently

became identified with the Chicago Title & Trust Company, thus becoming

well-known in connection with financial interests of the city. He entered the

undertaking business in 1888, opening an establishment at 796 West Madison

street, and through all the intervening years he has carried on business at the

same place, his store being twenty-five by sixty feet. He has a chapel there

and has auto equipment for the conduct of the business. For many years he has

been a member of the Chicago Undertakers Association, of which at one time he

served as treasurer. 




In 1897 Mr. Dunstan was married

to Miss Anna K. Cooke, of Kincardine, Canada, who is a well-known short story

writer for the Daily News. Mr. Dunstan is prominently known in Masonic circles,

belonging to Garfield Lodge, No. 686, A. F. & A. M.; St. Cecelia Chapter,

No. 220, R. A. M.; Columbia Commandery, K. T.; and to the Mystic Shrine. He is

also identified with I Will Lodge, No. 141, I. O. O. F., of which he has been

treasurer for the past twenty-three years. His membership connections likewise

extend to Royal Oak Lodge No. 400 of the Sons of St. George, to Umatilla Court

of the Independent Order of Foresters, to Madison Lodge of the Columbian

Knights, the Knights of Pythias and the Chicago Anglers Club. He is also a

member of St. Andrew's Episcopal church, in which he is a past vestryman, and

his political allegiance is given to the republican party, which he stanchly

supports at the polls, but he has never sought office as a reward for party

fealty. Those who know him, and he has a wide acquaintance, esteem him as a man

of genuine worth and he has an extensive circle of friends throughout the

western section of the city and in fact throughout the entire limits of

Chicago, where from early boyhood he has made his home. 




JOHN WILLIAM SCOTT.




Among those who are dominating

figures in the mercantile circles of Chicago is numbered John William Scott, a

partner in the great dry-goods establishment of Carson, Pirie, Scott &

Company. He was born at Ottawa, Illinois. March 24, 1870, and is a son of John

Edwin and Harriet Emma (Hossack) Scott. At the usual age he began his education

which he continued through successive grades in the public and high schools of

his native city, finishing with a year's study in Brown University of Rhode

Island. He was a young man of nineteen years when he became connected with the

house in which he is now a partner. The business was established in 1854 and

has become one of the most reliable and substantial mercantile enterprises of

the country. On the 1st day of January, 1901, he was admitted to partnership

and has since been actively identified with its progress. Extensive wholesale

and retail establishments are maintained and the latter draws its patronage

from among Chicago's most substantial residences, while the former reaches out

in its ramifying trade interests to all sections of the country. The business

is conducted along the most modern and progressive lines and furnishes to the

patrons not only the most attractive articles of American manufacture but the

leading importations as well. The business has been carefully systematized so

that with a minimum expenditure of time and labor, maximum results are

achieved. An attractive home life had its beginning in the marriage at Troy,

New York, October 3. 1899, of John W. Scott to Miss Emily Cluett, a daughter of

Robert Cluett. They have two daughters, Elizabeth and Barbara. The family

residence is maintained at Hubbard Woods, Illinois. Mr. Scott holds membership

with the Chicago Club, the University Club, the City Club, the Onwentsia Club,

the Saddle and Cycle Club, and is also identified with organized movements for

the development of trade interests, business connections and municipal progress

put forth by the Commercial Club to which he also belongs. 




FRANK H. KETCHAM.




Frank H. Ketcham, a member of the

Illinois undertakers' examining board and one who has ever stood for the

highest standards of the profession, enjoys the sincere regard of his business

colleagues and contemporaries as is shown in the fact that he has been honored

with the presidency of both the Chicago Undertakers Association and the State

Undertakers Association. He was born in West Chicago, DuPage county, Illinois,

March 9, 1856, his parents being Emanuel H. and Jane A. (Sherman) Ketcham. The

father removed from Pennsylvania to Illinois in 1854 and engaged in business as

a millwright, but both he and his wife have now passed away. 




Frank H. Ketcham acquired a

public school education and after his textbooks were put aside devoted twenty

years to the telegraph business, acting as a messenger boy for the Western

Union at the time of the Chicago fire in 1871. He gradually worked his way

upward in that connection and became telegraph operator at the stock yards. He

was afterward for six years manager for the Baltimore & Ohio Telegraph

Company, which subsequently consolidated with the Western Union, and he served

for five years as postmaster of the stock yards postal station under President

Harrison. He has been in the undertaking business since 1896, in which year he

opened an establishment at No. 719 Garfield boulevard. In 1914 he leased other

space in the same building, which is situated at the corner of Halsted street

and Garfield boulevard, his present number being 5509 South Halsted. He has a

well-appointed chapel with seating capacity for seventy people, has motor

equipment and an undertaking establishment which is well appointed in every

particular. Since turning his attention to this business he has been a member

of the Chicago Undertakers Association and was elected to the presidency and

was afterward chosen president of the state association. He served as chairman

of the executive committee of the National Association and for a number of

years acted as a member of the transportation committee, which is one of the

most important of the association. He is at the present time third vice

president of the National Funeral Directors Association. Moreover, he has taken

an active part in promoting legislation pertaining to the profession and served

on the legislative committee of the state association for many years. He has

also served on the board of examiners for the state since the law was passed

requiring such a board. He has ever held to the highest professional standards

and believes in exacting a degree of proficiency that will render the best

possible service and promote the most sanitary conditions. 




In 1881 Mr. Ketcham was united in

marriage to Miss Ella F, Knight, of Boston, Massachusetts, and their children

are: Nessie, who is the wife of Harvey F. Stadle, of Blue Island, Illinois;

Olive, deceased; Edna, the wife of Ellis D. Cauble, who is associated with Mr.

Ketcham in business; Mattie J., the wife of Arthur W. Sherlock, also a resident

of Chicago; and Frank H., Jr., who is in business with his father and who

married Frances Follich, of Saybrook, Illinois. 




Mr. Ketcham is prominently known

in Masonic circles. He belongs to Boulevard Lodge, No. 882, A. F. & A. M.;

to Delta Chapter, No. 91, R. A. M.; Temple Council, No. 191, R. & S. M.;

Mizpah Commandery, No. 83, K. T.; and Medina Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He

likewise has membership in Columbia Chapter, No. 210, O. E. S. He belongs to

Golden Rod Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and Pinzon Lodge, No.

1, of the Order of Columbia Circle. His political endorsement is given to the

republican party, to which he gives stalwart support at the polls but has never

been an office seeker. His religious faith is indicated by his membership in

the Methodist church. Those who know him, and he has a wide acquaintance,

esteem him highly. He is a "good mixer," or in other words has a

social, genial disposition and an unfailing courtesy that make him popular with

his fellowmen. 




WASHINGTON HESING.




It was not alone in one field

that Washington Hesing left the impress of his individuality upon Chicago, her

public thought and activities. The breadth of his own knowledge was constantly

reflected in the policy of the Staats Zeitung and the measures which were

advocated in its columns. He studied questions of vital import from the

standpoint of the statesman and of the practical man of affairs, and his ideas

contained elements of interest and instruction to the former as well as to the

latter. In the forces which worked for civic righteousness, for political

integrity and municipal progress he was a potent factor and his life record

added luster to the untarnished family name of Hesing which had become familiar

to the citizens of Chicago as borne by his father, Anthony C. Hesing. Of German

nativity, the father was born in the grand duchy of Oldenburg, Germany, in

1823, and, left an orphan at the age of fifteen years, started out in the world

alone, meeting with severe treatment from an unjust guardian who apprenticed

him to the trade of a baker and brewer and two years later gave him from his

patrimony of one thousand thalers a sufficient sum to pay his passage to

America, leaving him with a capital of only five dollars with which to begin

life in the new world. His indebtedness amounted to five dollars when he

reached Cincinnati, but he at once sought and obtained employment, acting as

clerk in a grocery store in that city for two years, and in the meantime saved

from his earnings a sufficient amount to enable him to begin business on his

own account in 1842. Success attended him through the ensuing six years and he

then sold his store in order to erect a hotel, of which he remained proprietor

until 1854. In the latter year he became a resident of Chicago and was

associated with Charles P. Dole in the brick manufacturing business until the

wide-spread financial panic of 1857 made him a victim. His fellow townsmen,

however, appreciative of his ability and fidelity in citizenship, elected him

on the republican ticket to the office of county sheriff in 1860 and upon the

close of his two years' term, in 1862, he purchased from Mr. Hoeffgen his

interest in the Staats Zeitung, of which he assumed the business management.

The purchase of the interest of Lorenz Brentano made him sole proprietor in

1867, and he thus continued until 1871, when he was joined in business by his

son, Washington Hesing, father and son remaining the chief factors in shaping

the policy and molding the destiny of the paper until called from this life. 




Anthony C. Hesing was for many

years perhaps the most prominent of the German-American citizens of Chicago. He

was the first representative of his nation to hold an important elective office

in the state, and while acting as sheriff he did much for his adopted country

in recruiting soldiers for the Union, taking active part in the organization of

the Twenty-fourth and Eighty-second Infantry Regiments and Chambeck's Dragoons.

On becoming a naturalized American citizen he supported the whig party and

while still residing in Ohio was made a member of the Hamilton county committee

of that party. His position on all vital questions was that of leadership and

his attitude that of reform. He watched with the keenest interest the shaping

of events that preceded and followed the outbreak of the Civil war, becoming an

advocate of the republican party on its organization and when the work of

reconstruction commenced was found on the radical side of the question. His

labors were regarded as a resultant factor in the winning of republican

victories during the congressional campaign of 1866, but he never sought office

for himself. It was after this that he turned his attention to journalism,

sparing neither time, labor nor expense in improving the paper. Having a clear,

powerful and patriotic purpose, and being careful withal to reflect as well as

guide the public sentiment of his country, all who knew him came to respect his

opinions and heed his suggestions. Aside from his connection with the Staats

Zeitung he was one of the promoters of the Schiller Theater and also active in

the building and support of the Home for the Aged at Altenheim. A. C. Hesing

took a leading part in the affairs of this institution and his interest therein

was keen and constant. He gave liberally to charity and benevolent work, yet

never ostentatiously. His -wife died in 1886. He lived in comparative

retirement after her death but his last act was writing an article for

publication in the Staats Zeitung over his oath signature, when his feelings

were deeply aroused by reading of the act of the city council in passing

another boodle franchise ordinance, March 30, 1895. Then death came. His last

utterance breathed forth the patriotic spirit which was ever the expression of

his attachment to his adopted land. 




Upon a visit to his native land

in 1847 Anthony C. Hesing married Louisa Lamping, whom he brought as his bride

to the United States, establishing their home in Cincinnati. There on the 14th

of May, 1849, the birth of Washington Hesing occurred. His parents, realizing

the value of education, saw to it that he attended school, nor was he loath to

do this, until 1861. He then visited Europe and following his return became a

student in the University of St. Mary's of the Lake, where he remained until

July, 1863. He afterward spent a year in study in the University of Chicago and

also prepared for admission to Yale College under the direction of Dr.

Quackenboss. He entered the university at New Haven in 1866, pursuing a

classical course and winning the degree of Bachelor of Arts upon his graduation

in June, 1870. Even yet his education was not considered complete, for he went

abroad, spending some time in attending lectures in Berlin and Heidelberg

Universities, devoting himself to the study of political economy, international

law and science of government, history and German literature. When the great

fire of October, 1871, destroyed his father's office and printing

establishment, Washington Hesing deemed it his duty to return home, and from

that time forward until his death was an active factor in the management of the

Illinois Staats Zeitung. This is known as the most powerful German-American

paper in the country with possibly the exception of the New York Staats

Zeitung. Although the plant was destroyed by fire in 1871. the publication of

the paper was resumed a few days later under control of A. C. Hesing and Herman

Roster. Sixteen months after the fire the Zeitung was housed in a substantial

building that had been erected at the corner of Fifth avenue and Washington

streets. In 1880 Mr. Roster retired from the ownership, at which time A. C. and

Washington Hesing became sole proprietors and publishers. The son assumed the

position of managing editor at that time and so remained until his demise. His

study abroad as well as his nationality had given him an understanding of the

German nature and through the columns of his paper he addressed himself to the

public in such manner that the Zeitung became one of the most influential

papers in molding public opinion among the German-American citizens of the

middle west. 




From the time he attained his

majority Mr. Hesing was recognized as one of the young leaders in political

circles in this city. He was but twenty-three years of age when he

distinguished himself by a series of eloquent addresses delivered in both the

English and German languages, in which he championed the cause of General U. S.

Grant, then a candidate for the presidency. He was but twenty-three years of age

when he was appointed a member of the board of education and he would have been

reappointed by Mayor Joseph Medill had he not refused to continue longer in the

office. While serving on the board he was made a member of the committee on

German and in a report of that committee advocated the system of grading the

German studies as the English were graded. This report was adopted by the board

and the proposed system has since that time been in practice. In August, 1880,

he was chosen a member of the county board of education. In the meantime his

political views had undergone a change. No longer in sympathy with the

principles and policy of the republican party, he espoused the cause of the

democracy and remained thereafter an advocate of its platform, although bitter

partisanship was never a factor in his political activity. He was actuated

first of all by a desire for good government and for freedom from misrule in

municipal affairs, and manifested the strong strain of patriotic attachment to

the interests of the nation that had been one of his father's marked

characteristics. During President Cleveland's second administration he was

appointed postmaster of Chicago in 1894 and served until his resignation in

1898. His administration was one of the most able, progressive and businesslike

in the history of that office and he might be called the father of the present

main post-office building in Chicago. It was largely through his tireless

effort and personal labor both in Washington and Chicago that the project of a

new structure was carried through. As evidence of his high standing an incident

may be related. Soon after his resignation he was one of a body of prominent

Chicago citizens attending a meeting in Nashville, Tennessee, at which

President and Mrs. William McKinley were also present. Mr. Hesing, being an

acquaintance of the president, was introduced to Mrs. McKinley as "the

former postmaster of Chicago who could have remained in the office had he so

desired." Mr. Hesing resigned the office during President McKinley 's

administration and hence the significance of the president's comment. He was

the originator of the substation plan in connection with the Chicago

post-office. 




On the 6th of July, 1870, Mr.

Hesing was married to Miss Henrietta Candee Weir, a daughter of Samuel and

Adeline (Candee) Weir, of New Haven, Connecticut. Her father became associated

with General Humphrey in the manufacture of broadcloth at Humphreysville, now

Seymour, Connecticut. It was the first undertaking of this kind, in the country

and Mr. Weir manufactured the inauguration suit of President Jackson, made of

broadcloth, receiving fifty dollars in gold for it. He was a son of Samuel

Weir, Sr., who was one of Washington's body-guard in the Revolutionary war and

resided in Fairfield, Connecticut. The early ancestors of the Weir and Candee

families were active and prominent in shaping the history of New England during

the formative and later periods. The Candees were of French descent and the

Weirs of Scotch lineage. 




The death of Washington Hesing

occurred on the 18th of December, 1897. For a great many years he had been

managing editor for the Staats Zeitung, which had been made a most influential

force among the German-American citizens in support of reform, progress and

improvement. Aside from his efforts in support of good government through the

columns of his paper, Mr. Hesing did much in a private capacity to uphold the

interests of city and nation. He served as president of the Garfield Park

Association and was a member of the Iroquois and Press Clubs. He was well-known

as a horseman and frequently was seen driving a fine team upon the boulevards

of the city. He loved travel and art and indulged his fondness for both, and

neither was disassociated from his student proclivities. He was ever an

interested and keen observer wherever he went, whether in the art galleries or

the old world or in shaping the history of modern days in the life of his home

city. Progress and patriotism might well be termed the key to his character and

his life was an intellectual advancement that found expression in tangible and

beneficial results. 




BARNEY GREIN.




Barney Grein, a well-known

representative of the undertaking business in Chicago, is numbered among the

native sons of Illinois, his birth having occurred in Mendota on the 22d of

December, 1859. He attended the parochial schools in the days of his boyhood

and youth and afterward learned the cigar maker's trade. In 1877 he made his

initial step in connection with the undertaking business by entering the employ

of Cornelius Birren, a well-known undertaker of Chicago, and for a decade he

remained in the service of others, but ambitious to engage in business on his

own account, he utilized every opportunity that would bring to him capital

sufficient to enable him to take the desired step. It was in 1887 that he began

business for himself at 1727 Larrabee street. He prospered in his undertakings,

securing a liberal patronage, and in 1902 he erected a building at No. 1723

Larrabee street, with twenty-five feet front and three stories in height. In it

is a modern chapel capable of seating one hundred, and this was one of the

first chapels in any undertaking establishment on the north side. After

successfully conducting his business on Larrabee street for a number of years

Mr. Grein further extended his interests by the opening of another

establishment at No. 2110 Irving Park boulevard in 1912. He there purchased a

three-story building and has a chapel seating one hundred and fifty people. The

business at that point is managed by his son Joseph, while Mr. Grein and his

son Henry conduct the Larrabee street place. He is well-known as a prominent

and leading member of the Chicago Undertakers Association, of which he has

served as the treasurer for many years. 




In 1883 Mr. Grein was united in

marriage to Miss Barbara Bartzen, of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and to them have

been born four children: Joseph, who is associated with his father in business,

having charge of the Irving Park boulevard parlors; Anna, who is the wife of

Peter Weber, of Chicago; Alma, the wife of Paul Kohnen, also of Chicago; and

Henry, who is a partner of his father. 




The religious faith of the family

is that of the Catholic church and Mr. Grein has membership in St. Michael's,

in the work of which he takes an active and helpful part. He belongs to the

Independent Order of Foresters and to the Catholic Order of Foresters. In

politics he is a democrat but has never been ambitious to hold office,

preferring always to concentrate his efforts and attention upon his business

interests, which have been wisely and carefully conducted, and by reason of his

close application, his persistent purpose and his earnest desire to please his

patrons he has built up a business of extensive and substantial proportions. 




WILLIAM ADOLPHUS

PETERSON.




Americans are often accused of a

too forcible desire for the accumulation of money, thus losing sight of the

main objects of life, which are service to others and the development of the

highest powers of the individual. The charge, however, cannot truly be brought

against many intelligent and public-spirited citizens of Chicago, among whom

may be named William Adolphus Peterson, proprietor of the Peterson Nursery. He

is the largest holder of land within the limits of Chicago and the head of one

of the great business enterprises of the country, Mr. Peterson is also one of

the leaders in religious, educational and philanthropic work and his efforts in

those important lines, as in the field of business, have met with gratifying success.

He was born in the old homestead at Lincoln and Peterson avenues, Chicago,

April 29, 1867, the only child of Peter S. and Mary (Gage) Peterson, record of

whom appears elsewhere in this work. 




Mr. Peterson of this review

attended the public schools and later became a student of the Evanston high

school from which lie was graduated in 1885. Immediately after leaving high

school he entered the nursery business of his father and upon the death of the

latter succeeded him as sole proprietor of the Peterson Nursery. This nursery

was established in 1856 and comprised four hundred and fifty acres, all of

which are within the city limits. A short time ago, however, Mr. Peterson

disposed of sixty acres for the location of a tuberculosis hospital, but he is

still the largest holder of land in the city of Chicago. Under his management

the business has continued to grow in volume and popularity and he is today at

the head of the largest ornamental nursery in America. He has a practical

knowledge of all the details of the business from the time of planting the seed

until the delivery has been made to the customer. He is the originator of

several new varieties of peonies and also of a beautiful new ash which is now

universally known as the Peterson Bronze Ash. 




Mr. Peterson has found time aside

from his regular business to assist materially in the promotion of a number of

important enterprises. He is a member of the board of directors of the State

Bank of Chicago; a trustee of the McCormick Theological Seminary and the Moody

Bible Institute; treasurer and trustee of the Olivet Institute; and a director

of the School of Domestic Arts and Sciences. He has taken a great interest in

civic affairs and is a member of the City Plans Commission of Chicago; of the

Association of Commerce; and of the Civic Association of America, in the latter

of which he was very active for a number of years. He is also a member of the

Campus Commission of the Northwestern University and has shown his willingness

at all times to assist in promoting the highest interests of his native city

and its institutions. His principal activity, outside of business, has been

along lines of church and Sunday school work. He is president of the board of

trustees of the Bowmanville Congregational church and for thirteen years has

been superintendent of its Sunday school, while he acted as deacon from 1892 to

1904. He is now an elder in the Edgewater Presbyterian church, and for six and

one-half years has been leader of the Young: Men's Bible Class of that organization.

His interest in Sunday school work dates from the time he was twelve years of

age and has continued unabated. He is now filling the highest position in the

gift of the Sunday schools of Cook county — that of president of the Cook

County Sunday School Association and he is as well treasurer of the

International Sunday School Association. He is treasurer of the Laymen's

Evangelical Council and has been active in the promotion of the Presbyterian

Brotherhood since 1904, serving as its president in 1907. He has spoken

extensively before civic and religious bodies and is the author of numerous

tracts and Bible study talks. 




On the 2d of August, 1892, Mr.

Peterson was married to Miss Mary Hill, a daughter of Thomas Clarkson Hill, of

Western Springs, Illinois, the father being a member of the Society of Friends

and one of the founders of Western Springs. Mrs. Peterson is a lady of rare

personal and intellectual powers and, like her husband, is very active in

religious work. 




The family reside at the old homestead,

at Lincoln and Peterson avenues, a beautiful country place within the city

limits. Here was formerly the site of Indian villages from which Mr. Peterson

has collected many relics. These relics with others he has gathered from all

parts of the world, comprise a collection of ten thousand specimens, all of

which are classified and arranged to show the similarity in advancement of

primitive people of various parts of the globe at the same period. He is also a

collector of old books and manuscripts and has over four thousand specimens,

some of which are probably the oldest in Chicago. He has traveled extensively

and spent much time in Sweden, the birthplace of his father, in which country

he has always taken a keen interest. He was three times presented to King Oscar

and once to the present king, Gustavus V., who in 1909 presented him with the

insignia of Knight of the Order of Vasa, a distinction conferred upon civilians

in recognition of their having achieved distinction in peaceful pursuits. Mr.

Peterson is the fifth citizen of the United States to receive this decoration. 




Socially he and his wife are

prominent in the city. He is a member of the Union League, City, and Glen View

Country Clubs and can claim a host of friends in those organizations and also

throughout the entire country. A wide-awake and progressive man, he also

possesses an abiding interest and enthusiasm in the promotion of the general

good, and his greatest happiness is found in promoting the permanent welfare of

his fellows. It is men of this class who encourage others to help themselves

and who are acknowledged today as among the world's greatest benefactors. 




WILLIAM J. O'NEIL.




William J. O'Neil, whose

residence in Chicago dates from 1890, in which year he established an

undertaking business on Grand avenue, was born in Ireland on the 10th of March,

1848, a son of Philip and Bridget O'Neil, who came to the United States in the

'50s and settled in Troy, New York, where they spent their remaining days. 




It was in that city that William J.

O'Neil was reared and in its public schools he acquired his education. After

his textbooks were put aside he entered the grocery business, with which he was

associated until 1884, when he turned his attention to the undertaking

business, which he followed in the east until 1890. It was on the 28th of

October of that year that he arrived in Chicago and soon afterward he opened an

undertaking establishment at 428 West Grand avenue, which was the old number.

In 1899 he erected a building at 1618 West Grand avenue with a frontage of

seventy-five feet. A part of this he rents, his undertaking parlors having a

frontage of twenty-five feet. The building is two stories in height and the

chapel has a seating capacity of fifty. With the growth of his business he opened

another establishment in May, 1910, at No. 5046 West Chicago avenue, in that

section of the city known as Austin. He became one of the charter members of

the Chicago Undertakers Association, with which he is identified. 




It would be incorrect to state

that Mr. O'Neil has been identified with Chicago since 1890, for he first

visited the city in April, 1865, and was employed in a brush factory, remaining

at the time for fifteen months, after which he returned to Troy, New York.

Later, in 1871, he came to Chicago, where he remained for three years in the

sand business and assisted in the rebuilding of the city after the fire. 




In 1877 Mr. O'Neil was united in

marriage to Miss Sarah Hannah, of Troy, New York, and to them have been born

three children: James, who is in business with his father; Sarah; and William,

who is also in business with his father, having charge of the second

establishment at No. 5046 West Chicago Avenue. 




The religious faith of the family

is that of the Catholic church, they being communicants of St. Columbkilles

church. Mr. O'Neil is also identified with the Catholic Order of Foresters, the

Knights of Columbus, the Knights of The Maccabees, the Columbian Knights and in

politics he is an independent democrat. 




LAMBERT TREE.




The progress of today makes the

history of tomorrow, and because of the important and helpful part he took in

shaping the events of vital importance to Chicago, Lambert Tree left an

indelible impress upon the history of the city. Distinguished as a lawyer and

jurist, he was equally widely known and honored by reason of the many

progressive public movements which he instituted and aided and which

constituted tangible evidence of his devotion to the city's welfare. At the

time of his death, which occurred October 9, 1910, the Record Herald said

editorially: "Chicago has lost one of her ablest and best citizens. His

active participation in public affairs came to an end years ago, but his

interest in important civic questions and movements continued undiminished up to

the moment of his passing. Old friends and younger men have had the benefit of

his advice, his ripe knowledge, his wide experience and his uncompromising

loyalty to principle and conviction." 




Mr. Tree was a native of

Washington, his birth having occurred in the capital city November 29, 1832. He

belonged to a family founded in America in 1635, when representatives of the

name settled in Maryland. His parents were Lambert and Laura M. (Burrows) Tree

and in both lines he was descended from Revolutionary stock. His paternal

grandfather was a captain of artillery in the Revolutionary war and was killed

at the battle of Trenton. His maternal grandfather. General Burrows, served

throughout the war for independence and was a functionary of the government

when it removed from Philadelphia to Washington. His father was also at one

time a soldier and for a considerable period was in the government employ at

Washington, where the family enjoyed the entree of the best society of the

capital, so that in his youth Lambert Tree met several presidents and many of

the statesmen whose names have become an inseparable part of the country's

history. 




Lambert Tree acquired his early

education under private tutors and in preparation for the bar attended the

University of Virginia, from which he was graduated with the Bachelor of Law

degree in 1855. He then returned to Washington, where he entered the law office

of James Mandeville Carlisle, then a celebrated lawyer. It was while in this

office that Mr. Tree first met Rufus Choate, who spoke to Mr. Carlisle of his

wish to secure someone who could take down in longhand (for there were no

stenographers in those days) an argument he M-as to deliver in the supreme

court. Mr. Tree had had some practice in this work in taking down debates from

the senate galleries and volunteered to aid Choate, who accepted the offer. On

the 15th of October, 1855, Mr. Tree was admitted to the bar in Washington.

Immediately he gave up his position in Mr. Carlisle's office and at the advice

of Senator Stephen A. Douglas concerning a favorable location in the west, came

to Chicago and entered at once upon the active work of a profession in which

advancement must depend upon individual merit, fortunate environment or family

connection contributing little to success at the bar. However, no dreary

novitiate awaited him. He soon proved his ability and came to be recognized as

one of the foremost representatives of the legal profession in the middle of

the nineteenth century — a position which the consensus of opinion accorded him

throughout the remainder of his life. Mr. Tree brought with him to Chicago a

letter of introduction to John M. Douglas, who had just been appointed attorney

for the Illinois Central Railroad and who offered Mr. Tree a position in his

office at a salary of twelve hundred dollars a year. This was considered a

large salary for that day but he declined the offer, wishing to engage in

general practice. During the first week of his residence in Chicago he won his

first case as defending counsel for the Illinois Central Railroad against

Murray F. Tuley. His fee was ten dollars. Not long afterward he became a

partner in the firm of Clarkson & Tree, with offices at the southeast

corner of Clark and Lake streets. It was there that he first met Abraham Lincoln,

who had come from Springfield to Chicago on a matter of business and desired to

consult a law book, for which purpose he visited the office of Clarkson &

Tree, who possessed one of the best law libraries of the city. Then began a

friendship between the two men that was terminated only in the death of the

martyred president. 




In 1864 Mr. Tree was called to

his first office, being made president of the Law Institute and from 1870 until

1875 sat upon the circuit bench. His legal and judicial history are indeed a

credit to a bar which has numbered some of the most distinguished men of the

nation. One of his first official acts was to deliver a vigorous charge to the

grand jury to investigate rumors of corruption and bribery in the city council.

The result was numerous indictments and the conviction and punishment of a

score or more of aldermen for accepting bribes. The trial attracted widespread

attention at the time and was the first conviction for the offense in Illinois.

Judge Tree conducted himself with such signal dignity, honor and justice

through this delicate situation that in 1873 he was made the candidate of his

party for the full term and was elected without opposition. The strenuous

duties of the office, however, impaired his health and at the close of his term

he went abroad, where he took up the study of French, Italian, German and

Spanish and upon his return to his native land could fluently speak all those

tongues. 




Too catholic in his interests to

limit his efforts to a single line, Mr. Tree became recognized as a leader in

public thought and opinion and his activities were resultant factors in the

attainment of ends which have constituted a chief source of Chicago's greatness

and power. He was three times a candidate for congress, although he knew that

there was no hope of election. Each time, however, the majorities against him

were smaller, indicating his growing popularity and the confidence reposed in

him by his fellow townsmen. In 1885 he was the democratic candidate for United

States senator and his personal popularity and the recognition of his ability

carried him within one vote of election, John A. Logan being the successful

candidate. During the previous year he had been delegate at large from Illinois

to the democratic national convention. He received appointment from President

Cleveland to the position of United States minister to Belgium. He remained

abroad for three years and during his residence in Brussels represented the

United States government in the international congress for the reform of

commercial and maritime law, an assemblage of representatives of all civilized

nations of the world. In September, 1885, he was appointed the United States

minister to Russia and continued there through the remainder of President

Cleveland's administration. He was appointed by President Harrison the

democratic member of the monetary commission which convened in Washington in

January, 1891, and settled monetary questions between all South American

republics, Mexico and the United States. His keen insight into the vital

questions there discussed constituted an element in the important work that was

done. 




Mr. Tree became one of the

incorporators of the American Red Cross. He took a warm interest in the work of

the international conference held at Brussels in 1889 for the purpose of

framing a treaty for the suppression of the African slave trade, and he had

much influence in rescuing from defeat a treaty which the conference framed.

Numerous contributions from his pen explained the provisions of the treaty and

it was ratified finally by the United States senate. In Chicago the labors of

Mr. Tree were equally varied and efficacious. He was from 189S until 1897

president of the Illinois State Historical Library and was at one-time vice

president of the Chicago Historical Society, being keenly interested in

perpetuating in enduring form the record of those events which have shaped the

city's history. He was also a life trustee of the Newberry Library. In more

material lines he was a director of the Merchants Loan & Trust Company, of

the Chicago Safe Deposit Company and the Chicago Edison Company. In 1889 he

presented to the city a beautiful bronze statue of La Salle and in 1894 a

bronze statue of a Sioux warrior, entitled "A Signal of Peace." Both

of these adorn Lincoln Park. Just prior to the World's Columbian Exposition his

democratic friends urged him to become a candidate for the mayoralty but this

he declined to do. "Lambert Tree was a democrat of the old school,"

said Roger C. Sullivan at the time of his death, "and one of the finest

gentlemen of his time. Chicago loses one of its greatest citizens and the whole

democratic party and the entire nation loses one whose services for good cannot

be overestimated." After his retirement from diplomatic service he gave

his attention to the supervision of his personal and invested interests. He had

in the early years of his residence in Chicago become largely interested in

real estate and he left a valuable fortune, much of which was in property. 




Mr. Tree was married in 1859 to

Miss Anna J. Magie, a daughter of H. H. Magie, a Chicago pioneer, and to them

was born a son, Arthur Magie Tree, who married Ethel, a daughter of Marshall

Field, by whom he had three children, of whom but one, Ronald Lambert Tree,

born September 26, 1897, is now living. 




Mr. Tree was a member of the

Chicago and Iroquois Clubs of this city, of the Union Club of New York and the

Metropolitan Club of Washington. Almost seven years to the day before his

demise, Mr. Tree lost his wife, who died suddenly on shipboard while returning

from Europe. His own death occurred in New York following his return from

abroad after making his one hundred and twenty-second voyage across the

Atlantic. He was unpretentious in manner but the work that he accomplished

nevertheless entitled him to praise and regard. Successful accomplishment ever

crowned his efforts, whether in the field of law, wherein his ability was

attested by the extent and importance of his clientage; in statesmanship, where

in ministerial appointments he proved an able representative of the government;

or in municipal affairs, where he looked toward the upbuilding of a greater

city. 




The Chicago Tribune said

editorially: "Lambert Tree had been prominently identified with the

material and social life of Chicago for more than half a century. His death

seems like the destruction of a landmark, like the cutting of a link which

united the Chicago of the days before the war and the great fire with the

Chicago of today. He had attained enviable prominence at the bar, on the bench

and in the political arena. It was with regret that the community saw him leave

the courts. He had the legal knowledge and the sober, dispassionate judgment

which go to the making of a good judge. He was one of the wise and trusted

counselors of his party in this state as long as it held to its old faiths.

When it abandoned them in 1896 it lost him. When loyalty to the party

organization meant disloyalty to the interests of the country there was but one

course open to him. He did all he could, and it was much, for the cause of

sound money. Mr. Tree was proud of Chicago. He played well his part in

promoting its material and artistic development. As in public life he had the

respect of all, so in private life he won the warm regard of all who came in

contact with him. He made no enemies, but he left a host of friends to deplore

their personal loss and that civic loss involved in the death of a good

citizen." 




CARL JOHN STEIN.




Carl John Stein is the president

of the C. J. Stein Company, conducting an extensive and important plumbing

contracting business. Thoroughly qualified in this particular, he has developed

a trade of extensive proportions that has secured for him the plumbing

contracts in many of the largest and finest buildings of this section. Mr.

Stein is a native if New Orleans, Louisiana. He was born on the 24th of June,

1873, a son of Charles A. Stein, who was a native of Berlin, Germany, and came

to America in the early '60s. He served with Custer's Cavalry in the west but

escaped massacre when so many of Custer's forces lost their lives on the

western frontier. After leaving New Orleans he removed to St. Paul, Minnesota,

subsequent to the war and afterward filled various public offices there,

continuing his residence in that city until his death, which occurred in 1892,

when he was fifty-two years of age. His wife bore the maiden name of Annie de

Silver and was a native of Liverpool, England. Her death occurred about thirty

years ago when she was forty-three years of age. In the family were eight

children, of whom Carl J. and his sister, Mrs. O. A. Rohn, are now residents of

Chicago. 




Carl J. Stein pursued his

education in the public schools of St. Paul and in Curtis Business College.

When fourteen years of age he entered upon an apprenticeship to Dwyer Brothers,

plumbers of St. Paul, and for several years he was employed as a journeyman in

various sections of the country. In 1893 he came to Chicago, and established

business at his present location. He has conducted business at the point that

he now occupies for the past twenty-five years and is regarded as one of the

leading plumbing contractors of the city. He was awarded the contract for the

plumbing work in the Sherman Hotel, in the Lytton building, in Reid, Murdoch &

Company's wholesale house, the plants of the Western Electric Company and Sears

Roebuck & Company; also the plumbing of the Illinois Athletic Club, and he

did all of the work on the tuberculosis sanitarium at Bryn Mawr and Fortieth

streets and in several hospitals at Oak Forest. He has recently installed the

plumbing in the Beatrice Creamery building at No. 1526 South State street, a

two million dollar structure, and in the Detroit (Mich.) cold storage plant, a

half-million dollar building, and he also has a quarter of a million dollar

contract at Dawson Springs, Kentucky. In addition to his extensive and

important interests along this line he is connected with the Midland Terracotta

Company 




Mr. Stein resides at No. 5948

South Park avenue. His religious faith is that of the Episcopal church and his

political belief that of the republican party. He prefers to concentrate his

efforts and attention, however, upon his business interests rather than upon

outside activities. For two years he was president of the Chicago Master

Plumbers' Association and has been vice president of the Building Construction

Employers Association. He sat on the board of directors of the National

Association of Master Plumbers and he has been called upon for official service

in other connections, being for four years a member of the board of governors

of the Illinois Athletic Club. He holds a life membership in that club and he

is also well-known as a member of the Masonic fraternity and the Mystic Shrine

and a member of the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and the Knights of

Pythias. He is forceful and resourceful and his qualities well fit him for

leadership in any particular. Whatever he undertakes he carries forward to

successful completion and his determination and energy have enabled him to

overcome all difficulties and obstacles in his way. His standards of life are

high, his purposes manly and sincere, and laudable ambition and indefatigable

energy have carried him forward into important relations. 


















JOHN K. PLATNER.




John K. Platner is known as one

of those men who stand at the head of the undertaking profession of the

country. He has been honored with the presidency of the Illinois Undertakers

Association and has been called to various other important official positions.

A native of New York, he was born in Westford, Otsego county, on the 12th of

January. 1869, a son of William H. and Amanda (Tyler) Platner. The father was

also engaged in the undertaking business, which he conducted at Westford, New

York, starting in that line about 1845 and so continuing until his death, which

occurred in 1892. 




In the acquirement of his

education John K. Platner attended the public schools and in 1888 went to

Utica, New York, where for one year he was employed by the firm of D. C.

Whitton & Company, under whose direction he learned the art of embalming

and directing funerals according to the best city ideas and customs. In 1889 he

embarked in business on his own account by becoming one of the partners in the

firm of Farnsworth & Platner at Lockport, New York. After a year's

connection with the business there he sold his interest to his partner and

accepted a position with the Central Manufacturing Company of Buffalo, New

York, which he represented upon the road as a traveling salesman, his territory

covering Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota. He was

afterward sent to New York city as city salesman and embalmer to the trade and

worked directly under Professor Sullivan, one of the originators of the

arterial method of embalming. He remained as embalmer to the trade for the

Central Manufacturing Company in its New York office for some time, taking the

position vacated by his former instructor, Professor Sullivan. His travels in

the west, however, had awakened in him a desire to become a resident of this

section of the country and in 1892 he came to Chicago, where he became

associated with a firm of undertakers. He has since been identified with the

business in this city and has occupied a prominent position as a representative

of the profession. 




Mr. Platner has been a most

active factor in association work and in 1904 was elected president of the

Chicago Undertakers Association. Two years later President Christian of the

National Funeral Directors Association appointed Mr. Platner chairman of the

executive committee and he thus assisted in making the arrangements for the

national convention which was held in Chicago in 1907. It was in the same year

that he was elected to the presidency of the Illinois Undertakers' Association

and in 1909 he served as a member of the transportation committee of the

National Association and assisted in perfecting the arrangements for the

special train which carried the members and their families to the convention at

Portland, Oregon. It was during his incumbency in the office of president of

the Illinois State Association that Mr. Platner was appointed by the Illinois

state board of health as a member of the embalmers examining board and

throughout all the intervening period lie has served in that capacity. 




On the 20th of October, 1892, Mr.

Platner was united in marriage to Miss Cassie M. Sheldon, of Chicago.

Fraternally he is prominently known as a Mason, having taken the degrees of

both the York and Scottish rites. He has membership in Kilwinning Lodge, No.

311, A. F. & A. M.; Corinthian Chapter, No. 69, R. A. M.; Chicago Council,

No. 4, R. & S. M.; St. Bernard Commandery, No. 35, K. T.; Oriental

Consistory, S. P. R. S., of the Valley of Chicago; and Medinah Temple, A. A. O.

N. M. S. He is also identified with the Standard Club and the Illinois Club.

Mr. Platner is a man of attractive personality, of marked force of character

and of ability. Those who know him, and he has a very wide acquaintance, esteem

him highly and he has a circle of friends almost coextensive with the circle of

his acquaintance. 




HENRY HARRISON WALKER.




Among the men who in the last

forty years have utilized the opportunities offered in Chicago for business

progress and attained thereby notable success is Henry Harrison Walker, the

founder and head of the well-known firm of Henry LI. Walker & Company,

dealers in real estate, mortgages, loans and investments, as well as in the

general management of property, with offices in the Tacoma building. He is

today one of the best known and most successful real-estate men in the city and

his activity has contributed to the general progress and improvement as well as

to individual prosperity. During his identification with this business he has

handled millions of dollars worth of property, either as an individual or for

others. 
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