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Foreword



The donkey, also known as an ass, is genetically different from a horse and is a species that includes many distinctive breeds. At one time or another in their history, these sturdy, adaptable creatures have played many roles in almost every corner of the world. Whether they pulled farmers’ plows, carried equipment for wars, were ridden or driven as a mode of transport, or were simply kept for their milk, it is difficult to imagine where we might have been without them. Burro, the Spanish word for donkey, is mainly used in the United States.


Sadly, the steady mechanization of farming from the late 19th century reduced the need for working donkeys. Today, several traditional breeds are on the verge of extinction, although breeders and governments are setting up schemes to reverse this trend. Ever versatile, the donkey has found a new vocation in the tourist industry and as valuable support in animal-assisted therapies.
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What Is a Mule?



It is a common saying that mules can do anything a horse can do and they usually do it better and with a sense of humour.


A mule is a cross between a male donkey (a jack) and a female horse (a mare). Mules come in all shapes and sizes from a miniature 9 hands (92 cm) to a large 17 hands (173 cm), and are available from local dealers in most horse colours, except pinto.


Mules are neither stubborn nor stupid, but are highly intelligent, rugged, and sure-footed animals. It is because of these attributes that the mule is such a prized working animal. It has the ability to work in climatic extremes well beyond any that a horse can withstand. Treated well, a mule will work hard for its owner. And those foolish enough to abuse or ill-treat a mule beware: These animals have long memories. In a recreation environment, the mule is used as a pack animal for trail riding, for driving, and dressage.


Both mules and donkeys are highly intelligent animals with a great sense of self-preservation that may feel like stubbornness: if a donkey is unsure what it is being asked to do, it just won’t do it.










1 Abyssinian



Characteristics


Size: 12 hands (122 cm).
Colour: Tan to grey with a grey/white underbelly, inner thighs, and muzzle; the ear surround is dark, as are the tips of the mane; a dorsal stripe and cross (a darker stripe that runs along the spine and across the shoulders).
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Found throughout Ethiopia and bred in captivity worldwide, the Abyssinian donkey lives mainly in desert areas that vary from below sea level to 2,300 ft (700 m) above, where the rainfall seldom exceeds 7¾ in (200 mm) a year. The breed has developed the ability to survive on poor-quality grasses and forage plants. It tends to live in small groups of up to five animals, the number depending on available food and water. In some areas the Abyssinian is used for food and its milk is drunk for its health-giving properties. The donkeys often have to compete with domestic livestock for food and water.


The Abyssinian is currently a critically endangered breed. In conservation areas, it is used for transporting all manner of goods, from food and water to fuel and heavy building materials. It is not an easy life. The Donkey Sanctuary and other international organizations do whatever they can to help these animals and advise their owners on better health care.










2 American Mammoth



Characteristics


Size: Males 14 hands (142 cm); females 13.2 hands (137 cm).
Colour: Black, chestnut, spotted, dun, white, dapple-grey, palomino.
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In colonial America, the wild burro often provided the power behind transport and agriculture—the larger and stronger, the better. The Europeans introduced a number of breeds to bolster the size and strength of native donkeys, which included the Catalonian, the Andalusian, the Majorcan, and the Maltese. In 1785, King Charles II of Spain presented George Washington with an Andalusian jack (male) and two jennets (females), and it is George Washington who is given the credit of establishing and developing the American Mammoth.
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