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Getting the Most Out of Elijah




You hear it almost every day: “Our world has changed.” The war on terrorism has shattered our sense of security. We live in a new day of terror alerts, metal detectors and suicide bombers.


Elijah shows us how to live in a threatening society—and not just in survival mode. He shows us how to live courageously and confidently. Fear may still overcome us at times. Elijah had his share of failures too. But Elijah will help us look beyond our fears and the insecurity of our world to a God who lives and reigns forever.


Our world has changed—and we are forced to change too. We have to live with the new realities of economic uncertainty and security threats. We let our children walk out the door to school never certain of what they might face in the course of the day. Our jobs, our retirement, our safety seem threatened by the next turn of events. In need of a role model we can turn to Elijah. We can watch the way he stands up in a shaking, uncertain world and allow him to show us the way to anchor our hopes to an unchanging, powerful God.


This intriguing Old Testament prophet will impress you as you work your way through these studies. But even more impressive is Elijah’s God—the same God who holds our world and our individual lives in his control today.




Suggestions for Individual Study


1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word.


2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.


3. Each study deals with a particular passage—so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to be studied. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.


4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.


Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.


5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names or places.


6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.


7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.









Suggestions for Members of a Group Study


1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.


2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.


3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses which are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in in-depth study on equal ground.


4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.


When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.


5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.


6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the study you will find ways that you can take action individually and/or as a group.


7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.


8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at the back of the guide.
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Obeying God in Times of Terror


1 Kings 16:29—17:4




Jesus painted a very realistic picture of what it would mean to follow him in the twenty-first century. “In this world,” he said, “you will have trouble” (John 16:33).


 


Jesus knew that we would live in troubled times. He knew that being his disciple would bring ridicule and opposition and even persecution. Jesus didn’t promise to change our circumstances; he promised to give us strength to face whatever the world throws our way. “Take heart!” he shouts to us in the post-9/11 world. “I have overcome the world!”


 


GROUP DISCUSSION. What recent news story or life experience made you feel insecure or threatened? Why?


 


PERSONAL REFLECTION. Who do you turn to first when you are afraid or feel insecure? Why do you think that is?






Elijah lived in a threatening world. Ahab, the king of Israel, had pushed God’s people deep into idolatry. He had married a foreign wife, Jezebel, and she had taken the lead in promoting Baal as the new god in Israel. The prophets of the Lord were hunted down and killed, while the prophets of Baal were supported at taxpayer expense. One faithful family in the backcountry of Gilead refused to cower in fear. They named their son Elijah, meaning “my God is the Lord”—not Baal, not Asherah his immoral consort, but Yahweh, the true God. Read 1 Kings 16:29—17:4.




1. Using specific phrases from 1 Kings 16:29-33, describe the progress of Baal worship in Israel under Ahab’s leadership.











2. If you had been a follower of God during Ahab’s reign, what pressures and temptations would you have felt?











3. We don’t read of any widespread protest against Baal worship from the population. What does that indicate about Israel’s attitude toward the change in spiritual loyalty?











4. Identify concessions or compromises in our nation today that some people may view as trivial but that you believe provoke God’s displeasure.











5. In his New Testament commentary on Elijah’s life, James says that Elijah prayed that it would not rain and it did not rain (James 5:17). What does Elijah’s announcement to Ahab (1 Kings 17:1) tell you about his confidence in God?











6. God had told his people hundreds of years earlier that, if they began to abandon him for false gods, he would withhold rain from the land (Deuteronomy 11:16-17). Why did Elijah have to pray for something God had already promised?
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