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Physical Characteristics of the Black and Tan Coonhound


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: The head is cleanly modeled. From the back of the skull to the nose the head measures from 9 to 10 inches in males and from 8 to 9 inches in females.


Skull: Tends toward oval outline. Medium stop occurring midway between occiput bone and nose. Viewed from profile the line of the skull is on a practically parallel plane to the foreface or muzzle.


Eyes: From hazel to dark brown in color, almost round and not deeply set.
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Ears: Low set and well back. They hang in graceful folds, giving the dog a majestic appearance. In length they extend naturally well beyond the tip of the nose and are set at eye level or lower.


Neck: Muscular, sloping, medium length.


Forequarters: Powerfully constructed shoulders. The forelegs are straight, with elbows turning neither in nor out; pasterns strong and erect.


Feet: Compact, with well knuckled, strongly arched toes and thick, strong pads.


Back: The back is level, powerful and strong.


Tail: The tail is strong, with base slightly below level of backline, carried free and when in action at approximately right angle to back.


Hindquarters: Quarters are well boned and muscled. From hip to hock long and sinewy, hock to pad short and strong. Stifles and hocks well bent and not inclining either in or out. When standing on a level surface, the hind feet are set back from under the body and the leg from pad to hock is at right angles to the ground.


Size: Measured at the shoulder—Males 25 to 27 inches; females 23 to 25 inches.


Coat: The coat is short but dense to withstand rough going.


Color: As the name implies, the color is coal black with rich tan markings above eyes, on sides of muzzle, chest, legs and breeching, with black pencil markings on toes.
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This hunt from the late 1960s yielded 117 coons. From left to right: Jim Adams with Midge and son; Robert Browning with Ch. Browning’s Trooper; the Luttrell boys with Browning’s Rambling Joe; Ed Foley with Hobo; and Harold Luttrell with Ch. Luttrell’s Tiger.
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The Black and Tan Coonhound is an American breed with ancient origins. Its history goes back to the European lines of the St. Hubert, Talbot, Bloodhound and other slow-trailing hounds that hunted in an independent manner.


The St. Hubert Hound is a descendent of the ancient hounds. It is known for being massively built and possessing an incredible scenting ability. The St. Hubert, like other strains of hound, was developed to perform jobs that were beneficial to their owners. As time passed, the Europeans went on to infuse the St. Hubert with lighter-built scenting hounds. The offspring proved to be better on the hunt, as they could run faster and did not tire as easily. Some of the hounds hunted in packs and lived in large groups while other strains tended to hunt independently. These early hounds were the foundation stock for the Bloodhound. Later, other strains of dog, such as the Foxhound, American cur and various shepherd types that worked on the farms, were crossbred to the early hounds. Such breeding was the beginning of the Black and Tan Coonhound.
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An early color photograph of Ch. Nite Ch. Browning’s Mindy, one of the first UKC Dual Champion female Black and Tans, out of Ch. Rollridge Anna Belle.


The Black and Tan Coonhound is known for being a treeing hound. Before the development of the Coonhound in the American Colonies, it is doubtful if hounds were genetically inclined to tree their game. They did not run to the tree and place their legs on the trunk and give a full cry letting their owner know that the game had been located in the branches above. In England and France there were few animals that hid in the branches of trees. In the Colonies, however, there was an abundance of game, both large and small, that sought refuge in the trees, and this game, including bears, mountain lions, raccoons and gray foxes, could be treed by the dogs.


The Coonhound’s ability to tree game is attributed to various infusions with strains of hounds that were brought to the Colonies from England and France. In order to understand the unique and special abilities of the Coonhound, it is necessary to go back in time and look at the history of the strains of hound that were imported to the new land and later infused together to produce this new type of hunting dog.


THE EARLY SCENTHOUNDS


Before the Christian era it was the Celtic people who were credited with breeding the earliest of the scenthounds. Dogs were not listed as pedigree or mongrel but were grouped and classified according to the type of job they performed. A dog’s physical appearance had nothing to do with its value or desirability. A hound’s value was based on its ability to do its job. The scenthounds that were owned by the Celtic people excelled in their ability to trail and made for good working hounds.


Selective breeding was done on the basis of picking the best dog for the particular type of work to be done and breeding that dog to another of equal or superior quality. The large Celtic mastiff-like dog, although excellent in its scenting ability, was slow-moving and tired easily. People were in need of a dog faster on the chase and one that could keep up with its master as he hunted the rugged terrain. In order to produce such a dog, the mastiff type was crossbred with lighter-build scenthounds. The resulting offspring, although retaining the long floppy ears of the heavier dog, acquired the body type of the lighter-build hounds and was able to hunt with less effort and more endurance. One of the better-known hybrids that proved to be a superior scenting dog was the St. Hubert.
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Warren Sturtz is the owner of many UKC champions. Pictured on the right is Warren’s grandfather, Arthur Sturtz, with Ole Rock. The identity of Arthur’s hunting companion on the left is unknown.


BREED DEVELOPMENT


It was in the Belgium monastery of St. Hubert’s during the seventh century that the monks began producing dogs that, when bred to other members of the breed, would look identical and continue breeding true generation after generation. Such an accomplishment would be the beginning of dogs being grouped and classified as pure-bred. The monks started their breeding program with a generalized Celtic type of hound from Gaul, France. The St. Hubert Hound not only was breeding true but also retained its excellent scenting ability. This new breed of dog was of medium size and build and possessed a large head and thick bones—its coloring was black and tan. This dog had a melodic voice and superior scenting ability and hunted in a slow manner. Word quickly spread about the dog and before long the St. Hubert was known throughout Europe. It was used in the foundation stock for many of the scenting type of hunting dogs, including the Talbot Hound and the modern-day Bloodhound.




WHAT’S IN A NAME?


The original name of the breed was the American Black and Tan Fox and Coonhound. This is the name the United Kennel Club gave the breed when it was first recognized in 1900.
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Clark Chaney and Ch. Chaney’s Black George (LEFT) with Robert Browning and Ch. Rollridge Anna Bell; George and Anna Bell produced Ch. Nite Ch. Browning’s Mindy, one of the first UKC bench and Nite Champions.


Selective breeding produced hounds that were able to hunt in packs. The dogs were good-natured, sociable and proved to be of excellent scenting ability. Many of the physical and psychological traits of the St. Hubert Hounds were passed onto the Bloodhound and the Black and Tan Coonhound. As its popularity grew the St. Hubert’s genetics were infused into the stock of many of the scenting hounds.
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The Brownings with Gr. Ch. “PR” Browning’s Black Beauty, the first to earn the National Grand Show Championship, at Autumn Oaks in 1977.


THE BLOODHOUND AND ITS EFFECT


The Black and Tan Coonhound is a direct descendent of the Bloodhound, Talbot and various strains of the early Foxhounds. It was William the Conqueror who brought Bloodhounds to England in 1066. The Bloodhound has always been associated with royalty. They were referred to as the “blooded hounds” and were considered noble and pure. It was the custom of English royalty to give Bloodhounds as gifts to both royalty and nobility. It was also a custom of the St. Hubert’s Monastery to send a pair of their finest black and tan Bloodhounds to the king of France twice a year. In France the Bloodhound was mixed with other strains of hounds, including the Talbot Hound. As the popularity of the hound strains increased, the dogs quickly spread throughout Europe.




HOUND OF THE WILD FRONTIER


Daniel Boone (1734-1820) and Davy Crockett (1786-1836), both known in popular culture for their fondness for coonskin caps, were fanciers of the Black and Tan Coonhound. Daniel Boone remarked that “his favorite of all hounds were those dark colors, primarily of black and tan.”





[image: image]


The Black and Tan Coonhound is a direct descendent of the Bloodhound.


Long before the Bloodhounds were used to track fugitives, noblemen used them as hunting partners. The Bloodhound was proficient at locating wild boar and deer that hid on the land. They would locate their quarry but not attack it, as the Bloodhound possessed a mild temper and was not bred for the purpose of attacking the game. Later the Bloodhound was used in Europe for tracking and locating lost people and fugitives. They possessed good senses of smell and never attacked the person whom they were pursuing. The Scots used the breed for tracking fugitives in the west of Scotland, and the English used the Bloodhound for tracking down sheep and cattle thieves and poachers. The Bloodhound was also referred to as the Sluthhound for obvious reasons, and it was even used in the search for the infamous Jack the Ripper.


HISTORY OF THE FOXHOUNDS


There is little doubt that the Bloodhound developed before the Foxhound. The English Foxhound was bred for the specific purpose of hunting fox, a sport dating back to the 13th century. The Foxhound is a scenthound with good endurance that hunts in packs. The early Foxhounds were developed from scenthounds that, when bred together, produced traits that made them excellent hunting dogs. They were well suited for following hunters over hundreds of miles of brush in weather that was less than mild and often extremely cold and rainy. Great care went into the development and refinement of the Foxhound.
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Owner Gene Hicks’ Ch. Nite Ch. Gr. Ch. PR Hicks’ Black Bandit earned his titles by the age of three.


Robert Brooke is credited with bringing the first Foxhounds to the Colonies in 1602. He arrived in America with Lord Baltimore and settled in Prince George County, Maryland. Most of the early Foxhounds can be traced back to his stock. It was after Brooke arrived that other wealthy people came to the Colonies and brought their best packs of Foxhounds with them. The Brooke strain was crossed with other strains of imported Foxhounds. The Coonhound and the American Foxhound are directly descended from the lines of Robert Brooke and other early pioneers who brought their Foxhounds to the Colonies.
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Like the American Foxhound pictured here, the Black and Tan Coonhound is descended from the Foxhounds brought to the early American Colonies.
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Mary Lou and Robert Browning with Nite Ch. Browning’s Rambling Joe, winner of the Nite Hunt at Black and Tan Days in 1966.


Foxhounds, including the Virginia Foxhound and the English and American Foxhounds, were grouped together and referred to as American Foxhounds. Various new strains were constantly developing. The American strains differed from foreign strains, and a division of the two types took place. Any Foxhound that was born and bred in the Colonies was termed an American Foxhound.


The American Foxhounds were of assorted varieties and divided into Southern or Pack Divisions. Some of the better-known strains were the Trigg, Goodman, Birdsong and Virginia Black and Tan. The Southern strains were quite numerous and, in addition, there were several small breeders who raised their own cold-trailing hounds. Merritt and Gossett are two of the well-known family names of the time. Many of the cold-nose strains were named for the area in which they developed, such as the Adirondacks, Catskills, White Mountains and Green Mountains. Both family named and geographically named strains were referred to as American Foxhounds.


As a result of the number of different strains, all bred for specific purposes, distinct characteristics manifested themselves. Various strains of Foxhounds possessed different characteristics, such as voice tone, size and ear length.
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Harold Luttrell with Smokey, a son out of Ch. Nite Ch. Browning’s Mindy.


The Vermont Foxhounds were more aggressive and were smaller in size and ear length. The Helderberg hounds were spotted hounds and had excessively long ears. The Adirondacks were white with lemon spots. All of theses strains had one thing in common, though: they were dogs that possessed pack instinct. The pack strains were rapidly outnumbering the solitary hunting hound found in the northern part of the country.


THE FORMATION OF THE BLACK AND TAN COONHOUND


The Black and Tan Coonhound, also referred to as the Cooner, developed in the regions of the Appalachian, Ozark, Blue Ridge and Smoky Mountains. It is an American breed made up of strains and breeds descended from both England and America.


The development of the Black and Tan Coonhound started a century before the American Revolution. Wealthy and titled Englishmen brought various types of hounds to the American Colonies. Over a period of time, the hounds were crossed with foxhounds native to the area and various strains of Curs and shepherd-type dogs. It was from these lines that the Coonhound and the American Foxhound are directly descended.


When the Bloodhound arrived in America, it was primarily the people who were unable to afford expensive horses who used the breed. It was often the farmers who hunted with Bloodhounds on foot while the more affluent classes rode horseback while hunting their Foxhounds in packs. The Bloodhound was a dog of the common man, a good hunting partner that provided its owner with food for the table and skins that put money in its owner’s pocket. It possessed good scenting ability and hunted in an independent manner, not of a pack type. It became the working man’s dog, ideal for hunting and also protecting the farmers from local Indian attacks.
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Bill Schenker with Dual Gr. Ch. Schenker’s Black Jet, out of Dual Gr. Ch. Schenker’s Black Smoky and Dual Ch. Logan’s Black Bell.




Breeding was not based on fixed standards as it was in the old countries. Dogs were bred for assisting their owners in working for the necessities of life. The appearance of the dog or its ancestry was of no value to the farmers. It was during the 1800s that farmers found themselves in need of a hound that could be faster on the hunt, keep up with its owner and not tire as easily. It was crossbreeding to various foxhound strains that produced offspring that were more aggressive, lighter in build and possessing more endurance on the hunt.
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Agent Davin McAteer made the cover of Dog World in May 1985.
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Best of Breed at the AKC’s 1984 Centennial Show, Ch. Rockytop Winnie the Pooh (handled here by Jeff Brucker)


In the southern part of the United States, two distinct types of foxhound were present: those that possessed an interest in treeing game and those that were more inclined to chase the game. Breeders, more interested in developing a tree-minded hound, selected foxhounds with less interest in chasing and more interest in treeing game. This breeding was without a doubt the beginning of the Black and Tan Coonhound.


The evolution of the Black and Tan Coonhound can likely be traced to a pack of dogs owned by Colonel George Lawrence F. Birdsong, who was born in Georgia in 1821. From Birdsong’s writings we find that his hounds came to Georgia from Virginia and were bred by Dr. Thomas Henry and his brother. It was Dr. Henry who had heard of a Dr. Buchanan from Sharpsburg, Maryland and the quality of his strain, and in 1842 he went to see Buchanan’s stock. Dr. Buchanan offered Dr. Henry the best of his offspring; Dr. Henry accepted the offering and named the dogs Captain and Jim.


From correspondence between Colonel Birdsong and a Colonel Trigg, we find that Birdsong shipped three red and tan dogs, named George, Chase and Bee, to Colonel Trigg. The dogs went on to become the foundation stock of the famous Trigg strain, often referred to as the Full Cry strain. From this breeding the birth of the Black and Tan Coonhound was to take place.
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A multiple-Group winner, Ch. Traverse Hill Gypsy Woman, owned by Edith S. Atchley and William J. Gruner, was the number-three Black and Tan Coonhound in 1986.
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This is Gene Hicks with Grand Nite Ch. Hicks’ Dynamite Dan.


In 1900 the American Black and Tan Coonhound became the first coonhound to gain recognition from the United Kennel Club (UKC). The UKC only registered strains of coonhounds with long ears, and dogs with shorter ears were not admitted to the registry. As time passed other breeders joined together with the intention of getting the Black and Tan Coonhound registered with the American Kennel Club (AKC).
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ROBERT BROWNING: A BREED’S CHAMPION


Although he can’t receive credit as father of the Black and Tan Coonhound, Robert Browning surely is one of the most responsible for the breed’s well-earned status among hunters and coonhound proponents throughout the US. Following the club’s steady growth, Browning (pictured here in 1947 with his first Black and Tan, Browning’s Dixie) was the catalyst for having the American Black and Tan Association (ABTA) become the first charter breed association of the United Kennel Club (UKC).


In addition to being a go-between for Dr. Edwin Gould, president of the UKC, and the ABTA, of which he would also serve as president, Browning was also involved in creating the Autumn Oaks competition as well as establishing the UKC Nite Hunt Honor Rules. Not only did Browning hunt his dogs successfully, he and his dogs also flourished in the show ring; he finished over 30 dogs as champions. Ch. “PR” Rollridge Anna Belle, who often took Best Female in Show, peeked Browning’s interest in showing, while his Gr. Ch. “PR” Browning’s Black Beauty won the first ever National Grand Show Championship.





AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB RECOGNITION


The American Kennel Club (AKC) first recognized the Black and Tan Coonhound in December of 1945, at which time it was admitted to the AKC Stud Book. The Black and Tan Coonhound is the first of the coonhound varieties to gain admittance into the AKC. The acceptance of the breed paved the way for the Black and Tan Coonhound to be shown in pure-bred dog shows sponsored by the AKC.


The Black and Tan that leads the registration list of the AKC is Grand Mere Big Rock Molly, who was owned by John C. Ellsworth and bred by John Evans of Big Rock, Illinois. Molly was born on March 12, 1936. The first champion to be recognized by the AKC was Grand Mere Lassie. The lines of the Grand Mere dogs are of interest in the history of the breed. They were carefully bred to produce show-quality Black and Tan Coonhounds. Orville O. Dunham of Niles, Michigan owned the line, and he is well recognized as being a pioneer in the development of show-stock Black and Tan Coonhounds. Some of his outstanding champions included Ch. Grand Mere, Grand Mere Wise Girel, Ch. Grand Mere Night Song, Ch. Grand Mere Wise Girel, Ch. Grand Mere Satin, Ch. My Buddy Grand Mere, Ch. Grand Mere His Majesty, Ch. Grand Mere Susan and Ch. Black Jack of Grand Mere.


Mignon Murray produced one of the most famous lines of Black and Tan Coonhounds. He is credited with the honor of breeding Ch. Karlena’s Musical C Note, the first Black and Tan Coonhound to compete at Westminster and winner of Best of Breed in 1949. Ch. Karlena’s Musical C Note produced 11 champions. For the following 20 years it was either Ch. Karlena’s Musical Ratter or Ch. Migone’s Musical Junior, both C Note’s prodigy and owned by Ann Clark, who won Best of Breed at the prestigious Westminster show.


[image: image]


Best of Breed at Westminster in 2002, this is Ch. Designer Southern Tradition, handled by Donald R. Powell II under judge John D. White Jr.
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Ch. Traverse Hill Flashdance, winning Best of Breed at the Harrisburg Kennel Club in 1988.
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The Black and Tan Coonhound is a sturdy, rugged dog blessed with natural beauty, making it well suited for the show ring, as well as excellent skills on the hunt. Pictured is Ch. Wyeast Why Not, a Best in Show winner in the late 1980s.
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Above all, the Black and Tan Coonhound possesses a passion for hunting. The coldest nose hunter of the Hound Group, the Coonhound lives for the thrill of the hunt and the joy of being in nature. He possesses a drive to hunt at night, strictly by scent, and trees his game. When he is successful in locating the game, he lets out a full cry that signals his hunter. The Black and Tan has the nose, drive and stamina needed to hunt not only raccoon but also other large and small game, such as squirrel, fox, mountain lion and bear. The breed is more popular in the areas where he was originally developed, these being the mountainous areas of the Ozarks, Appalachians, Smokies and other regions of the southern portion of the United States.


It is not uncommon for a Coonhound to be a squirrel-hunting dog during the day and change into a raccoon hunter at night. The Black and Tan Coonhound, named for his ability to hunt the coon, was rarely bought for the sole purpose of hunting raccoon. He is a physically diversified hunter, able to hunt over difficult terrain, in a tireless manner, in temperatures that range from extreme hot to extreme cold.


HUNTING CHARACTERISTICS


The hunting Coonhound are of two varieties: those that hunt in the manner and style of the straddler and those that hunt in the style of the drifter. Straddlers follow the ground scent track by track. They are better locators but bark constantly while hunting. Drifters follow the scent until it fades, then hold their heads up in search of a better scent. Drifters tree quicker and have a better handle on the air currents. The variation in style is attributed to the differences in strains within the breed.


Coonhounds not only are fine hunters but they also make wonderful companions and show dogs. Although the Coonhound has always been more popular as a hunter, some owners show their Black and Tan Coonhounds. Coonhounds of the show variety tend to be less aggressive and smaller in size and possess less hunting instinct.


TEMPERAMENT


The Black and Tan Coonhound is even-tempered, friendly and outgoing. He can be reserved but should never be shy or vicious. Most importantly he should never show aggression toward people or other dogs. The breed works well with other hounds and cooperates in the hunt.


The Black and Tan makes an excellent companion dog, as he is a pack animal and needs to be around people. He quickly bonds to his owner and is a loyal and devoted companion. The Black and Tan Coonhound is never a laid-back dog and has a high energy level, needing constant interaction with his owner. The Coonhound also makes a fine watchdog and needs no formal training, as his forbidding size and intense bark are intimidating to any stranger.
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Black and Tans have strong hunting instincts and will thrive in an environment that allows them the opportunity to really follow their noses.


THE IDEAL OWNER


The Black and Tan Coonhound should be appropriately matched with his owner, as he is not a dog for everyone. His hunting needs limit the type of person who will do best as his owner. The Coonhound is first and foremost a hunting dog with an inborn instinct to tree his game. He does best with an owner that takes him on hunts and provides other outdoor activities suited to his hunting instinct and activity level. The Coonhound should never be left off leash when in public, as he will wander, and possibly run, in search of game. The Black and Tan is an extremely fast runner and does best with an owner that is both active and athletic. Due to his active nature, the Coonhound should be in an environment that is conducive to his needs; he will adapt better to rural living than to city life.


The Coonhound, being a pack animal, needs both the constant company and attention of his owner. If left alone for extended periods of time, he will become bored, and when boredom sets in he will find something to occupy his time. If left inside the house he will often get into the garbage or chew the furniture. Should he be outside too long and boredom overtakes him, he could turn into an escape artist—jumping fences or digging holes in the yard. Invisible fences will not work for the Coonhound, as he has a high tolerance for pain. He is a dog inclined to bark for hours at a time in to order to get the desired attention and affection he seeks.


The Black and Tan is a great companion for older children, as he enjoys being part of their adventurous world, especially when they provide him with the opportunity to run and play in the woods. Being a strong and powerful dog, he should not have unsupervised interaction with younger children, especially infants and toddlers, as he could accidentally hurt them. The Black and Tan has a natural instinct to chase cats because he views them as his game, so it is advised that Coonhound owners not own indoor cats.


The present Coonhound has retained his loud bawl. His barking traits are inborn and cannot be changed with behavior modification. Therefore it is recommended that owners of Black and Tans not live in cities or other heavily populated areas. The breed should not be kept in apartments or confined to other small quarters, as he will become relatively inactive. Coonhounds need to be in large yards with proper fencing, as they can escape to go on the prowl in search of game. The Cooner needs an owner who can provide lots of attention and companionship. Anyone who works long hours or is away from home for extended periods of time will have trouble with this breed.


The Coonhound has a reputation for being hard to train in areas of obedience. He needs to be in training classes from puppyhood to his senior years. Conventional training tends to be difficult, as the Coonhound is stubborn and strong willed. He needs to be with an owner who will constantly provide firm guidance and control. Any type of physical punishment will not work with this breed, as physical force will result in a frightened and shy Coonhound. A trusting bond needs to develop between the dog and his owner.
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The Black and Tan Coonhound is an affectionate and intelligent dog that will be an excellent companion for the right owner.


There are two distinct types of Black and Tan Coonhounds: the show dog and the hunting dog. Show dogs are usually bred smaller in size, and they possess less aggressive tendencies. They are also less work-oriented and make better pets. The breed, however, has always been more popular for hunting than showing.
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