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Physical Characteristics of the Rough Collie


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: When considered in proportion to the size of the dog, the head is inclined to lightness and never appears massive. General resemblance to a well-blunted lean wedge, being smooth and clean in outline and nicely balanced in proportion. On the sides it tapers gradually and smoothly from the ears to the end of the black nose. There is a very slight prominence of the eyebrows. The backskull is flat, without receding either laterally or backward and the occipital bone is not highly peaked.


Ears: In proportion to the size of the head, they are seldom too small. When in repose the ears are folded lengthwise and thrown back into the frill. On the alert they are drawn well up on the backskull and are carried about three-quarters erect, with about one-fourth of the ear tipping or breaking forward.


Muzzle: Well-rounded with blunt end, but not square. The underjaw is strong, clean-cut and the depth of skull from the brow to the under part of the jaw is not excessive. The teeth are of good size, meeting in a scissors bite.
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Eyes: Foreface must be chiseled to form a receptacle for the eyes and they are necessarily placed obliquely to give them the required forward outlook. Eyes are almond-shaped, of medium size and never properly appear to be large or prominent. The color is dark and have a clear, bright appearance, expressing intelligent inquisitiveness.


Neck: Firm, clean, muscular, sinewy and heavily frilled. It is fairly long, carried upright with a slight arch at the nape and imparts a proud, upstanding appearance showing off the frill.




Coat: Abundant except on the head and legs. The outer coat is straight and harsh to the touch. The undercoat, however, is soft, furry and so close together that it is difficult to see the skin when the hair is parted. The coat is very abundant on the mane and frill.


Body: Firm, hard and muscular, a trifle long in proportion to the height. The ribs are well-rounded behind the well-sloped shoulders and the chest is deep, extending to the elbows. The back is strong and level, supported by powerful hips and thighs and the croup is sloped to give a well-rounded finish. The loin is powerful and slightly arched.


Tail: Moderately long, the bone reaching to the hock joint or below. It is carried low when the dog is quiet, the end having an upward twist or swirl.


Color: The four recognized colors are “Sable and White,” “Tri-color,” “Blue Merle” and “White.”


Legs: The forelegs are straight and muscular, with a fair amount of bone considering the size of the dog. The forearm is moderately fleshy and the pasterns are flexible but without weakness. The hind legs are less fleshy, muscular at the thighs, very sinewy and the hocks and stifles are well bent. The comparatively small feet are approximately oval in shape.


Size: Dogs are from 24 to 26 inches at the shoulder and weigh from 60 to 75 pounds. Bitches are from 22 to 24 inches at the shoulder, weighing from 50 to 65 pounds.
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The rough-coated sheep dog, Hornpipe, and the smooth-coated sheep dog, Yarrow, are certainly closely related to the modern Collie. This painting is dated about 1881.
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Today’s Collies: Rough, at right, and Smooth, shown on opposite page.
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THEORIES OF ORIGIN


The exact origin of the Collie remains a mystery. Many researchers and breed historians continue to disagree about the precise location of the breed’s genesis. This is a common occurrence among fanciers of most breeds. Many theories of how the breed originated have evolved over time. A great number of individuals believe that the Collie originated in Scotland from variations of ancient sheepdogs and later migrated to the British Isles. Still others believe that Collies are descendants of other different types of sheepdogs brought to Britain by the Romans. When all the facts are collected and examined, both theories are plausible and acceptable, but neither has been thoroughly proven. What can be determined is that the Collie has gradually evolved into the breed that we know and cherish, and it is widely accepted that great English breeders of yesterday are primarily responsible for the dog we love today.


Early specimens of the breed looked nothing like they do today. Early representatives looked more like a combination of today’s Smooth Collie, Rough Collie and Border Collie. They were first used in the foothills of Scotland as herders and guarders of flocks of sheep. In addition, the breed provided protection for their masters and owners. The Collie was bred for strength, stamina, intelligence and dependability. All of these distinguished characteristics are still apparent today.
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These illustrations by E. C. Ash were first published at the end of the 18th century. The top drawing undoubtedly shows the early Rough Collie, and the lower, a Smooth Collie.


The breed of ancient times was much smaller than today’s Collie, although, from the very beginning, the breed had been developed to take care of sheep. Their alertness and naturally obedient nature made them extremely valuable working animals. The Rough Collies’ long, thick coats enabled them to work non-stop in all types of inclement weather. Early dogs were either tricolor or blue merle in color. Smooth Collies, differing from the Roughs only in length of coat, also could endure colder climes and adapted well due to the insulation provided by the abundance of their undercoats.
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This woodcut, dated 1653, first appeared in a book about dogs. This is believed to be an early Collie.


Much like the breed’s origin, the true meaning of the word “Collie” has much skepticism surrounding it too. Some believe the name “Collie” derives from the Anglo-Saxon word “Col,” which meant “black,” one of the original colors of the breed. Other theories suggest that “Collie” comes from the Gaelic word for “useful.” Based on the breed’s characteristics, both translations appear to be acceptable.




THREE COLLIE TYPES


When the Collie was first introduced in the show ring in the late 1800s, it was divided into three categories: Rough-Coated, Smooth-Coated and Short-Tailed.





The Collie was used exclusively as a working sheepdog until the 1860s. It was at this time that Queen Victoria visited Balmoral and discovered the breed. The Queen immediately fell in love with the Collie’s regal appearance and intelligence. Many believe it was the Queen’s fascination and fondness for the breed that helped spark its popularity. It would not be long before Queen Victoria accumulated several Collies as her own charming pets.




ROYAL COLLIES


Queen Victoria was much taken with the Collies working at Balmoral. In fact, many believe it was the Queen’s great admiration for the breed that gave the Collie its biggest boost in popularity. She was reported to have several Collies of different colors in her Royal kennels.





THE COLLIE IN ENGLAND


Although the Collie is believed to have been first developed in Scotland, it is widely accepted that England is where the breed prospered and transformed into the beautiful herding breed that it is today. The Collie’s popularity as a show dog was slow at first, but, with Queen Victoria’s help, that did not take long to change. The breed was first recognized as a pure breed in the early 1860s when it was exhibited at Birmingham. This was the beginning of the first sheepdog classes ever to be held in England. There were only five Collies shown at this first show, and they were all entered and classified in the generic class “Scotch Sheep-dogs.” During this time, a separation of classes for Roughs and Smooths had yet to be implemented.
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Woodmansterne Derek, painted by Lilian Cheviot, was bred by the Rev. Hans F. Hamilton, a noted breeder of Collies. The dog is by Squire of Tytton, a golden sable, and was sold for a huge sum to an American admirer.
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Eng. Ch. Charlemagne, a grandson of Cockie, owned by Mr. Bissell, was a very famous dog, having first been shown in 1879. He was sable and white in color.
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Collies, rough and smooth. These were typical British Collies in 1800. The picture is of exceptional interest, for it shows not only the Rough Collies at the time but also a docked dog with walleyes. The lower dog may well be the ancestor of the present Bobtail.


Birmingham is considered to be the location where the “true” history of the show Collie began, and where some of the finest dogs in the history of the breed were first exhibited. Over the next few years, the breed slowly gained more attention. By the time the Crystal Palace show took place in 1870, classes for Rough-Coated, Smooth-Coated and Short-Tailed Collies had been formed. Up until this time, all the dogs shown were black and tan, black and white or tricolor.


In 1868, the first and most influential show Collie of that era made his start. He was a dog named Old Cockie. Old Cockie was a major influence on the early development of the breed, and the first show Collie to distinguish himself as a sire. At this time, sable was a color that was rarely seen in the breed. He was the first sable Rough Collie ever to be shown, and his striking color soon became both popular and fashionable within the established show community.


In 1873, Old Cockie’s daughter was bred to a tricolor dog named Trefoil. Trefoil was bred by Mr. S. E. Shirley, one of the founders of The Kennel Club of England. Trefoil would later have a son that would become known as Eng. Ch. Charlemagne. Through Eng. Ch. Charlemagne (grandson of Old Cockie), almost every successful show Collie can trace his ancestry back to Trefoil. These dogs have become the foundation stock of the breed and would eventually be part of every respectable breeder’s bloodlines worldwide. There were many other early dogs that were very influential in the breed’s development, but their pedigrees cannot be accurately traced. They included Bess, Old Mec, Old Hero, Tricolour, Duncan, Marcus and Tramp—to name just a few.
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Eng. Ch. Kilmeny Jess, a Collie bitch, well known at the end of the 19th century, was a prime example of the breed at that time.


The breed’s popularity continued to grow and, by 1881, the first English Collie club was founded. Rev. Hans Hamilton became the first president of the English Collie Club. From the late 1860s until 1900, the breed had its greatest growth spurt in Britain. During this generation, the Ormskirk Kennel would become a major force in Rough Collie development. The kennel was responsible for producing such greats as Eng. Ch. Christopher, Eng. Ch. Rufford Ormond, Eng. Ch. Ormskirk and Olympian.
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Ormskirk Amazement, a famous Collie exported to Australia during the great Collie boom at the end of the 19th century. He was the son of Sweet Lassie, who sold at a very handsome price. It is from this line that the original Lassie, the movie star, descended.
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The Rough Collie, Sefton Hero, used by Wesley Mills to describe the breed in 1892.
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The Rev. Hans F. Hamilton with the Rough Collie, Woodmanstern Witch, shown in this photo dated 1907.


By 1912, the Laund Kennel (operated by W. W. Stansfield) would have a tremendous impact on the breed. The kennel was responsible for 60 champions. Eng. Ch. Laund Limitless and Eng. Ch. Laurel Logic were two of the greatest representatives from the Stansfield stock. From the early 1920s to the 1940s, many other kennels surfaced and continued to improve upon the “look” of the Collie. Large kennels such as Seedley, Laund, Eden, Dunsinane and Backwoods dominated the breed. The influence from all of these kennels improved the breed dramatically. The Rough Collie’s head improved, its coat thickened and its beautiful color developed even further.
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Smooth Collies have always been less numerous than Roughs. Shown here is Mr. Stansfield’s Eng. Ch. Laund Lynne, a very fine example of the smooth as it appeared in the 1930s.


World War II dismantled many established Collie kennels, but there was one exception. Beulah Kennel (operated by Mrs. N. K. George) was fortunate enough to remain strong and active during the war. At the same time, the Ladypark Kennels emerged as a major force, and Eng. Ch. Lad of Ladypark went on to win the first Challenge Certificate for owner Miss P. M. Grey.


In 1947, Int. Ch. Lochinvar of Ladypark became one of the most famous English show dogs. He won the famous Crufts Dog Show twice, and the second time he was a veteran at the age of ten.
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This prize-winning bitch, Mrs. C. N. Baxter’s Heatherbourne Sheila, shows the characteristics admired in the 1920s.


THE COLLIE IN THE UNITED STATES


It was no oversight that wealthy Americans paid top dollar for English Collie imports during the late 1800s. Although the breed had developed in the United States during or around the same period of time, the American Collie was far below the quality level of the English variety. However, this would quickly change when Mr. Allen Apgar imported the first English Collie to America in 1879. A year earlier, at the famous Westminster Dog Show in New York City, a Rough Collie imported from Scotland by the name of T. W. Lawson’s Tam O’Shanter won Best of Breed. The dog received a prize of $1,000 for his victory, which was a tremendous amount of money at that time. From this point on, it was no surprise that many Americans would get caught up in the Collie-importing craze.




COLLIE COLORS


The Kennel Club of England recognizes three colors for Collies: sable and white, tricolor and blue merle. The American Kennel club recognizes these three colors as well as white.
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This photo from the 1930s was taken at a Paris dog show, where these three excellent specimens of the Collie breed were much admired.




SMOOTHS


The Smooth Collie derived from larger, mastiff-type dogs and stood taller than its Rough counterparts. Smooths were frequently used as drovers of cows and sheep and did not protect the grazing flocks as did the Roughs.





The Collie’s parent club in the US, the Collie Club of America, was organized in 1886 and was the second parent club to join the American Kennel Club. In May 1877, the Collie was first shown in the United States at the second show of the Westminster Kennel Club, held in New York City.


The list of influential American dogs and kennels is extensive, and it is an impossible task to list all that have contributed to the foundation and development of the Collie in this country. However, for the most part, the influential people and dogs mentioned have, in some form or another, made a major impact in molding the fabulous breed as we know it today. Mitchell Harris of Chestnut Kennels in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania was one these individuals. He was just one of many early leading American importers. Harris imported many fine dogs during his era, but Eng. Ch. Christopher was his finest introduction from abroad.


In 1921, one of the greatest English sires was imported into the United States by Eileen Moretta of Glen Rose Collies. He was a nine-year-old dog named Eng. Ch. Magnet. In England, Magnet left behind such dominant sires as Eng. Ch. Poplar Perfection and Eng. Ch. Laund Legislator. Magnet’s grandson, Eng. Ch. Eden Emerald, was the first of several great champions exported to the US by renowned English breeder Mr. Fred Robson of Eden. Robson had more than 50 years of domination in the breed. Eng. Ch. Magnet was cherished for his sweet temperament, refined head and sweet expression. At this time, many of the American Collie temperaments had become either timid or aggressive, and Magnet was a welcome addition to the breeding pot. Eng. Ch. Eden Emerald was imported by Mrs. Lunt of Alstead Collies in 1923, and he was one of the few English imports who did not sire his best stock in England.
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The famed French actress Mme. Hugette Ex-Duflos, known as “an ornament of the French stage” during the early 20th century, with her pet Collie.




EARLY ROUGHS


The early variety of the Rough Collie was much smaller than today’s descendants. They weighed only 25 to 40 pounds, and came in a wide assortment of colors and markings. The Rough Collie’s beautiful, long, flowing coat helped it to adapt to the harsh, cold climate in which it lived.
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Alstead Collies, operated by Mrs. Clara Lunt of New Jersey, had a major influence on the breed. Mrs. Lunt had more than a half-century’s experience and produced quality champions while importing many top-quality English dogs. She was responsible for the founding and shaping of American Collie bloodlines, and her contribution to the breed was enormous.


During the 1930s and 1940s, Edwin Pickhardt of Sterling Collies began to make a name for himself. Pickhardt produced such famous dogs as Ch. Sterling Stardust and Ch. Sterling Starmist. His top-winning dogs and formidable producers gained him much respect in the fancy.


By the time the 1950s began, the American Collie had transformed into a quality show dog. The war years were over, and breeding dogs became easier as methods of transportation and shipping improved. Dominant kennels during the 1950s included Arken, Bellhaven, Brandwyne, Cherrivale, Hertzville, Parader and Tokalon—to name just a few. During the 1960s, the Gaylord Brandwyne dogs of Jim and Trudy Mangels were among the greatest Collie force of the decade. They produced more than 100 champions, winning the Breeder of the Year award on several occasions. Some of their top-winning dogs included Ch. Brandwyne Destiny’s Echo (one of the top-producing sires in breed history) and Ch. Brandwyne The Grey Ghost.
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Miss Fincham’s Wisbang Sunlight, a famed Collie in the late 1920s, illustrates the type of body for which the Collie was noted.


The top sires of the 1970s were produced by many different kennels. Unlike the early 1960s, when larger Collie kennels dominated the show arena, the 1970s opened the door for many smaller, quality, influential kennels throughout the country. Ch. Tartanside The Gladiator and Ch. Two Jay’s Hanover Enterprise were two dominant sires of the decade, and both won several breed specialties. The Wickmere Collies of Lt. Col. and Mrs. George Ross were a strong force during this era, along with Arrowhill, Bandor and Briarhill kennels.
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Although the Smooth Collie makes an equally beautiful and energetic pet, he has never caught up to his rough-coated relative in popularity.


At the present time, many of the influential Collie kennels of the 1970s and 1980s are still holding strong in the breed either in the show ring or through the great dogs they have produced. Glen Hill, Barksdales, Tartanside, Twin Creeks and Pebblebrook are some of the major forces, but other new, quality dogs and kennels continue to emerge.
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IS THE COLLIE RIGHT FOR YOU?


Before you go out and buy a dog of any breed, you must carefully examine all of your reasons for wanting a dog. Are you looking for a pet and companion or a show or working dog? Do you want a small dog or a larger breed? Do you have the time and money to spend on a dog? Who is going to walk him? Who is going to take him to the veterinarian? Are you capable of spending quality time playing with the animal each and every day? Do you have the space for a dog? These may seem like very basic questions, but they are the types of considerations you must take into account before venturing out and purchasing any animal. Your Collie is likely to share the next 10 to 12 years of your life, and you should prepare yourself for such a partnership.


There is probably no better dog for the family environment than the Collie. The breed has a natural affinity for children, and they make wonderful pets for just about any household willing to accept them. Their friendly, watchful, personable nature makes them excellent companions for youngsters. They seem to have an unbelievable amount of patience and love for children. The Collie will eagerly play and romp with children for several hours at a time.




POUND FOR POUND


The male Collie’s average weight is 60 to 75 pounds, and the females usually weigh anywhere from 50 to 65 pounds. The Collie is traditionally a bit larger in the United Kingdom.
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Acquiring a Collie brings lots of joy and an equal amount of responsibility. Please be sure you are ready for a Collie and the many years ahead that you’ll share.


The family atmosphere is where the Collie seems to thrive, and many believe that Collies have telepathic relationships with their owners. They seem to know when family members are coming home long before their human counterparts. There is a special bond and relationship between man and dog, and no breed is a better example of this bond than the Collie.
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Many factors have been responsible for the Rough Collie’s popularity over the years. Stories about the breed and the subsequent Lassie movies have furthered the breed’s recognition.


It is extremely rare and unusual to find an aggressive Collie. They are kind to people, dogs and other animals. They will adjust to many different surroundings quite effortlessly. They do not make the greatest watchdogs, but will bark excessively when strangers or unfamiliar faces approach their homes or territories. Their devotion and loyalty to their owners should never be underestimated. They will quickly spring to the defense of their masters if they feel they are in immediate danger. Many people are surprised to see such a sweet-natured dog turn very protective almost instantaneously when confronted by an aggressive individual.




THE FAMILY’S DOG


Collies are very friendly and family-oriented. They need love, attention and supervised playing. They are very loyal and always welcome time spent with their owners
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GROOMING REQUIRED


The Collie, with its abundant outer coat and dense undercoat, requires regular and thorough grooming. To keep your Collie in ideal condition, grooming at least once a week is necessary. Special care must be paid to the ears, chest and legs. These are the locations that are most prone to matting and require frequent brushing.
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The alert, active and robust nature of the Collie is evident from puppyhood.


The Collie is an intelligent, robust working dog with a beautifully proportioned outline. Collies are strong, responsive and extremely obedient and easy to train. Unlike some other breeds, they do not demand constant attention. A Collie will be quite content to frolic around a large fenced yard, going about his business. However, at the same time, Collies are social creatures and enjoy the company of other Collies and other dogs. Most of all, they have much love and devotion to offer their owners.


The dutiful nature of Collies makes them ideal candidates for numerous dog-related activities. They successfully compete in obedience, herding events, agility and conformation shows. Many Collies are very successful in multiple areas of competition. They are extremely bright, and learning most new things comes quite easily for them.
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