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Introduction



“Now that you are become an Aunt, you are a person of some consequence & must excite great Interest whatever You do. I have always maintained the importance of Aunts as much as possible…” So wrote Jane Austen in 1815, to her ten-year-old niece Caroline. Anyone familiar with Austen’s work will know that this is true: her aunts – Anne Elliot, Lady Catherine, Miss Bates, Mrs Gardiner et al – stride fully-formed around the centre of her plots, laughing, scolding, counselling and caring.


I am blessed in having an abundance of Mrs Gardiners in my life: fun, loving, supportive aunts whom I adore. This anthology is for them – I know that the trail-blazing, advice-giving, feast-cooking, fast-chatting, music-loving, gift-giving, high-kicking aunts collected here will make them smile.


The book also celebrates the lovely phenomenon of the unrelated ‘aunt’, the close family friend. ‘Aunt’ isn’t simply a word describing a biological relationship; we use it to signify closeness, connection and a nurturing presence – as well as the agony aunt’s ability to give smart and objective advice. There are many such inspiring, influential figures here.


But there are cloudier stories, too – aunts who have been trapped by the times, by bad luck, by their socioeconomic circumstances. And so the anthology also functions as an important historical account of women’s experiences: alongside the exuberantly convention-busting aunts, we encounter those who lost their only loves to war, who never had the children or the lives they longed for, who have been misunderstood or neglected by impatient younger relatives.


Whatever the situation, each poem offers a hugely memorable encounter. I loved this submission process – it was wonderful to meet such bold, formidable, heartbreaking, hilarious individuals and I treasure every aunt in this anthology. Reader, I am delighted to introduce you to so many persons of consequence.


Rachel Piercey


LONDON


April 2017
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ANNA WOODFORD



Travelling with Isaac



Tired of toys, you play


with your voice –


‘A-ba!’  ‘Ah-ba!’


I find a couple of words
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