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In contemplating the rapid progress of
improvement in the sciences, and the general diffusion of
knowledge, since the commencement of the eighteenth century, we
are unavoidably led to observe, with admiration, that active
spirit of discovery, by means of which the remotest regions of
the earth have been explored; a friendly communication opened
with their inhabitants; and various commodities, of a most
valuable nature, contributing either to relieve their
necessities, or augment their comforts, introduced among the
less-enlightened part of our species. A mutual intercourse has
been also established, in many instances, on the solid basis of a
reciprocity of benefits; and the productive labour of the
civilized world has found new markets for the disposal of its
manufactures. Nor has the balance of trade been wholly against
the people of the newly-discovered countries; for, whilst some
have been enabled to supply their visitors with an abundance of
food, and the most: valuable refreshments, in exchange for iron,
copper, useful implements, and articles of ornament; the industry
of others has been stimulated to procure the skins of animals,
and other articles of a commercial nature; which they have found
to be eagerly fought for by the traders who now resort to their
shores from Europe, Asia, and the eastern side of North
America.

The great naval powers of Europe, inspired with a desire not
only of acquiring, but also of communicating, knowledge, had
extended their researches, in the 16th and 17th centuries, as far
into the pacific ocean as their limited information of the
geography of the earth, at that time, enabled them to penetrate.
Some few attempts had also been made by this country towards the
conclusion of each of those centuries; but it was not until the
year 1764 that Great-Britain, benefiting by the experience of
former enterprizes, laid the foundation for that vast accession
of geographical knowledge, which she has since obtained by the
persevering spirit of her successive distinguished
circumnavigators.

By the introduction of nautical astronomy into marine
education, we are taught to sail on the hypothenuse, instead of
traversing two sides of a triangle, which was the usage in
earlier times; by this means, the circuitous course of all
voyages from place to place is considerably shortened; and it is
now become evident, that sea officers of the most common-rate
abilities, who will take the trouble of making themselves
acquainted with the principles of this science, will, on all
suitable occasions, with proper and correct instruments, be
enabled to acquire a knowledge of their situation in the
atlantic, indian, or pacific oceans, with a degree of accuracy
sufficient to steer on a meridional or diagonal line, to any
known spot; provided it be sufficiently conspicuous to be visible
at any distance from five to ten leagues.

This great improvement, by which the most remote parts of the
terrestrial globe are brought so easily within our reach, would,
nevertheless, have been, comparatively, of little utility, had
not those happy means been discovered, for preserving the lives
and health of the officers and seamen engaged in such distant and
perilous undertakings; which were so successfully practised by
Captain Cook, the first great discoverer of this salutary system,
in all his latter voyages round the globe. But in none have the
effects of his wife regulations, regimen, and discipline, been
more manifest, than in the course of the expedition of which the
following pages are designed to treat. To an unremitting
attention, not only to food, cleanliness, ventilation, and an
early administration of antiseptic provisions and medicines, but
also to prevent, as much as possible, the chance of
indisposition, by prohibiting individuals from carelessly
exposing themselves to the influence of climate, or unhealthy
indulgences in times of relaxation, and by relieving them from
fatigue and the inclemency of the weather the moment the nature
of their duty would permit them to retire; is to be ascribed the
preservation of the health and lives of sea-faring people on long
voyages. Instead of vessels returning from parts, by no means
very remote, with the loss of one half, and sometimes two thirds,
of their crews, in consequence of scorbutic, and other contagious
disorders; instances are now not wanting of laborious services
having been performed in the most distant regions, in which,
after an absence of more than three or four years, during which
time the vessels had been subjected to all the vicissitudes of
climate, from the scorching heat of the torrid zone to the
freezing blasts of the arctic or antarctic circles, the crews
have returned in perfect health, and consisting nearly of every
individual they had carried out; whilst those who unfortunately
had not survived, either from accident or disease, did not exceed
in number the mortality that might reasonably have been expected,
during the same period of time, in the most healthy situations of
this country. To these valuable improvements, Great Britain is,
at this time, in a great measure indebted, for her present
exalted Ration amongst the nations of the earth; and it should
seem, that the reign of George the Third had been reserved, by
the Great Disposer of all things, for the glorious task of
establishing the grand key-stone to that expansive arch, over
which the arts and sciences should pass to the furthermost
corners of the earth, for the instruction and happiness of the
most lowly children of nature. Advantages so highly beneficial to
the untutored parts of the human race, and so extremely important
to that large proportion of the subjects of this empire who are
brought up to the sea service, deserve to be justly appreciated;
and it becomes of very little importance to the bulk of our
society, whose enlightened humanity teaches them to entertain a
lively regard for the welfare and interest of those who engage in
such adventurous undertakings for the advancement of science, or
for the extension of commerce, what may be the animadversions or
sarcasms of those few unenlightened minds that may peevishly
demand, "what beneficial consequences, if any, have followed, or
are likely to follow, to the discoverers, or to the discovered,
to the common interests of humanity, or to the increase of useful
knowledge, from all our boasted attempts to explore the distant
recesses of the globe?" The learned editor,* who has so justly
anticipated this injudicious remark, has, in his very
comprehensive introduction to Captain Cook's last Voyage, from
whence the above quotation is extracted, given to the public, not
only a complete and satisfactory answer to that question, but has
treated every other part of the subject of Discovery so ably, as
to render any further observations on former voyages of this
description totally unnecessary, for the purpose of bringing the
reader acquainted with what had been accomplished, previously to
my being honored with His Majesty's commands to follow up the
labours of that illustrious navigator Captain James Cook; to
whose steady, uniform, indefatigable, and undiverted attention to
the several objects on which the success of his enterprizes
ultimately depended, the world is indebted for such eminent and
important benefits.

[* Dr. Douglas, now Bishop of Salisbury.]

Those benefits did not long remain unnoticed by the commercial
part of the British nation. Remote and distant voyages being now
no longer objects of terror, enterprizes were projected, and
carried into execution, for the purpose of establishing new and
lucrative branches of commerce between North West America and
China; and parts of the coast of the former that had not been
minutely examined by Captain Cook, became now the general resort
of the persons thus engaged.

Unprovided as these adventurers were with proper astronomical
and nautical instruments, and having their views directed almost
intirely to the object of their employers, they had neither the
means, nor the leisure, that were indispensably requisite for
amassing any certain geographical information. This became
evident, from the accounts of their several voyages given to the
public; in which, notwithstanding that they positively
contradicted each other, as well in geographical and nautical
fads as in those of a commercial nature, they yet agreed in
filling up the blanks in the charts of Captain Cook with
extensive islands, and a coast apparently much broken by
numberless inlets, which they had left almost intirely
unexplored.

The charts accompanying the accounts of their voyages,
representing the North West coast of America to be so much broken
by the waters of the pacific, gave encouragement once more to
hypotheses; and the favorite opinion that had slept since the
publication of Captain Cook's last voyage, of a north-eastern
communication between the waters of the pacific and atlantic
oceans, was again roused from its state of slumber, and brought
forward with renovated vigour. Once more the archipelago of St.
Lazarus was called forth into being, and its existence almost
assumed, upon the authority of a Spanish admiral named De Fonte,
De Fonta, or De Fuentes; and of a Mr. Nicholas Shapely, from
Boston in America, who was stated to have penetrated through this
archipelago, by sailing through a mediterranean sea, on the coast
of North-West America, within a few leagues of the oceanic shores
of that archipelago; where he is said to have met the Admiral.
The straits said to have been navigated by Juan De Fuca were also
brought forward in support of this opinion; and, although the
existence or extent of these discoveries remained still to be
proved by an authenticated survey of the countries which had been
thus stated to have been seen and passed through, yet the
enthusiasm of modern closet philosophy, eager to revenge
itself for the refutation of its former fallacious speculations,
ventured to accuse Captain Cook of "hastily exploding" its
systems; and, ranking him amongst the pursuers of peltry,
dared even to drag him forward himself in support of its
visionary conjectures.

With what reason, or with what justice, such animadversions
have been cast upon one, who, unhappily for the world, does not
survive to enforce his own judicious opinions; influenced as they
were, by no prejudice, nor biassed by any pre-conceived theory or
hypothesis, but founded on the solid principles of experience,
and of ocular demonstration; it is not my province to decide: let
it suffice to say, that the labours of that distinguished
character will remain a monument of his pre-eminent abilities,
and dispassionate investigation of the truth, as long as science
shall be reflected in the civilized world; or as long as
succeeding travellers, who shall unite in bearing testimony to
the profundity of his judgment, shall continue to obtain credit
with the public.

Although the ardour of the present age, to discover and
delineate the true geography of the earth, had been rewarded with
uncommon and unexpected success, particularly by the persevering
exertions of this great man, yet all was not completed; and
though, subsequent to his last visit to the coast of North-West
America, no expedition had been projected by Government, for the
purpose of acquiring a more exact knowledge of that extensive and
interesting country; yet a voyage was planned by His Majesty for
exploring some of the Southern regions; and in the autumn of the
year 1789, directions were given for carrying it into effect.

Captain Henry Roberts, of known and tried abilities, who had
served under Captain Cook during his two last voyages, and whose
attention to the scientific part of his profession had afforded
that great navigator frequent opportunities of naming him with
much respect, was called upon to take charge of, and to command,
the proposed expedition.

At that period, I had just returned from a station at Jamaica
under the command of Commodore (now Vice-Admiral) Sir Alan
Gardner, who mentioned me to Lord Chatham and the Board of
Admiralty; and I was solicited to accompany Captain Roberts as
his second. In this proposal I acquiesced, and found myself very
pleasantly situated, in being thus connected with a
fellow-traveller for whose abilities I bore the greatest respect,
and in whose friendship and good opinion I was proud to possess a
place. And as we had sailed together with Captain Cook on his
voyage towards the south pole, and as both had afterwards
accompanied him with Captain Clerke in the Discovery during his
last voyage, I had no doubt that we were engaged in an
expedition, which would prove no less interesting to my friend
than agreeable to my wishes.

A ship, proper for the service under contemplation, was
ordered to be provided. In the yard of Messrs. Randall and Brent,
on the banks of the Thames, a vessel of 340 tons burthen was
nearly finished; and as me would demand but few alterations to
make her in every respect fit for the purpose, she was purchased;
and, on her being launched, was named the Discovery.

The first day of the year 1790 the Discovery was commissioned
by Captain Roberts; some of the other officers were also
appointed, and the ship was conducted to His Majesty's dock-yard
at Deptford, where she was put into a state of equipment; which
was ordered to be executed, with all the dispatch that the nature
of the service required.

For some time previous to this period the Spaniards, roused by
the successful efforts of the British nation, to obtain a more
extended knowledge of the earth, had awoke, as it were, from a
state of lethargy, and had not only ventured to visit some of the
newly-discovered islands in the tropical regions of the pacific
ocean, but had also, in the year 1775, with a spirit somewhat
analogous to that which prompted their first discovery of
America, extended their researches to the northward, along the
coast of North-West America. But this undertaking did not seem to
have reached beyond the acquirement of a very superficial
knowledge of the shores; and though these were found to be
extremely broken, and divided by the waters of the pacific, yet
it does not appear that any measures were pursued by them for
ascertaining the extent, to which those waters penetrated into
the interior of the American continent.
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