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         The year is 1915, and I find myself as an actress being a spectator of my destiny. Being in the company of Anastasia, the Tsar’s cousin, my arrival in the car of Nicolas the II felt triumphant from the life I left behind. I lost my child before it had the chance to play, run or sing. With the degradation of my life, war, and lost love, I fled Paris. Today, I live again in Saint Petersburg. I am blown away by the splendour unfolding in front of me from dazzling buildings, golden-domed roofs, and a country of unparalleled wealth.

         The streets criss-cross with such grandeur as they stand out with fairy-tale decor, adorned with melodies and the smell of heart-warming dishes — a scent which warms the soul on this cold weather day. On the icy streets of a colourful Saint Petersburg, we turn the upper-middle-class green with envy. Tonight is a grand night as for the first time. I will perform at the Aquarium, the prestigious cabaret. The décor of the cabaret could have come right out of One Thousand and One Nights, but leaning more toward Nordic design.
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