

[image: ]









OSKAR LAMBERT KÜRTEN PhD was born in Anleur, Belgium, in 1886. He lost his hearing during his student years, becoming almost completely deaf. Despite this, he held a senior position in the Berlin State Statistical Office for over 50 years. Kürten developed an interest in spiritual worldviews and had an inner experience that anthroposophy was his personal path. He lived for and out of anthroposophy, especially Rudolf Steiner’s Christ-impulse, penning the trilogy contained in The Mystery of the Christ. Kürten is also the author of Symphonies of Creation, The Primal Elementary Kingdoms in the Work of Rudolf Steiner (Temple Lodge 2018). He died in Berlin in 1973.








MYSTERY OF THE CHRIST


Aspects of Christology in the Work
of Rudolf Steiner


Oskar Kürten


Translated by Paul King


[image: ]









Temple Lodge Publishing Ltd.
Hillside House, The Square
Forest Row, RH18 5ES


www.templelodge.com


Published in English by Temple Lodge 2023


Originally published in German as three separate volumes: Der Sonnengeist Christus in der Darstellung Rudolf Steiners by Verlag die Pforte, Basel, 1967; Der Sohnesgott, der Logos und die Trinität by Verlag die Pforte, 1971 (3rd edition 1982); and Jesus von Nazareth, Der Menschensohn und der kosmische Christus by Verlag die Pforte, 1973 (2nd edition 1982)


© Oskar Kürten 1967, 1982


This translation © Temple Lodge Publishing 2023


This book is copyright under the Berne Convention. All rights reserved. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study, research, criticism or review, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, electrical, chemical, mechanical, optical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner. Inquiries should be addressed to the Publishers


The right of Oskar Kürten to be identified as the author of this work has been asserted in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act, 1988


A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library


ISBN 978 1 915776 09 9


Cover by Morgan Creative


Typeset by Symbiosys Technologies, Visakhapatnam, India


Printed and bound by 4Edge Ltd., Essex






Contents


Foreword by Paul King


Part One:
CHRIST THE SUN SPIRIT IN THE WORK OF RUDOLF STEINER


Introduction


1.The Enigma of Christ’s Appearance on Earth


2.The Logos and Christ


3.The Christ Archangel


4.Christ the High Sun Spirit


Christ as Cosmic-being


Christ and the Spirits of Wisdom


Christ and the Upper Gods


Christ as the Mystical Lamb


Christ among the Twelve Apostles


Christ as the Thirteenth among the Bodhisattvas


Christ as God of the Future


5.Christ in Jesus


6.Other Bearers of the Christ-Impulse


7.Jesus of Nazareth


8.Conclusion


Part Two:
THE SUN GOD, THE LOGOS AND THE TRINITY


Preface


1.Introduction


2.The Father-God Creation and the Son-God Creation


3.The Trinity and its Representatives in the Lower Worlds


4.The Primal Trinity and the Trinity of our World


5.Christ and the Holy Spirit


6.Conclusion


Part Three:
JESUS OF NAZARETH—A CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE MYSTERY OF JESUS


Preface


1.Introduction


2.The Jesus-soul as the Representative of the Primordial Soul of Humanity


3.The Preliminary Stages to the Mystery of Golgotha


4.The Rescue of the Human I through the Mystery of Golgotha


5.The Jesus-soul in Krishna


6.The Jesus-soul in the Mysteries


7.The Union of Buddha-forces with Jesus of Nazareth


8.The Earthly Life of Jesus of Nazareth


a.The Life of Jesus after the Union with the Zarathustra-I


b.The Life of Jesus after the Union with the Christ-I


9.The Resurrection


10.Christ Jesus


11.Dates Relating to the Life of Jesus


12.Conclusion


Addendum to Part Three:
THE SON OF MAN AND THE COSMIC CHRIST


1.The young man who fled at the arrest of Christ Jesus


2.Jesus of Nazareth as Son of Man


3.Christ as Son of Man


4.‘Son of Man’ as a Mystery Expression


5.The young man who fled as Cosmic Christ


Notes and References






Foreword


As he states in his introduction to Part One, Oskar Kürten wrote these works as study material for people already well-versed in the fundamentals of anthroposophy. Their contents were originally published by him in three slim volumes:




•Christ the Sun-spirit in the Work of Rudolf Steiner (Part One), first published in 1967;


•The Sun God, the Logos, and the Trinity (Part Two), published in 1971;


•Jesus of Nazareth—a contribution towards an understanding of the mystery of Jesus (Part Three), published in 1973 together with an addendum: The Son of Man and the Cosmic Christ (Addendum to Part Three).





Some of the books were last reprinted in the 1980s, but since then Kürten’s work on the theme of Christology seems largely to have faded from view. The books are out of print and not easy to get hold of second-hand. Considering the tremendous value they represent as an aid to our understanding of Steiner’s work, this seems a sad state of affairs. We are therefore glad to be able to publish them in a combined single volume in their first English translation.


Steiner’s references to Christ and Jesus—often surprising and sometimes truly wonderful—are widely dispersed throughout his many writings and lectures. Kürten has attempted to draw these together as far as possible and to work them into a mutually reconcilable, comprehensible and cohesive whole which, he hopes, will serve as a stimulus to others in their own discoveries. We are invited to accompany him, as it were, on the journey as he attempts to comprehend—as far as is possible for a subject vaster than the world itself—something of these great mysteries. As he is a master traveller, it may well be worthwhile to tread some of the way in his footsteps.


The author’s interpolations in the text are shown in square brackets [like this]. The translator’s interpolations are shown in curly brackets {like this}.


Paul King


January 2023








Part One


CHRIST THE SUN SPIRIT IN THE WORK OF RUDOLF STEINER








Introduction


The attempt in this book to make a contribution towards an understanding of Rudolf Steiner’s Christology, is addressed to people who are already well acquainted with anthroposophy in its essentials, and who are prepared—not through belief in authority, but through insight—to take seriously what Rudolf Steiner has made known to us based on his spiritual vision. For they see his statements increasingly confirmed in all areas of life and thus gain confidence in such results of his spiritual research which, like those in this book, still remain closed to their own experience. In addition, an impartial examination of these statements of supersensory findings, by the sense of truth that each person has at their disposal, shows that they contradict neither reason nor the kernel of wisdom in all religions.


To be sure, Rudolf Steiner’s statements concerning Christ the Sun-spirit vary considerably in both nature and scope. Some of these are restricted to just brief indications. Thus all that can be attempted here is to collect these together into a provisional overview according to certain methodical perspectives, with no claim to being exhaustive.


What results from such an overview of Christ the Sun-spirit may at first glance surprise many readers. Yet humanity is always advancing in its intellectual and spiritual culture, and each step poses higher demands on our capacity to understand. Thus we will likewise have to exert ourselves to understand what Rudolf Steiner has given humankind as the first elements for a new comprehension of the unimaginably vast enigma of Christ’s appearance on Earth.


Since with the intricate questions dealt with in this book, Steiner’s exact wording is consistently important, use has been made in the main of direct quotations. For, as he repeatedly stressed, Steiner was constantly endeavouring to find the most exact form of expression possible for the spiritual facts he was describing, and considered this an essential part of what he presented. Thus it would be inappropriate to change his wording and turn of phrase, particularly with such spirit-vision reports that touch and hint at things that will only really be unveiled in the future.


It is never optimal to take quotations in isolation and out of context. Steiner’s writings and lectures are produced out of the spirit, and each one constitutes a living thought-organism in itself in which every detail must be understood through its place within the whole. And yet dissecting things in this manner is unavoidable if we want to create an overview of what the spiritual researcher has said about the complex of questions relating to a particular subject. With the feeling we have gained from this overview, we must put the selected indications back into their original context. They then appear in a new light.


This book is only intended to give certain pointers. It thus refrains from pursuing further the many intertwining strands that emerge in the course of the work. This may be left to the understanding reader who, in penetrating more deeply into the inexhaustible spiritual material given to us by Rudolf Steiner, will again and again find surprisingly new insights into the mysterious interconnections in which Christ’s entry into Earth-existence and the Mystery of Golgotha are placed.


Dr Oskar Kürten


Berlin, Chrismas 1966






1. The Enigma of Christ’s Appearance on Earth


At the core of all Steiner’s spiritual-scientific work is his endeavour to convey to humankind a new understanding of the Christ and Christ’s significance for the evolution of the Earth and humanity. For, as he repeatedly stressed, the times in which it was sufficient for the human soul to have a feeling-relationship to Christ, are over. From now onwards it will become increasingly necessary to recognize and understand Christ as a cosmic being, as the Sun-spirit.


Thus Rudolf Steiner too in his writing and lectures spoke countless times about Christ the Sun Spirit, describing him from a great variety of perspectives. However, he did this in such different ways that it is not always easy, without further work, to bring his statements into agreement. To be sure, he mentions again and again that the mystery of Christ and his uniting of himself with humanity is so all-encompassing and vast that the entire evolution of the Earth would not suffice to fathom this mystery in all its depths.




No wisdom in the world is sufficient really to understand what happened for humanity’s sake—and fundamentally for the whole world—at the beginning of our time reckoning in Palestine.1


Higher faculties will arise in mankind, and with each new faculty we will regard Christ in a new light.2





Thus we cannot expect to get even a reasonably exhaustive answer to the question of who Christ is. Rather, we must always be aware that with our present comprehension we can touch on the mystery of this exulted being only very much from afar, and that the entry of Christ into Earth-existence stills holds endless riddles that only a far-distant future can hope to solve.


Nevertheless we should try with all due care and reverence to find our way at least through what Steiner as the result of his spiritual vision has made known to us about the appearance of Christ. Indeed he himself often urges us to take what he presents as individual indications in his lectures, and put them together, thus attaining an increasingly comprehensive overview.3 When, in what follows, an attempt is made at such an overview with regard to Christ the Sun Spirit, the connections cited should in no way be regarded as definitive but as a stimulus to further contemplation of the Christ mystery which, in its sacred depths, cannot be encompassed in human words in any case.






2. The Logos and Christ


The beginning of St John’s Gospel speaks as follows of the Spirit-being which, as Christ, accomplished the Mystery of Golgotha:




In the beginning was the Word,


and the Word was with God,


and a God was the Word. …







And the Word became flesh


and dwelt amongst us,


and we heard his teachings,


the teachings of the one Son of the Father,


filled with devotion and truth.


[Translation by Rudolf Steiner]





In the same vein, Steiner also speaks of Christ as the Word, the Logos, the Son-god, the eternal creative cosmic Word:




What was living as the deepest being in Jesus of Nazareth was none other than that by which all other beings around us have arisen—the living Spirit, the living Word, the Logos itself.4


What is Christ in His true stature? The divine creative Word which descended to Earth at the Baptism by John,...the Word became flesh.5





Thus Christ as depicted by Steiner is undoubtedly the Logos which, through the Mystery of Golgotha, united its being with the evolution of the Earth and of humanity. As the Creed of the Christian Community says, ‘Since that time he is the Lord of the heavenly forces upon Earth and lives as the fulfiller of the fatherly deeds of the ground of the world.’


In many lectures however, Steiner does not speak of Christ as the Logos, but designates him as a hierarchical being, or speaks of him in a way that is not applicable to the Logos as the second principle of the divine Trinity. This is understandable if we consider that a divine being of the highest order such as the Logos, whose energy extends over all the worlds and lives in every created thing, cannot incarnate directly into a human body, but requires mediating and intermediary links for the purpose. Thus we can imagine that other higher beings serve as bearers of the Logos, through which it manifests itself and operates. The spiritual researcher can direct his gaze either to the Logos itself or to one of the beings serving the Logos in its working as Christ. Thus Steiner also speaks of beings who participated in the Mystery of Golgotha as servers and helpers of Christ:




We are permeated by the fact that since the Mystery of Golgotha intervened in the events on Earth, those impulses, those forces and beings which went through the Mystery of Golgotha, have intervened in everything that happens in human evolution on Earth. … In all decisive events, in everything that is significant and important in what has come to pass, the Christ-impulse is operating in it through those who serve him, those who are his spiritual helpers.6


Who are the beings who serve this Christ being? They did not all make the same sacrifice; they did not all descend to Earth and undergo death. Beings, beginning with the hierarchy of angeloi and reaching up to the higher hierarchies, serve Christ who has united himself with Earth evolution.7





These statements point to the fact that apart from the Christ-being who underwent death on Golgotha, other divine-spiritual beings also participated in the event on Golgotha. What is confusing here is simply that many of these servers and helpers are also designated with the name of Christ. This can naturally easily lead to misunderstandings.


To begin with, one must keep separate the person of the man Jesus of Nazareth and the divine being of Christ who united himself with the bodily nature of Jesus at the Baptism by John in the Jordan, and lived thenceforth until his death on Golgotha as the divine I in this human Jesus. Christ Jesus is Christ in Jesus.


Furthermore, it is evident from Steiner’s statements that he makes a clear distinction between the Logos and the Christ. In Steiner’s Letters to the Members for example, he speaks about the ‘Logos, who lived as Christ among people on Earth,’8 or when he says, ‘The Word, the Logos, which appeared in Christ.’9 One needs to recognize ‘the significance, what is actually meant, when Christ is spoken of as the Word, with which he had fully identified himself, through which he operated, through which he performed his healings and the driving out of demons.’10 Elsewhere Steiner says that Christ Jesus stood in relationship to the Father-principle of the universe and to what weaves and moves as Spirit through the world, just as he did to ‘what one is accustomed to call the Son-principle’.11 So here too a distinction is made between Christ Jesus and the Son-principle, the Logos. This is even more evident in the following:




The Logos is initially also only seeming. Only by Christ consolidating it, by concentrating, as it were, this seeming in his own being, was the seeming Logos born as real Logos on Earth through the Mystery of Golgotha.12





On another occasion Steiner draws attention to three divine beings that are spoken of in the Gospels as Christ:




Mark...describes the Sun Aura, the Great Aura, the Light-body, the spiritual light that operates through cosmic space and which works into the figure of Christ Jesus. Thus he begins immediately with the Baptism where the Light of the World descends. And in the Gospel of John, what is depicted is the soul of this Sun-spirit, the Logos, the Solar Word, the inner aspect. This is why John’s Gospel is the most inward of the Gospels.13





This statement is an important key to understanding the phenomena connected with Christ. A distinction is made here between Christ Jesus—i.e. Christ in Jesus—and the Sun Aura, the Light of the World that worked in Christ Jesus; and further, between this and the inner aspect, the soul of this Sun-spirit: the Logos, the Solar Word. The appearance of Christ in Jesus thus shows itself to be the working together of different kinds of beings.






3. The Christ Archangel


Who in the first instance is this Christ who lived in Jesus of Nazareth, and into whom worked the other two divine beings, the Sun-spirit and the Logos? This question leads us to an archangelic being. Steiner refers to one such being as the Christ, in the lecture cycle The Theosophy of the Rosicrucians. He describes there how on Old Sun certain beings underwent their human stage. They are called Sun- or Fire-spirits.




These Sun-Fire spirits already had I-consciousness. Since then they have evolved further and attained to higher levels of consciousness. In Christian esotericism they are called archangels. And the most highly evolved Fire-spirit on {Old} Sun, who is still active on Earth with a most highly developed consciousness, this Sun- or Fire-spirit is Christ. … Thus in Christian esotericism a Sun-Fire spirit—and in fact the highest one, the regent of these sun-beings—was embodied in the fleshly body of Christ Jesus. … Thus what we have on {Old} Sun is a body of the Sun planet, I-spirits that are Fire-spirits, and a regent of this Sun, the most highly evolved {Fire-spirit}, the Christ.14





Later in the same lecture this archangel is designated once more as ‘the highest regent, the highest god of the Sun, the Sun-god’. Likewise in the following lecture we read: ‘The Spirits of Fire had Christ as their leader on {Old} Sun, the Logos in the sense of John’s Gospel.’ And in the fourteenth lecture of the same cycle, Steiner again refers to this Christ-archangel-being when he describes the path of Christian initiation:




We must carry in us at least the possibility of believing that this highest individuality, this leader of the Fire-spirits in the Sun period, was physically embodied as Jesus of Nazareth. … In other words, the same Spirit who was the ruler of the Fire-spirits, who was connected with the transformation of the Earth, and whom we also call the Spirit of the Earth, really lived amongst us in a bodily sheath of flesh; he was really in a physical body.





What is meant by these Fire-spirits of the Sun period is not the Spirits of Form as one might suppose, who underwent their evolution as archangels on {Old} Sun, but the spirit-beings who are presently at their archangelic stage, having been at their human stage, the stage of I-development, during the Sun-existence. This is also expressly stated in another lecture in which the leader of these Fire-spirits is likewise called Christ:




Many a word in the Gospel of John can only become intelligible to you if you look at it from this point of view. One need only draw attention to one thing: if you take literally the statement ‘I am the Light of the World’, what is indicated by this is that he is the great Sun-Hero, that he has as his being the light that belongs to the sun. We call the whole host of spirits who have Christ as their leader, the Fire-Spirits, and we say: During the Sun-existence…the Fire-spirits were at their human stage, whose highest representative we call the Logos or Word. Hence Christ himself is designated as the Word that was in the beginning.15





In another lecture this Christ Archangel who united himself with the bodily sheaths of Jesus of Nazareth, is again called the Word:




What entered into the physical body, etheric body, and astral body of Jesus of Nazareth, was this Fire-spirit, … was Christ, … called by John the divine creative Word. This Fire-spirit is the divine creative Word.16





It goes without saying that this designation of the most highly evolved Fire-spirit of Old Sun as Logos or Word, can only be meant in a figurative sense since the Logos as the second principle of the Trinity is not an archangel. This leader of the archangels appears here as the bearer, the representative, of the Logos. Why this is the case we will see shortly.


Thus, what was ‘physically embodied’ in the ‘fleshly body’ of Jesus of Nazareth was the most highly evolved spirit of the hierarchy of archangels. In other words, he lived with his divine I as a human being in the physical body of Jesus, permeated this physical body with his soul, and worked through it in a human way. He was thus able to serve the Logos as bearer and mediator. The fact that the Christ Archangel had worked through a physical human body is of particular significance:




What he [Christ] expressed and gave to the world during the three years, he gave through the physical body. The other initiates of humanity gave what they had to give through their superphysical bodies. In Christ we have the only individual who gave everything he did give, everything he spoke, everything that went out from him into human evolution, through the physical body and not through the higher bodies.17





If this leader of the Fire-spirits during the Old-Sun period is called the Regent of the Sun, we must surely understand this in the same sense as the human being, according to the original intentions of the progressive gods, was destined to become the regent of the Earth. Accordingly, this is how we would have designated the most highly evolved human individuals. ‘For it is actually because man has fallen that there is no actual regent of the Earth.’18


During the Hyperborean age of Earth evolution it was also the archangels under the leadership of the Christ Archangel who withdrew the sun from the Earth.




It was through a deed of the Fire-spirits that the sun had to be raised away from the Earth and made into their arena. … Only beings who are already two levels higher than the human being can tolerate the sort of existence that is sun-existence.19


The leader of these sun-beings is indeed Christ, and he is the one who, as the leader of the sun-beings, leaves with the sun when it separates from the Earth.20





*


As an archangel, Christ could call himself ‘the Light of the World’ because ever since Old Sun, archangels have had a special relationship to light.




[On Old Sun] you would have met archangels in bodies woven of gas, fire, and light. Through light they lived a life directed outwards, they streamed out glowing energy into cosmic space. … Everything that is self-illuminating in our cosmic space also sends out in its light the life of spiritual messengers: archangeloi. … In a certain respect they already evolved on Old Sun to a point where they could give light to cosmic space.21





Why the archangels are called bestowers of light is shown in the lecture cycle Die Evolution vom Gesichtspunkt des Wahrhaftigen (Evolution from the aspect of truth), in which certain processes on Old Sun are described. Just as the Thrones, on Old Saturn, had bestowed their will-substance for the creation of the world, so on Old Sun the Spirits of Wisdom sacrificed their being’s substance. They too ‘bestowed their own being on their surroundings’. ‘These spirits have as their chief characteristic the virtue of giving, or working grace. … They are the great bestowers, the great givers of the universe.’22




We have to think of a centre from which issues what comes from the Spirits of Wisdom. This is radiated out on all sides, is ‘caught’ by the archangels and radiated back. What radiates out into cosmic space is the gift of the Spirits of Wisdom. And what sends back the radiations of the Spirits of Wisdom, is light; thus the archangels are at the same time the creators of light. Light is hardly at all what it seems to be for us in external illusion; rather, where light arises we have the radiated-back gifts of the Spirits of Wisdom. And the beings that we must assume everywhere behind light, are the archangels. Thus we have to say: wherever we meet a light, there is an archangel hidden behind it.22





Thus the archangels are the creators and bearers of the light that floods through cosmic space and appears for us as physical light. The connection is then indicated in this lecture between Christ and these processes:




And now we can see how out of this milieu there is born what appeared on Earth as the Christ-being. And we will only understand what was brought to the Earth by the Christ-being when we acquire the concept of the virtue of giving, the virtue of working grace, and its raying back in the light of the universe, in the inner substance of the sun-nature that is permeated and illuminated through and through by this light.22





This grace-working virtue of the Spirits of Wisdom, as revealed in its raying-back in the light of the universe, was living in the Christ Archangel at his descent to Earth. Thus he could say, ‘I am the Light of the World!’ Words such as these can naturally also be understood in other ways. Thus, according to Steiner, external sunlight is also the purest physical revelation of the Logos.


The archangels’ close relationship to fire, to warmth, is already expressed in their name: Fire-spirits. Through this relationship of the Christ Archangel to warmth, it was also possible for him to work directly into people’s blood-warmth, and through this blood-warmth on their I.




Recall how on previous occasions I described that higher beings descended and ensouled the human physical body, etheric body, and astral body. Now an individual appeared who received into himself the highest being connected with our Sun-existence, and which worked inspiritively right into the I. The I finds its expression in the blood. Just as blood, as a material substance, is the expression of the I, so blood-warmth, blood-fire—a remnant, so to speak, retained from the fire of Old Saturn—is the expression of the I in the elements. This being had to express itself in a twofold way: firstly, in fire. It proclaimed itself to Moses in fire, in the burning bush and in lightning on Mount Sinai. … It prepared its coming and then appeared in a blood-bearing body, in Jesus of Nazareth. … This being that penetrated as far as the I was of a different kind from the other beings who had previously descended to Earth and ensouled the physical body, etheric body, and astral body.23


And just as on Old Sun the archangels lived in bodies of air, so they have a relationship to air in our present Earth-existence in so far as they have their physical bodily nature, so to speak, in air.24


These beings need our Earth in a certain respect. The angels need the waters, the archangels need the air, and the Spirits of Personality need fire. … The beings we call the archangels live in what we know as the air element, and especially in our air. And it is in no way a fairy tale or mere legend when we see the bodily manifestation of these spiritual realms in the flowing air, in the blustering storm.25





Thus we can regard the archangels—who passed through their human stage on Old Sun and are closely connected with the sun elements of warmth, air, and light—as the actual sun-beings.


*


But why is this leader of the archangelic beings on Old Sun called the Logos, the Word? On Old Sun there was a being, called Christ by Rudolf Steiner, that developed to a particularly high level so that it could become one with the divine Cosmic Word directly. There is a vivid description of this process in the cycle Der Mensch im Lichte von Okkultismus, Theosophie und Philosophie (Man in the light of occultism, theosophy, and philosophy). We read there that during this Sun period, Christ, in contrast to Lucifer:




is a picture of total devotion to everything in the surroundings of the wide world, … is devoted to everything around him in the wide universe. The universe was not how it is today. If we were to put ourselves on the sun today, looking out radially we would see first of all the constellations of the zodiac. At that time these were not present as such in external visibility. Instead there were twelve figures, twelve beings who, since external space was not yet filled with light, sounded out their words from the depths of darkness. Of what nature were these words? Well, these were words—and the word word itself is once again just a surrogate to indicate what we are talking about—these were words that proclaimed ancient times, ancient already at that time. These were the twelve World Initiators. Today the twelve constellations of the zodiac are located in the direction of these twelve World Initiators, and from {these directions} there sounds out to the soul that is open to the whole cosmos, the original nature of the unutterable Cosmic Word that was formed by the twelve voices. …


Christ gave himself up completely to the impression of this Cosmic Word of an unutterable nature, and absorbed it entirely into himself. This Christ-soul was now the unifying being of the great cosmic mysteries sounding out through the unutterable Word. … During the Sun period, Christ had taken into himself the Cosmic Word. And the quality of this Cosmic Word was such that, in the soul that absorbed it, it ignited itself to renewed light, so that from the Old-Sun period onwards the Cosmic Word in Christ became light.


The Christ-spirit, the Sun-spirit, moved onwards and became a forward-evolving spirit that was finally able to appear on Earth in the figure described so many times. Through his devotion to the universe, through his absorption of the divine-creative Word, by his identifying himself with the divine-creative unutterable Word, and by replacing any kind of pride with devotion to the Cosmic Word: from being a ruler of a planet, which he was on Old Sun, Christ became the ruler of the other planets.26





Thus this Sun-spirit—by becoming one with the Cosmic Word, the Logos, and by being its bearer and representative—can itself be called the Logos or Word and the highest god of the sun. Through his uniting with the Logos, he became the guiding Spirit of our whole solar system. But the uniting of the Cosmic Word with the leading Sun-spirit as described above is at the same time a process for the Logos signifying the connecting of its being with Old Sun as a preparation for its later descent to Earth. The Cosmic Word became Sun-word!


To be sure, Christ is not expressly called an archangelic being in this lecture. However, we must assume that we are dealing here with the same being which, in other lectures, Steiner calls the Sun-spirit, the ruler of the sun, and the highest god of the sun. In addition—and this is the decisive point—no other individual being of the higher hierarchies is so pointedly called the Logos or Word by Steiner than this Sun-Fire-Spirit, the leader of the archangels on Old Sun.


In another lecture in the same cycle, Steiner says of the Christ-being that it ‘was prepared to make the great sacrifice, within a human body, of using only specifically human forces, and bringing to expression through specifically human forces its whole connection with the divine’.27 Since with this Christ he certainly has in mind here the same being about which in the following lecture he says that it has become one with the Cosmic Word, this also suggests that he is speaking here about the Christ Archangel who was physically embodied in the fleshly sheath of Jesus of Nazareth.


Thus, from the Old-Sun period onwards, the Logos lived and worked directly in the Sun-Fire-Spirit that later appeared on Earth as Christ, by filling this archangel as the archangel’s higher being. Steiner refers on many occasions to this connection of Christ with Old Sun:




We know that the Christ-being can be understood when we trace the evolution of our {solar} system back to the Old-Sun period. On various occasions attention has been drawn…to the fact that Old Sun was particularly important for the evolution of this exulted spiritual being.28


We can go as far as the sphere of Saturn, and what we have within this sphere is what has taken shape in the cosmos from the Old-Moon period to the Earth period. But if we take the Christ-impulse, it does not belong to what has taken shape during this time in the cosmos but to what was already a part of Old Sun. … What approaches us in the Christ-impulse comes over from Old Sun.29





*


Another connection between the appearance of Christ on Earth and the hierarchy of archangels is evident in the following. As Rudolf Steiner depicted on many occasions, the Christ-impulse had to flow into human evolution in the period in which the human I began to awaken to itself in the intellectual or mind-soul. We read:




that the Christ-being could not incarnate in a human being on Earth, could not have a place in this human being, before the intellectual soul was completely born.30


[Christ] appeared during the Graeco-Roman period in which the intellectual soul was developed. … The human being had to push through in a normal way to the point of the intellectual soul, only then could the Christ-impulse exert an influence on him.31





In an individual human life between birth and death, the human members-of-being are released from their womb-like maternal envelopes in seven-year intervals. Thus the intellectual soul is released from its soul-like maternal sheath at around the 28th year of age, and can then unfold its development freely. The person of Jesus of Nazareth was permeated by the Christ-being at approximately this age, namely at the age of 30.




It is no coincidence that the Mystery of Golgotha falls precisely within this period for Christ Jesus, between his 28th and 35th year. For one who sees into these connections, the reason is self-evident. It had to occur precisely in the period corresponding with the development of the intellectual soul.32





But the human intellectual soul has a particularly close connection with the hierarchy of archangels. The intellectual soul is a kind of intermediary stage, a pale prefiguring of what will later be life-spirit, the spiritualized etheric body. We can therefore regard the intellectual soul in a certain sense as a portion of the etheric body in the process of transformation into life-spirit. The archangels too experience themselves at present in the transformation at a higher stage of their etheric body into life-spirit. This results in an intimate relationship between archangels and human etheric bodies in which the archangels work as the folk-spirit of nations and as the geniuses of language, among other things. Indeed, human etheric bodies are even described as a kind of ‘protrusion’ from the archangelic realm. The archangels ‘send, as it were, a part of their being into the human realm and thereby constitute a person’s etheric body for the duration of their life’.33


This special relationship of the archangelic hierarchy to the human etheric body sheds a significant light too on the descent of the Christ-being into the etheric body of Jesus of Nazareth. Thus Steiner speaks of ‘the divine creative Word…that descended initially into a human etheric body at the Baptism.’5 Of course, the Christ-being did not only descend and enter into Jesus’ etheric body, but also into his other members-of-being. If the entry into the etheric body is highlighted here, it is evidently done to point to the special connection of Christ with this human member-of-being. The connection arises from the fact that what enters Jesus is an archangelic being in the process of transforming its etheric body to life-spirit, or rather had already completed this process for itself.




As that being whom we have described as Jesus of Nazareth left his physical body at the moment of the Baptism by John, …the Christ-being descended into the etheric body of this individuality. … What is the lowest {member-of-being} in this Christ-being? The lowest from the bottom upwards is the etheric body. This means: when the time comes {in the future} in which the human being has transformed his whole astral body through spirit-self and will be working on his etheric body, he will then be working in this etheric body in an element in which Christ had already previously worked.2


The first person to possess an etheric body that was completely permeated by life-spirit was Christ Jesus.34





All these connections suggest once more that what was living in Christ Jesus was an archangelic being.


The designation of Christ as a Sun-hero also leads to the conclusion that we are dealing here with an archangel. In the ancient Persian mysteries, a person in whom the energy of life-spirit had been awakened through initiation, was referred to as a Sun-hero. In Christian esotericism, an initiate at this stage was called Son or Word.




People considered that there was no longer living in him {just} one single individual human soul but that something had opened up in such a person of the universal Soul that suffuses the whole universe. In Greece, this universal Soul that suffuses the whole universe was called Chrestos, and it is known by the exulted sages of the Orient as Buddhi.35





In human beings the power of life-spirit can only be awakened through initiation. The archangels by contrast are evolving life-spirit in all reality as their own higher member-of-being. An archangel is a real Sun-hero, whereas initiates are only the human representative of one. So when Christ is called ‘the great Sun-hero’,15 this also points to an archangel being.


*


In one of his karma lectures36 given in London, Steiner says that Christ, in his descent from the sun to the Earth, left his highest member-of-being, his spirit-man, behind on the sun, and his life-spirit in the surroundings of the Earth, and brought only his I with his spirit-self to the Earth. This departure of Christ from the sun is a process that is the polar opposite of the human being’s departure from the Earth at death. Christ died cosmically from the sun to the Earth. Just as the human being at death leaves his physical body behind on the Earth, so Christ left behind on the sun his higher member-of-being that corresponds to the physical body—spirit-man. The human being, soon after death, then gives up his etheric body to the cosmic ether; Christ gave up his corresponding higher member—his life-spirit—to the earthly ether in the surroundings of the Earth. And just as the human being finally enters the spiritual world, or Devachan, with his I and astral body, so Christ entered the earthly sphere with his I and transformed astral body, his spirit-self. This again points to an archangelic being that was the bearer of the Logos, since if we wished to assume the presence of members-of-being in the Logos, we should have to think of these as being far above spirit-man.


In another lecture Steiner says that, as a cosmic spirit-self, Christ was connected with Jesus’ consciousness-soul.37 In his states of seership, Zarathustra had already recognized that the leader of the sun-beings would only be able to descend to the Earth when he could live in the astral body of a human individual. ‘For this, a human being had to appear who had transformed his astral body back to the stage it would have attained at a certain other period [in the middle of the Atlantean age] if Lucifer had not intervened.’ (Occult Science) The consciousness-soul is the highest of the three facets of soul the human being had hitherto developed unconsciously in his astral body. By working consciously from now on, through his I, on the purification and transformation of his astral body, the human being develops spirit-self in a preparatory way within the consciousness-soul as his first, higher, spiritual member.38 The Zarathustra-I had lived in the sheaths of the Nathan Jesus from his 12th to his 30th year, and had raised these sheaths to such a level of perfection that the consciousness-soul of this Nathan Jesus was capable of receiving a spirit-self. (More about this in Chapter 7.) And indeed it was the cosmic spirit-self of Christ that now connected with the consciousness-soul of Jesus. Thus was enacted the union, which is otherwise so difficult to understand, of the spirit-nature of a divine-spiritual being with the human nature of Jesus of Nazareth. This, however, could only happen through a higher spirit-being which, like the Christ Archangel, possessed spirit-self as one of its own members-of-being.


*


That an archangel-being had served the Logos as bearer and mediator in its appearance on Earth, can also finally be deduced from the words of the Apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians (Eph.1:20-21), where he points to a kind of elevation in rank of Christ after his resurrection:




The Father God raised Christ to be ruler over all Primal Forces, all Revealers, all World Forces, and all World Guides. [Translation by E Bock.]*





Primal Forces are the archai or Spirits of Personality, the hierarchy immediately above the archangels. Revealers are the Spirits of Form, the Elohim; World Forces are the Spirits of Movement, and World Guides are the Spirits of Wisdom. Paul’s words cannot be referring to the Logos since this is above all the hierarchies. So he can only be referring to the Christ. If Christ is now raised above the archai, he must previously have belonged to the hierarchy immediately below this, to the hierarchy of archangels. And he is raised above the World Guides, and therefore to a being of the realm of the Thrones. Thus Paul was aware of this mystery of the archangelic being in Christ Jesus.


Undergoing the Mystery of Golgotha therefore signified a stupendous advance for the Christ Archangel into a higher cosmic region, which is evidence of the significance that accrued to this being in connection with the event on Golgotha. Steiner too indicates such an ascent for Christ: ‘Taking on human form was an advancement for Christ.’39




We have previously described what Christ as a divine being did in the body of Jesus of Nazareth, in its effect and in its fruits for humanity. But now we can ask ourselves: Did Christ experience anything in himself by this, which led him to a higher level? Yes, he did. Even divine-spiritual beings undergo experiences that lead them to higher levels. But what he experienced, his rise into a world still higher than the one he was previously in, was shown to those who were his companions on Earth as his Ascension into the heavens.40





The imagination of Christ’s Ascension is thus indicated as the ascent of the Christ Archangel into a higher region of cosmic existence.


*


It was therefore an archangelic being that served the Logos as bearer and mediator in its appearance on Earth, and lived for three years as Christ in human form on Earth in Jesus of Nazareth. In his lectures, Steiner speaks on many occasions about this archangel-being, also when this is not immediately so apparent. He has this spirit-being in mind particularly when he describes Christ as a single hierarchical being, but without indicating more definitely the nature of the hierarchy in question. And when he draws attention to the significance of the Old-Sun period for the development of Christ, this also in many instances relates to this archangelic being.


The Christ Archangel had been preparing since the Old-Sun period for his mission by giving himself up entirely to the Logos and receiving it into himself as his higher being. And when the Logos itself prepared to descend to Earth, the Christ Archangel, through its manifold connections to the human nature of Jesus of Nazareth, could serve it as mediator by uniting physically and bodily with Jesus at the Baptism in the Jordan, thus offering the Logos the possibility of entering with its being into earthly and human life.


And ever since the Mystery of Golgotha, this archangel-being has remained a bearer of the Logos and therefore also of the Christ-impulse, for, as mentioned, it is said of him, the leader of the solar Fire-spirits, that he ‘is still active on Earth with a most highly developed consciousness’, that ‘today the Earth is his body just as previously the sun was his body’, so that ‘we can call him the Spirit of the Earth’.14 Thus this archangelic being who, according to the Apostle Paul, now numbers among the Thrones, is even at the present time still the divine being through which the Logos lives and works directly into the development of the Earth and humanity.





* Translator’s footnote: The equivalent translation in English by Jon Madsen reads: ‘(The divine Father) raised him … above all Spirits of Might and all Creating Spirits, above all World-Powers, even the World Guides.’ The words for these levels of being used by Paul in the Greek are: arche, exousia, dynamis, and kyriotes.






4. Christ the High Sun Spirit


Christ as Cosmic-being


According to Steiner’s statements cited previously concerning the Gospels of St Mark and St John,13 what was working in Christ Jesus—in other words, in the Christ Archangel in Jesus of Nazareth—was not only the Logos, the Cosmic or Solar Word, but also another exulted spirit-being that is called the Sun Spirit, the Sun Aura, the Great Aura, the Light-body (of the Logos), the Light of the World, and the spiritual Light working through cosmic space. The nature of the designations for this being already suggest that we must surely be dealing here with a particularly exulted manifestation from the world of divine-spiritual beings.


This ‘Christ the High Sun Spirit’—as we may call this being and as Steiner too often refers to it in contrast to the other Sun-spirit, the Christ Archangel—bears the Logos within it as its inner being, is one with it and brings it to manifestation.




And so Persian legend, when it speaks of the astral body of the sun, speaks of Ahura Mazda. But it also speaks of the Sun Word, which in Greek translation was then called the Logos… Just as something of a soul nature can express itself in sound, so the Sun Word, the Sun Logos does so by means of the Sun Aura. And Zarathustra could promise humanity that the Great Aura, the Being of Light, would one day come from the divine-spiritual spheres, and that the soul of this Being of Light would be the Sun Word.13


So Zarathustra said: ‘Lift up your eyes to Ahura Mazda. You see how he reveals himself in the physical garment of light and warmth. But behind this is the divine creative Word.’ … This is why in Zarathustra’s teachings we come across the curious statement that Zarathustra was initiated in order to perceive his Ahura Mazda in the light—but also the divine creative Word, Honover, that was to descend to the Earth.5





The High Sun Spirit is the being called Vishva Karman by the ancient Indian rishis, Ahura Mazda by Zarathustra, and Osiris by the Egyptians. He is the spirit that manifests in spiritual sunlight, and sent his forces from the sun into Earth-existence until he himself entered earthly life at the Baptism by St John in the Jordan when, as Christ, he took possession of the physical, etheric, and astral body of Jesus of Nazareth. When Buddha appeared at the birth of the Nathan Jesus child ‘in his {Buddha’s} nirmanakaya, it was his task to bring the Nathan Jesus to sufficient maturity to receive Vishva Karman, the Christ’.5


This High Sun Spirit is the Light of the World spoken about primarily in St Mark’s Gospel; and the soul, the inner aspect of this Light of the World, is the Logos we find principally in St John’s Gospel.




The writer of St Mark’s Gospel from the beginning directs his gaze to the Sun Spirit descending from heaven. … And the writer of St John’s Gospel turns his gaze to the fact that the highest that can be active on Earth, the inner aspect of the Sun Spirit, is brought down by means of Jesus. He turned his gaze to the highest, to the pure Sun Logos.13





So it is not without significance that in his lectures on St John’s Gospel, Steiner frequently speaks of Christ as the Logos, whereas in his lecture series on St Mark’s Gospel, and in connection with this Gospel, he does not mention the Logos. In his Occult Science he also refers to Christ as Ahura Mazda, the Sun Aura, and the High Sun Being. Because the High Sun Spirit is one with the Logos and brings the Logos to manifestation, things are said of it that in principle are more applicable to the Logos: as for example, when it is said that ‘the Great Aura brought forth the human being’, and that ‘man is the image of the Sun Spirit, of Ahura Mazda’,4 or when this High Sun Spirit is called ‘the wellspring of all life’, whereas all life derives from the Logos. Because of the unity of these two Christ-beings, it is difficult for our understanding to distinguish them. When Steiner speaks about the High Sun Spirit, of Ahura Mazda, we must always think of the Logos being connected with it, just as, conversely, what he says about the Logos in its manifestation as Christ can in many respects also be related to the High Sun Spirit.


The High Sun Spirit was known to ancient pre-Christian initiates, and also to the first Christian initiates, as a highly exulted cosmic being.




These first Christian initiates were so profoundly initiated that they knew that the Christ, who appears today as the being who went through the Mystery of Golgotha at the beginning of our time reckoning—that Christ had descended to the sun from still greater heights; it is there that Zarathustra beheld him. His force was then carried over into the rays of the sun; it was beheld there by the Egyptian initiates. His force then lived in the surroundings of the Earth; it is there that the Greek initiates beheld him. … Now he should be seen such that one beholds him in his proper form in the Risen One, in the One who is within the Earth, who has beheld the mystery of the Earth, and who can let this mystery gradually flow over into human evolution. … Paul beheld...Christ who has descended to Earth through the Mystery of Golgotha—the Cosmic Divinity united with the forces of the sun.41





As a ‘Cosmic Divinity’, the High Sun Spirit descended from the widths of the cosmos to the sun, and so was not connected with the sun from the beginning as the Christ Archangel was. As the ‘light-body’ of the Logos, as ‘the spiritual light that works through cosmic space’, he could likewise say of himself, but in a different sense from the Christ Archangel, ‘I am the Light of the World!’11




What would Vishva Karman have had to say about himself? … What would Ahura Mazda have had to say if he wanted to speak of himself? … How does one who was previously in cosmic space, was on the sun, speak now from human lips? ‘I am the Light of the World!’ What had sounded down to Earth from cosmic choirs as the innermost self-description of the leading cosmic Spirit—we hear it sounding again from inside a human being, since the Being had itself occupied a human interior.42





The following words of Rudolf Steiner also clearly refer to this ‘leading cosmic Spirit’:




Christ, in his unique being, is not contained, as it were, by being in the sheaths of Jesus of Nazareth for three years; rather he is the guide and leader of all the beings of the higher hierarchies. He is an encompassing, cosmic, universal being, … an essentially higher individuality than all the individualities of the hierarchies we have described.43


We must naturally imagine the Christ Being as an overwhelmingly exulted being. But even though he is so exulted, he was nevertheless able to bring himself to expression in a human body during the three years after the Baptism by John in the Jordan.44





As such a universal cosmic being, the High Sun Spirit was just as unable as the Logos to unite directly with the human nature of Jesus of Nazareth; rather, it too needed the mediation of the Christ Archangel. Steiner describes this High Sun Spirit of Christ in various forms and from various angles. All references in which he identifies Christ with Ahura Mazda, relate to this being.


Christ and the Spirits of Wisdom


In his lecture cycle The Spiritual Beings in the Heavenly Bodies and in the Kingdoms of Nature, Steiner speaks of Christ as the Sun Spirit of Wisdom. By way of clarification he draws attention to the inspiration received by Buddha from a Spirit of Movement, and adds:




The sphere of a spirit such as that inspiring Buddha, which is thus the Spirit of Movement on Mercury, is small in relation to the far more encompassing sphere that is directed in human evolution by the spiritual being of Wisdom that is experienced as a unity and is to be found on the sun.45
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