







































INTRODUCTION


Welcome to the world of machine knitting! I have been machine knitting since 2002 and am here to help you discover this wonderful craft. The picture shows me in my studio working at my knitting machine; this is the kind of machine I will be teaching you to get to grips with throughout the book. Covering everything from troubleshooting and looking after the machine to using more advanced techniques such as intarsia and shaping, I am here to help you fall in love with your knitting machine.










The purpose of this book is to help demystify machine knitting, starting from first principles with how the machine works and how stitches are formed, through to shaping garment panels to your desired size and fit. The book aims to help you gain confidence in machine knitting so you can enjoy working with your machine. If you work through the step-by-step instructions and projects in this book, by the end of it you will be designing and knitting your own garments.


This isn’t just about teaching you how to use a knitting machine, though – it is also about celebrating the huge potential for creative design and making in machine knitting. For a book that is suitable for beginners, I have covered a huge range of techniques, so whether you love to knit stripes or want to get creative with punch cards, there is something in here for you.







This is my studio space, where I design and make all my knits. The Brother KH881 domestic knitting machine was used throughout this book.





This book focuses on using a standard-gauge domestic knitting machine; I have used a second-hand Brother model, but all of the information applies to any domestic knitting machine – just use your manual to find the relevant switch/function on your machine. Step-by-step instructions are accompanied by clear photographs to show you exactly what needs to happen at each stage of any new process.


With all the instructions, I have avoided using abbreviations and have aimed to explain things as I would if I were talking you through the process. I find abbreviations and specialist terminology can be off-putting, making machine knitting patterns and instructions inaccessible for beginners; I wanted instead to provide instructions that are user-friendly and straightforward.


I have structured the book so that you can work your way through it in order, developing your skills as you go. Each chapter focuses on a specific area of knit design, such as shaping or creating patterned knits, with step-by-step instructions for each technique. Chapters 2 to 7 all end with a project, so that you can apply the skills you have learned to creating a finished piece.







This selection of knitted swatches shows the variety of fabrics you can create using a domestic knitting machine.










Photographs such as these are used throughout the book to help communicate techniques and processes.










Some things are clearer in diagram form.










Chapter 3 covers how to knit a simple top using a punch card for the fabric patterning.





As well as teaching skills and techniques, I wanted to provide context and inspiration for your machine knitting. With this in mind, I have included designer profiles of a variety of machine knitters who use this craft to create a broad range of interesting knits. I hope that these profiles will help demonstrate the huge range of pieces that can be created with a knitting machine, as well as giving you an insight into their practice.







This is one of the featured designers, Shelby Marie Fuller, and an example of her work.





From taking you on a tour around the machine and teaching you how it works, to going through techniques and projects, this book is very hands-on, so let’s take it to your knitting machine and get stuck in!







CHAPTER 1





BEFORE YOU START


There are a few things that are useful to know before you begin using your knitting machine. This chapter will help you to find your way around the machine and give you some useful information on how it works, how to look after it and what kinds of yarns are most suitable. This chapter may look like quite dense, but is packed with information that will help you get on with and understand your machine.













THE KNITTING MACHINE


Whether you are looking to buy a knitting machine or already own one, you have probably realised that there are many different makes and models to choose from. One of the most affordable ways to get one is to select from the wide variety that is available second-hand. These range from a simple plastic Bond machine with no yarn feeder to Brother electronic machines with programming capabilities, and the selection can be quite overwhelming. So how do you know what’s right for you? Well, that depends on what you want to create.


For plain or striped knits, any standard domestic knitting machine will work for you; a chunky machine is also an option if you are interested in working with thicker yarns. If you want some patterning in your designs, go for a knitting machine with a punch-card function. The patterns you create using a punch-card machine will always be repeating designs.







Domestic knitting machine with punch-card function.





For larger placement motifs or graphic patterns that you can program the machine to knit, you would want an electronic machine, which gives you broader patterning capabilities and is usually used along with a computer and software to create your designs. These are then downloaded to the machine rather than being input using a punch card.


If you want to be able to create true, stretchy ribs you will need a ribber bed; these can be bought separately and added to most single-bed domestic knitting machines.


Although these machines can look quite different and have varying capabilities, the basics of how the machine knits are the same. This process involves a needle bed, needles, a carriage, and, of course, the all-important yarn! It’s time to look at a knitting machine and explain what I’m talking about.





GETTING TO KNOW YOUR KNITTING MACHINE


Your knitting machine might look a bit different to the one I’m using in this book, but the main parts will be the same, so that’s where we’re starting.


We will go into detail about different parts and functions when we get to using them, but for now we will tackle the basics, starting with the needle bed.







A simplified knitting machine, with labels showing the three parts that we will be looking at first.





Needle Bed


Every knitting machine will have a needle bed – the large, flat part of the machine where all the needles sit. As shown in the photograph, there are slots in the top of the machine – one slot for each needle – equally spaced so the gap between the needles is completely even, which will make your knitted stitches evenly spaced.


The needle bed will also be marked, usually at the end, with letters or numbers, representing different needle positions. Mine is labelled with the letters A, B, D and E. Have a look at these markings and check your machine manual to see what the different positions are.







The needle bed is the biggest part of the knitting machine.





You might see the term ‘gauge’ used when referring to knitting machines. With industrial machines, the gauge is calculated by the number of knitting needles in an inch on the machine, so a 10-gauge machine would be used for knitting fine fabrics and a 2.5-gauge for a chunky fabric. Domestic knitting machines come with fine, standard or chunky gauges, which are nice and self-explanatory; these machines have different-sized needles and require different tools and accessories. The knitting machine used throughout this book is a standard-gauge domestic machine.


The Needles


In the needle bed are the needles, which have specific parts that work along with the carriage and yarn to create knitted stitches. In a domestic knitting machine, these are called latch needles, and, if you look closely at them, you’ll see each needle has a small latch that opens and closes.







Needle position markings help you set needles in the right place.










The latch needle and its parts.





As well as the latch, each needle has some other distinctive features that are important for us to understand. The hook at the end of the needle is the part that catches the yarn; this works along with the latch and the movement made by passing the carriage across the needle bed to create new stitches. Another important part of the latch needle is the butt, which is the part that sticks out from the needle bed; this is the bit that makes contact with the carriage when it is moved across the needle bed.


The Carriage


This is where things will start looking different between models; although the functions that the carriage performs will be very similar on most machines, in appearance it’s the part that varies the most. This variety is purely a matter of design: different makes of machine will place and label their dials and switches in different ways. For now, we are looking at the most basic function of the carriage and that is to move the needles up and down.







Carriage with the sinker plate removed, showing needles in various positions.










The inside of a knitting machine carriage, showing the tracks that the needle butts move along.





To help you understand the relationship between your carriage and the needles, remove your sinker plate (if you have one) and put a section of needles into working position. Now very slowly move the carriage across the needle bed and watch the needles move up and back down again. What you are seeing as you do this is the needles being forced to move by the track inside the carriage.


Now slide your carriage all the way off the machine, and have a look underneath it at the bit that was touching the needle bed. This will vary slightly between machines, but there will always be at least one track for the needles to move through, and the shape of this track forces the needles to move up and down. This movement of the needles combined with yarn is what creates the knitted stitches.


How Stitches are Formed


When using a knitting machine, the latch needle, yarn and carriage movement come together to form stitches. The illustrations overleaf show the steps of stitch formation; as you can see, the opening and closing of the latch is key. This is why it’s important that all your machine needles are in good condition; a bent latch or hook can cause problems with stitches not forming, yarn building up and so on.


The illustration just shows what one needle is doing, but the beauty of a knitting machine is that however many needles you have in working position, they will all be doing the same, just at slightly different times. And because they are all right next to each other, the stitches are linked together and every pass of the carriage creates a new row of knitted stitches.













TOOLS AND ACCESSORIES


All knitting machines will come with some tools and accessories; these might vary slightly between machines, but, typically, you will get the following:










Brush A small brush is handy for cleaning your machine.


Clamps These are used to secure the knitting machine to the table or surface you are using it on.


Claw weights These weights are hung onto the comb or directly onto the knitted fabric to give the fabric some take-down tension and help it knit smoothly.


Comb This is used to hang weights from when casting on; combs come in different lengths.


Latch tool This tool provides you with the end of a latch needle on a tool; it can be used for casting off, picking up dropped stitches and reworking stitches.


Needle pusher This is used to push a number of needles up at the same time; the edge that has spaces in it is used when you want to select just some of the needles.


Ravel cord This shiny, smooth piece of yarn can be used to cast on with, or to separate main knitting and waste yarn.


Transfer tools These are used to transfer stitches and come with different numbers of prongs; multiple prongs allow you to transfer multiple stitches at the same time.





LOOKING AFTER YOUR KNITTING MACHINE


With a huge number of knitting machines being bought second-hand, we know that these machines are built to last, but they’re not indestructible. As with any machine, knitting machines behave best when they are well looked after, so here are some general maintenance tips worth following.


Cover it up!


When you’re not using the machine, simply covering it with a cloth can save extra cleaning. Some machines come with a plastic cover, and you can also buy plastic covers for knitting machines. Plastic is used because it will keep all the dust off and doesn’t have fibres like a cloth does, but you don’t need a fancy cover – a thick piece of fabric either draped over the machine or sewn to a shape that fits around it will work.







A simple cover can save a lot of unnecessary cleaning.





Get Rid of That Fluff


Every time you use the machine, fibres from the yarn you are using are deposited on it. The amount of fibres will vary depending on the yarns used, but it’s good practice to brush any fibres off the machine between knits.







Removing fluff from a knitting machine helps to prevent build-up of fibres in the carriage.





Most machines come with a small brush to do this, and that works, but I find a 1.5cm-wide (half-inch) paintbrush is quicker and more effective for the surface of the machine. This regular de-fluffing can help to prevent both fuzzy build-up inside the carriage and bits of fluff from getting in your knitting.


Carriage Cleaning


If your knitting goes smoothly and you don’t take your carriage off very much, it can be really easy to miss all the fluff and dirt that can build up inside it. Depending on the make/model of the machine, the inside of the carriage will look different and need a slightly different method of cleaning.







Cleaning the inside of a knitting-machine carriage can help the machine run smoothly.





On all carriages, focus on removing any fluff using a brush. If there are areas you can’t reach with a brush, cotton buds are good; also, compressed air can be great to blast out any fluff or dirt. Run a clean, dry cotton bud along the track inside the carriage to extract any dirt that might have built up in there.


On electronic carriages, pay particular attention to the area where the sensor is located. Wipe the surface and surrounding area of the sensor with a cotton bud to remove any dirt from here.


Get Oiled


One of the most common mistakes people make when they get a second-hand machine that isn’t working properly is to throw oil at it. Old machines often do need oiling but usually not as much as people think, and ideally not with the oil that’s been in that machine toolbox for thirty years!







This is the oil that I like to use on my knitting machine.





The best oil I have found is called Balistol; specifically made for using on metal components, it is a light oil that works really well on the carriage and needles. I only oil things if they sound or feel creaky or stiff, or when I do a deep clean; over-oiling could result in fluff sticking to the oil inside the carriage, creating a build-up of gunk, which isn’t great for all the intricate moving parts of a knitting-machine carriage.


Deep Clean


Every so often, you need to treat your machine to a deep clean, which is like a spa day for the knitting machine; how often you need to do it will depend on how much you use the machine. A deep clean is exactly what it sounds like. Below are some pointers on the main steps (in order).


Removing and Cleaning Needles


To remove the needles you will take out the sponge bar (or equivalent on your machine) and remove all the needles from the machine. You will usually have a section on the machine that you use the most, so this can be an opportunity to swap the needles from this area with needles from areas you use less.







To remove the sponge bar, push it in at one end until the other end sticks out of the machine, then pull the bar out all the way from the end that is sticking out.





To clean the needles I use surgical spirit; outdoors if possible, but if not outside, then in a very well-ventilated area. Fill a jar (big enough to hold a group of your needles) half full with spirit and add your needles to it, butts down.







To remove a needle, slide it towards you, push the hook down to force the other end up, then pull the needle up out of the groove by its end.





Put the lid on and leave to soak for an hour or so, shaking the container a few times to help release the dirt. Lay some kitchen towel out on a flat surface then, wearing gloves, remove the needles one by one from the jar, wipe to remove any excess dirt and drop a small amount of oil onto the head of the needle where the latch meets the main body of the needle. Place needles on the kitchen towel to allow the spirit to evaporate.


Cleaning the Needle Bed


This part can be tricky, especially with standard domestic machines, as you can’t get into the needle spaces to clean them. Compressed air can be really useful for this – use it to blast any fluff out of the needle bed. If there is any dirt build-up on the needle-bed surface, you can use a small amount of surgical spirit on a cloth to wipe this off.







The empty needle bed with all needles removed.





Carriage Deep Clean


This is simply a more involved version of standard carriage cleaning. For the deep clean, use a cotton bud with surgical spirit to clean the channels inside the carriage and remove any build-up of dirt. A small amount of oil can be added to any hinges or areas that move within the carriage; again, use a cotton bud for this to avoid over-oiling.







Placing a needle back into the needle bed.










Cleaning inside the carriage using a cotton bud to get into all the channels.





Put it All Back Together


When everything is clean and the needles are completely dried out, you need to replace the needles. When they are all in, don’t forget to put the sponge bar, or your machine’s equivalent needle retainer, back in on top of the machine needles. You will need to hold the needles down while sliding the sponge bar back in. You can then put your carriage and sinker plate back on and you’re ready to go.







Replacing the sponge bar. Make sure you hold the needles down as you slide it back in.










Machine cleaned and ready to knit.








TROUBLESHOOTING


We have looked at the knitting machine and how it functions; now it’s time to have a look at what to do if things go wrong, which they sometimes do! You can come back to this section as and when you need it, but if you read through it first, it might help prevent the problems before they occur.


Remember, it is a machine, and as with any machine, the more practice you have at using it, the easier it will become. As with any equipment, there are some common problems, so these are a good place to start.


Carriage Jamming


This is one of the most common problems with machine knitting and can be caused by a number of things. If the carriage does jam, don’t panic, and above all don’t force it! Forcing can cause needles to bend or break.


Find the carriage-release function on your machine. Moving this lever or switch will disengage your carriage from the needle bed, allowing you to lift the carriage off the machine.


Sometimes, if the carriage is very stuck and won’t lift off, you might need to take the metal yarn-feeder section (sinker plate) off, as the needles sometimes get wedged in there. To do this, simply unscrew it carefully then remove it from the carriage and from any needles that it’s caught on.







The carriage is stuck over the knitting area.










Carriage-release function on the Brother machine.










The carriage being lifted off the machine.





When you have taken the carriage off, take a look at the machine so you can figure out why it got stuck. The most common causes of carriages jamming are the yarn being too thick to go through the machine needles, the yarn being caught under the carriage or sinker plate, or needle/s caught in the sinker plate.


Yarn can easily get caught in the wheels on the sinker plate, which can stop them from moving freely, making the carriage stiff and more difficult to move. If your carriage does get jammed, it is worth checking there isn’t a build-up of yarn around these wheels.


Always check all the needles and knitting before replacing the carriage, pick up any dropped stitches and fix or replace any bent/broken needles, and remember to secure the carriage back to the needle bed before resuming your knitting.


Yarn not Knitting


Sometimes when you’re knitting, the yarn doesn’t catch onto all the needles. This can happen for a few reasons. Stitch size is a common cause, especially if you’re changing between yarns; if your stitch size/tension is too small, the stitches won’t form because they will be too small to pass over the hook of the needles. If this happens, you need to increase the stitch size so that more yarn is being delivered to the needles and proper stitches can be formed.







The knitting is too tight, causing the yarn to float over the needles and not knit.










This yarn doesn’t have enough tension; this is referred to as slack yarn.










Pulling the yarn back towards the cone to remove the slack.





Another cause of the yarn not knitting could be that it is caught somewhere, so is not meeting the needles when it passes over. It can get caught up in the sinker plate, gate pegs, or anywhere else it can find to get snagged. This usually happens if the yarn doesn’t have enough tension on it, so is often an issue when changing colours because the yarn is slack. If this is the case, you either need to increase the tension on the mast or pull some yarn back towards the cone.


Loops at the Edge of Knitting


Sometimes you might find small loops forming at the edge of your knitting. This will happen when there is not enough tension on the yarn, and can have a number of different causes:


Taking the carriage too far past the edge of the knitting area


This is a common mistake, especially when working over a small area of needles on your machine. You only need to move the carriage far enough to knit and clear the edge stitches at each side of your knitting.


Not enough input tension on the yarn


Check the dial where the yarn has been brought through on the mast, and increase the tension here if needed.


Slack yarn due to yarn being pulled/moved around between being used


This is common when knitting stripes and swapping between colours, and resting the yarn rather than cutting it. If this happens, pull the yarn back towards the cone to put the tension back into it.


Stitches Falling at the Edge of Knitting


This usually happens when you have taken the carriage too far past the edge of your knitting. When you knit a row, the carriage needs to go past the edge of the knitting but only just past – you don’t need to take it all the way to the end of the needle bed. Taking it too far causes slack in the yarn, which in turn means the very edge stitch/es don’t knit.







This is as far as the carriage needs to travel past the edge of the knitting area.





Stitches falling off at the edges can also happen when you are knitting punch-card patterns and can simply be due to the needle arrangement in the pattern you are knitting. If that’s the case, you have to keep an eye on the stitches and pick them up if they drop.


Sometimes this can also happen because you’re knitting too fast! When everything is set right and the machine is running smoothly, it can be really tempting to speed up, but remember how many things the machine is doing and how much faster it already is than hand knitting, and take it a bit slower.


Dropped Stitch


Sometimes a stitch will drop off the needle and cause a small ladder in the fabric; this can happen at the edges, but these don’t usually ladder and you can pick the stitch up and put it straight onto the edge needle. Dropped stitches often happen when you are transferring, or sometimes if one of the needles isn’t working correctly.







This stitch has dropped, and a small ladder has been made in the fabric.





If you drop a stitch, the first thing to do is remove your weights, as this will help to prevent it dropping any further down your fabric. When you have done this, take your latch tool, find the dropped stitch and use the latch tool to knit the stitch, closing the ladder. The photos give a step-by-step guide.


Picking up a Dropped Stitch







1. To pick up a dropped stitch, start by using the hook of the latch tool to find the stitch. Insert the hook into the stitch with the hook facing you.










2. Push the tool down so that the stitch travels up the latch tool. Keep moving the tool down until the stitch moves past the open latch.










3. Now use the ladder to knit the stitch. Start by placing the lowest ladder in front of the latch on your tool.










4. With the stitch behind the latch and the ladder on top of it, pull the tool up: this will pull the ladder through the stitch, forming a new stitch.










5. Repeat steps 2–4 over the remaining ladders, pushing the tool down, placing the ladder in the hook, and pulling the ladder through the stitch on the needle.










6. When you have knitted the top ladder, place the stitch back onto the empty needle on the machine.





Stitch not Forming Correctly


Occasionally a single needle won’t work properly, and you will get a faulty stitch in this area. Needles can get bent out of shape and they can even snap. Diagrams and photos earlier in this chapter showed what the latch needle should look like.







This needle has a bent latch, which means that it won’t be able to form stitches correctly.





The latch needs to be in line with the hook so it can close and the stitch can form properly. Have a good look at the needle; sometimes the latch has simply become a bit wonky and you can straighten it with some pliers. If the needle latch or hook is too damaged to be bent back into shape, however, you will need to replace the needle that isn’t working correctly.


Replacing a Needle


To replace a needle, first you need to remove the sponge bar, as this is holding all the needles in place (see the section on deep-cleaning your machine earlier in the chapter). Simply remove the broken needle and replace it with a spare if you have one, or a needle from the very edge of the needle bed. When your new needle/s are in, don’t forget to replace the sponge bar. Simply push it back in from one end while holding the needles down with the other hand.


Remember, if the needle isn’t knitting correctly, you can often bend the latch and hook back into the right position using small pliers; try this first before replacing the needle with a new one.





YARNS


When you are working with a knitting machine, the yarn that you choose to use can make a huge difference, not only to the fabric you make but also to the physical effort of knitting with it. When choosing which yarns you want to work with, there are obvious qualities such as colour and surface that you will look at, but it’s good to also understand what you are working with.


There are so many different yarns to choose from, so under-standing a bit more about where these yarns come from and how they are made means you can make more informed choices about what you are using.


Fibres


The yarn you are using will be made from fibres: natural, manmade or a combination of both. Natural fibres include wool, cotton and linen – essentially any fibres that are derived from animals or plants – while fibres such as acrylics, viscose and polyester are all man-made. A common misconception is that all natural fibres are environmentally friendly, and all man-made fibres are not. This is not always the case, as there’s much more to a yarn than simply the source of the fibre. There are ethical considerations relating to fibres, such as wool, that come from the fleece of animals, and environmental considerations for resource- and process-intensive fibres, such as cotton.


Whichever yarn you choose, it’s important to know that a fabric knitted using a cotton yarn will have a different finish and handle to the same fabric knitted using a wool yarn. Every fibre has its own unique set of characteristics that directly affect the properties of the yarn and, in turn, the fabric it is made into.


So, what does all this mean for you as a machine knitter? Depending on the fibres that the yarn is made from, the yarn will behave differently when being knitted due to the properties of the fibres.


Wool


There are a variety of fibres that are classified as wools, from goat hair to yak and alpaca to camel. However, in machine-knitting yarns, this fibre primarily comes from sheep, and still has many variants. You will come across plenty of lambswool and merino wool, as well as wool and wool/acrylic blends.







A variety of wool yarns of different qualities and thicknesses.










Two ends of fine lambswool yarn knitted into a swatch.





Wool fibre has great natural elasticity, meaning good stretch and recovery when being knitted and in the resulting fabric. The unique structure of the wool fibre means that it acts as an insulator in cold weather, but can also draw moisture away from the body. Wool is a naturally renewable and biodegradable fibre that breaks down easily and quickly when buried.


Cotton


This is another very widely used fibre, and again a natural fibre, derived from the boll that grows right at the top of the cotton plant. It is a very water-intensive crop that grows most successfully in hot climates.







A selection of cotton machine-knitting yarns.










Cotton yarn knitted into a swatch.





Cotton fibres are known for their strength and durability, which in turn make cotton yarns strong and durable. Due to the structure of the fibres, cotton yarns have a low stretch and recovery, meaning that when you knit with them, they might feel stiffer than a wool or acrylic. The fibre has a very smooth surface, which makes it very comfortable when worn against the skin.


Cotton is a natural fibre; however, a huge number of insecticides and pesticides are used in the farming process that can cause harm to both the farmers and surrounding area. Many more organic cottons are now being produced, which have a lower environmental impact.


Acrylic


This yarn is very widely used in knitwear in general, and you will find a lot of acrylic machine-knitting yarns. Acrylic is a man-made yarn made from synthetic polymers that was developed to mimic the properties of wool. It is a versatile fibre, as it can be processed in many different ways to create different types of yarn.







Acrylic machine-knitting yarns in a few different thicknesses.










Acrylic yarn knitted into a swatch.





Being modelled on wool, acrylic fibres have good stretch and recovery, and the resultant yarns are often stronger than their woollen counterpart. Acrylic yarns can be great for beginner machine knitters and for people who don’t want to wear or use animal fibres. Acrylic is derived from petroleum products such as crude oil; it resists degradation, meaning it will last well while being used, but unfortunately won’t biodegrade.


Fancy Yarns


Any yarn that isn’t a standard plied and spun yarn can be categorised as ‘fancy’. This handy catch-all term for any non-standard yarn covers a huge range of yarns that all have their own specific properties. Some fancy yarns, such as fine ‘eyelash’ and boucle yarns, will add texture to your knitting, whereas lurex can add shine. You can also find glow-in-the-dark, neon and light-reflective yarns if you want something really out of the ordinary.







A selection of fancy yarns.










Textured fancy ‘eyelash’ yarn knitted into a swatch.





Waste Yarn


This refers to a yarn that is knitted at the beginning or end of a swatch or panel that will later be removed. Waste yarn can be used to cast on, particularly to knit lifted hems; it is also used to remove fabric from the machine, leaving you with live stitches at the top of your knitted fabric.







Suitable cotton yarn in the hook of a standard-gauge needle.










Unsuitable yarn in the hook of a standard-gauge needle.





Waste yarn can be any yarn; I usually use a thinner yarn than I am working with for the main knitting, and often an acrylic because it has good strength and flexibility. Despite its name, I try not to waste this yarn by avoiding cutting it where possible (usually when it is used to cast on) and instead winding it back onto the cone after unravelling it from the knitted piece. If it has been cut, it can be tied and wound back onto the cone by hand; using a thin yarn means that any small knots will knit through without causing any problems.


Thickness


One of the most common questions I get asked by beginner machine knitters is ‘what yarn should I use?’ People often come to machine knitting from hand knitting and want to use the same yarns, and while some hand-knit yarns will work on a standard-gauge knitting machine, there is a whole world of yarns out there that have been made specifically to use with a knitting machine.


To start with, we have to consider different knitting machines; all the projects in this book will be made using a standard-gauge domestic knitting machine, as that is the machine beginners are most likely to have gone for, but there are other machines out there. Within the world of domestic machine knitting, we also have ‘chunky’ machines and ‘fine’ machines, for which you would use thicker or thinner yarns respectively.


When choosing a yarn to use on your knitting machine, you want to avoid any yarn that is too thick for the machine because it will not knit, and can cause the machine to jam. You can use thinner yarns, and some great effects can be created by using multiple ends of finer yarns together. A good way to test if a yarn will work with a machine is simply to place the yarn into the hook of one of the needles. There needs to be some room left in the hook of the needle for the yarn to knit, so if the yarn fills the hook up, it will be too thick for the machine. As you can see in the photographs, the finer cotton yarn leaves plenty of room, whereas the chunky cotton fills the hook completely.
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