

  

    

      

    

  




  SUMMARY




  

    


  




  

    


  




  

    


  




  

    


  




  

    
SUMMARY






    
ABOUT THE AUTHOR






    A CALL TO THE DEPRESSED





    THERE IS A SPECIAL EXPECTATION FOR THEM





    A GLAD OBLIGATION HENCEFORTH RESTS UPON THEM





    

      THE SWEET USES OF ADVERSITY




      

        

          THE GOD OF LOVE


        




        

          GOD HELPING ME


        


      




      


    


  




  



  ABOUT THE AUTHOR




  Charles Haddon Spurgeon (19 June 1834 – 31 January 1892) was an English Particular Baptist preacher. Spurgeon remains highly influential among Christians of various denominations, among whom he is known as the "Prince of Preachers". 




  He was a strong figure in the Reformed Baptist tradition, defending the Church in agreement with the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith understanding, and opposing the liberal and pragmatic theological tendencies in the Church of his day. 




  He also famously denied being a Protestant, and held to the view of Baptist Successionism.





  Spurgeon was the pastor of the congregation of the New Park Street Chapel (later the Metropolitan Tabernacle) in London for 38 years. He was part of several controversies with the Baptist Union of Great Britain and later he left the denomination over doctrinal convictions. In 1867, he started a charity organisation which is now called Spurgeon's and works globally. He also founded Spurgeon's College, which was named after him posthumously.




  Spurgeon was a prolific author of many types of works including sermons, an autobiography, commentaries, books on prayer, devotionals, magazines, poetry, hymns, and more. 




  Many sermons were transcribed as he spoke and were translated into many languages during his lifetime. 




  Spurgeon produced powerful sermons of penetrating thought and precise exposition. His oratory skills held his listeners spellbound in the Metropolitan Tabernacle and many Christians hold his writings in exceptionally high regard among devotional literature.




  A CALL TO THE DEPRESSED




  “Shake yourself from the dust, arise and sit down, O Jerusalem: loosen yourself from the bonds of your neck, O captive daughter of Zion.





  Isaiah 52:2.




  I SHALL not attempt at this time to decipher the history of the prophecy with which these words are associated. To the Hebrew nation they were big with counsel, bright with hope. Apart, however, from the connection in which it stands, this verse supplies a pointed practical address of sterling value not to be limited by any private interpretation.




  Such a charge was well fitted for Israel of old. Such counsel would be suitable to any church in a low condition. Such advice is equally adapted to any Christian who has fallen into a low state, who is groveling in the dust or among the ashes of Sodom. 




  He is told to rise from the ground and sit down upon a throne, for Christ has made him a king and a priest. He is admonished to unbind all the cords that are upon him, that he may be free and happy in the Lord. 




  To those of you, then, who have sunk into this distressing plight, my text contains a vigorous appeal! Let me try to interpret it. 




  First of all, I notice the obvious fact.




  

    This is an important consideration to us just now. If just on the eve of battle a commander should discover that an epidemic has broken out among his troops, he will be extremely anxious that any available remedy shall be tried, for if the soldiers are sick, how can they be expected to behave well on the morrow?

  




  

    So it will sometimes happen that when we mean to serve our Master most, we are impeded in Church action by the prevalence of some spiritual disease among the members of the Church.

  




  

    


  




  

    Perhaps I may be the means, tonight, of finding out the sick ones, and indicating their symptoms, and who can tell perhaps this very night, before you come to the table, the blessed remedy may be applied, and at the table, while you are feasting with Christ, your souls may become perfectly restored!

  




  

    Sometimes the children of God fall into a grievous state as to their faith and their assurance of their own interest in Christ. They doubt whether they are Christians at all, whether their experience is genuine, whether they ever did really repent with a truly broken heart, whether they have received the precious faith the faith of God’s elect.

  




  

    


  




  

    At such times they question all their graces and they are not able to get a satisfactory answer from anyone. 

  




  

    At the same time these people of God may be so walking in outward consistency that everybody else thinks well of them. No one has any suspicion of them, but they grievously suspect themselves and are tormented with the fear that they have a name to live, and are dead. I have known at such times that there will come at the back of all this some terrible doubts about the substantial truths of our faith. “What?” You say, “doubts about the Godhead doubts about the Savior doubts about the world to come?” Yes, yes, and to the true people of God!

  




  

    


  




  

    They will hate these doubts and, in their hearts they will still believe all the great fundamental and cardinal truths but yet will they be sore put to it and be frequently distressed. Thoughtful minds, and men of reading will have philosophical doubts buzzing about them like mosquitoes on a summer’s day.

  




  

    Others who are ignorant of philosophy and, perhaps, it is well that they are, will be troubled with doubts of a rougher, coarser quality.

  




  

    


  




  

    Although they will not permit them so to dwell in their hearts so that they actually become unbelievers yet they will be sorely distressed with questions which they cannot answer, with enigmas which they know not how to solve, and with strange intertwistings of difficulty which they know not how to untie.
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