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Physical Characteristics of the Tibetan Spaniel


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Neck: Moderately short, strong and well set on.


Skull: Slightly domed, moderate width and length.


Head: Small in proportion to body and proudly carried, giving an impression of quality. Masculine in dogs but free from coarseness.
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Ears: Medium size, pendant, well feathered in the adult and set fairly high. They may have a slight lift from the skull, but should not fly.


Eyes: Dark brown in color, oval in shape, bright and expressive, of medium size set fairly well apart but forward looking, giving an apelike expression. Eye rims black.


Nose: Black.


Muzzle: Medium length, blunt with cushioning, free from wrinkle.


Teeth: Evenly placed and the lower jaw wide between the canine tusks. Full dentition desired. A level mouth is permissible, providing there is sufficient width and depth of chin to preserve the blunt appearance of the muzzle.


Forequarters: Shoulder well placed. The bones of the forelegs slightly bowed but firm at shoulder. Moderate bone.


Tail: Set high, richly plumed and carried in a gay curl over the back when moving.


Hindquarters: Well made and strong. Stifle well developed, showing moderate angulation. Hocks well let down and straight when viewed from behind.


Coat: Double coat, silky in texture, smooth on face and front of legs, of moderate length on body, but lying rather flat. Ears and back of forelegs nicely feathered, tail and buttocks well furnished with longer hair. Neck covered with a mane or “shawl” of longer hair, which is more pronounced in dogs than bitches. Feathering between toes often extending beyond the feet.


Color: All colors, and mixtures of colors allowed. Feet—White markings allowed.


Size: Height about 10 inches.


Weight: 9-15 pounds being ideal.
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From the high tablelands of Tibet comes the Tibetan Spaniel, a quaint Oriental breed that has a fascinating history. These two youngsters are Haborn Sherpa Chumbo (left) and his litter sister Haborn Sherpanie for Braeduke at nine months of age.
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ORIGIN OF THE BREED


The Tibetan Spaniel is a small, active and alert little dog that hails from the high tablelands of Tibet, known frequently as “the Roof of the World.” This is a mystical country with a barren landscape. Tibet’s dogs, like its people, have to be able to deal with extremes of temperature, fiercely bright light and high altitude, for the majority live between 10,000 and 17,000 feet.


There long have been a number of Tibetan breeds known in the Himalayan regions, but the best known in the West are the Lhasa Apso, Tibetan Terrier, Tibetan Mastiff and, of course, the Tibetan Spaniel. The Shih Tzu is another well-known breed with roots in Tibet, but in fact this is a Sino-Tibetan breed, more closely linked with the Lhasa Apso.


The Tibetan Spaniel has certainly been known in the monasteries of Tibet for hundreds of years. However, the earliest written records of Tibet did not come into being until around 639 AD, making it difficult to substantiate claims about any of the Tibetan breeds before that date. It is important to appreciate that to Buddhists, dogs, like all other sentient beings, have been reincarnated, their souls having migrated to other bodies following death. Buddhists believe that a dog might indeed have been a human in a previous life or could be reincarnated as one in the next, or subsequent, life. As a result of this belief, Tibetan Buddhists do not take life and so would never kill a dog. How sad it is that in recent decades the Chinese, who have taken over Tibet, have destroyed the canine population, particularly in the cities.


The Thirteenth Dalai Lama owned Tibetan Spaniels, but this breed did not live solely in the monasteries where it shared life with the monks, nor was it a “holy dog,” as some have said. Tibetan Spaniels were also companions in the home. Whether in the monastery or in the home, they were valued as both watchdogs and bed-warmers; they also were traveling companions on trading journeys and pilgrimages.
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The Hon. Mrs. McLaren Morrison’s Tibetan Spaniel named Everest, circa 1907. Note the type on this dog, markedly different from the breed we enjoy today.
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The author photographed this typical Tibetan Spaniel on one of her sojourns to Nepal. This is a rugged little dog with a pleasant disposition and a weather-proof coat.


BEFORE AND AFTER THE TURN OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY


One of the early exponents of the breed outside its homeland was the Hon. Mrs. McLaren Morrison, who brought several foreign breeds to Britain. She imported Tibetan Spaniels to Britain during the 1880s, and in 1895 her dog Yezo was the first of the breed to be exhibited at Crufts. Yezo’s appearance at Crufts was in 1898. Yezo was also the sire of the first recorded litter of Tibetan Spaniels, born in 1895 out of a bitch by the name of Sikkim.




TALE OF THE PRAYER WHEEL


There is an oft-repeated story that, in Tibet, this breed was trained to turn a prayer wheel. As charming a picture as this story might conjure up in the mind’s eye, many people familiar with Tibet and its culture are inclined to agree that this is likely to be pure myth. Admittedly, prayer wheels vary in size, but the author has never yet seen one being turned by a dog!







REINCARNATION


Most Tibetan people are Buddhist, and all true Buddhists are kind to their dogs, as they are to other animals. They believe in reincarnation, meaning that any animal, even a lowly ant, might at one time have been a human relation.





Mrs. McLaren Morrison wrote that she had seen some splendid Tibetan Spaniels in the East. She was of the opinion that if the breed were better known, it would be much appreciated in England, taking its place alongside the Pekingese and Japanese Spaniel (now known as the Japanese Chin). A red-and-white parti-color called Lhasa was imported to Britain by Mrs. F. Wormald in 1905, and soon the Tibetan Spaniel actually became more numerous in Britain than the breed we now know as the Lhasa Apso. However, unlike the Apso, it had not been awarded the right of gaining the title of champion at British shows.
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The Hon. Mrs. McLaren Morrison’s Tibetan Spaniels. The second dog from the left is Yezo, an imported dog. Next to him is his son, Grand Lhama. This photo is dated 1907.


Mrs. McLaren Morrison said that the Tibetan people knew well the value of Tibetan dogs and recognized the Tibetan Spaniel as a distinct breed. She had seen them in a variety of colors: black, black with white markings, white with black markings and black and tan. She noted how similar the colors were to those of the King Charles Spaniel in England, but she had seen no color in Tibet to compare with the ruby variety of the King Charles. Mrs. Morrison had noticed that the Tibetan Spaniel did not “prance and dance and scamper at his master’s heels” like the other small Tibetan dogs; instead, he was the “King Charles” of the East, a lady’s lap-dog. The Tibetan Spaniel’s feathered feet seemed made to rest on silken cushions and were not designed for duty in the snow!
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The English Toy Spaniel, also called the King Charles Spaniel, is believed to have derived from the Tibetan Spaniel.


Although the Tibetan Spaniel was kept indoors more than the other breeds of that land, it still had to cope with the rigors of the country. A white-and-tan dog and his female kennel companion were imported to Britain following an early expedition to Tibet. Suffice it to say that they walked nearly all the way from Tibet to India, and those who know the region well, as I do, will appreciate that that was no small feat!
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The Tibetan Spaniel may have given rise to the attractive Japanese Chin, formerly called the Japanese Spaniel.


AN ANCESTOR OF OTHER BREEDS


With Tibet’s written records not beginning until the seventh century, it is not easy to ascertain which breeds were the ancestors of others. Having said that, certain similarities between various Oriental breeds are clearly obvious. Many within the Tibetan Spaniel fraternity have, over the years, claimed that the Tibetan Spaniel is the ancestor of other breeds, particularly the Pekingese, the Japanese Chin and the English Toy Spaniel. Certainly Mrs. McLaren Morrison believed that to be the case. However, the Chinese appear to claim that it was the Chinese dogs that were the forerunners of the Tibetan breeds.


Mrs. Morrison’s theory is borne out by Professor Ludvic von Schulmuth, who has studied skeletal remains of dogs dating back some 10,000 years. He has created a thoroughly absorbing genealogical tree of Tibetan dogs in which the “Gobi Desert Kitchen Midden Dog,” which was a scavenger, evolved to become the “Small Soft-Coated Drop-Eared Hunting Dog.” From this developed the Tibetan Spaniel, and then the Pekingese and Japanese Chin. Interestingly, Professor von Schulmuth believes that the Lhasa Apso, Tibetan Terrier and Tibetan Mastiff developed from the “Large Spitz-Type Dog,” not from the “Kitchen Midden Dog.”


Nonetheless, we should bear in mind that it is highly likely that the various Tibetan breeds of dog were interbred in their homeland, explaining why two fully coated pure-bred Lhasa Apsos can produce the occasional puppy which looks, for all intents and purposes, like a Tibetan Spaniel. The Apso breeders call these pups “Prapsos.” In the early days, planned test matings were carried out by experienced Lhasa Apso breeders, and now “Prapsos” crop up only rarely. However, I know of Prapsos that, in the past, were exported out of Britain with papers marked “Tibetan Spaniel, Lhasa Apso bred.” When all is said and done, and despite Professor von Schulmuth’s findings, I think that most experienced breeders of Tibetan dogs will agree that the Tibetan breeds are all interrelated.
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TIBETAN TREASURE


In difficult times of famine, Tibetans would sell or exchange all of their treasures. However, they were so devoted to their dogs that they would never part with them. Tibetans only part with their dogs as gifts or in exchange for great services that have been rendered.





THE WAR YEARS AND BETWEEN


As with all breeds of dog, World War I wreaked havoc with people’s breeding plans, and the Tibetan Spaniel was not the only breed to almost die out in Britain. Shortly after the war, a writer in the canine press commented that Tibetan Spaniels were “doing little more than holding their own,” and just a few years later thought the breed “appeared to be extinct.”
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A Tibetan Terrier bookended by two Tibetan Spaniels. These two delightful Tibetan breeds are curiously named, as the Tibetan Terrier is by no means a true terrier, just as the Tibetan Spaniel is unrelated to the sporting breeds.
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Sino-Tibetan cousin to the Tibetan Spaniel is the glamorous Shih Tzu. These two breeds were initially shown together in the early days.


Thankfully, the breed was not actually extinct, although very badly depleted in number. New imported blood was necessary to revive the breed. There were indeed several Tibetan Spaniels in Britain prior to WWII, and some were exhibited at Crufts between 1929 and 1939. Some of these belonged to Dr. Nancy Greig, who had worked in India as a physician and, while there, sent Tibetan Spaniels, Tibetan Terriers and Lhasa Apsos to her mother, Mrs. Greig, in England.


Until the early 1930s, however, there was much confusion among the various Tibetan breeds and their Sino-Tibetan cousin, the Shih Tzu. The dogs were shown together in the same classes and there was much heated debate, particularly surrounding the differences between the Lhasa Apso and the Shih Tzu. The people involved in these breeds at that time were a colorful crowd. The Greigs, who had not only Tibetan Spaniels but also Tibetan Terriers and Lhasa Apsos, put forward the argument that the Tibetan Spaniel should be allowed to have prick ears. This was apparently the battle that “raged longest and hardest,” but it was settled by the group’s agreeing to the “charming lift of the ears next to the head.”


The meetings of the early 1930s were held at the home of Lady Freda Valentine on London’s Green Street. In Lady Freda’s closing years, I was privileged to get to know her rather well, and she always amused me with her tales of those meetings. Her eyes used to light up as she told me how she made one of the Greigs pass around the cream cakes so that she would be obliged to speak to people, and they to her!




GYAKHI


In the East, the Tibetan Spaniel has also been called the “Gyakhi,” the treasured pet and watchdog of the monasteries. Sir Edward Wakefield said, “The monks are no more ready to part with a Gyakhi than is a desert Arab to part with his mare.” Thus, it was indeed a great honor for the Maharaja of Sikkim to have procured the Gyakhi named Dolma for Sir Edward.





In 1934 the Tibetan Breeds Association was formed with the aim of drawing clear dividing lines between the breeds. It must be said, though, that the Tibetan Spaniel had not been as caught up in the confusion as had the other breeds. So, in 1934, breed standards were laid down for the Tibetan Spaniel, Lhasa Apso, Tibetan Terrier and Tibetan Mastiff. The Shih Tzu was classified as a separate breed and was not represented by the newly formed association.


Food was scarce during the war years and, at the beginning of World War II, dog shows were suspended. Few owners retained their stock during the war, and distemper also hit hard, but throughout the dog world some dedicated breeders were determined that their breeds should survive. Dr. Greig found that if she bred rabbits, she could help to eke out the meat ration; she was also able to sell the rabbit pelts. Sadly, in the case of the Tibetan Spaniel, only one of the pre-war dogs is known to have survived. This was Skyid, a large red dog, owned by Mrs. O. Sabin. Today’s owners who trace their Tibetan Spaniels’ pedigrees back may well find Skyid in the background.


AFTER THE WAR YEARS


Instrumental in reviving the breed in Britain following the war was Lady Wakefield, who had been in the Punjab with her husband, Sir Edward. In 1938 they were presented with a Tibetan Spaniel bitch. This bitch, Mughiwuli, had been born in Lahore, and her parents had come from western Tibet. She was mated on more than one occasion to a male borrowed from the Tashi Gong Monastery. In 1946 the Wakefields came home with Mughiwuli’s son Lama and a dog named Dolma, who Sir Edward had obtained through the Maharaja of Sikkim. Colonel and Mrs. Hawkins brought Garpon and Potola, who were Lama’s litter brother and sister, home to England. These four Tibetan Spaniels formed the nucleus of the breed’s modern-day foundation.


Lama and Dolma together produced, among others, Chuni La, who won the very first bitch Challenge Certificate (CC), an award toward a British championship, with Best of Breed at Crufts in 1960. Remarkably, this lovely bitch was ten years old at the time! The first dog CC went to Kye Ho Tumi, whose pedigree also went back to Lama and Dolma. The first champion in the breed was the bitch Rowena of Padua, while Kye-Ho-Za-Khyi, a deep red-sable-colored dog, was the first male titleholder.


[image: image]


The Lhasa Apso, a breed closely related to the Tibetan Mastiff, Tibetan Terrier and Tibetan Spaniel, is counted among the most popular companion dogs in the world.
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Mrs. Greig and her daughter, Dr. Greig, with some of their Tibetan Terriers. In the foreground is a Tibetan Spaniel, circa 1928.


More and more dedicated owners became enthusiastic about the breed and, although bloodlines were still very restricted, it became evident that considerable variations in “type” had begun to emerge. This, though, should not have been unexpected; looking back to the breed in its homeland, one can see considerable differences there as well. In Tibet, differences in type were largely due to the great distances between some of the monasteries. From area to area, it was inevitable that Tibetan Spaniels that varied in appearance would evolve. Tibetan people have always said that although some Tibetan Spaniels were large and rather coarse, the smaller ones were considered to be the best.


TOWARD THE PRESENT DAY


By the mid-1950s, breeders felt there was sufficient support for Tibetan dogs in Britain for the Tibetan Breeds Association to be disbanded and individual breed clubs formed; thus the Tibetan Spaniel Association came into being. Today there are six specialist clubs for the Tibetan Spaniel in Britain, which just goes to show how the breed has become stronger over the decades.




THE BREED’S HOMELAND


The Tibetan Spaniel’s homeland, Tibet, is a high tableland, with the plains around Lhasa about 2 miles above sea level. In size, Tibet is equal to France, Germany and Great Britain combined. Temperatures vary considerably—within the space of a day, temperature may rise from the freezing point to 100°F.







WHAT’S IN A NAME?


The Tibetan Spaniel’s name has long been considered a misnomer, for the Tibetan Spaniel is really not a “spaniel” in the true sense of the word. Of the Tibetan breeds, the Tibetan Spaniel is not the only one to have had some confusion surrounding its name, for neither can the Tibetan Terrier be said to be a terrier! Over decades, the various Tibetan breeds have been known by a multitude of names.





There have been several imports to Britain over the years; records have been broken and breed history has been made. Registrations were reasonably steady toward the end of the 1990s, peaking at 467 in 1995, falling in 1996 and rising to 432 in 1997. Numbers have dropped slightly since then, but the outlook is promising and the future looks bright for the breed in the UK.
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Ch. Wildhern Full of Fire, owned by Herb and Betty Rosen and bred by Mrs. J.D.F. Micklewait.
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Ch. Krisala’s Petite Gourmet was bred and owned by Becky Maag. She was the first bitch to win a Best in Show at an all-breed show.


TIBETAN SPANIELS IN THE UNITED STATES


The story of the “Tibbie,” as the breed is fondly called, in the United States begins with Mu and Tashi, the two dogs acquired by Constance Bridge Jones in the 1920s. She imported these dogs to the US, though they were not bred or shown. They were lovely companion dogs. Reports of other Tibetan Spaniels have echoed in the corridors of the breed’s American history, but no substantial evidence of these litters or the World War II veterans’ souvenir dogs has been confirmed.
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The foundation bitch for Ambrier, Ch. TUK-KU SHE-NAY-MO, known as “Natasha” by her owner Mallory Cosby Driskill and her breeder Joan Child.


In the late 1960s Doghouse Dream Baby, known as “Missy,” and Eng. Ch. Yakrose Chiala of Amcross were imported from England by Leo Kearns of Connecticut, who deserves credit for getting the Tibbie on its feet on American soil. One of Mr. Kearns’s friends, Joan Child, exhibited her Tibbie Ciceter Norbu at a rare-breed show in 1971, the first time the breed was seen in an American show ring. This same year the Connecticut fanciers, guided by Joan Child and determined to gain American Kennel Club (AKC) recognition of the Tibetan Spaniel, formed the Tibetan Spaniel Club of America (TSCA). The club immediately began a Stud Book to register the foundation stock in the US, this being one of the requirements for AKC recognition, and organized a specialty show. The TSCA adopted the breed standard used by the British parent club, the Tibetan Spaniel Club.
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Ch. Jemari Deb Stuart, owned and bred by Dick and Carol Jeffery, was the top dog in 1993.
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Ch. Boda Ambrier End O The Rainbow, bred by Mallory Cosby Driskell with owners Shirley C. Howard and Kathy Herman. He was the number-one dog in 1999.


By 1972 the first TSCA specialty match was held and was a great success. The first club champion was Witneylea Kulha, bred by A.L. Weller of England and owned by Joan Child. The club established this title in 1976 and continued offering it until 1984 when the breed became recognized by the AKC. The Tibetan Spaniel entered the AKC Miscellaneous Class in 1977; even so, owners continued to compete for the club title since their dogs couldn’t yet qualify for AKC championship points.
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Ch. Patchouli of Alan-Li, owned by Susan W. Miccio.


Under the guidance of then TSCA president Phyllis Kohler, the Tibetan Spaniel achieved AKC recognition in 1984 and the breed entered the Non-Sporting Group. The first AKC champion was Calamalca Cassidy (or “Casey”), who also won the breed’s first group placement at his first show. Casey was owned by Herb and Betty Rosen and bred by Helen Almey of England. Mallory Driskill’s Ch. Bim’s Twin Socks Kamla, ROM was the first bitch champion. She was bred by Tom and Florence Whiting.


Even though breeders can be found across the continent, the Tibetan Spaniel remains a little-known breed in the US, in fact, a rather well-kept secret. Within ten years of recognition, there were approximately 55 active Tibetan Spaniel breeders in the US, producing around 130 litters per year. The year 1990 marked the first Tibetan Spaniel to win a Best in Show award at an AKC all-breed show: Richard and M.C. Jeffrey’s Ch. Kensing Pongo, ROM, bred in England. Ch. Jo’Jevon Distant Thunder, ROM became the first American-bred Tibbie to earn the top prize in the same year. The dog was bred by Jean Wright, Yvonne Crofts and Joan Child and owned by White Acre kennels.


[image: image]


Here’s Ch. Ebonstern Avalon Dandi Lion, owned by Dr. Lee Nelson.
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Ch. White Acres Press One, owned by Don and Patti Kelley and his breeders Ed and Carol Tyke of White Acres kennels. He was the top dog in 1994 and 1995.
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Rocky, owned by Becky Sumner and Sue Ledoux.


In 1992 the Register of Merit (ROM) program, sponsored by the TSCA, was set into motion at the club’s first AKC-sanctioned national specialty. The ROM designation is awarded to dogs (sires and dams) who produce champion offspring, thereby promoting responsible breeding practices among the TSCA members. Excluding imports from a few top British and Finnish kennels, American breeders did not rely upon European lines. Yet Tom and Florence Whiting’s Bim’s Tibetan Spaniels had quite an influence on the American-bred Tibetan Spaniel. The Whitings brought back from India a pair of Tibbies, Bimbo and Dido, whose offspring combined with a bitch from TSCA Ch. Ambrier’s Tiger Lily had a big influence on the breed in America. In a few generations, this combination produced a dog who to this day remains the top-producing sire in America and is behind many of today’s breeders’ Tibetan Spaniels. His name is Am./Mex. Ch. Ambrier’s Amazing Pumpkinn, ROMX, the only Tibbie awarded a lifetime Achievement Award from the TSCA.
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Ch. Tibroke’s Stallon of Avalon, bred by Kay Dickeson, is known as “Rocky.” He was the top dog in 1999, owned by Becky Sumner and Sue Ledoux.


Among the country’s most influential breeders are Mallory Driskill (Ambrier), Herb Rosen (Bet’R), Carol Tyte (White Acres), Joan and Robert Child and Jean Wright (Jo’Jevon) and Kay F. Dickeson (Tibroke). By 1994, ten years after recognition, there were 800 AKC champions in the US, bearing such prefixes as Aki Shima, Boda, Deetree, Dragonsong, Jemari, Phylmarko, Tamzil and those already mentioned.


Joining the efforts of many of the breed’s foundation kennels still operating today, many new breeding programs have come along in recent years. Here’s a 50-cent tour of Tibbies in our 50 states:
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Ch. Ambrier Paladin of Jo’Jevon, owned by Jean Wright, Joan Child and Yvonne Croft, and bred by Mallory Cosby Driskill and Betty Rosen. Paladin was the top Tibbie in 1988, and in 1993 became the only Tibbie to win the national specialty from the Veterans Class.
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Ch. Ambrier’s Amazing Pumpkinn, bred by Mallory Cosby Driskell and co-owned by Betty Rosen, was the top dog all breeds in 1987. Pumpkinn is the top sire in the breed, with 32 champion get to his credit.


In Connecticut, the Tibbie’s “home state,” there are still a number of breeders, including Joan and Robert Child’s longstanding kennel Jo’Jevon in North Haven and C.A. Eckersley’s Chadwick kennel in Cos Cob. In other states in Northeast, we have Thomas and Carole Anne Taylor’s Starlite in Delaware; Kevin Wassong and Patricia Sarles’s Wassong in New Jersey; the Novocins’ Santera and the Silbermans’ KokoNor programs, both based in Maryland; and Harold Hartman’s Namtrah kennel in York Haven, Pennsylvania. In New York, we have the Chaffees’ Shenanwood, Judith Hardt’s Heartline, Chaeryl Kelly’s Dragonhold and Barbara Salberg’s Britwalds.
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Here’s Ch. Jemari Joyous Pippin during an agility trial, a true light at the end of the pipe tunnel. Owner Karen Chamberlain.


Looking to the South, we have breeders and kennels including Gembox, owned by Jan Wright of Alabama; Vicky Sabo of Georgia; Glenwal, owned by Walter and Glenna Kuehn of Kentucky; and Lin Chi, owned by Linda Hendrix, and Tsand, owned by Tom and Sandra Lidster, both of South Carolina. In the great state of Virginia, Mallory Cosby Driskill’s Ambrier kennel continues to be one of the most respected and successful in the breed. Other Tibbie-devoted Virginians include June Kapos (Hi-Fire), John and Susan Mullins (Hysam), Gina Podsednik (Gjnjah) and Diane Davidson Updike (Tinkertown).
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