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Family Lineage and Heritage



 


 


The story of Juana la Loca, or Joanna the Mad, who
lived from 1479 to 1555, is intricately woven into the illustrious tapestry of
the Trastámara dynasty. Her lineage is not merely a backdrop to her life but a
central thread that influenced the course of her destiny. To understand Juana’s
journey, it is essential to first explore the complex web of her family
heritage that spanned across Europe and shaped the political and social fabric
of her era.


 


Juana was born into the houses of Trastámara and
Habsburg, both of which were dominant forces in 15th-century Europe. The House
of Trastámara, of which Juana was a member through her mother, Queen Isabella I
of Castile, was a cadet branch of the House of Ivrea. It rose to prominence in
the 14th century when Henry II became the King of Castile. The Trastámara
lineage was known for its complex political maneuvers and marriages that were
carefully orchestrated to consolidate power and unification of the Iberian
Peninsula.


 


Isabella’s marriage to Ferdinand II of Aragon was a
defining moment for both the dynasty and the territories that would become the
Kingdom of Spain. Ferdinand, also a Trastámara, was born of the House of
Barcelona and relevant dynastic lines, binding Catalonia and Aragon under his
rule. This union, often romanticized as the cornerstone of a unified Spain, was
as much a political alliance as it was a marriage. According to historians such
as Jill Webster in her work on dynastic alliances, the marriage was meant to
provide stability in an era marked by conflict and fragmentation (Webster, J. Dynastic Alliances of the Spanish Crown,
1998).


 


The dual heritage that Juana inherited from her
parents—Castilian, Aragonese, and extending back to illustrious forebears in
both France and Navarre—was further complicated by her marriage to Philip the
Handsome, a significant figure of the Habsburg dynasty. The Habsburgs were a
Central European royal family with a vast network of territories in the Holy
Roman Empire, the Low Countries, and beyond. This marriage symbolized not only
the consolidation of territories but also the genesis of the Spanish Habsburg
Empire, a major power in European history.


 


The family lineage brought with it a heavy burden: a
tumultuous history of alliances and rivalries. The Trastámara’s earlier years
were marked by internal strife and wars of succession, often exacerbated by
competing claims and disputes over legitimate rule. This sense of perpetual
contestation likely seeped into Juana's consciousness, shaping her tenacious
yet troubled approach to her own claim to power. As biographer Bethany Aram
notes in Juana the Mad: Sovereignty and
Dynasty in Renaissance Europe, the constant pressure to uphold and expand
the family’s dynastic interests played into the portrayal of Juana’s perceived
madness (Aram, B., 2009).


 


The implications of Juana’s lineage were not only
political but also personal. The expectations from her roles as daughter, wife,
and queen were heightened by her storied heritage. Raised amidst the grandeur
and burden of her lineage, she absorbed the lessons of leadership and
resilience, hallmarks of her family, albeit in a manner that often placed her
at odds with the male-dominated politics of her time. The personal and national
expectations placed upon Juana were immense, contributing to her psychological
distress and eventual historical path as a misunderstood and tragic figure.


 


Exploring Juana’s family lineage not only sheds light
on her origins but also provides a deeper understanding of the dynamics that
influenced her life’s trajectory. The historical pressures and expectations
associated with her birthright created a complex interplay between her personal
experiences and the broader political movements that she was inexorably a part
of. This intricate heritage remains a crucial aspect of her story, as we
continue to unravel the myths and realities surrounding her legacy.


 











The Political Landscape of Spain



 


 


In examining the political landscape of Spain during
the late 15th and early 16th centuries, a vivid tapestry of alliances,
conflicts, and territorial ambitions unfolds, setting the stage for Juana la
Loca's deeply complex life. This era was characterized by a series of strategic
marriages and dynastic unions that aimed to consolidate power and influence
across the Iberian Peninsula and beyond. The marriage of Juana's parents,
Ferdinand II of Aragon and Isabella I of Castile, was emblematic of these dynamics,
transforming Spain into a formidable European power.


 


The Kingdom of Spain, as Juana was born into, had only
recently emerged as a unified entity through the marriage of her parents, often
referred to as the Catholic Monarchs. Prior to their union in 1469, Spain was a
fragmented collection of kingdoms, including Castile, Aragon, Navarre, and
Granada, each vying for territorial dominance. Castile and Aragon were two of
the most powerful and influential kingdoms, and their union was instrumental in
forging a unified Spanish kingdom. This strategic alliance was not only
politically advantageous but also had the blessing of the Papacy, which was
keen to see a unified Christian front capable of mounting a Reconquista against
the Muslim-held territories in Spain.


 


The success of the Catholic Monarchs in ousting Muslim
rule from Granada in 1492 was a monumental achievement, effectively completing
the centuries-long Reconquista. This victory did not only mark an end to Muslim
sovereign enclaves in Western Europe but also heightened the prestige and
political leverage of the Spanish Crown. Subsequent explorations, including the
sponsorship of Christopher Columbus's voyage to the New World in 1492, further
expanded Spain’s wealth and global influence, laying the foundations for what
would become the Spanish Empire.


 


However, the internal political landscape of Spain
remained fraught with potential tensions. The unification of Aragon and Castile
was more symbolic than seamless in integrating administrative or legislative
cohesion. Each kingdom retained its own laws and customs, and these regional
differences lingered. The administrative capitals remained divided with
Ferdinand and Isabella often operating their courts separately from their
respective regions. The complex nature of Spanish governance required delicate
political balancing, which would later complicate Juana's own rule.


 


Additionally, the strategic marriages arranged by
Ferdinand and Isabella for their children were intended to fortify Spain’s
external alliances. Juana’s marriage to Philip the Handsome of the Habsburg
dynasty, arranged in 1496, was one such alliance, linking Spain with the
eminent Holy Roman Empire. Ferdinand and Isabella’s foreign policy was
characterized by, as John Lynch describes, “a remarkable combination of fervent
Catholicism, relentless ambition, and political prowess" (Lynch, 1991).
This marriage placed Juana at the center of European power struggles that would
ultimately shape her political and personal destiny.


 


Internally, Isabella and Ferdinand's reign also sought
to consolidate power through the reform of the nobility and establishment of
strong centralized governance. They aggressively curtailed the influence of
powerful nobles, often employing marriage alliances and judicial reforms to
bring the nobility under Crown control. This consolidation was critical in
implementing policies such as the Alhambra Decree, which mandated the expulsion
of Jews from Spain, a move intended to solidify Catholic orthodoxy but which
also prompted substantial economic and demographic shifts within the kingdom.


 


Against this backdrop of political consolidation and
expansionism, Juana came of age. Her life was bound by the competing demands of
dynastic duty and personal autonomy, in an era marked by intricate political
chess games that would challenge even the most astute sovereigns. Her kingdom
was not just a political entity but a patchwork of cultures, languages, and
loyalties, each contributing to the rich, albeit turbulent, heritage she was
destined to inherit.


 


The legacy of Ferdinand and Isabella's reign was a
double-edged sword for their heirs. While their accomplishments in unifying and
bolstering Spain’s territorial inheritance endowed Juana with a significant
political mantle, the underlying challenges of governance—born from regional
tensions, religious strife, and international diplomacy—remained formidable and
would inevitably impact her rule.


 


Thus, the political landscape in which Juana la Loca
was born was one of triumph and tyranny, expansion, and entrapment, a fertile
ground for the dramatic highs and lows that would define her life. Her story
cannot be extricated from these formative political conditions, as they
provided both the throne she was to inherit and the chains that would bind her
destiny.


 











Johannas Parents: Ferdinand of Aragon and Isabella of Castile



 


 


To adequately comprehend the life of Juana la Loca,
one must first delve into the story of her illustrious parents, Ferdinand of
Aragon and Isabella of Castile, a duo whose union altered the fate of the
Iberian Peninsula and laid the groundwork for modern Spain. Their intricate
political maneuvers and dynamic personalities offer valuable insight into the
world Juana was born into, providing a backdrop to her dramatic and often
misunderstood life.


 


Ferdinand II of Aragon, born on March 10, 1452, in Sos
del Rey Católico, belonged to the Trastámara dynasty, an influential legacy
that had shaped the political landscape of Aragon for generations. Groomed to
rule from a young age, Ferdinand's education encompassed both martial prowess
and diplomatic astuteness. He was noted for his strategic acumen, often
described as "astuto tanto como formidable" ("as astute as he
was formidable") by chroniclers of the era.


 


On the other side of this pivotal partnership,
Isabella I of Castile, born on April 22, 1451, in the town of Madrigal de las
Altas Torres, was a member of the Castilian branch of the House of Trastámara.
Her formative years coincided with periods of political instability,
engendering a pragmatic resolve and deep piety. Isabella's ascent to the throne
in 1474, following a contested succession, was marked by her uncanny ability to
forge alliances and her staunch devotion to Catholicism, which later fueled her
religious reforms.


 


The marriage of Ferdinand and Isabella in 1469 was
more than a union of two individuals; it was a meticulous orchestration that
unified Castile and Aragon. By 1479, when Ferdinand ascended as King of Aragon,
the pair was poised to initiate a series of monumental undertakings that would
reshape Spain. This was cleverly articulated by historian J. H. Elliott, who
remarked that their marriage "created a new axis of power in the Iberian
Peninsula."


 


This union, often romanticized, was fundamentally a
strategic alliance with clear objectives: the consolidation of their realms,
the reconquest of territory from Moorish rule, and the expansion of Spanish
influence. Together, they meticulously orchestrated the Reconquista,
culminating in 1492 with the fall of Granada, the last Muslim stronghold in
Spain, and the dawn of Spain’s emergence as a global power.


 


Isabella and Ferdinand's reign also marked pivotal
cultural and religious shifts. Their introduction of the Spanish Inquisition in
1478, aimed at religious homogenization, and the edict of expulsion of the Jews
in 1492, were both momentous and harrowing. These acts underscored their
commitment to Catholic orthodoxy, a theme prevalent in Juana's upbringing and
the environment she navigated.


 


As formidable leaders, they were also progressive
patrons of exploration, most famously commissioning Christopher Columbus's 1492
voyage, which heralded the age of European discovery and colonialism. This
global reach epitomized the ambitions of their reign, augmenting their legacy
and influence beyond continental limits.


 


Their offspring, including Juana, were raised with the
expectation of perpetuating and expanding these political and religious
objectives. In Juana's early life, the domestic influences of her parents’
ardent religious observance, political acumen, and dynastic ambitions laid a
foundation fraught with pressures that would shape her tragic trajectory.
Historian John Edwards observed, "Their role in shaping Juana’s world
cannot be understated; their vision set the stage on which her drama would
unfold."


 


In their personal dynamic, Ferdinand and Isabella were
partners in statecraft, complementing each other's abilities and sharing a
vision for Spain. Yet, this shared ambition, while uniting them, also sowed
seeds of future discord and vulnerability within the royal lineage, exemplified
in Juana's own struggles for power and recognition.


 


Understanding Ferdinand and Isabella, therefore,
requires appreciation of both their achievements and their faults. They were
architects of a new monarchy, one that secured their legacy intact; however,
this also entailed a rigid absolutism that inevitably contributed to the
challenges their heirs, particularly Juana, would face.


 


In dissecting the lives of Ferdinand and Isabella, one
gains a deeper insight into the complex web of power and expectation that
governed Juana's existence—an existence poised between the demands of legacy
and the realities of personal agency. Their relentless pursuit of unity set the
stage for a dynasty that, while powerful, bore deep-seated familial and
political tensions extending beyond their reign.


 











Childhood in the Royal Court



 


 


Born to one of the most illustrious royal families of
the late 15th century, Juana of Castile, known to history as Juana la Loca,
spent her childhood surrounded by the grandeur and responsibilities of the
Spanish court. Her early years were marked by the ceremonial pomp and intricate
protocols that defined the life of a Spanish infanta, or princess. As a child,
Juana was more than a mere spectator of the political theater; she was a player
in a finely tuned performance orchestrated by her parents, Queen Isabella I of
Castile and King Ferdinand II of Aragon.


 


The royal court of Castile and Aragon, following the
unification of these two significant realms through the marriage of Isabella
and Ferdinand, was a hub of power and cultural flourish. Juana grew up amidst
an environment charged with the energy of the Reconquista—her parents'
ambitious campaign to reclaim the Iberian Peninsula from Muslim rule,
culminating in the conquest of Granada in 1492. This victory not only completed
the reconquest but also marked the dawn of Spain as a main European power.


 


The atmosphere at the Castilian court was one of both
strict adherence to ceremony and progressive cultural exposure. As noted by
historian John Edwards, "The court was not only a political hub; it was a
crucible of cultural exchange, where arts and education blossomed alongside
political ideals" (Edwards, 1992). The young Juana was thus exposed to a
blend of governance and gallantry, tradition and transformation. She observed
how her parents wielded soft power through their patronage of the arts, while
firmly anchoring their rule with policies rooted in Catholic orthodoxy.


 


Her exposure to statecraft began early. Juana was
expected to absorb the intricate rituals and decorum befitting her noble birth,
understanding her role in reinforcing the regal image. Historian J.N. Hillgarth
emphasizes that "Juana, like her siblings, was groomed to embody the
monarchy's image—impeccable in poise, steeped in piety, fluent in courtly
conduct" (Hillgarth, 1971). The ceremonial garb she donned, the language
she spoke, and even the very manner in which she carried herself were reflections
of a deeply ingrained regal identity, crafted by her family to project power
and unity.


 


Despite the constraining protocols of court life,
Juana's childhood was not devoid of personal warmth and intellectual
stimulation. Her education was extensive by the standards of the time, with
tutors providing instruction in multiple languages, humanities, and music,
creating a richly woven tapestry of learning. She excelled particularly in
Latin and French, which were indispensable in the international diplomacy of
the era. Juana's penchant for music and poetry, as recorded in various court
annals, provided solace and a means of self-expression amidst the otherwise
highly regulated environment (Liss, 2004).


 


The royal palace was also a place of subtle intrigue
and political machinations, which Juana would have inevitably imbibed. Her
parents’ court was populated not just by Spanish nobles, but also by foreign
dignitaries and emissaries, lending Juana early acquaintance with the nuances
of international diplomacy. Each encounter, every courtly affair, was an
opportunity to learn the intricate dance of allegiance and power brokering that
defined European politics.


 


Juana's early years in such a setting offered both
privileges and pressures. To the outside world, the royal family epitomized
grandeur, yet the expectations to uphold the monarchic vision and negotiate
political relationships were unrelenting. The court was a world unto itself,
where each of Juana’s actions was imbued with significance, reflecting both her
personal destiny and the broader fate of the Spanish kingdom.


 


In conclusion, Juana's childhood at the royal court
was a formative period, providing her with the tools and experiences that would
shape her later life. The daily interactions with power, the exposure to
cultural and educational advancements, and the witnessing of significant
historical events like the completion of the Reconquista were seminal in
forging her understanding of her world. While her later life would see the
complexities of personal and political turmoil, the seeds of her tragic
narrative were sown in the corridors of this opulent court, setting the stage
for her eventual emergence as both a pivotal and misunderstood figure in
history.


 











Education and Early Influences



 


 


At the junction of the 15th and 16th centuries, Europe
was a continent teetering on the brink of modernity, poised to plunge into the
Renaissance—a period rife with intellectual rebirth and dynamic shifts. Juana
of Castile, later known as Juana la Loca, was born into this vibrant era on
November 6, 1479. From her earliest days, education played a pivotal role in
shaping her life, preparing her for both the promises and perils she would face
as a queen consort and later as a symbolic monarch in the throes of madness.
Understanding the education and early influences in Juana's life is crucial to
comprehending how this tragic figure navigated the tumultuous waters of her
existence.


 


The importance of education in Juana's upbringing
cannot be overstated. Her mother, Queen Isabella I of Castile, was an ardent
proponent of learning, renowned for her own scholarship and devotion to reform.
Isabella's reign was marked by a dedication to the intellectual renaissance
that swept across Europe, and she was determined to provide her children with
an education that echoed the liberal arts education advocated by humanists of
her time. As noted by renowned historian A.W. Lovemore, "The educational philosophy
adopted by Queen Isabella was one which favored the classics, mathematics, and
languages, aiming to cultivate well-rounded individuals capable of reason and
governance."


 


Juana's curriculum mirrored this philosophy, being
rigorously designed to endow her with a wide-ranging base of knowledge. It
encompassed subjects such as Latin, a key language of diplomacy and literature,
and the classical texts of antiquity, which were experiencing a revival among
the intellectual circles of the Renaissance. Moreover, she learned music, an
art that was both a form of personal expression and a strategic skill in the
nuanced world of court politics and diplomacy.


 


Instrumental also was the influence of Isabella's
confidante, Beatriz Galindo, known as "La Latina." Galindo, one of
the most learned women of the period, imbued Juana with a love for knowledge
and critical thought. She tutored Juana in philosophy, literature, and
rhetoric, emphasizing not just learning, but the application of knowledge—a
trait that would deeply resonate throughout Juana's life. As Fernandez de
Oviedo chronicles in his accounts, "Galindo's mentorship was rooted in the
principles of inquiry and veracity, thus imparting to Juana a legacy of
critical engagement."


 


Beyond the academic sphere, Juana's early influences
were infused with the religious and cultural fervor that characterized her
parents' reign. The Catholic Monarchs' quest for religious unity through the
Reconquista and the subsequent Spanish Inquisition loomed large over her
formative years. This atmosphere, as argued by scholar Margarita Contemeyor,
"Wove a complex tapestry of zeal and piety that infiltrated even the most
secular aspects of Juana's education."


 


While Juana was intellectually gifted and showed
promise in her studies, it is argued that the intense pressures of her
education and upbringing in a court imbued with political intrigue and
religious fervor contributed to the emotional and psychological challenges she
later faced. The convergence of expectation and reality created an environment
ripe for personal conflict, laying a foundation for what would later be
interpreted—accurately or not—as mental instability.


 


The early influences and education of Juana of Castile
thus served as double-edged swords; they not only equipped her for the high
demands of her station but also sowed the seeds for the internal struggles that
would characterize her life. Understanding this duality is essential for
appreciating the complexities of Juana’s personality, the perceived madness
that overshadowed her, and her enduring legacy as a misunderstood monarch. As
such, Juana's education was both a blessing and a burden—an emblem of the
intellectual and tumultuous world into which she was born.


 











Sibling Dynamics and Rivalries



 


 


Amidst the complex tapestry of the Castilian and
Aragonese thrones, the life of Juana la Loca, or Joanna the Mad, is interwoven
with the intricate dynamics of her immediate family, particularly among her
siblings. Born into the revered Catholic Monarchs' family, Joanna's early years
were marked by the presence and influence of siblings who themselves were
significant figures within the realms of European power. The dynamics and
rivalries among them played a crucial role in shaping not only Joanna’s future
but also the political landscape of Spain.


 


The children of Ferdinand II of Aragon and Isabella I
of Castile were destined for political marriages that would forge alliances and
strengthen their parents' hold over a newly unified Spain. Joanna, being the
third child, found herself sandwiched between powerful elder and younger
siblings, each with their own path and pressures.


 


Her eldest sibling, Isabella of Aragon, was initially
groomed for succession and played a pivotal role in early Spanish politics.
Isabella's marriage to Manuel I of Portugal highlighted the political strategy
of uniting Iberian kingdoms through calculated matrimonial alliances. This
union symbolized an alignment of forces against common adversaries, primarily
France. However, tragedy struck with Isabella's untimely death post-childbirth,
which not only destabilized these plans but also shifted heightened expectations
onto Joanna and her other siblings to uphold their family's dynastic ambitions.


 


Joanna’s brother, Juan, Prince of Asturias, being the
solitary male heir, was the focal point of their parents' hopes for the
dynasty's continuity. However, his early demise in 1497 left a gaping void in
the succession narrative, echoing through the court with ominous implications.
Joanna, unanticipatedly, found her own role elevated further in line to the
throne, thus altering the very nature of both her personal and political life.


 


Her younger siblings, María and Catherine, were not
immune to the geopolitical machinations that characterized the age. María
became Queen consort of Portugal, and Catherine's role carried significant
weight through her marriage to England's Prince Arthur, later Henry VIII,
becoming a subplot within the looming narrative of European Reformation.
Joanna’s relationship with Catherine was one of intrigue and affection, as
evidenced through their correspondences preserved over time, yet undeniably
strained by the burdens of strategic marriages their positions necessitated.


 


Amidst these dynamics, the prevailing perception of
Joanna began to evolve. Evidence suggests a sensitive child, overshadowed by
the relentless demands placed upon her elder siblings as heirs, could have
impacted Joanna's mental well-being.[1] Scholarly assessments such as those by
Bethany Aram in "Juana the Mad: Sovereignty and Dynasty in Renaissance
Europe" speak to the pressure cooker environment of court expectations and
its potential toll on Joanna's mental lucidity.[2]


 


Internally among the siblings, rivalries were less
pronounced than the alliances they had to forge externally. They were all
inexorably linked by the court's pressure and the ambitions of their infamous
parents. Joanna, despite later historical narratives labeling her as
"mad," shared a bond with her siblings that underscored the shared
burden of being pawns in a grander political game supervised by their mother
and father. Family letters and documented engagements reveal both the
tenderness and strained reliance among them.


 


This network of sibling dynamics was ultimately
disrupted and shaped by the stride of unforeseen events, notably the death of
Isabella and the growing shadow cast by their mother's rigid expectations.
Joanna, unprepared for the role thrust upon her, had her sanity questioned amid
increasing isolation.[3] As historian Nancy F. Marino has argued, the intricate
interplay of sibling roles, reliance, and rivalry deeply informed how Joanna
was perceived by contemporary observers[4], laying the groundwork for the shadowy
reputation that would accompany her through history as Juana la Loca.


 


The sibling dynamics that Joanna navigated were
profoundly emblematic of broader themes of succession, alliance, and familial
duty that imbued the Spanish monarchy. The narrative of her siblings is not
merely an ancillary context to her life story but a pivotal framework that
influenced her path as a reigning yet tragic figure.


 


●    
[1] Aram, Bethany. "Juana
the Mad: Sovereignty and Dynasty in Renaissance Europe." The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005.


●    
[2]
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●    
[3] Kamen, Henry. "Spain
1469-1714: A Society of Conflict." Routledge, 2014.


●    
[4] Marino, Nancy F. "The
Imagined Isabel: History, Legend, and the Commemoration of Isabel la
Católica." University
of Missouri, 2009.


 











The Role of Religion in Johannas Upbringing



 


 


The role of religion in the upbringing of Juana, often
referred to as Juana la Loca, is a pivotal aspect of understanding her early life
and the subsequent influences on her reign and personal struggles. Born into
the union of Ferdinand of Aragon and Isabella of Castile, Juana's life from
inception was steeped in the complex web of religious and political interplay
that defined late 15th century Spain. As heirs to a kingdom characterized by
the Reconquista and the culmination of centuries-long efforts to reclaim
Iberian territory from Muslim rule, the Catholic monarchs, as her parents were
known, infused their household with a fervent religiosity that set the tone for
Juana's formative years.


 


Religion, during Juana's upbringing, was not merely a
personal or familial practice but an instrument of statecraft and a cornerstone
of the identity that Isabella and Ferdinand sought to forge for their dynasty.
The Catholic Church was central to daily life and governance, influencing
policies, culture, and social structures. As royals, being devout Catholics
wasn't just a personal choice; it was a political necessity. Isabella, in
particular, keenly supported religious orthodoxy and administration, exemplified
by her endorsement of the Spanish Inquisition to enforce Catholic doctrine.
Scholar J.H. Elliott, in his examination of Spanish history, emphasizes the
role of Isabella as "a ruler for whom religious conviction was an impetus
to action and governance" (Elliott, 1963).


 


Juana's education in the royal court was interwoven
with religious lessons and practices. From a young age, she was tutored not
only in necessary courtly and linguistic skills but also in theological
doctrines. The intellectual environment cultivated by her mother sought to
produce "Not merely rulers but Catholic kings imbued with a deep sense of
earthly mission" (Kamen, 1997). This ambition extended to Juana, who,
despite varying historical accounts of her personal piety, was nonetheless deeply
embedded within a religious framework that shaped her worldview and ethics.


 


A key component of Juana's religious training was
through the practice of daily devotions and frequent participation in mass,
reflecting the intense piety that her mother, Queen Isabella, practiced and
promoted throughout the realm. The household chaplaincy, engaged to oversee the
religious upbringing of royal offspring, provided Juana with a disciplined
regimen that was as strict in its expectations as it was elevating in its
pursuits. The ecclesiastical atmosphere she was surrounded by left an indelible
mark on her, influencing her perceptions and responses to the political and
personal challenges she would face.


 


The broader landscape of religion in Spain also fed
into Juana's formative experience. The sweeping religious reforms that her
parents championed—including funding Christopher Columbus's expeditions with a
vision of spreading Catholicism—situated her upbringing within a grand
narrative of divine mandate and kingdom-building. These events were not distant
concepts but parts of the very air she breathed, targets of conversation at
court and guides to her future rule.
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