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THE VITRUVIAN MONK


TO CREATORS EVERYWHERE BUT PARTICULARLY THE VOICES THAT KEPT ME AWAKE THROUGH THE MANY LONG NIGHTS IT TOOK ME TO DRAW THIS BOOK:


PENN JILLETTE (PENN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL), ADAM SAVAGE (STILL UNTITLED), RACHEL MADDOW (TRMS) & HARRY SHEARER (LE SHOW)






ON THE MATTER OF MONKS


It is a sign of these belligerent times that I have to remind readers that the monks in this volume bear no resemblance to monks living, dead, currently enjoying the afterlife, or reincarnated, perhaps as a moose or a legume. Nor is the book aimed at any one religion. It is, rather, my attempt to reconcile some of my own paradoxes: an interest in faith with the deep, abiding belief in a godless and largely deterministic universe.


Whether it’s fake news, alternative facts, diet plans or some miraculous nose clip that will help you stretch your ankles, supernaturalism is on the rise. Yet it’s often simply too easy to argue the scientific view, whilst ignoring the fact that humans need art, stories, mystery and the humour that exists in the cosmic comedy that makes actors of us all.


That, ultimately, is the only purpose of the book. I hope it makes you laugh and, by laughing, you feel momentary relief from the hard burdens of this world. We need monks because we are all, in some small way, monks ourselves. 
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