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PROLOGUE




“The Crucial Challenges Facing the BRICS: On the Unstoppable Growth of the Bloc of Global Emerging Economies” is a book that compiles nine research papers, each published as a chapter, and authored by leading academic researchers from Latin America, Europe, and Asia. This book addresses a broad spectrum of issues in international law, international relations, politics, and the global economy, providing an in-depth analysis of human rights protection, migration policies, and trade and political relations between states in a changing global landscape. It includes contributions from Peru, Brazil, China, India, and Russia, and features publications in English. The compiled works offer diverse perspectives on these issues, providing readers with valuable opportunities for reflection and analysis on international human rights law, challenges and threats to international relations, and global governance. 




The multipolar world implies the existence of various decision-making centers that interact and shape global politics. In such a world, states or their coalitions form international organizations, political and military alliances, and integration associations. It is worth noting that the current international relations system has become increasingly imbalanced. The UN, initially established as an international organization to uphold and enhance global peace and security and to foster cooperation among states, has become an instrument of domination and paralysis, primarily advancing the interests of the collective West. Although the UN was once viewed as a key instrument of globalization, its structure has become outdated following the collapse of the bipolar world order and the exit of the socialist bloc. This outdated framework now obstructs efforts to create a new global paradigm. Given this decline in relevance and effectiveness, a new multipolar order might be better supported by international organizations like BRICS, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, and the Eurasian Economic Union. This book examines BRICS’s role on the global stage. The association represents a unique example of cooperation between leading developed and developing countries, responding to global changes and aiming to strengthen its members’ positions.




BRICS is an ideal platform for establishing a new multipolar world. This is evidenced by the significant increase in countries seeking to join the association, now including nine members. The key factors unifying BRICS include developed multipolarity, global economic growth, substantial human and resource potential, and the formation of shared traditional values. BRICS has established itself as a cornerstone of economic security, notably through the creation of institutions like the New Development Bank. The association has the potential to become a powerful global entity capable of asserting its demands.




Nevertheless, BRICS faces challenges that hinder its objectives. The chapters in this book explore how internal problems within BRICS impact its cooperation and potential fragmentation. The group aims to challenge the contemporary world order and establish a fairer multipolar world, but this ambition presents difficulties that could affect its efficiency and cohesion. The BRICS countries encounter a range of obstacles, including economic disparities, internal conflicts among members, geopolitical tensions, political disagreements on the evolving global landscape, and institutional issues. Overcoming these challenges will require consensus and dialogue to strengthen cooperation and enable BRICS to effectively influence the development of a polycentric world order.




We commend and celebrate this work by distinguished academic researchers for its contribution to the academic, professional, and non-scientific discourse in international law, international relations, politics, and the global economy.




Today, I would like to share some insights on the role of countries within the BRICS group, as well as current trends and future prospects for cooperation among its member states. BRICS has established itself as a significant factor in global economic and political processes. Its goal is to develop joint responses to a range of international challenges to ensure sustainable development and long-term economic growth. Through the comprehensive implementation of the BRICS Economic Partnership Strategy until 2025, member states have the opportunity to strengthen their positions in the global economy and political arena. The prospects include enhancing the role of BRICS states in the international monetary and financial system, advancing interbank cooperation, and expanding the use of national currencies. Certainly, the priorities involve fostering partnerships in science and innovation, healthcare, education, cultural exchanges and strengthening humanitarian ties. Many BRICS member countries view the development of a shared cultural space as essential, including the exchange of art, literature, music, and cinema. This effort fosters stronger connections and helps to build a unified cultural identity. BRICS is committed to addressing global challenges such as climate change, poverty, and infectious diseases, with intercultural interaction facilitating the exchange of experiences and resources. Candidate states for BRICS also play a vital role, representing potential for cooperation in sectors such as agriculture, energy, and high technology.




In conclusion, the BRICS format provides members with opportunities to strengthen their positions in the global economy and politics. Despite the challenges and difficulties, we face, our collaboration within this association holds the potential to positively influence the global financial landscape and contribute to our own economic development.




We are confident that this work will be highly valuable to academics, students, and legal professionals, and we hope it will be received with the same enthusiasm as our previous publications.




The international political system is continually evolving. While some states are gaining strength, others are weakening and losing their former leading positions. Political regimes, borders, and foreign policies are in flux. Despite the instability and constant changes in the system, it still adheres to specific forms and rules that enable detailed examination and analysis of various events and processes. A critical aspect of examining the modern world order is analyzing the existing global system. This system determines the dominant forces in the world and establishes informal rules governing bilateral and multilateral relations between states.




Since 1991, the world has experienced a unipolar system dominated by the United States and its allies, which have exerted their will over the global community. States opposing this dominance or failing to align with the collective West have faced sanctions, including economic pressure, color revolutions, or outright military interventions. This unipolar system has manifested as a poorly disguised form of terror and tyranny, affecting numerous states and millions of people. The unipolar model, following the bipolar era of superpower rivalry between the US and the USSR, has revealed flaws and contradictions, highlighting the advantages of a multipolar system.




However, the bipolar system also had its weaknesses, leading to discussions since the mid-2000s about creating a new multipolar system. The BRICS association, established in 2009 and initially comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa, has emerged as a key platform for developing this new world order. 




This position is particularly significant given that, over the past 15 years, BRICS has steadily grown and evolved, emerging as a major player in global politics. Understanding how this group, initially focused solely on economic functions, has transformed into a key force in the international political system is crucial. It is also important to consider how this evolving partnership will shape its future trajectory and impact the broader global landscape.




Today, BRICS is engaged in systematic development to build a multipolar world. It is an interstate association of countries pursuing independent foreign policies. The BRICS association now includes nine countries from four continents: Brazil, Egypt, India, Iran, China, UAE, Russia, Ethiopia, and South Africa. Initially, BRICS interactions occurred on the sidelines of various international organizations, particularly the UN. Gradually, formal negotiations involving business representatives were introduced, expanding cooperation from interstate to legislative measures. This development enables us to classify BRICS as an interstate institutional structure of cooperation— a permanent entity that does not yet attain the status of a formal international intergovernmental organization. To align the world order with the realities of a multipolar world, the Russian Federation plans to prioritize efforts to enhance the potential and elevate the international role of the BRICS association.




Universal international legal norms should emerge from the sovereign will of states, with the UN remaining the primary platform for developing and codifying international law. The BRICS interstate association facilitates the organization of various working group meetings, focusing on areas such as interbank cooperation, senior energy officials, scientific and technical information exchange, anti-terrorism efforts, environmental issues, and more. The BRICS alliance operates as a complex mechanism of interaction, uniting countries with diverse political systems and cultural traditions.




This publication exemplifies legal cooperation and the professional exchange of ideas and experiences among legal professionals, from BRICS countries, promoting “legal diplomacy,” and fostering closer ties between legal communities. The work also highlights the exchange of legal theory and practice, the use of law as a tool for economic cooperation and social development, the strengthening of the rule of law, and the advancement of international law. It emphasizes collaborative efforts to elevate the status of lawyers, advance the legal profession, and establish comprehensive partnerships with international legal institutions.




Colonialism, global governance, artificial intelligence, genomic security, criminal policy, human rights, the role of alternative dispute resolution in strengthening economic and trade relations, non-discriminatory guidelines in migration law, the application of stringent economic-based administrative penalties, and the intersection of migration law and human rights in a globalized society are all critical issues facing the modern world. These topics reflect the growing complexity of governance, justice, and human rights in an increasingly interconnected global landscape.




In light of this, we welcome and congratulate this work by Deilton Ribeiro Brazil, as it revitalizes the academic, professional, and scientific discourse within the legal field. The presentation of clear, objective analyses highlights that while the process of scientific production may seem simpler than expected, it remains inherently complex. This is especially true for the majority of professionals involved in teaching, research, or legal dissemination, for whom presenting a topic in a structured and impactful way can be a significant challenge.




Dr. ELENA EVGENIEVNA GULYAEVA




Associate Professor of the Department of International Law of the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia. Doctor of International Law.









INTRODUCTION




A Critical Analysis of the the Challenges of BRICS, examines the multifaceted challenges confronting the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) grouping. While BRICS nations have collectively emerged as significant players on the global stage, achieving their shared objectives remains a complex undertaking. This paper analyzes key challenges within the group, including economic disparities, political differences, geopolitical tensions, and the evolving global landscape. It explores the potential impact of these challenges on BRICS’s future trajectory, considering both opportunities for collaboration and the potential for fragmentation.




The BRICS grouping, represents a collective force of emerging economies with significant global influence. The group’s rise has been marked by a shared aspiration to challenge the existing global order and create a more equitable and multipolar world. However, the journey towards achieving these ambitions is fraught with challenges that threaten to undermine the group’s unity and effectiveness.




About the challenges facing BRICS, we have in the first place, the economic Disparities: One of the most significant challenges facing BRICS is the stark economic disparity between its members. China’s economic dominance overshadows the other members, leading to concerns about unequal benefits and potential dominance within the group. Brazil, Russia, and South Africa face economic vulnerabilities, including high levels of inequality, volatile commodity prices, and political instability. These disparities create tensions and complicate efforts to achieve common economic goals.




Then, the Political Differences: BRICS members have diverse political systems, ideologies, and foreign policy priorities. These differences can create friction and hinder consensus-building on key issues. For example, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has strained relations with other members, particularly India and South Africa, who have maintained neutrality or condemned the conflict. This highlights the difficulty in navigating complex geopolitical situations while maintaining group cohesion.




Next, the geopolitical tensions: The global political landscape is characterized by increasing geopolitical tensions, with BRICS members often finding themselves on opposing sides of major conflicts. The US-China rivalry, for example, creates a challenging environment for BRICS, as members grapple with balancing their relationships with both powers. Additionally, territorial disputes, such as those between India and China, further complicate the group’s ability to act in unison.




In turn, the Evolving Global Landscape: The global landscape is in constant flux, with emerging technologies, climate change, and the rise of new economic powerhouses shaping the international order. BRICS needs to adapt to these changes and find ways to leverage its collective influence in a rapidly evolving world. The group’s ability to respond effectively to these challenges will be crucial for its long-term success.




Hereinafter, the Institutional Challenges: BRICS lacks a strong institutional framework to support its goals. While the group has established several institutions, such as the New Development Bank (NDB), these institutions are still relatively young and face challenges in terms of governance, funding, and effectiveness. Building robust and effective institutions will be essential for BRICS to achieve its objectives and maintain its relevance.




Here below, the Internal Conflicts: Beyond the external challenges, BRICS also faces internal conflicts that can undermine its unity. For example, tensions between India and China over territorial disputes have flared in recent years, creating a potential obstacle to cooperation. Additionally, disagreements on issues like trade policy and development priorities can lead to internal divisions and weaken the group’s collective bargaining power.




As final lines, we can say that the BRICS grouping faces a complex set of challenges that threaten to impede its progress towards achieving its ambitious goals. Economic disparities, political differences, geopolitical tensions, and the evolving global landscape all pose significant obstacles. However, BRICS also possesses considerable potential for collaboration and influence. By addressing these challenges through dialogue, compromise, and strategic partnerships, BRICS can overcome these obstacles and emerge as a powerful force for positive change in the global order.




Next, we would like to express our indelible gratitude to the great Russian jurist and friend, Prof. Dr. Elena Evgenyevna Gulyaeva, for agreeing to write the important foreword to this issue.




We would also like to thank the prestigious publishing company Conhecimiento Editora therefore, without their decisive intervention, this publication would not have seen the light of day.




It is worth mentioning that the present work has an insular nature of additional relevance: that is, the global view of its important co-authors. This is due to the fact that, although it is true that its content is in tune with the nature of the BRICS, it embraces a worldwide development. 




Finally, it is our wish that this “The crucial challenges facing the BRICS. On the unstoppable growth of the bloc of global emerging economies”, like our previous proposals, will be well received by the global community.




THE SCIENTIFIC DIRECTION













CHAPTER I


BRICS AND THE GLOBAL SOUTH: CONFRONTING THE LEGACIES OF COLONIALISM IN GLOBAL GOVERNANCE




Douglas de Castro[1]




I. INTRODUCTION




The frustrated expectations of the developing countries since the emergence of the Bretton Woods institutions after the Second World War are piling up. Just to mention two, the detrimental impact of IMF structural adjustment policies and the recent abandonment during the Covid pandemic demonstrates how Global North countries are ready to sustain imperial domination through international institutions or to turn inward to protect their economy and nationals in detriment of the suffering of the most vulnerable people in the planet (Suzman, 2023).




This resentment initiated a movement that can be traced to the Bandung Conference in 1955,[2] in which the non-aligned countries decided to oppose the zero-sum logic of the Cold War that culminated with the raising of the Global South. In the last year alone, we have observed a proliferation of articles warning about the raising of the Global South, addressing the “trouble, ” the ”return,” and the “resentment” of the Global South, including policy prescriptions to “win over” the South.[3] 




However, as we pointed out, tracing the increasing resistance from the Global South to neoliberal and exclusionary practices of developed countries and international institutions is important to explain and understand some initiatives proposed by emerging powers. In this context, the emergence of the BRICS is representative of this trend that challenges the G7[4] and what it represents to the growing inequality and basic needs deprivation faced by the largest part of the world’s population (Murphy, 2022). 




The BRICS is a cooperation platform that includes Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa (recently, the bloc has opened membership to Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates).[5] The absolute numbers for the BRICS are staggering and being pushed by China and India in considerable measure: a combined population of 3.25 billion, a combined GDP of US$25.83, and India is the fastest-growing economy.[6] 




The BRICS empirically demonstrate that the Global South, a somehow contested term, is not a fiction but a reality that emerged out of the Bandung spirit as a resistance movement against imperial and colonial experiences that those countries experienced in their encounters with Europe and, more recently, with the United States and international institutions (Eslava et al., 2017). As such, for the purpose of this chapter, the ontological and epistemological of the expression Global South refers to a conglomerate of any country or region that has traditionally experienced marginalization within global power structures and that is in search of establishing a more just global governance framework, despite of internal diversity and divergent development paths (a usual argument used to criticize the BRICS).




Therefore, this chapter presents a picture of the BRICS regarding its representation of marginalized countries in the existing global governance structures. It argues for a more dynamic and efficient cooperation mechanism to address the challenges we face today as a result of capitalism’s successive economic and social crises over the years. The ghosts of colonialism and imperialism have approximated the developing countries, which shared experiences and perceptions about the imposed development model. 




 Therefore, this chapter argues that the existing ideational dimension in the relationship between developing countries should play an essential role in shaping and strengthening the role of BRICS in pushing for a more fair and equitable international order. The countries’ shared perceptions, expectations, and experiences about development might be a challenge at the same time that contributes to addressing the evolving bulk of actions and solutions to current challenges such as climate change, and sustainable development. 




II. BRICS: ENDOGENOUS AND EXOGENOUS INFLUENCES AND RESPONSES




Following the brief outline in the introduction regarding the term Global South and its constitutive ontology, in this section, we draw our arguments based on Aaron O’Neill’s observation that in several countries “[…] where anti-Western sentiment is high, the BRICS countries now provide alternative sources of finance or aid that were not available two decades before.”[7]




Although some consider the terminology Global North-South as a metaphor for underdevelopment (Dados & Connell, 2012), the mobilizing effect of the combination resistance-resentment is very strong negative subjectivity (Horkheimer & Adorno, 2007). In addition, the economic, political, and social positioning of some BRICS countries, such as China and Brazil, have agenda-setting power to operate within the existing international institutions while at the same time creating new ones to fill the gaps led by the Bretton Woods development model, proving that there was no an end of history as predicted (Cai, 2013; Livingston, 1992).




Although the BRICS constitutes a club of emerging economies, the meetings and declarations issued by the groups can be considered morally binding among the countries, thus, possessing some strength in shaping consensus and behaviors within the group, which helps to engage with the Global North and international institutions. To that extent, we might say that the BRICS is an international regime[8] that, like many social institutions, may or may not be formally articulated or organized to overcome shared challenges. The traditional notion of regimes states that they are a set of “…principles, norms, rules and decision-making procedures around which actor expectations converge in a given issue area” (Krasner 1983, p. 1). However, the growing complexity and interdependence[9] in the world provide the need for more encompassing cooperation institutions that offer some stability to the relations among states at the same time do not create obstacles for other arrangements and present viable and equitable alternatives. 




Interdependence among the countries has increased without precedents after the end of the Cold War, which does not mean the end of history as many thought would happen, but the resurgence of other forces, such as China as an essential actor to counterbalance the liberal-dominated international order.[10] As such, interdependence, on the one hand, interdependence can promote cooperation between countries as countries become more reliant on each other for trade and investment. On the other hand, interdependence can also lead to conflict and instability as countries compete for scarce resources or engage in economic or military coercion (Keohane & Nye, 2011).[11] 




Let us examine interdependence’s positive and negative effects through the lens of the BRICS framework by analyzing the meetings and declarations that produced an institutional power that bound the countries.[12] A first exploratory analysis of the BRICS’ declarations from 2017 to 2021, respectively, the Xiamen Declaration, Johannesburg Declaration, Brasilia Declaration, Moscow Declaration, and New Delhi Declaration, reveals the high incidence of the variables “cooperation” (455) and “development” (247). As Figure 1 shows, the higher incidence of the variables cooperation and development in the documents was expected, as both are at the center of the BRICS objectives. 




[image: ]



Figure 1 - Word Cloud-BRICS Declarations from 2017 to 2021[13]







As the countries alternate the place in which the summits happen each year, the host country can push certain aspects of the agenda, becoming an agenda-setter as it suggests that the scope is determined by the practices and access points that happen in the host countries in a two-level game in politics (Putnam, 1988). The high incidence of these variables is sustained even considering the potential interference of the Covid-19 pandemic that hit the world at the end of 2019. The declarations, as a result of the agenda-setting capability of the country host and the common challenges faced by the countries, deemed to reflect the national interest, move the member countries away from the original intention of forming the multilateral forum as stated by the BRICS Center of the University of Toronto: “Since 2008, the leaders of Brazil, Russia, India, and China — the BRIC countries — have met annually to discuss issues of global significance” (our highlight).[14] Within such high-level meetings in the agenda and the shared challenges as Global South countries, it would be expected the generation of some institutional learning and steering capacity, which van Popering-Verkerk et al. (2022) consider as elements of governance capacity, which for the authors is an “[…] emergent combination of attributes that enables a human system to create developmental value” (p. 4). 




To that extent, in terms of agenda-setting power and steering leadership capacity it is consensus that the most influential country in the BRICS is China, first due to its economic growth since the reform and opening in the 1980s, and second, due to the increasing participation of China in the international system since the inauguration of President Xi Jinping 2013 (Kent, 2013). Although this fact brings some discomfort to other nations, especially the United States and its allies, China is making significant contributions to global governance, which is very important to the understanding of the process of agenda-setting in the BRICS meetings but at the same time to confirm the focus on national interests even in the multilateral forum.




	So far in this chapter, we launched the theoretical framework in which BRICS is the materialization of the ideational factors and subjectivities that bound together the Global South countries. Also, due to the impressive economic and social indicators that China has accumulated over the last decades, the country made it possible to imagine an alternative for developing countries trapped in the nets created by developed countries and international institutions. As concluded by Varela & Delgado (2019, p.15):






	The BRICS do not claim or have the capacity to become hegemons. In military matters, its capabilities are only persuasive and secondary because the United States continues to maintain an unquestionable command in this area and its main objectives require other instruments. In matters of transnational affairs, despite its limitations, it has been one of the clearest examples of the success of multilateralism in the Global South. The objectives and capabilities of the BRICS have been especially notable in terms of international political economy, especially in the financial architecture, where China has its greatest power.







Thus, the empirical dimension to confirm this argument is the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 




The same spirit that existed on the Silk Road, which goes beyond the material and economic aspects of trade, was refreshed in our century by China’s announcement of the BRI (Maçães, 2019).[15] It has encompassed a broader and alternative understanding of the development process’s basis that considers the existence of multilateral institutions while setting norms and rules according to the mantra “socialism with Chinese characteristics,” which encompass the long historical experiences and philosophical traditions that include ideational factors (Li, 2015).[16] In addition, a civilizational component is perceived from the analysis of official documents and engagements of China through the BRI with African, Latin American, and Asian countries in which pursuing a common destiny for humankind and common prosperity are part of the core of the Chinese foreign policy.The Vision and Actions on Jointly Building Silk Road Economic Belt and 21st-Century Maritime Silk Road confirms this:






	The Initiative is harmonious and inclusive. It advocates tolerance among civilizations, respects the paths and modes of development chosen by different countries, and supports dialogues among different civilizations on the principles of seeking common ground while shelving differences and drawing on each other’s strengths, so that all countries can coexist in peace for common prosperity.[17]







The BRI was launched in 2013 by Chinese President Xi Jinping to revive the historical Silk Road. It is responsible for boosting connectivity and economic cooperation between Asia, Europe, and Africa. The BRI involves building infrastructure and trade networks across Asia, Europe, and Africa, including highways, railways, ports, and power grids, to enhance regional connectivity, promote trade, and boost economic development.




The BRI comprises two main dimensions: the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road. The Silk Road Economic Belt is a land-based trade route connecting China to Central Asia, the Middle East, and Europe via a network of highways and railways. The 21st Century Maritime Silk Road is a sea-based trade route connecting China to Southeast Asia, South Asia, Africa, and Europe via ports and shipping lanes (BRI Portal 2022).




The BRI promotes economic development and regional integration through increased trade and investment, cultural exchanges, and people-to-people exchanges. The initiative has attracted participation from more than 100 countries and international organizations, including some countries in Latin America (as there is no geographical limitation in the projects).[18] It involves over 2,600 projects and has an estimated investment value of around $4-8 trillion allocated within the member countries. It includes a range of infrastructure projects, such as highways, railways, ports, airports, power plants, and telecommunications networks. These figures make many Global North countries and institutions very uuncomfortable[19]




The BRI investments promote economic growth in the participating countries and trade and investment between them, which are subject to mutual consultation to determine the directions and priorities of the investments. To ensure that the investments and benefits are efficient and the expected results are reached, China holds a Belt and Road Forum every few years to discuss the initiative’s progress and promote further cooperation between participating countries. This procedural mechanism is just one part of the whole concept of BRI being a more inclusive and participatory development model. On the other hand, it counterclaims the critics that usually argue that the BRI is a form of sub-imperialism launched by China. Make no mistake, China has its national interest to look after in building foreign policy and engaging with the Global South countries. At the same time, these also have their interest and cannot be regarded nowadays as innocents that China is preying on (Hillman, 2020).




In this regard, we can borrow some figures from the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), the flagship project and the most mature project of the BRI. Shakeel Ahmad Ramay’s reporting about the energy sector in Pakistan confirms favorable outcomes in terms of energy production and distribution in the country, which “[…] have created jobs and contributed to the capacity development of Pakistani engineers and staff.” [20] 




Since its inception, the BRI has undergone several adjustments, which were natural given the magnitude and complexity of the projects and the variety of countries and jurisdictions involved. Much of the criticism in the early years was centered on the lack of labor and environmental standards in major infrastructure works in the participating countries, which China addressed over the years via internal adjustments that were reflected in foreign policies (Jiang, 2020). 




President Xi Jinping has made it very clear that one of his agendas is the promotion of the governance of the environment in order to achieve sustainable development under the banner of high-quality development. In his words: “We must raise awareness of the need to respect, protect, and accommodate ourselves to nature, follow the basic state policy of resource conservation and environmental protection, and give high priority to conserving, protecting the environment and promoting its natural restoration.” (Jinping, 2018, P.239). Thus, the Chinese central government shifted the focus on investments from infrastructure to technology, including green technologies, thus, becoming central to the debates involving environmental protection and development within a new development model, including in the multilateral forums that China is part of (Kroeber, 2016; Naughton, 2018). For the BRI specifically, the Guidelines for Ecological Environmental Protection of Foreign Investment and Cooperation Construction Projects bound all the private and public actors in China to this green vision (Coenen et al. 2021).[21] 




According to the Net Zero Readiness Index 2021,[22] China is among the five top countries in the index for decarbonization readiness in land use, forestry, and agriculture, losing to New Zeland and in front of the United States, Sweden, and Singapore, which provides initial evidence that technology is an essential part for the other countries of the BRICS to address the issue while assessing the changes or adjusts in their development model under the environmental sustainability umbrella (Economy 2019). In this regard, the Friends of Socialist China appoint that the country:






	[…] produced 60% of the world’s electric vehicles, 98% of the world’s electric buses and two-thirds of all the world’s wind and solar projects. Its workers installed more solar panels than they had in the previous three years combined, nearly twice as much as the rest of the world combined. These figures account for large solar farms that feed directly into the grid. Small solar farms, which make up 40% of China’s solar capacity, make solar power production totals in China much higher. China’s growth in wind power also increased in 2023, faster than in any country except the United States. China’s goal of peak carbon dioxide (CO₂) emissions before 2030 and carbon neutrality before 2060 may well be reached sooner than expected. The biggest driver of China’s economic growth is innovation and clean energy technology, accounting for 40% of their gross domestic product expansion last year.[23]







The Chinese investments in Global South countries, especially in helping them to secure a just energy transition, are becoming the largest source of solidarity and increasing the importance of ideational factors in international relations. For instance, in Argentina (invited to become a member of the BRICS), the subnational levels of government are engaging in direct contact with Chinese counterparts to address local issues and expectations in terms of development that are not captures by federal policies. In this regard, Stella Juste clarifies: 






	Consequently, the provinces of the double periphery[24] have found in China a key partner to promote their development, especially through renewable energy and lithium projects. For Chinese investors and companies, initiatives such as these allow them to locate firms and capital while at the same time securing essential elements such as lithium, which helps the country’s industry to maintain leadership in the energy transition.[25]







These trends and initiatives spearheaded by China in the BRICS dimension can be observed in the XV BRICS Summit Johannesburg II Declaration that addresses 1) commitment to multilateralism, upholding international law, and enhancing global governance; and 2) economic and financial cooperation to address global economic challenges; 3) commitment to peaceful resolution of conflicts, support for disarmament, and addressing global security issues; and 4) focus on implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, combating climate change, and promoting biodiversity conservation (Figure 2). 
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Figure 2 - Word Frequency and Correlation in the Johannesburg II Declaration[26]







In performing content analysis in the Johannesburg II Declaration, we consider the craftiness of diplomatic language as a form of official communication that employs various strategies to convey messages while maintaining a neutral and constructive tone to protect national interests and foster positive relations among states. It employs ambiguity and euphemism, speech acts and rituals, pragmatism, and evolution language (Ghukasyan, 2024). However, considering the Chinese availability to engage in a civilizational approach with Global South countries under the banner of the Bandung spirit, it is highly probable that the language used in the Declaration goes beyond the mere rhetoric or core diplomatic language to reach a higher ground in terms of the incorporation of shared perceptions and experiences that are understood in the context of the developing countries but not easily understood under a realist and liberalism (including the “neo” versions of both) approach.[27] 




Addressing the environmental challenges that the BRICS countries were facing and the role of China, especially its setting-agenda power as a reflex of the internal policies and laws, an additional piece of evidence of the argument outlined in the last paragraph, the Diplomat Magazine pointed out almost in a prophetic tone: 






	In its latest Five-Year Plan, the Chinese government explicitly identified environmental protection as a key objective of national policy. It’s a lead that other fast-emerging economic giants – and especially the so-called BRIC nations – should follow. After all, with their huge populations, remarkable growth rates, and increasingly influential positions in global politics, the future of the global environment will depend largely on the decisions they make.[28]







III. FINAL REMARKS




The rise of the BRICS as a powerful alliance in the Global South highlights the strong opposition and animosity against the current global governance systems, primarily controlled by the Global North. As previously contended, the BRICS nations, notably China, have exhibited substantial influence in determining the agenda and have endeavored to establish alternative strategies to fill the voids created by the Bretton Woods institutions. The observed transition serves as evidence of a more extensive confrontation with the neoliberal system and underscores the continued significance of multilateralism, although one that is progressively shaped by non-Western nations.




The emergence of the BRICS indicates a reconfiguration of global governance characterized by a growing multipolarity in power dynamics. This suggests that conventional institutions characterized by a Western focus must adjust or become more irrelevant. The capacity of the BRICS to influence global standards and offer alternative outlets of funding and development aid poses a challenge to the dominance of conventional institutions such as the IMF and World Bank.




The increasing impact of BRICS, notably through projects such as China’s BRI, is expected to result in structural changes in global economic and political dynamics. Nations in the Global South, hitherto reliant on Western assistance and investment, now have alternative options that may better correspond to their development objectives. This transition has the potential to diminish Western influence in these areas significantly.




The BRICS countries, notably China, have shifted their focus towards sustainable growth and environmental conservation, representing a notable divergence from previous approaches. This emphasis carries worldwide ramifications, particularly as these nations persist in their economic growth while tackling environmental issues.




Western countries and organizations must prioritize engaging and cooperating with the BRICS. Rather than perceiving the bloc as a menace, it is appropriate to acknowledge the possibility of collaboration on worldwide issues such as climate change, economic disparity, and sustainable development. Enhancing constructive communication and cooperation between BRICS and established international organizations may result in more comprehensive and efficient resolutions.




Advocating for reforms in global governance structures to enhance their representativeness and equity is crucial for Global North and South policymakers. The objective is to improve the representation and involvement of developing economies in the decision-making procedures of international organizations. By adopting this approach, global governance can achieve more excellent equilibrium and reduce the dominance of a single group of nations.




Other countries should endorse and imitate the promotion of sustainable development models within BRICS, with a specific emphasis on China’s advocacy for green technologies. Developing nations should be urged to embrace comparable frameworks that give equal importance to environmental sustainability and economic development. 




Therefore, the emergence of the BRICS represents a crucial turning point in global politics, indicating a transition towards a multipolar international system with more collaboration and inclusiveness in global governance that strives towards a more equitable, environmentally, and socially responsible world. In other words, to deliver what modernity was not capable of.
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		[1] Professor of International Law School of Law – Lanzhou University (China).


	




	

		[2] The Bandung Conference in 1955 has set the tone for the resistance of the Global South based on ideational factors that create a collective identity and shape alliances beyond the material dimension (Castro & Denny, 2020; Wendt, 1999). See also: https://www.southcentre.int/question/revisiting-the-1955-bandung-asian-african-conference-and-its-legacy/. Last access: Aug 27, 2024.


	




	

		[3] See for intance Foreign Affairs Magazine: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/search/. Last access: Aug 27, 2024.


	




	

		[4] An economic and political forum composed of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States. The European Union is also part of the G7 as a non-enumerated member.


	




	

		[5] See https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2024)760368. Last access: Aug 27, 2024.


	




	

		[6] See https://www.statista.com/topics/1393/bric-countries/#topicOverview. Last access: Aug 27, 2024.


	




	

		[7] In https://www.statista.com/topics/1393/bric-countries/#topicOverview. Last access: Aug 27, 2024.


	




	

		[8] “Regime theory is an approach within international relations theory, a sub-discipline of political science, which seeks to explain the occurrence of co-operation among States by focusing on the role that regimes play in mitigating international anarchy and overcoming various collective action problems among States (International Relations, Principal Theories; State; see also Co-operation, International Law of).” In Oxford Public International Law: Regime Theory (ouplaw.com). Last access: Aug 27, 2024.
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