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  Grace be with you and peace from him 
who is, and who was, and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 
and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, 
the firstborn from the dead, and 
prince of the kings of the earth. 
To him who loved us and 
washed us from our sins by his blood,
and made us kings and priests 
for his God and Father— 
to him be glory and power 
from everlasting to everlasting! Amen.




   




  Rev. 1:4-6 Slt




   




  Start




  Many are called — 
Can a Christian lose his salvation and be lost? 
Will a follower of Jesus be lost?




   




  These questions strike at the heart of the Christian faith—and leave no one untouched who wants to follow Jesus with all their heart.




  This book is unique: it takes you on a thorough journey through all the passages in the New Testament that are relevant to salvation—around 545 testimonies, clearly arranged, deeply thought out, and explained in an understandable way. See for yourself—come and see what the New Testament really says.




  The biblical debate about whether a born-again Christian can lose their salvation and ultimately be lost is not an easy topic—neither theologically nor emotionally. After all, people would rather read about weddings than possible divorces. And yet, anyone who takes Scripture seriously cannot avoid this question.




  If you are certain of God's love and know your salvation in Christ, you can approach this topic with confidence. Jesus loves you—and he invites you to dig deeper. Talk about what you read—with a mature brother or sister in faith or in a group of followers of Jesus. In conversation, truth often unfolds even more clearly and encouragingly.




  A clear structure will help you:
Start with the main message. From there, you can delve as far and deep into the topic as you want and are able. The 7-level pyramid on the website https://vielesindberufen.de shows you the structured path:




  Figure 1: Seven-level structure of “Many are called” (Levels 1–7).




  [image: Seven-level pyramid diagram showing the project structure: Levels 1–4 = summaries (“Main message”, “Core ideas”, “Essence”, “Overview”); Levels 5–7 = detailed studies (“Motto”, “Essence (Summary)”, “Overview & Close reading”).]




  
 




  Intro




  The motivation behind this work




  This book is the result of a long, personal struggle. Over 35 years ago, I gave my first sermon on Romans 11:22 about the goodness and severity of God. Afterwards, a sister told me that she did not believe that a Christian could lose his salvation. This statement triggered my lifelong preoccupation with the subject.




  For a long time, I couldn't decide which view was closer to the truth—both sides had strong arguments. However, the common debates were mostly based on a limited selection of Bible passages (5-15 verses), supplemented by theological principles. This seemed insufficient to me. With a small selection of scriptures, one can represent almost any point of view.




  Therefore, I developed a desire to examine all relevant New Testament passages—without omission or prejudice. Today, in March 2025, after three years of intensive work, this dream has become a reality: ALL 545 passages relevant to salvation, comprising approximately 35% of the entire New Testament text, have been carefully analyzed. The main message of this book is supported and clearly elaborated on at all levels and through every deepening.




  Ultimately, it is about the glory of God. It is about a people who love Him, who bring Him joy with their lives – and about as many people as possible being saved and led to the knowledge of the truth and eternal salvation.




  Join me on a journey of discovery—through God's grace, faithfulness, love, and wisdom. He has prepared everything so that we—and many with us—can surely attain temporal and eternal salvation.




  The question




  The New Testament proclaims that Jesus Christ saves us from our sins so that we may now live in reconciliation with God. From this arises the certainty and hope that after death we will enter into eternal glory.




  The Greek word sōtēria ("salvation," "redemption") describes both the present and future dimensions of salvation. It encompasses forgiveness, liberation, preservation, and eternal life in communion with God. We already have salvation—and at the same time await its completion.




  This means that our salvation begins with turning to God, but is not yet complete. We are saved, we are reconciled with God, we are his beloved children—and at the same time we are on our way to being finally saved. The Spirit of God has been given to us as a pledge, but the path to eternal glory is not yet complete.




  This raises the crucial question of this book: Do we automatically receive the second, final salvation after conversion—or is it conditional? Are there factors that promote or hinder it?




  The New Testament shows that Christ accomplished a perfect work of redemption. Many are called to participate in it through faith. But the same Scripture presents us with a serious question: Can a Christian who believes in Jesus still be lost?




  Clarifying this tension is the theme and concern of this book.




   




  The approach to developing the topic




  In the first year of my research, I identified around 545 passages in the New Testament that are relevant to salvation. The focus was on central themes such as salvation from perdition, eternal salvation, possible losses on the path of discipleship, and reward in heaven. Each Bible passage was assigned a cause (e.g., grace, faithfulness of God, initial or continuing faith) and assigned to the respective New Testament book.




  For each book, I arranged the verses relevant to salvation thematically, commented on them theologically, and evaluated them in their context. This resulted in a separate "theology of salvation" for each book by the respective author. On average, approximately 35% of the Bible text per book was included in this study (details in the chapter Salvation in Numbers). Each verse was interpreted, summarized, and condensed into a concise key sentence.




  On this basis, I created five systematic summary levels for each NT book:




  

    	
Overview: Thematically organized, complete, with nuances—suitable for deeper theological discussions.





    	
Summary: Reduces redundancies, remains complete, more readable.





    	
Essence: Focuses on the central themes – compact, clear, nuanced.





    	
Key ideas: Focuses on the main messages of the book – clear thrust, deliberately simplified.





    	
Motto: One central statement per book – as a condensed introduction or comparison of the book's perspectives.



  




  A comparison of these levels across all 27 NT writings clearly shows the theological unity in the doctrine of salvation of the various authors and provided the basis for the chapter structure of Chapter 2.




  In the second year of research, the results were evaluated across themes throughout the entire New Testament. Statements on the same themes were brought together, divided into main themes, and the chapter structure of Chapter 3 was developed from this – not predetermined, but derived from the texts themselves. Here, too, the three levels of summarization—overview, essence, and motto—are used, as they are in Chapter 4 (Reward in Heaven), Chapter 5 (Preservation in Salvation), and other chapters.




  This methodical, systematic approach characterized the entire project.




  In the third year, the book was compiled, completed, and revised, and the website was developed.




   




  Basic beliefs




  The following basic beliefs underlie this book. (Only) those who agree with them can and will read this book with benefit and are able to comment on it constructively.




  The decisive foundation of this book is trust in the divine inspiration and infallibility of the entire Holy Scriptures. The 66 canonical books—and especially the New Testament as the perfect revelation of God in Jesus Christ—are considered the highest authority for teaching and life. It follows that God's Word is true and does not contradict itself.




  Scripture interprets itself—not through theological systems or dogmatic models, but through its own context and the interplay of all relevant statements. Therefore, in this study, Bible passages are not considered in isolation, but




  

    	in the direct context of each individual book of the Bible 
(Chapter 2)




    	in the light of the entire New Testament revelation 
(Chapter 3)


  




  Clear passages of Scripture take precedence over derived statements. 
No single verse may be placed above others as a "key verse." 
Truth is not revealed in individual fragments, but in the harmonious whole—and this whole contains both promises of grace and urgent warnings.




  How to read this book




  Notes on reading this book and the website vielesindberufen.de




  This book—and the accompanying website vielesindberufen.de—follows a special structure: it resembles a pyramid, with the most important information coming first. Unlike many theological books, it begins with the main message (level 1) and gradually delves deeper into the reasoning and research. Readers can start immediately and work their way through levels 1 to 7 in depth – or, depending on their interests, start directly at a suitable level.




  The overview section: Levels 1-4




  The first four levels form the overview section. They summarize the results of the investigation – with increasing depth and detail:




  

    	
Level 1: The main message of the book





    	
Level 2: The most important basic findings and key concepts





    	
Level 3: An overview of all areas examined – deliberately concise, but systematic





    	
Level 4: Detailed, argumentative level – suitable for conversations and discussions for the first time



  




  The detailed section: Levels 5-7




  The second block contains the three in-depth levels of analysis:




  

    	
Level 5 (motto): Very compact, topic-specific orientation for each book or subtopic





    	
Level 6 (essence): Initial in-depth evaluation with a high level of detail and comprehensible argumentation – the level of this book





    	
Level 7 (Overview): Deepest level with the complete theological examination – including interpretation of all Bible passages relevant to salvation (Chapter 2) and all topics relevant to salvation in the New Testament (Chapter 3). Due to its scope, this level is available exclusively on the corresponding website 
https:// vielesindberufen.de. 



  




  The structure of the book




  This book contains levels 1 and 2 as a quick overview of the topic and level 4 as a systematic, comprehensive summary covering all areas. This is followed by a continuous presentation of the research results at the detailed level 6.




   




  In the e-book version of this book, all headings are linked to the website https://vielesindberufen.de with the NIV Bible translation, making research level 7 quickly available if needed. In addition, virtually all of the Bible passages listed are directly linked to bibleserver.com (thanks to ERF Medien for this excellent platform). Even with mere references without written text, every Bible passage can be quickly found and understood. 




  Additional self-created materials for download are also linked throughout the e-book. Paperback readers can find them at https://vielesindberufen.de/downloads/. 
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  3.1.14      Salvation lies in the fear of God and not (only) in mere reverence




  3.1.15      Your separation from this world is the condition for your salvation. Those who love the (Father in) Heaven more than this world will be saved




  3.1.16      Righteousness saves from death: Saving righteousness is not only credited, but also a lifestyle that is in right relationship with God and does His will




  3.1.17      (Only) those who accept the invitation to the heavenly wedding feast will be saved—and only IF they are clothed in garments of salvation and righteousness




  3.1.18      (Only) those who hear God's word and act upon it will be saved




  3.1.19      Those who obey God and do His will will be saved




  3.1.20      Those who have the power of salt and resist sin will be saved in the end




  3.1.21      Those who love God through Jesus more than themselves and who love their neighbors as themselves will be saved




  3.1.22      (Only) those who are forgiven and who forgive others will see God's salvation




  3.1.23      Those who love their brothers and sisters in faith will arrive in eternity




  3.1.24      Those who keep a clear conscience before God for themselves and others will be saved




  3.1.25      Those who live sexually pure in God's eyes will arrive in heaven




  3.1.26      Your proper handling of money is an important prerequisite on the way to heaven
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  3.1.32      Salvation is "in Christ" – and as long as I am "in Christ," I am in and have salvation




  3.1.33      Salvation through the right attitude: humility and grace save from death




  3.1.34      Those who live in such a way that they are considered worthy of the future world will be saved
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  5.2.1      Those who hold fast to God's Word remain preserved
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  5.4.5      The spiritual battle – preservation through resistance to evil




  5.4.6      Trial and testing – being strengthened through trials




  5.5      Preservation through repentance and timely conversion




  5.6      Preservation through the Church of Christ
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  5.6.2      Preservation through comfort and encouragement in difficult times




  5.6.3      Your obedience in faith is salvation for others




  5.6.4      Preservation through church discipline—protection from straying




  5.6.5      Preservation through mutual vigilance




  5.6.6      Submission to spiritually minded leadership




  5.6.7      Preservation through sound teaching and teachers according to God's Word




  5.6.8      Preservation through good role models




  5.7 The preservation of the church of Christ




  5.8      Victory over trials – remaining steadfast on the narrow path




  5.8.1      God's love is our shield




  5.8.2      The joy of the Lord is our strength




  5.8.3      Do not be afraid: we cannot do it on our own, but through Him!




  5.8.4      Protection from false pride and condemnation




  5.8.5      Victory over the adversary – standing firm against the enemy




  5.9      Summary: My protection on the path to eternal salvation




  6      Boundaries of salvation




  6.1      There is no such thing as "cheap" grace; true grace costs life




  6.2      God's love and immeasurably vast space of grace




  6.3      Life to the sorrow of the Holy Spirit or to the loss of salvation




  6.4      What is "enough" for eternal salvation if faith (and works of faith) is (are) necessary for it?




  6.5      Assurance of salvation – certainty of salvation




  6.6      Losing and regaining salvation: The prodigal son – the prodigal daughter




  6.7      Signs of true salvation




  6.8      Sin against the Holy Spirit




  6.9      Summary: Boundaries of salvation




  7      Summary, outlook




  7.1      Lost, seemingly or truly saved?




  7.2      Salvation happens NOW through faith without works, and ETERNAL salvation happens through faith that is made visible through works




  7.3      Even eternal salvation comes only through grace, faithfulness, and the mercy of God




  7.4      The reward of discipleship




  7.5      This is a hard saying; who can hear it? On God's pedagogy and the balance of our current preaching




  7.6      Conclusions




  7.7      (Urgently) recommended practical steps for faithful discipleship that remains in our salvation—for individuals and the body of Christ




  Appendix      Counterarguments and answers from the Word of God




  1      Counterargument: "Salvation comes only through faith, not through works."




  2      Counterargument: "We are sealed with the Holy Spirit, and no one but Jesus can break that seal, and He will not do so."




  3      Counterargument: "Salvation in the Old Testament was imperfect, but in the New Testament it is so perfect that we cannot be lost."




  4      Counterargument: "The work of Christ is perfect—do we need or have to do anything else?"




  5      Counterargument: "The temple of God is here, the temple of God is here!"




  6      Counterargument: "Those who are saved are sanctified once and for all."




  7      Counterargument: Works burned and yet saved




  8      Counterargument: "Danger of pride in works, danger of comparison, danger of judgment, danger of despair, danger of discouragement."




  9      Answer: "Our salvation is always and only 'in Christ'. If you are 'in Christ', then you are safe."




  10      Summary: Counterarguments and responses from the Word of God




  




  




   




  Level 1 – Main message (motto) – Topic




   




  A Christian




   can be lost.




   




  A follower of Jesus




   will not be lost.




   




   




   




   




   




  Are you a follower of Jesus?




  Are you a follower of Jesus?




   




   




   




   




  The long-distance race




  The new life with Jesus is like the starting shot in a marathon. That's when the race begins—and victory belongs to all who run to the finish line. They alone will receive the prize of victory.




  A good start is vital—but finishing is what counts.




  Non-Christians stand on the sidelines – they don't even run. Nominal Christians venture a few meters onto the track without really being registered. Pretend Christians wear a stolen race number and only choose the comfortable sections. But none of them will receive the imperishable crown of victory.




  Figure 2: 1 Corinthians 9:24–25 — Run in such a way that you may win.




  [image: Aerial view of runners on a track with an overlaid Bible verse from 1 Corinthians 9:24–25 (Slt): “Run in such a way that you may win.” A small laurel-crown icon highlights the call to persevere.]




   Do you not know that
  all who run in the stadium 
  all run, 
  but only one receives the prize? 




   Run in such a way that you may win it!




    But everyone who competes




   is abstinent in all things—those
 to receive a perishable crown, 
but we an imperishable one.
 1 Cor 9:24-25 Slt 




   




  Level 2 – Key ideas – Theme




  Naturally Lost




  All people sin and do not live according to God's standards as set forth in His Word, the Bible. No one will be condemned indiscriminately, but everyone will be lost before God because of their specific sins. Non-Christians who do not recognize Jesus as Savior are unsaved.




  Nominal Christians participate in religious rituals. Their faith remains external, without inner renewal. Observing forms does not save them. What they do (or think they do) for God are dead works without power. Without deep repentance toward God and renewal of life through rebirth, they too are lost.




  False Christians consider themselves followers of Jesus, but have never truly known him. They may have worked in his name, but without genuine devotion and obedience. They have not died to themselves in order to live for God. They have realized themselves through their lives and have not served God. Jesus will not know them in the final judgment.




  Saved—by grace, through faith




  Those who are truly Christians were not saved by their own efforts or religious endeavors, but solely by God's grace. True Christians have recognized that they are guilty before God – and that they cannot save themselves. They have confessed their sin in the light of His truth and accepted Jesus Christ as the only Savior. His love has touched their hearts, His grace has transformed their innermost being.




  In genuine repentance, they have turned to God—with broken hearts, but full of trust. God has reborn them through his Spirit into a new life full of hope. From now on, they are no longer enemies, but children of God—loved, accepted, forgiven. Not because they deserve it, but because the Son of God gave his life for them. Their salvation is secure because it is founded on Christ. And from this certainty grows the desire to follow him—out of love, not duty.




  Loved—and therefore moved




  True Christians do not follow Christ in order to earn God's love—they do so because they are already loved infinitely. His grace and love shape their lives from the ground up. We love because He first loved us. This love inspires, fulfills, sustains, and moves us. It ignites a deep longing for fellowship with God in the hearts of true followers—here and now, and in perfect clarity in the world to come.




  This love gives strength in times of need, courage in times of trial, and comfort in times of suffering. God stands by His children, watches over them, and intercedes for them. Nothing can snatch them out of His hand. Even when they fall, his grace is new every morning. They may come to him at any time—with joy and thanksgiving, but also with fears, worries, and weaknesses. He preserves, carries, protects—and allows only what is ultimately for their best.




  True discipleship—the fruit of his love




  This divine love does not remain without consequences. It changes. It moves true Christians to follow Him. They no longer live for themselves, but for their Lord. They confess His name not only with words, but in a life full of devotion, repentance, and sanctification. Even when they stumble, they rise again through His power. They hold fast to His love—in good times and in bad.




  Their faith is alive, bears fruit, serves God and people. Their salvation is not evident in a past moment, but in an ongoing transformation: in their love for Jesus, in their avoidance of sin, in their perseverance until the end. The source of their steadfastness is not their own efforts, but the love of God poured out in their hearts. His love brings about their faithfulness. And his faithfulness is their support.




  Two paths as followers of Christ




  Salvation is a gift—but it does not happen automatically. Not everyone who once began to follow Jesus Christ will reach the goal. Scripture makes it unmistakably clear: those who stray from the path of discipleship, give themselves over to sin, love the world more than God, or follow a false gospel, put their salvation in serious danger. Without repentance, eternal life can be lost.




  True followers do not remain faithful by their own strength, but through the preserving grace of God. Nevertheless, they are called to remain vigilant, to fight, and to persevere. The narrow path leads to life, the broad path to destruction. The path to salvation is a path of faith, of confession to Jesus, of love and devotion—far more than mere lip service. Those who persistently ignore their conscience, deny or abandon their faith in word or deed, or serve themselves more than their Lord and their fellow human beings, turn away from Jesus and lose their salvation with him.




  God expects fruit—not out of compulsion, but as a natural expression of genuine love. Faith without deeds, without change, without sanctification is dead. Those who disregard the grace they have received, keep it for themselves, or leave it unused, risk not only losing their reward, but also missing the eternal goal.




  God's loving preservation




  The community of the redeemed will exist forever—but on the way there, all believers are drawn into a real spiritual battle. It is a struggle for faithfulness, truth, and steadfastness in following Christ—not superficial, but with eternal consequences. Jesus himself is the good shepherd who leads, protects, and preserves—his sheep are safe in his hand. No external enemy, no power of darkness can snatch them away from him. His love gives strength, his grace makes us steadfast, his Spirit works in us.




  Jesus intercedes for us as High Priest. He gives us strength to persevere, protects us in temptation, and shortens difficult times for the sake of the elect. It is he who calls us—and who gives us room to repent when we stray from the path. He does not want anyone to be lost. Everyone is allowed to return, everyone is allowed to start anew. His guidance, his comfort, his love make him a shepherd whom we can follow with confidence.




  Remaining responsible – growing in love




  God protects us—but he does not do so without us. He calls us to cooperate: to be vigilant, to repent, to be faithful in teaching, prayer, and conduct. Those who remain close to him, who love and live his word, remain in the shelter of his love. Closeness to Christ is not a theoretical concept, but practical discipleship: daily devotion, struggle against our own flesh, perseverance in faith.




  Our salvation is not based on performance, but on Jesus' love and redemption. But only those who remain in this love will reach the goal. The Father does not measure us by the performance of others, but by what we do with what we have received from him. Vigilance, faithfulness, and a life of holy reverence lead us safely to the goal – negligence and indifference, on the other hand, put us in danger of falling away.




  Those who forget God's purification and are self-sufficient live dangerously. But those who love Jesus, respect His word, and bear fruit will be preserved.




  Judgment and reward




  The unsaved, on the other hand, are not only lost, but through their specific sins they accumulate the wrath of God for eternity. The intensity of their misconduct determines the measure of their judgment.




  Reward in heaven is only for those who have been saved by pure grace. They have eternal life NOW. And yet, for believers who live with and for Christ , eternal life is also the reward of discipleship.




  The more faithfully we serve God and follow Jesus here, the more glorious our reward will be in eternal life. What matters is our love for God and the works that spring from that love. Anything done out of self-interest, even if it appears to be good, will not bring a reward in heaven.




  Those who faithfully use their talents for God, suffer for Christ's sake, and practice love for their enemies will be richly rewarded in heaven.




  Those who serve others with self-sacrifice and practice what they preach will be highly esteemed in heaven.




  Those who love Jesus and remain faithful to the end will receive the crown of life from him.




  Conclusion: Proclaiming a balanced gospel of discipleship




  The message of the New Testament to born-again followers of Jesus combines encouragement and challenge. A one-sided emphasis—whether on God's love alone or on His judgment alone—distorts the nature of God and leads astray.




  Even believers who have been born again in Christ are constantly faced with a decision: Will they follow the narrow path of devotion, faithfulness, and love—or will they be seduced by the broad path of self-will, self-realization, and lazy compromises? One leads to eternal glory, the other ends, without timely repentance, in the loss of life and judgment—together with those who never truly knew Christ.




  Our eternal salvation depends on remaining in Christ. This includes recognizing Him as both a loving Savior and a righteous Judge—and following Him in holy reverence until the end. In doing so, we can know that God is faithful. He preserves, strengthens, guides, and carries all who trust in His grace and do not let go of Him—and in His mercy brings them to their destination.




  Those who do not allow themselves to be robbed of the certainty of their Savior's love for them will be preserved. Those who repent when they fall will remain saved. Those who follow Jesus with holy reverence on the narrow path to eternity and bear fruit until the end will surely reach the ETERNAL goal.




  Both personal and communal discipleship are crucial for faithful following. Whether in pairs, small groups, or the whole congregation—through deep fellowship, mutual encouragement, and also admonition, we remain on the path of faith. Even loving church discipline can help keep us from straying and remain firm in Christ.




  But ultimately, it is our abiding trust in God's unchanging love and faithfulness that carries us through all challenges—and preserves us until we reach the goal of eternity.




  A Christian can indeed be lost. 
But a follower of Jesus will not be lost in eternity.




   




  Level 3 – Essence Theme




  https://vielesindberufen.de/ebene-3-essenz/ 




   




  Level 4 – Overview - Topic




  
1       Many are called: Are you lost, a Christian, or a follower of Jesus Christ on the path to eternity?





  Lost




  Every human being is spiritually dead by nature and separated from God. All people sin and do not live according to God's standards as set forth in His Word, the Bible. Sin rules their hearts, and without a living relationship with God, they remain on the path away from God toward eternal destruction. No one will be condemned indiscriminately, but everyone will be lost before God because of their specific sins. No human being can save themselves—no moral behavior, no good works, and no religious rituals can remove their sinful condition. Non-Christians who do not recognize Jesus as Savior are unsaved.




  Hope




  But God has not allowed us to remain hopelessly lost. His love is greater than our failure: He wants all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. That is why He not only created us out of love, but also prepared a way of salvation before the foundation of the world—a single way that leads through Jesus Christ alone. The gospel, the good news, is that Jesus Christ, the Son of God and true God, suffered and died on the cross for our sins, rose from the dead on the third day, and now lives. He can save all who come to God through him—now and forever.




  Two paths for every person




  Those who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior find true life; those who reject him remain in darkness. Every person faces this decision: one path leads to eternal life, the other to destruction.




  John 3:36 Slt
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.




  Salvation




  A true Christian is someone who has been saved by God's immeasurable love and grace. This salvation does not come through one's own works, but solely through faith in Jesus Christ. Such faith involves a profound conversion in which one recognizes one's sins, repents, and consciously decides to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior. This decision leads to a new birth in which the Holy Spirit works in the believer and leads him or her to a new life.




  True Christians love God more than themselves and allow themselves to be guided by His Spirit. Their faith is manifested in love, obedience, and a transformed life.




  Close to the cross and yet lost




  Not everyone who calls themselves a Christian truly lives in a relationship with Jesus. Some live only in the outward appearance of piety, but their hearts do not belong to Christ.




  False Christians may uphold Christian values and practice religion, but their lives are not truly submitted to God. They want to fulfill themselves instead of submitting to God in obedience.




  Nominal Christians, on the other hand, rely on church membership, baptism, or traditions without having a living relationship with Jesus. But being a Christian means more than just a label—it means knowing Jesus and following him.




  Saved and saved forever




  True Christians follow Jesus because God's love has reached them, renewed them, and moved them. They are drawn by the hope of eternal glory and guided by His Holy Spirit. God is faithful and keeps His promises—He preserves His children on the path to eternity. He educates, guides, and strengthens us, does not tempt us beyond our abilities, and opens His path of salvation to us. Out of love, He gives us space and time to repent when we fall along the way, because He does not want even one to be lost. His faithfulness gives us certainty, protection, strength, and joy to move forward unwaveringly—and He will bring us safely to our destination.




  Carried by God's love – preserved by his faithfulness




  The path of discipleship is not easy, but it is not lonely. Jesus is the good shepherd who knows his sheep, leads them, and protects them. He himself stands up for us, bears our weakness, and gives us strength when we reach our limits. God's love is not just an initial impulse toward salvation—it remains the sustaining force for each day.




  Those who are certain of his love draw new courage from it – even in trials, temptations, or failures. God's faithfulness is greater than our weakness. He does not let us go as long as we want to stay with him. Those who turn to him again and again experience that his grace is new every morning. His love does not motivate indifference, but awakens deep gratitude and the longing to live faithfully.




  Security despite struggle – the power of genuine hope




  The hope of Christians is not uncertain, but firmly founded on God's promises. Those who love Jesus will not reach their goal by their own strength – but because Jesus is faithful. He completes what he has begun. Even in times of questions, struggles, or setbacks, we can know that our security does not lie in ourselves, but in him.




  This gives us serenity, but not recklessness. It calls us to faithfulness—not out of fear, but out of love. For those who have realized how much they are loved ( ) will not run away from the Lord, but will follow him with all their hearts.




  Two paths also for followers of Christ
— a clear decision is necessary




  But the Word of God also makes it clear: only those who remain faithful to the end will reach the promised goal. Living as a Christian means not slackening, but remaining faithful. There is the narrow path of the Spirit, which leads to life, and the broad path of the flesh, which leads to destruction.




  Followers of Jesus also face this decision in their life of faith: Will they follow the Spirit or allow themselves to be ruled by the flesh? Only those who remain faithful to Jesus will inherit eternal life in the end.




  Romans 8:13
For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.




  Arriving in eternity: 
Many could be saved, but only a few remain faithful




  Many are called, but few are chosen. Not everyone who makes a good start remains faithful to the end. Jesus himself warns that some who think they are saved will one day realize that they have strayed from the narrow path.




  Mt 7:21 Slt
Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.




  But God saves many—his grace is much greater than we think!




  Rev 7:9-10 F
A great multitude that no one could count stood before the throne and praised God.




  
2       Evaluation of ALL 27 books and 545 salvation-related 
passages in the New Testament





  
2.1       Core ideas of all New Testament books





  Matthew




  In the course of turning to God, you must detach yourself from your sins and purify yourself for salvation. Those who now and permanently remain in an attitude of obedience and vigilance toward the true gospel and toward Jesus, who loves them so much, and who bear fruit in serving God until the end, will be saved eternally.




  Mark




  Those who turn to Jesus will be saved. But only those who value Jesus above all else, who listen to and heed God's word, who do it and bear fruit, will ultimately be saved eternally. Every one of God's chosen ones can rely on God's faithfulness, who wants to and will bring them to heaven.




  Luke




  Those who turn to God to obtain forgiveness of their sins through Jesus will be saved here and now. Those who listen to Jesus, confess him in words and deeds without being led astray, and listen to him in everything he says as a good and wise king and lord, yes, those who love Jesus more than anything else in this world and love their neighbor as themselves until the end, they will be saved eternally.




  John




  The chosen sheep of the good shepherd Jesus have eternal life now. As true disciples of Jesus, they are recognized by their love for one another, by their abiding with Jesus, and by their doing his will. And Jesus brings them through to eternal salvation, for no one can snatch them out of his hand or out of the hand of the loving Father.




  Acts




  Receiving grace and salvation from God by accepting the gospel, and then following the Lord Jesus with all your heart and remaining faithful, is the way of salvation to eternal life.




  Romans




  The gospel of Jesus Christ calls people out of the realm of God's wrath—to obedience in faith toward God. Those who believe are saved by grace, justified before God, and accepted as His beloved children. And those who, as saved people, persevere in denying the old self, follow the Spirit of God, and strive for glory, honor, and immortality in good works, God will give eternal life.




  1 Corinthians




  The word of the cross saves now—but only those who hold fast to the gospel and do not return to sin will receive eternal life. Those who do not remain steadfast have believed in vain. But God is faithful: He does not tempt us beyond our ability and, in his love, creates ways out that lead to salvation.




  2 Corinthians




  In the gospel, Christ says yes to us and, upon our conversion, gives us his Spirit as a down payment and assurance of eternal life. But our eternal salvation depends on our continued simple devotion and relationship of faith with Christ.




  Galatians




  Those who, after a good start, reject God's grace in the Gospel by trying to stand before God on their own strength, and who follow the desires of their old nature instead of the Spirit of God within them, for them Christ died in vain and they are lost.




  Ephesians




  In Christ, we are chosen from eternity. Through faith in the gospel of God's love and grace, we are redeemed from sin by His blood and accepted as God's children. As saved people, we have forgiveness and are sealed with the Holy Spirit—the down payment on our eternal inheritance. Our mission is to put off the old self, be renewed in our minds, and put on the new self with pure thoughts and speech. Those who live for Christ in this way on earth will be rewarded by the Lord in eternity.




  Philippians




  We will (only) win the victory prize of eternal life above if we run according to God's rules until the end of our lives.




  Colossians




  To stand before Jesus in heaven one day and receive from him the prize of eternal life, three things are necessary: to remain firmly grounded in faith now, to serve the Lord Christ wholeheartedly, and not to be led astray from the true gospel and the hope of the gospel—to live eternally with Jesus.




  1 Thessalonians




  A holy life preserved by God is the key to heaven and to standing blameless before Jesus. But not everything that is or could be blameworthy about us when we stand before Jesus robs us of our eternal salvation.




  2 Thessalonians




  Every Christian can count on God's faithfulness and protection from evil on their way to heaven. Those who remain faithful to their calling to eternal life until the end will be honored as chosen ones to spend eternity with their Lord.




  1 Timothy




  Only those who fight the good fight of faith and do good works of faith will ultimately attain eternal life. And that is: to live and remain in scriptural faith in our Lord Jesus Christ as No. 1 in our lives and in love, and to lead a sanctified life with a conscience well sharpened and unblemished by God's Word, with self-control.




  2 Timothy




  (Only) those who hold fast to the true gospel, continually purify themselves, and fight the good fight of faith prescribed for them according to God's rules, willing to suffer to the end, will be awarded the victor's crown of eternal life. The preservation and assistance of our faithful God are promised to us on our way.




  Titus




  The gospel of God's grace saves people who, through it, begin to live in reverence toward God according to their knowledge of Him and who, on their path of faith and reverence, have hope for eternal life. Every follower of Christ, encouraged and exhorted by sound preaching, must cast off many bad habits and practice and exercise new good habits on the path to eternity.




  Philemon




  Whoever follows Jesus now and loves their brothers and sisters in faith is saved now.




  Hebrews




  Our salvation is conditional: we must pay the utmost attention to what we have heard (in order to do it) in our faith in our Lord Jesus Christ in order to be saved eternally. Otherwise, we will drift past our destination—eternal life—like a ship in distress passing by the saving island.




  James




  For James, doing works of faith is an expression and reflection of genuine saving faith.




  The crown of glory and thus eternal life will be won by those who endure the trials that God allows in their lives or who turn away in time from the deadly paths they have strayed onto, because they love God. And in the end, it is those who love God by doing His will who will be saved eternally.




  1 Peter




  Our faith in and love for Jesus are proven and strengthened in trials. Proven faith is true faith and more precious than gold. It knows unspeakable joy filled with glory. It will inherit eternity. Through our faith, the Lord preserves us. His grace alone saves even gold-proven faith into eternity.




  2 Peter




  Fleeing the defilements and lusts of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, diligently growing in a pure and blameless life in love, thus confirming His calling and election, guarding ourselves against false prophets, repenting quickly where necessary, trusting in the Lord's longsuffering for our salvation: so that we may be granted—abundantly—entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.




  1 John




  Eternal life is now enjoyed by those who believe in the incarnate Son of God, live in the light and in the truth, love their brothers and sisters in faith, and keep God's commandments. Those who continue to purify themselves from their old nature and sins on this path to heaven will one day see Jesus as he is.




  2 John




  Those who believe in the incarnation of Christ, love their brothers and sisters in faith, and live according to God's commandments are and will remain saved.




  3. John




  To stand true to the truth means to live truthfully. Whoever does good is a child of God. Whoever does evil has never known God.




  Jude




  Those who accept the good news and hold fast to it with faith, unwavering, unblemished, and uncorrupted until the end, living a God-fearing lifestyle marked by keeping God's commandments, will be saved eternally. They are preserved by God's love and faithfulness and preserve themselves by remaining steadfast, praying, and eagerly awaiting Christ's return.




  Revelation




  The blood of the Lamb redeems believers now and forever; it makes us fit for heaven and children of God. God loves us and, in his faithfulness and grace, preserves those who faithfully follow him. Those who hold fast to the love of God and his word without compromise or addition, who keep his commandments, and who remain faithful to Jesus as witnesses even unto death, will be saved eternally.




  Summary 
of the individual book evaluations of the New Testament




  Lostness




  Since the Fall, all people have been separated from God and alienated from his life by their sinful nature. They follow their own fallen nature, which leads to disobedience and sin. Godless deeds such as idolatry, lying, immorality, greed, or unbelief cause them to be lost and subject to God's wrath. Only through repentance toward God and obedience to His will can this separation be overcome.




  Signs of spiritual lostness




  Those who do not recognize God as Creator, violate their conscience, or twist His truth live in sin. The law of God in the 10 Commandments is a mirror of our lostness. Anyone who is guilty before God in even one area is a transgressor and has become guilty of the whole law and is heading for damnation. Human attempts at (self-)salvation do not help us out of our lost state. Particularly dangerous are false teachers who proclaim salvation through one's own works or external forms. A gospel that ignores God's judgment and human responsibility does not lead to life, but to death.




  Salvation: Now and for eternity




  Salvation comes only through Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for the sins of mankind and rose again. Faith in the living Savior, Lord, and Redeemer Jesus Christ and His love brings forgiveness, new life, and the reception of the Holy Spirit. But true repentance also means putting off the old life and being renewed in obedience and devotion to God's will. Salvation is a gift of grace that is received through faith, not through our own efforts.




  Requirements for followers on the path to glory




  Those who follow Jesus should consistently remove sin from their lives, not cause others to stumble, and bear fruit. True discipleship is manifested in love for God, who loved us so much and continues to love us. It is manifested in holding fast to His Word and in serving our neighbors. It is crucial to love Jesus more than anything else and to remain steadfast in trials.




  The gospel and its conditions




  The gospel is the good news of a loving God who saves lost sinners. This salvation cost him, as Father, and his Son Jesus Christ everything. And in his love, God wants to guide, lead, and bring each of his saved and beloved children into eternity. He has guaranteed this. Only (true) followers of Jesus Christ will reach their destination on the path to the glory of eternity. That is the condition of our salvation NOW and FOREVER. It is essential that we follow our Lord in the great lifeline, remain vigilant, and hold fast to the good news of God's love. Those who abandon their faith or consciously live against God's will risk their salvation. Faith without works that testify to God's will is dead. Discipleship requires perseverance, self-discipline, and a willingness to withstand temptations and suffering.




  Faithfulness to the end




  True believers remain devoted to Christ. They allow themselves to be guided by the Holy Spirit and keep a pure life. Steadfastness, faithfulness, and keeping God's commandments are essential characteristics of a life that leads to eternal salvation.




  Warning against false paths




  False teachers who spread a prosperity gospel or heresies endanger eternal salvation. Likewise, a life of immorality, greed, or deliberate rejection of God leads to separation from Him. Christians are called to be vigilant and to stay away from such influences.




  Hope for eternal life




  The certainty of salvation lies in God's grace and faithfulness. Those who remain in faith will be preserved by Jesus and receive the crown of life. The reward in heaven depends on faithfulness and commitment in earthly life. Ultimately, God's goal for His followers is a life in His presence and for the glory of His name.




  
2.2       Salvation in numbers: Evaluation of ALL 545 New Testament
 salvation-related Bible passages





  In the New Testament, all 545 Bible passages, or about 35% of the entire text, that relate to our




  

    	temporal and




    	eternal salvation




    	, including reward in heaven and




    	lostness and damnation.


  




  And they were related to the most important reasons and causes for this:




  

    	election and calling




    	God's grace and faithfulness




    	initial/first faith and




    	continued faith, expressed in works of faith.


  




  The first and most important table showing the distribution of all Bible passages relevant to salvation in the New Testament simply shows the distribution and frequency of the topics sought in the New Testament with their underlying causes. This makes it clear how much and what God has to say on each topic. This table is the most meaningful of all in terms of where God places particular emphasis in His Word.




   




  Distribution of salvation themes in the New Testament 
with their underlying causes
within ALL 545 passages relevant to salvation




  

    

      

        	

           


        



        	

           


        



        	

          around


        



        	

          exact


        



        	

          Number


        

      




      

        	

          


        



        	

          Lost & damned


        



        	

          33


        



        	

          34


        



        	

          186


        

      




      

        	

          Salvation now


        



        	

          50


        



        	

          53


        



        	

          291


        

      




      

        	

          Salvation forever


        



        	

          50


        



        	

          48


        



        	

          259


        

      




      

        	

          


        



        	

          Through election (E) / 




          vocation (V) / 


        



        	

          10


        



        	

          11


        



        	

          60


        

      




      

        	

           by God's grace (G) /
 God's faithfulness (F) /


        



        	

          40


        



        	

          41


        



        	

          221


        

      




      

        	

          Through initial faith /


        



        	

          33


        



        	

          35


        



        	

          189


        

      




      

        	

           through continued (n) /




          faith works /


        



        	

          67


        



        	

          68


        



        	

          369


        

      




      

        	

           


        



        	

          Losing salvation


        



        	

          25


        



        	

          23


        



        	

          128


        

      




      

        	

          Wages/rank in heaven


        



        	

          10


        



        	

          9


        



        	

          48


        

      


    

  




  Topic




   




   




  Topic




  Causes




   




   




   




   




  

    

      

        	

           


        



        	

           




          A Bible passage can touch on several topics and mention causes at the same time, which is why the total is more than 100% and there are 545 Bible passages.


        

      


    

  




   




  States of salvation




  About one-third of all Bible passages in the New Testament that deal with eternity and salvation address the fundamental lostness and eternal damnation of people through God's judgment.




  Almost exactly half of all passages deal with our possible salvation NOW as fallen human beings from our natural enmity against God, our distance from God, and our sins to a restored relationship with God through repentance and rebirth.




  About the other half of the Bible passages deal with the eternal salvation promised by God to the followers of Jesus when believers move from faith to sight and enter into eternal glory.




  About a quarter of all Bible passages deal with the possible loss of relationship with God and salvation on the path of true believers to heaven, where they will not arrive after the revelation of their lives in God's final judgment.




  About 10% of all Bible passages deal with the reward of believers in heaven or the rank they will have in heaven.




  Reasons for salvation




  The causes for acceptance or rejection by God in eternity—without assigning them to a specific topic—can be broken down as follows:




  About 10% of the passages in the New Testament that deal with eternity and our present or eternal salvation refer to God's election (57%) and calling (43%).




  Around 40% of Bible passages cite God's grace (2/3) and faithfulness (1/3) as the cause for the respective event.




  About one-third of all Bible passages deal with saving initial faith in order to enter into a healthy relationship with God.




  About two-thirds of all Bible passages deal with continued faith after initial faith, which is expressed in works of faith on the path to eternity.




  It becomes clear that




  Lostness and damnation are major themes in the New Testament (33%), but even more so is the salvation that God wants to give to a lost world in this life (53%). However, God devotes almost as much attention (47%) to the attainment of eternal salvation by those who are now saved.




  Yes, how we as humans can enter into a healthy relationship with God is just as important to God, in terms of frequency of mention, as the important area of salvation, how we as those who are now saved can ultimately arrive in heaven.




  God is the agent in every kind of salvation—this is clear in half of all Bible passages (40% God's grace and faithfulness +10% God's election and calling).




  However, God's saving action toward us humans includes faith as such an essential element (33% initial faith +67% continued faith expressed in works) that salvation of any kind is inseparably linked to faith on our part. It remains to be seen whether this faith alone is God-given, God-wrought, or also something that God demands of us as our own prerequisite for salvation.




  An alarming number of Bible passages (about 25%) deal with the possible loss of salvation by those who have entered into a right relationship with God through initial faith. These passages are explicitly not about those who are not truly converted but consider themselves converted, but about those who once made a good start with Jesus. The others, who in reality never entered into a right relationship with God, are found in the Bible passages on "lost and damned."




  It is noteworthy that God pays about twice as much attention to our continued faith after our conversion as to our initial faith, which has now led to our conversion and salvation. God cares deeply about our continuing faith in him!




  Jesus repeatedly emphasized that we should not be so concerned with our rank in heaven, but rather serve ourselves and others here on earth. Therefore, from God's own perspective, the Bible passages about our future reward and rank in heaven are limited to about 10%, which is important but modest.




  Summary of the connections




  Lostness and damnation are major themes in the New Testament (33%). Those who do not know God and who do not believe in the gospel, which is offered in many ways in God's love for our temporal and eternal salvation, will be lost and damned. The salvation that God wants to give to a lost world now in this life appears in 53% of all Bible passages on salvation.




  There is an almost 1:1 correlation between eternal salvation and continued faith, which is expressed in works of faith.




  The next largest value, but almost half as large at 46%, is attributed to "God's grace/faithfulness" and illustrates where the source of these continued works of faith can be found: in God Himself, who enables, sustains, protects, and promotes this faith.




  There is another strong, almost 1:1 correlation between "losing salvation" considered on its own and "continued faith/continued works of faith." God shows us very clearly in His Word that continued "works of faith," or continued practical faith, is indispensable for obtaining our eternal salvation.




  If we consider our reward and rank in heaven on its own, the highest correlation, as expected, is with our continued works of faith at 79%. We will reap in heaven what we sow in this life by observing and doing the will of God.




  If we consider Bible passages about God's election and calling on their own, there is a high and roughly equal correlation with salvation now and with eternal salvation (both 66-67%). This makes it clear that both our initial conversion and our later salvation depend on God's calling and choosing, and that we cannot attribute our salvation now and eternally at the end to ourselves, but to God, without whom no one in the world can take anything to which God has not called and chosen him.




  And yet God binds us with our being, essence, and will into his saving action. For the next almost equally large correlation of "election and calling" again exists with "continued faith/continued works of faith" (65%). God's calling and election always have very specific tasks and effects. And these are first our conversion and then continued works of faith.




  One might think that continued works of faith are completely irrelevant for the elect. The opposite is true. The greatest connection exists between God's election and continued works of faith (70%). Those who are chosen by God should follow God and simply lead a life marked by continued works of faith, for God's election will never be without consequences.




  We are called to put our faith into practice on the way to heaven in order to truly inherit eternal life – and in the end, we can only do so through God's grace and faithfulness.




  "Initial faith" is, of course, almost 1:1 connected with "salvation now" at 86%. We can only be saved through the grace of God and by faith alone.




  If we consider God's grace alone, it is primarily aimed at our salvation now (83%) through initial faith (70%). Yes, by grace alone we are saved at our conversion, and that through faith, which is a gift from God.




  And true initial faith has consequences. In His grace and faithfulness (64%), God accompanies those who have become His children through faith on their way to heaven, again with the consequence of continued faith and continued works of faith (59%).




  If we focus primarily on God's faithfulness, then the main emphasis is on continued faith and its works (78%). God's faithfulness enables us, as those who are saved, to live as He wants us to—and the result will be eternal salvation (69%).




  When it comes to the possible loss of salvation, it is striking that there is an absolute 1:1 relationship with continued faith or continued works of faith. If there is a loss of salvation, it is to be sought and found here first and foremost. Those who no longer actively follow Jesus in faith lose their salvation – and the view of biblical witnesses often (71%), but not always, focuses on the later eternity, which is automatically affected by this.




  Eternal salvation is 100% connected with election/calling.
Those who are eternally saved were previously called and chosen by God; that is the least that can be said. But we know from Jesus that not all who are called will enter heaven. Why might that be? Certainly not because of a lack of God's grace and faithfulness, with 63% agreement. To the same extent (63%), continued works of faith are linked to eternal salvation and calling. This shows two things. On the one hand, those who arrive in heaven were called and chosen (100%). On the other hand, God's grace and faithfulness play just as important a role in arriving in heaven as continued works of faith – indeed, the former seems to make the latter possible in the first place. For God's grace and faithfulness are also linked to eternal salvation in an impressive 1:1 ratio of 100%.




  It is astonishing that our salvation NOW is 100% linked to continued works of faith. But that is the goal of our salvation now: that we honor God with our lives from now on, made possible by our relationship of faith and love with him.




  Salvation NOW linked to election/calling is connected with all other important areas with roughly the same intensity:




  

    	Initial faith




    	Continued works of faith:




    	God's grace and faithfulness




    	eternal salvation


  




  All of these are necessary on the path to heaven.




  
2.3       Loved and saved NOW – preserved FOREVER: The love and fear of God in all the books of the New Testament





  An examination of the 27 books of the New Testament reveals remarkable consistency in their statements about the love of God, salvation in the here and now, the importance of the fear of God, and the conditions for eternal salvation. Twenty-six of the 27 books deal with all three aspects: the love of God, salvation through faith, the necessity of a healthy fear of God, and the way to eternal salvation. This consistency impressively testifies to the divine inspiration of Scripture and underscores the central message of the New Testament.




  The Gospels




  The four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) consistently emphasize the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ. They show that present salvation comes through repentance, faith, and acceptance of God's grace. At the same time, they warn against a life without the fear of God and encourage a lifestyle characterized by holiness and obedience. All the Gospels emphasize that eternal salvation depends on faithfulness to Christ and requires consistent discipleship.




  The Epistles




  The letters of the apostles, especially those of Paul, take up the themes of the Gospels and deepen them. They make it clear that God's love is the foundation of salvation, but also that salvation must be preserved through faith. Fear of God is described as essential for a life of following Christ. The letters emphasize that eternal life is not only a gift but also a goal that is achieved through perseverance, obedience, and faithfulness. Differences can be seen in the focus: while, for example, the letters to the Corinthians warn of the danger of overestimating oneself, the letter to the Romans concentrates on justification by faith alone but works as the fruit of a truly renewed life.




  Revelation




  The last book of the Bible, Revelation, summarizes the central themes of the New Testament in an eschatological framework. It urges fear of God and shows the consequences of a life of sin, including the loss of salvation. At the same time, God's love is made visible through the ultimate salvation of believers who overcome and remain faithful. Revelation emphasizes that eternal salvation requires an active, victorious life of faith.




  




  
3       Salvation and possible loss of salvation: 
 Cross-book teachings of the New Testament





  3.1 The way of the Spirit and following Christ to eternal salvation




  An examination of the cross-book teachings of the New Testament confirms the findings so far: 




  Faith in Jesus Christ is a long and challenging path that leads us to the crown of eternal life. This path requires not only a good start, but also perseverance and patience. Through the supernatural help of God, which the Holy Spirit gives us, we are enabled to overcome the challenges of faith and reach the goal. The most important themes are:




  The overwhelming love of God as motivation




  The love of God that we encounter in conversion is the foundation of our faith. It grants us forgiveness for our sins and motivates us to continue on the path of faith. Even when we stumble and fall, we know that we can come to God at any time to be cleansed. The immeasurable love and grace of God is our motivation to run the race faithfully to the end.




  The Holy Spirit, whom we received at rebirth, is our daily source of strength. Through Him, we are enabled to remain faithful on the path of faith.




  Diligence, perseverance, and patience: the path to the goal




  A life of faith requires patience, perseverance, and discipline. We are called to persevere and hold fast in difficult times. Those who patiently endure trials and prove themselves worthy will ultimately be rewarded with eternal life, as God has promised to those who love Him. This perseverance helps us to complete the race to the finish line and receive the crown of victory.




  The vicarious atoning death of Jesus and His resurrection




  Jesus' death on the cross and his resurrection after three days are the foundation of the Christian faith. Through this vicarious atoning death, we are reconciled with God and receive forgiveness for our sins. Faith in Jesus, who died and rose again for us, is the foundation on which we build our lives.




  Fruit for God: A measure of true salvation




  True salvation is evident in the fruit we bear for God. Jesus said in : Those who live in close connection with Christ will lead fruitful lives because they draw strength from this connection. This fruit is the natural consequence of a redeemed life and is evident in good works and service to others.




  Brotherly love and forgiveness: The foundation of life in community




  Another hallmark of a faithful Christian life is love for our brothers and sisters in faith. Jesus calls us to love one another as he loves us. Mutual love among believers is a central feature of discipleship—it should be as strong as Christ's own love. This love is evident in our willingness to forgive and encourage one another.




  Humility and love for God: a prerequisite for discipleship




  Following Jesus requires humility. Jesus taught that the greatest in the kingdom of God are the humble. True greatness is not shown in ruling over others, but in serving and being willing to stand up for others. This humility is shown in the willingness to serve God and others in love.




  Love for God must be the greatest love in our lives. It is the foundation for our discipleship and our life in obedience to His commandments.




  Dealing with money and sexual purity




  Handling money requires that we love God more than money. Jesus urges us: A person cannot pursue two conflicting goals—he will always be more devoted to one than the other. We are called to handle money responsibly and use it as a tool that God has entrusted to us to build His kingdom.




  Sexual purity is also a central part of Christian life. God tells us that our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit and that we should avoid sexual sin in order to preserve our purity.




  Maintaining an Unblemished Conscience




  It is crucial that we maintain an unblemished conscience, as our conscience is an internal yardstick for our behavior. In it says: A firm faith and a clear conscience are inseparably linked, for they help us to live in harmony with the truth. A clear conscience helps us to live in the truth and to stand before God in obedience.




  The importance of mission and evangelism




  A redeemed person has the task of proclaiming the gospel. In Jesus gives us the Great Commission: The task of passing on the faith applies to all followers of Christ—they are to lead others into fellowship with God. Every believer is called to spread the gospel and help others also come to faith in Jesus.




  Continuous purification through God's grace




  Even if we remain faithful in our belief, we will stumble again and again. But in all this, we can know that God's love and grace are always available to us. God remains faithful and just – those who come to him and confess their sins and mistakes will experience forgiveness and purification. We can come to God again and again and be purified – not because we deserve it, but because God forgives us.




  Romans 2:6-7 Slt
[God] 6 who will repay each person according to their deeds: 7 to those who persevere in doing good, glory, honor, and immortality, eternal life.




  1 Tim 2:14-15 F
[But they will be saved if they] remain faithful and loving and lead a holy life with self-control.




  James 1:12 Slt
12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.




  1 John 1:9 Slt
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.




  1 Peter 5:2-4
[Exhortation to the elders] 2 Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 Then, when the chief shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.




  Rev 3:11 Slt
11 Behold, I am coming soon; hold fast what you have, so that no one may take your crown.




  Rev 2:10 Slt
10 Do not fear any of the things that you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.




  3.2 The way of the "flesh" away from salvation to judgment and destruction




  The big picture of the way of the "flesh" away from salvation
to judgment and destruction shows:




  The grace of God—a gift that must not be disregarded




  God has called us in His immeasurable love and saved us through Jesus Christ by pure grace. But this grace is not a license to remain in a life of the flesh. Those who indulge in sin, love the world, or water down the gospel not only disregard God's love, but abuse it and jeopardize their own salvation. True disciples of Jesus remain in his grace, hold fast to him, and allow themselves to be transformed by his Spirit.




  The deadly danger of forgetting God's grace




  Our faith and our service to Christ are not in vain—as long as we hold fast to them. But those who turn away from the true gospel or live a life without repentance receive God's grace in vain. Scripture warns urgently against forgetting God's love and grace and falling back into the works of the flesh. Faith without continual purification and sanctification is dead.




  Those who consciously indulge in sin and do not repent show that they do not value God's grace. Jesus saved us, but He expects us to remain in Him and with Him. Those who do not allow themselves to be led by the Spirit of God, but choose the way of the flesh, ultimately reject the love that once saved them.




  The serious warning: lukewarmness and conscious sin separate us from God




  It is possible to start with Jesus but not reach the goal. Those who become lukewarm and do not repent will be spit out by Jesus. Discipleship requires vigilance and steadfastness, especially in times of trial. Those who turn to the world, follow it, and ignore God's commandments disregard the love through which they were saved and risk their salvation.




  Conscious, persistent sin is particularly deadly. Those who are not willing to break with their old life, who push God and his commandments into the background, will one day realize that they have distanced themselves from God's grace. The love that once saved them has been disregarded and ultimately abused. Jesus has no fellowship with those who live in conscious rebellion against him.




  The true reward: a life for God and not for oneself




  God rewards those who live for love of him and remain in his will. Those who use their talents for the Lord, remain steadfast in suffering, and serve selflessly will receive a great reward in heaven. But those who act only for their own recognition or do not use their God-given abilities will not only receive no reward, but will lose their eternal life.




  True disciples of Jesus understand that their lives do not belong to themselves, but to God. Those who become entangled in the desires of the world again not only act against God's commandments, but show that they no longer honor God's love . A life for oneself is a life against God.




  The destruction caused by carnal living




  God has renewed us in Christ, but the flesh remains an enemy that wants to pull us back. Those who give in to the flesh, who put their desires above God, will die spiritually. The Bible makes it clear that those who live according to the flesh will not inherit the kingdom of God. So those who consciously decide against God's Spirit not only reject His guidance, but also mock the grace that once saved them.




  Jesus expects us to take up our cross daily, deny ourselves, and follow Him. Those who instead choose a life of the flesh forget the immeasurable love that once saved them and ultimately abuse it by using it for their own purposes.




  The danger of seduction and false gospel




  A false gospel kills. Only the pure, unadulterated gospel of Jesus Christ leads to life. Those who allow themselves to be seduced by false teachings or worldly philosophies will fall away from God. It is especially dangerous to water down the gospel and ignore God's holiness. A gospel without repentance, without sanctification, and without obedience to Christ is not the gospel. Those who cling to something else disregard the truth and are lost.




  Love for the world leads to destruction




  "No one can serve two masters." Those who love the world lose eternal life. Scripture warns urgently against allowing oneself to be taken in by the desires of this world. Greed, fame, comfort, and self-fulfillment are deceptive traps that distract us from God. Those who place these things above Jesus disregard the love that once saved them and will perish with the world.




  Many begin with Christ, but the cares of this world stifle their faith. The temptations of life, the pursuit of possessions, and the desire for recognition cause many to lose sight of the true treasure. But in the end, only one thing matters: those who remain faithful to the end will be saved.




  Grace and restoration—God's heart for His children




  Our path of discipleship is not about sinless perfection, but about our great lifeline. Every day offers us the opportunity to be cleansed by God – from the things that sadden him, but do not affect our salvation in Christ. But even when we stray so far from God that, like the prodigal son or the lost sheep, we leave the safe haven of the Father or the good shepherd, His love remains unchanged. He waits with great joy to welcome us back and restore us completely. His grace is not a license to sin, but it is inexhaustible for anyone who returns in repentance.




  Conclusion: Remain vigilant and honor God's love




  Our life is a gift from God, purchased with the blood of Jesus. We must not disregard His love by indulging in sin or choosing the path of the flesh. Those who turn against God abuse the grace that once saved them and jeopardize their eternal future.




  But God's grace remains greater than our failure. Those who have strayed can return to Him at any time. Just as the father welcomed the prodigal son, God joyfully accepts anyone who turns to Him in repentance.




  Therefore, let us remain vigilant, hold fast to Christ, and love God more than anything else. Only those who remain faithful to the end will receive the crown of life. For God's love is faithful—but it requires us to remain faithful to it.




  
4       Reward & Rank in Heaven





  Reward in heaven is exclusively for those who have been saved by grace through Jesus Christ. They have eternal life from the beginning.




  The unsaved are not only lost, but their sins also cause them to accumulate wrath for eternity. The intensity of their wrongdoing determines the extent of their negative reward in eternity.




  For those who are saved by grace and who live with and for Christ, the following applies:
Eternal life is the reward for those who love God and show this love through their lives and service to Him. Our inner motives are decisive in this regard. Everything we do out of love and for God's glory will be rewarded by Him.




  There is a great reward in eternal life for believers who use their talents generously and faithfully for God, for suffering for Christ's sake or for the sake of righteousness, and for loving their enemies. However, actions that are done primarily for one's own recognition and not for the Lord will not bring any reward.




  Yes, we may want to be great in the kingdom of heaven, but the way to achieve this is to SERVE, to do what we say and teach, and to suffer for Christ's sake. And yet we can be completely relaxed and do not need to get involved in any apparent power struggles. In the end, the hierarchy in heaven will be as the Father in heaven has intended it to be.




  Those who do nothing with their God-given abilities for the Lord will not only receive no reward, but will also lose eternal life and suffer the same fate as the unbelievers. Even those who, although in the service of God, serve themselves more than God, are not or will not be saved.




  Romans 2:6-8 Slt
[God] 6 who will repay each person according to their deeds: 7 eternal life to those who persevere in doing good, seeking glory, honor, and immortality; 8 but wrath and anger to those who are selfish and disobedient to the truth, but obey unrighteousness.




  2 Cor 9:6 Meng
6 Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.




  Matthew 6:1 Meng
1 Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them, or you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.




  Col 3:23-25 Slt
23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will receive the consequences of his wrongdoing, and there is no partiality. 




  Lk 6:22-23 + 35 Meng
Love your enemies, do good, and lend without expecting anything in return. Then your reward will be great.




  Rom 2:4-7; Lk 19:16-19; Mt 25:25-30; 2 Cor 9:6; Mt 6:1; Mt 20:20-28; 1 Cor 4:5; Rev 22:11-12; Luke 6:22-23 + 35; Col 3:23-25; 1 Cor 3:11-15; Matt 7:21-23; Matt 5:19 




  
5       My preservation on the path to eternal salvation





  In His grace and faithfulness, God cares for our preservation on our path to eternal salvation. And whoever follows Jesus and makes use of His grace(s) will surely attain eternal salvation.




  Preservation by God




  Our preservation on the path to eternal salvation




  What a great God! Our salvation is not our own doing—it is in His hands. He holds us fast, guides us, and preserves us until we reach our destination.




  Phil 1:6 Slt
I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Jesus Christ.




  God is our protector




  God Himself ensures that we remain on the path of salvation. No one can separate us from Him: John 10:29. His hand holds us securely!




  Grace carries us




  Our salvation is grace—it began with God's love and will remain until the end: Eph 2:8.




  Jesus intercedes for us




  We are not alone—our High Priest lives to intercede for us: Hebrews 7:25. He fights for us!




  God's faithfulness holds us fast




  He remains faithful, even when we falter: 2 Thessalonians 3:3; 2 Timothy 2:13.




  God uses challenges to strengthen us




  Difficult times are not punishment, but a sign of his love: Hebrews 12:6.




  He will bring us safely to our destination!




  Romans 8:38-39
For I am sure that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers, neither things present nor things to come, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.




  He has equipped us with everything we need to remain faithful. Those who hold fast to him will surely reach their destination.




  2 Peter 1:3 Slt 
For his divine nature has given us everything we need for life and godliness through the knowledge of him who called us by his glory and virtue.




  Preservation through the church of Christ




  God has not called us to be lone warriors, but members of one body, the church of Christ. Through encouragement, admonition, spiritual guidance, and mutual vigilance, the church helps us to remain on the path of salvation. Those who withdraw from the church expose themselves to the danger of becoming spiritually cold and falling away from the faith. God preserves us by anchoring us in the fellowship of the saints.




  Hebrews 10:25 Psalm 
Let us not neglect meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.




  Preservation through encouragement and admonition




  No one can walk the path of faith alone—we need brothers and sisters who encourage us, but also admonish us when we stumble. A healthy church is a place of mutual correction and strengthening. Without loving rebuke and encouragement, individuals become blind to their own mistakes and jeopardize their walk. God uses brothers and sisters to keep us faithful.




  1 Thessalonians 5:11 Slt 
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.




  Preservation through comfort and encouragement in difficult times




  When trials and tests come, we need brothers and sisters to comfort us and strengthen us in the truth. The church is the place where we are encouraged to hold fast and not lose heart. Through fellowship and prayer, we are strengthened anew to remain steadfast: 2 Cor 1:3-4




  Faithful obedience as salvation for others




  Our faith affects not only ourselves but also others. When one person remains faithful, it can lead to the salvation of another. Like a light in the darkness, the faith of one individual helps to bring others onto the right path: Phil. 1:14




  Preservation through church discipline – protection from straying




  A just and loving approach to sin in the church protects believers from temptation. Those who live in conscious sin endanger not only themselves but also others. Church discipline serves to preserve the purity of faith and correct wrongdoing: 1 Corinthians 5:12-13




  Preservation through mutual vigilance




  Christians are called to watch over one another. When we fall asleep spiritually, we need brothers and sisters to shake us awake. Mutual exhortation helps us to remain faithful and not stray from the truth: Hebrews 3:13




  Submission to spiritually minded leadership




  God appoints shepherds and leaders who bear responsibility for the church. Those who submit to spiritual leadership experience protection, guidance, and spiritual growth. A leader should not rule, but serve in the spirit of Christ: Hebrews 13:17




  Preservation through sound doctrine and teachers according to God's Word




  False teachings destroy faith. A church remains preserved when it adheres to sound, scriptural teaching. God gives his church teachers who faithfully interpret his Word and protect it from deception: 2 Tim. 4:3-4




  Preservation through good role models




  We learn most from what we see. Good role models in the church help us to remain faithful in our faith. Those who are spiritually mature should set an example for others so that they can grow in faith: 1 Corinthians 11:1




  Conclusion: The church is God's tool for preservation




  Those who anchor themselves in the church of Christ not only remain strengthened, but also spiritually preserved. Encouragement, rebuke, spiritual guidance, and sound teaching help us to remain on the path of salvation.




  Eph 4:16 Slt 
From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.




  The preservation of the church of Christ on the path of salvation to eternity




  The calling and completion of the church as the bride of Christ




  The church of Christ is the bride of Jesus Christ, called by God, whom he has prepared for himself, pure and blameless.




  Eph 5:25-27 Slt
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present her to himself as a glorious church, without , spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but holy and blameless.
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