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Foreword


As memories of the Second World War become more and more clouded with the passing of time, it is becoming increasingly difficult to separate fact from fiction in men’s minds. The conflicting accounts of the major campaigns by those participating are perhaps the prime example of the difficulties one faces in attempting to determine what actually happened.


However, the paradox which exists is that as the memories become more ill-defined, there is an increasing interest in the Second World War. What is true on the great scale of strategies of armies, is no less true at the level of minutiae of equipment and insignia. Nowhere is this interest shown more than in that facet of military history which concentrates on the cap-badges of the British Army.


Unlike their United States and Continental counterparts, the regiments of the British Army have always set great store by their cap-badges which, in miniature, encapsulated the history and traditions of the units which wore them. This was particularly so among the infantry which is perhaps surprising, insofar as many of the regiments in the Second World War were of quite recent origin – historically speaking. The cap-badges, which were worn through the two world wars by the County Regiments which formed the bulk of the infantry, date no further back than the late nineteenth century, following the Cardwell reforms.


While of relatively recent origin, the cap-badge absorbed a far older territorial loyalty, which can almost be traced back to the tribal loyalty in the ages before the Norman Conquest and which has been reinforced down the ages. For example, although the Wars of the Roses were dynastic, not territorial, in origin one can see how the competition between those on the East and West of the Pennines has developed a man’s loyalty to a particular colour of rose. Other counties have similar rallying symbols and the County Regiments were themselves expressions of pride just as surely as those symbols.


With changes in military warfare presaged towards the end of the Second World War and the need for fewer infantrymen, the need for the County Regiments disappeared and most were absorbed into the much larger regiments of the ’60s and ’70s. As a result very few regiments retain the identity which they nurtured through two world wars. In many cases, the amalgamations were accepted with more or less good grace, while others were hatchet jobs initiated by bureaucrats with no thought for local feelings.


If the reduction of the Infantry of the Line has been dramatic, even that has been overshadowed, in terms of reduction of regiments, by the total disappearance of the county yeomanry regiments. True, at the time of writing, four yeomanry regiments exist in various guises, but these four represent all that remain after several successive amalgamations and none has any attachment to a particular county. Because the majority of yeomanry regiments had no permanent cadre of long-serving Regular personnel, there are few records of their war-time experiences – a situation which was further complicated by the increased demand for artillery regiments in the Second World War.


As a result of this demand, many yeomanry regiments were forced to abandon their cavalry role and become part of the Royal Regiment of Artillery. Whether these regiments retained their cap-badges or adopted that of their new parent regiment seems often to have depended upon local circumstances and personalities. Certainly there were no hard and fast rules on what badges were worn. Any attempt to ascertain which badges were worn during the Second World War by these erstwhile artillery regiments was further complicated by the fact that, shortly after the end of hostilities, a number of yeomanry regiments were transferred to the Royal Armoured Corps and immediately resumed their former badges. Some fifty years on, it is becomingly increasingly difficult to isolate those badges which were worn in the relatively short period – in historical terms – which this book seeks to cover.


All the photographs have been taken from my own collection of badges, but I have catalogued and described only those badges worn by Other Ranks. For that reason, neither of the badges worn by the Royal Army Chaplains’ Department have been listed. Furthermore, I have not attempted to describe or list the badges of the various special forces raised in the 1939–45 War. I have excluded them for two reasons: first, most of them are outside the budget of the average collector and, secondly, most of the badges which are available on the market are of doubtful provenance.


Originally, the information in this second edition appeared in two separate volumes but those who bought the first almost invariably bought the second. As there was a need for some slight amendments to the text and a requirement to add four regiments which had escaped my initial investigations, I was advised to combine the two volumes in the belief that a single book would be more convenient for the collector. I have, however, maintained the previous format, so that units generally appear under the arm of the service to which they were allotted at the beginning of the war.


In the interests of convenience I have taken one or two liberties with this overall scheme. For example, although the Lovat Scouts were officially classified in the Army List as Scouts, they were employed as infantry from early 1940 and, therefore, appear as such in Section VII. Similarly, for ease of identification, I have listed the five Territorial battalions who continued to wear their own cap-badges while serving with the Royal Artillery, under their infantry titles, even though all five had transferred to the Royal Engineers as searchlight regiments in 1938 before moving to the artillery in 1940.


For the yeomanry regiments and Territorial battalions which converted to artillery, but continued to wear their own badges, I have also added the subsequent titles by which they were known.


In addition, I have added details of the backing or the inserts worn behind many of the cap-badges. Although some regiments, like the majority of Scottish formations, had always worn a backing to their badges, many others adopted a badge backing only after the introduction of the cap GS. Almost invariably, the patches which were adopted were drawn from the regimental colours of the regiments’ antecedents; for example, the Essex Regiment adopted a patch of ‘Pompadour’ purple of the 56th Foot, while the Middlesex adopted a bi-coloured patch which invoked the colours of the two regiments from which it had been formed in 1881. Others, like the Inniskilling Fusiliers, drew on more recent history for the backing to their badges. Whatever the origins, the backings gave a splash of colour to the cap GS, surely the nadir of military headwear.


In conclusion, I hope that the information in the following pages will enable those wishing to complete a collection of Second World War cap-badges of the British Army to do so in the knowledge that those illustrated and described were indeed issued and worn by the formations shown during that period.


The interest for me in compiling this book has been in removing the layers of time and, in some instances, confusion which surrounded the wearing or otherwise of cap-badges by British Army formations during the Second World War. This interest was enhanced by the generous co-operation which I received from a whole range of people: from curators of museums and those occupying honorary positions in regimental associations, to old soldiers with pride in their regiments. Without this advice and assistance, much of what I have compiled would have had to remain hidden.
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SECTION I


THE HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY


THE LIFE GUARDS
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The Royal Cypher of King George VI, pierced, within a circlet inscribed ‘THE LIFE GUARDS’, the whole surmounted by an Imperial Crown. The badge is in bronze.





The Life Guards is the senior, although not the oldest, regiment in the British Army. The origins of the regiment date back to the exile of Charles II during the Commonwealth when a number of Royalists formed a bodyguard for the future king. At the Restoration they were incorporated into the army troops of Horse Guards. In 1788, following a major restructuring of the army, these troops were formed into the 1st and 2nd Regiments of Life Guards.


However, the two regiments were amalgamated in 1922, and it was then that the above cap-badge was introduced.


During the Second World War, The Life Guards, together with The Royal Horse Guards, formed two active service regiments: 1st and 2nd Household Cavalry Regiments. Personnel from The Life Guards and The Royal Horse Guards served together in both these units, but continued to wear their own cap-badges.





THE ROYAL HORSE GUARDS (THE BLUES)
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The Royal Cypher of King George VI, pierced, within a circlet inscribed ‘ROYAL HORSE GUARDS’, the whole being surmounted by an Imperial Crown. The badge is in bronze.





The other regiment in the Household Cavalry, and next to The Life Guards in order of precedence, was The Royal Horse Guards. Unlike The Life Guards, The Royal Horse Guards was descended from the Parliamentary side in the English Civil War. At the Restoration, the regiment was absorbed into the Royalist Army as the Royal Regiment of Horse.


Initially commanded by the Earl of Oxford, whose livery was blue, the regiment adopted a blue uniform on its inception in 1661. Although Lord Oxford ceased to be colonel in 1688, the regiment retained its original blue uniform and thus acquired its unofficial title of ‘The Blues’. The regiment underwent several changes of title during the eighteenth century, receiving the above nomenclature in 1819, when ‘The Blues’ was officially incorporated into its title.


Until this date, The Blues had occupied a unique, though somewhat indefinite, place in the British Army. Although it was a regiment with strong royal connections and was expected to share duties with The Life Guards, its status lay somewhere between that of The Life Guards and the senior regiment of the Cavalry of the Line. In 1820, however, as a compliment to its colonel, the Duke of Wellington, and in consideration of its distinguished service at Waterloo, the regiment was granted the full status of Household Cavalry, until then only enjoyed by The Life Guards.


Joining The Life Guards in the Household Cavalry Regiments, The Royal Horse Guards initially formed part of the 1st Cavalry Division and saw action in the Middle East in 1940. Eventually both regiments were re-equipped with armoured cars, and after service in the Western Desert and Italy, they were transferred to North West Europe.




SECTION II


THE ROYAL ARMOURED CORPS


THE ROYAL ARMOURED CORPS
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Two badges were worn:





left. within a laurel wreath, the letters ‘RAC’ in script characters. The whole is ensigned with an Imperial Crown. The badge is in gilding metal.





right. a mailed gauntlet for the right hand, fist clenched, palm to the front with a billet on the wrist inscribed ‘RAC’. Issuing from the wrist of the gauntlet, upwards, two concentric circles incomplete, but barbed at the ends. The whole is ensigned with an Imperial Crown which rests on the two uppermost barbs. The badge is in white metal.





Although the Royal Armoured Corps was established in April 1939, the first badge of the corps was not adopted until 1940. This was replaced in 1942 by the second badge – the composition of which represents armour, through the mailed fist, and speed, through the barbed circles.


The Royal Armoured Corps was formed to combine all the British Army’s armoured units in the same body and initially it consisted of eighteen mechanised cavalry regiments, eight battalions of the Royal Tank Corps, renamed the Royal Tank Regiment (RTR) on the formation of the Royal Armoured Corps, and eight yeomanry regiments which, until then, had been Territorial armoured car companies of the Royal Tank Corps.


The RAC was originally only responsible for recruiting, and the administration and training of all armoured regiments, with each of the constituent regiments retaining its own identity and its distinctive cap-badge and uniform. It was not until the after the defeat of the BEF in France that the RAC was given greater authority and representation. Six new cavalry regiments were formed under its umbrella between December 1940 and February 1941, while the 1st Royal Dragoons and the Royal Scots Greys became part of the RAC in 1941 and 1942, respectively.


The demand for armoured units continued to grow and a further expansion of the RAC occurred in November 1941 and July 1942 when a number of infantry battalions were converted to numbered RAC regiments. The policy regarding cap-badges of these newly-armoured regiments was far from uniform. While approximately half adopted the black beret and clenched fist badge of the RAC, the remainder merely wore the black beret but retained their infantry badges. The 155th Regiment RAC, which had been the 15th Battalion, The Durham Light Infantry, went one stage further, for while the RAC badge was worn in the beret, the DLI badge continued to be worn in the Field Service Cap!


A list of those RAC regiments which continued to wear their own badges appears at the end of this section.


At its peak strength in late 1942, the RAC comprised 104 active service and 11 training regiments. Of the former, no less than thirty-three were converted infantry battalions and another fifteen were yeomanry battalions which had joined the original eight in the two years following the formation of the Royal Armoured Corps. The number was further augmented in 1944, when the Reconnaissance Corps, comprising no fewer than twenty-six regiments, was transferred to the RAC.


The Royal Armoured Corps fought in all major theatres of war, but perhaps the campaign which most evokes its activities was that in the Western Desert where its units were able to operate without the obstacles encountered in the other areas of operations which extended from North West Europe to Burma.





1ST KING’S DRAGOON GUARDS
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The double-headed eagle of the Austrian Empire. The badge is in white metal.





The badge was awarded to the regiment in recognition of the fact that the Emperor of Austria was its Colonel-in-Chief from 1896 until the outbreak of the First World War. Because of Austria’s alliance with Germany, the badge was withdrawn in 1915 and from then until 1937 the regiment wore an eight-pointed star surmounted by a crown. However, the eagle was restored on the accession of King George VI.


The senior cavalry regiment of the line, the 1st King’s Dragoons, was originally raised by King James II and it was awarded the above title in 1746 when it was converted to Dragoons.


The King’s Dragoon Guards was mechanised in 1938 and joined the Royal Armoured Corps as an armoured car unit in which role it initially saw service in the Western Desert.





THE QUEEN’S BAYS (2ND DRAGOON GUARDS)
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The word ‘BAYS’ in Old English lettering within a wreath of bay leaves and surmounted by an Imperial Crown. The badge is in gilding metal or brass.





The regiment was raised as the 3rd Horse at the time of the rebellion by the Duke of Monmouth in 1685. It underwent several changes of name before becoming the 2nd Dragoon Guards in 1746. The tradition of bay horses dates from the middle of the eighteenth century although the regiment did not receive the above title until 1870.


The title was reinforced in the canting use of bay leaves in the wreath instead of the more usual laurel.


The Queen’s Bays was mechanised in 1938 and as a tank regiment first saw active service in the Royal Armoured Corps in the Western Desert.





3RD CARABINIERS (THE PRINCE OF WALES’S DRAGOON GUARDS)
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On a pair of crossed carbines, muzzles uppermost, the Prince of Wales’s plumes, coronet and motto. Across the butts of the carbines is a scroll inscribed ‘3RD CARABINIERS’. The coronet and the scroll are in gilding metal and the plumes, the Prince of Wales’s motto and the carbines are in white metal.





The 3rd Carabiniers was formed in 1922 from the 3rd Dragoon Guards and the Carabiniers (6th Dragoon Guards). The Prince of Wales’s coronet and the plumes on the badge were taken from that of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, while the crossed carbines recall the Carabiniers.


The 3rd Carabiniers was converted to a light tank regiment in 1938 and served throughout the war with the Fourteenth Army in Burma – the only Regular cavalry regiment to do so.





4TH/7TH ROYAL DRAGOON GUARDS
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An eight-pointed star thereon a circlet inscribed ‘QUIS SEPARABIT – MCMXXII’. Within the circlet, the cross of St George with the coronet of the Princess Royal superimposed. The badge is in white metal.





Badge backing. A maroon square, worn on its point cut to the outer edges of the four main points of the star, was worn behind the badge.





The regiment was formed in 1922 from the 4th Royal Irish Dragoon Guards and the 7th Dragoon Guards (Princess Royal’s) and the title ‘Royal’ was conferred upon it in 1936.


The badge was based on the main devices from the badges of the two constituent regiments which formed the 4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards. The Star of the Order of St Patrick and the motto ‘Quis Separabit’ were taken from the 4th Dragoon Guards, while the coronet reflects the secondary title of the 7th Dragoon Guards. The Roman numerals MCMXXII refer to the year in which the regiments were amalgamated.


Converted to armour in 1938, the 4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards, was the first mechanised cavalry regiment to land in France with the BEF in 1939. It was also the first to return to France on D-Day.





5TH ROYAL INNISKILLING DRAGOON GUARDS
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The monogram ‘VGD’ surmounted by an Imperial Crown. The badge is in white metal.





Badge backing. A red outline to the cap-badge was adopted in 1942.





The 5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards was the result of another amalgamation which took place in 1922, the two regiments concerned being the 5th Dragoon Guards (Princess Charlotte of Wales’s) and the Inniskillings (6th Dragoons). The badge contains no reference to either of these two regiments, basically being a monogram of the new regiment’s initials.


The original title of the post-1922 regiment was simply the 5th/6th Dragoon Guards, being altered in 1927 to the 5th Inniskilling Dragoon Guards to clarify the status of the regiment, the original 6th Dragoon Guards having been amalgamated with The Carabiniers. It was granted the tide of ‘Royal’ in 1935 at the time of the Silver Jubilee of King George V and the above badge dates from then.


The regiment was mechanised in 1938 and joined the Royal Armoured Corps in 1939. It subsequently saw service in North West Europe.





THE ROYAL DRAGOONS
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The Royal Crest, a lion on an Imperial Crown, above a scroll inscribed ‘THE ROYAL DRAGOONS’. The Royal Crest is in gilding metal and the scroll in white metal.





The oldest cavalry regiment of the line, The Royal Dragoons was raised in 1661 for the defence of the newly acquired British possession of Tangiers. The Tangier Horse, by which title the regiment was originally known, returned to England in 1764 and was given the title The King’s Own Royal Regiment of Dragoons.


The regiment fought at the Battle of Waterloo where it captured the standard of the French 105th Regiment, a representation of which it subsequently took as its cap-badge. However, in 1898, the badge was changed to the Royal Crest. In 1915, the Royal Dragoons reverted to wearing its eagle cap-badge and continued to do so until 1919, when under pressure from the War Office, the Royal Crest was re-instated as the regiment’s cap-badge.


The Royal Dragoons was not mechanised until 1940 when it was converted to an armoured car regiment. It saw active service in the Western Desert, Syria and Italy before returning to North West Europe in July 1944.





THE ROYAL SCOTS GREYS (2ND DRAGOONS)
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An eagle with a wreath of laurels on its breast upon a plinth inscribed ‘WATERLOO’. Below the eagle is a scroll inscribed ‘ROYAL SCOTS GREYS’. The eagle is in white metal and the scroll is in gilding metal.





The regiment was established in 1678 when, as the 2nd Dragoons, it was formed from various troops of dragoons in Scotland. Its title was derived from the fact that personnel of the regiment wore grey uniforms and from 1702 they were mounted on grey horses. This name, however, was not officially adopted until 1921, when the present badge was introduced.


The badge was adopted to commemorate the action of Sergeant Ewart of the Royal North British Dragoons (by which title the regiment was known at the time) in capturing the standard of the 45th (Invincibles) Regiment of the French Army at Waterloo in 1815.


The Royal Scots Greys was among the last cavalry regiments to be mechanised, only converting to armour when serving in Palestine in 1941 and not becoming part of the Royal Armoured Corps until 1942. As a tank regiment it saw service in the Western Desert and Sicilian campaigns before returning to the United Kingdom to prepare for the invasion of France in 1944.





3RD THE KING’S OWN HUSSARS
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The White Horse of Hanover on ground. Below is a scroll inscribed ‘3RD THE KING’S OWN HUSSARS’. The horse and ground are in white metal and the scroll is in gilding metal.





The 3rd The King’s Own Hussars was raised at the time of the Monmouth Rebellion in 1685 when it was known as the Queen Consort’s Regiment of Dragoons. Its title was changed to the King’s Own Dragoons on the accession of King George I in 1714, and it was from its association with George I that the regiment drew the main device of its badge – that of the White Horse of Hanover. The regiment became hussars in 1861 and the above badge was adopted in 1930 when the scroll was changed to that shown.


In the Second World War, the 3rd The King’s Own Hussars saw service with the Desert Rats in the Western Desert and Italian campaigns.





4TH QUEEN’S OWN HUSSARS


[image: images]


A circlet inscribed ‘QUEEN’S OWN HUSSARS’ with a spray of laurel in the bottom centre of the circlet. In the centre are the Roman numerals IV in ornamental characters. Above the circlet is an Imperial Crown and below it is a scroll inscribed ‘MENTE ET MANU’ (with might and main). The numerals and the scroll are in white metal and the remainder of the badge is in gilding metal.





Like the 3rd Hussars, the 4th was another cavalry regiment raised at the time of the Monmouth Rebellion in 1685, its original title being the Princess of Denmark’s Regiment of Dragoons. The above title was finally adopted in 1861 when the four remaining regiments of dragoons were converted to hussars. The motto ‘Mente et Manu’ had been the regiment’s motto since it appeared on a Royal Warrant of 1768. However, the regiment tried unsuccessfully several times to have the motto incorporated onto its badge, but it was not until 1906 that King Edward VII confirmed the regiment’s right to do so. Consequently, the badge was altered that year to reflect the king’s decision.


The regiment served with the 7th Armoured Division in the Western Desert in 1942 and subsequently fought in the Italian Campaign as part of the Fifth Army.





7TH QUEEN’S OWN HUSSARS
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A circlet inscribed ‘7TH QUEEN’S OWN HUSSARS’ surmounted by an Imperial Crown. Within the circlet, the monogram ‘QO’ is reversed and entwined. The monogram is in white metal and the remainder of the badge is in gilding metal.





The regiment was formed in 1690 from independent troops of cavalry which fought at the Battle of Killiecrankie in 1689. It became the Queen’s Regiment of Dragoons in 1729 and was numbered ‘the 7th’ from 1751. In 1807 it became a hussar regiment and this role and title were reflected in the title on the circlet and in the monogram.


During the Second World War, the 7th Queen’s Own Hussars fought in Burma before being transferred to the Italian Campaign.





8TH KING’S ROYAL IRISH HUSSARS
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The Irish Harp surmounted by an Imperial Crown. Below the harp is a scroll inscribed ‘8TH KING’S ROYAL IRISH HUSSARS’. The harp is in white metal while the remainder of the badge is in gilding metal.





Raised in Ireland by King William III in 1683, the regiment was numbered ‘the 8th’ in 1742. It was granted the title of the King’s Own Royal Irish Dragoons in 1777 and in 1822 converted to hussars, from which role it took the above title.


The main device of the badge is the Irish Harp which commemorates the geographical origins of the regiment, while the scroll alludes to the regiment’s former role as hussars.


The 8th Hussars was one of the first cavalry regiments to be mechanised, serving first with the 7th Armoured Division in the Western Desert and later in North West Europe, where it took part in the drive to Berlin.





9TH QUEEN’S ROYAL LANCERS
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On crossed lances, the numeral ‘9’ surmounted by an Imperial Crown. Across the lower ends of the lances and entwining them, a scroll inscribed ‘LANCERS’. The badge is in white metal.





The regiment was first raised as dragoons in 1715 to meet the threat of the first Jacobite Rebellion and was subsequently numbered ‘the 9th’ in 1742. In 1816, it was converted to a regiment of lancers and in 1830 its title was changed in honour of Queen Adelaide, wife of King William IV. The above title was adopted in 1920, but the badge dates from the reign of King Edward VII, being sealed in 1903.


The 9th Queen’s Royal Lancers was converted to armour as early as 1935 when it became a light tank regiment, in which role it served with the BEF in France in 1940. In 1941, the regiment was sent to Egypt and subsequently saw service in the Western Desert and Italy.





10TH ROYAL HUSSARS (PRINCE OF WALES’S OWN)
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The Prince of Wales’s plumes rising from a coronet; the motto ‘ICH DIEN’ (I Serve) inscribed on the scrolls on each side of the coronet. Below the coronet; a scroll inscribed ‘10TH ROYAL HUSSARS’. The coronet and scroll are in gilding metal, the remainder is in white metal.





Badge backing. When worn in the cap GS, the badge was backed by a red domed patch.





Raised in 1715, like the 9th Lancers, to meet the threat of the Jacobites, the regiment was originally equipped as dragoons. The then Prince of Wales was appointed Colonel of the Regiment in 1796 which accounts for the main device on the badge. In 1806, the Prince of Wales clothed and equipped the regiment as hussars – thus making it the first hussar regiment in the British Army. The scroll below the coronet records this role.


Like the 9th Lancers, the 10th Royal Hussars saw active service with the BEF in France before being transferred to the Eighth Army in which it fought in the Western Desert and Italy.





11TH ROYAL HUSSARS (PRINCE ALBERT’S OWN)
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The Crest of the Prince Consort, Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, with a scroll below inscribed with his motto ‘TREU UND FEST’ (True and Firm). The badge is in gilding metal.





Raised in 1715 as Honeywood’s Dragoons to help maintain the Hanoverian Monarchy against a possible restoration of the Stuarts, the regiment was converted to hussars in 1840. In the same year it provided the escort for Prince Albert on his arrival in England for his marriage to Queen Victoria. In commemoration of this service, the regiment was given the secondary title of ‘Prince Albert’s Own’ and the current badge, sealed in 1894, is based upon his crest. The above title was finally adopted in 1920, but the regiment was probably as well-known by its nick-name, the Cherry Pickers, as it was by its official title.


Of all the units in the Royal Armoured Corps, the 11th Royal Hussars was the only one not required to wear the corps’ black beret. Instead, it was allowed to continue to wear its original brown beret. Furthermore, when the latter head-dress was worn, it was worn without any badge.


The 11th Royal Hussars was one of the first two cavalry regiments to be mechanised, being converted to armour in 1928. In the Second World War, after service with the 7th Armoured Division in the Western Desert and Italy, the regiment was transferred to North West Europe, where it was the first British armoured unit to enter Berlin.





12TH ROYAL LANCERS (PRINCE OF WALES’S)
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On a pair of crossed lances with pennons flying outwards, the Prince of Wales’s plumes, coronet and motto. Above the plumes and within the heads of the lances, an Imperial Crown. Below the motto and coronet, the Roman numerals ‘XII’. The plumes, motto and lower half of the pennons are in white metal and the remainder of the badge is in gilding metal.





Yet another regiment of dragoons raised in 1715, the regiment became the 12th Prince of Wales’s Light Dragoons in 1768 and it is from this association that the main device in the badge was drawn. The regiment was converted to lancers in 1816 and this change of role is reflected in the representation of crossed lances which form the background of the badge. While the badge dates from 1896, the above title was not adopted until 1921.


The 12th Lancers was converted to an armoured car regiment in 1926 and was one of the first cavalry regiments to land in France with the BEF in 1939. After the withdrawal from Dunkirk, it was transferred to North Africa in 1941 and ended the war in Northern Italy.





13TH/18TH ROYAL HUSSARS (QUEEN MARY’S OWN)
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The monogram ‘QMO’ superimposed upon which is a scroll in the shape of a letter ‘Z’. The top arm of the scroll rests on top of the monogram and is inscribed with the Roman numerals ‘XIII’. The lower arm of the scroll supports the bottom of the monogram and is inscribed with the Roman numerals ‘XVIIL’. The whole is ensigned with an Imperial Crown. The badge is in gilding metal.





The 13th/18th Royal Hussars was formed in 1922 by an amalgamation of the 13th Hussars which, like many of the early cavalry regiments, had been raised as dragoons in 1715, and the 18th Royal Hussars, which had been raised in 1759. The latter regiment had been given the title of ‘Queen Mary’s Own’ in 1910 on the accession of King George V, which accounts for the monogram in the badge. The unusual scroll was adapted from that on the badge of the 13th Hussars.


After serving with the BEF in 1939–40, the 13th/18th withdrew to the UK returning to North West Europe in June 1944. It took part in the amphibious landings on D-Day and subsequently fought throughout the European Campaign, ending the war in Bremen.





14TH/20TH KING’S HUSSARS
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The Prussian Eagle in gilding metal.





The 14th/20th King’s Hussars was formed in 1922, from the amalgamation of two existing regiments: the 14th King’s Hussars and the 20th Hussars. The first badge of the new regiment contained no allusion to either of the badges of the two regiments from which it had been formed. A most uninspiring badge, it was liked by personnel of neither tradition. Consequently, in 1931, the above badge, based on that of the 14th Hussars, was adopted.


The 14th King’s Hussars was originally raised as Dormer’s Dragoons in 1715 to combat the threat posed by the first Jacobite Rebellion. In 1798, it was granted the title of 14th (Duchess of York’s Own) Light Dragoons in honour of Princess Frederica of Prussia who married the then Duke of York in 1791. Although the regiment’s title was subsequently changed to the 14th King’s Hussars, it retained its Prussian Eagle cap-badge which it had been given in honour of the Duchess of York. Like the 1st King’s Dragoon Guards, the 14th Hussars was obliged to change its cap-badge in 1915 and thus discontinue its European connection.


The 20th Hussars, originally raised in Inniskilling in 1759, was, as a junior regiment of cavalry, subject to disbandment after each major conflict. However, in 1861, it was re-raised from a regiment of European cavalry in the East India Company’s army and subsequently maintained an unbroken record of service until it was amalgamated with the 14th King’s Hussars in 1922.


At the outbreak of the Second World War, the 14th/20th Hussars was serving in India from where it formed the spearhead of the invasion of Persia in 1941. It remained in the Middle East until the end of 1944 when it joined the Eighth Army in the Italian Campaign.





15TH/19TH THE KING’S ROYAL HUSSARS
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The Royal Crest within the Garter and attached to the lower portion of the Garter, the Roman numerals ‘XV’ and ‘XIX’. The bottom of the figures rest upon a scroll inscribed ‘MEREBIMUR’ (Let me be worthy). The Royal Crest is in white metal and the remainder of the badge is in gilding metal.





Badge backing. A scarlet outline was worn behind the badge to commemorate the fact that in 1799, King George III granted to the 15th Light Dragoons, the antecedents of the 15th Hussars, the special distinction of wearing a scarlet plume. The plume itself was replaced by a scarlet shako in 1812 and this, in turn, was replaced by a scarlet backing to the badge in 1888.
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