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            Operating Instructions

         

         This new collection of 1,423 QI Facts may look like a book, but it’s actually a portal.

         Though you can read the whole thing in a couple of hours, each little nugget is just the visible tip of an information iceberg.

         So, if you doubt any of the facts, or would like to know more, go online to:

         
             

         

         qi.com/1423

         
             

         

         In the search box, enter the page number of the fact that interests you. This will reveal our main source for each fact on the page, as shown overleaf.
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         Click on any link to get the full explanation and all the background details.

         To our surprise, we’ve found this feature is of particular value to teachers, who can start each lesson with a QI fact related to what they have to say. When asked ‘Why?’, the teacher (having read the source material) can confidently say: ‘I’ll tell you exactly why …’

         But you don’t need to be a teacher to do this – you can educate yourself. It’s what the three of us have been doing every working day these last few years.

         We hope you’ll be as bowled over as we were.

         
             

         

         JOHN LLOYD, JAMES HARKIN

& ANNE MILLER

      

   


   
      
         

          

         
            There is quite a good deal

of information in the book.

I regret this very much. 

            MARK TWAIN

            (1835–1910)
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                  1,423 is

                  the Guinness World Record

                  for the largest number of authors

                  at a simultaneous

                  book signing.

               

               
                  1 in 4

                  Americans didn’t

                  read a book

                  last year.

               

               
                  A book by

                  George H. W. Bush’s dog

                  spent 23 weeks on the

                  US bestseller list.

               

               
                  Theresa May

                  owns more than 100

                  cookbooks.
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                  John Bercow MP,

                  Speaker of the House of Commons,

                  has a cat called

                  Order.

               

               
                  There are

                  125,000 stray cats

                  in Istanbul.

               

               
                  The average

                  Australian cat

                  eats more fish per year

                  than the average

                  Australian.

               

               
                  Cuttlefish

                  have three hearts.
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                  The North American

                  mosquito fish can

                  count up to four.

               

               
                  Fish can see

                  70 times further in air

                  than in water.

               

               
                  Golden-winged warblers

                  can detect tornadoes from

                  560 miles away.

               

               
                  35 tornadoes

                  are reported in

                  Britain each year.
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                  In 1973,

                  the entire Internet

                  consisted of only

                  43 computers.

               

               
                  iPhones

                  in Venezuela cost

                  the equivalent of

                  £80,000 each.

               

               
                  Indonesia

                  has a volcano

                  that emits blue flames.

               

               
                  Iceland

                  has more volcanoes

                  than footballers.
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                  More than half

                  of the Earth’s surface

                  is not subject to any nation’s laws.

               

               
                  It is illegal

                  to sell Stilton cheese

                  made in the village

                  of Stilton.

               

               
                  In northern Italy,

                  cheese is acceptable

                  as security on a

                  bank loan.

               

               
                  An Italian estate agent

                  was the inspiration for the

                  handsome, sadistic hero

                  of Fifty Shades of Grey.
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                  The film of

                  Fifty Shades of Grey

                  was banned in Cambodia

                  because it depicted

                  ‘insane romance’.

               

               
                  North Korea banned

                  the disaster movie 2012

                  in case it jinxed the

                  year 2012.

               

               
                  In French,

                  Jaws became

                  ‘The Teeth of the Sea’.

               

               
                  The spiders used in

                  Spider-Man and Arachnophobia

                  were social huntsman spiders

                  and completely harmless.
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                  Spiders tune

                  their webs like

                  guitars.

               

               
                  Every year,

                  spiders consume

                  more food than whales.

               

               
                  Ogre-faced spiders

                  attract prey with their

                  excrement.

               

               
                  In 2017,

                  Australian scientists

                  discovered 50 new species

                  of spider in one 10-day

                  research trip.
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                  10% of spiders

                  are missing at least one

                  of their legs.

               

               
                  In India,

                  termites’ jaws

                  were once used to

                  close wounds.

               

               
                  In Brazil,

                  fish skin is used

                  to bandage burns.

               

               
                  The NHS

                  costs the UK

                  more than £116 billion

                  a year.
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                  The British

                  eat more onions than

                  the French.

               

               
                  Ancient Egyptian priests were

                  not allowed to eat onions

                  in case it boosted

                  their libido.

               

               
                  The average person

                  has sex 5,778 times

                  in a lifetime.

               

               
                  Nicknames for

                  19th-century sex positions

                  included The Ordinary, The Spiky Chair

                  and The View of the Low Countries.

               

               
                  9



               

               

               
                  
[image: ]
                  

               

               
                  A sex manual

                  in Qing dynasty China

                  outlined 48 different ways to

                  fondle a mutilated foot.

               

               
                  Musical theatre

                  is the genre of music

                  least likely to be played

                  in the bedroom.

               

               
                  In 1917,

                  P. G. Wodehouse had

                  five musicals on Broadway

                  at the same time.

               

               
                  Ostentation funk

                  is a Brazilian musical genre

                  that celebrates the

                  middle-class

                  lifestyle.
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                  40% of

                  working Britons

                  have less than £100

                  in savings.

               

               
                  1.7 million

                  Britons haven’t got

                  a bank account.

               

               
                  The chief economist

                  at the Bank of England

                  has never owned a

                  credit card.

               

               
                  The Pope

                  doesn’t know

                  how to use a computer.
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                  Westminster Abbey

                  has a cleric called

                  Canon Ball.

               

               
                  The head of the

                  UK police task force

                  on knife crime is called

                  Alfred Hitchcock.

               

               
                  The man who holds

                  the British record for

                  summiting Everest

                  is a Mr K. Cool.

               

               
                  IKEA sofas

                  have Swedish names,

                  its rugs have Danish names

                  and its beds have Norwegian names.
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                  Norwegian passports

                  display the aurora borealis

                  under a UV light.

               

               
                  You can be blocked

                  from getting a Swiss passport

                  if your neighbours find you

                  too annoying.

               

               
                  Horses

                  competing in

                  the Olympics have

                  their own passports and

                  fly business class.

               

               
                  A beer tap

                  on an aeroplane

                  would dispense

                  only foam.

               

               
                  13



               

               

               
                  
[image: ]
                  

               

               
                  The world’s most popular beer

                  is called Snow and is

                  virtually unknown

                  outside China.

               

               
                  The most common job

                  in the UK is

                  ‘manager’.

               

               
                  In 2016,

                  a London company

                  advertised for an

                  ‘emoji translator’.

               

               
                  In 2017,

                  the US Secret Service

                  advertised for a ‘social media

                  sarcasm spotter’.

               

               
                  14



               

               

               
                  
[image: ]
                  

               

               
                  If you blend

                  25 random pictures

                  from the Internet,

                  the result will

                  be orange.

               

               
                  ‘International orange’

                  is the specific shade of orange

                  used for NASA spacesuits,

                  the Tokyo Tower and the

                  Golden Gate Bridge.

               

               
                  Saturn’s

                  North Pole is

                  blue.

               

               
                  NASA provided the

                  first American woman in space

                  with a specially designed

                  make-up kit.
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                  American astronauts

                  on the International Space Station

                  can vote in elections

                  by email.

               

               
                  In 2015,

                  President Obama made it legal

                  for Americans to

                  own asteroids.

               

               
                  The smallest satellite

                  ever made weighs less than

                  a smartphone.

               

               
                  NASA

                  spacesuits are called

                  Extravehicular Mobility Units.
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                  Chocolate,

                  salmon and whisky

                  are the UK’s top three

                  food and drink exports.

               

               
                  In January 1205,

                  it was so cold in England that

                  wine and ale froze and

                  were sold by weight,

                  not volume.

               

               
                  The US’s ninth-largest brewery

                  has made a new beer from

                  recycled sewage water.

               

               
                  In Finland,

                  you can buy

                  a party pack of

                  1,000 cans of beer.
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                  In Sweden,

                  you can buy

                  toilet paper called

                  Kräpp.

               

               
                  The original patent

                  for the toilet-roll holder

                  showed the paper hanging

                  over the holder,

                  not under.

               

               
                  Post-it notes

                  should be peeled with

                  the sticky strip vertical,

                  not horizontal.

               

               
                  Wrapping paper

                  is only 100

                  years old.
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                  1 in 100

                  Americans

                  work for Walmart.

               

               
                  FTSE 100 CEOs

                  make more money

                  in two and a half days

                  than the average worker

                  makes in a year.

               

               
                  Only 4.2% of

                  Fortune 500 companies

                  are run by women.

               

               
                  Men appear

                  in the newspapers

                  three times as often as women

                  and have done so

                  since 1800.
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                  During the Second World War,

                  Women’s Institutes played

                  ‘Pin the Moustache on Hitler’.

               

               
                  In the Second World War,

                  it was illegal to post

                  knitting patterns abroad

                  in case they contained

                  coded messages.

               

               
                  In 1857,

                  British officials were

                  convinced Indian villagers

                  were passing secret messages

                  hidden in chapattis.

               

               
                  The first editorial assistant to

                  work on the Oxford English Dictionary

                  was sacked for industrial

                  espionage.
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                  My Adventures as a Spy,

                  by Lord Baden-Powell, has a chapter on

                  ‘The Value of Being Stupid’.

               

               
                  Secret agents have

                  to be trained to forget

                  their advanced driving courses.

               

               
                  The CIA

                  uses board games

                  to train spies.

               

               
                  The CIA Museum

                  in Langley, Virginia,

                  is not open to

                  the public.
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                  In the First World War,

                  battlefield observation stations

                  were hidden inside

                  trees.

               

               
                  The oak is

                  the national tree of

                  Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Estonia,

                  France, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania,

                  Moldova, Poland, Romania,

                  Serbia and the UK.

               

               
                  There are more trees on Earth

                  than stars in the

                  Milky Way.

               

               
                  1% of

                  all the timber

                  sold in the world

                  is bought by IKEA.
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                  12% of

                  all the iron in

                  Britain in the 1780s

                  was cast by one man –

                  John ‘Iron Mad’ Wilkinson.

               

               
                  One-third of

                  entrepreneurs think

                  their chance of failing

                  is zero.

               

               
                  ‘Entopreneurs’

                  are people who farm

                  new types of edible insect.

               

               
                  Minecraft

                  is used to pitch for

                  business deals.

               

               
                  23



               

               

               
                  
[image: ]
                  

               

               
                  After shaking hands,

                  most people unwittingly

                  sniff their fingers.

               

               
                  Octopuses

                  smell with

                  their arms.

               

               
                  Vegetarians

                  smell nicer than

                  people who eat meat.

               

               
                  Sniffing milk

                  to test its freshness

                  rather than going by

                  the sell-by date would

                  save 100 million

                  pints a year.
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                  In 1946,

                  only 2% of British

                  households had

                  a fridge.

               

               
                  Octopuses spend

                  3% of their time

                  tidying.

               

               
                  Only 4% of people

                  who try to quit smoking

                  without help succeed.

               

               
                  Only 5% of

                  Chinese people

                  have a passport.
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                  31% of

                  Chinese tourists

                  pack instant noodles

                  when they travel.

               

               
                  The ancient Chinese

                  could count up to a million

                  on their hands.

               

               
                  Six million years ago,

                  otters were bigger

                  than leopards.

               

               
                  An analysis of

                  eight million books published

                  between 1776 and 2009

                  found that Britons

                  were happiest

                  in 1957.
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                  In 1957,

                  the US air force flew

                  around the world to

                  show they could bomb

                  anywhere they wanted.

               

               
                  More than

                  2,400 nuclear bombs

                  have been detonated

                  since 1945.

               

               
                  It will be another 500 years

                  before the Somme is

                  free of bombs.

               

               
                  On 16 March 1945,

                  bombs dropped by the British

                  on Würzburg, Germany, destroyed

                  90% of the buildings

                  in 20 minutes.
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                  90%

                  of Vietnamese

                  share just 14 surnames.

               

               
                  90%

                  of lobsters

                  escape from lobster traps.

               

               
                  90%

                  of film critics

                  are male.

               

               
                  90%

                  of world trade

                  is carried by ship.
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                  The world’s heaviest aeroplane

                  weighs as much as the statue

                  Christ the Redeemer

                  in Rio de Janeiro.

               

               
                  Until 1970, United Airlines

                  had ‘men only’ flights serving

                  steaks, brandy and cigars.

               

               
                  French tennis player

                  Suzanne Lenglen drank brandy

                  between sets but won

                  98% of her games.

               

               
                  Emma Martina Luigia Morano,

                  the world’s oldest person

                  when she died at 117, outlived

                  90 Italian governments.
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                  In 2017,

                  a Brazilian great-grandmother

                  discovered the figure of St Anthony

                  that she’d prayed to for years

                  was actually an elf from

                  The Lord of the Rings.

               

               
                  Facebook uses

                  The Lord of the Rings

                  to teach its software

                  how to think.

               

               
                  25% of Americans

                  think God decides who

                  wins the Super Bowl.

               

               
                  A ticket to the

                  first Super Bowl cost $12;

                  today’s tickets cost

                  up to $3,000.
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                  One side

                  of the new £1 coin

                  was designed by

                  a 15-year-old.

               

               
                  The first Christmas stamp

                  in the UK was designed

                  by a six-year-old.

               

               
                  Santa Claus’s

                  first commercial appearance

                  was in a 1923 advert

                  for ginger beer.

               

               
                  To visit every

                  child in the world

                  Santa would need to travel at

                  3,000 times the speed of sound.
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                  92% of

                  shopping-mall Santas

                  have had their beard pulled

                  to see if it was real.

               

               
                  30% of shopping-mall Santas

                  have been urinated on

                  by a child.

               

               
                  Leopard urine

                  smells like popcorn.

               

               
                  The Romans used urine

                  to clean their teeth.
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                  Oxford University’s

                  first professor of chemistry

                  thought fossils were frozen urine.

               

               
                  If you pick up a desert tortoise,

                  it can urinate itself

                  to death.

               

               
                  Most of the white sand

                  in the Caribbean is made of

                  parrotfish droppings.

               

               
                  Kangaroos

                  keep cool by

                  licking their forearms.

               

               
                  33



               

               

               
                  
[image: ]
                  

               

               
                  Birds can tell

                  what the speed limits

                  are on roads.

               

               
                  The French air force

                  has a squad of golden eagles,

                  trained to hunt down

                  drones.

               

               
                  Dragonflies

                  can be used as drones

                  by fitting them with

                  tiny backpacks.

               

               
                  Japanese scientists

                  have invented a

                  robot bee.
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                  The White House

                  only got the ability to

                  print double-sided

                  in 2016.

               

               
                  Lyndon B. Johnson

                  had a nozzle fitted to his

                  shower in the White House

                  that fired water at

                  his genitals.

               

               
                  Donald Trump

                  presses a red button

                  on his desk when he wants

                  the White House butler to

                  bring him a Diet Coke.

               

               
                  Domino’s customers

                  can place an order by

                  tweeting a pizza emoji.
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                  The world’s largest pizza

                  was twice the size

                  of a tennis court.

               

               
                  From 1974 to 1992,

                  a third of all tennis Grand Slams

                  were won by Swedish men;

                  today, there are none

                  in the top 150.

               

               
                  A Swede born with

                  ‘a silver spoon in their mouth’

                  is said to have ‘slid in on a

                  shrimp sandwich’.

               

               
                  The Polish equivalent of

                  ‘Were you born yesterday?’ is

                  ‘Did you fall from a

                  Christmas tree?’

               

               
                  36



               

               

               
                  
[image: ]
                  

               

               
                  The money spent

                  on Christmas presents in the UK

                  could fund the NHS from Boxing Day

                  to 12 February.

               

               
                  Christmas crackers

                  were originally called

                  ‘bangs of expectation’.

               

               
                  The first Christmas tree

                  erected in Trafalgar Square

                  was transported at night because

                  it exceeded the legal weight limits

                  on British roads in daytime.

               

               
                  In the Australian outback,

                  there is a road used for

                  testing supercars that

                  has no speed limit.
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                  Potholes in roads

                  in 19th-century Argentina

                  were filled with surplus

                  sheep’s heads.

               

               
                  In 19th-century America,

                  roads were paved with

                  oyster shells.

               

               
                  An oyster thief

                  in 19th-century London

                  called Dando would eat dozens

                  of oysters, then abscond

                  without paying.

               

               
                  The Oyster card

                  was designed by

                  Saatchi & Saatchi.
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                  Wig-snatching

                  was a common crime

                  in 18th-century

                  England.

               

               
                  In 2014,

                  German police issued a fine

                  to a one-armed cyclist

                  for cycling with

                  one arm.

               

               
                  The Olympic Village

                  for the 1980 Winter Games

                  in Upstate New York is

                  now a prison.

               

               
                  South Korean sniffer dogs

                  sold to the Russian police in Siberia

                  have proved to be useless because

                  they don’t like the cold.
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                  More than a third

                  of the 8.5 million dogs

                  in Britain are

                  obese.

               

               
                  In Taiwan,

                  it is illegal to walk a dog

                  by attaching its lead to

                  a car or motorbike.

               

               
                  Ships are not classified

                  as abandoned if there is a dog

                  or a cat onboard.

               

               
                  10,000 shipping containers

                  are lost from ships

                  every year.
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                  The largest cruise ships

                  have a greater population than

                  the City of London.

               

               
                  Dangerous maritime goods

                  include pistachios, almonds, walnuts,

                  hazelnuts, Brazil nuts and peanuts

                  because they can all self-heat

                  and spontaneously combust.

               

               
                  There are more than

                  500 peanuts in the average jar

                  of peanut butter.

               

               
                  Prince Charles wants to

                  reduce grey squirrel numbers

                  by feeding them contraceptives

                  hidden in Nutella.
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                  Tanzanians scare off elephants

                  by bombarding them

                  with condoms filled

                  with chilli powder.

               

               
                  To treat mites,

                  beekeepers dust their bees

                  with sugar.

               

               
                  Honeybees

                  ‘whoop’ when

                  they bump into each other.

               

               
                  Bees

                  can be taught to

                  play football.
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                  Apes are

                  the only animals that

                  need to be taught

                  how to swim.

               

               
                  The Mola mola is

                  known as the sunfish in English

                  and the moonfish

                  in Russian.

               

               
                  The first treadmill on the

                  International Space Station

                  was ejected into space

                  and burned up in

                  the atmosphere.

               

               
                  Treadmills

                  were once the

                  harshest punishment

                  short of the death penalty.
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                  60% of the

                  world’s selfie deaths

                  take place in India.

               

               
                  Mahatma Gandhi Pires,

                  Marlon Brando da Silveira,

                  John Lennon Silva Santos

                  and Yago Pikachu are all

                  Brazilian footballers.

               

               
                  North Korea

                  is a hereditary

                  Marxist monarchy.

               

               
                  The Indonesian flag

                  is the same as the Polish flag

                  upside down.
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                  Polish is the

                  second most common language

                  spoken in the UK.

               

               
                  A clock’s

                  second hand is

                  really its third hand.

               

               
                  All mammals,

                  regardless of size,

                  take 12 seconds

                  to defecate.

               

               
                  The US State Department

                  is located in Foggy Bottom.
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                  Eight billion particles of fog

                  can fit into a

                  teaspoon.

               

               
                  China’s Er Wang Dong cave

                  is so big it has its own

                  weather system.

               

               
                  Lightning heats

                  the surrounding air to

                  temperatures five times hotter

                  than the surface of the Sun.

               

               
                  When it gets hot,

                  normally carnivorous

                  tadpoles become

                  vegetarian.
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                  The world’s smallest frog

                  is the size of a

                  housefly.

               

               
                  The world’s tiniest reptile

                  is a chameleon the

                  size of an ant.

               

               
                  In 2016,

                  a new species of ant

                  was discovered after it was

                  vomited up by

                  a frog.

               

               
                  Nymphister kronaueri

                  is a beetle whose camouflage

                  makes it look like an

                  ant’s bottom.
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                  In 2004,

                  a pine tree planted

                  in memory of George Harrison

                  died after an infestation

                  of beetles.

               

               
                  Natural history museums

                  use teams of beetles

                  to clean the flesh

                  off specimens.

               

               
                  Caterpillars

                  contain more protein

                  than dung beetles.

               

               
                  John Adams,

                  second president of the US,

                  liked to inspect London’s dung.
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                  Richard Nixon once

                  ordered a nuclear strike

                  on North Korea

                  when drunk.

               

               
                  In 1987,

                  Richard Nixon’s wife

                  predicted that Donald Trump

                  would one day become

                  the president.

               

               
                  Donald Trump

                  uses double-sided sticky tape

                  to hold his tie in place.

               

               
                  Calvin Coolidge

                  had two pet lions

                  called Tax Reduction

                  and Budget Bureau.

               

               
                  49



               

               

               
                  
[image: ]
                  

               

               
                  Aged 14, Fidel Castro

                  wrote to President Roosevelt

                  to ask for $10.

               

               
                  The US Treasury

                  has a ‘Conscience Fund’

                  for voluntary donations from

                  people feeling guilty about

                  cheating on their taxes.

               

               
                  Collectively,

                  Americans take

                  300,000 years to do

                  their tax returns

                  every year.

               

               
                  A 17th-century Scottish tax

                  on having sex out of

                  wedlock was called

                  ‘buttock mail’.
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