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Donald John Trump (born June 14, 1946) is the 45th and current President of the United States[image: External link]. Before entering politics, he was a businessman and television personality.

Trump was born and raised in Queens[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], and earned an economics degree from the Wharton School. Later, he took charge of The Trump Organization, the real estate and construction firm founded by his paternal grandmother, which he ran for 45 years until 2016. During his real estate career, Trump built, renovated, and managed numerous office towers, hotels, casinos, and golf courses. Besides real estate, he started several side ventures and has licensed the use of his name for the branding of various products and properties. He produced and hosted The Apprentice, a reality television series on NBC, from 2004 to 2015. His net worth was estimated to be $3.5 billion as of 2017, making him the 544th richest person in the world.

Trump first publicly expressed interest in running for political office in 1987. He won two Reform Party[image: External link] presidential primaries in 2000, but withdrew his candidacy early on. In June 2015, he launched his campaign for the 2016 presidential election[image: External link] and quickly emerged as the front-runner among seventeen candidates in the Republican primaries. His remaining opponents all suspended their campaigns by the end of May 2016, and in July he was formally nominated at the Republican National Convention along with Indiana governor Mike Pence as his running mate. Many of his campaign statements were controversial or false[image: External link], generating much free media coverage.

Trump won the general election on November 8, 2016[image: External link], in a surprise victory against Democratic[image: External link] opponent Hillary Clinton and commenced his presidency on January 20, 2017. He became the oldest and wealthiest person ever to assume the presidency, the first without prior military or government service, and the fifth to have won the election while losing the popular vote. His political positions have been described by scholars and commentators as populist, protectionist, and nationalist.
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Further information: Trump family


Trump's ancestors originated from the German village of Kallstadt, Palatinate on his father's side, and from the Outer Hebrides isles of Scotland on his mother's side. All his grandparents, and his mother, were born in Europe. His mother's grandfather was also christened "Donald".[2]

Trump's paternal grandfather, Friedrich Trump (later Frederick), first emigrated to the United States in 1885 at the age of 16, and became a citizen in 1892. He amassed a fortune operating boom-town restaurants and boarding houses in the Seattle area and the Klondike region of Canada, during the gold rush.[3] On a visit to Kallstadt, he met Elisabeth Christ and married her in 1902. The couple settled in New York permanently in 1905.[4] Frederick died from influenza during the 1918 pandemic.[5]

Trump's father Fred was born in 1905 in the Bronx[image: External link], and started working with his mother in real estate when he was 15, shortly after his father's death. Their company, Elizabeth Trump and Son, was primarily active in the New York boroughs[image: External link] of Queens[image: External link] and Brooklyn[image: External link]. Fred eventually built and sold thousands of houses, barracks and apartments.[5][6] The company would later become The Trump Organization after Donald Trump took over in 1971.[7]

Donald's mother Mary Anne was born in Tong, Lewis, Scotland. In 1930, at age 18, she emigrated to New York where she worked as a maid.[8] Fred and Mary were married in 1936 and raised their family in Queens.[8][9]

Fred's brother John (Donald's uncle) became a physicist and inventor.[10]
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Donald Trump was born on June 14, 1946 at the Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, Queens[image: External link], New York City. He was the fourth of five children born to Frederick Christ "Fred" Trump (1905–1999) and Mary Anne Trump (née MacLeod, 1912–2000).[13] His siblings are Maryanne (born 1937), Fred Jr. (1938–1981), Elizabeth (born 1942), and Robert (born 1948).

Trump grew up in the Jamaica Estates neighborhood of Queens, New York. He attended the Kew-Forest School from kindergarten through seventh grade. At age 13, Trump's parents enrolled him in the New York Military Academy, after discovering Donald made frequent trips into Manhattan without permission.[14][15] In August 1964, Trump entered Fordham University.[11][16] He transferred to the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania two years later, because it offered one of the few real estate studies departments in United States academia at the time.[17][16]

In addition to his father, Trump was inspired by Manhattan developer William Zeckendorf, vowing to be "even bigger and better".[18] While at Wharton, he worked at the family business, Elizabeth Trump and Son,[19] graduating in May 1968 with a Bachelor of Science degree[image: External link] in economics.[16][20][21]

Trump was not drafted during the Vietnam War.[22] While in college from 1964 to 1968, he obtained four student deferments.[23] In 1966, he was deemed fit for service based upon a military medical examination, and in 1968 was briefly classified as fit by a local draft board, but was given a 1-Y medical deferment in October 1968,[24] attributed to heel spurs.[25] In 1969, he received a high number in the draft lottery, which made him unlikely to be called.[24][26][27]
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Main article: Family of Donald Trump


Trump has five children by three marriages, and has eight grandchildren.[28][29] His first two marriages ended in widely publicized divorces.[30]

Trump married his first wife, Czech model Ivana Zelníčková, on April 7, 1977, at the Marble Collegiate Church in Manhattan[image: External link] in a ceremony performed by the Reverend Norman Vincent Peale.[31][32] They had three children: son Donald Jr. (born December 31, 1977), daughter Ivanka (born October 30, 1981), and son Eric (born January 6, 1984). Ivana became a naturalized United States citizen in 1988.[33] The couple divorced in 1992 following Trump's affair with actress Marla Maples.[34]

In October 1993, Maples gave birth to Trump's daughter Tiffany, named after Tiffany & Company[image: External link].[35] Maples and Trump were married two months later on December 20, 1993.[36] They were divorced in 1999,[37] and Tiffany was raised by her mother in California.[38]

Trump married Slovene[image: External link] model Melania Knauss, on January 22, 2005 at Bethesda-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church in Palm Beach, Florida, followed by a reception at Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate.[39] In 2006, Melania acquired United States citizenship[40] and she gave birth to their son Barron on March 20.[41][42] Upon Trump's accession to the presidency, Melania became First Lady of the United States.

Prior to his inauguration as president, Trump delegated the management of his real estate business to his two adult sons, Eric and Don Jr.[43] His daughter Ivanka resigned from The Trump Organization and moved to Washington with her husband Jared Kushner. She serves as assistant to the president,[44] while he is a Senior Advisor[image: External link] in the White House.[45]

Trump's elder sister, Maryanne Trump Barry, is an inactive Federal Appeals Court judge on the Third Circuit.[46]
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Trump's ancestors were Lutherans on his father's side in Germany[47] and Presbyterian on his mother's side in Scotland.[48] His parents married in a Manhattan Presbyterian church in 1936.[49] As a child, he attended the First Presbyterian Church in Jamaica, Queens, and had his Confirmation there.[32] In the 1970s, his family joined the Marble Collegiate Church (an affiliate of the Reformed Church in America) in Manhattan[image: External link].[50] The pastor at that church, Norman Vincent Peale, author of The Power of Positive Thinking and The Art of Living, ministered to Trump's family and mentored him until Peale's death in 1993.[51][50] Trump, who is Presbyterian,[52][53] has cited Peale and his works during interviews when asked about the role of religion in his personal life.[50]

Trump participates in Holy Communion, but usually does not ask God for forgiveness. He stated: "I think if I do something wrong, I just try and make it right. I don't bring God into that picture."[54] On the campaign trail, Trump has referred to The Art of the Deal as his second favorite book after the Bible, saying "Nothing beats the Bible."[55] In a 2016 speech to Liberty University, he referred to "Two Corinthians" instead of "Second Corinthians", eliciting chuckles from the audience.[56] Despite this, The New York Times reported that Evangelical Christians nationwide thought "that his heart was in the right place, that his intentions for the country were pure."[57]

Trump has had relationships with a number of Christian spiritual leaders, including Florida pastor Paula White, who has been called his "closest spiritual confidant."[58] In 2015, he received a blessing from Greek Orthodox priest Emmanuel Lemelson[59] and in 2016, he released a list of his religious advisers, including James Dobson, Jerry Falwell Jr., Ralph Reed and others.[60] Referring to his daughter Ivanka's conversion to Judaism before her marriage to Jared Kushner, Trump said: "I have a Jewish daughter; and I am very honored by that."[61]
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A 2016 medical report issued by his doctor, Harold Bornstein M.D., showed that Trump's blood pressure, liver and thyroid function were in normal ranges.[62][63] Trump says that he has never smoked cigarettes or consumed other drugs, including marijuana.[64] He also drinks no alcohol, a decision arising in part from watching his older brother Fred Jr. suffer from alcoholism until his early death in 1981.[65][66]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Wealth




Trump has said that he began his career with "a small loan of one million dollars" from his father.[67] Trump appeared on the initial Forbes List[image: External link] of wealthy individuals in 1982 with an estimated $200 million fortune, including an "undefined" share of the fortune belonging to his family and father.[68] During the 1980s he became a billionaire,[69] but was absent from the Forbes list from 1990 to 1995 following losses which reportedly obliged him to borrow from his siblings' trusts in 1993.[68] After his father died in 1999, he and his surviving siblings received shares of his father's estate which was valued at more than $20 million.[70][71]

When he announced his candidacy on June 16, 2015, Trump released a one-page financial summary that stated a net worth of $8,737,540,000.[73] The following month, he filed a 92-page disclosure and put his wealth at over $10 billion.[74][75] His presidential announcement speech mentioned that "I'm really rich", which he said would make him less reliant upon large campaign donations.[76][77] Forbes believed his net worth estimate was "a whopper", figuring it was $4.1 billion in 2015 (405th in the world, 133rd in the U.S.). Trump valued his "properties under development" at $293 million; Forbes said that it did not know what they were worth and so was valuing them as worth $0.[78][79] Trump had stated in the long 2015 financial disclosure that his income for the year 2014 was $362 million.[75]

After Trump made controversial remarks about illegal immigrants in 2015, he lost business contracts with several companies that summer, which Forbes estimated negatively impacted his net worth by $125 million.[80] The value of the Trump brand may have fallen further during his presidential campaign, as some consumers boycotted in response to his candidacy.[81] Bookings and foot traffic at Trump-branded properties fell off sharply in 2016,[82][83] though Trump's 104-page financial disclosure in May 2016 still put his wealth at over $10 billion as he had done the previous July.[74][84][75] The release of the Access Hollywood tape recordings in October 2016 put further pressure on his business.[85]

In their 2017 annual billionaires' ranking, Forbes estimated Trump's net worth at $3.5 billion (544th in the world, 201st in the U.S.)[1] making him one of the richest politicians in American history. These estimates have fluctuated from year to year, and also depending upon who is doing the estimations; Bloomberg News pegged his wealth at $3 billion in 2016,[86] whereas Forbes said $4.5 billion that same year (324th in the world, 113th in the U.S.).[87] The discrepancies among these estimates and with Trump's own estimates stem from the uncertain value of appraised property and of his personal brand.[86][88]
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Main article: Business career of Donald Trump
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Trump started his career at his father's real estate development company, Elizabeth Trump and Son, which focused on middle-class rental housing in the New York City boroughs[image: External link] outside Manhattan, but also had business elsewhere.[89] For example, during his undergraduate study, Trump joined his father Fred in successfully revitalizing the foreclosed Swifton Village apartment complex in Cincinnati, Ohio, thereby boosting the occupancy rate from 66% to 100%.[90][91]

Trump was promoted to president of the company in 1971 (while his father became chairman of the board), and renamed it The Trump Organization.[7][92] In 1973, he and his father drew wider attention[image: External link] when the Justice Department contended that the organization systematically discriminated against African Americans wishing to rent apartments, rather than merely screening out people based on low income, as the Trumps stated. Under an agreement reached in 1975, the Trumps made no admission of wrongdoing, and made the Urban League an intermediary for qualified minority applicants.[93][94] His adviser and attorney during (and after) that period was Roy Cohn, who responded to attacks by counterattacking with maximum force, and who valued both positive and negative publicity, which were attitudes that Trump appreciated.[95]
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In 1978, Trump consummated his first major real estate deal in Manhattan, purchasing a half-share in the decrepit Commodore Hotel, largely funded by a $70 million construction loan jointly guaranteed by Fred Trump and the Hyatt hotel chain. Designed by architect Der Scutt, the project was able to proceed by leveraging competing interests and by taking advantage of tax breaks.[96] After remodeling, the hotel reopened as the Grand Hyatt Hotel, located next to Grand Central Terminal[image: External link].[97][98]

Also in 1978, Trump finished negotiations to develop Trump Tower, a 58-story, 202-meter (663-foot) skyscraper in Midtown Manhattan, which The New York Times attributed to his "persistence" and "skills as a negotiator".[99] To make way for the new building, a crew of undocumented Polish workers demolished an old Bonwit Teller store including art deco features that had initially been marked for preservation.[100] The building was completed in 1983, and houses both the primary penthouse condominium residence of Trump and the headquarters of The Trump Organization.[101][102] Architectural critic Paul Goldberger said in 1983 that he was surprised to find the tower's atrium was "the most pleasant interior public space to be completed in New York in some years".[103][104] Trump Tower was the setting of the NBC television show The Apprentice, and includes a fully functional television studio set.[105]

Repairs on the Wollman Rink (originally opened in 1949 in Central Park) were started in 1980 by a general contractor unconnected to Trump. Despite an expected two and one-half year construction schedule, the repairs were not completed by 1986. Trump took over the project, completed it in three months for $775,000 less than the initial budget of $1.95 million, and operated the rink for one year with all profits going to charity in exchange for the rink's concession rights.[106]

In 1988 Trump acquired the Plaza Hotel in Manhattan for a record-setting $407 million, and asked his wife Ivana to manage its operation.[107] Trump invested $50 million to restore the building, which he called "the Mona Lisa".[108] According to hotel expert Thomas McConnell, the Trumps boosted it from a three-star to a four-star ranking, and sold it in 1995, by which time Ivana was no longer involved.[109]

In 1994, Trump became involved with a building on Columbus Circle which was swaying in the wind. He began a reconstruction project that stopped the swaying and gave the building a full makeover.[110][111] Trump thereafter owned commercial space in that 44-story mixed-use tower (hotel and condominium), which he named Trump International Hotel and Tower.[112]

In 1996, Trump acquired a vacant seventy-story skyscraper on Wall Street which had briefly been the tallest building in the world when it was completed in 1930. After an extensive renovation, the high-rise was renamed the Trump Building at 40 Wall Street.[113]

In 1997, he began construction on Trump Place, a multi-building development along the Hudson River, and encountered delays the following year because a subcontracter had to replace defective concrete.[114][115] Ultimately, he and the other investors in that project sold their interest in 2005 for $1.8 Billion, in what was then the biggest residential sale in the history of New York City.[116]

From 1994 to 2002, Trump owned a 50% share of the Empire State Building. He would have renamed it to "Trump Empire State Building Tower Apartments" if he had been able to boost his share.[117][118]

In 2001, across from the headquarters of the United Nations, he completed Trump World Tower, which for a while was the tallest all-residential tower in the world.[119] Trump acquired the former Hotel Delmonico in Manhattan in 2002, which re-opened with 35 stories of luxury condominiums in 2004 as the Trump Park Avenue.[120] Meanwhile, he continued to own millions of square feet of other prime Manhattan[image: External link] real estate.[121]
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Main article: Mar-a-Lago


Trump acquired the historic Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Florida in 1985 for $5 million, plus $3 million for the home's furnishings. It was built in the 1920s by heiress and socialite Marjorie Merriweather Post, who envisioned the house as a future winter retreat for American presidents.

Trump's initial offer of $28 million had been rejected, and he was able to get the property at the much lower price by purchasing separate beachfront property and threatening to build a house on it that would block Mar-a-Lago's ocean view. In addition to using the estate as a home, Trump also turned it into a private club open to everyone who could afford the initiation fee of $100,000 plus annual dues.[122]

In 1986, he acquired a foreclosed, 33-story, twin-tower condominium complex in nearby West Palm Beach for $40 million, with automobile manufacturing executive Lee Iacocca investing in three of the condos.[123] Despite sprucing up its public areas, and years of heavy promotion, selling the units proved difficult, and the deal turned out to be unprofitable.[124]
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New Jersey legalized gambling in 1977, and the following year Trump was in Atlantic City, New Jersey to explore how he might get involved. Seven years later, Harrah's at Trump Plaza hotel and casino opened there, built by Trump with financing from Holiday Corporation which also was managing that business.[125] Renamed "Trump Plaza" soon after opening, it was then the tallest building in Atlantic City.[126] The casino's poor results exacerbated disagreements between Trump and Holiday Corp., which led to Trump paying $70 million in May 1986 to buy out their interest in the property.[127][128] Trump also acquired a partially completed building in Atlantic City from the Hilton Corporation for $320 million; when completed in 1985, that hotel and casino became Trump Castle, and Trump's wife, Ivana, managed that property until Trump transferred her in 1988 to run the Trump Plaza Hotel in New York.[129][130]

Also in 1988, Trump acquired his third casino in Atlantic City, the Taj Mahal then halfway through construction, by making a complex transaction with the television host and entertainer Merv Griffin as well as the resort and casino company Resorts International.[131] In October 1989, three of his top Atlantic City executives died in a helicopter accident, which both stymied and delayed the planned opening of the Taj Mahal.[132] The Taj finally opened in April 1990, and was built at a total cost of $1.1 billion, which at the time made it the most expensive casino ever.[133][134] Financed with $675 million in junk bonds,[135] it was a major gamble by Trump.[136] The project underwent debt restructuring the following year,[137] leaving Trump with 50% ownership.[138] He also sold his 282-foot (86 m) megayacht, the Trump Princess, which had been indefinitely docked in Atlantic City while leased to his casinos for use by wealthy gamblers.[139][140]

Trump founded Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts (THCR) in 1995, which assumed ownership of Trump Plaza, Trump Castle, and the Trump Casino in Gary, Indiana.[141] THCR purchased Taj Mahal in 1996, and underwent bankruptcy restructuring in 2004 and 2009, leaving Trump with 10% ownership in the Trump Taj Mahal and other Trump casino properties.[142] He served as chairman of the publicly-traded THCR organization, which was renamed Trump Entertainment Resorts, from mid-1995 until early 2009, and served as CEO from mid-2000 to mid-2005.[143]

During the 1990s, Trump's casino ventures faced competition from Native American gaming at the Foxwoods casino located on an Indian reservation in Connecticut (where it was exempt from the state's anti-gambling laws). Trump stated in 1993 that the casino owners did not look like real Indians to him or to other Indians.[144][145] Subsequent to that well-publicized remark about the Mashantucket Pequot Tribe, Trump became a key investor backing the Paucatuck Eastern Pequots who were also seeking state recognition.[146]
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 Golf courses




The Trump Organization operates many golf courses and resorts in the United States and around the world. According to Golfweek, Trump owns or manages about 18 golf courses.[147] His personal financial disclosure with the Federal Elections Commission stated that his golf and resort revenue for the year 2015 was roughly $382 million,[74][84] while his three European golf courses did not show a profit.[86]

In 2006, Trump bought 1,400 acres (570 ha) including the Menie Estate[image: External link] in Balmedie, Aberdeenshire, Scotland and created a golf resort there.[148] Scottish supporters emphasized potential economic benefits, and opponents emphasized potential environmental harm to a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).[149][150][151] A spokesperson for the golf course has said 95% of the SSSI is untouched.[152] A 2011 independent documentary, You've Been Trumped, chronicled the golf resort's construction and struggles.[153] In 2015, an offshore windfarm being built within sight of the golf course prompted a legal challenge by Trump, which was dismissed by the U.K. Supreme Court.[154] In the wake of the 2008 recession, Trump greatly scaled back development of this property, and as of December 2016 Scottish officials were pushing for completion of the far larger development as originally approved.[155]

In April 2014, Trump purchased the Turnberry[image: External link] hotel and golf resort in Ayrshire, Scotland, which hosted the Open Championship four times between 1977 and 2009.[156][157] After extensive renovations and a remodeling of the course by golf architect Martin Ebert, Turnberry was re-opened in June 2016.[158]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Hotel outside New York




In the late 2000s and early 2010s, The Trump Organization expanded its footprint in the United States beyond New York and into a few other countries, with the co-development and management of hotel towers[image: External link] in Chicago, Las Vegas, Washington D.C., Panama City, Toronto, and Vancouver. There are also Trump-branded buildings in Dubai, Honolulu, Istanbul, Manila, Mumbai and in Indonesia.[159]
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 Branding and licensing




Main article: List of things named after Donald Trump


Trump has marketed his name on a large number of building projects that are owned and operated by other people and companies, as well as licensing his name for various commercial products and services. In doing so, he achieved mixed success for himself, his partners, and investors in the projects.[160] In 2011, Forbes' financial experts estimated the value of the Trump brand at $200 million. Trump disputed this valuation, saying his brand was worth about $3 billion.[161]
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 Legal affairs and bankruptcies




Main article: Legal affairs of Donald Trump


As of 2016, Trump and his businesses had been involved in more than 3,500 state and federal legal actions. He or one of his companies was the plaintiff in 1,900 cases and the defendant in 1,450. With Trump or his company as plaintiff, more than half the cases have been against gamblers at his casinos who had failed to pay off their debts. With Trump or his company as a defendant, the most common type of case involved personal injury cases at his hotels. In cases where there was a clear resolution, Trump's side won 451 times and lost 38.[162][163]

Trump has never filed for personal bankruptcy, but his hotel and casino businesses have been declared bankrupt six times between 1991 and 2009 in order to re-negotiate debt with banks and owners of stock and bonds.[164][165] Because the businesses used Chapter 11 bankruptcy, they were allowed to operate while negotiations proceeded. Trump was quoted by Newsweek in 2011 saying, "I do play with the bankruptcy laws – they're very good for me" as a tool for trimming debt.[166][167]

The six bankruptcies were the result of over-leveraged hotel and casino businesses in Atlantic City and New York: Trump Taj Mahal (1991), Trump Plaza Hotel and Casino (1992), Plaza Hotel (1992), Trump Castle Hotel and Casino (1992), Trump Hotels and Casino Resorts (2004), and Trump Entertainment Resorts (2009).[168][169] Trump said, "I've used the laws of this country to pare debt ... We'll have the company. We'll throw it into a chapter. We'll negotiate with the banks. We'll make a fantastic deal. You know, it's like on The Apprentice. It's not personal. It's just business."[137]

A 2016 analysis of Trump's business career by The Economist concluded that his "... performance [from 1985 to 2016] has been mediocre compared with the stock market and property in New York", noting both his successes and bankruptcies.[170] A subsequent analysis by The Washington Post concluded that "Trump is a mix of braggadocio, business failures, and real success", calling his casino bankruptcies the "most infamous flop" of his business career.[171]
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 Side ventures




After Trump took charge of the family real estate firm in 1971 and renamed it The Trump Organization, he not only greatly expanded its real estate operations, but also ventured into numerous other business activities. The company eventually became the umbrella organization for several hundred individual business ventures and partnerships.[172]
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 Sports events




In September 1983, Trump purchased the New Jersey Generals—an American Football team that played in the United States Football League—from oil magnate J. Walter Duncan. The USFL played three seasons during the spring and summer. After the 1985 season, the organization folded due to continuous financial difficulties, despite winning an antitrust lawsuit against the NFL[image: External link].[173]

Trump remained involved with other sports after the Generals folded, operating golf courses in several countries.[173] He also hosted several boxing matches in Atlantic City at the Trump Plaza, including Mike Tyson's 1988 heavyweight championship fight[image: External link] against Michael Spinks[image: External link], and at one time acted as a financial advisor to Tyson.[173][174][175] In 1989 and 1990, Trump lent his name to the Tour de Trump cycling stage race, which was an attempt to create an American equivalent of European races such as the Tour de France[image: External link] or the Giro d'Italia[image: External link].
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 Miss Universe




Main articles: Miss Universe, Miss USA, and Miss Teen USA


From 1996 to 2015, Trump owned part or all of the Miss Universe pageants, which were founded in 1952.[176][177] The Miss Universe Pageants include Miss USA and Miss Teen USA, and his management of this business involved his family members; for example, daughter Ivanka once hosted Miss Teen USA. Trump hired the first female president of the Miss Universe business in 1997.[178] He became dissatisfied with how CBS scheduled the pageants, and took both Miss Universe and Miss USA to NBC in 2002.[179][180]

In 2015, after Trump made statements about illegal immigrants from Mexico in his U.S. presidential campaign kickoff speech, NBC decided to end its business relationship with him and stated that it would no longer air the Miss Universe or Miss USA pageants on its networks.[181] In September 2015, Trump bought NBC's share of the Miss Universe Organization, becoming its sole owner for three days, then sold the entire company to the WME/IMG talent agency.[182]
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 Trump University




Trump University LLC was a for-profit education company founded by Trump and his associates, Michael Sexton and Jonathan Spitalny, that ran a real estate training program, charging between $1,500 and $35,000 per course.[183][184][185] In 2005 the operation was notified by New York State authorities that its use of the word "university" was misleading and violated state law. After a second such notification in 2010, the name of the company was changed to the "Trump Entrepreneurial Institute".[186] Trump was also found personally liable for failing to obtain a business license for the operation.[187]

In 2013, the State of New York filed a $40 million civil suit alleging that Trump University made false statements and defrauded consumers.[186][188] In addition, two class-action civil lawsuits were filed in federal court relating to Trump University; they named Trump personally as well as his companies.[189] During the presidential campaign, Trump criticized Judge Gonzalo P. Curiel who oversaw those two cases, alleging bias in his rulings because of his Mexican heritage.[190][191] Shortly after Trump won the presidency, the parties agreed to a settlement of all three pending cases, whereby Trump paid a total of $25 million and denied any wrongdoing.[192][193]
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 Foundation




Main article: Donald J. Trump Foundation


The Donald J. Trump Foundation is a U.S.-based private foundation[194] established in 1988 for the initial purpose of giving away proceeds from the book Trump: The Art of the Deal by Trump and Tony Schwartz.[195][196] The foundation's funds have mostly come from donors other than Trump,[197] who has not given personally to the charity since 2008.[197]

The foundation's tax returns show that it has given to health care and sports-related charities, as well as conservative groups.[198] In 2009, for example, the foundation gave $926,750 to about 40 groups, with the biggest donations going to the Arnold Palmer Medical Center Foundation[image: External link] ($100,000), the New York–Presbyterian Hospital ($125,000), the Police Athletic League ($156,000), and the Clinton Foundation ($100,000).[199][200] From 2004 to 2014, the top donors to the foundation were Vince and Linda McMahon of WWE, who donated $5 million to the foundation after Trump appeared at WrestleMania in 2007.[197] Linda McMahon later became Administrator of the Small Business Administration.[201]

In 2016, investigations by The Washington Post uncovered several potential legal and ethical violations conducted by the charity, including alleged self-dealing and possible tax evasion.[202] After beginning an investigation into the foundation, the New York State Attorney General's office notified the Trump Foundation that it was allegedly in violation of New York laws regarding charities, and ordered it to immediately cease its fundraising activities in New York.[203][204][205] A Trump spokesman called the investigation a "partisan hit job".[203] In response to mounting complaints, Trump's team announced in late December 2016 that the Trump Foundation would be dissolved to remove "even the appearance of any conflict with [his] role as President."[206]
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 Resignation




When Trump was elected president in November 2016, questions arose over how he would avoid conflicts of interest between his work in the White House and his business activities. At a press conference on January 10, 2017, Trump said that he and his daughter Ivanka would resign all roles with The Trump Organization, while his two adult sons Don Jr. and Eric would run the business, together with Chief Financial Officer Allen Weisselberg.[207]

Trump retained his financial stake in the business.[208] His attorney Sherri Dillon said that before the January 20 inauguration, Trump would put those business assets into a trust, which would hire an ethics advisor and a compliance counsel. She added that The Trump Organization would not enter any new foreign business deals, while continuing to pursue domestic opportunities.[209] As of April 2017, Trump companies owned more than 400 condo units and home lots in the United States, valued at over $250 million in total ($200,000 to $35 million each).[210]
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 Media career
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 The Apprentice




Main articles: The Apprentice (U.S. TV series) and The Apprentice (TV series)[image: External link]


In 2003, Trump became the executive producer and host of the NBC reality show The Apprentice, in which a group of competitors battled for a high-level management job in one of Trump's commercial enterprises. Contestants were successively "fired" and eliminated from the game. For the first year of the show, Trump earned $50,000 per episode (roughly $700,000 for the first season), but following the show's initial success, he was paid $1 million per episode.[211] In a July 2015 press release, Trump's campaign manager said that NBCUniversal had paid him $213,606,575 for his 14 seasons hosting the show,[75] although the network did not verify the statement.[212] In 2007, Trump received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame for his contribution to television on The Apprentice.[160][213]

Along with British TV producer Mark Burnett, Trump was hired as host of The Celebrity Apprentice, in which celebrities compete to win money for their charities. While Trump and Burnett co-produced the show, Trump stayed in the forefront, deciding winners and "firing" losers. International versions of The Apprentice franchise[image: External link] were co-produced by Burnett and Trump.

On February 16, 2015, NBC announced that they would be renewing The Apprentice for a 15th season.[214] On February 27, Trump stated that he was "not ready" to sign on for another season because of the possibility of a presidential run.[215] Despite this, on March 18, NBC announced they were going ahead with production.[216] On June 29, after widespread negative reaction stemming from Trump's campaign announcement speech, NBC released a statement saying, "Due to the recent derogatory statements by Donald Trump regarding immigrants, NBCUniversal is ending its business relationship with Mr. Trump."[217]

After Trump's election campaign and presidential win led to his departure from the program, actor and former California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger replaced Trump as host for the fifteenth season.[218] Trump is still credited as an executive producer for the show.[219]
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 Professional wrestling




Trump is a World Wrestling Entertainment fan and a friend of WWE chairman Vince McMahon. In 1988–89 Trump hosted WrestleMania IV and V at Boardwalk Hall (dubbed "Trump Plaza" for storyline purposes) and has been an active participant in several of the shows.[220] He also appeared in WrestleMania VII, and was interviewed ringside at WrestleMania XX.[221]

Trump appeared at WrestleMania 23 in a match called "The Battle of the Billionaires".[220] He was in Bobby Lashley's corner, while Vince McMahon was in the corner of Lashley's opponent Umaga, with Stone Cold Steve Austin as the special guest referee.[220] The terms of the match were that either Trump or McMahon would have their head shaved if their competitor lost.[220] Lashley won the match, and so McMahon was shaved bald.[220]

On June 15, 2009, McMahon announced as part of a storyline on Monday Night Raw that he had "sold" the show to Trump.[220] Appearing on screen, Trump declared that he would be at the following commercial-free episode in person and would give a full refund to the people who purchased tickets to the arena for that night's show.[220] McMahon "bought back" Raw the following week for twice the price.[220]

In 2013, Trump was inducted into the celebrity wing of the WWE Hall of Fame at Madison Square Garden for his contributions to the promotion. He made his sixth WrestleMania appearance the following night at WrestleMania 29.[222]
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 Acting and public image




Main articles: Filmography of Donald Trump, Donald Trump in popular culture, and Donald Trump in music


Trump has twice been nominated for an Emmy Award and has made cameo appearances in 12 films and 14 television series.[223] He has also played an oil tycoon in The Little Rascals,[224] and had a singing role at the 58th Primetime Emmy Awards in 2006.[225] Trump is a member of the Screen Actors Guild and receives an annual pension of more than $110,000.[226][227] Trump has been the subject of comedians, flash cartoon artists, and online caricature artists. Starting in the 1990s, he was a guest about 24 times on the nationally syndicated Howard Stern Show on talk radio.[228] Trump also had his own daily talk radio program called Trumped!, from 2004 to 2008.[229][230][231] Since the 1980s, Trump's wealth and lifestyle have been a fixture of hip hop lyrics,[232] his name being quoted by more than 50 artists.[233]
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 Political career up to 2015
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 Early involvement in politics




Trump first vaguely expressed interest in running for office in 1987, when he spent almost $100,000 to place full-page advertisements in several newspapers. In his view at that time, "America should stop paying to defend countries that can afford to defend themselves",[234] and "should present Western Europe and Japan with a bill for America's efforts to safeguard the passage of oil tankers in the Persian Gulf."[235] As of December 1988, Trump was the tenth most admired person in America according to a Gallup poll.[236][237]

Trump considered running for president in 1988, 2000, 2004[image: External link], and 2012[image: External link], and for Governor of New York in 2006 and 2014, but aside from 2000 did not enter any of those races.[238][239] In February 2009, Trump appeared on the Late Show with David Letterman, and spoke about the automotive industry crisis of 2008–10. He said that "instead of asking for money", General Motors[image: External link] "should go into bankruptcy and work that stuff out in a deal."[240]

Trump publicly speculated about seeking the 2012[image: External link] Republican presidential nomination, and a Wall Street Journal / NBC News poll released in March 2011 found Trump leading among potential contenders; he was one point ahead of former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney.[241] A Newsweek poll conducted in February 2011 showed Trump within a few points of incumbent president Barack Obama, with many voters undecided in the November 2012 general election for president of the United States.[242] A poll released in April 2011 by Public Policy Polling showed Trump having a nine-point lead in a potential contest for the Republican nomination for president while he was still actively considering a run.[243][244] His moves were interpreted by some media as possible promotional tools for his reality show The Apprentice.[245][246][247]

Trump played a leading role in "birther" conspiracy theories that had been circulating since President Obama's 2008 presidential campaign.[248][249] Beginning in March 2011, Trump publicly questioned Obama's citizenship and eligibility to serve as President.[250][251][252] Although the Obama campaign had released a copy of the short-form birth certificate in 2008,[253] Trump demanded to see the original "long-form" certificate.[250] He mentioned having sent investigators to Hawaii to research the question, but he did not follow up with any findings.[250] He also repeated a debunked allegation that Obama's grandmother said she had witnessed his birth in Kenya.[254][255] When the White House later released Obama's long-form birth certificate,[256] Trump took credit for obtaining the document, saying "I hope it checks out."[257] His official biography mentions his purported role in forcing Obama's hand,[258] and he has defended his pursuit of the issue when prompted, later saying that his promotion of the conspiracy made him "very popular".[259] In 2011, Trump had called for Obama to release his student records, questioning whether his grades warranted entry into an Ivy League school.[260] When asked in 2015 whether he believed Obama was born in the United States, Trump said he did not want to discuss the matter further.[261][262] In September 2016, Trump publicly acknowledged that Obama was born in the U.S., and said that the rumors had been started by Hillary Clinton during her 2008 presidential campaign.[251][263][264]

Trump made his first speaking appearance at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in February 2011. His appearance at CPAC was organized by GOProud, an LGBT conservative organization, in conjunction with GOProud supporter Roger Stone, who was close with Trump. GOProud pushed for a write-in campaign for Trump at CPAC's presidential straw poll. The 2011 CPAC speech Trump gave is credited for helping kick-start his political career within the Republican Party[image: External link].[265][266]

In the 2012 Republican primaries[image: External link], Trump generally had polled at or below 17 percent among the crowded field of possible candidates.[267] On May 16, 2011, Trump announced he would not run for president in the 2012 election, while also saying he would have become the President of the United States, had he run.[245]

In 2013, Trump was a featured speaker at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC).[268] During the lightly attended early-morning speech, Trump spoke out against illegal immigration, then-President Obama's "unprecedented media protection", and advised against harming Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security.[269][270]

Additionally, Trump spent over $1 million in 2013 to research a possible run for president of the United States.[271] In October 2013, New York Republicans circulated a memo suggesting Trump should run for governor of the state in 2014 against Andrew Cuomo. In response to the memo, Trump said that while New York had problems and that its taxes were too high, running for governor was not of great interest to him.[272] In January 2014, Trump made statements denying climate change that were discordant with the opinion of the scientific community.[273] A February 2014 Quinnipiac poll had shown Trump losing to the more popular Cuomo by 37 points in a hypothetical election.[274] In February 2015, Trump told NBC that he was not prepared to sign on for another season of The Apprentice, as he mulled his political future.[275]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Political affiliations




Trump's political party affiliation has changed numerous times over the years. Trump was a Democrat prior to 1987.[276] In 1987, Trump registered as a Republican in Manhattan.[277]

In 1999, Trump switched to the Reform Party and ran a presidential exploratory campaign for its nomination. After his run, Trump left the party in 2001, ostensibly due to the involvement of David Duke, Pat Buchanan, and Lenora Fulani.[278]

From 2001 to 2008, Trump identified as a Democrat, but in 2008, he endorsed Republican John McCain for President. In 2009, he officially changed his party registration to Republican.[279] In December 2011, Trump became an independent for five months before returning to the Republican Party, where he later pledged to stay.[280][281]

Trump has made contributions to campaigns of both Republican Party and Democratic Party candidates, with the top ten recipients of his political contributions being six Democrats and four Republicans.[282] After 2011, his campaign contributions were more favorable to Republicans than to Democrats.[283] In February 2012, Trump openly endorsed Republican Mitt Romney for President.[284] When asked in 2015 which recent president he prefers, Trump picked Democrat Bill Clinton over the Republican Bushes[image: External link].[285][286]

According to a New York state report, Trump circumvented corporate and personal campaign donation limits in the 1980s—although no laws were broken—by donating money to candidates from 18 different business subsidiaries, rather than donating primarily in his own name.[287][288] Trump told investigators he did so on the advice of his lawyers. He also said the contributions were not to gain favor with business-friendly candidates, but simply to satisfy requests from friends.[287][289]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2000 presidential campaign




Main article: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2000


In 1999, Trump filed an exploratory committee to seek the presidential nomination of the Reform Party[image: External link] in 2000.[278][290] A July 1999 poll matching him against likely Republican nominee George W. Bush and likely Democratic nominee Al Gore showed Trump with seven percent support.[291] Trump eventually dropped out of the race due to party infighting, but still won the party's California and Michigan primaries after doing so.[292][293][294]
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 2016 presidential campaign




Main article: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016


On June 16, 2015, Trump announced his candidacy for President of the United States at Trump Tower in Manhattan. In the speech, Trump drew attention to domestic issues such as illegal immigration, offshoring of American jobs, the U.S. national debt[image: External link], and Islamic terrorism, which all remained large priorities during the campaign. He also announced his campaign slogan, "Make America Great Again".[295]

In his campaign, Trump said that he disdained political correctness; he also stated that the media had intentionally misinterpreted his words, and he made other claims of adverse media bias.[296][297][298] In part due to his fame, Trump received an unprecedented amount of free media coverage during his run for the presidency, which elevated his standing in the Republican primaries.[299]

Republican leaders such as House Speaker Paul Ryan were hesitant to support him during his early quest for the presidency. They doubted his chances of winning the general election[image: External link] and feared that he could harm the image of the Republican Party.[300][301]

The alt-right movement coalesced around Trump's candidacy,[302] due in part to its opposition to multiculturalism and immigration.[303][304] The connection of this group to the Trump campaign is controversial; writers such as Jon Ronson have suggested that the link between Trump and right-wing figures such as Alex Jones and Roger Stone is a marriage of convenience.[305]

During the campaign, Trump was accused of pandering to white nationalists,[306] especially in his initial refusal to condemn the support of David Duke, a former Imperial Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan, in a CNN interview with Jake Tapper. He had previously criticized Duke in 1991, disavowed the 2000 Reform Party due to the support of Duke and others, and condemned Duke on the campaign trail both before and after the interview.[307] In August, he appointed Steve Bannon—the executive chairman of Breitbart News—as his campaign CEO; the website was described by Bannon as "the platform for the alt-right."[308] However, Bannon later told the Wall Street Journal that he was an "economic nationalist" but not "a supporter of ethno-nationalism."[309]

Some rallies during the primary season were accompanied by protests or violence, including attacks on Trump supporters and vice-versa both inside and outside the venues.[310][311][312]
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 Campaign rhetoric




Fact-checking organizations have denounced Trump for making a record number of false statements compared to other candidates.[313][314][315] At least four major publications – Politico, The Washington Post, The New York Times, and the Los Angeles Times – have pointed out lies or falsehoods in his campaign statements.[316] NPR said that Trump's campaign statements were often opaque or suggestive.[317] Lucas Graves, an assistant professor of journalism and mass communication at the University of Wisconsin–Madison,[318] opined that Trump "often speaks in a suggestive way that makes it unclear what exactly he meant, so that fact-checkers "have to be really careful" when picking claims to check, "to pick things that reflect what the speaker was clearly trying to communicate."[319]

Trump's penchant for hyperbole is believed to have roots in the New York real estate scene, where Trump established his wealth and where puffery abounds.[320] Trump has called his public speaking style "truthful hyperbole", an effective political tactic which may however backfire for overpromising.[320] Martin Medhurst, a Baylor University professor of communication and political science, analyzed Trump's frequently used rhetorical devices, such as catchy slogans, hyperbole, insinuations and preterition.[321]
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 Financial disclosures




Further information: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016 § Refusal to release tax returns[image: External link]


As required of all presidential candidates by FEC regulations, Trump published a 92-page financial disclosure form that listed all his assets, liabilities, income sources and hundreds of business positions,[74] but he declined to release his tax returns,[322] contrary to usual practice by every presidential candidate since Gerald Ford in 1976.[323] Trump's refusal led to speculation that he was hiding something,[324] although there is no law that requires presidential candidates to release their returns.[325]

Trump explained that his tax returns are being audited and his lawyers advise against releasing them.[326][327] However, no law prohibits release of tax returns during an audit.[328] Tax attorneys differ about whether such a release is wise legal strategy.[329] Trump has told the news media that his tax rate was "none of your business", but added, "I fight very hard to pay as little tax as possible."[330][331][332]

On October 1, 2016, three pages of Trump's 1995 tax return were leaked to a reporter from The New York Times, who said she received the documents in her Times mailbox. Each of the three pages is one page from Trump's state filings in Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey. They show that using allowed deductions for losses, Trump claimed a loss of $916 million that year. During the second presidential debate, Trump acknowledged using the deduction, but declined to provide details such as the specific years it was applied.[333] When asked if he used the tax code to avoid paying taxes, he said, "Of course I did. Of course I did." He then went on to say he paid "hundreds of millions of dollars in taxes", calling it a "simple" thing. "I pay tax, and I pay federal tax, too", he said.[334][335][336]

On March 14, 2017, the first two pages of Trump's 2005 federal income tax returns were leaked to MSNBC's Rachel Maddow, who unveiled them on her show. The two pages showed that Trump paid $38 million in federal taxes and had a gross adjusted income of $150 million.[337][338] The White House confirmed the authenticity of the 2005 documents and stated: "Despite this substantial income figure and tax paid, it is totally illegal to steal and publish tax returns."[337][338]
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 Republican primaries




Main article: Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016


Trump entered a field of 16 candidates who were vying for the 2016 Republican nomination; this was the largest presidential field in American history.[339] Trump participated in eleven of the twelve Republican debates, skipping only the seventh debate on January 28 (that was the last debate before primary voting began on February 1). The debates received historically high television ratings, which increased the visibility of Trump's campaign.[340]

By early 2016, the race had mostly centered on Trump and U.S. Senator Ted Cruz.[341] On Super Tuesday[image: External link], Trump won the plurality of the vote and remained the front-runner throughout the remainder of the primaries. By March 2016, Trump became poised to win the Republican nomination.[342] After a landslide win in Indiana on May 3, 2016, which prompted the remaining candidates Ted Cruz and John Kasich to suspend their presidential campaigns, RNC Chairman Reince Priebus declared Trump the presumptive Republican nominee.[343] With nearly 14 million votes, Trump broke the all-time record for winning the most primary votes in the history of the Republican Party. He also set the record for the largest number of votes against the front runner.[344]
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 General election campaign




Main article: United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]


After becoming the presumptive Republican nominee, Trump's focus shifted to the general election[image: External link], urging remaining primary voters to "save [their] vote for the general election."[345] Trump began campaigning against Hillary Clinton, who became the presumptive Democratic[image: External link] nominee on June 6, 2016, and continued to campaign across the country.

Clinton had established a significant lead in national polls over Trump throughout most of 2016. In early July, Clinton's lead narrowed in national polling averages following the FBI's re-opening of its investigation into her ongoing email controversy.[346][347][348]

On July 15, 2016, Trump announced his selection of Indiana Governor Mike Pence as his running mate.[349] Trump and Pence were officially nominated by the Republican Party on July 19, 2016, at the Republican National Convention.[350] The list of convention speakers and attendees included former presidential nominee Bob Dole, but the other prior nominees did not attend.[351][352]

Two days later, Trump officially accepted the nomination in a 76-minute speech inspired by Richard Nixon's 1968 acceptance speech.[353] The historically long speech was watched by nearly 35 million people and received mixed reviews, with net negative viewer reactions according to CNN and Gallup polls.[354][355][356]

On September 26, 2016, Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton faced off in the first presidential debate[image: External link] at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York. Lester Holt, an anchor with NBC News, was the moderator.[357] This was the most watched presidential debate in United States history.[358] The second presidential debate[image: External link] was held at Washington University in Saint Louis, Missouri. The beginning narrative of that debate was dominated by a leaked tape of Trump making lewd comments, and counter-accusations by Trump of sexual misconduct by Bill Clinton. Trump had invited four women who had accused Clinton of impropriety to a press conference prior to the debate. The final presidential debate[image: External link] was held at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas on October 19. Trump's refusal to say whether he would accept the result of the election, regardless of the outcome, drew particular press attention.[359][360]
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Main article: Political positions of Donald Trump


Trump's campaign platform emphasized renegotiating U.S.–China relations[image: External link] and free trade agreements such as NAFTA and the Trans-Pacific Partnership, strongly enforcing immigration laws, and building a new wall along the U.S.–Mexico border. His other campaign positions included pursuing energy independence while opposing climate change regulations such as the Clean Power Plan and the Paris Agreement, modernizing and expediting services for veterans, repealing and replacing the Affordable Care Act, abolishing Common Core education standards, investing in infrastructure, simplifying the tax code while reducing taxes for all economic classes, and imposing tariffs on imports by companies that offshore jobs. During the campaign, he also advocated a largely non-interventionist approach to foreign policy[image: External link] while increasing military spending, extreme vetting of immigrants from Muslim-majority countries to pre-empt domestic Islamic terrorism, and aggressive military action against Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIL, also known as ISIS or IS).

Media have described Trump's political positions as "populist",[361][362] and some of his views cross party lines. For example, his economic campaign plan calls for large reductions in income taxes[image: External link] and deregulation,[363] consistent with Republican Party policies, along with significant infrastructure investment,[364] usually considered a liberal (Democratic Party) policy.[365][366] According to political writer Jack Shafer[image: External link], Trump may be a "fairly conventional American populist when it comes to his policy views", but he attracts free media attention, sometimes by making outrageous comments.[367][368]

Trump has supported or leaned toward varying political positions over time.[369][370][371] Politico has described his positions as "eclectic, improvisational and often contradictory",[371] while NBC News counted "141 distinct shifts on 23 major issues" during his campaign.[372]
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Main article: Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections


In January 2017, American intelligence agencies – the CIA, FBI and NSA, represented by the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] – jointly stated with "high confidence[image: External link]" that the Russian government attempted to intervene in the 2016 presidential election to favor the election of Trump.[373] In testimony to the Senate Intelligence Committee on June 8, former FBI Director James Comey affirmed he has "no doubt" that Russia interfered in the 2016 election, adding "they did it with purpose and sophistication".[374][375]

As of May 2017, Trump believed investigation of Russian interference in the U.S. election to be pursuit of a false narrative. He tweeted it is the "single greatest witch hunt of a politician in American history!"[376] Russian president Vladimir Putin echoed Trump's opinion, saying that Democrats cling to this fictitious explanation to avoid confronting their election loss.[377]
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Main article: Links between Trump associates and Russian officials


There has been intensive media scrutiny of Trump's relationship to Russia.[378][379] During the campaign, Trump repeatedly praised Russian president Vladimir Putin as a strong leader.[380][381] One of his campaign managers, Paul Manafort, had worked for several years to help pro-Russian politician Viktor Yanukovich win the Ukrainian presidency.[382] Other Trump associates, including former National Security Advisor Michael T. Flynn[image: External link] and political consultant Roger Stone, have been connected to Russian officials.[383][384] Russian agents were overheard during the campaign saying they could use Manafort and Flynn to influence Trump.[385]

Members of Trump's campaign and later his White House staff, particularly Flynn, were in contact with Russian officials both before and after the November election.[386] In a December 29, 2016 conversation, Flynn and Kislyak discussed the recently imposed sanctions against Russia; Trump later fired Flynn for falsely claiming he had not discussed the sanctions.[387]

In March 2017, FBI Director[image: External link] James Comey told Congress that "the FBI, as part of our counterintelligence mission, is investigating the Russian government's efforts to interfere in the 2016 presidential election. That includes investigating the nature of any links between individuals associated with the Trump campaign and the Russian government, and whether there was any coordination between the campaign and Russia’s efforts.”[388]

In 2017, Trump and other senior White House officials asked the Director of National Intelligence, the NSA director, the FBI director, and two chairs of congressional committees to publicly dispute the news reports about contacts between Trump associates and Russia.[389]
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Main articles: Donald Trump and Billy Bush recording and Donald Trump sexual misconduct allegations


Two days before the second presidential debate[image: External link], a 2005 recording surfaced in which Trump was heard bragging about forcibly kissing and groping women.[390][391][392] The hot mic recording was captured on a studio bus in which Trump and Billy Bush were preparing to film an episode of Access Hollywood. "I just start kissing them," Trump said, "I don't even wait. And when you're a star, they let you do it, you can do anything ... grab them by the pussy."[393] During the recording, Trump also spoke of his efforts to seduce a married woman, saying he "moved on her very heavily."[393] These statements were recorded several months after Trump married his third and current wife, Melania, who was pregnant at the time.[393][394]

Trump's language on the tape was described by the media as "vulgar", "sexist", and descriptive of sexual assault. The incident prompted him to make his first public apology during the campaign,[395][396] and caused outrage across the political spectrum,[397][398] with many Republicans withdrawing their endorsements of his candidacy and some urging him to quit the race.[399] A number of Trump supporters worldwide also withdrew their support following release of the tape, including many Conservatives in Britain.[400] Subsequently, at least 15 women[401] came forward with new accusations of sexual misconduct, including unwanted kissing and groping, resulting in widespread media coverage.[402][403]

Trump and his campaign have denied all of the sexual misconduct accusations, which Trump has called "false smears", and alleged a conspiracy against him.[404][405][406] In his two public statements in response to the controversy, Trump responded[image: External link] by alleging that Bill Clinton, former President of the United States and husband of Trump's Democratic rival Hillary Clinton, had "abused women" and that Hillary had bullied her husband's victims.[407]
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Main article: United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]


On Election Day, November 8, 2016, Trump received 306 electoral votes[image: External link] to Clinton's 232 votes. The counts were later adjusted to 304 and 227 respectively, after defections on both sides, formalizing Trump's election to the presidency.[408] In the early hours of November 9, Clinton called Trump to concede the election. Trump then delivered his victory speech before hundreds of supporters in the New York Hilton hotel. The speech was in contrast with some of his previous rhetoric, with Trump promising to heal the division caused by the election, thanking Clinton for her service to the country, and promising to be a president to all Americans.[409][410]

Trump received a smaller share of the popular vote than Clinton, making him the fifth person to be elected president after losing the popular vote. Records on this matter date from the year 1824.[411][nb 1] Clinton finished ahead by 2.86 million votes or 2.1 percentage points, 48.04% to 46.09%, with neither candidate reaching a majority nationwide.[414][415]

Trump's victory was considered a stunning political upset, as polls consistently showed Hillary Clinton leading nationwide (where she did win) and in most battleground states, while Trump's support had been underestimated throughout his campaign.[416] The errors in some state polls were later partially attributed to pollsters overestimating Clinton's support among well-educated and nonwhite voters, while underestimating Trump's support among white working-class voters.[417] Trump won the perennial swing states of Florida[image: External link], Iowa and Ohio, and flipped Clinton's "blue wall" states of Michigan[image: External link], Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, which had been Democratic strongholds since the 1990s. Trump's victory marked the return of a Republican White House combined with control of both chambers of Congress, as was the case during parts of George W. Bush's presidency from 2003 to 2007.

Trump became the first president without prior governmental or military experience.[418][419][420] Of the 43[nb 2] previous presidents, 38 had held prior elective office; two had not held elective office but had served in the Cabinet; and three had never held public office but had been commanding generals.[420] He lost his home state of New York, becoming the fourth candidate to win the presidency without his home state. The others were James Polk (Tennessee) in 1844, Woodrow Wilson (New Jersey) in 1916, and Richard Nixon (New York) in 1968[image: External link].[422]
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Main article: Protests against Donald Trump


Trump's victory sparked protests across the United States. Trump opponents took to the streets to amplify their opposition to Trump's views and denounce his inflammatory statements. Some argued that Clinton's popular vote victory meant Trump was not the democratically elected president and should be considered illegitimate.[423] Trump initially said on Twitter that the protests consisted of "professional protesters, incited by the media", and were "unfair", but he later stated that he loves their passion for the country.[424][425] In contrast, after Obama's re-election in 2012, Trump had tweeted "We can't let this happen. We should march on Washington and stop this travesty. Our nation is totally divided!"[426]

On the Saturday following Trump's inauguration there were massive demonstrations protesting Trump in the United States and worldwide, with approximately 2,600,000 taking part in Women's Marches worldwide.[427] The most notable of these marches was the Women's March on Washington (in Washington, D.C.), where over 500,000 people marched in opposition to Trump.[428] This was more than three times the number of people who were at Trump's inaugural speech, according to crowd scientists at the Manchester Metropolitan University.[429]
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	Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Donald Trump
	14,015,993 votes

1,441 delegates

(41 contests)
	Votes: 44.9%

Delegates: 58.3%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Ted Cruz
	7,822,100 votes

551 delegates

(11 contests)
	Votes: 25.1%

Delegates: 22.3%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Marco Rubio
	3,515,576 votes

173 delegates

(3 contests)
	Votes: 11.3%

Delegates: 7%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	John Kasich
	4,290,448 votes

161 delegates

(1 contest)
	Votes: 13.8%

Delegates: 6.5%






	United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Donald Trump
	62,979,879 votes

304  electors[image: External link]

(30 states + ME-02[image: External link])
	Votes: 46.0%

Electors: 56.5%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	65,844,954 votes

227 electors

(20 states + DC)
	Votes: 48.1%

Electors: 42.2%
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Main article: Presidency of Donald Trump


For a chronological guide to this subject, see Timeline of the presidency of Donald Trump.
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Main article: Presidential transition of Donald Trump[image: External link]


On November 10, President-elect Trump had his first ever meeting with President Obama to discuss plans for a peaceful transition of power[image: External link]. The New York Times stated that "It was an extraordinary show of cordiality and respect between two men who have been political enemies and are stylistic opposites."[430] The BBC stated that "their antipathy was barely concealed" in "awkward photos" of the meeting.[431]
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 White House appointments




For a more comprehensive list, see Political appointments of Donald Trump[image: External link].

Trump's transition team was led by Chris Christie until November 11, 2016, when Vice President-elect Mike Pence took over.[432] Since then, Trump has chosen RNC chairman Reince Priebus as White House Chief of Staff[433] and businessman and media executive Steve Bannon as White House Chief Strategist.[434]
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 Cabinet-level nominations




Trump's cabinet nominations[image: External link] included Alabama Senator Jeff Sessions as Attorney General[image: External link],[435] financier Steve Mnuchin as Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link],[436] retired Marine Corps General James Mattis as Secretary of Defense[image: External link],[437] and ExxonMobil CEO Rex Tillerson as Secretary of State.[438] Trump also brought on board politicians who had opposed him during the presidential campaign, notably neurosurgeon Ben Carson as Secretary of Housing and Urban Development[image: External link],[439] and South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley as Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link],[440]

While most of Trump's nominees were approved by the GOP majority in the Senate, the confirmation of education reform activist Betsy DeVos as Secretary of Education[image: External link][441] required Vice President Pence to cast a rare tie-breaking vote.[442] Most cabinet members were unable to take office on Inauguration Day because of delays in the formal confirmation process[image: External link]. Part of the lateness was ascribed to delays in submitting background-check paperwork, part to obstructionism by Senate Democrats.[443] The last Cabinet member, Robert Lighthizer, took office as U.S. Trade Representative[image: External link] on May 11, 2017, more than four months after his nomination.[444]
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 Pre-inauguration events




On November 22, Trump outlined his plan for his first 100 days in office in a video posted on YouTube. The plan included the United States' withdrawal from the Trans-Pacific Partnership and asking the Department of Defense to develop a plan to protect the U.S. from cyber-attack.[445][446]

On December 7, Time named Trump as its "Person of the Year".[447] In an interview on The Today Show, he said he was honored by the award, but he took issue with the magazine for referring to him as the "President of the Divided States of America."[448][449] He also opposed Time's decision to change its "Man of the Year" title to "Person of the Year" in 1999, describing the action as too "politically correct".[450] On December 13 he was named Financial Times Person of the Year.[451] In December 2016, Forbes ranked Trump the second most powerful person in the world[image: External link], after Vladimir Putin and before Angela Merkel.[452]

Based on intelligence reports issued from October 2016 to January 2017, the Obama administration accused the Russian government of trying to influence the U.S. presidential election in favor of Trump, by supplying the DNC emails to WikiLeaks for publication.[453] Trump,[454] WikiLeaks[455] and Russian officials[456] have denied the allegations.
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Main article: First 100 days of Donald Trump's presidency


Trump's inauguration as the 45th President of the United States was held on Friday, January 20, 2017. In his first week as president, Trump signed six executive orders. His first order as president set out interim procedures in anticipation of repeal of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Obamacare). That same week, Trump withdrew the United States from the Trans-Pacific Partnership, re-instated the Mexico City Policy, reopened the Keystone XL and Dakota Access Pipeline construction projects and signed an executive order to begin planning, designing and constructing a new Mexico border wall and reinforce border security.[457]

On January 31, Trump nominated U.S. Appeals Court judge Neil Gorsuch to fill the vacancy left on the Supreme Court by the death of Justice Antonin Scalia.[458] The Senate confirmed the nomination on April 7, with a 54–45 vote.[459]
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Main articles: Executive Order 13769 and Executive Order 13780


On January 27, President Trump signed an executive order that suspended admission of refugees for 120 days and denied entry to citizens of Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria[image: External link], and Yemen for 90 days, citing security concerns about terrorism. The following day, thousands of protesters gathered at airports and other locations throughout the United States to protest the signing of the order and detainment of the foreign nationals.[460] Later, the administration seemed to reverse a portion of part of the order, effectively exempting visitors with a green card.[461][462] Two Iraqi nationals detained upon arrival filed a complaint.[463] Several federal judges issued rulings that curtailed parts of the immigration order, stopping the federal government from deporting visitors already affected.[462]

On March 6, 2017, Trump issued a revised executive order, that, among other differences with the original order, excluded Iraq, visa-holders, and permanent residents from the temporary suspension and did not differentiate Syrian refugees from refugees from other countries.[464]
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Main articles: Dismissal of James Comey and Comey memos


See also: Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections


On May 9, 2017, Trump dismissed FBI Director James Comey, attributing the action to recommendations from Attorney General[image: External link] Jeff Sessions and Deputy Attorney General[image: External link] Rod Rosenstein.[465] Rosenstein had written a memo criticizing Comey's conduct in the investigation about Hillary Clinton's emails[image: External link].[466] But Trump himself seemed to contradict the White House claim that he had acted because of the Clinton email issue identified by Rosenstein. On May 11 he stated, "When I decided to [fire Comey], I said to myself, I said, 'You know, this Russia thing with Trump and Russia is a made up story, it's an excuse by the Democrats for having lost an election that they should have won.'"[467][468] In the same interview he said he had intended all along to fire Comey, regardless of any recommendations.[469] Also on May 11, a White House spokesperson directly tied the dismissal to the Russian investigations, saying the White House believed firing Comey was a step toward letting that probe "come to its conclusion with integrity".[470] Multiple FBI insiders said they believe the real reason Comey was fired was because he had refused to end the investigation into Russian connections to the election, and in fact had intensified his involvement with the investigation, receiving daily instead of weekly briefings on its progress.[471]

According to memos written by Comey documenting his interactions with Trump, in February 2017 Trump said, “I hope you can see your way clear to letting this go, to letting Flynn go. He is a good guy. I hope you can let this go”, in relation to the FBI investigation into Michael Flynn[image: External link],[472][473][474][475][476][477] who was forced to resign as National Security Advisor after it was discovered that that he misled the Vice President about communications with a Russian ambassador.

In March 2017, Trump separately asked Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] Dan Coats and Director of the National Security Agency[image: External link] Michael S. Rogers to issue statements saying there was no evidence that his campaign colluded with Russia during the 2016 election, after Comey had informed the House Intelligence Committee that the FBI was investigating the possibility of collusion.[478][479] Both Coats and Rogers declined to issue the requested statement. They reportedly regarded Trump's request as extraordinary but not illegal. They believed it was more of a public relations request. They exchanged notes about the conversation, and Coats recorded a memo about it.[480]
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Trump's energy policy advocates domestic industrial support for both fossil and renewable energy sources in order to curb reliance on Middle-Eastern oil and possibly turn the U.S. into a net energy exporter.[481] His appointed advisers[image: External link] favor a less regulated energy market and, because they do not consider climate change a threat, see no need for immediate action.[482]
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Main article: Environmental policy under the Trump administration


Trump does not accept the scientific consensus on climate change.[483][484] In 2012, he said that global warming was a hoax invented by the Chinese, but later said that he was joking.[485][486] He has called the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) a "disgrace" and has threatened to cut its budget.[487] Trump pledged to eliminate the Clean Power Plan[488] and withdraw from the Paris Climate Agreement, which calls for reductions in carbon emissions in more than 170 countries.[489] After winning the presidency, Trump said he had an "open mind" towards the Paris agreement,[490] but on June 1, 2017, he announced that the United States would withdraw from the Paris agreement, making the United States one of only three nations, including Syria and Nicaragua, to do so.[491]
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Main article: Immigration policy of Donald Trump


Trump's immigration policies were intensely discussed during the campaign. Trump vowed to build a more substantial wall on the Mexico–United States border to keep out illegal immigrants, a wall which Trump promised Mexico would pay for.[492][493][494] He pledged to massively deport illegal immigrants residing in the United States,[495] and criticized birthright citizenship as it creates "anchor babies".[496] He said the focus of deportation would be criminals, those who have overstayed their visas, and other "security threats".[497]

Following the November 2015 Paris attacks, Trump made a controversial proposal to completely ban Muslim non-citizens from entering the United States until stronger vetting systems could be implemented.[498][499][500] Later in 2016 he stated that the ban would apply only to people originating from countries with a "proven history of terrorism against the United States or its allies", or countries "compromised by terrorism".[501][502][503]

In late January 2017, Trump issued an executive order banning the admission of immigrants from seven predominantly Muslim countries.[504] The order was imposed without warning and took effect immediately;[505] the measure caused chaos at many airports, with consecutive days of mass protest afflicting major airports in the United States.[506] Multiple legal challenges were filed against the order, and a federal court blocked its implementation.[505] In early March 2017, Trump issued a revised order into law, which excluded Iraq, gave specific exemptions for permanent residents, no priorities for religious minorities (e.g. Christian refugees) and a week was given to implement legislation.[464][505]
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Main article: Social policy of Donald Trump


Trump is conservative, describes himself as pro-life and generally opposes abortion; exceptions are made in cases of rape, incest, and circumstances endangering the health of the mother.[507] He has said that he is committed to appointing justices who would try to overturn the ruling in Roe v. Wade.[508] He personally supports "traditional marriage"[485] but considers the nationwide legality of same-sex marriage a "settled" issue.[508]

Trump supports a broad interpretation of the Second Amendment and says he is opposed to gun control in general,[509][510] although his views have shifted over time.[511] Trump opposes legalizing recreational marijuana but supports legalizing medical marijuana.[512] He favors capital punishment,[513][514] as well as the use of waterboarding.[515][516]
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 Health care




In 1999, Trump told Larry King Live that "I believe in universal healthcare."[517] Trump's 2000 book, The America We Deserve, argued strongly for a single-payer healthcare system based on the Canadian model,[518] and has voiced admiration for the Scottish National Health Service.[517][519][520]

However, Trump has repeatedly vowed to repeal and replace Obamacare.[521][522] In March 2016, Trump's campaign released a platform summary which included a variety of free-market health reforms including provisions to allow health insurance to be sold across state lines, enable individuals to deduct health insurance premiums, expand health savings accounts, and give more control of Medicaid to the states.[523][524]

Trump aims to streamline the Department of Veterans Affairs, getting rid of backlogs and waitlists, and upgrading relevant facilities.[525] On his first Monday in office, Trump issued a federal hiring freeze on the VA.[526]
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 Education




Trump has stated his support for school choice and local control for primary and secondary schools.[527] He opposes the Common Core State Standards Initiative for primary and secondary schools,[528] and has called Common Core "a disaster" that must be ended.[529] He has stated he would abolish all or part of the Department of Education[image: External link].[530]
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Main article: Economic policy of Donald Trump


Trump's campaign tax plan called for levelling the corporate tax[image: External link] rate to 15%, eliminating various business loopholes and deductions,[363] and reducing the number of brackets for personal income tax: the top rate would be reduced from 39.6% to 25%, a large "zero bracket" would be created, and the alternative minimum tax and estate tax (which currently applies to individual estates over $5.45 million or $10.9 million per married couple) would both be eliminated.[531] His comments about the minimum wage have been inconsistent.[532][533][534]

Trump identifies as a "free trader", but says that trade must be "reasonably fair".[535] He has often been called a "protectionist",[536][537][538] because of his criticism of NAFTA,[539][540] the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP),[541] and his proposal to raise tariffs on Chinese and Mexican exports to the United States[image: External link] significantly.[542][543] He has also been critical of the World Trade Organization, threatening to leave unless his proposed tariffs are accepted.[544][545] However, Trump has been very keen to support a "fair" post-Brexit trade deal with the United Kingdom,[546] which Trump says would be "good for both sides".[547]
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 Government size and deregulation




Trump's early policies have favored deregulation and a smaller federal government. He became the first president in sixteen years to sign a Congressional Review Act disapproval resolution; the law had been used only once before.[548] During his first six weeks in office, he abolished ninety federal regulations.[549][550]

On January 23, 2017, Trump ordered a temporary government-wide hiring freeze, which allows for exceptions, primarily for jobs deemed vital for national security or public safety reasons.[551][552] The Comptroller General of the Government Accountability Office told a House committee that hiring freezes have not proven to be effective in reducing costs.[553] Unlike some past freezes, the current freeze bars agencies from adding contractors to make up for employees leaving.[553]

A week later Trump signed Executive Order 13771, directing administrative agencies to repeal two existing regulations for every new regulation they issue.[554][555] Harvard Law professor Jody Freeman said that the order would do no more than slow the regulatory process, because it did not block rules required by statute.[556]

On February 24, 2017, Trump ordered the agencies to create task forces to determine which regulations are deemed burdensome to the U.S. economy.[557] Agency defenders expressed opposition to Trump's criticisms, saying that the bureaucracy exists to protect people against well-organized, well-funded interest groups.[558]
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Main articles: Foreign policy of the Donald Trump administration and Foreign policy of Donald Trump


Trump has been described as non-interventionist[559][560] and nationalist.[561] He repeatedly stated that he supports "America First" foreign policy.[562] He supports increasing United States military defense spending,[561] but favors decreasing United States spending on NATO[image: External link] and in the Pacific region.[563] He says America should look inward, stop "nation building", and re-orient its resources toward domestic needs.[560] As a candidate he questioned whether he, as president, would automatically extend security guarantees to NATO members,[564] and suggested that he might leave NATO unless changes are made to the alliance.[565] But as president he has re-affirmed the U.S. commitment to NATO.[566]

In order to confront the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria[image: External link] (ISIS), Trump in 2015 called for seizing the oil in ISIS-occupied areas, using U.S. air power and ground troops.[567] In 2016, Trump advocated sending 20,000 to 30,000 U.S. troops to the region,[568][569] a position he later retracted.[570] Regarding the Israeli–Palestinian conflict, Trump has stated the importance of being a neutral party during potential negotiations, while also having stated that he is "a big fan of Israel".[571] During the campaign he said he would relocate the U.S. embassy in Israel to Jerusalem[image: External link] from its current location, Tel Aviv[image: External link], although he has not pursued that proposal as president.[572] On May 22, 2017, Trump was the first U.S. president to visit the Western Wall in Jerusalem, during his first foreign trip, visiting Israel, Italy[image: External link], the Vatican, and Belgium[image: External link].[573]

Both as a candidate and as president, Trump repeatedly said he wants a good relationship with Russia.[574][575] Trump has pledged to hold a summit meeting with Vladimir Putin.[576] He added that Russia could help the U.S. in fighting ISIS militants[image: External link].[577] On April 7, 2017, Trump ordered the Shayrat missile strike in retaliation for the chemical weapons attack in Syria.[578]
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Main article: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2020


Trump signaled his intention to run for a second term by filing with the FEC within hours of assuming the presidency.[579][580] This transformed his 2016 election committee into a 2020 reelection one.[581] Trump marked the official start of the campaign with a campaign rally in Melbourne, Florida, on February 18, 2017, less than a month after taking office.[582] By February 1, 2017, the campaign had already raised over $7 million.[583]
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 Honorary degrees





	
Honorary Doctor of Laws from Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania (1988)[584][585]


	Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from Wagner College in Staten Island[image: External link], New York (2004)[586][587]


	Honorary Doctor of Business Administration from Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen, Scotland (2010)[588][589] (revoked in 2015)[590]


	Honorary Doctor of Business Administration from Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia (2012)[591][592]


	Honorary Doctor of Laws from Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia (2017)[593][594]
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 Organizational recognitions





	The Jewish National Fund's Tree of Life Award for contributions to Israel–United States relations. (1983)[595]


	
Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Supporting Actor for his role in Ghosts Can't Do It (1990)[596]


	
Gaming Hall of Fame (1995)[597]


	Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame (2007)[598][599]


	
Muhammad Ali[image: External link] Entrepreneur Award (2007)[600]


	
WWE Hall of Fame (2013)[601]


	
The Algemeiner Liberty Award for contributions to Israel–United States relations. (2015)[602]


	Marine Corps–Law Enforcement Foundation Commandant's Leadership Award. (2015)[603]


	
Time Person of the Year (2016)

	
Financial Times Person of the Year (2016)
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 State orders and awards





	
Honorary Colonel from Kentucky (2012)[604]


	
Collar of Abdulaziz al Saud from Saudi Arabia (2017)[605]
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 See also





	List of richest American politicians

	Donald Trump on social media
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 Notes






	
^ The number "five" includes the elections of 1824, 1876, 1888, 2000, and 2016. Despite their similarities, some of these five elections had peculiar results; e.g. John Quincy Adams trailed in both the national popular vote and the electoral college in 1824 (since no-one had a majority in the electoral college, Adams was chosen by the House of Representatives), and Samuel Tilden in 1876 remains the only losing candidate to win an actual majority of the popular vote (rather than just a plurality).[412][413]


	
^ Grover Cleveland was the 22nd and 24th president[image: External link].[421]
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The President of the United States (informally referred to as "POTUS")[8][note 2] is the head of state[image: External link] and head of government[image: External link] of the United States. The president directs the executive branch[image: External link] of the federal government[image: External link] and is the commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link].

The president is considered to be one of the world's most powerful political figures, as the leader of the only contemporary global superpower[image: External link].[9][10][11][12] The role includes being the commander-in-chief of the world's most expensive military[image: External link] with the second largest nuclear arsenal[image: External link] and leading the nation with the largest economy by nominal GDP[image: External link]. The office of President holds significant hard[image: External link] and soft power[image: External link] both domestically and abroad.

Article II of the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] vests the executive power of the United States in the president. The power includes execution of federal law, alongside the responsibility of appointing federal executive, diplomatic, regulatory and judicial officers, and concluding treaties with foreign powers with the advice and consent[image: External link] of the Senate. The president is further empowered to grant federal pardons and reprieves[image: External link], and to convene and adjourn either or both houses of Congress under extraordinary circumstances.[13] The president is largely responsible for dictating the legislative agenda of the party to which the president is a member. The president also directs the foreign and domestic policy of the United States.[14] Since the office of President was established in 1789, its power has grown substantially, as has the power of the federal government as a whole.[15]

The president is indirectly elected[image: External link] by the people through the Electoral College[image: External link] to a four-year term, and is one of only two nationally elected federal officers, the other being the Vice President of the United States.[16] However, nine vice presidents have assumed the presidency without having been elected to the office, by virtue of a president's intra-term death or resignation.[note 3]

The Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link] (adopted in 1951) prohibits anyone from being elected president for a third term. It also prohibits a person from being elected to the presidency more than once if that person previously had served as president, or acting president[image: External link], for more than two years of another person's term as president. In all, 44 individuals[image: External link] have served 45 presidencies (counting Grover Cleveland's two non-consecutive terms separately) spanning 57 full four-year terms.[17] On January 20, 2017, Donald Trump was sworn in as the 45th and current president.



TOP
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 Origin




In 1776, the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link], acting through the Second Continental Congress[image: External link], declared political independence from Great Britain[image: External link] during the American Revolution[image: External link]. The new states, though independent of each other as nation states[image: External link],[18] recognized the necessity of closely coordinating their efforts against the British.[19] Desiring to avoid anything that remotely resembled a monarchy[image: External link], Congress negotiated the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] to establish a weak alliance between the states.[18] As a central authority, Congress under the Articles was without any legislative power; it could make its own resolutions, determinations, and regulations, but not any laws, nor any taxes or local commercial regulations enforceable upon citizens.[19] This institutional design reflected the conception of how Americans believed the deposed British system of Crown[image: External link] and Parliament[image: External link] ought to have functioned with respect to the royal dominion[image: External link]: a superintending body for matters that concerned the entire empire.[19] Out from under any monarchy, the states assigned some formerly royal prerogatives[image: External link] (e.g., making war, receiving ambassadors, etc.) to Congress, while severally lodging the rest within their own respective state governments. Only after all the states agreed to a resolution settling competing western land claims did the Articles take effect on March 1, 1781, when Maryland[image: External link] became the final state to ratify them.

In 1783, the Treaty of Paris[image: External link] secured independence for each of the former colonies. With peace at hand, the states each turned toward their own internal affairs.[18] By 1786, Americans found their continental borders besieged and weak, their respective economies in crises as neighboring states agitated trade rivalries with one another, witnessed their hard currency[image: External link] pouring into foreign markets to pay for imports, their Mediterranean[image: External link] commerce preyed upon by North African[image: External link] pirates[image: External link], and their foreign-financed Revolutionary War debts unpaid and accruing interest.[18] Civil and political unrest loomed.

Following the successful resolution of commercial and fishing disputes between Virginia[image: External link] and Maryland at the Mount Vernon Conference[image: External link] in 1785, Virginia called for a trade conference between all the states, set for September 1786 in Annapolis, Maryland[image: External link], with an aim toward resolving further-reaching interstate commercial antagonisms. When the convention[image: External link] failed for lack of attendance due to suspicions among most of the other states, Alexander Hamilton[image: External link] led the Annapolis delegates in a call for a convention to offer revisions to the Articles, to be held the next spring in Philadelphia[image: External link]. Prospects for the next convention appeared bleak until James Madison and Edmund Randolph[image: External link] succeeded in securing George Washington's attendance to Philadelphia as a delegate for Virginia.[18][20]

When the Constitutional Convention[image: External link] convened in May 1787, the 12 state delegations in attendance (Rhode Island[image: External link] did not send delegates) brought with them an accumulated experience over a diverse set of institutional arrangements between legislative and executive branches from within their respective state governments. Most states maintained a weak executive without veto or appointment powers, elected annually by the legislature to a single term only, sharing power with an executive council, and countered by a strong legislature.[18] New York offered the greatest exception, having a strong, unitary governor with veto and appointment power elected to a three-year term, and eligible for reelection to an indefinite number of terms thereafter.[18] It was through the closed-door negotiations at Philadelphia that the presidency framed in the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] emerged.
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 Article I legislative role




The first power the Constitution[image: External link] confers upon the president is the veto[image: External link]. The Presentment Clause[image: External link] requires any bill passed by Congress to be presented to the president before it can become law. Once the legislation has been presented, the president has three options:


	Sign the legislation; the bill then becomes law.

	Veto the legislation and return it to Congress, expressing any objections; the bill does not become law, unless each house of Congress votes to override the veto by a two-thirds vote.

	Take no action. In this instance, the president neither signs nor vetoes the legislation. After 10 days, not counting Sundays, two possible outcomes emerge:

	If Congress is still convened, the bill becomes law.

	If Congress has adjourned, thus preventing the return of the legislation, the bill does not become law. This latter outcome is known as the pocket veto[image: External link].







In 1996, Congress attempted to enhance the president's veto power with the Line Item Veto Act[image: External link]. The legislation empowered the president to sign any spending bill into law while simultaneously striking certain spending items within the bill, particularly any new spending, any amount of discretionary spending, or any new limited tax benefit. Congress could then repass that particular item. If the president then vetoed the new legislation, Congress could override the veto by its ordinary means, a two-thirds vote in both houses. In Clinton v. City of New York[image: External link], 524[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 417[image: External link] (1998), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled such a legislative alteration of the veto power to be unconstitutional.
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 War and foreign affairs powers




Perhaps the most important of all presidential powers is the command of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link] as its commander-in-chief[image: External link]. While the power to declare war is constitutionally vested in Congress, the president has ultimate responsibility for direction and disposition of the military. The present-day operational command of the Armed Forces (belonging to the Department of Defense[image: External link]) is normally exercised through the Secretary of Defense[image: External link], with assistance of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link], to the Combatant Commands[image: External link], as outlined in the presidentially approved Unified Command Plan (UCP).[21][22][23] The framers of the Constitution took care to limit the president's powers regarding the military; Alexander Hamilton[image: External link] explains this in Federalist No. 69[image: External link]:


The President is to be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United States. ... It would amount to nothing more than the supreme command and direction of the military and naval forces ... while that [the power] of the British king[image: External link] extends to the DECLARING of war and to the RAISING and REGULATING of fleets and armies, all [of] which ... would appertain to the legislature.[24] [Emphasis in the original.]



Congress, pursuant to the War Powers Resolution[image: External link], must authorize any troop deployments longer than 60 days, although that process relies on triggering mechanisms that have never been employed, rendering it ineffectual.[25] Additionally, Congress provides a check to presidential military power through its control over military spending and regulation. While historically presidents initiated the process for going to war,[26][27] critics have charged that there have been several conflicts in which presidents did not get official declarations, including Theodore Roosevelt's military move into Panama[image: External link] in 1903,[26] the Korean War[image: External link],[26] the Vietnam War,[26] and the invasions of Grenada[image: External link] in 1983[28] and Panama[image: External link] in 1990.[29]

Along with the armed forces, the president also directs U.S. foreign policy[image: External link]. Through the Department of State[image: External link] and the Department of Defense, the president is responsible for the protection of Americans abroad and of foreign nationals in the United States. The president decides whether to recognize new nations and new governments, and negotiates treaties with other nations, which become binding on the United States when approved by two-thirds vote of the Senate.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Administrative powers




The president is the head of the executive branch of the federal government and is constitutionally obligated[image: External link] to "take care that the laws be faithfully executed".[30] The executive branch has over four million employees, including members of the military.[31]

Presidents make numerous executive branch appointments: an incoming president may make up to 6,000 before taking office and 8,000 more while serving. Ambassadors[image: External link], members of the Cabinet, and other federal officers, are all appointed by a president with the "advice and consent[image: External link]" of a majority of the Senate. When the Senate is in recess for at least ten days, the president may make recess appointments[image: External link].[32] Recess appointments are temporary and expire at the end of the next session of the Senate.

The power of a president to fire executive officials has long been a contentious political issue. Generally, a president may remove purely executive officials at will.[33] However, Congress can curtail and constrain a president's authority to fire commissioners of independent regulatory agencies and certain inferior executive officers by statute.[34]

The president additionally possesses the ability to direct much of the executive branch through executive orders[image: External link] that are grounded in federal law[image: External link] or constitutionally granted executive power. Executive orders are reviewable by federal courts and can be superseded by federal legislation.

To manage the growing federal bureaucracy, Presidents have gradually surrounded themselves with many layers of staff, who were eventually organized into the Executive Office of the President of the United States. Within the Executive Office, the President's innermost layer of aides (and their assistants) are located in the White House Office[image: External link].
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 Juridical powers




The president also has the power to nominate federal judges[image: External link], including members of the United States courts of appeals and the Supreme Court of the United States. However, these nominations require Senate confirmation. Securing Senate approval can provide a major obstacle for presidents who wish to orient the federal judiciary toward a particular ideological stance. When nominating judges to U.S. district courts[image: External link], presidents often respect the long-standing tradition of senatorial courtesy[image: External link]. Presidents may also grant pardons[image: External link] and reprieves (Bill Clinton pardoned Patty Hearst[image: External link] on his last day in office), as is often done just before the end of a presidential term, but not without controversy.[35][36][37]

Historically, two doctrines concerning executive power have developed that enable the president to exercise executive power with a degree of autonomy. The first is executive privilege[image: External link], which allows the president to withhold from disclosure any communications made directly to the president in the performance of executive duties. George Washington first claimed privilege when Congress requested to see Chief Justice[image: External link] John Jay[image: External link]'s notes from an unpopular treaty negotiation with Great Britain[image: External link]. While not enshrined in the Constitution, or any other law, Washington's action created the precedent for the privilege. When Richard Nixon tried to use executive privilege as a reason for not turning over subpoenaed evidence to Congress during the Watergate scandal[image: External link], the Supreme Court ruled in United States v. Nixon[image: External link], 418[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 683[image: External link] (1974), that executive privilege did not apply in cases where a president was attempting to avoid criminal prosecution. When President Bill Clinton attempted to use executive privilege regarding the Lewinsky scandal[image: External link], the Supreme Court ruled in Clinton v. Jones[image: External link], 520[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 681[image: External link] (1997), that the privilege also could not be used in civil suits. These cases established the legal precedent[image: External link] that executive privilege is valid, although the exact extent of the privilege has yet to be clearly defined. Additionally, federal courts have allowed this privilege to radiate outward and protect other executive branch employees, but have weakened that protection for those executive branch communications that do not involve the president.[38]

The state secrets privilege[image: External link] allows the president and the executive branch to withhold information or documents from discovery[image: External link] in legal proceedings if such release would harm national security. Precedent for the privilege arose early in the 19th century when Thomas Jefferson refused to release military documents in the treason[image: External link] trial of Aaron Burr[image: External link] and again in Totten v. United States[image: External link] 92[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 105[image: External link] (1876), when the Supreme Court dismissed a case brought by a former Union spy.[39] However, the privilege was not formally recognized by the U.S. Supreme Court until United States v. Reynolds[image: External link] 345[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 1[image: External link] (1953), where it was held to be a common law[image: External link] evidentiary[image: External link] privilege.[40] Before the September 11 attacks[image: External link], use of the privilege had been rare, but increasing in frequency.[41] Since 2001, the government has asserted the privilege in more cases and at earlier stages of the litigation, thus in some instances causing dismissal of the suits before reaching the merits of the claims, as in the Ninth Circuit[image: External link]'s ruling in Mohamed v. Jeppesen Dataplan, Inc.[image: External link][40][42][43] Critics of the privilege claim its use has become a tool for the government to cover up illegal or embarrassing government actions.[44][45]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Legislative facilitator




The Constitution's Ineligibility Clause[image: External link] prevents the President (and all other executive officers) from simultaneously being a member of Congress. Therefore, the president cannot directly introduce legislative proposals[image: External link] for consideration in Congress. However, the president can take an indirect role in shaping legislation, especially if the president's political party has a majority in one or both houses of Congress. For example, the president or other officials of the executive branch may draft legislation and then ask senators or representatives to introduce these drafts into Congress. The president can further influence the legislative branch through constitutionally mandated, periodic reports to Congress. These reports may be either written or oral, but today are given as the State of the Union[image: External link] address, which often outlines the president's legislative proposals for the coming year. Additionally, the president may attempt to have Congress alter proposed legislation by threatening to veto that legislation unless requested changes are made.

In the 20th century critics began charging that too many legislative and budgetary powers have slid into the hands of presidents that should belong to Congress. As the head of the executive branch, presidents control a vast array of agencies[image: External link] that can issue regulations with little oversight from Congress. One critic charged that presidents could appoint a "virtual army of 'czars' – each wholly unaccountable to Congress yet tasked with spearheading major policy efforts for the White House".[46] Presidents have been criticized for making signing statements[image: External link] when signing congressional legislation about how they understand a bill or plan to execute it.[47] This practice has been criticized by the American Bar Association[image: External link] as unconstitutional.[48] Conservative commentator George Will wrote of an "increasingly swollen executive branch" and "the eclipse of Congress".[49]

According to Article II, Section 3, Clause 2[image: External link] of the Constitution, the president may convene either or both houses of Congress. If both houses cannot agree on a date of adjournment, the president may appoint a date for Congress to adjourn.
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 Ceremonial roles




As head of state, the president can fulfill traditions established by previous presidents. William Howard Taft started the tradition of throwing out the ceremonial first pitch[image: External link] in 1910 at Griffith Stadium[image: External link], Washington, D.C., on the Washington Senators[image: External link]' Opening Day[image: External link]. Every president since Taft, except for Jimmy Carter[image: External link], threw out at least one ceremonial first ball or pitch for Opening Day, the All-Star Game[image: External link], or the World Series[image: External link], usually with much fanfare.[50]

The President of the United States has served as the honorary president of the Boy Scouts of America[image: External link] since the founding of the organization.[51]

Other presidential traditions are associated with American holidays. Rutherford B. Hayes began in 1878 the first White House egg rolling[image: External link] for local children.[52] Beginning in 1947 during the Harry S. Truman administration, every Thanksgiving[image: External link] the president is presented with a live domestic turkey during the annual National Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation[image: External link] held at the White House. Since 1989, when the custom of "pardoning" the turkey was formalized by George H. W. Bush, the turkey has been taken to a farm where it will live out the rest of its natural life.[53]

Presidential traditions also involve the president's role as head of government. Many outgoing presidents since James Buchanan traditionally give advice to their successor during the presidential transition[image: External link].[54] Ronald Reagan and his successors have also left a private message on the desk of the Oval Office on Inauguration Day[image: External link] for the incoming president.[55]

During a state visit by a foreign head of state, the president typically hosts a State Arrival Ceremony[image: External link] held on the South Lawn[image: External link], a custom begun by John F. Kennedy in 1961.[56] This is followed by a state dinner[image: External link] given by the president which is held in the State Dining Room[image: External link] later in the evening.[57]

The modern presidency holds the president as one of the nation's premier celebrities. Some argue that images of the presidency have a tendency to be manipulated by administration public relations[image: External link] officials as well as by presidents themselves. One critic described the presidency as "propagandized leadership" which has a "mesmerizing power surrounding the office".[58] Administration public relations managers staged carefully crafted photo-ops[image: External link] of smiling presidents with smiling crowds for television cameras.[59] One critic wrote the image of John F. Kennedy was described as carefully framed "in rich detail" which "drew on the power of myth" regarding the incident of PT 109[image: External link][60] and wrote that Kennedy understood how to use images to further his presidential ambitions.[61] As a result, some political commentators have opined that American voters have unrealistic expectations of presidents: voters expect a president to "drive the economy, vanquish enemies, lead the free world, comfort tornado victims, heal the national soul and protect borrowers from hidden credit-card fees".[62]
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 Critics of presidency's evolution




Main articles: Imperial Presidency[image: External link] and Imperiled presidency[image: External link]


Most of the nation's Founding Fathers[image: External link] expected the Congress, which was the first branch of government described in the Constitution[image: External link], to be the dominant branch of government; they did not expect a strong executive.[63] However, presidential power has shifted over time, which has resulted in claims that the modern presidency has become too powerful,[64][65] unchecked, unbalanced,[66] and "monarchist" in nature.[67] Critic Dana D. Nelson[image: External link] believes presidents over the past thirty years have worked towards "undivided presidential control of the executive branch and its agencies".[68] She criticizes proponents of the unitary executive[image: External link] for expanding "the many existing uncheckable executive powers – such as executive orders, decrees, memorandums, proclamations, national security directives and legislative signing statements – that already allow presidents to enact a good deal of foreign and domestic policy without aid, interference or consent from Congress".[68] Activist Bill Wilson[image: External link] opined that the expanded presidency was "the greatest threat ever to individual freedom and democratic rule".[69]
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See also: Age of candidacy[image: External link] and Natural-born-citizen clause[image: External link]


Article II, Section 1, Clause 5[image: External link] of the Constitution[image: External link] sets the following qualifications for holding the presidency:


	be a natural-born citizen of the United States;[note 4]


	be at least thirty-five years old;

	be a resident in the United States[image: External link] for at least fourteen years.



A person who meets the above qualifications is still disqualified from holding the office of president under any of the following conditions:


	Under the Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link], no person can be elected president more than twice. The amendment also specifies that if any eligible person serves as president or acting president for more than two years of a term for which some other eligible person was elected president, the former can only be elected president once. Scholars disagree over whether a person precluded by the Twenty-second Amendment to being elected president is also precluded from being vice president.[70]


	Under Article I, Section 3, Clause 7[image: External link], upon conviction in impeachment cases, the Senate has the option of disqualifying convicted individuals from holding federal office, including that of president.[71]


	Under Section 3 of the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link], no person who swore an oath to support the Constitution, and later rebelled against the United States, can become president. However, this disqualification can be lifted by a two-thirds vote of each house of Congress.
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 Campaigns and nomination




Main articles: United States presidential primary[image: External link], United States presidential nominating convention[image: External link], United States presidential election debates[image: External link], and United States presidential election[image: External link]


The modern presidential campaign begins before the primary elections[image: External link], which the two major political parties use to clear the field of candidates before their national nominating conventions[image: External link], where the most successful candidate is made the party's nominee for president. Typically, the party's presidential candidate chooses a vice presidential nominee, and this choice is rubber-stamped[image: External link] by the convention. The most common previous profession of U.S. presidents is lawyer.[72]

Nominees participate in nationally televised debates[image: External link], and while the debates are usually restricted to the Democratic[image: External link] and Republican[image: External link] nominees, third party candidates may be invited, such as Ross Perot in the 1992 debates. Nominees campaign across the country to explain their views, convince voters and solicit contributions. Much of the modern electoral process is concerned with winning swing states through frequent visits and mass media[image: External link] advertising drives.
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 Election and oath




Main articles: Electoral College (United States)[image: External link] and Oath of office of the President of the United States


The president is elected indirectly[image: External link]. A number of electors, collectively known as the Electoral College, officially select the president. On Election Day[image: External link], voters in each of the states and the District of Columbia cast ballots for these electors. Each state is allocated a number of electors, equal to the size of its delegation in both Houses of Congress combined. Generally, the ticket that wins the most votes in a state wins all of that state's electoral votes and thus has its slate of electors chosen to vote in the Electoral College.

The winning slate of electors meet at its state's capital on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December, about six weeks after the election, to vote. They then send a record of that vote to Congress. The vote of the electors is opened by the sitting vice president—acting in that role's capacity as President of the Senate[image: External link]—and read aloud to a joint session[image: External link] of the incoming Congress, which was elected at the same time as the president.

Pursuant to the Twentieth Amendment[image: External link], the president's term of office begins at noon on January 20 of the year following the election. This date, known as Inauguration Day[image: External link], marks the beginning of the four-year terms of both the president and the vice president. Before executing the powers of the office, a president is constitutionally required to take the presidential oath:


I do solemnly swear (or affirm[image: External link]) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.[73]



Although not required, presidents have traditionally palmed a Bible[image: External link] while swearing the oath and have added, "So help me God!" to the end of the oath.[74] Further, although the oath may be administered by any person authorized by law to administer oaths, presidents are traditionally sworn in by the Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link].
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 Tenure and term limits




The term of office for president and vice president is four years. George Washington, the first president, set an unofficial precedent of serving only two terms. Before Franklin D. Roosevelt, Ulysses S. Grant and Theodore Roosevelt each unsuccessfully sought a third term. In 1940, Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected to a third term after being " drafted[image: External link]" by his party[image: External link]. In 1941, the United States entered World War II[image: External link], leading voters to elect Roosevelt to a fourth term in 1944. Roosevelt died on April 12, 1945, 82 days into his fourth term.

After the war, and in response to Roosevelt being elected to third and fourth terms, the Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link] was adopted. The amendment bars anyone from being elected president more than twice, or once if that person served more than half of another president's term. Harry S. Truman, president when this amendment was adopted, was exempted from its limitations and briefly sought a third (a second full) term before withdrawing from the 1952 election[image: External link].

Since the amendment's adoption, five presidents have served two full terms: Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush and Barack Obama. Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and George H. W. Bush sought a second term, but were defeated. Richard Nixon was elected to a second term, but resigned before completing it. Lyndon B. Johnson was the only president under the amendment to be eligible to serve more than two terms in total, having served for only fourteen months following John F. Kennedy's assassination[image: External link]. However, Johnson withdrew from the 1968 Democratic Primary[image: External link], surprising many Americans. Gerald Ford sought a full term, after serving out the last two years and five months of Nixon's second term, but was not elected.
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 Succession, vacancy or disability




See also: Twenty-fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], United States presidential line of succession[image: External link], Presidential Succession Act[image: External link], and Impeachment in the United States[image: External link]


Succession to or vacancies in the office of President may arise under several possible circumstances: death, resignation and removal from office[image: External link].

Article II, Section 4[image: External link] of the Constitution allows the House of Representatives[image: External link] to impeach high federal officials, including the president, for "treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors." Article I, Section 3, Clause 6[image: External link] gives the Senate the power to remove impeached officials from office, given a two-thirds vote to convict. The House has thus far impeached two presidents: Andrew Johnson[image: External link] in 1868 and Bill Clinton[image: External link] in 1998. Neither was subsequently convicted by the Senate; however, Johnson was acquitted by just one vote.

Under Section 3 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment, the president may transfer the presidential powers and duties to the vice president, who then becomes acting president[image: External link], by transmitting a statement to the Speaker of the House and the President pro tempore of the Senate[image: External link] stating the reasons for the transfer. The president resumes the discharge of the presidential powers and duties upon transmitting, to those two officials, a written declaration stating that resumption. This transfer of power may occur for any reason the president considers appropriate; in 2002 and again in 2007, President George W. Bush briefly transferred presidential authority to Vice President Dick Cheney. In both cases, this was done to accommodate a medical procedure which required Bush to be sedated; both times, Bush returned to duty later the same day.[75]

Under Section 4 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment, the vice president, in conjunction with a majority of the Cabinet, may transfer the presidential powers and duties from the president to the vice president by transmitting a written declaration to the Speaker of the House and the president pro tempore of the Senate that the president is unable to discharge the presidential powers and duties. If this occurs, then the vice president will assume the presidential powers and duties as acting president; however, the president can declare that no such inability exists and resume the discharge of the presidential powers and duties. If the vice president and Cabinet contest this claim, it is up to Congress, which must meet within two days if not already in session, to decide the merit of the claim.

The United States Constitution mentions the resignation of the president, but does not regulate its form or the conditions for its validity. Pursuant to federal law, the only valid evidence of the president's resignation is a written instrument to that effect, signed by the president and delivered to the office of the Secretary of State.[76] This has only occurred once, when Richard Nixon delivered a letter to Henry Kissinger[image: External link] to that effect.

Section 1 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment states that the vice president becomes president upon the removal from office, death or resignation of the preceding president. The Presidential Succession Act of 1947 provides that if the offices of President and Vice President are each either vacant or are held by a disabled person, the next officer in the presidential line of succession[image: External link], the Speaker of the House, becomes acting president. The line then extends to the President pro tempore of the Senate, followed by every member of the Cabinet. These persons must fulfill all eligibility requirements of the office of President to be eligible to become acting president; ineligible individuals are skipped.
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 Political affiliation




Throughout most of its history, politics[image: External link] of the United States have been dominated by political parties[image: External link]. Political parties had not been anticipated when the U.S. Constitution was drafted in 1787, nor did they exist at the time of the first presidential election[image: External link] in 1788–1789. Organized political parties developed in the U.S. in the mid–1790s, but political factions, from which organized parties evolved, began to appear almost immediately after the Federal government came into existence. Those who supported the Washington administration[image: External link] were referred to as "pro-administration" and would eventually form the Federalist Party[image: External link], while those in opposition joined the emerging Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link].[77]

Greatly concerned about the very real capacity of political parties to destroy the fragile unity holding the nation together, Washington remained unaffiliated with any political faction or party throughout his eight-year presidency. He was, and remains, the only U.S. president never to be affiliated with a political party.[78] Since George Washington, 43 persons have been sworn into office as President, and all have been affiliated with a political party at the time they assumed office. The number of presidents per political party are:


	19 with the Republican[image: External link] Party – Chester A. Arthur, George H. W. Bush, George W. Bush, Calvin Coolidge, Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], Gerald Ford, James A. Garfield, Ulysses S. Grant, Warren G. Harding, Benjamin Harrison, Rutherford B. Hayes, Herbert Hoover, Abraham Lincoln, William McKinley, Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan, Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and Donald Trump


	14 with the Democratic[image: External link] Party – James Buchanan, Jimmy Carter[image: External link], Grover Cleveland, Bill Clinton, Andrew Jackson, Lyndon B. Johnson, John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama, Franklin Pierce, James K. Polk, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, Martin Van Buren, and Woodrow Wilson


	Four with the Democratic-Republican[image: External link] Party – John Quincy Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and James Monroe


	Four with the Whig[image: External link] Party – Millard Fillmore, William Henry Harrison, Zachary Taylor, and John Tyler


	One with the Federalist[image: External link] Party – John Adams[79]


	One with the National Union Party[image: External link] – Andrew Johnson
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 Compensation






	Presidential pay history



	Date established
	Salary
	Salary in 2016

dollars



	September 24, 1789
	$25,000
	$702,755



	March 3, 1873
	$50,000
	$1,032,868



	March 4, 1909
	$75,000
	$2,045,483



	January 19, 1949
	$100,000
	$1,008,433



	January 20, 1969
	$200,000
	$1,307,940



	January 20, 2001
	$400,000
	$542,082



	Sources:[80][81][82]





Since 2001, the president has earned a $400,000 annual salary, along with a $50,000 annual expense account, a $100,000 nontaxable travel account, and $19,000 for entertainment.[83][84] The most recent raise in salary was approved by Congress and President Bill Clinton in 1999 and went into effect in 2001.

The White House in Washington, D.C., serves as the official place of residence for the president. As well as access to the White House staff, facilities available to the president include medical care, recreation, housekeeping, and security services. The government pays for state dinners and other official functions, but the president pays for personal, family and guest dry cleaning and food; the high food bill often amazes new residents.[85] Naval Support Facility Thurmont, popularly known as Camp David[image: External link], is a mountain-based military camp in Frederick County, Maryland[image: External link], used as a country retreat and for high alert protection of the president and guests. Blair House[image: External link], located next to the Eisenhower Executive Office Building[image: External link] at the White House Complex and Lafayette Park[image: External link], is a complex of four connected townhouses exceeding 70,000 square feet (6,500 m2) of floor space which serves as the president's official guest house and as a secondary residence for the president if needed.[86]

For ground travel, the president uses the presidential state car[image: External link], which is an armored limousine[image: External link] built on a heavily modified Cadillac[image: External link]-based chassis[image: External link].[87] One of two identical Boeing VC-25[image: External link] aircraft, which are extensively modified versions of Boeing 747[image: External link]-200B airliners, serve as long distance travel for the president and are referred to as Air Force One[image: External link] while the president is on board (although any U.S. Air Force aircraft the President is aboard is designated as "Air Force One" for the duration of the flight). In-country trips are typically handled with just one of the two planes while overseas trips are handled with both, one primary and one backup. Any civilian aircraft the President is aboard is designated Executive One[image: External link] for the flight.[88][89] The president also has access to a fleet of thirty-five U.S. Marine Corps[image: External link] helicopters of varying models, designated Marine One[image: External link] when the president is aboard any particular one in the fleet. Flights are typically handled with as many as five helicopters all flying together and frequently swapping positions as to disguise which helicopter the President is actually aboard to any would-be threats.

The U.S. Secret Service[image: External link] is charged with protecting the sitting president and the first family[image: External link]. As part of their protection, presidents, first ladies, their children and other immediate family members, and other prominent persons and locations are assigned Secret Service codenames[image: External link].[90] The use of such names was originally for security purposes and dates to a time when sensitive electronic communications were not routinely encrypted[image: External link]; today, the names simply serve for purposes of brevity, clarity, and tradition.[91]
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 Post-presidency




See also: Post-presidency of Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link] and Post-presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


Under the Former Presidents Act[image: External link], all living former presidents are granted a pension, an office, and a staff. The pension has increased numerous times with Congressional approval. Retired presidents now receive a pension based on the salary of the current administration's cabinet secretaries, which was $199,700 each year in 2012.[92] Former presidents who served in Congress may also collect congressional pensions[image: External link].[93] The act also provides former presidents with travel funds and franking[image: External link] privileges. Prior to 1997, all former presidents, their spouses, and their children until age 16 were protected by the Secret Service until the president's death.[94][95] In 1997, Congress passed legislation limiting secret service protection to no more than 10 years from the date a president leaves office.[96] On January 10, 2013, President Obama signed legislation reinstating lifetime secret service protection for him, George W. Bush, and all subsequent presidents.[97] A spouse who remarries is no longer eligible for secret service protection.[96]

Some presidents have had significant careers after leaving office. Prominent examples include William Howard Taft's tenure as Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link] and Herbert Hoover's work on government reorganization after World War II[image: External link]. Grover Cleveland, whose bid for reelection failed in 1888, was elected president again four years later in 1892. Two former presidents served in Congress after leaving the White House: John Quincy Adams was elected to the House of Representatives, serving there for seventeen years, and Andrew Johnson returned to the Senate in 1875. John Tyler served in the provisional Congress of the Confederate States[image: External link] during the Civil War[image: External link] and was elected to the Confederate House of Representatives, but died before that body first met.

Presidents may use their predecessors as emissaries to deliver private messages to other nations or as official representatives of the United States to state funerals and other important foreign events.[98][99] Richard Nixon made multiple foreign trips to countries including China and Russia and was lauded as an elder statesman.[100] Jimmy Carter[image: External link] has become a global human rights[image: External link] campaigner, international arbiter, and election monitor, as well as a recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link]. Bill Clinton has also worked as an informal ambassador, most recently in the negotiations that led to the release of two American journalists[image: External link], Laura Ling[image: External link] and Euna Lee[image: External link], from North Korea[image: External link]. Clinton has also been active politically since his presidential term ended, working with his wife Hillary on her 2008 and 2016[image: External link] presidential bids and President Obama on his 2012 reelection campaign[image: External link].



	Living former presidents[image: External link]



	


	






	

Jimmy Carter[image: External link] (age 92)

since 1981[image: External link] 








	






	

George H. W. Bush (age 93)

since 1993[image: External link] 








	






	

Bill Clinton (age 70)

since 2001[image: External link] 








	






	

George W. Bush (age 70)

since 2009[image: External link] 








	






	

Barack Obama (age 55)

since 2017 
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 Presidential libraries




Main article: Presidential library[image: External link]


Since Herbert Hoover, each president has created a repository[image: External link] known as a presidential library[image: External link] for preserving and making available his papers, records and other documents and materials. Completed libraries are deeded to and maintained by the National Archives and Records Administration[image: External link] (NARA); the initial funding for building and equipping each library must come from private, non-federal sources.[101] There are currently thirteen presidential libraries in the NARA system. There are also presidential libraries maintained by state governments and private foundations and Universities of Higher Education, such as the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link], which is run by the State of Illinois[image: External link], the George H.W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link], which is run by Texas A&M University[image: External link] and the Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link], which is run by the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link].

As many presidents live for many years after leaving office, several of them have personally overseen the building and opening of their own presidential libraries, some even making arrangements for their own burial at the site. Several presidential libraries therefore contain the graves of the president they document, such as the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link] in Yorba Linda, California[image: External link] and the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library[image: External link] in Simi Valley, California[image: External link]. The graves are viewable by the general public visiting these libraries.
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 Timeline of presidents




Main article: List of Presidents of the United States § List of presidents[image: External link]
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 Presidential administrations







Presidencies of the United States[image: External link]




United States Executive Cabinet members by presidential administration[image: External link]




United States government personnel by presidential administration[image: External link]




United States presidential administration controversies[image: External link]




United States presidential administration timelines[image: External link]





  Presidency of John Adams[image: External link]






  Presidency of John Quincy Adams[image: External link]






  Presidency of Chester A. Arthur[image: External link]






  Presidency of James Buchanan[image: External link]






  Presidency of George H. W. Bush[image: External link]






  Presidency of George W. Bush[image: External link]






  Presidency of Jimmy Carter[image: External link]






  Presidencies of Grover Cleveland[image: External link]






  Presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link]






  Presidency of Calvin Coolidge[image: External link]
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  Presidency of Thomas Jefferson[image: External link]






  Presidency of Andrew Johnson[image: External link]






  Presidency of Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link]






  Presidency of John F. Kennedy[image: External link]






  Presidency of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]






  Presidency of James Madison[image: External link]






  Presidency of William McKinley[image: External link]






  Presidency of James Monroe[image: External link]






  Presidency of Richard Nixon[image: External link]






  Presidency of Barack Obama[image: External link]






  Presidency of Franklin Pierce[image: External link]






  Presidency of James K. Polk[image: External link]






  Presidency of Ronald Reagan[image: External link]






  Presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link]






  Presidency of Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link]






  Presidency of William Howard Taft[image: External link]






  Presidency of Zachary Taylor[image: External link]






  Presidency of Harry S. Truman[image: External link]






  Presidency of Donald Trump






  Presidency of John Tyler[image: External link]






  Presidency of Martin Van Buren[image: External link]






  Presidency of George Washington[image: External link]






  Presidency of Woodrow Wilson[image: External link]






  Template:US Presidential Administrations[image: External link]
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 Lists relating to the United States presidency




List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of candidates for President of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of United States presidential electors[image: External link]




Lists of fictional Presidents of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of honors and awards received by Presidents of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of United States judicial appointments by president[image: External link]




Vice presidency of the United States-related lists[image: External link]





  List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]






  List of Presidents of the United States by age






  American Presidents: Life Portraits[image: External link]






  List of United States presidential assassination attempts and plots[image: External link]






  Assassination threats against Barack Obama[image: External link]






  List of autobiographies by presidents of the United States[image: External link]






  List of Presidents of the United States by date and place of birth[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Donald Trump has announced he will take a salary of only 1 dollar per annum.


	
^ The terms POTUS (and SCOTUS) originated in the Phillips Code[image: External link], a shorthand method created in 1879 by Walter P. Phillips[image: External link] for the rapid transmission of press reports by telegraph.


	
^ The nine vice presidents who succeeded to the presidency upon their predecessor's death or resignation and finished-out that unexpired term are: John Tyler (1841); Millard Fillmore (1850); Andrew Johnson (1865); Chester A. Arthur (1881); Theodore Roosevelt (1901); Calvin Coolidge (1923); Harry S. Truman (1945); Lyndon B. Johnson (1963); and Gerald Ford (1974), Ford had also not been elected vice president.


	
^ Foreign-born American citizens who met the age and residency requirements at the time the Constitution was adopted were also eligible for the presidency. However, this allowance has since become obsolete.
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Incumbent






"Open seat" redirects here. For the tennis tournament, see Open SEAT[image: External link].

For the ecclesiastical office, see Incumbent (ecclesiastical)[image: External link].

The incumbent is the current holder of a political office[image: External link]. This term is usually used in reference to elections[image: External link], in which races can often be defined as being between an incumbent and non-incumbent(s). For example, in the 2012 United States presidential election[image: External link], Barack Obama was the incumbent, because he had been the president in the previous term while the election sought to determine the president for the current term. A race without an incumbent is referred to as an open seat.
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 Etymology




The word "incumbent" is derived from the Latin verb incumbere, literally meaning "to lean or lay upon" with the present participle stem incumbent-, "leaning a variant of encumber,[1] while encumber is derived from the root cumber,[2] most appropriately defined: "To occupy obstructively or inconveniently; to block fill up with what hinders freedom of motion or action; to burden, load."[3]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Incumbency advantage




In general, incumbents have structural advantages over challengers during elections[image: External link]. The timing of elections may be determined by the incumbent instead of a set schedule. For most political offices, the incumbent often has more name recognition[image: External link] due to their previous work in the office. Incumbents also have easier access to campaign finance[image: External link], as well as government resources (such as the franking privilege[image: External link]) that can be indirectly used to boost a campaign. An election (especially for a legislature[image: External link]) in which no incumbent is running is often called an open seat; because of the lack of incumbency advantage, these are often amongst the most hotly contested races in any election.

In the United States, incumbents traditionally win their party's[image: External link] nomination to run for office. Unseating an incumbent president, governor, senator or other figure during a primary election[image: External link] is very difficult, and even in the general election, incumbents have a very strong record. For instance, the percentage of incumbents who win reelection after seeking it in the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link] has been over 80% for over 50 years, and is often over 90%.[4] However, this rate may be artificially inflated, as incumbents that feel unlikely to win may decline to run for reelection. Additionally, shifts in congressional districts due to reapportionment[image: External link] or other longer-term factors may make it more or less likely for an incumbent to win re-election over time. For example, a Democratic[image: External link] incumbent in historically conservative[image: External link] rural Texas[image: External link] would have less chance of winning than a Democratic incumbent in historically liberal[image: External link] New York City[image: External link], because Texas has shifted away from the Democratic Party in terms of voting while New York City has shifted toward the same party (see also Congressional stagnation in the United States[image: External link]).

When newcomers look to fill an open office, voters tend to compare and contrast the candidates' qualifications, issues positions and personal characteristics in a relatively straightforward way. Elections featuring an incumbent, on the other hand, are as Guy Molyneux puts it, "fundamentally a referendum on the incumbent."[5] Voters will first grapple with the record of the incumbent. Only if they decide to "fire" the incumbent do they begin to evaluate whether the challenger is an acceptable alternative.

A 2017 study argues that the incumbency advantage stems from the fact that voters evaluate the incumbent's ideology individually whereas they assume that the challenger shares the party's ideology.[6] This explains why higher-profile Senate races have less incumbency advantage than low-profile races in the Senate and the House of Representatives.[6] This also means that the incumbency advantage gets more significant as political polarization increases.[6]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sophomore surge




Main article: Sophomore surge[image: External link]


Political analysts in the United States and United Kingdom have noted the existence of a sophomore surge[image: External link] in which first term representatives see an increase in votes in their first election. This phenomenon is said to bring an advantage of up to 10% for first term representatives, which increases the incumbency advantage.
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 Anti-incumbency




Main article: anti-incumbency[image: External link]


However, there exist scenarios in which the incumbency factor itself leads to the downfall of the incumbent. Popularly known as the anti-incumbency factor[image: External link], situations of this kind occur when the incumbent has proven himself not worthy of office during his tenure and the challenger demonstrates this to the voters. An anti-incumbency factor can also be responsible for bringing down incumbents who have been in office for many successive terms despite performance indicators, simply because the voters are convinced by the challenger of a need for change. Nick Panagakis, a pollster, coined what he dubbed the incumbent rule in 1989—that any voter who claims to be undecided towards the end of the election will probably end up voting for the challenger.[7]
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Vice President of the United States






For a list of office-holders, see List of Vice Presidents of the United States[image: External link].



	Vice President of the

United States of America



	

Incumbent

Mike Pence

since January 20, 2017





	
Executive branch of the U.S. government[image: External link]

Office of the Vice President[image: External link]




	Style[image: External link]
	Mr. Vice President

(Informal)

The Honorable[image: External link]

(Formal)

Mr. President[image: External link]

(When presiding over Senate)

His Excellency[image: External link]

(In international correspondence)




	Member of
	
Cabinet[image: External link]

National Security Council

President of the U.S. Senate




	Residence[image: External link]
	Number One Observatory Circle[image: External link]



	Seat[image: External link]
	Washington, D.C.



	Appointer
	Electoral College[image: External link]



	Term length[image: External link]
	4 years



	Constituting instrument
	U.S. Constitution[image: External link]



	Inaugural holder
	
John Adams

(April 21, 1789)



	Formation
	March 4, 1789

(228 years ago)




	Succession
	
First[image: External link][1]




	Salary
	$230,700



	Website
	WhiteHouse.gov[image: External link]




The Vice President of the United States (informally referred to as VPOTUS, or Veep) is a constitutional officer in the legislative branch of the federal government[image: External link] of the United States as the President of the Senate under Article One, Section Three of the U.S. Constitution[image: External link].[2]

The vice president is a statutory member of the National Security Council under the National Security Act of 1947[image: External link], and through the 25th Amendment[image: External link] is the highest-ranking official in the presidential line of succession[image: External link] in the executive branch[image: External link] of the federal government.[3] The executive power of both the vice president and the president is granted under Article Two, Section One of the Constitution[image: External link]. The vice president is indirectly elected[image: External link], together with the president, to a four-year term of office by the people of the United States through the Electoral College[image: External link].[4] The Office of the Vice President of the United States[image: External link] assists and organizes the vice president's official functions.

As the president of the United States Senate[image: External link],[2] the vice president votes only when it is necessary to break a tie[image: External link]. While Senate customs have created supermajority[image: External link] rules that have diminished this constitutional tie-breaking authority, the vice president still retains the ability to influence legislation; for example, the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005[image: External link] was passed in the Senate by a tie-breaking vice presidential vote.[2][5][6] Additionally, pursuant to the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link], the vice president presides over the joint session of Congress when it convenes to count the vote of the Electoral College.[4]

While the vice president's only constitutionally prescribed functions aside from presidential succession relate to their role as President of the Senate, the role of the vice president evolved during the 20th century into more of an executive branch position[image: External link]. Currently, the vice president is usually seen as an integral part of a president's administration and presides over the Senate only on ceremonial occasions or when a tie-breaking vote may be needed.[7] The Constitution does not expressly assign the office to any one branch, causing a dispute among scholars whether it belongs to the executive branch, the legislative branch[image: External link], or both.[8][9][10][11] The modern view of the vice president as a member of the executive branch is due in part to the assignment of executive duties to the vice president by either the president or Congress.[8]

Mike Pence of Indiana is the 48th and current vice president. He assumed office on January 20, 2017.[12]
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 Origin




The formation of the office of vice president resulted directly from the compromise reached at the Philadelphia Convention[image: External link] which created the Electoral College[image: External link]. The delegates at Philadelphia agreed that each state would receive a number of presidential electors equal to the sum of that state's allocation of Representatives[image: External link] and Senators. The delegates assumed that electors would typically choose to favor any candidate from their state (the so-called "favorite son[image: External link]" candidate) over candidates from other states. Under a plurality election process, this would tend to result in electing candidates solely from the largest states. Consequently, the delegates agreed that presidents must be elected by an absolute majority[image: External link] of the number of electors. Yet, the delegates also assumed that the requirement of an absolute majority for an election might not be sufficient to entice electors to vote for candidates who were from another state, since such a vote might be viewed by their constituents as a vote against their own state, imposing too steep a political cost on that elector's choice and ultimately resulting in elections which failed to produce a winner. To counter this potential difficulty, the delegates further agreed to give each elector two votes, requiring that at least one of their votes must be for a candidate from outside the elector's state, believing that this second vote could be cast without political cost for a statesman of national character.[13]

However, even under that system, the delegates feared that electors might attempt to game the election, strategically throwing away their second vote in order to bolster their favorite son's chance of winning. To guard against such stratagems, the Philadelphia delegates specified that the first runner-up presidential candidate would become vice president. Creating this new office imposed a political cost on strategically discarded electoral votes, incentivizing electors to make their choices for president without resort to electoral gamesmanship and to cast their second ballot accordingly.[13]

The process for selecting the vice president was later modified in the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link]. Each elector still receives two votes, but now only one of those votes is for president, while the other is for vice president. The requirement that one of those votes be cast for a candidate not from the elector's own state remains in effect. The emergence of national political parties in the late-18th and early-19th centuries, their processes of nomination candidates for each office, their nominations of party loyalists for election to Electoral College positions, the Twelfth Amendment, and the consequent turn of presidential campaigns towards seeking to maximize their electoral vote totals have alleviated much of the electoral gamesmanship that caused concern for the delegates at Philadelphia.
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 Roles of the vice president
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The Constitution limits the formal powers and role of vice president to becoming president,[14][15] should the president become unable to serve, prompting the well-known expression "only a heartbeat away from the presidency," and to acting as the presiding officer of the U.S. Senate[image: External link]. Other statutorily granted roles include membership of both the National Security Council and the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link].[16][17]
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 President of the United States Senate




As President of the Senate, the vice president has two primary duties: to cast a vote in the event of a Senate deadlock[image: External link] and to preside over and certify the official vote count of the U.S. Electoral College[image: External link]. For example, in the first half of 2001[image: External link], the Senators were divided 50-50 between Republicans and Democrats and Dick Cheney's tie-breaking vote gave the Republicans the Senate majority.
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 Regular duties




As President of the Senate (Article I, Section 3, Clause 4[image: External link]), the vice president oversees procedural matters and may cast a tie-breaking vote[image: External link]. There is a strong convention within the U.S. Senate that the vice president should not use their position as President of the Senate to influence the passage of legislation or act in a partisan manner, except in the case of breaking tie votes. As President of the Senate, John Adams cast 29 tie-breaking votes[image: External link] that was later surpassed by John C. Calhoun[image: External link] with 31, no other vice president since then has ever threatened this record.[18] Adams's votes protected the president's sole authority over the removal of appointees, influenced the location of the national capital, and prevented war with Great Britain[image: External link]. On at least one occasion Adams persuaded senators to vote against legislation he opposed, and he frequently addressed the Senate on procedural and policy matters. Adams's political views and his active role in the Senate made him a natural target for critics of George Washington's administration. Toward the end of his first term, a threatened resolution that would have silenced him except for procedural and policy matters caused him to exercise more restraint in hopes of seeing his election as President of the United States.

Formerly, the vice president would preside regularly over Senate proceedings, but in modern times, the vice president rarely presides over day-to-day matters in the Senate; in their place, the Senate chooses a President pro tempore[image: External link] (or "president for a time") to preside in the vice president's absence; the Senate normally selects the longest-serving senator in the majority party. The President pro tempore has the power to appoint any other senator to preside, and in practice junior senators from the majority party are assigned the task of presiding over the Senate at most times.

Except for this tie-breaking role, the Standing Rules of the Senate vest no significant responsibilities in the vice president. Rule XIX[image: External link], which governs debate, does not authorize the vice president to participate in debate, and grants only to members of the Senate (and, upon appropriate notice, former presidents of the United States) the privilege of addressing the Senate, without granting a similar privilege to the sitting vice president. Thus, as Time magazine wrote during the controversial tenure of Vice President Charles G. Dawes, "once in four years the Vice President can make a little speech, and then he is done. For four years he then has to sit in the seat of the silent, attending to speeches ponderous or otherwise, of deliberation or humor."[19]
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 Recurring, infrequent duties




The President of the Senate also presides over counting and presentation of the votes of the Electoral College[image: External link]. This process occurs in the presence of both houses of Congress, generally on January 6 of the year following a U.S. presidential election[image: External link].[20] In this capacity, only four vice presidents have been able to announce their own election to the presidency: John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Martin Van Buren, and George H. W. Bush. At the beginning of 1961, it fell to Richard Nixon to preside over this process, which officially announced the election of his 1960 opponent, John F. Kennedy. In 2001, Al Gore announced the election of his opponent, George W. Bush. In 1969, Vice President Hubert Humphrey[image: External link] would have announced the election of his opponent, Richard Nixon; however, on the date of the Congressional joint session (January 6), Humphrey was in Norway[image: External link] attending the funeral of Trygve Lie[image: External link], the first elected Secretary-General[image: External link] of the United Nations[image: External link]. The president pro tempore presided in Humphrey's absence.[21]

In 1933, incumbent Vice President Charles Curtis announced the election of House Speaker John Nance Garner[image: External link] as his successor, while Garner was seated next to him on the House dais. The President of the Senate may also preside over most of the impeachment[image: External link] trials of federal officers. However, whenever the President of the United States is impeached, the US Constitution requires the Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link] to preside over the Senate for the trial. The Constitution is silent as to the presiding officer in the instance where the vice president is the officer impeached.[22]
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 Succession and the Twenty-Fifth Amendment




The U.S. Constitution originally provided that should the president die, resign, become disabled while in office or removed from office, "the Same shall devolve on the Vice President." Initially, it was unclear whether this meant the vice president became the new president or merely an acting president. This was first tested in 1841 with the death of President William Henry Harrison. Harrison's vice president, John Tyler, asserted that he had succeeded to the full presidential office, powers, and title, and declined to acknowledge documents referring to him as "Acting President." Despite some strong calls against it, Tyler took the oath of office as the nation's tenth President. Tyler's claim was not challenged legally, and so the Tyler precedent[image: External link] of full succession was established. This was made explicit by Section 1 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], ratified in 1967. In total, nine Vice Presidents have succeeded to the presidency. In addition to Tyler they are, Millard Fillmore, Andrew Johnson, Chester A. Arthur, Theodore Roosevelt, Calvin Coolidge, Harry S. Truman, Lyndon B. Johnson, and Gerald Ford.

Section 2 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment provides for vice presidential succession:


Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.



Gerald Ford was the first vice president selected by this method, after the resignation of Vice President Spiro Agnew in 1973; after succeeding to the presidency, Ford nominated Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link] as vice president.

Another issue was who had the power to declare that an incapacitated president is unable to discharge his duties. This question had arisen most recently with the illnesses of President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link]. Sections 3 and 4 of the amendment provide means for the vice president to become acting president[image: External link] upon the temporary disability of the president. Section 3 deals with self-declared incapacity[image: External link] of the president. Section 4 deals with incapacity declared by the joint action of the vice president and of a majority of the Cabinet or of such other body as Congress may by law provide. While Section 4 has never been invoked, Section 3 has been invoked three times: on July 13, 1985 when Ronald Reagan underwent surgery to remove cancerous[image: External link] polyps[image: External link] from his colon[image: External link], and twice more on June 29, 2002 and July 21, 2007 when George W. Bush underwent colonoscopy procedures requiring sedation. Prior to this amendment, Vice President Richard Nixon informally assumed some of President Dwight Eisenhower[image: External link]'s duties for several weeks on each of three occasions when Eisenhower was ill.
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 Informal roles




The extent of any informal roles and functions of the vice president depend on the specific relationship between the president and the vice president, but often include tasks such as drafter and spokesperson for the administration's policies, adviser to the president, and being a symbol of American concern or support. The influence of the vice president in this role depends almost entirely on the characteristics of the particular administration. Dick Cheney, for instance, was widely regarded as one of President George W. Bush's closest confidants. Al Gore was an important adviser to President Bill Clinton on matters of foreign policy[image: External link] and the environment[image: External link]. Often, vice presidents are chosen to act as a "balance" to the president[image: External link], taking either more moderate or radical positions on issues.

Under the American system the president is both head of state[image: External link] and head of government[image: External link], and the ceremonial duties of the former position are often delegated to the vice president. The vice president is often assigned the ceremonial duties of representing the president and the government at state funerals or other functions in the United States. This often is the most visible role of the vice president, and has occasionally been the subject of ridicule, such as during the vice presidency of George H. W. Bush. The vice president may meet with other heads of state or attend state funerals in other countries, at times when the administration wishes to demonstrate concern or support but cannot send the president themselves.
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 Office as stepping stone to the presidency




In recent decades, the vice presidency has frequently been used as a platform to launch bids for the presidency. The transition of the office to its modern stature occurred primarily as a result of Franklin Roosevelt's 1940 nomination, when he captured the ability to nominate his running mate instead of leaving the nomination to the convention. Prior to that, party bosses often used the vice presidential nomination as a consolation prize for the party's minority faction. A further factor potentially contributing to the rise in prestige of the office was the adoption of presidential preference primaries in the early 20th century. By adopting primary voting, the field of candidates for vice president was expanded by both the increased quantity and quality of presidential candidates successful in some primaries, yet who ultimately failed to capture the presidential nomination at the convention.

Of the thirteen presidential elections from 1956 to 2004, nine featured the incumbent president; the other four ( 1960[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1988[image: External link], 2000[image: External link]) all featured the incumbent vice president. Former vice presidents also ran, in 1984[image: External link] (Walter Mondale[image: External link]), and in 1968 (Richard Nixon, against the incumbent vice president, Hubert Humphrey[image: External link]). The first presidential election to include neither the incumbent president nor the incumbent vice president on a major party ticket since 1952 came in 2008 when President George W. Bush had already served two terms and Vice President Cheney chose not to run. Richard Nixon is also the only non-sitting vice president to be elected president, as well as the only person to be elected president and vice president twice each.
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 Selection process
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 Eligibility




The Twelfth Amendment[image: External link] states that "no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President[image: External link] shall be eligible to that of Vice President of the United States."[23] Thus, to serve as vice president, an individual must:


	Be a natural-born[image: External link] U.S. citizen[image: External link];

	Be at least 35 years old

	Have resided in the U.S. at least 14 years.[24]
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 Disqualifications




Additionally, Section 3 of the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] denies eligibility for any federal office to anyone who, having sworn an oath to support the United States Constitution[image: External link], later has rebelled against the United States. This disqualification, originally aimed at former supporters of the Confederacy[image: External link], may be removed by a two-thirds vote of each house of the Congress.

Under the Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link], the President of the United States may not be elected to more than two terms. However, there is no similar limitation on how many times one can be elected vice president. Scholars disagree whether a former president barred from election to the presidency is also ineligible to be elected or appointed vice president, as suggested by the Twelfth Amendment.[25][26] Age, nation of birth, and length of residency in the U.S. are eligibility requirements easily tested by reference to established facts, but the contingent and uncertain nature of vice presidential lines of succession mean that an otherwise eligible American citizen who had been elected as President for two terms might not therefore lose eligibility for the vice presidency if he or she is later appointed by Congress to the vice presidency through procedures codified by the Presidential Succession Act. However, this scenario has not yet been tested. Also, Article I, Section 3, Clause 7[image: External link] allows the Senate, upon voting to remove an impeached[image: External link] federal official from office, to disqualify that official from holding any federal office.
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 Residency limitation




While it is commonly held that the president and vice president must be residents of different states, this is not actually the case. Nothing in the Constitution prohibits both candidates being from a single state. Instead, the limitation imposed is on the members of the Electoral College, who must cast a ballot for at least one candidate who is not from their own state.

In theory, the candidates elected could both be from one state, but the electors of that state would, in a close electoral contest, run the risk of denying their vice presidential candidate the absolute majority[image: External link] required to secure the election, even if the presidential candidate is elected. This would then place the vice presidential election in the hands of the Senate.

In practice, however, residency is rarely an issue. Parties have avoided nominating tickets containing two candidates from the same state. Further, the candidates may themselves take action to alleviate any residency conflict. For example, at the start of the 2000 election cycle Dick Cheney was a resident of Texas[image: External link]; Cheney quickly changed his residency back to Wyoming[image: External link], where he had previously served as a U.S. Representative, when Texas governor and Republican[image: External link] presidential nominee George W. Bush asked Cheney to be his vice presidential candidate.
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 Nominating process




Though the vice president does not need to have any political experience, most major-party vice presidential nominees are current or former United States Senators or Representatives, with the occasional nominee being a current or former Governor, a high-ranking military officer, or a holder of a major post within the Executive Department. The vice presidential candidates of the major national political parties are formally selected by each party's quadrennial nominating convention, following the selection of the party's presidential candidates. The official process is identical to the one by which the presidential candidates are chosen, with delegates placing the names of candidates into nomination, followed by a ballot in which candidates must receive a majority to secure the party's nomination.

In practice, the presidential nominee has considerable influence on the decision, and in the 20th century it became customary for that person to select a preferred running mate, who is then nominated and accepted by the convention. In recent years, with the presidential nomination usually being a foregone conclusion as the result of the primary process, the selection of a vice presidential candidate is often announced prior to the actual balloting for the presidential candidate, and sometimes before the beginning of the convention itself. The first presidential aspirant to announce his selection for vice president before the beginning of the convention was Ronald Reagan who, prior to the 1976 Republican National Convention announced that Richard Schweiker[image: External link] would be his running mate. Reagan's supporters then sought to amend the convention rules so that Gerald R. Ford[image: External link] would be required to name his vice presidential running mate in advance as well. The proposal was defeated, and Reagan did not receive the nomination in 1976. Often, the presidential nominee will name a vice presidential candidate who will bring geographic or ideological balance to the ticket or appeal to a particular constituency.

The vice presidential candidate might also be chosen on the basis of traits the presidential candidate is perceived to lack, or on the basis of name recognition. To foster party unity, popular runners-up in the presidential nomination process are commonly considered. While this selection process may enhance the chances of success for a national ticket, in the past it often insured that the vice presidential nominee represented regions, constituencies, or ideologies at odds with those of the presidential candidate. As a result, vice presidents were often excluded from the policy-making process of the new administration. Many times their relationships with the president and his staff were aloof, non-existent, or even adversarial.

The ultimate goal of vice presidential candidate selection is to help and not hurt the party's chances of getting elected, nonetheless several vice presidential selections have been controversial. In 1984, Democratic nominee Walter Mondale[image: External link]'s groundbreaking choice of Geraldine Ferraro[image: External link] as his running mate (the first woman in U.S. history nominated for Vice President by a major political party), became a drag on the ticket due to repeated questions about her husband's finances. A selection whose positive traits make the presidential candidate look less favorable in comparison or which can cause the presidential candidate's judgment to be questioned often backfire, such as in 1988 when Democratic candidate Michael Dukakis[image: External link] chose experienced Texas Senator Lloyd Bentsen[image: External link]; Bentsen was considered a more seasoned statesman in federal politics and somewhat overshadowed Dukakis. Questions about Dan Quayle's experience were raised in the 1988 presidential campaign of George H. W. Bush, but the Bush-Quayle ticket still won handily. James Stockdale[image: External link], the choice of third-party candidate Ross Perot in 1992, was seen as unqualified by many and Stockdale had little preparation for the vice presidential debate, but the Perot-Stockdale ticket still won about 19% of the vote. In 2008, Republican John McCain chose Sarah Palin as his running mate. This surprise move would, it was hoped, draw women voters disappointed by Hillary Clinton's defeat in the Democratic presidential primaries into the McCain camp. Her selection soon came to be seen as a negative for McCain. This perception continued to grow throughout the campaign, especially after her interviews with Katie Couric[image: External link] led to concerns about her fitness for the presidency.[27]

Historically, vice presidential candidates were chosen to provide geographic and ideological balance to a presidential ticket, widening a presidential candidate's appeal to voters from outside his regional base or wing of the party. Candidates from electoral-vote rich states were usually preferred. However, in 1992, moderate Democrat Bill Clinton (of Arkansas[image: External link]) chose moderate Democrat Al Gore (of Tennessee) as his running mate. Despite the two candidates' near-identical ideological and regional backgrounds, Gore's extensive experience in national affairs enhanced the appeal of a ticket headed by Clinton, whose political career had been spent entirely at the local and state levels of government. In 2000, George W. Bush chose Dick Cheney of Wyoming[image: External link], a reliably Republican state with only three electoral votes, and in 2008, Barack Obama mirrored Bush's strategy when he chose Joe Biden of Delaware[image: External link], a reliably Democratic state, likewise one with only three electoral votes. Both Cheney and Biden were chosen for their experience in national politics (experience lacked by both Bush and Obama) rather than the ideological balance or electoral vote advantage they would provide.

The first presidential candidate to choose his vice presidential candidate was Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1940.[28] The last not to name a vice presidential choice, leaving the matter up to the convention, was Democrat[image: External link] Adlai Stevenson[image: External link] in 1956. The convention chose Tennessee Senator Estes Kefauver[image: External link] over Massachusetts[image: External link] Senator (and later president) John F. Kennedy. At the tumultuous 1972 Democratic convention, presidential nominee George McGovern[image: External link] selected Senator Thomas Eagleton[image: External link] as his running mate, but numerous other candidates were either nominated from the floor or received votes during the balloting. Eagleton nevertheless received a majority of the votes and the nomination, though he later resigned from the ticket, resulting in Sargent Shriver[image: External link] becoming McGovern's final running mate; both lost to the Nixon-Agnew ticket by a wide margin, carrying only Massachusetts and the District of Columbia.

In cases where the presidential nomination is still in doubt as the convention approaches, the campaigns for the two positions may become intertwined. In 1976, Ronald Reagan, who was trailing President Gerald R. Ford[image: External link] in the presidential delegate count, announced prior to the Republican National Convention that, if nominated, he would select Senator Richard Schweiker[image: External link] as his running mate. This move backfired to a degree, as Schweiker's relatively liberal voting record alienated many of the more conservative delegates who were considering a challenge to party delegate selection rules to improve Reagan's chances. In the end, Ford narrowly won the presidential nomination and Reagan's selection of Schweiker became moot.

In the 2008 Democratic presidential primaries which pitted Hillary Clinton against Barack Obama, Clinton suggested a Clinton-Obama ticket with Obama in the vice president slot as it would be "unstoppable" against the presumptive Republican nominee. Obama rejected the offer outright by noting "With all due respect. I won twice as many states as Sen. Clinton. I've won more of the popular vote than Sen. Clinton. I have more delegates than Sen. Clinton. So, I don't know how somebody who's in second place is offering vice presidency to the person who's in first place". Obama stated that the nomination process would have to be a choice between himself and Clinton, saying "I don't want anybody here thinking that 'Somehow, maybe I can get both'", by nominating Clinton as president and assuming he would be her running mate".[29][30] Some suggested that it was a ploy by the Clinton campaign to denigrate Obama as less qualified for the presidency.[31] Later, when Obama became the presumptive Democratic nominee, former President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] cautioned against Clinton being picked for the vice president slot on the ticket, saying "I think it would be the worst mistake that could be made. That would just accumulate the negative aspects of both candidates", citing opinion polls showing 50% of US voters with a negative view of Hillary Clinton.[32]
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 Election, oath, and tenure




Main article: Electoral College (United States)[image: External link]


Vice presidents are elected indirectly[image: External link] in the United States. A number of electors, collectively known as the Electoral College[image: External link], officially select the president. On Election Day[image: External link], voters in each of the states and the District of Columbia cast ballots for these electors. Each state is allocated a number of electors, equal to the size of its delegation in both Houses of Congress combined. Generally, the ticket that wins the most votes in a state wins all of that state's electoral votes and thus has its slate of electors chosen to vote in the Electoral College.

The winning slate of electors meet at its state's capital on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December, about six weeks after the election, to vote. They then send a record of that vote to Congress. The vote of the electors is opened by the sitting vice president, acting in his capacity as President of the Senate[image: External link] and read aloud to a joint session[image: External link] of the incoming Congress, which was elected at the same time as the president. Pursuant to the Twentieth Amendment[image: External link], the vice president's term of office begins at noon on January 20 of the year following the election. This date, known as Inauguration Day[image: External link], marks the beginning of the four-year terms of both the president and vice president.

Although Article VI requires that the vice president take an oath or affirmation of allegiance to the US Constitution, unlike the president, the United States Constitution[image: External link] does not specify the precise wording of the oath of office[image: External link] for the vice president. Several variants of the oath have been used since 1789; the current form, which is also recited by Senators, Representatives[image: External link] and other government officers, has been used since 1884:


I, (first name last name), do solemnly swear (or affirm[image: External link]) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. So help me God.[33][34]



The term of office for vice president is four years. While the Twenty-Second Amendment[image: External link] generally restricts the president to two terms, there is no similar limitation on the office of vice president, meaning an eligible person could hold the office as long as voters continued to vote for electors who in turn would renew the vice president's tenure. A vice president could even serve under different administrations, as George Clinton[image: External link] and John C. Calhoun[image: External link] have done.
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 Original election process and reform




Under the original terms of the Constitution, the electors of the Electoral College[image: External link] voted only for office of president rather than for both president and vice president. Each elector was allowed to vote for two people for the top office. The person receiving the greatest number of votes (provided that such a number was a majority of electors) would be president, while the individual who received the next largest number of votes became vice president. If no one received a majority of votes, then the House of Representatives[image: External link] would choose among the five candidates with the largest numbers of votes, with each state's representatives together casting a single vote. In such a case, the person who received the highest number of votes but was not chosen president would become vice president. In the case of a tie for second, then the Senate would choose the vice president.[35]

The original plan, however, did not foresee the development of political parties[image: External link] and their adversarial role in the government. For example, in the election of 1796[image: External link], Federalist[image: External link] John Adams came in first, but because the Federalist electors had divided their second vote amongst several vice presidential candidates, Democratic-Republican[image: External link] Thomas Jefferson came second. Thus, the president and vice president were from opposing parties. Predictably, Adams and Jefferson clashed over issues such as states' rights and foreign policy.[36]

A greater problem occurred in the election of 1800[image: External link], in which the two participating parties each had a secondary candidate they intended to elect as vice president, but the more popular Democratic-Republican party failed to execute that plan with their electoral votes. Under the system in place at the time (Article II, Section 1, Clause 3[image: External link]), the electors could not differentiate between their two candidates, so the plan had been for one elector to vote for Thomas Jefferson but not for Aaron Burr[image: External link], thus putting Burr in second place. This plan broke down for reasons that are disputed, and both candidates received the same number of votes. After 35 deadlocked ballots in the House of Representatives, Jefferson finally won on the 36th ballot and Burr became vice president.[37]

This tumultuous affair led to the adoption of the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link] in 1804, which directed the electors to use separate ballots to vote for the president and vice president.[23] While this solved the problem at hand, it ultimately had the effect of lowering the prestige of the vice presidency, as the office was no longer for the leading challenger for the presidency. The separate ballots for president and vice president became something of a moot issue later in the 19th century when it became the norm for popular elections to determine a state's Electoral College delegation.[citation needed[image: External link]] Electors chosen this way are pledged to vote for a particular presidential and vice presidential candidate (offered by the same political party). So, while the Constitution says that the president and vice president are chosen separately, in practice they are chosen together.

If no vice presidential candidate receives an Electoral College majority, then the Senate selects the vice president, in accordance with the United States Constitution[image: External link]. The Twelfth Amendment states that a "majority of the whole number" of Senators (currently 51 of 100) is necessary for election.[38] Further, the language requiring an absolute majority of Senate votes precludes the sitting vice president from breaking any tie which might occur.[39] The election of 1836 is the only election so far where the office of the vice president has been decided by the Senate. During the campaign, Martin Van Buren's running mate Richard Mentor Johnson[image: External link] was accused of having lived with a black woman. Virginia's 23 electors, who were pledged to Van Buren and Johnson, refused to vote for Johnson (but still voted for Van Buren). The election went to the Senate, where Johnson was elected 33-17.
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 Salary




The vice president's salary is $230,700.[40] The salary was set by the 1989 Government Salary Reform Act, which also provides an automatic cost of living adjustment for federal employees. The vice president does not automatically receive a pension based on that office, but instead receives the same pension as other members of Congress based on his position as President of the Senate.[41] The vice president must serve a minimum of two years to qualify for a pension.[42]

Since 1974, the official residence of the vice president and their family has been Number One Observatory Circle[image: External link], on the grounds of the United States Naval Observatory[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.
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 Impeachment




See also: Impeachment in the United States[image: External link] and Acting Vice President of the United States[image: External link]


Article I, Section 2, Clause 5[image: External link] and Article II, Section 4[image: External link] of the Constitution both authorize the House of Representatives to serve as a "grand jury[image: External link]" with the power to impeach high federal officials, including the president, for "treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors." Similarly, Article I, Section 3, Clause 6[image: External link] and Article II, Section 4[image: External link] both authorize the Senate to serve as a court with the power to remove impeached officials from office, given a two-thirds vote to convict. No vice president has ever been impeached.
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 Vacancies




Prior to ratification of the Twenty-fifth Amendment in 1967, no constitutional provision existed for filling an intra-term vacancy in the vice presidency. As a result, when one occurred, the office was left vacant until filled through the next ensuing election and inauguration. Between 1812 and 1967, the vice presidency was vacant on sixteen occasions—as a result of seven deaths,[43] one resignation, and eight cases in which the vice president succeeded to the presidency.

Since the Twenty-Fifth Amendment came into force[image: External link] the office has been vacant twice, until the confirmation of a new vice president by both houses of Congress[image: External link] and the swearing in ceremony. The first such instance occurred in 1973 following the resignation of Spiro Agnew, Richard Nixon's vice president. Gerald Ford was subsequently nominated by President Nixon and confirmed by Congress. The second occurred 10 months later when Nixon resigned following the Watergate scandal[image: External link] and Ford assumed the presidency. The resulting vice presidential vacancy was filled by Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link].[43] Ford and Rockefeller are the only two people to have served as vice president without having been elected to the office, and Ford remains the only person to have served as both vice president and president without being elected to either office.



	Vice Presidency vacancies[44]



	Dates
	Length

in days
	Reason
	Next Vice President

after vacancy



	March 4, 1789–April 21, 1789
	48
	Logistical delays as the new Federal Government began operations.
	John Adams, following his inauguration.



	April 20, 1812–March 4, 1813
	318
	George Clinton[image: External link] died.
	Elbridge Gerry[image: External link], following election of 1812[image: External link].



	November 23, 1814–March 4, 1817
	832
	Elbridge Gerry[image: External link] died.
	Daniel D. Tompkins[image: External link], following election of 1816[image: External link].



	December 28, 1832–March 4, 1833
	66
	John C. Calhoun[image: External link] resigned.
	Martin Van Buren, following election of 1832[image: External link].



	April 4, 1841–March 4, 1845
	1,430
	John Tyler succeeded to presidency.
	George M. Dallas[image: External link], following election of 1844.



	July 9, 1850–March 4, 1853
	969
	Millard Fillmore succeeded to presidency.
	William R. King[image: External link], following election of 1852[image: External link].



	April 18, 1853–March 4, 1857
	1,416
	William R. King[image: External link] died.
	John C. Breckinridge[image: External link], following election of 1856[image: External link].



	April 15, 1865–March 4, 1869
	1,419
	Andrew Johnson succeeded to presidency.
	Schuyler Colfax, following election of 1868[image: External link].



	November 22, 1875–March 4, 1877
	468
	Henry Wilson died.
	William A. Wheeler, following election of 1876[image: External link].



	September 19, 1881–March 4, 1885
	1,262
	Chester A. Arthur succeeded to presidency.
	Thomas A. Hendricks[image: External link], following election of 1884[image: External link].



	November 25, 1885–March 4, 1889
	1,195
	Thomas A. Hendricks[image: External link] died.
	Levi P. Morton, following election of 1888[image: External link].



	November 21, 1899–March 4, 1901
	468
	Garret Hobart died.
	Theodore Roosevelt, following election of 1900[image: External link].



	September 14, 1901–March 4, 1905
	1,267
	Theodore Roosevelt succeeded to presidency.
	Charles W. Fairbanks, following election of 1904[image: External link].



	October 30, 1912–March 4, 1913
	125
	James S. Sherman died.
	Thomas R. Marshall[image: External link], following election of 1912[image: External link].



	August 2, 1923–March 4, 1925
	580
	Calvin Coolidge succeeded to presidency.
	Charles G. Dawes, following election of 1924[image: External link].



	April 12, 1945–January 20, 1949
	1,379
	Harry S. Truman succeeded to presidency.
	Alben W. Barkley[image: External link], following election of 1948[image: External link].



	November 22, 1963–January 20, 1965
	425
	Lyndon B. Johnson succeeded to presidency.
	Hubert Humphrey[image: External link], following election of 1964[image: External link].



	October 10, 1973–December 6, 1973
	57
	Spiro Agnew resigned.
	Gerald Ford, following confirmation by Congress.



	August 9, 1974–December 19, 1974
	132
	Gerald Ford succeeded to presidency.
	Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link], following confirmation by Congress.
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 Growth of the office




Further information: Office of the Vice President of the United States[image: External link]




	“
	My country has in its wisdom contrived for me the most insignificant office that ever the invention of man contrived or his imagination conceived.
	”



	— John Adams, to his wife[45]




For much of its existence, the office of vice president was seen as little more than a minor position. Adams, the first vice president, was the first of many who found the job frustrating and stupefying, writing to his wife Abigail[image: External link] that "My country has in its wisdom contrived for me the most insignificant office that ever the invention of man contrived or his imagination conceived."[45] Many vice presidents lamented the lack of meaningful work in their role. John Nance Garner[image: External link], who served as vice president from 1933 to 1941 under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, claimed that the vice presidency "isn't worth a pitcher of warm piss."[46] Harry Truman[image: External link], who also served as vice president under Roosevelt, said that the office was as "useful as a cow's fifth teat."[47]

Thomas R. Marshall[image: External link], the 28th vice president, lamented: "Once there were two brothers. One ran away to sea; the other was elected Vice President of the United States. And nothing was heard of either of them again."[48] His successor, Calvin Coolidge, was so obscure that Major League Baseball[image: External link] sent him free passes that misspelled his name, and a fire marshal failed to recognize him when Coolidge's Washington residence was evacuated.[49]

When the Whig Party[image: External link] asked Daniel Webster[image: External link] to run for the vice presidency on Zachary Taylor's ticket, he replied "I do not propose to be buried until I am really dead and in my coffin."[50] This was the second time Webster declined the office, which William Henry Harrison had first offered to him. Ironically, both of the presidents making the offer to Webster died in office, meaning the three-time presidential candidate could have become president if he had accepted either. Since presidents rarely died in office, however, the better preparation for the presidency was considered to be the office of Secretary of State, in which Webster served under Harrison, Tyler, and later, Taylor's successor, Fillmore.

For many years, the vice president was given few responsibilities. Garret Hobart, the first vice president under William McKinley, was one of the very few vice presidents at this time who played an important role in the administration. A close confidant and adviser of the president, Hobart was called "Assistant President."[51] However, until 1919, vice presidents were not included in meetings of the President's Cabinet[image: External link]. This precedent was broken by President Woodrow Wilson when he asked Thomas R. Marshall[image: External link] to preside over Cabinet meetings while Wilson was in France negotiating the Treaty of Versailles[image: External link].[52] President Warren G. Harding also invited his vice president, Calvin Coolidge, to meetings. The next vice president, Charles G. Dawes, did not seek to attend Cabinet meetings under President Coolidge, declaring that "the precedent might prove injurious to the country."[53] Vice President Charles Curtis was also precluded from attending by President Herbert Hoover.

In 1933, Franklin D. Roosevelt raised the stature of the office by renewing the practice of inviting the vice president to cabinet meetings, which every president since has maintained. Roosevelt's first vice president, John Nance Garner[image: External link], broke with him over the "court-packing issue[image: External link], early in his second term, and became Roosevelt's leading critic. At the start of that term, on January 20, 1937[image: External link], Garner had been the first Vice President to be sworn into office on the Capitol steps in the same ceremony with the president; a tradition that continues. Prior to that time, vice presidents were traditionally inaugurated at a separate ceremony in the Senate chamber. Gerald R. Ford[image: External link] and Nelson A. Rockefeller[image: External link], who were both appointed to the office under the terms of the 25th amendment, were inaugurated in the House and Senate chambers, respectively.

Henry Wallace[image: External link], Roosevelt's Vice President during his third term (1941–1945), was given major responsibilities during World War II. However, after numerous policy disputes between Wallace and other Roosevelt Administration[image: External link] and Democratic Party officials, he was denied renomination to office at the 1944 Democratic National Convention[image: External link]. Harry Truman[image: External link] was selected instead. During his 82 day vice presidency, Truman was not informed about any war or post-war plans, including the Manhattan Project[image: External link], leading Truman to remark, wryly, that the job of the Vice President was to "go to weddings and funerals." As a result of this experience, Truman, after succeeding to the presidency upon Roosevelt 's death, recognized the need to keep the Vice President informed on national security issues. Congress made the vice president one of four statutory members of the National Security Council in 1949.

The stature of the Vice-presidency grew again while Richard Nixon was in office (1953–1961). He attracted the attention of the media and the Republican party, when Dwight Eisenhower[image: External link] authorized him to preside at Cabinet meetings in his absence. Nixon was also the first vice president to formally assume temporary control of the executive branch, which he did after Eisenhower suffered a heart attack[image: External link] on September 24, 1955, ileitis[image: External link] in June 1956, and a stroke[image: External link] in November 1957.

Until 1961, vice presidents had their offices on Capitol Hill[image: External link], a formal office in the Capitol itself and a working office in the Russell Senate Office Building[image: External link]. Lyndon B. Johnson was the first vice president to be given an office in the White House complex, in the Old Executive Office Building[image: External link]. The former Navy Secretary's office in the OEOB has since been designated the "Ceremonial Office of the Vice President" and is today used for formal events and press interviews. President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] was the first president to give his vice president, Walter Mondale[image: External link], an office in the West Wing[image: External link] of the White House, which all vice presidents have since retained. Because of their function as Presidents of the Senate, vice presidents still maintain offices and staff members on Capitol Hill.

Though Walter Mondale's tenure was the beginning of the modern day power of the vice presidency, the tenure of Dick Cheney saw a rapid growth in the office of the vice president. Vice President Cheney held a tremendous amount of power and frequently made policy decisions on his own, without the knowledge of the President.[54] After his tenure, and during the 2008 presidential campaign[image: External link], both vice presidential candidates, Sarah Palin and Joe Biden, stated the office had expanded too much under Cheney's tenure and both claimed they would reduce the role to simply being an adviser to the president.[55]
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 Post–vice presidency






	Living former vice presidents[image: External link]



	


	






	

Walter Mondale[image: External link] (age 89)

since 1981[image: External link] 








	






	

George H. W. Bush (age 93)

since 1989[image: External link] 








	






	

Dan Quayle (age 70)

since 1993[image: External link] 








	






	

Al Gore (age 69)

since 2001[image: External link] 








	






	

Dick Cheney (age 76)

since 2009[image: External link] 








	






	

Joe Biden (age 74)

since 2017 











Four vice presidents have been elected to the presidency while serving as vice president: John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Martin Van Buren and George H. W. Bush. Additionally, John C. Breckinridge[image: External link], Richard Nixon, Hubert Humphrey[image: External link] and Al Gore were each nominated by their respective parties, but did not succeed the presidents with whom they were elected, though Nixon was elected president eight years later.

Two vice presidents served under different presidents. George Clinton[image: External link] served under both Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, while John C. Calhoun served under John Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson. In 1900, Adlai Stevenson I[image: External link], who had earlier served as vice president under Grover Cleveland, ran for another term, this time as William Jennings Bryan[image: External link]'s running mate. Charles W. Fairbanks, vice president under Theodore Roosevelt, sought unsuccessfully to return to office as Charles Evans Hughes' running mate in 1916.

Some former vice presidents have sought other offices after serving as vice president. Daniel D. Tompkins[image: External link] ran for Governor of New York in 1820 while serving as vice president under James Monroe. He lost to DeWitt Clinton[image: External link], but was re-elected vice president. John C. Calhoun[image: External link] resigned as vice president to accept election as US Senator[image: External link] from South Carolina. Hannibal Hamlin, Andrew Johnson, Alben Barkley[image: External link] and Hubert H. Humphrey were all elected to the Senate after leaving office. Levi P. Morton, vice president under Benjamin Harrison, was elected Governor of New York after leaving office.

Adlai Stevenson I was narrowly defeated for Governor of Illinois[image: External link] in 1908. Richard Nixon unsuccessfully sought the governorship of California in 1962, nearly two years after leaving office as vice president and just over six years before becoming president. Walter Mondale ran unsuccessfully for president in 1984[image: External link], served as U.S. Ambassador[image: External link] to Japan from 1993 to 1996, and then sought unsuccessfully to return to the Senate in 2002[image: External link]. George H. W. Bush won the presidency, and his vice president, Dan Quayle, sought the Republican nomination in 2000.

Since 1977, former presidents and vice presidents who are elected or re-elected to the Senate are entitled to the largely honorific position of Deputy President pro tempore[image: External link]. So far, the only former vice president to have held this title is Hubert Humphrey following his return to the Senate. Walter Mondale would have been entitled to the position had his 2002 Senate bid been successful.

Under the terms of an 1886 Senate resolution, all former vice presidents are entitled to a portrait bust[image: External link] in the Senate wing of the United States Capitol[image: External link], commemorating their service as presidents of the Senate. Dick Cheney is the most recent former vice president to be so honored.

Unlike former presidents, who receive a pension automatically regardless of their time in office, former vice presidents must reach pension eligibility by accumulating the appropriate time in federal service. Since 2008, former vice presidents are also entitled to Secret Service[image: External link] personal protection.[56] Former vice presidents traditionally receive Secret Service protection for up to six months after leaving office, by order of the Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link], though this can be extended if the Secretary believes the level of threat is sufficient.[57]

In 2008, a bill titled the "Former Vice President Protection Act" was passed by Congress and signed into law by President Bush.[58] It provides six-month Secret Service protection by law to a former vice president and family. According to the Department of Homeland Security, protection for former vice president Cheney has been extended numerous times because threats against him have not decreased since his leaving office.[59]
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 Timeline of vice presidents




This is a graphical timeline listing of the Vice Presidents of the United States.
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	List of Vice Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	Acting Vice President of the United States[image: External link]

	Presiding Officer of the United States Senate[image: External link]
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Michael Richard Pence (born June 7, 1959) is an American politician, lawyer, and the 48th and current Vice President of the United States[image: External link]. He previously served as the 50th Governor of Indiana[image: External link] from 2013 to 2017.

Born and raised in Columbus, Indiana[image: External link], Pence graduated from Hanover College[image: External link] and earned a law degree from the Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School of Law[image: External link] before entering private practice. After losing two bids for a U.S. congressional seat[image: External link] in 1988 and 1990, he became a conservative radio and television talk show host from 1994 to 1999. Pence was elected to the United States Congress in 2000 and represented Indiana's 2nd congressional district[image: External link] and Indiana's 6th congressional district[image: External link] in the United States House of Representatives[image: External link] from 2001 to 2013. He served as the chairman[image: External link] of the House Republican Conference[image: External link] from 2009 to 2011.[1] Pence positioned himself as a principled ideologue[image: External link] and supporter of the Tea Party movement, noting he was "a Christian, a conservative, and a Republican, in that order."[2]

Upon becoming Governor of Indiana[image: External link] in January 2013, Pence initiated the largest tax cut[image: External link] in Indiana's history, pushed for more funding for education initiatives, and continued to increase the state's budget surplus. Pence signed bills intended to restrict abortions, including one that prohibited abortions if the reason for the procedure was the fetus's race, gender, or disability.[3] Pence stirred several high-profile controversies, including with his signature of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act[image: External link], for which he encountered fierce resistance from moderate members of his party, the business community, and LGBT[image: External link] advocates. He later signed an additional bill acting as an amendment intended to protect LGBT people.

On November 8, 2016, Pence was elected as Vice President, after he dropped out of his gubernatorial re-election campaign[image: External link] in July to become the vice presidential running mate for Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump, who went on to win the presidential election[image: External link].
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 Early life and career




Michael Richard "Mike" Pence was born June 7, 1959, in Columbus, Indiana[image: External link], one of six children of Nancy Jane (née Cawley) and Edward J. Pence, Jr. (1929–1988),[4] who ran a group of gas stations.[5][6] His father served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War[image: External link] and received the Bronze Star[image: External link] in 1953, which Pence displays in his office along with its accommodation letter and a reception photograph.[7] His family were Irish Catholic[image: External link] Democrats[image: External link].[8] Pence was named after his grandfather, Richard Michael Cawley, who emigrated from County Sligo[image: External link], Ireland, to the United States through Ellis Island[image: External link] and became a bus driver[image: External link] in Chicago, Illinois.[9][10][11] His maternal grandmother's parents were from Doonbeg[image: External link], County Clare[image: External link].[12][13]

Pence graduated from Columbus North High School[image: External link] in 1977. He earned a BA[image: External link] degree in history from Hanover College[image: External link] in 1981, and a JD[image: External link] degree from the Indiana University[image: External link]'s Robert H. McKinney School of Law[image: External link] in Indianapolis[image: External link] in 1986. While at Hanover, Pence joined the Phi Gamma Delta[image: External link] fraternity, where he became the chapter president.[14] After graduating from Hanover, Pence was an admissions counselor at the college from 1981 to 1983.[15]

In his childhood and early adulthood, Pence was a Roman Catholic[image: External link] and a Democrat[image: External link]. He volunteered for the Bartholomew County[image: External link] Democratic Party in 1976 and voted for Jimmy Carter[image: External link] in the 1980 presidential election[image: External link],[11][16] and has stated that he was originally inspired to get involved in politics by people such as John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link][16] While in college, Pence became an evangelical, born-again Christian, to the great disappointment of his mother.[16][11] His political views also started shifting to the right during this time in his life, something which Pence attributes to the "common-sense conservatism of Ronald Reagan" that he began to identify with.[16][17]

After graduating from law school in 1986, Pence was an attorney in private practice.[18] He ran unsuccessfully for a congressional seat in 1988 and in 1990. In 1991, he became the president of the Indiana Policy Review Foundation, a self-described free-market[image: External link] think tank[image: External link] and a member of the State Policy Network[image: External link].[19][20]

Pence left the Indiana Policy Review Foundation in 1993, a year after beginning to host The Mike Pence Show, a talk radio program based in WRCR-FM[image: External link] in Rushville, Indiana[image: External link].[21][22] Pence called himself "Rush Limbaugh on decaf" since he considered himself politically conservative while not as outspoken as Limbaugh.[23] The show was syndicated by Network Indiana and aired weekdays 9 a.m. to noon (ET) on 18 stations throughout the state, including WIBC[image: External link] in Indianapolis.[21] From 1995 to 1999, Pence also hosted a weekend political talk show from Indianapolis.[24][25]
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 House of Representatives




In 1988, Pence ran for Congress against Democratic[image: External link] incumbent Phil Sharp[image: External link], but lost.[26] He ran against Sharp again in 1990, quitting his job in order to work full-time in the campaign, but once again was unsuccessful.[26] During the race, Pence used "political donations to pay the mortgage on his house, his personal credit card bill, groceries, golf tournament fees and car payments for his wife."[27] While the spending was not illegal at the time, it reportedly undermined his campaign.[27]

During the 1990 campaign, Pence ran a television advertisement in which an actor, dressed in a robe and headdress and speaking in a thick Middle Eastern accent, thanked his opponent, Sharp, for doing nothing to wean the United States off imported oil as chairman of a House subcommittee on energy and power.[27][28] In response to criticism, Pence's campaign responded that the ad was not about Arabs; rather, it concerned Sharp's lack of leadership.[27][28] In 1991, Pence wrote an essay, "Confessions of a Negative Campaigner", published in the Indiana Policy Review, in which he apologized for running negative ads against Sharp.[23][27][29]

Mike Pence rejuvenated his political career by running for the U.S. House of Representatives again in 2000, this time winning the seat in Indiana's 2nd congressional district[image: External link] after six-year incumbent David M. McIntosh[image: External link] opted to run for governor of Indiana. The district (renumbered as Indiana's 6th congressional district[image: External link] beginning in 2002) comprises all or portions of 19 counties in eastern Indiana. As a Congressman, Pence adopted the slogan he had used on the radio, describing himself as "a Christian, a conservative and a Republican, in that order."[2] While in Congress, Pence belonged to the Tea Party Caucus[image: External link].[30]

In his first year in office Pence established a reputation as one with strong convictions willing to go his own way. He opposed President George W. Bush's No Child Left Behind Act[image: External link] in 2001,[31] as well as President Bush's Medicare prescription drug expansion the following year.[32] Pence was re-elected four more times by comfortable margins. In the 2006[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], and 2010[image: External link] House elections, he defeated Democrat Barry Welsh[image: External link].[33][34][35]

Pence began to climb the party leadership structure and from 2005 to 2007 was chairman of the Republican Study Committee, a group of conservative House Republicans.[36] In November 2006, Pence announced his candidacy for leader of the Republican Party (minority leader[image: External link]) in the United States House of Representatives[image: External link].[37] Pence's release announcing his run for minority leader focused on a "return to the values" of the Newt Gingrich-headed 1994 Republican Revolution[image: External link].[37] However, he lost the bid to Representative John Boehner[image: External link] of Ohio by a vote of 168 for Boehner, 27 for Pence, and one for Representative Joe Barton[image: External link] of Texas.[38] In January 2009, Pence was elected as the Republican Conference Chairman[image: External link], the third-highest-ranking Republican leadership position. He ran unopposed and was elected unanimously. He was the first representative from Indiana to hold a House leadership position since 1981.[1] During Pence's twelve years in the House, he introduced 90 bills and resolutions[image: External link]; none became law.[39] His committee assignments in the House were the following:


	
107th Congress[image: External link] (2001–2003): Agriculture[image: External link], Judiciary[image: External link], Small Business[image: External link][40]


	
108th Congress (2003–2005): Agriculture, International Relations[image: External link], Judiciary[41]


	
109th Congress (2005–2007): Agriculture, International Relations, Judiciary[42]


	
110th Congress[image: External link] (2007–2009): Foreign Affairs, Judiciary, Select Committee to Investigate the Voting Irregularities of August 2, 2007[image: External link] (Ranking Member)[43]


	
111th Congress[image: External link] (2009–2011): Foreign Affairs[44]


	
112th Congress[image: External link] (2011–2013): Foreign Affairs, Judiciary.[45]




In 2008, Esquire[image: External link] magazine listed Pence as one of the ten best members of Congress, writing that Pence's "unalloyed traditional conservatism has repeatedly pitted him against his party elders."[46] Pence was mentioned as a possible Republican candidate for president in 2008[image: External link][47] and 2012[image: External link].[48] In September 2010, he was the top choice for president in a straw poll conducted by the Values Voter Summit[image: External link].[49][50] That same year he was encouraged to run against incumbent Democratic Senator Evan Bayh[image: External link],[51][52][53] but opted not to enter the race,[54] even after Bayh unexpectedly announced that he would retire.[55]
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 Governor of Indiana (2013–2017)
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 2012 election




Main article: Indiana gubernatorial election, 2012[image: External link]


In May 2011, Mike Pence announced that he would be seeking the Republican nomination for governor of Indiana[image: External link] in 2012.[56] Incumbent Republican Governor Mitch Daniels[image: External link] was term-limited. Despite strong name recognition and a popular outgoing governor of the same party, Pence found himself in a heated race, eventually pulling out a close win with just under 50 percent of the vote against Democrat John R. Gregg[image: External link] and Libertarian nominee Rupert Boneham[image: External link].[57] Pence was sworn in as the 50th governor of Indiana[image: External link] on January 14, 2013.[58]
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 Fiscal and economic policy




Pence "inherited a $2 billion budget reserve from his predecessor, Mitch Daniels[image: External link], and the state has added to that reserve under his watch, though not before requiring state agencies, including public universities, to reduce funding in years in which revenue fell below projections."[59] The state finished fiscal year 2014 with a reserve of $2 billion; budget cuts ordered by Pence for the $14 billion annual state budget include $24 million cut from colleges and universities; $27 million cut from the 'Family and Social Services Administration' (FSSA[60]); and $12 million cut from the Department of Correction[image: External link].[61] During Pence's term as governor, the unemployment rate reflected the national average.[62] Indiana's job growth lagged slightly behind the national trend.[63] In 2014, Indiana's economy was among the slowest-growing in the United States, with 0.4 percent GDP growth, compared to the national average of 2.2 percent; this was attributed in part to a sluggish manufacturing sector.[64] Carrier Corp.[image: External link] and United Technologies Electronic Controls[image: External link] (UTEC) announced in 2016 that they would be closing two facilities in Indiana, sending 2,100 jobs to Mexico; the Trump campaign criticized the moves[65] and Pence expressed "deep disappointment".[66][67] Pence was unsuccessful in his efforts to persuade the companies to stay in the state, although the companies agreed to reimburse local and state governments for certain tax incentives that they had received.[67][68] The Indiana Economic Development Corporation[image: External link] led by Pence had approved $24 million in incentives to 10 companies who sent jobs abroad. $8.7 million had been paid out by August 2016.[65]

In 2013, Pence signed a law blocking local governments in Indiana from requiring businesses to offer higher wages or benefits beyond those required by federal law. In 2015, Pence also repealed an Indiana law that required construction companies working on publicly funded projects to pay a prevailing wage[image: External link].[69][70][71][72] Indiana enacted right-to-work legislation[image: External link] under Pence's predecessor, Republican governor Mitch Daniels[image: External link]. Under Pence, the state successfully defended this legislation against a labor[image: External link] challenge.[70]

Pence made tax reform, namely a 10 percent income-tax rate cut, a priority for 2013.[73][74] While he did not get the 10 percent cut he advocated, Pence did accomplish his goal of cutting state taxes.[73] Legislators cut the income tax by 5 percent and also killed the inheritance tax.[73] Speaker of the House Brian Bosma[image: External link] said that the legislative package was the "largest tax cut in our state's history, about $1.1 billion dollars."[75] By signing Senate Bill 1, the state corporate income tax would be dropped from 6.5 percent to 4.9 percent by 2021, which would be the second-lowest corporate income tax in the nation.[76] The law also permitted Indiana counties to eliminate the business personal property tax on new equipment and let them exempt small businesses with less than $20,000 worth of equipment from paying personal property taxes.[76]

On June 12, 2013, the Indiana Legislature overrode[image: External link] Pence's veto of a bill to retroactively authorize a local tax. Lawmakers overrode Pence's veto in a 68–23 vote in the House[image: External link] and a 34–12 one in the Senate[image: External link].[77] Republican legislators overwhelmingly voted against Pence, while most Democrats supported his veto.[78] The Jackson–Pulaski tax fix, one of three bills vetoed by Pence during the session, addressed a 15-year-old county income tax which had been imposed to fund the construction of jail facilities with the stipulation that the tax be lowered by 1 percent after the first several years. The reduction was not implemented and thus county residents paid an additional 1 percent tax that they were legally not required to pay. The bill, which was passed by a huge majority of legislators and subsequently vetoed by Pence, allowed money to be kept and not returned to the tax payers as would have otherwise been necessary.[78][79]

As governor, Pence pressed for a balanced budget amendment to the state's constitution[image: External link]. He initially proposed the initiative in his State of the State address in January 2015. The legislation passed the state Senate.[80] Indiana has had AAA credit ratings[image: External link] with the three major credit-rating agencies[image: External link] since 2010, before Pence took office; these ratings were maintained throughout Pence's tenure.[81]

In 2014, Pence supported the Indiana Gateway project,[82] a $71.4 million passenger[image: External link] and freight rail[image: External link] improvement initiative paid for by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009[image: External link] (the federal stimulus package), which Pence had voted against while a congressman.[83] In October 2015, Pence "announced plans to pay off a $250 million federal loan" to cover unemployment insurance payments that spiked during the recession[image: External link].[59] In March 2016, Pence signed legislation to fund a $230 million two-year road-funding package.[59]
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 Education




During his tenure as governor, Pence supported significant increases in education funding to pre-schools, voucher programs[image: External link], and charter schools[image: External link], but frequently clashed with supporters of traditional public schools.[84][85] In 2014, a little over one year after taking office, Pence helped establish a $10 million state preschool pilot program[image: External link] in Indiana and testified personally before the state Senate[image: External link] Education Committee in favor of the program to convince fellow Republicans (several of whom opposed the proposal) to approve the plan.[84][85] Although the plan was initially defeated, Pence successfully managed to revive it, "getting Indiana off the list of just 10 states that spent no direct funds to help poor children attend preschool."[85] Demand for enrollment in the program "far outstripped" capacity, and Pence at first refused to apply for up to $80 million in federal Health and Human Services[image: External link] Preschool Development Grant program funding,[84] arguing that "Indiana must develop our own pre-K program without federal intrusion."[86] After coming under sustained criticism for this position, Pence reversed course and sought to apply for the funds.[84][87]

In 2015, Pence secured significant increases in charter-school funding from the legislation, although he did not get everything he had proposed.[85] Legislation signed into law by Pence in 2013 greatly increased the number of students in Indiana who qualify for school vouchers, making it one of the largest voucher programs in the United States.[88][89][90][91] The annual cost of the program is estimated to be $53 million for the 2015–16 school year.[90][91]

Pence opposed the Common Core State Standards Initiative, calling for the repeal of the standards in his 2014 State of the State address[image: External link]. The Indiana General Assembly then passed a bill to repeal the standards, becoming the first state to do so.[84][85]

Despite successful advocacy for more funding for pre-schools, voucher programs[image: External link], and charter schools[image: External link], Pence has frequently clashed with teachers unions and supporters of public schooling[image: External link].[84][85] In one of his first acts as governor, Pence removed control of the Educational Employment Relations Board, which was in charge of handling conflicts between unions and school boards[image: External link], from Glenda Ritz[image: External link], a Democrat who was the Indiana Superintendent of Public Instruction[image: External link] (a separately elected position in the state).[92] Pence created a new "Center for Education and Career Innovation" (CECI) to coordinate efforts between schools and the private sector; Ritz opposed the Center, viewing it as a "power grab" and encroachment on her own duties. Pence eventually disestablished the Center in order to help defuse the conflict.[84][85] In May 2015, Pence signed a bill stripping Ritz of much of her authority over standardized testing[image: External link] and other education issues, and reconstituting the State Board of Education dominated by Pence appointees.[93] The bill also allowed the board to appoint a chairman other than the Superintendent of Public Instruction starting in 2017, and added the State Board of Education (controlled by Pence) as a "state educational authority" along with the Department of Education (controlled by Ritz) for purposes of accessing sensitive student data.[93] Pence and Ritz also clashed over non-binding federal guidelines that advised Indiana public schools must treat transgender students in a way that corresponds to their gender identity[image: External link], even if their education files indicate a different gender.[94]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Energy and environment




During Pence's term in office, the Republican-controlled Indiana General Assembly[image: External link] "repeatedly tried to roll back renewable energy[image: External link] standards and successfully ended Indiana's energy efficiency efforts."[95] Pence has been an outspoken supporter of the coal industry[image: External link], declaring in his 2015 State of the State address[image: External link] that "Indiana is a pro-coal state," expressing support for an "all-of-the-above energy strategy," and stating: "we must continue to oppose the overreaching schemes of the EPA until we bring their war on coal to an end."[95][96] In 2015, Pence sent a letter to President Obama denouncing the EPA's Clean Power Plan (which would regulate carbon emissions from existing power plants) and stating that Indiana would refuse to comply with the plan.[95][97] Indiana joined other states in a lawsuit seeking to invalidate the plan.[95] In 2016, Pence stated that even if legal challenges failed, Indiana would continue to defy the rule and would not come up with its own plan to reduce emissions.[98]
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 Gun policy




In 2014, over the opposition of Indiana school organizations, Pence signed a bill which allows firearms to be kept in vehicles on school property.[99] In 2015, following a shooting in Chattanooga[image: External link], Pence recruited the National Rifle Association[image: External link] to train the Indiana National Guard[image: External link] on concealed carry. Some National Guard officials from other states questioned why a civilian organization would be involved in a military issue.[100] In May 2015, Pence signed into law Senate Bill 98, which limited lawsuits against gun and ammunition manufacturers and sellers and retroactively terminated the City of Gary's still-pending 1999 lawsuit against gun manufacturers and retailers that allegedly made illegal sales of handguns[image: External link].[101][102] The bill was supported by Republicans such as state Senator Jim Tomes[image: External link], who hoped that the measure would attract more gun-related businesses to Indiana, but opposed by Gary mayor[image: External link] and former Indiana attorney general[image: External link] Karen Freeman-Wilson[image: External link], who viewed the measure as "an unprecedented violation of the separation of powers[image: External link] between the legislative and judicial branches of state government."[102] In 2016, Pence signed Senate Bill 109 into law, legalizing the captive hunting[image: External link] of farm-raised deer in Indiana.[103]
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 Public health




Beginning in December 2014, there was an HIV outbreak in Southern Indiana.[104] In 2011, Planned Parenthood ran five rural clinics in Indiana. They tested for HIV and offered prevention, intervention and counseling for better health. The one in Scott County[image: External link] performed no abortions.[105] The Republican-controlled legislature and Pence defunded Planned Parenthood.[106] Scott County has been without an HIV testing center since 2013.[105] Pence had long been a vocal opponent of needle exchange programs[image: External link], which allow drug users to trade in used syringes for sterile ones in order to stop the spread of diseases, despite evidence that such programs prevent the spread of AIDS and hepatitis C, and do not increase drug abuse.[104]

In March 2015, after the outbreak began, Pence allowed at least five counties to open needle exchanges, but has not moved to lift the state ban on funding for needle exchanges.[104] Critics say Pence's compromise has been ineffective because counties had no way to pay for needle exchanges themselves. Indiana State Health Commissioner Jerome Adams defended Pence, saying that publicly funded needle exchange programs are controversial in many conservative communities. In middle America, Adams said, you can't "just point your finger at folks and say, 'You need to have a syringe exchange and we’re going to pay for it with your tax dollars.'"[107]

In 2015, Pence and the Obama administration[image: External link] agreed to expand Medicaid[image: External link] in Indiana, in accordance with the Affordable Care Act.[108][109] As part of the expansion, Pence negotiated modifications to the program for Indiana that included co-payments by participants. The co-payments are linked to healthy behaviors on the part of the participants, so that, for example, a participant who quit smoking would receive a lower co-payment. Participants can lose benefits for failing to make the payments.[110]
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 Religion and LGBT rights




See also: Religious Freedom Restoration Act (Indiana)[image: External link]


On March 26, 2015, Pence signed Indiana Senate Bill 101[image: External link], also known as the Indiana "religious objections" bill (Religious Freedom Restoration Act, or RFRA), into law.[111] The law's signing was met with criticism by people and groups who felt the law was carefully worded in a way that would permit discrimination against LGBT[image: External link] persons.[112][113][114][115] Such organizations as the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA), the gamer convention Gen Con[image: External link], and the Disciples of Christ[image: External link] spoke out against the law. Apple CEO Tim Cook[image: External link] and Salesforce.com CEO Marc Benioff[image: External link] condemned the law, with Salesforce.com[image: External link] saying it would halt its plans to expand in the state.[116][117] Angie's List[image: External link] announced that they would cancel a $40 million expansion of their Indianapolis based headquarters over concerns with the law. The expansion would have moved 1000 jobs into the state.[118] Thousands protested against the policy.[112] Five GOP state representatives voted against the bill, and Greg Ballard[image: External link], the Republican mayor of Indianapolis, criticized it as sending the "wrong signal" about the state.[119]

Pence defended the law, stating that it was not about discrimination. In an appearance on the ABC News program This Week with George Stephanopoulos[image: External link],[120] Pence stated, "We are not going to change this law", while refusing to answer whether examples of discrimination against LGBT people given by Eric Miller of anti-LGBT group Advance America[image: External link] would be legal under the law.[121] Pence denied the law permitted discrimination and wrote in a March 31, 2015, Wall Street Journal op-ed, "If I saw a restaurant owner refuse to serve a gay couple, I wouldn't eat there anymore. As governor of Indiana, if I were presented a bill that legalized discrimination against any person or group, I would veto it."[122] In the wake of the backlash against the RFRA, on April 2, 2015, Pence signed legislation revising the law to prevent potential discrimination.[123]
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 Abortion




Another controversy arose in March 2016 when Pence signed into law H.B. 1337, a bill that both banned certain abortion procedures and placed new restrictions on abortion providers[image: External link]. The bill banned abortion if the reason for the procedure given by the pregnant person was the fetus[image: External link]' race or gender or a fetal abnormality. In addition, the bill required that all fetal remains from abortions or miscarriages at any stage of pregnancy be buried or cremated, which according to the Guttmacher Institute[image: External link] was not required in any other state.[124][125][126] The law was described as "exceptional for its breadth"; if implemented, it would have made Indiana "the first state to have a blanket ban on abortions based solely on race, sex or suspected disabilities, including evidence of Down syndrome[image: External link]."[125] Days after the U.S. Supreme Court issued its decision in Whole Woman's Health v. Hellerstedt[image: External link], a federal court[image: External link] issued a preliminary injunction[image: External link] blocking the bill from taking effect, with U.S. District Judge Tanya Walton Pratt[image: External link] determining that the bill was likely to be unconstitutional and that the State of Indiana would be unlikely to prevail at trial.[125]
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 Media and the press




In June 2013, Pence was criticized for deleting comments of others posted on his official government Facebook page; he apologized.[127]

On January 26, 2015 it was widely reported that Pence had planned to launch a state-run, taxpayer-funded news service for Indiana.[128] The service, called "JustIN", was to be overseen by a former reporter for The Indianapolis Star[image: External link], and would feature breaking news, stories written by press secretaries, and light features.[128] At the time, it was reported that the two employees who would run the news service would be paid a combined $100,000 yearly salary.[128] The target audience was small newspapers that had limited staff, but the site would also serve to communicate directly with the public. The publisher of the Commercial Review of Portland, Indiana[image: External link], said, "I think it's a ludicrous idea ... the notion of elected officials presenting material that will inevitably have a pro-administration point of view is antithetical to the idea of an independent press."[128] There was speculation that the news service would publish pro-administration stories that would make Pence look good in the event of a presidential run.[129]

According to Associated Press, the idea "of stories prewritten for the media set off a wave of criticism from journalists around the country, who likened the Indiana endeavor to state-run media in Russia and China. Headlines like 'Pravda in the Plains' accompanied calls for Pence to scrap the idea."[130] David A. Graham of The Atlantic regarded the announcement of JustIN as evidence of a disturbing changing trend in how the public gets news.[131] After a week or so of controversy about the idea, Pence scrapped the idea saying, "However well-intentioned, after thorough review of the preliminary planning and careful consideration of the concerns expressed, I am writing you to inform you that I have made a decision to terminate development of the JustIN website immediately."[132]
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 Syrian refugee crisis




As governor, Pence attempted unsuccessfully to prevent Syrian refugees[image: External link] from being resettled in Indiana.[133] In February 2016, a federal judge ruled that Pence's order to cut off federal funds for a local non-profit refugee resettlement agency was unconstitutional; Pence has appealed.[133] In December 2015, Pence stated that "calls to ban Muslims from entering the U.S. are offensive and unconstitutional".[134]
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 Use of private email




As governor, Pence routinely used a personal AOL email account[image: External link] to conduct official business, according to public records. In 2016, Hackers compromised the account and used it to send fraudulent emails in an attempt to obtain money from Pence's contacts. While this use is not prohibited by Indiana law, some of the emails discussed sensitive matters and homeland security issues.[135] In March 2017, after Pence had become vice president, the State of Indiana released 29 emails to media outlets that had made public records requests[image: External link], but withheld an undisclosed number of other emails, saying that they were deliberative[image: External link] or advisory and thus exempt from public disclosure.[135] Cybersecurity experts and government transparency[image: External link] advocates were surprised by Pence's use of a personal email account to conduct public business, given Pence's past attacks on Hillary Clinton's use of a private email server while U.S. secretary of state.[135]
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 Re-election campaign and withdrawal




Main article: Indiana gubernatorial election, 2016[image: External link]


Pence ran for a second term as governor. He was unopposed in the May 3, 2016, Republican primary for governor. He was to face Democrat John R. Gregg[image: External link], former speaker of the Indiana House of Representatives[image: External link], in a rematch of the 2012 race. However, Pence filed paperwork ending his campaign on July 15, 2016, as Trump announced his selection of Pence as his vice presidential running mate[image: External link].[136] Lieutenant Governor Eric Holcomb[image: External link] was nominated in Pence's place, and selected Suzanne Crouch[image: External link] as his running mate.[137][138] Holcomb went on to defeat Gregg in the general election.[139]
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 2016 vice presidential campaign




See also: Republican Party vice presidential candidate selection, 2016


Pence endorsed Senator Ted Cruz of Texas in the 2016 Republican presidential primaries.[47]

Donald Trump considered naming Pence as his vice presidential running mate along with other finalists including New Jersey governor Chris Christie and former House speaker Newt Gingrich. The Indianapolis Star[image: External link] reported July 14 that Pence would end his re-election campaign and accept the Republican vice presidential nomination instead.[140] This was widely reported on July 14, 2016. The following day, Trump officially announced on Twitter that Pence would be his running mate.[141][142][143]

Immediately after the announcement, Pence said that he was "very supportive of Donald Trump's call to temporarily suspend immigration from countries where terrorist influence and impact represents a threat to the United States".[144] Pence said that he was "absolutely" in sync with Trump's Mexican wall[image: External link] proposal, stating that Mexico was "absolutely" going to pay for it.[145]

According to a FiveThirtyEight[image: External link] rating of candidates' ideology, Pence was the most conservative vice-presidential candidate in the last forty years.[146]

Pence stated that his role model as vice president would be Dick Cheney.[147]

During Pence's preparations for the vice presidential debate in October 2016, Scott Walker played the role of Tim Kaine.[148] (In Kaine's own debate prep, Robert Barnett[image: External link] was selected to play Pence.)[149]

In response to lewd comments made by Donald Trump in 2005,[150] and reported in The Washington Post on Friday, October 7, 2016, Pence said “I do not condone his remarks and cannot defend them", but Pence made clear that he was standing by the presidential candidate.[151] The candidate's campaign substituted Pence for Trump at a campaign event from which Trump was "uninvited" by Paul Ryan, the Speaker of the U. S. House of Representatives.[152]

According to The New York Times, Pence called Trump on October 8, 2016 and told him that he would not appear at the campaign event with Ryan as a replacement for Trump and that Trump would need to handle the next 48 hours on his own, as Pence said he did not think he would be an effective surrogate for Trump.[153] On October 10, 2016, Pence appeared on CNN and said that it was "absolutely false to suggest that at any point in time we considered dropping off this ticket" and that it is the "greatest honor of my life" to be nominated as Trump's running mate.[154]

On October 27, 2016, a chartered Boeing 737 carrying Pence skidded off a runway at LaGuardia Airport[image: External link] in New York City and was slowed by an engineered materials arrestor system[image: External link]; no injuries were reported.[155]
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 Vice President of the United States (2017–present)




On November 8, 2016, Pence was elected[image: External link] Vice President of the United States as Trump's running mate.

Soon after the election, he was appointed chairman of President-elect Trump's transition team.[156] During the transition phase of the Trump Administration[image: External link], Pence was reported as holding a large degree of influence in the administration due to his roles as a mediator between Trump and congressional Republicans, for reassuring conservatives about Trump's conservative credentials, and his influence in determining Donald Trump's cabinet[image: External link].[157][158]

Pence was to become the sixth Hoosier[image: External link] (Indiana resident) to hold the office, following Schuyler Colfax (1869–1873), Thomas Hendricks[image: External link] (1885), Charles W. Fairbanks (1905–1909), Thomas R. Marshall[image: External link] (1913–1921), and Dan Quayle (1989–1993).
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 Inauguration




On January 20, 2017, at noon, Pence became the 48th Vice President of the United States, sworn into the office by Justice Clarence Thomas, using Ronald Reagan's Bible[image: External link], opened to 2 Chronicles 7:14[image: External link], "If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land", which is the same verse Reagan used for his swearing-ins as governor and President. Pence also used his personal Bible which he opens every morning.[159]
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 Vice presidency




In the early days of his vice presidency, Pence performed many ceremonial duties, including swearing in James Mattis as United States Secretary of Defense[image: External link] and John Kelly as Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link] just hours after his own inauguration as Vice President on January 20.[160] He also administered the oath of office to the White House senior staff on January 22, 2017.[161]

Pence also sat in on calls made by President Trump to foreign heads of government and state such as Russian President Vladimir Putin[162] and Australian Prime Minister[image: External link] Malcolm Turnbull.

Pence appointed as chief of staff Josh Pitcock[image: External link] among 18 vice presidential[image: External link] staffers named in January 2016. Most were former staffers from gubernatorial[image: External link] and congressional days and five of them including Pitcock were also former lobbyists. After working for Pence while he was a congressman, Pitlock had been lobbyist for the state in Washington while Pence was governor. Pitlock's lobbying position had continued while he also worked on the vice presidential campaign.[163] Jarrod Agen was tapped as deputy assistant to the President and director of communications to the Vice President in February. Agen was most recently chief of staff for Governor Rick Snyder[image: External link] of Michigan through the time of the Flint water crisis[image: External link] and previously worked for Mayor Rudy Giuliani in New York, Sharron Angle[image: External link] in Nevada, Steve Poizner[image: External link] in California and MSNBC.[164]

He attended Super Bowl LI[image: External link] in Houston, Texas[image: External link] and was shown on the broadcast sitting next to Houston Texans[image: External link] owner Bob McNair[image: External link] and former United States Secretary of State James Baker. Pence traveled to the game on Air Force Two[image: External link] with two wounded veterans from the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center[image: External link], one fan each of the New England Patriots[image: External link] and Atlanta Falcons[image: External link].[165]

On February 7, 2017, Pence made history by becoming the first Vice President, in his role as president of the United States Senate, to cast a tie-breaking vote to confirm a Cabinet member.[166][167] He cast the deciding vote to break a 50–50 tie to confirm Betsy DeVos as the United States Secretary of Education[image: External link].[168] Pence cast his second tie-breaking vote on March 30, 2017, voting to advance a bill to defund Planned Parenthood[image: External link].[169] Pence's two tie-breaking votes in his first two months as vice president equal the total number of tie-breaking votes by his predecessors over 12 years.
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 Asia-Pacific tour




On April 16, 2017, Pence visited South Korea to meet with acting president Hwang Kyo-ahn[image: External link]; "This morning's provocation from the North is just the latest reminder of the risks each one of you face each and every day in the defense of the freedom of the people of South Korea and the defense of America in this part of the world," Pence said of North Korea's latest missile launch.[170][171] On April 17, he visited Camp Bonifas[image: External link] near the Korean Demilitarized Zone[image: External link], for a briefing with military leaders and to meet with American troops stationed there. Pence told reporters that President Trump is hopeful that China will use its "extraordinary levers" to pressure the North to abandon its weapons. "But the era of strategic patience is over," he declared. "President Trump has made it clear that the patience of the United States and our allies in this region has run out and we want to see change. We want to see North Korea abandon its reckless path of the development of nuclear weapons, and also its continual use and testing of ballistic missiles is unacceptable." Pence also unexpectedly broke with his security plan by walking all the way forward to the military demarcation line, which sent security personnel nearby "scrambling".[171][172] On April 18, Pence arrived in Tokyo to meet with PM Shinzo Abe, reassuring Japan of America's commitment to rein in North Korea's nuclear and missile ambitions. "The era of strategic patience is over and while all options are on the table, President Trump is determined to work closely with Japan, with South Korea, with all our allies in the region and with China to achieve a peaceable resolution and the denuclearization of the Korean peninsula," Pence said.[173]

On April 19, Pence gave a speech to troops stationed at the Yokosuka Naval Base aboard the USS Ronald Reagan[image: External link]; reiterating the commitment to defend US allies in the region from North Korea, which he called "the most dangerous and urgent threat to the peace and security of the Asia Pacific", he went on to say "It is our belief that by bringing together the family of nations with diplomatic and economic pressure, we have a chance – we have a chance – to achieve our objective of a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula," he said. He added, "Now all options are on the table, and there they will remain. But President Trump and I and our administration believes the most productive pathway forward is dialogue among the family of nations that can isolate and pressure North Korea into abandoning permanently and dismantling its nuclear weapons program and its ballistic missile program." He also warned, "those who would challenge our resolve or our readiness should know: We will defeat any attack and meet any use of conventional or nuclear weapons with an overwhelming and effective American response." Adding "The United States of America will always seek peace, but under President Trump, the shield stands guard and the sword stands ready," he added.[174] On April 20, Pence visited Jakarta[image: External link], Indonesia[image: External link] to meet with president Joko Widodo, and toured the largest mosque in the region (the Istiqlal Mosque[image: External link]),[175] praising the country for its tradition of 'modern Islam', saying "As the largest majority Muslim country, Indonesia's tradition of modern Islam, frankly, is the inspiration to the world," he said. "We commend you and your people. In your nation as in mine, religion unifies – it doesn't divide. It gives us hope for a brighter future. And we're all grateful for the great inspiration that Indonesia provides for the world." also saying the US would continue working with Indonesia to combat terrorism, and said the country's form of Islam should serve as an example to other nations. "Rest assured, under President Trump, the United States welcomes all who share our values for that brighter future," he said.[176]

On April 21, Pence arrived in Sydney[image: External link], Australia to meet with PM Malcolm Turnbull, saying the US would honor the refugee resettlement agreement between the two countries. "Let me make it clear that the United States intends to honor the agreement, subject to the result of the vetting process that has now applied to all refugees considered for admission to the United States of America. President Trump has made it clear that we'll honor the agreement, but it doesn't mean we admire the agreement," he added. "Frankly looking back at the last administration, the President has never been shy about expressing frustration with other international agreements, most notably the so-called nuclear agreement with Iran." Pence said the decision to abide by the deal despite Trump's "reservations" was a "reflection of the enormous importance of the historical alliance between the United States and Australia."[177]

On April 23, Pence arrived in Oahu[image: External link], Hawaii[image: External link] to meet with US Pacific Command[image: External link] leaders and troops stationed there. He next visited American Samoa[image: External link] on the same day, before returning to Washington, D.C.[178]
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 Political action committee




On May 17, 2017, Pence filed FEC paperwork to form Great America Committee[image: External link], a PAC[image: External link] that would be headed by his former campaign staffers Nick Ayers[image: External link] and Marty Obst.[179][180]
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 Political stances




Pence is described as being staunchly conservative on fiscal and social issues, with his political views strongly shaped by his Christian faith and by the conservative political theorist Russell Kirk.[16] During his acceptance speech for the nomination of Republican vice presidential candidate at the 2016 Republican National Convention, Pence stated that "I'm a Christian, a conservative, and a Republican, in that order."[181] As one commentator put it, "Pence doesn’t simply wear his faith on his sleeve – he wears the entire Jesus jersey."[11]
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 Abortion, sex education, and stem cell research




Pence is an opponent of abortion, and his unwavering support of abortion restrictions has gained him the support of grassroots conservative activists.[182] He began seeking to defund Planned Parenthood[image: External link] in 2007[183] and in three congressional sessions, he introduced legislation to block organizations that provide abortion services from receiving any Title X[image: External link] funding, even for services not related to reproductive health or family planning[image: External link].[184]

Pence has criticized comprehensive sex education[image: External link]. In 2002, he criticized a speech by then-Secretary of State Colin Powell[image: External link], who stated that it was "important for young people ... to protect themselves from the possibility of acquiring any sexually transmitted disease" through the use of condoms[image: External link].[185][186] Pence called Powell's comments a "sad day" and expressed his support for abstinence education[image: External link].[185][186] He asserted that "condoms are a very, very poor protection against sexually transmitted diseases" and that Powell was "maybe inadvertently misleading millions of young people and endangering lives".[185][186]

Pence opposed President Obama's executive order eliminating restrictions on embryonic stem-cell research[image: External link], saying, "I believe it is morally wrong to create human life to destroy it for research ... I believe it is morally wrong to take the tax dollars of millions of pro-life Americans."[187][188] He asserted that "scientific breakthroughs have rendered embryonic stem-cell research obsolete".[187][188]

On January 27, 2017, Pence spoke at the March for Life[image: External link] in Washington D.C., becoming the first vice president and the highest-ranking United States official to ever speak at the annual event.[189][190]
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 LGBT rights




Pence has been a staunch opponent of efforts to expand LGBT civil rights. In 2000, Pence stated "Congress should oppose any effort to recognize homosexuals as a 'discrete and insular minority[image: External link]' entitled to the protection of anti-discrimination laws similar to those extended to women and ethnic minorities."[191] He called for "an audit to ensure that federal dollars were no longer being given to organizations that celebrate and encourage the types of behaviors that facilitate the spreading of the HIV virus" and instead advocated for resources to be directed toward institutions "which provide assistance to those seeking to change their sexual behavior".[192][193][194][195]

Pence has said that homosexuals should not serve in the military, saying, "Homosexuality is incompatible with military service because the presence of homosexuals in the ranks weakens unit cohesion."[196] Pence opposed the repeal[image: External link] of "Don't Ask, Don't Tell,"[image: External link] saying in 2010 that allowing gays and lesbians to openly serve[image: External link] in the military would "have an impact on unit cohesion".[196][197]

In 2007, Pence voted against the Employment Non-Discrimination Act[image: External link], which would have banned workplace discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.[198] Pence opposed the 2009 Matthew Shepard Hate Crimes Act[image: External link],[199] saying that Barack Obama wanted to "advance a radical social agenda"[200] and said that pastors "could be charged or be subject to intimidation for simply expressing a Biblical worldview on the issue of homosexual behavior".[201]

Pence opposes both same-sex marriage and civil unions[image: External link].[202] While in the House, he said that "societal collapse was always brought about following an advent of the deterioration of marriage and family".[203] He has advocated a constitutional same-sex marriage ban but did not champion such a proposed ban for his first year as governor.[204]
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 Economic policy




Pence was a co-sponsor of H.J.Res.73, a 2011 spending limit amendment to the U.S. Constitution[image: External link]. This amendment would limit federal spending to "the average annual revenue collected in the three prior years, adjusted in proportion to changes in population and inflation".[205] In regards to adopting the gold standard[image: External link], Pence stated in 2011, "the time has come to have a debate over gold and the proper role it should play in our nation’s monetary affairs".[206] Pence proposed legislation to end the dual mandate of the Federal Reserve[image: External link] (maximizing employment and stabilizing prices), requiring the Fed to just focus on price stability and not full employment[image: External link].[207][208] He has been a proponent of a flat federal tax rate[image: External link].[209] Pence opposed the Troubled Asset Relief Program[image: External link] (TARP) (the "Wall Street bailout") of 2008.[209] Pence also opposed the auto industry rescue[image: External link] package of 2008–09, which guided General Motors[image: External link] and Chrysler[image: External link] through bankruptcy.[210]

In 2007, Pence voted against the raising of the federal minimum wage to $7.25 (from $5.15) an hour over two years, stating that it would "hurt the working poor".[69] While in the House, Pence voted against the Employee Free Choice Act[image: External link] ("card check[image: External link]").[70] He voted against the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009[image: External link].[211] He had publicly opposed the bill[212] denouncing it as a failure, and called for a federal spending freeze.[213] Nevertheless, several months after voting against the bill, Pence privately sought $6 million in stimulus funds for projects in his district,[214] and in 2010, hosted a job fair for stimulus-backed employers.[215] A Pence spokesperson stated that "once it became law, he had a responsibility to support local efforts to secure funding for projects that could benefit people in his district".[214] Pence voted against the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link].[216]

Pence was a supporter of earmark[image: External link] reform. He voted against the $139.7 billion Transportation-Treasury spending bill in June 2006, and in favor of a series of amendments proposed that same month by Jeff Flake[image: External link] which would strip other members' earmarks from the federal budget.[217] On occasion, however, Pence secured earmarks for projects in his district.[217]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Health care




Pence voted against the act[image: External link] that created Medicare Part D[image: External link], a Medicare prescription-drug benefit.[32] Pence voted against the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.[218] In June 2012, after the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the Affordable Care Act in NFIB v. Sebelius[image: External link], Pence likened the ruling to the September 11 terrorist attacks[image: External link] in a closed-door meeting of the House Republican Conference. He immediately apologized for making the statement.[219]

In 2001, Pence wrote an op-ed arguing against the tobacco settlement[image: External link] and tobacco regulation, saying that they would create "new government bureaucracies" and encroach on private lives. He stated that "despite the hysteria from the political class and the media, smoking doesn't kill".[104][220] Pence asserted, "2 out of every three smokers does [ sic[image: External link]] not die from a smoking related illness and 9 out of ten smokers do not contract lung cancer", while acknowledging that "smoking isn't good for you" and people who smoke should quit.[104][220] In 2009, Pence voted against the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act[image: External link], which allows the FDA[image: External link] to regulate tobacco products[image: External link].[221] According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link], Pence's state of Indiana has one of the worst smoking problems in America.[187]
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 Immigration




In June 2006, Pence unveiled an immigration plan (which he described as "No Amnesty Immigration reform") that would include increased border security, followed by strict enforcement of laws against hiring illegal aliens, and a guest worker program[image: External link]. This guest worker program would have required participants to apply from their home country to government-approved job placement agencies that match workers with employers who cannot find Americans for the job.[222] The plan received support from conservatives such as Dick Armey[image: External link],[223] but attracted criticism from other conservatives such as Richard A. Viguerie[image: External link] and paleoconservatives[image: External link] Phyllis Schlafly and Pat Buchanan, who viewed Pence as lending "his conservative prestige to a form of liberal amnesty".[9][224]

In 2009, Pence opposed birthright citizenship (the legal principle set forth by the Citizenship Clause[image: External link] of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link] that "All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside"). He co-sponsored a bill that would have limited citizenship to children born to at least one parent who is a citizen, immigrants living permanently in the U.S. or non-citizens performing active service in the Armed Forces.[225]

In 2010, Pence voted against the DREAM Act[image: External link], which would grant the undocumented children[image: External link] of illegal immigrants conditional non-immigrant status if they met certain requirements.[226] In 2010, Pence stated that Arizona S.B. 1070[image: External link], which at the time of passage in 2010 was the nation's broadest and strictest anti-illegal immigration legislation, was "a good faith to try and restore order to their communities".[227]
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 Social Security




Further information: Social Security debate in the United States[image: External link]


Pence supported President George W. Bush's unsuccessful 2005 proposal to partially privatize Social Security[image: External link][228] by allowing workers to invest part of their Social Security payroll taxes[image: External link] in private investment accounts and reduce the increase in benefits for high-income[image: External link] participants.[229] Pence had previously proposed a similar but more aggressive reform plan than Bush's.[229]

When asked in 2010 if he would be willing to make cuts to Social Security, Pence answered, "I think everything has to be on the table."[229] When asked if he would raise the retirement age, he said, "I'm an all-of-the-above guy. We need look at everything on the menu."[229]
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 Patriot Act




Further information: History of the Patriot Act[image: External link]


Pence supported the USA Patriot Act[image: External link] on its passage in 2001,[230] and in 2005 called the act "essential to our continued success in the war on terror[image: External link] here at home".[231] Pence was a sponsor of legislation in 2009 to extend three expiring provisions of the Patriot Act (the library records provision[image: External link], the roving-wiretap[image: External link] provision, and the lone-wolf provision) for an additional ten years.[232]
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 International trade




Pence "has been a longtime, aggressive advocate of trade deals" between the U.S. and foreign countries.[233] Pence has been a supporter of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA),[233] and during his tenure in the House, he voted for every free-trade agreement[image: External link] that came before him.[234] Pence voted in favor of the Central American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (CAFTA); in favor of keeping the U.S. in the World Trade Organization; and in favor of permanent normal trade relations with China[image: External link].[234] Pence also supported bilateral free-trade agreements with Colombia[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link], Panama[image: External link], Peru[image: External link], Oman[image: External link], Chile[image: External link] and Singapore[image: External link].[234] Pence's strong stance in favor of free trade sharply differs from the stance of his running mate Trump, who has condemned globalization[image: External link] and the liberalization of trade[image: External link].[233][234]

Pence voted against the Trade and Globalization Act of 2007, which would have expanded trade adjustment assistance[image: External link] to American workers adversely affected by globalization.[235] However, in 2014 Pence called for the "swift adoption" of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), urging Indiana's congressional delegation to support the trade deal.[233]
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 Foreign policy




Pence supported the Iraq War Resolution[image: External link], which authorized military action against Iraq[image: External link].[236] During the Iraq War[image: External link], Pence opposed setting a public withdrawal date from Iraq. During an April 2007 visit to Baghdad[image: External link], Pence and John McCain visited Shorja[image: External link] market, the site of a deadly attack in February 2007, that claimed the lives of 61 people. Pence and McCain described the visit as evidence that the security situation in Iraqi markets had improved.[237] The visit to the market took place under tight security, including helicopters overhead, and the New York Times reported that the visit gave a false indication of how secure the area was because of the extremely heavy security forces protecting McCain.[238] Pence chaired the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on the Middle East[image: External link] and was a prominent supporter of George W. Bush's Iraq War troop surge of 2007[image: External link]. At the time, Pence stated that "the surge is working" and defended the initial decision to invade in 2003.[236]

Pence has opposed closing the Guantanamo Bay detention camp[image: External link] and trying the suspected terrorists in the United States.[239] As an alternative, Pence has said that the "enemy combatants" should be tried in a military tribunal.[239]

Pence has stated his support of Israel[image: External link] and its right to attack facilities in Iran to prevent the Iranians from developing nuclear weapons, has defended the actions of Israel in its use of deadly force in enforcing the blockade of Gaza[image: External link], and has referred to Israel as "America's most cherished ally".[240] He visited Israel in 2014 to express his support, and in 2016 signed into law a bill which would ban Indiana from having any commercial dealings with a company that boycotts Israel.[241] He opposes a Palestinian state[image: External link].[242]

Pence criticized Russian President Vladimir Putin and Barack Obama's alleged weak leadership, saying: "When Donald Trump and I observe that, as I’ve said in Syria, in Iran, in Ukraine, that the small and bullying leader of Russia has been stronger on the world stage than this administration, that’s stating painful facts. That's not an endorsement of Vladimir Putin. That’s an indictment of the weak and feckless leadership."[243]

Two weeks prior to the NATO intervention in Libya[image: External link], Pence thanked the Obama administration and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton for their efforts to isolate the Gaddafi[image: External link] regime.[244][245][246] Pence expressed support for "a no-fly zone" and stated that "Gaddafi must go".[244][245][246]
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 Climate change




Pence "does not accept the scientific consensus[image: External link] that human activity is the primary driver of climate change."[247] In 2001, Pence wrote in an op-ed[image: External link] that "global warming is a myth," saying that "the earth is actually cooler today than it was about 50 years ago".[248][249] In 2006 and 2009, Pence expressed the view that it was unclear whether climate change was driven by human activity[image: External link], and in 2009 he told political commentator Chris Matthews[image: External link] that there was a "growing skepticism in the scientific community about global warming".[250][251] In 2009, Pence led the Republican effort to defeat the American Clean Energy and Security Act[image: External link] (Waxman-Markey), a Democratic-backed bill to cut greenhouse gas emissions[image: External link] (and therefore combat climate change) through a cap-and-trade[image: External link] system.[247] On September 27, 2016, however, Pence said "there's no question" that human activity[image: External link] affects both the climate[image: External link] and the environment.[252][253] Pence holds a lifetime rating of 4 percent from the League of Conservation Voters[image: External link].[254] While in the House, Pence "voted to eliminate funding for climate education programs and to prohibit the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] from regulating greenhouse gas emissions[image: External link]".[95] Pence also "repeatedly voted against energy efficiency and renewable energy funding and rules" and voted "for several bills that supported fossil fuel[image: External link] development, including legislation promoting offshore drilling".[95]
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 Crime and illegal drugs




Pence has questioned proposals to decrease penalties for low-level marijuana offenses in Indiana, saying that the state should focus on "reducing crime, not reducing penalties".[255] In 2013, Pence expressed concern that a then-pending bill to revise the state's criminal code was not tough enough on drug crimes, and successfully lobbied to limit the reduction in sentencing of marijuana offenses.[256]

In 2016, he signed into law a measure that would reinstate a ten-year mandatory minimum[image: External link] prison sentence for certain drug offenders.[257][258]

During 2014, Pence sent a letter to United States Attorney General Eric Holder[image: External link], saying that Indiana would not comply with federal prison rape elimination standards[image: External link] because they were "too expensive". According to the Indiana Department of Corrections, it would cost the state $15–20 million annually to comply with the guidelines. Pence said that a number of rape prevention measures had already been "implemented".[259]

In 2015, Pence signed Senate Bill 94 to lengthen the statute of limitations for rape – continuing for five years after sufficient DNA evidence is uncovered, enough recorded evidence is brought forth or discovered, or the offender confesses to the crime.[260] Pence also signed Senate Bill 8 to allow the death penalty for beheadings if the victim was alive at the time of the offense.[260]
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 Gambling




Pence has been an advocate of federal restrictions on online gambling. In 2006, he was one of 35 cosponsors of H.R. 4411, the Goodlatte–Leach Internet Gambling Prohibition Act,[261] and H.R. 4777, the Internet Gambling Prohibition Act.[262]
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 Campaign finance




Pence praised the 2010 Supreme Court ruling in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission[image: External link] when it was announced. Pence said:


Freedom won today in the Supreme Court. Today's ruling in the Citizens United case takes us one step closer to the Founding Fathers' vision of free speech, a vision that is cherished by all Americans and one Congress has a responsibility to protect. If the freedom of speech means anything, it means protecting the right of private citizens to voice opposition or support for their elected representatives. The fact that the court overturned a 20-year precedent speaks volumes about the importance of this issue.[263]



Pence described the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act[image: External link], known as McCain–Feingold, which regulates the financing of political campaigns[image: External link], as "oppressive restrictions on free speech".[264]
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 Personal life




Mike and Karen Pence[image: External link] have been married since 1985. The two met while Mike was attending the Indiana University Maurer School of Law[image: External link].[11] They have three children: Michael, Charlotte, and Audrey.[265][266] During Pence's service in the House, his family lived in Arlington, Virginia[image: External link], when Congress was in session.[6] Michael Pence's son is a first lieutenant and training to be a pilot in the United States Marine Corps[image: External link].[267][268] Pence is a lifelong fan of the Chicago Cubs[image: External link][269] and the Indianapolis Colts[image: External link].[270]

Pence was raised in a Catholic family, served as an altar boy[image: External link], and attended parochial school.[2][271] He became a born-again Christian[image: External link] in college, while a member of a nondenominational Christian[image: External link] student group, and identified his freshman year – and specifically "a Christian music festival in Wilmore, Kentucky[image: External link], in the spring of 1978"[272] referring to the Ichthus Music Festival[image: External link] at then Asbury College[image: External link] in Wilmore – as the moment he made a "commitment to Christ."[2][271] After that point, Pence continued to attend Mass[image: External link] (where he met his wife) and was a Catholic youth minister[image: External link].[271] Pence called himself Catholic in a 1994 news piece, although by 1995, he and his family had joined an evangelical[image: External link] megachurch[image: External link], the Grace Evangelical Church.[2][271] In 2013, Pence said his family was "kind of looking for a church."[2] He has described himself as "a Christian, a conservative and a Republican, in that order," and as "a born-again[image: External link], evangelical Catholic[image: External link]."[2][271]

When asked by Chris Matthews[image: External link] if he believes in evolution[image: External link], Pence answered and repeated minutes later, "I believe with all my heart that God created the heavens and the earth, the seas and all that is in them. How he did that, I'll ask him about some day."[187][250] In a 2002 statement on the floor[image: External link] of the House of Representatives (reported in the Congressional Record[image: External link]), Pence told his colleagues "... I also believe that someday scientists will come to see that only the theory of intelligent design[image: External link] provides even a remotely rational explanation for the known universe."[273][274]
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 Electoral history
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 House of Representatives





U.S. House election results 
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 1988






	Indiana's 2nd Congressional District Election (1988)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Philip R. Sharp
	116,915
	53.20



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence
	102,846
	46.80



	Total votes
	219,761
	100.00



	Voter turnout
	 %
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 1990






	Indiana's 2nd Congressional District Election (1990)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Philip R. Sharp
	93,495
	59.37



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence
	63,980
	40.63



	Total votes
	157,475
	100.00



	Voter turnout
	 %





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2000






	Indiana's 2nd Congressional District Election (2000)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence
	106,023
	50.87



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Robert Rock
	80,885
	38.81



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	William "Bill" Frazier
	19,077
	9.15



	
	Libertarian
	Michael E. Anderson
	2,422
	1.16



	Total votes
	208,407
	100.00



	Voter turnout
	 %
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	Indiana's 6th Congressional District Republican Primary Election (2002)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence
	55,142
	100.00



	Total votes
	55,142
	100.00



	Voter turnout
	22%






	Indiana's 6th Congressional District Election (2002)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence
	118,436
	63.79



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Melina Ann Fox
	63,871
	34.40



	
	Libertarian
	Doris Robertson
	3,346
	1.80



	Total votes
	185,653
	100.00



	Voter turnout
	39%



	
	Republican[image: External link] hold
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	Indiana's 6th Congressional District Republican Primary Election (2004)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence
	61,794
	100.00



	Total votes
	61,794
	100.00






	Indiana's 6th Congressional District Election (2004)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence
	182,529
	67.09



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Melina Ann Fox
	85,123
	31.29



	
	Libertarian
	Chad (Wick) Roots
	4,397
	1.62



	Total votes
	272,049
	100.00



	Voter turnout
	58%



	
	Republican[image: External link] hold
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	Indiana's 6th Congressional District Republican Primary Election (2006)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence
	52,188
	86.13



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	George Holland
	8,406
	13.87



	Total votes
	60,594
	100.00



	Voter turnout
	19%






	Indiana's 6th Congressional District Election (2006)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence
	115,266
	60.01



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Barry A. Welsh
	76,812
	39.99



	Total votes
	192,078
	100.00



	Voter turnout
	40%



	
	Republican[image: External link] hold
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	Indiana's 6th Congressional District Republican Primary Election (2008)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence
	46,488
	100.00



	Total votes
	46,488
	100.00



	Voter turnout
	40%






	Indiana's 6th Congressional District Election (2008)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence*
	180,549
	63.96



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Barry A. Welsh
	94,223
	33.38



	
	Libertarian
	George T. Holland
	7,534
	2.67



	Total votes
	282,306
	100.00



	Voter turnout
	62%



	
	Republican[image: External link] hold





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2010






	Indiana's 6th Congressional District Republican Primary Election (2010)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence
	61,381
	100.00



	Total votes
	61,381
	100.00



	Voter turnout
	21%






	Indiana's 6th Congressional District Election (2010)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence*
	126,027
	66.57



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Barry A. Welsh
	56,647
	29.92



	
	Libertarian
	Talmage "T.J." Thompson, Jr.
	6,635
	3.51



	Total votes
	189,309
	100.00



	Voter turnout
	41%



	
	Republican[image: External link] hold
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 Governor of Indiana





Indiana gubernatorial election results 
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2012 Indiana Republican gubernatorial election primary[image: External link][281]




	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence
	554,412
	100.00



	Total votes
	554,412
	100.00



	Voter turnout
	22%






	
2012 Indiana gubernatorial election[image: External link][283]




	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence / Sue Ellspermann[image: External link]
	1,275,424
	49.49%
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	John Gregg[image: External link] / Vi Simpson[image: External link]
	1,200,016
	46.56%
	



	
	Libertarian
	Rupert Boneham[image: External link] / Brad Klopfenstein
	101,868
	3.95%
	



	
	No party
	Donnie Harold Harris / George Fish ( write-in[image: External link])
	21
	0%
	—



	Margin of victory
	75,408
	2.93%
	 %



	Turnout[image: External link]
	2,577,329
	56.58%
	



	
	Republican[image: External link] hold
	Swing[image: External link]
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2016 Indiana Republican gubernatorial election primary[image: External link][285]




	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Pence
	815,699
	100



	Total votes
	815,699
	100



	Voter turnout
	38%
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 Vice President of the United States






	Election results



	Year
	Election
	Votes for Pence
	%
	Opponent
	Party
	Votes
	%



	2016[image: External link]
	General
	62,984,825

(305 electoral votes)
	46.1%

(270 needed)
	Tim Kaine
	Democratic
	65,853,516

(222 electoral votes)
	48.2%

---
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Barack Hussein Obama II ( US[image: External link]: i[image: External link]/be'ra:k hu:'seIn oU'ba:me /[image: External link] bə- RAHK[image: External link] hoo- SAYN[image: External link] oh-BAH -mə[image: External link];[1][2] born August 4, 1961) is an American politician who served as the 44th President of the United States[image: External link] from 2009 to 2017. He is the first African American[image: External link] to have served as president. He previously served in the U.S. Senate representing Illinois[image: External link] from 2005 to 2008, and in the Illinois State Senate[image: External link] from 1997 to 2004.

Obama was born in Honolulu, Hawaii[image: External link], two years after the territory was admitted to the Union as the 50th state. Raised largely in Hawaii[image: External link], Obama also spent one year of his childhood in Washington State[image: External link] and four years in Indonesia[image: External link]. After graduating from Columbia University[image: External link] in 1983, he worked as a community organizer[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link]. In 1988 Obama enrolled in Harvard Law School, where he was the first black president of the Harvard Law Review[image: External link]. After graduation, he became a civil rights attorney and professor, teaching constitutional law[image: External link] at the University of Chicago Law School[image: External link] from 1992 to 2004. Obama represented the 13th District for three terms[image: External link] in the Illinois Senate[image: External link] from 1997 to 2004, when he ran for the U.S. Senate[image: External link]. Obama received national attention in 2004, with his unexpected March primary win[image: External link], his well-received July Democratic National Convention[image: External link] keynote address[image: External link], and his landslide November election to the Senate. In 2008, Obama was nominated for president, a year after his campaign began[image: External link], and after a close primary campaign[image: External link] against Hillary Clinton. He was elected[image: External link] over Republican[image: External link] John McCain, and was inaugurated[image: External link] on January 20, 2009. Nine months later, Obama was named the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] laureate.

During his first two years in office, Obama signed many landmark bills. Main reforms were the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (often referred to as "Obamacare"), the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link], and the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010[image: External link]. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009[image: External link] and Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010[image: External link] served as economic stimulus[image: External link] amidst the Great Recession[image: External link], but the GOP regained control of the House of Representatives[image: External link] in 2011. After a lengthy debate over the national debt limit[image: External link], Obama signed the Budget Control[image: External link] and the American Taxpayer Relief Acts[image: External link]. In foreign policy, Obama increased U.S. troop levels in Afghanistan[image: External link], reduced nuclear weapons with the U.S.-Russian New START[image: External link] treaty, and ended military involvement[image: External link] in the Iraq War[image: External link]. He ordered military involvement in Libya[image: External link] in opposition to Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link], and the military operation that resulted in the death of Osama bin Laden[image: External link].

After winning re-election[image: External link] by defeating Republican nominee Mitt Romney, Obama was sworn in for a second term[image: External link] in 2013. During his second term, Obama promoted greater inclusiveness for LGBT Americans[image: External link], with his administration filing briefs that urged the Supreme Court to strike down same-sex marriage bans as unconstitutional (United States v. Windsor[image: External link] and Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link]). Obama also advocated gun control[image: External link] in response to the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting[image: External link], and issued wide-ranging executive actions concerning climate change and immigration. In foreign policy, Obama ordered military intervention in Iraq[image: External link] in response to gains made[image: External link] by ISIL[image: External link] after the 2011 withdrawal from Iraq[image: External link], continued the process of ending U.S. combat operations in Afghanistan[image: External link], promoted discussions that led to the 2015 Paris Agreement on global climate change, initiated the sanctions against Russia[image: External link] following the invasion in Ukraine[image: External link], brokered a nuclear deal with Iran[image: External link], and normalized U.S. relations with Cuba[image: External link].

Obama left office in January 2017 with a 60% approval rating.[3][4] He currently resides in Washington, D.C. His presidential library[image: External link] will be built in Chicago.
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 Early life and career




Main article: Early life and career of Barack Obama[image: External link]


Obama was born on August 4, 1961,[5] at Kapiʻolani Maternity & Gynecological Hospital[image: External link] in Honolulu, Hawaii[image: External link].[6][7][8] He is the first President to have been born in Hawaii,[9] making him the first President born outside of the contiguous "lower 48" states[image: External link].[10] He was born to a white[image: External link] mother and a black[image: External link] father. His mother, Ann Dunham[image: External link] (1942–1995), was born in Wichita, Kansas[image: External link], of mostly English[image: External link] descent,[11] with some German[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], Scottish[image: External link], Swiss[image: External link], and Welsh[image: External link] ancestry.[12] His father, Barack Obama Sr.[image: External link] (1936–1982), was a married Luo Kenyan[image: External link] man from Nyang'oma Kogelo[image: External link]. Obama's parents met in 1960 in a Russian language[image: External link] class at the University of Hawaii at Manoa[image: External link], where his father was a foreign student[image: External link] on scholarship.[13][14] The couple married in Wailuku, Hawaii[image: External link] on February 2, 1961, six months before Obama was born.[15][16]

In late August 1961, Obama's mother moved with him to the University of Washington[image: External link] in Seattle[image: External link] for a year. During that time, Obama Sr. completed his undergraduate degree in economics in Hawaii in June 1962, then left to attend graduate school on a scholarship at Harvard University[image: External link], where he earned an M.A. in economics. Obama's parents divorced in March 1964.[17] Obama Sr. returned to Kenya in 1964, where he married for a third time. He visited his son in Hawaii only once, in 1971,[18] before he was killed in an automobile accident in 1982, when Obama was 21 years old.[19] Of his early childhood, Obama recalled, "That my father looked nothing like the people around me – that he was black as pitch, my mother white as milk – barely registered in my mind."[14] He described his struggles as a young adult to reconcile social perceptions of his multiracial heritage.[20]

In 1963, Dunham met Lolo Soetoro[image: External link], an Indonesian[image: External link] East–West Center[image: External link] graduate student[image: External link] in geography at the University of Hawaii[image: External link], and the couple were married on Molokai[image: External link] on March 15, 1965.[21] After two one-year extensions of his J-1 visa[image: External link], Lolo returned to Indonesia[image: External link] in 1966, followed sixteen months later by his wife and stepson in 1967, with the family initially living in a Menteng Dalam neighborhood in the Tebet[image: External link] subdistrict of south Jakarta[image: External link], then from 1970 in a wealthier neighborhood in the Menteng[image: External link] subdistrict of central Jakarta[image: External link].[22]
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From ages six to ten, Obama attended local Indonesian-language[image: External link] schools: Santo Fransiskus Asisi (St. Francis of Assisi) Catholic School[image: External link] for two years and Besuki Public School[image: External link] for one and a half years, supplemented by English-language Calvert School[image: External link] homeschooling by his mother.[23][24] During his time in Indonesia, Obama's step-father taught him to be resilient and gave him "a pretty hardheaded assessment of how the world works".[25]

Obama returned to Honolulu in 1971 to live with his maternal grandparents, Madelyn[image: External link] and Stanley Dunham[image: External link]. He attended Punahou School[image: External link]— a private college preparatory school[image: External link]— with the aid of a scholarship from fifth grade until his graduation from high school in 1979.[26] In his youth, Obama went by the nickname "Barry".[27] Obama lived with his mother and sister in Hawaii for three years from 1972 to 1975 while his mother was a graduate student in anthropology[image: External link] at the University of Hawaii.[28] Obama chose to stay in Hawaii with his grandparents for high school at Punahou when his mother and sister returned to Indonesia in 1975 so his mother could begin anthropology field work.[29] His mother spent most of the next two decades in Indonesia, divorcing Lolo in 1980 and earning a PhD degree in 1992, before dying in 1995 in Hawaii following unsuccessful treatment for ovarian cancer[image: External link] and uterine cancer[image: External link].[30]

Reflecting later on his years in Honolulu, Obama wrote: "The opportunity that Hawaii offered – to experience a variety of cultures in a climate of mutual respect – became an integral part of my world view, and a basis for the values that I hold most dear."[31] Obama has also written and talked about using alcohol, marijuana, and cocaine[image: External link] during his teenage years to "push questions of who I was out of my mind".[32] Obama was also a member of the "choom gang", a self-named group of friends that spent time together and occasionally smoked marijuana.[33][34]

After graduating from high school in 1979, Obama moved to Los Angeles to attend Occidental College[image: External link]. In February 1981, Obama made his first public speech, calling for Occidental to participate in the disinvestment from South Africa[image: External link] in response to that nation's policy of apartheid[image: External link].[35] In mid-1981, Obama traveled to Indonesia to visit his mother and half-sister Maya, and visited the families of college friends in Pakistan and India for three weeks.[35] Later in 1981, he transferred as a junior to Columbia University[image: External link] in New York City, where he majored in political science[image: External link] with a specialty in international relations[image: External link][36] and in English literature[37] and lived off-campus on West 109th Street.[38] He graduated with a BA[image: External link] degree in 1983 and worked for a year at the Business International Corporation[image: External link],[clarification needed[image: External link]][39] then at the New York Public Interest Research Group[image: External link].[40][41] In 1985, Obama was among the leaders of May Day efforts to bring attention to the New York City Subway[image: External link] system, which was in a bad condition at the time. Obama traveled to several subway stations to get people to sign letters addressed to local officials and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link], and was photographed at the City College subway station[image: External link] holding a sign protesting against the system's condition.[42]
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Main article: Family of Barack Obama[image: External link]


In a 2006 interview, Obama highlighted the diversity of his extended family[image: External link]: "It's like a little mini-United Nations", he said. "I've got relatives who look like Bernie Mac[image: External link], and I've got relatives who look like Margaret Thatcher[image: External link]."[43] Obama has a half-sister with whom he was raised (Maya Soetoro-Ng[image: External link], the daughter of his mother and her Indonesian second husband) and seven half-siblings from his Kenyan father's family—six of them living.[44] Obama's mother was survived by her Kansas-born mother, Madelyn Dunham,[45] until her death on November 2, 2008,[46] two days before his election to the Presidency. Obama also has roots in Ireland; he met with his Irish cousins in Moneygall[image: External link] in May 2011.[47] In Dreams from My Father, Obama ties his mother's family history to possible Native American ancestors and distant relatives of Jefferson Davis[image: External link], President of the Confederate States of America[image: External link] during the American Civil War[image: External link].[48]

Besides his native English, Obama speaks some basic Indonesian[image: External link], having learned the language during his four childhood years in Jakarta[image: External link].[49][50] He plays basketball, a sport he participated in as a member of his high school's varsity team;[51] he is left-handed.[52]

Obama is a supporter of the Chicago White Sox[image: External link], and he threw out the first pitch at the 2005 ALCS[image: External link] when he was still a senator.[53] In 2009, he threw out the ceremonial first pitch at the All-Star Game[image: External link] while wearing a White Sox jacket.[54] He is also primarily a Chicago Bears[image: External link] football fan in the NFL[image: External link], but in his childhood and adolescence was a fan of the Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link], and rooted for them ahead of their victory in Super Bowl XLIII[image: External link] 12 days after he took office as President.[55] In 2011, Obama invited the 1985 Chicago Bears[image: External link] to the White House; the team had not visited the White House after their Super Bowl win[image: External link] in 1986 due to the Space Shuttle Challenger disaster[image: External link].[56]

Obama lived with anthropologist Sheila Miyoshi Jager[image: External link] while he was a community organizer in Chicago in the 1980s.[57] He proposed to her twice, but both Jager and her parents turned him down.[57][58] The relationship was only made public in May 2017, several months after Obama's two-term presidency had ended.[58]

In June 1989, Obama met Michelle Robinson[image: External link] when he was employed as a summer associate at the Chicago law firm of Sidley Austin[image: External link].[59] Assigned for three months as Obama's adviser at the firm, Robinson joined him at several group social functions, but declined his initial requests to date.[60] They began dating later that summer, became engaged in 1991, and were married on October 3, 1992.[61] The couple's first daughter, Malia Ann, was born on July 4, 1998,[62] followed by a second daughter, Natasha ("Sasha"), on June 10, 2001.[63] The Obama daughters attended the University of Chicago Laboratory Schools[image: External link]. When they moved to Washington, D.C., in January 2009, the girls started at the Sidwell Friends School[image: External link].[64] The Obamas have two Portuguese Water Dogs[image: External link]; the first, a male named Bo[image: External link], was a gift from Senator Ted Kennedy[image: External link].[65] In August 2013, Bo was joined by Sunny[image: External link], a female.[66]

Applying the proceeds of a book deal, the family moved in 2005 from a Hyde Park, Chicago[image: External link] condominium to a $1.6 million house in neighboring Kenwood, Chicago[image: External link].[67] The purchase of an adjacent lot—and sale of part of it to Obama by the wife of developer, campaign donor and friend Tony Rezko[image: External link]—attracted media attention because of Rezko's subsequent indictment and conviction on political corruption charges that were unrelated to Obama.[68]

In December 2007, Money[image: External link] estimated the Obama family's net worth at $1.3 million.[69] Their 2009 tax return showed a household income of $5.5 million—up from about $4.2 million in 2007 and $1.6 million in 2005—mostly from sales of his books.[70][71] On his 2010 income of $1.7 million, he gave 14% to non-profit organizations, including $131,000 to Fisher House Foundation[image: External link], a charity assisting wounded veterans' families, allowing them to reside near where the veteran is receiving medical treatments.[72][73] As per his 2012 financial disclosure, Obama may be worth as much as $10 million.[74]

In reference to Obama's smoking habit, Michelle said in early 2010 that he had quit smoking.[75][76]

On his 55th birthday, August 4, 2016, Obama penned an essay in Glamour[image: External link] describing how his daughters and being president have made him a feminist[image: External link].[77][78][79]
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 Religious views




Obama is a Protestant[image: External link] Christian whose religious views developed in his adult life.[80] He wrote in The Audacity of Hope that he "was not raised in a religious household". He described his mother, raised by non-religious parents, as being detached from religion, yet "in many ways the most spiritually awakened person that I have ever known." He described his father as a "confirmed atheist" by the time his parents met, and his stepfather as "a man who saw religion as not particularly useful." Obama explained how, through working with black churches[image: External link] as a community organizer[image: External link] while in his twenties, he came to understand "the power of the African-American religious tradition to spur social change."[81]

In January 2008, Obama told Christianity Today[image: External link]: "I am a Christian, and I am a devout Christian. I believe in the redemptive death and resurrection of Jesus Christ[image: External link]. I believe that faith gives me a path to be cleansed of sin and have eternal life."[82] On September 27, 2010, Obama released a statement commenting on his religious views saying "I'm a Christian by choice. My family didn't – frankly, they weren't folks who went to church every week. And my mother was one of the most spiritual people I knew, but she didn't raise me in the church. So I came to my Christian faith later in life, and it was because the precepts of Jesus Christ spoke to me in terms of the kind of life that I would want to lead – being my brothers' and sisters' keeper, treating others as they would treat me[image: External link]."[83][84]

Obama met Trinity United Church of Christ[image: External link] pastor Rev. Jeremiah Wright[image: External link] in October 1987, and became a member of Trinity in 1992.[85] He resigned from Trinity in May 2008 during his first presidential campaign after some of Wright's statements were criticized[image: External link].[86] The Obama family has attended several Protestant churches since moving to Washington, D.C., in 2009, including Shiloh Baptist Church[image: External link] and St. John's Episcopal Church[image: External link], as well as Evergreen Chapel at Camp David[image: External link], but are not habitual church-goers.[87][88][89]
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 Community organizer and Harvard Law School




Two years after graduating from Columbia, Obama was hired in Chicago as director of the Developing Communities Project[image: External link], a church-based community organization originally comprising eight Catholic parishes in Roseland[image: External link], West Pullman[image: External link], and Riverdale[image: External link] on Chicago's South Side[image: External link]. He worked there as a community organizer from June 1985 to May 1988.[41][90] He helped set up a job training program, a college preparatory tutoring program, and a tenants' rights organization in Altgeld Gardens[image: External link].[91] Obama also worked as a consultant and instructor for the Gamaliel Foundation[image: External link], a community organizing institute.[92] In mid-1988, he traveled for the first time in Europe for three weeks and then for five weeks in Kenya, where he met many of his paternal relatives[image: External link] for the first time.[93][94]



	External video



	
Derrick Bell threatens to leave Harvard[image: External link], April 24, 1990, 11:34, Boston TV Digital Archive[image: External link][95] Student Barack Obama introduces Professor Derrick Bell starting at 6:25




Obama entered Harvard Law School in the fall of 1988, living in nearby Somerville, Massachusetts[image: External link].[96] He was selected as an editor of the Harvard Law Review[image: External link] at the end of his first year,[97] president of the journal in his second year,[91][98] and research assistant to the constitutional scholar Laurence Tribe[image: External link] while at Harvard for two years.[99] During his summers, he returned to Chicago, where he worked as an associate[image: External link] at the law firms of Sidley Austin[image: External link] in 1989 and Hopkins & Sutter[image: External link] in 1990.[100] After graduating with a JD[image: External link] degree magna cum laude[image: External link][101] from Harvard in 1991, he returned to Chicago.[97] Obama's election as the first black president of the Harvard Law Review[image: External link] gained national media attention[91][98] and led to a publishing contract and advance for a book about race relations,[102] which evolved into a personal memoir. The manuscript was published in mid-1995 as Dreams from My Father[image: External link].[102]
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 Chicago Law School and civil rights attorney




In 1991, Obama accepted a two-year position as Visiting Law and Government Fellow at the University of Chicago Law School[image: External link] to work on his first book.[102][103] He then taught constitutional law[image: External link] at the University of Chicago Law School for twelve years, first as a Lecturer from 1992 to 1996, and then as a Senior Lecturer from 1996 to 2004.[104]

From April to October 1992, Obama directed Illinois's Project Vote[image: External link], a voter registration campaign[image: External link] with ten staffers and seven hundred volunteer registrars; it achieved its goal of registering 150,000 of 400,000 unregistered African Americans in the state, leading Crain's Chicago Business[image: External link] to name Obama to its 1993 list of "40 under Forty" powers to be.[105]

He joined Davis, Miner, Barnhill & Galland, a 13-attorney law firm specializing in civil rights litigation and neighborhood economic development, where he was an associate for three years from 1993 to 1996, then of counsel[image: External link] from 1996 to 2004. In 1994, he was listed as one of the lawyers in Buycks-Roberson v. Citibank Fed. Sav. Bank, 94 C 4094 (N.D. Ill.).[106] This class action lawsuit was filed in 1994 with Selma Buycks-Roberson as lead plaintiff and alleged that Citibank Federal Savings Bank had engaged in practices forbidden under the Equal Credit Opportunity Act and the Fair Housing Act.[107] The case was settled out of court.[108] Final Judgment was issued on May 13, 1998, with Citibank Federal Savings Bank agreeing to pay attorney fees.[109] His law license became inactive in 2007.[110][111]

From 1994 to 2002, Obama served on the boards of directors of the Woods Fund of Chicago[image: External link], which in 1985 had been the first foundation to fund the Developing Communities Project, and of the Joyce Foundation[image: External link].[41] He served on the board of directors of the Chicago Annenberg Challenge[image: External link] from 1995 to 2002, as founding president and chairman of the board of directors from 1995 to 1999.[41]
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 Legislative career
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 Illinois State Senator (1997–2004)




Main article: Illinois Senate career of Barack Obama[image: External link]


Obama was elected to the Illinois Senate[image: External link] in 1996, succeeding Democratic State Senator Alice Palmer[image: External link] from Illinois's 13th District, which, at that time, spanned Chicago South Side neighborhoods from Hyde Park[image: External link]– Kenwood[image: External link] south to South Shore[image: External link] and west to Chicago Lawn[image: External link].[112] Once elected, Obama gained bipartisan support for legislation that reformed ethics and health care laws.[113] He sponsored a law that increased tax credits[image: External link] for low-income workers, negotiated welfare reform, and promoted increased subsidies for childcare.[114] In 2001, as co-chairman of the bipartisan Joint Committee on Administrative Rules, Obama supported Republican Governor Ryan's payday loan[image: External link] regulations and predatory mortgage lending[image: External link] regulations aimed at averting home foreclosures.[115]

He was reelected to the Illinois Senate in 1998, defeating Republican Yesse Yehudah in the general election, and was reelected again in 2002.[116] In 2000, he lost a Democratic primary race[image: External link] for Illinois's 1st congressional district[image: External link] in the United States House of Representatives[image: External link] to four-term incumbent Bobby Rush[image: External link] by a margin of two to one.[117]

In January 2003, Obama became chairman of the Illinois Senate's Health and Human Services Committee when Democrats, after a decade in the minority, regained a majority.[118] He sponsored and led unanimous, bipartisan passage of legislation to monitor racial profiling[image: External link] by requiring police to record the race of drivers they detained, and legislation making Illinois the first state to mandate videotaping of homicide interrogations.[114][119] During his 2004 general election campaign for the U.S. Senate, police representatives credited Obama for his active engagement with police organizations in enacting death penalty reforms.[120] Obama resigned from the Illinois Senate in November 2004 following his election to the U.S. Senate.[121]
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 2004 U.S. Senate campaign




Main article: United States Senate election in Illinois, 2004[image: External link]


In May 2002, Obama commissioned a poll to assess his prospects in a 2004 U.S. Senate race. He created a campaign committee, began raising funds, and lined up political media consultant David Axelrod[image: External link] by August 2002. Obama formally announced his candidacy in January 2003.[122]

Obama was an early opponent of the George W. Bush administration's 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link].[123] On October 2, 2002, the day President Bush and Congress agreed on the joint resolution[image: External link] authorizing the Iraq War,[124] Obama addressed the first high-profile Chicago anti-Iraq War rally[image: External link],[125] and spoke out against the war.[126] He addressed another anti-war rally in March 2003 and told the crowd that "it's not too late" to stop the war.[127]

Decisions by Republican incumbent Peter Fitzgerald[image: External link] and his Democratic predecessor Carol Moseley Braun[image: External link] to not participate in the election resulted in wide-open Democratic and Republican primary contests involving fifteen candidates.[128] In the March 2004 primary election, Obama won in an unexpected landslide—which overnight made him a rising star within the national Democratic Party[image: External link], started speculation about a presidential future, and led to the reissue of his memoir, Dreams from My Father.[129] In July 2004, Obama delivered the keynote address at the 2004 Democratic National Convention[image: External link],[130] seen by 9.1 million viewers. His speech was well received and elevated his status within the Democratic Party.[131]

Obama's expected opponent in the general election, Republican primary winner Jack Ryan[image: External link], withdrew from the race in June 2004.[132] Six weeks later, Alan Keyes accepted the Republican nomination to replace Ryan.[133] In the November 2004 general election[image: External link], Obama won with 70% of the vote.[134]
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 U.S. Senator from Illinois (2005–08)




Main article: United States Senate career of Barack Obama[image: External link]


Obama was sworn in as a senator on January 3, 2005,[135] becoming the only Senate member of the Congressional Black Caucus[image: External link].[136] CQ Weekly[image: External link] characterized him as a "loyal Democrat" based on analysis of all Senate votes from 2005 to 2007. Obama announced on November 13, 2008, that he would resign his Senate seat[image: External link] on November 16, 2008, before the start of the lame-duck[image: External link] session, to focus on his transition period for the presidency.[137]
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 Legislation




See also: List of bills sponsored by Barack Obama in the United States Senate[image: External link]


Obama cosponsored[image: External link] the Secure America and Orderly Immigration Act[image: External link].[138] He introduced two initiatives that bore his name: Lugar–Obama, which expanded the Nunn–Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction[image: External link] concept to conventional weapons;[139] and the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006[image: External link], which authorized the establishment of USAspending.gov, a web search engine on federal spending.[140] On June 3, 2008, Senator Obama—along with Senators Tom Carper[image: External link], Tom Coburn, and John McCain—introduced follow-up legislation: Strengthening Transparency and Accountability in Federal Spending Act of 2008.[141]

Obama sponsored legislation that would have required nuclear plant owners to notify state and local authorities of radioactive leaks, but the bill failed to pass in the full Senate after being heavily modified in committee.[142] Regarding tort reform[image: External link], Obama voted for the Class Action Fairness Act of 2005[image: External link] and the FISA Amendments Act of 2008[image: External link], which grants immunity from civil liability to telecommunications companies complicit with NSA warrantless wiretapping[image: External link] operations.[143]

In December 2006, President Bush signed into law the Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link] Relief, Security, and Democracy Promotion Act, marking the first federal legislation to be enacted with Obama as its primary sponsor.[145] In January 2007, Obama and Senator Feingold introduced a corporate jet provision to the Honest Leadership and Open Government Act[image: External link], which was signed into law in September 2007.[146] Obama also introduced two unsuccessful bills: the Deceptive Practices and Voter Intimidation Prevention Act[image: External link] to criminalize deceptive practices in federal elections,[147] and the Iraq War De-Escalation Act of 2007[image: External link].[148]

Later in 2007, Obama sponsored an amendment to the Defense Authorization Act to add safeguards for personality-disorder military discharges.[149] This amendment passed the full Senate in the spring of 2008.[150] He sponsored the Iran Sanctions Enabling Act[image: External link] supporting divestment of state pension funds from Iran's oil and gas industry, which has not passed committee; and co-sponsored legislation to reduce risks of nuclear terrorism.[151] Obama also sponsored a Senate amendment to the State Children's Health Insurance Program[image: External link], providing one year of job protection for family members caring for soldiers with combat-related injuries.[152]
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 Committees




Obama held assignments on the Senate Committees for Foreign Relations[image: External link], Environment and Public Works[image: External link] and Veterans' Affairs[image: External link] through December 2006.[153] In January 2007, he left the Environment and Public Works committee and took additional assignments with Health, Education, Labor and Pensions[image: External link] and Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs[image: External link].[154] He also became Chairman of the Senate's subcommittee on European Affairs[image: External link].[155] As a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Obama made official trips to Eastern Europe, the Middle East, Central Asia and Africa. He met with Mahmoud Abbas[image: External link] before Abbas became President of the Palestinian National Authority[image: External link], and gave a speech at the University of Nairobi[image: External link] in which he condemned corruption within the Kenyan government.[156]
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 Presidential campaigns





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2008 presidential campaign




Main articles: United States presidential election, 2008[image: External link]; Barack Obama presidential primary campaign, 2008[image: External link]; and Barack Obama presidential campaign, 2008[image: External link]


On February 10, 2007, Obama announced his candidacy for President of the United States in front of the Old State Capitol[image: External link] building in Springfield, Illinois[image: External link].[157][158] The choice of the announcement site was viewed as symbolic because it was also where Abraham Lincoln delivered his historic "House Divided"[image: External link] speech in 1858.[157][159] Obama emphasized issues of rapidly ending the Iraq War[image: External link], increasing energy independence[image: External link], and reforming the health care system[image: External link],[160] in a campaign that projected themes of hope and change.[161]

Numerous candidates entered the Democratic Party presidential primaries[image: External link]. The field narrowed to a duel between Obama and Senator Hillary Clinton after early contests, with the race remaining close throughout the primary process but with Obama gaining a steady lead in pledged delegates[image: External link] due to better long-range planning, superior fundraising, dominant organizing in caucus[image: External link] states, and better exploitation of delegate allocation rules.[162] On June 7, 2008, Clinton ended her campaign and endorsed Obama.[163]

On August 23, Obama announced his selection of Delaware[image: External link] Senator Joe Biden as his vice presidential running mate.[164] Obama selected Biden from a field speculated to include former Indiana Governor and Senator Evan Bayh[image: External link] and Virginia Governor Tim Kaine.[165] At the Democratic National Convention[image: External link] in Denver, Colorado, Hillary Clinton called for her supporters to endorse Obama, and she and Bill Clinton gave convention speeches in his support.[166] Obama delivered his acceptance speech, not at the center where the Democratic National Convention was held, but at Invesco Field at Mile High[image: External link] to a crowd of approximately 84,000 people; the speech was viewed by over 38 million people worldwide.[167][168][169]

During both the primary process and the general election, Obama's campaign set numerous fundraising records, particularly in the quantity of small donations.[170] On June 19, 2008, Obama became the first major-party presidential candidate to turn down public financing[image: External link] in the general election since the system was created in 1976.[171]

John McCain was nominated as the Republican candidate, and he selected Sarah Palin as his running mate. The two candidates engaged in three presidential debates[image: External link] in September and October 2008.[172] On November 4, Obama won the presidency with 365 electoral votes[image: External link] to 173 received by McCain.[173] Obama won 52.9% of the popular vote[image: External link] to McCain's 45.7%.[174] He became the first African American to be elected president.[175] Obama delivered his victory speech[image: External link] before hundreds of thousands of supporters in Chicago's Grant Park[image: External link].[176]
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 2012 presidential campaign




Main articles: United States presidential election, 2012[image: External link] and Barack Obama presidential campaign, 2012[image: External link]


On April 4, 2011, Obama announced his reelection campaign for 2012 in a video titled "It Begins with Us" that he posted on his website and filed election papers with the Federal Election Commission.[177][178][179] As the incumbent president he ran virtually unopposed in the Democratic Party presidential primaries[image: External link],[180] and on April 3, 2012, Obama had secured the 2778 convention[image: External link] delegates needed to win the Democratic nomination.[181]

At the Democratic National Convention[image: External link] in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link], Obama and Joe Biden were formally nominated by former President Bill Clinton, as the Democratic Party candidates for president and vice president in the general election. Their main opponents were Republicans Mitt Romney, the former governor of Massachusetts, and Representative Paul Ryan of Wisconsin.[182]

On November 6, 2012, Obama won 332 electoral votes[image: External link], exceeding the 270 required for him to be reelected as president.[183][184][185] With 51.1% of the popular vote,[186] Obama became the first Democratic president since Franklin D. Roosevelt to win the majority of the popular vote[image: External link] twice.[187][188] President Obama addressed supporters and volunteers at Chicago's McCormick Place[image: External link] after his reelection and said: "Tonight you voted for action, not politics as usual. You elected us to focus on your jobs, not ours. And in the coming weeks and months, I am looking forward to reaching out and working with leaders of both parties."[189][190]
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 Presidency (2009–17)




Main article: Presidency of Barack Obama[image: External link]


See also: Confirmations of Barack Obama's Cabinet[image: External link] and List of international presidential trips made by Barack Obama[image: External link]
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 First 100 days




Main article: First 100 days of Barack Obama's presidency[image: External link]


The inauguration of Barack Obama[image: External link] as the 44th President took place on January 20, 2009. In his first few days in office, Obama issued executive orders and presidential memoranda directing the U.S. military to develop plans to withdraw troops from Iraq.[191] He ordered the closing of the Guantanamo Bay detention camp[image: External link],[192] but Congress prevented the closure by refusing to appropriate the required funds[193][194][195] and preventing moving any Guantanamo detainee into the U.S. or to other countries.[196] Obama reduced the secrecy given to presidential records.[197] He also revoked President George W. Bush's restoration of President Ronald Reagan's Mexico City Policy prohibiting federal aid to international family planning organizations that perform or provide counseling about abortion.[198]
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 Domestic policy




Main article: Social policy of the Barack Obama administration[image: External link]


The first bill signed into law by Obama was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009[image: External link], relaxing the statute of limitations[image: External link] for equal-pay lawsuits.[199] Five days later, he signed the reauthorization of the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) to cover an additional 4 million uninsured children.[200] In March 2009, Obama reversed a Bush-era policy that had limited funding of embryonic stem cell[image: External link] research and pledged to develop "strict guidelines" on the research.[201]

Obama appointed two women to serve on the Supreme Court in the first two years of his Presidency. He nominated Sonia Sotomayor[image: External link] on May 26, 2009 to replace retiring Associate Justice[image: External link] David Souter[image: External link]; she was confirmed on August 6, 2009,[202] becoming the first Supreme Court Justice of Hispanic[image: External link] descent.[203] Obama nominated Elena Kagan[image: External link] on May 10, 2010 to replace retiring Associate Justice John Paul Stevens[image: External link]. She was confirmed on August 5, 2010, bringing the number of women sitting simultaneously on the Court to three justices for the first time in American history.[204]

On March 30, 2010, Obama signed the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act[image: External link], a reconciliation bill[image: External link] that ended the process of the federal government giving subsidies to private banks to give out federally insured loans, increased the Pell Grant[image: External link] scholarship award, and made changes to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.[205][206]

In a major space policy speech[image: External link] in April 2010, Obama announced a planned change in direction at NASA[image: External link], the U.S. space agency. He ended plans for a return of human spaceflight[image: External link] to the moon and development of the Ares I[image: External link] rocket, Ares V[image: External link] rocket and Constellation program[image: External link], in favor of funding Earth science projects, a new rocket type, and research and development for an eventual manned mission to Mars, and ongoing missions to the International Space Station[image: External link].[207]

President Obama's 2011 State of the Union Address[image: External link] focused on themes of education and innovation, stressing the importance of innovation economics[image: External link] to make the United States more competitive globally. He spoke of a five-year freeze in domestic spending, eliminating tax breaks for oil companies and reversing tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans, banning congressional earmarks[image: External link], and reducing healthcare costs. He promised that the United States would have one million electric vehicles on the road by 2015 and would be 80% reliant on " clean[image: External link]" electricity.[208][209]
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 LGBT rights




On October 8, 2009, Obama signed the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act[image: External link], a measure that expanded the 1969 United States federal hate-crime law[image: External link] to include crimes motivated by a victim's actual or perceived gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability.[210]

On October 30, 2009, Obama lifted the ban on travel to the United States by those infected with HIV, which was celebrated by Immigration Equality[image: External link].[211]

On December 22, 2010, Obama signed the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010[image: External link], which fulfilled a key promise made in the 2008 presidential campaign[212][213] to end the Don't ask, don't tell[image: External link] policy of 1993 that had prevented gay and lesbian people from serving openly in the United States Armed Forces[image: External link].[214] In 2016, the Pentagon ended the policy that also barred transgender[image: External link] people from serving openly in the military.[215]

As a candidate for the Illinois state senate in 1996, Obama had said that he favored legalizing same-sex marriage.[216] By the time of his Senate run in 2004, he said that he supported civil unions and domestic partnerships for same-sex partners, but he opposed same-sex marriages for strategic reasons.[217] On May 9, 2012, shortly after the official launch of his campaign for re-election as president, Obama said his views had evolved, and he publicly affirmed his personal support for the legalization of same-sex marriage, becoming the first sitting U.S. president to do so.[218][219]

During his second inaugural address[image: External link] on January 21, 2013,[190] Obama became the first president to call for full equality for gay Americans: "Our journey is not complete until our gay brothers and sisters are treated like anyone else under the law – for if we are truly created equal, then surely the love we commit to one another must be equal as well." This was the first time that a president mentioned gay rights[image: External link] or the word "gay" in an inaugural address.[220][221] In 2013, the Obama administration filed briefs that urged the Supreme Court to rule in favor of same-sex couples in the cases of Hollingsworth v. Perry[image: External link] (regarding same-sex marriage[image: External link])[222] and United States v. Windsor[image: External link] (regarding the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link]).[223] Then, following the Supreme Court's 2015 decision in Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link] (ruling same-sex marriage to be a fundamental right), Obama asserted that, "This decision affirms what millions of Americans already believe in their hearts: When all Americans are treated as equal we are all more free."[224]

On July 30, 2015 the White House Office of National AIDS Policy revised its strategy for addressing the ailment, which included widespread testing and linkage to healthcare, which was celebrated by the Human Rights Campaign[image: External link].[225]
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 White House advisory and oversight groups




On March 11, 2009, Obama created the White House Council on Women and Girls[image: External link], which forms part of the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs, having been established by Executive Order[image: External link] 13506[image: External link] with a broad mandate to advise him on issues relating to the welfare of American women and girls.[226] The Council is currently chaired by Senior Advisor to the President[image: External link] Valerie Jarrett[image: External link].[227] Obama also established the White House Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault[image: External link] through an official United States government memorandum on January 22, 2014, with a broad mandate to advise him on issues relating to sexual assault on college and university campuses throughout the United States.[227][228][229] The current co-chairs of the Task Force are Vice President Joe Biden and Jarrett.[228] The Task Force has been a development out of the White House Council on Women and Girls and Office of the Vice President of the United States[image: External link], and prior to that, the 1994 Violence Against Women Act[image: External link] that was first-drafted by Biden.[230]
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 Economic policy




Main article: Economic policy of the Barack Obama administration[image: External link]


On February 17, 2009, Obama signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009[image: External link], a $787 billion economic stimulus[image: External link] package aimed at helping the economy recover from the deepening worldwide recession[image: External link].[231] The act includes increased federal spending for health care, infrastructure, education, various tax breaks and incentives[image: External link], and direct assistance to individuals.[232]

In March, Obama's Treasury Secretary, Timothy Geithner[image: External link], took further steps to manage the financial crisis[image: External link], including introducing the Public–Private Investment Program for Legacy Assets[image: External link], which contains provisions for buying up to two trillion dollars in depreciated real estate assets.[233] Obama intervened in the troubled automotive industry[234] in March 2009, renewing loans for General Motors[image: External link] and Chrysler[image: External link] to continue operations while reorganizing. Over the following months the White House set terms for both firms' bankruptcies, including the sale of Chrysler[image: External link] to Italian automaker Fiat[image: External link][235] and a reorganization of GM[image: External link] giving the U.S. government a temporary 60% equity stake in the company, with the Canadian government taking a 12% stake.[236] In June 2009, dissatisfied with the pace of economic stimulus, Obama called on his cabinet to accelerate the investment.[237] He signed into law the Car Allowance Rebate System[image: External link], known colloquially as "Cash for Clunkers", that temporarily boosted the economy.[238][239][240]

Spending and loan guarantees from the Federal Reserve and the Treasury Department authorized by the Bush and Obama administrations totaled about $11.5 trillion, but only $3 trillion was spent by the end of November 2009.[241] Obama and the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] predicted the 2010 budget deficit[image: External link] would be $1.5 trillion or 10.6% of the nation's gross domestic product (GDP) compared to the 2009 deficit of $1.4 trillion or 9.9% of GDP.[242][243] For 2011, the administration predicted the deficit will shrink to $1.34 trillion, and the 10-year deficit will increase to $8.53 trillion or 90% of GDP.[244] The most recent increase in the U.S. debt ceiling[image: External link] to $17.2 trillion took effect in February 2014.[245] On August 2, 2011, after a lengthy congressional debate over whether to raise the nation's debt limit, Obama signed the bipartisan Budget Control Act of 2011[image: External link]. The legislation enforces limits on discretionary spending until 2021, establishes a procedure to increase the debt limit, creates a Congressional Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction to propose further deficit reduction with a stated goal of achieving at least $1.5 trillion in budgetary savings over 10 years, and establishes automatic procedures for reducing spending by as much as $1.2 trillion if legislation originating with the new joint select committee does not achieve such savings.[246] By passing the legislation, Congress was able to prevent a U.S. government[image: External link] default[image: External link] on its obligations.[247]

As it did throughout 2008, the unemployment rate rose in 2009, reaching a peak in October at 10.0% and averaging 10.0% in the fourth quarter. Following a decrease to 9.7% in the first quarter of 2010, the unemployment rate fell to 9.6% in the second quarter, where it remained for the rest of the year.[250] Between February and December 2010, employment rose by 0.8%, which was less than the average of 1.9% experienced during comparable periods in the past four employment recoveries.[251] By November 2012, the unemployment rate fell to 7.7%,[252] decreasing to 6.7% in the last month of 2013.[253] During 2014, the unemployment rate continued to decline, falling to 6.3% in the first quarter.[254] GDP growth returned in the third quarter of 2009, expanding at a rate of 1.6%, followed by a 5.0% increase in the fourth quarter.[255] Growth continued in 2010, posting an increase of 3.7% in the first quarter, with lesser gains throughout the rest of the year.[255] In July 2010, the Federal Reserve[image: External link] noted that economic activity continued to increase, but its pace had slowed, and chairman Ben Bernanke said the economic outlook was "unusually uncertain".[256] Overall, the economy expanded at a rate of 2.9% in 2010.[257]

The Congressional Budget Office and a broad range of economists credit Obama's stimulus plan for economic growth.[258][259] The CBO released a report stating that the stimulus bill increased employment by 1–2.1 million,[259][260][261][262] while conceding that "It is impossible to determine how many of the reported jobs would have existed in the absence of the stimulus package."[258] Although an April 2010 survey of members of the National Association for Business Economics[image: External link] showed an increase in job creation (over a similar January survey) for the first time in two years, 73% of 68 respondents believed that the stimulus bill has had no impact on employment.[263] The economy of the United States has grown faster than the other original NATO[image: External link] members by a wider margin under President Obama than it has anytime since the end of World War II[image: External link].[264] The OECD[image: External link] credits the much faster growth in the United States to the stimulus in the United States and the austerity measures in the European Union.[265]

Within a month of the 2010 midterm elections[image: External link], Obama announced a compromise deal with the Congressional Republican leadership that included a temporary, two-year extension of the 2001 and 2003 income tax rates[image: External link], a one-year payroll tax[image: External link] reduction, continuation of unemployment benefits, and a new rate and exemption amount for estate taxes[image: External link].[266] The compromise overcame opposition from some in both parties, and the resulting $858 billion Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010[image: External link] passed with bipartisan majorities in both houses of Congress before Obama signed it on December 17, 2010.[267]

In December 2013, Obama declared that growing income inequality[image: External link] is a "defining challenge of our time" and called on Congress to bolster the safety net and raise wages. This came on the heels of the nationwide strikes of fast-food workers[image: External link] and Pope Francis' criticism of inequality and trickle-down economics[image: External link].[268]

Obama has urged Congress to ratify a 12-nation free trade pact called the Trans-Pacific Partnership.[269]
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 Environmental policy




See also: Climate change policy of the United States[image: External link]


On September 30, 2009, the Obama administration proposed new regulations on power plants, factories, and oil refineries in an attempt to limit greenhouse gas emissions and to curb global warming.[270][271]

On April 20, 2010, an explosion destroyed an offshore drilling rig[image: External link] at the Macondo Prospect[image: External link] in the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link], causing a major sustained oil leak[image: External link]. Obama visited the Gulf, announced a federal investigation, and formed a bipartisan commission to recommend new safety standards, after a review by Secretary of the Interior[image: External link] Ken Salazar[image: External link] and concurrent Congressional hearings. He then announced a six-month moratorium on new deepwater drilling[image: External link] permits and leases, pending regulatory review.[272] As multiple efforts by BP failed, some in the media and public expressed confusion and criticism over various aspects of the incident, and stated a desire for more involvement by Obama and the federal government.[273]

In July 2013, Obama expressed reservations and stated he "would reject the Keystone XL pipeline[image: External link] if it increased carbon pollution" or "greenhouse emissions".[274][275] Obama's advisers called for a halt to petroleum exploration in the Arctic[image: External link] in January 2013.[276] On February 24, 2015, Obama vetoed a bill that would authorize the pipeline.[277] It was the third veto of Obama's presidency and his first major veto.[278]

Obama has emphasized the conservation[image: External link] of federal lands[image: External link] during his term in office. He used his power under the Antiquities Act[image: External link] to create 25 new national monuments[image: External link] during his presidency and expand four others, protecting a total of 553,000,000 acres (224,000,000 ha) of federal lands and waters, more than any other U.S. president.[279]
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 Health care reform




Main article: Health care reform in the United States[image: External link]


Obama called for Congress to pass legislation reforming health care in the United States[image: External link], a key campaign promise and a top legislative goal.[280] He proposed an expansion of health insurance coverage to cover the uninsured, to cap premium increases, and to allow people to retain their coverage when they leave or change jobs. His proposal was to spend $900 billion over 10 years and include a government insurance plan, also known as the public option[image: External link], to compete with the corporate insurance sector as a main component to lowering costs and improving quality of health care. It would also make it illegal for insurers to drop sick people or deny them coverage for pre-existing conditions[image: External link], and require every American to carry health coverage. The plan also includes medical spending cuts and taxes on insurance companies that offer expensive plans.[281][282]

On July 14, 2009, House Democratic leaders introduced a 1,017-page plan for overhauling the U.S. health care system, which Obama wanted Congress to approve by the end of 2009.[280] After much public debate during the Congressional summer recess of 2009, Obama delivered a speech to a joint session of Congress[image: External link] on September 9 where he addressed concerns over the proposals.[284] In March 2009, Obama lifted a ban on using federal funds for stem cell research.[285]

On November 7, 2009, a health care bill featuring the public option was passed in the House.[286][287] On December 24, 2009, the Senate passed its own bill—without a public option—on a party-line vote of 60–39.[288] On March 21, 2010, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) passed by the Senate in December was passed in the House by a vote of 219 to 212.[289] Obama signed the bill into law on March 23, 2010.[290]

The ACA includes health-related provisions[image: External link], most of which took effect in 2014, including expanding Medicaid[image: External link] eligibility for people making up to 133% of the federal poverty level[image: External link] (FPL) starting in 2014,[291] subsidizing insurance premiums for people making up to 400% of the FPL ($88,000 for family of four in 2010) so their maximum "out-of-pocket" payment for annual premiums will be from 2% to 9.5% of income,[292][293] providing incentives for businesses to provide health care benefits, prohibiting denial of coverage and denial of claims based on pre-existing conditions, establishing health insurance exchanges[image: External link], prohibiting annual coverage caps, and support for medical research. According to White House and Congressional Budget Office figures, the maximum share of income that enrollees would have to pay would vary depending on their income relative to the federal poverty level.[292][294]

The costs of these provisions are offset by taxes, fees, and cost-saving measures, such as new Medicare taxes for those in high-income brackets[image: External link], taxes on indoor tanning[image: External link], cuts to the Medicare Advantage[image: External link] program in favor of traditional Medicare, and fees on medical devices and pharmaceutical companies;[296] there is also a tax penalty for those who do not obtain health insurance, unless they are exempt due to low income or other reasons.[297] In March 2010, the Congressional Budget Office estimated that the net effect of both laws will be a reduction in the federal deficit by $143 billion over the first decade.[298]

The law faced several legal challenges, primarily based on the argument that an individual mandate requiring Americans to buy health insurance was unconstitutional. On June 28, 2012, the Supreme Court ruled by a 5–4 vote in National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius[image: External link] that the mandate was constitutional under the U.S. Congress's taxing authority.[299] In Burwell v. Hobby Lobby[image: External link] the Court ruled that "closely-held" for-profit corporations could be exempt on religious grounds under the Religious Freedom Restoration Act[image: External link] from regulations adopted under the ACA that would have required them to pay for insurance that covered certain contraceptives. In June 2015, the Court ruled 6–3 in King v. Burwell[image: External link] that subsidies to help individuals and families purchase health insurance were authorized for those doing so on both the federal exchange and state exchanges, not only those purchasing plans "established by the State", as the statute reads.[300]
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 Energy policy




Main article: Energy policy of the Obama administration[image: External link]


Prior to June 2014, Obama offered substantial support for a broadly-based "All of the above" approach to domestic energy policy, which Obama has maintained since his first term and which he last confirmed at his State of the Union speech in January 2014 to a mixed reception by both parties. In June 2014, Obama made indications that his administration would consider a shift towards an energy policy more closely tuned to the manufacturing industry and its impact on the domestic economy.[301] Obama's approach of selectively combining regulation and incentive to various issues in the domestic energy policy such as coal mining and oil fracking has received mixed commentary for not being as responsive to the needs of the domestic manufacturing sector as needed, following claims that the domestic manufacturing sector utilizes as much as a third of the nation's available energy resources.[302][303]
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 Gun control




Main article: Social policy of the Barack Obama administration § Gun policy[image: External link]


On January 16, 2013, one month after the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting[image: External link], Obama signed 23 executive orders and outlined a series of sweeping proposals regarding gun control.[304] He urged Congress to reintroduce an expired ban[image: External link] on military-style assault weapons, such as those used in several recent mass shootings, impose limits on ammunition magazines to 10 rounds, introduce background checks on all gun sales, pass a ban on possession and sale of armor-piercing bullets, introduce harsher penalties for gun-traffickers, especially unlicensed dealers who buy arms for criminals and approving the appointment of the head of the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives[image: External link] for the first time since 2006.[305] On January 5, 2016, Obama announced new executive actions[image: External link] extending background check requirements to more gun sellers.[306] In a 2016 editorial in the New York Times, Obama compared the struggle for what he termed "common-sense gun reform" to women's suffrage[image: External link] and other civil rights movements in American history.[307]
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 2010 midterm elections




Main articles: United States House of Representatives elections, 2010[image: External link] and United States Senate elections, 2010[image: External link]


Obama called the November 2, 2010 election[image: External link], where the Democratic Party lost 63 seats in, and control of, the House of Representatives,[308] "humbling" and a "shellacking".[309] He said that the results came because not enough Americans had felt the effects of the economic recovery.[310]
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 Cybersecurity and Internet policy




On November 10, 2014, President Obama recommended the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] reclassify broadband Internet service[image: External link] as a telecommunications service in order to preserve net neutrality[image: External link].[311][312] On February 12, 2013, President Obama signed Executive Order 13636, "Improving Critical Infrastructure Cybersecurity".[313]
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 Foreign policy




Main article: Foreign policy of the Barack Obama administration[image: External link]


In February and March 2009, Vice President Joe Biden and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton made separate overseas trips to announce a "new era" in U.S. foreign relations with Russia and Europe, using the terms "break" and " reset[image: External link]" to signal major changes from the policies of the preceding administration.[314] Obama attempted to reach out to Arab leaders by granting his first interview to an Arab cable TV network, Al Arabiya[image: External link].[315]

On March 19, Obama continued his outreach to the Muslim world, releasing a New Year's video message to the people and government of Iran.[316][317] In April, Obama gave a speech in Ankara[image: External link], Turkey, which was well received by many Arab governments.[318] On June 4, 2009, Obama delivered a speech at Cairo University[image: External link] in Egypt calling for "A New Beginning[image: External link]" in relations between the Islamic world and the United States and promoting Middle East peace.[319]

On June 26, 2009, Obama responded to the Iranian government's actions towards protesters following Iran's 2009 presidential election[image: External link] by saying: "The violence perpetrated against them is outrageous. We see it and we condemn it."[320] While in Moscow on July 7, he responded Vice President Biden's comment on a possible Israeli military strike on Iran by saying: "We have said directly to the Israelis that it is important to try and resolve this in an international setting in a way that does not create major conflict in the Middle East."[321]

On September 24, 2009, Obama became the first sitting U.S. president to preside[image: External link] over a meeting of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link].[322]

In March 2010, Obama took a public stance against plans by the government of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link] to continue building Jewish housing projects in predominantly Arab neighborhoods of East Jerusalem[image: External link].[323][324] During the same month, an agreement was reached with the administration of Russian President Dmitry Medvedev[image: External link] to replace the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty[image: External link] with a new pact reducing the number of long-range nuclear weapons in the arsenals of both countries by about one-third.[325] Obama and Medvedev signed the New START[image: External link] treaty in April 2010, and the U.S. Senate ratified it in December 2010.[326]

In December 2011, Obama instructed agencies to consider LGBT rights[image: External link] when issuing financial aid to foreign countries.[327] He criticized Russia's law discriminating against gays in August 2013,[328] stopping short of advocating a boycott of the 2014 Winter Olympics[image: External link] held in Sochi[image: External link], Russia.[329]

In December 2014, Obama announced that he intended to normalize relationships[image: External link] between Cuba and the United States[image: External link].[330] The countries' respective "interests sections" in one another's capitals were upgraded to embassies on July 20, 2015.

In March 2015, Obama declared that he had authorized U.S. forces to provide logistical and intelligence support to the Saudis in their military intervention in Yemen[image: External link], establishing a "Joint Planning Cell" with Saudi Arabia.[331]

Before leaving office, Obama said German Chancellor Angela Merkel had been his "closest international partner" throughout his tenure as President.[332]
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 War in Iraq




Main articles: Iraq War[image: External link] and American-led intervention in Iraq (2014–present)[image: External link]


On February 27, 2009, Obama announced that combat operations in Iraq would end within 18 months. His remarks were made to a group of Marines[image: External link] preparing for deployment to Afghanistan. Obama said, "Let me say this as plainly as I can: by August 31, 2010, our combat mission in Iraq will end."[333] The Obama administration scheduled the withdrawal of combat troops to be completed by August 2010, decreasing troop's levels from 142,000 while leaving a transitional force of about 50,000 in Iraq until the end of 2011. On August 19, 2010, the last U.S. combat brigade exited Iraq. Remaining troops transitioned from combat operations to counter-terrorism[image: External link] and the training, equipping, and advising of Iraqi security forces.[334][335] On August 31, 2010, Obama announced that the United States combat mission in Iraq was over.[336] On October 21, 2011 President Obama announced that all U.S. troops would leave Iraq in time to be "home for the holidays".[337]

In June 2014, following the capture of Mosul[image: External link] by Daesh[image: External link], Obama sent 275 troops to provide support and security for U.S. personnel and the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad. Daesh continued to gain ground and to commit widespread massacres and ethnic cleansing[image: External link].[338][339]

In August 2014, during the Sinjar massacre[image: External link], Obama ordered a campaign of U.S. airstrikes against Daesh[image: External link].[340]

By the end of 2014, 3,100 American ground troops were committed to the conflict[341] and 16,000 sorties were flown over the battlefield, primarily by U.S. Air Force and Navy pilots.[342]

In the spring of 2015, with the addition of the "Panther Brigade" of the 82nd Airborne Division[image: External link] the number of U.S. ground troops in Iraq surged to 4,400,[343] and by July American-led coalition air forces counted 44,000 sorties over the battlefield.[344]
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 War in Afghanistan




Main article: War in Afghanistan (2001–14)[image: External link]


Early in his presidency, Obama moved to bolster U.S. troop strength in Afghanistan.[345] He announced an increase in U.S. troop levels to 17,000 military personnel in February 2009 to "stabilize a deteriorating situation in Afghanistan", an area he said had not received the "strategic attention, direction and resources it urgently requires".[346] He replaced the military commander in Afghanistan, General David D. McKiernan[image: External link], with former Special Forces[image: External link] commander Lt. Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal[image: External link] in May 2009, indicating that McChrystal's Special Forces experience would facilitate the use of counterinsurgency tactics in the war.[347] On December 1, 2009, Obama announced the deployment of an additional 30,000 military personnel to Afghanistan and proposed to begin troop withdrawals 18 months from that date;[348] this took place in July 2011. David Petraeus[image: External link] replaced McChrystal in June 2010, after McChrystal's staff criticized White House personnel in a magazine article.[349] In February 2013, Obama said the U.S. military would reduce the troop level in Afghanistan from 68,000 to 34,000 U.S. troops by February 2014.[350]

In October 2015, the White House announced a plan to keep U.S. Forces in Afghanistan indefinitely in light of the deteriorating security situation.[351]
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 Israel




In 2011, the United States vetoed a Security Council resolution condemning Israeli settlements[image: External link], with the United States being the only nation to do so.[352] Obama supports the two-state solution[image: External link] to the Arab–Israeli conflict[image: External link] based on the 1967 borders with land swaps.[353]

In June 2011, Obama said that the bond between the United States and Israel is "unbreakable".[354] During the initial years of the Obama administration, the U.S. increased military cooperation with Israel, including increased military aid, re-establishment of the U.S.-Israeli Joint Political Military Group[image: External link] and the Defense Policy Advisory Group, and an increase in visits among high-level military officials of both countries.[355] The Obama administration asked Congress to allocate money toward funding the Iron Dome[image: External link] program in response to the waves of Palestinian rocket attacks on Israel[image: External link].[356]

In 2013, Jeffrey Goldberg[image: External link] reported that, in Obama's view, "with each new settlement announcement, Netanyahu is moving his country down a path toward near-total isolation."[357]

In 2014, Obama likened the Zionist movement[image: External link] to the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link] in the United States. He said that both movements seek to bring justice and equal rights to historically persecuted peoples. He explained, "To me, being pro-Israel and pro-Jewish is part and parcel with the values that I've been fighting for since I was politically conscious and started getting involved in politics."[358] Obama expressed support for Israel's right to defend itself during the 2014 Israel–Gaza conflict[image: External link].[359]

On December 23, 2016 under the Obama Administration, the United States abstained from United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334[image: External link], effectively allowing it to pass.[360] Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link] strongly criticized the Administration's actions,[361][362] and the Israeli government withdrew its annual dues from the organization, which totaled $6 million in United States dollars[image: External link], on January 6, 2017.[363] On January 5, 2017, the United States House of Representatives[image: External link] voted 342–80 to condemn the UN Resolution.[364][365]
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 Libya




Main article: 2011 military intervention in Libya[image: External link]


In February 2011, protests in Libya began against long-time dictator Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link] as part of the Arab Spring[image: External link]. They soon turned violent. In March, as forces loyal to Gaddafi advanced on rebels across Libya, calls for a no-fly zone came from around the world, including Europe, the Arab League[image: External link], and a resolution[366] passed unanimously by the U.S. Senate.[367] In response to the unanimous passage of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1973[image: External link] on March 17, Gaddafi—who had previously vowed to "show no mercy" to the rebels of Benghazi[368]—announced an immediate cessation of military activities,[369] yet reports came in that his forces continued shelling Misrata[image: External link]. The next day, on Obama's orders, the U.S. military took part in air strikes to destroy the Libyan government's air defense capabilities to protect civilians and enforce a no-fly-zone,[370] including the use of Tomahawk missiles[image: External link], B-2 Spirits[image: External link], and fighter jets.[371][372][373] Six days later, on March 25, by unanimous vote of all of its 28 members, NATO[image: External link] took over leadership of the effort, dubbed Operation Unified Protector[image: External link].[374] Some Representatives[375] questioned whether Obama had the constitutional authority to order military action in addition to questioning its cost, structure and aftermath.[376][377]
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 Syrian Civil War




See also: Foreign involvement in the Syrian Civil War § United States[image: External link]


On August 18, 2011, several months after the start of the Syrian Civil War[image: External link], Obama issued a written statement that said: "The time has come for President Assad[image: External link] to step aside."[378][379] This stance was reaffirmed in November 2015.[380] In 2012, Obama authorized multiple programs run by the CIA and the Pentagon to train anti-Assad rebels.[381] The Pentagon-run program was later found to have failed and was formally abandoned in October 2015.[382][383]

In the wake of a chemical weapons attack[image: External link] in Syria, formally blamed[image: External link] by the Obama administration on the Assad government, Obama chose not to enforce the "red line" he had pledged[384] and, rather than authorise the promised military action against Assad, went along with the Russia-brokered deal that led to Assad giving up chemical weapons[image: External link]; however attacks with chlorine gas[image: External link] continued.[385][386] In 2014, Obama authorized an air campaign aimed primarily at ISIL[image: External link], but repeatedly promised that the U.S. would not deploy ground troops in Syria.[387][388]
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 Death of Osama bin Laden




Main article: Death of Osama bin Laden[image: External link]


Starting with information received from Central Intelligence Agency operatives in July 2010, the CIA developed intelligence over the next several months that determined what they believed to be the hideout of Osama bin Laden[image: External link]. He was living in seclusion in a large compound[image: External link] in Abbottabad[image: External link], Pakistan, a suburban area 35 miles (56 km) from Islamabad[image: External link].[389] CIA head Leon Panetta[image: External link] reported this intelligence to President Obama in March 2011.[389] Meeting with his national security advisers over the course of the next six weeks, Obama rejected a plan to bomb the compound, and authorized a "surgical raid" to be conducted by United States Navy SEALs[image: External link].[389] The operation took place on May 1, 2011, and resulted in the shooting death of bin Laden and the seizure of papers, computer drives and disks from the compound.[390][391] DNA testing was one of five methods used to positively identify bin Laden's corpse,[392] which was buried at sea several hours later.[393] Within minutes of the President's announcement from Washington, DC, late in the evening on May 1, there were spontaneous celebrations around the country as crowds gathered outside the White House, and at New York City's Ground Zero[image: External link] and Times Square[image: External link].[390][394] Reaction to the announcement[image: External link] was positive across party lines, including from former presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush,[395] and from many countries around the world.[396]
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 Iran nuclear talks




Main article: Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link]


In November 2013, Obama's administration opened negotiations[image: External link] with Iran to prevent it from acquiring nuclear weapons[image: External link], which included an interim agreement[image: External link]. Negotiations took two years with numerous delays, with a deal being announced July 14, 2015. The deal, titled the "Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link]", saw the removal of sanctions in exchange for measures that would prevent Iran from producing nuclear weapons. While Obama hailed the agreement as being a step towards a more hopeful world, the deal drew strong criticism from Republican and conservative quarters, and from Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link].[397][398][399]
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 Relations with Cuba




Main article: United States–Cuban Thaw[image: External link]


Since the spring of 2013, secret meetings were conducted between the United States and Cuba in the neutral locations of Canada and Vatican City.[400] The Vatican first became involved in 2013 when Pope Francis advised the U.S. and Cuba to exchange prisoners[image: External link] as a gesture of goodwill.[401] On December 10, 2013, Cuban President Raúl Castro[image: External link], in a significant public moment, greeted and shook hands with Obama at the Nelson Mandela memorial service[image: External link] in Johannesburg[image: External link].[402]

In December 2014, after the secret meetings, it was announced that Obama, with Pope Francis as an intermediary, had negotiated a restoration of relations with Cuba, after nearly sixty years of détente.[403] Popularly dubbed the Cuban Thaw[image: External link], The New Republic[image: External link] deemed the Cuban Thaw to be "Obama's finest foreign policy achievement."[404] On July 1, 2015, President Barack Obama announced that formal diplomatic relations between Cuba and the United States would resume, and embassies would be opened in Washington and Havana[image: External link].[405] The countries' respective "interests sections" in one another's capitals were upgraded to embassies on July 20 and August 13, 2015, respectively.[406]

Obama visited Havana, Cuba for two days in March 2016, becoming the first sitting U.S. President to arrive since Calvin Coolidge in 1928.[407]
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 Africa




Obama spoke in front of the African Union[image: External link] in Addis Ababa[image: External link], Ethiopia, on July 29, 2015, the first sitting U.S. president to do so. He gave a speech encouraging the world to increase economic ties via investments and trade with the continent, and lauded the progresses made in education[image: External link], infrastructure, and economy[image: External link]. He also criticized the lack of democracy and leaders who refuse to step aside, discrimination against minorities ( LGBT[image: External link] people, religious groups and ethnicities), and corruption. He suggested an intensified democratization[image: External link] and free trade, to significantly improve the quality of life for Africans.[408][409] During his July 2015 trip, Obama also was the first U.S. president ever to visit[image: External link] Kenya, which is the homeland of his father.[410]
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 Hiroshima speech




On May 27, 2016, 2½ months before the 71st anniversary of the U.S. atomic bombing of Hiroshima[image: External link] that ended World War II[image: External link], Obama became the first sitting American president to visit Hiroshima[image: External link], Japan. Accompanied by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, Obama paid tribute to the victims of the bombing at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum[image: External link].[411]
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 Russia




See also: Russia–United States relations § Obama's tenure (2009–2017)[image: External link]


After Russia's invasion of Crimea[image: External link] in 2014, military intervention[image: External link] in Syria in 2015, and the interference in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link][412] in the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], Obama's Russia policy was widely seen as a failure.[413] George Robertson[image: External link], a former UK defense secretary and NATO secretary-general, said that Obama had "allowed Putin to jump back on the world stage and test the resolve of the West", adding that the legacy of this disaster would last.[414]
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 Cultural and political image




Main article: Public image of Barack Obama[image: External link]


See also: International reaction to the United States presidential election, 2008[image: External link] and International reactions to the United States presidential election, 2012[image: External link]


Obama's family history, upbringing, and Ivy League education differ markedly from those of African-American politicians who launched their careers in the 1960s through participation in the civil rights movement[image: External link].[415] Expressing puzzlement over questions about whether he is "black enough", Obama told an August 2007 meeting of the National Association of Black Journalists[image: External link] that "we're still locked in this notion that if you appeal to white folks then there must be something wrong."[416] Obama acknowledged his youthful image in an October 2007 campaign speech, saying: "I wouldn't be here if, time and again, the torch had not been passed to a new generation."[417]

Obama is frequently referred to as an exceptional orator.[418] During his pre-inauguration transition period and continuing into his presidency, Obama has delivered a series of weekly Internet video addresses.[419] Former presidential campaign surrogate and Georgetown professor, Michael Eric Dyson[image: External link], is both critical and sympathetic of President Obama's leadership in race relations, indicating that Obama's speeches and action on racial disparity and justice have been somewhat reactive and reluctant when, especially in the later part of his second term, racial violence demanded immediate presidential action and conversation.[420]

According to the Gallup Organization[image: External link], Obama began his presidency with a 68% approval rating[421] before gradually declining for the rest of the year, and eventually bottoming out at 41% in August 2010,[422] a trend similar to Ronald Reagan's and Bill Clinton's first years in office.[423] He experienced a small poll bounce shortly after the death of Osama bin Laden[image: External link] on May 2, 2011. This bounce lasted until around June 2011, when his approval numbers dropped back to where they were previously.[424][425] His approval ratings rebounded around the same time as his reelection in 2012, with polls showing an average job approval of 52% shortly after his second inauguration.[426] Despite approval ratings dropping to 39% in late-2013 due to the ACA roll-out, they climbed to 50% in January 2015 according to Gallup.[427]

Polls showed strong support for Obama in other countries both before and during his presidency.[428][429] In a February 2009 poll conducted in Western Europe and the U.S. by Harris Interactive[image: External link] for France 24[image: External link] and the International Herald Tribune[image: External link], Obama was rated as the most respected world leader, as well as the most powerful.[430] In a similar poll conducted by Harris in May 2009, Obama was rated as the most popular world leader, as well as the one figure most people would pin their hopes on for pulling the world out of the economic downturn.[431][432]

Obama won Best Spoken Word Album[image: External link] Grammy Awards[image: External link] for abridged audiobook[image: External link] versions of Dreams from My Father[image: External link] in February 2006 and for The Audacity of Hope[image: External link] in February 2008.[433] His concession speech[image: External link] after the New Hampshire primary was set to music by independent artists as the music video "Yes We Can[image: External link]", which was viewed 10 million times on YouTube in its first month[434] and received a Daytime Emmy Award[image: External link].[435] In December 2008 and in 2012, Time magazine named Obama as its Person of the Year.[436] The 2008 awarding was for his historic candidacy and election, which Time described as "the steady march of seemingly impossible accomplishments".[437] On May 25, 2011, Obama became the first President of the United States to address both houses of the UK Parliament[image: External link] in Westminster Hall[image: External link], London. This was only the fifth occurrence since the start of the 20th century, of a head of state being extended this invitation, following Charles de Gaulle[image: External link] in 1960, Nelson Mandela[image: External link] in 1996, Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] in 2002 and Pope Benedict XVI[image: External link] in 2010.[438][439]

On October 9, 2009, the Norwegian Nobel Committee[image: External link] announced that Obama had won the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] "for his extraordinary efforts to strengthen international diplomacy and cooperation between peoples".[440] Obama accepted this award in Oslo[image: External link], Norway on December 10, 2009, with "deep gratitude and great humility."[441] The award drew a mixture of praise and criticism from world leaders and media figures.[442][443][444][445][446][447][448] Obama's peace prize was called a "stunning surprise" by The New York Times.[449] Obama is the fourth U.S. president to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize and the third to become a Nobel laureate while in office.[450] Obama's Nobel Prize has been viewed skeptically in subsequent years, especially after the director of the Nobel Institute, Geir Lundestad[image: External link], said Obama's Peace Prize did not have the desired effect.[451]
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 Post-presidency




Barack Obama's presidency ended at noon on January 20, 2017, immediately following the inauguration of his Republican successor, Donald Trump. After the inauguration, Obama lifted off on Executive One[image: External link], circled the White House, and flew to Joint Base Andrews[image: External link].[452] The family rented a house in Kalorama, Washington, D.C.[image: External link][453]

During the 2017 Democratic National Committee chairmanship election[image: External link], the Obama administration pushed for Tom Perez to run against Keith Ellison and President Barack Obama personally called DNC members to vote for Perez.[454]

On March 2, 2017, the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link] awarded the annual Profile in Courage Award[image: External link] to Obama "for his enduring commitment to democratic ideals and elevating the standard of political courage."[455]

On April 24, 2017, in his first public appearance out of office, Obama appeared at a seminar at the University of Chicago[image: External link] aimed at the engagement with a new generation as well as an appeal for their participation in politics.[456]

On May 4, 2017, three days ahead of the French presidential election[image: External link], Obama endorsed Emmanuel Macron[image: External link]: "He appeals to people’s hopes and not their fears, and I enjoyed speaking to Emmanuel recently to hear about his independent movement and his vision for the future of France."[457] Macron went on to win the election.

On May 9, 2017, Obama delivered a speech urging for election participation and research during a food innovation summit in Milan, Italy[image: External link], saying in part, "if you don't vote and you don't pay attention, you'll get policies that don't reflect your interest."[458]

While in Berlin[image: External link] on May 25, Obama made a joint public appearance with Chancellor Merkel where he stressed inclusion and for leaders to question themselves, Obama having been formally invited to Berlin while still in office as part of an effort to boost Merkel's re-election campaign.[459]

Obama traveled to Kensington Palace[image: External link] in England and met with Prince Harry[image: External link] on May 27, 2017; Obama tweeted afterward that the two discussed their foundations and offering condolences in the wake of the Manchester Arena bombing[image: External link] that occurred five days prior.[460]

On June 1, after President Trump announced his withdrawal of the United States from the Paris Agreement, Obama released a statement disagreeing with the choice: "But even in the absence of American leadership; even as this administration joins a small handful of nations that reject the future; I'm confident that our states, cities, and businesses will step up and do even more to lead the way, and help protect for future generations the one planet we've got."[461]

Barack Obama gave a public speech in Montreal on June 6, 2017.[462]

After the Congressional baseball shooting[image: External link], Obama telephoned Senator Jeff Flake[image: External link] to express condolences for the victims and to request Flake inform House Majority Whip Steve Scalise[image: External link], injured during the shooting, of his sentiments for him.[463]
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Main article: Barack Obama Presidential Center[image: External link]


The Obama Presidential Center is the planned presidential library[image: External link] of Barack Obama. The center will be hosted by the University of Chicago[image: External link], and will be located in Jackson Park[image: External link] on the South Side[image: External link] of Chicago, Illinois. Once completed, it will become the 14th site in the National Archives and Records Administration[image: External link]'s presidential library system.[464]
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Obama's most significant legacy is generally considered to be the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, provisions of which went into effect from 2010 to 2020. Together with the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act[image: External link] amendment, it represents the most significant regulatory overhaul of the U.S. healthcare system[image: External link] since the passage of Medicare[image: External link] and Medicaid[image: External link] in 1965.[465]

Many commentators credit Obama with averting a threatened depression and pulling the country out of the "Great Recession[image: External link]".[465] According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics[image: External link], the Obama administration[image: External link] created 11.3 million jobs from the month after the first inauguration of Barack Obama[image: External link] to the end of his term.[466]

In 2009, President Obama signed into law the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010[image: External link], which contained in it the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act[image: External link], the first addition to existing federal hate crime in the United States since Democratic President Bill Clinton signed into law the Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996. The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act expanded existing federal hate crime laws in the United States[image: External link] to apply to crimes motivated by a victim's actual or perceived gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability, and dropped the prerequisite that the victim be engaging in a federally protected activity.

In 2010, President Obama signed into effect the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link]. Passed as a response to the financial crisis of 2007–08[image: External link], it brought the most significant changes to financial regulation[image: External link] in the United States since the regulatory reform that followed the Great Depression[image: External link] under Democratic President Franklin D. Roosevelt.[467]

In 2011, the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010[image: External link] went into effect, bringing an end to "don't ask, don't tell[image: External link]" policy in the US armed forces that banned open service from LGB[image: External link] people. Obama succeeded in allowing open military service for LGB people in the US armed forces where his Democratic predecessor, US President Bill Clinton, had failed to do so; the Clinton administration[image: External link] having instead enacted the compromise "don't ask, don't tell" policy. In 2016, the Obama administration[image: External link] brought an end to the ban on transgender[image: External link] people serving openly in the US armed forces.[468][215]

President Obama continued the drone strikes[image: External link] that President George W. Bush started during his presidency in Afghanistan[image: External link], Iraq, Pakistan[image: External link], Somalia, and Yemen. Obama also ordered drone strikes in Libya in 2011, the Philippines in 2012, and Syria[image: External link] in 2014.[469] Obama left about 9,800 US troops in Afghanistan[image: External link], 5,262 US troops in Iraq, 503 US troops in Syria, 133 US troops in Pakistan, 106 US troops in Somalia, 7 US troops in Yemen, and 2 US troops in Libya at the end of his presidency.[470][471]

According to Pew Research Center and United States Bureau of Justice Statistics[image: External link], from December 31, 2009 to December 31, 2015, that inmates sentenced in US federal custody declined by 5% under US President Obama. This is the largest decline in sentenced inmates in US federal custody since Democrat US President Jimmy Carter[image: External link]. By contrast, the federal prison population increased significantly under US president Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush.[472]

A 2017 C-SPAN Presidential Historians Survey ranked Obama as the 12th best US president.[473][474]
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Independent Politician






Not to be confused with Independence Party[image: External link], Independent Party[image: External link] or America's Independent Party[image: External link].

An independent or nonpartisan politician is an individual politician[image: External link] not affiliated with any political party[image: External link]. There are numerous reasons why someone may stand for office as an independent.


	Independents may support policies which are different from those of the major political parties.

	In some parts of the world electors may have a tradition of electing independents, so standing for a political party is a disadvantage.

	In some countries (including Russia) a political party can only be registered if it has a huge number of members in more than one region, but in certain regions only a minority of electors support the major parties.

	In some countries (including Kuwait[image: External link]), political parties are unlawful and all candidates thus stand as independents.[1]




Some independent politicians may be associated with a political party, perhaps as former members of it, or else have views that align with it, but choose not to stand in its name, or are unable to do so because the party in question has selected another candidate. Others may belong to or support a political party at the national level but believe they should not formally represent it (and thus be subject to its policies) at another level.

In running for public office, independents sometimes choose to form a party or alliance with other independents, and may formally register their party or alliance. Even where the word "independent" is used, such alliances have much in common with a political party, especially if there is an organization which needs to approve the "independent" candidates.
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 Australia




Main article: Independent politicians in Australia[image: External link]


Independents are a recurrent feature of the federal Parliament of Australia[image: External link], and they are more commonly elected to state parliaments. There have been up time five independents in every federal parliament since 1990, and independents have won twenty-eight times during national elections in that time. A large number of independents are former members of one of Australia's four main parties, the Australian Labor Party[image: External link], the Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link], the Australian Greens[image: External link], or the National Party of Australia[image: External link]. In 2013 a political party named the Australian Independents[image: External link] was registered with the Australian Electoral Commission[image: External link].[2]

As at 2017 two independents sit in the Australian House of Representatives[image: External link], Andrew Wilkie[image: External link] from Denison[image: External link] in Tasmania[image: External link] (former Greens[image: External link] candidate) and Cathy McGowan[image: External link] from Indi[image: External link] in Victoria[image: External link].

Independent Senators[image: External link] are quite rare. In modern politics, independent Brian Harradine[image: External link] served from 1975 to 2005 with considerable influence at times. Nick Xenophon[image: External link] has been the only elected independent Senator since his election to the Senate at the 2007 federal election[image: External link]. Xenophon was re-elected for another six-year term at the 2013 federal election[image: External link].[3] DLP[image: External link] Senator John Madigan[image: External link] became an independent Senator in September 2014,[4] while PUP[image: External link] Senators Jacqui Lambie[image: External link] and Glenn Lazarus[image: External link] became independent Senators in November 2014 and March 2015.[5][6]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Brazil




The independent politicians are not allowed to run for offices in Brazil. The Constitution of 1988, in its Article 14, §3rd, item V, says that "Are conditions for elegibility: V - party affiliation."[7] However, the Proposal Amendment to the Constitution (PEC) no. 6/2015, authored by senator José Reguffe[image: External link], allows the independent candidacy which "must have the support of at least 1% of the electors able to vote in the region (city, state or country, according to the case) in which the candidate will run for the election."[8][9] Currently, members of the legislative and executive can left their respective parties after elected, as of senator Reguffe, who left the Democratic Labour Party[image: External link] (PDT) in 2016.[10]
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 Bulgaria




The President of Bulgaria[image: External link] Rumen Radev[image: External link] is an independent with support from the Bulgarian Socialist Party[image: External link]. Radev was elected in the Bulgarian presidential election of 2016[image: External link].
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See also: Independent Liberal[image: External link] and Independent Conservative[image: External link]


Independent Members of Parliament were numerous in the last decades of the 19th century but diminished as the party system solidified. It remained common, however, to have a small number of Independent Liberal[image: External link] or Independent Conservative[image: External link] MPs into the 1950s.

Independent politicians have held considerable sway in the Canadian House of Commons[image: External link] in recent years as Canada has been governed by successive minority governments[image: External link] with independent Members of Parliament[image: External link] (MPs) sometimes sharing in the balance of power[image: External link].

In the 2004 federal election[image: External link], Chuck Cadman[image: External link] was elected to federal parliament as an independent MP representing the British Columbia[image: External link] riding[image: External link] of Surrey North[image: External link]. Cadman had previously represented that riding on behalf of the Reform Party of Canada[image: External link] and Canadian Alliance[image: External link], but after the Canadian Alliance merged with the Progressive Conservative Party of Canada[image: External link] to form the new Conservative Party of Canada[image: External link] in 2003, Cadman lost the nomination to represent the Conservative Party in that riding to Jasbir Singh Cheema[image: External link]. Cadman then stood in the subsequent election as an independent and defeated Cheema, as well as the candidates of other Canadian parties, by a significant margin.

In the spring of 2005, Cadman cast the tying vote in favour of a budget supported by the Liberal Party[image: External link] government of Paul Martin[image: External link] as well as the New Democratic Party[image: External link] (NDP), but opposed by the opposition Conservatives and Bloc Québécois[image: External link]. Two other independents also voted on that budget. Carolyn Parrish[image: External link], independent MP for Mississauga—Erindale[image: External link], had recently been kicked out of the Liberal Party for criticizing US president George W Bush, but nonetheless sided with the Liberals on the budget vote. David Kilgour[image: External link] independent MP for Edmonton—Mill Woods—Beaumont[image: External link], had previously quit the Liberal caucus and voted with the opposition parties against the budget. The tie vote required the Speaker of the House[image: External link] Peter Milliken[image: External link] to cast the deciding vote, and he did so in favor of the budget, allowing the government to survive.

Cadman was terminally ill with cancer[image: External link] at the time he cast his crucial vote, and he died later in 2005. In the 2006 federal election[image: External link], his riding was won by NDP candidate Penny Priddy[image: External link]. Neither Parrish nor Kilgour (nor Pat O'Brien[image: External link], MP for London—Fanshawe[image: External link], who quit the Liberal Party to sit as an independent after the 2005 budget vote) stood for re-election in 2006.

Another independent candidate, André Arthur[image: External link], was elected in the Quebec[image: External link] riding of Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier[image: External link] in 2006, and was the only independent to win a seat in that election. He was re-elected in the October 14, 2008 federal election[image: External link]. Former Progressive Conservative[image: External link] and Conservative[image: External link] MP Bill Casey[image: External link], who was expelled from the Conservative Party for voting against the 2007 Federal Budget, also ran as an independent in the 2008 election, easily retaining his seat.

Candidates in federal elections who are not affiliated with a party have two options: independent or no affiliation. In the former case, they appear on the ballot with "Independent" following their name; in the second case, they appear with their name only. The two options are otherwise equivalent.

The territorial legislatures of the Northwest Territories[image: External link] and Nunavut[image: External link] are consensus governments[image: External link] with no political parties, so that all members sit as independents. There are a few independent members of the other subnational legislatures, which are similar in principle to the federal House of Commons; for example, in the 2009 election[image: External link] in British Columbia[image: External link], independent candidate Vicki Huntington[image: External link] narrowly defeated incumbent Attorney General[image: External link] Wally Oppal[image: External link] as MLA for Delta South[image: External link].

True independents should not be confused with members of parties without official party status[image: External link] in a legislature. Most legislatures provide that a party must hold a certain number of seats to enjoy certain advantages in staffing, budget, ability to ask questions in Question Period[image: External link], and the like. Although members whose parties do not hold this status may have no more privileges than independent members, they remain representatives of political parties.

Also, members who are expelled from or choose to leave their party caucus may sit as "Independent" with some designation, e.g., "Independent Liberal" or "Independent Conservative", to indicate their affiliation to that party even if it is not officially recognized.

Election as an independent is far more common at the municipal level. Many municipalities have no tradition of political parties.
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 Taiwan




After the last local election[image: External link] in Taiwan[image: External link] on 29 November 2014, there are three independent local heads, which are:


	
Chen Fu-hai[image: External link], Magistrate[image: External link] of Kinmen County[image: External link]


	
Fu Kun-chi[image: External link], Magistrate[image: External link] of Hualien County[image: External link]


	
Ko Wen-je[image: External link], Mayor[image: External link] of Taipei City[image: External link]
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 Croatia




After an inconclusive election in 2015[image: External link] Tihomir Orešković[image: External link] was named the first non-partisan Prime Minister of Croatia[image: External link].
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In France, independent politicians are frequently categorised as sans étiquette ("without label") in municipal or district elections. However, it is rare to have independent politicians at national level, e.g. José Bové[image: External link] in the 2007 presidential election. Emmanuel Macron[image: External link] was an independent politician as Minister, but formed his own party to stand in the 2017 presidential election.

In 1920, Alexandre Millerand[image: External link] was elected president of the Republic[image: External link] under the banner "without label".

From 2001 to 2008 "without label" was no longer used in the nomenclature of the Ministry of the Interior[image: External link]. Candidates and lists presenting themselves as "without label" are classified in DVG (various left), DVD (various right), DVC (various center) or AUT (other) according to their political sensitivity. Therefore, from 2008 onwards, the DIV (miscellaneous) or the LDIV code for the "miscellaneous" list has been created to group unclassifiable or categorical interests and, by default, mayors without a declared label claiming No political sensitivity, be it left, center or right. The AUT (other) grade replaces the DIV grade without changing its definition.[11]
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Joachim Gauck[image: External link], President of Germany[image: External link] from March 2012 to March 2017 and the first Federal President without party affiliation, was to date the most prominent Independent politician. In the German presidential election of 2010[image: External link] he was the candidate of the Social Democrats[image: External link] and Greens[image: External link], in 2012[image: External link] the candidate of all major parties except The Left[image: External link]. His presidency—though his powers are limited—constitutes an exception, as Independent politicians have rarely held high office in German history, at least not since World War II[image: External link]. It has nevertheless happened that a presidential candidate without any chances of election by the Federal Convention[image: External link] was not a party member: for example, when in 1984 the Greens came up with the writer Luise Rinser[image: External link].

In the Bundestag[image: External link] parliament nearly all deputies belong to a political party. The voting system of personalized proportional representation[image: External link] (since 1949) allows any individual holding the passive right to vote[image: External link] to stand for a direct mandate[image: External link] in the electoral districts[image: External link]—half of the seats in parliament are distributed by districts according to a plurality voting system[image: External link]. Such a candidate has to present 200 signatures in favor of his candidacy, the same as a candidate of a party that had no parliamentary presentation previously. The first Bundestag election in 1949[image: External link] saw three independents elected; since then, no party-independent candidate has won a seat.[12] At state[image: External link] level, the situation is more or less the same: only party members have a real chance to be elected to a Landtag[image: External link] legislature, and state ministers without party membership are just as rare as at the federal level. However, in local elections[image: External link] it may occur that an independent politician is elected deputy to districts[image: External link]', cities' and municipalities' assemblies, as well as member of a city council[image: External link] or even mayor[image: External link], especially in Northern Germany[image: External link]. In recent years, independents have formed Free Voters[image: External link] associations to enter Landtag parliaments, so far only successful in Bavaria[image: External link].

An independent MP[image: External link], who also is not a member of a voters' association, holds the status of a non-inscrit[image: External link] ( German[image: External link]: fraktionsloser Abgeordneter) not affiliated to any parliamentary group[image: External link]. A representative who leaves his party (and his parliamentary group) and does not join another becomes an independent and non-inscrit. In 1989 the Bundestag MP Thomas Wüppesahl[image: External link], who had left the Green Party in 1987 and was excluded from the Green parliamentary group the next year, obtained more rights as a non-inscrit, for example more talking time and representation in a subcommittee, when the Federal Constitutional Court[image: External link] decided partially in his favor.

After the German unification[image: External link] of 1871, the first Reich Chancellors[image: External link] (heads of government[image: External link]) de jure served as executive officers[image: External link] of the German Imperial states[image: External link] as non-partisans, usually recruited from the traditional bureaucratic, aristocratic and/or military elites. In the fierce political conflicts during the Weimar[image: External link] period after World War I[image: External link], several chancellors and Reich Ministers also had no party affiliation: these chancellors were Wilhelm Cuno[image: External link] (1922–1923), Hans Luther[image: External link] (1925–1926), the former Centre[image: External link] politician Franz von Papen[image: External link] (1932), and Kurt von Schleicher[image: External link] (1932–1933). The last two cabinets[image: External link] appointed by Reich President Paul von Hindenburg[image: External link], a non-partisan (though strongly Conservative[image: External link]) himself, were regarded as apolitical cabinets of experts with regard to the rise of the Nazi Party[image: External link]; many of the ministers were not party members.

Since World War II, only two ministers of (West) German cabinets have not been party members, though "on the ticket" of the major party in the coalition, the Social Democrats: Education Minister Hans Leussink[image: External link] (1969–1972), and Minister of Economy Werner Müller (1998–2002). Minister of Justice Klaus Kinkel[image: External link] only shortly after his appointment joined the Free Democrats[image: External link] in 1991. A special case is the former Federal Minister and Chancellor Ludwig Erhard[image: External link], whose affiliation with the Christian Democratic Union[image: External link] (CDU) has not been conclusively established: although he served as Minister of Economics from 1949 to 1963 and as Federal Chancellor from 1963 to 1966, and was even elected CDU party chairman[image: External link] in 1966, it seems that he never signed a membership form or paid contributions. Researches by Der Stern[image: External link] magazine have revealed a record at the CDU party archives created only in 1968, with the faked date of entry of early March 1949.[13]
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 Hong Kong




More than half of Hong Kong's Legislative Council[image: External link] is made up of independents, or members whose political groups are represented by one sole member in the legislature. They are common in functional constituencies[image: External link], and are not rare among geographical constituencies[image: External link].
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 Iceland




The President of Iceland[image: External link] (currently Guðni Th. Jóhannesson[image: External link]) is independent.
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 India




Independent candidate contest elections on the basis of their personal appeal or to promote an ideology different from any party. Some are also run as independent candidates after being sidelined by political rivals within their own party, or to ensure that a rival candidate is not elected. While some are genuine candidates, others have been criticised as dummy candidates put forward by political parties to get around the spending ceiling imposed by the Election Commission[image: External link], or to confuse voters by using party names similar to those of another candidate.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Ireland




After the Irish general election in 2016[image: External link], there were 19 independent TDs[image: External link] (Members of Parliament) in the Dáil[image: External link] (the lower house of the Irish parliament), representing 12% of the total. 4 TDs also sit for a registered party called Independents4Change[image: External link]. A grouping of independents, the Independent Alliance[image: External link] has agreed to support the minority Government with a number of other individual independents similarly agreeing and receiving cabinet positions.

There are fourteen independent senators in the 25th[image: External link] Seanad[image: External link] (the upper house of the Irish parliament), representing 23% of the total. Three of these are elected by the graduates of the National University of Ireland[image: External link] and two from Dublin University[image: External link]. There are also five independent senators who were nominated by the Taoiseach[image: External link] and four elected by the technical panels.

Both of these are record highs for independents
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 Italy




The Prime Ministers Carlo Azeglio Ciampi[image: External link] (1993 - 1994), Lamberto Dini[image: External link] (1995 - 1996), Giuliano Amato[image: External link] (2000 - 2001), and Mario Monti[image: External link] (2011 - 2013) were independent when they were in office. Ciampi was also the President of the Italian Republic[image: External link] between 1999 and 2006.
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 Kosovo




In Kosovo[image: External link],[a] Atifete Jahjaga[image: External link] was elected the first female and Independent President[image: External link] of Kosovo. She was also the first female and independent elected leader in the whole of the Balkans[image: External link].
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 Malaysia




Independents have rarely been elected to the Dewan Rakyat[image: External link] and state legislative assemblies. In Malaysian elections, many independent candidates lose their election deposit because they had failed to secure at least 12.5% or one-eighth of the total votes cast. Independent Senators[image: External link] are quite rare.

As of 2017, one independent politician sits in the Dewan Rakyat[image: External link], Abdul Khalid Ibrahim[image: External link] from Bandar Tun Razak[image: External link], the constituency with the highest registered voters in Kuala Lumpur[image: External link] (former PKR[image: External link] candidate).
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 Mexico




Jaime Heliodoro Rodríguez Calderón[image: External link] (born in 1957), sometimes referred to by his nickname "El Bronco", is a Mexican[image: External link] politician who is the current governor for the northern state of Nuevo León[image: External link] and holds no political party affiliation. As of June 7, 2015 elected Governor for Nuevo León, making history as the first independent candidate to win in the country.
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 New Zealand




Originally, there were no recognised parties in the New Zealand parliament, although loose groupings did exist informally (initially between supporters of central government versus provincial governments, and later between liberals and conservatives). The foundation of formal political parties, starting at the end of the 19th century, considerably diminished the number of unaffiliated politicians, although a smaller number of independent candidates continued to be elected up until the 1940s. Since then, however, there have been relatively few independent politicians in Parliament. No independent candidate has won or held a seat in a general election since 1943[image: External link], although two independent candidates have been successful in by-elections[image: External link] (in all cases after having held the seats in question as partisan candidates up until that point). Other politicians have become independents in the course of a parliamentary term, but not been voted into office as such.

The last person to be directly elected to Parliament as an independent in New Zealand was Winston Peters[image: External link], who won the 1993 by-election[image: External link] in Tauranga[image: External link] electorate as an independent after having previously held it a member of the National Party[image: External link]. By the time of the next general election[image: External link], he had formed his own party (New Zealand First[image: External link]), and thus was no longer standing as an independent. Since that time, the only independents in Parliament have been people who quit or were expelled from their original party but retained their seats without going through a by-election. Some have gone on to found or co-found their own parties, with varying levels of success — examples include Peter Dunne[image: External link], Taito Phillip Field[image: External link], Gordon Copeland[image: External link], Tau Henare[image: External link], and Alamein Kopu[image: External link]. Others have joined parties which were then outside Parliament, such as Frank Grover[image: External link] and Tuariki Delamere[image: External link].

There were two independent MPs in the last Parliament[image: External link]; Chris Carter[image: External link] and Hone Harawira[image: External link]. Carter became an independent after his criticisms of the Labour Party[image: External link]'s leadership resulted in his being expelled from the Labour caucus, while Harawira resigned from the Māori Party[image: External link] and, after a short period as an independent, also resigned as an MP in order to force the 2011 by-election[image: External link] when he was re-elected as representative of his new political party, Mana[image: External link] and retained the seat in the 2011 General Election. There are also two parties other which have only a single MP United Future[image: External link] with Peter Dunne[image: External link] and ACT[image: External link] with David Seymour[image: External link]. Neither Dunne nor Seymour are classed as independents — Dunne's presence in Parliament is due to personal votes in his home electorate, and Seymour's presence is as the sole elected MP of ACT because of a collapse in their support in the 2011 election[image: External link]. In the 50th New Zealand Parliament[image: External link] there was one independent MP: Brendan Horan[image: External link], a former New Zealand First MP who was expelled from his party because of allegations of misappropriation of family assets.

Peter Dunne effectively became an Independent MP for a short period after his United Future political party was deregistered on 25 June 2013 by the Electoral Commission, as the party no longer had the required minimum of 500 members. The party was subsequently re-registered.
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 Niue




In Niue[image: External link], there have been no political parties since 2003, when the Niue People's Party[image: External link] disbanded, and all politicians are de facto independents. The government depends on an informal coalition.
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 Pakistan




Pakistan[image: External link] is a Democratic country and also has Independent politician standing in elections. Pakistan's Parliament has General Elections, 2008[image: External link] Elected 30 Members. In Election 2011 has won the 4 candidates in National Assembly.In General Election 2013, 9 seats won by independents.
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 Poland




The Polish[image: External link] Sejm[image: External link] is elected by party-list ordination, which does not allow lone candidates to run, although since 2001 there has been a possibility to create non-partisan Voters' Electoral Committee (pol. KWW, komitet wyborczy wyborców); they are by almost any means party lists, but no officially registered party is behind them. They can be unregistered parties, e.g. Kukiz'15[image: External link], or non-partisan movements, although the latter never reached the 5% threshold. National minorities candidates also form Voters' Electoral Committees (like German Minority Electoral Committee[image: External link], represented in Sejm since 1991), but they do not have to reach the nationwide threshold. However, during a Sejm term many members switch parties or become independents.

Tickets like Civic Platform[image: External link] during the 2001 election[image: External link] were formally non-partisan, Civic Platform was widely viewed as a de facto political party, as it is now.

The situation in the Senate[image: External link] is different, as the voting system allows independents to run as single candidates and some are elected in their own right. In the last parliamentary election ( 2015[image: External link]) four independents won seats in the Senate.

Three Presidents[image: External link] since 1990 have technically been independents. Lech Wałęsa[image: External link] was not an endorsed candidate of any party, but the chairman of the Solidarity[image: External link] and he was elected without full support of this union (Solidarity votes split between him and Prime Minister[image: External link] Tadeusz Mazowiecki[image: External link]). Aleksander Kwaśniewski[image: External link] was a leader of the Social Democracy of the Republic of Poland[image: External link], but formally resigned from the party after he was elected, as did Lech Kaczyński[image: External link], who was the first leader of Law and Justice[image: External link], Bronisław Komorowski[image: External link] ( PO[image: External link]) and Andrzej Duda[image: External link] ( PiS[image: External link]). The resignation is required because the Constitution says that the president shall hold no other offices nor discharge any public functions.[14] The aforementioned presidents often participated in their party's campaigns (e.g. Andrzej Duda in the Law and Justice campaign three months after his resignation from the party).
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 Philippines




Noli de Castro[image: External link], the Philippines' former vice president[image: External link], ran as senator[image: External link] in 2001 with no political party affiliation. He was a guest candidate of the opposition Pwersa ng Masa coalition[image: External link] but he never joined their campaign rallies. He won in the senate race with the highest votes (then) in Philippine history. In 2004, he ran as vice president[image: External link] as a guest candidate of the administration K-4 coalition[image: External link] and won with just under majority of the vote.

Starting in 2001, several senators[image: External link] had also resigned from their respective parties to become independents; at the start of the 15th Congress[image: External link], there were more independent senators than any other single political party. However, in contesting elections, all elected independents had been members of either the administration or the opposition coalition, until in the 2007 Senate election[image: External link] when Gregorio Honasan[image: External link] (a former senator) was elected as an independent while not a being member of any coalition. Honasan was earlier elected in 1995[image: External link] as an independent candidate and being adopted by the Nationalist People's Coalition[image: External link]-led coalition to become the first elected independent senator since Magnolia Antonino[image: External link] in 1967[image: External link], although Antonino was a guest candidate of the Liberal Party[image: External link] then.

In the local level, former priest Eddie Panlilio[image: External link] was elected as governor of Pampanga[image: External link] in 2007, defeating two administration candidates. When Panlilio eventually transferred to the Liberal Party in time for the 2010 election, it was ruled that he was beaten in the 2007 election; in 2010, he was defeated.

In the 2010 House of Representatives elections[image: External link], seven independents were elected, although all but two joined a political party after the elections.

In contesting elections, independent candidates are required by law to spend less than candidates nominated by a party.
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 Russia




All of Russia's Presidents[image: External link] have been independents. Former president Dmitry Medvedev[image: External link] declined an offer to join United Russia[image: External link], saying that he believes the President should be an independent so that he serves the interests of the country rather than his political party.

Vladimir Putin, the current president of Russia, is the head of the United Russia[image: External link] party, but is not its member, thus formally is independent.
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 United Kingdom




The Registration of Political Parties Act 1998[image: External link] laid down the first specific rules in the United Kingdom relating to the use of the term 'independent' by election candidates. That Act was repealed with most of its contents covered by Part II of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000[image: External link]. Candidates standing for United Kingdom local elections and United Kingdom parliamentary elections, including the devolved assemblies, can use the name of a registered political party, or the term 'Independent' (or its Welsh language equivalent annibynol) or no ballot paper description at all[15][16] (this latter choice was used, for example, by David Icke at the Haltemprice and Howden by-election, 2008[image: External link]).

Some groups in the United Kingdom who are not affiliated to any national or regional party have registered locality-based political parties. Some English examples are the Independent Kidderminster Hospital and Health Concern[image: External link], the Epsom and Ewell Residents Association[image: External link], the Devizes Guardians[image: External link], the Derwentside Independents[image: External link], and the East Yorkshire Independents.[17]
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 House of Commons




See also: List of UK minor party and independent MPs elected[image: External link]


Before the twentieth century it was fairly common for independents to be elected to the House of Commons of the United Kingdom[image: External link], but there have been very few since 1945. When the journalist Martin Bell[image: External link] was elected at Tatton[image: External link] in 1997, having stood on an anti-corruption platform, he was the first independent elected to the Commons since 1951.[18] He stood unsuccessfully in a different constituency in 2001, but Dr Richard Taylor[image: External link] of the Independent Kidderminster Hospital and Health Concern[image: External link] party was elected for the constituency of Wyre Forest[image: External link].

Two independent (or local party) members of parliament were elected in the 2005 election[image: External link], although both were defeated five years later: Peter Law[image: External link] was elected at Blaenau Gwent[image: External link], and died on 25 April 2006; the resulting by-election[image: External link] elected Dai Davies[image: External link] of the local party Blaenau Gwent People's Voice[image: External link]. The by-election was unusual as it was the first time in over eighty years that an independent had held a seat previously occupied by another independent. In 2005 Richard Taylor was re-elected for Wyre Forest. This was notable for the fact that he was the only independent in recent times to have been elected for a second term.

Only one independent was elected to the Commons in the 2010[image: External link] and 2015 elections[image: External link], Sylvia Hermon[image: External link], the Member for North Down[image: External link], a Unionist[image: External link] who left the Ulster Unionist Party[image: External link] because of its links with the Conservatives.

There have also been several instances of politicians being elected to the Commons as representatives of a political party, then resigning the party's whip, or having it withdrawn. Examples in this in the 2010-2015 parliament included Mike Hancock[image: External link] (formerly a Liberal Democrat), Eric Joyce[image: External link] (formerly Labour) and Nadine Dorries[image: External link], a Conservative who had the whip withdrawn for part of the parliament and thus sat as an independent during that time.

Independent candidates often stand in British parliamentary elections, often with platforms about specific local issues, but usually without success. An example from the 2001 general election[image: External link] was Aston Villa[image: External link] supporter Ian Robinson, who stood as an independent in the Sutton Coldfield constituency[image: External link] in protest at the way chairman Doug Ellis[image: External link] ran the football club. Another example an independent candidate, in the Salisbury constituency[image: External link], is Arthur Uther Pendragon[image: External link], a local activist and self-declared reincarnation of King Arthur[image: External link].

Other independent candidates are associated with a political party and may be former members of it, but cannot stand under its label. For instance, after being expelled from the Labour Party[image: External link] but before the Respect Coalition[image: External link] was founded, British Member of Parliament[image: External link] (MP) George Galloway[image: External link] described himself as "Independent Labour".

On 23 March 2005 the Independent Network[image: External link] was set up to support independent candidates in the General Election.[19] The Independent Network still supports Independent candidates in local, regional, national and European elections. It has an organic[clarification needed[image: External link]] set of principles which are known as the Bell Principles and are very closely related to Lord Nolan's Standards of Public Life[image: External link]. The Independent Network does not impose any ideology[image: External link] or political influence on their candidates.

In March 2009, the multi-millionaire Sir Paul Judge[image: External link] established the Jury Team[image: External link], an umbrella organisation dedicated to increasing the number of independent candidates standing in Britain, in both national and European elections.[20]
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 House of Lords




Main articles: Crossbencher[image: External link], Non-affiliated members of the House of Lords[image: External link], and Lords Spiritual[image: External link]


The House of Lords[image: External link] includes a large number of peers independent from political parties. Some are simply not affiliated[image: External link] with any grouping, whilst another, larger, grouping is given the official designation of crossbenchers[image: External link]. Additionally the Lords Spiritual[image: External link] (bishops of the Church of England[image: External link]) do not have party affiliations.
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 Scottish Parliament, Welsh Assembly, Northern Irish Assembly




In the 2003 Scottish Parliamentary elections[image: External link], three MSPs[image: External link] were elected as Independents: Dennis Canavan[image: External link] (Falkirk West[image: External link]), Dr Jean Turner[image: External link] (Strathkelvin and Bearsden[image: External link]) and Margo MacDonald[image: External link] ( Lothians[image: External link]). In 2004 Campbell Martin[image: External link] (West of Scotland region[image: External link]) left the Scottish National Party[image: External link] to become an independent and in 2005 Brian Monteith[image: External link] (Mid Scotland and Fife[image: External link]) left the Conservative Party to become an independent. At the 2007 Scottish Parliamentary elections[image: External link] Margo MacDonald was again returned as an independent MSP and was elected as an independent for the third time four years later[image: External link]. She died in 2014 while still serving as member of the Parliament. As she was elected as an independent regional MSP, there could be no by-election and her seat remained vacant until the 2016 election[image: External link].[21]

Peter Law[image: External link] was expelled from the Labour Party[image: External link] after standing against an official Labour candidate in Blaenau Gwent[image: External link] at the 2005 UK general election and became an independent in the National Assembly and UK Parliament. In 2006 Peter Law died from a brain tumour[image: External link] and his wife, Trish Law[image: External link] campaigned and took the seat as an independent candidate at the sequent by-election and held onto the seat again in the 2007 Welsh Assembly elections[image: External link].

In 2016, Nathan Gill[image: External link] as the then leader of UKIP Wales defected from the group to sit as an independent after a falling out with Neil Hamiliton who was elected UKIP Assembly group leader. Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas[image: External link] left the Plaid Cymru[image: External link] group later in 2016 after multiple fallings out with Plaid Cymru leader Leanne Wood[image: External link]. Dafydd Elis-Thomas said his reason for leaving Plaid Cymru was that it not serious about working with the Welsh Labour[image: External link] Government.
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 Local elections




The introduction of directly elected mayors[image: External link] in several parts of England has witnessed the election of independents to run councils in Stoke-on-Trent[image: External link], Middlesbrough[image: External link], Bedford[image: External link], Hartlepool[image: External link] and Mansfield[image: External link]. The first Mayor of London[image: External link], Ken Livingstone[image: External link], was first elected[image: External link] as an independent, having run against the official Labour candidate Frank Dobson[image: External link]. He was subsequently re-admitted to the Labour Party[image: External link] in December 2003 before his first re-election campaign.

Independent candidates frequently stand and are elected to local councils. There is a special Independent group of the Local Government Association[image: External link] to cater for them. A number of local authorities have been entirely or almost entirely composed of independent members, such as the City of London Corporation[image: External link], the Isles of Scilly Council[image: External link], and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar[image: External link] (Western Isles Council) in the Outer Hebrides.

Roughly a quarter of the police and crime commissioners[image: External link] elected in England and Wales in the 2012 election[image: External link] were independents.[22]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 United States




See also: Third party officeholders in the United States[image: External link]
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 President




George Washington was the only president elected as an independent, as he was not formally affiliated with any party during his term in office.

John Tyler was expelled from the Whig Party[image: External link] in September 1841, and remained effectively an independent for the remainder of his presidency, later returning to the Democrats[image: External link]. He briefly sought re-election in 1844 as a National Democrat, but withdrew over fear he would split the Democratic vote.

Since 1900, notable candidates running as independents for U.S. president have included Republican Congressman John Anderson[image: External link] in 1980[image: External link], Ross Perot in 1992[image: External link], and former Green Party[image: External link] candidate Ralph Nader in the 2004[image: External link] and 2008[image: External link] elections

In 2008, Nader formed Independent Parties in New Mexico[image: External link], Delaware[image: External link], and elsewhere to gain ballot access in several states. This strategy has been pursued by several other candidates for Federal races, including Joe Lieberman (Connecticut for Lieberman[image: External link]).
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 Governor




Illinois[image: External link], Maine[image: External link], Oregon[image: External link], Rhode Island[image: External link], Texas[image: External link], Alaska[image: External link] and Minnesota[image: External link] have elected formally independent candidates as governor: Illinois's first two governors, Shadrach Bond[image: External link] and Edward Coles[image: External link]; James B. Longley[image: External link] in 1974 as well as Angus King[image: External link] in 1994 and 1998 from Maine; Lincoln Chafee in 2010 from Rhode Island; Julius Meier[image: External link] in 1930 from Oregon; Sam Houston[image: External link] in 1859 from Texas; and Bill Walker[image: External link] in 2014 from Alaska. Lowell P. Weicker, Jr.[image: External link] is sometimes mentioned as an independent governor, though this is not technically correct; he ran as A Connecticut Party[image: External link] candidate (which gave him better ballot placement than an unaffiliated candidate would receive), defeating the Democratic and Republican party nominees. Another former governor who is sometimes mentioned as an independent is Jesse Ventura, who actually ran as a member of the Reform Party's[image: External link] Minnesota affiliate, which later disaffiliated from the party and reverted to their original name the Independence Party of Minnesota[image: External link].

In 1971, State Senator Henry Howell[image: External link] of Virginia[image: External link], a former Democrat, was elected lieutenant governor[image: External link] as an independent. Two years later, he campaigned for governor[image: External link] as an independent, but lost by 15,000 votes.

There were several unsuccessful independent gubernatorial candidates in 2006 who impacted their electoral races. In Maine[image: External link], state legislator Barbara Merrill[image: External link] (formerly a Democrat) received 21% of the vote. In Texas[image: External link], country music[image: External link] singer and mystery novelist[image: External link] Kinky Friedman[image: External link] received 12.43% of the vote, and State Comptroller[image: External link] Carole Keeton Strayhorn[image: External link] received 18.13%. Strayhorn and Friedman's presence in the race resulted in a splitting of the ballot four ways between themselves and the two major parties.

In 2010, Florida[image: External link] governor Charlie Crist[image: External link] left the Republican party and became Independent (he later became a Democrat[23]) rather than face former state house[image: External link] Speaker[image: External link] Marco Rubio in the Republican primary (Rubio won, though Crist came in ahead of Democratic nominee Kendrick Meek[image: External link]).

In 2014, former Honolulu[image: External link] mayor Mufi Hannemann[image: External link] ran as an independent candidate for the governorship[image: External link] of the State of Hawaii[image: External link] after previously campaigning in the state's Democratic primary. As a result, Democratic candidate David Ige[image: External link] was elected as governor with a plurality of 49%.[24]
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 Congress - House of Representatives and Senate




There have been several independents elected to the United States Senate throughout history. Notable examples include David Davis[image: External link] of Illinois[image: External link] (a former Republican[image: External link]) in the 19th century, and Harry F. Byrd, Jr.[image: External link] of Virginia[image: External link] (who had been elected to his first term as a Democrat) in the 20th century. Some officials have been elected as members of a party but became independent while in office (without being elected as such), such as Wayne Morse[image: External link] of Oregon[image: External link]. Nebraska[image: External link] senator George W. Norris[image: External link] was elected for four terms as a Republican[image: External link] before changing to an independent after the Republicans lost their majority in Congress in 1930. Norris won re-election as an independent in 1936, but later lost his final re-election attempt to Republican Kenneth S. Wherry[image: External link] in 1942. Vermont[image: External link] senator Jim Jeffords[image: External link] left the Republican Party[image: External link] to become an independent in 2001. Jeffords's change of party status[image: External link] was especially significant because it shifted the Senate composition from 50-50 between the Republicans and Democrats[image: External link] (with a Republican Vice President[image: External link], Dick Cheney, who would presumably break all ties in favor of the Republicans), to 49 Republicans, 50 Democrats, and one Independent. Jeffords agreed to vote for Democratic control of the Senate in exchange for being appointed chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee[image: External link], and the Democrats held control of the Senate until the Congressional elections in 2002[image: External link], when the Republicans regained their majority. Jeffords retired at the end of his term in 2007. Wayne Morse after two years as an independent became a Democrat.

Senator Bernie Sanders is the longest serving independent member of Congress in American history.[25] He was an independent member of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link] for Vermont-at-large[image: External link] from 1991 to 2007. Sanders later won the open Senate seat of Jim Jeffords[image: External link] as an independent. Joe Lieberman is a former Democrat[image: External link] who, like Lowell P. Weicker, Jr., ran under a third party (Connecticut for Lieberman Party[image: External link]) in the 2006 election[image: External link]. Though both representatives are technically independent politicians, they caucus with the Democrats. In 2006, Sanders and Lieberman were the only two victorious independent candidates for Congress. In 2012 Angus King[image: External link] was elected to the US Senate as an Independent from Maine. As of 2016, he has caucused with the Democrats.

The United States House of Representatives[image: External link] has also seen a handful of independent members[image: External link]. Examples include Bernie Sanders of Vermont[image: External link], Virgil Goode[image: External link] of Virginia[image: External link], Frazier Reams[image: External link] of Ohio, and Victor Berger[image: External link] of Wisconsin.
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 State and local offices




In August 2008, there were 12 independents who held offices in state legislatures. There were four state senators, one from Kentucky[image: External link], one from Oregon[image: External link], one from Tennessee[image: External link], and one from New Mexico[image: External link]. The representatives came from the states of Louisiana[image: External link] (two), Maine[image: External link] (two), Vermont[image: External link] (two), and Virginia[image: External link] (two). In the 2008 general elections, Wisconsin State Assemblyman Jeffrey Wood left the Republican Party and won reelection as an independent. After the 2008 primary election, New Mexico State Senator Joseph Carraro[image: External link] left the Republican Party and registered as an Independent. He did not run for reelection.

In November 2005 Manny Diaz[image: External link] was elected Mayor of Miami, Florida[image: External link] as an independent.[26] On June 19, 2007, New York Mayor[image: External link] Michael Bloomberg[image: External link] switched his party affiliation from Republican to independent. Oscar Goodman[image: External link], Mayor of Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link] switched his affiliation to Independent from Democrat in December 2009.[27]Dan Hollingsworth[image: External link] has won four consecutive elections as an Independent since 1998 for mayor of the small city of Ruston[image: External link], Louisiana[image: External link], the home of Louisiana Tech University[image: External link].

The Nebraska Legislature[image: External link] is unique in that it is the only nonpartisan state legislature. In the Legislature (which is additionally unique in that it is also the only state legislature that is unicameral[image: External link]), there are no formal party alignments or groups and the members are nominated in nonpartisan primary elections. Members are allowed to register with political parties but choose not to reveal their affiliation while seated, as a professional courtesy. However, the political affiliation of party-affiliated members are considered open secrets[image: External link] and the parties exist in the legislature on an unofficial basis. Some members, such as Ernie Chambers[image: External link] of Omaha[image: External link], are independent of party officially, while others have not publicly disclosed their affiliation.
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Notes:



	a.
	
^ Kosovo[image: External link] is the subject of a territorial dispute between the Republic of Kosovo[image: External link] and the Republic of Serbia[image: External link]. The Republic of Kosovo unilaterally declared independence[image: External link] on 17 February 2008, but Serbia continues to claim[image: External link] it as part of its own sovereign territory[image: External link]. The two governments began to normalise relations[image: External link] in 2013, as part of the Brussels Agreement[image: External link]. Kosovo has received formal recognition as an independent state from 111[image: External link] out of 193 United Nations[image: External link] member states[image: External link].
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Ivana Trump






Not to be confused with her daughter, Ivanka Trump.

Ivana Marie Trump ( née[image: External link] Zelníčková, Czech pronunciation: [ˈɪvana ˈmarɪjɛ ˈzɛlɲiːt͡ʃkovaː][image: External link]; February 20, 1949) is a Czech-American businesswoman and former fashion model. She was the first wife of Donald Trump from 1977 until 1991.
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Ivana Zelníčková was born in the Moravian[image: External link] town of Zlín[image: External link] (formerly known as Gottwaldov), Czechoslovakia[image: External link], the daughter of Miloš Zelníček, who was Czech[image: External link], and Marie Francová. From a very young age, her father nurtured and encouraged her skiing talent. In the early 1970s, she attended Charles University in Prague[image: External link].[1]

According to Zelníčková, she was selected as an alternate on the Czechoslovak ski team during the 1972 Winter Olympics[image: External link], her specialties being the downhill[image: External link] and slalom[image: External link].[2] However, in 1989, Petr Pomezný, Secretary General of the Czechoslovak Olympic Committee[image: External link], said, "Who is this Ivana woman, and why do people keep calling us about her? We have searched so many times and have consulted many, many people, and there is no such girl in our records."[3]
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 Personal life




In 1971, Zelníčková married Austrian real estate agent Alfred Winklmayr. They divorced in 1973.[4] She left Czechoslovakia for Canada to be with a childhood friend, George Syrovatka, who owned a ski boutique there. For the following two years, she lived in Montreal, improved her English by taking night courses at McGill University[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]], and worked as a model for some of Canada's top fur companies. Zelníčková then left Syrovatka and moved to New York to promote the Montreal Olympics[image: External link].

In New York, Zelníčková met Donald Trump, son of real estate developer Fred Trump. On April 7, 1977, they married in a lavish wedding officiated by Norman Vincent Peale.[5] Donald and Ivana Trump became leading figures in New York society during the 1980s. They worked on several large projects, including the renovation of the Grand Hyatt Hotel in New York City, construction of the Trump Taj Mahal Casino Resort[image: External link] in Atlantic City, New Jersey and the Trump Tower[image: External link] on Fifth Avenue[image: External link] in Manhattan.[6][7] They had three children: Donald John Jr. (born December 31, 1977), Ivanka Marie (born October 30, 1981), and Eric Fredrick (born January 6, 1984). Donald Jr. learned to speak fluent Czech (with help of his maternal grandfather), while daughter Ivanka has only basic understanding of her mother's native tongue and Eric was not exposed to the language because at the time of his birth his grandparents were already comfortable enough in using English.[8][9] Ivana has eight grandchildren.[10]

Ivana took a major role in The Trump Organization. She became the Vice President of Interior Design for the company, leading the signature design of Trump Tower. Afterwards, her then-husband appointed her to head up the Trump Castle Hotel and Casino as president. She became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 1988.[11]

In the late 1980s, she left Atlantic City to devote more time to her family. Her husband asked her to oversee the restoration of the landmark Plaza Hotel, and she took over as its president. She was named Hotelier of the Year in 1990. Toward the end of that year, rumors began to circulate that Donald Trump was having an affair with a former beauty queen from Georgia, Marla Maples. While the family was on vacation in Aspen, Colorado[image: External link], that Christmas, Ivana Trump encountered Maples on the ski slopes.[12] In 1991, she retained entertainment attorney Neil Papiano[image: External link] and filed for divorce, seeking a greater amount of the family fortune than had been set out in her prenuptial agreement[image: External link]. Her husband fought back in court, protesting her claims that she had contributed to the Trump Organization.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The divorce proceedings led to extensive pieces in the gossip columns. In October 1990, Ivana Trump's 63-year-old father died suddenly from a heart attack[image: External link]. The Trumps stood side-by-side at the funeral.[13] Their divorce was settled in 1991.[14] The settlement remains sealed by the courts. Three years after her divorce from Donald, Ivana married Riccardo Mazzucchelli.[15] The marriage was dissolved before two years had elapsed,[citation needed[image: External link]] and she filed a $15 million breach of contract suit against Mazzucchelli for violating the confidentiality clause in their prenuptial agreement.[16] The suit was settled out of court.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1997, Mazzucchelli sued Ivana and Donald for libel.[17] In the Summer of 1997 Ivana started dating Roffredo Gaetani, until his death in 2005.[18]

In April 2008, Ivana, then 59, married Rossano Rubicondi, then 36.[19] The $3 million wedding for 400 guests was hosted by ex-husband Donald Trump at his Mar-a-Lago estate. Daughter Ivanka Trump was her maid of honor.[20] On December 1, 2008, Ivana confirmed to the Associated Press that she had filed a legal separation agreement three months previously; she has stated in interviews that she and her husband have an on-again/off-again relationship[image: External link].
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Soon after her divorce from Donald Trump, Ivana Trump signed on with the William Morris Agency[image: External link] and developed lines of clothing, fashion jewelry and beauty products that have been sold through television shopping channels.[citation needed[image: External link]] In June 1995, Trump began writing an advice column for Globe[image: External link], titled Ask Ivana.[21] In 1998, she bought 33% of Croatia's second-largest daily newspaper[22] - with a circulation of 100,000 - she used to travel with her parents from the Czech Republic to Croatia on vacation. Also due to her investments in Croatia, and, as a sports enthusiast and supporter of Croatian tourism, she attended the first ever Beach Polo Tournament[23][unreliable source?[image: External link]] in Croatia, Rovinj, May 2016.[24]

In February 1999, Trump launched her own lifestyle magazine titled Ivana's Living in Style.[25] Ivana Trump has written several books including the novels For Love Alone, Lucy Wilkins and Free to Love as well as a self-help book called The Best is Yet to Come: Coping with Divorce and Enjoying Life Again. In 2001, Ivana contributed an advice column for Divorce magazine.[26] She played a cameo[image: External link] role in the Hollywood[image: External link] film The First Wives Club[image: External link] (1996) with the line, "Ladies you have to be strong and independent. And remember: don't get mad, get everything."[27]

In 2005, Trump was involved in several proposed condominium projects that ultimately failed, including the never-built Ivana Las Vegas[image: External link], and the Bentley Bay in Miami, Florida.[28][29] She was the host of Oxygen Network[image: External link]'s reality-dating series Ivana Young Man in 2006.[citation needed[image: External link]] In January 2010, Trump ended her advice column in Globe to pursue other business interests.[30] Later that year, she sued a Finnish fashion company[image: External link], accusing it of selling women's clothing that incorporates her name without permission.[31] In the same year, Trump took part in the UK's Celebrity Big Brother[image: External link], finishing seventh.[32]
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Marla Maples






Marla Ann Maples (born October 27, 1963) is an American actress and television personality[image: External link]. She is known for her six-year marriage to Donald Trump.[2]
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 Personal life




Maples was born in Dalton, Georgia[image: External link],[town verification needed[image: External link]] the daughter of Laura Ann Locklear (1940–2014), a homemaker and model, and Stanley Edward Maples, a real estate developer.[3][4] Maples attended Northwest Whitfield High School[image: External link] in Tunnel Hill, Georgia[image: External link], where she was 1981 Homecoming queen[image: External link]; she was invited to return for the 1991 homecoming to crown the school's new queen.[5][6]

Maples is best known for her marriage to Donald Trump, a prominent businessman and, later, President of the United States[image: External link]. She met Trump in 1989 and had a highly publicized relationship,[7] with at least one breakup.[8] The press coverage – Trump appeared on the front page of the New York Post eight days in a row[9][10] – amazed Trump, and it distinguished Maples from the many other women rumored to be dating him.[11] The couple had a daughter, Tiffany Ariana Trump, born on October 13, 1993.[12]

The 1993 Long Island Rail Road shooting[image: External link] caused Trump to reevaluate his life and propose to Maples.[13] The couple married in December 1993 at New York City's Plaza Hotel in a ceremony reportedly attended by a thousand guests, including Rosie O'Donnell[image: External link] and O. J. Simpson[image: External link].[14] Trump and Maples separated in May 1997[15] and divorced June 8, 1999.[16]
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Maples appeared in Executive Decision[image: External link] and a role in the Todd Solondz[image: External link] movie Happiness[image: External link], and appeared in the movie Black and White[image: External link]. Other films include A Christmas Too Many, Loving Annabelle, Two of Hearts[image: External link], Richie Rich's Christmas Wish[image: External link], For Richer or Poorer[image: External link], A Sight for Sore Eyes, and Something Wilder.[17] Since then, she has had a part as an actress in Switching Lanes, directed by Thomas Mikal Ford[image: External link], which won the Feature Film Silver Award in October 2015 at the Kingdomwood Christian Film Festival.[18][19]
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 Television




In 1991, Maples appeared as a celebrity guest at WWF WrestleMania VII, serving as special guest timekeeper in the main event match between Hulk Hogan and defending WWF Champion Sgt. Slaughter[image: External link]. In that year, Maples also made a special appearance in the hit television series Designing Women[image: External link] as herself. In 1994, Maples appeared alongside Trump in a cameo appearance in an episode of The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air[image: External link].[20] Maples co-hosted the 1996 and 1997 Miss Universe Pageant, and the 1997 Miss USA Pageant.[21] She guest-starred in Spin City[image: External link] in 1997 and on The Nanny[image: External link] in May 1998.[17][22] In 2013, Maples was featured on Oprah: Where Are They Now?[image: External link][23]

On March 8, 2016, Maples was announced as one of the celebrities who would compete on season 22[image: External link] of Dancing with the Stars[image: External link] alongside her Switching Lanes co-star, Kim Fields.[24] She was partnered with professional dancer Tony Dovolani[image: External link].[25] Maples and Dovolani were eliminated on Week 4 of competition and finished in 10th place.

Maples also joined the women of ABC's morning talk show, The View[image: External link], as a guest co-host on March 11, 2016.[26]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Theater




In August 1992, Maples starred as " Ziegfeld[image: External link]'s favorite" in the Tony Award-winning production, The Will Rogers Follies[image: External link] on Broadway.[27][28] She returned to New York in 2011 for Love, Loss and What I Wore[image: External link], an off-Broadway production.[29]
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Maples is committed to supporting charities and non-profit organizations, and is a long time and vocal advocate of Kids Creating Peace, an organization uniting Israeli and Palestinian children.[30] She has shared proceeds of sales with those in need; she shared sales proceeds of her One World of Love album with Success for Kids, and proceeds from her auction with Linda's Stuff went to Spirituality for Kids.[31]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Radio and music




Maples hosted her own talk radio show, Awakening with Marla, on Contact Talk Radio; her guests included naturopathic doctors, authors, and astrologers.[32]

Maples' album The Endless, released in August 2013, is a musical journey of spiritual awakening and transformational energy, featuring thought leaders such as the Dalai Lama[image: External link], Michael Beckwith[image: External link], and Deepak Chopra[image: External link]. Each track seeks to evoke a different level of consciousness and connection, designed for deep meditation, prayer circles, or yoga sessions. In December 2012, Maples won a "Hollywood Music in Media Award" for best New Age/Ambient song, for "House of Love", from that album.[33][34][33]
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Maples is an advocate of health and wellness, with daughter Tiffany Trump confessing she used to make healthy homemade chocolate in Trump Tower; meanwhile her father would sneak her downstairs to the candy store to buy her Almond Joys[image: External link].[35] She is a self-proclaimed 'mostly-vegan' who avoids dairy, eats organic, and chooses to be gluten free.[36][37] She told People Magazine[image: External link] that her top three tips for healthy eating are to (a) listen to your body, (b) eat organic, (c) be joyful in all you do/eat.[38]
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 Other




In 1990, Maples starred in an advertising campaign for No Excuses jeans.[39] In 1993, she designed a line of maternity clothes, sold in several major department stores.[40]

In January 2000, a memoir by Maples, All That Glitters Is Not Gold, was announced by the ReganBooks[image: External link] division of HarperCollins Publishers[image: External link]. In February 2002, a spokeswoman for the publishing company said that ''The author and publisher by mutual consent have agreed not to publish the book.''[16]
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Melania Trump






Melania Trump (born Melanija Knavs[1] [mɛˈlaːnija ˈknaːu̯s][image: External link], April 26, 1970; Germanized[image: External link] to Melania Knauss[2]) is the current First Lady of the United States. Before marrying future President Donald Trump in 2005, she worked as a fashion model[image: External link]; by 2016 she considered herself a "full-time mom".[3]

She was born in the city of Novo Mesto[image: External link] in Slovenia[image: External link], then known as the Socialist Republic of Slovenia[image: External link] within Yugoslavia[image: External link]. She became a permanent resident of the United States in 2001, and obtained U.S. citizenship in 2006.

Trump is the first naturalized U.S. citizen[image: External link] to become First Lady, and the second one born overseas after Louisa Adams[image: External link], who had been born in London to an American father.[4]



TOP
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 Early life




Melanija Knavs was born in Novo Mesto[image: External link] in the southeast of Slovenia[image: External link], which was then part of Yugoslavia[image: External link],[5][6] on April 26, 1970.[7] She is a daughter of Amalija (née Ulčnik) and Viktor Knavs, who managed car and motorcycle dealerships for a state-owned vehicle manufacturer.[8][9] Her father was from the nearby town of Radeče[image: External link].[8] Her mother came from the village of Raka[image: External link],[10] and was a patternmaker[image: External link] at the children's clothing manufacturer "Jutranjka" in Sevnica[image: External link].[8][11] When later working as a model, she changed the Slovene[image: External link] form of her last name Knavs to the German Knauss.[12]

She grew up in a modest apartment in a housing block in Sevnica, in Slovenia's Lower Sava Valley[image: External link].[1] She has a sister[13] and an older half-brother, whom she reportedly has never met,[14] from her father's previous relationship.[8][15] As the Communist Party in Slovenia[image: External link] upheld atheism[image: External link], Melania's father did not publicly sponsor her Christian sacraments of baptism[image: External link] or first communion[image: External link].[16][17] As such, Melania was secretly baptized by Franc Čampa, the parish priest[image: External link] of St. Lawrence's Church in Raka[image: External link], on June 14, 1970.[18][19]

When she was a teenager, the family moved to a two-story house in Sevnica,[20] and as a high school student, she lived in a high-rise apartment in Ljubljana[image: External link]. Melanija attended the Secondary School of Design and Photography in Ljubljana,[21] and studied at the University of Ljubljana[image: External link] for one year before dropping out.[22][23][24] She speaks English, French, Italian, and German,[25] in addition to Serbo-Croatian[image: External link] and her native Slovene[image: External link].[26]
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 Career and immigration to the United States




Knauss began modeling at age 5 and started doing commercials at 16,[27] when she posed for the Slovenian fashion photographer Stane Jerko.[28] At 18, she signed with a modeling agency[image: External link] in Milan, Italy[image: External link].[29] She was named runner-up in the 1992 Jana Magazine "Look of the Year[image: External link]" contest, held in Ljubljana, which promised its top three contestants an international modeling contract.[5][8]

After attending the University of Ljubljana[image: External link] for one year,[30] she modeled for fashion houses in Milan[image: External link] and Paris, and relocated to New York City in 1996.[8][29] Her work began prior to receiving a legal work visa.[31][32] In the United States she appeared on the covers of In Style Weddings[image: External link],[33] New York Magazine, Avenue[image: External link],[34] Philadelphia Style[image: External link],[35] Vanity Fair[36] and Vogue[image: External link].[37] She modeled for the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Issue[image: External link] in 2000.[38] Her modeling career was associated with Irene Marie Management Group[image: External link] and Donald Trump's Trump Model Management.[39]

Applying as a model of "extraordinary ability", Melania obtained a green card[image: External link] and became a lawful permanent resident in 2001; she gained United States citizenship[image: External link] in 2006.[40]
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 Marriage




Melania moved to New York City in 1996[41] and met her future husband, Donald Trump, in September 1998 at a Fashion Week[image: External link] party in New York City. He had been separated from Marla Maples since May 1997, and entered a steady relationship with Melania;[1][42] the new couple gained attention after a 1999 interview on The Howard Stern Show.[43] In 2000 she appeared with Trump while he campaigned for that year's Reform Party[image: External link] presidential nomination.[43] Trump described their long courtship in 2005, and stated: "We literally have never had an argument, forget about the word 'fight' ... We just are very compatible. We get along."[42]

After becoming engaged in 2004, Melania married Trump in an Anglican[image: External link] service on January 22, 2005, at The Episcopal Church[image: External link] of Bethesda-by-the-Sea in Palm Beach, Florida, followed by a reception in the ballroom at Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate.[44][45] The event was attended by celebrities such as Katie Couric[image: External link], Matt Lauer[image: External link], Rudy Giuliani, Heidi Klum[image: External link], Star Jones[image: External link], P. Diddy[image: External link], Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link], Barbara Walters[image: External link], Conrad Black[image: External link], Regis Philbin[image: External link], Simon Cowell[image: External link], Kelly Ripa[image: External link], then-Senator Hillary Clinton, and former president Bill Clinton.[45][46] At the reception, Billy Joel[image: External link] serenaded the crowd with "Just the Way You Are[image: External link]" and supplied new lyrics to the tune of "The Lady Is a Tramp[image: External link]".[45] The Trumps' wedding ceremony and reception were widely covered by the media.[41] Melania wore a $200,000 dress made by John Galliano[image: External link] of the house of Christian Dior[image: External link].[45]

On March 20, 2006,[47] Melania gave birth to their son Barron William Trump. She suggested his middle name, while her husband suggested his first name.[48]
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 Role in 2016 U.S. presidential election




Main article: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016


In November 2015, when asked about her husband's presidential campaign, Trump said: "I encouraged him because I know what he will do and what he can do for America. He loves the American people and he wants to help them."[49] Trump played a relatively small role in her husband's campaign—atypical of spouses of presidential running mates.[50][51][52]

In July 2016, Trump's official website was redirected to Trump.com. On Twitter, she stated that her site was outdated and did not "accurately reflect [her] current business and professional interests".[53]

On July 18, 2016, Trump gave a speech[image: External link] at the 2016 Republican National Convention. The speech contained a paragraph that was nearly identical to a paragraph of Michelle Obama[image: External link]'s speech at the 2008 Democratic National Convention[image: External link].[54][55][56] When asked about the speech, Trump said she wrote the speech herself "with as little help as possible".[57] Two days later, Trump staff writer Meredith McIver[image: External link] took responsibility and apologized for the "confusion".[58]

In February 2017, Trump sued Mail Media, the owner of The Daily Mail[image: External link], seeking $150 million in damages over an August 2016 article which falsely alleged that she had worked for an escort service[image: External link] during her modeling days. The Mail retracted the article, apologized, and printed the retraction from the blogger they were quoting, who said: "I had no legitimate factual basis to make these false statements and I fully retract them".[59] The lawsuit stated the article had ruined her "unique, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity" to establish "multimillion dollar business relationships for a multi-year term during which Plaintiff is one of the most photographed women in the world".[60] Her claim raised potential ethical questions, but the first lady is not an employee of the government and not a government official.[61] On February 18, the lawsuit was amended, removing the language about her earning potential and focusing instead on emotional distress[image: External link].[62] In April 2017, the parties settled the lawsuit for $2.9 million.[63][64]

Five days before the election, she told a crowd of supporters in Pennsylvania: "Our culture has gotten too mean and too rough, especially to children and teenagers. It is never OK when a 12-year-old girl or boy is mocked, bullied, or attacked. It is terrible when that happens on the playground. And it is absolutely unacceptable when it is done by someone with no name hiding on the internet."[65] Regarding the contrast of her platform with her husband's use of Twitter during his campaign, Melania said shortly after the election that she had rebuked him "all the time" but that "he will do what he wants to do in the end".[66]
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 First Lady of the United States




Melania assumed the role of First Lady of the United States on January 20, 2017. She is the second foreign-born woman to hold this title (after Louisa Adams[image: External link], wife of John Quincy Adams, who was born in 1775 in London to an American father and British mother).[67][68][69][70] She is the first First Lady to be a naturalized[image: External link] (rather than birthright) citizen of the United States[image: External link],[71][72] the first to speak English as a second language[image: External link],[73] and the first to be fluent in more than two languages (Serbo-Croatian, English, French, Italian, German, and her native Slovene).[25] At 5 feet 11 inches (1.80 m), she is also one of the tallest First Ladies to hold the office, tied with Michelle Obama[image: External link] and Eleanor Roosevelt[image: External link].[74] She continued living in Trump Tower with her son Barron until the end of the 2016–17 school year,[75][76] and moved to the White House on June 11, 2017.[77]

Her Secret Service code name is "Muse" (beginning with the same letter as Trump's code name, "Mogul", per Secret Service tradition).[78]

When asked by The New York Times in 1999 what her role would be if Donald Trump were to become president, Melania replied: "I would be very traditional. Like Betty Ford[image: External link] or Jackie Kennedy[image: External link]."[9] In 2016, she told CNN her focus as First Lady would be to help women and children. She also said she would combat cyberbullying[image: External link], especially among children, having quit social media[image: External link] herself due to the "negativity".[79]

The first White House event led by Trump was a luncheon for International Women's Day[image: External link] on March 8, 2017. Trump spoke to an audience of women about her life as a female immigrant, and about working towards gender equality[image: External link] both domestically and abroad, noting the role of education as a tool against gender inequality[image: External link].[80][81][82]

In March 2017, Slovenia honored her by introducing "First Lady" wine, a red wine produced in the region near her hometown of Sevnica.[83]

In February 2017, at a Florida rally, Melania Trump led the crowd in the recitation of Lord's Prayer[image: External link].[84][85] Later, during her and her husband's visit to Vatican City in May 2017, Trump revealed that she is a Catholic[image: External link], the first Catholic to live in the White House since President John F. Kennedy and his wife Jackie[image: External link] over half a century earlier.[86][87]
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Donald Trump Jr.






"Don Trump" redirects here. For his father, the 45th President of the United States, see Donald Trump.

Donald John Trump Jr. (born December 31, 1977) is an American businessman and former reality TV[image: External link] personality. He is the oldest child of the 45th President of the United States, Donald Trump, and his first wife, Ivana. He currently works alongside his brother Eric as a trustee[image: External link] of The Trump Organization. He and his brother Eric oversee a trust that includes the Trump Organization assets while his father is President.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life and education




Trump was born on December 31, 1977 in Manhattan, New York City, to Ivana Marie ( née[image: External link] Zelníčková) and Donald John Trump. He has two younger siblings, Ivanka and Eric. He also has two half siblings, Tiffany, from his father's marriage to Marla Maples, and Barron, from his father's current marriage to Melania Trump. Trump was particularly close to his maternal grandfather and is fluent in Czech[image: External link].[2]

As a child, he encountered reporters asking about his parents' widely publicized divorce. To protect her children, Ivana Trump sent them to boarding school.[3] Trump was educated at The Hill School[image: External link], a university-preparatory boarding school in Pottstown[image: External link], Pennsylvania, followed by the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School, where he earned a B.S. degree in Economics.[4]
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After college graduation, Trump moved to Aspen, Colorado[image: External link]. While briefly incommunicado from his father, for a year he hunted, fished, skied, lived in a truck, and worked as a bartender before returning to New York and joining the Trump Organization[image: External link]. Trump has supervised building projects, including 40 Wall Street, Trump International Hotel and Tower, and Trump Park Avenue.[3] He appeared as a guest adviser and judge on many episodes of his father's reality television show The Apprentice, from season 5[image: External link] in 2006 to his father's last season.

On January 11 2017, his father announced that he and his brother Eric would oversee a trust that included the Trump Organization assets while his father was President, in order to avert a conflict of interest.[5]
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During the 2016 presidential campaign, Trump campaigned for his father.[6] He was characterized by the New York Times as "a close political adviser to his father."[7] In December 2016, the Wall Street Journal and Politico reported that Trump Jr. influenced his father's choice of Secretary of the Interior[image: External link], Ryan Zinke.[8][9]

In 2017, he has campaigned for congressional candidates Greg Gianforte[image: External link] and Karen Handel[image: External link].[10] In May 2017, Trump Jr. met with Republican National Committee officials to discuss the party’s strategy and resources.[11]
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During the campaign, Trump drew controversy for posting an image comparing refugees to Skittles[image: External link], saying "If I had a bowl of skittles and I told you just three would kill you. Would you take a handful? That's our Syrian refugee problem.".[12][13][14][7] The makers of Skittles condemned the tweet, saying "Skittles are candy. Refugees are people. We don't feel it's an appropriate analogy."[13][14][7]

Another controversy arose when Trump retweeted[image: External link] remarks by psychologist Kevin B. MacDonald[image: External link] about alleged favors exchanged by Hillary Clinton and Switzerland's largest bank[image: External link] (McDonald has been accused of anti-semitism for some of his writings).[7] On the campaign trail, Trump promoted Alex Jones' conspiracy theory that Hillary Clinton wore an earpiece to a presidential forum[15][16][17] and that official unemployment rates were manipulated for political purposes.[18]

In March 2017, Trump criticized the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, after the 2017 Westminster attack[image: External link], which in turn led British lawmakers to criticize Trump Jr.[19][20][21][22] British journalists said that Trump Jr. had quoted Khan out of context when he criticized him.[21][22] Khan did not respond to the criticism, saying he had "far more important things" to do.[20] In April 2017, he lauded Mike Cernovich who promoted the Pizzagate[image: External link] conspiracy theory, saying, "In a long gone time of unbiased journalism he'd win the Pulitzer".[23][24]
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Trump married model Vanessa Kay Haydon (born December 18, 1977) on November 12, 2005, at the Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Florida; the service was officiated by Trump's aunt, Judge Maryanne Trump Barry.[25] Haydon is the daughter of Bonnie and Charles Haydon,[26] and is of half Jewish and half Danish descent.[27][28] She is an alumna of the Dwight School[image: External link][29] and studied psychology[image: External link] at New York's Marymount Manhattan College[image: External link].[26] They have five children, including two daughters and three sons, born in 2007 and later.[30]

In his childhood, Trump learned to hunt and fish by spending time with his maternal grandfather in what was then Czechoslovakia.[31] Controversy erupted in 2012 when pictures surfaced of an African hunting trip Trump had taken in 2010. In one photo Trump has his arms around an endangered,[citation needed[image: External link]] dead leopard, and in another he is holding a knife in one hand and a bloody elephant tail in the other. Although the hunt was legal, many people were outraged, and at least one sponsor dropped his father's Celebrity Apprentice TV show.[32]
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Ivanka Trump






Not to be confused with her mother, Ivana Trump.

Ivanka Marie Trump (/i'va:NGke /[image: External link]; born October 30, 1981) is an American businesswoman and former fashion model who is currently assistant[image: External link] to President Donald Trump. She is the daughter of the president and his first wife, former model Ivana Trump.

Trump has been an executive vice president of her father's company – The Trump Organization – as well as serving as a boardroom advisor on her father's TV show The Apprentice.[1] She moved to Washington, D.C[image: External link] in January 2017 as her husband, Jared Kushner, was appointed as a Senior Advisor to the President of the United States[image: External link] by her father.

Starting in late March 2017, Trump began serving in her father's administration as assistant to the president. She assumed this official, unpaid federal government position after multiple ethics concerns were raised about her access to sensitive material while not being held to the same ethics restrictions as a federal employee.[2][3] She is considered part of her father's inner circle.[4]
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Ivanka Marie Trump was born in Manhattan, New York City, and is the second child of Czech-American[image: External link] model Ivana Marie ( née[image: External link] Zelníčková) and Donald John Trump, who in 2017 became the 45th President of the United States.[5] Her father has German[6] and Scottish ancestry.[7] The name Ivanka is a diminutive[image: External link] form of Ivana.[8] Trump's parents divorced in 1991, when she was ten years old.[5] She has two brothers, Donald Jr. and Eric; a half sister, Tiffany; and a half brother, Barron.

Trump attended the Chapin School[image: External link] in Manhattan until she was 15, when she transferred to Choate Rosemary Hall[image: External link] in Wallingford[image: External link], Connecticut, where she characterized its "boarding-school life" as being like a "prison", while her "friends in New York were having fun".[9]

After graduating from Choate,[10] she attended Georgetown University[image: External link] for two years, then transferred to the Wharton Business School[image: External link] at the University of Pennsylvania, from which she graduated cum laude[image: External link] with a bachelor's degree in economics in 2004.[11][12]

Trump is bilingual, speaking English and French, and has an elementary knowledge of her mother's native language of Czech[image: External link].[10][13][14]
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Before joining the family business in 2005, Trump briefly worked for Forest City Enterprises[image: External link].[15] In 2007 she formed a partnership with a diamond vendor, Dynamic Diamond Corp., to create Ivanka Trump Fine Jewelry, a line of diamond and gold jewelry, sold at her first flagship retail store in Manhattan.[16][17] In November 2011, Trump's retail flagship moved from Madison Avenue to 109 Mercer Street, a larger space in the fashionable Soho district.[18][19] On October 2, 2015, retail website racked.com reported that "Ivanka Trump's flagship store on Mercer Street appear[s] to be closed" and, noting that the shop had been "stripped clean", said that it is unclear exactly when the shop stopped doing business.[20] As of October 2016, though, the company's website lists Trump Tower as its flagship boutique and its only dedicated retail shop, with the brand also available at fine-jewelry stores throughout the US and Canada, as well as in Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.[21]

The Wharton Club of New York, the official alumni association of the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania for the New York metropolitan area,[22] gave Trump the 2012 Joseph Wharton Award for Young Leadership, one of their four annual awards for Wharton alumni.[23]

Trump is currently Executive Vice President of Development & Acquisitions at the Trump Organization.[citation needed[image: External link]] In December 2012, members of 100 Women in Hedge Funds[image: External link] elected Ivanka Trump to their board.[24]

Trump has her own line of fashion items, including clothes, handbags, shoes, and accessories, which is available in major U.S. department stores.[25] Her brand has been criticized for allegedly copying designs by other designers,[26][27] and by PETA[image: External link] and other animal rights[image: External link] activists for using fur from rabbits.[28][29] In 2016, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission[image: External link] recalled "Ivanka Trump"-branded scarves because they did not meet federal flammability standards.[30][31] A 2016 analysis found that most of the fashion line was produced outside the U.S.[32] As of February 2017, department store chains Neiman Marcus and Nordstrom[image: External link] dropped Trump's fashion line, citing "poor performance."[33]

On February 9, 2017, Presidential Adviser Kellyanne Conway controversially encouraged Fox News viewers to purchase Trump's retail products.[34] In June 2017, three people with the organization called China Labor Watch were arrested by Chinese authorities while investigating Huajian International, which makes shoes for several American brands, including the Ivanka Trump brand. The Trump Administration has called for their release.[35][36]
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Trump's first cover was a 1997 issue of Seventeen[image: External link]. Since then, she has walked fashion runways for Versace[image: External link], Marc Bouwer[image: External link] and Thierry Mugler[image: External link]. She has done advertisement campaigns for Tommy Hilfiger[image: External link] and Sassoon[image: External link] Jeans and was featured on the cover of Stuff[image: External link] in August 2006 and again in September 2007. She has been featured on the covers of Forbes, Golf Magazine[image: External link], Avenue[image: External link], Elle Mexico[image: External link] and Top Choice Magazine[37] and in the October 2007 issue of Harper's Bazaar[image: External link].[38] She has also featured many times in Love FMD magazine.[39][40]

She placed Number 83 in the 2007 Maxim Hot 100[image: External link]. She has also placed Number 99 in the Top 99 Women of 2007 and then at 84 in the 2008 edition on AskMen.com[image: External link]. Trump's page in the Fashion Model Directory[image: External link] provides complete professional details of her prior work in that domain.[41]
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In 2006, Trump filled in for Carolyn Kepcher[image: External link] on five episodes of her father's television program The Apprentice 5[image: External link], first appearing to help judge the Gillette task in week 2[image: External link].[42] Like Kepcher, Trump visited the site of the tasks and spoke to the teams.[38] Trump collaborated with season 5 winner Sean Yazbeck[image: External link] on his winner's project of choice, Trump SoHo Hotel-Condominium.[43][44][45]

She replaced Kepcher as a primary boardroom judge during the sixth season of The Apprentice[image: External link] and its follow-up iteration, The Celebrity Apprentice[image: External link].
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In 1997, Trump hosted the Miss Teen USA Pageant, which was partially owned by her father, Donald Trump. In 2003, she was featured in Born Rich[image: External link], a documentary about the experience of growing up as a child in one of the world's most affluent families.

Trump was a featured guest-judge on Project Runway Season 3[image: External link]. She was also at a Milwaukee[image: External link], Wisconsin, event in April 2007 called the Creating Wealth Summit in which she spoke for about 30 minutes about making money and her latest projects. In January 2007 she said that had received an offer to appear on The Bachelorette[image: External link], but that she declined.[46] In 2010, Trump and her husband briefly portrayed themselves in Season 4 Episode 6 of Gossip Girl[image: External link].[47]
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Trump wrote a book, The Trump Card: Playing to Win in Work and Life[image: External link], published in October 2009.[48] Her second book, Women Who Work: Rewriting the Rules for Success[image: External link], was published in May 2017.[49][50]
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In early April 2017 the government of China[image: External link] extended trademarks to Trump’s businesses.[51] On the same day President Trump hosted Chinese President[image: External link] Xi Jinping at Mar-A-Lago[image: External link] and Ivanka Trump and Kushner sat next to the Chinese leader and his wife[52] Peng Liyuan[image: External link][53] at the state dinner[image: External link].[54][55] Also during the visit Trump and Kushner's 5-year-old daughter Arabella "sang a traditional Chinese song, in Mandarin, [for Xi]. The video, which was lavishly praised by Chinese state media, played over 2.2 million times on China's popular news portal", Tencent QQ[image: External link].[52]

In late April 2017, Trump hired Julie Radford as her chief of staff. Before the end of the month, Trump and Radford had plans to travel with Dina Powell and Hope Hicks to the first W20 women's summit[image: External link]. The W20 was organized by the National Council of German Women's Organizations and the Association of German Women Entrepreneurs[56][57] as one of the preparatory meetings leading up to the G20 head-of-state[image: External link] summit in July. At the conference, Trump spoke about women's rights; she was booed by the audience when she praised her father as an advocate for women.[58][59]
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In July 2016, at the Republican National Convention, Trump said of her political views, "Like many of my fellow millennials[image: External link], I do not consider myself categorically Republican or Democrat."[60] In 2007, Trump donated $1,000 to the presidential campaign of Hillary Clinton.[61] In 2012, Trump endorsed Mitt Romney for president.[62] In 2013, Trump and her husband hosted a fundraiser for Democrat Cory Booker[image: External link], and the couple bundled more than $40,000 for Booker's U.S. Senate[image: External link] campaign.[63]

Trump says she is an advocate for women and Israel.[64]
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 Philanthropy




She has ties to a number of Jewish charities, including Chai Lifeline[image: External link], a charity which helps to look after children with cancer[image: External link].[65] Other charities she supports include United Hatzalah[image: External link], to which her father Donald Trump has made six-figure donations in the past.[66][67]

On publishing her book “Women Who Work: Rewriting the Rules for Success”, Ivanka Trump donated half of the money she earned from its advance to the National Urban League and the Boys and Girls Clubs of America[image: External link]. She has said that any royalties earned on the book will also be given to charity.[68]
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 Role in 2016 presidential election




In 2015, Trump publicly endorsed her father's presidential campaign. Trump was involved with her father's campaign by making public appearances in support of him[69] and defending him.[70][71] However, she admitted mixed feelings about his presidential ambitions, saying, in October 2015, "As a citizen, I love what he's doing. As a daughter, it's obviously more complicated."[72] In August 2015, Trump's father stated that she was his leading advisor on "women's health and women" and said it was she who propelled him to elaborate on his views of women.[73][74]

In January 2016, Trump was featured in a radio ad which aired in the early voting states of Iowa and New Hampshire[image: External link], in which she praised her father.[75][76] She appeared by his side following the results of early voting states in 2016, in particular briefly speaking in South Carolina[image: External link] after being invited by her father to speak, thanking the state in doing so.[77][78] She was not able to vote for her father in the New York primary in April 2016 because she missed the October 2015 deadline to change her registration from independent to Republican.[79]

Trump introduced her father in a speech immediately before his own speech at the 2016 Republican National Convention (RNC) in July.[80] The George Harrison[image: External link] song "Here Comes the Sun[image: External link]" was used as her entrance music. She knew her father quite well and said: "One of my father's greatest talents is the ability to see the potential in people", and said her father will "Make America Great Again".[81] Her speech was well received as portraying her father "in a warmer-than-usual light", according to the Washington Post, though the article also referred to another Post article that had critiqued the speech.[82] The earlier Post article had questioned whether the policy positions Ivanka Trump espoused were closer to those of Hillary Clinton than to those of her father.[83] After the speech, the George Harrison estate complained about the use of his song as being offensive to their wishes.[84] The next morning, Ivanka's official Twitter account tweeted, "Shop Ivanka's look from her #RNC speech" with a link to a Macy's[image: External link] page that featured the dress she wore.[85]
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 Post-election




After her father's election, Trump wore a bracelet on a family appearance with the president-elect on 60 Minutes. Her company then promoted, in an email blast[image: External link], the appearance of the bracelet. After critiques for " monetization[image: External link]" the company quickly apologized, calling the publicity the work of "a well-intentioned marketing employee at one of our companies who was following customary protocol". A spokeswoman said that the company was, post-election, "proactively discussing new policies and procedures with all of our partners going forward".[86]

Artists whose work has been collected by Ivanka Trump have protested to her directly following her father's election victory. In January 2017, artist Richard Prince[image: External link] returned a $36,000 payment he received for a work featuring Ivanka and disavowed its creation. [87] Other artists joined behind a movement created by the Halt Action Group called @dear_ivanka, which aimed to change Trump's policies by appealing to Ivanka.[88] Among its supporters were contemporary artist Alex Da Corte[image: External link] who told Trump to stay away from his paintings after she appeared in front of one on a social media post. [89][88]

In 2017, she reportedly stepped down from her post at the Trump Organization[image: External link], as she will have a quasi-First Lady role in her father's administration.[90] It has been reported that Ivanka will be filling some of those duties while First Lady Melania Trump remains in New York City, as her son Barron completes the school year.[90] Ivanka denies these allegations.[91][92] The organization has also removed images of Ivanka and her father from their websites, in accordance with official advice on federal ethics rules.[93]
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During college, Trump was in a nearly four-year relationship with Greg Hersch, an investment banker at Salomon Brothers[image: External link], Bear Stearns[image: External link], and UBS.[94][95] From 2001 to 2005, she dated James "Bingo" Gubelmann.[9][10][94]

In 2005, she started dating real estate developer Jared Kushner, whom she met through mutual friends.[96][97] The couple broke up in 2008 due to the objections of Kushner's parents,[96] but the couple got back together and married in a Jewish ceremony[image: External link] on October 25, 2009.[96][98] They have three children, including a daughter and two sons, born in 2011 and later.[99]

Trump has a close relationship with her father, who has publicly expressed his admiration for her on several occasions.[100][101] Ivanka Trump has likewise praised her father, complimenting his leadership skills and saying he empowers other people.[102] Ivanka was a childhood friend of Paris Hilton[image: External link].[103] She is friends with Chelsea Clinton[image: External link] (daughter of Hillary Clinton, Donald Trump's major opponent in the 2016 U.S. Presidential Election[image: External link]), who says of her: "There's nothing skin-deep about Ivanka. And I think that's a real tribute to her because certainly anyone as gorgeous as she is could have probably gone quite far being skin-deep."[104] Her other friends include Georgina Bloomberg[image: External link], whose father is Michael Bloomberg[image: External link] (a former New York City Mayor who had also considered entering the presidential race against Trump's father, Donald).[105]

In January 2017, it was announced that Ivanka and her husband had made arrangements for a family home in the Kalorama[image: External link] neighborhood of Washington, DC.[106] Federal filings implied that in 2017 Ivanka and her husband may have assets upwards of $740 million.[107]
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 Religion




Trump was raised as a Presbyterian Christian.[108] She converted to Orthodox Judaism[image: External link] in July 2009,[109][110] after studying with Rabbis Haskel Lookstein[image: External link][97][111] and Elie Weinstock from the Modern Orthodox[image: External link] Ramaz School[image: External link].[112] Trump took the Hebrew[image: External link] name " Yael[image: External link]".[113][114] She describes her conversion as an "amazing and beautiful journey" which her father supported "from day one", adding that he has "tremendous respect" for the Jewish[image: External link] religion.[64] She attests to keeping a kosher diet[image: External link] and observing the Jewish Sabbath[image: External link], saying in 2015: "We're pretty observant... It's been such a great life decision for me... I really find that with Judaism, it creates an amazing blueprint for family connectivity. From Friday to Saturday we don't do anything but hang out with one another. We don't make phone calls."[104] When living in New York City, Trump used to send her daughter to kindergarten at a Jewish school. She says that "It's such a blessing for me to have her come home every night and share with me the Hebrew that she's learned and sing songs for me around the holidays."[64]

Ivanka and her husband made a pilgrimage to the grave of the Lubavitcher Rebbe[image: External link], a popular prayer site, shortly before her father's election victory.[109][115] On May 22, 2017, Ivanka and Kushner also traveled with her father on the first official visit of Israel[image: External link] by the Trump administration, where her father made the first visit to the Western Wall by a sitting U.S. President[image: External link].[116] Ivanka also visited the Yad Vashem[image: External link] Holocaust memorial[image: External link] in western Jerusalem[image: External link] and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre[image: External link] in the Christian Quarter[image: External link] of the Old City of Jerusalem[image: External link] during the trip.[117]
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Eric Trump






Eric Frederick Trump (born January 6, 1984) is an American businessman, philanthropist, and former reality TV[image: External link] personality. He is the third child and second son of the President of the United States, Donald Trump, and Ivana Trump. Alongside his older brother Donald Trump Jr., he serves as a trustee[image: External link] of The Trump Organization. A longtime executive vice president of the firm, Trump and his brother are running the company during their father's administration. From 2007 to 2016, he led The Eric Trump Foundation, a charity that raised money for St. Jude Children's Research Hospital[image: External link].
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 Family, early life, and education




Trump was born in Manhattan[image: External link] and attended Trinity School[image: External link]. His parents divorced in 1991, when he was seven years old. As a young boy, Trump spent his summers in the Czech countryside near Zlin with his maternal grandparents. His grandfather, Milos Zelnicek, who passed away in 1990, was an engineer; his grandmother, Maria, was a worker in a shoe factory. His grandfather taught Trump how to hunt and fish. Trump describes his parents as loving but strict disciplinarians who emphasized hard work, good grades, and clean living. "[2]

In 2002, he graduated from The Hill School[image: External link] and subsequently served on its board until 2013.[3] He graduated with a degree in finance[image: External link] and management[image: External link], with honors, from Georgetown University[image: External link] in Washington, D.C. [4][5]

Trump started accompanying his father to job sites and negotiations from a very young age. Later in his youth he spent summers mowing lawns, laying tile, cutting rebar, hanging chandeliers, and performing various other work at his father's properties. Trump briefly toyed with the idea of other careers but decided to join the family business while he was a high school student.[5]

On July 4, 2013, Trump became engaged to his longtime girlfriend Lara Lea Yunaska (born October 12, 1982), an associate producer on the syndicated[image: External link] television news program Inside Edition[image: External link]. They married on November 8, 2014, at Mar-a-Lago Club in Palm Beach, Florida,[6].[7][8]
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 The Trump Organization




Trump is executive vice president of development and acquisitions of the Trump Organization.[9] He worked with his sister, Ivanka, to redesign and renovate Trump National Doral and its Blue Monster course in Miami, Florida[image: External link].[10]

In 2012, Trump was recognized by Forbes magazine among their top "30 under 30" in real estate[image: External link] and by the New York Observer[image: External link] as one of the "20 Most Important Young Philanthropists".[11] The New York Observer is published by his brother-in-law, Jared Kushner.[12] In 2013, Trump earned Wine Enthusiast Magazine[image: External link]'s "Rising Star of the Year" Award.[13]
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 The Eric Trump Foundation




In 2007, Eric Trump established the Eric Trump Foundation, a public charity with the purpose to raise money for terminally-ill children and cancer patients at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital[image: External link], Tennessee.[14][15] On November 30, 2012, the foundation committed to raising $20 million over a 10-year period for the naming rights to the new Eric Trump Foundation Surgery & ICU Center in the Kay Research and Care Center, a $198 million tower that was officially opened on February 19, 2015, on the St. Jude campus".[16][17]

St. Jude’s September 2013 press release stated that the 7th Annual Eric Trump Foundation Golf Invitational on September 9, 2013, at the Trump National Golf Club in Briarcliff, New York, had "… raised 1.5 million for the kids of St. Jude", for a total of $6 million since 2006.[18] On December 30, 2016, Richard C. Shadyac Jr., the president of the fundraising organization of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital[image: External link], wrote a letter to the Eric Trump Foundation stating that the foundation and "... related efforts, such as an Eric Trump Foundation-affiliated team that participates in the New York City Marathon", had raised $16.3 million for the hospital since the charity's inception 10 years ago.[14]

On December 21, 2016, Eric announced that he would stop active fundraising for the Eric Trump Foundation as of December 31. The move came to avoid the appearance that donors were using him to gain access to his father after he won the presidential election.[19]

In June 2017, Forbes reported that the Eric Trump Foundation shifted money intended to go to cancer patients to the family's businesses.[20][21][22][23] Eric Trump had asserted that his foundation got to use Trump Organization assets for free ("We get to use our assets 100% free of charge"), but that appears not to be the case.[20] According to Forbes, more than $1.2 million of the donations went to the Trump Organization for the use of Trump's Westchester golf course and that "Golf charity experts say the listed expenses defy any reasonable cost justification for a one-day golf tournament."[20] Forbes also found that more than $500,000 of the money donated for cancer patients "was re-donated to other charities, many of which were connected to Trump family members or interests, including at least four groups that subsequently paid to hold golf tournaments at Trump courses."[20] According to Forbes, "All of this seems to defy federal tax rules and state laws that ban self-dealing and misleading donors. It also raises larger questions about the Trump family dynamics and whether Eric and his brother, Don Jr., can be truly independent of their father."[20]

The Eric Trump Foundation has advertised that its golf charity events raised money exclusively for St Jude's Children's Research Hospital[image: External link], with 95–100% of the money raised going toward the charity. Public tax records show that the foundation applied significant amounts of the funds raised to pay costs of the events to the Trump Organization for use of its facilities.[24] Additionally, the foundation donated to charitable causes other than St Jude and made grants to several other charities, including at least three animal welfare organizations and the American Society for Enology and Viticulture[image: External link], a California wine industry organization.[24]

Trump said in July 2016 that his father, Donald Trump, had made "hundreds of thousands of dollars in personal donations" to the Eric Trump Foundation in the past, although the Eric Trump Foundation's tax records don't explicitly show such donations. When The Washington Post followed up for evidence, Trump appeared to backtrack and refused to give details.[25]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2016 presidential campaign




Eric Trump was a key advisor, fundraiser, and campaign surrogate during his father's successful run for the presidency in 2016. Trump and his wife made campaign appearance in numerous states on behalf of his father.[26]

On August 2, 2016, in a television appearance on CBS This Morning[image: External link], Trump was asked to comment on his father's controversial statement to USA Today the previous day in which he said that if his daughter were ever subjected to sexual harassment in the workplace, he hoped she would find another company to work for or switch careers. Eric Trump said, "Ivanka is a strong, powerful woman, she wouldn't allow herself to be objected [sic] to it."[27]
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 Big game hunting




In 2010, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals[image: External link] (PETA) criticized Trump, a big game hunter[image: External link], for an African hunting[image: External link] trip he took with Donald Trump, Jr., his older brother. PETA condemned the pair after photos showed the brothers on an organized safari[image: External link] in Zimbabwe[image: External link], where they hunted animals.[28] The director general of the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority, V. Chandenga, issued an official response supporting the brothers and calling any allegations of illegality "baseless" and "false".[29] Both brothers defended their safari via Twitter, affirming their actions as hunters and longtime advocates of the outdoors.[30] Donald Trump also addressed the controversy, saying on TMZ[image: External link] that he fully supported his son's actions.[30]
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Tiffany Trump






Tiffany Ariana Trump (born October 13, 1993) is an American Internet personality and model. She is the daughter of the U.S. president, Donald Trump, and his second wife, Marla Maples.
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 Early life and education




Tiffany Trump was born on October 13, 1993, at St. Mary's Medical Center in West Palm Beach, Florida.[3][4][5] She is the only child of Marla Maples and her father is Donald Trump, whom Maples married in December of 1993.[6] She was named after Tiffany & Company[image: External link] (Trump had purchased the air rights[image: External link] above the Fifth Avenue jewelry store in the 1980s in order to build Trump Tower).[7] Trump divorced Maples in 1999. Tiffany was raised by her mother in California, where she lived until graduation from high school.[8]

She was educated at Viewpoint School[image: External link] in Calabasas, California[image: External link].[9] She is a 2016 graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, where she double-majored in sociology and urban studies,[10] and was a member of the Kappa Alpha Theta[image: External link] sorority.[11]
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 Career




In 2014, while attending the University of Pennsylvania, Trump released a music single called "Like a Bird". She later told Oprah Winfrey[image: External link][12] that she was evaluating whether to take her music career "to the next level as a professional".[13] Trump has also worked as an intern at Vogue[image: External link] and modeled for a 2016 Andrew Warren fashion show during New York Fashion Week[image: External link].[14]
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 2016 presidential campaign




Trump voted in New York as a member of the Republican Party[image: External link].[15] During the 2016 presidential election[image: External link], she joined her father and other members of the Trump family at campaign appearances.[16] She spoke at the 2016 Republican National Convention on the second night of the convention.[17][18] During her speech, Tiffany made light of her unfamiliarity with the situation, stating: "Please excuse me if I'm a little nervous. When I graduated college a couple of months ago, I never expected to be here tonight addressing the nation. I've given a few speeches in front of classrooms and students, but never in an arena with more than 10 million people watching."[19]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Social media




Trump is a frequent poster to Instagram, where, as of 2017, she had more than 715,000 followers.[20] Her Instagram posts frequently include photographs of her with friends and fellow heirs and heiresses including Kyra Kennedy, daughter of Robert F. Kennedy Jr.[image: External link]; Gaïa Matisse[image: External link], great-great-granddaughter of artist Henri Matisse[image: External link]; and E.J. Johnson, son of Magic Johnson[image: External link]. The group, whose posed photos are edited by Andrew Warren, has been named the "rich kids of Instagram" by the New York Post and the "Snap Pack" by The New York Times and New York magazine.[10][21][22][23]
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Fred Trump






This article is about the real estate developer. For his father, see Frederick Trump.

Frederick Christ Trump Sr. (October 11, 1905 – June 25, 1999) was an American real estate developer and philanthropist, primarily in New York City, and father of Donald Trump, the 45th[image: External link] President of the United States, and Maryanne Trump Barry, a United States Court of Appeals judge.

Trump's father, Frederick, died when Trump was 13 years old. By 15, in partnership with his mother, Elizabeth Christ Trump[1], and non-family investors, Trump had begun a career in home construction and sales. The development company was incorporated as E. Trump & Son in 1927, and grew to build and manage single-family houses in Queens[image: External link], barracks and garden apartments for U.S. Navy[image: External link] personnel near major shipyards[image: External link] along the East Coast[image: External link], and more than 27,000 apartments in New York City[image: External link].

Trump was investigated by a U.S. Senate committee for wartime profiteering (1954), and by the U.S. Justice Department's Civil Rights Division[image: External link] for civil rights violations (1973). According to The New York Times and The Washington Post, the latter incident inspired a song by tenant and folk singer, Woody Guthrie[image: External link].[2][3]
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 Early life




Frederick Christ Trump was born in the Bronx[image: External link] on October 11, 1905.[4] Trump was one of three children of German immigrants Elizabeth (née Christ) and Frederick Trump. He had a younger brother John and an older sister Elizabeth Trump Walters (1904–1961). His father Frederick Trump, originally named Friedrich Trump, had immigrated to New York City[image: External link] in 1885 from the German village of Kallstadt, Palatinate (by then part of the Kingdom of Bavaria[image: External link]) and made a fortune in the Klondike Gold Rush. He then returned to Kallstadt and married Elisabeth Christ, daughter of a former neighbor and 11 years younger, in 1902.[4]:pp. 94

Friedrich Trump's name was incorrectly recorded as Trumpf on the passenger list of his ship when he immigrated to the USA.[5] Britt Peterson of The Boston Globe reports, based on the Blair biography, that the family had changed the spelling from the ancestral Drumpf, sometime during the Thirty Years' War[image: External link] (1618–1648).[6]

Soon after Fred's birth, the family moved to Woodhaven, Queens[image: External link]. In 1918, when he was 13 years old, his father died during the 1918 flu pandemic.[7] From 1918 to 1923, he attended Richmond Hill High School[image: External link] in Queens.[8]
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 Career




Trump became a carpenter and took classes in reading blueprints.[9] In 1920, at age 15, Fred Trump went into business with his mother in construction and real estate development, forming Elizabeth Trump & Son. His mother Elizabeth Christ Trump was an active partner, signing the checks since he was under 21 and not yet an adult.[7] With an $800 loan from his mother, Trump built his first house in Woodhaven in 1923 and sold it for $7,000.[9] His mother incorporated Elizabeth Trump & Son in 1927, when Fred was 22. The firm had three outside investors and initial capital of $50,000.[10]

In the late 1920s, Trump began building single-family houses in Queens[image: External link], which were sold for $3,990 each. By the mid-1930s in the middle of the Great Depression[image: External link], he helped pioneer the concept of supermarkets with the Trump Market in Woodhaven, which advertised "Serve Yourself and Save!", becoming an instant hit. After only a year Trump sold it to the King Kullen[image: External link] supermarket chain.[9]

During World War II, Trump built barracks and garden apartments for U.S. Navy[image: External link] personnel near major shipyards[image: External link] along the East Coast, including Chester, Pennsylvania[image: External link], Newport News, Virginia[image: External link], and Norfolk, Virginia[image: External link]. After the war he expanded into middle-income housing for the families of returning veterans, building Shore Haven in Bensonhurst[image: External link] in 1949, and Beach Haven near Coney Island[image: External link] in 1950 (a total of 2,700 apartments). In 1963–1964, he built Trump Village, an apartment complex in Coney Island[image: External link], for US$70 million.[9]

Although both of Trump's parents were born in Germany and he had been conceived there,[11] for decades after World War II[image: External link] Trump told friends and family that his family was of Swedish origin. According to his nephew John Walter, "He had a lot of Jewish tenants and it wasn't a good thing to be German in those days."[7]

Trump built and operated affordable rental housing[image: External link] via large apartment complexes in New York City, including more than 2,700 low-income multifamily apartments and row houses[image: External link] in the neighborhoods of Coney Island, Bensonhurst, Sheepshead Bay[image: External link], Flatbush[image: External link], and Brighton Beach[image: External link] in Brooklyn[image: External link], and Flushing[image: External link] and Jamaica Estates in Queens.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Fred's son, Donald Trump, joined Trump Management Company in 1968, and rose to become company president in 1971. He renamed it The Trump Organization in 1980. Donald Trump was reported to have received a loan from his father in the mid-1970s of $1 million (variously reported as numerous loans exceeding $14 million).[12] The younger Trump described this as a "very small loan", which allowed him to enter the real estate business in Manhattan[image: External link], while his father stuck to Brooklyn and Queens.[13] "It was good for me," Donald later commented. "You know, being the son of somebody, it could have been competition to me. This way, I got Manhattan all to myself."[7]

During the 1980s, Fred Trump became friends with future-Prime Minister of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link], who was the Israeli Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link].[14]
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 Controversies




On Memorial Day[image: External link] in 1927, the Ku Klux Klan marched in Queens[image: External link] to protest that "Native-born Protestant Americans" were being "assaulted by Roman Catholic police of New York City[image: External link]".[15] Fred Trump was one of seven men who were arrested that day "on a charge of refusing to disperse from a parade when ordered to do so."[15] In 2016, Vice[image: External link] magazine reported on their investigation of earlier newspaper clippings and found that Trump was the only person arrested who was not charged with any crime, leading them to conclude that he could have been a bystander; they also speculated that Trump may have been a member of the KKK, which had gone through a revival in urban areas after 1915.[16] When asked about the issue in September 2015 by The New York Times, Donald Trump, then a candidate for presidency of the United States, denied that his father had been arrested, or that he had been in the KKK.[17]

In 1954, Trump was investigated by a U.S. Senate committee for profiteering from public contracts, including overstating his Beach Haven building charges by US$3.7 million.[3] In testimony before the Senate Banking Committee in 1954, William F. McKenna, appointed to investigate "scandals" within the FHA[image: External link], cited Fred C. Trump and his partner William Tomasello as examples of how profits were made by builders using the FHA.[citation needed[image: External link]] McKenna said the two paid $34,200 for a piece of land which they rented to their corporation for over $60,000 per year in a 99-year lease, so that if the apartment they built on it ever defaulted, the FHA would owe $1.5 million on it. McKenna said that Trump and Tomasello obtained loans for $3.5 million more than the apartments cost.[citation needed[image: External link]] Trump testified before the Senate Banking Committee the following month as it investigated "windfall profits." He said that builders would not have built apartments under an expired post-war loan insurance program if regulations had set inflexible limits on loans issued by the FHA.[18][non-primary source needed[image: External link]][19][non-primary source needed[image: External link]] Folk icon Woody Guthrie[image: External link], who from 1950 was a tenant in one of Trump's apartment complexes in Brooklyn, criticized Trump as a landlord. He wrote lyrics that accused his landlord of stirring up racial hate[image: External link] "in the bloodpot of human hearts".[2]

In 1973, the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice[image: External link] (DOJ) filed a civil rights suit against the Trump Organization (TO; Fred Trump, chair, 27-year-old Donald Trump, president) charging it with "violating the Fair Housing Act of 1968."[20] In response, Trump attorney Roy Cohn filed a counter-suit against the government for $100 million, "portray[ing] the Trumps as the victims," claiming the DOJ's "falsely accusing them of discrimination."[20]

The suits arose after complaints to the New York[image: External link] City Commission on Human Rights[image: External link] and to the Urban League led the League and other groups to send black and white "testers" to apply for apartments in Trump-owned complexes, which led them to conclude that whites got apartments in the buildings of their interest, while blacks generally did not; both advocacy organizations then raised the issue with the Justice Department.[20] As reported by Wayne Barrett[image: External link] and Jon Campbell for The Village Voice[image: External link], citing court records, "four superintendents or rental agents confirmed that applications sent to the [TO] central office for acceptance or rejection were coded by race."[21] An early Village Voice article by Wayne Barrett in 1979 cited court records from the case and reported that a TO rental agent indicated he had been given instructions by Fred Trump "not to rent to blacks" and to "decrease the number of black tenants" by encouraging their relocation to other housing.[22][21] After approximately two years in court, a consent decree[image: External link] between the DOJ and the TO was signed (June 10, 1975), with both sides claiming victory[20]—the TO for its perceived ability to continue to deny rentals to welfare recipients,[22][20] and the head of DOJ’s housing division for the decree being "one of the most far-reaching ever negotiated,"[20][22] as it personally and corporately prohibited the Trumps and the TO from “discriminating against any person in the terms, conditions, or priveleges [sic.] of sale or rental of a dwelling,”[20] and "required Trump to advertise vacancies in minority papers and list vacancies... [preferentially, with a Center of] the Urban League," as well as to use the ads to inform potential minority applicants that they had equal opportunity to seek housing at TO properties.[20] Finally, it required the TO to "promote minorities to professional jobs,"[22] and it ordered the Trumps "to 'thoroughly acquaint themselves personally on a detailed basis' with the Fair Housing Act."[20] The Justice Department would subsequently further complain that continuing "racially discriminatory conduct by Trump agents has occurred with such frequency that it has created a substantial impediment to the full enjoyment of equal opportunity."[ when?[image: External link]][21]
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 Philanthropy




Fred Trump and his wife Mary supported medical charities through the gifts of buildings. Mary Trump received medical care at the Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. Afterward, Fred and Mary contributed a building, the Trump Pavilion, to the medical center.[7][23][24] Community Mainstreaming Associates of Great Neck, which "provides homes for functionally retarded adults," received, in a combined gift to the National Kidney Foundation[image: External link] (New York/New Jersey chapter), a two building complex in Brooklyn;[7][23] the Cerebral Palsy Foundation (New York/New Jersey chapter) also received a building.[7] In addition, Trump made charitable contributions to the Long Island Jewish Hospital[image: External link], and to the Hospital for Special Surgery[image: External link] in Manhattan,[7] and Mrs. Trump served on the Women's Auxiliary of the Jamaica Day Nursery.[23]

Fred Trump supported Jewish and Israeli causes and institutions, including his donation of the land for building the Beach Haven Jewish Center in Flatbush, New York[image: External link],[25] and significant support for Israel Bonds[image: External link], debt securities that trade at a risk-adjusted spread to U.S. Treasury bonds and are issued by the government of Israel.[26]

The Trumps were active in the Salvation Army, the Boy Scouts of America and the Lighthouse for the Blind among other charities.[23] Fred Trump also provided support to the school his children attended, The Kew-Forest School[image: External link],[7] where he served on the board of directors.[27]
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 Personal life




Trump married Mary Anne MacLeod (born May 10, 1912 in Stornoway[image: External link], Scotland[image: External link]) in 1936 and they settled in Jamaica, Queens.[28] Her birthplace is on the Scottish island of Lewis and Harris[image: External link].[29] On May 2, 1930, she emigrated to the United States, leaving Glasgow[image: External link] on the RMS Transylvania[image: External link]. She stated her occupation as "domestic," meaning either a servant or maid in domestic service.[28] She returned to Scotland on the SS Cameronia[image: External link], arriving on September 12, 1934.[citation needed[image: External link]] She traveled on a "re-entry permit" obtained from Washington on March 3, 1934—a permit only granted to immigrants intending to stay and gain U.S. citizenship—where she was again listed as a "domestic", going to live with her sister Catherine Reid.[30][31]

Fred and Mary Trump had five children.[32][33] Their adult, married names and occupations are or were: Maryanne Trump Barry (born 1937), a federal appeals court judge; Frederick Christ "Freddy" Trump, Jr. (1938–1981), an airline pilot with Trans World Airlines[image: External link];[34] Elizabeth Trump Grau (born 1942), an executive assistant at Chase Manhattan Bank[image: External link]; Donald Trump (born 1946), businessman, television personality, and 45th President of the United States;[35] and Robert Trump[image: External link] (born 1948), president of his father's property management company.[32] Freddy Trump, Jr. predeceased his parents, dying at age 42 of complications associated with his alcoholism.[34][36]

Fred Trump suffered from Alzheimer's disease[image: External link] for six years.[7] He fell ill with pneumonia[image: External link] in June 1999 and was admitted to Long Island Jewish Medical Center[image: External link] in New Hyde Park, where he died at age 93 a few weeks later.[37] Trump's estate was estimated by his family at $250 million to $300 million;[7] his funeral was held at the Marble Collegiate Church.[37] He is interred at Lutheran All Faiths Cemetery in Middle Village, Queens[image: External link].[38] His widow, Mary, died the following summer, on August 7, 2000, in New Hyde Park, New York[image: External link], at age 88.[23]
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Mary Anne MacLeod Trump






"Mary Trump" and "Mary Anne Trump" redirect here. For her daughter, see Maryanne Trump Barry


Mary Anne MacLeod Trump (Scottish Gaelic[image: External link]: Màiri Anna NicLeòid; May 10, 1912 – August 7, 2000) was the Scottish-born American mother of the 45th President of the United States[image: External link], Donald Trump.
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 Early life




Mary Anne MacLeod was born in the village of Tong, on Lewis[image: External link] in the Outer Hebrides of Scotland[image: External link], United Kingdom[image: External link], in a croft house[image: External link] numbered "5 Tong" (owned by her father since 1895). She was the youngest of 10 children born to Malcolm MacLeod (1866–1954) and Mary MacLeod ( née[image: External link] Smith; 1867–1963).[1] Her paternal grandparents were Alexander MacLeod and Ann MacLeod and maternal grandparents were Donald Smith and Mary MacAulay. Her family were members of the Church of Scotland[image: External link].

She was raised in a Scottish Gaelic[image: External link]-speaking household with her second language being English, which she learned at Tong school where it was reported she was a star pupil. Her father was a crofter[image: External link], fisherman[image: External link] and compulsory officer (truancy officer[image: External link]).[2][3][4]
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 Emigration to United States




According to the Scottish newspaper The National[image: External link], Mary Anne MacLeod was issued immigration visa number 26698 at Glasgow[image: External link] on February 17, 1930. On May 2, 1930, MacLeod departed Glasgow on board the RMS Transylvania[image: External link] arriving in New York City[image: External link] on May 11, 1930‍—‌one day after her 18th birthday, declaring she intended to become a U.S. citizen and would be staying permanently in America.[2][3][4]

Arriving in America with just $50, MacLeod lived with her older sister Christina Matheson on Long Island[image: External link] and worked as a domestic servant for at least four years. The 1930 United States Census[image: External link] lists her occupation as maid or domestic.[2][3][4]

Though the 1940 U.S. Census form filed by Mary Anne and Fred Trump stated that she was a naturalized citizen, her naturalization did not actually take place until March 10, 1942.[2][3][4]
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 Personal life




In the early 1930s, MacLeod is reported to have met Fred Trump at a dance where they fell in love. They married in January 1936, the wedding reception for the 25 guests being held at the Carlyle Hotel[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link]. On April 5, 1937, she gave birth to their first child Maryanne, followed by Fredrick Jr. (1938–1981), Elizabeth (1942), Donald (1946), and Robert[image: External link] (1948).[2][3][4]
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 Later life and death




On October 31, 1991, 79-year-old Mary Anne Trump was mugged[image: External link] and beaten near her home in Queens, New York. She sustained broken ribs, facial bruises, several fractures, a brain hemorrhage, and permanent damage to her sight and hearing.[5][6] A delivery truck driver named Lawrence Herbert apprehended her 16-year-old assailant, and Donald Trump rewarded Herbert with a check that kept him from losing his home to a foreclosure.[7][4]

Her husband Fred Trump died at age 93 in June 1999.[2][3][4] MacLeod died a year later on August 7, 2000 in New Hyde Park, New York[image: External link],[8] at age 88 and was buried alongside her husband and son (Fred Jr.) at Lutheran All Faiths Cemetery in Middle Village, Queens[image: External link].[9] The death notice in her Scottish hometown newspaper, the Stornoway Gazette[image: External link], read: Peacefully in New York on August 7, Mary Ann Trump, aged 88 years. Daughter of the late Malcolm and Mary MacLeod, 5 Tong. Much missed.[2][3][4]
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White House






For other uses, see White House (disambiguation)[image: External link] and 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue (disambiguation)[image: External link].

See also: Executive Office of the President of the United States, White House Office[image: External link], and List of residences of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]


The White House is the official residence[image: External link] and workplace of the President of the United States, located at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue[image: External link] NW[image: External link] in Washington, D.C. It has been the residence of every U.S. president since John Adams in 1800. The term White House is often used as a metonym[image: External link] for the president and his advisers, as in "The White House announced that...".

The residence was designed by Irish-born architect James Hoban[image: External link][2] in the Neoclassical style[image: External link]. Construction took place between 1792 and 1800 using Aquia Creek sandstone[image: External link] painted white. When Thomas Jefferson moved into the house in 1801, he (with architect Benjamin Henry Latrobe[image: External link]) added low colonnades[image: External link] on each wing that concealed stables and storage.[3] In 1814, during the War of 1812[image: External link], the mansion was set ablaze by the British Army[image: External link] in the Burning of Washington[image: External link], destroying the interior and charring much of the exterior. Reconstruction began almost immediately, and President James Monroe moved into the partially reconstructed Executive Residence[image: External link] in October 1817. Exterior construction continued with the addition of the semi-circular South portico in 1824 and the North portico in 1829.

Because of crowding within the executive mansion itself, President Theodore Roosevelt had all work offices relocated to the newly constructed West Wing[image: External link] in 1901. Eight years later in 1909, President William Howard Taft expanded the West Wing and created the first Oval Office, which was eventually moved as the section was expanded. In the main mansion, the third-floor attic[image: External link] was converted to living quarters in 1927 by augmenting the existing hip roof[image: External link] with long shed dormers. A newly constructed East Wing[image: External link] was used as a reception area for social events; Jefferson's colonnades connected the new wings. East Wing alterations were completed in 1946, creating additional office space. By 1948, the house's load-bearing exterior walls and internal wood beams were found to be close to failure. Under Harry S. Truman, the interior rooms were completely dismantled and a new internal load-bearing steel frame[image: External link] constructed inside the walls. Once this work was completed, the interior rooms were rebuilt.

The modern-day White House complex includes the Executive Residence, West Wing, East Wing, the Eisenhower Executive Office Building[image: External link]—the former State Department, which now houses offices for the President's staff and the Vice President—and Blair House[image: External link], a guest residence. The Executive Residence is made up of six stories—the Ground Floor, State Floor, Second Floor, and Third Floor, as well as a two-story basement[image: External link]. The property is a National Heritage Site[image: External link] owned by the National Park Service[image: External link] and is part of the President's Park[image: External link]. In 2007, it was ranked second[4] on the American Institute of Architects[image: External link] list of "America's Favorite Architecture[image: External link]".
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 1789–1800




Following his April 1789 inauguration, President George Washington[image: External link] occupied two executive mansions in New York City: the Samuel Osgood House[image: External link] at 3 Cherry Street (April 1789 – February 1790), and the Alexander Macomb House[image: External link] at 39–41 Broadway (February–August 1790). In May 1790, New York began construction of Government House[image: External link] for his official residence, but he never occupied it. The national capital moved to Philadelphia in December 1790.

The July 1790 Residence Act[image: External link] named Philadelphia[image: External link], Pennsylvania the temporary national capital for a 10-year period while the Federal City was under construction. The City of Philadelphia rented Robert Morris[image: External link]'s city house[image: External link] at 190 High Street (now 524–30 Market Street) for Washington's presidential residence. The first president occupied the Market Street mansion from November 1790 to March 1797, and altered it in ways that may have influenced the design of the White House. As part of a futile effort to have Philadelphia named the permanent national capital, Pennsylvania built a much grander presidential mansion several blocks away, but Washington declined to occupy it.

President John Adams also occupied the Market Street mansion from March 1797 to May 1800. On Saturday,[5] November 1, 1800,[6] he became the first president to occupy the White House. The President's House in Philadelphia[image: External link] became a hotel and was demolished in 1832, while the unused presidential mansion became home to the University of Pennsylvania.
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 Architectural competition




The President's House was a major feature of Pierre (Peter) Charles L'Enfant's[image: External link]' plan for the newly established federal city, Washington, D.C. (see: L'Enfant Plan[image: External link]).[7][8] The architect of the White House was chosen in a design competition[image: External link] which received nine proposals, including one submitted anonymously by Thomas Jefferson.[9]

President Washington visited Charleston, South Carolina[image: External link] in May 1791 on his "Southern Tour", and saw the under-construction Charleston County Courthouse[image: External link] designed by Irish architect James Hoban[image: External link]. He is reputed to have met with Hoban then. The following year, he summoned the architect to Philadelphia and met with him in June 1792.[10]

On July 16, 1792, the President met with the commissioners of the federal city to make his judgment in the architectural competition. His review is recorded as being brief, and he quickly selected Hoban's submission.[11]

Washington was not entirely pleased with the original submission, however; he found it too small, lacking ornament, and not monumental enough to house the nation's president. On his recommendation, the house was changed from three stories to two, and was widened from a nine-bay facade to an 11-bay facade. Hoban's competition drawings do not survive.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Design influences




The building has classical inspiration sources, that could be found directly or indirectly in the Roman architect Vitruvius[image: External link] or in Andrea Palladio[image: External link] styles; Palladio being an Italian architect of the Renaissance[image: External link] which had a considerable influence on the Western architecture (Palladian architecture[image: External link]). The building Hoban designed is verifiably influenced by the upper floors of Leinster House[image: External link], in Dublin[image: External link], which later became the seat of the Oireachtas[image: External link] (the Irish parliament).[12] Several other Georgian-era Irish country houses have been suggested as sources of inspiration for the overall floor plan, details like the bow-fronted south front, and interior details like the former niches in the present Blue Room[image: External link]. These influences, though undocumented, are cited in the official White House guide, and in White House Historical Association[image: External link] publications. The first official White House guide, published in 1962, suggested a link between Hoban's design for the South Portico and Château de Rastignac[image: External link], a neoclassical country house located in La Bachellerie[image: External link] in the Dordogne[image: External link] region of France and designed by Mathurin Salat. Construction on the French house was initially started before 1789, interrupted by the French Revolution[image: External link] for twenty years and then finally built 1812–1817 (based on Salat's pre-1789 design).[13] The theoretical link between the two houses has been criticized because Hoban did not visit France. Supporters of a connection posit that Thomas Jefferson, during his tour of Bordeaux[image: External link] in 1789, viewed Salat's architectural drawings (which were on-file at the College) at the École Spéciale d'Architecture[image: External link] (Bordeaux Architectural College).[14] On his return to the U.S. he then shared the influence with Washington, Hoban, Monroe, and Benjamin Henry Latrobe[image: External link].[13]
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 Construction




Construction of the White House began with the laying of the cornerstone on October 13, 1792, although there was no formal ceremony.[15] The main residence, as well as foundations of the house, were built largely by enslaved[image: External link] and free African-American[image: External link] laborers, as well as employed Europeans.[16] Much of the other work on the house was performed by immigrants, many not yet with citizenship. The sandstone walls were erected by Scottish[image: External link] immigrants, employed by Hoban,[17] as were the high-relief rose and garland decorations above the north entrance and the "fish scale" pattern beneath the pediments of the window hoods. The initial construction took place over a period of eight years, at a reported cost of $232,371.83 (equal to $3,279,177 today). Although not yet completed, the White House was ready for occupancy circa November 1, 1800.[18]

Shortages, including material and labor, forced alterations to the earlier plan developed by French engineer Pierre Charles L'Enfant[image: External link] for a "palace" that was five times larger than the house that was eventually built.[17] The finished structure contained only two main floors instead of the planned three, and a less costly brick served as a lining for the stone façades. When construction was finished, the porous sandstone walls were whitewashed[image: External link] with a mixture of lime, rice glue, casein, and lead, giving the house its familiar color and name.[17]

As it is a famed structure in America, several replicas of the White House[image: External link] have been constructed.
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 Architectural description




The north front is the principal façade of the White House and consists of three floors and eleven bays. The ground floor is hidden by a raised carriage ramp and parapet[image: External link], thus the façade appears to be of two floors. The central three bays are behind a prostyle portico[image: External link] (this was a later addition to the house, built circa 1830) serving, thanks to the carriage ramp, as a porte cochere[image: External link]. The windows of the four bays flanking the portico, at first-floor level, have alternating pointed and segmented pediments[image: External link], while at second-floor level the pediments are flat. The principal entrance at the center of the portico is surmounted by a lunette[image: External link] fanlight[image: External link]. Above the entrance is a sculpted floral festoon[image: External link]. The roofline is hidden by a balustraded parapet[image: External link].

The mansion's southern façade is a combination of the Palladian[image: External link] and neoclassical styles of architecture. It is of three floors, all visible. The ground floor is rusticated[image: External link] in the Palladian fashion. At the center of the façade is a neoclassical projecting bow of three bays. The bow is flanked by five bays, the windows of which, as on the north façade, have alternating segmented and pointed pediments at first-floor level. The bow has a ground floor double staircase[image: External link] leading to an Ionic[image: External link] colonnaded[image: External link] loggia[image: External link] (with the Truman Balcony[image: External link] at second-floor level), known as the south portico. The more modern third floor is hidden by a balustraded parapet and plays no part in the composition of the façade.
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 Naming conventions




The building was originally variously referred to as the "President's Palace", "Presidential Mansion", or "President's House".[19] The earliest evidence of the public calling it the "White House" was recorded in 1811.[20] A myth emerged that during the rebuilding of the structure after the Burning of Washington[image: External link], white paint was applied to mask the burn damage it had suffered,[21] giving the building its namesake hue.[22] The name "Executive Mansion" was used in official contexts until President Theodore Roosevelt established the formal name by having "White House–Washington" engraved on the stationery in 1901.[23][24] The current letterhead wording and arrangement "The White House" with the word "Washington" centered beneath goes back to the administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt.[24]

Although the structure was not completed until some years after the presidency of George Washington, there is speculation that the name of the traditional residence of the President of the United States may have derived from Martha Washington[image: External link]'s home, White House Plantation[image: External link] in Virginia, where the nation's first President had courted the First Lady in the mid-18th century.[25]
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 Evolution of the White House
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 Early use, the 1814 fire, and rebuilding




On Saturday, November 1, 1800, John Adams became the first president to take residence in the building.[17] During Adams' second day in the house, he wrote a letter to his wife Abigail, containing a prayer for the house. Adams wrote:


I pray Heaven to bestow the best of blessings on this House, and all that shall hereafter inhabit it. May none but honest and wise men ever rule under this roof.[26]



Franklin D. Roosevelt had Adams's blessing carved into the mantel in the State Dining Room.[26]

Adams lived in the house only briefly before Thomas Jefferson moved into the "pleasant country residence"[27] in 1801. Despite his complaints that the house was too big ("big enough for two emperors, one pope, and the grand lama in the bargain"[28]), Jefferson considered how the White House might be added to. With Benjamin Henry Latrobe[image: External link], he helped lay out the design for the East and West Colonnades, small wings that help conceal the domestic operations of laundry, a stable and storage.[17] Today, Jefferson's colonnades link the residence with the East and West Wings.[17]

In 1814, during the War of 1812[image: External link], the White House was set ablaze by British troops[29] during the Burning of Washington[image: External link], in retaliation for burning Upper Canada[image: External link]'s Parliament Buildings[image: External link] in the Battle of York[image: External link]; much of Washington was affected by these fires as well. Only the exterior walls remained, and they had to be torn down and mostly reconstructed because of weakening from the fire and subsequent exposure to the elements, except for portions of the south wall. Of the numerous objects taken from the White House when it was ransacked by British troops, only two have been recovered. Employees and slaves rescued a painting of George Washington,[29] and in 1939, a Canadian man returned a jewelry box to President Franklin D. Roosevelt, claiming that his grandfather had taken it from Washington. Some observers allege that most of these spoils were lost when a convoy of British ships led by HMS Fantome[image: External link] sank en route to Halifax[image: External link] off Prospect[image: External link] during a storm on the night of November 24, 1814,[30][31] even though Fantome had no involvement in that action.[32]

After the fire, President James Madison resided in The Octagon House[image: External link] from 1814 to 1815, and then the Seven Buildings[image: External link] from 1815 to the end of his term.[33] Meanwhile, both architect Benjamin Henry Latrobe and Hoban contributed to the design and oversight of the reconstruction, which lasted from 1815 until 1817. The south portico[image: External link] was constructed in 1824 during the James Monroe administration; the north portico was built six years later.[17] Though Latrobe proposed similar porticos before the fire in 1814, both porticos were built as designed by Hoban.[34] An elliptical portico at Château de Rastignac[image: External link] in La Bachellerie, France with nearly identical curved stairs is speculated as the source of inspiration due to its similarity with the South Portico,[35] although this matter is one of great debate.[36] Italian artisans, brought to Washington to help in constructing the U.S. Capitol[image: External link], carved the decorative stonework on both porticos. Contrary to speculation, the North Portico was not modeled on a similar portico on another Dublin building, the Viceregal Lodge[image: External link] (now Áras an Uachtaráin, residence of the President of Ireland[image: External link]), for its portico postdates the White House porticos' design.[35] For the North Portico, a variation on the Ionic Order[image: External link] was devised incorporating a swag of roses between the volutes. This was done to link the new portico with the earlier carved roses above the entrance.
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 Overcrowding and building the West Wing




By the time of the American Civil War[image: External link], the White House had become overcrowded. The location of the White House was questioned, just north of a canal and swampy lands, which provided conditions ripe for malaria[image: External link] and other unhealthy conditions.[37] Brigadier General Nathaniel Michler was tasked to propose solutions to address these concerns. He proposed abandoning the use of the White House as a residence and designed a new estate for the first family at Meridian Hill[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., but Congress rejected the plan.[37]

When Chester Arthur[image: External link] took office in 1881, he ordered renovations to the White House to take place as soon as the recently widowed Lucretia Garfield[image: External link] moved out. Arthur inspected the work almost nightly and made several suggestions. Louis Comfort Tiffany[image: External link] was asked to send selected designers to assist. Over twenty wagonloads of furniture and household items were removed from the building and sold at a public auction[image: External link].[38] All that was saved were bust portraits of John Adams and Martin Van Buren.[39] A proposal was made to build a new residence south of the White House, but it failed to gain support.

In the fall of 1882 work was done on the main corridor, including tinting the walls pale olive and adding squares of gold leaf[image: External link], and decorating the ceiling in gold and silver, and colorful traceries[image: External link] woven to spell "USA". The Red Room was painted a dull Pomeranian red, and its ceiling was decorated with gold, silver, and copper stars and stripes of red, white, and blue. A fifty-foot jeweled Tiffany[image: External link] glass screen, supported by imitation marble columns, replaced the glass doors that separated the main corridor from the north vestibule.[40][41]

In 1891, First Lady Caroline Harrison[image: External link] proposed major extensions to the White House, including a National Wing on the east for a historical art gallery, and a wing on the west for official functions.[37] A plan was devised by Colonel Theodore A. Bingham, which reflected the Harrison proposal.[37] These plans were ultimately rejected.

However, in 1902 Theodore Roosevelt hired McKim, Mead & White[image: External link] to carry out expansions and renovations in a neoclassical style suited to the building's architecture, removing the Tiffany screen and all Victorian additions.[42][43] Charles McKim[image: External link] himself designed and managed the project, which gave more living space to the President's large family by removing a staircase in the West Hall and moving executive office staff from the second floor of the residence into the new West Wing.[17]

President William Howard Taft enlisted the help of architect Nathan C. Wyeth[image: External link] to add additional space to the West Wing, which included the addition of the Oval Office.[37] In 1925, Congress enacted legislation allowing the White House to accept gifts of furniture and art for the first time.[44] The West Wing was damaged by fire in 1929, but rebuilt during the remaining years of the Herbert Hoover presidency. In the 1930s, a second story was added, as well as a larger basement for White House staff, and President Franklin Roosevelt had the Oval Office moved to its present location: adjacent to the Rose Garden[image: External link].[17]
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 Truman reconstruction




Main article: White House Reconstruction[image: External link]


Decades of poor maintenance, the construction of a fourth story attic during the Coolidge administration, and the addition of a second-floor balcony over the south portico for Harry S. Truman[45] took a great toll on the brick and sandstone structure built around a timber frame.[17] By 1948, the house was declared to be in imminent danger of collapse, forcing President Truman to commission a reconstruction and to live across the street at Blair House[image: External link] from 1949 to 1951.[46] The work, done by the firm of Philadelphia[image: External link] contractor John McShain[image: External link], required the complete dismantling of the interior spaces, construction of a new load-bearing internal steel frame and the reconstruction of the original rooms within the new structure.[45] The total cost of the renovations was about $5.7 million (US$ 53 million in 2017).[47] Some modifications to the floor plan were made, the largest being the repositioning of the grand staircase to open into the Entrance Hall, rather than the Cross Hall.[45] Central air conditioning was added, as well as two additional sub-basements providing space for workrooms, storage, and a bomb shelter.[17] The Trumans moved back into the White House on March 27, 1952.[17] While the house's structure was kept intact by the Truman reconstruction, much of the new interior finishes were generic, and of little historic value. Much of the original plasterwork, some dating back to the 1814–1816 rebuilding, was too damaged to reinstall, as was the original robust Beaux Arts paneling in the East Room. President Truman had the original timber frame sawed into paneling; the walls of the Vermeil Room[image: External link], Library[image: External link], China Room[image: External link], and Map Room[image: External link] on the ground floor of the main residence were paneled in wood from the timbers.[48]
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 Jacqueline Kennedy restoration




Jacqueline Kennedy[image: External link], wife of President John F. Kennedy (1961–63), directed a very extensive and historic redecoration of the house. She enlisted the help of Henry Francis du Pont[image: External link] of the Winterthur Museum[image: External link] to assist in collecting artifacts for the mansion, many of which had once been housed there.[49] Other antiques, fine paintings, and improvements of the Kennedy period were donated to the White House by wealthy philanthropists, including the Crowninshield family[image: External link], Jane Engelhard[image: External link], Jayne Wrightsman[image: External link], and the Oppenheimer family. Stéphane Boudin[image: External link] of the House of Jansen[image: External link], a Paris interior-design firm that had been recognized worldwide, was employed by Mrs. Kennedy to assist with the decoration.[49] Different periods of the early republic and world history were selected as a theme for each room: the Federal style for the Green Room[image: External link], French Empire for the Blue Room[image: External link], American Empire for the Red Room[image: External link], Louis XVI for the Yellow Oval Room[image: External link], and Victorian for the president's study, renamed the Treaty Room[image: External link]. Antique furniture was acquired, and decorative fabric and trim based on period documents was produced and installed. The Kennedy restoration resulted in a more authentic White House of grander stature, which recalled the French taste of Madison and Monroe.[49] In the Diplomatic Reception Room[image: External link] Mrs. Kennedy installed an antique "Vue de l'Amérique Nord" wall paper which Zuber & Cie[image: External link] had designed in 1834. The wallpaper had hung previously on the walls of another mansion until 1961 when that house was demolished for a grocery store. Just before the demolition, the wallpaper was salvaged and sold to the White House.

The first White House guidebook was produced under the direction of curator Lorraine Waxman Pearce with direct supervision from Mrs. Kennedy.[50] Sale of the guidebook helped finance the restoration.

Kennedy showed her restoration of the White House to the public in a televised tour of the house[image: External link] on Valentine's Day[image: External link] in 1962.[51]
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 The White House since the Kennedy restoration




Congress enacted legislation in September 1961 declaring the White House a museum. Furniture, fixtures, and decorative arts could now be declared either historic or of artistic interest by the President. This prevented them from being sold (as many objects in the executive mansion had been in the past 150 years). When not in use or display at the White House, these items were to be turned over to the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link] for preservation, study, storage, or exhibition. The White House retains the right to have these items returned.[52]

Out of respect for the historic character of the White House, no substantive architectural changes have been made to the house since the Truman renovation.[53] Since the Kennedy restoration, every presidential family has made some changes to the private quarters of the White House, but the Committee for the Preservation of the White House[image: External link] must approve any modifications to the State Rooms. Charged with maintaining the historical integrity of the White House, the congressionally authorized committee works with each First Family—usually represented by the First Lady, the White House Curator[image: External link], and the Chief Usher[image: External link]—to implement the family's proposals for altering the house.[54]

During the Nixon administration (1969–74), First Lady Pat Nixon[image: External link] refurbished the Green Room, Blue Room, and Red Room, working with Clement Conger, the curator appointed by President Richard Nixon.[55] Mrs. Nixon's efforts brought more than 600 artifacts to the house, the largest acquisition by any administration.[56] Her husband created the modern press briefing room over Franklin Roosevelt[image: External link]'s old swimming pool.[57] Nixon also added a single-lane bowling alley to the White House basement.[58]

Computers and the first laser printer were added during the Carter administration, and the use of computer technology was expanded during the Reagan administration.[59] A Carter-era innovation, a set of solar water heating panels[image: External link] that were mounted on the roof of the White House, was removed during Reagan's presidency.[60][61] Redecorations were made to the private family quarters and maintenance was made to public areas during the Reagan years.[62] The house was accredited as a museum in 1988.[62]

In the 1990s, Bill and Hillary Clinton refurbished some rooms with the assistance of Arkansas[image: External link] decorator Kaki Hockersmith, including the Oval Office, the East Room, Blue Room, State Dining Room[image: External link], Lincoln Bedroom, and Lincoln Sitting Room.[63] During the administration of George W. Bush, First Lady Laura Bush[image: External link] refurbished the Lincoln Bedroom in a style contemporary with the Lincoln era; the Green Room, Cabinet Room[image: External link], and theater were also refurbished.[63]

The White House became one of the first wheelchair-accessible government buildings in Washington when modifications were made during the presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt, who used a wheelchair because of his paralytic illness[image: External link]. In the 1990s, Hillary Clinton, at the suggestion of Visitors Office Director Melinda N. Bates, approved the addition of a ramp in the East Wing corridor. It allowed easy wheelchair[image: External link] access for the public tours and special events that enter through the secure entrance building on the east side.

In 2003, the Bush administration reinstalled solar thermal heaters.[61] These units are used to heat water for landscape maintenance personnel and for the presidential pool and spa. 167 solar photovoltaic grid tied panels were installed at the same time on the roof of the maintenance facility. The changes were not publicized as a White House spokeswoman said the changes were an internal matter. The story was picked up by industry trade journals.[64]

In 2013, President Barack Obama installed a set of solar panels[image: External link] on the roof of the White House.[65][66]

The president usually travels to and from the White House grounds via official motorcade[image: External link] or helicopter. The journey by helicopter was inaugurated in the 1950s, when President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] began traveling on Marine One[image: External link] to and from his official residence.[67]
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 Layout and amenities




Today the group of buildings housing the presidency is known as the White House Complex. It includes the central Executive Residence[image: External link] flanked by the East Wing[image: External link] and West Wing[image: External link]. The Chief Usher[image: External link] coordinates day to day household operations. The White House includes: six stories and 55,000 ft2 (5,100 m2) of floor space, 132 rooms and 35 bathrooms, 412 doors, 147 windows, twenty-eight fireplaces, eight staircases, three elevators, five full-time chefs, a tennis court, a (single-lane) bowling alley (officially called the Harry S. Truman Bowling Alley), a movie theater (officially called the White House Family Theater[image: External link][68]), a jogging track, a swimming pool, and a putting green.[24] It receives up to 30,000 visitors each week.[69]
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 Executive Residence




Main article: Executive Residence[image: External link]


The original residence is in the center. Two colonnades[image: External link]—one on the east and one on the west—designed by Jefferson, now serve to connect the East and West Wings, added later. The Executive Residence[image: External link] houses the president's dwelling, as well as rooms for ceremonies and official entertaining. The State Floor of the residence building includes the East Room[image: External link], Green Room[image: External link], Blue Room[image: External link], Red Room[image: External link], State Dining Room[image: External link], Family Dining Room[image: External link], Cross Hall[image: External link], Entrance Hall[image: External link], and Grand Staircase[image: External link].[70] The Ground Floor is made up of the Diplomatic Reception Room[image: External link], Map Room[image: External link], China Room[image: External link], Vermeil Room[image: External link], Library[image: External link], the main kitchen, and other offices.[71] The second floor family residence includes the Yellow Oval Room[image: External link], East[image: External link] and West Sitting Halls[image: External link], the White House Master Bedroom, President's Dining Room[image: External link], the Treaty Room[image: External link], Lincoln Bedroom[image: External link] and Queens' Bedroom[image: External link], as well as two additional bedrooms, a smaller kitchen, and a private dressing room.[72] The third floor consists of the White House Solarium, Game Room, Linen Room, a Diet Kitchen, and another sitting room (previously used as President George W. Bush's workout room).[73]
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 West Wing




Main article: West Wing[image: External link]


The West Wing houses the President's office (the Oval Office) and offices of his senior staff, with room for about 50 employees. It also includes the Cabinet Room[image: External link], where the president conducts business meetings and where the Cabinet meets,[74] as well as the White House Situation Room[image: External link], James S. Brady Press Briefing Room[image: External link], and Roosevelt Room[image: External link].[75] In 2007, work was completed on renovations of the press briefing room, adding fiber optic[image: External link] cables and LCD[image: External link] screens for the display of charts and graphs.[76] The makeover took 11 months and cost $8 million, of which news outlets paid $2 million.[76] In September 2010, a two-year project[image: External link] began on the West Wing, creating a multistory underground structure;[77] this will be followed with additional renovation of the wing.[78]

The Oval Office, Roosevelt Room, and other portions of the West Wing were partially replicated on a sound stage[image: External link] and used as the setting[image: External link] for the popular television show The West Wing[image: External link].[79]
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 East Wing




Main article: East Wing[image: External link]


The East Wing, which contains additional office space, was added to the White House in 1942. Among its uses, the East Wing has intermittently housed the offices and staff of the First Lady, and the White House Social Office. Rosalynn Carter[image: External link], in 1977, was the first to place her personal office in the East Wing and to formally call it the "Office of the First Lady". The East Wing was built during World War II[image: External link] in order to hide the construction of an underground bunker to be used in emergencies. The bunker has come to be known as the Presidential Emergency Operations Center[image: External link].
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 Grounds




The White House and grounds cover just over 18 acres (about 7.3 hectares). Before the construction of the North Portico, most public events were entered from the South Lawn[image: External link], which was graded and planted by Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson also drafted a planting plan for the North Lawn[image: External link] that included large trees that would have mostly obscured the house from Pennsylvania Avenue. During the mid-to-late 19th century a series of ever larger greenhouses[image: External link] were built on the west side of the house, where the current West Wing is located. During this period, the North Lawn was planted with ornate carpet-style flowerbeds. The general layout of the White House grounds today is based on the 1935 design by Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.[image: External link] of the Olmsted Brothers[image: External link] firm, commissioned by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. During the Kennedy administration, the White House Rose Garden[image: External link] was redesigned by Rachel Lambert Mellon[image: External link]. The Rose Garden borders the West Colonnade. Bordering the East Colonnade is the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden[image: External link], which was begun by Jacqueline Kennedy[image: External link] but completed after her husband's assassination. On the weekend of June 23, 2006, a century-old American Elm (Ulmus americana L.)[image: External link] tree on the north side of the building, came down during one of the many storms amid intense flooding[image: External link]. Among the oldest trees on the grounds are several magnolias (Magnolia grandiflora[image: External link]) planted by Andrew Jackson. Michelle Obama planted the White House's first organic garden and installed beehives on the South Lawn of the White House, which will supply organic produce and honey to the First Family and for state dinners and other official gatherings.[80]
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 Public access and security




See also: White House Visitors Office[image: External link] and List of White House security breaches[image: External link]
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 Historical accessibility




Like the English and Irish country houses it was modeled on, the White House was, from the start, open to the public until the early part of the 20th century. President Thomas Jefferson held an open house for his second inaugural in 1805, and many of the people at his swearing-in ceremony at the Capitol[image: External link] followed him home, where he greeted them in the Blue Room[image: External link]. Those open houses sometimes became rowdy: in 1829, President Andrew Jackson had to leave for a hotel when roughly 20,000 citizens celebrated his inauguration inside the White House. His aides ultimately had to lure the mob outside with washtubs filled with a potent cocktail of orange juice and whiskey. Even so, the practice continued until 1885, when newly elected Grover Cleveland arranged for a presidential review of the troops from a grandstand in front of the White House instead of the traditional open house. Jefferson also permitted public tours of his house, which have continued ever since, except during wartime, and began the tradition of annual receptions on New Year's Day and on the Fourth of July. Those receptions ended in the early 1930s, although President Bill Clinton would briefly revive the New Year's Day open house in his first term.

The White House remained accessible in other ways; President Abraham Lincoln complained that he was constantly beleaguered by job seekers waiting to ask him for political appointments or other favors, or eccentric dispensers of advice like "General" Daniel Pratt[image: External link], as he began the business day. Lincoln put up with the annoyance rather than risk alienating some associate or friend of a powerful politician or opinion maker.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Aviation incidents




In February 1974, a stolen army helicopter landed without authorization on the White House's grounds.[81] Twenty years later, in 1994, a light plane crashed on the White House grounds, and the pilot died instantly.[82]

As a result of increased security regarding air traffic in the capital, the White House was evacuated in May 2005 before an unauthorized aircraft could approach the grounds.[83]
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 Closure of Pennsylvania Avenue




On May 20, 1995, primarily as a response to the Oklahoma City bombing[image: External link] of April 19, 1995, the United States Secret Service[image: External link] closed off Pennsylvania Avenue to vehicular traffic in front of the White House from the eastern edge of Lafayette Park to 17th Street. Later, the closure was extended an additional block to the east to 15th Street, and East Executive Avenue, a small street between the White House and the Treasury Building[image: External link].

After September 11, 2001[image: External link], this was made permanent in addition to closing E Street between the South Portico of the White House and the Ellipse[image: External link].[84] In response to the Boston Marathon bombing[image: External link] the road was closed to the public in its entirety for a period of two days.

The Pennsylvania Avenue closing has been opposed by organized civic groups in Washington, D.C. They argue that the closing impedes traffic flow unnecessarily and is inconsistent with the well-conceived historic plan for the city. As for security considerations, they note that the White House is set much farther back from the street than numerous other sensitive federal buildings are.[85]

Prior to its inclusion within the fenced compound that now includes the Old Executive Office Building[image: External link] to the west and the Treasury Building to the east, this sidewalk served as a queuing area for the daily public tours of the White House. These tours were suspended in the wake of the September 11 attacks[image: External link]. In September 2003, they resumed on a limited basis for groups making prior arrangements through their Congressional representatives or embassies in Washington for foreign nationals and submitting to background checks, but the White House remained closed to the public.[86] White House tours were suspended for most of 2013 due to budget constraints after sequestration[image: External link].[87] The White House reopened to the public in November 2013.[88]
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 Protection




The White House Complex is protected by the United States Secret Service[image: External link] and the United States Park Police[image: External link].

NASAMS[image: External link] (Norwegian Advanced Surface to Air Missile System) were used to guard air space over Washington, D.C. during the 2005 presidential inauguration. The same NASAMS units have since been used to protect the president and all air space around the White House, which is strictly prohibited to aircraft.[89][90]
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Alma Mater






For other uses, see Alma mater (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Alma mater ( Latin[image: External link]: alma[image: External link] "nourishing/kind", mater[image: External link] "mother"; pl. [rarely used] almae matres) is an allegorical[image: External link] Latin phrase for a university[image: External link] or college[image: External link]. In modern usage, it is a school or university which an individual has attended, or a song or hymn associated with a school[image: External link].[1] The phrase is variously translated as "nourishing mother", "nursing mother", or "fostering mother", suggesting that a school provides intellectual nourishment to its students.[2] Fine arts will often depict educational institutions using a robed woman as a visual metaphor.

Before its modern usage, Alma mater was an honorific title[image: External link] for various Latin mother goddesses[image: External link], especially Ceres[image: External link] or Cybele[image: External link],[3] and later in Catholicism for the Virgin Mary[image: External link]. It entered academic usage when the University of Bologna[image: External link] adopted the motto "Alma Mater Studiorum" ("nurturing mother of studies"), which describes its heritage as the oldest operating university in the Western world[4]. It is related to alumnus[image: External link], a term used for a university graduate that literally means a "nursling" or "one who is nourished".[5]



TOP
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 Etymology




Although alma (nourishing) was a common epithet for Ceres[image: External link], Cybele[image: External link], Venus[image: External link], and other mother goddesses, it was not frequently used in conjunction with mater in classical Latin.[6] In the Oxford Latin Dictionary[image: External link], the phrase is attributed to Lucretius' De rerum natura[image: External link], where it is used as an epithet to describe an earth goddess:



	

Denique caelesti sumus omnes semine oriundi

omnibus ille idem pater est, unde alma liquentis

umoris guttas mater cum terra recepit (2.991–93)




	

We are all sprung from that celestial seed,

all of us have same father, from whom earth,

the nourishing mother, receives drops of liquid moisture








After the fall of Rome[image: External link], the term came into Christian liturgical usage in association with the Virgin Mary[image: External link]. "Alma Redemptoris Mater[image: External link]" is a well-known 11th century antiphon[image: External link] devoted to Mary.[6]

The earliest documented English use of the term to refer to a university is in 1600, when University of Cambridge[image: External link] printer John Legate began using an emblem for the university's press[image: External link].[7][8] The device's first-known appearance is on the title-page of William Perkins[image: External link]' A Golden Chain, where the phrase Alma Mater Cantabrigia ("nourishing mother Cambridge") is inscribed on a pedestal bearing a nude, lactating woman wearing a mural crown[image: External link].[9][10] In English etymological reference works, the first university-related usage is often cited in 1710, when an academic mother-figure is mentioned in a remembrance of Henry More[image: External link] by Richard Ward.[11][12]
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 Special usage




Many historic European universities have adopted Alma Mater as part of the Latin translation of their official name. The University of Bologna[image: External link] Latin name, Alma Mater Studiorum (nourishing mother of studies), refers to its status as the oldest continuously operating university in the world[image: External link]. Other European universities, such as the Alma Mater Lipsiensis[image: External link] in Leipzig, Germany, or Alma Mater Jagiellonica[image: External link], Poland, have similarly used the expression in conjunction with geographical or foundational characteristics. At least one, the Alma Mater Europaea[image: External link] in Salzburg[image: External link], Austria, an international university founded by the European Academy of Sciences and Arts[image: External link] in 2010, uses the term as its official name

In the United States, the College of William & Mary[image: External link] in Williamsburg, Virginia[image: External link], has been called the "Alma Mater of the Nation" because of its ties to the country's founding.[13] At Queen's University[image: External link] in Kingston, Ontario[image: External link], and the University of British Columbia[image: External link] in Vancouver, British Columbia, the main student government is known as the Alma Mater Society.
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 Monuments




The ancient Roman world had many statues of the Alma Mater, some still extant (e.g., at the Palatine Hill[image: External link] in Rome).

Modern sculptures are found in prominent locations on several American university campuses. For example, in the United States: there is a well-known bronze statue of Alma Mater[image: External link] by Daniel Chester French[image: External link] situated on the steps of Columbia University's Low Library[image: External link]; the University of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign[image: External link] also has an Alma Mater[image: External link] statue by Lorado Taft[image: External link]. An altarpiece mural in Yale University's Sterling Memorial Library[image: External link], painted in 1932 by Eugene Savage[image: External link], depicts the Alma Mater as a bearer of light and truth, standing in the midst of the personified arts and sciences.

Outside the United States, there is an Alma Mater sculpture on the steps of the monumental entrance to the Universidad de La Habana[image: External link], in Havana, Cuba. The statue was cast in 1919 by Mario Korbel[image: External link], with Feliciana Villalón Wilson as the inspiration for Alma Mater, and it was installed in its current location in 1927, at the direction of architect Raul Otero.[14]
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Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania






The Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania (/'hwo:rten /[image: External link] HWOR -tən[image: External link]; also known as the Wharton School or simply Wharton) is the business school[image: External link] of the University of Pennsylvania, a private Ivy League university located in Philadelphia[image: External link], Pennsylvania. Wharton was established in 1881 through a donation from Joseph Wharton[image: External link] and is the world’s first collegiate school of business.[3]

The Wharton School awards Bachelor of Science in Economics degrees at the undergraduate level and Master of Business Administration degrees at the postgraduate level, both of which require the selection of a major[image: External link]. Wharton also offers a Ph.D. program and houses or co-sponsors several diploma programs either alone or in conjunction with the other schools at the university.[4]

Wharton's MBA[image: External link] program is ranked No. 1 in the world according to Business Insider[5] and is tied with Harvard Business School[image: External link] for the No. 1 rank in the United States according to U.S. News & World Report.[6] Meanwhile, Wharton's MBA for Executives and undergraduate programs are also ranked No. 1 in the United States by the same publication.[7][8] According to U.S. News & World Report, MBA graduates of Wharton earn an average $158,058 first year compensation, higher than any other program.[9][10] According to the same publication, Wharton also produces the most CEOs of the 100 top companies on the Fortune 500[image: External link] list.[11] In general, Wharton has over 95,000 alumni in 153 countries,[3] with notable figures such as Elon Musk[image: External link], Donald Trump, Warren Buffett[image: External link], Sundar Pichai[image: External link], Aditya Mittal[image: External link], Steven A. Cohen[image: External link], Jeff Weiner[image: External link], Anil Ambani[image: External link], John Sculley[image: External link], Walter Annenberg[image: External link], Leonard Lauder[image: External link], Laurence Tisch[image: External link], Michael Moritz[image: External link], Ruth Porat[image: External link], and William Wrigley Jr. II[image: External link]. Its alumni include the CEOs of Google[image: External link], Apple[image: External link], LinkedIn[image: External link], CBS, General Electric[image: External link], Boeing[image: External link], Pfizer[image: External link], Comcast[image: External link], Oracle[image: External link], DHL[image: External link], UPS[image: External link], Pepsi[image: External link], Time, Inc[image: External link], BlackRock[image: External link], Johnson & Johnson[image: External link], UBS AG[image: External link], Wrigley Company[image: External link], and Tesco[image: External link].[12][citation needed[image: External link]]

The school belongs to the M7[13] group of elite MBA programs which recognize each other as peers, consisting of Chicago Booth[image: External link], Columbia[image: External link], Harvard[image: External link], Kellogg[image: External link], MIT Sloan[image: External link], and Stanford[image: External link].[14][15]
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 History




Joseph Wharton, a native Philadelphian, was a leader in industrial metallurgy who built his fortune through the American Nickel Company and Bethlehem Steel Corporation[image: External link]. As Wharton's business grew, he recognized that business knowledge in the United States was only taught through an apprenticeship system, and such a system was not viable for creating a wider economy during the Industrial Revolution[image: External link].[16] After two years of planning, Wharton in 1881 founded the Wharton School of Finance and Economy through a $100,000 initial pledge, making it the first business school established in the United States.[17] (ESCP Europe[image: External link], established in 1819, and a few other business schools were established in Europe prior to Wharton's founding.[18]) The school was meant to train future leaders to conduct corporations and public organizations in a rapidly evolving industrial era. Wharton was quoted as saying that the school was meant to "instill a sense of the coming strife [in business life]: of the immense swings upward or downward that await the competent or the incompetent soldier in this modern strife".[16]

From the founding of the school, he defined that its goal was "to provide for young men special means of training and of correct instruction in the knowledge and in the arts of modern Finance and Economy, both public and private, in order that, being well informed and free from delusions upon these important subjects, they may either serve the community skillfully as well as faithfully in offices of trust, or, remaining in private life, may prudently manage their own affairs and aid in maintaining sound financial morality: in short, to establish means for imparting a liberal education in all matters concerning Finance and Economy".[19] The school was renamed the Wharton School of Finance and Commerce, in 1902, and formally changed its name to simply, Wharton School, in 1972.[20]

Early on, the Wharton School faculty was tightly connected to an influential group of businessmen, bankers and lawyers that made up the larger Philadelphia School of Political Economy.[21] The faculty incorporated social sciences into the Wharton curriculum, as the field of business was still under development. Albert S. Bolles, a lawyer, served as Wharton's first professor,[22] and the school's Industrial Research Unit was established in 1921.[23]

Wharton professor Simon Kuznets[image: External link], who later won the Nobel Prize in Economics, created statistical data on national output, prices, investment, and capital stock, and also measured seasonability, cycles, and secular trends of these phenomena. His work laid out what became the standard procedure for measuring the gross national product[image: External link] and the gross domestic product[image: External link], and he later led an international effort to establish the same statistical information for all national economies.[24][25] Professor Lawrence Klein[image: External link], who also won the Nobel Prize in Economics, developed the first econometric model of the U.S. economy, which combined economic theory with mathematics, providing another way to test theories and predict future economic trends.[24]

Wharton professor George W. Taylor[image: External link] is credited with founding the academic field of study known as industrial relations[image: External link].[26] He served in several capacities in the federal government, most notably as a mediator[image: External link] and arbitrator[image: External link]. During his career, Taylor settled more than 2,000 strikes[image: External link].[27] In 1967, he helped draft the New York State civil service[image: External link] law which legalized collective bargaining[image: External link] in that state but which also banned strikes by public employees—legislation widely known today as the Taylor Law[image: External link].[28]

Wharton professor Wroe Alderson[image: External link] (1898–1965) is widely recognized as the most important marketing theorist of the twentieth century[29] and the "father of modern marketing".[30][31] Wharton professor Paul Green is considered to be the “father of conjoint analysis” for his discovery of the statistical tool for quantification of market research.[32]

Wharton professor Solomon S. Huebner[image: External link] is known widely as "the father of insurance education." He originated the concept of "human life value", which became a standard method of calculating insurance value and need. He established the goal of professionalism in the field of insurance, developed the first collegiate level program in insurance and chaired the Department of Insurance at Wharton, and contributed greatly to the progress of adult education in this area.[33] Wharton professor Daniel M. McGill was widely regarded as the “dean of the pension industry”,[34] whose research contributed to shaping the modern retirement system both in the public and corporate sectors.[35]

In 1946, after ENIAC[image: External link] was created at Penn, Wharton created the first multidisciplinary programs in technology management[image: External link] with the School of Engineering and Applied Science.[36] Wharton faculty began to work closely with AT&T[image: External link], Merrill Lynch[image: External link], MasterCard[image: External link], Prudential Insurance[image: External link] and the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] in analyzing the strategic and commercial implications of information systems.[36]

The Wharton School's first business professor was an attorney, Albert Bolles. At the time, there were no other business schools and no business professors could be recruited elsewhere. Bolles, a lawyer by education and training, and business journalist by career, seemed to be the best option for Joseph Wharton. Bolles started his career as a lawyer in Connecticut in the second half of the 19th century. After resigning from his law firm, he started pursuing a new career in business journalism and was promoted to the editor role of Bankers Magazine, a trade publication, in 1880. Upon joining the Wharton School, he began teaching business with classes on the law of governing finance and on the processes of commercial banking. Bolles' instruction in finance was influenced by his previous experience in Bankers Magazine: he stressed conservative business practices, drawing on business history as much as he could. In his classes, inflationist Congressmen were "self-interested debtors". Besides teaching, Bolles advocated for several national reforms, including the uniform banking law. Wharton historian Steven A. Sass wrote about him, "Bolles thus fulfilled Joseph Wharton's pedagogic expectations and…got the new school off to a respectable start by the spring of 1883".[16] In 1884, the first five business students were awarded a Bachelor of Finance degree. One graduate, Shiro Shiba, returned to Japan where he would become a member of the Diet[image: External link], the Japanese parliament, and another, Robert Adams, Jr.[image: External link], later was named U.S. Ambassador to Brazil[image: External link].[21]

Classes in business and finance abounded at the Wharton School, but it was lacking in any other areas of business interest. Edmund James, with a doctorate from the University of Halle[image: External link] in Germany, reinvigorated the school's curriculum, starting classes on political finance and administration. Later in 1885, James argued for redesigning the course of study at Wharton with elements of German higher education. He wanted to include training in banking, railroading, merchandising, manufacturing and other similar branches, and expand the course's length to four years from the initial three. Joseph Wharton in November 1893 pledged an additional $75,000 to the school in order to implement James' ideas in the school's curriculum. A more comprehensive study plan was then rolled out.[16] Between 1895 and 1915, James started teaching at Wharton the new fields of finance and management as they were developing in the business world. The Wharton School improved its reputation from a bunch of academic "misfits", and some of its alumni rose in the U.S. business world.[37] During this period, the school continued to attract additional faculty members and expand its research programs.[38]

Wharton began awarding MBA degrees in 1921.[37] In 1942, during World War II[image: External link], in the same fashion of other schools, Wharton's full-time faculty dropped dramatically from 165 to 39 by 1944. According to school historians, members of the faculty were called upon for special posts.[39] In 1959, Wharton adopted the curriculum which is now taught in most major business schools: the program was changed with liberal arts education doubling to almost half of the curriculum, and the social sciences department was moved to the University of Pennsylvania School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link] in 1975. Since then, Wharton faculty have focused exclusively on business education.

Official historical names of the institution include the Wharton School of Finance and Economy, from 1881 to 1901, and the Wharton School of Finance and Commerce, from 1902 to 1971.[40]
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 Campus
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 Philadelphia campus




The Philadelphia campus of the Wharton School has four primary buildings, Jon M. Huntsman Hall, Steinberg Hall-Dietrich Hall, Vance Hall and Lauder-Fischer Hall.[41] In addition, the Steinberg Conference Center houses the Aresty Institute of Executive Education.[42]

Jon M. Huntsman Hall is the Wharton School's main building. The building is a 324,000 square foot structure with 48 seminar and lecture halls, 57 group study rooms and several auditoriums and conference rooms.[43] It was constructed through a donation from Wharton alumnus Jon M. Huntsman[image: External link]. It also has a 4,000 square foot forum, as well as a colloquium space on the top floor.

Steinberg Hall-Dietrich Hall is a joint 180,000 square foot structure comprising two adjacent halls. It was built in 1952 and expanded in 1983 through a donation from Wharton alumnus Saul Steinberg[image: External link], and houses the offices of several academic departments at the Wharton School.[44] It also contains lecture halls, conference rooms and common areas for faculty and students.

Vance Hall is a 107,000 square foot structure built in 1972 to house Wharton's graduate programs, administrative offices, lecture halls and meeting areas.[45]

Lauder-Fischer Hall houses the Joseph H. Lauder Institute for Management and International Studies[image: External link], and focuses mainly on international business teaching and research initiatives.[46] The Lauder Institute was founded in 1983 by Wharton alumni Leonard Lauder[image: External link] and Ronald Lauder[image: External link].

In 2014, the Wharton School launched the Student Life Space in Philadelphia's central business district.[47] It is a 20,000 square foot space with conference rooms, meeting rooms and over 20 group study rooms. It also serves as an incubator space for startup companies.[48]
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 San Francisco campus




In 2001 Wharton launched a new campus in San Francisco[image: External link], California. The San Francisco campus serves as a hub on the west coast for its students and alumni.[49] As of 2012, the campus is open to executive MBA students and to full-time MBA students, who can decide to spend the fall semester of second year of the MBA program in San Francisco in the Semester in San Francisco Program. For the full-time MBAs, the Semester in San Francisco Program focuses on entrepreneurship, technology, and venture capital.
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 Undergraduate program
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 Admissions process




Prospective Wharton candidates apply in their senior year of high school either through the early decision[image: External link] (ED) process or regular decision (RD) process. Unlike many other undergraduate business programs where students transfer in after their freshman or sophomore year (University of Virginia's McIntire, Emory's Goizueta, UC Berkeley's Haas), Wharton applicants apply specifically for Wharton during their senior year of high school. These candidates are then grouped with a pool of applicants separate from those applying to University of Pennsylvania's College of Arts and Sciences (CAS), School of Engineering and Applied Science (SEAS), or School of Nursing. Each of the other three schools forms its own separate pools of applicants too.[50]

The legacy status[image: External link] of applicants, defined as having a parent or another direct relative who attended the same academic institution, may be taken into consideration in the admissions process. This correlation has been observed in a number of empirical studies conducted on the nation's most elite schools,[51] with a particular focus on Ivy League universities.[52] Leading universities in the United States cite stronger alumni connections and continued support as the primary reasons for this practice.
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 Graduation and employment




In the 2015-16 school year, 334 employers participated in the on-campus recruiting process; each student received an average of 7.6 first-round interviews and 1.8 job offers.[53] About 48% of Wharton's typical undergraduate class of 650 students go into financial services[image: External link], with the top sectors being investment banking[image: External link], investment management[image: External link], and private equity[image: External link].[53] The next most common industry after finance is management consulting[image: External link], which hires approximately 22% of the students, while a significant number of students enter marketing, sales, and the technology industry, particularly in Silicon Valley[image: External link].[53]

For the Class of 2016, Wharton undergraduate students reported an average expected first-year compensation of $116,676, including an average starting base salary of $77,566, an average signing bonus[image: External link] of $10,493, and an average projected annual bonus of $28,617.[53]
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 Graduate programs
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 MBA program




The school offers two paths, an MBA for full-time students and an MBA for executives.[54] Students can elect to pursue double majors or individualized majors. During their first year, all students pursue a required core curriculum that covers traditional management disciplines—finance, marketing, statistics, and strategy—as well as the leadership, ethics, and communication skills needed at senior levels of management.[55] Students pick electives in the second year.[56]

Wharton MBA students may pursue a dual degree with the Lauder Institute[image: External link], Johns Hopkins University[image: External link]'s Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies[image: External link] (SAIS), the John F. Kennedy School of Government[image: External link] at Harvard University[image: External link], or with one of the graduate schools at the University of Pennsylvania.

MBA students from the Class of 2016 earn an average first-year salary and guaranteed compensation of $145,400.[57]

Wharton co-sponsored the Executive Master's in Technology Management Program (EMTM) with the University of Pennsylvania School of Engineering and Applied Science. Graduates received a master of science in engineering (MSE) in the management of technology from the School of Engineering and Applied Science. The EMTM Program ended in August 2014.[58]
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 Doctoral program




Wharton offers doctor of philosophy degrees in finance, applied economics, management and other business fields (as opposed to some schools, which grant DBAs[image: External link]).[4] It takes approximately four to six years to complete the doctoral program.
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 Wharton Online




Through its online division, Wharton offers Massive open online courses[image: External link] on Coursera[image: External link] with specializations in business and financial modeling, business analytics, entrepreneurship, and business foundations.[59] Through this initiative, the school brought in an additional $5 million in revenue in 2015.[60]

Since 2012, around 2.7 million people around the world have enrolled in courses, awarding only 32,000 verified certificates in specialization courses and 54,000 verified certificates.[60] Wharton later announced that "the top 50 students will have their application fees to the Wharton MBA program waived and, if accepted into Wharton, the top five students will be granted a $20,000 scholarship."[61]
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 Rankings
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 General rankings




On December 5, 2003, Wharton enacted a policy of declining to actively participate in the rankings of business school programs,[74] citing student privacy concerns and the methodologies employed.[75]

Wharton is widely regarded as one of the world's top institutions for business education. In 2014–2015, as well as 2017-2018, U.S. News & World Report ranked Wharton's undergraduate program first in the U.S.,[7] MBA program tied for first in the U.S.,[6] and executive MBA program also first,.[76] The undergraduate program at the Wharton School has been ranked number one by U.S. News & World Report every single year since inception.[citation needed[image: External link]] The Financial Times has ranked the Wharton School first in the world in every single year between 2000 and 2009, and again in 2011, conferring Wharton with the best overall performance in the rankings.[77] The Wharton School has also been ranked number one by Bloomberg Businessweek[image: External link] four times in a row.[78]

Wharton is well known for its standing in finance education. The school has been listed first on the U.S. News & World Report's "best finance programs" list each consecutive year from its commencement.[79] Similarly, Wharton has maintained its top position in the finance specialization rankings of the QS Global 200 Business Schools Report 2013/14, prompting QS[image: External link] to declare that "Wharton reigns supreme in finance, topping the table again".[80] The New York Times has deemed Wharton's undergraduate population as "the closest thing that exists to a Wall Street farm team", while Poets & Quants has described Wharton as offering the "single best degree" for an education and career in finance, marked by an "intense, competitive culture" within the student body.[81]

Wharton also receives high reputation scores from academics and recruiters each year.[82]

The Wharton School has been ranked first for its Executive MBA Program in 2011, 2012, and 2013 by Poets & Quants, in an integrated ranking system that takes into account data provided by U.S. News & World Report, Bloomberg BusinessWeek[image: External link], the Wall Street Journal, and the Financial Times.[83]
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 Academic research rankings




Based on publications in 24 of the world's leading peer-reviewed journals, Wharton holds the top position in research productivity among business schools,[84] and a report by Indiana University[image: External link] indicated that the Wharton School has held the top rank in research productivity each year since 1986, when compilation of this information first commenced.[85]
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 Student life




The Wharton School adheres to grading curves[image: External link] and is known for its competitive culture, its students receiving the highest aggregate competitiveness index score in the Princeton Review's study of 295 business schools.[86] In order to promote a more collaborative atmosphere, the Wharton Graduate Association maintains and annually reaffirms a grade non-disclosure policy, consisting of two main principles.[87] The first is to "refrain from disclosing GPAs, specific class grades, class ranking, or transcripts to potential employers until a full-time position[image: External link] has been offered". The second principle permits and encourages students to disclose general academic honors and distinctions. All employers adhere to this policy throughout the recruitment process at the Wharton School.

The Wharton School has over 100 active student clubs.[88] Wharton students also organize 19 business conferences each year.
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 Alumni




Main article: List of Wharton School alumni[image: External link]


The Wharton alumni network currently has more than 92,000 members in 80 regional clubs worldwide.[89] In addition to the annual Wharton reunion held on campus, Wharton partners with its alumni clubs to organize multiple Global Alumni Forums each year.
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Bachelor of Science






"B.S." redirects here. For other uses of "BS", see BS[image: External link].

A Bachelor of Science ( Latin[image: External link] Baccalaureus Scientia, B.S., BS, B.Sc., or BSc; or, less commonly, S.B., SB, or Sc.B., from the equivalent Latin Scientiae Baccalaureus)[1] is an undergraduate[image: External link] academic degree[image: External link] awarded for completed courses that generally last three to five years, or a person holding such a degree.[2]

Whether a student of a particular subject is awarded a Bachelor of Science degree or a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] degree can vary between universities. For one example, an economics degree may be given as a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] (B.A.) by one university but as a B.Sc. by another, and some universities offer the choice of either.[3] Some liberal arts colleges in the United States offer only the BA, even in the natural sciences,[4] while some universities offer only the BS even in non-science fields.[5] Georgetown University[image: External link]'s School of Foreign Service[image: External link] awards Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service degrees to all of its undergraduates, although many major in humanities-oriented fields such as international history and culture and politics.

The London School of Economics[image: External link] offers B.Sc. degrees in practically all subject areas, even those normally associated with arts degrees, while the Oxbridge[image: External link] universities almost exclusively award arts qualifications. In both instances, there are historical and traditional reasons. Northwestern University[image: External link]'s School of Communication[image: External link] grants B.Sc. degrees in all of its programs of study, including theater, dance, and radio/television/film. University of California, Berkeley[image: External link] grants B.S. degree in Environmental Economics and Policy in College of Natural Resources[image: External link] (CNR), and B.A. degree in Environmental Economics and Policy in College of Letters and Science[image: External link] (L&S). Cornell University[image: External link] offers a B.S. degree in Computer Science from its College of Engineering[image: External link] and a B.A. degree in Computer Science from its College of Arts and Sciences[image: External link].

The first university to admit a student to the degree of Bachelor of Science was the University of London[image: External link] in 1860.[6] Prior to this, science subjects were included in the B.A. bracket, notably in the cases of mathematics, physics, physiology and botany.[7]
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 International differences
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 Chile




In Chile, the completion of a university program leads to an academic degree as well as a professional title. The academic degree equivalent to Bachelor of Science is "Licenciado en Ciencias", which can be obtained as a result of completing a 4–6 year program.[8] However, in most cases, 4 year programs will grant a Bachelor of Applied Science[image: External link] (Spanish: "Licenciatura en Ciencias Aplicadas") degree, while other 4 year programs will not grant to an academic degree.
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 Argentina




In Argentina most university degrees are given as a license in a field or discipline. Degrees are specific to a field and are usually 5–6 year programs including a 1 to 1.5-year mandatory internship, which starts after students have completed 70-80% of the courses required. Degrees are term licenses in the field of study or profession. i.e., biology, nutrition, physical therapy or kinesiology, etc.
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 Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa




In Australia, the B.Sc. is generally a three-four year degree. An honours year or a Master of Science (M.Sc.) is required to progress on to the Doctor of Philosophy[image: External link] (Ph.D.). In New Zealand, in some cases, the honours degree[image: External link] comprises an additional postgraduate[image: External link] qualification. In other cases, students with strong performance in their second or third year, are invited to extend their degree to an additional year, with a focus on research, granting access to doctoral programs. In South Africa, the B.Sc. is taken over three years, while the postgraduate B.Sc. (Hons) entails an additional year of study. Admission to the honours degree is on the basis of a sufficiently high average in the B.Sc. major; an honours degree is required for M.Sc. level study, and admission to a doctorate is via the M.Sc.
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 Britain and Ireland




Commonly in British Commonwealth[image: External link] countries and Ireland graduands[image: External link] are admitted to the degree of Bachelor of Science after having completed a programme in one or more of the sciences. These programmes may take different lengths of time to complete. Note that in British English, no full stops are used in the title, hence BSc, not B.Sc.

A Bachelor of Science receives the designation BSc or BS for a major/pass degree and BSc (Hons) or BS (Hons) for an honours degree[image: External link]. In England, Wales and Northern Ireland an honours degree is typically completed over a three-year period, though there are a few intensified two-year courses (with less vacation time). Bachelor's degrees (without honours) were typically completed in two years for most of the twentieth century. In Scotland, where access to university is possible after one less year of secondary education, degree courses have a foundation year (simply known as the First year) making the total course length four years. In Ireland, the former BS. was changed to BSc (Hons) which is awarded after four years. The BSc (Ord) is awarded after three years.[9] Formerly at the University of Oxford[image: External link], the degree of BSc was a postgraduate degree; this former degree, still actively granted, has since been renamed MSc.
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 North America




In Canada, Mexico & the United States, It is generally a four-year[10] undergraduate degree[image: External link] typically used in engineering[image: External link], computer science[image: External link], mathematics[image: External link], economics, and the natural sciences[image: External link]. Many universities are starting to offer accelerated 3-year B.S. programs.[11][12]
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 Continental Europe




Many universities in Europe are changing their systems into the BA/MA system, and in doing so also offering the full equivalent of a B.Sc. or M.Sc. See Bologna Process[image: External link].
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 Czech Republic




Universities in the Czech Republic are changing their systems into the Bachelor of Science / Master of Science system, and in doing so also offering the full equivalent of a B.Sc. (Bc.) or M.Sc. (Mgr./Ing.).
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 Germany




In Germany, there are two kinds of universities: Universitäten and Fachhochschulen (which are also called University of Applied Sciences). Universitäten and Fachhochschulen – both also called Hochschulen - are legally equal, but Fachhochschulen have the reputation of being more related to practice and have no legal right to offer PhD programmes.

The BSc in Germany was equivalent to a BSc(Hons). Many universities in German-speaking countries are changing their systems to the BA/MA system, and in doing so also offering the full equivalent of a BSc.

In Germany the BA normally lasts between three and four years (six to eight semesters) and between 180 and 240 ECTS[image: External link] must be earned.
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 Brazil




In Brazil, a Bachelor of Science degree is an undergraduate academic degree and is equivalent to a BSc (Hons). Could takes from 4 to 6 years (8 to 12 periods), is also more specific and could be applied for Scientific Arts courses (like Engineering, Maths, Physics, etc.), somewhat is called Human Art courses in Brazil (like History, Portuguese and Literature and Lawyer studies for example) as well as for Health Arts (like Medicine, Nursery, Zootechnique, Veterinary and Biology for example). To be able to start the bachelor's degree in Brazil the candidate must to prove proficient in different disciplines and have at least the accumulated Preliminary, Medium and High School degrees accomplished with the minimum merit of 60% to 70% of the degrees and a correspondent study period that can vary from 10 to 12 years minimum. The Bachelor of Science courses in Brazilian Universities normally have the first 1 to 2 years (first 2 to 4 periods) of basics fundamental disciplines (like for example Calculus I, II, III and IV for some engineering courses, Geometry basics and advanced, Analytical Laboratories experiments in Mechanics, Optics, Magnetism, etc.) and the last 2 to 3 years disciplines more related to the professional fields of that Bachelor of Science (for example Units Operations, Thermodynamics, Chemical Reactors, Industrial Processes Kinetics for Chemical Engineering for example). Some disciplines are prerequisite to others and in some universities, the student is not allowed to course any discipline of the entire next period if he was unsuccessful in just one prerequisite discipline of the present period. Usually, the Bachelor of Sciences courses demand a one-year mandatory probation period by the end of the course (internship in the specific professional area, like a training period), followed by relatively elaborate written and oral evaluations. To get the certification as BSc most Universities require that the students achieve the accomplishment of 60% to 70% in all the "obligatory disciplines", plus the supervisioned and approved training period (like a supervisioned internship period), the final thesis of the course and in some BSc. the final exam test. The final exam also is required so far. To be able to be a Professor, a Bachelor of Sciences is obligate to get a Licenciature degree, which lasts on top of the periods already studied until getting the BSc. (Hons), more 2 to 3 periods (1 to 1.5 years). With a master's degree (MSc) is also possible, which takes 3 to 5 periods more (1.5 to 2.5 years more).
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 Typical completion period
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 Three years




Algeria[image: External link], Australia, Austria[image: External link], Barbados[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link], Belize[image: External link], Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link], Cameroon[image: External link], Canada (especially Quebec[image: External link]), Cote d'Ivoire[image: External link], Croatia (mostly three years, sometimes four), Czech Republic (mostly three years, sometimes four), Denmark[image: External link], England (three or four years with a one-year placement in industry), Estonia[image: External link], Finland[image: External link], France[image: External link], Germany[image: External link] (mostly three years, but can be up to four years), Hungary, Iceland, India (three years B.Sc. in pure sciences excluding engineering and medicine and four years engineering program "Bachelor of Engineering[image: External link]"), Ireland[image: External link] (Ordinary), Israel[image: External link] (for most subjects), Italy[image: External link], Jamaica[image: External link] (three or four years), Latvia (three or four years), Lebanon[image: External link] (three or four years, five years for Bachelor of Engineering), Malaysia[image: External link], New Zealand, Netherlands (three years for research universities, four years for universities of applied sciences), Northern Ireland[image: External link], Norway[image: External link], Poland[image: External link], Portugal, Romania, Scotland[image: External link] (Ordinary), Singapore (honours degree takes 4 years), Slovakia[image: External link], Slovenia[image: External link], South Africa (honours degree takes 4 years), Sweden[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link], Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link], Uganda[image: External link] (mostly three years, sometimes four), United Arab Emirates, Wales[image: External link] and Zimbabwe[image: External link].
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 Four years




Armenia[image: External link] (four or five years), Albania[image: External link] (four or five years), Afghanistan[image: External link], Azerbaijan[image: External link] (four or five years), Australia (honours degree), Bangladesh[image: External link] (four or five years), Bahrain[image: External link], Belarus[image: External link], Belize[image: External link], Brazil (four to five years), Brunei[image: External link] (three or four years), Bosnia[image: External link], Bulgaria, Canada (except Quebec[image: External link]), China[image: External link], Cyprus[image: External link], Egypt[image: External link] (four or five years), Ethiopia[image: External link] (engineering, five years), Finland[image: External link] (engineering, practice in industry not included), Georgia[image: External link], Dominican Republic[image: External link], Guatemala[image: External link], Ghana[image: External link] (three or four years), Greece[image: External link] (four or five years), Haiti[image: External link] (three or four years), Hong Kong (starting from 2012, three years originally), India (four-year BS, Engineering), Indonesia[image: External link], Iran (four or five years), Iran, Iraq, Ireland[image: External link] (Honours Degree), Israel[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Jordan[image: External link] (four to five years), Kazakhstan[image: External link], Kuwait[image: External link], Lithuania, Libya, Malawi[image: External link] (four or five years), Malta[image: External link], Macedonia[image: External link] (three, four or five years), Montenegro[image: External link] (three or four years), Mexico[image: External link], Myanmar[image: External link], Nepal[image: External link] (priorly three, now four years), the Netherlands (three years for research universities, four years for universities of applied sciences), New Zealand (honours degree), Nigeria[image: External link], People's Republic of China[image: External link], Pakistan[image: External link] (four or five years), the Philippines (four or five years), Puerto Rico[image: External link], Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Scotland[image: External link] (Honours Degree), Serbia[image: External link] (three or four years), Spain (in Spain a 2015 Royal Decree will allow 3-year BSc degrees to coexist with current 4-year ones. It will be in force starting September 2015. However most universities have agreed not to implement the new system until September 2017), South Africa (fourth year is elective — to obtain an Honours degree, which is normally a requirement for selection into a master's degree programme), South Korea[image: External link], Sri Lanka[image: External link] (three four or five (specialised) years), Taiwan[image: External link], Thailand, Tunisia[image: External link] (Only Bachelor of Science in Business Administration is available, solely awarded by Tunis Business School[image: External link]), Turkey[image: External link], Ukraine[image: External link], United States, Uruguay[image: External link],[13]Yemen, Zambia[image: External link] (four or five years).
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 Five years




Romania (four or five years), Bangladesh[image: External link] (four or five years), Cuba[image: External link] (five years), Greece[image: External link] (four or five years), Peru, Argentina, Colombia[image: External link] (starting to change to 4 years), Brazil (five years), Mexico[image: External link] (4.5 years), Chile, Venezuela[image: External link], (usually 5 years where last year includes professional training, thesis and specialization courses), Egypt[image: External link] (four or five years), Haiti[image: External link] (four or five years).

Nigeria[image: External link] (four to five years), 6 months dedicated to SIWES (Students Industrial Work Exchange Scheme) but for most sciences and all engineering courses only. A semester for project work/thesis not excluding course work during the bachelor thesis. Excluding 1 year for the compulsory National Youth Service Corps (NYSC), para-military and civil service.

Syria[image: External link], Macedonia[image: External link] and Sierra Leone[image: External link] (four years dedicated to coursework). Slovenia[image: External link] (four or five years), Sudan (five years for BSc honours degree and four years for BSc ordinary degree).

In Algeria[image: External link], the student presents a thesis in front of a Jury at the end of the fifth year.
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 Six years




In Chile, some undergraduate majors such as engineering and geology are designed as 6 year programs.[14][15][16][17] However, in practice it is not uncommon for students to complete such programs over the course of 10 years, while studying full-time without leaves of absence.[18] This is in part due to a strict grading system where the highest grade of a typical class can be as low as 60% (C-) and the high frequency of protests and strikes organized by student federations and teacher unions, such as the 2011–13 Chilean student protests[image: External link].

There are studies that suggest a direct correlation between reduced social mobility and differences unique to the Chilean higher education system.[19]
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Economics (UK English: /i:ke'namIks /[image: External link], /eke'namIks /[image: External link];[1] US English: /eke'na:mIks /[image: External link], /ike'na:mIks /[image: External link][2][3]) is "a social science[image: External link] concerned chiefly with description and analysis of the production[image: External link], distribution[image: External link], and consumption[image: External link] of goods and services[image: External link]".[2]

Economics focuses on the behaviour and interactions of economic agents[image: External link] and how economies[image: External link] work. Consistent with this focus, textbooks often distinguish between microeconomics and macroeconomics. Microeconomics[image: External link] examines the behaviour of basic elements in the economy, including individual agents and markets[image: External link], their interactions, and the outcomes of interactions. Individual agents may include, for example, households, firms, buyers, and sellers. Macroeconomics[image: External link] analyzes the entire economy (meaning aggregated production, consumption, savings, and investment) and issues affecting it, including unemployment of resources (labour, capital, and land), inflation, economic growth, and the public policies that address these issues (monetary, fiscal, and other policies).

Other broad distinctions within economics include those between positive economics[image: External link], describing "what is", and normative economics[image: External link], advocating "what ought to be"; between economic theory and applied economics[image: External link]; between rational[image: External link] and behavioural economics[image: External link]; and between mainstream economics[image: External link] and heterodox economics[image: External link].[4]

Economic analysis can be applied throughout society, in business[image: External link], finance[image: External link], health care[image: External link], and government. Economic analyses is sometimes also applied to such diverse subjects as crime, education[image: External link],[5] the family[image: External link], law[image: External link], politics[image: External link], religion[image: External link],[6] social institutions[image: External link], war,[7] science[image: External link],[8] and the environment[image: External link].[9]
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 Term




The discipline was renamed in the late 19th century primarily due to Alfred Marshall[image: External link] from "political economy[image: External link]" to "economics" as a shorter term for "economic science". At that time, it became more open to rigorous thinking and made increased use of mathematics, which helped support efforts to have it accepted as a science and as a separate discipline outside of political science and other social sciences.[10][11][12][13] The ultimate goal of economics is to improve the living conditions of people in their everyday life.[14]
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There are a variety of modern definitions of economics[image: External link], some reflect evolving views of the subject or different views among economists.[16] Scottish[image: External link] philosopher Adam Smith[image: External link] (1776) defined what was then called political economy[image: External link] as "an inquiry into the nature and causes of the wealth of nations", in particular as:


	a branch of the science of a statesman or legislator [with the twofold objectives of providing] a plentiful revenue or subsistence for the people ... [and] to supply the state or commonwealth with a revenue for the publick services.[17]




J.-B. Say[image: External link] (1803), distinguishing the subject from its public-policy[image: External link] uses, defines it as the science of production, distribution, and consumption of wealth[image: External link].[18] On the satirical[image: External link] side, Thomas Carlyle[image: External link] (1849) coined "the dismal science[image: External link]" as an epithet[image: External link] for classical economics[image: External link], in this context, commonly linked to the pessimistic analysis of Malthus[image: External link] (1798).[19] John Stuart Mill[image: External link] (1844) defines the subject in a social context as:


	The science which traces the laws of such of the phenomena of society as arise from the combined operations of mankind for the production of wealth, in so far as those phenomena are not modified by the pursuit of any other object.[20]




Alfred Marshall[image: External link] provides a still widely cited definition in his textbook Principles of Economics[image: External link] (1890) that extends analysis beyond wealth[image: External link] and from the societal[image: External link] to the microeconomic[image: External link] level:


	Economics is a study of man in the ordinary business of life. It enquires how he gets his income and how he uses it. Thus, it is on the one side, the study of wealth and on the other and more important side, a part of the study of man.[21]




Lionel Robbins[image: External link] (1932) developed implications of what has been termed "[p]erhaps the most commonly accepted current definition of the subject":[22]


	Economics is a science which studies human behaviour[image: External link] as a relationship between ends and scarce means which have alternative uses.[23]




Robbins describes the definition as not classificatory in "pick[ing] out certain kinds of behaviour" but rather analytical in "focus[ing] attention on a particular aspect of behaviour, the form imposed by the influence of scarcity[image: External link]."[24] He affirmed that previous economists have usually centred their studies on the analysis of wealth: how wealth is created (production), distributed, and consumed; and how wealth can grow.[25] But he said that economics can be used to study other things, such as war, that are outside its usual focus. This is because war has as the goal winning it (as a sought after end), generates both cost and benefits; and, resources (human life and other costs) are used to attain the goal. If the war is not winnable or if the expected costs outweigh the benefits, the deciding actors (assuming they are rational) may never go to war (a decision) but rather explore other alternatives. We cannot define economics as the science that studies wealth, war, crime, education, and any other field economic analysis can be applied to; but, as the science that studies a particular common aspect of each of those subjects (they all use scarce resources to attain a sought after end).

Some subsequent comments criticized the definition as overly broad in failing to limit its subject matter to analysis of markets. From the 1960s, however, such comments abated as the economic theory of maximizing behaviour and rational-choice[image: External link] modelling expanded the domain[image: External link] of the subject to areas previously treated in other fields.[26] There are other criticisms as well, such as in scarcity not accounting for the macroeconomics[image: External link] of high unemployment.[27]

Gary Becker[image: External link], a contributor to the expansion of economics into new areas, describes the approach he favours as "combin[ing the] assumptions of maximizing behaviour, stable preferences[image: External link], and market equilibrium[image: External link], used relentlessly and unflinchingly."[28] One commentary characterizes the remark as making economics an approach rather than a subject matter but with great specificity as to the "choice process and the type of social interaction[image: External link] that [such] analysis involves." The same source reviews a range of definitions included in principles of economics textbooks and concludes that the lack of agreement need not affect the subject-matter that the texts treat. Among economists more generally, it argues that a particular definition presented may reflect the direction toward which the author believes economics is evolving, or should evolve.[29]
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 Microeconomics




Main article: Microeconomics[image: External link]
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 Markets




Main article: Markets[image: External link]


Microeconomics examines how entities, forming a market structure[image: External link], interact within a market[image: External link] to create a market system[image: External link]. These entities include private and public players with various classifications, typically operating under scarcity of tradable units and government regulation[image: External link]. The item traded may be a tangible product[image: External link] such as apples or a service[image: External link] such as repair services, legal counsel, or entertainment.

In theory, in a free market the aggregates[image: External link] (sum of) of quantity demanded by buyers and quantity supplied by sellers will be equal and reach economic equilibrium[image: External link] over time in reaction to price changes; in practice, various issues may prevent equilibrium, and any equilibrium reached may not necessarily be morally equitable[image: External link]. For example, if the supply of healthcare services is limited by external factors[image: External link], the equilibrium price may be unaffordable for many who desire it but cannot pay for it.

Various market structures exist. In perfectly competitive markets[image: External link], no participants are large enough to have the market power[image: External link] to set the price of a homogeneous product. In other words, every participant is a "price taker" as no participant influences the price of a product. In the real world, markets often experience imperfect competition[image: External link].

Forms include monopoly[image: External link] (in which there is only one seller of a good), duopoly[image: External link] (in which there are only two sellers of a good), oligopoly[image: External link] (in which there are few sellers of a good), monopolistic competition[image: External link] (in which there are many sellers producing highly differentiated goods), monopsony[image: External link] (in which there is only one buyer of a good), and oligopsony[image: External link] (in which there are few buyers of a good). Unlike perfect competition, imperfect competition invariably means market power is unequally distributed. Firms under imperfect competition have the potential to be "price makers", which means that, by holding a disproportionately high share of market power, they can influence the prices of their products.

Microeconomics studies individual markets by simplifying the economic system by assuming that activity in the market being analysed does not affect other markets. This method of analysis is known as partial-equilibrium[image: External link] analysis (supply and demand). This method aggregates (the sum of all activity) in only one market. General-equilibrium[image: External link] theory studies various markets and their behaviour. It aggregates (the sum of all activity) across all markets. This method studies both changes in markets and their interactions leading towards equilibrium.[30]
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 Production, cost, and efficiency




Main articles: Production theory basics[image: External link], Opportunity cost[image: External link], Economic efficiency[image: External link], and Production–possibility frontier[image: External link]


In microeconomics, production[image: External link] is the conversion of inputs[image: External link] into outputs[image: External link]. It is an economic process that uses inputs to create a commodity[image: External link] or a service for exchange[image: External link] or direct use. Production is a flow[image: External link] and thus a rate of output per period of time. Distinctions include such production alternatives as for consumption[image: External link] (food, haircuts, etc.) vs. investment goods[image: External link] (new tractors, buildings, roads, etc.), public goods[image: External link] (national defence, smallpox vaccinations, etc.) or private goods[image: External link] (new computers, bananas, etc.), and "guns" vs "butter"[image: External link].

Opportunity cost[image: External link] refers to the economic cost[image: External link] of production: the value of the next best opportunity foregone. Choices must be made between desirable yet mutually exclusive[image: External link] actions. It has been described as expressing "the basic relationship between scarcity[image: External link] and choice[image: External link]".[31] For example, if a baker uses a sack of flour to make pretzels one morning, then the baker cannot use either the flour or the morning to make bagels instead. Part of the cost of making pretzels is that neither the flour nor the morning are available any longer, for use in some other way. The opportunity cost of an activity is an element in ensuring that scarce resources are used efficiently, such that the cost is weighed against the value of that activity in deciding on more or less of it. Opportunity costs are not restricted to monetary or financial costs but could be measured by the real cost[image: External link] of output forgone[image: External link], leisure[image: External link], or anything else that provides the alternative benefit ( utility[image: External link]).[32]

Inputs used in the production process include such primary factors of production[image: External link] as labour services[image: External link], capital[image: External link] (durable produced goods used in production, such as an existing factory), and land[image: External link] (including natural resources). Other inputs may include intermediate goods[image: External link] used in production of final goods, such as the steel in a new car.

Economic efficiency[image: External link] describes how well a system generates desired output with a given set of inputs and available technology[image: External link]. Efficiency is improved if more output is generated without changing inputs, or in other words, the amount of "waste" is reduced. A widely accepted general standard is Pareto efficiency[image: External link], which is reached when no further change can make someone better off without making someone else worse off.

The production–possibility frontier[image: External link] (PPF) is an expository figure for representing scarcity, cost, and efficiency. In the simplest case an economy[image: External link] can produce just two goods (say "guns" and "butter"). The PPF is a table or graph (as at the right) showing the different quantity combinations of the two goods producible with a given technology and total factor inputs, which limit feasible total output. Each point on the curve shows potential total output[image: External link] for the economy, which is the maximum feasible output of one good, given a feasible output quantity of the other good.

Scarcity[image: External link] is represented in the figure by people being willing but unable in the aggregate to consume beyond the PPF (such as at X) and by the negative slope of the curve.[33] If production of one good increases along the curve, production of the other good decreases, an inverse relationship[image: External link]. This is because increasing output of one good requires transferring inputs to it from production of the other good, decreasing the latter.

The slope[image: External link] of the curve at a point on it gives the trade-off[image: External link] between the two goods. It measures what an additional unit of one good costs in units forgone of the other good, an example of a real opportunity cost. Thus, if one more Gun costs 100 units of butter, the opportunity cost of one Gun is 100 Butter. Along the PPF, scarcity implies that choosing more of one good in the aggregate entails doing with less of the other good. Still, in a market economy[image: External link], movement along the curve may indicate that the choice[image: External link] of the increased output is anticipated to be worth the cost to the agents.

By construction, each point on the curve shows productive efficiency[image: External link] in maximizing output for given total inputs. A point inside the curve (as at A), is feasible but represents production inefficiency (wasteful use of inputs), in that output of one or both goods could increase by moving in a northeast direction to a point on the curve. Examples cited of such inefficiency include high unemployment[image: External link] during a business-cycle[image: External link] recession[image: External link] or economic organization of a country that discourages full use of resources. Being on the curve might still not fully satisfy allocative efficiency[image: External link] (also called Pareto efficiency[image: External link]) if it does not produce a mix of goods that consumers prefer over other points.

Much applied economics[image: External link] in public policy[image: External link] is concerned with determining how the efficiency of an economy can be improved. Recognizing the reality of scarcity and then figuring out how to organize society for the most efficient use of resources has been described as the "essence of economics", where the subject "makes its unique contribution."[34]
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 Specialization




Main articles: Division of labour[image: External link], Comparative advantage[image: External link], and Gains from trade[image: External link]


Specialization is considered key to economic efficiency based on theoretical and empirical[image: External link] considerations. Different individuals or nations may have different real opportunity costs of production, say from differences in stocks[image: External link] of human capital[image: External link] per worker or capital[image: External link]/ labour[image: External link] ratios. According to theory, this may give a comparative advantage[image: External link] in production of goods that make more intensive use of the relatively more abundant, thus relatively cheaper, input.

Even if one region has an absolute advantage[image: External link] as to the ratio of its outputs to inputs in every type of output, it may still specialize in the output in which it has a comparative advantage and thereby gain from trading with a region that lacks any absolute advantage but has a comparative advantage in producing something else.

It has been observed that a high volume of trade occurs among regions even with access to a similar technology and mix of factor inputs, including high-income countries. This has led to investigation of economies of scale[image: External link] and agglomeration[image: External link] to explain specialization in similar but differentiated product lines, to the overall benefit of respective trading parties or regions.[35]

The general theory of specialization applies to trade among individuals, farms, manufacturers, service[image: External link] providers, and economies[image: External link]. Among each of these production systems, there may be a corresponding division of labour[image: External link] with different work groups specializing, or correspondingly different types of capital equipment[image: External link] and differentiated land[image: External link] uses.[36]

An example that combines features above is a country that specializes in the production of high-tech knowledge products, as developed countries do, and trades with developing nations for goods produced in factories where labour is relatively cheap and plentiful, resulting in different in opportunity costs of production. More total output and utility thereby results from specializing in production and trading than if each country produced its own high-tech and low-tech products.

Theory and observation set out the conditions such that market prices[image: External link] of outputs and productive inputs select an allocation of factor inputs by comparative advantage, so that (relatively) low-cost[image: External link] inputs go to producing low-cost outputs. In the process, aggregate output may increase as a by-product[image: External link] or by design[image: External link].[37] Such specialization of production creates opportunities for gains from trade[image: External link] whereby resource owners benefit from trade[image: External link] in the sale of one type of output for other, more highly valued goods. A measure of gains from trade is the increased income levels that trade may facilitate.[38]
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 Supply and demand




Main article: Supply and demand[image: External link]


Prices and quantities[image: External link] have been described as the most directly observable attributes of goods produced and exchanged in a market economy[image: External link].[39] The theory of supply and demand is an organizing principle for explaining how prices coordinate the amounts produced and consumed. In microeconomics[image: External link], it applies to price and output determination for a market with perfect competition[image: External link], which includes the condition of no buyers or sellers large enough to have price-setting power[image: External link].

For a given market of a commodity[image: External link], demand is the relation of the quantity that all buyers would be prepared to purchase at each unit price of the good. Demand is often represented by a table or a graph showing price and quantity demanded (as in the figure). Demand theory[image: External link] describes individual consumers as rationally[image: External link] choosing the most preferred quantity of each good, given income, prices, tastes, etc. A term for this is "constrained utility maximization" (with income and wealth[image: External link] as the constraints[image: External link] on demand). Here, utility[image: External link] refers to the hypothesized relation of each individual consumer for ranking different commodity bundles as more or less preferred.

The law of demand[image: External link] states that, in general, price and quantity demanded in a given market are inversely related. That is, the higher the price of a product, the less of it people would be prepared to buy (other things unchanged[image: External link]). As the price of a commodity falls, consumers move toward it from relatively more expensive goods (the substitution effect[image: External link]). In addition, purchasing power[image: External link] from the price decline increases ability to buy (the income effect[image: External link]). Other factors can change demand; for example an increase in income will shift the demand curve for a normal good[image: External link] outward relative to the origin, as in the figure. All determinants are predominantly taken as constant factors of demand and supply.

Supply is the relation between the price of a good and the quantity available for sale at that price. It may be represented as a table or graph relating price and quantity supplied. Producers, for example business firms, are hypothesized to be profit-maximizers, meaning that they attempt to produce and supply the amount of goods that will bring them the highest profit. Supply is typically represented as a function relating price and quantity, if other factors are unchanged.

That is, the higher the price at which the good can be sold, the more of it producers will supply, as in the figure. The higher price makes it profitable to increase production. Just as on the demand side, the position of the supply can shift, say from a change in the price of a productive input or a technical improvement. The "Law of Supply" states that, in general, a rise in price leads to an expansion in supply and a fall in price leads to a contraction in supply. Here as well, the determinants of supply, such as price of substitutes, cost of production, technology applied and various factors inputs of production are all taken to be constant for a specific time period of evaluation of supply.

Market equilibrium[image: External link] occurs where quantity supplied equals quantity demanded, the intersection of the supply and demand curves in the figure above. At a price below equilibrium, there is a shortage of quantity supplied compared to quantity demanded. This is posited to bid the price up. At a price above equilibrium, there is a surplus of quantity supplied compared to quantity demanded. This pushes the price down. The model[image: External link] of supply and demand predicts that for given supply and demand curves, price and quantity will stabilize at the price that makes quantity supplied equal to quantity demanded. Similarly, demand-and-supply theory predicts a new price-quantity combination from a shift in demand (as to the figure), or in supply.

For a given quantity of a consumer good, the point on the demand curve indicates the value, or marginal utility[image: External link], to consumers for that unit. It measures what the consumer would be prepared to pay for that unit.[40] The corresponding point on the supply curve measures marginal cost[image: External link], the increase in total cost to the supplier for the corresponding unit of the good. The price in equilibrium is determined by supply and demand. In a perfectly competitive market[image: External link], supply and demand equate marginal cost and marginal utility at equilibrium.[41]

On the supply side of the market, some factors of production are described as (relatively) variable in the short run[image: External link], which affects the cost of changing output levels. Their usage rates can be changed easily, such as electrical power, raw-material inputs, and over-time and temp work. Other inputs are relatively fixed, such as plant and equipment and key personnel. In the long run[image: External link], all inputs may be adjusted by management[image: External link]. These distinctions translate to differences in the elasticity[image: External link] (responsiveness) of the supply curve in the short and long runs and corresponding differences in the price-quantity change from a shift on the supply or demand side of the market.

Marginalist theory[image: External link], such as above, describes the consumers as attempting to reach most-preferred positions, subject to income[image: External link] and wealth[image: External link] constraints while producers attempt to maximize profits subject to their own constraints, including demand for goods produced, technology, and the price of inputs. For the consumer, that point comes where marginal utility of a good, net of price, reaches zero, leaving no net gain from further consumption increases. Analogously, the producer compares marginal revenue[image: External link] (identical to price for the perfect competitor) against the marginal cost[image: External link] of a good, with marginal profit the difference. At the point where marginal profit reaches zero, further increases in production of the good stop. For movement to market equilibrium and for changes in equilibrium, price and quantity also change "at the margin": more-or-less of something, rather than necessarily all-or-nothing.

Other applications of demand and supply include the distribution of income[image: External link] among the factors of production[image: External link], including labour and capital, through factor markets. In a competitive labour market[image: External link] for example the quantity of labour employed and the price of labour (the wage rate) depends on the demand for labour[image: External link] (from employers for production) and supply of labour (from potential workers). Labour economics[image: External link] examines the interaction of workers and employers through such markets to explain patterns and changes of wages and other labour income, labour mobility[image: External link], and (un)employment, productivity through human capital[image: External link], and related public-policy issues.[42]

Demand-and-supply analysis is used to explain the behaviour of perfectly competitive markets, but as a standard of comparison it can be extended to any type of market. It can also be generalized to explain variables across the economy[image: External link], for example, total output (estimated as real GDP[image: External link]) and the general price level[image: External link], as studied in macroeconomics[image: External link].[43] Tracing the qualitative[image: External link] and quantitative effects of variables that change supply and demand, whether in the short or long run, is a standard exercise in applied economics[image: External link]. Economic theory may also specify conditions such that supply and demand through the market is an efficient mechanism for allocating resources.[44]
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 Firms




Main articles: Theory of the firm[image: External link], Industrial organization[image: External link], Business economics[image: External link], and Managerial economics[image: External link]


People frequently do not trade directly on markets. Instead, on the supply side, they may work in and produce through firms. The most obvious kinds of firms are corporations[image: External link], partnerships[image: External link] and trusts[image: External link]. According to Ronald Coase[image: External link], people begin to organize their production in firms when the costs of doing business becomes lower than doing it on the market.[45] Firms combine labour and capital, and can achieve far greater economies of scale[image: External link] (when the average cost per unit declines as more units are produced) than individual market trading.

In perfectly competitive[image: External link] markets studied in the theory of supply and demand, there are many producers, none of which significantly influence price. Industrial organization[image: External link] generalizes from that special case to study the strategic behaviour of firms that do have significant control of price. It considers the structure of such markets and their interactions. Common market structures studied besides perfect competition include monopolistic competition[image: External link], various forms of oligopoly[image: External link], and monopoly[image: External link].[46]

Managerial economics[image: External link] applies microeconomic[image: External link] analysis to specific decisions in business firms or other management units. It draws heavily from quantitative methods such as operations research[image: External link] and programming and from statistical methods such as regression analysis[image: External link] in the absence of certainty and perfect knowledge. A unifying theme is the attempt to optimize[image: External link] business decisions, including unit-cost minimization and profit maximization, given the firm's objectives and constraints imposed by technology and market conditions.[47]
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 Uncertainty and game theory




Main articles: Information economics[image: External link], Game theory[image: External link], and Financial economics[image: External link]


Uncertainty[image: External link] in economics is an unknown prospect of gain or loss, whether quantifiable as risk[image: External link] or not. Without it, household behaviour would be unaffected by uncertain employment and income prospects, financial[image: External link] and capital markets[image: External link] would reduce to exchange of a single instrument[image: External link] in each market period, and there would be no communications[image: External link] industry.[48] Given its different forms, there are various ways of representing uncertainty and modelling economic agents' responses to it.[49]

Game theory[image: External link] is a branch of applied mathematics[image: External link] that considers strategic interactions[image: External link] between agents, one kind of uncertainty. It provides a mathematical foundation[image: External link] of industrial organization[image: External link], discussed above, to model different types of firm behaviour, for example in an oligopolistic[image: External link] industry (few sellers), but equally applicable to wage negotiations, bargaining[image: External link], contract design[image: External link], and any situation where individual agents are few enough to have perceptible effects on each other. As a method heavily used in behavioural economics[image: External link], it postulates that agents[image: External link] choose strategies to maximize their payoffs, given the strategies of other agents with at least partially conflicting interests.[50][51]

In this, it generalizes maximization approaches developed to analyse market actors such as in the supply and demand[image: External link] model and allows for incomplete information of actors. The field dates from the 1944 classic Theory of Games and Economic Behavior[image: External link] by John von Neumann[image: External link] and Oskar Morgenstern[image: External link]. It has significant applications seemingly outside of economics in such diverse subjects as formulation of nuclear strategies[image: External link], ethics[image: External link], political science[image: External link], and evolutionary biology[image: External link].[52]

Risk aversion[image: External link] may stimulate activity that in well-functioning markets smooths out risk and communicates information about risk, as in markets for insurance[image: External link], commodity futures contracts[image: External link], and financial instruments[image: External link]. Financial economics[image: External link] or simply finance[image: External link] describes the allocation of financial resources. It also analyses the pricing of financial instruments, the financial structure[image: External link] of companies, the efficiency and fragility of financial markets[image: External link],[53] financial crises[image: External link], and related government policy or regulation[image: External link].[54]

Some market organizations may give rise to inefficiencies associated with uncertainty. Based on George Akerlof[image: External link]'s "Market for Lemons[image: External link]" article, the paradigm[image: External link] example is of a dodgy second-hand car market. Customers without knowledge of whether a car is a "lemon" depress its price below what a quality second-hand car would be.[55] Information asymmetry[image: External link] arises here, if the seller has more relevant information than the buyer but no incentive to disclose it. Related problems in insurance are adverse selection[image: External link], such that those at most risk are most likely to insure (say reckless drivers), and moral hazard[image: External link], such that insurance results in riskier behaviour (say more reckless driving).[56]

Both problems may raise insurance costs and reduce efficiency by driving otherwise willing transactors from the market ("incomplete markets[image: External link]"). Moreover, attempting to reduce one problem, say adverse selection by mandating insurance, may add to another, say moral hazard. Information economics[image: External link], which studies such problems, has relevance in subjects such as insurance, contract law[image: External link], mechanism design[image: External link], monetary economics[image: External link], and health care[image: External link].[56] Applied subjects include market and legal remedies to spread or reduce risk, such as warranties, government-mandated partial insurance, restructuring[image: External link] or bankruptcy law[image: External link], inspection, and regulation[image: External link] for quality and information disclosure.[57][50]
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Main articles: Market failure[image: External link], Government failure[image: External link], Information economics[image: External link], Environmental economics[image: External link], and Agricultural economics[image: External link]


The term "market failure[image: External link]" encompasses several problems which may undermine standard economic assumptions. Although economists categorize market failures differently, the following categories emerge in the main texts.[58]

Information asymmetries[image: External link] and incomplete markets[image: External link] may result in economic inefficiency but also a possibility of improving efficiency through market, legal, and regulatory remedies, as discussed above.

Natural monopoly[image: External link], or the overlapping concepts of "practical" and "technical" monopoly, is an extreme case of failure of competition as a restraint on producers. Extreme economies of scale[image: External link] are one possible cause.

Public goods[image: External link] are goods which are undersupplied in a typical market. The defining features are that people can consume public goods without having to pay for them and that more than one person can consume the good at the same time.

Externalities[image: External link] occur where there are significant social costs or benefits from production or consumption that are not reflected in market prices. For example, air pollution may generate a negative externality, and education may generate a positive externality (less crime, etc.). Governments often tax and otherwise restrict the sale of goods that have negative externalities and subsidize or otherwise promote the purchase of goods that have positive externalities in an effort to correct the price distortions[image: External link] caused by these externalities.[59] Elementary demand-and-supply theory predicts equilibrium but not the speed of adjustment for changes of equilibrium due to a shift in demand or supply.[60]

In many areas, some form of price stickiness[image: External link] is postulated to account for quantities, rather than prices, adjusting in the short run to changes on the demand side or the supply side. This includes standard analysis of the business cycle[image: External link] in macroeconomics[image: External link]. Analysis often revolves around causes of such price stickiness and their implications for reaching a hypothesized long-run equilibrium. Examples of such price stickiness in particular markets include wage rates in labour markets and posted prices in markets deviating[image: External link] from perfect competition[image: External link].

Some specialized fields of economics deal in market failure more than others. The economics of the public sector[image: External link] is one example. Much environmental economics[image: External link] concerns externalities or "public bads[image: External link]".

Policy[image: External link] options include regulations that reflect cost-benefit analysis[image: External link] or market solutions that change incentives, such as emission fees[image: External link] or redefinition of property rights.[61]
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Main articles: Economics of the public sector[image: External link] and Public finance[image: External link]


See also: Welfare economics[image: External link]


Public finance is the field of economics that deals with budgeting[image: External link] the revenues and expenditures of a public sector[image: External link] entity, usually government. The subject addresses such matters as tax incidence[image: External link] (who really pays a particular tax), cost-benefit analysis of government programmes, effects on economic efficiency[image: External link] and income distribution[image: External link] of different kinds of spending and taxes, and fiscal politics. The latter, an aspect of public choice theory[image: External link], models public-sector behaviour analogously to microeconomics, involving interactions of self-interested voters, politicians, and bureaucrats.[62]

Much of economics is positive[image: External link], seeking to describe and predict economic phenomena. Normative economics[image: External link] seeks to identify what economies ought to be like.

Welfare economics is a normative branch of economics that uses microeconomic[image: External link] techniques to simultaneously determine the allocative efficiency[image: External link] within an economy and the income distribution[image: External link] associated with it. It attempts to measure social welfare[image: External link] by examining the economic activities of the individuals that comprise society.[63]
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Main article: Macroeconomics[image: External link]


Macroeconomics examines the economy as a whole to explain broad aggregates and their interactions "top down", that is, using a simplified form of general-equilibrium[image: External link] theory.[64] Such aggregates include national income and output[image: External link], the unemployment rate[image: External link], and price inflation[image: External link] and subaggregates like total consumption and investment spending and their components. It also studies effects of monetary policy[image: External link] and fiscal policy[image: External link].

Since at least the 1960s, macroeconomics has been characterized by further integration as to micro-based[image: External link] modelling of sectors, including rationality[image: External link] of players, efficient use[image: External link] of market information, and imperfect competition[image: External link].[65] This has addressed a long-standing concern about inconsistent developments of the same subject.[66]

Macroeconomic analysis also considers factors affecting the long-term level and growth[image: External link] of national income. Such factors include capital accumulation, technological change[image: External link] and labour force[image: External link] growth.[67]
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Main article: Economic growth[image: External link]


Growth economics studies factors that explain economic growth[image: External link] – the increase in output per capita[image: External link] of a country over a long period of time. The same factors are used to explain differences in the level of output per capita between countries, in particular why some countries grow faster than others, and whether countries converge[image: External link] at the same rates of growth.

Much-studied factors include the rate of investment[image: External link], population growth[image: External link], and technological change[image: External link]. These are represented in theoretical and empirical[image: External link] forms (as in the neoclassical[image: External link] and endogenous[image: External link] growth models) and in growth accounting[image: External link].[68]
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Main article: Business cycle[image: External link]


See also: Circular flow of income[image: External link], Aggregate supply[image: External link], Aggregate demand[image: External link], and Unemployment[image: External link]


The economics of a depression were the spur for the creation of "macroeconomics" as a separate discipline field of study. During the Great Depression[image: External link] of the 1930s, John Maynard Keynes[image: External link] authored a book entitled The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money[image: External link] outlining the key theories of Keynesian economics[image: External link]. Keynes contended that aggregate demand[image: External link] for goods might be insufficient during economic downturns, leading to unnecessarily high unemployment and losses of potential output.

He therefore advocated active policy responses by the public sector[image: External link], including monetary policy[image: External link] actions by the central bank[image: External link] and fiscal policy[image: External link] actions by the government to stabilize output over the business cycle[image: External link].[69] Thus, a central conclusion of Keynesian economics is that, in some situations, no strong automatic mechanism moves output and employment towards full employment[image: External link] levels. John Hicks[image: External link]' IS/LM[image: External link] model has been the most influential interpretation of The General Theory.

Over the years, understanding of the business cycle[image: External link] has branched into various research programmes[image: External link], mostly related to or distinct from Keynesianism. The neoclassical synthesis[image: External link] refers to the reconciliation of Keynesian economics with neoclassical economics[image: External link], stating that Keynesianism is correct in the short run[image: External link] but qualified by neoclassical-like considerations in the intermediate and long run[image: External link].[70]

New classical macroeconomics[image: External link], as distinct from the Keynesian view of the business cycle, posits market clearing[image: External link] with imperfect information[image: External link]. It includes Friedman's permanent income hypothesis[image: External link] on consumption and "rational expectations[image: External link]" theory,[71] led by Robert Lucas[image: External link], and real business cycle theory[image: External link].[72]

In contrast, the new Keynesian[image: External link] approach retains the rational expectations assumption, however it assumes a variety of market failures[image: External link]. In particular, New Keynesians assume prices and wages are " sticky[image: External link]", which means they do not adjust instantaneously to changes in economic conditions.[73]

Thus, the new classicals assume that prices and wages adjust automatically to attain full employment, whereas the new Keynesians see full employment as being automatically achieved only in the long run, and hence government and central-bank policies are needed because the "long run" may be very long.
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Main article: Unemployment[image: External link]


The amount of unemployment in an economy is measured by the unemployment rate, the percentage of workers without jobs in the labour force. The labour force only includes workers actively looking for jobs. People who are retired, pursuing education, or discouraged from seeking work[image: External link] by a lack of job prospects are excluded from the labour force. Unemployment can be generally broken down into several types that are related to different causes.[74]

Classical models of unemployment occurs when wages are too high for employers to be willing to hire more workers. Wages may be too high because of minimum wage laws or union activity. Consistent with classical unemployment, frictional unemployment occurs when appropriate job vacancies exist for a worker, but the length of time needed to search for and find the job leads to a period of unemployment.[74]

Structural unemployment[image: External link] covers a variety of possible causes of unemployment including a mismatch between workers' skills and the skills required for open jobs.[75] Large amounts of structural unemployment can occur when an economy is transitioning industries and workers find their previous set of skills are no longer in demand. Structural unemployment is similar to frictional unemployment since both reflect the problem of matching workers with job vacancies, but structural unemployment covers the time needed to acquire new skills not just the short term search process.[76]

While some types of unemployment may occur regardless of the condition of the economy, cyclical unemployment occurs when growth stagnates. Okun's law[image: External link] represents the empirical relationship between unemployment and economic growth.[77] The original version of Okun's law states that a 3% increase in output would lead to a 1% decrease in unemployment.[78]
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Main articles: Inflation[image: External link] and Monetary policy[image: External link]


See also: Money[image: External link], Quantity theory of money[image: External link], Monetary policy[image: External link], and History of money[image: External link]


Money[image: External link] is a means of final payment for goods in most price system[image: External link] economies and the unit of account[image: External link] in which prices are typically stated. An apt statement by Francis Amasa Walker[image: External link], a well-known economist is, "Money is what money does."[citation needed[image: External link]] Money has a general acceptability, a relative consistency in value, divisibility, durability, portability, elastic in supply and survives with mass public confidence. It includes currency held by the nonbank public and checkable deposits. It has been described as a social convention, like language, useful to one largely because it is useful to others.

As a medium of exchange[image: External link], money facilitates trade. It is essentially a measure of value and more importantly, a store of value being a basis for credit creation. Its economic function can be contrasted with barter[image: External link] (non-monetary exchange). Given a diverse array of produced goods and specialized producers, barter may entail a hard-to-locate double coincidence of wants[image: External link] as to what is exchanged, say apples and a book. Money can reduce the transaction cost[image: External link] of exchange because of its ready acceptability. Then it is less costly for the seller to accept money in exchange, rather than what the buyer produces.[79]

At the level of an economy[image: External link], theory[image: External link] and evidence are consistent with a positive relationship[image: External link] running from the total money supply[image: External link] to the nominal value[image: External link] of total output and to the general price level[image: External link]. For this reason, management of the money supply[image: External link] is a key aspect of monetary policy[image: External link].[80]
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Main articles: Fiscal policy[image: External link] and Government spending[image: External link]


Governments implement fiscal policy that influence macroeconomic conditions by adjusting spending and taxation policies to alter aggregate demand. When aggregate demand falls below the potential output of the economy, there is an output gap[image: External link] where some productive capacity is left unemployed. Governments increase spending and cut taxes to boost aggregate demand. Resources that have been idled can be used by the government.

For example, unemployed home builders can be hired to expand highways. Tax cuts allow consumers to increase their spending, which boosts aggregate demand. Both tax cuts and spending have multiplier effects[image: External link] where the initial increase in demand from the policy percolates through the economy and generates additional economic activity.

The effects of fiscal policy can be limited by crowding out[image: External link]. When there is no output gap, the economy is producing at full capacity and there are no excess productive resources. If the government increases spending in this situation, the government use resources that otherwise would have been used by the private sector, so there is no increase in overall output. Some economists think that crowding out is always an issue while others do not think it is a major issue when output is depressed.

Sceptics of fiscal policy also make the argument of Ricardian equivalence[image: External link]. They argue that an increase in debt will have to be paid for with future tax increases, which will cause people to reduce their consumption and save money to pay for the future tax increase. Under Ricardian equivalence, any boost in demand from fiscal policy will be offset by the increased savings rate intended to pay for future higher taxes.
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Main articles: International economics[image: External link] and Economic system[image: External link]


International trade studies determinants of goods-and-services flows across international boundaries. It also concerns the size and distribution of gains from trade[image: External link]. Policy applications include estimating the effects of changing tariff rates and trade quotas. International finance[image: External link] is a macroeconomic field which examines the flow of capital[image: External link] across international borders, and the effects of these movements on exchange rates[image: External link]. Increased trade in goods, services and capital between countries is a major effect of contemporary globalization[image: External link].[81]

The distinct field of development economics[image: External link] examines economic aspects of the economic development[image: External link] process in relatively low-income countries[image: External link] focusing on structural change[image: External link], poverty[image: External link], and economic growth[image: External link]. Approaches in development economics frequently incorporate social and political factors.[82]

Economic systems is the branch[image: External link] of economics that studies the methods and institutions[image: External link] by which societies determine the ownership, direction, and allocation of economic resources. An economic system of a society is the unit of analysis.

Among contemporary systems at different ends of the organizational spectrum are socialist systems[image: External link] and capitalist systems[image: External link], in which most production occurs in respectively state-run and private enterprises. In between are mixed economies[image: External link]. A common element is the interaction of economic and political influences, broadly described as political economy[image: External link]. Comparative economic systems[image: External link] studies the relative performance and behaviour of different economies or systems.[83]

The U.S. Export-Import Bank defines a Marxist-Lenninist state as having a centrally planned economy[image: External link].[84] They are now rare, examples can still be seen in Cuba[image: External link], North Korea[image: External link] and Laos[image: External link].[85][needs update[image: External link]]
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Main articles: Economic methodology[image: External link], Mathematical economics[image: External link], and Schools of economics[image: External link]


Contemporary economics uses mathematics. Economists draw on the tools of calculus[image: External link], linear algebra[image: External link], statistics[image: External link], game theory[image: External link], and computer science[image: External link].[86] Professional economists are expected to be familiar with these tools, while a minority specialize in econometrics and mathematical methods.
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Mainstream economic theory relies upon a priori[image: External link] quantitative economic models[image: External link], which employ a variety of concepts. Theory typically proceeds with an assumption of ceteris paribus[image: External link], which means holding constant explanatory variables other than the one under consideration. When creating theories, the objective is to find ones which are at least as simple in information requirements, more precise in predictions, and more fruitful in generating additional research than prior theories.[87]

In microeconomics[image: External link], principal concepts include supply and demand[image: External link], marginalism[image: External link], rational choice theory[image: External link], opportunity cost[image: External link], budget constraints[image: External link], utility[image: External link], and the theory of the firm[image: External link].[88][89] Early macroeconomic[image: External link] models focused on modeling the relationships between aggregate variables, but as the relationships appeared to change over time macroeconomists, including new Keynesians[image: External link], reformulated their models in microfoundations[image: External link].[73]

The aforementioned microeconomic concepts play a major part in macroeconomic models – for instance, in monetary theory[image: External link], the quantity theory of money[image: External link] predicts that increases in the money supply[image: External link] increase inflation[image: External link], and inflation is assumed to be influenced by rational expectations[image: External link]. In development economics[image: External link], slower growth in developed nations has been sometimes predicted because of the declining marginal returns of investment and capital, and this has been observed in the Four Asian Tigers[image: External link]. Sometimes an economic hypothesis is only qualitative[image: External link], not quantitative.[90]

Expositions of economic reasoning often use two-dimensional graphs to illustrate theoretical relationships. At a higher level of generality, Paul Samuelson[image: External link]'s treatise Foundations of Economic Analysis[image: External link] (1947) used mathematical methods to represent the theory, particularly as to maximizing behavioural relations of agents reaching equilibrium. The book focused on examining the class of statements called operationally meaningful theorems in economics, which are theorems[image: External link] that can conceivably be refuted by empirical data.[91]
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Main articles: Econometrics[image: External link] and Experimental economics[image: External link]


Economic theories are frequently tested empirically[image: External link], largely through the use of econometrics[image: External link] using economic data[image: External link].[92] The controlled experiments common to the physical sciences[image: External link] are difficult and uncommon in economics,[93] and instead broad data is observationally studied[image: External link]; this type of testing is typically regarded as less rigorous than controlled experimentation, and the conclusions typically more tentative. However, the field of experimental economics[image: External link] is growing, and increasing use is being made of natural experiments[image: External link].

Statistical methods[image: External link] such as regression analysis[image: External link] are common. Practitioners use such methods to estimate the size, economic significance, and statistical significance[image: External link] ("signal strength") of the hypothesized relation(s) and to adjust for noise from other variables. By such means, a hypothesis may gain acceptance, although in a probabilistic, rather than certain, sense. Acceptance is dependent upon the falsifiable[image: External link] hypothesis surviving tests. Use of commonly accepted methods need not produce a final conclusion or even a consensus on a particular question, given different tests, data sets[image: External link], and prior beliefs.

Criticism based on professional standards and non- replicability[image: External link] of results serve as further checks against bias, errors, and over-generalization,[89][94] although much economic research has been accused of being non-replicable, and prestigious journals have been accused of not facilitating replication through the provision of the code and data.[95] Like theories, uses of test statistics are themselves open to critical analysis,[96] although critical commentary on papers in economics in prestigious journals such as the American Economic Review[image: External link] has declined precipitously in the past 40 years. This has been attributed to journals' incentives to maximize citations in order to rank higher on the Social Science Citation Index (SSCI).[97]

In applied economics, input-output models[image: External link] employing linear programming[image: External link] methods are quite common. Large amounts of data are run through computer programs to analyse the impact of certain policies; IMPLAN[image: External link] is one well-known example.

Experimental economics[image: External link] has promoted the use of scientifically controlled[image: External link] experiments[image: External link]. This has reduced long-noted distinction of economics from natural sciences[image: External link] allowed direct tests of what were previously taken as axioms.[98] In some cases these have found that the axioms are not entirely correct; for example, the ultimatum game[image: External link] has revealed that people reject unequal offers.

In behavioural economics[image: External link], psychologist Daniel Kahneman[image: External link] won the Nobel Prize in economics[image: External link] in 2002 for his and Amos Tversky[image: External link]'s empirical discovery of several cognitive biases[image: External link] and heuristics[image: External link]. Similar empirical testing occurs in neuroeconomics[image: External link]. Another example is the assumption of narrowly selfish preferences versus a model that tests for selfish, altruistic, and cooperative preferences.[99] These techniques have led some to argue that economics is a "genuine science."[100]
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Main article: Economist[image: External link]


The professionalization of economics, reflected in the growth of graduate programmes on the subject, has been described as "the main change in economics since around 1900".[101] Most major universities[image: External link] and many colleges have a major, school, or department in which academic degrees[image: External link] are awarded in the subject, whether in the liberal arts[image: External link], business, or for professional study.

In the private sector, professional economists are employed as consultants and in industry, including banking[image: External link] and finance[image: External link]. Economists also work for various government departments and agencies, for example, the national Treasury[image: External link], Central Bank[image: External link] or Bureau of Statistics[image: External link].

The Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences[image: External link] (commonly known as the Nobel Prize in Economics) is a prize awarded to economists each year for outstanding intellectual contributions in the field.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Related subjects




Main articles: Law and Economics[image: External link], Natural resource economics[image: External link], Philosophy and economics[image: External link], and Political economy[image: External link]


Economics is one social science[image: External link] among several and has fields bordering on other areas, including economic geography[image: External link], economic history[image: External link], public choice[image: External link], energy economics[image: External link], cultural economics[image: External link], family economics[image: External link] and institutional economics[image: External link].

Law and economics, or economic analysis of law, is an approach to legal theory that applies methods of economics to law. It includes the use of economic concepts to explain the effects of legal rules, to assess which legal rules are economically efficient[image: External link], and to predict what the legal rules will be.[102] A seminal article by Ronald Coase[image: External link] published in 1961 suggested that well-defined property rights could overcome the problems of externalities[image: External link].[103]

Political economy[image: External link] is the interdisciplinary study that combines economics, law, and political science[image: External link] in explaining how political institutions, the political environment, and the economic system ( capitalist[image: External link], socialist[image: External link], mixed) influence each other. It studies questions such as how monopoly[image: External link], rent-seeking[image: External link] behaviour, and externalities[image: External link] should impact government policy.[104] Historians[image: External link] have employed political economy to explore the ways in the past that persons and groups with common economic interests have used politics to effect changes beneficial to their interests.[105]

Energy economics[image: External link] is a broad scientific[image: External link] subject area which includes topics related to energy supply[image: External link] and energy demand[image: External link]. Georgescu-Roegen[image: External link] reintroduced the concept of entropy[image: External link] in relation to economics and energy from thermodynamics[image: External link], as distinguished from what he viewed as the mechanistic foundation of neoclassical economics drawn from Newtonian physics. His work contributed significantly to thermoeconomics[image: External link] and to ecological economics[image: External link]. He also did foundational work which later developed into evolutionary economics[image: External link].[106]

The sociological[image: External link] subfield of economic sociology[image: External link] arose, primarily through the work of Émile Durkheim[image: External link], Max Weber[image: External link] and Georg Simmel[image: External link], as an approach to analysing the effects of economic phenomena in relation to the overarching social paradigm (i.e. modernity[image: External link]).[107] Classic works include Max Weber[image: External link]'s The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism[image: External link] (1905) and Georg Simmel[image: External link]'s The Philosophy of Money[image: External link] (1900). More recently, the works of Mark Granovetter[image: External link], Peter Hedstrom[image: External link] and Richard Swedberg[image: External link] have been influential in this field.
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Main articles: History of economic thought[image: External link] and History of macroeconomic thought[image: External link]


Economic writings date from earlier Mesopotamian[image: External link], Greek[image: External link], Roman[image: External link], Indian subcontinent[image: External link], Chinese[image: External link], Persian[image: External link], and Arab[image: External link] civilizations. Notable writers from Antiquity[image: External link] through to the Renaissance[image: External link] include Aristotle[image: External link], Xenophon[image: External link], Chanakya[image: External link] (also known as Kautilya), Qin Shi Huang[image: External link], Thomas Aquinas[image: External link], and Ibn Khaldun[image: External link]. Joseph Schumpeter[image: External link] described Aquinas as "coming nearer than any other group to being the 'founders' of scientific economics" as to monetary[image: External link], interest, and value[image: External link] theory within a natural-law[image: External link] perspective.[108][not in citation given[image: External link]]

Two groups, later called "mercantilists" and "physiocrats", more directly influenced the subsequent development of the subject. Both groups were associated with the rise of economic nationalism[image: External link] and modern capitalism[image: External link] in Europe. Mercantilism[image: External link] was an economic doctrine that flourished from the 16th to 18th century in a prolific pamphlet literature, whether of merchants or statesmen. It held that a nation's wealth depended on its accumulation of gold and silver. Nations without access to mines could obtain gold and silver from trade only by selling goods abroad and restricting imports other than of gold and silver. The doctrine called for importing cheap raw materials to be used in manufacturing goods, which could be exported, and for state regulation to impose protective tariffs on foreign manufactured goods and prohibit manufacturing in the colonies.[109]

Physiocrats[image: External link], a group of 18th-century French thinkers and writers, developed the idea of the economy as a circular flow[image: External link] of income and output. Physiocrats believed that only agricultural production generated a clear surplus over cost, so that agriculture was the basis of all wealth. Thus, they opposed the mercantilist policy of promoting manufacturing and trade at the expense of agriculture, including import tariffs. Physiocrats advocated replacing administratively costly tax collections with a single tax on income of land owners. In reaction against copious mercantilist trade regulations, the physiocrats advocated a policy of laissez-faire[image: External link], which called for minimal government intervention in the economy.[110]

Adam Smith[image: External link] (1723–1790) was an early economic theorist.[111] Smith was harshly critical of the mercantilists but described the physiocratic system "with all its imperfections" as "perhaps the purest approximation to the truth that has yet been published" on the subject.[112]
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Main article: Classical economics[image: External link]


The publication of Adam Smith[image: External link]'s The Wealth of Nations[image: External link] in 1776, has been described as "the effective birth of economics as a separate discipline."[113] The book identified land, labour, and capital as the three factors of production and the major contributors to a nation's wealth, as distinct from the Physiocratic idea that only agriculture was productive.

Smith discusses potential benefits of specialization by division of labour[image: External link], including increased labour productivity[image: External link] and gains from trade[image: External link], whether between town and country or across countries.[114] His "theorem" that "the division of labor is limited by the extent of the market" has been described as the "core of a theory of the functions of firm[image: External link] and industry[image: External link]" and a "fundamental principle of economic organization."[115] To Smith has also been ascribed "the most important substantive proposition in all of economics" and foundation of resource-allocation[image: External link] theory – that, under competition[image: External link], resource owners (of labour, land, and capital) seek their most profitable uses, resulting in an equal rate of return for all uses in equilibrium[image: External link] (adjusted for apparent differences arising from such factors as training and unemployment).[116]

In an argument that includes "one of the most famous passages in all economics,"[117] Smith represents every individual as trying to employ any capital they might command for their own advantage, not that of the society,[118] and for the sake of profit, which is necessary at some level for employing capital in domestic industry, and positively related to the value of produce.[119] In this:


He generally, indeed, neither intends to promote the public interest, nor knows how much he is promoting it. By preferring the support of domestic to that of foreign industry, he intends only his own security; and by directing that industry in such a manner as its produce may be of the greatest value, he intends only his own gain, and he is in this, as in many other cases, led by an invisible hand to promote an end which was no part of his intention. Nor is it always the worse for the society that it was no part of it. By pursuing his own interest he frequently promotes that of the society more effectually than when he really intends to promote it.[120]



The Rev.[image: External link] Thomas Robert Malthus[image: External link] (1798) used the concept of diminishing returns[image: External link] to explain low living standards. Human population[image: External link], he argued, tended to increase geometrically, outstripping the production of food, which increased arithmetically. The force of a rapidly growing population against a limited amount of land meant diminishing returns to labour. The result, he claimed, was chronically low wages, which prevented the standard of living for most of the population from rising above the subsistence level.[121] Economist Julian Lincoln Simon[image: External link] has criticized Malthus's conclusions.[122]

While Adam Smith emphasized the production of income, David Ricardo[image: External link] (1817) focused on the distribution of income among landowners, workers, and capitalists. Ricardo saw an inherent conflict between landowners on the one hand and labour and capital on the other. He posited that the growth of population and capital, pressing against a fixed supply of land, pushes up rents and holds down wages and profits. Ricardo was the first to state and prove the principle of comparative advantage[image: External link], according to which each country should specialize in producing and exporting goods in that it has a lower relative cost of production, rather relying only on its own production.[123] It has been termed a "fundamental analytical explanation" for gains from trade[image: External link].[124]

Coming at the end of the Classical tradition, John Stuart Mill[image: External link] (1848) parted company with the earlier classical economists on the inevitability of the distribution of income produced by the market system. Mill pointed to a distinct difference between the market's two roles: allocation of resources and distribution of income. The market might be efficient in allocating resources but not in distributing income, he wrote, making it necessary for society to intervene.[125]

Value theory was important in classical theory. Smith wrote that the "real price of every thing ... is the toil and trouble of acquiring it" as influenced by its scarcity. Smith maintained that, with rent and profit, other costs besides wages also enter the price of a commodity.[126] Other classical economists presented variations on Smith, termed the 'labour theory of value[image: External link]'. Classical economics focused on the tendency of any market economy to settle in a final stationary state made up of a constant stock of physical wealth (capital) and a constant population size[image: External link].
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Main article: Marxian economics[image: External link]


Marxist (later, Marxian) economics descends from classical economics. It derives from the work of Karl Marx[image: External link]. The first volume of Marx's major work, Das Kapital[image: External link], was published in German in 1867. In it, Marx focused on the labour theory of value[image: External link] and the theory of surplus value[image: External link] which, he believed, explained the exploitation of labour by capital.[127] The labour theory of value held that the value of an exchanged commodity was determined by the labour that went into its production and the theory of surplus value demonstrated how the workers only got paid a proportion of the value their work had created.[84]
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Main article: Neoclassical economics[image: External link]


At the dawn as a social science, economics was defined and discussed at length as the study of production, distribution, and consumption of wealth by Jean-Baptiste Say in his "Treatise on Political Economy or, The Production, Distribution, and Consumption of Wealth" (1803). These three items are considered by the science only in relation to the increase or diminution of wealth, and not in reference to their processes of execution.[128] Say's definition has prevailed up to our time, saved by substituting the word "wealth" for "goods and services" meaning that wealth may include non material objects as well. One hundred and thirty years later, Lionel Robbins[image: External link] noticed that this definition no longer sufficed,[129] because many economists were making theoretical and philosophical inroads in other areas of human activity. In his Essay on the Nature and Significance of Economic Science[image: External link], he proposed a definition of economics as a study of a particular aspect of human behaviour, the one that falls under the influence of scarcity,[130] which forces people to choose, allocate scarce resources to competing ends, and economize (seeking the greatest welfare while avoiding the wasting of scarce resources). For Robbins, the insufficiency was solved, and his definition allows us to proclaim, with an easy conscience, education economics, safety and security economics, health economics, war economics, and of course, production, distribution and consumption economics as valid subjects of the economic science."

Citing Robbins: "Economics is the science which studies human behavior as a relationship between ends and scarce means which have alternative uses".[131] After discussing it for decades, Robbins' definition became widely accepted by mainstream economists, and it has opened way into current textbooks.[132] Although far from unanimous, most mainstream economists would accept some version of Robbins' definition, even though many have raised serious objections to the scope and method of economics, emanating from that definition.[133] Due to the lack of strong consensus, and that production, distribution and consumption of goods and services is the prime area of study of economics, the old definition still stands in many quarters.

A body of theory later termed "neoclassical economics" or " marginalism[image: External link]" formed from about 1870 to 1910. The term "economics" was popularized by such neoclassical economists as Alfred Marshall[image: External link] as a concise synonym for 'economic science' and a substitute for the earlier "political economy[image: External link]".[11] This corresponded to the influence on the subject of mathematical methods used in the natural sciences[image: External link].[134]

Neoclassical economics systematized supply and demand[image: External link] as joint determinants of price and quantity in market equilibrium, affecting both the allocation of output and the distribution of income. It dispensed with the labour theory of value[image: External link] inherited from classical economics in favour of a marginal utility[image: External link] theory of value on the demand side and a more general theory of costs on the supply side.[135] In the 20th century, neoclassical theorists moved away from an earlier notion suggesting that total utility for a society could be measured in favour of ordinal utility[image: External link], which hypothesizes merely behaviour-based relations across persons.[41][136]

In microeconomics[image: External link], neoclassical economics represents incentives and costs as playing a pervasive role in shaping decision making[image: External link]. An immediate example of this is the consumer theory[image: External link] of individual demand, which isolates how prices (as costs) and income affect quantity demanded.[41] In macroeconomics[image: External link] it is reflected in an early and lasting neoclassical synthesis[image: External link] with Keynesian macroeconomics.[70][137]

Neoclassical economics is occasionally referred as orthodox economics whether by its critics or sympathizers. Modern mainstream economics[image: External link] builds on neoclassical economics but with many refinements that either supplement or generalize earlier analysis, such as econometrics[image: External link], game theory[image: External link], analysis of market failure[image: External link] and imperfect competition[image: External link], and the neoclassical model[image: External link] of economic growth[image: External link] for analysing long-run variables affecting national income[image: External link].

Neoclassical economics studies the behaviour of individuals[image: External link], households[image: External link], and organizations[image: External link] (called economic actors, players, or agents), when they manage or use scarce[image: External link] resources, which have alternative uses, to achieve desired ends. Agents are assumed to act rationally, have multiple desirable ends in sight, limited resources to obtain these ends, a set of stable preferences, a definite overall guiding objective, and the capability of making a choice. There exists an economic problem, subject to study by economic science, when a decision[image: External link] (choice) is made by one or more resource-controlling players to attain the best possible outcome under bounded rational conditions. In other words, resource-controlling agents maximize value subject to the constraints imposed by the information the agents have, their cognitive limitations, and the finite amount of time they have to make and execute a decision. Economic science centres on the activities of the economic agents that comprise society.[138] They are the focus of economic analysis.[139]

An approach to understanding these processes, through the study of agent behaviour under scarcity, may go as follows:

The continuous interplay (exchange or trade) done by economic actors in all markets sets the prices for all goods and services which, in turn, make the rational managing of scarce resources possible. At the same time, the decisions (choices) made by the same actors, while they are pursuing their own interest, determine the level of output (production), consumption, savings, and investment, in an economy, as well as the remuneration (distribution) paid to the owners of labour (in the form of wages), capital (in the form of profits) and land (in the form of rent).[140] Each period, as if they were in a giant feedback system, economic players influence the pricing processes and the economy, and are in turn influenced by them until a steady state (equilibrium) of all variables involved is reached or until an external shock throws the system toward a new equilibrium point. Because of the autonomous actions of rational interacting agents, the economy is a complex adaptive system.[141][142]
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Main articles: Keynesian economics[image: External link] and Post-Keynesian economics[image: External link]


Keynesian economics derives from John Maynard Keynes[image: External link], in particular his book The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money[image: External link] (1936), which ushered in contemporary macroeconomics[image: External link] as a distinct field.[143] The book focused on determinants of national income in the short run when prices are relatively inflexible. Keynes attempted to explain in broad theoretical detail why high labour-market unemployment might not be self-correcting due to low "effective demand[image: External link]" and why even price flexibility and monetary policy might be unavailing. The term "revolutionary" has been applied to the book in its impact on economic analysis.[144]

Keynesian economics has two successors. Post-Keynesian economics[image: External link] also concentrates on macroeconomic rigidities and adjustment processes. Research on micro foundations for their models is represented as based on real-life practices rather than simple optimizing models. It is generally associated with the University of Cambridge[image: External link] and the work of Joan Robinson[image: External link].[145]

New-Keynesian economics[image: External link] is also associated with developments in the Keynesian fashion. Within this group researchers tend to share with other economists the emphasis on models employing micro foundations and optimizing behaviour but with a narrower focus on standard Keynesian themes such as price and wage rigidity. These are usually made to be endogenous features of the models, rather than simply assumed as in older Keynesian-style ones.
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Main article: Chicago school (economics)[image: External link]


The Chicago School of economics is best known for its free market advocacy and monetarist[image: External link] ideas. According to Milton Friedman and monetarists, market economies are inherently stable if the money supply does not greatly expand or contract. Ben Bernanke, former Chairman of the Federal Reserve, is among the economists today generally accepting Friedman's analysis of the causes of the Great Depression.[146]

Milton Friedman effectively took many of the basic principles set forth by Adam Smith[image: External link] and the classical economists and modernized them. One example of this is his article in the September 1970 issue of The New York Times Magazine, where he claims that the social responsibility of business should be "to use its resources and engage in activities designed to increase its profits ... (through) open and free competition without deception or fraud."[147]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other schools and approaches




Main article: Schools of economics[image: External link]


Other well-known schools or trends of thought referring to a particular style of economics practised at and disseminated from well-defined groups of academicians that have become known worldwide, include the Austrian School[image: External link], the Freiburg School[image: External link], the School of Lausanne[image: External link], post-Keynesian economics[image: External link] and the Stockholm school[image: External link]. Contemporary mainstream economics[image: External link] is sometimes separated into the Saltwater approach of those universities along the Eastern[image: External link] and Western[image: External link] coasts of the US, and the Freshwater, or Chicago-school approach.

Within macroeconomics there is, in general order of their appearance in the literature; classical economics[image: External link], Keynesian economics[image: External link], the neoclassical synthesis, post-Keynesian economics[image: External link], monetarism[image: External link], new classical economics[image: External link], and supply-side economics[image: External link]. Alternative developments include ecological economics[image: External link], constitutional economics[image: External link], institutional economics[image: External link], evolutionary economics[image: External link], dependency theory[image: External link], structuralist economics[image: External link], world systems theory[image: External link], econophysics[image: External link], feminist economics[image: External link] and biophysical economics[image: External link].[148]
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According to various random and anonymous surveys of members of the American Economic Association[image: External link], economists have agreement about the following propositions by percentage:[149][150][151][152][153][154]


	A ceiling on rents[image: External link] reduces the quantity and quality of housing available. (93% agree)

	
Tariffs and import quotas[image: External link] usually reduce general economic welfare. (93% agree)

	
Flexible[image: External link] and floating[image: External link] exchange rates[image: External link] offer an effective international monetary arrangement[image: External link]. (90% agree)

	
Fiscal policy[image: External link] (e.g., tax cut[image: External link] and/or government expenditure increase[image: External link]) has a significant stimulative impact[image: External link] on a less than fully employed[image: External link] economy. (90% agree)

	The United States should not restrict employers from outsourcing[image: External link] work to foreign countries. (90% agree)

	
Economic growth[image: External link] in developed countries like the United States leads to greater levels of well-being. (88% agree)

	The United States should eliminate agricultural subsidies[image: External link]. (85% agree)

	An appropriately designed fiscal policy can increase the long-run rate of capital formation[image: External link]. (85% agree)

	
Local[image: External link] and state governments[image: External link] should eliminate subsidies to professional sports franchises[image: External link]. (85% agree)

	If the federal budget[image: External link] is to be balanced[image: External link], it should be done over the business cycle[image: External link] rather than yearly. (85% agree)

	The gap between Social Security[image: External link] funds and expenditures will become unsustainably large within the next fifty years[image: External link] if current policies remain unchanged. (85% agree)

	Cash payments increase the welfare of recipients to a greater degree than do transfers-in-kind of equal cash value. (84% agree)

	A large federal[image: External link] budget deficit[image: External link] has an adverse effect on the economy. (83% agree)

	The redistribution of income[image: External link] in the United States is a legitimate role for the government. (83% agree)

	
Inflation[image: External link] is caused primarily by too much growth in the money supply[image: External link]. (83% agree)

	The United States should not ban genetically modified crops[image: External link]. (82% agree)

	A minimum wage[image: External link] increases unemployment among young and unskilled workers. (79% agree)

	The government should restructure the welfare system along the lines of a "negative income tax[image: External link]." (79% agree)

	
Effluent taxes[image: External link] and marketable pollution permits[image: External link] represent a better approach to pollution control[image: External link] than imposition of pollution ceilings. (78% agree)

	Government subsidies on ethanol[image: External link] in the United States should be reduced or eliminated. (78% agree)
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"The dismal science[image: External link]" is a derogatory alternative name for economics devised by the Victorian[image: External link] historian Thomas Carlyle[image: External link] in the 19th century. It is often stated that Carlyle gave economics the nickname "the dismal science" as a response to the late 18th century writings of The Reverend Thomas Robert Malthus[image: External link], who grimly predicted that starvation would result, as projected population growth exceeded the rate of increase in the food supply. However, the actual phrase was coined by Carlyle in the context of a debate with John Stuart Mill[image: External link] on slavery[image: External link], in which Carlyle argued for slavery, while Mill opposed it.[19]

Some economists, like John Stuart Mill[image: External link] or Léon Walras[image: External link], have maintained that the production of wealth should not be tied to its distribution.[155]

In The Wealth of Nations, Adam Smith[image: External link] addressed many issues that are currently also the subject of debate and dispute. Smith repeatedly attacks groups of politically aligned individuals who attempt to use their collective influence to manipulate a government into doing their bidding. In Smith's day, these were referred to as factions[image: External link], but are now more commonly called special interests[image: External link], a term which can comprise international bankers, corporate conglomerations, outright oligopolies[image: External link], monopolies[image: External link], trade unions[image: External link] and other groups.[156]

Economics per se, as a social science, is independent of the political acts of any government or other decision-making organization, however, many policymakers[image: External link] or individuals holding highly ranked positions that can influence other people's lives are known for arbitrarily using a plethora of economic concepts and rhetoric[image: External link] as vehicles to legitimize agendas[image: External link] and value systems[image: External link], and do not limit their remarks to matters relevant to their responsibilities.[157] The close relation of economic theory and practice with politics[image: External link][158] is a focus of contention that may shade or distort the most unpretentious original tenets of economics, and is often confused with specific social agendas and value systems.[159]

Notwithstanding, economics legitimately has a role in informing government policy. It is, indeed, in some ways an outgrowth of the older field of political economy. Some academic economic journals are currently focusing increased efforts on gauging the consensus of economists regarding certain policy issues in hopes of effecting a more informed political environment. Currently, there exists a low approval rate from professional economists regarding many public policies. Policy issues featured in a recent survey of American Economic Association[image: External link] economists include trade restrictions, social insurance for those put out of work by international competition, genetically modified foods, curbside recycling, health insurance (several questions), medical malpractice, barriers to entering the medical profession, organ donations, unhealthy foods, mortgage deductions, taxing internet sales, Wal-Mart, casinos, ethanol subsidies, and inflation targeting.[160]

In Steady State Economics 1977, leading ecological economist[image: External link] and steady-state theorist[image: External link] Herman Daly[image: External link] argues that there exist logical inconsistencies between the emphasis placed on economic growth and the limited availability of natural resources.[161]

Issues like central bank[image: External link] independence, central bank policies and rhetoric in central bank governors discourse or the premises of macroeconomic policies[image: External link][162] ( monetary[image: External link] and fiscal policy[image: External link]) of the state[image: External link], are focus of contention and criticism.[163]

Deirdre McCloskey[image: External link] has argued that many empirical economic studies are poorly reported, and she and Stephen Ziliak argue that although her critique[image: External link] has been well-received, practice has not improved.[164] This latter contention is controversial.[165]

A 2002 International Monetary Fund[image: External link] study looked at "consensus forecasts" (the forecasts of large groups of economists) that were made in advance of 60 different national recessions in the 1990s: in 97% of the cases the economists did not predict the contraction a year in advance. On those rare occasions when economists did successfully predict recessions, they significantly underestimated their severity.[166]
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Economics has been subject to criticism that it relies on unrealistic, unverifiable, or highly simplified assumptions, in some cases because these assumptions simplify the proofs of desired conclusions. Examples of such assumptions include perfect information[image: External link], profit maximization[image: External link] and rational choices[image: External link].[167][168] The field of information economics[image: External link] includes both mathematical-economical research and also behavioural economics[image: External link], akin to studies in behavioural psychology[image: External link].[169]

Nevertheless, prominent mainstream economists such as Keynes[170] and Joskow have observed that much of economics is conceptual rather than quantitative, and difficult to model and formalize quantitatively. In a discussion on oligopoly[image: External link] research, Paul Joskow[image: External link] pointed out in 1975 that in practice, serious students of actual economies tended to use "informal models" based upon qualitative factors specific to particular industries. Joskow had a strong feeling that the important work in oligopoly was done through informal observations while formal models were "trotted out ex post[image: External link]". He argued that formal models were largely not important in the empirical work, either, and that the fundamental factor behind the theory of the firm, behaviour, was neglected.[171]

In recent years, feminist critiques of neoclassical economic models gained prominence, leading to the formation of feminist economics[image: External link].[172] Contrary to common conceptions of economics as a positive[image: External link] and objective[image: External link] science, feminist economists call attention to the social construction of economics[173] and highlight the ways in which its models and methods reflect masculine preferences. Primary criticisms focus on failures to account for: the selfish nature of actors (homo economicus[image: External link]); exogenous tastes; the impossibility of utility comparisons; the exclusion of unpaid work; and the exclusion of class and gender considerations. Feminist economics[image: External link] developed to address these concerns, and the field now includes critical examinations of many areas of economics including paid and unpaid work, economic epistemology and history, globalization, household economics and the care economy. In 1988, Marilyn Waring[image: External link] published the book If Women Counted[image: External link], in which she argues that the discipline of economics ignores women's unpaid work[image: External link] and the value of nature[image: External link];[174] according to Julie A. Nelson[image: External link], If Women Counted "showed exactly how the unpaid work traditionally done by women has been made invisible within national accounting systems[image: External link]" and "issued a wake-up call to issues of ecological sustainability[image: External link]."[175] Bjørnholt and McKay argue that the financial crisis of 2007–08[image: External link] and the response to it revealed a crisis of ideas in mainstream economics and within the economics profession, and call for a reshaping of both the economy, economic theory and the economics profession. They argue that such a reshaping should include new advances within feminist economics that take as their starting point the socially responsible, sensible and accountable subject in creating an economy and economic theories that fully acknowledge care for each other as well as the planet.[176]

Philip Mirowski[image: External link] observes that


The imperatives of the orthodox research programme [of economic science] leave little room for maneuver and less room for originality. ... These mandates ... Appropriate as many mathematical techniques and metaphorical expressions from contemporary respectable science, primarily physics as possible. ... Preserve to the maximum extent possible the attendant nineteenth-century overtones of "natural order" ... Deny strenuously that neoclassical theory slavishly imitates physics. ... Above all, prevent all rival research programmes from encroaching ... by ridiculing all external attempts to appropriate twentieth century physics models. ... All theorizing is [in this way] held hostage to nineteenth-century concepts of energy.[177]



In a series of peer-reviewed journal and conference papers and books published over a period of several decades, John McMurtry[image: External link][178] has provided extensive criticism of what he terms the "unexamined assumptions and implications [of economics], and their consequent cost to people's lives."[179]

Nassim Nicholas Taleb[image: External link] and Michael Perelman[image: External link] are two additional scholars who criticized conventional or mainstream economics. Taleb opposes most economic theorizing, which in his view suffers acutely from the problem of overuse of Plato's Theory of Forms[image: External link], and calls for cancellation of the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economics[image: External link], saying that the damage from economic theories can be devastating.[180][181] Michael Perelman provides extensive criticism of economics and its assumptions in all his books[image: External link] (and especially his books[image: External link] published from 2000 to date), papers and interviews.

Despite these concerns, mainstream graduate programs have become increasingly technical and mathematical.[182][183]
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The Trump Organization is an American privately owned international conglomerate[image: External link] based in Trump Tower in Midtown Manhattan, New York City. It serves as the holding company[image: External link] for all of the business ventures of the current President of the United States, Donald Trump.

The company was founded in 1923 by Trump's grandmother and father as Elizabeth Trump & Son. From 1971 to 2017, Trump ran the company as chairman and president.[4] After being elected[image: External link] U.S. president[image: External link], Trump announced that his two oldest sons Donald Trump Jr.[image: External link] and Eric Trump (both longtime company executive vice presidents[image: External link]), along with longtime CFO[image: External link] Allen Weisselberg, 69, have taken over the management of the company, serving as trustees[image: External link] for the duration of Trump's presidency. Although he is no longer involved with its day-to-day management,[5] the company remains under Trump's ownership.[6] Daughter Ivanka Trump is also, in March 2017, listed as an executive vice president of the "next generation" management of the organization.[7][8]

The Trump Organization has interests in real estate development, investing, brokerage, sales and marketing, and property management. The company owns, operates, invests[image: External link], and develops residential real estate[image: External link], hotels, resorts[image: External link], residential towers[image: External link], and golf courses in different countries, as well as owning several hundred thousand square feet (several hectares) of prime Manhattan real estate. It lists involvement in 515 subsidiaries and entities with 264 of them bearing Trump's name and another 54 including his initials.[9][10][11]

With investments within the United States and globally, The Trump Organization spans a wide variety of industries including real estate, construction, hospitality, entertainment, book and magazine publishing, media, model management, retail, financial services, board game development, food and beverages, business education, online travel, airlines, helicopter air services and beauty pageants.[12][13] It owns a New York television production company that produces television programs including the reality television program, The Apprentice.[14] The company also engages in retailing, having at various times sold fashion apparel, jewelry and accessories, books, home furnishings, lighting products, bath textiles and accessories, bedding, home fragrance products, small leather goods, barware, steaks, chocolate bars, and bottled spring water.[15]

The Trump Organization has divested a number of properties that continue to bear the Trump name even though Trump no longer owns them. For example, in February 2016, it sold its stake in Trump Entertainment Resorts, which owns the Trump Taj Mahal, the Trump Plaza, and the Trump Marina[image: External link] casinos in Atlantic City, New Jersey.[16] Since October 2016, The Trump Organization has also developed properties under the name Scion Hotels, which are priced lower and are marketed towards younger customers.[17][18]
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The Trump Organization is the collective name of approximately 500 business entities[image: External link] of which Donald Trump is the sole or principal owner.[19] Until his inauguration as President of the United States, Trump served as chairman and president. His three adult children and three unrelated employees served as key executives.[20]

At a press conference on January 11, 2017, Trump said he and his daughter Ivanka will resign all roles with The Trump Organization, while his two oldest sons Donald Jr. and Eric run the business, together with existing Chief Financial Officer Allen Weisselberg.[8] Trump will retain his financial stake in the business.[21] His attorney Sheri Dillon said that before the January 20 inauguration Trump will put the business assets into a trust, which will hire an ethics advisor and a compliance counsel. She added that the Trump Organization will not pursue any new foreign business deals, while continuing to pursue domestic opportunities.[6]
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Elizabeth Christ Trump, grandmother of Donald Trump, founded Elizabeth Trump & Son in 1923 with her son Fred Trump who was 18 at the time.[22][1][23] Elizabeth and her husband Frederick Trump had moved to the borough of Queens[image: External link] in 1906 where her husband began developing real estate. In 1918, however, he died of influenza leaving an estate valued at $31,359 ($492,016 in 2016 dollars).[24]

Elizabeth had a "remarkable talent"[22] for keeping the real estate business going after her husband's death. She had a local contractor build houses on an empty piece of property they owned, sold the houses, and lived off the mortgage and rental proceeds paid by the new owners. Her vision was to have her three children continue the family business when they finished school, but her middle son Fred, wanted to start earlier. She founded the company "Elizabeth Trump & Son" to give him his start. Since he was under age, she signed all legal documents. Fred eventually became a successful real estate developer himself but Elizabeth would remain involved throughout her life. Even in her 70s she would collect coins from the laundromats in the Trump buildings.[22]
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Donald Trump worked for Elizabeth Trump & Son while attending the University of Pennsylvania, and in 1968 officially joined the company.[25] He was given control of the company in 1971 and, in one of his first acts, renamed the company The Trump Organization.[26][27]
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Under the pre-inaugural management agreement, Forbes magazine reported in March 2017:


The Trump Organization has curtailed some of its international work, pulling out of deals in Azerbaijan[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link] and Brazil, while pledging to do no new foreign deals (though it has apparently resurrected an old deal in the Dominican Republic[image: External link]). Trump’s international hotel licensing and management business only makes up $220 million of his estimated $3.5 billion fortune, but it’s the most dynamic part of the Trump portfolio—and it throws off chunks of cash with virtually no risk. As the Trumps have wound down some international deals, they continue to push forward with new domestic agreements.



Eric Trump, in the Forbes article, discussed the "clear separation of church and state that we maintain" between the business and his father and said that with his father's U.S. Presidency and related changes "[y]ou could look at it either way" in terms of business prospects. He also said that "he will continue to update his father on the business while he is in the presidency ... 'probably quarterly ... profitability reports and stuff like that'". The article quoted Larry Noble, general counsel of the nonpartisan Campaign Legal Center[image: External link] and a former chief ethics officer[image: External link] at the Federal Election Commission, and President George W. Bush’s former chief ethics lawyer, Richard Painter[image: External link], as looking negatively at such multiple planned updates of President Trump per year.[28] Noble said in part "if he is now going to get reports from his son about the businesses, then he really isn’t separate in any real way” and Painter said in part "at the end of the day, he owns the business. He has the conflicts that come with it.”[28]

Also in March 2017, Forbes did a listing of all "36 mini-Trumps", as it termed the domestic and international partners—often described as "billionaires"—with whom The Trump Organization has worked over the years. Introducing the listing, the magazine reported that at least 14 of the partners attended the President's inauguration and some of them paid for $18,000-a-night accommodations at the Trump International Hotel[image: External link] in Washington, D.C. for the event.[29]
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As of 2015, it is estimated that Trump's real estate holdings were worth about US$3.5 billion with a value of commercial properties totaled at US$1.3 billion, his residential properties at US$410 million, and his club facilities at US$866 million, and an additional US$940 million for properties he has less than 100% stake in.[32] Trump's real estate holdings form the core of his assets and provide much of his income, with a wide array of real estate licensing, branding and marketing deals and royalties that provide millions in annual cash flow[image: External link].[33][34] As of 2005 Trump-branded condominiums in New York City sold for 36% more than comparable properties, according to the Corcoran Group.[35] In 2015, Trump earned $71 million from condo sales and collects $41.9 million in rental income on his buildings annually.[36]
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Trump Tower, 725 Fifth Avenue[image: External link], Midtown Manhattan: A 58-story mixed-use tower,[37] the headquarters of the Trump Organization, now 100% leased, was developed by a business partnership between the Trump Organization and the Equitable Life Assurance Society of the United States in 1983. Trump retains full control of the commercial and retail components of the tower.[38] In 2006, it was valued at $318 million, less a $30 million mortgage.[39] The total value of Trump Tower's commercial and retail spaces is $460 million. The building was refinanced for $100 million in August 2012, allowing Trump to take a cash distribution of over $73 million.[38]

	Personal Residence Trump Tower: Top 3 floors of Trump Tower with approximately 30,000 square feet (3,000 m2) of space; the triplex penthouse is decorated in diamond, 24-carat gold and marble, and features an interior fountain and a massive Italianate-style painting on the ceilings.[38] Worth as much as $50 million, it is one of the most valuable apartments in New York City.[40]






	
Trump World Tower, 845 United Nations Plaza, also in Midtown Manhattan: In 2006, Forbes magazine estimated "$290 million in profits and unrealized appreciation" going to Trump.[39]


	AXA Financial Center, 1290 Avenue of the Americas, New York City and 555 California Street[image: External link], in San Francisco: When Trump was forced to sell a stake in the railyards on Manhattan's West Side, the Asian group to which he sold then sold much of the site for $1.76 billion. Trump owns a 30% stake in both 1290 Sixth Avenue and 555 California Street. A 43-story trophy office tower, 1290 Sixth is worth as much as $1.5 billion.[38] Trump's stake is estimated to be $450 million.[38] Trump's interest in 555 California Street is worth $400 million.[38]


	The Trump Building at 40 Wall Street: Trump bought and renovated this building for $1 million in 1995. The pre-tax net operating income at the building as of 2011 was US$20.89 million and is valued at $350 to $400 million, according to the New York Department of Finance. Trump took out a $160 million mortgage attached to the property with an interest rate of 5.71% to use for other investments.[38] Forbes valued the property at $260 million in 2006.[39]


	
Trump International Hotel and Tower Chicago: The entire project is valued at $1.2 billion ($112 million stake for Trump).

	
Trump International Hotel Las Vegas: A joint development with fellow Forbes 400 members, Phil Ruffin[image: External link] ("key partner"), and Jack Wishna[image: External link] ("minority partner").[41] Trump's stake is valued at $162 million.[citation needed[image: External link]] In Forbes in March 2017, the Trump International Las Vegas was described as a 50-50 partnership between Donald Sr. and Ruffin, with Eric as the primary manager for the Trump Organization.[28]


	
Trump International Hotel and Tower New York: Trump provided his name and expertise to the building's owner (GE) during the building's re-development in 1994 for a fee totaling $40 million ($25 million for project management and $15 million in incentives deriving from the condo sales). Forbes values Trump's stake at $12 million. In March 2010, the penthouse apartment at Trump International Hotel & Tower in New York City sold for $33 million.[42][43]


	
Trump Park Avenue Park Avenue & 59th Street: It is valued at $142 million. Trump owns 23 apartments at Trump Park Avenue, which he rents for rates as high as $100,000 per month, and 19 units at Trump Parc.[38]


	Nike Store: The NikeTown store is located in Trump Tower. The leasehold valued at $200 million. Nike's lease in the building expires in 2017 and the building serves as collateral for bonds held by Trump worth $46.4 million.[38]


	
Palm Beach estate: A 43,000 square feet (4,000 m2) large oceanfront mansion lot in Palm Beach. Trump purchased this property for $40 million at a bankruptcy auction in 2004. Trump sold the property for $100 million in June 2008, making it the most expensive house ever sold in the United States. (The previous record is $70 million for Ron Perelman[image: External link]'s Palm Beach estate in 2004.). Forbes values his stake in the property for $43 million.[44] Trump also owns two private homes in Palm Beach, Fla., adjacent to his Mar-a-Lago country club. Trump controls the two residential properties as real estate investments rather than vacation spots. The homes are worth around $6.5 million and $3 million.[38]


	
Mar-a-Lago Palm Beach, Florida: Most of this estate has been converted into a private club. This landmark property, according to Trump, has received bids near $200,000,000. However, Forbes magazine does not take into account either of Trump's large vacation residences (Mar-a-Lago or his 213-acre (0.86 km2) spread near Bedford, NY[image: External link] in Westchester County, NY[image: External link]) for its valuation of his wealth. The property is worth as much as $250 million as of 2013.[38]


	Seven Springs: A 213-acre estate located outside the town of Bedford in Westchester County. The building features a 13-bedroom mansion, but is also zoned to allow for the construction of 13 additional homes at the site. Trump paid $7.5 million for the entire property in 1995. Local Westchester County brokers put the property's value at around $40 million.[38]


	
Beverly Hills[image: External link] estate: A large mansion located on Rodeo Drive. The property is valued at $8.5 to $10 million.[38]


	Trump International Hotel Washington, D.C.: The Old Post Office Pavilion, historically known as the Old Post Office and Clock Tower, is a property located at 1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW in Washington, D.C. The Trump Organization developed the property into a luxury hotel, which opened in September 2016.
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 Carousel




Central Park Carousel: A merry-go-round carousel located in Central Park, Manhattan. In 2010, Trump took over the management of the Central Park carousel, where he promised to revive the merry-go-round after its previous operator was removed by the city's parks department. The carousel generates $589,000 from annual admissions.[45][46][47]
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 Skating rink




Wollman Rink: A public ice rink in the southern part of Central Park. Wollman Rink has been operated by a joint venture between Trump Organization and Rink Management Services of Mechanicsville, Virginia since 2001. The Trump name is prominently displayed on the walls of the rink as well as on the Zamboni that maintains the rink. Operation of the Lasker Rink on the north edge of Central Park is also handled by the two companies. The rink generates close to $8.7 million in annual income from rink admissions.[36][45][46]
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 Trump Winery




Trump Winery is a winery[image: External link] situated on Trump Vineyard Estates in Charlottesville, Virginia[image: External link]. It is valued between $5 million to $25 million.[36]

The vineyard was purchased by Trump in April 2011 from Patricia Kluge, the widow of John Kluge[image: External link]. The property was distressed[image: External link].[48] and was officially opened in October 2011.[49] Trump Winery is situated in the Monticello Wine Trail. Trump's son Eric was a partner in the purchase.[50]

After purchasing the property, Trump turned over management of the winery to his son, Eric Trump.[51] Trump has claimed be a "100%" owner of the winery, but the winery's website says in a legal disclaimer[image: External link] that Trump does not own the winery.[51] The winery venture is a limited liability corporation[image: External link], and "its owners are not a matter of public record."[51] Although the vineyard is 1,300 acres, only 200 are under cultivation ("Acres under vine"). Contrary to claims made by Trump, the winery is not the largest on the East Coast, nor even the largest in Virginia.[51]
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 Golf courses




Trump earned at least $176.4 million from 15 golf courses in Scotland, Ireland and across the Eastern Seaboard – about 41% of the low-end estimate of his income since 2015.[36]
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 United States




The Trump Organization currently owns seven golf courses in the United States: Trump National Golf Club in Sterling, VA[image: External link], Trump National Golf Club Westchester in Briarcliff Manor, New York[image: External link], Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, New Jersey, Trump International Golf Club in West Palm Beach, Florida, Trump National Golf Club Charlotte in Mooresville, NC, Trump National Golf Club in Philadelphia and Trump National Golf Club in Los Angeles.[38] About $200 million in cash flow is derived annually from Trumps golf courses and resorts.[40] Trumps resorts, country clubs and golf courses are estimated to be worth $1.57 billion.[38]

In 2012, Trump bought the Doral Resort & Spa in South Florida out of bankruptcy for $150 million. The 800-acre property includes five golf courses, 700 hotel rooms, has a meeting and conference space, a 50,000-square-foot spa and an extensive retail component. Real estate experts estimate current value of the land alone at Doral could exceed $1 billion. Trump has a $125 million mortgage on the property.[38] Since 2012, the Trump Organization has spent over $250 million in renovations.[52]
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 International





	

	Scotland







In 2006, Trump purchased a 1,400-acre (5.7 km2) plot just north of Aberdeen at Menie (Balmedie)[image: External link], Scotland, with the intention of turning it into a £[image: External link]1 billion golf resort and "the world's best golf course" capable of hosting world class events such as The Open Championship.[53] There has been opposition from many people both locally and in other parts of Scotland and the UK, and negative reaction from a number of environmental groups, but the project continues.

The development plan for Trump International Golf Links, Scotland (TIGLS) included two 18-hole courses, a 5-star hotel, golf villas, holiday homes, and a golf academy. It was strongly supported by local business leaders[54] but met opposition from local residents, campaigners and environmental groups anxious to preserve the 4,000-year-old sand dunes[image: External link] that are designated an SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest). Though recommended for approval by Aberdeenshire Council officials[55] the development was initially rejected by a local subcommittee of elected members. However it was subsequently approved following a controversial planning inquiry ordered by the Scottish Government[image: External link] in June 2008, at which Trump personally testified. Work began on the site in July 2010.[56]

In March 2009, the Trump Organization had asked the Council to use its powers of compulsory purchase[image: External link] to acquire some areas of land at Balmedie not forming part of the original TIGLS site for which planning permission already existed. These included four family-owned properties.[57] In response local campaigners established Tripping Up Trump, a movement aimed at protecting the families at Menie being threatened with eviction. When it emerged at the end of January 2011 that Queen[image: External link] guitarist Brian May[image: External link] had agreed to the use of the band's song "Bohemian Rhapsody[image: External link]" in a film highlighting the plight of the families, Trump appeared to deny in a media statement that there had ever been an eviction threat, declaring "we have no interest in compulsory purchase and have never applied for it."[58]

In September 2011, the Trump Organization lodged a formal objection to the proposed construction of a wind farm[image: External link] off the Aberdeenshire coast not far from the site of the new hotel and luxury housing. Donald Trump also wrote personally to the First Minister of Scotland[image: External link] protesting mainly on aesthetic grounds at the proposed erection of offshore wind turbines[image: External link], which he characterized as 'ugly'. His letter claimed that he was protesting on behalf of the Scottish people, 'not... merely for the benefit of Trump International Golf Links.'[59] The Organization's subsequent lawsuit failed[60] as did the appeal.[61]

In 2011, a documentary directed by Anthony Baxter[image: External link] called You've Been Trumped[62] was released, showing the situation of local residents adversely affected by the resort's construction. It contains footage of, among others, economists who query the benefits claimed for the local economy, environmentalists critical of the damage allegedly caused by the development and golfers who voice doubts about claims made for the resort by the Trump Organization.[63] It also shows Anthony Baxter being arrested while filming by a Grampian Police[image: External link] officer; he was later released without charge.[64] Baxter has been quoted as saying that Trump branded the film 'boring' and Baxter himself 'a fraud'.[65] However, the film has won several awards including the Hamptons Film Festival[image: External link] Social Justice Award and the Maysles Brothers[image: External link] Award for best documentary at the Denver Film Festival[image: External link].

Despite Trump's threat to withdraw any further investment in Scotland amid the wind turbine controversy, he later purchased the prestigious Turnberry[image: External link] resort in Ayrshire in April 2014.[66]


	

	Dubai







On December 8, 2014, in conjunction with DAMAC Properties[image: External link] the company announced the Trump World Golf Club, Dubai.[67][68] DAMAC chairman and founder Hussain Sajwani[image: External link] launched the Trump International Golf Club in February 2017, with Donald Jr. and Eric Trump in attendance. A second Trump golf course is also under construction by DAMAC in Dubai, designed with help from Tiger Woods[image: External link]. At the press conference in early January 2017 about his business interests going forward, then-President-elect Trump said that Sajwani had proposed another $2 billion project in partnership with Trump. The President-elect said he had turned down the opportunity as he also said that the organization would be doing no new foreign deals while under his sons' and associate's management during his presidency.[69]

On December 11, 2015, Donald Trump's name and likeness had apparently been removed from a billboard and a wall at the project; it remained on another wall however, which was reported as patrolled by security guards and police.[70] This occurrence was hypothesized to be linked to Trump's suggestion the previous week that Muslims[image: External link] be banned from entry to the United States and his suggestion the previous month that mosques in the United States be monitored,[70] similar to reaction in Turkey to the Trump Towers Istanbul[image: External link] project at the same time.[71]
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 Real estate licensing




Many developers pay Donald Trump to market their properties and be the public face for their projects.[72] For that reason, Trump does not own many of the buildings that display his name.[72] According to Forbes, this portion of Trump's empire, actually run by his children, has valuation of $562 million. According to Forbes, there were 33 licensing projects under development including seven "condo hotels" (i.e. The seven Trump International Hotel and Tower developments). Trump has generated more than $74 million in real estate licensing deals and has $823.3 million worth of real estate in joint ventures.[38]


	
Manhattan:

	
Trump Palace[image: External link]: 200 East 69th Street, New York, NY.

	Trump Parc and Trump Parc East: Two adjoining buildings on Central Park South on the southwest corner of The Avenue of the Americas. Trump Parc East is a 14-story apartment building and Trump Parc (the former Barbizon Plaza Hotel) is a 38-story condominium building.

	Trump Plaza: 167 East 61st Street, New York, NY (39-story, Y-shaped plan condominium building on the Upper East Side)

	610 Park Avenue (Old Mayfair Hotel): Trump is helping with the construction and development of this property for Colony NorthStar[image: External link].

	
Trump SoHo: Hotel Condominium: A partnership with Bayrock Group[image: External link] to build a 42-story building in Soho[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] "Russian-born" Felix Sater[image: External link] was listed as an employee of Bayrock when the partnership was born. Sater had served time in prison for injuries he inflicted in a bar fight before the Soho partnership.[29]






	
New York City suburbs:

	Trump Bay Street: A planned 447-unit rental apartment building in Jersey City with the real estate development company, Kushner Properties[image: External link] and The KABR Group.[73]


	
Trump Plaza[image: External link]: The project planned New Jersey's two tallest residential towers. Tower 2 was never built due to funding problems.[74]


	
Trump Plaza[image: External link]: A 39-story luxury residence and hotel with retail space in Westchester County, NY with developer Louis R. Cappelli[image: External link].

	
Trump Tower at City Center[image: External link]: A 35-story condominium apartment building built in Westchester County, New York with developer Louis R. Cappelli[image: External link].

	Trump Park Stamford: A development in Stamford, Connecticut[image: External link] with F. D. Rich Company and Louis R. Cappelli[image: External link].

	Trump Park Residences: A development in Shrub Oak, NY with Louis Cappelli.





	
Florida:

	
Trump International Hotel and Tower Fort Lauderdale[image: External link]: Anticipated completion was 2007. Trump "decided to pull his name from the marquee and end his agreement with the developers" in 2009[75] and the developers defaulted on a $139 million loan in 2010, leaving the building faced with foreclosure[image: External link].[76] In November 2010, Trump announced he was no longer affiliated with the project.[77]


	
Trump Towers Sunny Isles Beach[image: External link] (Sunny Isles Beach, Florida): An oceanfront condominium development consisting of three 271-unit towers with developer Dezer Properties[image: External link].

	Trump Grande Ocean Resort and Residences: A three-building oceanfront enclave consisting of the Trump International Beach Resort and two residential condominium towers, the Trump Palace and Trump Royale, with developer Dezer Properties[image: External link].

	Trump Hollywood: A 40-story building on Hollywood Beach, Florida[image: External link] with Jorge M. Pérez[image: External link].

	Trump Tampa Bay: Cancelled project





	
Other domestic:

	Trump Towers Atlanta: project foreclosed and cancelled.[78][79]


	
Trump Charlotte[image: External link], project canceled. Shortly after, Trump bought a former golf course in Charlotte, which he now owns and operates.

	
Trump Tower[image: External link]: empty lot in Philadelphia, filed for bankruptcy as of January 2013 to prevent imminent foreclosure.[80]


	
Trump International Hotel and Tower Waikiki Beach Walk: Completed in November 2009 with 462 hotel-condominium units.

	
Trump International Hotel & Residence[image: External link]: was a proposed real estate development in Phoenix, Arizona.

	
Trump International Hotel and Tower[image: External link]: New Orleans (Project slated to begin construction during the first quarter of 2007). "Declared dead in July 2011 after the location land was foreclosed on and sold at auction".[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Trump International Hotel and Tower Chicago: Completed in early 2009 (Opened to public January 30, 2009). Cost of construction was approximately US$847 million.[81]






	
International:

	
Elite Tower[image: External link], Ramat Gan, Israel[image: External link] was a planned commercial real estate development slated to be the tallest building in Israel. Called the Trump Plaza Tower, Trump shelved the plans in 2007, when the site was sold on to Azorim for NIS[image: External link] 306.5 million.[82][83] Trump purchased the site for $44 million.[84]


	
Trump International Hotel & Tower Lido Lake[image: External link], West Java, Indonesia[image: External link]. Trump Hotels will be involved with the 700-hectare Lido Lake development, 1 hour from Bandung[image: External link], Indonesia including a six-star luxury resort, 18-hole signature Ernie Els championship golf course, elite Lifestyle Country Club & Spa as well as a high-end residential offering including luxury villas and condominiums. The project will be the first of its kind in Asia and the first in Islam-majority country.[85] One of the Trump Organization’s partners in Indonesia is Taslimson family [28] and the other one, Tanoesoedibjo, is "building up a following as he mulls a presidential run", according to Forbes.[29]


	
Trump International Hotel & Tower Vancouver[image: External link], Vancouver[image: External link]. A skyscraper under construction in Downtown Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. The 63-story, 188-metre-high (617 ft), mixed-use tower is located at 1133 West Georgia Street, and has been completed in 2016. Trump Vancouver is the second tallest building in the city, after the Shangri-La tower located across West Georgia Street.[citation needed[image: External link]] The licensed tower in Vancouver is a project primarily of Donald Jr.'s with its builder, "Malaysian heir Joo Kim Tiah".[28]


	
Trump Towers Istanbul[image: External link], Istanbul[image: External link], Turkey[image: External link][86]









	

	Trump World Seoul[image: External link], Korea[image: External link]: Which Trump received a licensing fee of $5 million to lend his name.

	
Trump International Hotel and Tower Toronto, Toronto[image: External link], Canada

	
The Palm Trump International Hotel and Tower[image: External link], Dubai

	
Trump Ocean Club International Hotel and Tower, Panama[image: External link]


	
Trump Ocean Resort Baja Mexico[image: External link] was a planned 3 tower, 25-story, 526 unit hotel condominium[image: External link], San Diego[image: External link]. This project collapsed due to the project's failure to secure financing.

	Trump at Cap Cana will be located in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic.

	
Trump Tower Manila[image: External link], Makati City, Metro Manila, Philippines: The brand name and mark under license. Anticipated completion is to be announced.[citation needed[image: External link]] Philippines president Rodrigo Duterte "appointed Trump partner Jose Antonio]] to serve as a special envoy to the United States just before Trump's November victory".[29]


	Trump Tower, Mumbai[image: External link], India.[87] "[B]illionaire Mangal Lodha[image: External link] is developing a 75-story Trump building while serving as a regional vice president of a major political party."[29]


	
Trump Towers Pune[image: External link], India[87]


	As of February 2017 in South America, the Trump Organization had one project active in Trump Tower Punta del Este, Punta del Este[image: External link], Uruguay[image: External link], and two apparently dormant or dropped projects in, respectively, Rio de Janeiro[image: External link], Brazil, (a hotel and tower) and in Buenos Aires[image: External link], Argentina, (a tower)[88] Paulo Figueiredo Filho partnered with the organization in Brazil and "worked mostly with the [Trump] children".[28]
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 Stocks, bonds, funds, and similar holdings




The Trump Organization also houses Trump's personal financial market investment portfolio as a portion of Trump's wealth is concentrated in the financial and commodities markets.[89][90] The investment portfolio generates income and cash flow from a variety of mechanisms as dividends, capital gains, and compounded carried interest. He invested a minimum of $70 million in stocks.[91] Though real estate is still his most preferred asset class, Trump became an active financial market investor in 2011 following disappointment from depressed American real estate market and various investments in the Federal Reserve's interest yields on CDs[image: External link] were next to nothing.[92][93] Trump stated that he was not enthusiastic to be a stock market investor, but that prime real estate at good prices was hard to find at that time and that stocks and equity securities were cheap and generating good cash flow from dividends.[94] He profited from 40 of the 45 stocks he purchased which he sold in 2014, making it almost a 90% success rate in capital appreciation[image: External link] in addition to millions in earned dividends. The biggest gainers in his stock portfolio were Bank of America Corporation, The Boeing Company[image: External link] and Facebook, Inc earning a windfall profit of $6.7 million, $3.96 million and $3.85 million, respectively.[91]

Trump's stock portfolio was valued somewhere between $33.4 million and $87.9 million in 2015 and was invested in many sectors, including public companies such as tobacco distributors, retail outlets, pharmaceutical companies, industrial manufacturing companies, financial conglomerates, oil companies, high technology firms and defense contractors.[36][95] Public stock investments within his portfolio include General Electric[image: External link], Chevron[image: External link], UPS[image: External link], Coca-Cola[image: External link], Home Depot[image: External link], Comcast[image: External link], Sanofi[image: External link], Ford[image: External link], ConocoPhillips[image: External link], Energy Transfer Partners[image: External link], Altera[image: External link], Verizon Communications[image: External link], Procter & Gamble[image: External link], Bank of America[image: External link], Nike[image: External link], Google[image: External link], Apple Inc.[image: External link], Philip Morris[image: External link], Citigroup[image: External link], Morgan Stanley[image: External link], Whole Foods[image: External link], Intel[image: External link], IBM[image: External link], Bristol-Myers Squibb[image: External link], Johnson & Johnson[image: External link], Caterpillar[image: External link], Kinder Morgan[image: External link], AT&T[image: External link] and Facebook.[94][96][97] He has at least $78 million invested in a variety of paper assets such as stocks, bonds, mutual funds, private equity funds, fund of funds, and hedge funds.[98] His financial market investment accounts are kept at JPMorgan[image: External link], Barclays[image: External link], Deutsche Bank[image: External link] and Oppenheimer[image: External link].[96][99] His Barclays account includes investments in 32 entities and cash worth between $49,021 and $396,001 and having stock in two accounts at Deutsche Bank that contain cash, treasury bills, and stock in 173 entities. His investment account with Oppenheimer contains cash and has 31 positions[image: External link] worth between $10,380,031 and $33,301,000. His account with JPMorgan contains stock in 60 firms valued between $1,251,008 and $2,617,000.[100]

Trump has also invested in funds that focus on middle and smaller sized businesses such as Tesla Motors[image: External link], the electric car maker and has invested internationally in a number of emerging market, growth and hedge funds located in Europe and Asia.[101] He has also invested in a number of private equity and hedge funds including $1 to $5 million in Advantage Plus, $1 to $5 million in AG Diversified Funds, $2 million in MidOcean Credit Opportunities[image: External link], $4 million in Paulson & Co.[image: External link], and around $5 million with Angelo, Gordon & Co.[image: External link].[102][103][104] Trump's biggest fund holding has been in Black Rock[image: External link]'s Obsidian Fund, where his stake is estimated to be between $25 million to $50 million.[105] Nearly all of Trumps's open end mutual fund investments are concentrated in Baron Capital Management, a mid-sized mutual fund family headed by mutual fund mogul Ronald S. Baron[image: External link].[101][106] Trump invested $16.2 million in Baron Capital Management, making him a significant minority shareholder.[93] He revealed that he earned over $22 million with his private equity, hedge fund, and mutual fund investments and generated between $1.5 million and $10 million in income almost all of it from investments such as dividends, capital gains, and carried interest.[107] Trump also has a portion of his portfolio invested in U.S. Treasury bonds[image: External link].[105]

On a government form submitted in 2015, Trump reported holding an amount of physical gold, valued at between $100,001 to $250,000.[108]
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 Other ventures and investments




Trump owns a wide variety of other enterprises outside real estate (which had an estimated 2013 value of US$317.6 million).[109] Other investments include a 17.2% stake in Parker Adnan, Inc. (formerly AdnanCo Group), a Bermuda-based financial services holdings company. In late 2003 Trump and his siblings sold their late father's real-estate empire to a group of investors that included Bain Capital[image: External link], Kohlberg Kravis Roberts[image: External link], and LamboNuni Bank - reportedly for $600 million. Donald Trump's one-third share was $200 million, which he later used to finance Trump Casino & Resorts.[110][111]

Beyond his traditional ventures in the real-estate, hospitality, and entertainment fields and having carved out a niche for the Trump brand within these industries, Trump has moved on to establish the Trump name and brand in a multitude of other industries and products. He has made millions attaching his name to numerous products and services that range from energy drinks to books.[11][13] He took in $1.1 million in men's wear[image: External link] licensing royalties.[112] Trump earns $15,000 to $100,000 in book royalties and $2.2 million for his involvement with Trump Model[image: External link] Management every year.[113] Until 2015 Trump owned the Miss Universe, Miss USA and Miss Teen USA pageants, collectively worth $15 million.[38]

Trump has marketed his name on a large number of products and services achieving mixed success doing so. Some of his external entrepreneurial and investment ventures include or have included:


	
Trump Financial[image: External link] (a mortgage firm)

	Trump Sales and Leasing (residential sales)

	Trump International Realty (a residential and commercial real estate brokerage firm)

	
The Trump Entrepreneur Initiative[image: External link] (a for profit business education company, formerly called Trump University) [1][image: External link]


	Trump Restaurants (located in Trump Tower and consisting of Trump Buffet, Trump Catering, Trump Ice Cream Parlor, and Trump Bar)

	
GoTrump.com[image: External link] (a former online travel search engine[114][115]


	Select By Trump (a line of coffee drinks)[116]


	Trump Drinks (an energy drink for the Israeli and Palestinian markets)[2][117]


	
Donald J. Trump Signature Collection[image: External link] (a line of menswear, men's accessories, and watches)

	Donald Trump The Fragrance (2004)

	
SUCCESS by Donald Trump[image: External link] (a second fragrance launched by the Trump Organization and the Five Star Fragrance Company, released in March 2012)

	
Trump Ice[image: External link] (a line of bottled water)

	the former Trump Magazine[image: External link][118]


	Trump Golf

	Trump Chocolate

	
Trump Home (home furnishings)[43]


	
Trump Productions (a television production company)

	Trump Institute[image: External link]

	
Trump: The Game[image: External link] (1989 board game with a 2004 re-release version tied to The Apprentice)[115]


	
Donald Trump's Real Estate Tycoon[image: External link] (a business-simulation game)

	Trump Books[image: External link]

	Trump Model Management

	Trump Shuttle[image: External link]

	Trump Mortgage[image: External link]

	
Trump Vodka[image: External link][43][119]


	Trump Steakhouse[114][120]


	
Trump Steaks[image: External link].[115]




In addition, Trump reportedly receives $1.5 million for each one-hour presentation he does for The Learning Annex[image: External link].[40][121] Trump also endorsed ACN Inc.[image: External link] a multi-level marketing telecommunications company. He has spoken at ACN International Training Events at which he has praised the company's founders, business model and video phone.[122] He earned a total $1.35 million for three speeches given for the company amounting to $450,000 per speech.[123][124]

The Trump Organization also houses ventures started by Donald Trump's daughter Ivanka, which includes Ivanka Trump Fine Jewelry (a jewelry line) and The Ivanka Trump Lifestyle Collection (a high-end designer-fashion and cosmetics line that includes fragrances, footwear, handbags, outerwear and eyewear collections).[125]
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 Controversies




In 1973, the U.S. Department of Justice's (DOJ) Civil Rights Division filed a civil rights suit against The Trump Organization charging that it refused to rent to black people. The Urban League had sent black and white testers to apply for apartments in Trump-owned complexes; the whites got the apartments, the blacks did not. According to court records, four superintendents or rental agents reported that applications sent to the central office for acceptance or rejection were coded by race. A 1979 Village Voice[image: External link] article quoted a rental agent who claimed that Fred Trump instructed him not to rent to black people and to encourage existing black tenants to leave. In 1975, a consent decree described by the head of DOJ's housing division as "one of the most far-reaching ever negotiated," required Trump to advertise vacancies in minority papers and list vacancies with the Urban League. The Justice Department subsequently stated that continuing "racially discriminatory conduct by Trump agents has occurred with such frequency that it has created a substantial impediment to the full enjoyment of equal opportunity."[126]

Also, it is alleged that The Trump Organization has a history of not paying for services rendered. Several hundred contractors or workers for the organization have filed lawsuits or liens claiming they were not paid for their work, and others say they had to settle for cents on the dollar.[127]

In 1989, New York State officials ordered the Grand Hyatt New York, a hotel owned at the time by the Trump Organization and the Hyatt Corporation, to pay New York City $2.9 million in rent that had been withheld by the hotel in 1986 due to "unusual" accounting changes approved by Donald Trump.[128] An investigation by New York City auditors noted that the hotel was missing basic financial records and found that the hotel was using procedures that violated generally accepted accounting principles[image: External link].

From 2000 on, the Trump Organization held 50% of TD Trump Deutschland AG[image: External link], a corporate venture with a German company, planning to build a skyscraper named "Trump Tower Europe" in Frankfurt[image: External link], Berlin[image: External link] or Stuttgart[image: External link], but allegedly never paid the full amount of their €[image: External link]2 million share.[129] At least three lawsuits followed and the company was disestablished in 2005.[130]
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Television Producer






A television producer is a person who oversees all aspects of video production[image: External link] on a television program[image: External link]. Some producers take more of an executive role, in that they conceive new programs and pitch them to the television networks[image: External link], but upon acceptance they focus on business matters, such as budgets and contracts. Other producers are more involved with the day-to-day workings, participating in activities such as screenwriting[image: External link], set design[image: External link], casting, and directing.

There are a variety of different producers on a television show. A traditional producer is one who manages a show's budget and maintains a schedule, but this is no longer the case in modern television.
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Main article: Television crew[image: External link]


Different types of producers in the industry today include (in order of seniority):


	Executive producer

	There are four meanings for the term in North America. The showrunner[image: External link] is the "chief executive" in charge of everything related to the production of the show. It is the highest ranking individual who is responsible for the development and daily management of the show. Established show creators with prior writing credits are automatically given the title of executive producer, even after they depart the show. Executive producers can be showrunners[image: External link], head writers[image: External link], the CEO of the production company, or a producer on the writing staff who has climbed up the ranks.

	Co-executive producer

	Second in seniority to executive producer who attends writing team meetings. Most write for the series.

	Supervising producer

	Supervises the creative process in the writing room, and often aids in script re-writes. These people also guide new writers. They usually supervise less experienced story editors[image: External link] and staff writers[image: External link] on the writing team.

	Producer

	A producer can also be the writer of the episode[image: External link], or a former executive producer who still writes for the show, but has since relinquished his/her duties as E.P. Since producer credits are used for individual episodes, they often require approval from the Writers Guild of America[image: External link] (WGA). Traditional producers, who are responsible for the logistics, are given the credit of "produced by." Most line producers are given the title of "produced by."

	Co-producer

	A writer on the show who may not have written the episode, but contributed significantly through table reads or revisions. Co-producer credits also often require approval from the Writers Guild of America[image: External link].

	Coordinating producer or production coordinator[image: External link]


	This producer manages the show's schedule and arranges the staff into teams.

	Consulting producer

	These producers are former executive or possibly co-executive producers, or in rare cases directors, who no longer work on the show that much. They are called upon to assist the writers, sometimes specializing in a particular subject.

	Associate producer

	Runs day-to-day operations.

	Assistant producer

	Sources contributors and stories for the program.

	Chase producer

	For news and talk show production, locates and schedules (or "chases") guests for interviews.

	Segment producer

	Writes one segment of a program.

	Line producer[image: External link]

	Manages current staff, and finds staff to hire for the production.

	Field producer

	Selects areas to film (outside of a television studio[image: External link]) and coordinates stories for a production in the field. They also form a trusting relationship with the cast/participants in order to get interviews while in the field. They may fill a number of different roles, including production manager/coordinator, videographer[image: External link], and also production assistant[image: External link].

	Edit producer

	Helps co-ordinate the edit by working with the editor and relaying information from other producers. Involved in creating stories and writing the script if necessary.

	Post-producer

	Supervises the overall post-production[image: External link] process, including editing, dubbing, and grading. Post-producers are typically employed by facilities houses rather than by production companies directly.



In live television[image: External link] or "as-live", an executive producer seldom has any operational control of the show. His/her job is to stand back from the operational aspects and judge the show as an ordinary viewer might.

In film or video productions, the executive producer is almost always given an opportunity to comment on a rough cut[image: External link], but the amount of attention paid to his/her comments is highly dependent on the overall personnel structure of the production.
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Because of the restrictions the Writers Guild of America screenwriting credit system[image: External link] places on writing credits, many script writers in television are credited as "producers" instead, even though they may not engage in the responsibilities generally associated with that title. On-screen, a "producer" credit for a TV series will generally be given to each member of the writing staff who made a demonstrable contribution to the final script. The actual producer of the show (in the traditional sense) is listed under the credit "produced by".

Bill Lawrence[image: External link], a television screenwriter[image: External link], producer, director[image: External link] and series creator ( Scrubs[image: External link], Cougar Town[image: External link] and Spin City[image: External link]) explained during an interview on Off Camera[image: External link] that:


... the end credits of a TV show, it will say Staff Writer, Story Editor, Executive Story Editor, Co-Producer, Producer, Supervising Producer, Co-Executive Producer, Executive Producer. (While) (s)omeone else will (also) be Executive Producer because they help to run the room, every other title is just ... writer who's been here one year, writer who's been here two years, writer who's been here three years, ... and it's just a pay scale.[1]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Star as "producer"




Sometimes the star of a successful television series[image: External link] can have a degree of influence over the creative process. For example, besides his leading role as Jack Bauer[image: External link] in 24[image: External link], Kiefer Sutherland[image: External link] was credited as producer during the show's second season, then rising to co-executive producer from season 3 to the last few episodes of season 5, from where he was finally promoted to executive producer. Claire Danes[image: External link], the star of Homeland[image: External link], also produces the show. Mark Harmon[image: External link], star of the series NCIS[image: External link], serves as one of the show's producers. Similarly, Tom Welling[image: External link], the star of the CW[image: External link] show Smallville[image: External link], became co-executive producer for the show in season 9 and executive producer in season 10. House[image: External link] star Hugh Laurie[image: External link] became co-executive producer for the show in its sixth season. Holly Marie Combs[image: External link] and Alyssa Milano[image: External link], the stars of Charmed[image: External link], became producers of the show in its fifth season.
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 Notable television producers






	
J. J. Abrams[image: External link]: Alias[image: External link], Lost[image: External link], Fringe[image: External link]


	
Mara Brock Akil[image: External link]: The Game[image: External link], Girlfriends[image: External link]


	
David Angell[image: External link]: Frasier[image: External link], Wings[image: External link], Cheers[image: External link]


	
Alan Ball[image: External link]: Six Feet Under[image: External link], True Blood[image: External link]


	
Chuck Barris[image: External link]: The Dating Game[image: External link], The Gong Show[image: External link], The Newlywed Game[image: External link], Treasure Hunt[image: External link]


	
Biddy Baxter[image: External link]: Blue Peter[image: External link] (1962–65; editor 1965–1988)

	
Thom Beers[image: External link]: Deadliest Catch[image: External link], Lobster Wars[image: External link], numerous other Discovery Channel[image: External link] series

	
Bradley Bell[image: External link]: The Bold and the Beautiful[image: External link] (1995–present) [2]


	
William J. Bell[image: External link]: The Young and the Restless[image: External link] (1973-2005), The Bold and the Beautiful[image: External link] (1987-1995) [3]


	
Donald P. Bellisario[image: External link]: Magnum, P.I.[image: External link], Airwolf[image: External link], JAG[image: External link], NCIS[image: External link], Quantum Leap[image: External link]
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The Apprentice (U.S. TV series)






The Apprentice is an American game show[image: External link] that judges the business skills of a group of contestants. It has run in various formats across fourteen seasons since January 2004 on NBC.

The Apprentice was created by British-born American television producer Mark Burnett. Billed as "The Ultimate Job Interview", the show features sixteen to eighteen business people who compete over the course of a season, with usually one contestant eliminated per episode. Contestants are split into two "corporations" (teams), with one member from each volunteering as a project manager on each new task. The corporations complete business-related tasks such as selling products, raising money for charity, or creating an advertising campaign, with one corporation selected as the winner based on objective measures and subjective opinions of the host and his advisors who monitor the teams' performance on tasks. The losing corporation attends a boardroom meeting with the show's host and their advisors to break down why they lost and determine who contributed the least to the team. Episodes ended with the host eliminating the poorest contributor from the competition, with the words "You're fired!"

Seven of the show's seasons featured aspiring, but otherwise unknown, businesspersons who would vie for the show's prize, a one-year $250,000 starting contract to run one of Donald Trump's companies. There have also been seven seasons of The Celebrity Apprentice since 2008, In this format, several celebrities would participate to win money for their chosen charities, with the final prize being a large donation to the celebrity's charity and the title of "Apprentice". A reboot of this format, The New Celebrity Apprentice[image: External link], aired in January 2017. The U.S. series originated a franchise of international television shows[image: External link] collectively known as The Apprentice[image: External link], which has had over 20 local versions.

Real estate tycoon and now U.S. President Donald Trump was the show's host for the first fourteen seasons. After Trump declared that he would run for President, it was announced the fifteenth season would be hosted by actor and former California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger,[1][2] which debuted in January 2017. Lifestyle mogul Martha Stewart[image: External link] hosted the one-season spin-off The Apprentice: Martha Stewart in 2005.



TOP
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 Format




The Apprentice is a game show featuring season-long competitions. Each season begins with a new group of contestants vying to earn a place in one of the organizations run by the host. The contestants (who are referred to as "candidates") have come from business backgrounds in various enterprises, the backgrounds including real estate, accounting, restaurant management, management consulting, sales and marketing.

During the show, the contestants live in a communal dwelling, a "penthouse suite", in New York City (save for Season 6 which took place in Los Angeles). The candidates are divided into two teams, treated as "corporations" within the show. These corporations select a name they are subsequently referred to through the rest of the show. Each week, the teams are assigned a task and required to select one of their members to lead the team as "project manager", who is to take responsibility for organizing the team and making executive decisions. Tasks are generally business oriented and tend to highlight one of several business skills. Tasks most commonly revolve around sales (selling the most items or earning the most money) and marketing (producing a specific marketing material or campaign that is judged by a company's executives). During the tasks, the teams are usually visited by one of the host's "advisors" for that week. Tasks typically lasted for one or two days. After the completion of the task, the teams meet with the host and his two advisers in "the boardroom[image: External link]".

Boardroom meetings generally proceed in three stages. In the preliminary stage, all of the remaining candidates on both teams gather in the boardroom to be briefed on the task by the host and his advisors. Team members are asked about how the task went and whether there were any strong or weak players. Teams are sometimes asked to comment on materials or products produced by the opposing team. At the end of this stage, the host or his advisors reveal the results of the task and announce which team was the winner. The winning team wins a reward (usually a unique, luxurious experience) and are excused from the boardroom while the losing team returns to the boardroom for an elimination. In later seasons, winning teams have been permitted to view the next stage of the boardroom on the TV in their suite.

The entire losing team remains in the boardroom and are confronted with their loss. They are interrogated as to the reasons for their loss and which players contributed to it or failed at the task. Then, for the final stage of the boardroom meeting, the project manager is asked to select a certain number of teammates (typically two, but on occasion one or three) to bring back into the final-stage boardroom meeting. The remaining teammates return to the suite while the project manager and the selected teammates step out of the boardroom momentarily so the host can consult with his advisors.

Upon returning to the boardroom for the final stage, the host and his advisors continue interrogating the remaining players about their loss. The project manager is sometimes further interrogated about his or her choice of teammates to bring back into the boardroom. Ultimately, at least one project manager and/or remaining teammate is "fired" at the host's discretion, and leaves the show. The host has broad discretion to fire candidates outside of this usual process, including firing multiple candidates at a time. The eliminated contestants are shown leaving the boardroom with their luggage and entering a taxi cab, during which they given time to recount on their elimination that is shown over the episode's credits.

When only three or four candidates (depending on the season) are left, they are interviewed rather than being assigned a task. Executives from various companies interview the finalists and report their assessments to the host. Based on the interviews, a "boardroom meeting" and firing take place, leaving two candidates.

The final two candidates are then each assigned a different final task. Each is given a support team of previously fired candidates. Final tasks generally require the finalists to organize (to various degrees) an event such as a party or a fundraiser which has multiple planning elements. In a final boardroom meeting following the final task, the host "hires" one of the two candidates to become his "apprentice", winning the show's prize of a one-year $250,000 starting contract to manage a business project offered by the host.
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 History and production




After recovering from a series of financial setbacks in the early 1990s, the well-known New York real-estate developer Donald Trump changed his business strategy from borrowing to build and purchase assets to licensing his name to others. Producer Mark Burnett approached Trump about a new television show. Although Trump was skeptical, stating that reality television "was for the bottom-feeders of society", Burnett proposed that Trump appear as himself, a successful businessman with a luxurious lifestyle.[3]

The first season of The Apprentice aired during the winter and the spring of 2004. The show is co-produced by Burnett and Trump. The premise of the show, which bills itself as the "ultimate job interview" in the "ultimate jungle", is to conduct a job talent search for a person to head one of Trump's companies. The position starts with an introductory one-year contract with a starting yearly salary of $250,000.

The popularity of the show led to Trump becoming known for his fateful catch phrase[image: External link], "You're fired!" and for the emergence of Trumponomics[image: External link], a "portmanteau of Donald Trump and economics initially spelled ‘Trump-Onomics’ (2004), [which] started out as a bland managerial concept on cable TV, meant to convey the notion that 'impressing the boss' was the only way to 'climb the corporate ladder' (The Apprentice, Season 1)."[4]

The opening theme music used on the show is "For the Love of Money[image: External link]", a 1973 R&B[image: External link] song by The O'Jays[image: External link].[5]

For most seasons, the candidates ostensibly live in a communal suite at Trump Tower[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link]. This was originally billed as a penthouse suite, and after boardrooms, candidates were told to "go up" to the suite. However, in reality, the suite and the boardroom (and its elevator lobby) are all purpose-built sets within Trump Tower, all on the same floor. Later seasons of The Celebrity Apprentice no longer conceal this.

The Apprentice was so successful that, according to Trump, he earned $214 million from 14 seasons of the show, plus more from related product licensing as his name as a brand became more valuable.[3] As the popularity of the series grew, more and more of the tasks began to be tied to specific companies. For example, sales tasks would require a team to take over a brand-name storefront or restaurant and operate it; and marketing tasks would require teams to prepare a marketing material (e.g. a jingle or flyer) or campaign for an established company. In later series, the launches of specific products would be tied to the airing of episodes of the series. Several companies have appeared multiple times on the show.

Trump's original advisors were Carolyn Kepcher[image: External link], Former Chief Operating Officer and General Manager for the Trump National Golf Club, and George H. Ross[image: External link], Executive Vice President and Senior Counsel, The Trump Organization. In August 2006, Trump released Kepcher from her duties at the Trump organization saying only that he "wishes her the best." Kepcher also left The Apprentice at that time. Upon her departure, Trump's daughter, Ivanka Trump became a regular advisor; though she was not officially billed as a replacement for Kepcher.[6] As the series progressed, the advisors were occasionally substituted on a weekly basis with other advisors including two of Trump's other children, Donald Trump Jr. and Eric Trump, as well as past winners of the show and other business executives (typically from the company whose product or service was featured in the episode.

During Trump's tenure, the series frequently featured and promoted his properties, products and brand. Trump's wife Melania Trump was also featured on the series several times including in several tasks that have featured her fashion and cosmetic products. Ivanka Trump's fashion products have also been featured in tasks.

Trump's on-screen (and real-life) assistants have each grown in personal fame. Two assistants appeared jointly for the first five seasons: Rhona Graff and Robin Himmler. In season six, Trump elected to have his newest executive assistant, Andi Rowntree, star in the LA-based show. For the Celebrity Apprentice, Annette Dziamba appeared for the seventh season, and Amanda Miller since the eighth season.

Season six, unlike the rest of the series, took place in Los Angeles. The teams resided in a mansion, with the winning team of each challenge occupying the house, and the losing team camping out in tents in the backyard.

On May 14, 2007, the series was left off NBC's schedule but NBC Entertainment president Kevin Reilly[image: External link] said he was still in discussions with Mark Burnett and Trump.[7] On May 19, 2007, Trump announced that he was "moving on from The Apprentice to a major new TV venture".[8] On May 22, NBC announced The Apprentice might return next season even though Trump had said he had quit.[9] However, NBC and Trump resolved their differences, and the first season of The Celebrity Apprentice began production shortly thereafter.
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 Spin-offs




The Apprentice also spawned a reality television dating game show[image: External link]. On June 17, 2010, Donald J. Trump Presents The Ultimate Merger[image: External link] premiered on TV One[image: External link]. The series stars Omarosa Manigault-Stallworth[image: External link], a former political consultant who in 2004 appeared on the first season[image: External link] of The Apprentice and once again in 2008 on the first celebrity edition of the show.[10] Each of the twelve contestants vying for the affections of Manigault-Stallworth were selected by Trump himself.[11]
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 Martha Stewart




See also: The Apprentice: Martha Stewart


On February 2, 2005, NBC announced that they would broadcast the first spin-off from The Apprentice, called The Apprentice: Martha Stewart. The show, which ran from September 21 to December 21, 2005 was hosted by Martha Stewart[image: External link], who was the first woman in the world to become a self-made billionaire. It kept the format of the original series but changed a few elements to fit Stewart's personality. Trump was one of the executive producers of the show and castings were held in 27 cities across the United States.

At the time, the original Apprentice was airing new seasons in each of the fall and winter, each with declining overall ratings. The Apprentice: Martha Stewart aired on Wednesdays during the same fall season as the fourth season of the original Apprentice (which aired Thursdays). The Apprentice: Martha Stewart struggled while the original series' fourth season again earned poorer ratings than the previous season. Trump claimed that there was "confusion" between the two shows. There has also been talk that Trump did not want Stewart to host the spin-off show. NBC announced that it would not bring back the show for a second season, although the network stressed that the show was initially planned to air only for one season. The show averaged between six and seven million viewers. Before Stewart's show ended, Trump and Stewart had a fight over Stewart accusing Trump that he did not want her to have a successful show, that he might have wanted it jinxed. Trump denied this charge, and both TV stars have not worked together again, and there are no plans for the future.
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 Statistics by season




Seasonal rankings (based on average total viewers per episode) of The Apprentice on NBC.

Note: Each U.S. network television season starts in late September and ends in late May, which coincides with the completion of May sweeps[image: External link].



	Season
	Winner
	Winner's Project
	Timeslot
	Season Premiere
	Season Finale
	TV Season
	Ranking
	Viewers

(in millions)
	Finale Viewers

(in millions)



	1[image: External link]
	Bill Rancic[image: External link]
	Trump Tower Chicago
	Thursday 9:00PM
	January 8, 2004
	April 15, 2004
	2003-04[image: External link]
	7
	20.7[12]
	28.1[13]



	2[image: External link]
	Kelly Perdew[image: External link]
	Trump Place
	September 9, 2004
	December 16, 2004
	2004-05[image: External link]
	11
	16.1[14]
	16.9[15]



	3[image: External link]
	Kendra Todd[image: External link]
	Palm Beach Mansion
	January 20, 2005
	May 19, 2005
	15
	14.0[14]
	14.0[16]



	4[image: External link]
	Randal Pinkett[image: External link]
	Trump Entertainment
	September 22, 2005
	December 15, 2005
	2005-06[image: External link]
	38
	11.0[17]
	12.8[18]



	5[image: External link]
	Sean Yazbeck[image: External link]
	Trump SoHo
	Monday 9:00PM
	February 27, 2006
	June 5, 2006
	51
	9.7[17]
	11.3[19]



	6[image: External link]
	Stefanie Schaeffer[image: External link]
	Cap Cana[image: External link]
	Sunday 10:00PM
	January 7, 2007
	April 22, 2007
	2006-07[image: External link]
	75
	7.5[20]
	10.6



	10[image: External link]
	Brandy Kuentzel
	VIP Golf Tournament
	Thursday 10:00PM
	September 16, 2010
	December 9, 2010
	2010-11[image: External link]
	113
	4.7[21]
	4.5





	(Note: Given the show has a sequel TV series known as Celebrity Apprentice, the above chart is continued on the article of the show's follow-up TV series, found under "statistics by season" for Celebrity Apprentice[image: External link]. Note as well that season 10[image: External link] is included in the above chart given the show reverted back to The Apprentice for that season.)



The Apprentice was the breakout rookie hit of the 2003–04 U.S. television season and helped NBC at a time when the network's two long-running successful comedies, Friends[image: External link] and Frasier[image: External link], were ending their series' runs. The Apprentice filled the void on Thursday nights as NBC held on to the tagline Must See TV[image: External link], even though CBS was quickly becoming the most-watched network on Thursday night.

Although the series was one of the most-watched programs on NBC in the advertiser-friendly 18–49 age demographic, the franchise's total audience gradually dissolved, starting in late 2004, when it aired its second season that culminated in, what most Apprentice fans deem, an "overextended"[22] 3-hour season finale on December 16, 2004.

The audience numbers (11.25 million viewers)[23] for the June 5, 2006 fifth season finale were not factored in the fifth season average because it aired after the official television season ended.

The audience numbers for the show steadily declined following the first season. Originally, NBC aired the sixth season[image: External link] of The Apprentice, competing against both immensely popular series, Desperate Housewives[image: External link] and Cold Case[image: External link], just a few weeks before competing against Brothers & Sisters[image: External link] and Cold Case.
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 Teams by season






	Season
	Team name
	Overall record as a team



	1
	Versacorp
	5-7



	1
	Protégé
	7-5



	2
	Mosaic
	8-5



	2
	Apex
	5-8



	3
	Magna
	10-4



	3
	Net Worth
	3-11



	4
	Capital Edge
	4-7



	4
	Excel
	7-4



	5
	Gold Rush
	5-8



	5
	Synergy
	8-5



	6
	Arrow
	5-5



	6
	Kinetic
	5-5



	10
	Fortitude
	4-7



	10
	Octane
	7-4
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 Controversies




Whereas winners have been named "executive vice presidents", and given the title of "owner's representative," in actuality, they were employed as publicity spokespeople for the Trump Organization. Second season winner Kelly Perdew[image: External link], on his first day working for Trump, was introduced by his boss to Florida developers working on a Trump-branded condo, the Trump Tower[image: External link], in Tampa, Florida[image: External link], where he was told that he would help promote sales of the building by appearing at promotional events.[24]

After Trump's statements questioning if President Barack Obama was born in the United States,[25] The Apprentice was criticized for its involvement with Trump. Some people publicly called for NBC to fire Trump from his role on The Apprentice, including former US Congressman Anthony Weiner[image: External link].[26] Industry media speculated about the extent to which Trump's media comments may have contributed to the show's ratings decline,[27][28] given how other Trump-associated businesses have suffered since Trump's political campaign began.[29] One (anonymous) Celebrity Apprentice contestant even announced an intention to boycott the May 15 taping of the season seven finale, unless forced by contract to appear.[30][31]

Following repeated criticisms from Trump, Arnold Schwarzenegger left the show after only one season—although Trump alleged that he was fired.[32]
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 Video games




At the Electronic Entertainment Expo[image: External link] on May 17, 2005, Legacy Interactive[image: External link] announced that it had purchased the rights to develop a video game based on The Apprentice. The game was to be released in fall 2005, on the Xbox[image: External link], PlayStation Portable[image: External link], and personal computer[image: External link] (PC).[33] The Apprentice was released for PC on February 28, 2006. The player chooses a character and is then paired up with one of four former Apprentice contestants, including Omarosa. The player must perform well in a series of business tasks, played across 18 minigames[image: External link], to avoid a boardroom confrontation with Donald Trump and his advisors, George Ross and Carolyn Kepcher.[34][35]

Alex Navarro of GameSpot[image: External link] rated the game 3 out of 10 and called it a "collection of games that you can play better versions of for free or significantly cheaper elsewhere on the Internet. Not only are these games overly simplistic, they're just not that much fun." Navarro wrote, "Most offensive of all, however, is how cheaply The Apprentice handles its license. This game presents itself horribly. It looks like it was programmed hastily with Macromedia, with all the characters appearing as weirdly drawn cartoon versions of themselves." Navarro also criticized the game's audio clips of Donald Trump, and its short length, noting that the entire game could be completed in 20 minutes.[35]

On February 6, 2007, Legacy announced a new game, The Apprentice: Los Angeles, to be released online and in retail stores during the show's sixth season.[36] The Apprentice: Los Angeles was released on May 1, 2007. The player must serve customers throughout the game's 40 levels, set in four locations. Depending on the player's success throughout the game, the player receives praise and criticism from Donald Trump, Donald Trump Jr., and Ivanka Trump.[37]

Jim Squries of Gamezebo[image: External link] gave the game three and a half stars out of five, and praised the "bright" and "colorful" graphics, as well as the "smooth" controls and diverse gameplay. Squries wrote, "Ultimately, the only disappointment to be found in The Apprentice is the slightly shoddy handling of parts of the license. Trump's audio clips are brief and sound like they were recorded in a tin shack, while the team-based aspects of the show could've been played up more to create additional appeal for fans of the show."[38]
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 Similar programs





	
The Benefactor[image: External link], with Mark Cuban[image: External link]


	
Hell's Kitchen[image: External link] with Gordon Ramsay[image: External link]


	
Billion Dollar Buyer[image: External link] with Tilman Fertitta[image: External link]


	
The Rebel Billionaire[image: External link], with Richard Branson[image: External link] of the Virgin Group[image: External link]


	
The Law Firm[image: External link] with Roy Black[image: External link]


	
Fire Me... Please[image: External link]/The Sack Race, where contestants try to get fired from their job

	
My Big Fat Obnoxious Boss[image: External link], a parody[image: External link] and hoax[image: External link]


	Win In China[image: External link]

	Diili[image: External link], with Hjallis Harkimo[image: External link]

	
The CfC-Stanbic Bank Magnate[image: External link], also known as The Magnate, Kenyan business reality show

	
Big Boss (Germany)

	
Traumjob (Switzerland)
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 See also





	Television in the United States[image: External link]
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	2017 Presidential Inauguration of Donald Trump
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— Administering oath
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This article is part of

a series about

Donald Trump









	
President of the United States

Incumbent


	Election[image: External link]

	Transition[image: External link]

	Inauguration

	
Presidency

	timeline

	first 100 days

	executive actions

	trips[image: External link]

	opinion polling





	
Appointments[image: External link]

	Cabinet[image: External link]

	judges

	Justice Gorsuch

	Supreme Court





	Dismissals

	Sally Yates

	James Comey









Policy positions


	Economy

	
Environment

	withdrawal from Paris Agreement








	Foreign policy

	as candidate

	as president





	Immigration

	
Social issues

	marijuana









International trips[image: External link]


	
Riyadh Summit 2017

	arms deal





	2017 Brussels summit

	43rd G7 summit[image: External link]





2016 presidential election[image: External link]


	Campaign

	Rallies

	Primaries

	Convention

	Endorsements

	Debates

	Never Trump

	Sexual misconduct allegations





Russia controversies


	Business projects in Russia

	
Election interference

	timeline





	Steele dossier

	Comey memos

	Classified information disclosure

	Links of associates with Russian officials







The Trump Organization 




Real estate 



	New York properties

	Trump Tower

	The Trump Building

	Trump Parc

	Trump Park Avenue

	Trump SoHo

	Trump Village

	Trump World Tower

	Central Park Carousel

	Wollman Rink




	Hotels

	Chicago

	Honolulu

	Las Vegas

	New York

	Palm Beach (Mar-a-Lago)

	Washington

	Panama

	Toronto

	Vancouver




	Name licensing

	Trump Palace

	Trump Place

	Trump Plaza[image: External link]

	Trump Tower[image: External link]




	Former notable properties

	GM Building

	Grand Hyatt

	Plaza Hotel









Golf courses 



	United States

	Bedminster

	Ferry Point[image: External link]

	Pine Hill

	Westchester

	Los Angeles

	Miami "Doral"

	Palm Beach

	Washington




	Europe

	Doonbeg

	Turnberry[image: External link]









Other ventures 



	Current

	Trump Home

	Trump Models

	Trump Productions

	Trump Winery




	Former

	Casinos

	Miss Universe

	Trump Foundation

	Trump University

	Miscellaneous[image: External link]














	Business career

	Eponyms

	Family

	Legal affairs

	Protests

	Residences

	Social media






	The Apprentice franchise[image: External link]

	Films





Books 



	The Art of the Deal

	Surviving at the Top

	The America We Deserve

	Crippled America
















	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










The inauguration of Donald Trump as the 45th[image: External link] President of the United States marked commencement of the four-year term of Donald Trump as President and Mike Pence as Vice President. An estimated 160,000 people attended the public ceremony held on Friday, January 20, 2017 on the West Front of the United States Capitol Building[image: External link] in Washington, D.C. Along with being the oldest[image: External link] and wealthiest person inaugurated as president, he is the first without prior military or governmental service experience.

The event was the 58th presidential inauguration[image: External link].[1] The official theme of the event was "Uniquely American".[2] Held in Washington, D.C. from January 17 to 21, 2017, inaugural events included concerts, the swearing-in ceremony, a Congressional luncheon[image: External link], parade[image: External link], inaugural balls[image: External link], and the interfaith inaugural prayer service[image: External link].

Administered by Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link] John Roberts, the presidential oath was taken by Trump as his first task after becoming president at noon, in keeping with Article Two, Section 1, Clause 8[image: External link] and the 20th Amendment[image: External link] to the U.S. Constitution, with the vice presidential oath[image: External link] taken by Pence and administered by Associate Justice[image: External link] Clarence Thomas immediately preceding it.[3] Trump was sworn in with his left hand on a pair of Bibles, his personal copy and the Lincoln Bible[image: External link].[4][5] The inauguration was accompanied by protests in the United States and other countries.
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 Context




The inauguration marked the formal culmination of the presidential transition of Donald Trump[image: External link] that began when he won the U.S. presidential election[image: External link] on November 8, 2016[image: External link] and became the President-elect[image: External link].[6] Trump and his running mate, Mike Pence, were formally elected by the Electoral College[image: External link] on December 19, 2016.[7][8] The win was certified by an electoral vote[image: External link] tally by a joint session of Congress[image: External link] on January 6, 2017.[9]

Upon his inauguration, Trump became the first person to become President without any prior public sector experience.[10] He is also the oldest person to assume the Presidency, as well as the wealthiest.[10] His wife, Melania, is only the second First Lady to be born outside the U.S., after Louisa Adams[image: External link] (who had American descent), First Lady to John Quincy Adams when he assumed the Presidency in 1825.[11][12]
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 Planning




The inauguration was planned primarily by two committees: the Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies[image: External link] and the 2017 Presidential Inaugural Committee. The election was scheduled for November 8, 2016, but the congressional committee began construction of the inaugural platform on September 21.[13]

A number of artists who were approached to perform refused, including Jennifer Holliday[image: External link] who was originally intended to perform, but withdrew herself from the program after further consideration.[14][15]
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 Joint Congressional Committee




The swearing-in ceremony and the inaugural luncheon for President-elect Trump and Vice President-elect Pence were planned by the Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies, a committee composed of United States Senator Roy Blunt[image: External link] of Missouri[image: External link], the committee chair, and Senate party leaders Mitch McConnell[image: External link] of Kentucky and Chuck Schumer[image: External link] of New York, and House Speaker Paul Ryan of Wisconsin and House[image: External link] party leaders Kevin McCarthy[image: External link] of California[image: External link] and Nancy Pelosi[image: External link] of California.[16] The committee was overseen by the U.S. Senate Committee on Rules and Administration[image: External link].

The Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies chose the inaugural theme, "Uniquely American", a phrase that was meant to highlight the inaugural ceremony as "a uniquely American expression of our Constitutional system." The theme was also meant to stress the peaceful transition[image: External link] of power, with Americans "united as a people behind an enduring republic",[2] and invoke "Make America Great Again", Trump's campaign slogan and one of the main topics of his inaugural address.

The Inauguration Committee released the full schedule of the January 20 inaugural events on December 21, 2016.[17] Military support to the 58th inauguration was coordinated by Joint Task Force National Capital Region[image: External link], providing musical military units[image: External link], marching bands[image: External link], color guards[image: External link], ushers, firing details, and salute batteries[image: External link].[18]
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 Presidential Inaugural Committee




The 2017 Presidential Inaugural Committee[19] organized several other inauguration-related events at the direction of the President‑elect and Vice President‑elect of the United States, such as the concerts, parade, balls and prayer service. The chairman of the committee was Thomas J. Barrack Jr.[image: External link], a real estate[image: External link] investor and longtime Trump friend and ally, and the founder, of Colony Capital[image: External link]. The co-chairs of the committee were Lewis M. Eisenberg[image: External link] and Roy Bailey.[20] Committee members included casino magnates Sheldon Adelson[image: External link] and his wife Miriam, Steve Wynn[image: External link] and Phil Ruffin[image: External link], oil entrepreneur Harold Hamm[image: External link], businesswoman Diane Hendricks[image: External link], coal businessman Joe Craft[image: External link], Gail Icahn, wife of Carl Icahn, and Woody Johnson[image: External link], owner of the New York Jets[image: External link].[21] The committee reported raising over $100 million for the inauguration from donors.[22]
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 Pre-inaugural events
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 Diplomat summit: Chairman's Global Dinner




On Tuesday, January 17, then-President-elect Trump arrived in Washington, D.C. to attend what was titled the "Chairman's Global Dinner," a high-profile dinner that was intended to serve as an introduction between foreign diplomats and the incoming Trump administration officials and appointees.[23] The dinner was black tie and invitation-only, and was described by The Wall Street Journal as the most high-profile event preceding the inauguration,[24] with both Trump and Vice President-elect Mike Pence addressing the gathering.[23] The event was held at the Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium[image: External link].[23] Thomas Barrack, the leading organizer of the inaugural activities, described the dinner as the "first fingerprint on the global canvas of social democracy and outreach."[23]

Rex Tillerson, Trump's choice to succeed John Kerry[image: External link] as Secretary of State, was in attendance, as well as former New York City mayor Rudy Giuliani and National Security Advisor[image: External link]-designate Michael T. Flynn[image: External link], and Israeli Ambassador Ron Dermer[image: External link], according to reporters in attendance at the event.[23] More than 200 foreign diplomats attended the event out of 500 total guests.[23] During his speech to the group, Trump praised his choices thus far for Cabinet positions as well as his choice of Pence as his Vice President.[25] According to The Boston Globe and the Associated Press, the menu included mustard black cod and filet mignon as entrees, and baked Alaska[image: External link] for dessert.[25]
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 Voices of the People concert




On the morning and afternoon of January 19, a day-long "Voices of the People" public concert was held at the Lincoln Memorial. The concert featured The King's Academy (West Palm Beach, Florida)[image: External link] Honor Choir, the Republican Hindu Coalition, the Montgomery Area High School Marching Band, Marlana Van Hoose, the Maury NJROTC Color Guard, the Pride of Madawaska, Webelos Troop 177, the Northern Middle School Honors Choir, the American Tap Company, the Everett High School Viking Marching Band, the TwirlTasTix Baton Twirling group, and three bagpipe groups.[26]
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 Arlington National Cemetery wreath laying ceremony




After returning home to New York City, Trump returned to Washington, D.C. on Thursday, January 19, arriving at Joint Base Andrews[image: External link] on a plane flown by the U.S. Air Force.[27][28]

Trump and Vice President-elect Pence attended a luncheon at Trump's hotel at the Old Post Office Pavilion,[29] and afterwards, the official wreath laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier[image: External link] at Arlington National Cemetery[image: External link], accompanied by his wife and family.[30] Trump and Pence were escorted by Major General Bradley Becker at the ceremony.[29] The Arlington National Cemetery is the final resting place of more than 400,000, mostly members of the armed forces, Medal of Honor recipients, and high ranking political officials.[31]
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 Make America Great Again Welcome Celebration concert




On the evening of January 19, Trump hosted the "Make America Great Again! Welcome Celebration," a concert for his supporters that were attending his inauguration the following day. The concert, held on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial[image: External link], featured performances by Lee Greenwood[image: External link] (who performed "God Bless the USA[image: External link]"), Toby Keith[image: External link], 3 Doors Down[image: External link], DJ Ravidrums[image: External link],[32] The Piano Guys[image: External link],[33] and The Frontmen of Country (Tim Rushlow[image: External link], Larry Stewart[image: External link], and Richie McDonald[image: External link]).[34] Trump addressed his supporters at the end of the festivities, saying that the "forgotten man and the forgotten woman will not be forgotten anymore".[32] Actor Jon Voight[image: External link] also spoke at the event, stating, "We have been witness to a barrage of propaganda that left us all breathless with anticipation, not knowing if God could reverse all the negative lies against Mr. Trump, whose only desire was to make America great again."[32] The concert concluded with a fireworks celebration.[32]
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 Church service and White House reception




On the morning of the inauguration, on January 20, after staying the night at the Blair House[image: External link], the traditional house used by the incoming President-elect due to its proximity to the White House,[35] Trump and his wife, Melania, and Mike Pence and his wife, Karen, attended a church service at St. John's Episcopal Church[image: External link].[36] The tradition dates back to James Madison, with every President since then attending the church service the morning of their inauguration.[37] The service was led by Robert Jeffress[image: External link], a Southern Baptist[image: External link] minister who campaigned for Trump during the election.[36]

After the church service, Trump and his wife went to the White House to meet with President Barack Obama and Michelle Obama[image: External link]. The Obamas greeted the Trumps, and Melania presented the couple with a gift.[38] They then posed for photos in front of the White House press corps[image: External link].[38] The presentation of a gift was a tradition started by Michelle Obama when she presented George W. Bush and Laura Bush[image: External link] with a gift on the day of her husband's inauguration in 2009.[39] Afterward, they held a tea reception inside the White House, along with Vice President Joe Biden and his wife, Jill Biden[image: External link], and Mike Pence and his wife, Karen Pence.[38] As per tradition, following the meeting between the President and the President-elect, they shared the Presidential motorcade limousine[image: External link], and made their way to the Capitol for the inaugural ceremony.[38]
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 Inaugural events
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 Ceremony




Roy Blunt[image: External link] kicked off the inauguration ceremony at 11:41 a.m. with welcoming remarks about the nation's "commonplace and miraculous" tradition of a peaceful transition of power. Three religious figures delivered invocations[image: External link], followed by the Missouri State University[image: External link] chorale performing an original work, "Now We Belong". After short remarks, Chuck Schumer[image: External link] ended his speech by asking everyone to stand for the swearing-in ceremony.[40][41][42][43]

Presidents[image: External link] Jimmy Carter[image: External link], Bill Clinton, George W. Bush and Barack Obama, along with their respective wives, the First Ladies, all planned to attend Trump's inauguration[44] with Carter the first to have accepted[45] and including Clinton's wife and First Lady, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, who had been Trump's main opponent in the election.[46] George H. W. Bush and Barbara Bush[image: External link] did not plan to attend the inauguration due to health reasons.[47] Vice Presidents[image: External link] Joe Biden,[48] Dan Quayle,[49] and Dick Cheney attended with their wives.[50]

At 11:54 a.m, Associate Justice[image: External link] Clarence Thomas swore in Mike Pence as the 48th Vice President of the United States, with Pence's hand on his personal Bible as well as the Bible of Ronald Reagan, the politician who inspired Pence to join the Republican Party[image: External link]. A performance of "America the Beautiful[image: External link]" by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir[image: External link] followed. At noon Trump became the 45th President of the United States, taking the oath of office with Chief Justice[image: External link] John Roberts. Trump was also sworn in using two Bibles, a Bible his mother gifted him and the historic Lincoln Bible[image: External link]. After the swearing-in, the Marine Band[image: External link] performed "Hail to the Chief[image: External link]" and Trump received the traditional 21-gun salute[image: External link] in his honor.[51][52][53][54]
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 Inaugural address




Trump then delivered his 16-minute inaugural address of 1,433 words.[55] The speech was the shortest inaugural address since Jimmy Carter[image: External link]'s in 1977[image: External link].[56]

In late December 2016, Trump told visitors that he was writing the first draft of his inaugural address, citing previous inauguration speeches by John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan as inspirations.[57] Trump "insisted publicly that he wrote his own speech,"[58] although the Wall Street Journal and others reported that it had been written by Trump senior aides Stephen Miller[image: External link] and Steven Bannon[image: External link].[58][59][60][61]

The speech struck a tone that was both nationalist[image: External link] and populist.[59][56] The Los Angeles Times described the address as a "a truncated version of Trump's campaign rally addresses, absent specific policy and big on a sense of anger at what he defined as a ruling class that has raided America for its own benefit."[56] Historians and speechwriters termed the inaugural address as "one of the most ominous" in U.S. history,[59] striking an unusually dark and bleak note.[62][63][64][65] Former President George W. Bush reportedly referred to the speech as "some weird shit" after the ceremony concluded.[66][67]

Trump pledged to end what he referred to as "American carnage,"[68][69][70] depicting the United States in a dystopian[image: External link] light—as a "land of abandoned factories, economic angst, rising crime"—while pledging "a new era in American politics."[62]

Fact-checking organizations, such as FactCheck.org, PolitiFact[image: External link], and the Washington Post's Fact Checker noted that Trump's portrayal of the United States in decline "did not always match reality."[71][72][73] The fact-checking organizations noted, among other things, that the U.S. violent crime rate was far below its 1991 peak; that the U.S. economy had gained jobs for 75 consecutive months and that unemployment[image: External link] was significantly below its historical average; and participation in U.S. welfare[image: External link] programs had declined.[71][72][73]

In the speech, Trump repeated his campaign-trail "America First" slogan in reference to economic[69] and foreign policy issues.[74] Trump's use of the phrase was controversial because of the slogan's association with U.S. isolationists[image: External link] who had opposed the American entry in World War II[image: External link].[69][64] Trump's decision "not to make a strong case for the role of American power in shaping the outside world was a departure from the inaugural addresses of recent Republican presidents from Ronald Reagan to George W. Bush," and represented "a sharp break with the internationalist vision of nearly every U.S. president of the past 100 years that troubled veteran foreign policy experts."[75] Nevertheless, Trump's themes on foreign policy appealed "to many Americans as well as to critics of Washington’s bipartisan foreign policy establishment."[75]
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 Benedictions




Three religious leaders delivered benedictions[image: External link] following Trump's speech, bringing the total number of prayers[image: External link] during the ceremony to six, a record number. Reverend Franklin Graham; Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan[image: External link], Archbishop of New York[image: External link]; Reverend Dr. Samuel Rodriguez[image: External link]; Pastor Paula White; Rabbi Marvin Hier[image: External link]; and Bishop Wayne T. Jackson gave the benedictions.[76][41] Jackie Evancho[image: External link] concluded the ceremony with a performance of the U.S. national anthem[image: External link].[77]
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 Post-ceremony events




After the inaugural ceremony, President Trump, First Lady Melania Trump, Vice President Mike Pence and Second Lady Karen Pence escorted former President Barack Obama and former First Lady Michelle Obama to a departure ceremony on the east side of the U.S. Capitol. The Trumps exchanged remarks and bid farewell to the Obamas at the base of the helicopter that would transport them to Joint Base Andrews[image: External link], and then returned to the steps of the Capitol building where they waved as the Obama's helicopter took off. Before the luncheon and in keeping with tradition, President Trump signed his first presidential orders in the President's Room[image: External link] at the Capitol,[78] and then signed the guest book for the luncheon.

Next, Trump signed orders to officially present the nominations for his Cabinet[image: External link] and several sub‑Cabinet officials to the Senate for confirmation[image: External link].[79] His first bill that he signed into law was a waiver of the National Security Act of 1947[image: External link] granted to him that allowed the nomination of retired General James Mattis to be nominated for the position of United States Secretary of Defense[image: External link].[80] The National Security Act of 1947 requires a seven-year waiting period before retired military personnel can assume the role of Secretary of Defense.[80] Mattis became only the second Secretary of Defense to receive such a waiver, following George Marshall[image: External link], who served under President Harry S. Truman.[80] Following in tradition, Trump used various commemorative pens to sign the Cabinet nominations, and distributed them among the lawmakers and guests that had gathered. The pens are traditionally given as a gift to politicians or individuals touched by the action, or were instrumental in its implementation.[79]

Trump also signed a proclamation declaring his inauguration a National Day of Patriotic Devotion.[81][82][83] In this he followed Barack Obama, who declared his[image: External link] a National Day of Renewal and Reconciliation,[84] and previous declarations of periods of patriotism by such former presidents as Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and Ronald Reagan.[85]

Trump was accompanied at the signing ceremony by his wife, and children, and several of his grandchildren, as well as the chairs of the Joint Congressional Inauguration Committee, including Senators Roy Blunt, Mitch McConnell and Chuck Schumer, and Congressional leaders Paul Ryan, Kevin McCarthy and Nancy Pelosi.[85] During the ceremony, the lawmakers joked with President Trump, he handed pens to participants (e.g. Elaine Chao's nomination pen to Nancy Pelosi[image: External link], Trump stating, because "they were both women") and then traded pens in an offer to give, not as an ask to receive (Nancy Pelosi[image: External link] gave Elaine Chao's nomination pen to Chao's husband, Mitch McConnell[image: External link]).[86][85] The Trumps and Pences then attended an inaugural luncheon at the U.S. Capitol before traveling from there to the presidential reviewing stand at the White House to watch the parade.[87][88]
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 Luncheon




As former President and Mrs. Obama began their journey to a vacation in California, the Trumps and Pences joined several congressional guests for the inaugural luncheon in National Statuary Hall[image: External link] at the U.S. Capitol. Guests included top Washington lawmakers as well as former presidents and vice presidents. During his formal address at the lunch, Trump asked those in attendance to give Hillary Clinton, his opponent during the 2016 election[image: External link], a standing ovation.[89][90][91]

A luncheon at the U.S. Capitol has been part of the inaugural program since 1953 (before that time, the luncheon was usually held at the White House and hosted by the outgoing President and First Lady). The menu for the 2017 inaugural luncheon, which in the past has often featured dishes representative of the home states of the new President and Vice President, included more traditional dishes from around the country.[87] The first course consisted of Maine lobster[image: External link] and Gulf shrimp with saffron sauce and peanut crumble, accompanied by a J. Lohr[image: External link] 2013 Arroyo Vista Chardonnay[image: External link].[87] The second dish contained Seven Hills Angus beef[image: External link] in dark chocolate and juniper[image: External link] jus with potato gratin, served with a Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon[image: External link], and dessert included a chocolate soufflé[image: External link] and cherry vanilla ice cream with California Champagne.[87] Since 1985, a painting has served as a backdrop for the head table. For the 2017 inaugural luncheon, the featured painting was George Caleb Bingham[image: External link]'s The Verdict of the People[image: External link], which depicts a Missouri town and its citizens both celebrating and mourning the election victory of what historians say was a likely proslavery[image: External link] candidate.[92]
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 Parade




Following the luncheon, Trump, Pence, and their wives reviewed an honor guard[image: External link] of troops at the East Front of the U.S. Capitol before beginning the parade.[93][94] The inaugural parade route ran along Pennsylvania Avenue[image: External link],  NW[image: External link] from the U.S. Capitol, ending at the north face of the White House.[95] During most of the parade, President Trump and First Lady Melania Trump traveled in the armored limousine[image: External link] used by the President because of potential security threats. The President and First Lady exited their limousine twice, walking on Pennsylvania Avenue for portions of the parade,[88][96][97] a longstanding custom.[98] Vice President Pence and his wife Karen walked the parade route at several points with their children as well.[99]

The parade lasted approximately two hours during the afternoon and early evening following the inaugural ceremony.[100] Parade participants included more than 8,000 people,[101] "representing forty organizations including high school and university marching bands, equestrian corps, first responders, and veterans groups," according to the Joint Congressional Inauguration Committee.[102] Each branch of the United States military was also represented.[102]

Vice President Mike Pence invited several groups from Indiana to march in the parade in the Indiana section, including the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department Drill Team, the Culver Military Academy[image: External link], and the Columbus North High School[image: External link] marching band from Pence's native Columbus, Indiana[image: External link].[103] Shortly after the parade, Trump went to the Oval Office to sign his first executive orders as president, including an order to start the process of dismantling the Affordable Care Act.[104][105]
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 Inaugural balls




President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump attended three official inaugural balls[image: External link] during the evening of January 20, 2017,[53][106] titled "Liberty and Freedom: The Official Presidential Inaugural Balls."[107] Donald Trump wore a classic black tuxedo, with a white button up shirt, and a black bow tie, in keeping with tradition.[108] Melania Trump wore a white, off-the-shoulder, sleeveless gown designed by French-American fashion designer Hervé Pierre[image: External link].[109] Pierre has also designed dresses for First Ladies Laura Bush[image: External link], Hillary Clinton and Michelle Obama[image: External link], and he has been styling for Melania Trump for several years.[109] The dress featured a front slit, a ruffled accent and a thin red belt to cinch the waist.[108]

The Liberty Ball, one of two official balls held at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center[image: External link], was the first stop of the evening for the President and First Lady. The Trumps danced to their first song, which was chosen to be "My Way[image: External link]" by Frank Sinatra[image: External link], and was performed by Erin Boheme[image: External link], an American jazz singer.[107][108] In an attempt to allow more access to the inaugural balls, the Presidential Inauguration Committee announced that they intended to make the inaugural balls the most affordable in recent history, offering $50 tickets to either the Liberty or Freedom Balls.[110] The second ball that the Trumps attended was the Freedom Ball, also held at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center, and also featured a first dance to "My Way", as with the Liberty Ball.[108]

The third ball that the President and First Lady attended was the Salute To Our Armed Services Ball, which took place at the National Building Museum[image: External link]. The ball was by invitation only, with free tickets being provided to "active duty and reserve military, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipients, wounded warriors, military families, veterans, and first responders," according to the Presidential Inauguration Committee.[110] At the beginning of the ball, Trump and his wife, Melania, addressed the crowd of gathered service members, and then spoke via satellite with active duty soldiers in Bagram Airfield[image: External link], Afghanistan[image: External link].[111] Trump thanked the active duty soldiers for the congratulations on his inauguration as Commander-in-chief[image: External link].[111] Tony Orlando[image: External link] and the Josh Weathers Band performed at the Armed Services Ball.[111]

It is tradition for the President and First Lady, and the Vice President and Second Lady, to dance with military service members during the Armed Services Ball. A cover of the song "I Will Always Love You[image: External link]" by Whitney Houston[image: External link] was performed during the dance.[112] President Trump danced with U.S. Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Catherine Cartmell of Newport, Rhode Island[image: External link].[112] Sgt. Angel Rodriguez, who danced with Second Lady Karen Pence, drew attention for his dancing style, spinning the Second Lady, which provoked playful laughter from Tiffany and Eric Trump.[113] After the dance concluded, President Trump and Vice President Pence used a saber to cut the ceremonial military cake in order to honor the sacrifice and service of the members of the Armed Forces.[112]
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 Prayer service




On January 21, President Trump, First Lady Melania Trump, Vice President Pence and Second Lady Karen Pence gathered at the Washington National Cathedral[image: External link] for a national day of prayer,[114] a tradition dating back to the first President, George Washington.[115] Among the parishioners were more than two dozen religious leaders from a variety of different faiths.[116] Marlana VanHoose[image: External link], a 20-year-old vocalist who was born with cytomegalovirus[image: External link], performed at the ceremony, singing "How Great Thou Art[image: External link]".[117] Melania Trump was visibly emotional during the performance, and led a standing ovation for her after she finished performing.[117] The service began with call to prayer by the Reverend Rosemarie Duncan, Mikhail Manevich, a Jewish cantor[image: External link], and Mohamed Magid, a Muslim imam.[115] The clergy spoke of both compassion and diversity.[115]
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 Crowd size




Before the event, federal and local agencies estimated turnout between 700,000 and 900,000.[119][120] Trump predicted his inauguration having "an unbelievable, perhaps record-setting turnout."[121]

The US Park Service[image: External link] does not publish crowd estimates about events at the National Mall[image: External link].[122] Overhead imagery[123] and statistics on public transportation ridership from the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority[image: External link] (WMATA), which operates Metrorail[image: External link], are therefore used to estimate crowd sizes.[124]

The WMATA reported that 193,000 passengers rode the Metro before 11 a.m. on the day of Trump's inauguration, and 570,557 passengers during the entire day, noting that it was lower than the average weekday ridership of 639,000 passengers.[125] USA Today reported on "a notable number" of empty seats along the parade route.[126]

Crowd counting[image: External link] experts cited by The New York Times estimated that about 160,000 people were in the National Mall areas in the hour leading up to Trump's speech.[127] It is estimated that as many as 1.8 million people attended Obama's 2009 inauguration[image: External link][128] – which set a record for the total number of people in the National Mall[image: External link] at any one given time,[129] and which marked the inauguration of the nation's first African American president.[130][131] CNN provided a gigapixel[image: External link] panorama[image: External link] of the area.[132]

Nielsen ratings[image: External link] showed that TV viewership of the inauguration in the US was 30.6 million, more than Obama's second inauguration in 2013 (20.6 million),[133] but less than Obama's first inauguration in 2009 (38 million) and Reagan's first in 1981[image: External link] (42 million).[134] Trump's inauguration became the most streamed[image: External link] Twitter video during the site's decade long history with more than 6.8 million views.[135][136]
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 Administration response




In a press conference on January 21, Sean Spicer, Trump's White House Press Secretary, stated that the crowd "was the largest audience ever to witness an inauguration, period, both in person and around the globe", and accused the media of reporting false crowd estimates to "lessen the enthusiasm of the inauguration".[137][138][139] Spicer also stated that 420,000 people rode the Metro on the day of Trump's inauguration, and that only 317,000 rode on the day of Obama's.[139][137] In fact, 570,557 Metro trips were taken on the day of Trump's inauguration, compared to 1.1 million on Obama's 2009 inauguration day and 782,000 on Obama's 2013 inauguration day.[140] Ridership at 11 a.m. was 193,000, 513,000 and 317,000 respectively.[140]

Numerous sources highlighted the fact that Spicer's statements were incorrect, and many accused him of intentionally misstating the figures.[137][141][142] In response, Donald Trump's counselor and spokesperson, Kellyanne Conway, in an interview with NBC's Chuck Todd[image: External link], stated that Spicer merely presented "alternative facts[image: External link]".[143] Todd responded by saying "alternative facts are not facts. They're falsehoods."[144]

On January 23, Spicer admitted his error concerning WMATA ridership levels, stating that he was relying on statistics given to him, but he stood by his claim that the inauguration was the most-viewed, stating he also included online viewership in addition to in-person and television in his estimates.[145][146] Spicer's claim of the largest audience ever was still shown inaccurate as Nielsen reported 30.6 million viewers across 12 networks while Obama had 37.8 million and Ronald Reagan 41.8 million.[147] As for online viewership, Spicer himself cited a figure of 16.9 million livestreams provided by CNN. However, CNN served nearly 27 million streams in 2009 for Obama's inauguration.[147]

The incoming administration briefly shut down the Interior Department[image: External link]'s Twitter accounts.[148] The National Park Service[image: External link]'s official Twitter account had re-tweeted two Tweets on "omissions on policy areas" on the White House website and Trump's and Obama's crowd sizes.[148] An NPS spokesman issued an apology for "mistaken RTs."[148]

On the morning following the inauguration, Trump telephoned acting National Park Service[image: External link] director Michael T. Reynolds and personally directed him to produce additional aerial photographs of the Inauguration Day crowds.[149][150] Reynolds and the Park Service complied with the directive; the additional photos, however, "did not prove Trump’s contention that the crowd size was upward of 1 million."[149]
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 Protests and demonstrations




Further information: Protests against Donald Trump § Inauguration protests[image: External link]


As of mid-December, there were 20 requests for demonstration permits for Donald J. Trump's inauguration, including Bikers for Trump, and the Women's March on Washington, scheduled for the day after inauguration day.[151] Supported by nearly 200 activist groups and organizations, and drawing an estimated three times as many participants as the inauguration,[127] the Women's March demonstrated on racial and gender equality, affordable healthcare, abortion rights and voting rights.[152]

Protests occurred during the inauguration ceremonies in Washington, D.C. The vast majority of protesters, several thousand in all, were peaceful.[153][154][155] Disrupt J20[image: External link] protesters linked arms at security checkpoints and attempted to shut them down.[156] Some elements of the protesters were black bloc[image: External link] groups and self described anarchists[image: External link], and engaged in sporadic acts of vandalism, rioting[image: External link], and violence.[155][157][158] At least 217 were arrested and six police officers sustained minor injuries, and at least one other person was injured.[154][155][159]

67 Democratic U.S. Representatives[image: External link] declined to attend Trump's inauguration, citing "what they described as his alarming and divisive policies, foreign interference in his election and his criticism of civil rights icon John Lewis[image: External link], a congressman from Georgia".[160] Of the 67 boycotting, almost all came from congressional districts[image: External link] won by Hillary Clinton; many of these are safe[image: External link] Democratic seats.[161][162]
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 Viewership




There were 16.63 million viewers of President Trump taking the oath of office and giving his inaugural address on the three major cable news networks Fox, CNN, and MSNBC. The number of viewers for President Obama in 2009 was more at 17.06 million and in 2013 less at 6.73 million. According to Nielsen data, there were 30.64 million people who viewed President Trump's inauguration on the 12 networks that covered it live. The number of viewers for President Obama's 2009 inauguration on the 18 networks that covered it live was more at 37.8 million. At Obama's 2013 inauguration, it was less at 20.55 million.[163]
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For a chronological guide to this subject, see Timeline of the presidency of Donald Trump.
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The presidency of Donald Trump began at noon EST[image: External link] on January 20, 2017, the day that Donald Trump was inaugurated as the 45th President of the United States,[1] succeeding Barack Obama. Trump, a Republican[image: External link], was a businessman from New York City[image: External link] at the time of his victory in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link] over Democrat[image: External link] Hillary Clinton. His running mate, former Governor Mike Pence of Indiana, took office as the 48th Vice President of the United States on the same day. Trump's term in office is set to end on January 20, 2021, though he is eligible for election to a second term and has declared his intention to run.

During his first few months in office, as of May 2017, Trump has issued 36 executive orders and 25 presidential memoranda[image: External link]. The executive orders 13769 and 13780 dealing with denying admission to the US of people from several foreign countries have been blocked by federal courts. Trump's nominee to the Supreme Court, Neil Gorsuch, was confirmed by the United States Senate on April 7, 2017.
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 Elections
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 2016 elections




Main articles: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016 and United States elections, 2016


The Republican ticket of businessman Donald Trump of New York and Governor Mike Pence of Indiana won the 2016 election[image: External link], defeating the Democratic ticket of former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton of New York and Senator Tim Kaine of Virginia. Trump won 304 electoral votes compared to Clinton's 227,[2] though Clinton won a plurality of the popular vote.[3]

Trump is the fifth person to win the presidency but lose the popular vote, after John Quincy Adams (1824),[a] Rutherford B. Hayes (1876), Benjamin Harrison (1888), and George W. Bush (2000).[4][5] Although Republicans lost a net of two seats in the Senate elections[image: External link] and six seats in the House elections[image: External link], they maintained their majorities in both houses for the 115th Congress[image: External link].[6] Trump claimed that massive amounts of voter fraud[image: External link] in Clinton's favor occurred during the election, and he called for a major investigation after taking office.[7]

After the election, Republican Mitch McConnell[image: External link] of Kentucky retained his position as Senate Majority Leader[image: External link], while Democrat Chuck Schumer[image: External link] of New York replaced the retiring Harry Reid[image: External link] of Nevada as Senate Minority Leader.[8] Democrat Nancy Pelosi[image: External link] retained her position as House Minority Leader,[9] while Republican Paul Ryan retained his position as Speaker of the House.[10]
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 2018 midterm elections




Main article: United States elections, 2018[image: External link]


Midterm elections[image: External link] will be held on November 6, 2018. All 435 House seats and one third of the Senate (Class I[image: External link]) will be up for election.
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 Indications of 2020 presidential campaign




Main articles: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2020 and United States presidential election, 2020


Trump signaled his intent to run for a second term by filing with the FEC within hours of assuming the presidency.[11][12] This transformed his 2016 election committee into one incorporating re-election for 2020.[13] The early beginning of the campaign was highly unorthodox.[citation needed[image: External link]] Trump marked the official start of the campaign with a rally in Melbourne, Florida, on February 18, 2017, less than a month after taking office.[14] By February 1, 2017, the campaign had already raised over $7 million.[15]
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 Transition period and inauguration




Main articles: Presidential transition of Donald Trump[image: External link] and Inauguration of Donald Trump


Further information: United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]


Prior to the election, Trump named Chris Christie as the leader of his transition team[image: External link].[16] After the election, Vice President-elect Mike Pence replaced Christie as chairman of the transition team, while Christie became a vice-chairman alongside Senator Jeff Sessions of Alabama, retired Army Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn[image: External link], former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, former presidential candidate Ben Carson, and former House Speaker Newt Gingrich.[17] Trump's transition team launched the website Greatagain.gov[image: External link].[18] Trump and his transition team began choosing key personnel for his administration following his election victory.[19]

Trump was inaugurated on January 20, 2017, shortly after Pence was inaugurated as vice president. Accompanied by his wife, Melania Trump, Donald Trump was sworn in by Chief Justice[image: External link] John Roberts.[20] In his seventeen-minute inaugural address, Trump sounded a populist note, condemning federal politicians who he argued prospered while jobs and factories left the country.[20] Trump promised that "[e]very decision on trade, on taxes, on immigration, on foreign affairs, will be made to benefit American workers and American factories."[20] At age 70, Trump became the oldest person[image: External link] to assume the presidency,[21] and the first without prior government or military experience.[22]
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 Personnel






	The Trump Cabinet



	Office
	Name
	Term



	



	President
	Donald Trump
	2017–present



	Vice President
	Mike Pence
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of State
	Rex Tillerson
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of Treasury[image: External link]
	Steven Mnuchin
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of Defense[image: External link]
	James Mattis
	2017–present



	



	Attorney General[image: External link]
	Jeff Sessions
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of the Interior[image: External link]
	Ryan Zinke
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link]
	Sonny Perdue
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of Commerce[image: External link]
	Wilbur Ross
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of Labor[image: External link]
	Alex Acosta
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of Health and

Human Services[image: External link]
	Tom Price
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of Education[image: External link]
	Betsy DeVos
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of Housing and

Urban Development[image: External link]
	Ben Carson
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of Transportation[image: External link]
	Elaine Chao
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of Energy[image: External link]
	Rick Perry
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of Veterans Affairs[image: External link]
	David Shulkin
	2017–present



	



	Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link]
	John F. Kelly
	2017–present



	



	Chief of Staff
	Reince Priebus
	2017–present



	



	Administrator of the

Environmental Protection Agency
	Scott Pruitt
	2017–present



	



	Director of the Office of

Management and Budget
	Mick Mulvaney
	2017–present



	



	Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link]
	Nikki Haley
	2017–present



	



	United States Trade Representative[image: External link]
	Robert Lighthizer
	2017–present



	



	Director of National Intelligence[image: External link]
	Dan Coats
	2017–present



	



	Director of the

Central Intelligence Agency[image: External link]
	Mike Pompeo
	2017–present



	



	Administrator of the

Small Business Administration
	Linda McMahon
	2017–present
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 Cabinet




Main articles: Cabinet of Donald Trump[image: External link] and Formation of Donald Trump's cabinet[image: External link]


Days after the presidential election, Trump announced that he had selected RNC Chairman Reince Priebus as his Chief of Staff, a position that does not require Senate confirmation.[23] Priebus and Senior Counselor Steve Bannon were named as "equal partners" within the White House power structure, although Bannon will not be a member of the Cabinet.[24] Aside from the vice president and the chief of staff, the remaining Cabinet-level positions required Senate confirmation.

On November 18, Trump announced his first Cabinet designee, choosing Alabama Senator Jeff Sessions for the position of Attorney General.[25] Trump continued to name designees for various positions in November, December, and January. Former Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue was announced as the nominee for Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link] on January 19, completing Trump's initial slate of Cabinet nominees.[26] Trump is the first incoming president to benefit from the 2013 filibuster reform[image: External link], which eased the use of cloture[image: External link] on executive and lower-level judicial nominees, reducing the amount required to invoke from an absolute[image: External link] supermajority[image: External link] of three-fifths to a bare majority[image: External link].[27]

By February 8, 2017, President Trump had fewer cabinet nominees confirmed than any other president except George Washington by the same length of time into his presidency.[28][29] His final initial Cabinet-level nominee, U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer, was confirmed on May 12, 2017.[30] In February 2017, President Trump formally announced his cabinet structure, elevating the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] and Director of the CIA[image: External link] to cabinet level. The Chair of the Council of Economic Advisers[image: External link], which had been added to the cabinet added by Obama in 2009, was removed from the cabinet. Trump's cabinet consists of 24 members – the most since Bill Clinton.[31]
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 Notable non-Cabinet positions




See also: Political appointments of Donald Trump[image: External link]






	
White House staff


	
Chief Strategist

	
Steve Bannon (2017–present)






	
Counselor to the President[image: External link]

	
Kellyanne Conway (2017–present)






	
Senior Advisor to the President[image: External link]

	
Stephen Miller[image: External link] (2017–present)


	
Jared Kushner (2017–present)






	
Deputy Chiefs of Staff

	
Katie Walsh[image: External link] (2017)


	
Joe Hagin (2017–present)


	
Rick Dearborn (2017–present)






	
Press Secretary

	
Sean Spicer (2017–present)






	
Communications Director

	
Sean Spicer (2017)


	
Michael Dubke[image: External link] (2017)






	
Director of Strategic Communications

	
Hope Hicks (2017–present)









	
Security and international affairs


	
National Security Advisor[image: External link]

	
Mike Flynn[image: External link] (2017)


	
Herbert Raymond McMaster[image: External link] (2017–present)






	
Homeland Security Advisor[image: External link]

	
Tom Bossert (2017–present)






	
Director of the FBI[image: External link]

	
James Comey1 (2013–2017)


	
Andrew G. McCabe[image: External link] (acting) (2017–present)









	









	
Domestic affairs


	Chair of the Council of Economic Advisers[image: External link]

	Vacant





	Chair of the Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link]

	
Jay Clayton[image: External link] (2017–present)






	Chair of the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link]

	
Ajit Varadaraj Pai[image: External link] (2017–present)






	Director of the National Economic Council

	
Gary Cohn (2017–present)









	
Federal Reserve[image: External link] Board


	
Chair[image: External link]

	
Janet Yellen[image: External link]1 (2014–present)






	
Vice Chair[image: External link]

	
Stanley Fischer[image: External link]2 (2014–present)[32]









	








	






1Appointed by Barack Obama; term ends in January/February 2018,[33] and Trump intends to "most likely" appoint a replacement.[34]

2Appointed by Barack Obama; term ends in June 2018.
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 Firing of Michael Flynn




On February 13, 2017, Trump fired Michael Flynn from the post of National Security Adviser, making Flynn's the shortest tenure in the history of the office.[35] The given reason for the termination was that he had lied to Vice President Pence about his communications with the Russian ambassador to the United States, Sergey Kislyak[image: External link], with whom Flynn had discussed lifting sanctions against Russia if Donald Trump was elected President. Flynn was fired amidst the ongoing controversy concerning Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections and accusations that Trump's electoral team colluded with Russian agents. In May 2017, Sally Yates[image: External link] testified before Senate Judiciary's Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism that she had told White House Counsel Don McGahn in late January 2017 that Flynn had misled Vice President Mike Pence and other administration officials and warned that Flynn was potentially compromised by Russia. Flynn remained in his post for another two weeks and was fired after The Washington Post broke the story. Yates was fired by Donald Trump on January 30, two days after she warned Trump officials about Flynn.[36]
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 Firing of James Comey




Main article: Dismissal of James Comey


On May 9, 2017, Trump fired FBI Director James Comey. In explaining his decision to fire Comey, the Trump administration cited Comey's handling of the Hillary Clinton email controversy.[37] In firing Comey, Trump relied on a memo written by Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein that criticized Comey for publicly announcing that the case involving Clinton's emails would not be prosecuted. Rosenstein argued that Comey overstepped his role and that the Justice Department determines whether a case should be prosecuted.[38] However, many critics of Trump accused him of using Comey's handling of the Clinton investigation as a pretext for Comey's dismissal; instead, these critics argue that Comey was dismissed due to his investigation into the Trump administration's ties with Russia.[39] Governance experts said that the firing of Comey was highly significant and abnormal, with the action raising concerns about checks and balances in American democracy broadly.[40] Days after firing Comey, Trump stated that he would have fired Comey regardless of Rosenstein's recommendations, describing Comey as a "showboat."[41] In a meeting with the Russian Foreign Minister and Ambassador to the US, Trump asserted Comey was a "nut job" and that this would relieve pressure off of him regarding his relationship with Russia.[42] In the aftermath of Comey's firing, various news outlets compared the firing to the "Saturday Night Massacre[image: External link]," a constitutional crisis[image: External link] that occurred during Richard Nixon's administration.[43][44][45]
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 Comey memos




Main article: Comey memos


Comey wrote multiple memos concerning his interactions with President Trump and in one Trump attempted to persuade Comey to abort the investigation into General Flynn.[46][47][48][49][50][51] Director Comey would record a detailed memo during every meeting with President Donald Trump.[52] One memo referred to an February 14, 2017, Oval Office meeting between Comey and Trump, in which, according to the memo, the president stated "I hope you can see your way clear to letting this go, to letting Flynn go. He is a good guy. I hope you can let this go."[48] Comey made no commitments to Trump on the subject.[48]

The Times reported that the memo, which is not classified[image: External link], was part of a "paper trail" created by Comey to document "what he perceived as the president’s improper efforts to influence a continuing investigation".[48] Comey shared the memo with "a very small circle of people at the FBI and Justice Department[image: External link]."[53] Comey and other senior FBI officials perceived Trump's remarks "as an effort to influence the investigation, but they decided that they would try to keep the conversation secret — even from the F.B.I. agents working on the Russia investigation — so the details of the conversation would not affect the investigation."[48]

Two individuals who read the memo told the Times that "Comey created similar memos — including some that are classified — about every phone call and meeting he had with the president."[48] The Washington Post reported that two Comey associates who had seen Comey's memo described it as two pages long and highly detailed.[53] The Times noted that contemporaneous notes created by FBI agents are frequently relied upon "in court as credible evidence of conversations."[48]
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 Judicial nominees




Main article: Donald Trump Supreme Court candidates


Trump took office with a Supreme Court vacancy, which arose after the February 2016 death of Antonin Scalia. During his campaign, Trump released two lists of potential nominees to fill the vacancy caused by Scalia's death.[54] On January 31, 2017, Trump nominated federal appellate judge Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court.[55] Gorsuch's appointment was confirmed on April 7, 2017, after a 54–45 vote.[56] Prior to this nomination, 60 votes had been required for Supreme Court nominees to be moved to a confirmation vote over a filibuster[image: External link], via invoking cloture[image: External link]. The 60-vote total previously needed to advance the vote was not met due to Democratic opposition. To allow the nomination to proceed, the "nuclear option[image: External link]" was deployed, requiring only a simple majority, 51 votes, for cloture for a nominee.[57]

The United States courts of appeals have several vacancies and the United States district courts[image: External link] also have dozens of vacancies for President Trump to fill.[58]
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 First 100 days




Main article: First 100 days of Donald Trump's presidency


The first 100 days of Donald Trump's presidency began when he was sworn in at noon on January 20, 2017, and ended on April 29, 2017.

On his first day in office, Trump signed an executive order directing all federal agencies to minimize the "unwarranted economic and regulatory burdens" of the Affordable Care Act.[59] Trump also ordered a freeze on all new regulations that agencies had been working on during the previous administration.[59] On January 23, Trump signed an executive order withdrawing the United States from the Trans-Pacific Partnership, an unratified free trade agreement. That same day, Trump signed another order re-instating the Mexico City Policy and a third order that placed a freeze on federal hiring.[60] On January 24, Trump signed another series of executive actions, including an executive order designed to fast-track "high-priority infrastructure projects", as well as two presidential memoranda supporting the construction of the Keystone XL and Dakota Access pipelines.[61] On January 25, Trump signed an executive order directing the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] to begin building a wall on the Mexican-American border.[62] On January 27, Trump banned former government officials from lobbying agencies they had worked at for a five-year period.[63] On January 31, Trump nominated Neil Gorsuch to fill a Supreme Court vacancy.[55] On February 3, Trump signed an order designed to loosen many of the financial regulations imposed by the 2010 Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link].[64] On February 13, National Security Advisor Michael T. Flynn[image: External link] resigned from his position after misleading key officials about the nature of his telecommunications with Russian diplomats.[65]

Trump accomplished few of his major commitments from the 100 day plan he campaigned on during the election.[66][67][68][69] He also had the lowest 100 day approval rating of any president since polling began.[70]

During his 100 days in office, his administration decided to stop publishing its visitor log, which had been maintained by the Secret Service. This was done based on the belief[citation needed[image: External link]] that revealing the logs would be a security risk. There is a lawsuit seeking to unveil the visitor logs.[71]
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 Immigration order




Main article: Executive Order 13769


On January 27, Trump signed an executive order which indefinitely suspended admission of refugees fleeing the Syrian Civil War[image: External link], suspended admission of all other refugees for 120 days, and denied entry to citizens of Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria[image: External link] and Yemen for 90 days. The order also established a religious test for refugees from Muslim nations by giving priority to refugees of other religions over Muslim refugees.[72] Later, the administration seemed to reverse a portion of part of the order, effectively exempting visitors with a green card.[73][74] Two Iraqi nationals detained upon arrival filed a complaint.[75] Several federal judges issued rulings that curtailed parts of the immigration order, stopping the federal government from deporting visitors already affected.[74] On January 30, Trump fired[image: External link] Acting Attorney General Sally Yates[image: External link] after she stated she would not defend the order in court; Yates was replaced by Dana Boente[image: External link], who stated the Justice Department would defend the order.[76]
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 National Security Council




On January 28, Trump reorganized the National Security Council in an executive measure, removing the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link] and the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] from their permanent status on the Principals Committee, and elevating the Chief Strategist, Steve Bannon, to permanent status on the committee.[77] The new arrangement was widely criticized, with Susan Rice[image: External link], the former National Security Advisor[image: External link], calling it "stone cold crazy."[78][79][80][81] The reorganization also placed the Administrator of the United States Agency for International Development[image: External link] as a permanent member of the Deputies Committee, winning moderate praise.[82] Bannon was removed from the National Security Council on April 5 after H.R. McMaster[image: External link] replaced Flynn as the National Security Adviser.[83]
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 Cost of trips




According to several reports, Trump's and his family's trips in the first month of his presidency cost the US taxpayers nearly as much as former President Obama's travel expenses for an entire year. By mid-February, since his inauguration, the Trumps' trips have cost about 11.3 million dollars, while Obama's average yearly expenses spent on travel was 12.1 million dollars, according to the conservative group Judicial Watch. When Obama was president, Trump frequently criticized him for taking vacations which were paid for with public funds.[84] Former Secret Service employees have described the task of protecting the Trump family's business and private travels as a "logistical nightmare".[85]

The Washington Post reported that Trump's atypically lavish lifestyle is far more expensive to the taxpayers than what was typical of former presidents and could end up in the hundreds of millions of dollars over the whole of Trump's term.[85]
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 Military action in Syria




See also: Khan Shaykhun chemical attack[image: External link]


It was first reported on April 4, 2017, that the Syrian government led by President Bashar al-Assad[image: External link] had launched a chemical attack on civilians in the Syrian town of Khan Sheikhoun, in the rebel-held territory of Idlib Province. The Trump administration initially responded by saying the attacks were "not something that any civilized nation should sit back and accept or tolerate.”[86] The following day, April 5, Trump held a press conference with King Abdullah II[image: External link] of Jordan in the Rose Garden[image: External link] of the White House where he stated his "attitude toward Syria and Assad, has changed very much." Trump also said “It crossed a lot of lines for me. When you kill innocent children, innocent babies, little babies, with a chemical gas that was so lethal,” then that “crosses many lines, beyond a red line, many many lines” referencing President Obama's ultimatum to the Syrian regime in 2013.[87] On Thursday April 6, Trump ordered the launch of 59 Tomahawk cruise missiles[image: External link] toward Shayrat Air Base[image: External link] where the chemical attacks are believed to have been launched. Shortly after giving the order, Trump addressed the nation saying, "It is in the vital national security interest of the United States to prevent and deter the spread or use of deadly chemical weapons."[88] Several protests were held in the United States demonstrating against the attack.[89]
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 Revealing classified information to Russia




Main article: Donald Trump revelation of classified information to Russia[image: External link]


Donald Trump discussed highly classified intelligence in an Oval Office meeting with the Russian foreign minister Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] and ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link], providing details that could expose the source of the information and the manner in which it was collected.[90][91][92][93][94][95] The intelligence was about an ISIS[image: External link] plot. A Middle Eastern ally, reportedly Israel[image: External link], provided the intelligence which had the highest level of classification and was not intended to be shared widely.[90] The incident was reported by The Washington Post,[96] the New York Times[90] and Reuters.[97] The Times reports that "sharing the information without the express permission of the ally who provided it was a major breach of espionage etiquette, and could jeopardize a crucial intelligence-sharing[image: External link] relationship."[90] The White House, through National Security Advisor[image: External link] H. R. McMaster[image: External link], issued a limited denial, saying that the story "as reported" was not correct,[98] and stated that no "intelligence sources or methods" were discussed.[97] McMaster did not provide specific denials.[98][99] Others said that McMaster did not actually deny the information in the report but rather denied aspects which were not in the Washington Post story.[100] The following day Trump stated on Twitter that Russia is an important ally against terrorism and that he had "absolute right" to share classified information with Russia.[101][102]
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 Leadership style and philosophy
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 Relationship with the media




Early into the presidency, the Trump administration developed a highly contentious relationship with the media. Senior administration regularly gave false, misleading or tortured statements to the media.[103] By May 2017, Politico reported that the repeated untruths by senior officials made it difficult for the media to take official statements seriously.[103]

On his first day in office, Trump attacked the media for understating the size of the crowd at his inauguration. At a media event at CIA headquarters on his first day in office, Trump called the media "among the most dishonest human beings on earth". Trump's Press Secretary, Sean Spicer later held a press conference at the White House where he scolded reporters, saying that the inauguration crowd had been the biggest in history, which photographs clearly showed to be false.[104]

On February 16, less than a month into his presidency, Trump held a press conference claiming that the media was not speaking for the people, but for special interests. He claimed that they were dishonest, out of control and doing a disservice to the American people.[105] The following day he called the New York Times, NBC, ABC, CBS and CNN "the enemy of the American People" on Twitter.[106]

On February 24, 2017, Breitbart[image: External link] and others published a specific complaint enunciated by the president about news media's reliance on anonymous sources[image: External link] for some of its news. The report noted also that "members of [the President's] White House team regularly demand anonymity when talking to reporters".[107] Four days later, a BuzzFeed[image: External link] report detailed Trump's own request to be quoted only as a "senior administration official" at a "private meeting with national news anchors", with the internet[image: External link] media[image: External link] website[image: External link] citing "attendees at the meeting".[108]

Also on February 24, 2017, the Trump administration blocked reporters from The New York Times, BuzzFeed News, CNN, The Los Angeles Times and Politico from attending an off-camera briefing with Press Secretary Sean Spicer.[109] Reporters from Time magazine and The Associated Press chose not to attend the briefing in protest at the White House’s actions.[110] The New York Times described the move as "a highly unusual breach of relations between the White House and its press corps," and the White House Correspondents' Association[image: External link] issued a statement of protest.[110][109]

Trump also disagreed with the media over its coverage of Russian interference in the presidential election and administration's links to Russia. On March 4, Trump made a series of tweets which claimed, without any evidence, that then President Obama had wiretapped the Trump campaign headquarters at Trump Tower during the presidential election. Following these claims, Trump frequently accused the media of not reporting on his claims.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Trump continued the use of Twitter from the presidential campaign[image: External link]. Trump has continued to personally tweet from @realDonaldTrump, his personal account, while his staff tweet on his behalf using the official @POTUS account. His use of Twitter has been unconventional for a president initiating controversy and becoming news in their own right.[111]

His tweets have been reported as ill-considered, impulsive and vengeful,[112][113] often being made late at night or in the early hours of the morning. His tweets about a Muslim ban were successfully used against his administration to halt two versions of travel restrictions from Muslim-majority countries.[114] He has used Twitter to threaten and intimidate his political opponents and potential political allies needed to pass bills. While trying to pass the repeal and replacement of the Affordable Care Act, Trump attacked the Conservative Freedom Caucus whose votes he needed.[112][113] At times his tweets have been frivolous, such as when he mocked Arnold Schwarzenegger's ratings on The Celebrity Apprentice.[111] His attacks also frequently focused on Hillary Clinton, his opponent in the Presidential election, and his predecessor, Barack Obama.[115]

Many tweets appear to be based on stories that Trump has seen in the media, including conservative news agencies such as Breitbart. One notable example is the Trump Tower wiretapping allegations which appeared to come from a rumor in the media. Despite a lack of evidence for the claims, Trump continued to push the claim in the media and through Twitter.[115] Other examples of controversies include the Inauguration crowd-size estimate discrepancy, and early contacts with Australia, Mexico, and Iran.

Trump has used Twitter to selectively promote news that reflects positively on his administration, and criticize news that reflects negatively on it. For example, he often promotes good polling, but dismisses poor polling as inaccurate and rigged, despite coming from reputable sources. He used job creation data to evidence the success of his administration while he had criticized the same data under the Obama administration. He often uses Twitter to attack mainstream media organizations calling them and any unflattering news stories "fake news[image: External link]".

One analysis of Trump's Twitter habits over the course of a week was advanced by his friend and early supporter, publisher Christopher Ruddy[image: External link], in March 2017. Ruddy told Politico that Friday night and Saturday[image: External link] fit with "the news cycle ... when other news organizations aren’t pushing too much new. He realizes that Saturday is a free media day for him.”[116]
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During his presidency, critics have argued that Trump was showing signs of authoritarianism[image: External link].[117] According to Princeton history professor Julian Zelizer, early in his presidency Trump appeared to have been surprised by the checks and balances that placed limitations on the power of US presidents.[118] He complained about the legal limitations on his power, and called Senate and House of Representative rules "archaic" and stated that he had thought of increasing his power.[119] He attacked courts which made rulings against his executive orders.[120] Trump suggested that he was considering breaking up the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit[image: External link] after it ruled against his executive order on the funding of sanctuary cities.[121]

Trump is often critical of the media and had previously expressed interest in changing libel laws,[122] with his Chief of Staff stating in April 2017 that the administration was considering the constitutional implications.[123] The conservative columnist for the National Review[image: External link], Jonah Goldberg finds the frequent leaks from Trump's inner-circle as "hilarious" and "oddly reassuring," as it indicates that Trump will prove to be ineffective as an authoritarian.[124] Ezra Klein[image: External link] editorialized that the biggest threat is not "that Trump will build an autocracy. It’s that congressional Republicans will let him."[125]

Trump also expressed admiration for the authoritarian leaders of other nations while causing incidents with the leaders of liberal democracies[image: External link].[126] During the presidential campaign and early in his presidency Trump praised Russian president Vladimir Putin, although this relationship appeared to suffer after Trump launched an attack on Syria, Russia's ally, for its chemical attacks.[127] In April 2017, Trump congratulated President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan of Turkey[image: External link] for winning a referendum that integrated his office into the executive branch of the Turkish government; political analysts have characterized this planned action as a significant move towards authoritarianism.[128] On April 30, he invited President Rodrigo Duterte of the Philippines, who has numerous human rights abuses that have been reported in the Philippines during Duterte's tenure to the White House.[129] Critics, however, have also linked his praise for authoritarian leaders in the aforementioned countries to the Trump Organization's conflicts of interest with the administration, suggesting that he would try to use his presidential influence to help his existing business interests (as well as expand upon them) in Turkey, Russia and the Philippines.[130] In his first overseas tour, Trump had a congenial time with authoritarian Middle Eastern leaders in Saudi Arabia, promising not to lecture them on human rights. He then proceeded to Europe where he had lectured and admonished the leaders of European liberal democracies straining US-European relations.[131]

A number of professors of law, political science and history have criticized Trump's firing of FBI Director James Comey, arguing that Trump's action destabilizes democratic norms and the rule of law in the U.S.[132] Some have argued that Trump's action creates a constitutional crisis[image: External link].[133] Parallels have been drawn with other leaders who have slowly eroded democratic norms in their countries, such as Turkey's Recep Tayyip Erdoğan or Hungary's Viktor Orbán; political science professor Sheri Berman said those leaders slowly "chipped away at democratic institutions, undermined civil society, and slowly increased their own power."[134]
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See also: Social policy of Donald Trump
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Main article: Social policy of Donald Trump § Abortion[image: External link]


See also: Abortion in the United States[image: External link]


Trump, in his first few days in office, signed an executive order reinstating the Mexico City policy that requires all foreign non-governmental organizations[image: External link] that receive federal funding to refrain from performing or promoting abortion as a method of family planning in other countries.[135]
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On February 7, 2017, during a meeting with sheriffs, President Trump reiterated false assertions he made during the campaign about crime rates in the United States such as "the murder rate ... is the highest it’s been in 47 years.”[136][137][138][139][140] In that same meeting, when a sheriff complained about how "a state senator in Texas... was talking about legislation to require conviction before we could receive that forfeiture money", Trump responded to laughter, "Who is the state senator? Do you want to give his name? We'll destroy his career."[141] The next day, President Trump correctly said that the crime rate had increased "by double digits" in American cities in 2016.[142]

In May 2017, Attorney General[image: External link] Jeff Sessions ordered federal prosecutors to seek maximum sentencing for drug offenses[image: External link].[143] According to NBC News, "the move is an abrupt departure from policy made by President Barack Obama's Attorney General, to reduce the number of people convicted of certain lower-level drug crimes being given long jail terms."[143] According to the New York Times, the action ran "contrary to the growing bipartisan consensus coursing through Washington and many state capitals in recent years — a view that America was guilty of excessive incarceration and that large prison populations were too costly in tax dollars and the toll on families and communities."[144]
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Main article: Economic policy of Donald Trump


Shortly before Trump's election, the United States had an unemployment rate[image: External link] of 4.9% and a Federal Reserve-projected GDP growth rate of 1.8% for 2016 (adjusted for inflation).[145] With a GDP of $17.9 trillion according to a 2015 World Bank[image: External link] estimate, the US represented just under a quarter of the GDP of the world economy[image: External link].[146] After hovering around 18,000 on election day 2016, the Dow Jones Industrial Average[image: External link] reached 20,000 shortly after Trump took office.[147]

During the 2016 campaign, Trump proposed $1 trillion in investments in infrastructure such as roads, bridges, and airports.[148]

One of the Trump administration's first actions was to indefinitely suspend a cut in fee rates for mortgages that the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development[image: External link] (HUD) had announced under the Obama administration. The cut in fee rates would have saved individuals with lower credit scores around $500 per year on a typical loan.[149]
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In March 2017, the Trump administration revoked a memo issued by the Obama administration, which provided protections for people in default on student loans.[150]
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Further information: Environmental policy under the Trump administration


While as President-elect, Trump sought quick ways to withdraw the United States from the Paris Agreement, a 2015 climate change accord reached by 200 nations to cut greenhouse gas emissions, defying broad global backing for the plan.[151]

In its first few days, the Trump administration instructed the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) "to remove the website's climate change page, which contains links to scientific global warming research, as well as detailed data on emissions".[152] Anticipating political interference that could result in loss of government data on climate, scientists had already started to source links and copy the data into independent servers. They also collaborated with the Internet Archive on its End of Term 2016 project, an effort, that runs during every presidential transition, that finds and archives valuable pages on federal websites.[153] Following the National Park Service[image: External link]'s retweets of messages that negatively compared the crowd sizes at Obama's 2009 inauguration to Trump's inauguration, the new administration asked the Interior Department[image: External link]'s digital team to temporarily stop using Twitter, which the agency later stated was because of hacking concerns.[154] In addition, on January 24, 2017, the Trump administration instituted a temporary media blackout[image: External link] for the EPA, which prevents EPA staff from issuing press releases or blog updates, posting to official EPA social media, or awarding new contracts or grants. The transition team clarified that this was to make sure the messages going out reflect the new administration's priorities.[155][156][157] On February 3, the Trump administration ended its earlier freeze on EPA contract and grant approvals, and the appearance of some EPA press releases that week indicated the media blackout was partially lifted.[158]

In February 2017, President Trump and Congress removed a rule that required the oil, gas and mining industries to disclose how much they paid foreign governments.[159] The industries claimed the rule gave global rivals a competitive edge, although EU, Canadian, Russian, Chinese and Brazilian energy firms are bound by similar requirements.[159][160][161] Supporters of the rule claimed it kept payments to foreign nations in government coffers, not private pockets, and generally avoided bribes and graft.[159][160][161]

A few days later, Trump signed into law a Congressional Review Act resolution invalidating the Stream Protection Rule[image: External link] implemented by the Obama administration a few months prior. The regulation was intended to prevent coal mining debris from being dumped into nearby streams, and to lessen the impact of coal mining on groundwater and surface waters. Trump declared that he was "continuing to keep my promise to the American people to get rid of wasteful regulations."[162][163][164][165]

On March 28, Trump issued an executive order aimed at reversing multiple Obama administration policies meant to tackle climate change. Trump said he was "putting an end to the war on coal", removing "job-killing regulations" and "restrictions on American energy" to make "America wealthy again". Trump ended the moratorium on federal coal leasing, revoked several Obama executive orders including the Presidential Climate Action Plan[image: External link], and also removed guidance for federal agencies on taking climate change into account during National Environmental Policy Act[image: External link] action reviews. Trump also ordered reviews and possibly modifications to several directives, such as the Clean Power Plan, the estimate for the "social cost of carbon" emissions, carbon dioxide emission standards for new coal plants, methane emissions[image: External link] standards from oil[image: External link] and natural gas[image: External link] extraction, as well as any regulations inhibiting domestic energy production.[166][167][168]

In April 2017, the Trump administration halted a rule which limited dumping by power plants of toxic wastewater containing metals like arsenic and mercury into public waterways.[169] The move drew condemnation from environmental groups.[169]
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Further information: 2017 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act replacement proposals[image: External link]


The 2010 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (also known as "Obamacare" or the ACA) elicited major opposition from the Republican Party from its inception, and Trump called for a repeal of the law during the 2016 election campaign.[170] On taking office, Trump promised to pass a healthcare bill that would result in better and less expensive insurance that would cover everyone.[148]

In March 2017, Trump endorsed the American Health Care Act[image: External link], a bill proposed by House Republicans that would repeal the individual mandate[image: External link] and make several other major changes to the ACA.[171] Opposition from several House Republicans, including members of the conservative House Freedom Caucus[image: External link] and the centrist Tuesday Group[image: External link], led to the defeat of the bill on March 24, 2017.[172] After Trump and Speaker Ryan canceled a House vote on the AHCA, Trump stated that the "best thing politically is to let Obamacare explode.”[173] Several weeks later on May 4 the House of Representatives[image: External link] voted in favor of repealing the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and passing the American Health Care Act with a narrow vote, sending the bill to the Senate[image: External link] for deliberation.[174]
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Main article: Immigration policy of Donald Trump


See also: Immigration reform[image: External link]


Prior to taking office, Trump promised to deport the 11 million illegal immigrants living in the United States and to build a wall along the Mexico–United States border.[175] Trump later stated that in certain areas fencing would be acceptable.[176] On January 25, 2017, Trump signed Executive Order 13767[image: External link] Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements, which directed the Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link] to begin work on a wall.[177] In February 2017, Reuters reported that an internal report by the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] estimated that Trump's proposed border wall would cost $21.6 billion and take 3.5 years to build. This estimate is far higher than estimates by Trump during the campaign ($12 billion) and the $15 billion estimate from Republican House Speaker Paul Ryan and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell[image: External link].[178] Other experts and analyses have estimated a total cost of up to $25 billion, with the cost of private land acquisitions and fence maintenance pushing up the total cost further.[179]

In May 2017, it was reported that there had been a 40 percent increase in arrests of undocumented immigrants under the Trump administration.[180] Arrests of undocumented immigrants without criminal records rose 150 percent.[180]
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Main article: Social policy of Donald Trump § LGBT issues[image: External link]


See also: LGBT rights in the United States[image: External link]


On January 31, 2017, Trump announced that his administration would keep intact the 2014 executive order[image: External link] that protects employees from anti-LGBTQ workplace discrimination while working for federal contractors.[181]

In February 2017, the Trump administration rescinded an Obama directive (interpreting gender identity under Title IX[image: External link]) that allowed transgender students to use bathrooms and locker rooms matching their chosen gender identity.[182][183]
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Main article: Cannabis policy of the Donald Trump administration[image: External link]


On February 23, 2017, Sean Spicer during a White House press conference stated that the United States Department of Justice may seek greater enforcement of cannabis[image: External link] legislation at the federal level against states who sponsor and distribute recreational marijuana. Spicer stated that President Trump supports the legalization of medical marijuana[image: External link] for those who are suffering with a medical condition. He also stated that the administration believed there was a link between recreational marijuana use and opiate[image: External link] abuse.[184]
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See also: Taxation in the United States[image: External link]


During the 2016 campaign, Trump promised major federal tax cuts.[185] Trump's plan calls for a move from seven income tax brackets to three, cutting rates and lowering the top bracket from $415,050 to $112,500.[185] Trump's plan would also cut the corporate tax[image: External link] rate from 35 percent to 15 percent and eliminate the estate tax[image: External link].[185] A 20% border-adjustment tax[image: External link] is also under consideration.[186][187] President Trump will also announce a major tax cut reform on April 26, 2017.
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Trump has strongly favored a smaller-sized federal government and deregulation through his policies as president. In the first six weeks of his tenure, Trump abolished over 90 regulations.[188][189] On February 14, 2017, Trump became the first president in sixteen years to sign into law a Congressional Review Act disapproval resolution. The Act had only been used once before.[190]

On January 23, 2017, in a Presidential Memorandum, Trump ordered a temporary government-wide hiring freeze[191][192] of the civilian work force in the executive branch, which is managed by the Office of Personnel Management[image: External link]. This prevented federal agencies, except for the offices of the new presidential appointees, national security, the military and public safety, from filling vacant positions.[193][194]

On January 30, 2017, Trump signed Executive Order 13771, which directed federal agencies to repeal two existing regulations for every one new regulation, and to do so in such a way that the total cost of regulations does not increase.[195][196] On February 24, 2017, Trump signed an order requiring all federal agencies to create task forces to look at and determine which regulations hurt the U.S. economy.[197] Reuters described the order as "what may be the most far reaching effort to pare back U.S. red tape in recent decades."[197]

On February 28, 2017, Trump announced he did not intend on filling many of the governmental positions that were still vacant, as he considered them unnecessary.[198] According to CNN on February 25, nearly 2,000 vacant governmental positions existed.[199]
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Main article: Foreign policy of the Donald Trump administration


See also: List of international presidential trips made by Donald Trump[image: External link]
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See also: Australia–United States relations[image: External link]


Trump's first phone call as president with the Australian Prime Minister, Malcom Turnbull, took place in February and lasted around 25 minutes.[200] During the call, Trump disagreed with Turnbull about a deal made during President Obama's presidency. The agreement aims to take about 1,250 asylum seekers into the United States, who are currently located on Nauru[image: External link] and Manus Island[image: External link] by Australian authorities.[201] On Twitter, February 2, 2017, Trump tweeted that the refugee agreement was a "dumb deal"[202] Notwithstanding the disagreement Vice President Mike Pence, while on a visit to Australia in April 2017, stated the United States will abide by the deal.[203]
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See also: China–United States relations[image: External link] and Trump–Tsai call[image: External link]


During the transition phase, Trump became the first president or president-elect since 1979 to speak directly to the President of Taiwan[image: External link].[204] This called into question whether President Trump will continue to follow the long-standing One-China policy[image: External link] of the United States regarding the political status of Taiwan[image: External link].[204]

At the end of January 2017, China moved its long-range nuclear-capable missiles closer to the Russian border, where they would be in reach of the United States.[205] The Independent wrote that the action was "apparently in response to President Donald Trump's 'aggression.'"[205]
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See also: North Korea–United States relations[image: External link]


North Korea[image: External link] first tested nuclear weapons[image: External link] in 2006, further straining U.S. and North Korean relations. Shortly after Trump took office, North Korea launched five ballistic missiles towards Japan[image: External link], and North Korea claimed that the launches were practice strikes against U.S. bases in Japan.[206] After the missile launches, the U.S. began installing a missile defense system in South Korea[image: External link].[207] On June 13, 2017, Rex Tillerson announced that North Korea has released Otto Warmbier[image: External link]. Tillerson also announced that the State Department secured Warmbier's release at the direction of Trump.[208][209]
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See also: Holy See–United States relations[image: External link]


On May 24, 2017, Pope Francis met with Trump in Vatican City where they discussed the contributions of Catholics[image: External link] to the United States and to the world. Trump and the Pope discussed issues of mutual concern including how religious communities can combat human suffering in crisis regions, such as Syria[image: External link], Libya, and ISIS[image: External link]-controlled territory. Trump and Pope Francis also discussed terrorism[image: External link] and the radicalization of young people.

The Vatican's secretary of state[image: External link], Pietro Parolin[image: External link], raised the issue of climate change in the meeting and encouraged Trump to remain in the Paris Agreement.[210]
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See also: Italy–United States relations[image: External link]


Italy was the first European[image: External link] country to be visited by President Trump. He went to Italy in May 2017, during his first presidential trip outside the U.S.A[image: External link].[211] During his trip to Italy, Trump had a bilateral meeting with Pope Francis;[212] he also met Italian President Sergio Mattarella[image: External link] and Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni; Gentiloni was also hosted by Trump few weeks before in April at the White House.[213] Trump has often stated that Italy is a "key ally of America in Europe[image: External link] and the Mediterranean Sea[image: External link] and a strategic partner in the War on Terrorism[image: External link]."[214]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Russia




See also: Russia–United States relations[image: External link]


President-elect Trump spoke with Russian President Vladimir Putin over phone on November 14 to discuss future efforts to improve the U.S.-Russia ties and the settlement of Syrian crisis among others.[215] It is widely believed that both leaders have intentions to cooperate on some strategic and regional issues. While Senators such as John McCain and Marco Rubio raised concerns,[216] Representatives like Dana Rohrabacher[image: External link] defend this approach as some believe defeating radical Islam and deterring China are more urgent priorities.[217]
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See also: Mexico–United States relations[image: External link]


On January 26, 2017, Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto cancelled a meeting with Trump in Washington.[218] Trump had tweeted earlier that morning[219] that it would be better to skip the meeting if the Mexican government continued to insist that Mexico would not pay for a proposed United States-Mexico border wall Trump promised to build.[220] This came amid existing tensions over the proposed wall.[221]
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See also: War in Afghanistan (1978–present)[image: External link]


Trump took office while the United States remained involved in the War in Afghanistan[image: External link], which began in 2001 and is the longest war in American history[image: External link].[222] At the end of the Obama administration, roughly 8,400 soldiers, focused on training and counter-terrorism operations, were deployed in Afghanistan.[223]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Iraq and Syria




See also: Syrian Civil War[image: External link], Timber Sycamore[image: External link], and Iraqi Civil War (2014–present)[image: External link]


Trump took office while the United States remained involved in a military intervention[image: External link] against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIL, also known as ISIS, the Islamic State or Daesh), a Salafi jidahist[image: External link] unrecognized state[image: External link] that gained control of parts of Iraq and Syria[image: External link] following the outbreak of the Syrian Civil War[image: External link].[224] There were roughly 4,500 American soldiers in Iraq as of February 2016.[225] Under Obama, the United States also backed[image: External link] the Free Syrian Army[image: External link] against the Syrian government[image: External link] in the Syrian Civil War.[226]
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See also: Iran–United States relations[image: External link]


Trump took office after Barack Obama signed the Iran deal[image: External link], which Trump described as one of the "worst deals ever made".[227] His concern has been shared by many Republicans in Congress, including Senators Marco Rubio and Lindsey Graham.[citation needed[image: External link]]

On February 3, Trump and the Iranian foreign minister, Javad Zarif[image: External link], "sparred on Twitter" over sanctions and Executive Order 13796.[228] Trump tweeted that Iran was "playing with fire" after the country conducted a ballistic missile test earlier in the week.[229]
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See also: Israel–United States relations[image: External link] and Arab–Israeli conflict[image: External link]


During the transition phase, Trump designated David Friedman[image: External link], a strong supporter of Israeli settlements[image: External link] and a skeptic of the two-state solution[image: External link], as his nominee for United States Ambassador to Israel[image: External link].[230] Trump also pledged to move the Embassy of the United States to Jerusalem[image: External link], a city contested[image: External link] between Israel and the Palestinian Authority[image: External link].[231]
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See also: United States–Yemen relations[image: External link], List of drone strikes in Yemen[image: External link], and Saudi Arabian-led intervention in Yemen[image: External link]


In 2015, a multi-sided Yemeni Civil War[image: External link] commenced, and the Obama administration supported the government of Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi[image: External link] and launched drone strikes against AQAP[image: External link], the branch of al-Qaeda[image: External link] active in Yemen.[232] On January 29, 2017, the U.S. military conducted the Yakla raid[image: External link] against AQAP leaders stationed in Yemen. After the raid resulted in several civilian casualties, the Yemeni government asked that the United States do a reassessment of the raid and asked that Yemen be more involved in future military operations.[233] A week-long bombing blitz by the United States in Yemen in March 2017 surpassed the annual bombing total for any year during Obama’s presidency.[234]

Trump administration voiced support for the Saudi Arabian-led intervention in Yemen[image: External link].[235] U.S. Secretary of Defense James Mattis asked President Trump to remove restrictions on U.S. military support for Saudi Arabia.[236]
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See also: Foreign trade of the United States[image: External link], United States free-trade agreements[image: External link], and Economic policy of Donald Trump


During the 2016 campaign, Trump called for a re-negotiation of free trade agreements[image: External link], including NAFTA, a free trade agreement among the United States, Canada, and Mexico[image: External link] that entered into force in 1994. Trump also strongly opposed the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), a proposed free trade agreement among several nations that border the Pacific Ocean.[237] Shortly after taking office, Trump signed an executive order withdrawing the United States from the TPP.[60] The Trump administration created the National Trade Council to advise the president regarding trade negotiations, and Trump named professor Peter Navarro as the first Director of the National Trade Council[image: External link].[238]

The Trump administration announced a deal with China in May 2017 where China would imports of US beef, speed up its approvals of genetically modified products and allow foreign-owned financial groups to offer credit rating services in China while the United States would allow imports of cooked poultry meat from China, encourage exports of liquid natural gas to China, and tacitly endorse Beijing’s geopolitical and economic “Silk Road” plan.[239] The deal was seen as evidence of a de-escalatory approach to China, unlike the rhetoric of the Trump 2016 presidential campaign.[239] The Trump administration described the deal as “gigantic” and “Herculean”.[240] However, according to The Financial Times, "Close watchers of the US-China relationship quickly raised questions about the deal, pointing out that most of Beijing’s key promises had been made before or were in line with China’s existing international commitments."[239] The Financial Times noted, "To some former US officials, Trump advisers, business executives and other close watchers of the US-China relationship, however, this was a poor deal in which Beijing had simply reheated old promises. They say it raises questions about the Trump administration’s strategic wherewithal and the very negotiating muscle the president has so often touted."[240] Other experts criticized the deal for giving away too many concessions to China than what the United States got in return.[241][242][243][244]
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See also: Lobbying in the United States[image: External link]
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 Lobbying reform




During the 2016 campaign, Trump promised to "drain the swamp in Washington D.C.", and he proposed a series of ethics reforms.[245] Among his proposals was a five-year ban on serving as a lobbyist after working in the executive branch.[245] Trump's transition team also announced that registered lobbyists would be barred from serving in the Trump administration.[246] However, an Obama era ban on lobbyists taking administrative jobs was lifted[247] and at least nine transition officials became lobbyists within the first 100 days.[248]
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 Potential conflicts of interest




President Trump's presidency has been marked by significant potential for conflict of interest[image: External link] stemming from Trump's substantial business interests. In the lead up to his inauguration, Trump sought to assure voters that he would manage his conflicts of interest and removed himself from the day-to-day operations of his businesses.[249] Trump placed his sons Eric Trump and Donald Trump Jr. at the head of this businesses claiming that they would not communicate with him regarding his interests. However critics noted that this would not prevent him from having input into his businesses and knowing how benefit himself, and Trump continued to receive quarterly updates on his businesses.[250] As his presidency progressed, he failed to take steps or show interest in further distancing himself from his business interests resulting in numerous potential conflicts.[251] Eventually he dropped his attempts to avoid conflicts of interest.[252]

Upon becoming president, Trump had business interests that were far more extensive than any previous president. This posed significant potential for conflicts of interest. While past presidents placed their business interests in blind trusts to prevent conflicts of interest, Trump's businesses were large, complex and intrinsically tied to him as a public personality. Therefore, it would have been impossible to sell his businesses and transfer his wealth into a blind trust without major losses.

Many ethics experts found Trump's plan to address conflicts of interest between his position as president and his private business interests to be entirely inadequate; Norman L. Eisen[image: External link] and Richard W. Painter, who served as the chief White House ethics lawyers for Barack Obama and George W. Bush, respectively, stated that the plan "falls short in every respect."[253] Unlike every other president in last 40 years, Trump did not put his business interests in a blind trust[image: External link] or equivalent arrangement "to cleanly sever himself from his business interests." Eisen stated that Trump's case is "an even more problematic situation because he's receiving foreign government payments and other benefits and things of value thats expressly prohibited by the Constitution of the United States" in the Foreign Emoluments Clause[image: External link].[253]

Upon taking office, the watchdog group[image: External link] Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington[image: External link] sued Trump. In the pending case of CREW v. Trump[image: External link], the group, represented by a number of constitutional scholars,[254] alleges that Trump is in violation of the Foreign Emoluments Clause (a constitutional[image: External link] provision that bars the president or any other federal official from taking gifts or payments from foreign governments), because his hotels and other businesses accept payment from foreign governments.[255][256] CREW separately filed a complaint with the General Services Administration[image: External link] (GSA) over Trump International Hotel Washington, D.C.[image: External link]; the 2013 lease that Trump and the GSA signed "explicitly forbids any elected government official from holding the lease or benefiting from it."[257] The GSA said that it was "reviewing the situation."[257]

In February 2017, Trump senior advisor Kellyanne Conway, in an appearance from the White House briefing room to Fox & Friends[image: External link], promoted the "wonderful" clothing line of Ivanka Trump, saying: "I'm going to give a free commercial here. Go buy it today, everybody. You can find it online." Office of Government Ethics[image: External link] director Walter Shaub[image: External link], in a letter to the White House Counsel's office, wrote that "there is strong reason to believe that Ms. Conway has violated the Standards of Conduct and that disciplinary action is warranted...Therefore, I recommend that the White House investigate Ms. Conway's actions and consider taking disciplinary action against her."[258] Under federal ethics regulations, federal employees are barred from using their public office to endorse products.[258] Conway's promotion of Ivanka Trump's product line was criticized by House Oversight Committee[image: External link] Chairman Jason Chaffetz[image: External link], Republican of Utah (who said Conway's conduct was "absolutely wrong, wrong, wrong"), and the House Oversight Committee ranking Democratic member[image: External link] Elijah E. Cummings[image: External link] of Maryland (who said the conduct was "a textbook violation of federal ethics rules").[258]

Since 2006, before he became president, Trump repeatedly lost cases in Chinese courts seeking to trademark[image: External link] his name, so as to brand it for construction services. Beginning in 2016, however, Trump's fortunes within the Chinese bureaucracy turned, and the Chinese Trademark Review and Adjudication Board, which had previously denied Trump's claim, granted it. In February 2017, the Associated Press reported that "Ethics lawyers from across the political spectrum say the trademarks present conflicts of interest for Trump and may violate the emoluments clause of the U.S. Constitution, which bars public servants from accepting anything of value from foreign governments unless explicitly approved by Congress."[259]
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 Ties to Russia




Main article: Business projects of Donald Trump in Russia


See also: Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections


Several of Trump's top advisers, including Paul Manafort and Michael T. Flynn[image: External link] who had official positions before Trump replaced them, have strong ties to Russia.[260][261] American intelligence sources have stated with "high confidence" that the Russian government attempted to intervene in the 2016 presidential election to favor the election of Trump,[262] and that members of Trump's campaign were in contact with Russian government officials both before and after the presidential election.[263] Trump has repeatedly praised Russian president Vladimir Putin.[264] For these reasons, there has been intensive media scrutiny of Trump's relationship to Russia.[265]

Trump has said, "I can tell you, speaking for myself, I own nothing in Russia. I have no loans in Russia. I don't have any deals in Russia.”[266] Trump hosted the 2013 Miss Universe pageant in Moscow, in partnership with Russian billionaire Aras Agalarov[image: External link]. On many occasions since 1987, Trump and his children and other associates have traveled to Moscow to explore potential business opportunities, such as a failed attempt to build a Trump Tower Moscow. Between 1996 and 2008 Trump's company submitted at least eight trademark applications for potential real estate development deals in Russia. However, as of 2017 he has no known investments or businesses in Russia.[265][267] Some of his real estate developments outside Russia have received a large part of their financing from private Russian investors, sometimes referred to as " oligarchs[image: External link]". In 2008, his son Donald Trump Jr. said "Russians make up a pretty disproportionate cross-section of a lot of our assets" and "we see a lot of money pouring in from Russia".[260][268][269]

During his confirmation hearings before the Senate, Attorney General Jeff Sessions stated under oath that he had not had contact with the Russian government during the 2016 election.[270] However, in March 2016 Sessions stated that, during the campaign, he had twice met with Russian ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link].[271] Following the disclosure, Sessions promised to recuse himself from any investigation regarding connections between Trump and Russia.[272]
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 Transparency and data availability




The Washington Post reported in May 2017 that "a wide variety of information that until recently was provided to the public, limiting access, for instance, to disclosures about workplace violations, energy efficiency, and animal welfare abuses" had been removed or tucked away. The Obama administration had used the publication of enforcement actions taken by federal agencies against companies as a way to name and shame companies that engaged in unethical and illegal behaviors.[273]

The Trump administration stopped the Obama administration policy of logging visitors to the White House, making it difficult to tell who has visited the White House.[273][274] Nathan Cortez of the Southern Methodist University[image: External link]’s Dedman School of Law[image: External link], who studies the handling of public data, said that the Trump administration, unlike the Obama administration, was taking transparency “in the opposite direction.”[273]
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 Approval ratings




Main article: Opinion polling on the Donald Trump administration


See also: United States presidential approval rating[image: External link]


At the time of the 2016 election[image: External link], polls by Gallup found Trump had a favorable rating around 35% and an unfavorable rating around 60%, while Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton held a favorable rating of 40% and an unfavorable rating of 57%.[275] 2016 was the first election cycle in modern presidential polling where both major-party candidates were viewed so unfavorably.[276][277][278][279] By January 20, 2017, Inauguration Day[image: External link], Trump's approval rating average was 42%, the lowest rating average for an incoming president in the history of modern polling.[280] After one week in office, RealClearPolitics[image: External link] gave Trump a polling average of 44 percent approval and 45 percent disapproval, with a Quinnipiac[image: External link] poll registering a low of 36 percent approval and a Rasmussen[image: External link] poll registering a high of 55 percent approval.[281] On March 27, Donald Trump's approval rating fell to an all-time low of 36%, two points lower than the all-time low of Barack Obama.[282] President Donald Trump's approval rating has also dropped in key swing states that helped him defeat his opponent, Hillary Clinton, in the 2016 election.[283]
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 See also





	
Make America Great Again, Trump's 2016 campaign slogan

	Political positions of Donald Trump

	List of executive actions by Donald Trump

	Protests against Donald Trump

	Efforts to impeach Donald Trump
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 Notes






	
^ In 1824[image: External link], there were six states in which electors were legislatively appointed, rather than popularly elected, so it is uncertain what the national popular vote would have been if all presidential electors had been popularly elected.
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Timeline of the presidency of Donald Trump






Donald Trump was elected President of the United States on November 8, 2016 and was inaugurated on January 20, 2017. He is currently serving his 146th day in office. A daily chronicle of his presidency is available for each quarter:
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First 100 days of Donald Trump's Presidency






Further information: Presidency of Donald Trump and Timeline of the presidency of Donald Trump


The first 100 days of Donald Trump's presidency began with his inauguration as the 45th President of the United States, which occurred at noon on January 20, 2017. The 48th Vice President of the United States, Mike Pence, was inaugurated[image: External link] on the same day. The 100th day of Trump's presidency was April 29, 2017. Trump first announced his plan for the first hundred days of his presidency in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania[image: External link],[1] on October 23, 2016, before the election[image: External link].[2]

One of Trump's major accomplishments, made as part of a "100-day pledge[image: External link]", was the confirmation of Neil Gorsuch as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]. Structurally, President Trump had the advantage of a Republican Party[image: External link] majority in the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link] and the Senate, but was unable to fulfill his major pledges in his first 100 days and had an approval rating[image: External link] of between 40 and 42 percent, "the lowest for any first-term president at this point in his tenure".[3] Although he tried to make progress on one of his key economic policies—the dismantling of the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link]—his failure to repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) in the first 100 days was a major setback.[4] He reversed his position on a number of issues including labeling China as a currency manipulator[image: External link],[5][6] NATO, launching the 2017 Shayrat missile strike without congressional approval[image: External link], the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), renomination of Janet Yellen[image: External link] as Chair of the Federal Reserve[image: External link],[5][6] and the nomination of Export-Import Bank[image: External link] directors. Supporters claimed that as the first to have been elected President in present times who has held neither military or political office, he therefore faced a steep learning curve[image: External link].[3] Trump's approval among his base was high, with 96% of those who voted for him saying in an April 2017 poll that they would vote for him again.[7]

Near the end of the 100 days, the Trump administration introduced a broad outline of a sweeping tax reform[image: External link] focusing on deep tax cuts[image: External link]. While it is intended to encourage economic growth[image: External link], there were concerns from some members of the United States Congress about raising the national deficit[image: External link].[8] In spite of the sharp decline in gross domestic product[image: External link] (GDP) in the first quarter of 2017—representing the weakest quarterly economic growth in three years[9]—the S&P 500[image: External link] was near an all-time high, representing a 12% rise from the first quarter of 2016, as investor confidence remained elevated.[10] Although Trump had to concede to delay funding for the U.S.–Mexico border wall he had promised, narrowly avoiding a government shutdown[image: External link] a few days before the end of the first 100 days,[11] his rhetoric may have contributed to a sharp drop in the number of illegal crossings[image: External link] at the Mexico–United States border.[12]

Trump signed 24 executive orders[image: External link] in his first 100 days, the most executive orders of any President since World War II[image: External link].[13] He also signed 22 presidential memoranda[image: External link], 20 presidential proclamations[image: External link], and 28 bills[image: External link].[14] About a dozen of those bills roll-back regulations finalized during the last months of his immediate predecessor Barack Obama's presidency using the Congressional Review Act.[15][16][17] Most of the other bills are "small-scale measures that appoint personnel, name federal facilities or modify existing programs."[18] None of Trump's bills are considered to be "major bills"—based on a "longstanding political-science standard for 'major bills'."[14] Presidential historian Michael Beschloss[image: External link] said that "based on a legislative standard"— which is what the first 100 days has been judged on since the tenure of President Franklin Roosevelt[image: External link], who enacted 76 laws in 100 days including nine that were "major"—"Trump is really pretty low down on the list."[13][19][20][21]
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 Pledges




Trump pledged to do the following in his first 100 days:[2][22][23][24]


	Appoint judges "who will uphold the Constitution" and "defend the Second Amendment"

	Construct a wall on the southern U.S. border and limit illegal immigration "to give unemployed Americans an opportunity to fill good-paying jobs"

	Re-assess trade agreements with other nations and "crack down" on companies that send jobs overseas

	Repeal and replace the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (commonly called the Affordable Care Act or Obamacare)

	Remove federal restrictions on energy production

	Push for an amendment[image: External link] to the United States Constitution[image: External link] imposing term limits on Congress[image: External link][25][26]


	Eliminate gun-free zones[27]


	Formulate a rule on regulations "that for every one new regulation, two old regulations must be eliminated"[28]


	Instruct the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to "develop a comprehensive plan to protect America's vital infrastructure from cyberattacks, and all other form of attacks."[28]


	Label China[image: External link] a "currency manipulator"[29][30]


	Enforce rules and regulations for China's unfair subsidy behavior. Instruct the U.S. trade representative[image: External link] to bring trade cases against China, both in U.S. and at the WTO[image: External link].[30][31]


	Use every lawful presidential power to remedy trade disputes, including the application of 45% tariffs consistent with Section 201 and 301 of the Trade Act of 1974[image: External link], and Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act[image: External link] of 1962 to stop China's illegal activities, including its theft of American trade secrets[image: External link].[31][32]
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 Inauguration




Main article: Inauguration of Donald Trump


The first 100 days began with the inauguration on January 20, 2017, at 12:00 pm. This was the third presidential online portal transition and the first to transition social media[image: External link] accounts such as Twitter.[33] As Trump took the oath of office, the official @POTUS Twitter account switched to President Trump with previous tweets archived under @POTUS44. All 13 million followers of the POTUS account during Obama's administration slowly transitioned[clarification needed[image: External link]] as well.[34]
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 Cabinet




Main articles: Cabinet of Donald Trump[image: External link] and Formation of Donald Trump's cabinet[image: External link]


On February 8, when Trump formally announced his 24-member-cabinet—the largest cabinet of any President so far—fewer cabinet nominees had been confirmed than any other president except George Washington by the same length of time into his presidency.[35][36][37] Trump's reorganization of the cabinet removed the Chair of the Council of Economic Advisers[image: External link] that President Obama had added in 2009. The Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] and Director of the CIA[image: External link] were elevated to cabinet-level.[38] During the transition period, Trump had named a full slate of Cabinet[image: External link] and Cabinet-level nominees, all of which require Senate confirmation except for White House Chief of Staff and the vice presidency.[39]

By April 29, almost all of his nominated cabinet members[image: External link] had been confirmed, including Secretaries of State Rex Tillerson, Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link] Steven Mnuchin, Defense[image: External link] James Mattis, Justice Jeff Sessions, the Interior[image: External link] Ryan Zinke, Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link] Sonny Perdue, Commerce[image: External link] Wilbur Ross, Secretary of Labor[image: External link] Alex Acosta, Health and Human Services[image: External link] HHS Tom Price, Housing and Urban Development[image: External link]) HUD Ben Carson, Transportation[image: External link] Elaine Chao, Energy[image: External link] Rick Perry, Education[image: External link] Betsy DeVos, Veterans Affairs[image: External link] David Shulkin, Homeland Security[image: External link] John Kelly, Director of the Central Intelligence Agency[image: External link] (CIA) Mike Pompeo, UN Ambassador[image: External link] Nikki R. Haley, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Scott Pruitt, Small Business Administration Linda McMahon, Management and Budget OMB Mick Mulvaney, and Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] Dan Coats. Only two were awaiting confirmation—Trade Representative[image: External link] Robert Lighthizer and Council of Economic Advisers[image: External link] CEA Kevin Hassett[image: External link].[40]

James Mattis was confirmed on January 20 as Secretary of Defense[image: External link] by a vote of 98–1. Mattis had previously received a waiver of the National Security Act of 1947[image: External link], which requires a seven-year waiting period before retired military personnel can assume the role of Secretary of Defense[image: External link].[41] John Kelly was confirmed as United States Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link] on the first day by a vote of 88–11.[42] Former ExxonMobil CEO Rex Tillerson was sworn in as Secretary of State by Vice-President Mike Pence on February 1.[43][44] Trump nominated Tillerson for the position as top U.S. diplomat (the equivalent of a foreign minister[image: External link]) on December 13, 2016.[45] He was approved by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link] on January 23, 2017,[46] and by the full Senate in a 56–43 vote.[43][44] Nikki Haley was confirmed as UN Ambassador with a Senate vote of 96 to 4.[47]

On January 26, 2017, when Tillerson visited the United States State Department[image: External link], Undersecretaries Joyce Anne Barr[image: External link], Patrick F. Kennedy[image: External link], Michele Bond[image: External link], and Gentry O. Smith[image: External link] all simultaneously resigned from the department. Former State Department chief of staff David Wade called the resignations "the single biggest simultaneous departure of institutional memory that anyone can remember."[48] The Trump administration told CNN the officials had been fired[49] and the Chicago Tribune reported that several senior state department career diplomats left the State Department, claiming they "had been willing to remain at their posts but had no expectation of staying."[50]

On February 10, Tom Price was confirmed as Secretary[image: External link] of Health and Human Services[image: External link] (HHS), a "$1 trillion government department".[51] HHS includes National Institutes of Health[image: External link] (NIH), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link], and the Food and Drug Administration[image: External link] (FDA). Price, who is a vocal opponent of the Affordable Care Act, will oversee its repeal and replacement.[51] He has published articles in the "small, conservative medical association", the Association of American Physicians and Surgeons[image: External link], to which he belongs, that opposes mandatory vaccination and continue to argue that the vaccines[image: External link] causes autism[image: External link],[52] a "discredited conspiracy theory that Trump has long espoused". In response to questions from Senators at the hearing as to whether he believes autism is caused by vaccines, he responded, "I think the science in that instance is that it does not".[53]

Steve Mnuchin, who was nominated by Trump in November 2016,[54][55] was finally confirmed on February 13, 2017, as Secretary[image: External link] of the Treasury department[image: External link][56] after lengthy confirmation hearings.[57][58][59][60]

On February 16, the Senate voted 54 to 46 to advance Scott Pruitt's nomination as Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.[61] On February 16, a District Court Judge in Oklahoma, Aletia Timmons, ordered Pruitt to "turn over thousands of emails related to his communication with the oil, gas and coal industry" in a case brought to court by the Center for Media and Democracy[image: External link].[62] Lawmakers had criticized Pruitt who sued the EPA 14 times on behalf of the State of Oklahoma.[61]

Trump nominated Alexander Acosta as Secretary of Labor[image: External link] on February 16, when his first nominee Andrew Puzder[image: External link] stepped down[image: External link][63] under a wave of criticism for having employed an illegal immigrant as a former housekeeper, for his "remarks on women and employees at his restaurants" and for his "rancorous 1980s divorce".[64][65][66][67]
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 Notable non-Cabinet positions




See also: Political appointments of Donald Trump[image: External link]


According to a database compiled by the Washington Post in collaboration with the Partnership for Public Service[image: External link], as of April 27, 473 of the 554 key executive branch nominations that require Presidential nomination and Senate confirmation, had not yet been appointed, including "Cabinet secretaries, deputy and assistant secretaries, chief financial officers, general counsel, heads of agencies, ambassadors and other critical leadership positions."[68] Only three of the 119 Department of State executive branch positions have been filled and only one position in the Department of Defense—the Secretary of Defense, James Mattis—has been filled out of 53 key positions. Trump has not yet nominated anyone for 49 of these positions.[69][70] On February 28, in an exclusive interview Tuesday with Fox & Friends, said, "a lot of those jobs, I don’t want to appoint, because they’re unnecessary to have....You know, we have so many people in government, even me. I look at some of the jobs and it’s people over people over people. I say, ‘What do all these people do?’ You don’t need all those jobs...Many of those jobs I don’t want to fill. I say, isn’t that a good thing? That’s not a bad thing. That’s a good thing. We’re running a very good, efficient government."[71]

Prior to taking office, Trump named several important White House advisers to positions that do not require Senate confirmation, including Stephen K. Bannon as his "senior counselor and chief West Wing strategist" and Reince Priebus as Chief of Staff[image: External link], with a mission "as equal partners to transform the federal government."[72] Other important advisers outside of the Cabinet include (Counselor to the President[image: External link]) Kellyanne Conway, Senior Advisor[image: External link] (National Security Advisor[image: External link]) Michael Flynn[image: External link] (replaced by H. R. McMaster[image: External link]) and (National Trade Council) Director Peter Navarro.[73] (Homeland Security Adviser) Thomas P. Bossert, (Regulatory Czar) Carl Icahn, (White House Counsel) Donald F. "Don" McGahn II, and (Press Secretary) Sean Spicer.

Michael T. Flynn[image: External link] served as Trump's National Security Advisor[image: External link] from January 20 until his resignation on February 13, 2017.[74][75] He set a record for the shortest tenure as National Security Advisor in American history.[76] The Justice Department warned the Trump administration that Flynn, who had a "well-established history with Russia",[77] may have been "vulnerable to blackmail by Moscow." Flynn had "mischaracterized his communications" with Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link] to Vice President Mike Pence regarding U.S. sanctions on Russia[image: External link].[76][77] Flynn's phone calls had been "recorded by a government wiretap" and several days after Flynn was named as Trump's Advisor, Sally Yates[image: External link], who was then acting attorney general, warned the White House that "Flynn was susceptible to blackmail by the Russians because he had misled Mr. Pence and other officials". According to a February 14 article by The New York Times, it was unclear why the White House did not react to Yates' warning in early January. There were also questions about how much was known in early January by Bannon, Pence, Spicer, and Trump. Yates was fired on January 30, in an unrelated incident.[77][78][79]

On February 20, 2017, Trump named "warrior-scholar deemed an expert in counter insurgency",[80] Lieutenant General H. R. McMaster[image: External link], to replace Flynn as National Security Advisor.[81][82][83] Trump overruled McMaster's attempt to replace 30-year-old NSC aide Ezra Cohen-Watnick[image: External link], a Mike Flynn appointee, with Linda Weissgold, when Bannon and Kushner intervened on Cohen-Watnick's behalf on March 11–12.[84][85] Cohen-Watnick gathered classified files on intelligence information on U.S. persons.[85]

On January 28, 2017, Trump signed a Memorandum, the Organization of the National Security Council and the Homeland Security Council[86] which restructured the Principals Committee—the senior policy committee—of the National Security Council, assigning a permanent invitation to Steve Bannon, White House Chief Strategist, while at the same time withdrawing the permanent invitations of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link] and Director of National Intelligence[image: External link].[87] On April 5, the 75th day of Trump's presidency, under guidance from Army Lieutenant General H. R. McMaster[image: External link], the National Security Advisor[image: External link] (NSC advisor) who replaced Mike Flynn, Trump removed Bannon, who has no security experience, from the National Security Council’s principals committee.[88][89]

Trump's 36-year-old son-in-law, Jared Kushner is Trump's Senior Advisor[image: External link] alongside Stephen Miller[image: External link]. "In his January interview with the Times of London, Trump said that Kushner would be in charge of brokering peace in the Israeli–Palestinian conflict.[90][91][92] He is also a "top adviser on relations with Canada, China and Mexico."[93] On April 3, Kushner accompanied the head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Joseph F. Dunford Jr.[image: External link] and Homeland Security Advisor[image: External link] Thomas P. Bossert to meet with Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi[image: External link] "to discuss the fight against the Islamic State and whether the United States would leave troops in Iraq afterward."[94][93] Trump named Kushner as head of the White House Office of American Innovation[image: External link], (OAI), established on March 29 and mandated to use ideas from the private-sector to overhaul all federal agencies and departments in order to "spur job creation".[95][96][97] One of the OAI's first priorities is to modernize the technology of departments such as Veterans Affairs.[98] In his new position, Kushner will work with Chris Christie, who will chair the newly established "President's Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and the Opioid Crisis" in response to Trump's pledge to combat opioid abuse[image: External link].[99][100][98]

On January 28, in his eleventh Presidential Memoranda, "Organization of the National Security Council and the Homeland Security Council", White House Chief Strategist, Steve Bannon, was designated as a regular attendee to the National Security Council (NSC)′s Principals Committee, a Cabinet-level senior interagency forum for considering national security issues, in a departure from the previous format in which this role is usually held for generals.[101][102][103] While at first there was some confusion over meeting attendees, Priebus clarified on January 30, that defense officials could attend the meetings.[104][105] On April 5, the 75th day of Trump's presidency, under guidance from Army Lieutenant General H. R. McMaster[image: External link], the National Security Advisor[image: External link] (NSC advisor) who replaced Mike Flynn, Trump removed Bannon, who has no security experience, from the National Security Council’s principals committee.[88][89]

On February 2, Time published an article about Bannon as potentially, the second most powerful man in the world, illustrated with a cover labeling him as the "Great Manipulator."[106][107] After only a fortnight into Trump's presidency, NPR described Bannon as "the power behind the throne" and the "gray eminence[image: External link] behind much of what Trump was prioritizing", rivalling Kushner's and Priebus' roles.[108] Mike Pence affirmed in a PBS NewsHour report that only Trump was "in charge".

Bannon and Steve Miller have been called the "architects" of the inaugural address, executive orders, including the controversial travel and refugees EO,[109] and presidential memoranda.[108][109]

In an often-cited October 8, 2015, lengthy profile entitled "This Man Is the Most Dangerous Political Operative in America" by Joshua Green[image: External link], a senior national correspondent for Bloomberg News, Green described how Breitbart News with Bannon at its helm, had "championed Trump's presidential candidacy" and helped "coalesce a splinter faction of conservatives" who were irate over the way in which Fox News had treated Trump.[110] Green quoted then-Senator Jeff Sessions as an admirer of Breitbart, which was "extraordinarily influential", with many radio hosts "reading Breitbart every day".[110] Trump cited Breitbart News to vindicate his claims.[111]

Stephen Miller[image: External link], Trump's Senior Advisor[image: External link], was Jeff Sessions' communications director when he served as Senator for Alabama[image: External link].[112][113][114] Thirty-one-year old Miller, Bannon, and Andrew Bremberg sent over 200 executive orders to federal agencies for review before January 20.[115] Miller has been an architect behind the inaugural address and the most "contentious executive orders"[115] including Executive Order 13769.[116][117]

In a February 12 interview with ABC News anchor George Stephanopolous[image: External link], when asked to provide evidence "for Trump's "unfounded allegations"[118] where former Senator Kelly Ayotte[image: External link] lost her bid for election, and Trump narrowly lost to Clinton in 2016,[119][120] Miller suggested Stephanopolous interview Kansas Senator, Kris Kobach[image: External link], who relied upon a 2012 Pew Research Center study[121] in his voter fraud claims.[118][122] The day before the interview a Federal Election Commission Commissioner called on Trump to provide evidence of what would "constitute thousands of felony criminal offenses under New Hampshire law."[120]

Gary Cohn, the former Goldman Sachs[image: External link] investment banker and executive, took office on January 20, as Trump's Director of the National Economic Council, (NEC), a position which did not require Congressional confirmation,[58][123] By February 11, 2017, The Wall Street Journal described Cohn as an "economic-policy powerhouse" in Trump's administration and The New York Times called him Trump's "go-to figure on matters related to jobs, business and growth."[124] While the confirmation of Trump's December 12, 2016, nominee for Secretary of Treasury[image: External link], Steven Mnuchin, was delayed until February 13 by Congressional hearings, Cohn filled in the "personnel vacuum" and pushed "ahead on taxes, infrastructure, financial regulation and replacing health-care law."[58][57] In November, Trump considered offering Cohn the position as Secretary of Treasury.[58] If Cohn had stayed at Goldman Sachs, some believed he would have become CEO when Lloyd Blankfein[image: External link] vacated that office and his $285 million severance package "raised eyebrows" according to CNN.[58][125] Bannon and Cohn disagree on the border-adjustment tax[image: External link],[126] the centerpiece of Paul Ryan's controversial tax reforms presented on February 17,[127][128] which includes a 20% import tax, export subsidies and a 15% reduction in corporate tax rates that would, among other things, pay for the Mexican wall,[129] which according to a The Washington Post study, would cost $25 billion[130] and which Trump stated would cost $12 billion.[131]
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 United States Domestic Policy Council




Main article: United States Domestic Policy Council


The Domestic Policy Council (DPC) consists of Trump and Andrew Bremberg as Directors with Paul Winfree as Deputy Assistant. Council attendees include Mike Pence, Jeff Sessions, Tom Price, John F. Kelly, David Shulkin, Ryan Zinke, Betsy DeVos, Ben Carson, Elaine Chao, Wilbur Ross, Rick Perry, Steven Mnuchin, and-when appointed—the Secretary of Labor[image: External link] and the Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link]. Additional attendees include Scott Pruitt, Mick Mulvaney (Director of the Office of Management and Budget), Gary Cohn, and—when appointed—the Chair of the Council of Economic Advisers[image: External link] and the Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy[image: External link].[132] The Congressional Research Service describes DPC's role as analyses of domestic policies and social programs including "education, labor and worker safety; health-care insurance and financing; health services and research; aging policy studies; Social Security, pensions and disability insurance; immigration, homeland security, domestic intelligence and criminal justice; and welfare, nutrition and housing programs."
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 Withdrawal of Affordable Care Act




Within the first hours of Trump's presidency, he signed his first executive order[image: External link], Minimizing the Economic Burden of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act Pending Repeal (EO 13765) to fulfill part of his pledge to repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA),[133] which was part of a series of steps[image: External link] taken prior to 2017 to repeal and defund the ACA,[134] including most recently, the FY2017[image: External link] budget resolution[image: External link], S.Con.Res.[image: External link] 3, that contained language allowing the repeal of ACA through the budget reconciliation[image: External link] process.[135][136] A CBO report estimated 18 million people would lose their insurance and premiums would rise by 20% to 25% in the first year after repealing Obamacare. Uninsured could reach 32 million by 2026, while premiums could double.[137] The order states what Mr. Trump made clear during his campaign: that it is his administration's policy to seek the "prompt repeal" of Obamacare.[138] During his Fox News interview with Bill O'Reilly airing before the Super Bowl[image: External link], Trump announced that the timeline for replacing Obamacare had to be extended and that a replacement would probably not be ready until 2018. Republicans are limited as to how much of ACA they can undo as they do not have a 60-vote majority in the Senate. They also "must balance the interests of insurers and medical providers".[139] According to the March 13, 2017 report by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] and staff of the Joint Committee on Taxation[image: External link] (JCT) on the budgetary impact of the Republican bill to repeal and replace ACA over the coming decade, there would be a $337 billion reduction in the federal deficit and an estimated loss of coverage to 24 million more Americans.[140][141][142] The Republican health-care plan was unveiled on March 6 and faced opposition from both moderate and conservative Republicans, such as the House Freedom Caucus[image: External link].[143][144] The American Health Care Act of 2017[image: External link] (AHCA), a bill to repeal and replace the ACA, was withdrawn in Congress on March 24, 2017 due to lack of support from within the Republican caucus.[145][144][143]
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 Immigration policy




Main article: Immigration policy of Donald Trump


In his first 100 days, President Trump set the tone of harsh immigration policies[146] by signing executive orders to set in motion travel bans and restrictions on refugees and immigrants from Muslim-majority countries, increased immigration enforcement including deportations, and expanded efforts to prevent illegal entry into the United States by building a wall along the Mexico-United States border. While the numbers of people deported were very similar to those in 2016, the categories of people targeted for deportations was broadened during this period, which meant that many more people are at a heightened risk of deportation. Secretary Kelly clarified that Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) "will no longer exempt classes or categories of removable aliens from potential enforcement." By April 3, according to ICE, there had been 35,604 removals in January and February 2017 compared to 35,255 in the same period in 2016. But the "tough rhetoric" and some "high-profile Ice operations" widely cited in the media resulted in widespread fear and panic within immigrant communities.[146]

In an AP April 20 interview, Trump said that, "The dreamers should rest easy".[147] There are 800,000 young people protected by Obama's "Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals" (DREAMERS) who came to the U.S. as children and are living there illegally. Some of these "dreamers" in interviews with The Associated Press on April 21, said they "were not comforted by Trump’s pledge" particularly since the April 18 deportation of 23-year-old "dreamer", Juan Manuel Montes.[148] Trump supporters who are "immigration hard-liners", such as NumbersUSA[image: External link] and Mark Krikorian[image: External link] of the Center for Immigration Studies[image: External link], feel deceived by Trump's softening stance on DREAMERs arguing that "[h]is promise on DACA was pretty clear and unequivocal".[149]
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 Travel ban and refugee suspension




Main articles: Executive Order 13769, Reactions to Executive Order 13769[image: External link], and Legal challenges to Executive Order 13769[image: External link]


On January 27 at 4:42 p.m, Trump signed Executive Order 13769,[152] entitled "Protecting the Nation From Terrorist Attacks by Foreign Nationals" which temporarily suspends the U. S. Refugee Admissions Program[image: External link] (USRAP) for 120 days and denies entry to citizens of Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria[image: External link] and Yemen for 90 days. The suspension for Syrian refugees is for an indefinite period of time.[153][154] The Economist described the order as "drafted in secret, enacted in haste and unlikely to fulfill its declared aim of sparing America from terrorism" with "Republican allies" lamenting that a "fine, popular policy was marred by its execution."[155] Notably Saudi Arabia was not on the list though most of the 9/11 hijackers were from there.[156] See Provisions of Order 13769[image: External link].

On February 4, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the State Department suspended all actions to implement the week-old EO[157] in response to the February 3 ruling by federal judge James Robart[image: External link] which blocked the EO.[157][158][159] According to CNN and the Los Angeles Times, the architects behind the order, were Stephen Miller[image: External link] and Steve Bannon.[160][117] White House officials deny that it was written without input from the U.S. Department of Justice's Office of Legal Counsel[image: External link] (OLC).[161] It was argued that these 7 countries ranked among the lowest 15 out of the 104 countries evaluated by the Henley & Partners Visa Restrictions Index[image: External link] in 2016 based on the "number of countries that their citizens can travel to visa-free." For example, Germany ranks the highest at 177 points, Afghanistan the lowest of all 104 at 25.[162]:3 The order also calls for an expedited completion and implementation of the Biometric Entry-Exit Tracking System[image: External link] for all travelers coming into the United States.[153][163] The first legal challenge against the EO was filed on January 28, and within two days there were dozens of ongoing lawsuits[image: External link] in the United States federal courts[image: External link].[164][165][166][167] By February 3, federal judge[image: External link], James Robart temporarily blocked the week-old EO which opened American airports to visa holders from the seven targeted countries.[158][159] At the international level legal concerns have been raised by the UN[image: External link], Zeid Ra'ad al Hussein[image: External link], who claimed that "discrimination on nationality alone is forbidden under human rights law."[168][169] On January 30, in a telephone call to Trump, German Chancellor[image: External link] Angela Merkel explained that his EO "ran counter to the duties of all signatory states" to the Geneva Refugee Convention[image: External link] "to take in war refugees on humanitarian grounds".[170]

Thousands protested[image: External link] at airports and other locations throughout the United States.[171] Critics of the ban include most Democrats[image: External link] and several top Republican Congressmen,[172] former President Obama,[173] the Council on American–Islamic Relations[image: External link],[174] over a dozen state attorneys general[image: External link],[175] thousands of academics,[176] Nobel laureates,[176][177] technology companies[image: External link][178][179][180] Iran, France, Germany,[181][182] and 800,000 petitioners in Britain.[183] Supporters of the ban include 82% of GOP voters,[184][185] Paul Ryan, Bob Goodlatte[image: External link], Czech President[image: External link] Miloš Zeman[image: External link],[182][186][187][188] and members of the European far right[image: External link].[187][189] According to an IPSOS online poll conducted on January 31, in response to the question, "Do you agree or disagree with the Executive Order that President Trump signed blocking refugees and banning people from seven Muslim majority countries from entering the U.S.?", 48% of the 1,201 Americans polled agreed with the statement (23% of the 453 Democrats, 82% of the 478 Republicans, and 44% of the Independents polled).[184]

On the evening of January 30, Trump replaced acting Attorney General Sally Yates[image: External link] with Dana Boente[image: External link].[190] Spicer's statement described Yates as an "Obama administration appointee" who had "betrayed the Department of Justice" by "refusing to enforce a legal order." In the Senate, Chuck Schumer[image: External link], called her firing a Monday Night Massacre[image: External link] in reference to Nixon's firing of his attorney general, referred to as the Saturday Night Massacre[image: External link] during Watergate[image: External link].[191] Trump also replaced DHS[image: External link]'s ICE[image: External link] Chief Daniel Ragsdale[image: External link] with Thomas Homan[image: External link] as Acting Director in the evening of January 30.[192][193]

In a live interview with Chris Wallace[image: External link] on January 29, Fox News Sunday[image: External link], Kellyanne Conway, justified the list of 7 countries by claiming that the countries were originally identified as a threat in the Terrorist Prevention Act passed by Congress in 2015.[194] HUD's Visa Waiver Program Improvement and Terrorist Travel Prevention Act of 2015, was extended amid some controversy in February 2016, when it revoked the privilege of traveling to the States without a visa to people who "had recently traveled to Iraq, Syria, Iran or Sudan," as they were considered to be high-risk.[195][196] A spokesman for former president Obama issued a statement stating, "The president [Obama] fundamentally disagrees with the notion of discriminating against individuals because of their faith or religion," In his final press statement as president, Obama stated, "There's a difference between [the] normal functioning of politics and certain issues or certain moments where I think our core values may be at stake," and stated his intention to speak out if a situation is serious enough.[173] Obama encouraged Americans to protest the issue.[197]

In response to a temporary restraining order[image: External link] (TRO) issued in the case of State of Washington v. Trump[image: External link], the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] said on February 4 that it had stopped enforcing the portions of the executive order affected by the judgment, while the State Department[image: External link] activated visas that had been previously suspended. The restraining order was upheld by the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit[image: External link] on February 9, 2017.[198]

On March 15, a United States Federal Judge[image: External link], Derrick Watson[image: External link] of the District Court of Hawaii[image: External link], issued a 43-page ruling which blocked Trump's revised March 6 executive order 13780 on the grounds that it violated the First Amendment[image: External link]'s Establishment Clause[image: External link] by disfavoring a particular religion.[199][200][201] The temporary restraining order was converted to a preliminary injunction by Judge Watson on March 29.[202] On an April 18 airing of the Mark Levin Show[image: External link] Jeff Sessions commented, "We are confident that the President will prevail on appeal and particularly in the Supreme Court, if not the Ninth Circuit. So this is a huge matter. I really am amazed that a judge sitting on an island in the Pacific can issue an order that stops the President of the United States from what appears to be clearly his statutory and Constitutional power."[203]
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 High-profile ICE operations




On February 8, 2017, Immigration and Customs Enforcement[image: External link] (ICE) agents arrested 35-year-old Guadalupe García de Rayos, when she attended her required annual review at the ICE office in Phoenix, and deported her to Mexico the next day based on a removal order issued in 2013 by the Executive Office for Immigration Review.[204][205][206][207] Immigrant advocates believe that she is the first[208]</ref>[209] to be deported after the EO was signed and that her deportation "reflects the severity" of the "crackdown" on illegal immigration.[210] ICE officials said that her case went through multiple reviews in the immigration court system and that the "judges held she did not have a legal basis to remain in the US".[211] In 2008, she was working at an amusement park in Mesa, Arizona when then-Sheriff Joe Arpaio[image: External link] ordered a raid that resulted in her arrest and felony identity theft conviction for possessing a false Social Security number. Arpaio was a subject of several controversies[image: External link] during his tenure as sheriff. In 2015 the U.S. Department of Justice partially settled a lawsuit filed against Arpaio for unlawful discriminatory police conduct, alleging that Arpaio had overseen the worst pattern of racial profiling in U.S. history.[212][213][214][215][210] ICE officials in Los Angeles released a report on February 10, 2017, that about 160 foreign nationals were arrested in a five-day operation. Of those, 150 had criminal histories, and of the remaining arrests, five had final orders of removal or were previously deported. Ninety-five percent were male.[216] Under Trump's EO, the definition of criminal is much more "sweeping" than Obama's, which "prioritized expulsion of undocumented immigrants who threatened public safety or national security, had ties to criminal gang activity, committed serious felony offenses or were habitual misdemeanor criminal offenders" and a single immigration officer decides.[211] On the morning of February 14, ICE officials entered the Des Moines[image: External link], Washington family home of 23-year-old Daniel Ramirez Medina on an arrest warrant for Ramirez' father, who was taken into custody.[217] Ramirez, who has no criminal record, entered the United States illegally as a child, and was later able to get a legal work permit through the 2012 Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals[image: External link] (DACA) policy, was placed in detention in the Northwest Detention Center[image: External link],[217] Tacoma, Washington[image: External link]. According to ICE, Ramirez was detained based on "his admitted gang affiliation and risk to public safety".[217] According to Ramirez's lawyer, Ramirez "unequivocally denies" these allegations and claimed ICE agents "repeatedly pressured" Ramirez to "falsely admit" gang "affiliation."[217][218] "The case raises questions about what it could mean for Dreamers, undocumented immigrants who were brought to the United States as children."[217]
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Main articles: 2017 Mexico–United States diplomatic crisis[image: External link], Mexico–United States barrier, and Executive Order 13767[image: External link]


While visiting the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] (DHS) on January 25, President Trump signed his third executive order Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements[image: External link] (EO 13767)[219][220][221][222] under the (INA)[image: External link], the Secure Fence Act[image: External link], and the (IIRIRA)[image: External link] for the construction of a Mexican border wall[223] to deter illegal migration and smuggling of illegal products.[224] The existing Mexico–United States barrier is not one continuous structure, but a series of physical walls and physical and "virtual" fences monitored by the United States Border Patrol[image: External link].[223][225] The proposed wall which would be a "a contiguous, physical wall or other similarly secure, contiguous, and impassable physical barrier"[222] along the entire length of the border, which Trump estimated in 2016 would cost $10 billion to $12 billion,[226] and by January 27 was estimated to be $20 billion,[227] to be initially paid by Congress. Trump plans on eventually negotiating a reimbursement from the Mexican government.[224] While the Executive Order entitled "Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements[image: External link]", contains no information of payment, it requests federal agency reports by late March 2017 which "identify and quantify all sources of direct and indirect Federal aid or assistance to the Government of Mexico on an annual basis over the past five years, including all bilateral and multilateral development aid, economic assistance, humanitarian aid, and military aid."[222]

On January 27, Forbes cautioned that the 20% Mexican Import Tariff on all imported goods announced by Spicer to pay for the 1,933-mile (3,111 km) frontier wall would be "paid by Americans".[227] GOP donors, Brothers Charles[image: External link] and David Koch[image: External link], and their advocacy group, Americans For Prosperity[image: External link], oppose Paul Ryan's 'Buy American' Tax Plan, which they claim would add a "whopping tax hike of more than $1 trillion on American families and small businesses over 10 years." The import tariff would raise prices at Wal-mart, for example, directly impacting lower income families.[228]

The Washington Post reported on April 25, that Trump had agreed to delaying funding for the construction of the wall until September to avoid a government shutdown.[11]
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 Sanctuary cities




Main article: Executive Order 13768[image: External link]


On January 25, Trump signed an executive order, "Enhancing Public Safety in the Interior of the United States", to the Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link] and the Attorney General[image: External link] and their departments and agencies to increase the enforcement of immigration laws[229] which included the hiring of 10,000 "additional immigration officers." His order requires the cooperation of state and local authorities. The order states "sanctuary jurisdictions" including "sanctuary cities[image: External link]" who refuse to comply will not be "eligible to receive Federal grants, except as deemed necessary for law enforcement purposes by the Attorney General or the Secretary".[229] Some officials claim that the "U.S. Constitution bars the federal government from commandeering state officials or using federal funds to "coerce" states into doing the bidding of Washington."[230] Mayors of New York, Boston, Denver, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle have expressed concerns about the Order and do not want to "change the way their cities treat immigrants."[231][232] Jeff Sessions is considered to be an "inspiration" for Trump's anti-immigration policies.[233] On August 31, 2016, Trump laid out a 10-step plan as part of his immigration policy where he reiterated that all illegal immigrants are "subject to deportation" with priority given to illegal immigrants who have committed significant crimes and those who have overstayed visas. He noted that all those seeking legalization would have to go home and re-enter the country legally.[234][235][236][237][238] In a meeting with concerned mayors, Sessions explained that the Executive Order merely directs cities to enforce the preexisting thirty-year-old law, 8 U.S.C. 1373 which means that "there is no sanctuary city debate."[239] On April 25, U.S. District Judge William Orrick III[image: External link] sided with San Francisco and Santa Clara in their lawsuit against the Trump administration effectively blocking EO targeting so-called sanctuary cities. Justice Orrick said that the president "has no authority to attach new conditions to federal spending".[240]
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Main article: Social policy of Donald Trump


Trump's appointment of a conservative justice, Neil Gorsuch, his reinstatement of the Mexico City Policy, and his signing H.J. Res. 43—HHS Title X Funding for Planned Parenthood Rule[16] are in keeping with his pro-life policy.[241] On January 23, Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum on the Mexico City Policy regarding federal funding to foreign NGOs[image: External link].[242][243][244] This is a key point in the abortion debate[image: External link] as foreign NGOs that receive US federal funding will no longer be able to offer, promote or perform abortion services as part of family planning[image: External link] in their own countries using non-U.S. government funds.[245][246] Forbes claimed this could "potentially affect $9.5 billion" in programs that reach "225 million women globally".[247]

On April 13, Trump quietly signed H.J. Res. 43—HHS Title X Funding for Planned Parenthood Rule—[16] reversing Obama's December 2016 regulation which had mandated that Title X[image: External link] recipients—like states local and state governments—distribute federal funds for services related to contraception, sexually transmitted infections, fertility, pregnancy care, and breast and cervical cancer screening to qualified health providers, regardless of whether they also perform abortions".[248] Bloomberg noted that although this was "one of the few opportunities" Trump has had in his first 100 days to enact legislation, he signed this bill in private.[249] The Obama rule never came into effect as it was blocked by a federal judge.[250] Republicans want to cut off federal funding from health-care organizations such as Planned Parenthood[image: External link] that perform abortions. Proponents of the bill claim it supports states’ rights[image: External link] over federalist rights.[249] The bill was passed under the procedures of the Congressional Review Act. In the Senate Vice-President Pence cast a tie-breaking vote.[17][251] This will be an issue at the end of the first 100 days as Congress tries to avoid a government shutdown.[249] In FY2014 Planned Parenthood clinics received $20.5 million of the $252.6 million distributed under the Title X[image: External link] Family Planning grant program.[249]

The proposed American Health Care Act[image: External link], announced by Congressional Republicans in March 2017, would have made Planned Parenthood "ineligible for Medicaid reimbursements or federal family planning grants".[252]
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 Suspended reduction of Federal Housing Mortgage Insurance Premium rates




Within the first hours of Trump's presidency, he "suspended indefinitely" the reduced "Mortgage Insurance Premiums for loans with Closing/Disbursement date on or after January 27, 2017", known as the Federal Housing Administration[image: External link]'s (FHA) Annual Mortgage Insurance[image: External link] Premium (MIP) Rates managed under the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development[image: External link] (HUD). It is "effective immediately".[253][133] Obama's rate cut would have lowered borrowing costs for first time and low income house buyers.[254]
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 Gun control




The policy statement also nullified the NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007[image: External link] which would have "prevent some Americans with disabilities from purchasing or possessing firearms. This was enacted following the 2007 Virginia Tech shooting[image: External link] in which Seung-Hui Cho[image: External link] killed 32 people and wounded 17 others armed with two semi-automatic pistols[image: External link].[255] It also nullified Obama's Executive Order, Fair Pay and Safe Workspaces, which required contractors seeking federal contracts to disclose all recent employee-related violations.[256][257]
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 High-priority infrastructure




Main article: Executive Order 13766[image: External link]


On January 24, Trump signed his second Executive Order entitled Expediting Environmental Reviews and Approvals for High Priority Infrastructure Projects[258] (EO 13766)[259][260][261] which is part of a series of five executive orders to date.[262] This Order was part of a series "designed to speed environmental permitting and reviews" as " major infrastructure projects trigger an array of overlapping environmental and natural resource laws and requirements".[260]

On April 19, Trump signed a bill that extended the VA's Choice[image: External link] beyond August. The 2014 Veterans' Access to Care through Choice, Accountability, and Transparency Act was enacted in by the Obama administration in response to the Veterans Health Administration scandal of 2014.[263]
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 Foreign Affairs, Defense and Trade (FDT)
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 Foreign policy




Main article: Foreign policy of the Donald Trump administration


The main group advising the President on foreign affairs and national security is the National Security Council (NSC)[264] which coordinates national agencies such as the secretaries of defense and state; the secretaries of the army, navy, and air force.

On April 10, The Wall Street Journal described Trump's foreign policy as moving away from the "America First", "isolationist" policies towards more "mainstream" and "conventional" tendencies under the more stabilizing influence of Tillerson, Mattis, McMaster, Ross and Kushner.[265]

On the first day of Trump's presidency, the White House website had posted a 220-word description of its foreign policy. It was protectionist with a focus on "America First" as was his inaugural address. His three top priorities were to defeat ISIS, to rebuild the military and to embrace diplomacy.[266]
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 Defense




At the time Trump took office, military spending had reached its highest peak ever[266] Trump requested $30 billion for FY 2017 which ends in September and an increase of $54 billion to Defense Department for FY 2018. The $639 billion in FY2018 would result in deep cuts to many other departments including the State Department, the diplomatic arm of the administration.[267]

After Trump's April 12 first face-to-face meeting with NATO[image: External link] Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, Trump announced that he had changed views about NATO. Trump had previously complained that NATO was "obsolete" as it did not fight terrorism.[268] On March 18, Trump called on NATO's member nations to contribute more to NATO.[269] After the White House meeting, Trump realized that NATO has been engaged in combating groups like ISIS. Trump will maintain the "US commitment to NATO while reiterating its member nations must step up their military financing".[268][270][271]

On January 29, Trump authorized the first military operation of his Presidency—a raid by US commandos[image: External link] on Al-Qaeda in Yakla, Baida in Yemen.[272] At least 14 jihadists were killed in the raid,[273] as well as 10 civilians, including children.[274] The raid also resulted in the death of Chief Petty Officer William Owens[image: External link] a 36-year-old Virginia-based Navy SEAL[image: External link], the first U.S. combat casualty in Trump's presidency.[275]

According to the New York Times, Owen's death "came after a chain of mishaps and misjudgments that plunged the elite commandos into a ferocious 50-minute firefight that also left three others wounded and a $75 million aircraft deliberately destroyed."[272]

On April 6, 2017, Trump ordered a missile strike on Shayrat Air Base[image: External link] near Homs, in Syria. 59 Tomahawk missiles were launched from the USS Ross  (DDG-71)[image: External link] and USS Porter  (DDG-78)[image: External link] from the Mediterranean Sea[image: External link].[276][277][278]

On April 8, four days after North Korea had test-fired a ballistic missile, an announcement by the United States Pacific Command[image: External link] (PACOM) commander was posted via U.S. Third Fleet Public Affairs stating that PACOM had ordered the USS Carl Vinson[image: External link] supercarrier[image: External link] to "sail north and report on station in the Western Pacific Ocean".[279] It was a premature announcement that led to a "glitch-ridden sequence of events"—a result of confusion created by a "miscommunication" between the "Pentagon and the White House."[280] On April 8[281][282] and April 9, media outlets such as Fox News, RT, CNN, USA Today,[283] BBC[284][285] and others had published the erroneous announcement that warships were heading to the Korean Peninsula within the context of escalating US-North Korean tensions. In an interview with FOX Business Network’s Maria Bartiromo[image: External link] that aired on April 12, President Trump warned, "We are sending an armada. Very powerful. We have submarines. Very powerful. Far more powerful than the aircraft carrier. That I can tell you."[286] By April 17 North Korea’s deputy United Nations[image: External link] ambassador accused the United States of "turning the Korean peninsula into "the world’s biggest hotspot" and the North Korean government stated "its readiness to declare war on the United States if North Korean forces were to be attacked."[287] On April 17 the Defense News broke the story that the Carl Vinson and its escorts were 3,500 miles from Korea engaged in scheduled joint Royal Australian Navy[image: External link] exercises in the Indian Ocean.[280][288][289] According to Dana White, the Pentagon’s chief spokeswoman, the Carl Vinson was heading north on April 18.[280] The Wall Street Journal reported on April 19, that the incident sparked both "criticism and ridicule" as some felt "duped by Trump." In the article, Hong Joon-pyo[image: External link], a candidate in the 2017 South Korean presidential election, was quoted as saying, "What President Donald Trump said was important for the national security of South Korea. If that was a lie, then during Trump’s term, South Korea will not trust whatever Trump says."[290]

On April 13 the United States dropped a 'mother of all bombs'[image: External link] (MOAB) in the Nangarhar Province[image: External link] Afghanistan[image: External link][291]—the first use of the bomb on the battlefield.[292] On April 8[image: External link] Staff Sgt. Mark De Alencar was killed during an operation against ISIS in Nangarhar Province[image: External link].[293][294][295]

The most consequential shift in Trump’s defense policy was the April 6 cruise-missile launch at a Syrian air base.[296]
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On January 23, Trump fulfilled a campaign pledge by signing an executive order withdrawing the United States from the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) or Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPPA).[297][242][298] According to the BBC, Trump had pledged to withdraw from the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) and he signed an executive order on the TPP his first few days.[241] However, the EO was largely symbolic since the deal has not been ratified by a divided US Congress."[299] The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) or Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPPA), was a trade agreement between the United States and eleven Pacific Rim[image: External link] nations—Australia, Brunei[image: External link], Canada, Chile, Japan[image: External link], Malaysia[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, and Vietnam that would have created a "free-trade zone for about 40 percent of the world's economy."[300][301][243][297][242][298]

On April 18, 2017, President Trump signed an executive order that directed federal agencies to implement a "Buy American, Hire American" strategy.[302] The executive order directs federal agencies to implement a new system that favors higher-skilled, higher-paid applicants.[303][304][305] The order is the first initiative in response to a key pledge made by Trump during his presidential campaign to promote a 'Buy American, Hire American.'[306] The EO is intended to order federal agencies to review and propose reforms to the H-1B visa[image: External link] system.[307] Through the executive order, Trump states his broad policy of economic nationalism without having to go through Congress. Cabinet secretaries from Departments of Labor, Justice, Homeland Security, and State[303] will "fill in the details with reports and recommendations about what the administration can legally do."[308] Trump argued that the EO would "end the 'theft of American prosperity', which he said had been brought on by low-wage immigrant labor."[309]

On March 31, President Donald Trump signed two executive orders[image: External link] on trade. One examines forms of "trade abuse," taking a country-by-country as well as product and industry look over 90 days at cheating, law enforcement, and currency misalignment by foreign countries that causes U.S. trade deficits. President Trump said the order ensures "that we fully collect all duties imposed on foreign importers that cheat, the cheaters." Another to strengthen anti-dumping[image: External link] rules and countervailing duties. The order directs Homeland Security[image: External link], Commerce[image: External link], and Treasury[image: External link] departments to ensure enforcement and "those who break the rules will face severe consequences".[310][311][312]

Trump—who had been dismissive of the Export-Import Bank[image: External link] (ExIm)—made an about-face on April 15 by nominating Scott Garrett as head of the ExIm breaking a deadlock that had prevented the Bank from operating since 2014.[313] Although Trump had privately made known that he would not side with "conservative Republicans, including those in his own administration", who wanted to "cripple" the ExIm in February, he did not announce it publicly until April 13, when he told The Wall Street Journal that he would fill two seats of ExIm's five-seat board which would allow the Bank to make loans greater than $10 million.[314] Trump had been one of ExIm's harshest critics. Conservatives call it the 'Bank of Boeing' and an 'epicenter of crony capitalism'. Its supporters such as Boeing and General Electric Co, claim that it facilitates trade worth billions of dollars in exports helping hundreds of businesses.[315] Prior to making the announcement, Trump held two significant meetings related to ExIm—an April 3 formal visit with Egyptian president Abdel Fattah el-Sisi[image: External link] who is negotiating for billions of dollars in ExIm financing[316] and an April 11 meeting with Boeing Chief Executive Jim McNerney[image: External link].[313] Sisi also met with Lockheed Martin and General Electric CEOs during his visit to the U.S. in April.[316]
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Main article: Australia–United States relations[image: External link]


A February 2 report by The Washington Post claimed that US President Donald Trump berated the Australian[image: External link], Prime Minister Turnbull during one of Trump's first phone calls made to foreign officials. Trump stated that the 2016 asylum deal was an attempt to export the next Boston bombers[image: External link] to the United States.[317][318] The contentious deal involves a 2016 agreement between the Obama administration and Australia whereby the U.S. would resettle 1,250 refugees held in controversial[319] offshore immigration detention facilities— Manus[image: External link] and Naura[image: External link] islands. In return, Australia would 'resettle refugees from El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras."[320][317] Later that day, Trump explained that while he respected Australia, they, along with many other countries, were "terribly taking advantage" of the United States.[321] The following day, Australian Ambassador to the United States[image: External link] Joe Hockey[image: External link] was sent to the White House and held meetings with White House Chief Strategist Steve Bannon and Chief of Staff Reince Preibus. Spicer described the phone call as "very cordial".[322] The 25-minute phone call on January 28, was described as "acrimonious" by Reuters and Trump's "worst call by far" with a foreign leader by the Washington Post.[320] During a joint news conference with Prime Minister Turnbull, Vice-President Pence—who was on a "10-day, four-country trip" in April to the Pacific Rim[image: External link], announced that even if the United States did not "admire the agreement", Trump had made it clear that the United States would honour the 2016 agreement to resettle refugees.[323] Turnbull responded, "whatever the reservations of the president are", the decision "speaks volumes for the commitment, the integrity of President Trump, and your administration, sir, to honour that commitment."[323] "The US is Australia's most important security partner, while China is its most important trading partner."[323]
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Main article: Canada–United States relations[image: External link]


Prime Minister Justin Trudeau met Trump in Washington DC in February 2017.[324] Trudeau said that "The last thing Canadians expect is for me to come down and lecture another country on how they choose to govern", referring to Trump's "refugee ban" - Executive Order 13769.[325] The two leaders emphasized the importance of the two countries' ongoing relationship, with Trudeau adding that "there are times when we have differed in our approaches. And that's always been done firmly and respectfully,".[325] Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross said that, "It has been a bad week for U.S.-Canada trade relations." as he announced stiff tariffs up stiff tariffs of up to 24% on Canadian lumber on April 24 as dairy product trade fell through.[326] The Canada–United States softwood lumber dispute[image: External link] has been since ongoing since the 1980s making it one of the longest trade disputes between the two countries, as well as one of the largest.[327] Trump is under pressure to begin renegotiating NAFTA, the trade deal between Canada, Mexico and the US.[326] On April 25, Canada's International Trade Minister Francois-Philippe Champagne[image: External link] and soft lumber industry representatives promoted trade with China in Beijing in response to what is perceived as U.S. protectionist policies.[328]
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Main articles: China–United States relations[image: External link] and Foreign policy of Donald Trump § China and Taiwan[image: External link]


The Mar-a-Lago summit meeting on April 6 and 7 between Trump and President[image: External link] Xi Jinping of China, during the first 100 days of the new US administration was heralded by The Telegraph as the "most significant bilateral summit in decades."[329] The South China Morning Post[image: External link] reported that—in spite of differences regarding Taiwan, the South China Sea and the most urgent issue—North Korea's nuclear programme[image: External link]—"the summit between the US and Chinese presidents had both symbolic and tangible successes."[330] During the April 7–8 visit with Chinese President Xi Jinping, Trump acknowledged that international relations are much more complicated than he had imagined. In regards to North Korea, he had hoped to negotiate better trade deals with China in exchange for China dealing with the nuclear threat from North Korea. In an interview with Wall Street Journal's Gerald F. Seib Trump said, “After listening for 10 minutes, I realized it’s not so easy. I felt pretty strongly that they had a tremendous power [over] North Korea. ... But it’s not what you would think." Trump also affirmed that North Korea was the United States' "biggest international threat".[331]

The BBC reported on April 19 that China "was 'seriously concerned" about nuclear threats" as tensions between North Korea and the United States escalated with a "war of words"[332] between North Korea's leader Kim Jong-un[image: External link] and the Trump administration.[333][334] Recent threats included Vice-President Mike Pence statement that the period of "strategic patience" was over and his April 19 statement that the US "would meet any attack with an 'overwhelming response.' North Korea recently warned of "full-out nuclear war if Washington takes military action against it."[332] Trump has called for China to rein in North Korea, but China Daily[image: External link] reported that "Washington must be aware of the limitations to Beijing's abilities, and refrain from assuming that the matter can be consigned entirely to Beijing alone."[335] China Daily[image: External link] considered the U.N. Security Council statement adopted on April 20 condemning North Korea's recent attempted missile launch,[334] as an indication that the Trump administration is considering a "diplomatic solution."[335]

In an April 12 interview with Wall Street JournalTrump said he had changed his mind and he would not label China a currency manipulator, which had been one of his 100-day pledges. By April he believed that China had not been manipulating its currency for months. He did not want to "jeopardize" talks with the Chinese "on confronting the threat of North Koreas."[5][6] Early in Trump's presidency, the world's largest financial newspaper, Nikkei Asian Review[image: External link], had reported on February 1, that Trump had labelled China and Japan as currency manipulators.[336]

The Trump administration confirmed its commitment to defend Japan against China's claims to the Senkaku Islands[image: External link] in the (the East China Sea[image: External link]) through the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security between the United States and Japan[image: External link] during a U.S. Defense Secretary James Mattis's visit to Japan on February 4.[337] By February 9, US-Chinese relations[image: External link]—the most important bilateral relationship—had remained strained,[338][339][340][341][342][343] President Xi Jinping and Trump had not spoken and this had "drawn increasing scrutiny."[338] Xi was concerned by the December 2, 2016, phone call from Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen[image: External link] to Trump[344] and Trump's questioning of the One China policy.[345][346][347] On February 10, Trump and Xi Jinpin spoke on the phone for the first time since Donald Trump took office, during which Donald Trump committed to honoring the One China[image: External link] policy at Xi's request.[348][349]

During the World Economic Forum[image: External link] annual meeting in Davos[image: External link] on January 17–20, China's President Xi Jinping, as keynote speaker, "vigorously" defended globalization in a speech that the Financial Times described as "one would have expected to come from a US president". Mr. Xi observed that "blaming economic globalisation for the world's problems is inconsistent with reality... globalisation has powered global growth and facilitated movement of goods and capital, advances in science, technology and civilisation, and interactions among people[350][351] In 2015, China became the United States' largest trade partner, placing Canada second.[352] The Times 2017 article, citing an analysis by Peterson Institute for International Economics[image: External link], noted that "China and Mexico together account for a quarter of US trade".[351] Concerns have been raised about Trump's proposed imposition of a 45 percent tariff on imports from China.[353][354][355] On January 23, The U.S. Commerce Department[image: External link] announced new countervailing duties[image: External link] (CVDs) ranging from 38.61 to 65.46 percent on Chinese vehicles in the antidumping[image: External link] case. In 2015, over 8.9 million Chinese truck and bus tires worth $1.07 billion were imported to the United States.[356]

At his Senate confirmation hearing as Secretary of State, in mid-January, Rex Tillerson's statements about the South China Sea[image: External link], "set the stage for a possible crisis between the world's two biggest economies should his comments become official American policy" and "put further strains on one of the world's most important bilateral relationships."[357] According to an article on January 28, in the South China Morning Post[image: External link], an official from China's Central Military Commission[image: External link]'s Defence Mobilisation Department, ranking Chinese military official considers war between China and the United States a real possibility during Trump's term as president.[358] An article in The Guardian claims, "The bad news is that if in the coming months or years Trump faces an ignominious end to his presidency through scandal or mismanagement, a national crisis – involving China, or ISIS[image: External link] or another foreign actor – could allow him to cling to power."[359]
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 Egypt













Main article: United States–Egypt relations[image: External link]


On April 3 Trump hosted a formal visit with Egyptian president[image: External link] Abdel Fattah el-Sisi[image: External link], in an effort to "reset" relations between the two countries, offering the U.S. government's "strong backing."[316] Ties between the two countries were strained since Sisi deposed Egyptian president Mohamed Morsi[image: External link] during the July 2013 military coup[image: External link].[360][361] Trump publicly stated that Sisi's autocratic leadership was 'fantastic.'[316] Sisi, who is seeking "billions of dollars in financing" from the Export-Import Bank[image: External link] for large investments in infrastructure investments, also met with the representatives from the IMF, the World Bank, Lockheed Martin and General Electric.[316] Trump nominated a new head of ExIm which facilitates its operation—the ExIm had been hamstrung since 2014 because of opposition by Republicans.[313] During his talks with Sisi in April, Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Bob Corker (R-Tenn.) had advocated for the release of six humanitarian workers, including a U.S. citizen—30-year-old Aya Hijazi and her husband, who had been imprisoned in Egypt since May 1, 2014.[316] A court in Egypt dropped all charges against them on April 16.[316]
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 European Union




Main article: United States–European Union relations[image: External link]


In a 60-minute interview at Trump Tower in mid-January, with Michael Gove[image: External link] of the Times of London[image: External link] and Kai Diekmann of Bild[image: External link], Trump praised Brexit, criticized NATO[image: External link] as "obsolete", and the European Union[image: External link] as "basically a vehicle for Germany." He said it was a "very catastrophic mistake" on Angela Merkel's part to admit a million refugees - whom he refers to as "illegals".[90] These "worrying declarations", among others, compelled the President of the European Council[image: External link], Donald Tusk, to raise concerns in a letter to 27 European leaders, that the Trump administration seemed to "question the last 70 years of American foreign policy," placing the European Union in a "difficult situation."[362]
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 Iran




Main article: Iran–United States relations[image: External link]


There are no formal diplomatic relations between Iran and the United States. Iranian citizens were temporary banned from entering the United States by the executive order "Protecting the Nation From Foreign Terrorist Entry Into the United States." On late April 18, 2017 the Trump Administration certified that Iran had continued to comply with the 2015 nuclear framework agreement[image: External link].[363] During his campaign, Trump had denounced the agreement as 'the worst deal ever' but was frustrated in his plans to renegotiate the nuclear deal as "canceling the deal would likely cause significant problems."[363]
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 Israel




Main article: Israel–United States relations[image: External link]


Israel's prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link] and Trump held their first official visit at the White House on February 15. At the press conference, Trump urged Netanyahu to "'hold back' on building Jewish settlements on territories occupied by Israel in 1967 'for a little bit'."[364] According to The Economist, Trump appeared to step back from the "long-standing, bipartisan American insistence that peace can be reached only through the establishment of a sovereign Palestinian state alongside the Jewish one", the two-state solution.[364] Trump's priority of destroying the Muslim[image: External link] radicals of Islamic State (IS)" differs from Netanyahu's. Israel is more concerned about "containing Iran, the largest power in the Shia[image: External link] Muslim world. Given that Iran is itself fighting IS in Syria and Iraq, the two goals could even be in conflict."[364] In a marked change from his visit to the White House under the Obama administration, Netanyahu blurred the distinction by "denouncing both IS and Iran in the same attack on 'militant Islam' and hailing Mr Trump's 'great courage' in tackling 'radical Islamic terror'".[364]
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 Mexico




Main article: 2017 Mexico–United States diplomatic crisis[image: External link]


Since early in Trump's presidency, Mexico and United States faced a diplomatic crisis[image: External link]. Mexican President[image: External link] Enrique Peña Nieto opposes Trump's approach to the renegotiation of NAFTA and the implications of Trump's Executive Order 13767.[365][366][365][366] After decades of cooperation between the two nations relations between the US and Mexico are seriously weakened.[367]
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 North Korea




Main article: North Korea–United States relations[image: External link]


On February 12, North Korea tested a ballistic solid-fuel missile[image: External link],[368] the Pukguksong-2[image: External link], which is part of a series of missile tests[image: External link] that have largely defined the hostile North Korea–United States relations over recent years.[369] According to The Economist, on February 13, while Trump promised "to deal with the 'big, big' problem of North Korea 'very strongly'", he has few options.[368] Trump received the news of the launch during the first official visit of Japan's prime minister, Shinzo Abe[image: External link]. They were dining at Mar-a-Lago, Trump's Florida resort.[368]
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 Russia




Main article: Russia–United States relations[image: External link]


According to a Reuters report on February 9, 2017, in his first 60-minute telephone call with Putin, Putin inquired about extending New START[image: External link] (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty) a nuclear arms reduction[image: External link] treaty between the United States and the Russia signed in 2010, which was expected to last until 2021.[370][371] and, after ratification,[372][373] Trump denounced the treaty claiming that it favored Russia and was "one of several bad deals negotiated by the Obama administration".[374] The New York Times reported that on February 14, Russia deployed a new type of fully operational ground-launched intermediate-range cruise missile[image: External link] that "violates a landmark arms control treaty". The Americans have changed its name from SSC-X-8 to SSC-8, reflecting its status as "operational" not "X" referring to "in development".[375]

On February 16, 2017, President Trump's Secretary of Defense, James Mattis, declared that the United States was not currently prepared to collaborate with Russia on military matters - including future anti-ISIL US operations.[376]

On February 24, Trump "risked triggering a new Cold War-style arms race between Washington and Moscow. In an interview with Reuters, Trump said that the "treaty limiting Russian and U.S. nuclear arsenals was a bad deal for Washington" and he "would put the U.S. nuclear arsenal "at the top of the pack." In response, Russia's Konstantin Kosachev[image: External link] wrote on his Facebook page, "arguably Trump's most alarming statement on the subject of relations with Russia".[377]


Trump's campaign slogan 'Make America great again', if that means nuclear supremacy, will return the world to the worst times of the arms race in the '50s and '60s."

— Konstantin Kosachev[image: External link], Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Russian Federation Council[image: External link] February 24, 2017



Trump had "promised one of the 'greatest military buildups in American history' in a feisty, campaign-style speech extolling robust nationalism" at the annual Conservative Political Action Conference on February 24 at National Harbor[image: External link].[378][379][380]
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 Syria




Main article: Syria–United States relations[image: External link]


On April 5, 2017 Trump responded to the April 4 chemical attack[image: External link] allegedly by Syrian Armed Forces on rebel-held Khan Shaykhun[image: External link] in Idlib province which enveloped men, women and children in a suffocating fog of sarin[image: External link] gas leaving more than eighty people dead and over three hundred more injured"[381][382] ...my attitude towards Syria and Assad has changed very much."[383] Both Tillerson and Nikki Haley had previously stated that the Trump administration had no intention of interfering in President Bashar Assad[image: External link]'s leadership in the Syrian Civil War[image: External link], as the US focused on eliminating ISIS.[384][385][386][387]
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 United Kingdom




Main article: United Kingdom–United States relations[image: External link]


In January 2017, the Prime Minister Theresa May invited Trump to a state visit[image: External link] to the UK when she met Trump in Washington DC.[388][389][390] The visit was planned to occur in June, although it may be delayed to July to coincide with the upcoming G20 summit[image: External link] in Hamburg.[391] Some sources have suggested that the UK government may delay the visit until after the House of Commons is in recess for the summer to avoid criticm from MPs[image: External link].[392] The Speaker of the House of Commons[image: External link], John Bercow[image: External link], stated on February 6, 2017, that Trump would not be welcome to address parliament during any future state visit, drawing applause and cheering from some Members of Parliament.[393]

More than 1,860,000 people have signed a petition to prevent Trump from making an official state visit, which states that such a visit "would cause embarrassment to Her Majesty the Queen".[394][395] The FCO[image: External link] responded to this petition by stating that HM Government recognises the strong views expressed by the many signatories of this petition, but does not support this petition." Lord Ricketts[image: External link], former Permanent Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs[image: External link], said that the unprecedented speed of May's invitation has put the Queen in a "very difficult situation".[396] He questioned whether Trump was "specially deserving of this exceptional honour", given that US presidents are usually only invited to such visits after at least a year in office.[396] Writing to May, opposition leader Jeremy Corbyn[image: External link] stated that the "invite should be withdrawn until the executive orders are gone".[395]

It has been suggested that Trump's visit would have to take place outside London, after Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe[image: External link], the chief of the Metropolitan Police[image: External link], said that he had concerns about the visit given the amount of protests expected.[397] One suggestion being considered is for Trump to address a rally at the National Exhibition Centre[image: External link] in Birmingham[image: External link],[391] a city where 50.4% of voters voted to leave the EU,[398] rather than London, which saw 59.9% voting to remain.[399] Local politicians and activists in Birmingham promised to stage protests if the visit is moved, with Shabana Mahmood[image: External link], Labour MP for the Birmingham Ladywood constituency[image: External link], saying that "President Trump with his hateful and divisive rhetoric, policies and Muslim ban is not welcome here."[400]

During a March 14 Fox & Friends interview, Andrew Napolitano[image: External link] said, "Three intelligence sources have informed Fox News that President Obama went outside the chain of command," using the British GCHQ[image: External link] to implement surveillance on Donald Trump[image: External link] to avoid leaving "American fingerprints".[401] On March 16, Press Secretary Sean Spicer repeated Napolitano's claim at a White House press briefing. The following day, a GCHQ spokesperson called Napolitano's claim "utterly ridiculous".[402] The White House denied reports that it had apologized to the British government for the accusation.[403]
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 Government and Finance (G&F)




The G&F Division focuses on issues related to Congress, the executive and the judicial branches, the budget and appropriations, legislative process, homeland security, elections and certain financial issues such as public debt, inflation, savings, GDP, taxation and interest rates, banking, financial institutions, insurance and securities, public finance, fiscal and monetary policy, public debt, interest rates, gross domestic product, inflation and savings.[404]
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 Supreme Court nomination




Main article: Neil Gorsuch Supreme Court nomination


On the evening of January 30, Trump announced his nomination of U.S. Appeals Court judge Neil Gorsuch for the Supreme Court fulfilling his campaign pledge that he would choose someone 'in the mold' of the late Justice Antonin Scalia.[406]

Following the February 3 ruling by federal judge James Robart, that temporarily blocked Trump's travel ban on people from seven Muslim countries, Trump has been openly critical of the judiciary.[407] According to CNN and Washington Post, on February 8, Gorsuch expressed concern that Trump's remarks on the judiciary were 'demoralizing' and 'disheartening' to the independence of the judiciary.[408]

Gorsuch was approved by the Senate Judiciary committee on April 3.[409] Senate Republicans invoked the "nuclear option[image: External link]" after the April 6 filibuster[image: External link] that prevented cloture[image: External link].[410] After a year-long Republican block on nominations, the Senate confirmed Gorsuch nomination with a 54-45 vote, mainly along party lines.[411][412] Gorsuch took office in a private ceremony on April 10.

Hours after Gorsuch and four other Supreme Court conservatives justices voted on April 20 to deny a stay of execution request from eight inmates on Arkansas death-row, Ledell Lee was put to death with a lethal injection, the first in Arkansas since 2005[image: External link].[413][414] Two inmates—Jack Jones and Marcel Williams—received lethal injections on April 24.[415]
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 Monetary policy




On April 19 in an interview with The Wall Street Journal—in a reversal of previous statements—Trump said he was considering keeping Janet Yellen[image: External link] as chair of the Federal Reserve System[image: External link], which oversees the U.S. monetary policy[image: External link].[6] He explained that, "I do like a low-interest rate policy, I must be honest with you." In the same interview, Trump said he would not label China a currency manipulator,[6] which had been one of his 100-day pledges.[5] Trump expressed concerns in that interview that, "I think our dollar is getting too strong, and partially that's my fault because people have confidence in me. But that's hurting -- that will hurt ultimately." He believes a low dollar favors the U.S. in international trade.[6] From November 8, 2016—when Trump was elected—to December 30, 2016, the trade-weighted average of the foreign exchange value of the U.S. dollar (TWEXB)[image: External link] increased 4.4 percent.[416] Towards the end of the first 100 days, the TWEXB had dropped two percent.[416] This table shows some highs and lows of the Trade Weighted U.S. Dollar Index: Broad [TWEXB] from 2002 to April 2017.[417]



	Sample of trade weighted averages of foreign exchange value USD (highs/lows ) DMY



	20-02-2002
	09-04-2008
	23-07-2011
	27-07-2011
	18-03-2015
	03-06-2015
	17-02-2016
	04-05-2016
	26-08-2016
	23-11-2016
	04-01-2017
	19-04-2017



	129.3639
	95.6084
	102.1682
	94.0323
	117.4927
	115.5347
	123.7823
	118.6478
	120.2955
	127.2899
	128.5246
	124.0479
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 Small government




On January 23, President Trump signed an executive order that froze all federal hiring except for the military. The order specified that no new positions can be created and no currectly vacant positions may be filled unless an agency head believes that the position is "necessary to meet national security or public safety responsibilities". The order is due to expire once the head of the Office of Management and Budget, Mick Mulvaney, creates a "long-term plan to reduce the size of the Federal Government's workforce through attrition."[418]

On January 24, the Associated Press reported on emails from the Administration to some government agencies sent shortly after the inauguration, which "detailed specific prohibitions" banning certain government agencies, such as the Agricultural Research Service Agriculture Department[image: External link] from issuing "press releases, blog updates or posts to the agency's social media accounts."[419] In what the Associated Press described as a "broader communications clampdown within the executive branch," the Administration "instituted a media blackout."[419][420] In his January 25 press briefing, White House press secretary Sean Spicer claimed that the emails did not come from the Administration: "They haven't been directed by us to do anything...That directive did not come from here."[421]

On January 23, in a Presidential Memorandum, the president ordered a temporary government-wide hiring freeze[422][423] of the civilian work force in the executive branch, which is managed by the Office of Personnel Management[image: External link]. This will prevent federal agencies, except for the offices of the new presidential appointees, national security, the military and public safety, from filling vacant positions.[424][425] The Brookings Institution[image: External link] questioned whether this freeze would include financial regulators who exercise independence from the executive branch – such as the Federal Reserve Board of Governors[image: External link] (Fed), Office of the Comptroller of the Currency[image: External link] (OCC), the Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] (SEC) among others.[426] In a Fox News report, based on statistics from the Office of Personnel Management, the number of executive branch employees "hasn't been this low since 1965" and has been "more or less steady" since 2001.[424][427]
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 Economic policy of Donald Trump




Main article: Economic policy of Donald Trump


Trump's key economic policies included the dismantling of the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link], and the repeal of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA).[4]

According to the April 28, 2017 Commerce Department report, in the first quarter of 2017 there was a "sharp decline from the 2.1% in Q1 2016 to 0.7% in Q1 2017—representing the weakest quarterly economic growth in three years. The report presents a statistical analysis of the American economy in the 2017 Q1—the gross domestic product (GDP).[9] In spite of the soft GDP, by the end of Q1 2017, the S&P 500[image: External link] was near an all-time high representing a 12% rise from the first quarter of 2016, as investor confidence remained elevated[10] based on Trump's promise to cut taxes, deregulate and spend heavily on infrastructure such as roads and bridges.

In March 2017 the unemployment rate fell to 4.5 percent[430] and the Consumer Sentiment Index[image: External link] reached 125.6, a level of consumer confidence in the United States last seen in December 2000.[431] It fell to 120.3 in April.[432] Consumer confidence or soft data contrasted with real consumer spending or hard data, with a "big drop-off" in the amount Americans actually spent during Trump's first 100 days.[433]



	Consumer confidence index



	04-2016
	05-2016
	06-2016
	07-2016
	08-2016
	09-2016
	10-2016
	11-2016
	12-2016
	01-2017
	02-2017
	03-2017
	04-2017



	94.7
	92.4
	97.4
	96.7
	101.8
	103.5
	100.8
	109.4
	113.3
	111.6
	116.1
	124.9
	120.3






	Real Personal Consumption Expenditures



	06-2009
	06-2010
	06-2011
	06-2012
	06-2013
	06-2014
	06-2015
	06-2016
	12-2016
	01-2017
	02-2017



	9,801.1
	10,021.2
	10,248.3
	10,390.3
	10,543.8
	10,851.8
	11,199.2
	11,522.2
	11,709.4
	11,684.8
	11,676.1
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 Changes to Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act




Main article: Executive Order 13772[image: External link]


On February 3, after a meeting with his strategic and policy forum, which included Jamie Dimon[image: External link], Chairman and CEO JPMorgan Chase[image: External link], Trump issued an Executive Order, Core Principles for Regulating the United States Financial System,[436][437][438] which directed the "Treasury secretary to submit a report on recommended changes to bank regulations in 120 days."[439] Trump wants to get "banks to lend money more aggressively"[440] and wants to make changes to the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link] (2010)[441] which was enacted in response to the Great Recession[image: External link], bringing significant changes to U. S. financial regulation[image: External link].[442][443][444][445][446]


We expect to be cutting a lot out of Dodd-Frank... Frankly, I have so many people, friends of mine, that have nice businesses that can't borrow money. They just can't get any money because the banks won't let them borrow because of rules and regulations in Dodd-Frank.

— Trump in meeting with his business advisory council, February 3



In an interview on February 3, with The Wall Street Journal, Trump's National Economic Council Director, Gary Cohn, announced the planned rollback of the fiduciary rule, which stated that brokers and advisers who work with tax-advantaged retirement savings "must work in the best interest of their clients" even at the expense of their own profits.[447]
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 Deregulation




One of the first acts by the Trump administration was an order signed by Chief of Staff Reince Priebus on January 20, under the subject "Regulatory Freeze Pending Review" to all Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies ordering agencies to immediately suspend all pending regulations and to "send no regulation" to the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs[image: External link] (OFR) until the Trump administration can review them except for "emergency situations" or "urgent circumstances" allowed by the Director or Acting Director, Mark Sandy,[448][449][450] of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).[419][451][452] This was comparable to prior moves by the Obama and Bush administrations shortly after their inaugurations to revert executive orders[image: External link] by outgoing presidents, signed in their final days in office.[453]

On January 30, Trump signed his seventh Executive Order "Reducing Regulation and Controlling Regulatory Costs."[454]
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 Deregulation and corporations




At a January 23 meeting with leaders of the United State's largest corporations, including Ford[image: External link]'s Mark Fields[image: External link], Dell Technologies[image: External link]' Michael Dell[image: External link], Lockheed Martin[image: External link]'s Marillyn Hewson[image: External link], Under Armour[image: External link]'s Kevin Plank[image: External link], Arconic[image: External link]'s Klaus Kleinfeld[image: External link], Whirlpool[image: External link]'s Jeff Fettig, Johnson & Johnson[image: External link]'s Alex Gorsky[image: External link], Dow Chemical[image: External link]'s Andrew Liveris[image: External link], U.S. Steel[image: External link]'s Mario Longhi[image: External link], SpaceX[image: External link]'s Elon Musk[image: External link], International Paper[image: External link]'s Mark Sutton[image: External link], and Corning[image: External link]'s Wendell Weeks promised to reward the companies who stay in the United States with aggressive cuts on U.S. federal regulations governing their companies by "75 percent or more."[455][456][457]
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 Trump meets with CEOs of pharmaceutical companies




On January 31, Trump met with CEOs of pharmaceutical firms, including Novartis[image: External link]'s Joseph Jimenez[image: External link] who also represented the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America[image: External link] - the pharmaceutical industry's powerful lobbying group, Merck & Co.[image: External link]'s Kenneth Frazier[image: External link], Johnson & Johnson[image: External link], Celgene[image: External link]'s Robert Hugin[image: External link], Eli Lilly[image: External link], Amgen[image: External link]'s Robert Bradway[image: External link].[458] Trump called for lower prices, "We have no choice. For Medicare, for Medicaid. We have to get the prices way down." In return, he promised to boost the pharmaceutical companies competitiveness by curbing regulations "from 9,000 pages" to "100 pages," and by lowering pharmaceutical companies' tax rates. Trump noted that Food and Drug Administration[image: External link] (FDA) approvals "force pharmaceutical companies to spend years and billions of dollars developing drugs." He promised his nomination for FDA Commissioner would oversee an FDA overhaul.[459] In the listening session with pharmaceutical industry leaders, Trump noted that, "it costs sometimes $2.5 billion on average, actually, to come up with a new product. ...15 years, $2.5 billion to come up with a product where there's not even a safety problem. So it's crazy. I'm surprised you can't get them to move faster than that."[460]

Trump had promised in March 2016, to reform the pharmaceutical industry, including the removal of existing free market barriers to allow imported, dependable, safe, reliable, and cheaper drugs from overseas, bringing more options to American consumers.[461] Following Trump's press conference on January 11, Fortune claimed that the largest pharmaceutical companies had lost over $20 billion in 20 minutes.[462] The Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act[image: External link] (2003) expressly prohibited Medicare from negotiating bulk prescription drug prices and Trump had pledged to revert this. Following the morning meeting with CEOs on January 31, Trump abandoned his pledge to allow "Medicare negotiate bulk discounts in the price it pays for prescription drugs."[463]
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 Limitations on executive agency members lobbying




On January 28, Trump signed an Executive Order to fulfilling his campaign pledge to limit lobbying of executive agency members.[464]
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 Department of Justice




Main articles: United States Attorney General[image: External link] and United States Department of Justice


On February 8, Alabama Senator Jeff Sessions, who was nominated by Trump in January, was confirmed as United States Attorney General[image: External link] (A.G.), the head of the Justice Department per 28 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 503[image: External link]. He is the United States government's chief law enforcement officer and lawyer with 113,000 employees working under his leadership. According to The Washington Post, Sessions' "conservative, populist views have shaped many" of Trump's "early policies, including on immigration".[465] The nomination battle was described by The New York Times, as "a bitter and racially charged".[466] The confirmation process for Trump's nominee Senator Jeff Sessions was described as " strikingly contentious" by The New York Times;[467] with Fox News calling it a "wild night",[468] and CNN calling the "rare rebuke" a "stunning moment"[469] as Senator Mitch McConnell[image: External link] invoked Rule XIX[image: External link] to silence Senator Elizabeth Warren[image: External link] for the rest of the hearing.[468] McConnell interrupted Warren as she read several pages by Coretta Scott King[image: External link] and Senator Ted Kennedy[image: External link] regarding Session's alleged racial bias from the 500-plus page transcript submitted in 1986, that contributed to the decision by the then-Republican-led Judiciary Committee to reject his nomination to a federal judgeship. Warren immediately live-streamed her reading of the letter, critical of Sessions, that the widow of Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link] had written to Senator Strom Thurmond[image: External link] in 1986.[470] and numerous media outlets made the full-text available.[471][469]

Trump appointed Dana J. Boente[image: External link] to serve as acting Attorney General until Session's Senate Confirmation.[472] After firing Yates, Trumped signed his eleventh Executive Order 13775[image: External link] on February 9, specifically reversing the DOJ's line of succession[image: External link] in Obama's EO 13762 in order to appoint the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia[image: External link]—Dana J. Boente—as Acting Attorney General.[473][474] Trump revoked EO 13775 on March 31 with "Presidential Executive Order on Providing an Order of Succession Within the Department of Justice.

Boente had replaced Acting Attorney General Sally Yates[image: External link] who was fired by Trump for ordering the Justice Department to not defend Trump's Executive Order 13769 which restricted entry to the United States.[475] Yates claimed that, "At present, I am not convinced that the defense of the executive order is consistent with these responsibilities [of the Department of Justice], nor am I convinced that the executive order is lawful".[476][477]
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 Voter fraud claims




Since November 2016, and during his presidency, Trump has repeated voter fraud allegations that between 3 and 5 million people voted illegally and cost him the popular vote[image: External link] to Hillary Clinton, and also that thousands of voters were illegally bused from Massachusetts into New Hampshire where former Senator Kelly Ayotte[image: External link] was defeated, and where Trump narrowly lost to Clinton in 2016.[119]

Trump had announced on January 25 that he was conducting an investigation into voter fraud. He repeated unsubstantiated claims about the number of fraudulent voters and referred to VoteStand founder Gregg Phillips[image: External link], who could not produce any evidence of voter fraud.[478][479] In January, US News[image: External link] reported that members of Trump's cabinet and family were registered to vote in multiple states.[480] On February 10, Federal Election Commission (FEC) Commissioner, Ellen L. Weintraub[image: External link], issued a statement calling on Trump, to provide the evidence of what would "constitute thousands of felony criminal offenses under New Hampshire law."[120] By February 12, Steve Miller was still unable to provide concrete evidence to support claims of voter fraud in an interview with Stephanopolous,[118][119] but he seemed to direct Stephanopolous to the often-cited 2012 Pew Research Center study.[121][118] In fact, the 2012 PEW report entitled "Inaccurate, Costly, and Inefficient Evidence That America's Voter Registration System Needs an Upgrade," that was based on 2008 data, was about "outdated voter rolls, not fraudulent votes" and "makes no mention of noncitizens voting or registering to vote".[122] The report showed that because of inefficiencies in the voter system, 24 percent of eligible citizens were not able to be registered, representing "51 million citizens."[121]:8 Problems related to voter registration often affected "military personnel— especially those deployed overseas and their families—who were almost twice as likely to report registration problems as was the general public in 2008."[121]:7 In November, "the former director of Pew's election program" explained that, "We found millions of out of date registration records due to people moving or dying, but found no evidence that voter fraud resulted."[122] On January 25, Spicer confirmed in a press briefing that Trump continued to believe that "millions voted illegally in the election" based on "studies and evidence that people have presented him."[481] This included an often-cited and contested[482][481] 2014 Old Dominion University[image: External link] study entitled, "Do non-citizens vote in U.S. elections?".[483] Using Cooperative Congressional Election Study data from 2008 and 2010, the researchers had argued that more than 14% of non-citizens "indicated that they were registered to vote".[481]
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 2018 United States federal budget




Main article: 2018 United States federal budget[image: External link]


Trump submitted his first budget[image: External link] request[image: External link] which recommends funding levels for the next fiscal year[image: External link] 2018[image: External link]—covering the period from October 1, 2017 to September 30, 2018—to the 115th Congress[image: External link].[484][485] Trump's request including a $639 billion defense budget and corresponding major cuts to other federal departments.[267]

To avert a possible government shutdown, the Trump administration face an April 28 deadline—the expiration of the December 10, 2016 continuing resolution[image: External link] (H.R. 2028) (Public Law 114-254[image: External link]).[486][487][488][Notes 1][489] Discussion time on controversial issues such as funding for a border wall defunding Planned Parenthood[image: External link],[16] was limited by the two-week Easter recess that began on April 7.[17] The government was shutdown during the Clinton and Obama administrations as a result of clashes between Republicans in Congress and Democrats in the White House. In late April 2017, Republicans have control of both Congress and the White House.[490][491] A shutdown would result in "government agencies [locking] their doors, national parks [refusing] visitors and federal workers [being] told not to report to work".[491] The appropriations process cannot be accomplised without consulting the Democrats—unlike rolling back federal regulations with Congressional Review Acts and attempts to repeal Obamacare.[491]
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 Tax reform




The White House memo entitled "2017 Tax Reform for Economic Growth and American Jobs" was presented on April 26[492] in what the The Wall Street Journal described as his "finest moment" in the first 100 days and a policy and political success.[493] Individual reform includes "reducing the 7 tax brackets to 3 tax brackets for 10%, 25% and 35%, doubling the standard deduction, providing tax relief for families with child and dependent care expenses." The taxation system will be simplified to "eliminate targeted tax breaks that mainly benefit the wealthiest taxpayers, protect the home ownership and charitable gift tax deductions, repeal the Alternative Minimum Tax, repeal the death tax and repeal the 3.8% Obamacare tax that hits small businesses and investment income."[492] Business reform includes "15% business tax rate, territorial tax system to level the playing field for American companies, one-time tax on trillions of dollars held overseas and elimination of tax breaks for special interests."[492] The memo did not provide legislative content but rather broad outlines that will be developed in Congress but may face some opposition from both sides.[494]
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 Resources, Science and Industry (RSI)




The RSI Division natural resources, environment, science and technology, and industry and infrastructure.[495]
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 Environmental Policy




Main article: Environmental policy under the Trump administration


On February 1, the Trump administration published a Statement of Administration Policy to allow coal companies to dump mining waste in streams by nullifying the Department of the Interior[image: External link] regulation known as the "Stream Protection Rule", established in the Obama Administration[image: External link].[256] Under the Congressional Review Act Congress passed the resolution to repeal on February 1 and the Senate also approved it on February 2.[496][497] The Statement nullified the Waste Prevention, Production Subject to Royalties, and Resource Conservation which limited venting, flaring, and leaks during oil and natural gas production. The Repeal of Stream Protection Rule[image: External link] ( 115-5[image: External link]) was signed into law by Trump on February 16.

Additionally, the February 1 policy statement nullified the rule on Disclosure of Payments by Resource Extraction Issuers[image: External link], a Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] regulation which required resource extraction issuers to report payments "to governments for the commercial development of oil, natural gas or minerals."[256] The Repeal of the Disclosure of Payments by Resource Extraction Issuers Rule[image: External link] ( 115-4[image: External link]) was signed into law by Trump on February 14, 2017.
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 Climate change




Trump is rescinding a great many orders which Obama made cutting greenhouse gas emissions in the United States. There is strong opposition to this and there will be legal challenges. Tomás Carbonell, director of regulatory policy and senior attorney at the Environmental Defense Fund, said, “Large majorities of Americans in red and blue states alike support strong action to reduce carbon pollution from the nation’s power plants, and the clean power plan is supported by a broad and diverse coalition of states, municipalities, power companies, leading businesses, consumer advocates, faith organizations and many others. These supporters will turn out in force to oppose the administration’s outrageous attack on the United States’ only nationwide limits on carbon pollution from power plants – safeguards that are essential to protecting our public health, securing a clean energy economy and yielding a safer climate for our children.”[498] Trump proposed defunding Clean Power Plan in his FY2018 budget. Clean Power Plan is Obama's key initiative that restricted GHG emissions at coal-fired power plants.[499] His March 28 executive order directed Scott Pruitt to review the Clean Power Plan.[500] He also lifted a 14-month-old halt on new coal leases on federal lands.[501]
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 American Pipelines: Dakota Access and the Keystone XL pipelines




On January 24, Trump signed three Presidential Memoranda regarding construction of pipelines; "Regarding Construction of American Pipelines" was his fifth memoranda, "Regarding Construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline" was his sixth and the seventh was "Regarding Construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline." These were intended to "will clear the way to government approval"[502] of the Dakota Access and the Keystone XL pipelines.[503] In a meeting with small business leaders on January 30, Trump clarified that one of the reasons for approving the pipelines was to insist that pipeline makers implement a made-in-America approach.[504] He revealed how the federal government could exercise eminent domain strategically in the appropriation of private land, to pressure pipeline makers to use American raw steel, for example.[504]
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 Deregulation on environmental policies and programs




Priebus also signed an order on January 24, temporarily delaying the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link]'s (EPA) 30 final regulations that were pending in the Federal Register[image: External link][505] until March 21, 2017."[506] Employees in the EPA's Office of Acquisition Management, received an email "within hours of President Trump's swearing in", from the new EPA administration, asking "that all contract and grant awards be temporarily suspended, effective immediately" which included "task orders and work assignments" until "further clarification."[419][507][420]

On March 29, 2017, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt overturned the 2015 EPA revocation and denied the 2007 administrative petition by the Natural Resources Defense Council[image: External link] and the Pesticide Action Network North America[image: External link] (PANNA) to ban the widely used Dow Chemical Company[image: External link]'s chlorpyrifos[image: External link].[508] The eight-year delay by the EPA to respond to PANNA, had resulted in a court case, PANNA v. EPA, in which EPA was ordered to respond by October 2015. EPA revoked "all tolerances for the insecticide chlorpyrifos"[509][510][508] and Pruitt overturned the 2015 decision.[508]

On March 29, 2017, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt overturned the 2015 EPA revocation and denied the administrative petition by the Natural Resources Defense Council[image: External link] and the Pesticide Action Network North America[image: External link] to ban chlorpyrifos.[508]


By reversing the previous administration’s steps to ban one of the most widely used pesticides in the world, we are returning to using sound science in decision-making – rather than predetermined results.

— Statement by Scott Pruitt, EPA, Administrator March 29, 2017



Accompanied by coal executives and coal miners, Trump signed a "sweeping executive order" on March 28, at the EPA. In his remarks he praised coal miners along with pipelines and U.S. manufacturing and addressed the coal miners directly, "Come on, fellas. Basically, you know what this is? You know what it says, right? You’re going back to work."[511] Trump instructed EPA "regulators to rewrite key rules curbing U.S. carbon emissions and other environmental regulations."[511]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Acts of the 115th United States Congress




Main article: List of Acts of the 115th United States Congress[image: External link]


By April 10 Trump had signed 21 Acts of Congress[image: External link] into law under the 115th United States Congress[image: External link]—laws 115-2 through 115-22. The GAO Access and Oversight Act of 2017[image: External link] (Pub.L. 115–3[image: External link],H.R. 72[image: External link]) was the second law Trump signed as President. The bill ensures that the Government Accountability Office (GAO) has full access to the database, National Directory of New Hires, to ensure that recipients of federal means-tested programs like Unemployment Insurance[image: External link], Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program[image: External link] (SNAP), Earned income tax credit[image: External link] (EITC), and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families[image: External link] (TANF) are eligible, thereby reducing government waste and increasing accountability.[512][513]
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 Congressional Review Act




Main article: Congressional Review Act


Beginning in January, the Trump administration used the 1996 Congressional Review Act (CRA) to overturn regulations—some of them major—finalized during the final months of Obama's tenure. By April 6 Trump had signed into law 11 resolutions of disapproval under the CRA after they were passed by the Republican majority in the House and Senate.[15][16] Under the Congressional Review Act, Congress can circumvent the Senate’s filibuster to overturn legislation issued in the last 60 days of the previous administration.[249]

On February 14 the Repeal of the Disclosure of Payments by Resource Extraction Issuers Rule[image: External link] (Pub.L. 115–4[image: External link], H.J.Res. 41[image: External link]) was signed, nullifying the Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] regulation known as the "Disclosure of Payments by Resource Extraction Issuers" rule.[514] The SEC regulation was mandated by the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act and which was similar to transparency initiatives adopted by the European Union and Canada.[515] Advocates argued that "Disclosure of Payments" rule prevented companies from bribing foreign governments and engaging in other forms of corruption. Those who argued for the its repeal, claimed that rule had placed an excessive burden on American companies and created a competitive disadvantage.[514]

On February 16, he signed the Repeal of Stream Protection Rule[image: External link] (H.J.Res. 38[image: External link] Pub.L. 115–5[image: External link])[256] which nullified the DOI[image: External link] regulation known as the Stream Protection Rule[image: External link][496][497]

On February 28 the Repeal of the Implementation of the NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007[image: External link] (H.J.Res. 40[image: External link] Pub.L. 115–8[image: External link]) was signed into law which overturned the Social Security Administration[image: External link] related to the implementation of the NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007[image: External link] which had amended the National Instant Criminal Background Check System[image: External link] to prohibit those with severe mental illness from possessing firearms.[516]

On March 27 Trump overturned the Bureau of Land Management[image: External link]’s (BLM) which nullified the "Waste Prevention, Production Subject to Royalties, and Resource Conservation", also known as "Methane and Waste Prevention" or "methane venting and flaring rule" which "limited venting, flaring, and leaks during oil and natural gas production".[517][518] with Bill (H.J.Res. 44[image: External link] Pub.L. 115–11[image: External link]) disapproved the DOI[image: External link] rule relating to Bureau of Land Management[image: External link] "regulations that established the procedures used to prepare, revise, or amend land use plans pursuant to the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976[image: External link]". On the same day he signed the "H.J.Res.37 - Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of Defense, the General Services Administration, and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration relating to the Federal Acquisition Regulation" (H.J.Res. 37[image: External link] Pub.L. 115–11[image: External link] ) which overturned the Federal Acquisition Regulation[image: External link] (FAR) "Fair Pay and Safe Workplaces"—known by its opponents as the "Blacklisting" Rule. On March 27 he also signed the ED State and Local Education Accountability Rules (H.J.Res. 57[image: External link] Pub.L. 115–13[image: External link]), which overruled the Department of Education rule relating to accountability and State plans under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965[image: External link] and the ED Teacher Preparation Rule (H.J.Res. 58[image: External link] Pub.L. 115–14[image: External link]) overturning the Department of Education[image: External link] relating to teacher preparation issues.

On April 13 he signed the law which overturned the HHS Title X[image: External link] Funding for Planned Parenthood Rule.[17]

On March 31 Trump signed the DOL[image: External link] Unemployment Insurance Drug Testing Rule (H.J.Res. 42[image: External link] Pub.L. 115–17[image: External link]) "disapproving the DOL rule relating to drug testing of unemployment compensation applicants."

He also signed the DOL[image: External link] Employee Retirement Income Security Act[image: External link] ERISA Exemption for State-Run Retirement Plans Rule and the DOL ERISA Exemption for Municipality-Run Retirement Plans Rules.

On April 3, Trump signed the Occupational Safety and Health Administration[image: External link] (OSHA) "Volks" Rule measure ( 115-21[image: External link] Pub.L. 115–21[image: External link]) which overturned the DOL[image: External link] "Clarification of Employer's Continuing Obligation to Make and Maintain an Accurate Record of Each Recordable Injury and Illness" enacted in December 2016.[519] On the same day he signed Public Law 115-22[image: External link] which overturned the December 2, 2016 FCC[image: External link] Privacy Rule relating to "Protecting the Privacy of Customers of Broadband and Other Telecommunications Services"[520] [521][522][523][524][16] and the Fish and Wildlife Service[image: External link] (FWS) Wildlife Management Rule (H.J.Res. 69[image: External link] Pub.L. 115–20[image: External link]) overturning DOI[image: External link] rule relating to "Non-Subsistence Take of Wildlife, and Public Participation and Closure Procedures, on National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska." Privacy advocates expressed concerned that Internet service providers[image: External link] (ISP)—including the largest ISPs, Comcast[image: External link], Verizon[image: External link], AT&T[image: External link], Time Warner[image: External link], Cox Communications[image: External link], and CenturyLink[image: External link] Charter Communications[image: External link] and others[525]—will create and monetize detailed customer data such as internet search history and without consent. Supporters included Republicans who regarded the rule as executive overreach and trade groups that represent Internet service providers.[526]
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 Speech to joint session of Congress




Main article: Donald Trump speech to joint session of Congress, February 2017


The 45th President of the United States, Donald Trump, gave his first public address[image: External link] before a joint session of the United States Congress[image: External link] on February 28, 2017. Trump announced the creation of the Office of Victims of Immigration Crime Engagement[image: External link] (VOICE).[527]
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 Protests




Main articles: Protests against Donald Trump and 2017 Women's March


Protests against Donald Trump have occurred both in the United States and worldwide following Donald Trump's 2016 presidential campaign, his electoral win[image: External link], and through his inauguration[image: External link].

On January 21, there were large demonstrations protesting Trump worldwide in 673 cities, with estimates for the global total at ~5 million people.[528][529] About half a million demonstrated in the Women's March on Washington (in Washington, D.C.).[529]

Day Without Immigrants 2017 and Not My Presidents Day were held on February 16 and 20, respectively. Later protests include the Tax Day March[image: External link] (April 15), March for Science (April 22), and People's Climate Mobilization[image: External link] (April 29).
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 Rallies




March 4 Trump rallies, organized by Trump supporters, were held throughout the United States on March 4.[530]
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 Media coverage




On February 16, Trump held an hour-and-a-quarter-long press conference to "update the American people on the incredible progress that has been made in the last four weeks since my inauguration." CNN described it as an "animated and unorthodox" intervention in which Trump appeared to be "deeply frustrated" by the way he was being portrayed by the media. The media has often described the administration as chaotic, while Trump claimed it was "running like a fine-tuned machine".[531] Trump said that "the stock market has hit record numbers .... there has been a tremendous surge of optimism in the business world, and ...a new Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]' poll which put his "approval rating at 55 percent and going up."[532] Trump dismissed polls that gave lower numbers.[533] When asked by an Associated Press journalist about Trump's performance at the press conference, Trump's supporters said he came across as the "champion of Middle America...taking on the establishment and making good on his campaign promises to put the country first."[534]

NBC News,[535] The Huffington Post/ YouGov[image: External link],[536] Gallup,[537] SurveyMonkey[image: External link],[538] Rasmussen Reports[image: External link],[539] the Associated Press/ NORC[image: External link], [540] Pew Research Center, [541] Quinnipiac University[image: External link],[542] The Economist/ YouGov[image: External link],[543]The Wall Street Journal,[544] Reuters/ Ipsos[image: External link],[545] and ABC News/The Washington Post[546] are among the organizations undertaking opinion polls on Trump's approval ratings.[image: External link]

An April meeting of thirty White House staff members—including Communications Director, Mike Dubke[image: External link], Jessica Ditto, and Kellyanne Conway—brainstormed on how to "repackage" the symbolic First 100 Days—which ends April 29—and to "rebrand Trump" by focusing on three main areas—prosperity, accountability and safety. The first includes "new manufacturing jobs, reduced regulations and pulling out of the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade deal", the second "swamp-draining campaign promises such as lobbying restrictions" and the third "the dramatic reduction in border crossings and the strike in Syria".[547] Politico summarized this period as "marred by legislative stumbles, legal setbacks, senior staff kneecapping one another, the resignation of his national security adviser and near-daily headlines and headaches about links to Russia."[547] CNN called it "largely win-less",[548] The Atlantic described its as a "disaster" marked by "chaos, confusion, and infighting" comparing it to Bill Clinton's in 1993[image: External link].[549] The Washington Times[image: External link] claimed the numerous mainstream media descriptions of Trump's "worst 100 days" failed to mention the accomplishments: the TPP withdrawal, the Keystone XL and Dakota Access Pipelines approvals, the proposed "streamlined budget" with a "Reagan-era increase to national defense", immigration laws enforcement "which decreased illegal border crossing by 40 percent in his first month", and Gorsuch's "incredibly smooth" nomination to the Supreme Court, the Dow Jones 20,000-point threshold, and rebounding manufacturing and mining jobs".[550]
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 Sean Spicer




Main article: Sean Spicer


Sean Spicer was named as Trump's White House Press Secretary on December 22, 2016, and his Communications Director[image: External link] on December 24.[551] after the resignation of Jason Miller[image: External link].[552] At his first official press conference, on January 21, Spicer criticized the media for underestimating the size of the crowds at the inauguration under Trump's direct orders.[553][554]

On February 1, Spicer held his sixth press briefing,[555] which for the first time included a number of Skype Seats as Chuck Todd[image: External link] had suggested on January 23.[556] Spicer fielded questions from Kim Kalunian ( WPRI[image: External link]) in Rhode Island, Natalie Herbick (Fox 8) in Cleveland, Ohio, Lars Larson[image: External link] of the Lars Larson Show and Jeff Jobe of Jeff Jobe Publishing, South Central Kentucky. CBS NEWS reported that some journalists labelled their questions as "softball", others welcomed them.[557][558] Spicer had also delivered a tense five-minute post-inauguration news conference on January 21.[559] The Skype solution helped resolve a concern about moving to a larger press room.[557][322] By February 13, Jim Hoft, from Gateway Pundit[image: External link] and the "freshly minted White House correspondent", 28-year-old artist Lucian Wintrich, were granted White House press credentials and attended the press conference with Trump and the Canadian prime minister, Justin Trudeau.[560][561]

On February 4, Melissa McCarthy[image: External link] lampooned Spicer on Saturday Night Live[image: External link].[562][563][564][565][566] On February 7, CNN reported that "President Donald Trump was disappointed with Spicer and with Priebus, who had recommended him.[567][568]

On February 24, journalists from The New York Times, The Los Angeles Times, CNN and Politico, The Los Angeles Times, and BuzzFeed were barred from Sean Spicer's small, off-camera press briefing or "gaggle", held in his office.[569][570] Conservative-leaning Breitbart News, One America News Network, and The Washington Times were invited along with Fox News, Reuters, Bloomberg News, CBS and Hearst Communications. Reporters from the Associated Press and Time walked out of the briefing in protest. Media outlets allowed into the gaggle shared full details of the briefing, including their audio, with the entire press corps.[570] Fox News "joined a complaint by the chair of the five-network television pool", although their journalist was not banned.[571] The White House Communications Agency[image: External link] (WHCA) lodged a complaint. Spicer explained that the White House is fighting against "unfair coverage."[570]


I think we're going to aggressively push back. We're just not going to sit back and let false narratives, false stories, inaccurate facts get out there.

— Sean Spicer on barring media from February 24 "gaggle"



On April 11, while defending President Trump's decision to bomb Syria, Spicer compared President Bashar al-Assad[image: External link] to Adolf Hitler[image: External link] and stated that even Hitler had not used chemical weapons on his own people during World War II[image: External link], ignoring the Germany's use of gas chambers during the Holocaust[image: External link]. Spicer apologized the next day, saying, "I got into a topic that I shouldn’t have, and I screwed up."[572]
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 Kellyanne Conway




Main article: Kellyanne Conway


By February 3, televised interviews by Kellyanne Conway, Counselor to the President[image: External link], were dominating the news cycle in the First 100 Days, according to the Washington Post claiming it was partly because of "misconstrued facts" and "falsehoods".[573] Examples include the February 2 interview on Hardball with Chris Matthews[image: External link], where she cited a fictitious incident involving two Iraqi refugees in Kentucky in 2011, who she claimed were the "masterminds behind Bowling Green massacre[image: External link] which she claimed was "brand new information" that had "very little [media] coverage."[574]

Conway promoted Ivanka Trump's business On February 9, on Fox & Friends[image: External link] in response to Nordstrom[image: External link]'s decision to drop her products.[575][576] Organizations filed formal ethics complaints against Conway for violating federal law prohibiting use of a federal position "for the endorsement of any product, service or enterprise".[577] Public Citizen[image: External link] asked the Office of Governmental Ethics[image: External link] (OGE) to investigate[578] and Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington[image: External link] filed a similar complaint.[579][580]
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 Investigations into Russian interference in the election




Main article: Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections


Three separate investigations on Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections include those undertaken by the FBI, the Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link] and the House Intelligence Committee[image: External link].[581]

On March 20, in a House Intelligence Committee public hearing FBI Director[image: External link] James Comey confirmed that the FBI has been conducting a broad counter-intelligence[image: External link] investigation of Russian interference in the elections starting in July 2016, which includes investigations into possible links between Trump associates and Russia.[582] Comey stated that the FBI has no evidence that corroborates Trump's March 4 wiretapping claim.[583] On March 22, Devin Nunes[image: External link], Republican chairman of the committee, held a press conference to reveal that, based on classified reports he had seen, U.S. intelligence agencies had incidentally collected communications of Trump's transition team, and that Trump associates' names were unmasked in the reports.[584][585]

The next House Intelligence Committee hearings will be closed and will include NSA Director Mike Rogers and Comey. Nunes canceled the public hearing with "former Acting Attorney General Sally Yates, former CIA Director John Brennan[image: External link], and former Director of National Intelligence James Clapper".[586][587] On April 6, 2017 Nunes temporarily recused himself from the Russia investigation as the House Ethics Committee[image: External link] began investigating claims that he improperly disclosed classified information. He called the allegations "entirely false". Mike Conaway[image: External link] (R-TX) will replace Nunes to lead the investigation.[588][589][590]
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 Re-election campaign




Further information: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2020


Trump filed a form with the FEC declaring his eligibility to run for re-election in 2020 within hours of his taking office. The first rally paid for by the campaign[591] took place at the Orlando Melbourne International Airport[image: External link] near Orlando, Florida, on February 18, 2017.[592] During the event, Trump defended his actions as President and criticized the media.[593] He also claimed that the migrant crisis[image: External link] had made countries like France, Germany, and Belgium unsafe. He added Sweden to the list and referred to an event that had happened "last night in Sweden".[594] According to The New York Times, while Trump "did not directly state, that a terrorist attack had taken place in Sweden", "the context of his remarks... suggested that he thought it might have."[595][596] The Guardian's Alexandra Topping speculated[595] that Trump might have been referring to Tucker Carlson's February 17 interview on Fox News with filmmaker Ami Horowitz[image: External link], whose then-recent documentary examines whether high crime rates in areas of Sweden is linked to its previous open-door policy on people fleeing war and persecution.[597] Aftonbladet[image: External link] published a satirical blog post detailing mundane events occurring on February 17 in Sweden.[596] Carl Bildt[image: External link], Sweden's former Prime Minister[image: External link], tweeted "Sweden? Terror attack? What has he been smoking? Questions abound."[598] The Swedish Embassy in Washington, DC[image: External link], requested clarification from the U.S. State Department.[595][599] On February 19, the Cabinet of Sweden[image: External link] requested an explanation from the White House. The Swedish Embassy in the United States[image: External link] tweeted to offer to inform the US administration in the future about Swedish immigration and integration policies.[600] On February 23, the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs[image: External link] published an article attempting to evaluate the "simplistic and occasionally completely inaccurate information" that had been disseminated about Sweden and the Swedish migration policy.[601] On February 19, Trump explained on Twitter that his statement was based on a February 17 televised Fox News show about immigration in Sweden.[599]

The campaign rally was the earliest such event by any incumbent U.S. President in history.[592]
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^ The President's budget is formulated with the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), currently led by Mick Mulvaney. According to the rules and legislation governing the federal budget process[image: External link], annual funding bills—appropriations bill[image: External link]—are submitted annually and have to be passed through Congress and the Senate and then signed by the President. Budget resolutions are under the jurisdiction of the United States House Committee on Appropriations[image: External link] and the United States Senate Committee on Appropriations[image: External link]
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List of executive actions by Donald Trump






United States presidents[image: External link] issue executive orders[image: External link] to help officers and agencies of the executive branch manage the operations within the federal government itself. Presidential memoranda[image: External link] are closely related, and like executive orders have the force of law on the Executive Branch, but are generally considered less prestigious. Presidential memoranda do not have an established process for issuance or publication; unlike executive orders, they are not numbered. A Presidential determination[image: External link] is a determination resulting in an official policy or position of the executive branch of the United States government. Presidential determinations may involve any number of actions, including setting or changing policy, or any number of other exercises of executive power.[1] A Presidential proclamation[image: External link] is a statement issued by a president on a matter of public policy[image: External link]. They are generally defined as, "the act of causing some state matters to be published or made generally known. A written or printed document in which are contained such matters, issued by proper authority; as the president's proclamation, the governor's, the mayor's proclamation."[2] A Presidential notice or a Presidential Sequestration Order can also be issued.[3][4]

Executive orders, Presidential memoranda, Presidential determinations, Presidential proclamations, Presidential notices, and Presidential Sequestration Orders are compiled by the Office of the Federal Register[image: External link] (within the National Archives and Records Administration[image: External link]) and are printed by the Government Printing Office[image: External link]. They are published daily, except on federal holidays[image: External link]. A free source of these documents is the Federal Register[image: External link], which contains government agency rules, proposed rules, and public notices.[5] There are no copyright[image: External link] restrictions on the Federal Register; as a work of the U.S. government[image: External link], it is in the public domain[image: External link].[6]

Listed below are executive orders[image: External link] beginning with order number 13765, Presidential memoranda, Presidential determinations, Presidential proclamations, Presidential notices, and Presidential Sequestration Orders signed by United States President Donald Trump.

Executive orders


Cumulative number of Executive Orders signed by Donald Trump







	Relative No.
	Absolute No.
	Title / Description
	Date signed
	Date published
	Date(s) effective
	FR Citation
	FR Doc. Number
	Ref.



	1
	13765[image: External link]
	Minimizing the Economic Burden of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act Pending Repeal
	January 20, 2017
	January 24, 2017
	January 20, 2017
	82 FR 8351
	2017-01799
	[7][8][9]



	2
	13766[image: External link]
	Expediting Environmental Reviews and Approvals for High Priority Infrastructure Projects[image: External link]
	January 24, 2017
	January 30, 2017
	January 24, 2017
	82 FR 8657
	2017-02029
	[10][11][12]



	3
	13767[image: External link]
	Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements[image: External link]
	January 25, 2017
	January 30, 2017
	January 25, 2017
	82 FR 8793
	2017-02095
	[13][14][15][16]



	4
	13768[image: External link]3
	Enhancing Public Safety in the Interior of the United States[image: External link]3
	January 25, 2017
	January 30, 2017
	January 25, 20173
	82 FR 8799
	2017-02102
	[17][18][19]



	5
	13769[image: External link]4
	Protecting the Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States
	January 27, 2017
	February 1, 2017
	January 27, 2017 – March 15, 2017
	82 FR 8977
	2017-02281
	[20][21]



	6
	13770[image: External link]
	Ethics Commitments by Executive Branch Appointees[image: External link]
	January 28, 2017
	February 3, 2017
	January 28, 2017
	82 FR 9333
	2017-02450
	[22][23][24]



	7
	13771[image: External link]
	Reducing Regulation and Controlling Regulatory Costs
	January 30, 2017
	February 3, 2017
	January 30, 2017
	82 FR 9339
	2017-02451
	[25][26][27][28]



	8
	13772[image: External link]
	Core Principles for Regulating the United States Financial System[image: External link]
	February 3, 2017
	February 8, 2017
	February 3, 2017
	82 FR 9965
	2017-02762
	[29][30][31][32][33]



	9
	13773[image: External link]
	Enforcing Federal Law with Respect to Transnational Criminal Organizations and Preventing International Trafficking
	February 9, 2017
	February 14, 2017
	February 9, 2017
	82 FR 10691
	2017-03113
	[34][35][36]



	10
	13774[image: External link]
	Preventing Violence Against Federal, State, Tribal, and Local Law Enforcement Officers
	February 9, 2017
	February 14, 2017
	February 9, 2017
	82 FR 10695
	2017-03115
	[36][37][38][39]



	11
	13775[image: External link]
	Providing an Order of Succession Within the Department of Justice[image: External link]
	February 9, 2017
	February 14, 2017
	February 9, 2017
	82 FR 10697
	2017-03116
	[40][41][42][43]



	12
	13776[image: External link]
	Task Force on Crime Reduction and Public Safety
	February 9, 2017
	February 14, 2017
	February 9, 2017
	82 FR 10699
	2017-03118
	[36][44][45][46]



	13
	13777[image: External link]
	Enforcing the Regulatory Reform Agenda
	February 24, 2017
	March 1, 2017
	February 24, 2017
	82 FR 12285
	2017-04107
	[47][48][49][50]



	14
	13778[image: External link]
	Restoring the Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing the "Waters of the United States" Rule[image: External link]
	February 28, 2017
	March 3, 2017
	February 28, 2017
	82 FR 12497
	2017-04353
	[51][52][53][54]



	15
	13779[image: External link]
	The White House Initiative to Promote Excellence and Innovation at Historically Black Colleges and Universities[image: External link]
	February 28, 2017
	March 3, 2017
	February 28, 2017
	82 FR 12499
	2017-04357
	[55][56][57][58]



	16
	13780[image: External link]5
	Protecting The Nation From Foreign Terrorist Entry Into The United States
	March 6, 2017
	March 9, 2017
	March 16, 20176
	82 FR 13209
	2017-04837
	[59][60][61]



	17
	13781[image: External link]
	Comprehensive Plan for Reorganizing the Executive Branch
	March 13, 2017
	March 16, 2017
	March 13, 2017
	82 FR 13959
	2017-05399
	[62][63][64][65][66]



	18
	13782[image: External link]
	Revocation of Federal Contracting Executive Orders7
	March 27, 2017
	March 30, 2017
	March 27, 2017
	82 FR 15607
	2017-06382
	[67][68][69][70]



	19
	13783[image: External link]
	Promoting Energy Independence and Economic Growth
	March 28, 2017
	March 31, 2017
	March 28, 2017
	82 FR 16093
	2017-06576
	[71][72][73]



	20
	13784[image: External link]
	Establishing the President’s Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and the Opioid Crisis[image: External link]
	March 29, 2017
	April 3, 2017
	March 29, 2017
	82 FR 16283
	2017-06716
	[74][75][76][77][78]



	21
	13785[image: External link]
	Establishing Enhanced Collection and Enforcement of Antidumping and Countervailing Duties and Violations of Trade and Customs Laws
	March 31, 2017
	April 5, 2017
	March 31, 2017
	82 FR 16719
	2017-06967
	[79][80][81][82]



	22
	13786[image: External link]
	Regarding the Omnibus Report on Significant Trade Deficits
	March 31, 2017
	April 5, 2017
	March 31, 2017
	82 FR 16721
	2017-06968
	[83][84][85][86]



	23
	13787[image: External link]8
	Providing an Order of Succession Within the Department of Justice
	March 31, 2017
	April 5, 2017
	March 31, 2017
	82 FR 16723
	2017-06971
	[87][88]



	24
	13788[image: External link]
	Buy American and Hire American
	April 18, 2017
	April 21, 2017
	April 18, 2017
	82 FR 18837
	2017-08311
	[89][90][91][92][93][94]



	25
	13789[image: External link]
	Identifying and Reducing Tax Regulatory Burdens
	April 21, 2017
	April 26, 2017
	April 21, 2017
	82 FR 19317
	2017-08586
	[95][96][97][98]



	26
	13790[image: External link]9
	Promoting Agriculture and Rural Prosperity in America
	April 25, 2017
	April 28, 2017
	April 25, 2017
	82 FR 20237
	2017-08818
	[99][100][101][102]



	27
	13791[image: External link]
	Enforcing Statutory Prohibitions on Federal Control of Education
	April 26, 2017
	May 1, 2017
	April 26, 2017
	82 FR 20427
	2017-08905
	[103][104][105][106]



	28
	13792[image: External link]
	Review of Designations Under the Antiquities Act[image: External link]
	April 26, 2017
	May 1, 2017
	April 26, 2017
	82 FR 20429
	2017-08908
	[107][108][109][110][111][112]



	29
	13793[image: External link]
	Improving Accountability[image: External link] and Whistleblower Protection at the Department of Veterans Affairs
	April 27, 2017
	May 2, 2017
	April 27, 2017
	82 FR 20539
	2017-08990
	[113][114][115][116][117][118]



	30
	13794[image: External link]
	Establishment of the American Technology Council
	April 28, 2017
	May 3, 2017
	April 29, 2017
	82 FR 20811
	2017-09087
	[119][120][121][122][123]



	31
	13795[image: External link]
	Implementing an America-First Offshore Energy Strategy
	April 28, 2017
	May 3, 2017
	April 28, 2017
	82 FR 20815
	2017-09083
	[124][125][126]



	32
	13796[image: External link]
	Addressing Trade Agreement Violations and Abuses
	April 29, 2017
	May 4, 2017
	April 29, 2017
	82 FR 20819
	2017-09156
	[127][128][129][130][131][132][133]



	33
	13797[image: External link]
	Establishment of the Office of Trade and Manufacturing Policy[image: External link]
	April 29, 2017
	May 4, 2017
	April 29, 2017
	82 FR 20821
	2017-09161
	[127][134][135]



	34
	13798[image: External link]
	Promoting Free Speech and Religious Liberty
	May 4, 2017
	May 9, 2017
	May 4, 2017
	82 FR 21675
	2017-09574
	[136][137][138][139][140][141][142][143][144]



	35
	13799[image: External link]
	Establishment of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity
	May 11, 2017
	May 16, 2017
	May 11, 2017
	82 FR 22389
	2017-10003
	[145][146][147][148][149]



	36
	13800[image: External link]
	Strengthening the Cybersecurity of Federal Networks and Critical Infrastructure
	May 11, 2017
	May 16, 2017
	May 11, 2017
	82 FR 22391
	2017-10004
	[150][151][152][153][154][155]




Presidential memoranda



	No.
	Title / Description
	Date signed
	Date published
	FR Citation
	FR Doc. Number
	Ref.



	1[image: External link]
	Regarding the Hiring Freeze
	January 23, 2017
	January 25, 2017
	82 FR 8493
	2017-01842
	[156][157][158]



	2[image: External link]
	Barring international non-governmental organizations that perform or promote abortions from receiving US government funding (Mexico City policy)
	January 23, 2017
	January 25, 2017
	82 FR 8495
	2017-01843
	[159][160][161]



	3[image: External link]
	Regarding Withdrawal of the United States from the Trans-Pacific Partnership Negotiations and Agreement
	January 23, 2017
	January 25, 2017
	82 FR 8497
	2017-01845
	[162][163][164]



	4[image: External link]
	Regarding Construction of American Pipelines
	January 24, 2017
	January 30, 2017
	82 FR 8659
	2017-02031
	[165][166][167]



	5[image: External link]
	Regarding Construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline10
	January 24, 2017
	January 30, 201710
	82 FR 866110
	2017-0203210
	[168][169][170][171]



	6[image: External link]
	Regarding Construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline[image: External link]
	January 24, 2017
	January 30, 2017
	82 FR 8663
	2017-02035
	[168][169][172][173]



	7[image: External link]
	Reducing Regulatory Burdens for Domestic Manufacturing
	January 24, 2017
	January 30, 2017
	82 FR 8667
	2017-02044
	[174][175][176][177]



	8[image: External link]
	Rebuilding the U.S. Armed Forces[image: External link]
	January 27, 2017
	February 1, 2017
	82 FR 8983
	2017-02282
	[178][179][180][181][182]



	9[image: External link]
	Plan to Defeat the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria[image: External link]
	January 28, 2017
	February 2, 2017
	82 FR 9125
	2017-02386
	[183][184][185][186]



	10[image: External link]13
	Organization of the National Security Council and the Homeland Security Council[image: External link]
	January 28, 201713
	February 2, 2017
	82 FR 9119
	2017-02381
	[187][188][189][190]



	11[image: External link]
	Fiduciary Duty Rule
	February 3, 2017
	February 7, 2017
	82 FR 9675
	2017-02656
	[191][192][193][194]



	12[image: External link]
	Implementing Immediate Heightened Screening and Vetting of Applications for Visas and Other Immigration Benefits
	March 6, 2017
	April 3, 217
	82 FR 16279
	2017-06702
	[195][196][197]



	13[image: External link]
	Appropriations request for Fiscal Year (FY) 2017
	March 16, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	[198][199][200]



	14[image: External link]
	Delegation of Authority Under the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017[image: External link] to the Secretary of State
	March 20, 2017
	April 10, 2017
	82 FR 17375
	2017-07331
	[201][202][203]



	15[image: External link]
	Regarding the Continuation of the National Emergency with Respect to South Sudan
	March 23, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	[204]



	16[image: External link]
	The White House Office of American Innovation[image: External link]
	March 27, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	[205][206]



	17[image: External link]
	Principles for Reforming the Military Selective Service Process
	April 3, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	[207][208]



	18[image: External link]
	A Letter from the President to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate (about the 2017 Shayrat missile strike)
	April 8, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	[209][210][211]



	19[image: External link]
	A Letter from the President to the President of the Senate (about the accession of Montenegro to NATO[image: External link])
	April 11, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	[212][213]



	20[image: External link]
	Delegation of Authority under the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017[image: External link] to the Director of the Federal Bureau
	April 12, 2017
	April 14, 2017
	82 FR 18077
	2017-07785
	[214][215]



	21[image: External link]
	Steel Imports and Threats to National Security
	April 20, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	[216][217][218][219][220]



	22[image: External link]
	Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act[image: External link]
	April 20, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	[221][222][223]



	23[image: External link]
	Orderly Liquidation Authority Review
	April 21, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	[224][225][226]



	24[image: External link]
	Financial Stability Oversight Council[image: External link]
	April 21, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	[227][228][229]



	25
	Aluminum Imports and Threats to National Security under the Trade Expansion Act[image: External link] of 19621112
	April 27, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	[230][231][232][233][234]




Presidential determinations



	No.
	Title / Description
	Date signed
	Date published
	FR Citation
	FR Doc. Number
	Ref.



	1[image: External link]
	Organization of the National Security Council, the Homeland Security Council[image: External link], and Subcommittees13
	April 4, 2017
	April 6, 2017
	82 FR 16881
	2017-07064
	[235][236][237][238][239]



	2[image: External link]
	Sanctions targeting the Iranian Central Bank[image: External link] Pursuant to Section 1245 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012[image: External link]
	May 17, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	[240][241]



	3[image: External link]
	Waiver of Jerusalem Embassy Act[image: External link], 2017
	June 1, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	[242][243]




Presidential proclamations



	Relative No.
	Absolute No.
	Title / Description
	Date signed
	Date published
	FR Citation
	FR Doc. Number
	United States Code
	Ref.



	1
	9570[image: External link]
	National Day of Patriotic Devotion, 2017[image: External link]
	January 20, 2017
	January 24, 2017
	82 FR 8349
	2017-01798
	N/A
	[244][245][246][247][248][249]



	2
	9571[image: External link]
	National School Choice Week, 2017[image: External link]
	January 26, 2017
	January 30, 2017
	82 FR 8791
	2017-02092
	N/A
	[250][251]



	3
	9572[image: External link]
	National African American History Month, 2017[image: External link]
	February 1, 2017
	February 6, 2017
	82 FR 9487
	2017-02559
	N/A
	[252][253][254]



	4
	9573[image: External link]
	American Heart Month, February 2017[image: External link]
	February 2, 2017
	February 7, 2017
	82 FR 9673
	2017-02655
	36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 101[image: External link]
	[255][256]



	5
	9574[image: External link]
	American Red Cross Month, 2017[image: External link]
	March 1, 2017
	March 6, 2017
	82 FR 12707
	2017-04503
	N/A
	[257][258][259]



	6
	9575[image: External link]
	Irish-American Heritage Month, 2017[image: External link]
	March 1, 2017
	March 6, 2017
	82 FR 12709
	2017-04504
	N/A
	[260][261][262]



	7
	9576[image: External link]
	Women's History Month, 2017[image: External link]
	March 1, 2017
	March 6, 2017
	82 FR 12711
	2017-04505
	N/A
	[263][264][265]



	8
	9577[image: External link]
	National Consumer Protection Week, 2017
	March 6, 2017
	March 9, 2017
	82 FR 13223
	2017-04859
	N/A
	[266][267]



	9
	9578[image: External link]
	National Poison Prevention Week, 2017[image: External link]
	March 17, 2017
	March 22, 2017
	82 FR 14809
	2017-05859
	N/A
	[268][269][270]



	10
	9579[image: External link]
	National Agriculture Day, 2017
	March 21, 2017
	March 24, 2017
	82 FR 15111
	2017-06080
	N/A
	[271][272][273]



	11
	9580[image: External link]
	Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of Greek and American Democracy, 2017[image: External link]
	March 24, 2017
	March 29, 2017
	82 FR 15605
	2017-06357
	N/A
	[274][275][276]



	12
	9581[image: External link]
	Cancer Control Month, 2017[image: External link]
	March 31, 2017
	April 5, 2017
	82 FR 16707
	2017-06940
	36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 103[image: External link]
	[277][278][279][280]



	13
	9582[image: External link]
	National Child Abuse Prevention Month, 2017[image: External link]
	March 31, 2017
	April 5, 2017
	82 FR 16709
	2017-06944
	N/A
	[281][282][283][284]



	14
	9583[image: External link]
	National Donate Life Month, 2017[image: External link]
	March 31, 2017
	April 5, 2017
	82 FR 16711
	2017-06945
	N/A
	[285][286][287]



	15
	9584[image: External link]
	National Financial Capability Month, 2017
	March 31, 2017
	April 5, 2017
	82 FR 16713
	2017-06946
	N/A
	[288][289]



	16
	9585[image: External link]
	National Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month, 2017[image: External link]
	March 31, 2017
	April 5, 2017
	82 FR 16715
	2017-06948
	N/A
	[290][291][292]



	17
	9586[image: External link]
	World Autism Awareness Day, 2017[image: External link]
	March 31, 2017
	April 5, 2016
	82 FR 16717
	2017-06949
	N/A
	[293][294][295][296]



	18
	9587[image: External link]
	National Crime Victims' Rights Week, 2017[image: External link]
	April 3, 2017
	April 6, 2017
	82 FR 16889
	2017-07065
	N/A
	[297][298][299][300]



	19
	9588[image: External link]
	Honoring the Memory of John Glenn[image: External link]
	April 5, 2017
	April 10, 2017
	82 FR 17377
	2017-07332
	N/A
	[301][302][303]



	20
	9589[image: External link]
	Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2017[image: External link]
	April 6, 2017
	April 11, 2017
	82 FR 17529
	2017-07471
	N/A
	[304][305][306]



	21
	9590[image: External link]
	Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 2017[image: External link]
	April 7, 2017
	April 13, 2017
	82 FR 17745
	2017-07578
	N/A
	[307][308]



	22
	9591[image: External link]
	National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 2017[image: External link]
	April 7, 2017
	April 13, 2017
	82 FR 17747
	2017-07580
	N/A
	[309][310][311]



	23
	9592[image: External link]
	National Park Week, 2017
	April 14, 2017
	April 19, 2017
	82 FR 18545
	2017-08071
	N/A
	[312][313][314][315]



	24
	9593[image: External link]
	National Volunteer Week, 2017[image: External link]
	April 21, 2017
	April 27, 2017
	82 FR 19611
	2017-08723
	N/A
	[316][317][318][319][320]



	25
	9594[image: External link]
	Days of Remembrance of Victims of the Holocaust, 2017[image: External link]
	April 24, 2017
	April 28, 2017
	82 FR 20235
	2017-08817
	N/A
	[321][322][323]



	26
	9595[image: External link]
	Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, 2017[image: External link]
	April 28, 2017
	May 3, 2017
	82 FR 20795
	2017-09073
	36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 102[image: External link]
	[324][325][326]



	27
	9596[image: External link]
	Jewish American Heritage Month, 2017[image: External link]
	April 28, 2017
	May 3, 2017
	82 FR 20797
	2017-09074
	N/A
	[327][328][329][330]



	28
	9597[image: External link]
	National Foster Care Month, 2017[image: External link]
	April 28, 2017
	May 3, 2017
	82 FR 20799
	2017-09075
	N/A
	[331][332][333]



	29
	9598[image: External link]
	National Physical Fitness and Sports Month, 2017[image: External link]
	April 28, 2017
	May 3, 2017
	82 FR 20801
	2017-09076
	N/A
	[334][335][336]



	30
	9599[image: External link]
	Older Americans Month, 2017
	April 28, 2017
	May 3, 2017
	82 FR 20803
	2017-09077
	N/A
	[337][338][339]



	31
	9600[image: External link]
	National Charter Schools Week, 2017
	April 28, 2017
	May 3, 2017
	82 FR 20805
	2017-09078
	N/A
	[340][341][342]



	32
	9601[image: External link]
	Small Business Week, 2017[image: External link]
	April 28, 2017
	May 3, 2017
	82 FR 20807
	2017-09079
	N/A
	[343][344][345]



	33
	9602[image: External link]
	Loyalty Day, 2017[image: External link]
	April 28, 2017
	May 3, 2017
	82 FR 20809
	2017-09082
	36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 115[image: External link]
	[346][347][348][349]



	34
	9603[image: External link]
	National Mental Health Awareness Month, 2017[image: External link]
	May 1, 2017
	May 4, 2017
	82 FR 21103
	2017-09209
	N/A
	[350][351][352]



	35
	9604[image: External link]
	Law Day, U.S.A., 2017[image: External link]
	May 1, 2017
	May 4, 2017
	82 FR 21105
	2017-09211
	36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 113[image: External link]
	[353][354]



	36
	9605[image: External link]
	National Day of Prayer, 2017[image: External link]
	May 4, 2017
	May 9, 2017
	82 FR 21673
	2017-09570
	36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 119[image: External link]
	[355][356][357][358]



	37
	9606[image: External link]
	National Hurricane Preparedness Week, 2017[image: External link]
	May 5, 2017
	May 10, 2017
	82 FR 21901
	2017-09632
	N/A
	[359][360][361]



	38
	9607[image: External link]
	Public Service Recognition Week, 2017[image: External link]
	May 5, 2017
	May 10, 2017
	82 FR 21903
	2017-09634
	N/A
	[362][363][364]



	39
	9608[image: External link]
	Military Spouse Day, 2017[image: External link]
	May 12, 2017
	May 17, 2017
	82 FR 22729
	2017-10159
	N/A
	[365][366][367]



	40
	9609[image: External link]
	Mother's Day, 2017[image: External link]
	May 12, 2017
	May 17, 2017
	82 FR 22731
	2017-10164
	36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 117[image: External link]
	[368][369][370]



	41
	9610[image: External link]
	National Defense Transportation Day, 2017[image: External link] and National Transportation Week, 2017[image: External link]
	May 12, 2017
	May 17, 2017
	82 FR 22733
	2017-10175
	


	36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 120[image: External link] (day)

	
36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 133[image: External link] (week)






	[371][372][373]



	42
	9611[image: External link]
	Peace Officers Memorial Day and Police Week, 2017[image: External link]
	May 15, 2017
	May 18, 2017
	82 FR 22875
	2017-10313
	


	36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 136[image: External link] (day)

	
36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 137[image: External link] (week)






	[374][375][376]



	43
	9612[image: External link]
	Emergency Medical Services Week, 2017[image: External link]
	May 19, 2017
	May 24, 2017
	82 FR 23989
	2017-10845
	N/A
	[377][378][379]



	44
	9613[image: External link]
	National Safe Boating Week, 2017
	May 19, 2017
	May 24, 2017
	82 FR 23991
	2017-10847
	36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 131[image: External link]
	[380][381][382]



	45
	9614[image: External link]
	World Trade Week, 2017[image: External link]
	May 19, 2017
	May 24, 2017
	82 FR 23993
	2017-10848
	N/A
	[383][384][385]



	46
	9615[image: External link]
	Armed Forces Day, 2017[image: External link]
	May 19, 2017
	May 24, 2017
	82 FR 23995
	2017-10850
	N/A
	[386][387][388][389]



	47
	9616[image: External link]
	National Maritime Day, 2017[image: External link]
	May 19, 2017
	May 24, 2017
	82 FR 23997
	2017-10851
	36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 128[image: External link]
	[390][391][392]



	48
	9617[image: External link]
	National Day of Prayer, Memorial Day, 2017[image: External link]
	May 24, 2017
	May 31, 2017
	82 FR 24823
	2017-11354
	36 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 116[image: External link]
	[393][394][395]



	49
	9618[image: External link]
	African-American Music Appreciation Month, 2017[image: External link]
	May 31, 2017
	June 5, 2017
	82 FR 25921
	2017-11773
	N/A
	[396][397][398]



	50
	9619[image: External link]
	Great Outdoors Month, 2017
	May 31, 2017
	June 5, 2017
	82 FR 25923
	2017-11774
	N/A
	[399][400][401][402]



	51
	9620[image: External link]
	National Caribbean-American Heritage Month, 2017[image: External link]
	May 31, 2017
	June 5, 2017
	82 FR 25925
	2017-11776
	N/A
	[403][404][405]



	52
	9621[image: External link]
	National Homeownership Month, 2017
	May 31, 2017
	June 5, 2017
	82 FR 25927
	2017-11778
	N/A
	[406][407][408]



	53
	9622[image: External link]
	National Ocean Month, 2017
	May 31, 2017
	June 5, 2017
	82 FR 25929
	2017-11779
	N/A
	[409][410][411]




Presidential notices



	No.
	Title / Description
	Date signed
	Date published
	FR Citation
	FR Doc. Number
	Ref.



	1[image: External link]
	Regarding the Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to South Sudan[image: External link]14
	March 23, 2017
	March 24, 2017
	82 FR 15107
	2017-06075
	[412][413]



	2[image: External link]
	Regarding the Continuation of the National Emergency with Respect to Significant Malicious Cyber-Enabled Activities, 2017[image: External link]15
	March 29, 2017
	March 31, 2017
	82 FR 16099
	2017-06583
	[414][415][416]



	3[image: External link]
	Regarding the Continuation of the National Emergency with Respect to Somalia[image: External link]16
	April 6, 2017
	April 7, 2017
	82 FR 17095
	2017-07238
	[417][418][419]



	4[image: External link]
	Regarding the Continuation of the National Emergency with Respect to Yemen[image: External link]17
	May 9, 2017
	May 10, 2017
	82 FR 21905
	2017-09635
	[420][421]



	5[image: External link]
	Regarding the Continuation of the National Emergency with Respect to to the Actions of the Government of Syria[image: External link]18
	May 9, 2017
	May 10, 2017
	82 FR 21909
	2017-09653
	[422][423]



	6[image: External link]
	Regarding the Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Central African Republic[image: External link]19
	May 9, 2017
	May 10, 2017
	82 FR 21911
	2017-09656
	[424][425]



	7[image: External link]
	Regarding the Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Stabilization of Iraq[image: External link]20
	May 16, 2017
	May 18, 2017
	82 FR 22877
	2017-10317
	[426][427][428][429]




Presidential Sequestration Orders



	No.
	Title / Description
	Date signed
	Date published
	FR Citation
	FR Doc. Number
	Ref.



	1
	Regarding the Budget for Fiscal Year 2018[image: External link]
	May 23, 2017
	May 26, 2017
	82 FR 24209
	2017-11076
	[430][431][432]




Discrepancies between White House versions and Federal Register versions

In February 2017, a review of presidential documents by USA Today showed that the White House posted inaccurate texts of Trump's executive orders on its website, conflicting with the official versions published in the Federal Register[image: External link]. Most of the differences were minor grammatical or typographic changes, but there were "two cases where the original text referred to inaccurate or non-existent provisions of law."[433] This raised concerns among advocates for government transparency[image: External link]; the executive director of the Sunlight Foundation[image: External link] said that the "last-minute edits" to the orders indicated problems with the Trump administration's "vetting, sign-off, and publication processes for executive orders."[433] The inaccuracies also prompted concern because the Federal Register versions of presidential documents are often published several days after they are signed, "meaning that the public must often rely on what the White House puts out."[433] In the order on ethics guidelines for federal appointees, the WhiteHouse.gov section cites "section 207 of title 28, United States Code," which Pro Publica found does not exist. The correct citation, made in the Federal Register version, is section 207 of title 18.[434]
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Notes



	
^ Presidential Directives[image: External link] are often classified and are not numbered among executive orders.

	
^ National Security and Homeland Security Presidential Directives[image: External link] address continuity of government in the event of a "catastrophic emergency" disrupting the U.S. population, economy, environment, infrastructure and government policy.

	
^ On April 25, 2017, United States District Judge[image: External link] of the United States District Court for the Northern District of California[image: External link] William Orrick III[image: External link] ruled that Trump exceeded his presidential authority when he signed EO 13768[image: External link] on January 25, 2017, directing his administration to withhold all federal funding from local jurisdictions deemed to be "sanctuary jurisdictions" including "sanctuary cities[image: External link]" by issuing a preliminary injunction[image: External link].[435][436][437][438]


	
^ Revoked by: EO 13780[image: External link], March 16, 2017.

	
^ Revokes: EO 13769[image: External link], March 16, 2017.

	
^ On March 15, 2017, Judge Derrick Watson[image: External link] of the United States District Court for the District of Hawaii[image: External link] issued a temporary restraining order[image: External link] enjoining the government from enforcing several key provisions of the order (Sections 2 and 6). By taking into account evidence beyond the words of the executive order itself, the judge reasoned the executive order was likely motivated by anti-Muslim sentiment and thus breached the Establishment Clause[image: External link] of the United States Constitution[image: External link]. On the same date, Judge Theodore Chuang[image: External link] of the United States District Court for the District of Maryland[image: External link] reached a similar conclusion (enjoining Section 2(c) only). The Department of Justice stated that it "will continue to defend [the] Executive Order in the courts".[439] Shortly following arguments from the state of Hawaii and the Department of Justice, the restraining order was converted by Watson into an indefinite preliminary injunction on March 29.[440][441]


	
^ Revokes: EO 13673[image: External link] of July 31, 2014, section 3 of EO 13683[image: External link] of December 11, 2014, and EO 13738[image: External link] of August 23, 2016.

	
^ Revokes: EO 13775 of February 9, 2017[image: External link] March 31, 2017.

	
^ Revokes: EO 13575[image: External link] (Establishment of the White House Rural Council[image: External link]) of June 9, 2011.

	
^ Revised: Revised Memorandum of January 24, 2017[image: External link], February 17, 2017. Document Citation:82 FR 11129. Document Number:R1-2017-02032.[image: External link]


	
^ Pub.L. 87–794[image: External link], 76  Stat.[image: External link]  872[image: External link], enacted October 11, 1962, 19 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1801[image: External link]


	
^ On April 26, 2017, Trump announced that he would not have the United States withdraw from the NAFTA Negotiations and Agreement. He will attempt to re-negotiate the agreement with Canada and Mexico[image: External link].[442]


	
^ Revokes: Presidential Memorandum of January 28, 2017[image: External link], April 5, 2017.

	
^ Continues EO 13664[image: External link], of April 3, 2014.

	
^ Continues EO 13694[image: External link], of December 28, 2016.

	
^ Continues EO 13536[image: External link], of April 12, 2010.

	
^ Continues EO 13611[image: External link], of May 16, 2012.

	
^ Continues EO 13338[image: External link], of May 11, 2004.

	
^ Continues EO 13667[image: External link], of May 12, 2014.

	
^ Continues EO 13303[image: External link], of May 22, 2003.
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Opinion polling on the Donald Trump Administration






Opinion polling on the Donald Trump administration has been regularly taken by universities, media outlets, and survey companies since the start of the Donald Trump presidency[image: External link]. Public sentiment on a number of Donald Trump's key actions and proposals has also been tracked.

Presidential approval ratings[image: External link] have revealed Trump to be the least popular US president in modern history[image: External link] as of the first several months of the term.[1][2][3][4] However, polls also reveal that he is the most popular US president in modern history among Republican[image: External link] voters, gathering larger approval rating than George W. Bush, George H. W. Bush and Ronald Reagan in their first months.[5] [6] In his first month, Donald Trump has an approval rating among Republican voters of 84%, compared to 82%, 82% and 78% in the first months of Bush Jr., Bush Sr. and Reagan respectively in the same demographic. This is dramatically negated by his approval ratings among Democratic[image: External link] voters, where he has 8% approval rating, compared to 30%, 46% and 39% for Bush Jr., Bush Sr. and Reagan respectively.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Graphical summary







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Job approval ratings





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2017





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 June






	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Approve
	Disapprove
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	June 9–11, 2017
	41%
	52%
	7%
	811
	telephone and online
	[7]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Associated Press/ NORC[image: External link]
	June 8–11, 2017
	35%
	64%
	1%
	1,068
	telephone and online
	[8]



	Texas[image: External link]
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	University of Texas[image: External link]/The Texas Tribune[image: External link]/ YouGov[image: External link]
	June 2–11, 2017
	43%
	51%
	---
	1,200
	online
	[9]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	June 4–6, 2017
	38%
	54%
	9%
	1,500
	online
	[10]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	June 2–6, 2017
	38%
	58%
	4%
	2,371
	online
	[11]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	May 31 – June 6, 2017
	34%
	57%
	9%
	1,361
	telephone
	[12]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Investor's Business Daily[image: External link]/TIPP
	May 30 – June 6, 2017
	37%
	55%
	1%
	903
	telephone
	[13]
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	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Approve
	Disapprove
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	May 26–30, 2017
	40%
	55%
	6%
	2,081
	online
	[14]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Fox News
	May 21–23, 2017
	40%
	53%
	7%
	1,011
	telephone
	[15]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	May 20–23, 2017
	39%
	51%
	11%
	1,500
	online
	[16]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	May 17–23, 2017
	37%
	55%
	7%
	1,404
	telephone
	[17]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Kaiser Family Foundation[image: External link]/PSRAI
	May 16–22, 2017
	37%
	58%
	3%
	1,205
	telephone
	[18]



	California[image: External link]
	All adults[image: External link]
	Public Policy Institute of California[image: External link]
	May 12–22, 2017
	27%
	67%
	6%
	1,690
	telephone
	[19]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	American Research Group[image: External link]
	May 17–20, 2017
	39%
	56%
	5%
	1,100
	telephone
	[20]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	May 14–18, 2017
	38%
	56%
	6%
	1,971
	online
	[21]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Monmouth University[image: External link]
	May 13–17, 2017
	39%
	53%
	8%
	1,002
	telephone
	[22]



	New York City[image: External link]
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	May 10–16, 2017
	22%
	74%
	4%
	1,019
	telephone
	[23]



	New Hampshire[image: External link]
	All adults[image: External link]
	University of New Hampshire[image: External link]
	May 5–15, 2017
	34%
	56%
	9%
	500
	telephone
	[24]



	Tennessee
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Vanderbilt University[image: External link]/PSRAI
	May 4–15, 2017
	52%
	42%
	3%
	1,004
	telephone
	[25]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	May 12–14, 2017
	40%
	54%
	6%
	692
	telephone and online
	[26]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link] (for Politico)
	May 12–14, 2017
	43%
	51%
	8%
	2,001
	online
	[27]



	Virginia[image: External link]
	All adults[image: External link]
	The Washington Post/Schar School of Policy and Government[image: External link]
	May 9–14, 2017
	36%
	59%
	5%
	1,602
	telephone
	[28]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	NBC News/The Wall Street Journal
	May 11–13, 2017
	39%
	54%
	7%
	800
	telephone
	[29]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	May 6–9, 2017
	41%
	51%
	8%
	1,500
	online
	[30]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	May 4–9, 2017
	36%
	58%
	6%
	1,078
	telephone
	[31]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link] (for Politico)
	May 4–6, 2017
	44%
	48%
	7%
	1,996
	online
	[32]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Investor's Business Daily[image: External link]/TIPP
	April 28 – May 4, 2017
	39%
	54%
	1%
	904
	telephone
	[33]



	New Hampshire[image: External link]
	All adults[image: External link]
	University of New Hampshire[image: External link]
	April 24 – May 4, 2017
	43%
	47%
	9%
	518
	telephone
	[34]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	April 29 – May 2, 2017
	43%
	47%
	11%
	1,500
	online
	[35]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	April 28 – May 2, 2017
	44%
	51%
	5%
	2,214
	online
	[36]



	New Jersey
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	April 26 – May 1, 2017
	35%
	56%
	9%
	1,209
	telephone
	[37]
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	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Approve
	Disapprove
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link] (for Politico)
	April 27–30, 2017
	48%
	45%
	7%
	1,998
	online
	[38]



	Minnesota[image: External link]
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Star Tribune[image: External link]/Mason-Dixon Polling & Research Inc.[image: External link]
	April 24–26, 2017
	40%
	51%
	9%
	800
	telephone
	[39]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Fox News
	April 23–25, 2017
	45%
	48%
	7%
	1,009
	telephone
	[40]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CNN/ ORC[image: External link]
	April 22–25, 2017
	44%
	54%
	2%
	1,009
	telephone
	[41]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CBS News
	April 21–24, 2017
	41%
	53%
	6%
	1,214
	telephone
	[42]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Kaiser Family Foundation[image: External link]/Princeton Survey Research Associates International
	April 17–23, 2017
	45%
	50%
	3%
	1,171
	telephone
	[43]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	NBC News/The Wall Street Journal
	April 17–20, 2017
	40%
	54%
	6%
	900
	telephone
	[44]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	ABC News/The Washington Post
	April 17–20, 2017
	42%
	53%
	5%
	1,004
	telephone
	[45]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	American Research Group[image: External link]
	April 17–20, 2017
	39%
	56%
	5%
	1,100
	telephone
	[46]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	April 17–18, 2017
	43%
	50%
	7%
	648
	telephone and online
	[47]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Huffington Post)
	April 17–18, 2017
	41%
	48%
	11%
	1,000
	online
	[48]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	April 12–18, 2017
	40%
	56%
	4%
	1,062
	telephone
	[49]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	April 13–17, 2017
	43%
	52%
	4%
	1,843
	online
	[50]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Marist College[image: External link]
	April 11–12, 2017
	39%
	49%
	12%
	869
	telephone
	[51]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	April 5–11, 2017
	39%
	54%
	6%
	1,501
	telephone
	[52]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CBS News
	April 7–9, 2017
	43%
	49%
	8%
	1,006
	telephone
	[53]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link] (for Politico)
	April 6–9, 2017
	48%
	47%
	5%
	1,988
	online
	[54]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	April 4–6, 2017
	40%
	54%
	---
	1,500
	telephone
	[55]



	Texas[image: External link]
	All adults
	Texas Lyceum
	April 3–9, 2017
	42%
	54%
	2%
	1,000
	telephone
	[56]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CNBC
	April 3–6, 2017
	39%
	48%
	13%
	804
	telephone
	[57]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	April 2–4, 2017
	40%
	48%
	11%
	1,500
	online
	[58]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	March 31 – April 4, 2017
	46%
	50%
	4%
	2,149
	online
	[59]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 30 – April 3, 2017
	35%
	57%
	8%
	1,171
	telephone
	[60]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Kaiser Family Foundation[image: External link]/Princeton Survey Research Associates International
	March 28 – April 3, 2017
	41%
	55%
	3%
	1,203
	telephone
	[61]
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	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Approve
	Disapprove
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	North Carolina[image: External link]
	All adults[image: External link]
	High Point University[image: External link]
	March 25–30, 2017
	36%
	54%
	10%
	416
	telephone
	[62]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Investor's Business Daily[image: External link]
	March 24–30, 2017
	34%
	56%
	1%
	904
	telephone
	[63]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	March 27–28, 2017
	40%
	53%
	7%
	677
	telephone and online
	[64]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	March 26–28, 2017
	35%
	59%
	---
	1,500
	telephone
	[65]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CBS News
	March 25–28, 2017
	40%
	52%
	7%
	1,088
	telephone
	[66]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	March 24–28, 2017
	44%
	49%
	7%
	1,646
	online
	[67]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	SurveyMonkey[image: External link] (for NBC News)
	March 24–28, 2017
	42%
	56%
	1%
	7,832
	online
	[68]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Associated Press/ NORC[image: External link]
	March 23–27, 2017
	42%
	58%
	---
	1,110
	telephone and online
	[69]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	McClatchy[image: External link]/Marist College[image: External link]
	March 22–27, 2017
	38%
	51%
	11%
	906
	telephone
	[70]



	New Jersey
	All adults[image: External link]
	Fairleigh Dickinson University[image: External link]
	March 22–26, 2017
	28%
	61%
	9%
	816
	telephone
	[71]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	March 22–26, 2017
	45%
	54%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[72]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	SurveyMonkey[image: External link]
	March 17–23, 2017
	42%
	56%
	2%
	12,306
	online
	[73]



	New Hampshire[image: External link]
	All adults[image: External link]
	American Research Group[image: External link]
	March 19–22, 2017
	31%
	61%
	8%
	600
	telephone
	[74]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 16–21, 2017
	37%
	56%
	7%
	1,056
	telephone
	[75]



	Utah[image: External link]
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	The Salt Lake Tribune[image: External link]/Hinckley Institute of Politics[image: External link]
	March 15–21, 2017
	54%
	41%
	5%
	605
	telephone
	[76]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	American Research Group
	March 17–20, 2017
	41%
	54%
	5%
	1,100
	telephone
	[77]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link] (for Politico)
	March 16–19, 2017
	50%
	44%
	6%
	1,927
	online
	[78]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	March 15–19, 2017
	49%
	51%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[79]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	March 16–18, 2017
	37%
	58%
	---
	1,500
	telephone
	[80]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	March 13–14, 2017
	41%
	49%
	11%
	1,500
	online
	[81]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Fox News
	March 12–14, 2017
	43%
	51%
	6%
	1,008
	telephone
	[82]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	March 10–14, 2017
	45%
	49%
	6%
	1,750
	online
	[83]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	March 10–14, 2017
	46%
	53%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[84]



	California[image: External link]
	All adults[image: External link]
	Public Policy Institute of California[image: External link]
	March 5–14, 2017
	31%
	61%
	7%
	1,685
	telephone
	[85]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	March 11–13, 2017
	39%
	55%
	---
	1,500
	telephone
	[86]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	March 10–12, 2017
	43%
	50%
	7%
	808
	telephone and online
	[87]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Kaiser Family Foundation[image: External link]/Princeton Survey Research Associates International
	March 6–12, 2017
	36%
	58%
	3%
	1,206
	telephone
	[88]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	SurveyMonkey[image: External link]
	March 3–9, 2017
	47%
	52%
	2%
	12,257
	online
	[89]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	March 6–7, 2017
	42%
	49%
	9%
	1,500
	online
	[90]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	March 5–7, 2017
	49%
	51%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[91]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	March 3–7, 2017
	48%
	46%
	6%
	1,662
	online
	[92]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	March 4–6, 2017
	43%
	51%
	---
	1,500
	telephone
	[93]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 2–6, 2017
	41%
	52%
	7%
	1,283
	telephone
	[94]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link] (for Politico)
	March 2–6, 2017
	50%
	45%
	6%
	1,992
	online
	[95]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Monmouth University[image: External link]
	March 2–5, 2017
	43%
	46%
	11%
	801
	telephone
	[96]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Suffolk University[image: External link]/USA Today
	March 1–5, 2017
	47%
	44%
	9%
	1,000
	telephone
	[97]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	SurveyMonkey[image: External link]
	March 1–5, 2017
	48%
	51%
	1%
	4,551
	online
	[98]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	March 1–5, 2017
	52%
	48%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[99]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CNN/ ORC[image: External link]
	March 1–4, 2017
	45%
	52%
	3%
	1,025
	telephone
	[100]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Investor's Business Daily[image: External link]
	February 24 – March 4, 2017
	41%
	53%
	1%
	909
	telephone
	[101]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	SurveyMonkey[image: External link]
	February 24 – March 2, 2017
	45%
	53%
	2%
	12,273
	online
	[102]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	February 27 – March 1, 2017
	52%
	48%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[103]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	February 25 – March 1, 2017
	41%
	50%
	9%
	1,500
	online
	[104]




  majority approve   plurality approve   majority disapprove   plurality disapprove


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 February






	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Approve
	Disapprove
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	February 24–28, 2017
	46%
	48%
	6%
	1,847
	online
	[105]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link] (for Politico)
	February 24–26, 2017
	50%
	45%
	5%
	2,000
	online
	[106]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	February 23–26, 2017
	51%
	49%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[107]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	SurveyMonkey[image: External link]
	February 17–23, 2017
	44%
	54%
	2%
	10,639
	online
	[108]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	February 21–22, 2017
	45%
	48%
	7%
	941
	telephone and online
	[109]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	NBC News/Wall Street Journal
	February 18–22, 2017
	44%
	48%
	8%
	1,000
	telephone
	[110]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	February 18–22, 2017
	43%
	46%
	11%
	1,500
	online
	[111]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CBS News
	February 17–21, 2017
	39%
	51%
	10%
	1,280
	telephone
	[112]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	February 17–21, 2017
	45%
	50%
	5%
	2,338
	online
	[113]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	February 16–21, 2017
	38%
	55%
	7%
	1,323
	telephone
	[114]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	American Research Group
	February 17–20, 2017
	43%
	51%
	6%
	1,100
	telephone
	[115]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link] (for Politico)
	February 16–19, 2017
	49%
	44%
	7%
	2,013
	online
	[116]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	McClatchy[image: External link]/Marist College[image: External link]
	February 15–19, 2017
	41%
	49%
	9%
	865
	telephone
	[117]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	SurveyMonkey[image: External link] (for NBC News)
	February 13–19, 2017
	43%
	54%
	2%
	11,512
	online
	[118]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Huffington Post)
	February 17–18, 2017
	41%
	47%
	12%
	1,000
	online
	[119]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	February 16–18, 2017
	41%
	55%
	---
	1,500
	telephone
	[120]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	SurveyMonkey[image: External link]
	February 13–17, 2017
	46%
	53%
	2%
	9,163
	online
	[121]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	February 15, 2017
	53%
	47%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[122]



	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	February 10–15, 2017
	38%
	56%
	6%
	989
	telephone
	[123]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] for The Economist
	February 12–14, 2017
	43%
	47%
	10%
	1,500
	online
	[124]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link]/Reuters
	February 10–14, 2017
	46%
	50%
	4%
	1,774
	online
	[125]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	February 7–12, 2017
	39%
	56%
	6%
	1,503
	N/A
	[126]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	February 8–11, 2017
	40%
	55%
	5%
	1,500
	telephone
	[127]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	February 10, 2017
	52%
	48%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[128]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link]/Politico
	February 9–10, 2017
	49%
	45%
	6%
	1,791
	online
	[129]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	February 9, 2017
	53%
	47%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[130]



	All adults[image: External link]
	The Des Moines Register[image: External link]/Selzer & Co.
	February 6–9, 2017
	42%
	49%
	9%
	802
	telephone
	[131]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	February 7–8, 2017
	43%
	53%
	3%
	712
	telephone
	[132]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Emerson College[image: External link]
	February 5–6, 2017
	48%
	47%
	5%
	617
	telephone
	[133]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	February 6, 2017
	53%
	47%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[134]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	February 3–6, 2017
	42%
	53%
	5%
	1,500
	telephone
	[135]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link]/Politico
	February 2–4, 2017
	47%
	46%
	7%
	2,070
	online
	[136]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CBS News
	February 1–2, 2017
	40%
	48%
	12%
	1,019
	telephone
	[137]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CNN
	January 31 – February 2, 2017
	44%
	53%
	3%
	1,002
	N/A
	[126]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Investor's Business Daily[image: External link]
	January 27 – February 2, 2017
	42%
	48%
	10%
	885
	telephone
	[138]




  majority approve   plurality approve   majority disapprove   plurality disapprove


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 January (post-inauguration)






	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Approve
	Disapprove
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	January 30–31, 2017
	47%
	49%
	4%
	750
	telephone and online
	[139]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	January 30, 2017
	53%
	47%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[140]



	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	January 27–29, 2017
	30%
	63%
	7%
	1,260
	telephone
	[141]



	New Jersey
	All adults[image: External link]
	Fairleigh Dickinson University[image: External link]
	January 25–29, 2017
	37%
	50%
	11%
	921
	telephone
	[142]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	January 27, 2017
	55%
	45%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[143]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	January 26, 2017
	59%
	41%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[144]



	Russian Federation[image: External link]
	N/A
	VTsIOM[image: External link]
	January 26, 2017
	71%
	N/A
	N/A
	1,800
	N/A
	[145]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	January 25, 2017
	57%
	43%
	---
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[146]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	January 24–26, 2017
	45%
	48%
	7%
	1,500
	telephone
	[147]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	January 23–25, 2017
	43%
	39%
	18%
	2,692
	online
	[147]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	January 20–25, 2017
	36%
	44%
	19%
	1,190
	telephone
	[148]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	January 23–24, 2017
	44%
	44%
	12%
	1,043
	telephone and online
	[149]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	January 22–25, 2017
	46%
	45%
	9%
	1,500
	telephone
	[150]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	January 20–24, 2017
	43%
	45%
	12%
	1,282
	online
	[151]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	January 20–22, 2017
	45%
	45%
	10%
	1,525
	telephone
	[152]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link] (for Politico)
	January 20–22, 2017
	46%
	37%
	17%
	1,992
	telephone
	[153]




  majority approve   plurality approve   majority disapprove   plurality disapprove
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 January (pre-inauguration)






	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Approve
	Disapprove
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Fox News
	January 15–18, 2017
	37%
	54%
	6%
	1,006
	telephone
	[154]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CBS News
	January 13–16, 2017
	37%
	48%
	15%
	1,257
	telephone
	[155]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	ABC News / Washington Post
	January 12–15, 2017
	40%
	54%
	6%
	1,005
	telephone
	[156]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	NBC News / Wall Street Journal
	January 12–15, 2017
	44%
	52%
	4%
	1,000
	telephone
	[157]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	January 5–9, 2017
	37%
	51%
	12%
	899
	telephone
	[158]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	January 4–8, 2017
	44%
	51%
	5%
	1,032
	telephone
	[159]
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	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Donald Trump favorable
	Barack Obama favorable
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	NBC News/Wall Street Journal
	April 17–20, 2017
	39%
	52%
	900
	telephone
	[44]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	April 13–17, 2017
	47%
	62%
	1,843
	online
	[50]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	March 24–28, 2017
	51%
	64%
	1,646
	online
	[67]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	February 28 – March 12, 2017
	43%
	60%
	3,844
	telephone and online
	[160]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	January 23–25, 2017
	45%
	54%
	2,692
	online
	[147]




  Trump more favorable   Obama more favorable
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 vs Chuck Schumer[image: External link]






	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Donald Trump favorable
	Chuck Schumer favorable
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	New York
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Siena College[image: External link]
	May 15–21, 2017
	30%
	57%
	770
	telephone
	[161]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	May 4–9, 2017
	35%
	25%
	1,078
	telephone
	[31]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 30 – April 3, 2017
	36%
	25%
	1,171
	telephone
	[60]



	New York
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Siena College[image: External link]
	March 19–23, 2017
	33%
	60%
	791
	telephone
	[162]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	February 25 – March 1, 2017
	40%
	26%
	1,500
	online
	[104]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	January 23–25, 2017
	45%
	26%
	2,692
	online
	[147]




  Trump more favorable   Schumer more favorable
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 vs Kellyanne Conway






	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Donald Trump favorable
	Kellyanne Conway favorable
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	February 7–8, 2017
	45%
	34%
	712
	telephone
	[132]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	January 23–24, 2017
	44%
	32%
	1,043
	telephone and online
	[149]




  Trump more favorable   Conway more favorable
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	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Donald Trump favorable
	Mike Pence favorable
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CNN/ ORC[image: External link]
	April 22–25, 2017
	45%
	46%
	1,009
	telephone
	[41]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	NBC News/Wall Street Journal
	April 17–20, 2017
	39%
	38%
	900
	telephone
	[44]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Fox News
	March 12–14, 2017
	44%
	47%
	1,008
	telephone
	[82]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	February 28 – March 12, 2017
	43%
	45%
	3,844
	telephone and online
	[160]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 2–6, 2017
	43%
	40%
	1,283
	telephone
	[94]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Suffolk University[image: External link]/USA Today
	March 1–5, 2017
	45%
	47%
	1,000
	telephone
	[97]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CNN/ ORC[image: External link]
	March 1–4, 2017
	45%
	47%
	1,025
	telephone
	[100]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	February 25 – March 1, 2017
	40%
	42%
	1,500
	online
	[104]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	NBC News/Wall Street Journal
	February 18–22, 2017
	43%
	42%
	1,000
	telephone
	[110]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	McClatchy[image: External link]/Marist College[image: External link]
	February 15–19, 2017
	38%
	43%
	1,073
	telephone
	[117]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	January 23–25, 2017
	45%
	44%
	2,692
	online
	[147]




  Trump more favorable   Pence more favorable
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 vs Nancy Pelosi[image: External link]






	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Donald Trump favorable
	Nancy Pelosi favorable
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	May 4–9, 2017
	35%
	31%
	1,078
	telephone
	[31]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 30 – April 3, 2017
	36%
	30%
	1,171
	telephone
	[60]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Fox News
	March 12–14, 2017
	44%
	33%
	1,008
	telephone
	[82]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	NBC News/Wall Street Journal
	February 18–22, 2017
	43%
	19%
	500
	telephone
	[110]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link] (for Politico)
	February 16–19, 2017
	47%
	29%
	2,013
	online
	[116]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	January 23–25, 2017
	45%
	27%
	2,692
	online
	[147]




  Trump more favorable   Pelosi more favorable
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 vs Paul Ryan






	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Donald Trump favorable
	Paul Ryan favorable
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	May 4–9, 2017
	35%
	24%
	1,078
	telephone
	[31]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	NBC News/Wall Street Journal
	April 17–20, 2017
	39%
	22%
	900
	telephone
	[44]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 30 – April 3, 2017
	36%
	28%
	1,171
	telephone
	[60]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 16–21, 2017
	36%
	27%
	1,056
	telephone
	[75]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Fox News
	March 12–14, 2017
	44%
	37%
	1,008
	telephone
	[82]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	NBC News/Wall Street Journal
	February 18–22, 2017
	43%
	34%
	500
	telephone
	[110]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link] (for Politico)
	February 16–19, 2017
	47%
	38%
	2,013
	online
	[116]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	January 23–25, 2017
	45%
	34%
	2,692
	online
	[147]




  Trump more favorable   Ryan more favorable
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	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Donald Trump favorable
	Vladimir Putin favorable
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	May 12–14, 2017
	40%
	8%
	692
	telephone and online
	[26]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	March 27–28, 2017
	41%
	9%
	677
	telephone and online
	[64]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	February 28 – March 12, 2017
	43%
	16%
	3,844
	telephone and online
	[160]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	February 7–8, 2017
	45%
	10%
	712
	telephone
	[132]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	January 23–24, 2017
	44%
	10%
	1,043
	telephone and online
	[149]




  Trump more favorable   Putin more favorable
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 Appointment of Neil Gorsuch to Supreme Court




In February 2017, Donald Trump nominated Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court of the United States.[136] Gorsuch was confirmed on April 7, 2017, by a 54–45 vote.[163][164]



	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Support
	Oppose
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	April 12–18, 2017
	49%
	36%
	15%
	1,062
	telephone
	[165]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 30 – April 3, 2017
	48%
	35%
	17%
	1,171
	telephone
	[166]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	February 16–21, 2017
	50%
	31%
	19%
	1,323
	telephone
	[167]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Emerson College[image: External link]
	February 5–6, 2017
	52%
	32%
	16%
	617
	telephone
	[133]




  majority support   plurality support   majority oppose   plurality oppose
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 Withdrawal from the Paris Agreement on climate change




On June 1, 2017, Donald Trump announced that the United States would withdraw from the Paris Agreement on climate change. [168]



	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Support
	Oppose
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	June 4–6, 2017
	32%
	50%
	18%
	1,500
	online
	[10]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	June 1–6, 2017
	32%
	62%
	6%
	1,361
	telephone
	[12]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	ABC News/Washington Post
	June 2–4, 2017
	28%
	59%
	13%
	527
	telephone
	[169]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Princeton Survey Research Associates International
	June 1–4, 2017
	34%
	54%
	8%
	1,003
	telephone
	[170]
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 Appointment of Steve Bannon to NSC




In January 2017 Donald Trump appointed Steve Bannon to the principals committee of the National Security Council[image: External link].[139]



	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Support
	Oppose
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	January 30–31, 2017
	34%
	44%
	23%
	750
	telephone and online
	[139]




  majority support   plurality support   majority oppose   plurality oppose
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 Climate change regulations repeal




Donald Trump has pledged to repeal certain U.S. government regulations intended to address climate change.[171]



	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Support
	Oppose
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	May 4–9, 2017
	28%
	65%
	7%
	1,078
	telephone
	[172]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	April 12–18, 2017
	25%
	66%
	9%
	1,062
	telephone
	[165]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CBS News
	April 11–15, 2017
	38%
	51%
	---
	1,011
	telephone
	[173]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 30 – April 3, 2017
	28%
	62%
	10%
	1,171
	telephone
	[166]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 16–21, 2017
	29%
	63%
	8%
	1,056
	telephone
	[174]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 2–6, 2017
	29%
	62%
	9%
	1,323
	telephone
	[175]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	February 16–21, 2017
	27%
	63%
	10%
	1,323
	telephone
	[167]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	January 5–9, 2017
	32%
	59%
	9%
	899
	telephone
	[171]
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 Construction of border wall




In January 2017 Donald Trump ordered construction of a wall along portions of the Mexico–United States border.[176]



	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Support
	Oppose
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Fox News
	May 21–23, 2017
	32%
	65%
	3%
	1,011
	telephone
	[15]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for The Economist)
	May 6–9, 2017
	40%
	46%
	14%
	1,500
	online
	[30]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	May 4–9, 2017
	33%
	64%
	3%
	1,078
	telephone
	[172]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 30 – April 3, 2017
	33%
	64%
	3%
	1,171
	telephone
	[166]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	March 9–29, 2017
	36%
	56%
	7%
	1,526
	telephone
	[177]



	California[image: External link]
	All adults[image: External link]
	Public Policy Institute of California[image: External link]
	March 5–14, 2017
	25%
	72%
	3%
	1,690
	telephone
	[85]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	February 28 – March 12, 2017
	40%
	59%
	1%
	3,844
	telephone and online
	[160]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	SurveyMonkey[image: External link]
	March 1–5, 2017
	44%
	54%
	3%
	4,551
	online
	[98]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CBS News
	February 17–21, 2017
	39%
	58%
	3%
	1,280
	telephone
	[112]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	February 16–21, 2017
	37%
	60%
	3%
	1,323
	telephone
	[167]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	SurveyMonkey[image: External link] (for NBC News)
	February 13–19, 2017
	41%
	56%
	2%
	11,512
	online
	[118]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	February 7–12, 2017
	35%
	62%
	3%
	1,503
	telephone
	[178]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link]/Politico
	February 2–4, 2017
	48%
	42%
	10%
	2,070
	online interviews
	[136]



	N/A
	SurveyUSA[image: External link] (for San Diego Union-Tribune[image: External link])
	January 25, 2017
	43%
	48%
	8%
	500
	N/A
	[179]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link] (for Politico)
	January 20–22, 2017
	47%
	45%
	7%
	1,992
	telephone
	[153]



	Alaska[image: External link]
	N/A
	Alaska Dispatch News[image: External link]
	January 15, 2017
	37%
	55%
	8%
	750
	telephone
	[180]
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 Construction of Keystone Pipeline




In January 2017 Donald Trump ordered the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link] to permit construction of the proposed Keystone XL oil pipeline.[136]



	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Support
	Oppose
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	Canada
	All adults[image: External link]
	Angus Reid Institute[image: External link]
	February 16–22, 2017
	48%
	33%
	19%
	1,515
	online
	[181]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	February 7–12, 2017
	42%
	48%
	10%
	1,503
	telephone
	[182]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link]/Politico
	February 2–4, 2017
	48%
	37%
	15%
	2,070
	online interviews
	[136]
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 Deportation of illegal immigrants with criminal records




In an interview following his election, Donald Trump said illegal immigrants with criminal records should be deported.[183]



	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Support
	Oppose
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link] (for Politico)
	January 20–22, 2017
	72%
	20%
	8%
	1,992
	online
	[153]
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 Government employee staffing cuts




Donald Trump has proposed a 20-percent cut in parts of the U.S. Government[image: External link] workforce.[184]



	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Support
	Oppose
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	January 17–18, 2017
	54%
	27%
	19%
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[184]
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 Obamacare repeal




Donald Trump has called for the repeal of the Affordable Care Act ("Obamacare").[171]



	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Support
	Oppose
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	May 31 – June 6, 2017
	44%
	53%
	4%
	1,361
	telephone
	[185]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	May 17–23, 2017
	45%
	50%
	4%
	1,404
	telephone
	[186]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	May 4–9, 2017
	44%
	53%
	3%
	1,078
	telephone
	[172]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	April 12–18, 2017
	44%
	53%
	2%
	1,062
	telephone
	[165]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 30 – April 3, 2017
	42%
	54%
	4%
	1,171
	telephone
	[166]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 16–21, 2017
	45%
	51%
	5%
	1,056
	telephone
	[187]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Kaiser Family Foundation[image: External link]/Princeton Survey Research Associates International
	March 6–12, 2017
	45%
	51%
	3%
	1,206
	telephone
	[88]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 2–6, 2017
	45%
	51%
	4%
	1,323
	telephone
	[175]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Public Policy Polling
	February 21–22, 2017
	43%
	51%
	6%
	941
	telephone and online
	[109]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	February 16–21, 2017
	43%
	54%
	3%
	1,323
	telephone
	[167]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Investor's Business Daily[image: External link]
	January 27 – February 2, 2017
	42%
	54%
	4%
	885
	telephone
	[138]



	Alaska[image: External link]
	N/A
	Alaska Dispatch News[image: External link]
	January 15, 2017
	51%
	39%
	10%
	750
	telephone
	[180]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	January 5–9, 2017
	48%
	47%
	5%
	899
	telephone
	[171]
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 Refugee restrictions




During his presidential campaign, Donald Trump called for the suspension of immigration to the United States from seven "terror prone" countries; in January 2017 he signed an executive order partially implementing that policy and halving annual U.S. refugee intake from 100,000 to 50,000.[171][188]



	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Support
	Oppose
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	YouGov[image: External link] (for HuffPost)
	May 25–26, 2017
	45%
	43%
	13%
	1,000
	online
	[189]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Gallup
	March 9–29, 2017
	40%
	46%
	14%
	1,526
	telephone
	[177]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 16–21, 2017
	42%
	52%
	6%
	1,056
	telephone
	[174]



	California[image: External link]
	All adults[image: External link]
	Public Policy Institute of California[image: External link]
	March 6–14, 2017
	37%
	58%
	5%
	1,487
	telephone
	[85]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	February 28 – March 12, 2017
	47%
	52%
	1%
	3,844
	telephone and online
	[160]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	March 2–6, 2017
	42%
	51%
	7%
	1,323
	telephone
	[175]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link]/Politico
	February 2–4, 2017
	55%
	38%
	7%
	2,070
	online interviews
	[136]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	CBS News
	February 1–2, 2017
	45%
	51%
	4%
	1,019
	telephone
	[137]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Investor's Business Daily[image: External link]
	January 27 – February 2, 2017
	51%
	48%
	1%
	885
	telephone
	[138]



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Ipsos[image: External link] (for Reuters)
	January 30–31, 2017
	49%
	41%
	10%
	1,201
	online
	[190]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	January 25–26, 2017
	57%
	32%
	11%
	1,000
	telephone and online
	[191]



	Utah[image: External link]
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	University of Utah[image: External link]
	January 9–16, 2017
	40%
	55%
	5%
	605
	N/A
	[192]



	United States
	All adults[image: External link]
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	January 5–9, 2017
	48%
	42%
	10%
	899
	telephone
	[171]
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 Sanctuary city funding




In January 2017, Donald Trump issued an executive order that would block federal funding to "sanctuary cities[image: External link]".[136]



	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Support
	Oppose
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link]/Politico
	February 2–4, 2017
	55%
	33%
	12%
	2,070
	online
	[136]
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 UN funding




Donald Trump has said he plans to dramatically reduce United States funding to the United Nations[image: External link] and UN programs.[193]



	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Support
	Oppose
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	January 29–30, 2017
	50%
	33%
	17%
	1,000
	telephone and online
	[193]
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 Withdrawal from Trans-Pacific Partnership




In January 2017, Donald Trump withdrew the United States from the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade pact.[194]



	Area polled
	Segment polled
	Polling group
	Date
	Support
	Oppose
	Unsure
	Sample size
	Polling method
	Source



	United States
	Registered voters[image: External link]
	Morning Consult[image: External link]/Politico
	February 2–4, 2017
	47%
	33%
	20%
	2,070
	online interviews
	[136]



	United States
	Likely voters[image: External link]
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]
	January 26, 2017
	56%
	27%
	17%
	1,500
	telephone and online
	[194]
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 See also





	United States presidential approval rating[image: External link]
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List of federal judges appointed by Donald Trump






Following is a comprehensive list of all Article III[image: External link] and Article IV[image: External link] United States federal judges appointed by President Donald Trump during his presidency, as well as a partial list of Article I[image: External link] federal judicial appointments, excluding appointments to the District of Columbia[image: External link] judiciary.[1]

As of June 7, 2017, the total number of Trump Article III[image: External link] judgeship nominees to be confirmed by the United States Senate is 2, including 1 justice to the Supreme Court of the United States, 1 judge to the United States Courts of Appeals[image: External link], 0 judges to the United States district courts[image: External link], and 0 judges to the United States Court of International Trade[image: External link].[2] The number of nominations currently awaiting Senate action is 13.[3] There are currently no vacancies on the Supreme Court of the United States, but there are 19 vacancies on the United States Courts of Appeals, 104 vacancies on the United States district courts, 2 vacancies on the United States Court of International Trade,[3] and 22 announced federal judicial vacancies that will occur before the end of Trump's first term.[4] Trump has not made any recess appointments[image: External link] to the federal courts.

In terms of Article I[image: External link] courts, Trump has made 0 appointments to the United States Tax Court[image: External link], 0 appointments and 2 pending nominations to the United States Court of Federal Claims[image: External link], 0 appointments and 3 pending nominations to the United States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims[image: External link], 0 appointments to the United States Court of Military Commission Review[image: External link], and 0 appointments to the United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces[image: External link]. He has also not elevated any chief judges of the Court of Federal Claims.

On the Article IV[image: External link] territorial courts[image: External link], he has made 0 appointments and has elevated 0 judges to the position of chief judge.

United States Supreme Court Justices

Main article: Donald Trump Supreme Court candidates


     Denotes nomination pending before the Senate Judiciary Committee      Denotes nomination reported by the Senate Judiciary Committee





	#
	Justice
	Seat[image: External link]
	State
	Former Justice
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began

service
	Ended

service



	1
	Gorsuch, NeilNeil Gorsuch
	Seat 9
	Colorado[image: External link]
	Antonin Scalia
	February 1, 2017
	April 7, 2017
	54–45
	April 8, 2017
	Incumbent




Courts of Appeals

     Denotes nomination pending before the Senate Judiciary Committee      Denotes nomination reported by the Senate Judiciary Committee





	#
	Judge
	Circuit
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

status



	1
	Thapar, AmulAmul Thapar[image: External link]
	Sixth[image: External link]
	March 21, 2017
	May 25, 2017
	52–44
	May 25, 2017
	–
	–



	–
	Larsen, JoanJoan Larsen[image: External link]
	Sixth[image: External link]
	May 8, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Stras, DavidDavid Stras[image: External link]
	Eighth[image: External link]
	May 8, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Barrett, Amy ConeyAmy Coney Barrett[image: External link]
	Seventh[image: External link]
	May 8, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Bush, John K.John K. Bush[image: External link]
	Sixth[image: External link]
	May 8, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Newsom, Kevin C.Kevin C. Newsom[image: External link]
	Eleventh[image: External link]
	May 8, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Eid, Allison H.Allison H. Eid[image: External link]
	Tenth[image: External link]
	June 7, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Erickson, Ralph R.Ralph R. Erickson[image: External link]
	Eighth[image: External link]
	June 7, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Bibas, StephanosStephanos Bibas[image: External link]
	Third
	pending
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–




District courts

     Denotes nomination pending before the Senate Judiciary Committee      Denotes nomination reported by the Senate Judiciary Committee





	#
	Judge
	Court

[Note 1]
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

status



	–
	Nye, DavidDavid Nye[image: External link]
	D. Idaho[image: External link]
	May 8, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Palk, Scott L.Scott L. Palk[image: External link]
	W.D. Okla.[image: External link]
	May 8, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Friedrich, Dabney L.Dabney L. Friedrich[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	June 7, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Kelly, Timothy J.Timothy J. Kelly[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	June 7, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	McFadden, Trevor N.Trevor N. McFadden[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	June 7, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Boom, Claria HornClaria Horn Boom[image: External link]
	E.D. Ky.[image: External link]

W.D. Ky.[image: External link]
	June 12, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Moorer, Terry F.Terry F. Moorer[image: External link]
	M.D. Ala.[image: External link]
	pending
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–




United States Court of International Trade (Article III)

     Denotes nomination pending before the Senate Judiciary Committee      Denotes nomination reported by the Senate Judiciary Committee





	#
	Judge
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

status



	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–




Specialty courts (Article I)

United States Tax Court

     Denotes nomination pending before the Senate Finance Committee      Denotes nomination reported by the Senate Finance Committee



	#
	Judge
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

status



	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–




United States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims

     Denotes nomination pending before the Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee      Denotes nomination reported by the Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee





	#
	Judge
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

status



	–
	Allen, Michael P.Michael P. Allen[image: External link]
	June 7, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Meredith, Amanda L.Amanda L. Meredith[image: External link]
	June 7, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Toth, Joseph L.Joseph L. Toth
	June 7, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–




United States Court of Military Commission Review

     Denotes nomination pending before the Senate Armed Services Committee      Denotes nomination reported by the Senate Armed Services Committee



	#
	Judge
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

status



	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–




United States Court of Federal Claims

     Denotes nomination pending before the Senate Judiciary Committee      Denotes nomination reported by the Senate Judiciary Committee





	#
	Judge
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

status



	–
	Schiff, Damien M.Damien M. Schiff[image: External link]
	May 8, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	–
	Schwartz, Stephen S.Stephen S. Schwartz[image: External link]
	June 7, 2017
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–




United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces

     Denotes nomination pending before the Senate Armed Services Committee      Denotes nomination reported by the Senate Armed Services Committee



	#
	Judge
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

status



	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–




Territorial courts (Article IV)

     Denotes nomination pending before the Senate Judiciary Committee      Denotes nomination reported by the Senate Judiciary Committee





	#
	Judge
	Court

[Note 2]
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

status



	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
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Neil Gorsuch Supreme Court Nomination






After his nomination on January 31, 2017, Neil Gorsuch was confirmed by the Senate on April 7, 2017.[2] Gorsuch, age 49, is the youngest sitting Supreme Court justice since Clarence Thomas.[3] In February 2016, U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice[image: External link] Antonin Scalia died, leaving a vacancy on the highest federal court in the United States. Article II of the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] requires the president to nominate justices to the Supreme Court, subject to the "advice and consent[image: External link]" of the United States Senate.[4] President Barack Obama, a Democrat[image: External link], nominated[image: External link] Merrick Garland[image: External link] to fill the vacancy. U.S. Senate majority leader[image: External link] Mitch McConnell[image: External link], a Republican[image: External link], citing the fact that the presidential election cycle having already commenced made the appointment of the next justice a political issue to be decided by voters, refused to bring the Garland nomination to the Senate floor for a vote. McConnell's action held the Supreme Court vacancy open through the end of President Obama's tenure.

On January 31, 2017, newly-inaugurated President Donald Trump announced his selection of Judge Neil Gorsuch for the vacant position of Associate Justice, and transmitted this nomination to the Senate the following day. After hearings before the Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link], the nomination was sent to the Senate floor on April 4, 2017. When nominated, Gorsuch was serving as an active judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit[image: External link], to which he had been appointed by President George W. Bush and confirmed without opposition in the Senate. Democratic Senators then proceeded to filibuster[image: External link] Gorsuch's nomination, after which Republicans invoked the "nuclear option[image: External link]", eliminating the filibuster with respect to Supreme Court nominees.[5] On April 7, 2017, the Senate confirmed Gorsuch's nomination to the Supreme Court with a 54–45 vote, with three Democrats joining all the Republicans in attendance. Gorsuch took office in a private ceremony on April 7.[6] On April 17, 2017, Gorsuch heard his first case as the 101st associate justice of the Court.[7]
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 Death of Justice Antonin Scalia




In 1986, President Ronald Reagan nominated then D.C. Circuit Judge Antonin Scalia to the Supreme Court to fill the associate justice vacancy caused by the retirement of Chief Justice[image: External link] Burger[image: External link] and the appointment as Chief Justice of then-Associate Justice William H. Rehnquist[image: External link]. Scalia was unanimously confirmed by the Senate and became a part of the court's conservative bloc, often supporting originalist[image: External link] and textualist[image: External link] positions.[8]

On February 13, 2016, Justice Scalia was found dead on a Texas ranch.[9][10] Scalia's death marked only the second time in sixty years that a Supreme Court justice had died in office, the other being Chief Justice Rehnquist[image: External link] in 2005.[11] Scalia's death was the seventh occasion since 1900 in which a seat on the Supreme Court of the United States was vacant during a year in which a presidential election[image: External link] was set to occur.[12]

One hour after Scalia’s death was confirmed, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell[image: External link] (R-KY) announced that the Senate would not consider any replacement nominated by President Barack Obama.[13]
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 Nomination of Judge Merrick Garland




Main article: Merrick Garland Supreme Court nomination[image: External link]


When Scalia died, President Barack Obama was a member of the Democratic Party, while the Republican Party held a 54–46 seat majority in the Senate.[14] Because of the composition of the Supreme Court at the time of Scalia's death, and the belief that President Obama could replace Scalia with a much more liberal successor, some believed that an Obama appointee could potentially swing the Court in a liberal direction for many years to come, with potentially far-reaching political consequences.[15] President Obama ultimately nominated[image: External link] Merrick Garland[image: External link] on March 16, 2016. The Republican-controlled Senate refused to consider Garland's nomination for 293 days, until it expired when the 114th Congress[image: External link] adjourned in January 2017.[16] The defeat[image: External link] of Garland's nomination left Scalia's seat vacant when President Trump took office in January 2017. Many Democrats reacted angrily to the Senate's refusal to consider Garland, with Senator Jeff Merkley[image: External link] (Democrat from Oregon) describing the vacant seat as a "stolen seat."[17] However, Republicans such as Iowa Senator Chuck Grassley[image: External link] argued that the Senate was within its rights to refuse to consider a nominee until the inauguration of a new president.[18]
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 Nomination
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 Candidates




During the 2016 presidential campaign[image: External link], while Garland remained before the Senate, Trump released two lists of potential nominees. On May 18, 2016, Trump released a short list of eleven judges for nomination to the Scalia vacancy.[19]

In September 2016, Trump released a second list of ten possible nominees, this time including three minorities.[20] Both lists were assembled by the Federalist Society[image: External link] and the Heritage Foundation[image: External link].[21] Leonard Leo[image: External link] of the Federalist Society played a major role in the creation of the second list, which included Gorsuch.[22] After winning the presidential election, Trump and White House Counsel Don McGahn interviewed four individuals for the Supreme Court opening, all of whom had appeared on one of the two previously-released lists.[21] The four individuals were federal appellate judges Thomas Hardiman[image: External link], William H. Pryor Jr.[image: External link], and Neil Gorsuch, as well as federal district judge Amul Thapar[image: External link].[21] All four had been appointed to the federal bench by President George W. Bush. While Pryor had been seen by many as the early front-runner due to the backing of Attorney General Jeff Sessions, many evangelicals expressed resistance to him, and the final decision ultimately came down to Gorsuch or Hardiman.[21] Hardiman had the support of Trump's sister, Judge Maryanne Trump Barry,[21] but Trump instead chose to nominate Gorsuch.[23]
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 Announcement




President Trump announced the nomination of Gorsuch on January 31, 2017. The nomination was formally transmitted to the Senate on February 1, 2017.[24] His nomination is now pending before the Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link]. At age 49, Gorsuch would be the youngest sitting Supreme Court justice since Clarence Thomas. Having clerked for Anthony Kennedy[image: External link], Gorsuch would also be the first Supreme Court Justice to have previously clerked for a Justice still sitting on the court.[25]

In July 2006, Gorsuch's nomination to the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit[image: External link] had been confirmed in the Senate by a unanimous voice vote[image: External link].[26] At the time of his nomination to the Supreme Court, Gorsuch was described as solidly conservative, but likely to be confirmed without much difficulty.[27][28][29] Richard Primus of Politico described Gorsuch as "Scalia 2.0" due to ideological similarities,[30] and a report prepared by Lee Epstein, Andrew Martin, and Kevin Quinn predicted that Gorsuch would be a "reliable conservative" similar to Scalia.[31]
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 Senate consideration
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 Committee




Gorsuch's nomination was first considered by the Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link], which holds hearings on all federal judicial[image: External link] nominations and decides whether or not to send nominations to the full Senate for a final confirmation vote.[32] The committee consists of 11 Republican Senators and 9 Democratic Senators, and is chaired by Republican Chuck Grassley[image: External link] (R-IA). In February 2017, the committee requested the Justice Department to send all documents they had regarding Gorsuch's work in the George W. Bush administration. As of March 9, 2017, the Justice Department had turned over more than 144,000 pages of documents and, according to a White House spokesman, more than 220,000 pages of documents in total had been sent to the committee.[33] Gorsuch's confirmation hearings started on March 20, 2017, and lasted four days.[34][35] On April 3, the Judiciary Committee approved Gorsuch by in an 11–9 in a party-line vote.[36][37]
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 Confirmation hearings




On the first day of hearings, Senators largely used their opening statements to criticize each other, with Ranking Member Dianne Feinstein[image: External link] (D-CA) complaining of the “unprecedented treatment” of Judge Merrick Garland[image: External link], while Colorado Senator Michael Bennet[image: External link] (D-CO) felt “two wrongs don't make a right”, with Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX) insisting President Trump's nomination now carried “super-legitimacy”.[38]

Democratic Senators repeatedly criticized Gorsuch for a case where the Tenth Circuit ruled in favor of a truck driver who had abandoned his trailer in inclement conditions, with Senator Dick Durbin[image: External link] (D-IL) telling Gorsuch the weather was “not as cold as your dissent”.[38] In his own 16-minute opening statement, Gorsuch repeated his belief that a judge who likes all his rulings is “probably a pretty bad judge”, and noted that his large record included many examples where he ruled both for and against disadvantaged groups.[38]

On the second day of hearings Gorsuch responded to questions by committee members. When Chairman Chuck Grassley[image: External link] (R-IA) asked Gorsuch if he would “have any trouble ruling against the president who appointed you”, Gorsuch replied, no, and “that’s a softball”.[39] Senator Cruz used his time to ask Gorsuch about The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy[image: External link], basketball, and mutton busting[image: External link].[39] When asked by Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) how he would have reacted if during his interview at Trump Tower the President had asked him to vote against Roe v. Wade, Gorsuch replied “I would have walked out the door”.[39]

Democratic Senators continued to criticize Gorsuch on his dissent in the case involving a truck driver, with Ranking Member Feinstein asking him “will you be for the little men” and Senator Al Franken[image: External link] (D-MN) telling the judge his position was “absurd”, going on to say “I had a career in identifying absurdity” (in reference to his former career as a comedian).[39] Senator Patrick Leahy[image: External link] (D-VT) used his time to praise Judge Garland, criticize those policies of President George W. Bush that Gorsuch had defended at the Justice Department, and to ask Gorsuch how he would rule in Washington v. Trump[image: External link]. He refused to comment on active litigation, explained that Justice Department lawyers must defend their client, but did say that Garland is “an outstanding judge” and that Gorsuch always reads his opinions with “special care”.[39]

On the third day of hearings Gorsuch continued to answer questions by committee members. Senator Orrin Hatch (R-UT) asked Gorsuch if “you think your writings reflect a knee-jerk attitude against common-sense regulations”, to which the judge replied “no”.[40] In response to Senator Sheldon Whitehouse[image: External link] (D-RI)'s question of if the judge would be subject to agency capture[image: External link] by big business, Gorsuch replied “nobody will capture me”.[41] Franken laughed out loud after Senator Jeff Flake[image: External link] (R-AZ) asked Gorsuch if he had ever served on a jury; Gorsuch said he had. Flake then asked Gorsuch if he would rather fight “100 duck-sized horses or one horse-size duck”, to which Gorsuch avoided giving a firm answer.[40]

Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) told Gorsuch he employed only “selective originalism[image: External link]”.[clarification needed[image: External link]][41] He replied to a question by Ranking Member Feinstein on the Equal Protection Clause[image: External link] by saying, “no one is looking to return us to horse and buggy days” and that “it matters not a whit that some of the drafters of the Fourteenth Amendment were racists. Because they were. Or sexists, because they were. The law they drafted promises equal protection of the laws to all persons. That’s what they wrote.”[41]

During Wednesday's hearings, the Supreme Court unanimously reversed the Tenth Circuit in an Individuals with Disabilities Education Act[image: External link] case Gorsuch had not been involved in, although in 2008 he had written for a unanimous panel applying the same circuit precedent.[41] Still, Senate Minority Leader Charles Schumer[image: External link] (D-NY) said this demonstrated “a continued, troubling pattern of Judge Gorsuch deciding against everyday Americans - even children who require special assistance at school”.[41]



	Confirmation Hearing Witnesses for Neil Gorsuch



	Date
	Witnesses
	Role
	Notes



	March 20
	Michael Bennet[image: External link], Senator (D-CO)
	Introducer, home state senator
	Testimony.[a]



	Cory Gardner[image: External link], Senator (R-CO)
	Introducer, home state senator
	Testimony.[b]



	Neal Katyal[image: External link], Former Acting Solicitor General[image: External link] (May 2010-June 2011)
	Introducer
	Testimony.[c]



	Neil Gorsuch
	Nominee
	Testimony.[d]



	



	March 21



	



	



	March 22
	



	March 23
	Nancy Scott Degan, Chair, American Bar Association[image: External link] Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary[image: External link]
	Congressional witness
	Testimony.[e]



	Shannon Edwards, Member, American Bar Association[image: External link] Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary[image: External link]
	Congressional witness



	Deanell Reece Tacha[image: External link], Pepperdine University School of Law[image: External link] Duane And Kelly Roberts Dean And Professor Of Law, U.S. Court Of Appeals Judge[image: External link] (Retired)
	Republican[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[f]



	Robert Harlan Henry[image: External link], President of Oklahoma City University[image: External link], U.S. Court Of Appeals Judge[image: External link] (Retired)
	Republican[image: External link] witness
	



	John L. Kane Jr.[image: External link], United States federal judge[image: External link], United States District Court for the District of Colorado[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link] witness
	



	Leah Bressack, former law clerk
	Republican[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[g]



	Elisa Massimino, President and CEO, Human Rights First[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[h]



	Jameel Jaffer[image: External link], Executive Director, Columbia University[image: External link]/Knight First Amendment Institute
	Democratic[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[i]



	Jeff Perkins
	Democratic[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[j]



	Guerino J. Calemine, III, General Counsel, Communication Workers of America[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[k]



	Jeff Lamken, Partner, MoloLamken
	Republican[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[l]



	Lawrence Solum, Carmack Waterhouse Professor Of Law, Georgetown University Law Center[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[m]



	Jonathan Turley, J.B. And Maurice C. Shapiro Professor Of Public Interest Law, The George Washington University Law School[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[n]



	Karen Harned, Executive Director, National Federation Of Independent Business Small Business Legal Center[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[o]



	Heather McGhee, President, Demos[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[p]



	Fatima Goss Graves, Senior Vice President For Program & President-Elect, National Women’s Law Center[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[q]



	Patrick Gallagher, Director, Sierra Club Environmental Law Program[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[r]



	Eve Hill, Partner, Brown Goldstein Levy
	Democratic[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[s]



	Peter Kirsanow[image: External link], Commissioner, U.S. Commission On Civil Rights[image: External link]; Partner, Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff
	Republican[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[t]



	Alice Fisher[image: External link], Partner, Latham & Watkins[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[u]



	Hannah Smith[image: External link], Senior Counsel, Becket Fund[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[v]



	Timothy Meyer, former law clerk
	Republican[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[w]



	Jamil N. Jaffer, former law clerk
	Republican[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[x]



	Kristen Clarke, President & CEO, Lawyers Committee For Civil Rights Under Law[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[y]



	Sarah Warbelow, Legal Director, Human Rights Campaign[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[z]



	Amy Hagstrom Miller, President, CEO, & Founder, Whole Woman’s Health
	Democratic[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[aa]



	William Marshall, William Rand Kenan Jr. Distinguished Professor Of Law, University Of North Carolina[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[ab]



	Sandy Phillips
	Democratic[image: External link] witness
	Testimony.[ac]
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 Full Senate




Gorsuch needed to win a simple majority vote of the full Senate to be confirmed, but the opposition could prevent a vote through a filibuster[image: External link], which required a 60-vote super-majority to be defeated. At the time of the Gorsuch nomination, Republicans held 52 seats in the 100-seat chamber, as well as the potential tie-breaking vote[image: External link] in Vice President Pence.[42] After nominating Gorsuch, President Trump called on the Senate to use the "nuclear option[image: External link]" and abolish the filibuster for Supreme Court appointments if its continued existence would prevent Gorsuch's confirmation.[43] (The nuclear option was used in 2013[image: External link] to abolish filibusters for all presidential appointments except nominations to the Supreme Court.)

While some Republican Senators such as John McCain (R-AZ) expressed reluctance about abolishing the filibuster for executive appointments, others such as John Cornyn[image: External link] (R-TX) argued that the GOP majority should reserve all options necessary to confirm Gorsuch.[42] Other political commentators have proposed that GOP Senate leadership adopt a strategic use of Standing Rule XIX[image: External link] to avoid the elimination of the filibuster.[44][45]

During the last day of committee hearings, Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer[image: External link] (D-NY) announced from the Senate floor that he would filibuster the nomination.[46] Democratic opposition focused on complaints saying that Scalia's seat should have been filled by President Obama.[47][48] In addition, Democratic Senators Al Franken[image: External link] (D-MN), Bernie Sanders (D/I-VT), Elizabeth Warren[image: External link] (D-MA), and Kamala Harris (D-CA) criticized aspects of Gorsuch's record. Senator Jeff Merkley[image: External link] (D-OR) said he would do "anything in his power"—including the power of filibustering—to oppose Gorsuch's nomination.[49] Other Democratic Senators including Joe Manchin[image: External link] (D-WV),[50] Heidi Heitkamp[image: External link] (D-ND),[51] and Joe Donnelly[image: External link] (D-IN) support Gorsuch.[52]
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 Nuclear option




On April 6, 2017, Democrats filibustered[image: External link] (prevented cloture[image: External link] of) the confirmation vote of Gorsuch. The Senate Republicans invoked the so-called "nuclear option[image: External link]" and changed the Senate rules to end fillibusters for Supreme Court nominees. After the change to Senate rules, Senate Republicans along with four Senate Democrats (Joe Manchin[image: External link] (D-WV), Heidi Heitkamp[image: External link] (D-ND), Joe Donnelly[image: External link] (D-IN), and Michael Bennet[image: External link] (D-CO)) agreed to cloture. After the change, Gorsuch was confirmed on April 7.[5][53]
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 Confirmation vote




The Senate confirmed Gorsuch on April 7, 2017, by a vote of 54–45. All Senate Republicans present, along with Democratic Senators in states that voted heavily for Trump, Manchin[image: External link] (D-WV), Heitkamp[image: External link] (D-ND), and Donnelly[image: External link] (D-IN), voted to confirm Gorsuch.[54] Republican Georgia[image: External link] Senator Johnny Isakson[image: External link] was absent for the vote because he was recovering from back surgery.[55]



	State
	Senator
	Party
	Vote



	Tennessee
	Alexander, LamarLamar Alexander
	R
	Yea



	Wisconsin
	Baldwin, TammyTammy Baldwin[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Wyoming[image: External link]
	Barrasso, JohnJohn Barrasso[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Colorado[image: External link]
	Bennet, MichaelMichael Bennet[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Connecticut[image: External link]
	Blumenthal, RichardRichard Blumenthal[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Missouri[image: External link]
	Blunt, RoyRoy Blunt[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	New Jersey
	Booker, CoryCory Booker[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Arkansas[image: External link]
	Boozman, JohnJohn Boozman[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Ohio
	Brown, SherrodSherrod Brown[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	North Carolina[image: External link]
	Burr, RichardRichard Burr[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Washington[image: External link]
	Cantwell, MariaMaria Cantwell[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	West Virginia[image: External link]
	Moore Capito, ShelleyShelley Moore Capito[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Maryland[image: External link]
	Cardin, BenBen Cardin[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Delaware[image: External link]
	Carper, TomTom Carper[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Pennsylvania
	Casey, BobBob Casey[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Louisiana[image: External link]
	Cassidy, BillBill Cassidy[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Mississippi[image: External link]
	Cochran, ThadThad Cochran[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Maine[image: External link]
	Collins, SusanSusan Collins[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Delaware[image: External link]
	Coons, ChrisChris Coons[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Tennessee
	Corker, BobBob Corker[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Texas[image: External link]
	Cornyn, JohnJohn Cornyn[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Nevada[image: External link]
	Cortez Masto, CatherineCatherine Cortez Masto[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Arkansas[image: External link]
	Cotton, TomTom Cotton
	R
	Yea



	Idaho[image: External link]
	Crapo, MikeMike Crapo[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Texas[image: External link]
	Cruz, TedTed Cruz
	R
	Yea



	Montana[image: External link]
	Daines, SteveSteve Daines[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Indiana
	Donnelly, JoeJoe Donnelly[image: External link]
	D
	Yea



	Illinois[image: External link]
	Duckworth, TammyTammy Duckworth[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Illinois[image: External link]
	Durbin, DickDick Durbin[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Wyoming[image: External link]
	Enzi, MikeMike Enzi[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Iowa
	Ernst, JoniJoni Ernst[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	California[image: External link]
	Feinstein, DianneDianne Feinstein[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Fischer, DebDeb Fischer[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Arizona[image: External link]
	Flake, JeffJeff Flake[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Minnesota[image: External link]
	Franken, AlAl Franken[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Colorado[image: External link]
	Gardner, CoryCory Gardner[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	New York
	Gillibrand, KirstenKirsten Gillibrand[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	South Carolina[image: External link]
	Graham, LindseyLindsey Graham
	R
	Yea



	Iowa
	Grassley, ChuckChuck Grassley[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	California[image: External link]
	Harris, KamalaKamala Harris
	D
	Nay



	New Hampshire[image: External link]
	Hassan, MaggieMaggie Hassan[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Utah[image: External link]
	Hatch, OrrinOrrin Hatch
	R
	Yea



	New Mexico[image: External link]
	Heinrich, MartinMartin Heinrich[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	North Dakota[image: External link]
	Heitkamp, HeidiHeidi Heitkamp[image: External link]
	D
	Yea



	Nevada[image: External link]
	Heller, DeanDean Heller[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Hawaii[image: External link]
	Hirono, MazieMazie Hirono[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	North Dakota[image: External link]
	Hoeven, JohnJohn Hoeven[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Inhofe, JimJim Inhofe[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Georgia[image: External link]
	Isakson, JohnnyJohnny Isakson[image: External link]
	R
	Not Voting



	Wisconsin
	Johnson, RonRon Johnson[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Virginia[image: External link]
	Kaine, TimTim Kaine
	D
	Nay



	Louisiana[image: External link]
	Neely Kennedy, JohnJohn Neely Kennedy[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Maine[image: External link]
	King, AngusAngus King[image: External link]
	Ind.
	Nay



	Minnesota[image: External link]
	Klobuchar, AmyAmy Klobuchar
	D
	Nay



	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Lankford, JamesJames Lankford[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Vermont[image: External link]
	Leahy, PatrickPatrick Leahy[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Utah[image: External link]
	Lee, MikeMike Lee[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	West Virginia[image: External link]
	Manchin, JoeJoe Manchin[image: External link]
	D
	Yea



	Massachusetts[image: External link]
	Markey, EdEd Markey[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Arizona[image: External link]
	McCain, JohnJohn McCain
	R
	Yea



	Missouri[image: External link]
	McCaskill, ClaireClaire McCaskill[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Kentucky
	McConnell, MitchMitch McConnell[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	New Jersey
	Menendez, BobBob Menendez[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Oregon[image: External link]
	Merkley, JeffJeff Merkley[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Kansas[image: External link]
	Moran, JerryJerry Moran[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Alaska[image: External link]
	Murkowski, LisaLisa Murkowski[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Connecticut[image: External link]
	Murphy, ChrisChris Murphy[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Washington[image: External link]
	Murray, PattyPatty Murray[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Florida[image: External link]
	Nelson, BillBill Nelson[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Kentucky
	Paul, RandRand Paul
	R
	Yea



	Georgia[image: External link]
	Perdue, DavidDavid Perdue[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Michigan[image: External link]
	Peters, GaryGary Peters[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Ohio
	Portman, RobRob Portman[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Rhode Island[image: External link]
	Reed, JackJack Reed[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Idaho[image: External link]
	Risch, JimJim Risch[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Kansas[image: External link]
	Roberts, PatPat Roberts[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	South Dakota[image: External link]
	Rounds, MikeMike Rounds[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Florida[image: External link]
	Rubio, MarcoMarco Rubio
	R
	Yea



	Vermont[image: External link]
	Sanders, BernieBernie Sanders
	Ind.
	Nay



	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Sasse, BenBen Sasse[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Hawaii[image: External link]
	Schatz, BrianBrian Schatz[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	New York
	Schumer, ChuckChuck Schumer[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	South Carolina[image: External link]
	Scott, TimTim Scott[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	New Hampshire[image: External link]
	Shaheen, JeanneJeanne Shaheen[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Alabama[image: External link]
	Shelby, RichardRichard Shelby[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Michigan[image: External link]
	Stabenow, DebbieDebbie Stabenow[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Alabama[image: External link]
	Strange, LutherLuther Strange[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Alaska[image: External link]
	Sullivan, DanDan Sullivan[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Montana[image: External link]
	Tester, JonJon Tester[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	South Dakota[image: External link]
	Thune, JohnJohn Thune[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	North Carolina[image: External link]
	Tillis, ThomThom Tillis[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Pennsylvania
	Toomey, PatPat Toomey[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	New Mexico[image: External link]
	Udall, TomTom Udall[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Maryland[image: External link]
	Van Hollen, ChrisChris Van Hollen[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Virginia[image: External link]
	Warner, MarkMark Warner[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Massachusetts[image: External link]
	Warren, ElizabethElizabeth Warren[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Rhode Island[image: External link]
	Whitehouse, SheldonSheldon Whitehouse[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Mississippi[image: External link]
	Wicker, RogerRoger Wicker[image: External link]
	R
	Yea



	Oregon[image: External link]
	Wyden, RonRon Wyden[image: External link]
	D
	Nay



	Indiana
	Young, ToddTodd Young[image: External link]
	R
	Yea
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Norm Eisen[image: External link], who was named by Obama to be Special Counsel for Ethics and Government Reform in the White House and Ambassador to the Czech Republic, has endorsed Gorsuch.[57] Eisen was a classmate of both Gorsuch and Obama at Harvard Law.[57] Neal Katyal[image: External link], who served as Acting Solicitor General of the United States[image: External link] during the Obama Administration and who is currently a law professor at Georgetown University Law Center[image: External link], endorsed Gorsuch for approval to the Supreme Court.[58]

The National Rifle Association[image: External link], the National Shooting Sports Foundation[image: External link], the Second Amendment Foundation[image: External link] and other gun rights groups endorsed Gorsuch,[59][60][61] while Americans for Responsible Solutions[image: External link], the Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence[image: External link] and other gun control proponents have opposed his nomination.[62][63] House Minority Leader[image: External link] Nancy Pelosi[image: External link] (D-CA) claimed Gorsuch "comes down on the side of felons over gun safety". Politifact[image: External link] called her statement misleading and said that Gorsuch's past rulings do not "demonstrate that he thinks more felons should be allowed guns than what is already permitted under the law".[64]

The American Civil Liberties Union[image: External link] raised concerns about Gorsuch's respect for disability rights.[65] The Secular Coalition for America[image: External link], Freedom from Religion Foundation[image: External link] and Union for Reform Judaism[image: External link] all voiced concerns with Gorsuch's nomination.[66]

On April 4, 2017, Politico reported that Rebecca Moore Howard, a Syracuse University[image: External link] professor, accused Gorsuch of plagiarism[image: External link].[67][68][69] Oxford University[image: External link] Emeritus Professor John Finnis[image: External link], who supervised Gorsuch's dissertation at Oxford, disagreed and stated, "The allegation is entirely without foundation. The book is meticulous in its citation of primary sources. The allegation that the book is guilty of plagiarism because it does not cite secondary sources which draw on those same primary sources is, frankly, absurd."[67] Abigail Lawlis Kuzma, the supposed victim of the plagiarism and who is Indiana's deputy attorney general[image: External link], has supported Gorsuch by saying, "I have reviewed both passages and do not see an issue here, even though the language is similar. These passages are factual, not analytical in nature, framing both the technical legal and medical circumstances of the 'Baby/Infant Doe[image: External link]' case that occurred in 1982."[67][68]
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	Demographics of the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]
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	First 100 days of Donald Trump's presidency

	List of nominations to the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Senator Bennet[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Senator Gardner[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Acting AG Katyal[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Judge Gorsuch[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, ABA[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Hon. Tacha (Ret.)[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Leah Bressack[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Elisa Massimino[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Jameel Jaffer[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Jeff Perkins[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Guerino Calemine[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Jeff Lamken[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Lawrence Solum[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Jonathan Turley[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Karen Harned[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Heather McGhee[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Fatima Goss Graves[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Patrick Gallagher[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Eve Hill[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Peter Kirsanow[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Alice Fisher[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Hannah Smith[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Timothy Meyer[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Jamil N. Jaffer[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Kristen Clarke[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Sarah Warbelow[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Amy Hagstrom Miller[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, William Marshall[image: External link].


	
^ Congressional[image: External link] hearings, Sandy Phillips[image: External link]









[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ McBride, Jessica (January 31, 2017). "Louise Gorsuch, Neil Gorsuch’s Wife: 5 Fast Facts You Need to Know"[image: External link]. Retrieved February 2, 2017.


	
^ "How Senators Voted on the Gorsuch Confirmation"[image: External link].


	
^ VerBruggen, Robert (February 6, 2017). "Boring Neil Gorsuch"[image: External link]. The American Conservative[image: External link]. Washington, DC: Jon Basil Utley. Retrieved February 6, 2017.


	
^ Denniston, Lyle (February 14, 2016). "Is a recess appointment to the Court an option?"[image: External link]. SCOTUS Blog. Retrieved February 16, 2016.


	
^ a b Killough, Ashley. "GOP triggers nuclear option on Neil Gorsuch nomination - CNNPolitics.com"[image: External link]. Cnn.com. Retrieved 2017-04-07.


	
^ Totenberg, Nina (April 7, 2017). "Senate Confirms Gorsuch To Supreme Court"[image: External link]. NPR. Retrieved April 7, 2017.


	
^ Liptak, Adam (April 17, 2017). "Bitter Fight Behind Him, Justice Gorsuch Starts Day With Relish"[image: External link] – via NYTimes.com.


	
^ Toobin, Jeffrey (2012), "Lawyers, guns, and money", in Toobin, Jeffrey, The oath: the Obama White House and the Supreme Court[image: External link], New York: Doubleday, pp. 111–12, ISBN  9780385527200[image: External link] Details.[image: External link]


	
^ Liptak, Alan (February 13, 2016), "Justice Antonin Scalia, Who Led a Conservative Renaissance on the Supreme Court, Is Dead at 79"[image: External link], The New York Times, retrieved February 18, 2016


	
^ Hennessy-Fiske, Molly (February 14, 2016). "Scalia's last moments on a Texas ranch — quail hunting to being found in 'perfect repose' "[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved February 18, 2016.


	
^ Gresko, Jessica (February 14, 2016). "Scalia's death in office a rarity for modern Supreme Court"[image: External link]. Associated Press. Retrieved February 15, 2016.


	
^ Howe, Amy (February 13, 2016). "Supreme Court vacancies in presidential election years"[image: External link]. SCOTUSblog. Retrieved February 18, 2016.


	
^ Burgess Everett; Glenn Thrush[image: External link] (13 February 2016). "McConnell throws down the gauntlet: No Scalia replacement under Obama"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved 8 April 2017.


	
^ Lee, Timothy B. (February 13, 2016). "The coming fight to replace Justice Scalia, explained"[image: External link]. Vox. Retrieved February 16, 2016.


	
^ Helmore, Edward (February 14, 2016). "Republicans and Democrats draw battle lines over supreme court nomination"[image: External link]. The Guardian. ISSN  0261-3077[image: External link]. Retrieved February 15, 2016.


	
^ Jess Bravin, President Obama’s Supreme Court Nomination of Merrick Garland Expires[image: External link], Wall Street Journal (January 3, 2017).


	
^ Calfas, Jennifer (January 31, 2017). "Merkley vows to fight Trump's nominee to fill 'stolen' Supreme Court"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved February 2, 2017.


	
^ Everett, Burgess (October 27, 2016). "Republicans at war over Supreme Court"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved February 2, 2017.


	
^ Alan Rappeport, Charlie Savage[image: External link] (May 18, 2016). "Donald Trump Releases List of Possible Supreme Court Picks"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 22, 2016.


	
^ Reena Flores, Major Garrett (September 23, 2016). "Donald Trump expands list of possible Supreme Court picks"[image: External link]. CBS News. Retrieved November 13, 2016.


	
^ a b c d e Goldmacher, Shane; Johnson, Eliana; Gerstein, Josh (January 31, 2017). "How Trump got to yes on Gorsuch"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved February 1, 2017.


	
^ Eric Lipton[image: External link]; Jeremy W. Peters (19 March 2017). "In Gorsuch, Conservative Activist Sees Test Case for Reshaping the Judiciary"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A1. Retrieved 8 April 2017.


	
^ Jackson, David (February 1, 2017). "Why Trump chose Neil Gorsuch as his Supreme Court nominee"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved February 2, 2017.


	
^ "Congressional Record"[image: External link].


	
^ Enten, Harry (February 1, 2017). "Trump Picks Super Conservative, Super Qualified Neil Gorsuch For The Supreme Court"[image: External link]. FiveThirtyEight. Retrieved February 1, 2017.


	
^ Pres. Nom. 1565,[image: External link] 109th Cong. (2006).


	
^ "Trump chooses Neil Gorsuch, a conservative seen as likely to be confirmed, for Supreme Court"[image: External link]. LA Times. Retrieved February 1, 2017.


	
^ Enten, Harry. "How Conservative A Supreme Court Nominee Can Trump Get Through The Senate?"[image: External link]. FiveThirtyEight. Retrieved February 1, 2017.


	
^ Konnikova, Maria. "The 4 Rules That Will Explain Neil Gorsuch's Confirmation Fight"[image: External link]. Politico.com. Retrieved February 1, 2017.


	
^ Primus, Richard (January 31, 2017). "Trump Picks Scalia 2.0"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved February 2, 2017.


	
^ Parlapano, Alicia; Yourish, Karen (February 1, 2017). "Where Neil Gorsuch Would Fit on the Supreme Court"[image: External link]. New York Times. Retrieved February 2, 2017.


	
^ Cowan, Richard (February 1, 2017). "Senate Judiciary Democrat says panel should hold hearings for Gorsuch"[image: External link]. Reuters. Retrieved February 2, 2017.


	
^ Kim, Seung Min (March 9, 2017). "DOJ sends 144,000 pages of Gorsuch documents to Senate"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved March 14, 2017.


	
^ Kim, Seung Min (February 16, 2017). "Gorsuch confirmation hearing set for March 20"[image: External link]. Politico.


	
^ "United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary"[image: External link]. www.judiciary.senate.gov. Retrieved March 21, 2017.


	
^ Flegenheimer, Matt (April 3, 2017). "Senate Judiciary Committee Approves Gorsuch in Party-Line Vote"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved April 4, 2017.


	
^ Berenson, Tessa (April 3, 2017). "Senate Judiciary Committee Just Approved Neil Gorsuch's Nomination"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved April 4, 2017.


	
^ a b c Matt Flegenheimer (March 21, 2017). "Gorsuch Tries to Put Himself Above Politics in Confirmation Hearing"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A20. Retrieved March 23, 2017.


	
^ a b c d e Adam Liptak[image: External link]; Matt Flegenheimer (March 22, 2017). "GORSUCH ASSERTS HE WOULD BE ABLE TO BUCK TRUMP - HAS MADE ‘NO PROMISES’ - Expansive and Evasive in Sometimes Tense Questioning"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A1. Retrieved March 23, 2017.


	
^ a b Matt Flegenheimer. "Of Horse v. Duck, Mutton Busting and Other Confirmation Diversions"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A16. Retrieved March 23, 2017.


	
^ a b c d e Adam Liptak[image: External link]; Matt Flegenheimer (March 23, 2017). "Democrats Fail to Move Gorsuch Off Script and Beyond Generalities"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A17. Retrieved March 23, 2017.


	
^ a b Everett, Burgess; Bresnahan, John; Min Kim, Seung (February 1, 2017). "GOP won't rule out killing the filibuster for Supreme Court pick"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved February 2, 2017.


	
^ Jackson, David (February 1, 2017). "Trump: Go 'nuclear' and abolish filibuster on Gorsuch vote if needed"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved February 2, 2017.


	
^ James Wallner; Ed Corrigan (January 23, 2017). "A Rules-Based Strategy for Overcoming Minority Obstruction of a Supreme Court Nomination"[image: External link]. Heritage Foundation. Retrieved March 31, 2017.


	
^ Sean Davis (February 7, 2017). "Here’s How Republicans Can Confirm Supreme Court Nominees Without The Nuclear Option"[image: External link]. The Federalist. Retrieved March 31, 2017.


	
^ Matt Flegenheimer; Charlie Savage[image: External link]; Adam Liptak[image: External link] (24 March 2017). "Democrats Plan to Filibuster to Thwart Gorsuch Nomination"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A17. Retrieved 8 April 2017.


	
^ 6:00 AM ET (March 30, 2016). "Trump's Supreme Court Nominee Is Going To Face An Angry, Partisan Senate Battle"[image: External link]. NPR. Retrieved February 1, 2017.


	
^ Shear, Michael D.; Liptak, Adam (January 24, 2017). "A Supreme Court Pick Is Promised. A Political Brawl Is Certain."[image: External link]. Retrieved February 1, 2017 – via NYTimes.com.


	
^ "Facing a “Massive Revolt”, Senate Democrats Move to Block Neil Gorsuch"[image: External link]. Vanity Fair. Retrieved February 1, 2017.


	
^ "Sen. Manchin on Gorsuch: 'Let's give the man a chance' "[image: External link]. politico.com.


	
^ "Schumer searches for SCOTUS strategy"[image: External link]. politico.com.


	
^ Killough, Ashley; Barrett, Ted (April 4, 2017). "Here's how senators plan to vote on Supreme Court nominee Neil Gorsuch"[image: External link]. CNN.com. Turner Broadcasting System. Cable News Network. Retrieved April 5, 2017.


	
^ "In big win for Trump, Senate approves his conservative court pick"[image: External link].


	
^ Adam Liptak[image: External link]; Matt Flegenheimer (8 April 2017). "Neil Gorsuch Confirmed by Senate as Supreme Court Justice"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A1. Retrieved 8 April 2017.


	
^ "Senate confirms Neil Gorsuch as next Supreme Court justice"[image: External link]. USA TODAY. Retrieved 2017-04-07.


	
^ United States Senate (2017-04-07). "How Senators Voted on the Gorsuch Confirmation"[image: External link]. United States Senate. Retrieved 2017-04-08.


	
^ a b Clauss, Kyle Scott (February 1, 2017). "Neil Gorsuch, Trump's Supreme Court Pick, Attended Harvard Law with Obama"[image: External link]. Boston[image: External link]. Boston, Massachusetts[image: External link]. Retrieved February 3, 2017.


	
^ Boyer, Dave (February 1, 2017). "Former Obama official endorses Gorsuch nomination for Supreme Court"[image: External link]. Washington Times[image: External link]. Washington, DC. Retrieved February 3, 2017. “I have no doubt that if confirmed, Judge Gorsuch would help to restore confidence in the rule of law,” Mr. Katyal wrote in a New York Times op-ed. “His years on the bench reveal a commitment to judicial independence — a record that should give the American people confidence that he will not compromise principle to favor the president who appointed him.”


	
^ NRA-ILA (January 31, 2017). "NRA-ILA - NRA Applauds Neil Gorsuch's Nomination to the U.S. Supreme Court"[image: External link]. nraila.org.


	
^ Beckett, Lois (February 1, 2017). "NRA cheers nomination of Neil Gorsuch, seen as gun rights defender"[image: External link] – via The Guardian.


	
^ "SAF Impressed With Judge Neil Gorsuch For Supreme Court"[image: External link].


	
^ "Opinion - Nancy Pelosi and gun control groups claim that Neil Gorsuch sides with ‘felons over gun safety’"[image: External link]. washingtonpost.com.


	
^ "Statement from Americans for Responsible Solutions and the Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence on Nomination of Judge Neil Gorsuch to United States Supreme Court"[image: External link]. americansforresponsiblesolutions.org. January 31, 2017.


	
^ Carroll, Lauren (February 2, 2017). "Does Neil Gorsuch side with 'felons over gun safety,' as Pelosi says?"[image: External link]. politifact.com. Retrieved February 3, 2017.


	
^ Center, Claudia (February 2, 2017). "Supreme Court Nominee Neil Gorsuch Has a Troubling History When Ruling on Disability Rights Cases"[image: External link]. ACLU.


	
^ Zauzmer, Julie (February 1, 2017). "Neil Gorsuch belongs to a notably liberal church — and would be the first Protestant on the Court in years"[image: External link]. The Washington Post.


	
^ a b c Kerr, Andrew (April 6, 2017). "Gorsuch Plagiarism Accuser Called Out On Hypocrisy"[image: External link]. Western Journalism[image: External link]. Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link]. Retrieved April 6, 2017.


	
^ a b Bryan Logan (April 4, 2016) Neil Gorsuch is accused of plagiarism amid a heated Supreme Court confirmation fight[image: External link]


	
^ John Bresnahan and Burgess Everett (April 4, 2017) [1][image: External link]
















[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
President Trump's Nominee for the Supreme Court Neil M. Gorsuch[image: External link]. The White House


	
President Trump Announces Supreme Court of the United States Nominee[image: External link] on YouTube






Categories[image: External link]:

	115th United States Congress[image: External link]

	2017 in American law[image: External link]

	Nominations to the United States Supreme Court[image: External link]

	Presidency of Donald Trump[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 13 June 2017, at 15:04.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Neil Gorsuch Supreme Court Nomination: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neil_Gorsuch_Supreme_Court_nomination [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Neil_Gorsuch_Supreme_Court_nomination [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Court composition

	2 Neil Gorsuch nomination

	3 Possible nominees

	4 See also

	5 Notes

	6 References

	7 External links





Donald Trump Supreme Court Candidates






With the advice and consent[image: External link] of the United States Senate, the President of the United States appoints the members of the Supreme Court of the United States, which is the highest court of the federal judiciary of the United States[image: External link]. Following his victory in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link], Republican Donald Trump took office as president on January 20, 2017, and Trump faced an immediate vacancy on the Supreme Court due to the February 2016 death of Associate Justice Antonin Scalia. During the 2016 campaign, Trump released two lists of potential nominees to the Supreme Court. After taking office, Trump nominated Neil Gorsuch to succeed Scalia on January 31, 2017. Gorsuch was confirmed on April 7 and sworn in on April 10, 2017.
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 Court composition




See also: List of Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]


Trump began his term in January 2017 with a vacancy to be filled as a result of the February 2016 death of Justice Antonin Scalia and the subsequent opinion of Senate Republicans that the new president should appoint Scalia's replacement. Three of the Court's justices—Ruth Bader Ginsburg[image: External link] (born 1933), Anthony Kennedy[image: External link] (born 1936) and Stephen Breyer[image: External link] (born 1938)—are or will soon turn 80[image: External link], a fact that has stoked speculation that additional vacancies may occur during Trump's four-year presidential term.[1] Because two of these justices (Ginsburg and Breyer) are part of the liberal wing of the Court and Kennedy is a swing vote who often aligns with them on social issues, many top political analysts see Trump's term as a chance for Republicans to reshape the court significantly towards a more conservative vision of the law.[2][3]

The Supreme Court is composed of the following nine justices:



	Name
	Age
	Serving since
	Appointed by
	Law School ( JD[image: External link] or LLB[image: External link])



	Roberts, JohnJohn Roberts

(Chief Justice[image: External link])
	62
	2005
	George W. Bush
	Harvard University[image: External link]



	Kennedy, AnthonyAnthony Kennedy[image: External link]
	80
	1988
	Ronald Reagan
	Harvard University[image: External link]



	Thomas, ClarenceClarence Thomas
	68
	1991
	George H. W. Bush
	Yale University[image: External link]



	Ginsburg, Ruth BaderRuth Bader Ginsburg[image: External link]
	84
	1993
	Bill Clinton
	Columbia University[image: External link][note 1]



	Breyer, StephenStephen Breyer[image: External link]
	78
	1994
	Bill Clinton
	Harvard University[image: External link]



	Alito, SamuelSamuel Alito
	67
	2006
	George W. Bush
	Yale University[image: External link]



	Sotomayor, SoniaSonia Sotomayor[image: External link]
	62
	2009
	Barack Obama
	Yale University[image: External link]



	Kagan, ElenaElena Kagan[image: External link]
	57
	2010
	Barack Obama
	Harvard University[image: External link]



	Gorsuch, NeilNeil Gorsuch
	49
	2017
	Donald Trump
	Harvard University[image: External link][note 2]
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 Neil Gorsuch nomination




Main article: Neil Gorsuch Supreme Court nomination


On February 13, 2016, Associate Justice Antonin Scalia was found dead while vacationing at Cibolo Creek Ranch[image: External link] near Marfa, Texas[image: External link].[4] Scalia's death marked just the second time in sixty years that a sitting Supreme Court Justice died.[5] It led to a rare Supreme Court nomination during the last year of a presidency[image: External link].

Mitch McConnell[image: External link] (Senate majority leader[image: External link]) stated the new President[image: External link] should replace Scalia, while President Obama[image: External link] stated that he planned to nominate someone to replace Scalia on the Supreme Court.[6] On February 23, the eleven Republican members of the Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link] signed a letter to McConnell[image: External link] stating their intention to withhold consent on any nominee made by President Obama, and that no hearings would occur until after January 20, 2017, when the new president took office.[7][8] On March 16, 2016, Obama nominated[image: External link] then-Chief Judge Merrick Garland[image: External link] (of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit[image: External link]), to replace Scalia.[9] After Garland's nomination, McConnell[image: External link] reiterated his position that the Senate would not consider any Supreme Court nomination until a new president took office.[9] Garland's nomination expired on January 3, 2017, with the 114th Senate[image: External link] having taken no action on the nomination.[10]

During his 2016 presidential campaign, while Garland remained before the Senate[image: External link], Trump released two lists of potential nominees. On May 18, 2016, Trump released a short list of eleven judges for nomination to the Scalia vacancy.[11] On September 23, 2016, Trump released a second list of ten possible nominees, this time including three minorities.[12] Both lists were assembled by the Federalist Society[image: External link] and the Heritage Foundation[image: External link].[13] Days after Trump's inauguration, Politico named three individuals as the front-runners for Scalia's position: Neil Gorsuch, Thomas Hardiman[image: External link] and Bill Pryor[image: External link], with Trump reportedly later narrowing his list down to Gorsuch and Hardiman.[14][15] At the time of the nomination, Gorsuch, Hardiman, and Pryor were all federal appellate judges who were appointed[image: External link] by President George W. Bush.[16] Trump and White House Counsel Don McGahn interviewed those three individuals as well as Judge Amul Thapar[image: External link] of the U.S. District Court for Eastern District of Kentucky in the weeks before the nomination.[13] President Trump announced Gorsuch as his nominee on January 31.[13][17] Gorsuch was confirmed by the United States Senate in a 54-45 vote.[18] Gorsuch was sworn in as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court on April 10.
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 Possible nominees




Below is a list of individuals who have been mentioned in various news accounts as the most likely potential nominees for a Supreme Court appointment under Trump. Most (but not all) of them were included on one of the two lists of potential nominees Trump released during the 2016 campaign.

Following the nominations of Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court and Amul Thapar to the Sixth Circuit, it was noted that Trump might try to season some of the candidates on his original lists with federal Circuit Court experience prior to another possible Supreme Court vacancy.[19] He later nominated Joan Larsen and David Stras to the Sixth and Eighth Circuits, respectively.

Despite speculation that Trump might consider other candidates for a possible second Supreme Court nomination, Trump has said he will make his next appointment from the same list he used to choose Gorsuch (i.e., the combined 21 names given on either of the two lists he released during the campaign), describing the list as "a big thing" for him and his supporters.[20]

Note: Names marked with a single asterisk (*) were included on the original short list of eleven potential candidates for the Scalia vacancy released by the Trump campaign on May 18, 2016. Names marked with a double asterisk (**) were included on the additional short list of ten more potential candidates released on September 23, 2016. Names marked with a dagger (†) were not included on either of these short lists.
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Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit[image: External link]

	
Brett Kavanaugh[image: External link]† (born 1965)[19][21][22]






	
Court of Appeals for the 3rd Circuit

	
Thomas Hardiman[image: External link]* (born 1965)[11][21][22][23]






	
Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit[image: External link]

	
Raymond Kethledge[image: External link]* (born 1966)[11][21][22][23]


	
Amul Thapar[image: External link]** (born 1969)[12][22] (promoted by Trump)[note 3]






	
Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit[image: External link]

	
Diane Sykes[image: External link]* (born 1957)[11]






	
Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit[image: External link]

	
Steven Colloton[image: External link]* (born 1963)[11]


	
Raymond Gruender[image: External link]* (born 1963)[11]






	
Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit[image: External link]

	
Neil Gorsuch** (born 1967)[12][13] (nominated and confirmed)


	
Timothy Tymkovich[image: External link]** (born 1956)[12]






	
Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit[image: External link]

	
Bill Pryor[image: External link]* (born 1962)[11][21]






	
Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces[image: External link]

	
Meg Ryan[image: External link]** (born 1964)[12]









[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 United States District Courts





	
Federico Moreno[image: External link]** (born 1952) – District Judge, United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida[image: External link][12]
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 State Supreme Courts





	
Keith Blackwell[image: External link]** (born 1974/1975) – Associate Justice, Georgia Supreme Court[image: External link][12]


	
Charles Canady[image: External link]** (born 1954) – Associate Justice, Supreme Court of Florida[image: External link][12]


	
Allison Eid[image: External link]* (born 1965) – Associate Justice, Colorado Supreme Court[image: External link][11] (nominated to the Tenth Circuit)


	
Joan Larsen[image: External link]* (born 1968) – Associate Justice, Michigan Supreme Court[image: External link][11] (nominated to the Sixth Circuit)


	
Thomas Rex Lee[image: External link]* (born 1964) – Associate Chief Justice, Utah Supreme Court[image: External link][11] (possible candidate for a Circuit Court vacancy[19])

	
Edward Mansfield[image: External link]** (born 1957/1958) – Associate Justice, Iowa Supreme Court[image: External link][12]


	
David Stras[image: External link]* (born 1974) – Associate Justice, Minnesota Supreme Court[image: External link][11] (nominated to the Eighth Circuit)


	
Don Willett[image: External link]* (born 1966) – Associate Justice, Supreme Court of Texas[image: External link][11] (possible candidate for a Circuit Court vacancy[19])

	
Robert Young Jr.[image: External link]** (born 1951) – Associate Justice, Michigan Supreme Court[image: External link][12]
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 Executive Branch





	
Paul Clement[image: External link]† (born 1966) – 43rd Solicitor General[image: External link][21][22]
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 United States Senators





	
Mike Lee[image: External link]** (born 1971) – Senator from Utah[image: External link][12][22]
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	Federal judicial appointment history[image: External link]

	List of federal judges appointed by Donald Trump

	United States federal judge[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Ginsburg began her legal studies at Harvard, but transferred to and graduated from Columbia.


	
^ Gorsuch also earned a DPhil[image: External link] in law from University College, Oxford[image: External link].


	
^ Thapar was originally placed on Trump's (second) short list for the Supreme Court as a judge of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky[image: External link]. After the nomination of Gorsuch to the Scalia vacancy, however, Trump nominated Thapar to the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals[image: External link]. Thapar was confirmed on May 25, 2017, and this promotion is considered to enhance his potential for nomination to a future Supreme Court vacancy.
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Dismissal of Sally Yates






"Monday Night Massacre" redirects here. It is not to be confused with various American football games in the History of Monday Night Football[image: External link].

The dismissal of Sally Yates refers to U.S President Donald Trump dismissed acting Attorney General[image: External link] Sally Yates[image: External link] on January 30, 2017. Trump also demoted and replaced acting Immigration and Customs Enforcement[image: External link] director Daniel Ragsdale[image: External link]. The move was labeled the "Monday Night Massacre" by a number of politicians, political commentators and news reports,[1] while the use of the term was questioned by others.[2][3] The name alludes to the 1973 Saturday Night Massacre[image: External link], during the Watergate scandal[image: External link], when Attorney General[image: External link] Elliot Richardson[image: External link] and Deputy Attorney General[image: External link] William Ruckelshaus[image: External link] both resigned after refusing to carry out President Richard Nixon's order to dismiss special prosecutor[image: External link] Archibald Cox[image: External link].[1]
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 Dismissal of Sally Yates




The firing of acting Attorney General Sally Yates[image: External link], a career prosecutor appointed by President Barack Obama, followed her refusal to defend Trump's executive order[image: External link] banning the entry of nationals from seven predominantly Muslim[image: External link] countries because she was not convinced the executive order[image: External link] was lawful.[4] This came after several federal courts issued stays[image: External link] on various parts of Trump's executive order to stop them from being put into effect and many U.S. Customs and Border Protection[image: External link] agents did not follow the stays.[5] Trump replaced Yates with Dana Boente[image: External link], the United States Attorney[image: External link] for the Eastern District of Virginia[image: External link]. After taking office, Boente ordered the Justice Department to enforce the executive order.[6]

In a White House statement, Yates was said to have "betrayed the Department of Justice by refusing to enforce a legal order designed to protect the citizens of the United States" and to be "very weak on borders and very weak on illegal immigration".[7][8] Senate Minority Leader[image: External link] Chuck Schumer[image: External link] spoke on the Senate floor that evening, and called her firing a "Monday night massacre".[8] Watergate[image: External link] investigative journalist Carl Bernstein[image: External link], speaking on CNN, rejected the comparison, saying, "There's a big difference, because the Saturday Night Massacre was really about firing the attorney general when Nixon was the target of an investigation and was actively obstructing justice", he also stated that, "I think the president is within his rights here to fire the attorney general, that he has that ability."[9]

Many Trump critics praised Yates for standing up against what they perceived as an unconstitutional executive order, but some legal experts including Alan Dershowitz[image: External link], Michael Gerhardt[image: External link] and Jonathan Adler[image: External link] questioned Yates's decision.[3][10] Some critics also believed the rhetoric of "betrayal" Trump used in his letter to the former attorney general was unnecessarily incendiary.[11]
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 Demotion of Daniel Ragsdale




Shortly thereafter, acting Immigration and Customs Enforcement[image: External link] director Daniel Ragsdale[image: External link] was demoted and replaced by Thomas Homan[image: External link] with Ragsdale remaining as deputy director.[12][7]
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Dismissal of James Comey






James Comey, the director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI), was dismissed by U.S. President[image: External link] Donald Trump on May 9, 2017.[1][2] Comey had been under public and political pressure[image: External link] as a result of both the FBI's role in the Hillary Clinton email controversy and the FBI's investigation of Russian interference in the 2016 U.S. elections,[3][4] which also involves a possible collusion[image: External link] with the 2016 Donald Trump campaign. In the termination letter, Trump wrote that Comey had told him on three separate occasions that he was not under investigation.[5] According to The Washington Post, sources stated that this and other assertions Trump made about events leading up to the dismissal were false,[6][7] and Trump subsequently implied that he may have the conversations with Comey on tape.[8] Comey later confirmed that he had informed Trump he was not under investigation, in testimony to the Senate Intelligence Committee.[9]

After the dismissal, Trump said that he had been considering the dismissal since the election, and had experienced an "erosion of confidence" because Comey was "not doing a good job", pointing to Comey's recent congressional testimony as problematic, and also basing the dismissal partly on a recommendation from the United States Department of Justice alleging that Comey had mishandled the investigation into Hillary Clinton's use of a private email server.[10] These justifications were criticized by some Democrats[image: External link] and political commentators, and Trump later sought to further explain his decision to dismiss Comey, saying that Comey was a " showboat[image: External link]" and " grandstander[image: External link]", while Trump also indicated that the dismissal was connected to dissatisfaction with the story about himself and Russian interference in the election.[11][12] During a meeting on May 10 with two Russian officials, Trump boasted about firing Comey, describing Comey as "crazy, a real nut job"[13] and saying to them that he (Trump) "faced great pressure because of [the] Russia [investigation]. That's [now] taken off."[14]

According to Comey associates, Trump had asked Comey in January to pledge loyalty to him, to which Comey demurred, instead offering him "honesty", and when pressed further by Trump, "honest loyalty".[15][16][17] Trump denied that he asked Comey for his loyalty, but says such a discussion would not necessarily have been inappropriate.[18] However, House Speaker Paul Ryan disagreed stating that it's "obviously" inappropriate to the president ask to the FBI director for loyalty.[19] Several sources within the FBI have stated that the White House's firing of Comey was a culmination of high-level efforts to interfere in the Russia investigation.[20] Appearing before Congress two days after the dismissal, Acting FBI Director Andrew McCabe[image: External link] testified: "There has been no effort to impede our investigation to date", later adding "I cannot comment on any conversations that the Director may have had with the president".[21] Comey accepted an invitation from the Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link] to testify at a public hearing[image: External link], and later did so.[22][9]

On May 16, 2017, the New York Times reported on the existence of a memo written by Comey[image: External link] in February after a conversation with Trump, in which the FBI director described Trump's request that the FBI shut down the investigation into Trump associate Michael T. Flynn[image: External link], who had resigned as National Security Adviser the previous day. The White House denied the allegation.[23] Comey personally believes that the White House tried to get him to halt the investigation.[24]

Comey's termination was controversial, with some comparing it to President Richard Nixon's termination of Watergate[image: External link] special prosecutor[image: External link] Archibald Cox[image: External link] in the 1973 Saturday Night Massacre[image: External link],[25][26][27] while Bob Woodward[image: External link] said the matter was not yet comparable to Watergate.[28][29] On May 17, 2017 the deputy attorney general, Rod Rosenstein, appointed former FBI Director Robert Mueller[image: External link] as Special Counsel[image: External link] to oversee the Russia investigation.[30] On June 3, Rosenstein said he would recuse from supervision of Mueller, if he himself were to become a subject in the investigation due to his role in Comey's dismissal.[31] A few days later, Comey gave his public testimony.[9]
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The Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) is appointed by the President and, since 1972, confirmed by the Senate.[32] A 1976 amendment to the 1968 Omnibus Crime Control Act[image: External link],[33][34] limited the director's term to ten years, "an unusually long tenure that Congress established to insulate the director from political pressure."[35] During his tenure as FBI director, Comey emphasized the need for the FBI to be independent from politics and avoid the "political winds".[36] Nevertheless, though the FBI director is appointed for a 10-year term, the president has the power to dismiss an FBI director for any reason. However, Trump's dismissal of Comey raised the issue of possible political interference by a sitting president into an existing investigation by a leading law enforcement agency,[35][33] as well as other issues. Although presidents have occasionally clashed with FBI directors,[33] Comey's dismissal was only the second time that a president has dismissed an FBI director.[35][33] The only other occasion was under "dramatically different circumstances":[37] in 1993 President Bill Clinton fired FBI Director William S. Sessions[image: External link] after a Justice Department Office of Professional Responsibility[image: External link] report—published under Clinton's predecessor, George H. W. Bush—accused Sessions of tax evasion[image: External link] and other ethical lapses.[38][39]

Before becoming FBI director, Comey, a Republican, served in the George W. Bush administration[image: External link] as deputy attorney general[image: External link].[40][41] He was appointed FBI director by President Barack Obama, and that nomination drew broad bipartisan support.[40][41] Comey was confirmed[image: External link] by the Senate in 2013 by vote of 93-1.[42] At the time of his firing in May 2017, Comey was four years into his ten-year term as FBI director.[35]

Comey sought to insulate the FBI from politics, but beginning in 2015 the Bureau became embroiled in investigation that affected the 2016 presidential election.[41] In March 2015, it came to light that presidential candidate Hillary Clinton had used a private e-mail server for her work as Secretary of State[image: External link] under President Barack Obama. The FBI launched an investigation to determine whether Clinton had violated the law and whether national security[image: External link] had been breached. In July 2016 FBI Director James Comey announced that he was not recommending that any charges be brought against Clinton. The decision was decried by Republican leaders and candidates, including then-presidential candidate Donald Trump. In late October 2016, Comey announced that the investigation was being re-opened because of additional documents that had been obtained. Two weeks later he announced that no new information had been discovered and the investigation was again being closed.[43] The announcement of the re-opened investigation was seen by many observers as unnecessary and harmful to Clinton's campaign. Others complained because the second investigation did not yield a prosecution.

On October 7, 2016,[44] the Office of the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] (DNI) and the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] (DHS) jointly stated that individuals working on behalf of the Russian government had hacked[image: External link] servers and e-mail accounts associated with the Democratic Party and the Hillary Clinton campaign and leaked their documents to WikiLeaks.[45] This would be confirmed by numerous private security experts and other government officials. The FBI launched investigations into both the hackings, and contacts between Trump associates and Russia.

In January 2017, Comey testified to Congress confirming Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections and confirmed an ongoing investigation although he refused to comment specifically on the Trump organization. President-elect Trump stated his intention to keep Comey as the FBI director[image: External link]. In March, Comey finally confirmed that the FBI was investigating links between the Trump campaign and Russia. He also refuted Trump's allegations that the Obama administration had wiretapped him.[43]

During the weeks leading up to May 9, grand jury subpoenas were issued by the U.S. Attorney's Office[image: External link] in Alexandria, Virginia[image: External link], to associates of Michael Flynn[image: External link] for the purpose of obtaining records relating to the investigation of Russia's role in the election. News outlets became aware of these subpoenas on May 9.[46][47]

In May, Comey gave additional testimony before the Senate regarding the Clinton e-mail probe and the Russia investigations.[43] News media reported that Comey requested additional personnel from Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein to expand the probe into Russian interference into the presidential election,[48] but this was later denied by Andrew McCabe during his testimony to Congress on May 11.
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On May 9, 2017, President Trump sent a termination letter to James Comey:


Dear Director Comey:

I have received the attached letters from the Attorney General and Deputy Attorney General of the United States recommending your dismissal as the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I have accepted their recommendation and you are hereby terminated and removed from office, effective immediately.

While I greatly appreciate you informing me, on three separate occasions, that I am not under investigation, I nevertheless concur with the judgment of the Department of Justice that you are not able to effectively lead the Bureau.

It is essential that we find new leadership that restores public trust and confidence in its vital law enforcement mission.

I wish you the best of luck in your future endeavors.

— Donald J. Trump
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On May 8, 2017, Trump directed Attorney General[image: External link] Sessions and Deputy Attorney General[image: External link] Rosenstein to make a case against Comey in writing. On Trump's direction, on May 9, Rosenstein prepared and delivered a memorandum[image: External link] to Sessions relating to Comey. Rosenstein's memorandum presented critical quotes from several former attorneys general in previously published op-eds, and Rosenstein concluded that their "nearly unanimous opinions" was Comey's handling of the Hillary Clinton email investigation was "wrong." In his memo Rosenstein asserts that the FBI must have "a Director who understands the gravity of the mistakes and pledges never to repeat them." He ends with an argument against keeping Comey as FBI director, on the grounds that he was given an opportunity to "admit his errors" but that there is no hope that he will "implement the necessary corrective actions."[49] Rosenstein also criticized Comey on two grounds: for usurping the prerogative of the Justice Department and the Attorney General in his July 2016 public statements announcing the closure of the investigation into Clinton's emails, and for making derogatory comments about Clinton in that same meeting.[50] Both of these actions, he argued, were in conflict with longstanding FBI practice. To Comey previous defence of his extraordinary action, saying that Attorney General Loretta Lynch[image: External link] had a conflict of interest, Rosenstein argued that in such a case, it is the duty of the Attorney General to recuse herself, and that there is a process for another Justice Department official to take over her duties.[51]

Sessions, in his letter to Trump, cited Rosenstein's memo as the reason for his own recommendation that Comey be dismissed. In the dismissal letter, Trump cited the recommendations by Sessions and Rosenstein as the reason for Comey's dismissal.[52][53]
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Several other reasons were soon offered. On May 9, a statement by the White House claimed that Comey had "lost the support" of "rank and file" FBI employees, so that the President had no choice but to dismiss him.[54] However, FBI agents "flatly rejected" this assertion,[55] saying that Comey was in fact relatively well-liked and admired within FBI.[56] In testimony given to the Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link] on May 11, acting FBI Director Andrew McCabe contradicted the White House's claim that Comey had lost the confidence of the FBI rank-and-file.[57] In his testimony before the Senate Intelligence Committee on June 8, Comey objected strongly Trump's description of the FBI as "in disarray" and "poorly led". "The administration chose to defame me, and more importantly the FBI," Comey said. "Those were lies, plain and simple."[58][59]

Trump himself seemed to contradict the White House claim that he had acted because of the Clinton email issue identified by Rosenstein. On May 10, he told reporters he fired Comey "because he wasn't doing a good job".[60] During a meeting in the Oval Office on May 10, Trump discussed highly classified intelligence[image: External link] with the Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] and Ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link]. At that meeting Trump also told the Russian officials "I just fired the head of the FBI. He was crazy, a real nut job... I faced great pressure because of Russia. That's taken off." The details of the meeting were leaked and reported on May 15.[61][62] On May 11, Trump said that he would have fired Comey irrespective of any recommendation from the Justice Department.[63][64] On May 18, Rosenstein told members of the Senate that he wrote the dismissal memo while knowing that Trump had already decided to fire Comey.[65]

Within a few days, Trump and other White House officials directly linked the dismissal to the FBI's Russia investigation. On May 11 Trump told Lester Holt in an NBC News interview, "When I decided [to fire Comey], I said to myself, I said, 'You know, this Russia thing with Trump and Russia is a made up story",[11] while reiterating his belief that there was no proof Russia was behind any election interference.[66][67] On May 15, Trump was reported to have told Russian diplomats, with regard to his firing of Comey, "I faced great pressure because of Russia. That's taken off."[68] The White House also stated that firing Comey was a step in letting the probe into Russian election interference "come to its conclusion with integrity".[69][70] White House spokesperson Sarah Huckabee Sanders expressed the hope that firing Comey would help bring the Russia investigation to an end.[71]

Other reasons have been offered. Insider sources have claimed that Trump was furious at Comey for refusing during March to back up Trump's wiretap accusations against former President Barack Obama, as well as not defending him from accusations of collusion with the Russian government.[72][73] According to Comey associates interviewed by The New York Times, Associated Press, and CBS News, Trump had asked Comey in January to pledge his loyalty to him, and Comey declined to make this pledge, saying that he would give him "honesty" and what Trump called "honest loyalty".[15][16][17] Trump denied that he asked Comey for his loyalty, but says such a discussion would not necessarily have been inappropriate.[74] On 7 June during an interview with MSNBC, House Speaker Paul Ryan stated that it's "obviously" inappropriate to the president ask to the FBI director for loyalty.[19] According to sources, this discussion about loyalty was one reason why Trump wanted to replace Comey with a new FBI director, loyal only to him, who would redirect the investigation away from Trump associates.[73][75][76] Another source told The Atlantic that Trump fired Comey because Trump was concerned about what Flynn would testify in court.[77] The next day, several FBI insiders said Comey was fired because "he refused to end the Russia investigation."[78] Prior to the firing, senior White House officials had made inquiries to intelligence officials, such as "Can we ask [Comey] to shut down the investigation? Are you able to assist in this matter?"[79]
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President Trump had the letter dismissing Comey delivered in a manila folder to FBI headquarters[80] in Washington in the evening of Tuesday, May 9, and a press statement was made by Sean Spicer at the same time.[50] Comey was in Los Angeles that day giving a speech to agents at the Los Angeles Field Office, and Comey learned of the termination through a news report being telecast while he was speaking. (Sources said he was surprised and caught off guard by the termination.) Comey immediately left for Washington, D.C., and cancelled another scheduled speech that night at an FBI recruitment event.[81]
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Observers were suspicious of the timing of the dismissal, given the ongoing Russia investigation. (Comey's suitability for the job was not as great an issue, with many Democrats having previously called for Comey's resignation or doubted his credibility.)[82][83][84][85][86][85][87] In an interview with CNN, President Trump's Counselor[image: External link] Kellyanne Conway denied that Comey's dismissal was part of a White House cover-up of the Russia investigation.[88] The dismissal took place just a few days after Comey reportedly requested additional resources to step up the Russia investigation; however the Justice Department denied that such a request was made.[80][89][48] On May 9, before the dismissal, it was revealed that federal prosecutors issued grand jury subpoenas to Flynn's associates, representing a significant escalation in the FBI's Russia investigation.[46][90]

Comey was scheduled to testify at the Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link] on May 11.[91]
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On the same day, May 9, President Trump hired a law firm to send a letter to the Senate Judiciary Committee denying any business or other connections to Russia, "with some exceptions". The law firm itself turned out to have "deep ties" to Russia, and had even been selected as "Russia Law Firm of 2016".[92][93] No evidence was provided in the letter itself, such as tax returns.[94] The letter was a response to earlier statements by Senator Lindsey Graham stating that he wanted to know whether there were any such ties.[95]
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Media reports had cast doubt on the original justification for Comey's dismissal. In a report based on anonymous interviews with White House staff, CNN reported that Trump's decision to fire Comey had been made first, with Sessions' and Rosenstein's letters being drafted to justify the decision.[96] According to an anonymous source who spoke to The Washington Post, they were instructed to do so by Trump on May 8. The same source also said that Rosenstein had threatened to resign after his letter was cited as the primary reason for Comey's dismissal.[97] Other media noted the disconnect between the dismissal and Trump's praise of Comey's actions in the campaign and throughout his presidency until a week beforehand.[98]

News commentators characterized the termination as extraordinary and controversial. CNN's legal analyst Jeffrey Toobin[image: External link] went so far as to characterize it as an "abuse of power".[25] It was compared to the Saturday Night Massacre[image: External link], President Richard Nixon's termination of special prosecutor Archibald Cox[image: External link], who had been investigating the Watergate scandal[image: External link].[99] John Dean[image: External link], White House Counsel under President Nixon, called it a "a very Nixonian move" saying that it "could have been a quiet resignation, but instead it was an angry dismissal".[100] Among the two reporters noted for investigating the Watergate scandal, Bob Woodward[image: External link] said that "there is an immense amount of smoke" but that comparisons of the Comey dismissal to Watergate were premature,[28] while Carl Bernstein[image: External link] said that the firing of an FBI director overseeing an active investigation was a "potentially more dangerous situation than Watergate."[101]

The New York Times' Editorial Board published an editorial slamming the move, calling Trump's explanation "impossible to take at face value" and stating Trump had "decisively crippled the FBI's ability to carry out an investigation of him and his associates".[102]

Democratic Senator Chuck Shumer renewed his call for a special prosecutor to investigate Russia's involvement in the election and its influence on members of the Trump campaign and administration.[4][103] Republican Senator John McCain renewed his call for a special congressional committee to investigate.[104] Democratic Representative Adam Schiff observed that Sessions had previously recused himself from involvement in the Russia investigation and suggested that recommending Comey's termination violated that pledge because Comey was the lead investigator.[105] In addition to the criticisms from Democratic leaders, some Republican leaders also expressed concern, including Richard Burr[image: External link], Roy Blunt[image: External link], Bob Corker[image: External link], Justin Amash[image: External link], and others.[106][107] Other Republican leaders came to Trump's defense including Susan Collins[image: External link] and Lindsey Graham.[108]

Senator Al Franken[image: External link] called Sessions' actions in recommending Comey's dismissal a breach by Sessions of his commitment in March 2017 to recuse himself from anything to do with the investigation into ties between Trump's team and Russia, as well as from the Clinton email controversy. Franken called Sessions' action a "complete betrayal" of his promise to recuse.[109]

Immediate response from the White House regarding concerns from congressional leaders and the media was limited. White House Deputy Press Secretary Sarah Sanders stated that the White House would push for an immediate ending of Russian investigations and that it was time to "move on" from accusations of Russian interference into the election.[110][111] Kellyanne Conway denied that Comey's dismissal was part of a White House cover-up.[88] Trump furthermore commented on Twitter, mocking Senators Chuck Schumer[image: External link] and Richard Blumenthal[image: External link], and saying that Schumer was "crying like a baby" and that Blumenthal "devised one of the greatest military frauds[image: External link] in U.S. history".[112]
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See also: Donald Trump–Russia dossier


Trump's assertion in the termination letter that Comey had told him on three separate occasions that he (Trump) was not under investigation[5] was challenged.[113] Fact checkers reported that while they had no way of knowing what Comey may have told Trump privately, no such assertion was on the public record, and the White House declined to provide any more detail.[114] According to a May 10 article in The Washington Post, sources knowledgeable about the matter stated that Trump's assertion as well as other assertions made by Trump about events leading up to the dismissal were false.[115][7]

In a Twitter post on May 12, Trump implied that he (Trump) may have the conversations with Comey on tape,[8] saying that "James Comey better hope that there are no 'tapes' of our conversations before he starts leaking to the press!"[8] The possibility of the existence of secret tapes created further pressure on Trump to make any tapes and other evidence available to investigators.[8] In his June 8 testimony, Comey said "I've seen the tweet about tapes. Lordy, I hope there are tapes!" He added that he would consent to the release of any such recordings.[116]

In the written opening statement for his June 8 testimony before the Senate Intelligence Committee, Comey said he had assured Trump on three separate occasions that he personally was not the subject of an FBI counterintelligence investigation.[117] Comey said Trump repeatedly pressed for him to say so publicly, but Comey cautioned that might not be a good idea for legal reasons.[117] Comey added that Trump's private comments urging him to drop the Flynn probe led him to tell his Justice Department colleagues they needed to be careful.[118] Comey also indicated that he had prepared notes on each of his interactions with Trump and had arranged for them to be publicly released.[118]

It was reported that Trump's private lawyer Marc Kasowitz declared that Comey's statements vindicate Trump and clears him of any wrongdoing.[119] The investigations now focus on the scope of Russian interference in US politics.[119] The possible existence of audio recordings has taken a life of its own, with Trump refusing to acknowledge their existence,[120] and members of Congress, from both parties, calling on Trump to say once and for all whether they exist, and others calling for them to be provided, by subpoena if necessary.[121]
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Criticism of Trump's decision came immediately from various experts on governance[image: External link] and authoritarianism[image: External link],[122][123][124][125] and various politicians from across the political spectrum.[4][103][126] Top Republican[image: External link] politicians supported the firing.[127] Many elected officials called for a special prosecutor or independent commission to continue the investigation into Russia's influence on the election,[126] while some Republicans stated that such a move would be premature.[127]
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On May 10, 2017, Comey sent a farewell letter to the FBI and his friends:


To all:

I have long believed that a President can fire an FBI Director for any reason, or for no reason at all. I'm not going to spend time on the decision or the way it was executed. I hope you won't either. It is done, and I will be fine, although I will miss you and the mission deeply.

I have said to you before that, in times of turbulence, the American people should see the FBI as a rock of competence, honesty, and independence. What makes leaving the FBI hard is the nature and quality of its people, who together make it that rock for America.

It is very hard to leave a group of people who are committed only to doing the right thing. My hope is that you will continue to live our values and the mission of protecting the American people and upholding the Constitution. If you do that, you too will be sad when you leave, and the American people will be safer.

Working with you has been one of the great joys of my life. Thank you for that gift.

Jim Comey
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In an Oval Office meeting the day after Comey's dismissal, Trump reportedly made a comment to visiting foreign minister, Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] and Russian ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link] about the firing: "I just fired the head of the F.B.I. He was crazy, a real nut job," adding "I faced great pressure because of Russia. That’s taken off." The comments were recorded in official White House notes made during the meeting.[14][128][129]

Sean Spicer, the White House Press Secretary, was contacted by The New York Times, and he did not contest the accuracy of the statements by Trump to the Russians.[130] A government official quoted by the newspaper said that Trump was using a negotiating tactic, creating "a sense of obligation with Russian officials".[14]
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News reports indicated that President Trump continued to be surprised and frustrated by the reactions to Comey's termination, both from the political leadership and from the media. Immediately after Trump's termination announcement, Deputy Press Secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders, Sessions and other administration associates stated that Trump fired Comey solely on the recommendations of Sessions and Rosenstein.[131] In an interview with Lester Holt of NBC News on May 12, 2017, Trump indicated that the dismissal was connected to the Russia investigation, saying "When I decided [to fire Comey], I said to myself, I said, 'You know, this Russia thing with Trump and Russia is a made up story".[11] He described Comey as a "showboat" and a "grandstander", while suggesting that the FBI had been "in turmoil". Trump stated that he had been planning to fire Comey regardless of recommendations.

Several Democratic Congress members – among them, Illinois Sen. Dick Durbin[image: External link], New York Rep. Jerrold Nadler[image: External link], and California Rep. Maxine Waters[image: External link] – and some commentators suggested that Trump's rationale for Comey's dismissal in the interview amounted to a de facto admission to obstruction of justice[image: External link].[132][133][134][135][136]

Administration officials struggled with messaging and media reports indicated frustration among the officials in trying to keep up with the President's thinking. Vice President Mike Pence was reportedly rattled by the changing messaging as he attempted to support the President.[137] According to media sources, morale within the White House plummeted in the days immediately following and the President isolated himself not only from the media but from his own staff.[137] Interaction between the Press Secretary's office and the President was strained. Following the termination announcement, Sanders took over press briefings from Press Secretary Sean Spicer, because Spicer had duties with the Navy Reserve.[138][139] Spicer eventually resumed the briefings.

In a May 12 Twitter post, Trump appeared to threaten to release recordings of his discussions with Comey in the form of unidentified tapes, tweeting: "James Comey better hope that there are no 'tapes' of our conversations before he starts leaking to the press!," a statement taken by many Democrats and commentators also as an attempt to intimidate[image: External link] Comey into not discussing details of the investigation during intelligence committee hearings.[140][141][142][143] In another post later that morning, Trump also suggested that the White House might stop hosting the daily press briefings altogether, and that he would instead take over the communication role himself "for the sake of efficiency," which some media outlets took as him expressing disdain for criticism of the White House's communications staff's handling of messaging administration issues.[139][144] When asked by reporters at that day's press briefing about Trump's claim of having taped conversations with Comey, Spicer refused to state if any tapes existed, or whether there is a recording system in the Oval Office.[145] He stated that the tweet was not a warning or a threat, but just a statement of facts.[146] When asked whether he has recordings in the Oval Office, Trump responded "Well, that I can't talk about. I won't talk about that."[147] Trump refused to confirm or deny the existence of tapes when asked, but has stated that it falls under his right to hold private property[image: External link] and his executive privilege[image: External link] as the current President of the United States.[citation needed[image: External link]] This has been heavily disputed, as any recordings from the White House are government property under the Supreme Court decision United States v. Nixon[image: External link], and must not be destroyed.[148][149] On May 15, the ACLU[image: External link] filed a Freedom of Information Act[image: External link] request on all documents related to Comey's dismissal, which would include any Comey tapes that exist.[150]
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Comey was generally well-liked within the FBI, and his sudden dismissal shocked many FBI agents[image: External link], who admired Comey for his political independence. Agents were stunned that Comey was fired in the midst of the investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 election.[56][55] The dismissal reportedly damaged morale within the Bureau.[56][55] The way that Comey had first learned that he had been fired—from television news reports, while he was in Los Angeles—also angered agents, who considered it a sign of disrespect from the White House.[55]
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Main article: Comey memos


On May 16, 2017, it was first reported that Comey had prepared memos[image: External link] following each of his interactions with President Trump.[151][23][152] In one of these meetings, Comey says Trump attempted to persuade Comey to abort the investigation into Flynn, who had resigned the previous day.[23][152][151][153][154] Comey would record a detailed memo after every meeting, including phone calls, with President Donald Trump.[155] One memo referred to a February 14, 2017 Oval Office meeting between Comey and Trump, in which, according to the memo, the president stated "I hope you can see your way clear to letting this go, to letting Flynn go. He is a good guy. I hope you can let this go."[151] Comey made no commitments to Trump on the subject.[151]

The Times reported that the memo, which is not classified[image: External link], was part of a "paper trail" created by Comey to document "what he perceived as the president's improper efforts to influence a continuing investigation".[151] Comey shared the memo with "a very small circle of people at the FBI and Justice Department[image: External link]."[152] Comey and other senior FBI officials perceived Trump's remarks "as an effort to influence the investigation, but they decided that they would try to keep the conversation secret—even from the F.B.I. agents working on the Russia investigation—so the details of the conversation would not affect the investigation."[151] Some were deliberately written without classified information so that they could be shared.[156]

Two individuals who read the February 14 memo told the Times that "Comey created similar memos—including some that are classified—about every phone call and meeting he had with the president."[151] In his June 8 testimony Comey explained that he had documented his conversations with Trump because he "was honestly concerned he (Trump) might lie" about them. "I knew there might come a day when I might need a record of what happened," he said.[58] The Washington Post reported that two Comey associates who had seen Comey's memo described it as two pages long and highly detailed.[152] The Times noted that contemporaneous notes created by FBI agents are frequently relied upon "in court as credible evidence of conversations."[151]

In his testimony before the Senate Intelligence Committee on June 8, Comey revealed that he had been the source, through a friend (later revealed to be Columbia Law School[image: External link] professor Daniel Richman[image: External link]), of the public revelation of his February 14 memo. He said he decided to make it public in hopes that it might "prompt the appointment of a special counsel". Robert Mueller was appointed as special counsel the next day.[157]
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Immediately after Comey's dismissal, many Democrats renewed their calls for the appointment of a special prosecutor[image: External link] to continue the investigation into Russia's influence on the election.[126]

The White House continued to insist that no special prosecutor was necessary in the Russia investigation, instead giving its support to Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein who is currently leading the effort, along with Comey's future successor.[159] The White House has also said that it was "time to move on" after the 2016 election[image: External link].[110] President Trump tweeted that Democratic members of Congress calling for a special prosecutor and criticizing the dismissal of Comey are "phony hypocrites!"[160]

On May 11, nineteen Democratic state attorneys general[image: External link], led by Maura Healey[image: External link] of Massachusetts[image: External link], signed a letter asking Rosenstein to appoint an "independent special counsel" to investigate Russia's attempts to meddle in the United States presidential election. The Attorney General for the District of Columbia[image: External link] also signed the letter.[158]

Trump released a statement from his law firm[image: External link], Morgan, Lewis & Bockius[image: External link], saying that Trump has no income or loans in Russia—"with a few exceptions". The firm's statement was criticized because of its strong ties to Russia.[161] The organization was also listed as "Russian Law Firm of the Year" in 2016.[162] On May 12, the United States Office of Government Ethics[image: External link] released a statement that was widely seen as thinly veiled criticism of the President.[163][164][165][166] Adam Schiff[image: External link], the ranking Democratic member of the House Intelligence Committee[image: External link], demanded that Trump turn over any "Comey Tapes" made and called for a special prosecutor.[167]

On May 17, Rosenstein appointed former FBI Director Robert Mueller[image: External link] as special counsel[image: External link] to lead the investigation into Russia's involvement in the 2016 election.[168] On May 23, 2017, the U.S. Department of Justice ethics experts announced they had declared Mueller ethically able to function as special counsel.[169] On June 3, Rosenstein said he would recuse from supervision of Mueller, if he himself were to become a subject in the investigation due to his role in Comey's dismissal.[170]
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Senator Mark Warner[image: External link] of Virginia[image: External link], the ranking Democratic member[image: External link] of the Senate Intelligence Committee, is seeking to allow Comey to testify at an open, public hearing, stating that it is "extremely important that Comey come to an open hearing in the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence as quickly as possible and testify as to the status of the U.S.–Russia investigation at the time of his firing".[91]

Among members of Congress:


	138 Democrats, two independents (Senators Bernie Sanders and Angus King[image: External link]), and two Republicans (Representatives Mike Coffman[image: External link][171] and Tom McClintock[image: External link]), called for a special prosecutor[image: External link], independent prosecutor, or an independent commission to examine ties between the Russian government and Trump's associates.[126]


	84 Democrats and five Republicans called for an independent investigation into Russian ties. For example, Republican Senator John McCain said "I have long called for a special congressional committee[image: External link]" while Democratic Representative Salud Carbajal[image: External link] stated, "anything less would imperil our democracy".[126]


	42 Republicans, and 8 Democrats, expressed "questions or concerns" about Comey's firing; examples of members of Congress in this group are Republican Senator Marco Rubio ("I do have questions"); Republican Senator Lisa Murkowski[image: External link] ("serious cause for concern"); Democratic Representative Marcia L. Fudge[image: External link] ("the American people deserve answers").[126]


	98 Republicans, but no Democrats, were neutral or supportive of Comey's firing.[126]


	141 Republicans and 11 Democrats did not release a statement.[126]




Multiple Democratic members of Congress discussed an "impeachment clock" for Trump, saying that he was "moving" toward impeachment and raising the possibility of bringing forth articles of impeachment[image: External link] for obstruction of justice and criminal malfeasance if proof of illegal activity is found.[172][173] Senator Richard Blumenthal[image: External link] of Connecticut[image: External link] stated in an interview: "It may well produce another United States v. Nixon[image: External link] on a subpoena that went to United States Supreme Court. It may well produce impeachment proceedings, although we're very far from that possibility."[174]
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 Succession




After Comey's dismissal, FBI Deputy Director[image: External link] Andrew G. McCabe[image: External link] became the acting FBI Director.[55] It was reported that eight people were being interviewed to succeed Comey: Senator John Cornyn[image: External link] of Texas, former Assistant Attorney General[image: External link] for the Criminal Division[image: External link] Alice S. Fisher[image: External link], New York Court of Appeals[image: External link] judge Michael Garcia[image: External link], FBI Richmond Division[image: External link] director Adam S. Lee[image: External link], Virginia federal district judge Henry E. Hudson[image: External link], former Homeland Security Advisor[image: External link] Frances Townsend[image: External link], former House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence[image: External link] chair Mike Rogers[image: External link], and McCabe himself.[175] Others have been speculated on.[176][177][178]

Attorney General Jeff Sessions interviewed the candidates and gave his recommendation to Donald Trump.[179][180] On June 7, 2017, President Trump said that he intended to nominate Christopher A. Wray[image: External link] as the new FBI Director.[181]
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 Congressional testimony




On May 10, 2017 the day after being fired by Trump, Comey was invited to testify before a closed session of the Senate Intelligence Committee on May 16, 2017.[182][183][184] Comey declined to testify at a closed session, indicating that he would be willing to testify at a public, open hearing.[185][186] On May 17, the Senate Intelligence Committee invited Comey to testify publicly.[187] Comey accepted the invitation and testified on June 8.[188][189]

On June 7, 2017 an advance copy of Comey's prepared congressional testimony was submitted to the Senate Intelligence Committee.[190] In it, he said that on February 14, 2017, the President attempted to persuade him to "let go" of any investigation into Michael Flynn[image: External link].[191] He added that Trump requested his personal loyalty, to which Comey replied he would give his "honest loyalty" to the President.[192] Comey said Trump, on several occasions, inquired whether there was an investigation into the President himself, to which Comey replied each time that there was not.[193] Comey stated that Trump requested that he publicly declare this so that his image could be improved, but Comey said he told the President he would need to have approval from the Attorney General's office for reasons of legality.[194]

In his live testimony, Comey was asked why he thought he was fired and he replied, "I take the president at his word that I was fired because of the Russia investigation."[195] He took strong exception to Trump's claims that he had fired Comey because the FBI was in "disarray" and "poorly led", saying "Those were lies, plain and simple."[196]

In June 9 and June 11 Twitter comments on Comey's testimony, Trump accused Comey of "so many false statements and lies" and "very cowardly" leaks but added that Comey's testimony had amounted to "total and complete vindication" of Trump. Later that day Trump held a brief news conference, during which he insisted that he did not ask Comey to end the investigation into Flynn and was willing to say so under oath. He twice dodged questions about whether there are tapes of White House conversations.[197][198]
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A number of professors of law, political science, and history have criticized the firing and argue that Trump's action destabilizes democratic norms and the rule of law in the U.S.[122][123][124][125][199][200][201][202] Some have argued that Trump's action creates a constitutional crisis[image: External link].[123] Parallels have been drawn with other leaders who have slowly eroded democratic norms in their countries, such as Turkey's Recep Tayyip Erdoğan or Hungary's Viktor Orbán; political science professor Sheri Berman said those leaders slowly "chipped away at democratic institutions, undermined civil society, and slowly increased their own power."[125]

In a May 2017 essay published in The Washington Post, Harvard constitutional scholar Laurence Tribe[image: External link] wrote: "The time has come for Congress to launch an impeachment investigation[image: External link] of President Trump for obstruction of justice[image: External link]." Tribe argued that Trump's conduct rose to the level of "high crimes and misdemeanors[image: External link]" that are impeachable offenses under the Constitution.[203] He added, "It will require serious commitment to constitutional principle, and courageous willingness to put devotion to the national interest above self-interest and party loyalty, for a Congress of the president's own party to initiate an impeachment inquiry."[203]

Duke law professor[image: External link] and former federal prosecutor Samuel W. Buell said that Trump's attempt to quiet Comey by referencing secret tapes of their conversations in retaliation could be viewed as an effort to intimidate a witness to any future investigation on obstruction of justice[image: External link].[186]

GW Law[image: External link] professor Jonathan Turley[image: External link], who participated in impeachment proceedings against Bill Clinton[image: External link], cautioned that the Comey memo[image: External link] is not a sufficient basis for impeachment, and raises as many questions about Comey's behavior as about Trump's.[204]

Harvard Law professor Jack Goldsmith[image: External link] has argued that claims that Comey "grandstanded" or "politicized" the FBI probe into possible ties between Trump associates and Russia could not be substantiated.[205] Goldsmith wrote, "the only thing Comey ever said publicly about the investigation into the Russia-DNC Hack-Trump Associates imbroglio was to confirm, with the approval of the Attorney General, its existence. To 'grandstand' is to 'play or act so as to impress onlookers.' To 'politicize' means to give something a 'political tone or character.'   Comey was neither grandstanding nor politicizing.  He was doing his job and following the direction of the Attorney General."

New York University law professor Ryan Goodman wrote, "if President Donald Trump orchestrated the decision to fire the Director of the FBI to subvert or undermine the integrity of investigations into the Trump campaign’s possible coordination with Russia, it may amount to an obstruction of justice."[206]
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Legal experts are divided as to whether Trump's alleged request that Comey end the investigation can be considered obstruction of justice[image: External link].[207] Jens David Ohlin of Cornell University Law School and Jonathan Turley of George Washington University have argued that the request does not neatly fit into any of the practices commonly considered to fall under the obstruction of justice statute.[208] Michael Gerhardt of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Julie O'Sullivan of the Georgetown University Law Center argued that it is hard to prove that Trump had an intent to obstruct the investigation.[209] Harvard law professor Alan Dershowitz said that "it's a very, very high bar to get over obstruction of justice for a president."[210] Harvard law professor Jack Goldsmith noted that it was implausible to indict a sitting president, noting that "the remedy for a criminal violation would be impeachment" instead.[211] Erwin Chereminsky of University of California, Irvine School of Law, have argued that it was obstruction of justice.[212]

Noah Feldman of Harvard University noted that the alleged request could be grounds for impeachment.[213] University of Texas law professor Stephen Vladeck said that it was reasonable for people to "start talking about obstruction".[211] Harvard law professor Alex Whiting said that Trump's actions were "very close to obstruction of justice ... but still isn't conclusive".[214] Christopher Slobogin of Vanderbilt University Law School said that a "viable case" could be made but that it was weak.[212] John Dean[image: External link], former White House Counsel to Richard Nixon, called the memo about the private conversation with President Trump concerning the Flynn investigation a "smoking gun" and noted that "good intentions do not erase criminal intent".[215]

Several Republican politicians and conservative journalists have asserted that Comey could be subject to legal jeopardy over his withholding the memos.[216] Legal experts have criticized these assertions, with Harvard Law School professor emeritus Alan Dershowitz[image: External link] saying they are "total nonsense" and University of Texas School of Law[image: External link] professor Robert M. Chesney[image: External link] saying they are "completely uninformed".[216]
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In Comey's June 8 testimony, he said it was not for him to say whether Trump's February 14 request amounted to obstruction of justice, adding "But that's a conclusion I'm sure the special counsel will work toward, to try and understand what the intention was there and whether that's an offense."[217] Some legal experts have said that Comey's testimony advanced the argument that Trump attempted to obstruct justice in his dealings with then-FBI Director James Comey.[218] Diane Marie Amann of University of Georgia, Paul Butler of Georgetown University, Brandon Garrett of University of Virginia, Lisa Kern Griffin of Duke University, Alexander Tsesis of Loyola University, and Alex Whiting of Harvard University said that a obstruction of justice case was advanced by the fact that Comey understood Trump's words as an order to drop an ongoing FBI investigation.[218][219][220] Joshua Dressle of Ohio State University and Jimmy Gurulé of University of Notre Dame said after the testimony that "a prima facie case of obstruction of justice" had been established.[218] Samuel Gross of University of Michigan and Dressle said that there were sufficient grounds to indict Trump for obstruction of justice were he not President, but that a sitting President cannot be indicted, only impeached.[218] Samuel Buell of Duke University said, "Based on Comey's testimony, we know to a virtual certainty that the President is now under investigation for obstruction of justice."[220] Mark Tushnet of Harvard University said that there are "lots of pieces of evidence that could go into making a criminal case and very little to weaken such a case but nothing that in itself shows criminal intent."[218]

Former United States Attorney[image: External link] Preet Bharara[image: External link] said in a June 11, 2017 interview with ABC News, "there's absolutely evidence to begin a case" regarding obstruction of justice[image: External link] by Trump.[221] Bharara went on to note, "No one knows right now whether there is a provable case of obstruction. [But] there's no basis to say there's no obstruction."[221]
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Many media outlets continued to be highly critical of the move. For many critics, the immediate worry was the integrity of the FBI's investigation into the Trump administration's ties to Russia.[222] Some commentators described Comey's firing by the Trump administration as a "Nixonian" act, comparing it to Richard Nixon's orders to three of his cabinet officials to fire special prosecutor Archibald Cox[image: External link] during the Watergate investigation. A number of commentators – including Washington Post columnist Eugene Robinson[image: External link], former CBS News journalist Dan Rather[image: External link], and former New Yorker editor Jeffrey Frank[image: External link] – accused the Trump administration of a cover-up[image: External link] by firing Comey with the intent to curtail the FBI's investigation out of fear of a possible discovery of the extent of Trump's alleged ties to Russia.[223][224][225] Soon after Trump's election, Benjamin Wittes[image: External link] writing in Lawfare[image: External link] had predicted a future firing of Comey, writing "If Trump chooses to replace Comey with a sycophantic yes-man, or if he permits Comey to resign over law or principle, that will be a clear bellwether to both the national security and civil libertarian communities that things are going terribly wrong."[226] Immediately after the dismissal, they reiterated their position, stating that Trump's firing of Comey "undermines the credibility of his own presidency" and implying that the reason given for it was probably a pretext, as Trump had previously praised Comey's handling of the Clinton investigation.[51]

Some commentators observed an emerging pattern of Trump firing government officials involved in investigating his interests: Sally Yates[image: External link], Preet Bharara[image: External link], and Comey.[227][228]

Other media outlets were more supportive. Some sources have stated that, regardless of circumstances, Comey had lost the confidence of the political leadership on all sides of the spectrum and, therefore, his termination was unavoidable in spite of criticizing the president's handling of it and questioning his motives.[229] Some went so far as to decry Democrats and other Trump opponents who criticized the termination after previously having criticized Comey himself for the handling of the Clinton scandal.[230] A few called for a re-opening of the Clinton investigation now that Comey had left.[231]

French daily Le Monde[image: External link] described the firing as a "coup de force" against the FBI.[125] German magazines Der Spiegel[image: External link] and Bild[image: External link] drew parallels with Nixon's Saturday Night Massacre[image: External link], with Der Spiegel saying that "few believe" that Comey was not fired for overseeing a criminal probe into possible ties between Trump associates and Russia.[125][232] The Economist wrote in an editorial that Comey's firing "reflects terribly" on Trump and urged "principled Senate Republicans" to put country before party and establish "either an independent commission" similar to the 9/11 Commission[image: External link], or a bipartisan select committee to investigate the Russia allegations, with either body to have "substantial investigatory resources" and subpoena[image: External link] power.[233]
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Political positions of Donald Trump






The policy positions of President of the United States Donald Trump have elements from across the political spectrum. For example, he has proposed sizable income tax cuts and deregulation consistent with conservative (Republican Party[image: External link]) policies, along with significant infrastructure investment and protection for entitlements for the elderly, typically considered liberal (Democratic Party[image: External link]) policies. His anti-globalization[image: External link] policies of trade protectionism and immigration reduction cross party lines.[1] Trump has said that he is "totally flexible on very, very many issues."[2] Trump's "signature issue" is immigration, especially illegal immigration,[3] and in particular building or expanding a border wall between the U.S. and Mexico.[4] As of October 2016, Trump's campaign had posted fourteen categories of policy proposals on his website, which have been since removed.[5] During October 2016, Trump outlined a series of steps for his first 100 days in office.[6]

Trump's political positions, and his descriptions of his beliefs, have frequently changed.[13] Politico has described his positions as "eclectic, improvisational and often contradictory."[14] According to an NBC News count, over the course of his campaign Trump made "141 distinct shifts on 23 major issues."[15] Fact-checking organizations reported that during the campaign, Trump made a record number of false statements compared to other candidates.[19]
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 In his own words




Trump registered as a Republican in Manhattan in 1987 and since that time has changed his party affiliation five times. In 1999, Trump changed his party affiliation to the Independence Party of New York[image: External link]. In August 2001, Trump changed his party affiliation to Democratic. In September 2009, Trump changed his party affiliation back to the Republican Party. In December 2011, Trump changed to "no party affiliation" (i.e., independent[image: External link]). In April 2012, Trump again returned to the Republican Party.[20]

In a 2004 interview, Trump told CNN's Wolf Blitzer[image: External link]: "In many cases, I probably identify more as Democrat," explaining: "It just seems that the economy does better under the Democrats than the Republicans. Now, it shouldn't be that way. But if you go back, I mean it just seems that the economy does better under the Democrats ... But certainly we had some very good economies under Democrats, as well as Republicans. But we've had some pretty bad disaster under the Republicans."[21] In a July 2015 interview, Trump said that he has a broad range of political positions and that "I identify with some things as a Democrat."[20]

During his 2016 campaign for the presidency, Trump has consistently described the state of the United States in bleak terms, referring to it as a nation in dire peril that is plagued by lawlessness, poverty, and violence, constantly under threat, and at risk at having "nothing, absolutely nothing, left."[22][23] In accepting the Republican nomination for president, Trump said that "I alone can fix" the system,[24] and pledged that if elected, " Americanism[image: External link], not globalism, will be our credo."[23] He has described himself as a "law and order" candidate and "the voice" of "the forgotten men and women."[25] Although Trump was the Republican nominee, he has signaled that the official party platform[image: External link], adopted at the 2016 Republican National Convention, diverges from his own views.[26]

According to a Washington Post tally, Trump made some 282 campaign promises[image: External link] over the course of his 2016 campaign.[27]
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 As described by others




Trump's political positions are widely viewed as populist.[28][29] Among academics, political writers, and pundits[image: External link], Trump and his politics have been classified in greater detail, but in varying ways. Politicians and pundits alike have referred to Trump's populism, anti-free trade and anti-immigrant stances as "Trumpism".[30][31]

Liberal economist and columnist Paul Krugman[image: External link] disputes that Trump is a populist, arguing that his policies favor the rich over those less well off.[32] Harvard Kennedy School[image: External link] political scientist Pippa Norris[image: External link] has described Trump as a "populist authoritarian" analogous to European parties such as the Swiss People's Party[image: External link], Austrian Freedom Party[image: External link], Swedish Democrats[image: External link], and Danish People's Party[image: External link].[33] Columnist Walter Shapiro[image: External link] and political commentator Jonathan Chait[image: External link] describe Trump as authoritarian[image: External link].[34][35] Conservative commentator Mary Katharine Ham[image: External link] characterized Trump as a "casual authoritarian," saying "he is a candidate who has happily and proudly spurned the entire idea of limits on his power as an executive and doesn't have any interest in the Constitution and what it allows him to do and what does not allow him to do. That is concerning for people who are interested in limited government."[36] Charles C. W. Cooke of the National Review[image: External link] has expressed similar views, terming Trump an "anti-constitutional authoritarian."[37] Libertarian[image: External link] journalist Nick Gillespie[image: External link], by contrast, calls Trump "populist rather than an authoritarian".[38]

Legal experts spanning the political spectrum, including many conservative and libertarian scholars, have suggested that "Trump's blustery attacks on the press, complaints about the judicial system and bold claims of presidential power collectively sketch out a constitutional worldview that shows contempt for the First Amendment, the separation of powers and the rule of law."[39] Law professors Randy E. Barnett[image: External link], Richard Epstein[image: External link], and David G. Post[image: External link], for example, suggest that Trump has little or no awareness of, or commitment to, the constitutional principles of separation of powers and federalism[image: External link].[39] Law professor Ilya Somin[image: External link] believes that Trump "poses a serious threat to the press and the First Amendment," citing Trump's proposal to expand defamation laws to make it easier to sue journalists and his remark that Washington Post owner Jeff Bezos[image: External link] would "have problems" if Trump was elected president.[39] Anthony D. Romero[image: External link], the executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union[image: External link], wrote in an op-ed published in the Washington Post in July 2016 that "Trump's proposed policies, if carried out, would trigger a constitutional crisis. By our reckoning, a Trump administration would violate the First, Fourth, Fifth and Eighth amendments if it tried to implement his most controversial plans."[40]

Republican opinion journalist Josh Barro[image: External link] terms Trump a "moderate Republican," saying that except on immigration, his views are "anything but ideologically rigid, and he certainly does not equate deal making with surrender."[41] MSNBC host Joe Scarborough[image: External link] says Trump is essentially more like a "centrist Democrat" on social issues[image: External link].[42] Journalist and political analyst John Heilemann[image: External link] has characterized Trump as liberal[image: External link] on social issues,[43] while conservative talk radio host and political commentator Rush Limbaugh says that Heilemann is seeing in Trump what he wants to see.[44]

John Cassidy[image: External link] of the New Yorker writes that Trump seeks to make the Republican Party "into a more populist, nativist, avowedly protectionist, and semi-isolationist party that is skeptical of immigration, free trade, and military interventionism."[45] Washington Post editorial page editor Fred Hiatt[image: External link] and College of the Holy Cross[image: External link] political scientist Donald Brand describe Trump as a nativist[image: External link].[46][47] Rich Lowry[image: External link], the editor of National Review, instead calls Trump an "immigration hawk" and supports Trump's effort to return immigration levels to what Trump calls a "historically average level".[48] Trump is a protectionist, according to free-market advocate Stephen Moore[image: External link] and conservative economist Lawrence Kudlow[image: External link].[49]

Historian Joshua M. Zeitz[image: External link] wrote in 2016 that Trump's appeals to "law and order" and "the silent majority[image: External link]" were comparable to the dog-whistle[image: External link] and racially-coded[image: External link] terminology of Richard Nixon.[50]
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 Crowdpac




In 2015, Crowdpac gave Trump a ranking of 0.4 L[image: External link] out of 10 L[image: External link].[clarification needed[image: External link]] In 2016, Crowdpac gave Trump a ranking of 5.1C out of 10C, shifting him more to the conservatism spectrum.[51]
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The organization and website On the Issues[image: External link] has classified Trump in a variety of ways over time: as a "moderate populist" (2003);[52] a " liberal[image: External link]-leaning populist" (2003–2011);[53] a "moderate populist conservative" (2011–2012);[54] a " libertarian[image: External link]-leaning conservative" (2012–2013);[55] a "moderate conservative" (2013–2014);[56] a "libertarian-leaning conservative" (2014–2015);[57] a "hard-core conservative" (2015);[58] a "libertarian-leaning conservative" (2015–2016);[58][59] and a "moderate conservative" (2016–present).[60]
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While Trump has repeatedly expressed support for "the idea of campaign finance reform[image: External link],"[61][62] he has not outlined specifics of his actual views on campaign-finance regulation.[61][63][64] For example, Trump has not said whether he favors public financing of elections[image: External link] or caps on expenditures of campaigns, outside groups, and individuals.[61]

During the Republican primary race, Trump on several occasions accused his Republican opponents of being bound to their campaign financiers, and asserted that anyone (including Trump himself) could buy their policies with donations.[65] He called super PACs a "scam" and "a horrible thing".[61][66] In October 2015, he said, "All Presidential candidates should immediately disavow their Super PACs. They’re not only breaking the spirit of the law but the law itself."[67]

Having previously touted the self-funding of his campaign as a sign of his independence from the political establishment and big donors, Trump reversed course and started to fundraise in early May 2016.[68][69][70] While Trump systematically disavowed pro-Trump super PACs earlier in the race, he stopped doing so from early May 2016.[67]
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According to Chris Christie (l,who served briefly as leader of Trump's White House transition[image: External link] team), Trump will, seek to purge[image: External link] the federal government of officials appointed by Obama and will ask Congress to pass legislation making it easier to fire public workers.[71]
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Trump has provided "little detail regarding his positions on disability-related policies," and his campaign website makes no mention of disabled people[image: External link].[72][73][74] As of June 1, 2016, Trump had not responded to the issue questionnaire of the nonpartisan disability group RespectAbility[image: External link].[72]
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 District of Columbia statehood




In August 2015, Trump said that if he were president, he would consider the possibility of statehood for the District of Columbia[image: External link], and would favor "whatever's best for them."[75] In an interview with the Washington Post in March 2016, Trump said that though he didn't yet have a position on statehood, it would be something that "I don’t think I’d be inclined to do". He also said that "having representation would be okay".[76]
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 2016 campaign




Trump has stated his support for school choice and local control for primary and secondary schools. On school choice he's commented, "Our public schools are capable of providing a more competitive product than they do today. Look at some of the high school tests from earlier in this century and you’ll wonder if they weren't college-level tests. And we’ve got to bring on the competition—open the schoolhouse doors and let parents choose the best school for their children. Education reformers call this school choice, charter schools, vouchers, even opportunity scholarships. I call it competition—the American way."[77]

Trump has blasted the Common Core State Standards Initiative, calling it a "total disaster".[78][79] Trump has asserted that Common Core is "education through Washington D.C.", a claim which Politifact[image: External link] and other journalists have rated "false", since the adoption and implementation of Common Core is a state choice, not a federal one.[78][79]

Trump has stated that Ben Carson will be "very much involved in education" under a Trump presidency.[80] Carson rejects the theory of evolution[image: External link], believes that " home-schoolers[image: External link] do the best, private schoolers[image: External link] next best, charter schoolers[image: External link] next best, and public schoolers[image: External link] worst"; he said that he wanted to "take the federal bureaucracy out of education."[81]

Trump has proposed redirecting $20 billion in existing federal spending to block grants[image: External link] to states to give poor children vouchers to attend a school of their family's choice (including a charter school, private school, or online school[image: External link]).[82][83] Trump did not explain where the $20 billion in the federal budget would come from.[82] Trump stated that "Distribution of this grant will favor states that have private school choice and charter laws."[82]
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As president, Trump chose Republican financier Betsy DeVos, a prominent Michigan charter school[image: External link] advocate, as Secretary of Education.[84] The nomination was highly controversial;[85] Washington Post education writer Valerie Strauss wrote that "DeVos was considered the most controversial education nominee in the history of the nearly 40-year-old Education Department."[86] On the confirmation vote the Senate split 50-50 (along party lines, with two Republican senators joining all Democratic senators to vote against confirmation). Vice President Mike Pence used his tie-breaking vote[image: External link] to confirm the nomination, the first time in U.S. history that this has occurred.[84]
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 Eminent domain




Trump has called eminent domain[image: External link] "wonderful" and repeatedly asked the government to invoke it on his behalf during past development projects.[87][88]
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In September 2016, Trump posted a list on his web site of regulations that he would eliminate. The list included what it called the "FDA Food Police" and mentioned the Food and Drug Administration[image: External link]'s rules governing "farm and food production hygiene" and "food temperatures".[89] The factsheet provided by Trump mirrored a May report by the conservative Heritage Foundation[image: External link].[90] It was replaced later that month and the new factsheet did not mention the FDA.[89]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
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Further information: Native Americans in the United States[image: External link]


Colman McCarthy[image: External link] of the Washington Post wrote in 1993 that in testimony given that year to the House Natural Resources subcommittee on Native American Affairs[image: External link], Trump "devoted much of his testimony to bad-mouthing Indians and their casinos," asserted that "organized crime is rampant on Indian reservations" and that "if it continues it will be the biggest scandal ever." Trump offered no evidence in support of his claim, and testimony from the FBI's organized crime division, the Justice Department's criminal division[image: External link], and the IRS's criminal investigation division[image: External link] did not support Trump's assertion.[91] Representative George Miller[image: External link], a Democrat who was the chairman of the Natural Resources Committee[image: External link] at the time, stated: "In my 19 years in Congress, I've never heard more irresponsible testimony."[91]

Trump bankrolled in 2000 a set of anti-Indian gaming[image: External link] ads in upstate New York[image: External link] that featured "a dark photograph showing hypodermic needles and drug paraphernalia," a warning that "violent criminals were coming to town," and an accusation that the St. Regis Mohawks[image: External link] had a "record of criminal activity."[92] The ad—aimed at stopping the construction of a casino in the Catskills[image: External link] that might hurt Trump's own Atlantic City casinos[93]—was viewed as "incendiary" and racially charged, and at the time local tribal leaders, in response, bought a newspaper ad of their own to denounce the "smear" and "racist and inflammatory rhetoric" of the earlier ad.[92] The ads attracted the attention of the New York Temporary State Commission on Lobbying because they failed to disclose Trump's sponsorship as required by state lobbying[image: External link] rules.[92][93][94] Trump acknowledged that he sponsored the ads and reached a settlement with the state in which he and his associates agreed to issue a public apology and pay $250,000 (the largest civil penalty ever levied by the commission) for evading state disclosure rules.[92][93][94]

In 2015, Trump defended the controversial team name and mascot[image: External link] of the Washington Redskins[image: External link], saying that the NFL[image: External link] team should not change its name and he did not find the term[image: External link] to be offensive.[95][96] The "Change the Mascot" campaign, led by the Oneida Indian Nation[image: External link] and National Congress of American Indians[image: External link], condemned Trump's stance.[97]

While campaigning in 2016, Trump has repeatedly belittled Democratic Senator Elizabeth Warren[image: External link] of Massachusetts[image: External link] by calling her " Pocahontas[image: External link]" (a reference to Warren's claim, based on family lore, of Native American ancestry, which she has been unable to document).[98] Trump's comments were criticized by a number of public figures as racist and inappropriate.[99][100] Gyasi Ross[image: External link] of the Blackfeet Nation[image: External link], a Native American activist and author, criticized Trump's "badgering of Elizabeth Warren as 'Pocahontas'" as "simply the continuation of his pattern of racist bullying."[101]
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For several years Trump promoted "birther" conspiracy theories about Barack Obama's citizenship.[102][103][104]

In March 2011, during an interview on Good Morning America[image: External link], Trump said he was seriously considering running for president, that he was a "little" skeptical of Obama's citizenship and that someone who shares this view shouldn't be so quickly dismissed as an "idiot." Trump added: "Growing up no one knew him"[105]—a claim ranked "Pants on Fire" by Politifact[image: External link].[106] Later, Trump appeared on The View[image: External link] repeating several times that "I want him (Obama) to show his birth certificate" and speculating that "there's something on that birth certificate that he doesn't like."[107] Although officials in Hawaii[image: External link] certified Obama's citizenship, Trump said in April 2011 he would not let go of the issue, because he was not satisfied that Obama had proved his citizenship.[108]

After Obama released his long-form birth certificate on April 27, 2011, Trump said: "I am really honored and I am really proud, that I was able to do something that nobody else could do."[109] Trump continued to question Obama's birth certificate in the following years, as late as 2015.[110][111] In May 2012, Trump suggested that Obama might have been born in Kenya.[112] In October 2012, Trump offered to donate five million dollars to the charity of Obama's choice in return for the publication of his college and passport applications before the end of the month.[113] In a 2014 interview, Trump questioned whether Obama had produced his long-form birth certificate.[110] When asked in December 2015 if he still questioned Obama's legitimacy, Trump said that "I don't talk about that anymore."[114]

On September 14, 2016, Trump declined to acknowledge whether he believed Obama was born in the United States.[115] On September 15, 2016, Trump for the first time acknowledged that Obama was born in the United States.[115] He gave a terse statement, saying, "President Barack Obama was born in the United States, period."[115] He falsely accused Hillary Clinton of having started the "Birther" movement.[115][116][117] He also asserted that he 'finished' the birther controversy, apparently referring to Obama's 2011 release of his long-form birth certificate, despite the fact that he continued to question Obama's citizenship in the years that followed.[110][116][118] The next day, Trump tweeted a Washington Post story with the headline "Donald Trump's birther event is the greatest trick he's ever pulled".[119][120] The "greatest trick" of the headline referred to the fact that cable networks aired the event live, waiting for a "birther" statement, while Trump touted his new hotel and supporters gave testimonials.[121] In October 2016, Trump appeared to question the legitimacy of Barack Obama’s presidency, referring to him at a rally as the “quote ‘president.'’'[122]
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Trump has been critical of the ways in which veterans are treated in the United States, saying "the vets are horribly treated in this country... they are living in hell."[123] Trump favors getting rid of backlogs and wait-lists which are the focus of the Veterans Health Administration scandal. He has claimed that "over 300,000 veterans have died waiting for care."[124] In a statement, he said he believes that Veterans Affairs facilities need to be upgraded with recent technology, hire more veterans to treat other veterans, increase support of female veterans, and create satellite clinics within hospitals in rural areas.[125] Trump's proposed plan for reforming the U.S. Department of Veteran's Affairs includes provisions for allowing veterans to obtain care at any doctor or facility that accepts Medicare, increasing funding for PTSD and suicide prevention services, and providing ob/gyn[image: External link] services at every VA hospital.[126] Trump's plan calls for greater privatization of veterans’ care.[127] Trump's plan makes no reference directly to letting veterans get health care outside the VA system but Trump adviser Sam Clovis in May said the candidate was looking into such plans.[127] The Wall Street Journal notes that "such a plan is counter to recommendations from major veterans groups, the VA itself and from the Commission on Care, an independent body established by Congress that last week made recommendations for VA changes."[127] Trump's plan calls "for legislation making it easier to fire underperforming employees, increasing mental-health resources and adding a White House hotline so veterans can bypass the VA and bring problems directly to the president."[127] Trump opposes the current G.I. Bill[image: External link].[128][129]

Trump skipped a televised Republican debate in January 2016 to host a rally to raise money for veterans. In early February, the Wall Street Journal reported that many veterans' groups began to get their checks only after the Journal asked the Trump campaign why they had not.[130] In April, the Journal reported that the funds had yet to be fully distributed.[131]

Trump caused a stir in July 2015 when he charged that Senator John McCain with having "done nothing to help the vets," a statement ruled false by PolitiFact and the Chicago Tribune[123][132] Trump added that McCain is "not a war hero. He was a war hero because he was captured. I like people who weren't captured."[133]
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Main article: Economic policy of Donald Trump



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Environment and energy




Main article: Environmental policy under the Trump administration


By March 2016, Trump had not released any plans to combat climate change or provided details regarding his approach to energy issues more broadly.[134]

In May 2016, Trump asked U.S. Representative Kevin Cramer[image: External link], Republican of North Dakota[image: External link]—described by Reuters as "one of America's most ardent drilling advocates and climate change skeptics[image: External link]"—to draft Trump's energy policy.[135][136]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 California drought




On May 2016, Trump said that he could solve the water crisis in California[image: External link].[137] He declared that "there is no drought," a statement which the Associated Press noted is incorrect.[137] Trump accused California state officials of denying farmers of water so they can send it out to sea "to protect a certain kind of three-inch fish."[137] According to the AP, Trump appeared to be referring to a dispute between Central Valley[image: External link] farming interests and environmental interests; California farmers accuse water authorities of short-changing them of the water in their efforts to protect endangered native fish species.[137]
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 Climate change and pollution




Trump rejects the scientific consensus on climate change,[138][139][140] repeatedly contending that global warming is a "hoax."[141][142] He has said that "the concept of global warming was created by and for the Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing non-competitive," a statement which Trump later said was a joke.[143] Trump criticized President Obama's description of climate change as "the greatest threat to future generations" for being "naive" and "one of the dumbest statements I've ever heard."[144][145] According to a report by the Sierra Club[image: External link], Trump would, if elected President, be the only head of state in the world to contend that climate change is a hoax.[146] In December 2009, Trump and his three adult children had signed a full-pager advertisement from "business leaders" in the New York Times stating "If we fail to act now, it is scientifically irrefutable that there will be catastrophic and irreversible consequences for humanity and our planet" and encouraging "investment in the clean energy economy" to "create new energy jobs and increase our energy security".[147]

Although "not a believer in climate change[image: External link]," Trump has stated that "clean air is a pressing problem" and has said: "There is still much that needs to be investigated in the field of climate change. Perhaps the best use of our limited financial resources should be in dealing with making sure that every person in the world has clean water[image: External link]."[148]

In May 2016, during his presidential campaign, Trump issued an energy plan focused on promoting fossil fuels[image: External link] and weakening environmental regulation.[138] Trump promised to "rescind" in his first 100 days in office a variety of Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] regulations established during the Obama administration[image: External link] to limit carbon emissions[image: External link] from coal-fired power plants[image: External link], which contribute to a warming global climate.[138] Trump has specifically pledged to revoke the Climate Action Plan[image: External link] and the Waters of the United States[image: External link] rule, which he characterizes as two "job-destroying Obama executive actions."[149]

Trump has said "we're practically not allowed to use coal any more," a statement rated "mostly false" by PolitiFact[image: External link].[150] Trump has criticized the Obama administration's coal policies, describing the administration's moves to phase out the use of coal-fired power plants are "stupid."[138] Trump has criticized the Obama administration for prohibiting "coal production on federal land" and states that it seeks to adopt "draconian climate rules that, unless stopped, would effectively bypass Congress to impose job-killing cap-and-trade."[149] Trump has vowed to revive the U.S. coal[image: External link] economy, a pledge that is viewed by experts as unlikely to be fulfilled because the decline of the coal industry is driven by market forces, and specifically by the U.S. natural gas boom[image: External link].[138] An analysis by Scientific American[image: External link] found that Trump's promise to bring back closed coal mines[image: External link] would be difficult to fulfill, both because of environmental regulations and economic shifts.[151] An analysis by Bloomberg New Energy Finance dismissed Trump's claims of a "war on coal": "U.S. coal’s main problem has been cheap natural gas and renewable power, not a politically driven ‘war on coal’... [coal] will continue being pushed out of the generating mix."[152]

Trump wrote in his 2011 book that he opposed a cap-and-trade[image: External link] system to control carbon emissions.[153]

According to FactCheck.org, over at least a five-year period, Trump has on several occasions made incorrect claims about the use of hair spray[image: External link] and its role in ozone depletion[image: External link]. At a rally in May 2016, "Trump implied that the regulations on hairspray and coal mining are both unwarranted" and incorrectly asserted that hairspray use in a "sealed" apartment prevents the spray's ozone-depleting substances[image: External link] from reaching the atmosphere.[154]
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 Opposition to international cooperation on climate change




Trump pledged in his May 2016 speech on energy policy to "cancel the Paris climate agreement"[138] adopted at the 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference[image: External link] (in which 170 countries committed to reductions in carbon emissions[image: External link]).[155][138] Trump pledged to cancel the agreement in his first hundred days in office.[149][156] This pledge followed earlier comments by Trump, in which he said that as president, he would "at a minimum" seek to renegotiate the agreement and "at a maximum I may do something else."[157] Trump characterizes the Paris Agreement "one-sided" and "bad for the United States,"[157] believing that the agreement is too favorable to China and other countries.[155] In his May 2016 speech, Trump inaccurately said that the Paris Agreement "gives foreign bureaucrats control over how much energy we use on our land, in our country"; in fact, the Paris Agreement is based on voluntary government pledges, and no country controls the emissions-reduction plan of any other country.[138]

Once the agreement is ratified by 55 nations representing 55 percent of global emissions (which has not yet occurred), a four-year waiting period goes into effect for any country wishing to withdraw from the agreement.[138] A U.S. move to withdraw from the Paris Agreement as Trump proposes is viewed as likely to unravel the agreement;[138] according to Reuters, such a move would spell "potential doom for an agreement many view as a last chance to turn the tide on global warming."[157]

In Trump's May 2016 speech on energy policy, he declared that if elected president, he would "stop all payment of U.S. tax dollars to global warming programs."[138] This would be a reversal of the U.S. pledge to commit funds to developing countries to assist in climate change mitigation[image: External link] and could undermine the willingness of other countries to take action against climate change.[138]

In August 2016, 375 members of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences[image: External link], including 30 Nobel laureates[image: External link], issued an open letter warning that Trump's plan to unilaterally withdraw from the Paris Agreement would have dire effects on the fight against climate change.[158][159] The scientists wrote, in part:


[I]t is of great concern that the Republican nominee for President has advocated U.S. withdrawal from the Paris Accord. A "Parexit" would send a clear signal to the rest of the world: "The United States does not care about the global problem of human-caused climate change. You are on your own." Such a decision would make it far more difficult to develop effective global strategies for mitigating and adapting to climate change. The consequences of opting out of the global community would be severe and long-lasting – for our planet's climate and for the international credibility of the United States.[159]
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 Energy independence




In his May 2016 speech on energy policy, Trump stated : "Under my presidency, we will accomplish complete American energy independence. We will become totally independent of the need to import energy from the oil cartel or any nation hostile to our interest."[138] The New York Times reported that "experts say that such remarks display a basic ignorance of the workings of the global oil markets."[138]
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 Environmental regulation




In January 2016, Trump vowed "tremendous cutting" of the budget for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] if elected.[160] In an October 2015 interview with Chris Wallace, Trump explained, "what they do is a disgrace. Every week they come out with new regulations."[161] When Wallace asked, "Who's going to protect the environment?", Trump answered "we'll be fine with the environment. We can leave a little bit, but you can't destroy businesses."[161]

Trump has charged that the "U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service[image: External link] abuses the Endangered Species Act[image: External link] to restrict oil and gas exploration."[149] In 2011, Trump said that would permit drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge[image: External link] in northeastern Alaska[image: External link].[162]

In July 2016, Trump suggested that he was in favor of state and local bans on hydraulic fracturing (fracking)[image: External link], saying, "I’m in favor of fracking, but I think that voters should have a big say in it. I mean, there's some areas, maybe, they don’t want to have fracking. And I think if the voters are voting for it, that's up to them... if a municipality or a state wants to ban fracking, I can understand that."[163][164]
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 Keystone XL




Main article: Keystone Pipeline


Trump has promised to construct the Keystone XL pipeline, a proposed project to bring Canadian petroleum to the U.S.[138] Trump pledged that if elected, he would ask TransCanada Corp.[image: External link] to renew its permit application for the project within his first hundred days in office.[149] Trump has claimed that Keystone XL pipeline will have "no impact on environment" and create "lots of jobs for U.S.,"[165] although in fact the pipeline is projected to create only 35 permanent jobs.[166]

In his first days in office, Trump revived the Keystone XL project, signing a presidential memorandum[image: External link] reversing the rejection of the proposed pipeline that President Obama had made. Trump "also signed a directive ordering an end to protracted environmental reviews," pledging to make environmental review " a very short process."[167]
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 Dakota Access Pipeline




Main articles: Dakota Access Pipeline and Dakota Access Pipeline protests[image: External link]


Trump has financial ties to Energy Transfer Partners[image: External link] and Phillips 66[image: External link] who are both directly involved in the controversial project. The CEO of Energy Transfer Partners is a campaign donor for Donald Trump.[168]
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 Renewable energy




In his 2015 book Crippled America, Trump is highly critical of the "big push" to develop renewable energy, arguing that the push is based on a mistaken belief that greenhouse gases contribute to climate change.[169] He writes, "There has been a big push to develop alternative forms of energy—so-called green energy—from renewable sources. That's a big mistake. To begin with, the whole push for renewable energy is being driven by the wrong motivation, the mistaken belief that global climate change is being caused by carbon emissions. If you don't buy that—and I don't—then what we have is really just an expensive way of making the tree-huggers feel good about themselves."[169]

Despite criticizing wind farms in the past (calling them "ugly"), Trump has said that he does not oppose the wind production[image: External link] tax credit, saying: "I'm okay with subsidies, to an extent."[170] Trump has criticized wind energy for being expensive and for not working without "massive subsidies".[171] He added, "windmills are killing hundreds and hundreds of eagles. One of the most beautiful, one of the most treasured birds—and they're killing them by the hundreds and nothing happens,"[171] a claim rated as "mostly false" by PolitiFact since best estimates indicate that about one hundred golden eagles are killed each year by wind turbine blades.[172]

In his official platform, Trump claims that he will reduce bureaucracy which would then lead to greater innovation.[149] His platform mentions "renewable energies", including "nuclear, wind and solar energy" in that regard but adds that he would not support those "to the exclusion of other energy".[149]

Trump supports a higher ethanol mandate[image: External link] (the amount of ethanol required by federal regulation to be blended into the U.S. gasoline supply).[173] Trump vowed to protect the government’s Renewable Fuel Standard and the corn-based ethanol.[174]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Wildlife conservation and animal welfare




In October 2016, the Humane Society denounced Trump's campaign, saying that a "Trump presidency would be a threat to animals everywhere" and that he has "a team of advisors and financial supporters tied in with trophy hunting, puppy mills, factory farming, horse slaughter, and other abusive industries."[175]

In February 2017, under the Trump administration, the U.S. Department of Agriculture[image: External link] (USDA) unexpectedly removed from its public website "all enforcement records related to horse soring[image: External link] and to animal welfare[image: External link] at dog breeding operations and other facilities."[176] The decision prompted criticism from animal welfare advocates (such as the Animal Welfare Institute[image: External link]), investigative journalists[image: External link], and some of the regulated industries (the Association of Zoos and Aquariums[image: External link] and the group Speaking of Research[image: External link] said that the move created an impression of non-transparency).[176]
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Main article: Foreign policy of Donald Trump
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See also: Health care reform debate in the United States[image: External link], Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, and American Health Care Act[image: External link]


According to a report by the RAND Corporation[image: External link], Trump's proposed health-care policy proposals, depending on specific elements implemented, would result in between 15 and 25 million fewer people with health insurance and increase the federal deficit in a range from zero to $41 billion in 2018. This was in contrast to Clinton's proposals, which would expand health insurance coverage for between zero and 10 million people while increasing the deficit in a range from zero to $90 billion in 2018.[177][178] According to the report, low-income individuals and sicker people would be most adversely affected by his proposed policies, although it was pointed out that not all policy proposals have been modeled.[178]
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 Affordable Care Act and health-care reform




As the 2016 campaign unfolded, Trump stated that he favors repealing the Affordable Care Act (ACA or "Obamacare")—which Trump refers to as a "complete disaster"[179]—and replacing it with a "free-market system."[180] On his campaign website, Trump says, "on day one of the Trump Administration, we will ask Congress to immediately deliver a full repeal of Obamacare."[181][182] Trump's campaign has insisted that the candidate has "never supported socialized medicine[image: External link]."[180]

Trump has cited the rising costs of premiums and deductibles as a motivation to repeal the Affordable Care Act.[183] However, according to a study by the Kaiser Family Foundation[image: External link], the after-subsidy premium costs to those with insurance coverage via the Affordable Care Act's exchanges did not change significantly on average from 2016 to 2017, as increases in the subsidies offset pre-subsidy insurance premium increases. For example, after-subsidy costs for a popular "silver plan" remained around $200/month in 2016 and 2017.[184] An estimated 70% of persons on the exchanges could purchase a plan for $75/month after subsidies.[185] Further, in the employer market, health insurance premium cost increases from 2015-2016 were an estimated 3% on average, low by historical standards. While deductibles rose 12% on average from 2015-2016, more workers are pairing higher-deductible plans with tax-preferred health savings accounts[image: External link] (HSAs), offsetting some of the deductible increase (i.e., lowering their effective deductible).[186]

The Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] reported in March 2016 that there were approximately 23 million people with insurance due to the law, with 12 million people covered by the exchanges (10 million of whom received subsidies to help pay for insurance) and 11 million made eligible for Medicaid.[187] The CBO also reported in June 2015 that: "Including the budgetary effects of macroeconomic feedback, repealing the ACA would increase federal budget deficits by $137 billion over the 2016–2025 period."[188] CBO also estimated that excluding the effects of macroeconomic feedback, repeal of the ACA would increase the deficit by $353 billion over that same period.[188]

In the early part of his campaign, Trump responded to questions about his plan to replace the ACA by saying that it would be "something terrific!"[179][189] Trump subsequently said at various points that he believes that the government should have limited involvement of health care, but has also said that "at the lower end, where people have no money, I want to try and help those people," by "work[ing] out some sort of a really smart deal with hospitals across the country."[189] and has said "everybody's got to be covered."[179] At a February 2016 town hall on CNN, Trump said that he supported the individual health insurance mandate[image: External link] of the ACA, which requires all Americans to have health insurance, saying "I like the mandate. So here's where I'm a little bit different [from other Republican candidates]."[190][191] In March 2016, Trump reversed himself, saying that "Our elected representatives must eliminate the individual mandate. No person should be required to buy insurance unless he or she wants to."[192]

In March 2016, Trump released his health care plan, which called for allowing health-insurance companies to compete across state lines and for making Medicaid into a block grant[image: External link] system for the states. He also called for elimination of the individual mandate for health insurance, for allowing health insurance premiums to be deducted on tax returns, and for international competition in the drug market. In the same document, Trump acknowledged that mental health care[image: External link] in the U.S. is often inadequate but offered no immediate solution to the problem, instead stating that "there are promising reforms being developed in Congress."[192] Trump also emphasized the removal of market entry barriers for drug providers and improved access to imported medication corresponding to safety standards.[193]

Explaining how he would address the problem of ensuring the people that would lose their insurance coverage if Obamacare were repealed, Trump said, "We have to come up, and we can come up with many different plans. In fact, plans you don't even know about will be devised because we're going to come up with plans—health care plans—that will be so good. And so much less expensive both for the country and for the people. And so much better."[194] His plan has been criticized by Republican health experts as “a jumbled hodgepodge of old Republican ideas, randomly selected, that don’t fit together” (Robert Laszewski)[195] providing nothing that "would do anything more than cover a couple million people,” (Gail R. Wilensky).[196]

In 1999, during his abortive 2000 Reform Party presidential campaign, Trump told TV interviewer Larry King[image: External link], "I believe in universal health care[image: External link]."[180] In his 2000 book, The America We Deserve, Trump reiterated his call for universal health care and focused on a Canadian-style[image: External link] single-payer health care[image: External link] system as a means to achieve it.[180] Though he characterized the Canadian health-care system as "catastrophic in certain ways" in October 2016 during the second presidential debate, the Trump campaign website wrote in June 2015 about his support for "a system that would mirror Canada’s government-run healthcare service" under the title "What does Donald Trump believe? Where the candidate stands on 10 issues".[197][198] In 2015, Trump also expressed admiration for the Scottish health-care system, which is single payer.[180]
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In 2014, after a New York physician returned from treating Ebola patients in West Africa[image: External link] and showed symptoms of the disease, Trump tweeted that if the doctor had Ebola, "Obama should apologize to the American people & resign!"[199] When the doctor was later confirmed to have developed ebola[image: External link] in New York, Trump tweeted that it was "Obama's fault" and "I have been saying for weeks for President Obama to stop the flights from West Africa. So simple, but he refused. A TOTAL incompetent!"[200] Trump also criticized President Obama's decision to send 3,000 U.S. troops to affected regions to help combat the outbreak (see Operation United Assistance[image: External link]).[201]

As Dr. Kent Brantly returned to the U.S. for treatment, Trump tweeted that U.S. doctors who went abroad to treat Ebola were "great" but "must suffer the consequences" if they became infected and insisted that "the U.S. must immediately stop all flights from EBOLA infected countries or the plague will start and spread inside our 'borders.'"[202] When an Ebola patient was scheduled to come to the U.S. for treatment, Trump tweeted, "now I know for sure that our leaders are incompetent. KEEP THEM OUT OF HERE!"[203]

Trump's suggestion on the Ebola crisis "would go against all the expert advice being offered," with doctors warning "that isolating West Africa would only make the Ebola outbreak much worse, potentially denying help and supplies from getting in," and possibly destabilizing the countries and contributing to the disease's spread outside West Africa.[201]
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On August 3, 2016, Trump called the Zika virus outbreak in Florida "a big problem".[204] He expressed his support for Florida Governor Rick Scott[image: External link]'s handling of the crisis, saying that he's "doing a fantastic job".[204] When asked if Congress should convene an emergency session to approve Zika funding, Trump answered, "I would say that it's up to Rick Scott."[204] On August 11, 2016, Trump said that he was in favor of Congress setting aside money to combat the Zika virus.[205]
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 Vaccines




Trump believed that childhood vaccinations were related to autism[image: External link], a hypothesis which has been repeatedly debunked.[206][207] The American Academy of Pediatrics[image: External link] and the Autism Speaks[image: External link] patient-advocacy group have "decried Trump's remarks as false and potentially dangerous."[207]

In 2010, the Donald J. Trump Foundation donated $10,000 to Generation Rescue[image: External link], Jenny McCarthy[image: External link]'s nonprofit organization[image: External link] that advocates the incorrect view that autism[image: External link] and related disorders are primarily caused by vaccines[image: External link].[208]
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Main article: Immigration policy of Donald Trump


Illegal immigration was a signature issue of Trump's presidential campaign[image: External link], and his proposed reforms and controversial remarks about this issue have generated headlines.[3] Trump has also expressed support for a variety of "limits on legal immigration and guest-worker visas,"[3][209] including a "pause" on granting green cards, which Trump says will "allow record immigration levels to subside to more moderate historical averages."[210][211][212]
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See also: Capital punishment in the United States


Trump has long advocated for capital punishment in the United States.[213] In May 1989, shortly after the Central Park jogger case[image: External link] received widespread media attention, Trump purchased a full-page ad[image: External link] in four New York City newspapers with the title "BRING BACK THE DEATH PENALTY!" Five defendants (the "Central Park Five") were wrongfully convicted[image: External link] in the case and were subsequently exonerated[image: External link].[213][214][215][216] By October 2016, Trump still maintained that "Central Park Five" were guilty.[217]

In December 2015, in a speech accepting the endorsement of the New England Police Benevolent Association, Trump said that "One of the first things I do [if elected President] in terms of executive order[image: External link] if I win will be to sign a strong, strong statement that will go out to the country, out to the world, that ... anybody killing a police officer—death penalty. It's going to happen, O.K.?"[218][219][220][221] However, under the current U.S. legal system, these prosecutions usually take place in state court[image: External link] under state law, and the president has no authority over such cases.[213][222] Furthermore, 19 states have abolished the death penalty, and mandatory death sentences are unconstitutional, as held by the Supreme Court in Woodson v. North Carolina[image: External link] (1976).[213][222]
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As of May 2016, Trump's campaign website makes no mention of criminal justice reform[image: External link], and Trump rarely talks specifics.[223][224] Trump has stated that he would be "tough on crime" and criticized Barack Obama's and Hillary Clinton's criminal justice reform proposals.[225] When asked about specific criminal justice reforms, Trump reportedly often changes the subject back to supporting police or vague answers about needing to be "tough."[224] In January 2016, Trump said that along with veterans, "the most mistreated people in this country are police."[226]

Trump supports the use of "stop and frisk" tactics, of the kind once used in New York City[image: External link].[227][228] In 2000, Trump also rejected as elitist and naive the arguments of criminal justice reformers that the U.S. criminal justice system puts too many criminals in jail.[223] Trump is in favor of at least one mandatory sentence, where using a gun to commit a crime results in a five-year sentence.[224][229]

Trump has on several occasions asserted that crime is rising in the United States.[223][230][231][232][233][234] Trump's assertion that crime is rising is false; in fact, both violent crime and property crime have been consistently declining in the U.S.[image: External link] since the early 1990s.[235] Trump's claim that "inner-city crime is reaching record levels" received a "pants-on-fire" rating from PolitiFact.[231] As President, Trump reiterated in February 2017 the false claim that crime was rising, saying, “the murder rate in our country is the highest it’s been in 47 years."[236]

In May 2016, Trump stated that the cities of Oakland[image: External link] and Ferguson[image: External link] are "among the most dangerous in the world".[237] In response, CBS News in San Francisco[image: External link] reported that the murder rates in Oakland and Baghdad are comparable,[238] but PolitiFact[image: External link] rated Trump's claim false given that "homicide rates alone are not enough to gauge whether a city is dangerous or not".[239]

On November 22, 2015, Trump retweeted a graphic with purported statistics—cited to a nonexistent "Crime Statistics Bureau"—which claimed that African Americans were responsible for 81% of the homicides of White Americans and that police were responsible for 1% of black homicides compared to 4% of white homicides. Trump's retweet earned PolitiFact's "Pants on Fire" rating and was called "grossly inaccurate" by FactCheck.org the next day.[240][241] Blacks were actually responsible for only 15% of white homicides according to FBI data for 2014.[240] The breakdown of the racial differences in police killings in Trump's retweet was also inaccurate. Based on the percentages, the number of whites killed by police would be almost 4 times greater than the number of blacks. Data from the Washington Post for 2009 to 2013 showed a ratio of 1.5 white deaths by police for each black death.[240] A separate estimate by Peter Moskos, associate professor at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice[image: External link] attributed 10% of white homicides to police and 4% to police for blacks.[241] When asked about the statistics, Trump maintained that the statistics came "from sources that are very credible."[241]
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See also: Federal drug policy of the United States[image: External link]


Trump's views on drug policy[image: External link] have shifted dramatically over time.[242]

At a luncheon hosted by the Miami Herald[image: External link] in April 1990, Trump told a crowd of 700 people that U.S. drug enforcement policy was a "a joke," and that: "We're losing badly the war on drugs[image: External link]. You have to legalize drugs[image: External link] to win that war. You have to take the profit away from these drug czars."[243][244]

In his campaign for the presidency in 2015 and 2016, however, Trump adopted "drug warrior" positions[243] and has sought advice on the issue from William J. Bennett[image: External link], who served as the U.S. first "drug czar[image: External link]" in the 1980s "and has remained a proponent of harsh 1980s-style drug war tactics."[245] Trump told Sean Hannity in June 2015 that he opposes marijuana legalization[image: External link] and that "I feel strongly about that."[243] Trump also claims to have personally never used controlled substances[image: External link] of any kind.[243]

Trump has voiced support for medical marijuana[image: External link],[243] saying that he is "a hundred percent in favor" because "I know people that have serious problems... and... it really, really does help them."[246] When asked about Colorado (where recreational use of marijuana is legal[image: External link]), Trump softened his previously expressed views and essentially said that states should be able to decide on whether marijuana for recreational purposes should be legal.[243][247]
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In his 2000 book The America We Deserve, Trump wrote that he generally opposed gun control, but supported the ban on assault weapons[image: External link] and supported a "slightly longer waiting period[image: External link] to purchase a gun."[248][249][250][251] In his book, Trump also criticized the gun lobby[image: External link], saying: "The Republicans walk the N.R.A. line and refuse even limited restrictions."[251] In 2008, Trump opposed hunting-education classes in schools and called the "thought of voluntarily putting guns in the classroom... a really bad plan."[252]

Trump has since reversed some of his positions on gun issues, and while campaigning for the presidency in 2015 and 2016 has called for the expansion of gun rights.[251] Trump has proposed eliminating prohibitions on assault weapons, military-style weapons and high-capacity magazines[image: External link] (which Trump described as "scary sounding phrases" used by gun control advocates "to confuse people"), as well as making concealed carry permits[image: External link] valid nationwide, rather than on the current state-to-state basis.[248] Trump has said that concealed carry "is a right, not a privilege."[248] He has called for an overhaul of the current federal background check system[image: External link], arguing that "Too many states are failing to put criminal and mental health records into the system."[248][253]

On the campaign trail, Trump has praised the National Rifle Association[image: External link] (NRA),[254] and received the group's endorsement after becoming the presumptive Republican nominee.[255] Trump has described himself as a staunch advocate of the Second Amendment.[249][256] Trump has asserted that the presence of more guns in schools and public places could have stopped mass shootings[image: External link] such as those in Paris, San Bernardino, California[image: External link], and Umpqua Community College[image: External link].[254][257] In June 2016, Trump stated that, "it would have been a beautiful, beautiful sight" to see Omar Mateen[image: External link] shot in the head by an armed patron in the Pulse nightclub shooting[image: External link], reiterating his stance that more people should be armed in public places.[258] A few days later, after two top officials of the NRA[image: External link] challenged the notion that drinking clubgoers should be armed, Trump reversed his position, saying that he "obviously" meant that additional guards or employees should have been armed in the nightclub.[259][260]

In January 2016, Trump said: "I will get rid of gun-free zones on schools, and—you have to—and on military bases... My first day, it gets signed, okay? My first day. There's no more gun-free zones."[261] Trump could not eliminate gun-free school zones by executive order, however, since such zones were created by a federal law[image: External link] that can only be reversed by Congress[image: External link].[251] In May 2016, Trump made ambiguous comments on guns in classrooms, saying: "I don't want to have guns in classrooms. Although, in some cases, teachers should have guns in classrooms."[262] In May 2016, Trump accused Hillary Clinton of lying when she claimed that "Donald Trump would force schools to allow guns in classrooms on his first day in office."[263] According to the Washington Post fact-checker, Clinton's statement was accurate.[264]

Trump supports barring people on the government's terrorist watch list[image: External link] from purchasing weapons, saying in 2015: "If somebody is on a watch list and an enemy of state[image: External link] and we know it's an enemy of state, I would keep them away, absolutely."[251] This is one position where Trump departs from the position of gun-rights groups and most of his Republican rivals for the presidency and supports a stance backed by Senate Democrats.[251]

In 2015, Trump said that he holds a New York concealed carry permit[248][265] and that "I carry on occasion, sometimes a lot. I like to be unpredictable."[265] A 1987 Associated Press story said that he held a handgun[image: External link] permit at that time.[248]

Security personnel and other staffers at a number of Trump's hotels and golf courses told ABC News that patrons are not permitted to carry guns on the property. A Trump spokesman denied this, saying that licensed persons are permitted to carry guns on the premises.[266]

At a rally on August 9, 2016, Trump accused his opponent of wanting to "essentially abolish the Second Amendment", and went on: "By the way, and if she gets to pick her judges, nothing you can do, folks. Although the Second Amendment people, maybe there is, I don't know." These comments were interpreted by critics as suggesting violence against Clinton or her appointees, but Trump's campaign stated that he was referring to gun rights advocates' "great political power" as a voting bloc.[267]
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According to the New York Times, many of Trump's statements on legal topics are "extemporaneous and resist conventional legal analysis," with some appearing "to betray ignorance of fundamental legal concepts."[39]
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Trump has stated that he wants to replace Antonin Scalia on the U.S. Supreme Court with "a person of similar views and principles".[268] He has released a list of eleven potential picks to replace Scalia.[269] The jurists are widely considered to be conservative.[269][270][271][272] All are white, and eight of the eleven are men.[270] The list includes five out of the eight individuals recommended by the Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank.[273] Trump had previously insisted that he would seek guidance from conservative groups such as the Federalist Society and the Heritage Foundation when it came to picking Supreme Court candidates.[270] Several of the judges listed by Trump have questioned abortion rights.[270] Six of the eleven judges have clerked for conservative Supreme Court justices.[270]

Trump has claimed that he "would probably appoint" justices to the Supreme Court who "would look very seriously" at the Hillary Clinton email controversy "because it's a criminal activity."[274] However, under the U.S. Constitution, Supreme Court justices "are neither investigators nor prosecutors."[39]

Trump has criticized Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link] John Roberts, a George W. Bush appointee[image: External link], as a "nightmare for conservatives," citing Roberts' vote in the 2015 decision in King v. Burwell[image: External link], which upheld provisions of the Affordable Care Act.[275] He has also blamed Roberts for the June 2015 Supreme Court ruling legalizing same-sex marriage[image: External link], apparently in error, since in that case Roberts actually dissented from the majority opinion.[276]

In February 2016, Trump called on the Senate to stop Obama from filling the vacant seat on the Supreme Court.[277]

An analysis by FiveThirtyEight[image: External link] shows that, under the assumption that Scalia's vacant seat on the Court will not be filled, and taking account of the advanced age of three of the sitting justices, that a Trump presidency would move the Supreme Court "rightward toward its most conservative position in recent memory".[278]
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Since taking office, Trump has made a series of "escalating attacks on the federal judiciary[image: External link]" in response to judicial decisions against him.[279] After a federal district judge issued a stay of Trump's executive order on travel, immigration, and refugees, Trump disparaged the judge on Twitter, referring to him as a "the so-called judge" and writing: "[He] put our country in such peril. If something happens blame him and court system. People pouring in. Bad!"[279][280]

While presidents in the past have sometimes offer muted criticism of judicial opinions, Trump's personal attacks on individual judges are seen as unprecedented in American history.[281] Trump's remarks prompted criticism from his own Supreme Court nominee, Judge Neil Gorsuch, who told Senator Richard Blumenthal[image: External link] that Trump's statements were "disheartening" and "demoralizing" to the federal judiciary.[279] A number of legal scholars feared that Trump's conduct could undermine public confidence in the courts and endanger the independence of the judiciary[image: External link].[282]
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In October 2016, Trump said that he would push for a constitutional amendment to impose term limits[image: External link] on members of Congress, so that members of the House of Representatives could serve for a maximum of six years and Senators for a maximum of twelve years. Trump also pledged to re-institute a ban on executive branch officials from lobbying for five years after leaving government service and said that he supported Congress instituting a similar five-year lobbying ban of its own, applicable to former members and staff[image: External link].[283][284][285][286] Under current "cooling-off period" regulations, former U.S. Representatives are required to wait one year before they can lobby Congress, former U.S. Senators are required to two years, and former executive-branch officials "must wait either two years or one year before lobbying their former agency, depending on how senior they were."[286]
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 Video game violence




Trump has voiced his opposition to video game violence. After it was erroneously reported that the Sandy Hook shooter[image: External link] frequently played violent video games, Trump tweeted, "Video game violence & glorification must be stopped—it is creating monsters!"[287][288]
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 Science and technology





	See also Climate change and pollution, above.



A 2016 report in Scientific American[image: External link] graded Trump and three other top presidential candidates—Hillary Clinton, Gary Johnson, and Jill Stein—on science policy, based on their responses to a twenty-question ScienceDebate.org[image: External link] survey. Trump "came in last on all counts" in grading, with scientists and researchers faulting him for a lack of knowledge or appreciation of scientific issues.[289]
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As of October 2016, one of Trump's policy advisors declared that, under Trump, NASA would recreate National Space Council[image: External link], pursue a goal of “human exploration of the solar system by the end of the century,” to drive technology developments to a stronger degree than a manned mission to Mars. Other goals would include shifting budget to deep space exploration from Earth science and climate research, pursuit of small satellites and hypersonic technology.[290] A possibility of China joining the International Space Station program was also considered.[290] A stronger role of manned Lunar exploration is possible in NASA's quest for a manned mission to Mars.[290] Prior to that statement, the Trump campaign appeared to have little to no space policy at all.[291]
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 Technology and net neutrality




As of June 2016, Trump has published no tech policy proposals.[292] On the campaign trail, Trump has frequently antagonized Silicon Valley[image: External link] figures,[293] using his Twitter account to lambast tech leaders such as Jeff Bezos[image: External link] of Amazon[image: External link], Tim Cook[image: External link] of Apple[image: External link], and Brian Chesky[image: External link] of Airbnb[image: External link] over a series of months.[292] He is particularly concerned about the social breakdown of American culture caused by technology,[294] and said, "the Internet and the whole computer age is really a mixed bag,"[295] having "complicated lives very greatly."[296]

Trump is opposed to net neutrality[image: External link], asserting that it is "Obama's attack on the internet" and saying that it "will target the conservative media."[297]

The tech publication Recode[image: External link] reports that Trump has made no public statements on the issues of patent reform[image: External link] or broadband access[image: External link].[293]

The Free Press Action Fund[image: External link], a group of tech policy activists, rated Trump the worst 2016 presidential candidate for "citizens' digital lives," citing his positions opposing reforming the Patriot Act, favoring Internet censorship[image: External link], and opposing net neutrality.[298]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Social issues and civil liberties




Main article: Social policy of Donald Trump


See also: Cannabis policy of the Donald Trump administration[image: External link]


Marijuana and the rights of individual states to legalize recreational and medical marijuana was an issue of President Donald Trump's presidential campaign, and he formally stated during his campaign that he believed states should have the right to manage their own policies with regard to medical and recreational marijuana.[299][300] Following his election, he reversed his position on recreational marijuana and stated he believed medical marijuana should be allowed but stated the Federal Government may seek legal resolutions for those states which regulate the growth and sale of recreational marijuana.[301][302]
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Economic policy of Donald Trump






Main article: Political positions of Donald Trump


Donald Trump's signature economic policies, sometimes referred to as Trumponomics,[1] include the raising of tariffs, across-the-board tax cuts, the dismantling of the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link], and the repeal of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act ("Obamacare").[2] Trump's economic plan was released in August 2016 and was widely described as light on details,[3][4][5][6] with Trump insisting "In the coming weeks, we will be offering more detail on all of these policies".[2]
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Trump's signature economic policies are the raising of tariffs, across-the-board tax cuts, the dismantling of the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link] and the repeal of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act ("Obamacare"). Trump unveiled his economic plan on August 8, 2016, with a revised tax proposal.[2]
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 Early economic plan




On the federal personal income tax[image: External link], Trump has proposed collapsing the current seven brackets (which range from 10% to 39.6%) to three brackets of 10%, 20%, and 25%; increasing the standard deduction[image: External link]; taxing dividends[image: External link] and capital gains[image: External link] at a maximum rate of 20%; repealing the alternative minimum tax; and taxing carried interest[image: External link] income as ordinary business income (as opposed to existing law, which provides for preferential treatment of such income).[7][8] With respect to business taxes, Trump has proposed reducing the corporate tax[image: External link] rate to 15%; limiting the top individual income tax rate on pass-through businesses such as partnerships to no more than 15%; repealing most business tax breaks as well as the corporate alternative minimum tax; imposing a "deemed repatriation tax[image: External link]" of up to 10% of accumulated profits of foreign subsidiaries of U.S. companies on the effective date of the proposal, payable over 10 years; and taxing future profits of foreign subsidiaries of U.S. companies each year as the profits are earned (i.e., ending the deferral of income taxes on corporate income earned in other countries).[7][8] Trump has also called for the repeal of the federal estate tax[image: External link] and gift taxes[image: External link] and for capping the deductibility of business interest expenses.[7][8]

Detailed analyses by both two nonpartisan tax research organizations, the conservative Tax Foundation[image: External link] and centrist Tax Policy Center[image: External link], concluded that Trump's tax plan would "boost the after-tax incomes of the wealthiest households by an average of more than $1.3 million a year" and significantly lower taxes for the wealthy.[7][9] The Tax Policy Center "calculated the average tax cuts for the rich and the very rich" under Trump's plan as "$275,000 or 17.5 percent of after-tax income for the top 1 percent, and $1.3 million or nearly 19 percent for the top 0.1 percent (those making over $3.7 million)."[10]

An analysis by Citizens for Tax Justice[image: External link] found that under Trump's plan, the poorest 20% of Americans would see a tax cut averaging $250, middle-income Americans would see a tax cut averaging just over $2,500, and the best-off 1% of Americans would see a tax cut averaging over $227,000.[8] CTJ determined that 37% of Trump's proposed tax cuts would benefit the top 1%.[10]

Trump's claims that his tax plan would be "revenue neutral" have been rated "false" by PolitiFact[image: External link], which found that "Free market-oriented and liberal groups alike say Trump's tax plan would lead to a $10 trillion revenue loss, even if it did create economic growth."[11] An analysis by the Tax Foundation indicated that Trump's tax proposal would increase economic growth by 11% and wages by 6.5%, and create 5.3 million jobs, while decreasing revenue by $10 trillion over a decade.[12] Prominent anti-tax activist Grover Norquist[image: External link] of Americans for Tax Reform[image: External link] called Trump's tax proposal a "pro-growth, Reaganite plan";[13] as of May 2016, Trump has not signed Norquist's no-new-taxes pledge, but has indicated that he will in the future.[14]

Trump has pledged to balance the budget in ten years; not cut Social Security[image: External link] or Medicare[image: External link]; increase defense spending; and enact tax cuts that would lose $9.5 trillion of revenues over the next decade. Economist Jared Bernstein[image: External link] notes that it is mathematically impossible to fulfill all of these pledges, writing: "Trump would need to cut spending outside the Social Security, Medicare, and defense by 114 percent to make his budget balance, which is, of course, impossible."[15] Bernstein, a senior fellow at the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities[image: External link], stated a proposal “loses probably something in the neighborhood of $5 trillion in revenue over 10 years with regressive tax cuts that exacerbate the inequalities that already exist in our economy.”[16] The fact-checking website PolitiFact[image: External link] similarly concluded: "Trump's tax plan means either unprecedented spending cuts or increased federal borrowing. But Trump has released no details about the gap, all the while vowing to protect Social Security and Medicare, two of the largest line items on the federal budget."[10]

An analysis of Trump's campaign proposals by the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget[image: External link] (CRFB) showed that Trump's key proposals would increase the debt by between $11.7 and $15.1 trillion to the U.S. national debt[image: External link] over the next 10 years, with the U.S.'s debt-to-GDP ratio[image: External link] rising from 115% to 140% of GDP. The CRFB analysis showed that "growth would have to be roughly 5 times as large as projected, and twice as high as the fastest growth period in the last 60 years (which was between 1959 and 1968)" in order to balance the budget under Trump's plan, which is "practically impossible."[17][18]

Trump has vowed "tremendous cutting" of budgets for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] and the U.S. Department of Education[image: External link] if elected.[19] However, Trump has "proposed large spending increases in certain areas," which the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities[image: External link] states would mean "even deeper cuts to other programs" if such spending increases are to be offset.[20]

On May 9, 2016, Trump said on Meet the Press[image: External link]: "The thing I'm going to do is make sure the middle class gets good tax breaks. For the wealthy, I think, frankly, it's going to go up. And you know what, it really should go up." The following day, Trump backtracked on his comment on taxation of the wealthy, "saying he had been referring to potential adjustments to his own tax policy proposal" and did not support an increase in taxes of the wealthy from current levels.[14][21] Trump's has frequently throughout his presidential campaign changed his view as to whether the wealthy should see tax cuts or increases.[22]
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 Economic growth




Trump's campaign claimed that the combination of income tax cuts, deregulation, trade protectionism, and additional spending for defense and infrastructure would significantly increase economic growth and job creation.[24] However, several organizations have reported that the results may not be so positive. For example:


	According to a report by Moody's Analytics[image: External link], released in June 2016, the implementation of Trump's stated economic policies would make the U.S. economy "significantly weaker" following an initial boost:




Under the scenario in which all his stated policies become law in the manner proposed, the economy suffers a lengthy recession and is smaller at the end of his four-year term than when he took office (see Chart). By the end of his presidency, there are close to 3.5 million fewer jobs and the unemployment rate rises to as high as 7%, compared with below 5% today. During Mr. Trump's presidency, the average American household's after-inflation income will stagnate, and stock prices and real house values will decline. Under the scenarios in which Congress significantly waters down his policy proposals, the economy will not suffer as much, but would still be diminished compared with what it would have been with no change in economic policies.[23][25][26]




	The Trump campaign disputed Moody's analysis, arguing that the report was based on flawed assumptions about proposals that have not been fully fleshed out and that Trump's tax cuts and deregulation proposals would help stimulate the economy. A Trump adviser also asserted that the costs of Trump's trade and immigration proposals had been overweighted in the analysis by not factoring in how current policies have depressed the wages of U.S. workers.[26]





	According to an analysis by the British research firm Oxford Economics, U.S. economic growth would slow to about 0.3 percent annually - the worst pace since the end of the recession - after two years of Trump's stated policies.[27] In the absence of Trump's policies, the U.S. economy would be $430 billion larger after five years.[27] Global economic growth would decline to about 2.2 percent annually, compared to a forecast of 2.9 percent if Trump's policies were not implemented.[27] The Oxford Economics analysis diverges from the Moody's analysis in that the former assumes that the Federal Reserve would help to mitigate the ramifications of Trump's policies by keeping interest rates close to zero.[27]


	According to an analysis by the Peterson Institute for International Economics[image: External link], Trump's proposed tariff increases on China and Mexico could, if China and Mexico retaliate with their own tariff increases, push the U.S. into recession and cost 5 million U.S. jobs.[28] Even more limited retaliation by China and Mexico, or an aborted trade war (the Trump administration backs down from its tariff increases one year into them) would hit the U.S. economy hard.[28] Gary Clyde Hufbauer, senior fellow at PIIE, notes that there is ample precedent and scope for a U.S. president to unilaterally raise tariffs as Trump has vowed to do, and that efforts to block Trump's actions through the courts, or by amending the authorizing statutes in Congress, would be difficult and time-consuming.[29]


	According to an analysis by University of Michigan[image: External link] economist Justin Wolfers[image: External link] of stock market movements during the first Presidential Debate, the market performs far more poorly when Trump's chances of becoming President are higher.[30] The analysis shows that Wall Street traders expect the profitability of America’s largest businesses to be about 10 to 12 percent lower on average in the event of Trump presidency.[30]


	According to a Financial Times survey of economists, just under 14% of the economists polled between July 28–29 said a Trump victory in November would be positive for U.S. economic growth (compared with roughly 70% for Clinton).[31] According to a survey of National Association for Business Economics (NABE)[image: External link] members, 14% of business economists feel that Trump would do the best job as president of managing the U.S. economy (with 55% choosing Clinton, 15% choosing Gary Johnson, and 15% saying that they did not know or did not have an opinion).[32] According to a survey by The Wall Street Journal, none of the 45 former members of the White House Council of Economic Advisers[image: External link]—spanning eight presidents—openly support Mr. Trump.[33] According to the Financial Times, "most mainstream economists view his economic policies as dangerous quackery."[34]


	370 prominent economists, including 8 Nobel laureates, have signed a letter warning against the election of Donald Trump, calling him a “dangerous, destructive choice” for the country.[35] The letter said that he had not proposed credible solutions to reduce budget deficits, that he has promoted misleading claims about trade and tax policy, chided him for failing to “listen to credible experts” and for promoting “magical thinking and conspiracy theories over sober assessments of feasible economic policy options.”[35]


	According to a November 2016 survey of leading economists, not a single respondent believed that Trump’s 100-day plan (“Seven actions to protect American workers”) was likely to benefit middle-class Americans, and only one economist believed that it was likely to improve the lives of low-skilled Americans.[36]


	Former Treasury Secretary Lawrence Summers[image: External link] wrote in June 2017 that: "We may have our first post-rational president. Trump has rejected the view of modern science on global climate change, embraced economic forecasts and trade theories outside the range of reputable opinion, and relied on the idea of alternative facts rather than evidence-based truth."[37]
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 Budget deficit and debt




In September 2016, Trump advisors Wilbur Ross and Peter Navarro asserted that the increased economic growth stimulated by Trump's proposed income tax cuts and additional military and infrastructure spending would offset much or all of the increased budget deficits caused by these tax cuts and spending increases.[38] However, several organizations have reported that such actions would significantly increase the budget deficit and national debt relative to a 2016 policy baseline. For example:


	According to a September 2016 report by the independent and non-partisan Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget[image: External link], Trump's economic policies would increase the national debt by $5.3 trillion over 10 years, on top of the significant debt increase already in the current law baseline.[39]


	According to a September 2016 analysis by the conservative Tax Foundation[image: External link], Trump's tax plan would reduce federal revenue by around $4.4 to $5.9 trillion over 10 years.[40] The $1.5 trillion gap is because the Trump campaign has not clarified some aspects of the tax plan and have provided contradictory explanations.[40] While the tax plan would reduce taxes across the spectrum, it does so the most for the richest Americans.[40]




Trump and his economic advisers have pledged to radically decrease federal spending in order to reduce the country's budget deficit[image: External link]. A first estimate of $10.5 trillion in spending cuts over 10 years was reported on January 19, 2017.[41]
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 CBO baseline projections




In January 2017, the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] reported its baseline budget projections for the 2017-2027 time periods, based on laws in place as of the end of the Obama administration. CBO forecasted that "debt held by the public" would increase from $14.2 trillion in 2016 to $24.9 trillion by 2027, an increase of $10.7 trillion. These increases are primarily driven by an aging population, which impacts the costs of Social Security and Medicare, along with interest on the debt.[42] As President Trump introduces his budgetary policies, the impact can be measured against this baseline.

CBO also estimated that if policies in place as of the end of the Obama administration continued over the following decade, real GDP would grow at approximately 2% per year, the unemployment rate would remain around 5%, inflation would remain around 2%, and interest rates would rise moderately.[42] President Trump's economic policies can also be measured against this baseline.
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 Fiscal policy (taxes, spending, and budget)
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On August 8, 2016, Trump outlined a new economic plan that involved significant income tax cuts at all levels of income.[2] The day before, Trump removed his previous tax plan from his website.[43] Trump stated that he would flesh out these ideas in more detail in the ensuing days.[2]

He proposed to reduce the number of tax brackets[image: External link] from seven to three, and replace the rates ranging from 10% to 39.6% with 12%, 25% and 33%.[2] He proposed to cut the corporate tax rate from 35% to 15%.[2] The Washington Post notes that a 15% corporate tax rate would be put the United States near the bottom of the "major industrialized nations", where the average is about 25 percent.[2] He proposed to repeal the estate tax[image: External link], which applies to inheritance for estates valued at $5.45 million for individuals and $10.9 million for couples, or roughly the wealthiest 0.2 percent of Americans.[2][4][44][45] Trump also said he would eliminate the carried interest loophole.[2] Trump's plan would also "eliminate the alternative minimum tax and the 3.8 percent net investment income tax, which was levied on high-income households to help fund Medicare expansion under the Affordable Care Act."[46]

Trump has repeatedly stated that the United States is the "highest-taxed nation in the world". His statement has been fully dismissed as false by the Associated Press and PolitiFact,[47][48] The Associated Press noted that the individual tax burden in the U.S. is one of the lowest in the OECD[image: External link] economies.[47] According to the Tax Foundation[image: External link], the U.S. general corporate tax rate amounts to 39%, the third highest in the world.[49] The nominal corporate tax rate of 35% is higher than any other OECD nation; however, many companies pay far below this amount by taking advantage of loopholes. The average company in the S&P 500 paid 26.9% in federal, state, local and foreign taxes each year from 2007-2015.[50]

An analysis by Lily L. Batchelder of New York University School of Law[image: External link] estimated that Trump's new tax plan would cost more than $5 trillion over ten years and would raise taxes for lower and middle income families with children. The research found that the plan would result in gains on standard deduction, but losses on individual deduction.[51][52] According to the Tax Policy Center, Trump's economic plan would raise taxes on many families.[53] For instance, families with head-of-household filing status making between $20,000 and $200,000, including many single parents, would pay more under Trump’s plan than under current tax law.[53] The Tax Center's analysis was based on a static model rather than a "dynamic scoring[image: External link]" model.[54] Another study by the Wharton School of Business[image: External link] found that Trump's tax plan would create economic growth of 1.12% above the baseline and create 1.7 million jobs in 2018, although there would be a much larger loss of jobs and economic growth by 2027 and further by 2040.[54] The Tax Foundation assessed that by 2025 the Trump tax plan would increase the long-run size of the economy by 6.9% to 8.2%, but by adding $2.6 trillion and $3.9 trillion to federal debt.[55] This growth would lead to an increase in wages of 5.4% to 6.3%, an increase in capital stock of 20.1% to 23.9%, and the creation of 1.8 to 2.2 million jobs.[55][56][57][58]

Before Trump declared his candidacy for president in 2015, he regularly shamed and criticized others for not paying their fair share of taxes.[59] However, in the September 2016 presidential debate, Trump said that using loopholes to avoid paying income taxes in the 1970s "makes me smart."[60] In October 2016, the New York Times reported that Trump declared a $916 million loss on his 1995 income tax returns, a tax deduction so substantial it could have allowed him to legally avoid paying any federal income taxes for up to 18 years.[60][61] The Trump campaign did not challenge the accuracy of the tax returns or correct the claim that Trump might not have paid income taxes for 18 years.[60][62][63] Trump also chastised Mitt Romney in 2012 for delaying on releasing his tax returns.[59] Trump has, however, not released his tax returns.[60]
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 National debt




In 1999 Trump proposed a massive one-time "net worth tax" on the rich to wipe out the national debt[image: External link].[64] Elizabeth Warren[image: External link] and Paul Krugman[image: External link] initially agreed with Trump's early positions on taxing the wealthy,[65][66] but not his published positions going into the election, which dramatically reduced taxes for the wealthy. Paul Krugman wrote in May 2016: "Last fall Mr. Trump suggested that he would break with Republican orthodoxy by raising taxes on the wealthy. But then he unveiled a tax plan that would, in fact, lavish huge tax cuts on the rich. And it would also, according to non-partisan analyses, cause deficits to explode, adding around $10 trillion to the national debt over a decade."[67] In 2011 Trump called for a balanced budget amendment,[68] but it was not part of his campaign website policies.[24]

Economist Mark Zandi[image: External link] estimated that if Trump's tax cuts and spending increases were fully implemented as proposed, the national debt trajectory would worsen considerably, with debt held by the public rising from 76% GDP in 2016 to 135% GDP in 2026, considerably above a current policy baseline that rises to 86% GDP in 2026. If only some of Trump's policies were implemented under an alternative scenario of more moderate changes, the debt figure would rise to 111% GDP by 2026.[23] In May 2016, the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget[image: External link] placed the 2026 debt figure under Trump's policies between 111% GDP and 141% GDP, versus 86% under the current policy baseline.[17]

In two interviews in May 2016, Trump suggested that he would "refinance" the U.S. federal debt as a means to relieve the debt.[69][70] Trump said that he would not seek to renegotiate the bonds,[69] but rather would seek to buy the bonds back at a discount.[69][71][72] Economists and other experts variously described Trump's debt proposal as incoherent,[69] fanciful,[71] and reckless,[72] stating that the proposal, if carried into effect, "would send interest rates soaring, derail economic growth and undermine confidence in the world's most trusted financial asset."[72] Tony Fratto[image: External link], a former U.S. Treasury Department[image: External link] who served under George W. Bush, termed Trump's suggestion to refinance the U.S. debt "an insane idea" that "would cause creditors to rightly question the 'full faith' commitment[image: External link] we make."[72] The New York Times reported that: "Repurchasing debt is a fairly common tactic in the corporate world, but it only works if the debt is trading at a discount. If creditors think they are going to get 80 cents for every dollar they are owed, they may be overjoyed to get 90 cents. Mr. Trump's companies had sometimes been able to retire debt at a discount because creditors feared they might default... However, the United States simply cannot pursue a similar strategy. The government runs an annual deficit, so it must borrow to retire existing debt. Any measures that would reduce the value of the existing debt, making it cheaper to repurchase, would increase the cost of issuing new debt. Such a threat also could undermine the stability of global financial markets."[73]
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 Social Security and Medicare




Trump has called for allowing Medicare to negotiate directly with prescription-drug companies to get lower prices for the Medicare Part D[image: External link] prescription-drug benefit, something currently prohibited by law. Trump has claimed on several occasions that this proposal would save $300 billion a year. Glenn Kessler[image: External link], the fact-checker for the Washington Post, gave this statement a "four Pinocchios[image: External link]" rating, writing that this was a "truly absurd" and "nonsense figure" because it was four times the entire cost of the Medicare prescription-drug system.[74]

Unlike his rivals in the 2016 Republican primary race, Trump opposes cuts in Social Security and Medicare benefits.[75][76] This is a departure from Trump's earlier views; in his book published in 2000, Trump called Social Security a "Ponzi scheme[image: External link]" and said it should be privatized.[76] Trump previously proposed raising the Social Security retirement age to 70 from 67, but he backed away from this stance in 2015, instead claiming that Social Security should be funded by canceling foreign aid to anti-American countries.[76]
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 Monetary policy
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 Federal Reserve




Trump supports proposals that would grant Congress the ability to audit the Federal Reserve's[image: External link] decisionmaking and take power away from the Federal Reserve.[77][78][79]

Trump has at times said that he favors the monetary policy[image: External link] currently followed by Janet Yellen[image: External link], Chair[image: External link] of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System[image: External link],[77] and at other times said that the Federal Reserve has created a "very false economy" and that interest rates[image: External link] should change.[80] Trump said in September 2016 that Yellen should be "ashamed" of herself for keeping interest rates low, but earlier that year Trump said that low interest rates were "the best thing we have going for us" and that any increase could be "scary."[81] Trump has at other times accused Yellen of being "highly political" and of doing President Obama's bidding,[77] and at other times complimented her on having "done a serviceable job" though he "would be more inclined to put other people in" the Federal Reserve.[78] He reiterated the critique of the Federal Reserve as an arm of the Democratic Party at the September 2016 Presidential Debate, an accusation which The New York Times found to be "extraordinary", "backed by no evidence" and "plows across a bipartisan line". The accusation is rejected both by Federal Reserve officials and independent expert observers.[82]
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Trump favors returning to the gold standard[image: External link], saying "Bringing back the gold standard would be very hard to do, but, boy, would it be wonderful. We'd have a standard on which to base our money."[83][84] Few economists support a return to the gold standard; Dean Baker[image: External link] of the Center for Economic and Policy Research[image: External link] notes that the proposal is considered a fringe idea among economists.[84]
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 Financial regulation and other regulations




In May 2016, Trump said that if elected president he would dismantle "nearly all" of the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link], a financial regulation[image: External link] package enacted after the financial crisis[image: External link].[85] Trump called Dodd-Frank "a very negative force."[85] Trump told Reuters that he will release his own financial regulation plan in the beginning of June 2016.[86]

Trump promised to roll back existing regulations and impose a moratorium on new regulations, with a specific focus on undoing environmental rules that he said curtail job creation.[2][87] The Wall Street Journal noted that, "It isn’t clear how such a moratorium would apply to financial regulators, whose agencies enjoy greater independence from the executive branch" and that he "made no mention of past calls to repeal or replace parts of the Dodd-Frank financial-regulatory overhaul."[87] In October 2016, Trump proposed to eliminate as many as 70 percent of federal agency regulations.[88]
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 Trade policy




See also: Foreign trade of the United States[image: External link]


When announcing his candidacy in June 2015, Trump said that his experience as a negotiator in private business would enhance his ability to negotiate better international trade deals as President.[91][92]

Trump identifies himself as a "free trader,"[93] but has been widely described as a "protectionist".[94][95][96][97][98] Trump has described supporters of international trade as “blood suckers.”[99] According to the New York Times, since at least the 1980s, Trump has advanced mercantilist[image: External link] views, "describing trade as a zero-sum game[image: External link] in which countries lose by paying for imports."[100] On the campaign trail in 2015 and 2016, Trump has decried the U.S.-China trade imbalance[image: External link]—calling it "the greatest theft in the history of the world"—and regularly advocates tariffs.[100] Economists dispute the idea that a trade deficit amounts to a loss or "theft", as a trade deficit is simply the difference between what the United States imports and what it exports to a country.[101][102] Trump shares some views on trade with Bernie Sanders, at least in the sense that they both are skeptical of free trade.[92] When asked why the clothes in the Donald J. Trump collection were not made in the United States, Trump answered that "They don't even make this stuff here," a claim found to be false by FactCheck.org.[103]

Trump's views on trade have upended the traditional Republican policies favoring free trade.[94][104] Binyamin Appelbaum[image: External link], reporting for the New York Times, has summarized Trump's proposals as breaking with 200 years of economics orthodoxy.[100][105] American economic writer Bruce Bartlett[image: External link] writes that Trump's protectionist views have roots in American history.[106] Likewise the Canadian writer Lawrence Solomon[image: External link] describes Trump's position on trade as similar to that as of pre-Reagan Republican presidents, such as Herbert Hoover (who signed the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act[image: External link]) and Richard Nixon (who ran on a protectionist platform).[107]

Some economists and free-market proponents at groups such as the Institute of Economic Affairs[image: External link], American Enterprise Institute[image: External link], Peterson Institute for International Economics[image: External link], Adam Smith Institute[image: External link], Cato Institute[image: External link], Center for Strategic and International Studies[image: External link], and Club for Growth[image: External link] have been harshly critical of Trump's views on trade, viewing them as likely to start trade wars[image: External link] and harm consumers.[105][108][109][110][111][112][113][114][115][116] According to economists consulted by the Los Angeles Times, recent U.S. experience with imposing tariffs on goods has had little to no positive impact on the protected industries and harmed consumers through higher prices.[117]

Research shows that the mere threat of tariffs adversely affects international trade flows by creating policy uncertainty, so even if Trump never ends up enacting his proposed tariffs, the threat alone "is likely already discouraging potential exporters around the world from attempting to enter the US market."[118]
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 NAFTA




In a 60 Minutes interview in September 2015, Trump condemned the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), saying that if elected president, "We will either renegotiate it, or we will break it."[119][120] A range of trade experts have said that pulling out of NAFTA as Trump proposed would have a range of unintended consequences for the U.S., including reduced access to the U.S.'s biggest export markets, a reduction in economic growth, and increased prices for gasoline, cars, fruits, and vegetables.[121] The Washington Post fact-checker furthermore noted that a Congressional Research Service review of the academic literature on NAFTA concluded that the "net overall effect of NAFTA on the U.S. economy appears to have been relatively modest, primarily because trade with Canada and Mexico accounts for a small percentage of U.S. GDP."[102]
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 Trade with China




In January 2016, Trump proposed a 45 percent tariff on Chinese exports to the United States[image: External link] to give "American workers a level playing field."[93][100] According to an analysis by Capital Economics[image: External link], Trump's proposed tariff may hurt U.S. consumers by driving U.S. retail price of Chinese made goods up 10 percent, because of few alternative suppliers in key product classes that China sells to the U.S.[122] The goods trade deficit with China in 2015 was $367.2 billion.[123] The Economic Policy Institute[image: External link] (EPI) reported in December 2014 that "Growth in the U.S. goods trade deficit with China between 2001 and 2013 eliminated or displaced 3.2 million U.S. jobs, 2.4 million (three-fourths) of which were in manufacturing." EPI reported these losses were distributed across all 50 states.[124]

Trump has vowed to label China[image: External link] as a currency manipulator[image: External link] on his first day in office.[104] Washington Post fact-checker Glenn Kessler[image: External link], citing experts such as C. Fred Bergsten[image: External link], found that "Trump's complaints about currency manipulation are woefully out of date," noting that "China has not manipulated its currency[image: External link] for at least two years."[125]

Trump has pledged "swift, robust and unequivocal" action against Chinese piracy, counterfeit[image: External link] American goods, and theft of U.S. trade secrets[image: External link] and intellectual property[image: External link]; and has condemned China's "illegal export subsidies[image: External link] and lax labor and environmental standards."[104] When asked about potential Chinese retaliation to the implementation of tariffs, such as sales of U.S. bonds, Trump deemed the Chinese unlikely to retaliate, "They will crash their economy... They will have a depression, the likes of which you have never seen if they ever did that."[126] In a May 2016 speech, Trump responded to concerns regarding a potential trade war with "We're losing $500 billion in trade with China. Who the hell cares if there's a trade war?"[127]
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 Trade with Mexico




Trump has vowed to impose tariffs — in the range of 15 to 35 percent — on companies that move their operations to Mexico.[128] He has specifically criticized the Ford Motor Co.[image: External link],[100] Carrier Corporation[image: External link],[100] and Mondelez International[image: External link].[100][128][129] Trump has pledged a 35% tariff on "every car, every truck and every part manufactured in Ford's Mexico plant that comes across the border."[105] Tariffs at that level would be far higher than the international norms (which are around 2.67 percent for the U.S. and most other advanced economies and under 10 percent for most developing countries).[109] In August 2015, in response to Oreo maker Mondelez International's announcement that it would move manufacturing to Mexico, Trump said that he would boycott Oreos[image: External link].[129]

According to economic experts canvassed by PolitiFact, the tariffs could help create new manufacturing jobs and lead to some concessions from the U.S.'s foreign trading partners, but consumer costs and production costs would almost certainly rise, the stock market would fall, interest rates could rise, and trade wars could occur.[130] PolitiFact noted that lower-income consumers in the United States would be hurt the most.[130]
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 Trans-Pacific Partnership




Trump opposes the Trans-Pacific Partnership, saying "The deal is insanity. That deal should not be supported and it should not be allowed to happen ... We are giving away what ultimately is going to be a back door for China."[131] Trump has asserted that the TPP will "be even worse than... NAFTA... We will lose jobs, we will lose employment, we will lose taxes, we will lose everything. We will lose our country."[132] In September 2016, Trump said that he would only support TPP as President if it were "phenomenal" for the U.S.[133]
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 World Trade Organization




Trump has called the World Trade Organization (WTO) a "disaster".[134] When informed that tariffs in the range of 15 to 35 percent would be contrary to the rules of the WTO, he answered "even better. Then we're going to renegotiate or we're going to pull out."[128]
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 Income inequality




Further information: Income inequality in the United States[image: External link]


In September 2016, Trump said: "We reject the pessimism that says our standard of living can no longer rise, and that all that's left to do is divide up and redistribute our shrinking resources."[135] However, U.S. household and non-profit net worth has approximately doubled from 2000 to 2016, from $44 trillion to $89 trillion, a record level.[136] In addition, the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] reported in June 2016 that federal income taxes are progressive, which reduces after-tax income inequality. For example, the top 1% received approximately 15% of before-tax income but 12% of after-tax income during 2013.[137] Economist Mark Zandi[image: External link] wrote in June 2016 that due to the sizable income tax cuts, "[t]he tax code under Mr. Trump's plan will thus be much less progressive than the current tax code."[23]
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 Economic history




In October 2016, after it was revealed that Trump reported $916 million losses during the 1990s, Trump asserted that the 1990s were "one of the most brutal economic downturns in our country's history", "an economic depression" and that the only period coming close it was the Great Depression[image: External link].[138] Those assertions are false.[138] For instance, the Great Recession[image: External link], which began in 2007, had lasted far longer and had far worse economic consequences than the recession of the early 1990s.[138]

Trump has repeatedly claimed to have predicted the Great Recession[image: External link].[139] However, Trump in the years preceding the Great Recession said precisely the opposite, namely that “the economy continues to be fairly robust,” “real estate is good all over,” “the real estate market is going to be very strong for a long time to come,” “I’ve been hearing about this bubble for so many years … but I haven’t seen it,” and “this boom is going to continue.”[139]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Student loans




During the 2016 Republican National Convention Trump said, "We’re going to work with all of our students who are drowning in debt to take the pressure off these young people just starting out their adult lives".[140] The Trump's Campaign has not put forth an official higher education[image: External link] plan.[141] However, In May 2016 Trump's campaign co-chair, Sam Clovis stated that the ideas being prepared by the campaign included getting government out of student lending; requiring colleges to share in risk of loans; discouraging borrowing by liberal arts majors; and moving the Office of Civil Rights[image: External link] from the Education Department to Justice Department.[142] In an October 2016 speech, Trump said that he favored having student loans repayment capped[image: External link] at 12.5 percent of borrowers' income, with forgiveness of any remaining debt after fifteen years of payments.[141][143]

Trump has criticized the federal government[image: External link] for earning a profit from federal student loans[image: External link].[144] Trump's campaign stated that all colleges should have "skin in the game" and share the risk associated with student loans. The campaign opposes Hillary Clinton's proposal for debt-free public higher education, Bernie Sanders's plan for free public higher education and President Obama's proposals for a state-federal partnership to make community college[image: External link] free for new high school graduates, citing federal budget concerns.[142]
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 Infrastructure




Trump supports investment in American infrastructure[image: External link] to help create jobs.[145][146][147][148] He wrote in his 2015 book Crippled America that "Our airports, bridges, water tunnels, power grids, rail systems—our nation's entire infrastructure is crumbling, and we aren't doing anything about it." Trump noted that infrastructure improvements would stimulate[image: External link] economic growth while acknowledging "on the federal level, this is going to be an expensive investment, no question about that."[147][148] In an October 2015 interview with the Guardian, Trump stated: "We have to spend money on mass transit[image: External link]. We have to fix our airports, fix our roads also in addition to mass transit, but we have to spend a lot of money."[149] In a Republican primary debate in December 2015, Trump said: "We've spent $4 trillion trying to topple various people. If we could've spent that $4 trillion in the United States to fix our roads, our bridges and all of the other problems—our airports and all of the other problems we've had—we would've been a lot better off."[147]

On the campaign trail, Trump has decried "our airports, our roads, our bridges," likening their state to that of "a Third World[image: External link] country."[150][151] Trump has on some occasions overstated the proportion of U.S. bridges that are structurally deficient.[150] Unlike many of his Republican opponents,[149] Trump has expressed support for high-speed rail[image: External link], calling the U.S.'s current rail network inferior to foreign countries' systems.[146][149]

Trump proposes he would spend $800 to a trillion dollars to repair and improve the nation's infrastructure. His plan to raise said capital, is to create an infrastructure fund that would be supported by government bonds that investors and citizens could purchase, similar to Build America Bonds[image: External link].[152] When Trump was asked on Fox & Friends[image: External link] about supporting Russia's idea on a Bering Strait tunnel project[image: External link], he replied: "I wouldn't be opposed to any idea that can create jobs."[153][154]
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 Employment




Further information: Unemployment in the United States[image: External link]


In a survey conducted by DHI Group[image: External link] in January 2017, a majority of employers don’t expect any near-term change in hiring plans due to the recent U.S. Presidential election. Around 12 percent anticipated an increase in hiring due to the incoming Trump administration proposed initiatives to accelerate the economy such as corporate tax reform.[156]

During an economic speech on September 15, 2016, Trump proposed tax cuts, infrastructure investment, reduced regulations, and revised trade agreements which he claimed would create 25 million jobs over ten years. Trump also stated: "Right now, 92 million Americans are on the sidelines, outside the workforce, and not part of our economy. It's a silent nation of jobless Americans."[135] However, the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] has estimated that the U.S. was approximately 2.5 million jobs below full employment as of December 2015, primarily as a result of a labor force participation rate[image: External link] among prime working-aged persons (aged 25–54 years) that remains moderately below pre-crisis (2007) levels. The overall labor force participation rate has been falling since 2000, as the country ages.[155]

In December 2015, the Bureau of Labor Statistics[image: External link] (BLS) reported the reasons why persons aged 16+ were outside the labor force, using the 2014 figure of 87.4 million: 1) Retired-38.5 million or 44%; 2) Disabled or Illness-16.3 million or 19%; 3) Attending school-16.0 million or 18%; 4) Home responsibilities-13.5 million or 15%; and 4) Other Reasons-3.1 million or 5%.[157] As of November 2016, BLS estimated that 90 million of the 95 million people outside the labor force indicated they "do not want a job now."[158]

Trump has repeatedly questioned official employment numbers, suggesting at different times that the actual unemployment rate could be as high as 18–20%, 24% or 42%.[159][160] Fact-checkers note that these claims are false; the Washington Post fact-checker called them "absurd" and gave them "Four Pinocchios," its lowest rating for truthfulness, while PolitiFact gave the statement its "Pants on Fire" rating, noting that even the broadest measure of unemployment and underemployment was far below Trump's claimed figures.[160][161] As of August 2016, the unemployment rate (U-3) was 4.7%. A wider measure of unemployment (U-6) that includes those working part-time for economic reasons and marginally attached workers, was 9.7%. The December 2007 (pre-crisis) levels were 5.0% and 8.8% for these two measures, respectively.[162]
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 Minimum wage




Trump's comments about the minimum wage have been inconsistent.[163][164]

In August 2015, in a televised interview, Trump said "Having a low minimum wage is not a bad thing for this country."[165] On November 10, 2015, speaking at a Republican debate, Trump said he opposed increasing the U.S. minimum wage, saying that doing so would hurt America's economic competitiveness.[166][167] At the same debate, Trump said in response to a question about the minimum wage and the economy as a whole: "...taxes too high, wages too high, we’re not going to be able to compete against the world. I hate to say it, but we have to leave it the way it is."[168]

On May 5, 2016, two days after becoming the presumptive Republican nominee, Trump said in an interview with CNN's Wolf Blitzer[image: External link] that he was "actually looking at" raising the minimum wage, saying, "I'm very different from most Republicans."[169] Three days later, in an interview on This Week with George Stephanopoulos[image: External link]: "... I haven't decided in terms of numbers. But I think people have to get more." He acknowledged his shift in position since November, saying "Well, sure it's a change. I'm allowed to change. You need flexibility ..."[170][171]

Later on May 8, on Meet the Press[image: External link], he said "I would like to see an increase of some magnitude. But I'd rather leave it to the states. Let the states decide."[172][173] Asked if the federal government should set a floor (a national minimum wage), Trump replied: "No, I’d rather have the states go out and do what they have to do."[174]

On July 26, 2016, Trump said "There doesn't have to be [a federal minimum wage]," but that "I would leave it and raise it somewhat. You need to help people." Host Bill O'Reilly then asked "Ten bucks?" Trump agreed: "I would say 10. I would say 10." He added "But with the understanding that somebody like me is going to bring back jobs. I don't want people to be in that $10 category for very long. But the thing is, Bill, let the states make the deal."[175]
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 Unions and right-to-work laws




In February 2016, Trump said on a radio program: "My position on unions is fine, but I like right to work[image: External link]. My position on right to work is 100 percent."[176]

Trump has frequently spoken in favor of deregulation, and if elected president is viewed as likely to oversee an Occupational Safety and Health Administration[image: External link] that conducts "less enforcement and practically no rulemaking" on issues of workplace safety and health[image: External link].[177]
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 Other economic topics
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 Bank bailout




Trump supported the Troubled Asset Relief Program[image: External link] (TARP), a $700 billion emergency bailout[image: External link] fund that rescued banks after the subprime mortgage crisis[image: External link]. On September 30, 2008, days before the bailout bill[image: External link] passed, Trump told CNN's Kiran Chetry[image: External link] that he supported the legislation, saying that while the situation was "more complicated than sending rockets to the moon" and nobody was sure what the result would be, it was "worth a shot" and a "probable positive."[178] The following year, when asked by Larry King[image: External link] what he viewed of the Obama administration, Trump stated: "I do agree with what they're doing with the banks. Whether they fund them or nationalize them, it doesn't matter, but you have to keep the banks going."[178]
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 Child care




Trump first addressed childcare costs in August 2016,[179] when he proposed allowing parents to "fully deduct the average cost of childcare spending from their taxes."[2] At the time of the announcement, it was unclear "how such a tax break might be structured, how it would complement existing credits and whether it would be available to tens of millions of families that don't pay income taxes because they have lower incomes."[87] A tax deduction[image: External link] of the kind that Trump proposes (as opposed to a tax credit[image: External link]) would primarily benefit high-income people; families who pay no federal income taxes—the families most likely to be unable to afford child care—would not benefit from this plan.[2][3][180][181][182][183][184]

In September 2016, Trump presented additional details regarding his proposal, which was influenced by his daughter Ivanka Trump.[185] Under Trump's plan, taxpayers who earn up to $250,000 individually or $500,000 as couples would be able to deduct the cost of childcare up to the average cost of childcare in their state, while lower-income families would receive spending rebates up to $1,200 annually through the Earned Income Tax Credit[image: External link]. Under the plan, mothers whose employers don't offer paid maternity leave would receive six weeks of partially paid maternity leave, to be paid for through unemployment insurance. Trump also proposes a new dependent-care savings account, which would be tax-deductible for savings up to $2,000 annually; lower-income families that contribute up to $1,000 would receive a match up to $500 from the federal government.[186]

Trump's plan applies to mothers only, and would not allow families to transfer the benefit from mothers to fathers.[185] Legal scholar Ilya Somin[image: External link] argues that providing maternity leave but not paternity leave[image: External link] would be unconstitutional under Craig v. Boren[image: External link], in which the Supreme Court held that laws discriminating on the basis of sex are presumptively invalid.[187]
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 Advisors




Main article: List of economic advisors to Donald Trump


See also: Cabinet of Donald Trump[image: External link] and Political appointments of Donald Trump[image: External link]


Trump released a list of his campaign's[image: External link] official economic advisers in August 2016,[188][189][190] which was significantly anti-establishment[191] and therefore included few people with any governmental experience,[192] yet at the same time aimed to include some of the elites of business and finance,[188] primarily people with well-known names. Although most of the names[image: External link] were new, existing Trump advisers David Malpass[image: External link], Peter Navarro, Stephen Moore[image: External link], and Dan DiMicco[image: External link] were also on the list, formally led by Stephen Miller[image: External link], the national policy director, and directly led by deputy policy director Dan Kowalski. The Trump'16 finance director Steven Mnuchin was also listed, and played a role in helping coordinate the group.

Many of the names on the original list, or on the subsequent expansions[image: External link] thereof,[193] received media attention as potential cabinet-level appointees[image: External link], for instance to the presidential Council of Economic Advisers[image: External link], or in other Trump administration roles[image: External link]. After the election[image: External link], Trump became president-elect[image: External link], and in addition to nominating and appointing advisors to formal statutory roles within the Trump administration, also began working on efforts to directly communicate with business leaders[image: External link], including those in the tech industry[image: External link], in the broader business world[image: External link], and in the agricultural sector[image: External link].

Trump's cabinet will have no economists after his decision in February 2017 to not include the chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers[image: External link] in his cabinet. Obama had elevated the chairman position to a cabinet rank during his administration.[194][195]
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 Business Advisory Council




In December 2016, Trump put together a group, the 'President’s Strategic and Policy Forum', of business leaders to "frequently" advise him on economic matters around policies to encourage job growth and improve productivity. The group is chaired by Blackstone CEO Stephen Schwarzman[image: External link], who recruited its members including CEOs of General Motors, JPMorgan, and Walmart. Uber[image: External link] CEO Travis Kalanick[image: External link], was originally part of the group but resigned a day prior to its first meeting in response to pressure from his employees and customers in the wake of Trump's executive order on immigration.[196][197]
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Environmental policy of the Donald Trump Administration






The environmental policy of the Donald Trump administration represents a shift from the policy priorities and goals of his predecessor, Barack Obama. During the campaign Trump often described environmental regulations as an impediment to business. He promised to roll back many regulations and end a moratorium on the leasing of federal coal reserves.[1]

Immediately upon his inauguration, the White House released an "America First Energy Plan", which focused on fossil fuels and did not mention renewable energy. The plan would repeal many Obama policies including the Climate Action Plan and the Waters of the U.S. rule, and limit the Environmental Protection Agency's mission to protecting air and water quality. Within days of taking office he signed executive orders to approve two controversial pipelines and to require federal review of the Clean Water Rule and the Clean Power Plan. He also invited American manufacturers to suggest what regulations should be eliminated; industry leaders submitted 168 comments, of which nearly half targeted Environmental Protection Agency rules.[2] In March 2017 he released a proposed 2018 budget which would cut funding for the EPA by 31%. In May 2017 Congress approved a budget for the balance of the 2017-18 year which cuts the EPA's funding by 1% and eliminates no jobs.

Trump's appointments to key agencies dealing in energy and environmental policy reflected his commitment to deregulation, particularly of the fossil fuel industry. Several of his cabinet picks, such as Rick Perry as Secretary of Energy[image: External link] and Scott Pruitt as Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, were of people with a history of opposition to the agency they were named to head.[3]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Appointments




Trump's cabinet nominees reflect his desire to scale back federal environmental regulation and to promote domestic production of coal, oil, and natural gas. In some cases his appointees had a history of conflict with the agencies they now lead. As Attorney General of Oklahoma, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt challenged EPA regulations in court more than a dozen times.[4] Some of those court cases are still pending, and Pruitt has declined to say if he would recuse himself with regard to those suits.[5][6] He has said he plans to prioritize state and local control over federal land use and ease regulations on the environmental impacts of industries.[7] A March executive order will allow Pruitt to start a review process of the Obama Administration's regulations of the coal industry, reflecting Trump's repeated promises to support the coal industry and "bring back jobs" in coal mining.[8] Such changes are likely to affect America's ability to meet reduced the climate emission goals of the Paris Agreement.[9]

Secretary of Energy[image: External link] Rick Perry called for eliminating the Department of Energy[image: External link] when he was running for the Republican nomination for President in 2012.[7] His confirmation as head of the Department of Energy was a source of contention among Democrats due to his previous denial[image: External link] of man-made climate change and his close ties to the Texas oil and gas industry.[10][11] During his confirmation hearing, Perry said he regretted his promise to abolish the Department of Energy and has indicated change in his views of climate science.[11]

Trump appointed Congressman[image: External link] Ryan Zinke of Montana as Secretary of the Interior[image: External link]. Zinke is an advocate for mining and logging on federal lands but opposes sale or transfer of such lands.[12]

Former Georgia governor[image: External link] Sonny Perdue was appointed by Trump as agriculture secretary[image: External link]. Perdue's supporters say that his experience in agriculture and conservative views on immigration make him an appropriate choice for the duration of Trump's term.[13] Opponents fear that he will not sufficiently address the effects that farm pollution has on sources of drinking water.[13]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Domestic energy policy





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 America First Energy Plan




Trump unveiled what he calls the America First Energy Plan soon after his inauguration. His administration claims that "America has been held back by burdensome regulations on [its] energy industry".[14] America currently has 264 billion barrels of oil reserves, the largest oil reserve of any nation.[15] The United States also has a vast amount of coal reserves, amounting to 26% of the world’s total, more than any other nation.[16] Its untapped oil and coal resources are estimated to be worth about $50 trillion according to the Trump administration.[14] However, reports from the Natural Resources Defense Council[image: External link] show that coal consumption in the US has steadily declined by about 20% over the last 10 years, with natural gas and renewable energy quickly taking over.[17] Christina Simeone, director of policy and external affairs with the Kleinman Center for Energy Policy at the University of Pennsylvania, says that strict regulations aren’t the only reason for the faltering coal market; natural gas has now become a cheaper option.[18]

The White House estimates deregulation will increase wages by over $30 billion by 2024.[14] This figure specifically refers to the removal of Obama's Climate Action Plan[image: External link] and was drawn from a study from the Institute for Energy Research[image: External link], a conservative non-profit organization specializing in research of global energy markets; the report actually based that figure on increased oil drilling on federal land and offshore, not on reduction of regulations.[18]

Trump wants America to achieve energy independence from the OPEC[image: External link] and all nations hostile to the interests of the United States to ensure national security, and insulate it from any supply disruptions and price fluctuations from the global oil market.[19] However, fossil fuels[image: External link] are finite, and entities such as the Pentagon claim climate change also poses a threat to national security.[20] The NRDC argues that a more reliable long term solution would be to develop more of a reliance on renewable energy rather than maintaining a reliance on fossil fuels.[17]

Currently, the EPA focuses on a range of topics including air, emergency management, land and cleanup, pesticides, toxic substances, waste, and water.[21] Trump will refocus its efforts to solely protect clean air and clean water.[14] This has resulted in a 31% proposed budget cut to the EPA.[22] Environmentalists, current EPA staff members, and former EPA staff members believe that the EPA will have a harder time upholding environmental standards with a smaller budget.[22][23]
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Main articles: Keystone Pipeline and Dakota Access Pipeline


An executive order reviving the plans for the Keystone XL and Dakota Access pipelines was signed by Trump on January 24, 2017 with the hopes of creating jobs and bolstering domestic energy production.[24] The construction of the Keystone had been blocked by then-president Barack Obama, who considered it a major contributor to climate change due to the greenhouse gas intensive extraction of oil from tar sands.[25]

Trump had said many times throughout his campaign that he would work to allow for completion of these pipelines. This was accomplished when the easement was garnered in response to the previous claim that no group had been provided access to drill under the primary water source for members of the Sioux tribe within the area, Lake Oahe.[26] Necessary and more thorough analysis of the environment and the environmental implications of the pipeline had to be obtained prior to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers being able to come up with a decision of whether or not to continue with the construction of the pipeline through the land that President Trump’s Native American Coalition team would like to privatize in order to ensure long-term access to the oil and gas reserves that are found within the nation’s land.[27] The Standing Rock Sioux tribe members would be compensated for the drilling that would take place to gain access to the underground reserves, a revenue that would help to provide funds to be allocated for various reasons throughout the reservations.[27] Having experienced and suffered the consequences of the termination policy of 1953, tribe members have been hesitant to allow government officials have any jurisdiction over their lands, as it would greatly impact the control that the tribes had over their reservation land.[27]

Trump encouraged the Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link] to expedite their review on the Dakota Access pipeline in January 2017. This executive memorandum came after the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe[image: External link] and its supporters demanded that the Army Corps of Engineers to look at alternative routes for the pipeline in summer 2016, on the grounds that the location of the construction on indigenous lands was a product of obvious environmental racism.[28][29][30]

In addition to the executive order to expedite a decision concerning environmental precautions and measures, Trump signed an executive order that described the construction of the pipeline as, “a substantial, multi-billion dollar private investment in our Nation’s energy infrastructure.”[31] Energy Transfer Partners was granted all federal authorizations needed to complete DAPL on February 7, 2017, with plans to have it up and running after three months of construction.[32]
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The America First Energy Plan does not mention renewable energy and instead reflects the President's focus on fossil fuels.[33] During the campaign, Trump praised solar[image: External link] technology during a rally in California[image: External link] the summer of 2016 but then criticized it for being too expensive and has since complained about the subsidies[image: External link] renewable energy companies receive.[34][35]
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The head of the Nuclear Energy Institute[image: External link], Maria Korsnick, stated that every year the nuclear industry saves the US $33 billion in emissions while providing 475,000 jobs and generating $60 billion for the US economy. She believes this information shows that nuclear power aligns perfectly with President Trump's commitments to job creation and infrastructure improvement. Government loans and subsidies for the nuclear industry are in question under the Trump administration.[36]
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Amid protests, on March 28, Trump signed a "sweeping executive order" at the EPA instructing "regulators to rewrite key rules curbing U.S. carbon emissions and other environmental regulations." Trump was accompanied by "coal miners and coal executives" among others and he devoted his remarks on the executive order to "praising coal miners, pipelines and U.S. manufacturing."[37] He addressed the coal-miners directly, "Come on, fellas. Basically, you know what this is? You know what it says, right? You’re going back to work."[37] The executive order plans to put American jobs first by not supporting climate change policies that place the economy at risk.[38] While campaigning in March 2016, Donald Trump proposed the idea of eliminating the Environmental Protection Agency in order to help balance the United States' budget. Trump said, "We're going to have little tidbits left but we're going to get most of it out".[39]
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One of the main goals of the Trump administration is to lift burdensome regulations from various energy industries to boost domestic energy production.[40] In order to do so appropriately, Trump asked American manufacturers which regulations made production the most difficult. The industry leaders responded, and an overwhelming amount of them recommended lifting restrictions related to the environment and workers' rights.[40] In an open letter to Scott Pruitt, former head of the EPA's Environmental Justice Program Mustafa Ali expressed concerns with how the budget cuts will effect pollution in poor and minority neighborhoods.[41]

On March 15 the Trump Administration announced its plans to cut the EPA 2018 budget by 31%, by far the largest budget cut to any federal agency. The cut would result in a loss of 19% of the workforce or roughly 3,200 employees, through both staff buyouts and layoffs.[42] The choice to remove the Clean Power Plan, which was put in place to reduce carbon dioxide[image: External link] emissions chiefly from coal-fired power plants, would effectively eliminate Obama's efforts to curb climate change. This plan would also remove the $100 million allocated to fund research combating climate change.[43] The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration provides $250 million for programs which aid countries with high risk of impacts from rising and increasingly warm and acidic sea water levels. These programs would be eliminated under the new set of budget cuts.[44] If enacted, this would mean the elimination of up to 38 of the agency's programs.[42] Programs to be eliminated include the radon program, grants to clean up industrial sites (" brownfields[image: External link]"), climate change research, and the Office of Environmental Justice.[45] The administration says it plans to refocus the EPA mission on clean water, air, and other core responsibilities. It also plans to delegate more of the EPA's enforcement activities to the states, while decreasing the amount of money given to states for that purpose by 30%.[45] Issues like greenhouse gas emissions would be trimmed significantly or eliminated from the budget.[46]

Trump's proposed 2018 budget also proposes decreasing funding for the Department of Interior[image: External link] by $1.5 billion.[47]

In May 2017, Congress approved a budget for the balance of the 2017–18 fiscal year which cuts EPA funding by only 1% and does not cut staffing or any specific programs. Republicans said they expect make much larger cuts in the 2018–19 budget.[48]
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Trump is calling for more drilling in national parks. He has promised to utilize America’s $50 trillion in untapped shale, oil, natural gas reserves, and clean coal reserves. In interviews, Trump has accused Obama of “denying millions of Americans access to the energy wealth sitting under our feet” because of Obama’s policies surrounding the restrictions and bans on new coal extraction.[49]
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The Trump Administration plans to open up more federal land for energy development, such as fracking[image: External link] and drilling.[50] The Clean Water Rule, issued by the EPA and the Army Corp of Engineers in 2015, is also a target for possible repeal. The rule clarifies the federal government’s jurisdiction to protect small streams and wetlands from pollution. Developers, business, and agriculture groups oppose the rule because they believe that their private property rights are violated and that undue regulatory burdens are created.[51]
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In attempts to lift regulations on oil, mining, drilling, and farming industries, the Trump administration proposed a 31% budget cut to the EPA that would result in reduced initiatives to protect water and air quality, leaving much of the effort up to the states.[52] Specifically the plan outlines $247 million in cuts to pollution clean-up and $330 million in cuts to contamination site clean-up.[43] Environmentalists[image: External link] fear that these cuts will result in health problems for those living near these sites, as there will be less funding for water pollution mitigation.[52]

On February 16, 2017, President Donald Trump signed a resolution overturning President Obama's Stream Protection Rule[image: External link],[53] after being in effect for less than 30 days.

On February 28, 2017, President Trump enacted an executive order to allow the Administrator of the EPA to revise or rescind the Clean Water Rule[image: External link] in the name of economic growth and eliminating ambiguous regulations.[54] Research cited by the EPA shows that one in three Americans get their water from public drinking water systems which are partly sourced from streams protected by the Clean Water Rule[image: External link]. These streams will now be in danger of pollution by industrial and agricultural waste, sewage, radioactive materials and a large number of other pollutants now covered by the Clean Water Rule.[55] The administration has also proposed a rollback on the Obama administration's extension of federal jurisdiction over lands protected by the Clean Water Act[image: External link] in attempts to reduce water pollution in areas surrounding toxic waste facilities.[52]

EPA budget cuts are also expected to lead to decreased regulation of hydraulic fracturing (fracking), which would result in less federal oversight of clean-up projects in these area.[52] These fracking disposal sites are twice as common in low-income communities of color,[56] causing increased exposure to environmental consequences for these groups.[57]
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During the campaign, Trump expressed the view that global warming and cooling is a natural process.[58] He often described global warming as a "hoax"; and sometimes attributed the hoax to the Chinese government, but later claimed that had been a joke.[59][60] As a candidate Trump said he would rescind Obama's Climate Action Plan[image: External link], cancel U.S. participation in the Paris Climate Agreement, and stop all U.S. payments towards United Nations global warming programs.[59]

Positions on global warming differ within the Trump administration. U.S. Secretary of Defense[image: External link] James Mattis has called climate change a true threat to national security and stability.[61] EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt has said he does not believe carbon dioxide is a primary contributor to global warming.[62]

Trump has committed to the removal of regulations on industry that he deems an unnecessary burden on energy industries.[14] Specifically, he has cited Obama's Climate Action Plan as a priority among these regulations. The Climate Action Plan, issued in June 2013, includes regulations to industry with the ultimate goal of cutting domestic carbon emission, preparing the U.S. for impending effects of climate change, and working internationally to address climate change.[63] Among the regulations outlined in the plan are initiatives to increase natural disaster preparedness[image: External link], create and improve existing hospitals, and modernize infrastructure to better withstand extreme weather.[63] In March 2017, Trump signed an executive order to officially withdraw and rewrite Obama's Clean Power Plan in an effort to revive the coal mining industry.[64] Trump has called Obama-era fuel standards a burden on the U.S. automotive industry and has instructed EPA Administrator Pruitt to review them.[65]

Trump is not opposed to all policy concerning protection of the environment, and curbing greenhouse gasses. In June, Trump proposed in a White House meeting that the wall with Mexico should be covered with solar panels.[66]
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On June 1, 2017, Trump announced United States withdrawal from the Paris Agreement, causing the U.S. to become the third out of 197 nations worldwide in opposition to the agreement[67]. Prior to withdrawal, the U.S. had pledged to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 26-28% below 2005 levels by 2025 and assign $3 million in aid to foreign countries combating climate change.[68] [69] The withdrawal was supported by several Republican lawmakers who felt that backing out was in-line with Trump's "America First" policy and goals to diverge from the environmental policies of the Obama administration[image: External link]. The announcement has been criticized by many national and international leaders, domestic politicians, business leaders and academics[69] as well as a large majority of American citizens (7 out of 10 according to a study by the Yale Program on Climate Change Communication)[70].

Trump opposed the agreement on the grounds that it would compromise U.S. sovereignty and cause many Americans to lose their jobs. Proponents of the agreement argue, however, that backing out will result in a loss for our economy as new green jobs[image: External link] are offered instead to competitors overseas[69]. Trump also announced his attempts to reach a negotiation with leaders involved in the agreement, who responded saying that the accord was "non-negotiable"[69].

The process of withdrawal is expected to take several years, and in the meantime there has been a vocal resistance on the state and local levels. Hawaii became the first state to independently independently commit to the goals initially lined out by the accord[71]. Shortly after Trump's announcement, state governments in California, New York, and Washington founded the United States Climate Alliance[image: External link] to continue advancing the objectives of the Paris Agreement. The sentiment has also been expressed by other state governors, by mayors and businesses, and the alliance now has 10 states with governors of both the Democratic and Republican parties pledging to abide by the agreement.[72][71] Additionally, shortly after withdrawal California governor Jerry Brown met personally with President Xi Jinping of China to declare the states' compliance with the Paris Accord[71][73].
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United States withdrawal from the Paris Agreement






On June 1, 2017, United States President Donald Trump announced that the U.S. would cease all participation in the 2015 Paris Agreement on climate change mitigation[image: External link]. He added that he was open to negotiating for "a better deal", but European leaders said that was not possible.[1] During the presidential campaign, Trump had pledged to withdraw from the pact, saying a withdrawal would help American businesses and workers, especially those in the fossil fuel industry.[2][3] Trump stated that the withdrawal would be in accordance with his America First policy.[4]

In accordance with Article 28 of the Paris Agreement[image: External link], the earliest possible effective withdrawal date by the United States cannot be before November 4, 2020, four years after the Agreement came into effect in the United States and coincidentally one day after the 2020 U.S. presidential election. Until the withdrawal takes effect, the United States may be obligated to maintain its commitments under the Agreement, including the requirement to continue reporting its emissions to the United Nations.[5] However, legal doubt has been expressed concerning the enforceability of provisions of an agreement executed solely by executive order that purports to limit the power of the presidency itself by disallowing immediate executive reversal.[6]

While celebrated by some members of the Republican Party[image: External link],[7] international reactions to the withdrawal were overwhelmingly negative from across the political spectrum, and the decision received substantial criticism from religious organizations, businesses, political leaders, environmentalists[image: External link], and scientists and citizens from the United States and abroad.[8][9][10]

Shortly after Trump's announcement, the governors of California, New York, and Washington founded the United States Climate Alliance[image: External link] to continue to advance the objectives of the Paris Agreement despite the withdrawal; similar sentiment has also been expressed by other state governors, mayors, and businesses.[5]



TOP
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 Background




The Paris Agreement was an addition to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change[image: External link] (UNFCCC), initially agreed to by all 195 countries present at the 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference[image: External link] in December of that year, including the United States then under the presidency of Barack Obama[image: External link]. Due to the status of the United States and China as the greatest emitters of carbon dioxide[image: External link], Obama's support and his cooperation with China[image: External link] were seen as major factors leading to the convention's early success.[11]

The main aim of the Agreement is to "[hold] the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels", predominantly by reducing greenhouse gas[image: External link] emissions. The agreement differs from the 1997 Kyoto Protocol[image: External link], the last widely adopted amendment to the UNFCCC, in that no annexes are established to lessen responsibility of developing nations. Rather, emissions targets for each nation were separately negotiated and are to be voluntarily enforced, leading United States officials to regard the Paris Agreement as an executive agreement[image: External link] rather than a legally binding treaty[image: External link]. This removed the requirement for the United States Congress to ratify the agreement.[12] In April 2016, the United States became a signatory to the Paris Agreement, and accepted it by executive order[image: External link] in September 2016. President Obama committed the United States to contributing US$3 billion to the Green Climate Fund[image: External link].[13] The Fund has set itself a goal of raising $100 billion a year by 2020.

On November 8, 2016, four days after the Paris Agreement entered into force[image: External link] in the United States, Donald Trump of the Republican Party[image: External link] was elected[image: External link] President of the United States. Many conservative Republicans dispute the level of human involvement in climate change.[14] Trump is a climate change sceptic[image: External link], who in 2012 tweeted that he believed the concept of global warming was created by China in order to impair American competitiveness.[15][16] During Trump's 2016 election campaign, Trump promised to revitalize the coal industry, which he claimed has been hampered by environmental regulations. It has been argued that this contributed to the support he enjoyed from crucial swing states.[17] His opposition to climate change mitigation was unchanged in the first months of his presidency, in which he issued an executive order to reverse Obama's Clean Power Plan and other environmental regulations.[18]

In April 2017, a group of 20 members of the European Parliament[image: External link] from the right-wing Alternative for Germany[image: External link], UK Independence Party[image: External link], and other parties sent a letter to Trump on urging him to withdraw from the Paris Agreement.[19][20] On May 25, 2017, 22 Republican Senators, including Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell[image: External link], sent a two-page letter to Trump urging him to withdraw the U.S. from the Paris agreement.[21] The letter was drafted by Senator John Barrasso[image: External link], the chairman of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works[image: External link], and Senator Jim Inhofe[image: External link], known for his longtime climate change denial[image: External link].[22] Most of signatories to the letter were elected from states reliant on the burning of fossil fuels[image: External link] (coal, oil and gas);[21] the group of 22 senators had collectively received more than $10 million in campaign contributions from fossil-fuels companies in the previous three election cycles.[22] Earlier the same week, a group of 40 Democratic Senators sent Trump a letter urging him to keep America in the Paris Agreement, writing that "a withdrawal would hurt America's credibility and influence on the world stage."[21]

Both support for the move and opposition to it were reported among Trump's cabinet and advisers: Secretary of Energy Rick Perry, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, economic advisor Gary Cohn, and advisor and son-in-law Jared Kushner reportedly wanted the United States to remain committed to the agreement, while White House Advisor Steve Bannon, White House Counsel Don McGahn, and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt wanted the United States to abandon it.[23]

During the G7 summit in late May 2017[image: External link], Trump was the only G7[image: External link] member not to reconfirm commitment to the Paris Agreement. German Chancellor Angela Merkel, one of the other leaders present, was publicly unimpressed with Trump's refusal to cooperate on climate change mitigation, which was seen to damage Germany–United States relations[image: External link].[24] The communique issued at the conclusion of the summit stated that the United States "is not in a position to join the consensus" of the other G7 countries on policies regarding climate change and the Paris Agreement.[25]
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 Announcement




In a televised announcement from the White House Rose Garden on June 1, 2017, Trump said, "In order to fulfill my solemn duty to protect the United States and its citizens, the United States will withdraw from the Paris climate accord," adding “The bottom line is that the Paris accord is very unfair at the highest level to the United States.” [2] He claimed that the agreement, if implemented, would cost the United States $3 trillion in lost GDP and 6.5 million jobs.[3] He added that it would "undermine our economy, hamstring our workers," and "effectively decapitate our coal industry".[27] He said he was open to renegotiating the arrangement or negotiating a new one, but European and UN leaders said the pact "cannot be renegotiated at the request of a single party".[1] Trump also criticized the Green Climate Fund[image: External link], calling it a scheme to redistribute wealth from rich to poor countries.[28]

The White House clarified that Trump will end the implementation of carbon reduction targets set by former President Barack Obama[1] and that the withdrawal will be done in accordance with the years-long exit process spelled out in the accord.[27]

Examinations of Trump's speech by The Washington Post and The New York Times pointed to numerous fallacies, including, but not limited to, claims that the U.S., under the Paris Agreement, was forbidden to build coal power plants; that a difference of 0.2 degrees Celsius is insignificant in climatology[image: External link]; that U.S. contributions to the Green Climate Fund were paid out of the U.S. defense budget; projections that the U.S. is on course to become the "cleanest" nation on earth; and Trump's reiterated claim of personal support for environmental causes.[29][30]

Trump has not recently commented on the issue of climate change, but during the campaign he often said that global warming is a hoax.[31] In response to questions about whether Trump believes that human activity is contributing to climate change, both White House press secretary[image: External link] Sean Spicer and EPA administrator Scott Pruitt said they do not know his thinking.[32][33] On June 3, United States Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link] Nikki Haley said that Trump does believe "the climate is changing."[34]
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 Effects




The United States will join two other non-signatory nations, Syria[image: External link] and Nicaragua[image: External link]. Nicaragua refused to sign for the given reason that the Agreement's environmental demands were not strict enough,[35] while Syria was unable to negotiate due to the ongoing Syrian Civil War[image: External link].[36]

Luke Kemp of the Australian National University[image: External link]'s Fenner School of Environment and Society wrote in a commentary for Nature[image: External link] that "withdrawal is unlikely to change US emissions" since "the greenhouse gas emissions of the US are divorced from international legal obligations." However, he added that it could hamper climate change mitigation efforts if the U.S. stops contributing to the Green Climate Fund[image: External link]. Kemp said the effect of a U.S. withdrawal could be either good or bad for the Paris agreement, since "a rogue US can cause more damage inside rather than outside of the agreement." Finally, "A withdrawal could also make the US into a climate pariah and provide a unique opportunity for China and the EU to take control of the climate regime and significantly boost their international reputations and soft power[image: External link]." [37]
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 Potential impact




The German car industry expressed concerns about its ability to remain competitive in light of the United States decision to withdraw. The president of the German auto industry lobby group VDA[image: External link], Matthias Wissmann[image: External link] said, "The regrettable announcement by the USA makes it inevitable that Europe must facilitate a cost efficient and economically feasible climate policy to remain internationally competitive."[38]
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 Reactions
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 Petitions




Petitions were launched across states in order to persuade state governors to join the Paris Agreement or have Trump reverse the planned withdrawal, which included a "ParisMyState" and a MoveOn[image: External link] petition that has received over 535,000 signatures.[39][40][41][42]
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 Scientists and environmentalists




Piers Forster[image: External link], the director of the University of Leeds[image: External link]' Priestley International Centre for Climate, called the decision to withdraw "a sad day for evidence-based policy[image: External link]" and expressed hope that individual Americans, businesses and states would nevertheless choose to decarbonize[image: External link].[43] Climate scientist Dave Reay[image: External link] of the University of Edinburgh[image: External link] said that "The United States will come to rue this day."[43] The University Corporation for Atmospheric Research[image: External link] (UCAR), in a statement by its president Antonio Busalacchi Jr.[image: External link], said that the decision to withdraw "does not mean that climate change will go away" and warned that "the heightened potential for increased greenhouse gas emissions poses a substantial threat to our communities, businesses, and military."[43] The Information Technology and Innovation Foundation[image: External link] called the decision to withdraw "very discouraging" and said that it would diminish confidence in international climate change efforts; the technology think tank called for federal efforts on "the smart grid, energy storage, carbon capture and sequestration, and advanced nuclear and solar power" and warned that "Without a smart, aggressive clean-energy innovation strategy, the world will not avert the worst effects of climate change."[43]

Canadian academic and environmental activist David Suzuki[image: External link] stated, "Trump just passed on the best deal the planet has ever seen".[44] Navroz Dubash of the Centre for Policy Research[image: External link] in New Delhi expressed bafflement at Trump's move, citing the declining costs of renewable energy sources and the increasing difficulty of obtaining investment for fossil-fuel projects.[45] Environmental scientist and risk assessor Dana Nuccitelli stated that it “now seems inevitable that the history books will view Trump as America’s worst-ever president[image: External link]”.[35] Bob Ward[image: External link] of the Grantham Research Institute[image: External link] also described Trump's speech as "confused nonsense".[46]

Environmental groups, such as the Sierra Club[image: External link] and Natural Resources Defense Council[image: External link], condemned Trump's decision.[47][48] American environmentalist and writer Bill McKibben[image: External link], the founder of the climate change action group 350.org[image: External link], called the move "a stupid and reckless decision — our nation’s dumbest act since launching the war in Iraq[image: External link]." McKibben wrote that Trump's decision to withdraw amounted "to a thorough repudiation of two of the civilizing forces on our planet: diplomacy and science." He called upon U.S. states and cities to "double down" on commitments to renewable energy[image: External link].[49]
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 Domestic political response
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 Republicans




Republicans gave mixed reviews of Trump's decision to withdraw. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell[image: External link] and Speaker of the House[image: External link] Paul Ryan praised the decision as a victory for America's middle class and coal miners.[50][51] Texas Attorney General[image: External link] Ken Paxton[image: External link] described Trump's decision as "courageous" and said that it lifted a burden from the American taxpayer.[35] However, Republican Senator Susan Collins[image: External link] of Maine was critical of the decision, stating that she was disappointed.[52] Former Governor of California Arnold Schwarzenegger issued a video address describing Trump's decision as a retrograde step.[35]
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 Democrats




Former President Bill Clinton wrote: "Walking away from Paris treaty is a mistake. Climate change is real. We owe our children more. Protecting our future also creates more jobs."[35] Former President Barack Obama said of Trump's decision: "Even as this Administration joins a small handful of nations that reject the future, I'm confident that our states, cities, and businesses will step up and do even more to lead the way, and help protect for future generations the one planet we've got."[53] Former vice-president Joe Biden said he believes the move imperils American security.[54]

In his withdrawal speech, President Trump stated: "I was elected to represent the citizens of Pittsburgh[image: External link], not Paris." The incumbent Mayor of Pittsburgh, Bill Peduto[image: External link], immediately responded on Twitter with a reminder that 80% of his city's voters favored Hillary Clinton during the 2016 presidential election, and wrote: "As the Mayor of Pittsburgh, I can assure you that we will follow the guidelines of the Paris Agreement for our people, our economy and future."[55] Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer[image: External link] condemned the withdrawal.[56]
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 U.S. states




Main article: United States Climate Alliance[image: External link]


In an immediate response to the withdrawal, the governors of California, New York, and Washington founded the United States Climate Alliance[image: External link], pledging to uphold the Paris Agreement within their borders.[57][58] By the evening of June 1, 2017, Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, Oregon, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Vermont and Virginia have declared their intention to join with United States Climate Alliance members in reaching Paris Agreement goals. Governors of other states also expressed interest in upholding the Agreement.[59][60][61]

As of June 7, 2017, the 12 member states represent 24% of the 50 states, and make up 35.9% of the U.S. population and 30.6% of U.S. GDP as of 2016.[62][63] They emitted 18.2% of U.S. carbon dioxide emissions in 2014.[64]
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 International response





	
African Union[image: External link] – A joint statement with the European Union[image: External link] reaffirmed the commitment of the 55 African nations to the Paris Agreement.[65]


	
 Argentina – President Mauricio Macri was "deeply disappointed" by the withdrawal, and ratified the Argentine support to the treaty.[66]


	
 Australia – Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull said that the decision was "disappointing" and that "we would prefer the United States to remain part of the agreement". The opposition Australian Labor Party[image: External link] expressed similar sentiments.[67]


	
  Bahamas[image: External link] – The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has expressed concern regarding the announced withdrawal of the United States from the Paris Agreement on climate change.[68]


	
  Belgium[image: External link] – Prime Minister Charles Michel called the decision "a brutal act".[69]


	
 Brazil – The federal ministries for foreign affairs and for the environment issued a joint statement describing their "profound concern and disappointment".[70]


	
  Bolivia[image: External link] – President Evo Morales[image: External link] called the US one of the world's "main polluters" and at The United Nations Ocean Conference[image: External link] said Trump's decision is akin to "denying science, turning your backs on multilateralism and attempting to deny a future to upcoming generations", making the US the main threat to mother Earth and life itself.[71][72][73][74]


	
 Canada – Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said he was "deeply disappointed" and that "Canada is unwavering in our commitment to fight climate change and support clean economic growth". Canada will "continue to work with the U.S. at the state level" and will reach out to the U.S. federal government to "discuss this matter of critical importance for all humankind".[75]


	
  China[image: External link] – Premier[image: External link] Li Keqiang[image: External link] reaffirmed his country's commitment to the Agreement.[76]


	
  Colombia[image: External link] – President Juan Manuel Santos[image: External link] lamented the exit of the United States from the COP21 stating that "the survival of the world and humanity is at stake".[77] Minister of Environment and Sustainable Development Luis Gilberto Murillo expressed that Colombia was “saddened” by Trump’s decision to withdraw the United States from the Paris Climate Accord, stating that "Trump’s decision increased Colombia’s vulnerability to climate change and will make it more difficult to advance toward an international goal to avoid an increase in global temperatures".[78]


	
 Costa Rica[image: External link] – The Government said the withdraw could cause a setback on climate issues, because of President Trump's lack of understanding of U.S. responsibilities as one of the globe’s leading sources of emissions.[79]


	
 Croatia – The Ministry of Environmental Protection and Energy[image: External link] stated that achieving the Paris Agreement goals would become a bigger challenge.[80]


	
  Denmark[image: External link] – Prime Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen described it as "a sad day for the world".[69]


	
  Estonia[image: External link] – Prime Minister Juri Ratas[image: External link] reaffirmed his nation's commitment to the Agreement.[65]


	
 European Union[image: External link] – The European Commission[image: External link] has stated that it "deeply regrets" the decision.[81]


	
  Fiji[image: External link] – President Frank Bainimarama[image: External link] described the "loss of America's leadership" as "unfortunate".[82]


	
  Finland[image: External link] – Prime Minister Juha Sipilä[image: External link] urged Trump to show global leadership, stating that "we need the USA on the team".[83] Minister of Environment Kimmo Tiilikainen[image: External link] stated that the USA had never been "so small" and that the world does not need the kind of leadership that Donald Trump represents.[84]


	
  France[image: External link] – In a telephone conversation with Trump, President Emmanuel Macron[image: External link] described the agreement as non-negotiable.[85][86] In a televised speech, Macron reiterated his invitation to American climate change and renewable energy scientists to relocate their work to France, concluding his assessment with the phrase: "Make our planet great again."[87] Prior to the withdrawal, former President Nicolas Sarkozy[image: External link] called for a tariff on all US exports to Europe if Trump went through with the promised withdrawal.[88] National Front[image: External link] leader Marine Le Pen[image: External link] appreciated Trump's commitment to his campaign pledge, but described his decision as "extremely regrettable."[89]


	
  Germany[image: External link] – Angela Merkel heavily criticized Trump's decision.[86][90][91]


	
 Hungary – Prime Minister Viktor Orbán stated that he was "in a state of shock" after hearing Trump's decision, and that it opposes the view of Hungary's right wing.[92]


	
 Iceland – The government 'condemned' the move.[93]


	
  Ireland[image: External link] – Sinn Féin[image: External link]'s environment spokesman Brian Stanley described the move as "deeply disappointing". Former President Mary Robinson[image: External link] called it "truly shocking".[94]


	
 India – Narendra Modi[image: External link] reiterated India's support for the climate accord, and pledged to go 'above and beyond' its aims.[95][96]


	
 Iran – First Vice President Eshaq Jahangiri[image: External link] criticized Washington for pulling out of the Paris agreement, stressing that the US is the main culprit behind producing greenhouse gases. "Trump has forgotten that the gases produced in the past few decades have endangered the life of not only the Americans but also all humankind," he added.[97]


	
  Israel[image: External link] – Energy Minister Yuval Steinitz[image: External link] criticized Trump for rejecting "a rare occurrence in which the world united".[98]


	
  Italy[image: External link] – Paolo Gentiloni expressed "regret" and sorrow for America's action.[86][99]


	
  Japan[image: External link] – In a statement, the Japanese Foreign Ministry said that Trump's choice was "regrettable" and that "Japan believes the leadership of the developed countries to be of great importance (on climate issues), and the steady implementation of the Paris Agreement is critical in this regard."[100] The Minister of the Environment stated that he was "greatly disappointed, both as Minister and as an individual", and that withdrawal from the Paris Agreement was an act that "turned its back on the wisdom of the human race".[101]


	
  Kiribati[image: External link] – Anote Tong[image: External link], the former president and one of the prominent Pacific voices during the Paris agreement negotiations, said Trump's decision to pull out of the Paris climate agreement is a selfish move that ignores the plight of low-lying island nations.[102]


	
 Latvia – The Environmental Protection and Regional Development Ministry issued a statement confirming Latvia's commitment to the Paris Agreement and describing the negative impact Trump's decision may have on investment in clean energy among developing nations.[103]


	
  Maldives[image: External link] – Environment Minister Thoriq Ibrahim[image: External link], speaking on behalf of the Alliance of Small Island States[image: External link] (AOSIS), defended the agreement as "designed for maximum flexibility and universal participation", adding that Trump's proposed renegotiation was "not practical" and that it could represent "a setback from which we would never recover".[104]


	
 The Marshall Islands[image: External link] – President Hilda Heine[image: External link] described the move as "highly concerning for those of us that live on the frontline of climate change".[93]


	
  Micronesia[image: External link] – President Peter Christian[image: External link] emphasized that nations must work together to achieve the goals set out by the Paris agreement.[71]


	
  Mexico[image: External link] – President Enrique Peña Nieto responded with a reiteration of Mexico's unconditional support for the Paris agreement.[35]


	
  Morocco[image: External link] – COP22's president and former Moroccan Minister of Foreign Affairs Salaheddine Mezouar[image: External link] has expressed his "deep disappointment" but noted that collective efforts to fight climate change will continue.[105]


	
 New Zealand – Prime Minister Bill English released a statement confirming that he will register his 'disappointment' with Rex Tillerson during an upcoming visit by the US Secretary of State.[35]


	
 Netherlands – Foreign minister Bert Koenders[image: External link] released the statement "It represents a cardinal mistake that is damaging to citizens around the world, including those of the United States."[106]


	
 North Korea[image: External link] – The foreign ministry has condemned President Donald Trump for pulling out of the Paris climate agreement, describing the decision as "the height of egotism" and an example of the "moral vacuum" in the US leadership.[107]


	
  Norway[image: External link] – The government condemned Trump's decision.[93]


	
 Papua New Guinea – Climate Change & Development Authority managing director, Ruel Yamuna, said "Climate change is real and already affecting the livelihood of communities in Papua New Guinea" and "The Paris Agreement is stronger than Donald Trump".[108]


	
  Poland[image: External link] – Deputy Energy Minister Grzegorz Tobiszowski[image: External link] praised Trump's decision, while signing an agreement for a new coal power station in Jaworzno[image: External link].[76]


	
 Portugal – President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa[image: External link] said that "climate change is a problem and denying, for political reasons, that that problem exists won't make it go away"; he also reiterated that Europe should remain a champion of the fight against climate change, "a just and real" cause.[109] During a visit to an elementary school[image: External link], Prime Minister António Costa commented "it is a shame that President Trump did not attend this school and does not know what these children already know... that we only have one planet and that our first duty is to preserve it for future generations".[110]


	
 Russia – In advance of Trump's expected withdrawal announcement, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov[image: External link] reiterated Russia's support for the Paris agreement.[111] After the withdrawal, when questioned by media sources about his views of the decision Putin stated "don't worry, be happy".[112] He noted that since the non-binding agreement is not set to take effect until 2021, he believes there is plenty of time to create a working solution to global warming.[113]


	
 South Africa – The South African government stated that it "expresses its profound regret over the decision of the United States of America to withdraw from the Paris Agreement."[114]


	
 South Korea[image: External link] – The Foreign Ministry for South Korea described Trump's move as 'regrettable'.[115]


	
  Sweden[image: External link] – Foreign Minister Margot Wallström[image: External link] described it as "a decision to leave humanity's last chance of securing our children's future on this planet".[70]


	
   Switzerland[image: External link] – President Doris Leuthard[image: External link] said the decision was “regrettable”.[116]


	
  Turkey[image: External link] – Mehmet Emin Birpınar, Turkey's chief climate negotiator, expressed hope that other countries will not follow Trump, and affirmed Turkey's commitment despite the agreement's "unfairness".[117]


	
  Tuvalu[image: External link] – Prime Minister Enele Sopoaga[image: External link] said that the US had "abandoned" them.[118]


	
 United Nations[image: External link] – A spokesman for U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres[image: External link] described Trump's decision as "a major disappointment".[119]


	
 United Kingdom – Prime Minister Theresa May expressed her disappointment during a telephone call with Trump, and reaffirmed the United Kingdom's commitment to the agreement.[76] She said on live TV, "I have spoken to Donald Trump and told him that the UK believes in the Paris agreement"[120] Scotland's First Minister[image: External link] Nicola Sturgeon[image: External link] saw it as an "appalling abdication of leadership" that May's signature was lacking from a joint declaration by the leaders of Germany, France and Italy.[121]


	
  Vatican – Bishop Marcelo Sánchez Sorondo[image: External link], Chancellor of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences[image: External link], described the withdrawal as a "huge slap in the face" to the world.[122]


	
  Zambia[image: External link] - The Zambian minister for Water Development, Sanitation and Environmental Protection, Lloyd Kaziya, described the withdrawal as "a serious tragedy" to developing countries.[123]
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 Business and industry




The American Coalition for Clean Coal Electricity[image: External link] and Peabody Energy[image: External link], the largest listed coal producer in the United States, applauded the decision, claiming the result will be lower energy prices and greater reliability of supply.[124][125]

On the day of Trump's predicted withdrawal, 25 companies placed a full-page open letter to President Trump in The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal, encouraging the administration keep the U.S. in the Paris Agreement.[126][127] The companies were:



	Adobe[image: External link]

	Apple[image: External link]

	Blue Cross Blue Shield[image: External link]

	Danfoss[image: External link]

	Dignity Health[image: External link]

	Facebook[image: External link]

	Gap[image: External link]

	Google[image: External link]

	The Hartford[image: External link]

	Hewlett Packard Enterprise[image: External link]

	Ingersoll Rand[image: External link]

	Intel[image: External link]

	Johnson Controls[image: External link]

	Levi Strauss & Co.[image: External link]

	Mars[image: External link]

	Microsoft[image: External link]

	Morgan Stanley[image: External link]

	National Grid[image: External link]

	PG&E[image: External link]

	Royal DSM[image: External link]

	Salesforce.com[image: External link]

	Schneider Electric[image: External link]

	Tiffany & Co.[image: External link]

	Unilever[image: External link]

	VF[image: External link]





Following Trump's announcement, ExxonMobil, Chevron[image: External link], Shell[image: External link] and General Motors[image: External link] reaffirmed their support for the Paris Agreement and for measures to tackle climate change.[124]

Michael Bloomberg[image: External link] pledged $15 million to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change Executive Secretariat, explaining: "Americans will honor and fulfill the Paris Agreement by leading from the bottom up – and there isn't anything Washington can do to stop us".[128] Shortly following Trump's announcement, thirty city mayors, three state governors, more than eighty university presidents and the leaders of more than a hundred businesses joined Bloomberg in opening negotiations with the United Nations to submit a plan for limiting American climate-change emissions in accord with the Paris Agreement guidelines.[129]

Goldman Sachs[image: External link] CEO Lloyd Blankfein[image: External link] described Trump's decision as "a setback for the environment and for the U.S.'s leadership position in the world".[124] General Electric[image: External link] CEO Jeff Immelt[image: External link] stated that "climate change is real".[8]

Multiple tech company executives—including Microsoft CEO Sundar Pichai[image: External link], Microsoft President and Chief Legal Officer Brad Smith, Apple CEO Tim Cook[image: External link], Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg, and General Electric[image: External link] CEO Jeff Immelt—condemned the decision.[130][131] Microsoft's Satya Nadella[image: External link] said Microsoft believes that "climate change is an urgent issue that demands global action." Google's Sundar Pichai[image: External link] tweeted "Disappointed with today's decision. Google will keep working hard for a cleaner, more prosperous future for all". Facebook's Mark Zuckerberg said "Withdrawing from the Paris climate agreement is bad for the environment, bad for the economy, and it puts our children's future at risk."[132]
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 Resignations from presidential advisory boards in protest




Two business leaders resigned from Trump advisory boards in protest to his decision to withdraw. Elon Musk[image: External link], CEO of Tesla, Inc.[image: External link] and SpaceX[image: External link], resigned from the two presidential advisory councils on which he had sat. Musk stated: "Climate change is real. Leaving Paris is not good for America or the world."[133][134]

Robert Iger[image: External link], CEO of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link], also resigned, saying "As a matter of principle, I've resigned from the President's Council over the Paris Agreement withdrawal."[135]
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 U.S. public opinion




The Paris Agreement is broadly popular among Americans.[136] A national poll by the Chicago Council on Global Affairs[image: External link] conducted in June 2016 found that 71 percent of American adults favored U.S. participation in the Paris Agreement.[137][138] Similar, a November 2016 poll conducted by the Yale Program on Climate Change Communication[image: External link] found that 69 percent of U.S. registered voters favored U.S. participation in the Paris Agreement, while just 13 percent were opposed.[139] Trump's decision to withdraw the U.S. from the accord was seen as an attempt to appeal to his base[image: External link], even at the risk of alienating Democrats and independent voters.[136] This strategy diverged from the typical approach taken by most U.S. presidents, who historically have sought to appeal to the center.[136] A New York Times analysis described the move as "a daring and risky strategy" taken by "the first president in the history of polling to govern without the support of a majority of the public from the start of his tenure," adding: "In effect, Mr. Trump is doubling down on presiding as a minority president, betting that when the time comes, his fervent supporters will matter more, especially clustered in key Midwest states."[136]

A Washington Post/ABC News public opinion[image: External link] survey of American adults, conducted from June 2–4, 2017, found that 59 percent opposed Trump's decision to withdraw the U.S. from the Paris Agreement, and just 28 percent supported it. Asked about the effect of withdrawal on the U.S. economy, 42 percent said it would hurt the economy; 32 percent believed it would help the economy; and 20 percent believed that it would make no difference.[140][141] The poll showed a sharp division among partisan lines: 67 percent of Republicans supported Trump's decision, but just 22 percent of independents[image: External link] and 8 percent of Democrats supported it.[140]
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 Media
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 Domestic




USA Today, in an editorial, stated that "There was no greatness in the decision he rendered Thursday, just the heightened prospect of a climate-stricken globe left behind for future generations."[142] The New York Times called it "disgraceful" and stated that Trump "knows nothing or cares little about the science underlying the stark warnings of environmental disruption."[143]

For their edition of June 2, 2017, the New York Daily News revived their famous 1975 "Ford to City: Drop Dead" cover with a photo of Trump and the words "Trump to World: Drop Dead".[144]

The Tampa Bay Times[image: External link] criticized the move, writing that it would especially endanger coastal states such as Florida, which are already suffering from rising sea levels[image: External link], which damage property and infrastructure and harm the drinking water supply.[145] The Detroit Free Press[image: External link] stated that "President Donald Trump has betrayed the future of our children, our grandchildren, and our planet".[10]

Bloomberg[image: External link] stated that "Under Trump, the U.S. has already become an irresponsible role model."[146] The San Diego Union-Tribune[image: External link] stated that "President Trump is ushering in the Chinese Century[image: External link]" and called it the worst decision of Trump's life.[147][148]

The National Review[image: External link] praised the withdrawal.[149] Breitbart[image: External link]'s James Delingpole[image: External link] celebrated the decision, describing climate science as an "elephant trap", and denouncing the leaders of the UK, France, Canada, Australia and Germany as "charlatans".[150]

A piece by commentator Erick Erickson[image: External link] published by Fox News described the withdrawal from the Paris Agreement as the correct move, for the reason that "climate change is [not] an issue worth caring much about".[151] Douglas E. Schoen[image: External link], also writing for Fox, contrarily said that a withdrawal from the Paris Agreement "only hastens America's retreat from global political and economic leadership".[152]
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A lead in the British newspaper The Guardian said that the decision would be unlikely to stunt the growth of renewable energy, and suggested that "a much more likely casualty of Trump's choice is the US economy he claims to be protecting".[153] The British newspaper The Independent also criticized the decision.[154] The German newspaper Berliner Kurier[image: External link] revealed its front page for June 2, 2017, shortly following Trump's announcement, bearing the headline "Erde an Trump: Fuck You!" ("Earth to Trump: Fuck You!").[155][156]

The Toronto Star[image: External link] described it as "likely the worst act that Donald Trump has made so far".[157]

China's Xinhua[image: External link] state news agency also criticized the move.[158]
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 Protests




Protesters gathered at the White House gates on the day of the announcement.[159] Bill Nye[image: External link], a science communicator[image: External link] and television personality known for making scientific concepts more accessible to the general public, was one of the protesters in attendance.[160] The John A. Wilson Building[image: External link] in D.C. was lit in green in protest of the decision,[161] as were One World Trade Center[image: External link], the Kosciuszko Bridge[image: External link] and New York City Hall[image: External link] in New York City, Boston City Hall[image: External link], Montreal City Hall[image: External link], the Hôtel de Ville[image: External link] in Paris, and the Monumento a la Revolución[image: External link] and the Angel of Independence[image: External link] in Mexico City.[162][163] Protests also occurred in New York City[image: External link],[164] Miami[image: External link],[165] San Diego[image: External link],[166] and Syracuse[image: External link].[167]
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 See also





	Canada and the Kyoto Protocol[image: External link]

	Environmental policy of the Donald Trump administration

	New Nationalism[image: External link]

	Politics of global warming[image: External link]
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Foreign policy of Donald Trump






This article is about the foreign policy positions expressed by Donald Trump as a presidential candidate. For his positions and actions as president, see Foreign policy of the Donald Trump administration.

This article describes the foreign policy[image: External link] positions taken by Donald Trump during his 2016 presidential campaign.





TOP
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 Overview




In a New York Times interview in July 2016, Presidential Nominee Trump "repeatedly defined American global interests almost purely in economic terms," with the nation's "roles as a peacekeeper, as a provider of a nuclear deterrent against adversaries like North Korea, as an advocate of human rights and as a guarantor of allies' borders" being "quickly reduced to questions of economic benefit to the United States."[1]
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 United States Armed Forces and defense spending




Trump stated in a December 2015 Republican primary debate that "Our military is a disaster," and in a July 2016 radio appearance described the United States Armed Forces[image: External link] as "depleted and in horrible shape."[2][3]

In July 2016, retired U.S. Marine Corps[image: External link] General John R. Allen[image: External link], who supports Trump's opponent Hillary Clinton, gave a forceful speech against Trump at the 2016 Democratic National Convention[image: External link].[4] Trump responded by calling the four-star[image: External link] military leader "a failed general" and saying that he had never met him.[5][6]

Trump has stated on a number of occasions that if elected president, he "would increase [spending] on the military."[7] Trump claims that the United States Armed Forces will be "funded beautifully" if he was elected President.[8] While Trump has not offered specifics on defense spending[image: External link] under a Trump presidency, he has repeatedly called for a U.S. military buildup and has criticized President Barack Obama's military spending strategy.[9][10][11] Trump has criticized the decline in the numbers of active-duty[image: External link] armed forces, Navy[image: External link] ships and Air Force[image: External link] planes since the end of the Cold War[image: External link].[9] Trump has pledged to rein in wasteful spending[image: External link] in the military.[10]

In an interview with Fox News in June 2015, Trump claimed: "There's nobody bigger or better at the military than I am."[12] In an interview with the Washington Post, Trump said that he would not reveal his military plans for fear of informing the enemy: "I don't want them to know what I'm thinking, does that make sense? I want people to be guessing ... I don't want people to figure it out. I don't want people to know what my plan is. I have plans. I have plans! But I don't want to do it."[13]
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 Diplomacy and U.S. allies




Trump has stated his intention to provide presidential leadership with strong diplomacy to restore "respect" for the United States around the world. He supports a robust national defense.[14][15][16] In an interview with Bill O'Reilly, Trump claimed that he had a proven record in negotiating with foreign countries. "I've made a fortune with foreign countries."[12]

Trump has stated, "We Americans are laughed at around the world for losing a hundred and fifty billion dollars year after year, for defending wealthy nations for nothing, nations that would be wiped off the face of the earth in about 15 minutes if it weren’t for us. Our ‘allies’ are making billions screwing us."[17] Trump has called for allied countries, including Germany, Israel, Japan, Saudi Arabia, and South Korea to pay the United States for helping protect their nations.[18][19][20]
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 Foreign policy advisors




Trump unveiled a list of foreign policy advisors in April 2016: Joseph E. Schmitz[image: External link], Walid Phares[image: External link], Keith Kellogg, Carter Page[image: External link],[21] Bert Mizusawa[image: External link], Gary Harrell[image: External link], Chuck Kubic and George Papadopoulos[image: External link].[22][23] Retired Lt. General Michael Flynn[image: External link] is also a Trump foreign policy advisor (and was reportedly on Trump's shortlist for running mate).[24][25][26] Politico noted that several of those cited on the list "are complete unknowns; others have mixed reputations among GOP national security pros."[27] According to Duke political science professor Peter Feaver[image: External link], the list "looks more like an ad hoc coalition of the willing than any deliberate effort to reflect a particular candidate's vision of America's role in the world."[28] After it was reported that Carter Page was being investigated for allegedly meeting with Kremlin officials over the summer of 2016, a Trump campaign spokesman denied that Page had ever been part of the campaign, except as an “informal adviser”.[29]

Two of the advisors on the list "view Islamic Sharia law within the U.S. as a dire threat — even though many conservatives consider the issue a fringe obsession."[27] One of the advisors "has accused the State Department's top official for Ukraine and Russia, Victoria Nuland[image: External link], of "fomenting" the 2014 revolution that overthrew Ukraine's government[image: External link]."[27] According to a former colleague, Flynn has argued for a more aggressive approach to U.S. interests around the world.[24][25] A review of Flynn's book The Field of Fight[image: External link] (2016) by Will McCants[image: External link] of the Brookings Institution[image: External link] describes Flynn's vision as a combination of neoconservatism (his insistence on destroying what he sees an alliance of tyranny, dictatorships, and radical Islamist regimes) and realism[image: External link] (support for working with "friendly tyrants").[30] However, like Trump, Flynn has been a critic of the U.S.'s military involvement in Iraq[31] and Libya[32] as well as its support for the Syrian opposition[image: External link], and has advocated for closer ties with Russia.[33] Flynn has said that Trump's strategic approach is to "start really, really high and really, really hard, OK? And then, be prepared to get down to where you think you can actually negotiate." Flynn also disputed the notion that Trump would order the military to kill the families of terrorists and complimented Trump's ability to surround himself with good people.[25]

Previously when asked about who he was consulting with on foreign policy during an interview on MSNBC's Morning Joe[image: External link], Trump responded with "I’m speaking with myself, number one, because I have a very good brain and I've said a lot of things".[34] Some of Trump's foreign policy ideas have been met with opposition by the foreign policy establishment of the Republican Party[image: External link] (GOP).[35] The Economist Intelligence Unit[image: External link] placed a Trump victory in the United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link] fifth in their list of ten global risks for 2016, citing his foreign policy positions which increase the risk of trade war[image: External link], him being used as a potent recruitment tool for jihadi[image: External link] groups and weakened efforts to contain Russia's expansionist[image: External link] tendencies.[36]

Post-inauguration, President Trump has been accused of "abandoning the foreign policy that brought him victory" and "as a disappointment for those who hoped for a break from the liberal interventionist/neoconservative synthesis. … It doesn’t appear that he has any foreign policy realists around him, or anyone with a restrained view of America’s international responsibilities."[37]
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 Americas
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 Cuba




See also: Cuba–United States relations[image: External link]


In September 2016, Trump expressed his opposition to the restoration of full diplomatic relations between the United States and Cuba achieved in July 2015.[38] As part of the restoration of full diplomatic relations, the United States embargo against Cuba[image: External link] remains in place, but a series of regulations have been loosened to allow more American companies to sell their products in Cuba.[38] Trump said that he would only restore full diplomatic relations with Cuba if the Cuban regime met his demands to restore political freedoms[image: External link] and free political prisoners[image: External link].[38] This is a shift from the position expressed in September 2015 when he said that the opening with Cuba was "fine. But we should have made a better deal."[38]

In February 2016, Trump said that he opposed the Cuban Adjustment Act[image: External link], which allows any Cuban who reaches U.S. soil to remain in the country legally and apply for residency.[39] Trump said, "I don't think that's fair. I mean, why would that be a fair thing?"[39]

On the first day of the Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2000, Trump held an event in Miami where he vowed to maintain the embargo on Cuba and never spend his or his companies' money in Cuba until Fidel Castro[image: External link] was removed from power.[40] However, according to reporting by Newsweek[image: External link] in September 2016, Trump had conducted business in Cuba in violation of the embargo seven months before his vow.[40] Bloomberg News reported in July 2016 that Trump Organization executives and advisers traveled to Havana in late 2012 or early 2013 to explore golf-course developments in Cuba, possibly a violation of the embargo.[41]
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 Mexico




See also: Mexico–United States relations[image: External link]


Trump has emphasized U.S. border security and illegal immigration to the United States as a campaign issue.[42][43] During his announcement speech he stated in part, "When Mexico sends its people, they're not sending their best. They're not sending you. They're sending people that have lots of problems, and they're bringing those problems.... They're bringing drugs. They're bringing crime. They're rapists. And some, I assume, are good people."[15] On July 6, 2015, Trump issued a written statement[44] to clarify his position on illegal immigration which drew a reaction from critics. It read in part:


The Mexican Government is forcing their most unwanted people into the United States. They are, in many cases, criminals, drug dealers, rapists, etc. This was evident just this week when, as an example, a young woman in San Francisco was viciously killed by a 5-time deported Mexican with a long criminal record, who was forced back into the United States because they didn’t want him in Mexico. This is merely one of thousands of similar incidents throughout the United States. In other words, the worst elements in Mexico are being pushed into the United States by the Mexican government. The largest suppliers of heroin, cocaine and other illicit drugs are Mexican cartels that arrange to have Mexican immigrants trying to cross the borders and smuggle in the drugs. The Border Patrol knows this. Likewise, tremendous infectious disease is pouring across the border. The United States has become a dumping ground for Mexico and, in fact, for many other parts of the world. On the other hand, many fabulous people come in from Mexico and our country is better for it. But these people are here legally, and are severely hurt by those coming in illegally. I am proud to say that I know many hard working Mexicans—many of them are working for and with me...and, just like our country, my organization is better for it."[45]



A study published in Social Science Quarterly[image: External link] in May 2016 tested Trump's claim that immigrants are responsible for higher levels of violent and drug-related crime in the United States.[46] It found no evidence that links Mexican or undocumented Mexican immigrants specifically to violent or drug-related crime.[46] It did however find a small but significant association between undocumented immigrant populations (including non-Mexican undocumented immigrants) and drug-related arrests.[46]

Trump has repeatedly pledged to build a wall along the U.S.'s southern border, and has said that Mexico would pay for its construction through increased border-crossing fees and NAFTA tariffs.[47] In his speech announcing his candidacy, Trump pledged to "build a great, great wall on our southern border. And I will have Mexico pay for that wall. Mark my words."[48][49] Trump also said "nobody builds walls better than me, believe me, and I'll build them very inexpensively."[49] The concept for building a barrier to keep illegal immigrants out of the U.S. is not new; 670 miles of fencing (about one-third of the border) was erected under the Secure Fence Act of 2006[image: External link], at a cost of $2.4 billion.[49] Trump said later that his proposed wall would be "a real wall. Not a toy wall like we have now."[50] In his 2015 book, Trump cites the Israeli West Bank barrier[image: External link] as a successful example of a border wall.[51] "Trump has at times suggested building a wall across the nearly 2,000-mile border and at other times indicated more selective placement."[52] After a meeting with Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto on August 31, 2016, Trump said that they "didn't discuss" who would pay for the border wall that Trump has made a centerpiece of his presidential campaign.[53] Nieto contradicted that later that day, saying that he at the start of the meeting "made it clear that Mexico will not pay for the wall".[54] Later that day, Trump reiterated his position that Mexico will pay to build an "impenetrable" wall on the Southern border.[55]

According to experts and analyses, the actual cost to construct a wall along the remaining 1,300 miles of the border could be as high as $16 million per mile, with a total cost of up to $25 billion, with the cost of private land acquisitions and fence maintenance pushing up the total cost further.[52] Maintenance of the wall cost could up to $750 million a year, and if the Border Patrol[image: External link] agents were to patrol the wall, additional funds would have to be expended.[52] Rough and remote terrain on many parts of the border, such as deserts and mountains, would make construction and maintenance of a wall expensive, and such terrain may be a greater deterrent than a wall in any case.[52] Experts also note that on federally protected wilderness areas[image: External link] and Native American reservations[image: External link], the Department of Homeland Security may have only limited construction authority, and a wall could cause environmental damage.[52]

Critics of Trump's plan question whether a wall would be effective at stopping unauthorized crossings, noting that walls are of limited use unless they are patrolled by agents and to intercept those climbing over or tunneling under the wall.[52] Experts also note that approximately half of illegal immigrants in the U.S. did not surreptitiously enter, but rather "entered through official crossing points[image: External link], either by overstaying visas[image: External link], using fraudulent documents, or being smuggled[image: External link] past the border."[52]

Trump has vowed to impose tariffs — in the range of 15 to 35 percent — on companies that move their operations to Mexico.[56] He has specifically criticized the Ford Motor Co.[image: External link],[57] Carrier Corporation[image: External link],[57] and Mondelez International[image: External link].[57][56][58] Trump has pledged a 35% tariff on "every car, every truck and every part manufactured in [Ford's Mexico plant] that comes across the border."[59] Tariffs at that level would be far higher than the international norms (which are around 2.67 percent for the U.S. and most other advanced economies and under 10 percent for most developing countries).[60] In August 2015, in response to Oreo maker Mondelez International's announcement that it would move manufacturing to Mexico, Trump said that he would boycott Oreos[image: External link].[58]

According to economic experts canvassed by PolitiFact, the tariffs could help create new manufacturing jobs and lead to some concessions from the U.S.'s foreign trading partners, but consumer costs and production costs would almost certainly rise, the stock market would fall, interest rates could rise, and trade wars could occur.[61] PolitiFact noted that lower-income consumers in the United States would be hurt the most.[61]

In a 60 Minutes interview in September 2015, Trump condemned the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), saying that if elected president, "We will either renegotiate it, or we will break it."[62][63] A range of trade experts have said that pulling out of NAFTA as Trump proposed would have a range of unintended consequences for the U.S., including reduced access to the U.S.'s biggest export markets, a reduction in economic growth, and increased prices for gasoline, cars, fruits, and vegetables.[64] The Washington Post fact-checker furthermore noted that a Congressional Research Service review of the academic literature on NAFTA concluded that the "net overall effect of NAFTA on the U.S. economy appears to have been relatively modest, primarily because trade with Canada and Mexico accounts for a small percentage of U.S. GDP."[65]

According to an analysis by the Peterson Institute for International Economics[image: External link], Trump's proposed tariff increases on China and Mexico could, if China and Mexico retaliate with their own tariff increases, push the U.S. into recession and cost 5 million U.S. jobs.[66] Even more limited retaliation by China and Mexico, or an aborted trade war (the Trump administration backs down from its tariff increases one year into them) would hit the U.S. economy hard.[66] Gary Clyde Hufbauer, senior fellow at PIIE, notes that there is ample precedent and scope for a U.S. president to unilaterally raise tariffs as Trump has vowed to do, and that efforts to block Trump's actions through the courts, or by amending the authorizing statutes in Congress, would be difficult and time-consuming.[67]
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 Asia




Claims of currency devaluation were leveled against Japan and China by Trump.[68]

Steve Bannon falsely claimed that there was a majority of Asians and South Asians in Silicon Valley as CEOs.[69] He claimed that East Asians and South Asians were taking up space at "Engineering schools"[70][71]

Asians have been singled out for criticism and attacks by Trump, and it has been suggested that the ultimate intent is a racial conflict, by the New Republic[image: External link],[72] the Daily Beast[image: External link][73] and Vox[image: External link].[74]
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 Afghanistan




See also: Afghanistan–United States relations[image: External link]


On October 6, 2015, Trump stated that the United States "made a terrible mistake getting involved [in Afghanistan] in the first place."[75] When asked again about Afghanistan on October 20, 2015, Trump reversed his position, claiming to have never characterized U.S. entry into Afghanistan as a mistake.[75] Trump stated that the War in Afghanistan[image: External link] was necessary and that he supported keeping a limited number of troops there.[75]
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 China and Taiwan
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 Background




See also: China–United States relations[image: External link], One-China policy[image: External link], Taiwan Relations Act[image: External link], and Taiwan–United States relations[image: External link]


Speaking on the Piers Morgan Tonight[image: External link] talk show in February 2011 about ″what a President Trump would do to revive America's prosperity″, in responding to Piers Morgan[image: External link]′s questions about how to deal with the Chinese and whether they are Americans′ friends, Donald Trump said, ″I don't think they're friends. I think they're enemies. <...> I understand the Chinese and I deal with them all the time. <...> They consider our leaders extremely stupid people. They cannot believe what they get away with. <...> They're never going to treat us well unless we do something strong. <...> We have very, very unfair trade. I call it unfair trade. I would tax them 25 percent. They would come to the table immediately.″[76] In August 2011, he said that he would "send [China] a bill for the value of the secrets that they've stolen," referring to alleged Chinese theft of American stealth technology[image: External link].[77]

In November 2015, Trump promised to designate People's Republic of China[image: External link] a currency manipulator[image: External link] on his first day in office.[78] He pledged "swift, robust and unequivocal" action against Chinese piracy, counterfeit[image: External link] American goods, and theft of U.S. trade secrets[image: External link] and intellectual property[image: External link]; and has condemned China's "illegal export subsidies[image: External link] and lax labor and environmental standards."[78]

In January 2016, Trump proposed a 45 percent tariff on Chinese exports to the United States[image: External link] to give "American workers a level playing field."[79][80] When asked about potential Chinese retaliation to the implementation of tariffs, such as sales of U.S. bonds[image: External link], Trump judged such scenario unlikely: "They won't crash our currency. They will crash their economy. That's what they are going to do if they start playing that."[81] In a May 2016 speech, Trump responded to concerns regarding a potential trade war[image: External link] with China: "We're losing $500 billion in trade with China. Who the hell cares if there's a trade war?"[82]

President-elect[image: External link] Trump′s telephone conversation with the Taiwanese president[image: External link] Tsai Ing-wen[image: External link] on 2 December 2016, the first such contact with Taiwan by a U.S. president-elect or president since 1979, provoked the People's Republic of China to lodge a diplomatic protest ("stern representations").[83][84] Trump went on to clarify his move by telling the Fox News, "I fully understand the 'one China' policy[image: External link], but I don't know why we have to be bound by a 'one China' policy unless we make a deal with China having to do with other things, including trade."[84]
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 January 2017–




On 23 January, speaking about China's claims to sovereignty over the Spratly Islands[image: External link] in the South China Sea[image: External link], White House spokesman Sean Spicer said, "It's a question of if those islands are in fact in international waters and not part of China proper, then yeah, we're going to make sure that we defend international territories from being taken over by one country."[85]

On 4 February, on a visit to Japan[image: External link], U.S. Defense Secretary James Mattis reaffirmed Washington's commitment under the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security between the United States and Japan[image: External link] to defending Japan, including the Senkaku Islands[image: External link] (the East China Sea[image: External link]) that are claimed by China.[86]
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 India




See also: India–United States relations[image: External link]


Trump has spoken favorably of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi[image: External link] and of a closer alliance with India.[87] He told a campaign rally of Indian-Americans[image: External link] that under his administration, relations with India would be "the best ever".[88] The Trump Organization has extensive business ventures in India, involving at least 16 Indian partnerships and corporations.[88]
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 North Korea




See also: North Korea–United States relations[image: External link]


Trump has "declined to share details of his plans to deal with North Korea"[89] but has said that he would be willing to meet North Korean supreme leader[image: External link] Kim Jong-un[image: External link], saying that he would have "no problem" doing so.[89][90] Trump described Kim as a "maniac" but also claimed that Kim deserves "credit" for being able to overcome his rivals in order to succeed his father[image: External link].[91] Trump has advocated placing greater pressure on China, including through restrictions on trade, to rein in its ally North Korea in the wake of the January 2016 North Korean nuclear test[image: External link],[92] saying that China has "total control" over North Korea[92] and the U.S. has "tremendous" economic power over China.[90] In the September 2016 Presidential Debate, Trump said, "China should solve that [North Korea] problem for us. China should go into North Korea. China is totally powerful as it relates to North Korea."[93] He also argued that the Iran nuclear deal[image: External link] should have included a component about Iran–North Korea relations[image: External link].[93]

An editorial in North Korean state media hailed Trump as a "wise politician" and "far-sighted presidential candidate" who could be good for North Korea.[94] The editorial suggested that a statement from Trump that he did not want to get involved in any conflict between North and South Korea was "fortunate from North Koreans' perspective".[94]
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 Pakistan




See also: Pakistan–United States relations[image: External link]


In 2015, Trump said Pakistan is "the most dangerous country in the world" and should denuclearize.[95] But according to the Pakistan government, in a cordial post-election telephone conversation with Pakistan's Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif[image: External link], Trump lavished praise on Pakistan and its "fantastic" people, said he would love to visit the country, and offered to help Pakistan solve any outstanding problems.[96] After taking office, President Trump indicated that Pakistan will be among the countries whose citizens will have to go through an "extreme vetting" process before entering the United States.[97]
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 Philippines




See also: Moro conflict[image: External link], Moro Rebellion[image: External link], East Asian foreign policy of the Barack Obama administration[image: External link], and Operation Enduring Freedom – Philippines[image: External link]


The use by American soldiers in the Philippines of pig's blood coated bullets[image: External link] to massacre Moro Muslims[image: External link] was supported by Trump.[98][99] Trump made the comments in South Carolina's city of North Charleston on 19 February 2016.[100][101] There was cheering by the thousands strong audience throughout the talk by Trump.[102] Trump referred to them "terrorists".[103][104] Trump said that the USA should "start getting tough" and said the policy was successful.[105]

In December 2016, Trump reportedly praised Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte's controversial war on drugs[image: External link], describing it as the "right way" and wishing Duterte success with his efforts. Later that month, Duterte praised Trump for abandoning the Trans-Pacific Partnership.[106]

In January 2017, Tillerson advocated blocking islands from China.[107] When Rex Tillerson threatened China's positions on the islands, the Philippines said that Tillerson was speaking for the USA only in the USA's interest and prerogatives and not that of the Philippines.[108] Delfin Lorenzana[image: External link], the Defense Secretary rejected the possibility of war against China over the islands in the South China Sea.[109]

In January 2017, Duterte again praised President Trump and First Lady Melania Trump, stating that "I envy him."[110]
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 Middle East and Africa
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 Egypt




See also: Egypt–United States relations[image: External link]


On February 10, 2011, the day prior to the overthrow of Hosni Mubarak[image: External link], Trump stated that he had no sympathy for Mubarak[image: External link] and expressed optimism that events in Egypt will not affect the world economy.[111] At the time, Trump offered neither criticism nor praise for how President Barack Obama dealt with the Egyptian crisis, saying it was out of Obama's hands.[111] Later, in August 2011, Trump criticized the Obama administration for not helping Mubarak keep power, citing Mubarak's positive relationship with Israel[image: External link] and the negative effect that Mubarak's removal would have on other allies' faith in the United States.[112][113] In 2012, Trump reiterated his criticisms of the Obama administration's handling of Mubarak and asserted that "Egypt is now our enemy" and that "Israel is in trouble."[114]

In September 2016, Trump first met the President of Egypt, Abdel Fattah el-Sisi[image: External link], describing him as a "fantastic guy", praising his handling of the Egyptian coup d’etat of 2013[image: External link] that removed former President Mohamed Morsi[image: External link] from power.[115] Trump said that there was a "good feeling between [them]".[115] Sisi later said he had "no doubt" that Trump would Trump would be a strong leader if elected.[116]

In April 2017, President Trump invited President Sisi to the White House, a privilege that was not afforded to Sisi under the Obama administration. There, Trump clarified his stance on U.S.-Egypt relations: “I just want to let everybody know in case there was any doubt that we are very much behind President el-Sisi. He’s done a fantastic job in a very difficult situation. We are very much behind Egypt and the people of Egypt. The United States has, believe me, backing, and we have strong backing.” Sisi responded by saying “you will find Egypt and myself always beside you in bringing about an effective strategy in the counterterrorism effort," and pledged to support Trump's Israel-Palestine peace efforts, stating he hoped they would “find a solution to the problem of the century in the deal of the century.”[117]
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 Iran




See also: Iran–United States relations[image: External link]


In June 2016, Trump maintained that "Iran is now the dominant Islamic power in the Middle East[image: External link] and on the road to nuclear weapons."[118] Trump opposes the international nuclear agreement with Iran[image: External link] (negotiated with the United States and five other world powers) that was made in 2015, calling it "terrible" and saying that the Obama administration negotiated the agreement "from desperation."[119] Trump has claimed that he has "studied this issue in great detail... actually greater by far than anybody else."[120] Trump opposed the sanctions[image: External link] relief in the agreement, saying: "we're giving them billions of dollars in this deal, which we shouldn't have given them. We should have kept the money."[119] Trump has claimed that the United States gives Iran $150 billion as part of the Iran deal, a statement rated false by FactCheck.org.[121] FactCheck.org notes that the Iranian assets that were unfrozen as part of the deal were held mostly by banks and other financial institutions outside the United States, and that the value of the assets is estimated to be between $25 billion and $56 billion.[121] Trump has claimed that "when those restrictions expire (in the Iran nuclear deal), Iran will have an industrial-size military nuclear capability ready to go," a statement rated "false" by PolitiFact.com.[120] Trump was critical of State Department officials as they negotiated the Iran deal, saying that "It's a one-day deal. This whole thing should have taken a day."[122]

In July 2015, when explaining his opposition to the Iran agreement, Trump cited four American prisoners being held prisoner in the country.[119] When the four prisoners were released in January 2016, after the agreement went into effect, Trump claimed credit for the release, an assertion that was termed "dubious" by CBS News.[123]

In August 2015, Trump had said that despite opposing the content of the deal, he would attempt to enforce it rather than abrogate it.[124] In a speech to the American Israel Public Affairs Committee[image: External link] (AIPAC) in March 2016, however, Trump said that his "number-one priority is to dismantle the disastrous deal with Iran."[125] In July 2016, Trump foreign policy adviser Walid Phares[image: External link] claimed Trump would not "get rid of" the Iran deal and would instead seek to "renegotiate" it.[126]

In September 2015, Trump told CNN that he believed the agreement would compel the United States to side with Iran in the event of war: "There's something in the Iran deal that people I don't think really understand or know about, and nobody's able to explain it, that if somebody attacks Iran, we have to come to their defense. So if Israel attacks Iran, according to that deal, I believe the way it reads [...] that we have to fight with Iran against Israel."[127] Trump's statement is based on his interpretation of a provision in the agreement that "the U.S. and other partners are prepared, as appropriate, to cooperate with training to strengthen Iran's ability to protect against and respond to nuclear security threats, including sabotage." PolitiFact rated Trump's statement "false" and the Obama administration disagrees with Trump's interpretation.[128]

During an interview with Bill O'Reilly, Trump was asked whether he would negotiate a new deal with Iran. Trump responded that, with the current deal, "Iran is doing nuclear. They're going nuclear." He would "put on the sanctions big league. I'd double and triple up the sanctions and make a deal from strength."[12] According to Trump, nuclear weapons[image: External link], not global warming, is the world's biggest problem.[12] Trump said that any deal with Iran should stipulate that inspectors have 24-hour-a-day access immediately to all nuclear sites and made reference to American nationals imprisoned the country.[119]

In the September 2016 Presidential Debate, Trump said that the Iran deal should have contained provisions that Iran must "do something with respect to North Korea. And they should have done something with respect to Yemen and all these other places."[129]

In October 2016, it was reported that despite Trump's denouncement of Iran as a "big enemy" and assertions that donations from foreign governments to the Clinton Foundation charity amounted to evidence of corruption, the Trump Organization did business with one of Iran’s largest state-controlled banks from 1998 to 2003.[130] The Trump Organization kept the bank on as a tenant for four more years after the United States Department of the Treasury[image: External link] designated the bank in 1999 as being controlled by the Iranian government.[130] U.S. authorities also alleged that the bank had been used between 2002 and 2006 to funnel money to a unit of the Army of the Guardians of the Islamic Revolution[image: External link] that has sponsored terrorist attacks[image: External link] — a period that overlapped with the time the bank rented office space from Trump.[130]
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 Iraq War




See also: Iraq War[image: External link]


On September 11, 2002, when asked by radio talk-show host Howard Stern[image: External link] if he supported an invasion of Iraq[image: External link], Trump responded, "Yeah, I guess so. I wish the first time it was done correctly."[131][132][133] In a January 28, 2003 interview with Neil Cavuto[image: External link], on the night of President George W. Bush's 2003 State of the Union Address[image: External link], Trump said that he expected to hear "a lot of talk about Iraq" and urged Bush to make a decision on Iraq—"Either you attack or you don't attack".[134] When asked whether Bush should be more focused on Iraq or the economy, Trump said:


Well, he has either got to do something or not do something, perhaps, because perhaps he shouldn't be doing it yet and perhaps we should be waiting for the United Nations, you know. He's under a lot of pressure. I think he's doing a very good job. But, of course, if you look at the polls, a lot of people are getting a little tired. I think the Iraqi situation is a problem. And I think the economy is a much bigger problem as far as the president is concerned. Well, I'm starting to think that people are much more focused now on the economy. They’re getting a little bit tired of hearing "We're going in, we're not going in." Whatever happened to the days of Douglas MacArthur[image: External link]? Either do it or don't do it.[135][136]



According to a February 2016 statement by Sean Hannity, "I battled him at the time. He did not want us to go to Iraq. He was dead set against it."[137] There are no transcripts or audio to confirm Hannity's claim,[138] and Hannity says that Trump opposed an invasion of Iraq during telephone calls following Hannity's show.[139]

On March 21, 2003, one day into the Iraq War[image: External link], Trump was interviewed by Fox News' Neil Cavuto[image: External link]. Trump said that the war appeared to be "a tremendous success from a military standpoint", and expressed hope that it would continue to be so.[140] Later that week he publicly called the war a "mess".[141][142] Later, Trump publicly and explicitly criticized the war in an interview published in Esquire[image: External link] in August 2004, sixteen months after the invasion.[143] Trump said: "Look at the war in Iraq and the mess that we're in," criticized the George W. Bush administration's handling of the war, dismissed the idea of Iraq becoming functionally democratic, and predicted that "Two minutes after we leave, there's going to be a revolution, and the meanest, toughest, smartest, most vicious guy will take over. And he'll have weapons of mass destruction[image: External link], which Saddam[image: External link] didn't have."[143][144]

On the campaign trail in 2015 and 2016, Trump has repeatedly said that he was "against the war from the very beginning."[143][145]
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 Israel and Israeli–Palestinian conflict




See also: Israel–United States relations[image: External link] and Israeli–Palestinian conflict


Trump has been critical of the Obama administration's treatment of Israel, stating that "Israel has been totally mistreated."[118]
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 Israel-related causes




In 2001, Trump lent his personal jet to then-New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani so that the latter could show solidarity for terror victims in Israel, and in 2004 Trump was the grand marshal of the Celebrate Israel Parade[image: External link] in New York City.[146] Speaking in 2006, Trump called Israel "a great country" and one of his favorite countries, adding: "I know that you’ve been through a lot recently."[147] Trump released a video endorsing Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link] during the 2013 Israeli elections[image: External link].[148][149] In February 2015, Trump stated: “We love Israel, we will fight for Israel 100 percent, 1000 percent, it will be there forever."[150][151] Trump has made multimillion-dollar donations to the establishment of new settlements in Israel[image: External link], to house Israeli families who were evacuated from Gush Katif[image: External link] in 2005, and to house families evacuated from settlements in the Sinai Peninsula[image: External link] in 1980. As a result, his name is listed on the top of the plaque of the major contributors to the development of Dekel[image: External link] in the Southern District[image: External link].[152] Trump has also donated to the West Bank[image: External link] settlement of Beit El[image: External link].[153]
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 Proposed Muslim ban and cancelled Israel visit




After Trump proposed in December 2015 to temporarily exclude Muslims from travel to the United States, numerous world leaders, including Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link],[154] criticized Trump's proposal. Netanyahu released a statement saying: "The State of Israel respects all religions and strictly guarantees the rights of all its citizens." Several dozen Israeli Knesset[image: External link] members, many of whom are Muslim themselves, signed a petition urging Netanyahu not to meet with Trump later that month;[155] a day later, Trump postponed his visit to Israel until "a later date after I become President of the U.S.",[156] stating that he did not want to put Netanyahu "under pressure".[154]
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 Settlements




During his presidential campaign, Trump broke with long-standing bipartisan U.S. policy on the construction of Israeli settlements[image: External link] in the West Bank[image: External link] as a precursor to negotiations with the Palestinians, saying that Israel "have to keep going" and "I don't think there should be a pause."[157] Ynetnews[image: External link] noted: "If elected, Trump's seemingly broad support of settlement development would constitute a dramatic shift in U.S. foreign policy, as both Democratic and Republican U.S. presidents have stated in the past that the settlements are illegal[image: External link] and no further building in them should be allowed."[157]
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 U.S. aid to Israel




At a press conference in March 2016, Trump said that as president, he would require U.S. allies to pay the U.S. back for the defense spending and foreign aid[image: External link] that the U.S. has spent on their behalf. When specifically asked whether his previously stated stance on charging U.S allies for defense spending would extend to Israel, he replied "I think Israel would do that also. There are many countries that can pay, and they can pay big-league."[158] However, immediately after the press conference, Trump reversed himself on aid to Israel, adding, “They [Israel] help us greatly.”[159]
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 Israeli-Palestinian peace process




In February 2017, Trump said that he could live with either a two-state solution or a one-state solution to the Israeli–Palestinian conflict.[160] This is a break with the previous bipartisan foreign policy consensus on support for the two-state solution.[160] Middle East experts have warned that the policy change could reduce the likelihood of resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.[160]

Trump has previously said that he would not take sides in any Israeli-Palestinian agreement in order to be a neutral negotiator in the peace talks, although he also added that he was "totally pro-Israel."[161] In December 2015, Trump told the Associated Press that an Israeli-Palestinian peace accord would depend very much upon Israel, remarking: "I have a real question as to whether or not both sides want to” come to a peace accord. "A lot will have to do with Israel and whether or not Israel wants to make the deal — whether or not Israel's willing to sacrifice certain things."[162]

Trump has vowed that as president he will veto a United Nations[image: External link]-imposed Israel-Palestine peace agreement, stating: "When I’m president, believe me, I will veto any attempt by the U.N. to impose its will on the Jewish state. It will be vetoed 100 percent."[163] He added that "The Palestinians must come to the table knowing that the bond between the United States and Israel is absolutely, totally unbreakable."[163]

Trump has criticized the Palestinian National Authority[image: External link] for the absence of peace, saying: "the Palestinian Authority has to recognize Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish state. …[and they] have to stop the terror, stop the attacks, stop the teaching of hatred... They have to stop the teaching of children to aspire to grow up as terrorists, which is a real problem. Of course, the recognition of Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish state is also a major sticking point, with the current Palestinian leadership repeatedly refusing to meet that basic condition."[164]
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 Capital of Israel




Trump has said on more than one occasion that if elected president he will move the U.S. embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv[image: External link] to Jerusalem[image: External link], which he described as the "eternal capital of the Jewish people[image: External link]."[165][166] In an earlier speech before the Republican Jewish Coalition, Trump had refused to say whether he supports Israel's position that Jerusalem is its undivided capital.[162] Meeting with Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link] in September 2016, Trump's statement said that "under a Trump administration, [we] will finally accept the long-standing Congressional mandate to recognize Jerusalem as the undivided capital of the State of Israel."[167]
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 Libya




See also: Libya–United States relations[image: External link]


In 2009, Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link] rented space through intermediaries on Trump's Seven Springs estate in the suburb of Bedford, New York[image: External link]. Gaddafi rented Trump's land to camp in a " Bedouin[image: External link]-style" tent while in the United States to attend the UN General Assembly[image: External link].) The situation created controversy when the tents were raised on the property, and Trump forced Gaddafi off the property saying that he was unaware of the arrangement.[168][169][170] In 2011, Trump told Fox News that he had "screwed" Gaddafi on the deal, touting the affair as evidence of foreign-policy experience.[169]

Trump was a strong supporter of the 2011 military intervention in Libya[image: External link], arguing "fervently" on a number of occasions that U.S. military intervention was necessary to advert humanitarian disaster in Libya[image: External link] and warning that it would be "a major, major black eye for this country [the U.S.]" if it failed to depose Gaddafi.[171][172] In a February 2011 video blog, Trump said: "I can't believe what our country is doing. Qaddafi in Libya is killing thousands of people, nobody knows how bad it is, and we're sitting around we have soldiers all have the Middle East, and we're not bringing them in to stop this horrible carnage ... Now we should go in, we should stop this guy, which would be very easy and very quick."[172] Trump made similar comments in a March 2011 appearance on Piers Morgan Tonight[image: External link].[172] In 2011, Trump also advocated U.S. seizure of Libyan oil[image: External link].[173]

While campaigning for the presidency in 2016, Trump reversed his earlier position, stating on several occasions that the U.S. would be "so much better off" or "100% better off" if Gaddafi remained in charge of Libya.[174][175] At a Republican primary debate in February 2016, Trump claimed that he "never discussed" the Libyan intervention at the time it occurred; Politifact noted that this assertion was "patently inaccurate" and gave it its "Pants on Fire" rating.[174] In June 2016, Trump again reversed course, saying on CBS' Face the Nation[image: External link] that he would have supported "surgical" bombing, against Gaddafi in particular.[176] However, during both an NBC presidential forum and a presidential debate in September 2016, Trump once again reversed his position, criticizing Hillary Clinton for her support for the 2011 military intervention.[177][178]

In May 2016, Trump suggested that the United States should bomb ISIL in Libya[image: External link].[179]
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 Saudi Arabia




See also: Saudi Arabia–United States relations[image: External link]


In December 2015, Trump said that the days of the Saudi Royal Family[image: External link] buying off American politicians will end if he is elected President.[180]

In February 2016, Trump blamed Saudi Arabia for the September 11 attacks[image: External link], saying: "Who blew up the World Trade Center[image: External link]? It wasn’t the Iraqis, it was Saudi – take a look at Saudi Arabia, open the documents."[181]

Trump has called for Saudi Arabia to pay for the costs of American troops stationed there: "They should pay us. ... The primary reason we're with Saudi Arabia[image: External link] is because we need the oil. Now we don't need the oil so much ...".[182] He has argued that regional allies of the United States, such as Saudi Arabia should provide troops in the fight against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIL). Trump said he would halt oil imports from Saudi Arabia[image: External link] unless the Saudi government provide ground troops to defeat ISIL.[183]

In June 2016, Trump demanded that Hillary Clinton should give back donations the Clinton Foundation had accepted from Saudi Arabia. Trump wrote: "Saudi Arabia and many of the countries that gave vast amounts of money to the Clinton Foundation want women as slaves and to kill gays. Hillary must return all money from such countries!"[184]
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 Syrian Civil War, Iraq and ISIL




See also: Syrian Civil War[image: External link], Iraq–United States relations[image: External link], and Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link]


Trump's positions on defeating the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIL) have frequently changed throughout his presidential campaign.[185] Trump has claimed that he would "bomb the hell" out of Iraqi oil fields[image: External link] controlled by ISIL.[12][186] In the aftermath of the November 2015 Paris attacks, which were committed by ISIL, Trump reiterated his statements about ISIL from November 12, 2015, when he stated he would "bomb the shit out of 'em"[187] and said "I'd blow up the [oil] pipes, I'd blow up the refineries, and you know what, you'll get Exxon[image: External link] to come in there in two months... and I'd take the oil."[188] Trump said in an interview with Anderson Cooper[image: External link] "There is no Iraq. Their leaders are corrupt."[187] In 2015 when asked how he would deal with Iraq's condemnation of strikes on their oil fields, Trump replied that Iraq is a corrupt country that is not deserving of his respect.[12] Trump said that to combat ISIL, "I would find you a proper general. I would find a Patton[image: External link] or a McArthur[image: External link]. I would hit them so hard your head would spin."[12]

Trump's first post-announcement interview on June 17, 2015, was with Bill O'Reilly on The O'Reilly Factor[image: External link].[12] One of several issues he highlighted was his proposed strategy in dealing with the Syrian Civil War[image: External link].[12] In the interview, Trump stated: "Iran and Russia are protecting Syria and it's sort of amazing that we're in there fighting ISIS in Syria so we're helping the head of Syria [Bashar al-Assad[image: External link]] who is not supposed to be our friend although he looks a lot better than some of our so-called friends."[12] Instead of fighting ISIL in Syria, Trump suggested "maybe Syria should be a free zone for ISIS, let them fight and then you pick up the remnants."[12]

In a Republican primary debate in November 2015, Trump said he "got to know [Vladimir Putin] very well because we were both on '60 Minutes', we were stable mates, we did well that night." Trump said he approved of the Russian military intervention in Syria[image: External link], stating: "If Putin wants to knock the hell out of ISIS, I'm all for it 100 percent and I can't understand how anybody would be against that ... He's going in and we can go in and everybody should go in."[189] During his speech at the Oklahoma State Fair[image: External link], Trump accused his opponents of wanting to "start World War III[image: External link] over Syria[image: External link]."[13]

Trump stated in November 2015, "I know more about ISIS than the generals do. Believe me."[190]

When asked in the March 11 CNN debate if he would send ground troops to fight ISIL, Trump answered, "We really have no choice. We have to knock out ISIS."[191] When pressed on specific numbers, Trump answered, "I would listen to the generals, but I'm hearing numbers of 20,000 to 30,000. We have to knock them out fast."[191] Later that month, he retracted that statement, saying that he would "never ever" deploy 20,000 to 30,000 U.S. troops to combat ISIL.[192] In June 2016, Trump stated that he "[likes] the idea of using NATO[image: External link] and also neighbors that aren’t in NATO" to "take [ISIL] out" and that "it's very possible that we should use NATO" to fight ISIL.[193]

In an interview, Trump stated "You have to take out their families, when you get these terrorists, you have to take out their families. ... When they say they don't care about their lives, you have to take out their families." When pressed on what "take out" meant, Trump said the U.S. should "wipe out their homes" and "where they came from."[194] The intentional targeting of non-combatants[image: External link] is a violation of the Geneva Conventions[image: External link] and other aspects of the international law of war[image: External link].[195] Jonathan Russell, head of policy for the anti-radicalization think tank Quilliam[image: External link], warned that Trump's "anti-Muslim rhetoric" helps ISIL's narrative, saying "Trump will contribute to Islamist[image: External link] radicalization as his comments will make Muslims feel unwelcome in America. This grievance will fuel their identity crisis[image: External link], which when combined are a potent combination for the vulnerability that ISIS is so adept at exploiting with their Islamist narrative."[196]

During his presidential campaign, Trump has repeatedly criticized the battle to liberate Mosul[image: External link] from ISIL control, saying that the United States is "not going to benefit" from dislodging ISIL from the Iraqi city. Trump has repeatedly asserted that U.S. and Iraqi military leaders should have used "the element of surprise" to attack Mosul rather than announcing plans beforehand. He also said that U.S. military planners were "a group of losers" for not doing so.[197][198] U.S. military officials "strongly rebuked" Trump's comments, noting that "it is nearly impossible to move tens of thousands of troops into position without alerting the enemy" and that it was vital to warn civilians of impending military action.[197]

During the presidential debate on October 9, 2016, Trump suggested he differed on his vice-presidential nominee Mike Pence's support for airstrikes against the Syrian regime, stating "he and I haven't spoken and I disagree."[199]

On February 16, 2017, President Trump's Secretary of Defense, James Mattis, declared that the United States was not currently prepared to collaborate with Russia on military matters - including future anti-ISIL US operations.[200]

The Trump administration has taken a different stance from the previous Obama administration on the issue of the Syrian Civil War[image: External link], with UN Ambassador Nikki Haley and Secretary of State Rex Tillerson both stating in March 2017 that the United States would no longer prioritize the removal of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad[image: External link] from office, in line with Trump's stance during his campaign.[201]

During a joint press conference on April 5, 2017 with King Abdullah II of Jordan[image: External link] in the aftermath of the 2017 Khan Shaykhun chemical attack[image: External link], Trump stated "my attitude toward Syria and Assad has changed very much" and that the attack "crossed many, many lines." He accused the Obama administration's decision not to follow through with its proposed 2013 military intervention against the Assad regime in Syria of having led to the chemical attack.[202]
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 Accusations regarding Obama administration's role




In the aftermath of the Orlando nightclub shooting[image: External link] (June 2016), Trump accused the Obama administration that it has actively "supported" the Islamic extremist group that became ISIL, an assertion rated "Pants on Fire" by PolitiFact (which quoted experts describing the claim as a "transparently fallacious conspiracy theory[image: External link]") and given "Four Pinocchios" by the Washington Post fact-checker (which described it as a "bizarre claim").[203][204]

In August 2016, Trump repeatedly and falsely asserted that President Barack Obama was the "founder" of ISIL.[205][206][207] In an interview with conservative radio host Hugh Hewitt[image: External link], Trump responded to Hewitt's attempt to reframe Trump's comment as one that said Obama's foreign policy created the conditions in Iraq and Syria that allowed ISIL to thrive, by saying "No, I meant he's the founder of ISIS. I do....He was the founder. The way he got out of Iraq — that was the founding of ISIS, OK?"[204][208][a] The Associated Press noted that the claim is "patently false," ISIL expert Joby Warrick[image: External link] referred to it as a "ludicrous claim,"[205] and PolitiFact rated the claim as "Pants on Fire" false, calling it "ridiculous."[207] ISIL in fact predates the Obama presidency,[205][207] with roots beginning in 2004.[207] Former U.S. Ambassador to Russia Michael McFaul[image: External link] wrote that Trump's accusation that the United States created ISIL "echoes exactly a myth[image: External link] propagated by Russian state-controlled media and bloggers."[208] Two days after Trump said that Obama had founded ISIL, and a day after he insisted that he meant what he said, Trump claimed that he was being sarcastic.[209] Later that day, Trump muddied his meaning, saying both that he was "being sarcastic. But not that sarcastic, to be honest with you."[210]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Turkey




See also: Turkey–United States relations[image: External link]


Regarding the 2016 coup attempt in Turkey[image: External link], Trump said in a July 2016 interview, "I give great credit to [Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan] for being able to turn that around."[1] When asked if Erdoğan was exploiting the coup attempt to purge his political enemies[image: External link], Trump did not call for the Turkish leader to observe the rule of law, or offer other cautions for restraint. He said that the United States had to "fix our own mess" before trying to change the behavior of other countries.[1]

Trump stated in the July 2016 interview that he believed he could persuade Erdoğan to step up efforts against ISIL.[1] When asked how he would solve the problem of Turkish attacks on Kurds[image: External link] who are fighting ISIL, Trump said "Meetings."[1]
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See also: United States–European Union relations[image: External link]


In a July 2016 interview, Trump said of the European Union[image: External link], "the reason that it got together was like a consortium[image: External link] so that it could compete with the United States."[211] U.S. foreign-policy experts such as Strobe Talbott[image: External link] and Amie Kreppel noted that this was incorrect, pointing out that while the EU was established in part to rebuild the European economies after World War II[image: External link], it was not created specifically to compete with the United States. In fact the United States sanctioned the EU's creation to foster peace, prevent another catastrophic war, and create a "strong European market to consume American-made goods to help fuel American economic growth."[212]
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See also: France–United States relations[image: External link]


In their first telephone call, President Trump told French President François Hollande[image: External link] that he "loved France" and that there was "no more beautiful country than France".[213] However, in his 2017 CPAC speech, President Trump said, "France is no longer France" because of terrorism.[213][214] In response, President Hollande said allies should not criticize each other,[214] and he invited him to visit Disneyland Paris[image: External link].[213]
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See also: Germany–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign Trump was critical of German chancellor Angela Merkel and her handling of the European migrant crisis[image: External link], saying "Everyone thought she was a really great leader and now she's turned out to be this catastrophic leader. And she’ll be out if they don’t have a revolution."[215][216] In July 2016, German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier[image: External link] stated that he was concerned about what he sees as Trump's contradictory promises to "make America strong again" while simultaneously reducing involvement overseas.[217] Steinmeier said that Trump's proposed policies "would be dangerous not only for the United States, but for Europe and the rest of the world as well".[217]

After becoming president, Trump met with Merkel at the White House on March 17, 2017. The meeting was described as "awkward"; Trump failed to shake hands with Merkel for a photo op, and he made a joke about wiretapping[image: External link].[218][219] The two "politely disagreed on everything from immigration to free trade and the value of seeking multinational agreements."[220]
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See also: Ireland–United States relations[image: External link]
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See also: United Kingdom–United States relations[image: External link]


In regards to British voters voting to leave the European Union, Trump stated, "I think it's a great thing that happened... Basically they took back their country. That's a good thing."[221] One reason that Trump was enthusiastic about the outcome of the vote was that it lowered the value of the British pound[image: External link], which was good for business at his golf course in Scotland[image: External link].[222] Trump had expressed support for the "leave" side during the Brexit campaign.[223][224][225][226] In an interview with Piers Morgan[image: External link] in May 2016, Trump said that UK withdrawal would make no difference to a potential bilateral trade deal between the United Kingdom and the United States if he became president: "I am going to treat everybody fairly but it wouldn't make any difference to me whether they were in the EU or not....You would certainly not be back of the queue, that I can tell you."[227]

Trump said in May 2016 that if elected president, he would be unlikely "to have a very good relationship" with then-British Prime Minister[image: External link] David Cameron[image: External link], citing Cameron's criticism of him.[89][228] Trump subsequently said "I'm sure I'll have a good relationship with him."[89]

At a Trump rally in August 2016, Nigel Farage[image: External link], a former leader of the UK Independence Party[image: External link] and the Brexit campaign in the UK, compared the support that Trump has received in the United States with the movement that led to the vote by the UK to withdraw from the EU.[229]
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See also: Russia–United States relations[image: External link] and 2016 United States election interference by Russia[image: External link]


In a July 2016 interview, Trump stated that he would consider recognizing Crimea as Russian territory[image: External link] and lifting sanctions on Russia[image: External link] that were imposed after Russia began aiding[image: External link] self-proclaimed separatist republics[image: External link] in eastern Ukraine[image: External link] seeking to undermine the new, pro-Western Ukrainian[image: External link] government.[230] He added that Russia could help the United States in fighting the ISIS terror organization[image: External link].[231] In another July 2016 interview he added to this "You know the people of Crimea, from what I've heard, would rather be with Russia than where they were, and you have to look at that also."[232] Former NSA director[image: External link] and CIA director[image: External link] Michael Hayden[image: External link] denounced Trump's comments as "devoid of facts and divorced from traditional American, traditionally European policy."[233]

Trump has praised Russian President Vladimir Putin over a series of years, developing what CNN called a "long-established track record of...fondness for the autocratic[image: External link] Russian leader."[234] In October 2007, Trump told Larry King[image: External link] that Putin was doing a "great job in rebuilding the image of Russia and also rebuilding Russia period."[234] In December 2011, Trump published his book Time to Get Tough, in which he praised Putin's "intelligence" and "non-nonsense" and expressed "respect" for Putin and the Russians.[234] In July 2016, Trump called Putin "a better leader" than U.S. President Barack Obama.[235] In 2013, Trump wondered over Twitter whether Putin would attend the Miss Universe 2013[image: External link] pageant in Moscow and "become my new best friend."[234] In October 2013, Trump said that Putin was outsmarting the United States[234] On multiple occasions in 2015, Trump said that he would "get along very well" with Putin.[234] Beginning in 2015, Trump also stated of Putin, "I got to know him very well because we were both on 60 Minutes, we were stablemates." Trump repeated the "stablemates" characterization in a number of interviews and rallies, although the two men were interviewed at different times in different countries.[234]

Putin has praised Trump, saying in December 2015: "He is a very bright and talented man, no doubt about that." Trump has repeatedly claimed that Putin has called him a "genius," a mischaracterization based on an incorrect translation;[236] in fact, Putin used the Russian[image: External link] word яркий (yarkii), meaning "bright" in the sense of colorful, vivid, or flamboyant.[237][238] Trump returned the praise (saying "It is always a great honor to be so nicely complimented by a man so highly respected within his own country and beyond") and shrugged off allegations of Putin's alleged assassination of journalists[image: External link] and dissidents by saying that Putin is "running his country and at least he's a leader, unlike what we have in this country. I think our country does plenty of killing also."[234][239]

In response to a question in October 2015 about the Malaysia Airlines Flight 17[image: External link] shootdown and the U.S. intelligence community's "confident" assessment that pro-Russian separatists shot it down, Trump responded, "Putin and Russia say they didn't do it, the other side said they did, no one really knows who did it, probably Putin knows who did it. Possibly it was Russia but they are totally denying it."[240] In the second presidential debate, Trump said that he did not know whether Russia is trying to influence the U.S. presidential election through hacking; he was however personally briefed on Russia's role in the hacks by U.S. officials.[241] In the first presidential debate, Trump pondered that "it could be Russia, but it could also be China"; he had at that time also been briefed about and discussed extensively with US intelligence officials the Russian government's attempts to interfere in the 2016 election[image: External link].[241]

Rossiya 1[image: External link] (Russian state TV) has backed Trump, hailing him as an " anti-establishment[image: External link]" candidate who is ready to cooperate with Moscow.[242] Trump has also been praised by RT[image: External link] (formerly Russia Today), a Russian government[image: External link]-funded TV network.[243] In October 2016, Trump recited a falsified story that may have originated in the Russian government[image: External link]-controlled news agency Sputnik[image: External link]—which "has a reasonably large [U.S.] audience"—at a rally to attack Hillary Clinton; according to Jon Passatino of BuzzFeed[image: External link], however, "the source of Trump's comments ... may have been a tweet from earlier in the day which included the precise language Trump read" rather than Sputnik.[244][245]

Trump chose the Center for the National Interest[image: External link], which is viewed as one "of the most Kremlin-sympathetic institutions in the nation's capital," as the venue for his first major foreign-policy speech.[246] In the speech, Trump "made no mention of the threat Russia poses in Europe although he made a vague reference to 'serious differences' with Russia and China."[247]

Trump has argued that a "lack of respect" by the Russians for President Barack Obama encourages the Russians to engage in seemingly hostile air maneuvers against the U.S. in European waters.[248] Trump has stated that the U.S. should open fire on Russian planes if Russia rejects calls to stop the approaches. Secretary of State John Kerry[image: External link] has indicated that the U.S. would be within its rights to do so.[248]

Trump criticized former Soviet[image: External link] leader Mikhail Gorbachev[image: External link] as not having "a firm enough hand" controlling Russia, mentioning China for effectively handling the situation during the Tiananmen Square massacre[image: External link], saying: "they were horrible, but they put it down with strength. That shows you the power of strength."[249]

The Politico Magazine[image: External link] in August 2016 wrote that Trump's stance on Russia's involvement in Ukraine might have been changed in 2016 as a result of counsel he drew from newcomers to his orbit who were said to be "sympathetic to Russian influence in Ukraine", such as Paul Manafort, Carter Page[image: External link], and Henry Kissinger[image: External link].[250] Manafort formerly provided public relations services to Viktor Yanukovych, the pro-Russian president of Ukraine who was deposed in the 2014 Ukrainian revolution[image: External link].[251][252][253] In August 2016, the New York Times reported that Manafort received $12.7 million in undisclosed cash payments from Yanukovych's political party[image: External link] from 2007 to 2012.[254] The Associated Press reported that Manafort secretly routed at least $2.2 million in payments to two prominent Washington lobbying firms in 2012 for Yanukovych's part, and did so in a way that effectively obscured the foreign political party's efforts to influence U.S. policy.[255] Manafort joined Trump's campaign in late March 2016, became campaign chairman in May, took control of Trump's campaign in June (following the firing of campaign chairman Corey Lewandowski[image: External link]), and resigned from the campaign in August, following scrutiny over his Ukraine ties.[256][257] Another Trump foreign policy advisor, retired Lt. General Michael T. Flynn[image: External link], appeared in a photograph with Putin at a banquet celebrating the RT network.[251][252][253][258] Richard Burt reportedly helped shape Donald Trump's first foreign policy speech; Burt was at the same time working as a lobbyist on behalf of a Moscow-controlled gas company.[259]
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On February 6, 2017, talking to Bill O'Reilly on the Fox News Trump questioned the veracity O'Reilly′s claim that ″within 24 hours of you on the phone with the Russian leader, the pro-Russian forces step[ed] up the violence[image: External link] in Ukraine″, said he ″respected″ Putin and dismissed O'Reilly′s statement that Putin was a ″killer″,[260][261] which prompted CNN to opine that Trump had "appeared to equate U.S. actions with the authoritarian[image: External link] regime of Russian President Vladimir Putin."[262]

On February 16, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson had a meeting with his Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] in Bonn[image: External link], Germany; Tillerson told the press afterwards, "As we search for new common ground, we expect Russia to honor its commitment to the Minsk agreements[image: External link] and work to de-escalate the violence in Ukraine".[263] Sergey Lavrov said thet meeting was productive, and added that Moscow was ready to work with Washington on all issues as soon as Donald Trump’s foreign policy team was fully formed.[264]
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 Ukraine




See also: Ukraine–United States relations[image: External link]


At the Conservative Political Action Conference in March 2014, Trump stated that Putin was taking "the heart and soul" of Ukraine[image: External link] because he believed Crimea[image: External link] was "where all the money is" and went on to predict "the rest of Ukraine will fall and it's predicted to fall fairly quickly."[265] Later that month, Trump stated that the Russian takeover of Crimea[image: External link] "should never have happened."[265]

In July 2015 Trump opposed U.S. involvement in the Ukrainian crisis[image: External link] (in a rally in July 2016 he implied that this could have led to World War III[image: External link][266]), describing Crimea as "Europe's problem."[267] In July 2016, Trump stated that he would "look into" recognizing Crimea as Russian territory[image: External link].[268] In a subsequent interview in July 2016, Trump claimed that Putin isn't going to go into Ukraine, saying "He's not going into Ukraine, okay, just so you understand. He's not gonna go into Ukraine, all right? You can mark it down."[232] When informed that the Russian military has intervened in Ukraine since 2014, Trump responded, "Okay, well, he's there in a certain way".[232] In the same interview Trump also again stated he would look "look into" recognizing Crimea as a Russian territory and added to this "You know the people of Crimea, from what I've heard, would rather be with Russia than where they were, and you have to look at that also."[232]

In August 2015 Trump stated he "did not care" about Ukrainian membership in NATO[image: External link],[269] saying that both membership and non-membership would be "great."[270]

Speaking to the Yalta European Strategy conference[image: External link] in September 2015, Trump criticized Germany and other European countries[image: External link] for not doing enough to support Ukraine in its conflict[image: External link] with Russia, saying, Ukrainians[image: External link] are "not being treated right."[269] He also stated that because Russian President Putin did not respect President Obama Russia had pursued an aggressive policy in Ukraine.[270] In March 2016 Trump again claimed that Germany and other NATO countries[image: External link] "they're not doing anything" while the U.S. was "doing all of the lifting" even though "Ukraine is a country that affects us far less than it affects other countries in Nato".[271]
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Trump opposed the 1995 NATO intervention in Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link].[272]

In an interview on October 8, 1999, Trump criticized the NATO bombing of Yugoslavia[image: External link], saying that he "would have done it a little bit differently," instead advocating a military intervention involving ground troops.[273] In his 2000 book, The America We Deserve, he questioned the necessity of the intervention itself, claiming there was a possibility of a diplomatic solution with the Serbs prior to their invasion of Kosovo and noting "we could have been in deep trouble in Kosovo."[274] However, in October 2015, he indicated he had no objection to the intervention when asked about his views on it, stating "it's OK, sure."[275]
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See also: NATO[image: External link]


In his 2000 book, The America We Deserve, Trump argued that European countries used NATO[image: External link] as a pathway to place the burden of international responsibility on the United States while "their conflicts are not worth American lives. Pulling back from Europe would save this country millions of dollars annually."[270]

In a March 2016 interview with CNN, Trump called for a "rethink" of American involvement in NATO, stating that the United States pays too much to ensure the security of allies, stating that "NATO is costing us a fortune, and yes, we're protecting Europe with NATO, but we're spending a lot of money".[276] Later in the same interview, he stated that the U.S. should not "decrease its role" in NATO but rather should decrease U.S. spending in regards to the organization.[277] In May 2016, based on his previous statements, the Annenberg Public Policy Center[image: External link]'s FactCheck.org has assessed that Trump might be willing to leave NATO unless changes are made to the alliance.[278]

In a July 2016 interview, Trump "explicitly raised new questions about his commitment to automatically defend NATO allies," questioning whether he, as president, would automatically extend security guarantees to NATO members[image: External link].[1] Asked about a prospective Russia attack on NATO's Baltic members[image: External link], Trump stated that he would decide whether to come to their aid only after reviewing whether those nations "have fulfilled their obligations to us."[1] This would represent a sharp break with U.S. foreign traditions.[1][279]

Trump's remarks on NATO alarmed U.S. allies in Europe as well as experts such as Michael McFaul[image: External link], who stated that "We have had decades of bipartisan commitment to NATO, which has made it the greatest alliance in history. Trump is now threatening that."[280] A number of experts said that Trump's suggested limitations on the collective security[image: External link] (Article 5) provision of the NATO treaty risk unraveling the alliance or making it obsolete.[280]

On September 28, when Trump met with the Polish National Alliance[image: External link], Trump stated: "As president I will honor Poland’s sacrifices for freedom. We’re committed to a strong Poland, very committed, totally committed, and a strong Eastern Europe[image: External link] as a bulwark for freedom and security." Along with stating: "We want NATO to be strong which means we want more nations to follow the example of Poland."[281]

One day after his first meeting with German Chancellor Angela Merkel Trump tweeted, "Germany owes vast sums of money to NATO & the United States must be paid more for the powerful, and very expensive, defense it provides to Germany!"[282][283]
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See also: United States and the United Nations[image: External link]


In 2005, Trump praised the United Nations[image: External link], saying he was "a big fan, a very big fan, of the United Nations and all it stands for".[284] In March 2016, Trump criticized the United Nations, saying that it was weak, incompetent, and "not a friend of democracy... freedom... the United States... Israel".[284]
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Trump has expressed support for South Korea and Japan having nuclear weapons if they would be unwilling to pay the United States for security.[285][286][287][288] He has also deemed it inevitable, "It's going to happen anyway. It's only a question of time. They're going to start having them or we have to get rid of them entirely."[285]

Political scientists Gene Gerzhoy and Nick Miller write that the idea the nuclear proliferation is inevitable and good for the United States flies "in the face of a wide range of recent scholarship."[289] Richard Nephew, a fellow with the Center on Global Energy Policy[image: External link] at Columbia University[image: External link], states: "The prevailing, bipartisan and fairly settled academic judgment has been that the risk of loose nukes or accidental nuclear war[image: External link] means that every additional nuclear weapon is a potential cataclysm waiting to happen. I'm not aware of anyone that I'd deem to be a serious policy proponent or thinker who has seriously advocated this in a while."[290]

When asked in a March 2016 interview with The New York Times whether he would object if Japan and South Korea "got their own nuclear arsenal, given the threat that they face from North Korea and China", Trump said that if the United States could no longer pay for protecting the two states, it could mean that Japan and South Korea would go nuclear.[286] Trump added, "if Japan had that nuclear threat, I’m not sure that would be a bad thing for us."[286] In an interview with Fox News, Trump said that "maybe they would in fact be better off if they defend themselves from North Korea... including with nukes."[287] Referring to a Japan armed with nuclear weapons, Trump said, "the case could be made, that let them protect themselves against North Korea. They’d probably wipe them out pretty quick."[288]

In June 2016, after Hillary Clinton said that Trump had "encouraged" Japan to have nuclear weapons, Trump reversed himself on the issue, saying that he did not favor Japanese acquisition of nuclear weapons and accusing Clinton of misrepresenting his position.[291] PolitiFact reported that Clinton's statement was "mostly true," stating that: "Trump used vague and contradictory language, but it's a fair reading to say his words amounted to encouragement. On more than one occasion, Trump publicly said that Japan, and the United States, might be better off if Japan had nuclear weapons, and he declined multiple attempts by interviewers to backtrack from that view."[290]
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In March 2016, Anderson Cooper asked, "Saudi Arabia, nuclear weapons?" Trump answered: "Saudi Arabia, absolutely." Cooper then asked, "You would be fine with them having nuclear weapons?" Trump responded, "No, not nuclear weapons, but they have to protect themselves or they have to pay us."[285]
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Trump has been critical of Pakistan[image: External link], comparing it to North Korea, calling it "probably the most dangerous country" in the world, and claiming that Pakistan's nuclear weapons[image: External link] posed a "serious problem." He has advocated improving relations with India[image: External link] as a supposed "check" to Pakistan. He has said that his government will fully cooperate with India in doing so.[292]
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 Internet and computer security




Trump said in a December 2015 rally, "We have to see Bill Gates and a lot of different people that really understand what's happening. We have to talk to them about, maybe in certain areas, closing that Internet up in some ways. Somebody will say, 'Oh freedom of speech, freedom of speech.' These are foolish people."[293][294] In a Republican debate in December 2015, Trump said that the Internet should be shut off to countries that have a majority of their territory controlled by terrorist organizations.[295]
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 Nuclear weapons




In his announcement speech, Trump said that the U.S.'s control is getting weaker and that its nuclear arsenal is old and does not work, although he appeared to be unfamiliar with the term "nuclear triad[image: External link]" when asked by Hugh Hewitt[image: External link] in a December 2015 debate what specific improvements he would make.[296] Trump's answers in the September 28 debate to Lester Holt's questions were perceived as being ambiguous and confusing "first strike[image: External link]" and "first use[image: External link]".[297][298][299]

When asked in a March 2016 town hall meeting with MSNBC's Chris Matthews[image: External link] whether he would rule out the use of nuclear weapons, Trump answered that the option of using nuclear weapons should never be taken off the table.[300][301][302]
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Before his campaign for the presidency, during the campaign and after taking office, Trump has spoken in favor of seizing the oil reserves of other countries. In 2011, he advocated U.S. seizure of Libyan oil[image: External link].[173] In November 2015, he seizing the oil fields controlled by ISIS in Iraq: "I'd blow up the [oil] pipes, I'd blow up the refineries, and you know what, you'll get Exxon[image: External link] to come in there in two months... and I'd take the oil."[303] In September 2016, he advocated that the United States should “take the oil” in Iraq as part of the “spoils of war” and to keep it out of the hands of ISIS.[304] He elaborated, "You’re not stealing anything,” Trump said. “We’re reimbursing ourselves … at a minimum, and I say more. We’re taking back $1.5tn to reimburse ourselves."[305]

Trump reiterated his support for seizing other nations' oil after taking office as President. In January 2017, he said that the United States "should have kept the oil" after the Iraq invasion and "maybe we’ll have another chance".[306] In February 2017, Trump reiterated his support for seizing other nations' oil: "We’ve spent $6 trillion … in the Middle East... We’ve got nothing. We’ve got nothing. We never even kept a small, even a tiny oil well. Not one little oil well. I said, ‘Keep the oil.’"[307]

Experts note that seizing the oil wealth of sovereign nations is a violation of the Geneva Convention[image: External link] and would be considered a war crime[image: External link]. It would also require a considerable ground troops presence, and most likely increase the local population's hostility towards the United States.[304][305][306]
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 Waterboarding, torture, and interrogation




See also: Enhanced interrogation techniques[image: External link]


During 2016, Trump has called for the resumption of waterboarding,[308][309][310][311][312] and has repeatedly expressed support for the use of torture[image: External link] by the U.S. for the purpose of trying to get information from terrorists,[308][309][313] if Congress allows it.[314][313] On one occasion, Trump has called waterboarding "your minimal form of torture";[308] on another occasion he has said, "Nobody knows if it's torture".[315] Whether waterboarding is torture or not, Trump supports broadening the laws to allow waterboarding.[314][313][316] Many experts believe that waterboarding would be illegal without a change in the laws, including a group of foreign policy experts who published a letter in Foreign Policy[image: External link] magazine to that effect in March 2016.[317]

On the effectiveness of torture[image: External link], Trump has said: "Don't tell me it doesn't work — torture works"[309] and "we have to beat the savages".[313] Trump has also said:


I’d go through a process and get it declassified [as a war crime], certainly waterboarding at a minimum. They're chopping off heads of Christians and many other people in the Middle East....They laugh at us when they hear that we're not going to approve waterboarding ... I have no doubt that it does work in terms of information and other things, and maybe not always, but nothing works always.[311][318]



Moreover, he says, if waterboarding "doesn't work, they deserve it anyway, for what they're doing".[319] Trump's statement that "torture works" runs counter to a 2014 Senate Intelligence Committee report on CIA torture[image: External link], in which a majority of the committee's members concluded that the CIA's use of enhanced interrogation techniques was "not an effective means of acquiring intelligence or gaining cooperation from detainees".[320] But, there is strong public support for the proposition that torture can be justified to obtain information about terrorism.[321] Many people in the CIA favor interrogation that goes beyond the current limitations in the United States Army Field Manuals[image: External link], and they find it ironic that the U.S. has softened interrogations of terrorists while increasingly killing them by drone[image: External link] strikes[image: External link], though others in the CIA are unwilling to risk more fallout from coercive interrogations.[322]

At a Republican primary debate in March 2016, when asked whether the U.S. military would obey orders to torture in violation of international law, Trump stated: "Frankly, when I say they'll do as I tell them, they'll do as I tell them".[314] The following day, Trump said that he would "not order military or other officials to violate those laws and will seek their advice on such matters".[314] Several weeks later, Trump called for a change in the law to legalize "the waterboarding thing". Trump referred to those who "came up with this international law" as " eggheads[image: External link]" and said that the current legal limitations were "probably a political decision" rather than based upon military advice.[314][316]

Trump is in favor of sending terrorist suspects to Guantanamo Bay.[323] Trump has said he would like to "load it up with bad dudes."[323]
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 Action against terrorists' families




In an interview, Trump stated "You have to take out their families, when you get these terrorists, you have to take out their families. ... When they say they don't care about their lives, you have to take out their families." When pressed on what "take out" meant, Trump said the United States should "wipe out their homes" and "where they came from."[194] The intentional targeting of non-combatants[image: External link] is a violation of the Geneva Conventions[image: External link] and other aspects of the international law of war[image: External link].[195]
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 Conducting national security activities in public settings




After North Korea conducted a missile test[image: External link] on February 11, 2017, Trump and his senior advisors, along with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe[image: External link] coordinated their response "in full view of diners" on the terrace of Trump's Mar-a-Lago clubhouse.[324][325] This was "a remarkable, public display of presidential activity that is almost always conducted in highly secure settings," such as the White House Situation Room[image: External link] or a Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility[image: External link] (SCIF), for presidents' transaction of national security business.[324] Photos were captured of the discussion, which were posted by a club member on Facebook.[324] The event attracted "swift condemnation from Democrats"; puzzlement from Republicans; and criticism from former acting CIA director Michael J. Morell[image: External link], who said "Every president with whom I have worked would have gone to a private room to have what was potentially a classified discussion."[324]
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 Notes






	
^ Some Republicans and foreign-policy analysts have faulted President Obama for not keeping 10,000 U.S. troops in Iraq, saying that a larger continued U.S. military presence might have stymied ISIL's rise.[205][207] PolitiFact notes that "Obama inherited a timeline to exit Iraq from Bush, and that did not include an agreement to leave a large force behind" (see U.S.–Iraq Status of Forces Agreement[image: External link]).[207] At the time, Trump favored the rapid withdrawal of U.S. forces from Iraq, taking this position in 2007.[208] ISIL expert Joby Warrick[image: External link] says the withdrawal of U.S. troops was one factor among many in ISIL's rise, with the turmoil in Syria and the "rampant mismanagement" of the Iraqi government under Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki[image: External link] playing key roles.[207] PolitiFact referred the argument "that Obama's and Clinton's foreign-policy and military decisions helped create a space in which ISIS could operate and expand" as "a credible critique" but notes that "Trump explicitly rejected this formulation, saying he literally means Obama is 'the founder of ISIS' and Clinton is the 'cofounder.'"[207]
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Foreign policy of the Donald Trump Administration






The foreign policy[image: External link] of the Donald Trump administration includes a focus on security, by fighting terrorists abroad and strengthening border defenses and immigration controls; an expansion of the U.S. military; an "America First" approach to trade; and diplomacy whereby "old enemies become friends".[1] It is inspired by foreign policy positions expressed by Donald Trump during his presidential campaign. However, during the campaign his stated positions changed frequently, so that it was "difficult to glean a political agenda, or even a set of clear, core policy values ahead of his presidency."[2]

During the campaign, Trump promised he would provide presidential leadership with strong diplomacy to restore respect for the United States around the world. He supported a robust national defense.[3][4][5] In his first budget proposal as president, Trump proposed a $54 billion (10%) increase in defense spending, to a total of $639 billion for fiscal year 2018. He said the increase would be needed to fight terrorism, improve troop readiness, and build new ships and planes and would be paid for by deep cuts to other agencies, including a 28% cut from the State Department budget. He also requested an additional $30 billion for the Defense Department for the remainder of fiscal year 2017.[6]

During the campaign, Trump "repeatedly defined American global interests almost purely in economic terms," with the nation's "roles as a peacekeeper, as a provider of a nuclear deterrent against adversaries like North Korea, as an advocate of human rights and as a guarantor of allies' borders" being "quickly reduced to questions of economic benefit to the United States."[7] He repeatedly called for allied countries, including Germany, Israel, Japan, Saudi Arabia, and South Korea, to pay the United States for helping protect their nations,[8] and suggested that his willingness to defend a country might depend on how much that country was willing to "pay us to save them."[9] Trump and his team continued that theme as president, emphasizing their view that other countries need to increase their financial commitment to their own defense or compensate the United States for providing it.[10]

Candidate Trump emphasized a get-tough approach toward terrorists. He called for the resumption of waterboarding "and much worse".[11][12] He repeatedly expressed support for the use of torture[image: External link] by the U.S. for the purpose of trying to get information from terrorists, and said the law should be changed to allow waterboarding and other forms of torture.[11][13] However, after his election Trump stated that he would defer to the views of Secretary of Defense James Mattis, who opposes waterboarding and torture.[14] In an early campaign interview, Trump stated "You have to take out their families, when you get these terrorists, you have to take out their families. ... When they say they don't care about their lives, you have to take out their families." When pressed on what "take out" meant, Trump said the United States should "wipe out their homes" and "where they came from."[15]

After becoming president, Trump relied on his White House advisors rather than the State Department[image: External link] to advise him on international relations. As Secretary of State he chose Rex Tillerson, formerly CEO of ExxonMobil. Tillerson did not have previous government or diplomatic experience, but due to ExxonMobil's international activities he had experience with and contacts in many other countries, particularly Russia.[16] The State Department normally has two deputy secretaries of state and six undersecretaries;[17][18] as of March 2017 no nominations had been submitted for any of those senior positions.[19] In many cases Trump has given important foreign policy assignments to advisors within the White House, particularly chief political strategist Stephen K. Bannon[image: External link] and senior advisor Jared Kushner.[20] Trump has made important decisions, such as a proposed travel ban from certain countries and a counter-terrorism strike in Yemen, without any input from the State Department.[21] In March Trump proposed a budget that cut the State Department's funding by 28%.[22] All of this has led to reports that the State Department has been "sidelined".[20][21]
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See also: Canada–United States relations[image: External link]


Trump met with Canadian Prime Minister[image: External link] Justin Trudeau in February 2017 at the White House. Trudeau was the third world leader that Trump hosted since his election as president, after the United Kingdom's Theresa May and Japan's Shinzo Abe.[23] At the meeting Trump claimed that he viewed the United States' relationship with Canada as being different from its relationship with Mexico, and said he only foresaw minor adjustments to the Canadian side of NAFTA.[24] At the meeting Trump and Trudeau also discussed increased cooperation at the Canada–United States border[image: External link], combating opioid abuse, clean energy, and establishing a joint council to promote women in business.[25]

In April 2017 the Trump administration took action on the longstanding Canada–United States softwood lumber dispute[image: External link], raising the possibility of a trade war. Following Trump's comment that Canada's lumber trade practices are unfair, the Commerce Department announced plans to impose a retroactive duty of 30-40% on Canadian wood shipments to the United States. Canada's minister for trade said, “Canada will not be deterred and will vigorously defend our industry.”[26] The Canadian dollar fell to a 14-month low on the announcement.[27]
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See also: Cuba–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign, Trump expressed his opposition to the restoration of full diplomatic relations between the United States and Cuba achieved in July 2015.[28] Trump said that he would only restore full diplomatic relations with Cuba if the Cuban regime met his demands to restore political freedoms[image: External link] and free political prisoners[image: External link].[28] This represented a shift from his position expressed in September 2015 when he said that the opening with Cuba was "fine. But we should have made a better deal."[28] Trump also said that he opposed the Cuban Adjustment Act[image: External link], which allows any Cuban who reaches U.S. soil to remain in the country legally and apply for residency.[29]
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See also: Mexico–United States relations[image: External link]
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During the campaign Trump emphasized U.S. border security and illegal immigration as signature issues.[30] He stated, "When Mexico sends its people, they're not sending their best. .... They're bringing drugs. They're bringing crime. They're rapists. And some, I assume, are good people."[4] He also talked about drugs and infectious diseases "pouring across the border".[31]

In campaign speeches Trump repeatedly pledged to build a wall along the U.S.'s southern border, saying that Mexico would pay for its construction through increased border-crossing fees and NAFTA tariffs.[32][33][34] Trump said his proposed wall would be "a real wall. Not a toy wall like we have now."[35] After a meeting with Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto on August 31, 2016, Trump said that they "didn't discuss" who would pay for the border wall.[36] Nieto contradicted that later that day, saying that he at the start of the meeting "made it clear that Mexico will not pay for the wall".[37] Later that day, Trump reiterated his position that Mexico will pay to build an "impenetrable" wall on the Southern border.[38]

Trump also vowed to impose tariffs — in the range of 15 to 35 percent — on companies that move their operations to Mexico.[39] He specifically criticized the Ford Motor Co.[image: External link], Carrier Corporation[image: External link], and Mondelez International[image: External link].[40][39][41] And he condemned the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), saying that if elected president, "We will either renegotiate it, or we will break it."[42][43]
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Trump's rhetoric as a candidate and as president "cranked up the tension in US-Mexico relations to a high not seen in decades".[44] On January 25, 2017, Trump signed an executive order calling for "immediate construction of a physical wall on the southern border".[45] He also reiterated that Mexico will eventually pay for the wall. Mexican President Peña Nieto had been scheduled to meet with Trump at the White House on January 31. However, on January 26 Peña Nieto called off the visit, not citing a reason. The two leaders spoke by telephone on January 27. In statements afterward they acknowledged their differences on the issue and said they intend to work them out, as well as other issues such as security and trade.[46]
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See also: Afghanistan–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign, Trump initially stated that the United States "made a terrible mistake getting involved [in Afghanistan] in the first place."[47] But later that month he reversed his position, saying that the War in Afghanistan[image: External link] was necessary and that he supported keeping a limited number of troops there.[47]
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See also: China–United States relations[image: External link], One-China policy[image: External link], Taiwan Relations Act[image: External link], and Taiwan–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign Trump accused the People's Republic of China[image: External link] of currency manipulation[image: External link].[48] He pledged to carry out "swift, robust and unequivocal" action against Chinese piracy, counterfeit[image: External link] American goods, and theft of U.S. trade secrets[image: External link] and intellectual property[image: External link]. He also condemned China's "illegal export subsidies[image: External link] and lax labor and environmental standards."[48] In January 2016, Trump proposed a 45 percent tariff on Chinese exports to the United States[image: External link] to give "American workers a level playing field."[49][50] He dismissed possible Chinese reactions, such as sales of U.S. bonds[image: External link] or instituting a trade war, as unlikely and unimportant.[51][52]

On 2 December 2016, as president-elect, he accepted a congratulatory telephone call from Taiwanese president[image: External link] Tsai Ing-wen[image: External link]. That was the first such contact with Taiwan by a U.S. president-elect or president since 1979 and provoked the People's Republic of China to lodge a diplomatic protest ("stern representations").[53][54] Trump suggested he didn't feel bound by America's traditional 'one China' policy[image: External link] but considered it open to negotiation.[54]

At his confirmation hearing in January 2017, Secretary of State-designate Rex Tillerson expressed strong opposition to the Chinese practice since 2014 of building artificial islands in the South China Sea[image: External link] as a way of claiming sovereignty over it, saying China should be blocked from accessing the islands. Portions of the South China Sea are claimed as territorial waters by multiple nations including China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei, and the Phililppines.[55] On 23 January 2017, White House spokesman Sean Spicer said "It's a question of if [the Spratly Islands[image: External link] ] are in fact in international waters and not part of China proper, then yeah, we're going to make sure that we defend international territories from being taken over by one country."[56]

On 4 February, on a visit to Japan[image: External link], U.S. Defense Secretary James Mattis reaffirmed Washington's commitment under the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security between the United States and Japan[image: External link] to defending Japan, including the Senkaku Islands[image: External link] in the East China Sea[image: External link] that are claimed by China.[57]

On 9 February, Trump reaffirmed American commitment to the One-China policy in a telephone call with Chinese President Xi Jinping. The call was described as cordial and as "putting an end to the extended chill" in the relationship between the two countries.[58]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 India




See also: India–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign Trump spoke favorably of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi[image: External link] and expressed a desire for a closer alliance with India.[59] He told a campaign rally of Indian-Americans[image: External link] that under his administration, relations with India would be "the best ever".[60] The Trump Organization has extensive business ventures in India, involving at least 16 Indian partnerships and corporations.[60]
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See also: Japan–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign Trump accused Japan of unfair trade practices, "taking our jobs", and of currency manipulation. He suggested Japan should pay the U.S. for its military presence in Japan, and at one point suggested that Japan should develop nuclear weapons to defend itself against North Korea.[61]

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe[image: External link] met with President-elect Trump at Trump Tower shortly after his election – the first foreign leader to do so. He said Trump was "a leader in whom I can have confidence". However, after the meeting Trump continued to complain about Japan's currency and its auto industry.[61]

In January 2017 President Trump formally renounced the Trans-Pacific Partnership, in which Japan would have been a key player, but left open the option of bilateral trade negotiations.[62]

During a visit to Japan in January 2017, Defense Secretary Mattis reaffirmed that the U.S. was committed to the defense of Japan.[61]

In February 2017 Abe met with Trump in Washington, followed by a Florida golf jaunt. Trump promised to strengthen ties between the two nations and said the U.S. is committed to the security of Japan, saying that the alliance between the two countries is "the cornerstone of peace and stability in the Pacific region".[62]
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See also: North Korea–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign Trump said that he would be willing to meet North Korean supreme leader[image: External link] Kim Jong-un[image: External link], whom he described as a "maniac" who also deserves credit for being able to overcome his rivals in order to succeed his father[image: External link].[63][64] He indicated he did not want get involved in any conflict between North and South Korea[image: External link], an attitude which resulted in an editorial in North Korean state media hailing him as a "wise politician" and "far-sighted presidential candidate" who could be good for North Korea.[65] Trump advocated placing greater pressure on China to rein in its ally North Korea in the wake of the January 2016 North Korean nuclear test[image: External link],[66][67]

Tension between the two countries increased in April 2017. Speaking in advance of a visit from Chinese leader Xi Jinping, President Trump told the Financial Times, "If China is not going to solve North Korea, we will. That is all I am telling you."[68] On April 8, 2017, the US Navy said the USS Carl Vinson[image: External link] strike group was sailing to the Western Pacific from Singapore, and two days later, President Trump told Fox Business[image: External link]: "We are sending an armada, very powerful" towards the Korean peninsula.[69] His comment, and its apparent confirmation by Defense Department officials, "fueled a war frenzy at major newspapers and networks" and led to the North Korean government warning of a possible thermonuclear war.[69] However, on April 18 the Pentagon clarified that the strike group had instead headed south for scheduled training exercises with the Australian navy[image: External link] but would be arriving at the Korean peninsula the following week.[70][71] Meanwhile, on April 16 Vice President Mike Pence visited South Korea, viewed the Demilitarized Zon[image: External link] which separates North from South Korea, and warned that the U.S. "era of strategic patience" toward North Korea's nuclear and missile programs is over. He added that "all options are on the table."[72] The same day the North Korean government launched a missile test[image: External link], which failed but which Pence described as a provocation.[73] Trump continued to express the hope that China would help to rein in North Korea's nuclear ambitions.[72]
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See also: Pakistan–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign, Trump said Pakistan is "the most dangerous country in the world" and should denuclearize.[74] But according to the Pakistan government, in a cordial post-election telephone conversation with Pakistan's Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif[image: External link], Trump lavished praise on Pakistan and its "fantastic" people, said he would love to visit the country, and offered to help Pakistan solve any outstanding problems.[75] After taking office, President Trump indicated that Pakistan will be among the countries whose citizens will have to go through an "extreme vetting" process before entering the United States.[76]
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See also: Moro conflict[image: External link], Moro Rebellion[image: External link], East Asian foreign policy of the Barack Obama administration[image: External link], and Operation Enduring Freedom – Philippines[image: External link]


U.S.-Philippines relations had taken a turn for the worse with the election of Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte in June 2016. Duterte expressed strong hostility toward then-President Obama and threatened to sever the long-standing ties between the two countries due to the latter's criticism on the issue of human rights in Duterte's policy on the War on Drugs[image: External link]. On December 2, 2016, President-elect Trump accepted a congratulatory call from Duterte. A statement from the Trump team said the two leaders “noted the long history of friendship and cooperation between the two nations, and agreed that the two governments would continue to work together closely on matters of shared interest and concern”. Duterte claimed afterward that Trump had praised Duterte's controversial "war on drugs" which has killed thousands of people without trial, and that Trump said the Philippines are "doing it as a sovereign nation, the right way.”[77]
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See also: France–United States relations[image: External link]


In their first telephone call, President Trump told French President François Hollande[image: External link] that he "loved France" and that there was "no more beautiful country than France".[78] However, in his 2017 CPAC speech, President Trump said, "France is no longer France" because of terrorism.[78][79] In response, President Hollande said allies should not criticize each other,[79] and he invited him to visit Disneyland Paris[image: External link].[78]

In the runup to the May 7, 2017 French presidential election, Trump was reported to have expressed support for Marine Le Pen[image: External link], calling her the "strongest candidate", although he did not explicitly endorse her.[80] However, when he met the winner, new president Emmanuel Macron[image: External link], in Brussels later that month, he insisted the media reports had been wrong and "you were my guy".[81]
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See also: Germany–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign Trump was critical of German chancellor Angela Merkel and her handling of the European migrant crisis[image: External link], saying "Everyone thought she was a really great leader and now she's turned out to be this catastrophic leader. And she’ll be out if they don’t have a revolution."[82][83] In July 2016, German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier[image: External link] stated that he was concerned about what he sees as Trump's contradictory promises to "make America strong again" while simultaneously reducing involvement overseas.[84] Steinmeier said that Trump's proposed policies "would be dangerous not only for the United States, but for Europe and the rest of the world as well".[84]

After becoming president, Trump met with Merkel at the White House on March 17, 2017. The meeting was described as "awkward"; Trump failed to shake hands with Merkel for a photo op, and he made a joke about wiretapping[image: External link] which fell flat.[85][86] The two "politely disagreed on everything from immigration to free trade and the value of seeking multinational agreements."[87] The next day Trump tweeted, "Germany owes vast sums of money to NATO & the United States must be paid more for the powerful, and very expensive, defense it provides to Germany!"[10][88] He also tried to get Merkel to talk about bilateral trade issues, but she pointed out that EU members only negotiate as a unit.[89]

In May 2017 at a meeting with European leaders in Brussels, Trump denounced Germany concerning the trade deficit as "bad, very bad", adding “Look at the millions of cars they sell in the US. Terrible. We will stop this.” He has threatened to impose a 35% tax on German car imports.[89] A few days later Merkel suggested that Germany and Europe can no longer fully rely on the United States; and saying "we Europeans must really take our destiny into our own hands", also hinting to decision by Great Britain to leave the European Union. However she underlined the importance of friendly relations with the United States, the United Kingdom as well as Russia.[90]
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See also: Holy See–United States relations[image: External link]


On May 24, 2017, Pope Francis met with Trump in Vatican City where they discussed the contributions of Catholics[image: External link] to the United States and to the world. Trump and the Pope discussed issues of mutual concern including how religious communities can combat human suffering in crisis regions, such as Syria[image: External link], Libya, and ISIS[image: External link]-controlled territory. Trump and Pope Francis also discussed terrorism[image: External link] and the radicalization of young people.

The Vatican's secretary of state[image: External link], Pietro Parolin[image: External link], raised the issue of climate change in the meeting and encouraged Trump to remain in the Paris Agreement.[91]
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See also: Italy–United States relations[image: External link]


Italy was the first European[image: External link] country to be visited by President Trump. He went to Italy in May 2017, during his first presidential trip outside the U.S.A[image: External link].[92] During his trip to Italy, Trump had a bilateral meeting with Pope Francis;[93] he also met Italian President Sergio Mattarella[image: External link] and Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni; Gentiloni was also hosted by Trump few weeks before in April at the White House.[94] Trump has often stated that Italy is a "key ally of America in Europe[image: External link] and the Mediterranean Sea[image: External link] and a strategic partner in the War on Terrorism[image: External link]."[95]
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See also: Russia–United States relations[image: External link] and 2016 United States election interference by Russia[image: External link]


Trump has praised Russian President Vladimir Putin repeatedly over a series of years.[96] During the campaign his praise blossomed into what many observers termed a " bromance[image: External link]".[96] In particular, Trump praised Putin as a "strong leader" and said that he expected to "get along very well" with Putin. Trump often described Putin as "a better leader" than Obama.[96] Putin praised Trump as "a very bright and talented man, no doubt about that," and Trump claimed Putin called him a "genius," a mischaracterization based on an incorrect translation.[97][98][99] When asked about allegations that Putin has killed journalists[image: External link] and political opponents, Trump brushed them off, implying that the United States has done the same thing.[96][100]

During the campaign, Trump hinted that he would consider recognizing Crimea as Russian territory[image: External link] and lifting the sanctions on Russia[image: External link] that were imposed after Russia began military invention[image: External link] in an attempt to undermine the new, pro-Western Ukrainian[image: External link] government.[101] He suggested that the "people of Crimea... would rather be with Russia.[102] It has been suggested that these policies were influenced by advisors who were sympathetic to Russian influence in Ukraine, including Paul Manafort, Carter Page[image: External link], and Henry Kissinger[image: External link].[103] Manafort in particular was strongly connected to Viktor Yanukovych, the pro-Russian president of Ukraine who was deposed in the 2014 Ukrainian revolution[image: External link].[104][105][106]

Trump has also said that Russia could help the United States in fighting the ISIS terror organization[image: External link].[107]
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On February 6, 2017, talking to Bill O'Reilly on Fox News, Trump questioned the veracity of O'Reilly′s claim that ″within 24 hours of you on the phone with the Russian leader, the pro-Russian forces step[ed] up the violence[image: External link] in Ukraine″. He said he ″respected″ Putin and dismissed O'Reilly′s statement that Putin was a ″killer″,[108][109] which prompted CNN to opine that Trump had "appeared to equate U.S. actions with the authoritarian[image: External link] regime of Russian President Vladimir Putin."[110]

On February 16, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson had a meeting with his Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] in Bonn[image: External link], Germany; Tillerson told the press afterwards, "As we search for new common ground, we expect Russia to honor its commitment to the Minsk agreements[image: External link] and work to de-escalate the violence in Ukraine".[111] Sergey Lavrov said thet meeting was productive, and added that Moscow was ready to work with Washington on all issues as soon as Donald Trump’s foreign policy team was fully formed.[112] On the same day Secretary of Defense James Mattis, declared that the United States was not currently prepared to collaborate with Russia on military matters, including future anti-ISIL US operations.[113]

Michael Isikoff[image: External link] of Yahoo! News reported in June 2017 that during the early weeks of the Trump administration, State Department employees were told to develop proposals to lift the sanctions which had been imposed on Russia after its military incursions into Ukraine[image: External link] and its interference in the November election. No action or return would be expected from Russia in return for removing the sanctions.[114] The proposals were dropped after resistance from State Department employees and a realization that such an action would look bad politically in light of the investigations into a Russia connection to the Trump campaign. A former State Department who retired in February said, "What was troubling about these stories is that suddenly I was hearing that we were preparing to rescind sanctions in exchange for, well, nothing."[115]
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See also: Ukraine–United States relations[image: External link]


Early in the campaign Trump opposed U.S. involvement in the Ukrainian crisis[image: External link], describing Crimea as "Europe's problem;" in a rally in July 2016 he implied that such involvement could have led to World War III[image: External link] and criticized Germany and other European countries for not doing more to support Ukraine.[116][117] Later in the campaign, however, he stated that he would consider recognizing recognizing Crimea as Russian territory[image: External link].[118][102]

In August 2015 Trump stated he had no opinion about Ukrainian membership in NATO[image: External link], saying that both membership and non-membership would be "great."[119][120]
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See also: United Kingdom–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign, Trump stated his support for British voters voting to leave the European Union[121] In an interview with Piers Morgan[image: External link] in May 2016, Trump said that UK withdrawal would make no difference to a potential bilateral trade deal between the United Kingdom and the United States if he became president.[122]

On January 27, 2017 Trump met with British Prime Minister[image: External link] Theresa May, the first foreign leader to visit him at the White House. In the meeting Trump reiterated his support for both countries' involvement in NATO[image: External link].[23]

In March 2017 White House press secretary Sean Spicer repeated a false claim from Fox News commentator Andrew Napolitano[image: External link] claiming that the British GCHQ[image: External link] had wiretapped[image: External link] Trump Tower. This drew an angry response from the British, and eventually resulted in an apology from Spicer and the US National Security Advisor H. R. McMaster[image: External link].[123]
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See also: Egypt–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign, Trump described the President of Egypt, Abdel Fattah el-Sisi[image: External link], as a "fantastic guy," praising his handling of various political events in Egypt, such as a massive uprising in late June 2013 in Egypt[image: External link] against former President Mohamed Morsi[image: External link], which was followed by Morsi being removed from office[image: External link] by el-Sisi on July 3, 2013.[124] Trump said that there was a "good feeling between [them]".[124] In April 2017, Trump welcomed el-Sisi to the White House, saying “We are very much behind President Sisi – he has done a fantastic job in a very difficult situation" and assuring el-Sisi that "you have a great ally in the US and in me."[125] In contrast, Sisi was never invited to the White House during the Obama administration, which criticized post-Morsi authorities in Egypt, as well as Egypt's human rights record.[125]
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See also: Iran–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign Trump maintained that "Iran is now the dominant Islamic power in the Middle East[image: External link] and on the road to nuclear weapons."[126] He opposed the international nuclear agreement with Iran[image: External link] (negotiated with the United States and five other world powers) that was made in 2015, calling it "terrible" and saying that the Obama administration negotiated the agreement "from desperation."[127] At one point he said that despite opposing the content of the deal, he would attempt to enforce it rather than abrogate it.[128] However, in a speech to the American Israel Public Affairs Committee[image: External link] (AIPAC) in March 2016, said that his "number-one priority is to dismantle the disastrous deal with Iran."[129]

In July 2015, when explaining his opposition to the Iran agreement, Trump mentioned four American prisoners being held prisoner in the country.[127] After the agreement went into effect in January 2016 the four prisoners were released, whereupon Trump claimed credit for the release, an assertion that was termed "dubious" by CBS News.[130]
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See also: Israel–United States relations[image: External link] and Israeli–Palestinian conflict
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Trump has been critical of the Obama administration's treatment of Israel, stating that "Israel has been totally mistreated."[131]

Early in the campaign Trump said that an Israeli-Palestinian peace accord would depend very much upon Israel, saying "A lot will have to do with Israel and whether or not Israel wants to make the deal — whether or not Israel's willing to sacrifice certain things."[132] He also said that as a condition of peace, the Palestinian National Authority[image: External link] must recognize Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish state and "stop the terror, stop the attacks, stop the teaching of hatred."[133] At one point during the campaign, Trump said that he would not take sides in any Israeli-Palestinian agreement in order to be a neutral negotiator in the peace talks, but he also added that he was "totally pro-Israel."[134]

During the campaign he broke with long-standing bipartisan U.S. policy that Israel should stop building additional Israeli settlements[image: External link] in the West Bank[image: External link] as a precursor to negotiations with the Palestinians, saying that the Israelis "have to keep going" and "I don't think there should be a pause."[135]

Early in the campaign Trump refused to say whether he supports Israel's position that Jerusalem is its undivided capital.[132] But he later said on multiple occasions that if elected president he would move the U.S. embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv[image: External link] to Jerusalem[image: External link], which he described as the "eternal capital of the Jewish people[image: External link]."[136][137] He repeated this pledge after a meeting with Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link] in September 2016[138]

Candidate Trump promised AIPAC[image: External link] that as president he would veto any United Nations[image: External link]-imposed Israel-Palestine peace agreement.[139] He added that "The Palestinians must come to the table knowing that the bond between the United States and Israel is absolutely, totally unbreakable."[139]
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In February 2017, President Trump said that he could live with either a two-state solution or a one-state solution to the Israeli–Palestinian conflict.[140] This represented a break with the previous bipartisan foreign policy consensus of support for the two-state solution.[140]
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See also: Libya–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign, Trump suggested that the United States should bomb ISIL in Libya[image: External link].[141]
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See also: Saudi Arabia–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign, Trump called for Saudi Arabia to pay for the costs of American troops stationed there.[142] He has argued that regional allies of the United States, such as Saudi Arabia should provide troops in the fight against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIL). Trump said he would halt oil imports from Saudi Arabia[image: External link] unless the Saudi government provide ground troops to defeat ISIL.[143]

In March 2017, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson approved the resumption on the sale of guided munitions to Saudi Arabia, a move that had been halted late in the Obama administration because of criticisms of the Saudi government's approach to civilian casualties in the Yemeni Civil War[image: External link].[144]
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See also: Syrian Civil War[image: External link], Iraq–United States relations[image: External link], and Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link]


During the campaign, Trump's positions on defeating the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIL) have frequently changed throughout his presidential campaign.[145] Trump has claimed that he would "bomb the hell" out of Iraqi oil fields[image: External link] controlled by ISIL.[146][147] In the aftermath of the November 2015 Paris attacks, which were committed by ISIL, Trump reiterated his statements about ISIL from November 12, 2015, when he stated he would "bomb the shit out of 'em"[148] and said "I'd blow up the [oil] pipes, I'd blow up the refineries, and you know what, you'll get Exxon[image: External link] to come in there in two months... and I'd take the oil."[149] Trump said in an interview with Anderson Cooper[image: External link] "There is no Iraq. Their leaders are corrupt."[148] In 2015 when asked how he would deal with Iraq's condemnation of strikes on their oil fields, Trump replied that Iraq is a corrupt country that is not deserving of his respect.[146] Trump said that to combat ISIL, "I would find you a proper general. I would find a Patton[image: External link] or a McArthur[image: External link]. I would hit them so hard your head would spin."[146]

Trump's first post-announcement interview on June 17, 2015, was with Bill O'Reilly on The O'Reilly Factor[image: External link].[146] One of several issues he highlighted was his proposed strategy in dealing with the Syrian Civil War[image: External link].[146] In the interview, Trump stated: "Iran and Russia are protecting Syria and it's sort of amazing that we're in there fighting ISIS in Syria so we're helping the head of Syria [Bashar al-Assad[image: External link]] who is not supposed to be our friend although he looks a lot better than some of our so-called friends."[146] Instead of fighting ISIL in Syria, Trump suggested "maybe Syria should be a free zone for ISIS, let them fight and then you pick up the remnants."[146]

In a Republican primary debate in November 2015, Trump said he "got to know [Vladimir Putin] very well because we were both on '60 Minutes', we were stable mates, we did well that night." Trump said he approved of the Russian military intervention in Syria[image: External link], stating: "If Putin wants to knock the hell out of ISIS, I'm all for it 100 percent and I can't understand how anybody would be against that ... He's going in and we can go in and everybody should go in."[150] During his speech at the Oklahoma State Fair[image: External link], Trump accused his opponents of wanting to "start World War III[image: External link] over Syria[image: External link]."[151]

When asked in the March 11, 2016 CNN Republican presidential debate if he would send ground troops to fight ISIL, Trump answered, "We really have no choice. We have to knock out ISIS."[152]

In an interview, Trump stated "You have to take out their families, when you get these terrorists, you have to take out their families. ... When they say they don't care about their lives, you have to take out their families." When pressed on what "take out" meant, Trump said the U.S. should "wipe out their homes" and "where they came from."[15] The intentional targeting of non-combatants[image: External link] is a violation of the Geneva Conventions[image: External link] and other aspects of the international law of war[image: External link].[153] Jonathan Russell, head of policy for the anti-radicalization think tank Quilliam[image: External link], warned that Trump's "anti-Muslim rhetoric" helps ISIL's narrative, saying "Trump will contribute to Islamist[image: External link] radicalization as his comments will make Muslims feel unwelcome in America. This grievance will fuel their identity crisis[image: External link], which when combined are a potent combination for the vulnerability that ISIS is so adept at exploiting with their Islamist narrative."[154]

During his presidential campaign, Trump has repeatedly criticized the battle to liberate Mosul[image: External link] from ISIL control, saying that the United States is "not going to benefit" from dislodging ISIL from the Iraqi city. Trump has repeatedly asserted that U.S. and Iraqi military leaders should have used "the element of surprise" to attack Mosul rather than announcing plans beforehand. He also said that U.S. military planners were "a group of losers" for not doing so.[155][156] U.S. military officials "strongly rebuked" Trump's comments, noting that "it is nearly impossible to move tens of thousands of troops into position without alerting the enemy" and that it was vital to warn civilians of impending military action.[155]

During the campaign, he advocated that the United States should “take the oil” in Iraq as part of the “spoils of war” and to keep it out of the hands of ISIS.[157] Trump reiterated his support for seizing other nations' oil after taking office as President. In January 2017, he said that the United States "should have kept the oil" after the Iraq invasion and "maybe we’ll have another chance".[158]

On 7 April 2017, Trump ordered the United States Navy to launch cruise missiles at Shayrat Air Base[image: External link] in response to the Khan Shaykhun chemical attack[image: External link]. The response had wide international support[159] and was highly praised by the majority of Republicans as well as Democratic senators,[160] and many countries, however it drew criticism from Russia, who the United States had warned in advance about the attack. Although Russian anti-missile defenses such as S-300's[image: External link] failed to deter the missile attack, Russian forces suffered minimal damage, as the United States had intended to avoid striking areas of the base used by Russia.[161] Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev[image: External link] called the strike "good news for terrorists".[162]

Many right-wing/leaning populist media figures who supported Trump during the election criticized Trump's reversal of policy towards war in Syria and the Middle East.[163][164][165][166] Ann Coulter pointed out that Trump "campaigned on not getting involved in Mideast" and this was one of the reasons many voted for him.[163]
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See also: Turkey–United States relations[image: External link]


During the campaign, Trump praised Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan for his handling of the 2016 coup attempt in Turkey[image: External link][7] When asked if Erdoğan was exploiting the coup attempt to purge his political enemies[image: External link], Trump did not call for the Turkish leader to observe the rule of law, or offer other cautions for restraint. He said that the United States had to "fix our own mess" before trying to change the behavior of other countries.[7]

Trump also stated during the campaign that he believed he could persuade Erdoğan to step up efforts against ISIL.[7] When asked how he would solve the problem of Turkish attacks on Kurds[image: External link] who are fighting ISIL, Trump said "Meetings."[7]
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See also: Australia-United States relations[image: External link]


A report in the Washington Post on February 2, 2017 claimed that Trump berated Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and hung up 35 minutes earlier than planned over a refugee resettlement deal that President Obama had made with Australia where the United States agreed to take 1,250 refugees from camps in Nauru and Manus Island.[167] It was also claimed that Trump suggested Turnbull was attempting to export the next Boston bombers to the United States.[168] Later that same day, Trump explained that although he respected Australia, they were "terribly taking advantage" of the United States.[169] Australian Ambassador Joe Hockey met with Reince Preibus and Stephen Bannon the next day and Sean Spicer described the call as "cordial". Reuters described the call as "acrimonious" and the Washington Post said that it was Trump's "worst call by far" with a foreign leader.[170][171] Notwithstanding the disagreement regarding the resettlement of the refugees Vice President Mike Pence, while on a visit to Australia in April 2017, stated the United States will abide by the deal. The decision was seen as a positive sign of commitment by the Australian Prime Minister.[172]
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See also: United States–European Union relations[image: External link]


During the campaign, Trump said of the European Union[image: External link], "the reason that it got together was like a consortium[image: External link] so that it could compete with the United States."[173] U.S. foreign-policy experts such as Strobe Talbott[image: External link] and Amie Kreppel noted that this was incorrect, pointing out that while the EU was established in part to rebuild the European economies after World War II[image: External link], it was not created specifically to compete with the United States. In fact the United States sanctioned the EU's creation to foster peace, prevent another catastrophic war, and create a "strong European market to consume American-made goods to help fuel American economic growth."[174]
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See also: NATO[image: External link]


During the campaign, Trump called for a "rethink" of American involvement in NATO, stating that the United States pays too much to ensure the security of allies, stating that "NATO is costing us a fortune, and yes, we're protecting Europe with NATO, but we're spending a lot of money".[175] Later in the same interview, he stated that the U.S. should not "decrease its role" in NATO but rather should decrease U.S. spending in regards to the organization.[176]

In a July 2016 interview, Candidate Trump "explicitly raised new questions about his commitment to automatically defend NATO allies," questioning whether he, as president, would automatically extend security guarantees to NATO members[image: External link].[7] Asked about a prospective Russia attack on NATO's Baltic members[image: External link], Trump stated that he would decide whether to come to their aid only after reviewing whether those nations "have fulfilled their obligations to us."[7] This would represent a sharp break with U.S. foreign traditions.[7][177]

As president, Trump said in a February 2017 speech that the United States strongly supports NATO, but continued to insist that NATO members aren't paying their fair share as part of the alliance.[178] In May 2017 he visited the new NATO headquarters in Brussels to help dedicate a memorial there for the September 11, 2001 attacks[image: External link]. In his prepared remarks he prompted NATO to do more to fight terrorism and to add limiting immigration to its tasks. In the speech he did not explicitly reaffirm US commitment to Article V[image: External link], which obligates all NATO members to respond to an attack against any one member. White House spokesperson Sean Spicer later reaffirmed America's commitment to joint defense.[179] With regard to the alliance's enacted guideline that members should spend a minimum of 2 percent of their national GDP for defense by 2024, Trump said that "Twenty-three of the 28 member nations are still not paying what they should be paying for their defense". He also claimed that "many of these nations owe massive amounts of money from past years."[179][180] While most members of the alliance have yet not reached the 2% target for their national defense spending, technically they are not in arrears and they do not owe anything to the United States or to NATO.[180][181]
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See also: United States and the United Nations[image: External link]


During the campaign, Trump criticized the United Nations, saying that it was weak, incompetent, and "not a friend of democracy... freedom... the United States... Israel".[182] Upon taking office, Trump appointed Nikki Haley as the United States Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link].
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 Trade policy




See also: Foreign trade of the United States[image: External link]


When announcing his candidacy in June 2015, Trump said that his experience as a negotiator in private business would enhance his ability to negotiate better international trade deals as President.[33][183] Trump identifies himself as a "free trader,"[49] but has been widely described as a "protectionist".[184][185][186][187][188] Trump has described supporters of international trade as “blood suckers.”[189]

Trump's views on trade have upended the traditional Republican policies favoring free trade.[184][48] Binyamin Appelbaum[image: External link], reporting for the New York Times, has summarized Trump's proposals as breaking with 200 years of economics orthodoxy.[50][190] American economic writer Bruce Bartlett[image: External link] writes that Trump's protectionist views have roots in American history.[191] Canadian writer Lawrence Solomon[image: External link] describes Trump's position on trade as similar to that as of pre-Reagan Republican presidents, such as Herbert Hoover (who signed the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act[image: External link]) and Richard Nixon (who ran on a protectionist platform).[192]
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During the campaign, Trump condemned the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), saying that if elected president, "We will either renegotiate it, or we will break it."[42][43]

During his meeting with Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau after becoming President, Trump stated that he viewed the Canadian situation different than Mexico, and only envisioned minor changes for Canada, with much larger ones for Mexico.[24]
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 Trade with China




During the campaign, Trump proposed a 45 percent tariff on Chinese exports to the United States[image: External link] to give "American workers a level playing field."[49][50] According to an analysis by Capital Economics[image: External link], Trump's proposed tariff may hurt U.S. consumers by driving U.S. retail price of Chinese made goods up 10 percent, because of few alternative suppliers in key product classes that China sells to the U.S.[193] The goods trade deficit with China in 2015 was $367.2 billion.[194] The Economic Policy Institute[image: External link] (EPI) reported in December 2014 that "Growth in the U.S. goods trade deficit with China between 2001 and 2013 eliminated or displaced 3.2 million U.S. jobs, 2.4 million (three-fourths) of which were in manufacturing." EPI reported these losses were distributed across all 50 states.[195]

Trump has pledged "swift, robust and unequivocal" action against Chinese piracy, counterfeit[image: External link] American goods, and theft of U.S. trade secrets[image: External link] and intellectual property[image: External link]; and has condemned China's "illegal export subsidies[image: External link] and lax labor and environmental standards."[48] In a May 2016 campaign speech, Trump responded to concerns regarding a potential trade war with "We're losing $500 billion in trade with China. Who the hell cares if there's a trade war?"[52]
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During the campaign, Trump vowed to impose tariffs — in the range of 15 to 35 percent — on companies that move their operations to Mexico.[39] He specifically criticized the Ford Motor Co.[image: External link],[50] Carrier Corporation[image: External link],[50] and Mondelez International[image: External link].[50][39][41]

After taking office, White House press secretary Sean Spicer noted that Trump was considering imposing a 20% tariff on Mexican imports to the United States as one of several options that would pay for his proposed border wall.[196] The Mexican government has stated that if unilateral tariffs were imposed on Mexico, it would consider retaliating by imposing tariffs on goods Mexico imports from the United States.[197]
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 Trans-Pacific Partnership




During the campaign, Trump opposed the Trans-Pacific Partnership, saying "The deal is insanity. That deal should not be supported and it should not be allowed to happen ... We are giving away what ultimately is going to be a back door for China."[198] On January 23, 2017 Trump withdrew from the trade deal citing the need to protect American workers from competition by workers in low-wage countries.[199]
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 World Trade Organization




Trump has called the World Trade Organization (WTO) a "disaster".[200] When informed that tariffs in the range of 15 to 35 percent would be contrary to the rules of the WTO, he answered "even better. Then we're going to renegotiate or we're going to pull out."[39]
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 Nuclear policy




During the campaign, Trump said that the U.S.'s control is getting weaker and that its nuclear arsenal is old and does not work.[201]

When asked at March 2016 campaign town hall with MSNBC's Chris Matthews[image: External link] whether he would rule out the use of nuclear weapons, Trump answered that the option of using nuclear weapons should never be taken off the table.[202][203][204]
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 Nuclear proliferation




During the campaign, Trump expressed support for South Korea, Japan and Saudi Arabia having nuclear weapons if they would be unwilling to pay the United States for security.[205][206][207][208] He also deemed it inevitable, "It's going to happen anyway. It's only a question of time. They're going to start having them or we have to get rid of them entirely."[205] Trump's tentative support for nuclear proliferation was in contradiction to decades of bipartisan U.S. consensus on the issue.[209]
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 Pakistani nuclear arsenal




During the campaign, Trump was critical of Pakistan[image: External link], comparing it to North Korea, calling it "probably the most dangerous country" in the world, and claiming that Pakistan's nuclear weapons[image: External link] posed a "serious problem." He has advocated improving relations with India[image: External link] as a supposed "check" to Pakistan. He has said that his government will fully cooperate with India in doing so.[210]
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Immigration policy of Donald Trump






Illegal immigration was a signature issue of US President[image: External link] Donald Trump's presidential campaign, and his proposed reforms and remarks about this issue generated much publicity.[1] A hallmark promise of his campaign was to build a substantial wall on the United States-Mexico border[image: External link]. Trump has also expressed support for a variety of "limits on legal immigration and guest-worker visas",[1][2] including a "pause" on granting green cards, which Trump says will "allow record immigration levels to subside to more moderate historical averages".[3][4][5] Trump's proposals regarding H-1B visas[image: External link] frequently changed throughout his presidential campaign, but as of late July 2016, he appeared to oppose the H-1B visa program.[6] Trump has questioned official estimates of the number of undocumented immigrants in the United States (between 11 and 12 million), insisting the number is much higher (between 30 and 34 million).
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 Positions on immigration




Trump has questioned official estimates of the number of undocumented immigrants in the United States (between 11 and 12 million), asserting that the number is actually between 30 and 34 million.[7] PolitiFact ruled that his statement was "Pants on Fire", citing experts who noted that no evidence supported an estimate in that range.[7] For example, the Pew Research Center reported in March 2015 that the number of undocumented immigrants overall declined from 12.2 million in 2007 to 11.2 million in 2012. The number of undocumented immigrants in the U.S. labor force ranged from 8.1 million to 8.3 million between 2007 and 2012, approximately 5% of the U.S. labor force.[8]
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 Birthright citizenship




Trump proposes rolling back birthright citizenship – a historically broadened interpretation of the Citizenship Clause[image: External link] of the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] that all persons born on U.S. soil are citizens - so as not to grant citizenship to US-born children of undocumented immigrants (whom he refers to as "anchor babies"). The mainstream view of the Fourteenth Amendment among legal experts is that everyone born on U.S. soil, regardless of parents' citizenship, is automatically an American citizen.[9][10]
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 Kate's Law




Trump during his campaign promised to ask Congress to pass Kate's Law[image: External link] to ensure that criminal aliens convicted of undocumented reentry receive strong, mandatory minimum sentences. The law is named after Kate Steinle who was allegedly shot and killed in July 2015 by Juan Francisco Lopez-Sanchez, who was deported by the US a total of five times.[11]

A Senate version of the bill was previously introduced by Ted Cruz in July 2016 and was filibustered by the senate.[12][13][14][15]
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 Border security




Trump has emphasized U.S. border security and undocumented immigration to the United States[image: External link] as a campaign issue.[16][17] During his announcement speech he stated in part, "When Mexico sends its people, they're not sending their best. They're not sending you. They're sending people that have lots of problems, and they're bringing those problems.... They're bringing drugs. They're bringing crime. They're rapists. And some, I assume, are good people."[18] On July 6, 2015, Trump issued a written statement[19] to clarify his position on undocumented immigration, which drew a reaction from critics. It read in part:


The Mexican Government is forcing their most unwanted people into the United States. They are, in many cases, criminals, drug dealers, rapists, etc. This was evident just this week when, as an example, a young woman in San Francisco was viciously killed by a 5-time deported Mexican with a long criminal record, who was forced back into the United States because they didn't want him in Mexico. This is merely one of thousands of similar incidents throughout the United States. In other words, the worst elements in Mexico are being pushed into the United States by the Mexican government. The largest suppliers of heroin, cocaine and other illicit drugs are Mexican cartels that arrange to have Mexican immigrants trying to cross the borders and smuggle in the drugs. The Border Patrol knows this. Likewise, tremendous infectious disease is pouring across the border. The United States has become a dumping ground for Mexico and, in fact, for many other parts of the world. On the other hand, many fabulous people come in from Mexico and our country is better for it. But these people are here legally, and are severely hurt by those coming in illegally. I am proud to say that I know many hard working Mexicans—many of them are working for and with me ... and, just like our country, my organization is better for it."[20]



A study published in Social Science Quarterly[image: External link] in May 2016 tested Trump's claim that immigrants are responsible for higher levels of violent and drug-related crime in the United States.[21] It found no evidence that links Mexican or undocumented Mexican immigrants specifically to violent or drug-related crime.[21] It did however find a small but significant association between undocumented immigrant populations (including non-Mexican undocumented immigrants) and drug-related arrests.[21]

In addition to his proposals to construct a border wall (see below), Trump has called for tripling the number of Border Patrol agents.[22]
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 U.S.–Mexico border wall proposal




Main articles: Executive Order 13767[image: External link], 2017 Mexico–United States diplomatic crisis[image: External link], and Mexico–United States barrier


Trump has repeatedly pledged to build a wall along the U.S.'s southern border, and has said that Mexico would pay for its construction through increased border-crossing fees and NAFTA tariffs.[23] In his speech announcing his candidacy, Trump pledged to "build a great, great wall on our southern border. And I will have Mexico pay for that wall. Mark my words."[24][25] Trump also said "nobody builds walls better than me, believe me, and I'll build them very inexpensively."[25] The concept for building a barrier to keep undocumented immigrants out of the U.S. is not new; 670 miles of fencing (about one-third of the border) was erected under the Secure Fence Act of 2006[image: External link], at a cost of $2.4 billion.[25] Trump said later that his proposed wall would be "a real wall. Not a toy wall like we have now."[26] In his 2015 book, Trump cites the Israeli West Bank barrier[image: External link] as a successful example of a border wall.[27] "Trump has at times suggested building a wall across the nearly 2,000-mile border and at other times indicated more selective placement."[28] After a meeting with Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto on August 31, 2016, Trump said that they "didn't discuss" who would pay for the border wall that Trump has made a centerpiece of his presidential campaign.[29] Nieto contradicted that later that day, saying that he at the start of the meeting "made it clear that Mexico will not pay for the wall".[30] Later that day, Trump reiterated his position that Mexico will pay to build an "impenetrable" wall on the Southern border.[31]

John Cassidy[image: External link] of The New Yorker wrote that Trump is "the latest representative of an anti-immigrant, nativist American tradition that dates back at least to the Know-Nothings[image: External link]" of the 1840s and 1850s.[32] Trump says "it was legal immigrants who made America great,"[33] that the Latinos who have worked for him have been "unbelievable people", and that he wants a wall between the U.S. and Mexico to have a "big, beautiful door" for people to come legally and feel welcomed in the United States.[34]

According to experts and analyses, the actual cost to construct a wall along the remaining 1,300 miles of the border could be as high as $16 million per mile, with a total cost of up to $25 billion, with the cost of private land acquisitions and fence maintenance pushing up the total cost further.[28] Maintenance of the wall could cost up to $750 million a year, and if the Border Patrol[image: External link] agents were to patrol the wall, additional funds would have to be expended.[28] Rough and remote terrain on many parts of the border, such as deserts and mountains, would make construction and maintenance of a wall expensive, and such terrain may be a greater deterrent than a wall in any case.[28] Experts also note that on federally protected wilderness areas[image: External link] and Native American reservations[image: External link], the Department of Homeland Security may have only limited construction authority, and a wall could cause environmental damage.[28]

Despite campaign promises to Build a full Wall, Trump later stated that he favors putting up some fences.[35]

In February 2017, Reuters reported that an internal report by the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] estimated that Trump's proposed border wall would cost $21.6 billion and take 3.5 years to build. This estimate is far higher than estimates by Trump during the campaign ($12 billion) and the $15-billion estimate from Republican House Speaker Paul Ryan and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell.[36]

Critics of Trump's plan question whether a wall would be effective at stopping unauthorized crossings, noting that walls are of limited use unless they are patrolled by agents and to intercept those climbing over or tunneling under the wall.[28] Experts also note that approximately half of undocumented immigrants in the U.S. did not surreptitiously enter, but rather "entered through official crossing points[image: External link], either by overstaying visas[image: External link], using fraudulent documents, or being smuggled[image: External link] past the border".[28]
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 Mass deportation of undocumented immigrants




In August 2015, during his campaign, Trump proposed the mass deportation[image: External link] of undocumented immigrants as part of his immigration policy.[37][38][39] During his first town hall campaign meeting in Derry, New Hampshire[image: External link], Trump said that if he were to win the election, then on "[d]ay 1 of my presidency, undocumented immigrants are getting out and getting out fast".[40]

Trump has proposed a "Deportation Force" to carry out this plan, modeled after the 1950s-era "Operation Wetback[image: External link]" program during the Eisenhower[image: External link] administration that ended following a congressional investigation.[38][39][41] Historian Mae Ngai[image: External link] of Columbia University[image: External link], who has studied the program, has said that the military-style operation was both inhumane and ineffective.[39][41]

According to analysts, Trump's mass-deportation plan would encounter legal and logistical difficulties, since U.S. immigration courts[image: External link] already face large backlogs.[38] Such a program would also impose a fiscal cost; the fiscally conservative American Action Forum[image: External link] policy group estimates that deporting every undocumented immigrant would cause a slump of $381.5 billion to $623.2 billion in private sector output, amounting to roughly a loss of 2% of U.S. GDP.[42] Doug Holtz-Eakin[image: External link], the group's president, has said that the mass deportation of 11 million people would "harm the economy in ways it would normally not be harmed".[38]

In June 2016, Trump stated on Twitter that "I have never liked the media term 'mass deportation'—but we must enforce the laws of the land!"[43][44] Later in June, Trump stated that he would not characterize his immigration policies as including "mass deportations".[45] However, on August 31, 2016, contrary to earlier reports of a "softening" in his stance,[23][46][47] Trump laid out a 10-step plan reaffirming his hardline positions. He reiterated that all undocumented immigrants are "subject to deportation" with priority given to undocumented immigrants who have committed significant crimes and those who have overstayed visas. He noted that all those seeking legalization would have to go home and re-enter the country legally.[31][48]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Proposed Muslim immigration ban




Trump frequently revised proposals to ban Muslim immigration to the United States in the course of his presidential campaign.[6] In late July 2016, NBC News characterized his position as: "Ban all Muslims, and maybe other people from countries with a history of terrorism, but just don't say 'Muslims'."[6] (Rudy Giuliani said on Fox News that Trump tasked him to craft a "Muslim ban" and asked Giuliani to form a committee to show him "the right way to do it legally".[49][50] The committee, which included former U.S. Attorney General and Chief Judge of the Southern District of New York[image: External link] Michael Mukasey[image: External link], and Reps. Mike McCaul[image: External link] and Peter T. King[image: External link], decided to drop the religious basis and instead focused on regions where Giuliani says that there is "substantial evidence that people are sending terrorists" to the United States.[50])

In December 2015, Trump proposed a temporary ban on foreign Muslims entering the United States[image: External link] (the U.S. admits approximately 100,000 Muslim immigrants each year)[51] "until we can figure out what's going on".[52][53][54][55] In response to the 2015 San Bernardino shooting[image: External link], Trump released a statement on "Preventing Muslim Immigration" and called for "a total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States until our country's representatives can figure out what the hell is going on".[56] In a December 2015 interview, the host Willie Geist[image: External link] repeatedly questioned Trump if airline representatives, customs agents or border guards would ask a person's religion. Trump responded that they would and if the person said they were Muslim, they will be denied entry into the country.[57]

Trump cited President Franklin Delano Roosevelt[image: External link]'s use during World War II[image: External link] of the Alien and Sedition Acts[image: External link] to issue presidential proclamations[image: External link] for rounding up, holding, and deporting German[image: External link], Japanese[image: External link], and Italian[image: External link] alien immigrants, and noted that Roosevelt was highly respected and had highways named after him.[58][59][60][61] Trump stated that he did not agree with Roosevelt's internment of Japanese Americans[image: External link], and clarified that the proposal would not apply to Muslims who were U.S. citizens or to Muslims who were serving in the U.S. military.[62][63]

In May 2016, Trump retreated slightly from his call for a Muslim ban, calling it "merely an idea, not a proposal".[64] On June 13, 2016, he reformulated the ban so that it would be geographical, not religious, applying to "areas of the world where there is a proven history of terrorism against the United States, Europe or our allies".[64][65] Two hours later, he claimed that ban was only for nations "tied to Islamic terror".[64] In June 2016, he also stated that he would allow Muslims from allies like the United Kingdom to enter the United States.[64] In May 2016, Trump said "There will always be exceptions" to the ban, when asked how the ban would apply to London's newly elected mayor Sadiq Khan[image: External link].[66] A spokesman for Sadiq Khan said in response that Trump's views were "ignorant, divisive and dangerous" and play into the hands of extremists.[67]

In June 2016, Trump expanded his proposed ban on Muslim immigration to the United States to cover immigration from areas with a history of terrorism.[68] Specifically, Trump stated, "When I am elected, I will suspend immigration from areas of the world when there is a proven history of terrorism against the United States, Europe, or our allies, until we understand how to end these threats."[68] According to lawyers and legal scholars cited in a New York Times report, the president has the power to carry out the plan but it would take an ambitious and likely time-consuming bureaucratic effort, and make sweeping use of executive authority.[69] Immigration analysts also noted that the implementation of Trump's plan could "prompt a wave of retaliation against American citizens traveling and living abroad".[69] In July 2016, Trump described his proposal as encompassing "any nation that has been compromised by terrorism".[70] Trump later referred to the reformulation as "extreme vetting".[71]

When asked in July 2016 about his proposal to restrict immigration from areas with high levels of terrorism, Trump insisted that it was not a "rollback" of his initial proposal to ban all Muslim immigrants.[72] He said, "In fact, you could say it's an expansion. I'm looking now at territory."[72] When asked if his new proposal meant that there would be greater checks on immigration from countries that have been compromised by terrorism, such as France, Germany and Spain, Trump answered, "It's their own fault, because they've allowed people over years to come into their territory."[73][74]

On August 15, 2016, Trump suggested that "extreme views" would be grounds to be thrown out of the U.S., saying he would deport Seddique Mateen, the father of Omar Mateen[image: External link] (the gunman in the 2016 Orlando nightclub shooting[image: External link]), who has expressed support for the Taliban[image: External link].[75][76][77] On 31 August, during a speech in Phoenix, Trump said he would form a commission to study which regions or countries he would suspend immigration from, noting that Syria and Libya would be high on that list.[78][79][80] Jeff Sessions an advisor to Trump's campaign on immigration at the time said the Trump campaign’s plan was “the best laid out law enforcement plan to fix this country’s immigration system that’s been stated in this country maybe forever”.[81] During confirmation-hearing testimony, he acknowledged supporting vetting based on “areas where we have an unusually high risk of terrorists coming in”; Sessions acknowledged the DOJ would need to evaluate such a plan if it were outside the “Constitutional order.”[82]
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Trump has proposed making it more difficult for asylum-seekers and refugees to enter the United States[image: External link], and making the e-Verify[image: External link] system mandatory for employers.[22]
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 Syrian refugees




See also: Refugees of the Syrian Civil War[image: External link]


Trump has on several occasions expressed opposition to allowing Syrian refugees into the U.S.—saying they could be the "ultimate Trojan horse[image: External link]"[83]—and has proposed deporting back[image: External link] to Syria refugees settled in the U.S.[84][85] By September 2015, Trump had expressed support for taking in some Syrian refugees[84][86] and praised Germany's decision to take in Syrian refugees[image: External link].[87]

On a number of occasions in 2015, Trump asserted that "If you're from Syria and you're a Christian[image: External link], you cannot come into this country, and they're the ones that are being decimated. If you are Islamic ... it's hard to believe, you can come in so easily." PolitiFact[image: External link] rated Trump's claim as "false" and found it to be "wrong on its face", citing the fact that 3 percent of the refugees from Syria have been Christian (although they represent 10 percent of the Syrian population) and finding that the U.S. government is not discriminating against Christians as a matter of official policy.[88]

In May 2016 interview with Bill O'Reilly, Trump stated "Look, we are at war with these people and they don't wear uniforms..... This is a war against people that are vicious, violent people, that we have no idea who they are, where they come from. We are allowing tens of thousands of them into our country now." Politifact ruled this statement "pants on fire", stating that the U.S. is on track to accept 100,000 refugees in 2017, but there is no evidence that tens of thousands of them are terrorists.[89]
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Main articles: Executive Order 13769, Reactions to Executive Order 13769[image: External link], Legal challenges to Executive Order 13769[image: External link], and Executive Order 13780


On January 27, 2017, Trump signed an executive order (Number 13769), titled "Protecting the Nation From Terrorist Attacks by Foreign Nationals[image: External link]", that suspended entry for citizens of seven countries for 90 days: Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria[image: External link] and Yemen, totaling more than 134 million people.[90] The order also stopped the admission of refugees of the Syrian Civil War[image: External link] indefinitely, and the entry of all refugees to the United States for 120 days.[91] Refugees who were on their way to the United States when the order was signed were stopped and detained at airports.[92]

Implicated by this order is 8 U.S.C. Sec. 1182 “Whenever the President finds that the entry of any aliens or of any class of aliens into the United States would be detrimental to the interests of the United States, he may by proclamation, and for such period as he shall deem necessary, suspend the entry of all aliens or any class of aliens as immigrants or nonimmigrants, or impose on the entry of aliens any restrictions he may deem to be appropriate.” 8 U.S. Code § 1182 (Section 212(f) of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952).

Critics argue that Congress later restricted this power in 1965, stating plainly that no person could be “discriminated against in the issuance of an immigrant visa because of the person’s race, sex, nationality, place of birth or place of residence.” (8 U.S. Code § 1152) The only exceptions are those provided for by Congress (such as the preference for Cuban asylum seekers).[93]

Many legal challenges to the order were brought immediately after its issuance: from January 28 to January 31, almost 50 cases were filed in federal courts.[94] Some courts, in turn, granted temporary relief, including a nationwide temporary restraining order[image: External link] (TRO) that bars the enforcement of major parts of the executive order.[95][96] The Trump administration is appealing the TRO.[96]

On March 6, 2017, Trump signed a revised executive order, that, among other differences with the original order, excluded Iraq, visa-holders, and permanent residents from the temporary suspension and did not differentiate Syrian refugees from refugees from other countries.[97]
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Main article: Executive Order 13768[image: External link]


On January 25, 2017, Trump signed Executive Order 13768[image: External link] which, among other things, significantly increased the number of immigrants considered a priority for deportation. Previously, under Obama, an immigrant ruled removable would only be considered a priority to actually be physically deported if they, in addition to being removable, were convicted of serious crimes such as felonies or multiple misdemeanors. Under the Trump administration, such an immigrant can be considered a priority to be removed even if convicted only of minor crimes, or even if merely accused of such criminal activity.[98] Guadalupe Garcia de Rayos, who came undocumented to the United States when she was 14, may have become the first person deported under the terms of this order on February 9, 2017. Garcia de Rayos had previously been convicted of felony criminal impersonation related to her use of a falsified Social Security card to work at an Arizona water park. This conviction had not been considered serious enough, under Obama, to actually remove her from the country, although she was required to check in regularly with ICE[image: External link] officials, which she had done regularly since 2008. The first time she checked in with ICE officials after the new executive order took effect, however, led to her detention and physical removal from the country. Greg Stanton[image: External link], the Mayor of Phoenix commented that "Rather than tracking down violent criminals and drug dealers, ICE is spending its energy deporting a woman with two American children who has lived here for more than two decades and poses a threat to nobody."[99] ICE officials said that her case went through multiple reviews in the immigration court system and that the "judges held she did not have a legal basis to remain in the US".[100]

The Washington Post reported on 10 February 2017 that federal agents had begun to conduct sweeping immigration enforcement raids in at least six states.[101]

Federal Reserve officials have warned that Trump's immigration restrictions will likely have an adverse impact on the economy. Immigration is a core component of economic growth, they have said.[102]
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Social policy of Donald Trump






President Donald Trump describes himself as pro-life and generally opposes abortion with some exceptions: rape, incest, and circumstances endangering the health of the mother.[1] He has said that he is committed to appointing justices who may overturn the ruling in Roe v. Wade.[2] Trump personally opposes same-sex marriage but said after the election that he considers the nationwide legality of same-sex marriage a "settled" issue with the Obergefell v. Hodges ruling.[2][3] This appeared to contradict some of his campaign statements, where he said he would "strongly consider" appointing justices to overturn this decision.[4][5]

Trump supports a broad interpretation of the Second Amendment and says he is opposed to gun control in general,[6][7] although his views have shifted over time.[8] Trump opposes legalizing recreational marijuana but supports legalizing medical marijuana.[9] He favors capital punishment,[10][11] as well as the use of waterboarding.[12][13]
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Trump's views on abortion[image: External link] have changed significantly between 1999 when he was "very" pro-choice[image: External link] and would neither ban abortion nor "partial-birth abortion[image: External link]", and his 2016 presidential campaign where he repeatedly described himself as pro-life (more specifically "pro-life with exceptions"), suggested that women who have abortions should face some sort of punishment (a view he quickly retracted), and pledged to appoint pro-life justices to the Supreme Court.[14][15][16][17][18][19][20]

In October 1999, Trump said, "I am very pro-choice" and "I believe in choice."[17] He said that he hated the "concept of abortion," but would not ban abortion or the procedure sometimes called "partial-birth abortion."[17] Later that year, Trump gave interviews stating "I'm totally pro-choice" and "I want to see the abortion issue removed from politics. I believe it is a personal decision that should be left to the women and their doctors."[14]
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 2016 presidential campaign




While campaigning for the presidency in 2016, Trump stated "I'm pro-life and I've been pro-life a long time" and acknowledged that he had "evolved" on the issue.[15] CNN reported that Trump "dodged questions testing the specificity of those views."[15] In August 2015, Trump said that he supported a government shutdown[image: External link] over federal funding for Planned Parenthood[image: External link] (which receives federal funding for the health services it provides to 2.7 million people annually, but is barred by federal law from using federal funds for abortion-related procedures).[21] In March 2016, Trump said that Planned Parenthood should not be funded "as long as you have the abortion going on," but acknowledged that "Planned Parenthood has done very good work for many, many -- for millions of women."[22] Planned Parenthood said in a statement that "Trump presidency would be a disaster for women" and criticized Trump's claim that "he'd be great for women while in the same breath pledging to block them from accessing care at Planned Parenthood."[22]

In an interview later that month, Trump acknowledged that there must be "some form" of punishment for women if abortion were made illegal in the U.S. Trump issued a statement later that day reversing his position from earlier by saying, "the doctor or any other person performing this illegal act upon a woman would be held legally responsible, not the woman."[19][23][24] Trump has said that abortion should be legal in cases involving "rape, incest or the life of the mother being at risk."[16]

In May 2016, when asked if he would appoint Supreme Court justices who would overturn Roe v. Wade, Trump stated: "Well, they'll be pro-life. And we'll see about overturning, but I will appoint judges that will be pro-life." In the same interview, Trump stated of the anti-abortion cause[image: External link]: "I will protect it, and the biggest way you can protect is through the Supreme Court."[18] The Susan B. Anthony List[image: External link], an anti-abortion group, praised Trump's list of potential Supreme Court nominees as "exceptionally strong," while the abortion-rights group NARAL Pro-Choice America[image: External link] called the candidates on the list "a woman's worst nightmare."[25] Trump has also pledged to sign legislation from Congress banning abortion at the 20-week mark.[26]
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 Presidency




In his first interview following his designation as president-elect, Trump affirmed his pledge to appoint pro-life Supreme Court justices. He said that if Roe v. Wade were overturned, the issue would be returned to the states, and that if some states outlawed abortion, a woman would "have to go to another state" to obtain an abortion.[27]

In January 24, days after being sworn in, Trump issued an executive order reinstating the Mexico City policy (also called the "global gag rule"). Under the policy, international non-governmental organizations[image: External link] that "offer or promote abortions as part of their family planning services" are barred from receiving funds from the U.S. Agency for International Development[image: External link] (USAID).[28]
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Trump has on several occasions suggested that Christians[image: External link] are being discriminated against, for instance, stating that "Christianity is under tremendous siege."[29] He has vowed to end an IRS rule[image: External link] that prohibits tax-exempted non-profits from campaigning on behalf of candidates, believing the rule undermines Christian influence in U.S. politics: "we have more Christians than we have men or women in our country and we don’t have a lobby because they’re afraid to have a lobby because they don’t want to lose their tax status... So I am going to work like hell to get rid of that prohibition and we’re going to have the strongest Christian lobby and it's going to happen."[30][31] Trump has suggested that he is being audited by the IRS "maybe because of the fact that I'm a strong Christian."[32] He has suggested that he would have an easier time getting a ban on Christian immigrants passed than one on Muslims.[29]

Trump has been critical of department stores that do not greet their customers with "merry Christmas", stating that things will change if he gets elected president: "I'll tell you one thing: I get elected president, we're going to be saying 'merry Christmas' again. Just remember that."[29]
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 Johnson Amendment




In his February 2017 address at the National Prayer Breakfast[image: External link], Trump stated: "I will get rid of and totally destroy the Johnson Amendment[image: External link]." The Johnson Amendment is a provision of U.S. law that bars section 501(c) tax-exempt organizations[image: External link] from endorsing political candidates or participating in partisan campaigns.[33][34]
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In October 2015, Trump stated that "you have to be careful with" paid family leave[image: External link] as it could impact keeping "our country very competitive".[35] However, in several policy proposals which were created in part by his daughter Ivanka in September of that year, Trump guaranteed six weeks paid maternity leave to mothers who do not already receive leave from their employers[36] in the first paid maternity leave plan from a Republican presidential nominee.[37] However, Trump's proposals were criticized by opponents as hypocritical in light of Trump's previous comments on women,[38] and for being sexist in assuming that women were their children's sole caregivers.[36] Josh Levs[image: External link] in Time magazine wrote that "Policies that only allow women time off end up hurting women by pushing women to stay home and men to stay at work, reinforcing our anachronistic Mad Men[image: External link]-era work cultures."[39]
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Trump has called for police to arrest those who protest at his rallies, saying that fear of an "arrest mark" that would "ruin the rest of their lives" would be a deterrent and that then "we're not going to have any more protesters, folks."[40] Geoffrey R. Stone[image: External link], a professor at the University of Chicago Law School[image: External link], notes that opponents and disruptive individuals may be removed from Trump rallies consistent with the First Amendment[image: External link], but opponents have a First Amendment right to protest Trump outside the venue.[41] Stone writes that it is unclear whether it would be consistent with the First Amendment for Trump to "order the removal of those who oppose his candidacy from his political rallies if he does not announce in advance that they are open only to his supporters," noting that the answer to this question depends not on the First Amendment, but on the nature of open invitations in the law of trespass[image: External link].[41]

Trump has said that if elected, he would loosen defamation[image: External link] laws so that when journalists write "purposely negative and horrible and false articles, we can sue them and win lots of money." The Associated Press reported that this proposal to weaken the First Amendment[image: External link] protections for the press is at odds with "widely held conceptions of constitutional law." The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press[image: External link] and other First Amendment advocates condemned Trump's proposal, which would make it easier to win lawsuits accusing newspapers of libel[image: External link].[42]

Trump has expressed support for adopting English-style defamation laws[image: External link] in the U.S.; under UK law, it is easier for plaintiffs to sue newspapers and other media outlets.[43][44] In 2016, the American Bar Association[image: External link] (ABA)'s committee on media law created a report that was critical of Trump's support for expansive defamation laws and his use of libel suits in the past. The committee concluded that Trump was "a 'libel bully' who had filed many meritless suits attacking his opponents and had never won in court."[45] The ABA's leadership blocked the report from being issued; the organization did not contest the committee's conclusions, but expressed concern about the possibility of being sued by Trump.[45]

On the campaign trail in 2015 and 2016, Trump has frequently "railed against" the press, referring to the media as "the most dishonest people" and "absolute scum."[46] The Trump campaign has barred reporters (from Politico, The New York Times, The Des Moines Register[image: External link], The Huffington Post, and Univision[image: External link], among others) from its campaign events, "often in the wake of critical coverage."[46] In October 2016, NBC News reportedly held off on airing a video of Trump making lewd and disparaging remarks about women due to concerns that Trump would sue the network.[47]
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According to the Chicago Tribune, Trump has not addressed the gender pay gap in his 2016 presidential bid (as of July 2016).[48] According to the Tribune, "Trump's past statements on women in the workplace have included calling pregnancy 'an inconvenience' and telling a voter in New Hampshire last year that women will receive the same pay as men 'if they do as good a job.'"[48] Furthermore, Trump has taken actions which CNN claims to be singling out working women. On March 27, Trump revoked the 2014 Fair Pay and Safe Workplaces order then-President Barack Obama put in place to ensure that companies with federal contracts comply with 14 labor and civil rights laws.[49]
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Rea Carey[image: External link], the executive director of the National LGBTQ Task Force[image: External link], has described Trump's public statements on LGBT issues as "confusing and conflicting."[50] During his campaign for the presidency, Trump did not emphasize the issue and at times gave ambiguous answers.[51][52] Within the Republican Party, Trump was viewed as having a more accepting view of LGBT people.[51] Trump said that he was a supporter of "traditional marriage" but that the decision on whether to allow same-sex couples to marry should be determined state by state.[53] At one point in the campaign, Trump said that "he would 'strongly consider' appointing Supreme Court justices who would overturn same-sex marriage." Later in the campaign, he held a rainbow flag[image: External link] onstage in Greeley, Colorado[image: External link] to appeal to his gay supporters.[50] Soon after his election, Trump said that the law on same-sex marriage was settled "and I'm fine with that."[53]
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In a February 2000 interview with The Advocate[image: External link], Trump said he supported amending the Civil Rights Act of 1964[image: External link] to include the category of sexual orientation[image: External link] and supported federal hate crime legislation that would cover sexual orientation[image: External link].[54]

Trump has offered qualified support for the First Amendment Defense Act[image: External link], which aims to protect those who oppose same-sex marriage[image: External link] based on their religious beliefs from action by the federal government, such as revocation of tax-exempt status, grants, loans, benefits, or employment.[55] Trump said, "If Congress considers the First Amendment Defense Act a priority, then I will do all I can to make sure it comes to my desk for signatures and enactment."[56][57]

In April 2015, when asked about the Indiana's Religious Freedom Restoration Act[image: External link], Trump responded that Indiana Governor (and future running mate) Mike Pence "didn't do a good job. He wasn't clear in what he said." Trump then asserted that religious freedom and nondiscrimination aren't "mutually exclusive."[58]

In April 2016, Trump criticized North Carolina's North Carolina House Bill 2[image: External link], which eliminates all private employment and public accommodation anti-discrimination laws not covered by statewide law, and legislates that in government buildings, individuals may only use restrooms and changing facilities that correspond to the sex on their birth certificates[image: External link], saying: "North Carolina did something that was very strong and they're paying a big price. ... You leave it the way it is. There have been very few complaints the way it is. People go, they use the bathroom they feel is appropriate, there has been so little trouble, and the problem with what happened in North Carolina is the strife, and the economic punishment that they're taking."[59][60] Trump stated: "I fully understand if they [North Carolina] want to go through, but they are losing business and they are having a lot of people come out against."[61] The bill is controversial because it prevents transgender people who do not or cannot alter their birth certificates from using the restroom consistent with their gender identity[image: External link].[62][63][64][65] Later that April, Trump took the position that states have the right to enact such legislation and that the federal government should not become involved.[66] He did not express an opinion on whether the law was right or wrong.[61] In July 2016, Trump again emphasized a states' rights approach regarding HB2,[67][68] saying, "The state, they know what's going on, they see what's happening and generally speaking I’m with the state on things like this. I’ve spoken with your governor, I’ve spoken with a lot of people and I’m going with the state."[67][66]
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In a February 2000 interview with The Advocate, Trump stated in response to the murder of Matthew Shepard[image: External link] and James Byrd[image: External link] that he wanted a more "tolerant society" and he would "absolutely" support hate crime legislation[image: External link] on the basis of their race[image: External link], ethnicity[image: External link], and sexual orientation[image: External link].[69]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 LGBT military service




In an October 1999 appearance on Meet the Press, Trump said gays openly serving in the military[image: External link] was "not something that would disturb me."[17] At a rally in October 2016, Trump called the open military service of transgender Americans a result of a "political correct military" and said that he would "very strongly" defer to the recommendations of top military officers on the issue of transgender military personnel.[70]
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In 2000, Trump stated "he believes that marriage is between a man and a woman."[51] During his 2016 campaign for the presidency, he said that he supported "traditional marriage"[3] and opposed same-sex marriage.[71]

In June 2015, when asked about the Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link] ruling, he said: "I would have preferred states, you know, making the decision and I let that be known. But they made the decision. ... So, at a certain point you have to be realistic about it."[72] Later, in the run up to the Iowa caucuses on February 1, 2016, Trump stated that if elected he would strongly consider appointing Supreme Court justices that would overturn Obergefell.[73][74] When asked if gay couples should be able access the same benefits as married couples[image: External link], Trump said that his "attitude on it has not been fully formed."[75] The Advocate[image: External link], an American LGBT[image: External link]-interest magazine, characterized Trump's Supreme Court picks as "LGBT-unfriendly," noting that "not all have ruled in LGBT rights cases, but those who have are largely unsympathetic, and some have the backing of anti-LGBT activists."[76]

In November 2016, shortly after the presidential election, Trump told Lesley Stahl[image: External link] on 60 Minutes that his personal view on same-sex marriage was "irrelevant" and that he was "fine with" same-sex marriage, stating that the issue was "settled" in the Obergefell decision.[53][77] Some, however, are taking a skeptical view over this particular position on same-sex marriage that Trump has taken.[78]
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Trump is the first Republican presidential nominee to mention the LGBT community at a Republican National Convention acceptance speech,[79] saying in his acceptance speech at the 2016 Republican National Convention: "As your president, I will do everything in my power to protect our LGBTQ citizens from the violence and oppression of a hateful foreign ideology"—a reference to fundamentalist Islam[image: External link].[80]
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 Presidency




On January 30, 2017, Donald Trump and the White House stated that they would keep in place a 2014 executive order from the Obama administration which created federal workplace protections for LGBT people, with the White House released a statement saying that the President was "respectful and supportive of LGBTQ rights" and noted that he was the first Republican nominee to raise the issue in his acceptance speech as the 2016 Republican National Convention.[81]

In February 2017, Trump's Justice Department withdrew a motion that had previously been filed by the Justice Department, "seeking to allow transgender students in public schools to use the restroom with which they identify." The move, which occurred within two days of Jeff Sessions becoming U.S. Attorney General, was condemned by the Human Rights Campaign[image: External link], an LGBT rights advocacy group.[82]

Also in February, the Trump administration kept U.S. diplomat Randy W. Berry[image: External link] in his position as the State Department's Special Envoy for the Human Rights of LGBTI Persons, a post created in 2015 under the Obama administration. This move surprised pro-LGBT rights groups such as GLAAD[image: External link] and was a defeat for Christian right groups such as the Family Research Council[image: External link], which "implored Trump to launch a major purge of pro-LGBT diplomats inside Foggy Bottom."[83]
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Trump signed a pledge in July 2016 that he would work to combat both legal pornography[image: External link] and illegal pornography, such as child pornography[image: External link].[84] In the pledge, put forth by the anti-pornography group[image: External link] Enough Is Enough[image: External link], Trump promised to "give serious consideration to appointing a Presidential Commission to examine the harmful public health impact of Internet pornography on youth, families and the American culture and the prevention of the sexual exploitation of children in the digital age."[84]
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 Privacy, encryption, and electronic surveillance




See also: Mass surveillance in the United States[image: External link] and FBI–Apple encryption dispute[image: External link]


On National Security Agency (NSA) surveillance, Trump says that he "tends to err on the side of security" over privacy. Trump supports bringing back now-expired provisions of the Patriot Act[image: External link] to allow for the NSA to collect and store bulk telephone metadata[image: External link].[85][86] Trump said: "I assume that when I pick up my telephone, people are listening to my conversations anyway."[86]

In February 2016, Trump urged his supporters to boycott[image: External link] Apple Inc.[image: External link] unless the company agrees to build a custom backdoor[image: External link] for the FBI to unlock the password-protected iPhone[image: External link] connected to one of the perpetrators of the 2015 San Bernardino shooting[image: External link], a move that Apple argues would threaten the security and privacy of its users.[87] Trump himself still uses his iPhone to send out tweets.[88]
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Trump's views on race have been incredibly influential in American politics, particularly in Republican Party politics. He is consistent in finding no fault on the part of law enforcement when it clashes with racial minorities and in dismissing contrary evidence. As of April 2017, Trump's most consequential policy having to do with race was Executive Order 13769, which blocked Muslims from seven countries from entering the United States.[89]

Trump has criticized the Black Lives Matter[image: External link] movement and accuses President Obama of "dividing America."[90] Trump has said that if elected president, he might direct his Attorney General[image: External link] to look into the Black Lives Matter movement.[91] When asked if he believes there to be a racial divide[image: External link] in America, Trump answered, "Sadly, there would seem to be...and it's probably not been much worse at any time." When asked if he believes police treat African Americans differently than whites, Trump answered, "It could be."[92] Trump describes the police killings of Alton Sterling[image: External link] and Philando Castile[image: External link] as "tough to watch" and criticized the "terrible, disgusting performance" by police.[90] Trump said that he could relate to the systemic bias African Americans faced against whites, saying, "even against me the system is rigged when I ran ... for president." When asked if he could understand the experience of being African American, Trump replied, "I would like to say yes, but you really can't unless you are African American. You can't truly understand what's going on unless you are African American. I would like to say yes, however."[93]

On November 19, 2015, a week after the November 2015 Paris attacks, when asked if he would implement a database system to track Muslims in the United States[image: External link], Trump said: "I would certainly implement that. Absolutely. There should be a lot of systems, beyond databases. We should have a lot of systems." On November 21, Trump clarified that he doesn't support any registry of Muslims in the US and said that his earlier supportive remarks for surveilling Muslims were due to efforts by news media to entrap him. He however said that he would order "surveillance of certain mosques" to combat "Islamic extremism[image: External link]".[94][95] Trump said, "We’ve had it before and we’ll have it again", alluding to the New York Police Department’s use of informants in mosques after the Sept. 11 attacks. Trump also spoke in favor of a database on Syrian refugees without clarifying how it would be different from the records already kept by federal agencies.[94] Trump's support for a database of American Muslims "drew sharp rebukes from his Republican presidential rivals and disbelief from legal experts."[96] Trump justified his proposals by repeatedly saying that he recalled "thousands and thousands of people ... cheering" in Jersey City, New Jersey[image: External link], when the World Trade Center[image: External link] towers fell on September 11, 2001[image: External link].[95][97] PolitiFact noted that this statement was false and gave it a "Pants on Fire" rating. It reported that the rating was based on some debunked rumors and also that there were only eight people (suggested by unproven media reports) purported to be seen cheering, as opposed to Trump’s claim of "thousands and thousands".[98][99][96][100][101] Jersey City Mayor Steve Fulop[image: External link] called Trump's claim "absurd" and said that Trump "has memory issues or willfully distorts the truth."[102]
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 Rights of the accused




In a 1989 interview with Larry King[image: External link], Trump stated: "The problem with our society is the victim has absolutely no rights and the criminal has unbelievable rights" and that "maybe hate is what we need if we're gonna get something done."[103]

In 2016, Trump decried the fact that Ahmad Khan Rahami[image: External link], a U.S. citizen charged in connection with the bombings in New York and New Jersey[image: External link], would be provided with medical treatment and the right to counsel[image: External link], calling this "sad."[104][105]

At the second presidential debate, which took place in October 2016, Trump said that if he was "in charge of the law of our country," rival presidential contender Hillary Clinton would "be in jail."[106] In the same debate, Trump also pledged that if elected, he would direct his attorney general to appoint a special prosecutor[image: External link] to "look into" Clinton.[106] Clinton campaign manager Robby Mook[image: External link] called the remark "chilling" and said: "Trump thinks that the presidency is like some banana republic[image: External link] dictatorship where you can lock up your political opponents."[106] The remark was viewed as part of "a litany of statements [Trump] has made during the campaign that many legal specialists have portrayed as a threat to the rule of law."[107] The remark was condemned by a number of prominent Republican lawyers, such as Paul K. Charlton[image: External link], Marc Jimenez, and Peter Zeidenberg[image: External link],[108] as well as David B. Rivkin[image: External link] and Michael Chertoff[image: External link].[107] Trump campaign manager Kellyanne Conway said that the "jail" comment was merely "a quip."[108]

Later that October, Trump spoke fondly of the "Lock her up" chants at his rally, saying “Lock her up is right.”[109] He also said that Clinton's legal representatives "have to go to jail".[110] However, in November, after the election, Trump told reporters from the New York Times that he would not recommend prosecution of Clinton, saying that it was "just not something (he) feel(s) very strongly about" and suggesting that Clinton had "suffered greatly".[111] He repeated this stance in public at a rally in Michigan the following month, responding to "Lock her up" chants from the crowd by saying: "That plays great before the election - now we don't care, right?".[112]
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 Trying U.S. citizens in military tribunals




In August 2016, Trump said that he "would be fine" with trying U.S. citizens[image: External link] accused of terrorism in military tribunals[image: External link] at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base[image: External link] at Guantánamo Bay[image: External link], Cuba.[113] Under current federal law (specifically, the Military Commissions Act of 2006[image: External link]), trying U.S. citizens at military commissions is illegal; only "alien unlawful enemy combatants" may be tried in such commissions.[113][114]
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 Use of torture to procure information




In February 2016, Trump said that he approved of the use of waterboarding and "a hell of a lot worse."[12] He said that " torture[image: External link] works" and called waterboarding a “minor form” of torture. Speaking with Sean Hannity on Fox News on January 26, 2017, Trump termed waterboarding “just short of torture,” and said, “I will tell you, though, it works. And I just spoke to people who told me it worked, and that’s what they do.” However, he said that he would rely on the advice of his defense secretary, James Mattis and others and, “If they don’t wanna do, that’s fine. If they do wanna do, then I will work for that end.” [115]
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 Voter fraud, voter ID laws, and false claims about "rigged elections"




Trump opposes same-day voter registration, supports voter identification laws, asserted that Obama won in 2012 due to voter fraud, has charged that the election system would be rigged against him in the 2016 race, and has equivocated on whether he would accept the outcome of the 2016 election.

Trump has asserted that America's "voting system is out of control," alleging that "you have people, in my opinion, that are voting many, many times," even though the number of cases of voter fraud[image: External link] in the U.S. is minuscule.[116] Trump opposes same-day voter registration[image: External link], alleging that this allows non-citizens to vote in U.S. elections and that voting laws should prevent people from "[sneaking] in through the cracks."[117] PolitiFact ruled Trump's claim about voter fraud false, noting that according to experts, "there is no additional risk of noncitizens casting ballots in states with same-day voter registration, nor is there any evidence that this occurs."[117]

While he has repeatedly charged during his candidacy that the election system is rigged against him, Trump's statements became bolder and more specific in August 2016.[118] He alleged that the only way he would only lose Pennsylvania if "cheating goes on", and that voters will cast their ballots "15 times" for Clinton without voter ID laws[image: External link].[118] The Wall Street Journal notes that several voter ID laws have been struck down in several states recently, with courts ruling that they unfairly discriminate against minority voters, and that "there is no evidence of widespread voter fraud occurring in recent U.S. elections."[118] According to Dartmouth[image: External link] political scientist Brendan Nyhan[image: External link], Trump's rhetoric "threatens the norms of American elections and could provoke a damaging reaction among his supporters."[119]

In the September 2016 presidential debate, when asked if he would honor the outcome of the election, Trump said that he "absolutely" would.[120][121] Four days later, Trump appeared to have reconsidered his statement from the debate, saying "We’re going to have to see. We’re going to see what happens. We’re going to have to see."[120][121] In early- and mid-October 2016, Trump repeatedly claimed that the election was "rigged" and alleged that the media coordinated with the Clinton campaign, citing Alec Baldwin's portrayal[image: External link] of him on Saturday Night Live[image: External link].[122] In October 2016, after early voting and voting by mail had begun in many states, Trump claimed, without evidence, that ""The election is absolutely being rigged" at "many polling places."[123][122] That same month, Trump asserted, also without evidence, that the federal government was allowing illegal immigrants to come into the U.S. so they can vote.[124] PolitiFact found Trump's claim of "large scale voter fraud" false, giving it a "Pants-on-fire" rating.[125]

Trump has claimed that "dead people voted for President Obama" and that "dead voters... helped get President Obama elected."[126][127] On election night 2012, Trump expressed skepticism about Obama's victory, saying, among other things, "This election is a total sham and a travesty. We are not a democracy!"[128][129][130]

Since his election in November 2016—in which he won the electoral college but received 2.8 million fewer votes nationally than Clinton—Trump has repeatedly insisted, without evidence, that he actually won the popular vote if one excludes "3 to 5 million illegal votes" cast for his opponent.[131][132] This claim is false.[133] After taking office, Trump said he would launch a major investigation into these unsubstantiated allegations, and appointing his Vice President, Mike Pence, to head a White House commission to do so.[134][135] Trump, however, "has yet to keep his long-standing promise to issue executive actions ordering an investigation" into his claims of fraud.[135]
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 Women in the military




In 2013, Trump questioned the wisdom of allowing women to serve, linking gender-integrated forces with higher rates of sexual assault "26,000 unreported sexual assults in the military-only 238 convictions. What did these geniuses expect when they put men & women together?"[136][137][138][139][140][141] In 2014, Trump stated that it was "bedlam" to bring women into the army.[139] In August 2015, Trump said he would support women in combat roles[image: External link] "because they're really into it and some of them are really, really good."[142]
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Marijuana policy of the Donald Trump Administration






Marijuana and the rights of individual states to legalize recreational and medical marijuana was an issue of President Donald Trump's presidential campaign, and he formally stated during his campaign that he believed states should have the right to manage their own policies with regard to medical and recreational marijuana. [1][2]

Following his election, he reversed his position on recreational marijuana and stated he believed medical marijuana should be allowed but stated the Federal Government may seek legal resolutions for those states which regulate the growth and sale of recreational marijuana. [3][4]

Sean Spicer, White House press secretary stated at a news conference on February 23, 2017, "There is a big difference between the medical use … that's very different from the recreational use, which is something the Department of Justice will be further looking into."[5] "There’s two distinct issues here: medical marijuana and recreational marijuana. I think medical marijuana, I’ve said before, that the president understands the pain and suffering that many people go through, who are facing especially terminal diseases, and the comfort that some of these drugs, including medical marijuana, can bring to them. And that’s one that Congress, through a rider in 2014, put an appropriations bill saying that the Department of Justice wouldn’t be funded to go after those folks."[6]
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Further information: History of medical cannabis[image: External link] and Medical cannabis in the United States[image: External link]


On February 23, 2017, Sean Spicer during a White House press conference stated that the United States Department of Justice may seek greater enforcement of marijuana legislation at the federal level against states who sponsor and distribute recreational marijuana.[7]

He went on to state that President Trump supports the legalization of medical marijuana for those who are suffering with a medical condition. Sean Spicer stated that the administration believed there was a link between recreational marijuana use and opiate abuse, despite the fact that current studies show the reverse and that marijuana use actually results in a lower incidence of opiate abuse.[8][9][3][4]

A signing statement[image: External link] on the 2017 federal budget was one of the first official statements on the administration's policies. In it, according to Bloomberg News, the President "signaled he may ignore a congressional ban on interfering with state medical marijuana laws". [10]
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 Response of the States




As of 2017, twenty-eight states have legalized marijuana for medical use. Alaska, California, Colorado, Maine, Massachusetts, Nevada, Oregon and Washington and the District of Columbia have legalized it for recreational use as well.[11] On April 19, 2017, the governors of Alaska, Colorado, Oregon and Washington sent a letter to the U.S. administration urging continuation of Federal policy under the Cole Memorandum[image: External link].[12]
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 Washington state




Washington State Attorney General Bob Ferguson[image: External link] stated Washington will defend its marijuana laws: “I will resist any efforts by the Trump administration to undermine the will of the voters in Washington state,” Ferguson said in an interview. On February 15, Ferguson and Governor Jay Inslee sent a letter to U.S. attorney general Jeff Sessions stating that illegal dealing in the State of Washington has been replaced with a tax-paying regulated industry, and the move has freed up law enforcement officers for other duties. “Given the limited resources available for marijuana law enforcement, a return to ‘full’ prohibition’ is highly unlikely to end the illicit production, trafficking and consumption of marijuana,” said Ferguson and Inslee in the letter.[13][14]
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 Nevada




Nevada Senate Majority Leader Aaron D. Ford[image: External link] called on the state’s attorney general to “vigorously defend” the state’s laws. “Not only did voters overwhelmingly vote to approve the legalization of recreational marijuana, the governor’s proposed education budget depends on tax revenue from recreational marijuana sales,” Ford said. “Any action by the Trump administration would be an insult to Nevada voters and would pick the pockets of Nevada’s students.”[14][15]
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 Oregon




On February 24, 2017 Senator Ron Wyden[image: External link] of Oregon[image: External link] stated, “The federal government needs to respect the decisions of Oregon voters. Instead the Trump administration is threatening states' rights, including the rights of one in five Americans who live in a state where marijuana is legal.” He stated he would ask the state to oppose federal government intrusion into the state.[16]
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The 2017 Riyadh summit ( Arabic[image: External link]: قمة الرياض 2017‎‎) was a series of three summits held on 20–21 May 2017 on the occasion of the visit of United States President Donald Trump to Saudi Arabia, his first trip overseas. The summit included one bilateral meeting, between the United States and Saudi Arabia, and two multilateral meetings, one between the members of the Gulf Cooperation Council[image: External link] and the other with Arab and Muslim countries.[1] Leaders and representatives of 55 Arab and Muslim countries were in attendance.[2]
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President Trump made his first foreign trip to Saudi Arabia arriving at King Khalid International Airport[image: External link] on May 20, where he met with King[image: External link] Salman[image: External link].[3][4][5] Trump then traveled to the Murabba Palace[image: External link], where the King awarded him the Collar of Abdulaziz Al Saud[image: External link].[6] Trump later visited the National Museum of Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[7] In the evening, Trump and the U.S. delegation took part in the traditional ardah[image: External link] sword dance.
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Main article: 2017 United States-Saudi Arabia arms deal


On May 20th, 2017, U.S. President Donald Trump signed a US $350 billion arms deal with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. [8][9][10] The arms deal was the largest in world history. [11][12][13] The transaction included tanks, combat ships missile defence systems, as well as radar, communications and cybersecurity technology. The transfer was widely seen as a counterbalance against the influence of Iran in the region. [14][15] The arms transfer was described by news outlets as a "significant" and "historic" expansion of United States relations with Saudi Arabia. [16][17][18][19][20]
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Trump met with GCC[image: External link] leaders the morning of May 21st.[1]
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King Salman and President Trump gave keynote addresses at the Arab Islamic American Summit. Trump called for Muslim leaders to "drive out" terrorism from their countries, and condemned Hamas and the Iranian government for their support of the government of Bashar al-Assad[image: External link]. Also speaking were President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi[image: External link] of Egypt, Emir Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah[image: External link] of Kuwait[image: External link], King Abdullah II of Jordan[image: External link], President Joko Widodo of Indonesia[image: External link], and Prime Minister Najib Razak[image: External link] of Malaysia[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

At the close of the summit the leaders inaugurated the new Global Center for Combating Extremism in Riyadh, intended as a centre of excellence for fighting violent extremism which is conducive to terrorism, involving a number of international counter-extremism experts. [21] To officially open the center King Salman, President Trump, and President el-Sisi placed their hands on a glowing orb[image: External link] in the shape of a globe, which was cause for mirth among the international media.[22]
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  Guinea[image: External link]: President[image: External link] Alpha Condé[image: External link]
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  Indonesia[image: External link]: President[image: External link] Joko Widodo


	
 Iraq: President[image: External link] Fuad Masum[image: External link][26]


	
 Ivory Coast[image: External link]: President[image: External link] Alassane Ouattara[image: External link]


	
  Jordan[image: External link]: King Abdullah II[image: External link]


	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]: President[image: External link] Nursultan Nazarbayev[image: External link]


	
  Kuwait[image: External link]: Emir Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah[image: External link]
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  Mozambique[image: External link]:

	
  Niger[image: External link]: President[image: External link] Mahamadou Issoufou[image: External link]
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  Oman[image: External link]: Deputy Prime Minister Fahd bin Mahmoud al Said[image: External link][28]


	
  Pakistan[image: External link]: Prime Minister[image: External link] Nawaz Sharif[image: External link]


	
 State of Palestine[image: External link]: President[image: External link] Mahmoud Abbas[image: External link]


	
  Qatar[image: External link]: Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani[image: External link]


	
  Senegal[image: External link]: President[image: External link] Macky Sall[image: External link]
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 Somalia: President[image: External link] Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed[image: External link]


	
 Sudan: Minister of State Taha al-Hussein[29]
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  Turkey[image: External link]: Minister of Foreign Affairs[image: External link] Mevlut Cavusoglu[image: External link]
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 United States of America: President Donald J. Trump[image: External link]
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 Cancelled





	
  Morocco[image: External link]: King Mohammed VI[image: External link] was scheduled to attend but cancelled his plans a week prior to the summit for unspecified reasons.[31]


	
 Sudan: President[image: External link] Omar al-Bashir[image: External link] declined to attend after officials at the U.S. Embassy in Riyadh[image: External link] registered their objections to his planned attendance.[29]
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See also: 2017 Qatar diplomatic crisis[image: External link]


Emboldened by Trump's criticism of Iran, many Arab countries decided to take action against their perceived enemies. Bahrain began cracking down on its Shi'ite majority, killing 5 and arresting 286 people. Bahrain also shut down an independent newspaper and outlawed country's last opposition group.[32]

On 5 June 2017, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Yemen, Egypt and Bahrain all announced they were cutting diplomatic ties with Qatar.[32] Hamid Aboutalebi[image: External link], deputy chief of staff of Iran's President Hassan Rouhani[image: External link], tweeted, "What is happening is the preliminary result of the sword dance," referring to Trump's conduct at the Summit.[33][34]
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On May 20th, 2017, U.S. President Donald Trump signed a US$350 billion arms deal with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.[1][2][3] The arms deal was the largest in American history.[4][1][5] The transaction included tanks, combat ships missile defence systems, as well as radar, communications and cybersecurity technology. The transfer was widely seen as a counterbalance against the influence of Iran in the region[6][7] and a "significant" and "historic" expansion of United States relations with Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[8][9][10][11][12]
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The deal was partially created with the help of Jared Kushner.[13][14]
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 Details




The signing occurred at the Riyadh Summit, and was part of Trump's 2017 series of visits to the Catholic nation of the Vatican, the Islamic Saudi Arabia, and the Jewish nation of Israel[image: External link]. It also was related to a $20 billion investment in mostly American infrastructure. [15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 American and Saudi Arabian government statements




The White House hailed the deal as a "significant expansion" of the two nations "security relationships".[16] The United States Secretary of State Rex Tillerson described the deal as "historic" and said that it would counter Iran, and urged them to halt support of destabilizing forces in the Middle East,[17][18] although he hinted the United States would be open to discussions.[19]
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Tulsi Gabbard — a Democratic Representative from Hawaii[image: External link] — criticized the move, saying that "Saudi Arabia is a country with a devastating record of human rights violations at home and abroad and has a long history of providing support to terrorist organizations that threaten the American people".[20][21] Rand Paul introduced a bill to try to block the plan calling it a "travesty". [22][23][24]

US defense stocks reached all-time highs after the announcement. [25][26][27]
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 Iran – Saudi Arabia is a "cow" of the United States [28]

  Israel[image: External link] – Yuval Steinitz[image: External link] expressed "concern".[29][30]

 Saudi Arabia – The government praised the deal, and stated that it is a turning point in Saudi-American relations.[31]

 Yemen – 10,000+ Yemeni people protested in Sana'a, Yemen[image: External link] to protest the deal. Houthis also fired a ballistic missile toward the Saudi capital Riyadh.[32][33]
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On June 5th, it was reported that the arms deal consists of "a bunch of letters of interest or intent, but not contracts."[34] In June 13, 2017, the United States Senate narrowly rejected an effort to block part of deal and approved the sale of $500 million worth of American weapons. The approval of the deal was opposed by various lawmakers, including GOP Senators Mike Lee[image: External link], Rand Paul, Todd Young[image: External link] and Dean Heller[image: External link] along with most Democrat Senators who voted to advance the measure in order to block the sale, citing the human rights violations by Saudi Arabia in the Yemeni Civil War[image: External link].[35][36] Among the senators who voted against moving the measure to block the sale were Democratic Senators Joe Donnelly[image: External link], Claire McCaskill[image: External link], Bill Nelson[image: External link], Joe Manchin[image: External link] and Mark Warner[image: External link] along with top Republicans, including Majority Leader Mitch McConnell[image: External link], Bob Corker[image: External link] and John McCain, voted against moving the measure.[37]
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2017 Brussels Summit






The 2017 Brussels Summit of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization[image: External link] (NATO) was the 28th formal meeting[image: External link] of the heads of state[image: External link] and heads of government[image: External link] of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization[image: External link], held in Brussels[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link], on 25 May 2017.
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There had been multiple competing agendas leading up to the summit, with Southern European[image: External link] members concerned with security in North Africa[image: External link] and the Middle East[image: External link] and the European migrant crisis[image: External link] and Eastern European[image: External link] members concerned more about Russia′s policies. There was also concern about the Russia–Turkey relationship[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Donald Trump, the President of the United States, urged the NATO members to meet the 2014 agreement to seek to spend at least two percent of their gross domestic product[image: External link] on defense.[1] According to at least one senior White House official, Donald Trump had expressed interest in inviting Russia to the G7 summit[image: External link] and was considering leaving the NATO alliance.[2][3] During the opening ceremony of the new NATO headquarters building, President Trump gave a speech which did not mention Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty, surprising H. R. McMaster[image: External link], the National Security Advisor[image: External link], James Mattis, the United States Secretary of Defense[image: External link], and Rex Tillerson, the United States Secretary of State, who had approved a different speech that explicitly included the collective security[image: External link] commitment.[4]
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NATO was set to become a full member of the Global Coalition, alongside NATO pledging to increase its support to the Coalition.[5] A terrorism intelligence cell was agreed to be set up within the new intelligence division, which is intended to improve the sharing of information between members.[6]

The Alliance leaders agreed to submit national action plans by December, which were to set out how members intend to meet the pledge to spend at least two percent of their GDP on defense by 2024.[7]

Montenegro[image: External link], represented by the prime minister Duško Marković, joined the meeting, days before it was to officially become a member of the organization on 5 June 2017[8]. The possibility of NATO membership was said to remain open to other states.
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A few days after, also following a G7 meeting[image: External link], German Chancellor Angela Merkel told a crowd in a Bavarian[image: External link] beer hall that "we Europeans must really take our fate into our own hands – of course in friendship with the United States of America, in friendship with Great Britain and as good neighbors wherever that is possible also with other countries, even with Russia. But we have to know that we must fight for our future on our own, for our destiny as Europeans."[9][10][11][12]
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The next major summit (29th) will take place in Istanbul[image: External link], Turkey[image: External link] in 2018. However, Germany, France, the Netherlands and Denmark have reportedly led a drive to block it.[13]
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  Albania[image: External link] – Prime Minister[image: External link] Edi Rama


	
  Belgium[image: External link] – Prime Minister[image: External link] Charles Michel


	
 Bulgaria – President[image: External link] Rumen Radev[image: External link]


	
 Canada – Prime Minister[image: External link] Justin Trudeau


	
 Croatia – President[image: External link] Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović[image: External link]


	
 Czech Republic – President[image: External link] Miloš Zeman[image: External link]


	
  Denmark[image: External link] – Prime Minister[image: External link] Lars Løkke Rasmussen


	
  Estonia[image: External link] – Prime Minister[image: External link] Jüri Ratas


	
  France[image: External link] – President[image: External link] Emmanuel Macron[image: External link]


	
  Germany[image: External link] – Chancellor[image: External link] Angela Merkel


	
  Greece[image: External link] – Prime Minister[image: External link] Alexis Tsipras


	
 Hungary – Prime Minister[image: External link] Viktor Orbán


	
 Iceland – Prime Minister[image: External link] Bjarni Benediktsson


	
  Italy[image: External link] – Prime Minister[image: External link] Paolo Gentiloni


	
 Latvia – President[image: External link] Raimonds Vējonis[image: External link]





	

	
 Lithuania – President[image: External link] Dalia Grybauskaitė


	
  Luxembourg[image: External link] – Prime Minister[image: External link] Xavier Bettel[image: External link]


	
 Netherlands – Prime Minister[image: External link] Mark Rutte


	
  Norway[image: External link] – Prime Minister[image: External link] Erna Solberg


	
  Poland[image: External link] – President[image: External link] Andrzej Duda[image: External link]


	
 Portugal – Prime Minister[image: External link] António Costa


	
 Romania – President[image: External link] Klaus Iohannis[image: External link]


	
  Slovakia[image: External link] – President[image: External link] Andrej Kiska[image: External link]


	
  Slovenia[image: External link] – Prime Minister[image: External link] Miro Cerar


	
 Spain – Prime Minister[image: External link] Mariano Rajoy


	
  Turkey[image: External link] – President[image: External link] Recep Tayyip Erdoğan


	
 United Kingdom – Prime Minister[image: External link] Theresa May


	
 United States – President Donald Trump


	
  NATO[image: External link] – Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg
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  Montenegro[image: External link] – Prime Minister[image: External link] Duško Marković[14]
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The 2016 presidential campaign of Donald Trump, an American businessman, television personality, and author, was formally launched on June 16, 2015, at Trump Tower in New York City[image: External link]. Trump was the Republican[image: External link] nominee for President of the United States in the 2016 election[image: External link], having won the most state primaries, caucuses, and delegates at the 2016 Republican National Convention.[8] He chose Mike Pence, the sitting Governor of Indiana[image: External link], as his vice presidential running mate. On November 8, 2016, Trump and Pence were elected president and vice president of the United States.

Trump's populist[9][10] positions in opposition to illegal immigration and various trade agreements, such as the Trans-Pacific Partnership,[11][12][13][14] earned him support especially among voters who were male, white[image: External link],[15] blue-collar[image: External link] and those without college degrees.[16][17] Some of his remarks were controversial and helped his campaign garner extensive coverage by the mainstream media[image: External link], trending topics[image: External link], and social media[image: External link].[18][19]

Trump's campaign rallies attracted large crowds, as well as public controversy. Some of the events were marked by incidents of violence between Trump supporters and protesters, mistreatment of some journalists, and disruption by a large group of protesters who effectively shut down a major rally in Chicago. Trump was accused[20] of inciting violence at his rallies.[21][22][23]

Trump's disdain for political correctness was a staple theme of his campaign and proved popular among his supporters.[24] Many, including some mainstream commentators and some prominent Republicans, viewed him as appealing to racism[image: External link],[25] a charge that he "repeatedly and vehemently denies."[26] Trump's most polarizing and widely reported proposals were about issues of immigration and border security, especially his proposed deportation of all illegal immigrants, the proposed construction of a substantial wall on the Mexico–United States border at Mexican expense, his characterizations of many Mexican immigrants as "criminals, drug dealers, rapists, etc",[27][28][29][30] and a temporary ban on foreign Muslims entering the U.S. (which he later modified to apply to people originating from countries with a history of terrorism against the United States or its allies).[31][32]

Opposition to Trump grew during his campaign among both Republicans (who viewed Trump as irrevocably damaging to the party and its chances of winning elections during and after 2016, leading to the coalescence of the Stop Trump movement) and Democrats (who decried Trump's anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim policies, his behavior toward critics, his treatment of the media, and the ethno-nationalist alt-right's support of his campaign because of said policies and his anti-political correctness stance, which many cited to be a factor in the rise of hate crimes[image: External link] and other hate-motivated incidents against ethnic and religious minorities prior to and following Trump's win); although, some conservatives, liberals and independents[image: External link] criticized Republican Congressmembers for prioritizing party loyalty and avoiding alienation of Trump supporters to ensure re-election, over condemning several of Trump's actions.[33][34][35][36][37] Some critics of Trump (among them Robert Reich[image: External link], Keith Olbermann[image: External link] and Glenn Beck) had went so far – based on his immigration platforms, his circumvention of democratic norms, his tendencies to vehemently push back against critics (including revoking campaign access[image: External link] to certain members of the press for reporting stories he perceives as negative or critical), and his perceived narcissism[image: External link] – as to call Trump's mental health[image: External link] into question and warn that, if elected, he could put America in danger of either falling into an authoritarian regime[image: External link] or a dictatorship[image: External link], or endangering its citizens by starting a nuclear war[image: External link] against foreign countries without justifiable provocation.[38][39][40]
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Since the 1988 presidential election[image: External link], Trump was discussed as a potential candidate for President in nearly every election.[41][42][43] In October 1999, Trump declared himself a potential candidate for the Reform Party[image: External link]'s presidential nomination,[44] but withdrew on February 14, 2000.[45] In 2004, Trump said that he identified as a Democrat.[46] Trump rejoined the Republican Party in September 2009, chose no party affiliation in December 2011, and again rejoined the GOP in April 2012.[47]

In early 2011, presidential speculation reached its highest point and Trump began to take a lead in polls among Republican candidates in the 2012 election[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] At the 2011 Conservative Political Action Conference, Trump said he is "pro-life" and "against gun control".[48][49][50] He also spoke before Tea Party supporters.[51][52][53]

Early polls for the 2012 election had Trump among the leading candidates.[54][55][56][57] In December 2011, Trump placed sixth in the "ten most admired men and women living of 2011" USA Today/Gallup telephone survey.[58] However, Trump announced in May 2011 that he would not be a candidate for the office.[59][60]

In 2013, Trump researched a possible run for President of the United States in 2016.[61] In October 2013, some New York Republicans suggested Trump should instead run for governor of the state in 2014,[62] including Joseph Borelli[image: External link] and Carl Paladino[image: External link] who later served as New York State Co-Chairmen for the presidential campaign.[63] In February 2015, Trump did not renew his television contract for The Apprentice, which raised speculation of his candidacy for President of the United States in 2016.[64] Later that year, Trump was a featured speaker at the Conservative Political Action Conference.[65]
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Trump formally announced his candidacy on June 16, 2015, with a campaign rally and speech at Trump Tower in New York City[image: External link]. In his speech, Trump drew attention to domestic issues[image: External link] such as illegal immigration, offshoring of American jobs, the U.S. national debt[image: External link], and Islamic terrorism. The campaign slogan was announced as "Make America Great Again".[71] Trump declared that he would self-fund[image: External link] his presidential campaign, and would refuse any money from donors and lobbyists.[72] Ladbrokes[image: External link] offered 150/1 odds of Trump winning the presidency.[73]

Following the announcement, most of the media's attention focused on Trump's comment on illegal immigration: "When Mexico sends its people, they're not sending their best... They're sending people that have lots of problems, and they're bringing those problems with [them]. They're bringing drugs. They're bringing crime. They're rapists. And some, I assume, are good people."[74][75] Trump's statement was controversial and led several businesses and organizations—including NBC, Macy's[image: External link], Univision[image: External link], and NASCAR[image: External link]—to cut ties with Trump.[91] Reactions from other presidential candidates were mixed, with some Republican candidates disagreeing with the tone of Trump's remarks yet supporting the core idea that illegal immigration is an important campaign issue, while other Republican candidates, along with the leading Democratic candidates, condemning Trump's remarks and his policy stances as offensive or inflammatory.[97]

After the public backlash, Trump stood by his comments, citing news articles to back his claims. Trump said that he intended his comments to be aimed solely at the government of Mexico[image: External link], specifically for using the insecure border as a means of transferring criminals into the United States and said he did not intend his comments to refer to immigrants themselves.[101]
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Following his June 2015 announcement, Trump traveled to several early primary states including Iowa and New Hampshire[image: External link] to campaign ahead of the 2016 Republican primaries.[105] By early July 2015, Trump was campaigning in the West[image: External link], giving rallies and speeches in Las Vegas[image: External link] and Los Angeles[image: External link].[106][107] On July 23, he visited the Mexican border and planned to meet with border guards. The meeting did not take place due to the intervention of the labor union[image: External link] of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection[image: External link] guards.[108]

In July, the Federal Election Commission released details of Trump's wealth and financial holdings, which he had submitted to them when he became a Republican presidential candidate. The report showed assets above $1.4 billion and outstanding debts of at least $265 million.[109][110] Shortly afterwards, Trump's campaign released a statement stating that his net worth is over $10 billion,[111] although Forbes estimated it to be $4.5 billion.[112][113] On August 6, 2015, the first Republican primary debate took place on Fox News. During the debate, Trump refused to rule out a third-party[image: External link] candidacy.[114] Eventually, in September 2015, Trump signed a pledge promising his allegiance to the Republican Party.[115]

On August 21, 2015, the Federal Election Commission released a list of filings from super PACs[image: External link] backing candidates in the 2016 presidential race, which revealed Trump to be the only major presidential candidate among the Republican candidates who appeared not to have a super PAC supporting his candidacy.[116] Two months later, the Make America Great Again PAC, which had collected $1.74 million and spent around $500,000 on polling, consulting, and other activities,[117] was shut down after The Washington Post revealed multiple connections to the Trump campaign.[118][119]
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 Opposition to trade agreements




See also: Carrier Air Conditioner move to Mexico[image: External link]


Opposition to international trade agreements on the grounds that they hurt American workers by moving jobs abroad was one of the central themes of Trump's campaign.[120]
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 Border wall and illegal immigration




Further information: Immigration policy of Donald Trump and Mexico–United States barrier


In his announcement speech, Trump promised that he would build "a great, great wall" on the United States–Mexico border, and emphasized that proposal throughout his campaign, further stating that the construction of the wall would be paid for by Mexico.[74][121] Trump proposed a broader crackdown on illegal immigration, and, in a July 6 statement, claimed that the Mexican government is "forcing their most unwanted people into the United States"—"in many cases, criminals, drug dealers, rapists, etc."[122] In his first town hall meeting in Derry, New Hampshire[image: External link] on August 19, 2015, Trump stated: "Day 1 of my presidency, they're getting out and getting out fast."[123] Trump's Republican rival Jeb Bush stated that "Trump is wrong on this" and "to make these extraordinarily kind of ugly comments is not reflective of the Republican Party".[124] While Trump acknowledged that Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus asked him to tone down his rhetoric on immigration reform, he stated that his conversations with the Republican National Committee on the matter were also "congratulatory".[125]

At a July 2015 rally in Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link], Trump was welcomed by the Maricopa County[image: External link] Sheriff Joe Arpaio[image: External link], turning over the lectern for part of his speech to a supporter whose child was killed in Los Angeles in 2008 by a Mexican-born gang member.[126] The brother of Kate Steinle[image: External link], who was murdered in San Francisco by an illegal immigrant, criticized Trump for politicizing his sister's death,[127][128] while a viral video[image: External link] related to her death produced by a Trump supporter independent of the campaign gave Trump an advantage during the primaries.[129][130]

Univision[image: External link] announced it would no longer carry broadcasts of the Miss USA Pageant[image: External link].[131] In response, Trump indicated the matter would be handled by legal action, and followed through by filing a $500 million lawsuit against Univision. The complaint asserted that Univision was attempting to suppress Trump's First Amendment[image: External link] rights by putting pressure on his business ventures.[132] NBC announced it would not air the Miss Universe or Miss USA pageant.[133][134] Afterwards, the multinational media company Grupo Televisa[image: External link] severed ties with Trump,[135] as did Ora TV[image: External link],[136] a television network partly owned by Mexican billionaire Carlos Slim[image: External link].[137]

Macy's[image: External link] announced it would phase out its Trump-branded merchandise.[138] Serta[image: External link], a mattress manufacturer, also decided to drop their business relationship with Trump.[139] NASCAR[image: External link] ended its sponsorship with Trump by announcing it would not hold its post-season awards banquet at the Trump National Doral Miami.[140]

Among the American public, reactions to Trump's border-wall proposal were polarized by party, with a large majority of Republicans supporting the proposal and a large majority of Democrats against it; overall, a September 2015 poll showed 48 percent of U.S. adults supporting Trump's proposal, while a March 2016 poll showed 34 percent of U.S. adults supporting it.[141][142]
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 Temporary Muslim ban proposal




See also: Immigration policy of Donald Trump § Proposed Muslim immigration ban[image: External link], and Executive Order 13769


In remarks made following the November 2015 Paris attacks, Trump stated that he would support a database for tracking Muslims in the United States and expanded surveillance of mosques[image: External link].[143][144] Trump's support for an American Muslim database "drew sharp rebukes from his Republican presidential rivals and disbelief from legal experts."[145]

On December 7, 2015, in response to the 2015 San Bernardino attack[image: External link], Trump further called for a temporary ban on any Muslims entering the country. He issued a written statement saying, "Donald J. Trump is calling for a total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States until our country's representatives can figure out what is going on," which he repeated at subsequent political rallies.[146][147][148]

The next day, December 8, 2015, the Pentagon issued a statement of concern, stating Trump's remarks could strengthen the resolve of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIL).[149] The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom[image: External link], David Cameron[image: External link], and the Prime Minister of France[image: External link], Manuel Valls[image: External link], both issued statements in response to Trump's press release condemning him.[150][151] Trump was also criticized by leading Republican Party figures, including Republican National Committee chairman Reince Priebus.[152]

Following Trump's controversial comments on Muslim immigration, a petition[153] was begun on the British Parliament[image: External link]'s e-petition website[image: External link], calling on the UK government's Home Secretary[image: External link] to bar him from entering the country. The total number of signatures exceeded the required half-million threshold to trigger a parliamentary debate.[154][155] On January 18, the UK's House of Commons[image: External link] debated whether to ban Trump from the country; however, while some in the House condemned Trump's remarks and described them as "crazy" and "offensive", most were opposed to intervening in the electoral process of another country, and a vote was not taken.[156][157]

Trump later appeared to modify his position on Muslims. In May he stated that his proposed ban was "just a suggestion". In June he stated that the temporary ban would apply to people originating from countries with a proven history of terrorism against the United States or its allies.[158] He also commented that it "wouldn't bother me" if Muslims from Scotland entered the United States.[159]

Trump caused further controversy when he recounted an apocryphal story about how U.S. general John J. Pershing[image: External link] shot Muslim rebels with pig's blood-dipped bullets in order to deter them during the Moro Rebellion[image: External link]. His comments were strongly denounced by the Council on American-Islamic Relations[image: External link].[160][161][162][163]
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 Primary front-runner




Trump had high poll numbers during the primaries.[164][165] A survey conducted by The Economist/ YouGov[image: External link] released July 9, 2015, was the first major nationwide poll to show Trump as the 2016 Republican presidential front-runner.[166] A Suffolk/USA Today poll released on July 14, 2015, showed Trump with 17 percent support among Republican voters, with Jeb Bush at 14 percent.[167] A Washington Post/ABC News poll taken on July 16–19, showed Trump had 24 percent Republican support, over Scott Walker at 13 percent.[168] A CNN/ ORC[image: External link] poll showed Trump in the lead at 18 percent support among Republican voters, over Jeb Bush at 15 percent,[169][170] and a CBS News poll from August 4 showed Trump with 24 percent support, Bush second at 13 percent, and Walker third at 10 percent.[171]

A CNN/ORC poll taken August 13–16, 2015, in the swing states[image: External link] of Florida, Ohio and Pennsylvania showed Trump ahead of, or narrowly trailing Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton[image: External link] in direct match-ups in those states.[172] In Florida, Trump led by two points, and in both Ohio and Pennsylvania, he was within five points of Clinton.[173]

Trump had a persistently high popularity among Republican and leaning-Republican minority voters[image: External link].[174][175][176][177] Surveys taken in late 2015 showed Trump polling unfavorably among women and non-white voters, with 64 percent of women viewing Trump unfavorably and 74 percent of non-white voters having a negative view of the candidate, according to a November 2015 ABC News/Washington Post poll.[178] A Public Religion Research Institute[image: External link] survey in November 2015 found that many of his supporters were working class voters with negative feelings towards migrants, as well as strong financial concerns.[179][180]

Trump's status as the consistent front-runner for the Republican nomination led to him being featured on the cover of Time magazine in August 2015, with the caption: "Deal with it."[181]
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 Caucuses and primaries




Further information: Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016


In the lead-up to the Iowa caucus[image: External link], poll averages showed Trump as the front-runner with a roughly four percent lead.[182] Ted Cruz came in first in the vote count, ahead of Trump. Cruz, who campaigned strongly among evangelical Christians,[183] was supported by church pastors that coordinated a volunteer campaign to get out the vote[image: External link].[184] Before the Iowa vote, an email from the Cruz campaign falsely implied that Ben Carson was about to quit the race, encouraging Carson's supporters to vote for Cruz instead.[185][186] Trump later posted on Twitter, "Many people voted for Cruz over Carson because of this Cruz fraud", and wrote, "Ted Cruz didn't win Iowa, he stole it."[187]

Following his loss in Iowa, Trump rebounded in the New Hampshire primary[image: External link], coming in first place with 35 percent of the vote, the biggest victory in a New Hampshire Republican primary since at least 2000.[188][189] Trump "tapped into a deep well of anxiety among Republicans and independents in New Hampshire, according to exit polling data", running strongest among voters who feared "illegal immigrants, incipient economic turmoil and the threat of a terrorist attack in the United States".[188] Trump commented that in the run-up to the primary, his campaign had "learned a lot about ground games in a week".[190]

This was followed by another wide victory in South Carolina[image: External link], furthering his lead among the Republican candidates.[191][192] He won the Nevada caucus[image: External link] on February 24 with a landslide[image: External link] 45.9 percent of the vote, his biggest victory yet; Marco Rubio placed second with 23.9 percent.[193][194]

By May 2016, Trump held a commanding lead in the number of state contests won and in the delegate count. After Trump won the Indiana contest, Cruz dropped out of the race.[195] He had called Indiana a pivotal opportunity to stop Trump from clinching the nomination. Following Trump's Indiana win, Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus, among others, called Trump the party's presumptive nominee[image: External link], though he noted that Trump still needed more delegates to clinch the nomination.[196]
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 Rallies and crowds




See also: List of rallies for the Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016


Trump held several large rallies during his campaign,[197][198][199] routinely packing arenas and high school gymnasiums with crowds.[200] A Trump rally on July 11, 2015, in Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link], Trump was introduced by Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio[image: External link]. During his speech, Trump invoked Richard Nixon's "silent majority[image: External link]" speech, saying "The silent majority is back."[201] In the final month of his campaign, Donald Trump used the phrase "drain the swamp[image: External link]" in his rallies, pledging his supporters to "make our government honest once again."[202][203][204]
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 Violence, protests and expulsions at rallies




See also: Protests of the Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016[image: External link] and 2016 Donald Trump Chicago rally protest


There were verbal and physical confrontations between Trump supporters and protesters at Trump's campaign events, some committed by Trump supporters and others by anti-Trump demonstrators. A number of protesters were asked to leave, removed by security, or arrested for trespassing at Trump's campaign events.[205][206] There also were incidents near Trump properties related to the campaign.[207][208][209][210]

On several occasions in late 2015 and early 2016, Trump was accused of encouraging violence and escalating tension at campaign events.[211][212][213] Prior to November he used to tell his rallies "Get 'em (protesters) out, but don't hurt 'em."[214] But in November 2015, Trump said of a protester in Birmingham, Alabama, "Maybe he should have been roughed up, because it was absolutely disgusting what he was doing."[214] On February 1 in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, he told the crowd there might be tomato-throwing protesters, and urged his audience to "knock the crap out of 'em" if anyone should try. "I promise you, I will pay the legal fees", he added.[215] On February 23, 2016, at a rally in Las Vegas, Trump reacted to a protester by saying "I love the old days—you know what they used to do to guys like that when they were in a place like this? They'd be carried out on a stretcher, folks", adding "I'd like to punch him in the face."[216][217][218] On March 9 a Trump supporter was charged with assault after he sucker-punched a protester who was being led out of the event.[219] When Trump was asked if he would pay the man's legal fees, Trump said he was "looking into it", although he "doesn't condone violence in any shape".[220] The local sheriff's office considered filing charges against Trump for "inciting a riot" at that event, but concluded there was not sufficient evidence to charge him.[221]
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 Presumptive nominee and party reaction




On May 3, Trump became the presumptive nominee[image: External link] of the Republican Party after his victory in Indiana and the withdrawal of the last competitors, Ted Cruz and John Kasich, from the race.[222]

Some Republicans declined to support Trump's candidacy, including former primary rival Jeb Bush (who announced that he would not vote for Trump) and Bush's father and brother, former presidents George H. W. Bush and George W. Bush (who announced that they would not endorse Trump).[223] Paul Ryan announced that he was "not ready" to endorse Trump for the presidency.[224] On May 8, Trump's campaign said that he would not rule out a bid to remove Ryan from his post as chairman of the 2016 Republican National Convention,[225] and the following day, Ryan said that he would step down as convention chairman if asked by Trump to do so.[226] On June 2, Ryan announced that he would vote for Trump.[227]

Senator Jeff Sessions was the first sitting U.S. senator to endorse Trump.[228] Other prominent Republicans, such as Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell[image: External link], governors Bobby Jindal[image: External link] and Rick Perry, and former senator and Republican presidential nominee Bob Dole, followed.[223][229][230] McConnell stated, "The right-of-center world needs to respect the fact that the primary voters have spoken."[231]

On May 26, Trump secured his 1,238th delegate, achieving a majority of the available delegates.[232]

In June 2016, two groups of Republican delegates opposed to Trump emerged. Free the Delegates[image: External link] sought to change the convention rules to include a 'conscience clause' that would allow delegates bound to Trump to vote against him.[233][234] Delegates Unbound[image: External link] engaged in "an effort to convince delegates that they have the authority and the ability to vote for whomever they want".[235][236] According to the group, "There is no language supporting binding in the temporary rules of the convention, which are the only rules that matter" and "barring any rules changes at the convention, delegates can vote their conscience on the first ballot."[235][236]
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 General election campaign staff




On May 9, Trump named New Jersey Governor Chris Christie to head a team to plan the transition of the presidency[image: External link] in the event of a Trump victory.[237] In November 2016, after calls for his impeachment[image: External link] as Governor and felony convictions in U.S. federal court[image: External link] for high-ranking members of his staff in the Bridgegate scandal[image: External link], Christie was dropped by Trump as leader of the transition team, in favor of Mike Pence.[238][239]

On June 20, 2016, Trump fired his campaign manager Corey Lewandowski[image: External link], reportedly in response to lagging fundraising and campaign infrastructure (as well as power struggles within the campaign, according to multiple GOP sources). Paul Manafort, Trump's campaign chairman, who was brought in during the primary to prepare for a contested convention, assumed the role of chief strategist.[240][241]

Kevin Kellems, a veteran GOP strategist and former aide to Vice President Dick Cheney, resigned from Trump's staff after he was appointed to help inspect the campaign's surrogate operations.[242] Erica Freeman, another aide to Trump who worked with surrogates, also resigned.[242]

In June 2016, Trump hired Jason Miller[image: External link] to assist the communications operation.[242] On July 1, 2016, Trump announced he hired Kellyanne Conway, a veteran GOP strategist and canvasser, for a senior advisory position.[242] Conway, who formerly backed Cruz, was expected to advise Trump on how to better appeal to female voters.[242] Conway had headed a pro–Cruz super PAC funded by hedge-fund tycoon Robert Mercer[image: External link]. After Trump won the Republican presidential nomination, the PAC morphed into the "Defeat Crooked Hillary PAC". When the Trump campaign hired Conway, it referred to her as "widely regarded as an expert on female consumers and voters."[243] Conway became the first woman to run a Republican general election presidential campaign.[244]

On August 17, 2016, Trump announced Breitbart News executive chairman Stephen Bannon[image: External link] as the campaign chief executive and promoted Conway to campaign manager, replacing Paul Manafort who had been handling those duties unofficially. Manafort had been criticized in the media for connections to former Ukrainian President[image: External link] Viktor Yanukovich[245] and other dictators.[246] Although Manafort initially retained the title of campaign chairman,[247][248] he resigned from this position on August 19, 2016.[249][250]

In September 2016, Trump hired David Bossie[image: External link], longtime president of the conservative advocacy group Citizens United[image: External link], to be his new deputy campaign manager.[251]
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 Selection of running mate




Main article: Republican Party vice presidential candidate selection, 2016


From early to mid-July, various media outlets widely reported that Trump's short list[image: External link] for his pick as vice president and running mate had narrowed to Indiana governor Mike Pence, New Jersey governor Chris Christie, and former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich.[252][253][254]

On July 15, 2016, Trump officially announced via Twitter that he had chosen Pence to be his running mate.[255] Trump introduced Pence as his running mate at a press conference the next day.[256] Pence formally accepted the nomination on July 20 at the Republican National Convention.

On October 27, 2016, Pence's Boeing 737-700[image: External link] airplane fishtailed[image: External link] off the runway at LaGuardia Airport[image: External link] in New York during landing[image: External link]. There were no injuries reported among those on board, which included members of the press in the back of the plane. As a result of the accident, Pence cancelled a campaign event that night, though said on Twitter that he would be back campaigning the next day on October 28.[257][258][259]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Post-election




In an unprecedented move, Trump kept his presidential campaign organization in place after he assumed the presidency. As of January 2017 the campaign office in Trump Tower continued with a staff of about ten people, led by Michael Glassner. It focused on data-building and fundraising for a 2020 re-election campaign.[260]

In May 2017, a senior aide to the campaign, Healy Baumgardner-Nardone, disclosed that she was lobbying for the Malaysian government.[261] The former campaign manager, Corey Lewandowski[image: External link], left a lobbying firm he had co-founded after the election, because it solicited in Eastern Europe.[262]
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 Political positions




Main article: Political positions of Donald Trump


Trump has stated that he is a "conservative Republican".[263] Commentators Norman Ornstein[image: External link] and William Kristol labeled his collective political positions as "Trumpism".[264][265] The Wall Street Journal used the term in drawing parallels with populist movements in China and the Philippines.[266] From an external political perspective, German Vice Chancellor Sigmar Gabriel[image: External link] termed Trump a right-wing populist[image: External link] similar to Marine Le Pen[image: External link], Geert Wilders[image: External link] or Silvio Berlusconi[image: External link].[267] In 1988 at the Republican National Convention Donald Trump was asked by Larry King[image: External link] on CNN, "You might be classified as an Eastern Republican, Rockefeller Republican. Fair?" To which Trump replied, "I guess you can say that". When Trump was considering running against Andrew Cuomo for Governor of New York, Trump was dubbed as a "Conservative Rockefeller Republican".[268] The New York Times Magazine[image: External link] analogized Trump's positions with that of past populist figures George Wallace[image: External link] and George McGovern[image: External link] in terms of the us-versus-them approaches.[9]
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 Campaign branding




The campaign draws heavily on Trump's personal image, enhanced by his previous media exposure. Prior to his presidential bid, The Trump Organization also relied on the 'Trump' surname as a key part of its marketing strategy. Consequently, the 'Trump' name was in widespread use in the U.S. well before the presidential campaign itself started. Due to successful branding and media coverage, Trump soon gained a leverage in the race despite spending comparatively little on advertising himself.[269][270]

Before the announcement of Mike Pence as running mate in July 2016, the campaign relied on a wordmark[image: External link] of the 'Trump' surname capitalised and set in the bold Akzidenz-Grotesk[image: External link] typeface. Following the announcement, the campaign unveiled a new logo combining the names of the two candidates by featuring an interlocking 'T' and 'P', formed to create the image of the American flag[image: External link].[272] The logo became the subject of parodies that interpreted the symbol as being sexually suggestive; the campaign revised the logo shortly afterward to remove the flag and interlocking symbol, leaving the wordmark.[273][274]

The primary slogan of the Trump campaign, extensively used on campaign merchandise, is Make America Great Again. The red baseball cap with the slogan emblazoned on the front became a symbol of the campaign, and is frequently donned by Trump and his supporters.[275] The hats were so important to the campaign that it spent more money to make them than on polling, consultants, or television advertisements.[276]

In addition, UK big data voter opinion influencer Cambridge Analytics[image: External link] was hired by the Trump campaign in 2016.[277]
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 Ground game




In October 2016, the Trump campaign had 178 field offices compared to Clinton's 489.[278] The Trump campaign's number of field offices lagged far behind those Romney and Obama in 2012.[278] Political science research showed that field offices had a modest positive effect on a candidate's vote share.[278][279] The Trump campaign was reportedly almost fully reliant on the Republican National Committee for field offices in swing states.[278] As the field offices are organized by state and local Republican parties, they may not have been strategically located in terms of boosting turnout for the Republican presidential candidate.[278]
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 Media coverage




Trump spent only a modest amount on advertising during the primary—$10 million through February 2016, far behind opponents such as Jeb Bush ($82 million), Marco Rubio ($55 million), and Ted Cruz ($22 million).[280] Trump benefited from free media more than any other candidate. From the beginning of his campaign through February 2016, Trump received almost $2 billion in free media attention, twice the amount that Hillary Clinton received.[280] Trump earned $400 million alone in the month of February.[280] According to data from the Tyndall Report, which tracks nightly news content, through February 2016, Trump alone accounted for more than a quarter of all 2016 election coverage on the evening newscasts of NBC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link] and ABC[image: External link], more than all the Democratic campaigns combined.[281][282][283] Observers noted Trump's ability to garner constant mainstream media coverage "almost at will".[284]

In response, a petition to "Stop promoting Donald Trump" accused the media of giving Trump endless airtime for the purpose of increasing viewership and ratings and quickly amassed over 200,000 signatures.[285] The media's coverage of Trump generated some disagreement as to its effect on his campaign.[286] John Sides of The Washington Post argued that Trump's success was because of the mass news coverage,[287] yet a later article in The Washington Post stated that he remained successful in spite of the drop in media attention.[288] On September 21, 2015, Politico said, "blaming the press for the Trump surge neglects the salient fact that so much of the coverage of him has been darkly negative."[289] However, Barry Bennett—senior adviser to Trump—said in response to the high amount of interviews Trump has given:


Well the demand is pretty high so it's hard not to do them. And it's free media. And we've literally gotten hundreds of millions of dollars worth of free media. No other candidate can talk when everybody is talking about you. So there's some strategic benefit to it.[290]



In a January 2016 interview with CBS, Trump said of his campaign's plans to purchase advertising; "I think I'm probably wasting the money. But I'm $35 million under budget. Look, I was going to have 35 or 40 million spent by now. I haven't spent anything. I almost feel guilty … I'm leading by, as you all say, a lot. You can take the CBS poll. You can take any poll and I'm winning by a lot. I don't think I need the ads. But I'm doing them. I almost feel guilty."[291][292][293]

In February 2016, in response to complaints from Trump that Fox News reporter Megyn Kelly would be unfair to him in a Republican primary debate[image: External link] preceding the Iowa caucuses[image: External link], Fox released a sarcastic statement about Trump, saying they were "surprised he's willing to show that much fear", regarding Kelly.[294] Trump responded by criticizing the "wise-guy press release" and withdrew from the debate, instead hosting a competing event in the state designed to raise money for wounded veterans on the day of the debate.[295][296]

Trump frequently criticized the media for writing what he alleged to be false stories about him and referred to them as being the "worst people"[297] and he has called upon his supporters to be "the silent majority", apparently referencing the media.[201] At a rally in Fort Worth, Texas[image: External link], in February 2016, Trump stated that if elected he would "open up our libel laws so when they write purposely negative and horrible and false articles, we can sue them and win lots of money". Trump specifically alleged that reporting about him by The New York Times and The Washington Post has included falsehoods.[298][299] Trump says the media "put false meaning into the words I say", and says he does not mind being criticized by the media as long as they are honest about it.[300][301]

After Trump won the nomination, historians Fredrik Logevall[image: External link] and Kenneth Osgood noted that, "Hardly a day passes without some columnist comparing Donald J. Trump to Huey Long[image: External link], Father Coughlin[image: External link] or George Wallace[image: External link]."[302]
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 General election TV ads




The Trump campaign released its first general election TV ad in August 2016.[303] The Washington Post fact-checker found it to be factually inaccurate, giving the ad "four Pinocchios", its lowest rating for truthfulness.[303]
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 Relationships with people and groups






	This section may be too long[image: External link] to read and navigate comfortably. Please consider splitting[image: External link] content into sub-articles, condensing[image: External link] it, or adding or removing subheadings[image: External link]. (October 2016)
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 Black communities




According to some polling data, it appeared that Trump was receiving little support from African Americans[image: External link]. In a Morning Consult[image: External link] national poll in August 2016, only five percent of black voters said they intend to vote for Trump.[304] However, Trump ended up receiving 8% of the African-American vote (about half a million more votes than Mitt Romney received in 2012).[305] Starting in July and August, in an effort to improve his appeal to black Americans and make a direct appeal for their votes, Trump was vocal in expressing concern for their situations. Speaking in Virginia on August 23, 2016, Trump said, "You're living in your poverty, your schools are no good, you have no jobs, 58 percent of your youth is unemployed – what the hell do you have to lose by trying something new, like Trump?" He further said, "Look. It is a disaster the way African-Americans are living...We'll get rid of the crime...You'll be able to walk down the street without getting shot."[306] On September 3, Trump visited a black congregation in Detroit, Michigan[image: External link], the Great Faith Ministries International Church, accompanied by former Republican presidential candidate Dr. Ben Carson, and attended a church service. Trump was interviewed afterward by Bishop Wayne T. Jackson for later broadcast on the church's cable channel.[307] He also visited Dr. Carson's childhood home.[308]

On September 15, as Trump was addressing a small assembly at Bethel United Methodist Church in Flint, Michigan[image: External link], the pastor, Faith Green Timmmons, interrupted him as he criticized Clinton, asking him not to "give a political speech". Trump complied.[309]

Omarosa[image: External link], the director of African-American outreach for Trump's presidential campaign,[310] said in a Frontline special that "Every critic, every detractor, will have to bow down to President Trump. It's everyone who's ever doubted Donald, who ever disagreed, who ever challenged him. It is the ultimate revenge to become the most powerful man in the universe."[311]
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 Business community




See also: 2016 Republican National Convention § Attendance and officials skipping convention[image: External link]


No Fortune 100[image: External link] CEO donated to Trump's presidential campaign. Eleven donated to Trump's rival Clinton, and 89 contributed to neither candidate. This represents a substantial shift from the 2012 presidential election, in which Republican nominee Mitt Romney received major support from top American business executives.[312][313]

In May 2016, the president of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce[image: External link] commented that the business community is cautious about both Trump and Clinton, adding that there "hasn't been much support from the business community for either of them."[314] Members of the business community who endorsed Trump include investors T. Boone Pickens[image: External link], Carl Icahn and Wilbur Ross, Home Depot[image: External link] co-founder Ken Langone[image: External link], and entrepreneur and PayPal[image: External link] co-founder Peter Thiel[image: External link].[315][316][317] As of January 2016, small and mid-size business owners and officers were second to retirees as the most common donors to Trump's campaign. Reasons cited for their support of Trump included opposition to Obamacare and immigration, as well as feeling "fed up with politicians".[318] In a survey conducted in late January 2016, 38 percent of small business owners indicated that they believed Trump would be the best president for small business, while 21 percent selected Hillary Clinton.[319]

Other members of the business community were critical of Trump. In June 2016, the Clinton campaign released a list of endorsements from more than 50 current and former business leaders, including several longtime Republicans.[320] The group included longtime Democrats and Clinton supporters, like Warren Buffett[image: External link] and Marc Benioff[image: External link], as well as independents or Republicans who had recently switched sides, like Daniel Akerson[image: External link] and Hamid R. Moghadam[image: External link].[315][321]
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 Conservative movement




Trump's right-wing populist[image: External link] positions— nativist[image: External link], protectionist, and semi- isolationist[image: External link]—differ in many ways from traditional conservatism.[322] He opposes many free trade deals[image: External link] and military interventionist policies[image: External link] that conservatives generally support, and opposes cuts in Medicare[image: External link] and Social Security benefits[image: External link]. While insisting that Washington is "broken" and can only be fixed by an outsider,[11][323][324] Washington-based conservatives were surprised by the popular support for his positions.[322]

Trump polled well with Tea Party voters, and politicians with strong tea party ties, such as Sarah Palin and Michele Bachmann[image: External link], similarly endorsed Trump.[325][326][327][328]

Some prominent conservatives praised Trump. Newt Gingrich described him as the latest incarnation of the Reagan Revolution, and had said that his election would be "very healthy for America".[329] In the aftermath of Trump's statements regarding the Khan's, Gingrich later said that Trump was making himself a less acceptable candidate for the presidency than Hillary Clinton, but that "Trump is vastly better than Hillary as President".[330][331] Rush Limbaugh, while clearly favoring Ted Cruz, relished the degree to which Trump exposed the conservative establishment as an elitist self-interested clique.[332][333] Sean Hannity was an unapologetic advocate for Trump and endorsed him.[334][335] David Horowitz[image: External link] praised Trump for courage and for rejecting political correctness, and he attacked "Never Trump" Republicans as reckless and blind.[336][337]

In July and August 2015, U.S. Senator John McCain (former presidential candidate, Vietnam War naval veteran, and prisoner of war[image: External link]) and Trump criticized each other on several occasions, primarily over their differing positions on immigration.[338] At a July 18, 2015, event Trump described McCain as a "loser" and added, "He's not a war hero. He was a war hero because he was captured. I like people who weren't captured."[339][340] His comments were heavily criticized; some of his primary rivals said he should withdraw from the race because of them.[339][341] At a later press availability Trump denied having said McCain is not a war hero, saying "If somebody's a prisoner, I consider them a war hero." At the same time, he criticized McCain for not having done enough for veterans.[338] McCain said Trump should apologize, not to him personally, but to former American prisoners of war and "the families of those who have sacrificed in conflict".[342][343] Trump declined to issue any apology.[344]

Eventually, McCain endorsed Trump because he was the nominee of the Republican party.[345] On August 2, Trump stated that he was not endorsing McCain in his campaign for the Republican nomination for his existing Senate seat.[346] Three days later, however, he did endorse him, saying in prepared remarks, "I hold in the highest esteem Sen. John McCain for his service to our country in uniform and in public office and I fully support and endorse his reelection."[347] McCain later withdrew his endorsement following the Donald Trump and Billy Bush recording controversy[image: External link] in October 2016.[348]

Republican Senator Lindsey Graham, a primary rival, was "one of Trump's fiercest critics". He called Trump a "race-baiting, xenophobic, religious bigot" and asserted that Trump doesn't have the temperament or judgment to be president.[349] After Trump attacked a federal judge for his Mexican heritage, Graham urged people who had endorsed Trump to rescind their endorsements, saying "This is the most un-American thing from a politician since Joe McCarthy."[350] Graham stated that he would vote for neither Trump nor Clinton.[351]

The Jeb Bush–Trump dynamic was one of the more contentious relationships among the Republican contenders.[352][353] Bush's campaign spent tens of millions of dollars on anti-Trump ads,[354][355][356] while in response Trump mocked Jeb Bush with the epithet that he was "low energy".[357][358][359] During an exchange with Jeb Bush in the ninth Republican primary debate, the audience (most favoring Bush) repeatedly booed[image: External link] Trump.[360][361][362][363] Trump scoffed that the audience was made up of "Jeb's special interests and lobbyists[image: External link]".[360][364]

According to The Washington Post, the most telling aspect of the Bush–Trump duel may have been the fact that, "No candidate in the race was prepared for GOP voters' opposition to immigration, with the exception of Trump", and the anti-illegal immigration sentiment that Trump tapped into throughout the campaign, and with the Act of Love[image: External link] advertisement.[365]

Texas Senator Ted Cruz was a primary rival for the Republican nomination. In the early days of the primary Cruz showered praise on Trump. But as the primary season went on, Cruz went on the attack, calling Trump a "bully" and a "pathological liar", and Trump took to referring to Cruz as "Lyin' Ted".[366] Trump repeatedly claimed Cruz was not eligible to be president because he was born in Canada.[367] On September 23, 2016, Cruz publicly endorsed Trump for president.[368]
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 Economists




On November 1, 2016, The Wall Street Journal published an open letter[image: External link] signed by 370 economists, including eight Nobel laureates, who stated that Trump would be a "dangerous, destructive" choice for president and which encouraged voters to vote for some other candidate. The letter stated that Trump "misinforms the electorate, degrades trust in public institutions with conspiracy theories, and promotes willful delusion over engagement with reality"; that "If elected, he poses a unique danger (...) to the prosperity of the country"; and that he "promotes magical thinking[image: External link] and conspiracy theories over sober assessments of feasible economic policy options".[369][370]

Peter Navarro of the University of California, Irvine, one of Trump's senior economic advisers, called the letter "an embarrassment to the corporate offshoring wing of the economist profession who continues to insist bad trade deals are good for America." He pointed to a letter signed in September by another group of economists, 305 in total, including one Nobel laureate and two former directors of the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office which stated "Hillary Clinton's economic agenda is wrong for America."[371][372]
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 Edward Snowden




In October 2013, Trump wrote in a Twitter message that NSA whistle-blower Edward Snowden[image: External link] "is a spy who should be executed—but if ... he could reveal Obama's records, I might become a major fan."[373] In 2014, Trump tweeted that "Snowden is bad, done tremendous damage to our country," but that "we have far worse in our government."[374]

During a Republican primary debate in 2016, Trump called Snowden a "total traitor" and "terrible threat" and again called him "a spy."[375][376][377] Snowden responded by saying: "It's very difficult to respond in a serious way to any statement that's made by Donald Trump."[376]
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 Fox News and Megyn Kelly




Trump was one of ten candidates in the main Fox News debate on August 6, 2015. Bret Baier[image: External link] questioned Trump about Obamacare[image: External link],[378] Chris Wallace[image: External link] asked him about Mexican illegal immigrants,[379] and Megyn Kelly[image: External link] asked about how he would respond to the Clinton campaign[image: External link] saying that he was waging a "war on women[image: External link]".[380] Trump replied, "I think the big problem this country has is being politically correct."[381]

In a later interview with Don Lemon[image: External link] on CNN Tonight[image: External link], Trump said that Kelly is a "lightweight" and had "blood coming out of her eyes, blood coming out of her... wherever."[382][383] Trump tweeted that his remark referred to Kelly's nose but was interpreted by critics as a reference to menstruation[image: External link].[384] Trump retained his first place standing after the debate, with an NBC News poll showing him at 23 percent support[385] and a Reuters/Ipsos poll at 24 percent,[386] followed by Ted Cruz at 13 percent and Ben Carson at 11 percent.[387]

Following the Megyn Kelly incident, Roger Stone, Trump's veteran political adviser, left the campaign, citing "controversies involving personalities and provocative media fights".[388] Despite this, Stone remained a Trump confidant[389] and said in an interview with National Review that he is "the ultimate Trump loyalist".[390] In March 2016, Trump resumed his feud with Fox News and Kelly in a number of Twitter messages disparaging Kelly and calling for a boycott of her show. Fox News responded with a statement saying that Trump's behavior was an "extreme, sick obsession" beneath the dignity of a presidential nominee.[391][392] In April 2016, Kelly met with Trump at Trump Tower at her request to "clear the air". Following the meeting, Trump stated that Kelly was "very, very nice" and regarding the meeting: "Maybe it was time... By the way, in all fairness, I give her a lot of credit" for requesting it.[393]
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 Hispanic and Latino Americans




Trump's popularity among Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] was low according to polling data; a nationwide survey conducted in February 2016 showed that some 80 percent of Hispanic voters had an unfavorable view of Trump (including 70 percent who had a "very unfavorable" view), more than double the percentage of any other Republican candidate.[394] These low rankings are attributed to Trump's anti-immigrant rhetoric.[394][395][396]

Alarm at Trump's rise prompted an increase in the number of eligible Latino immigrants who have chosen to naturalize[image: External link] to vote against him.[396] Despite his poor national standing with Hispanic and Latino Americans, he had constantly garnered higher numbers from them than each of his Republican rivals, along with other minority groups.[174][175] At the same time, Trump received pockets of Hispanic support, winning around 45 percent (plus or minus 10 percentage points) of the Hispanic Republican vote in the Nevada Republican caucuses[image: External link] (where about 8 percent of Republican caucus-goers were Hispanic),[397][398] and receiving some support among Cuban Americans[image: External link] in Florida.[399] Despite expectations of low Latino support, Trump received about 29% of the Hispanic vote, slightly more than Romney received in 2012.[400]

In August 2016, Trump created and met with a Hispanic advisory council.[401] He also hinted publicly that he might soften his call for the deportation of all undocumented immigrants.[402][403] On August 31, 2016, he made a visit to Mexico[image: External link] and met with Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto, saying he wanted to build relations in the country.[404] However, in a major speech later that night, Trump laid out a 10-step plan reaffirming his hardline positions, and used harsh rhetoric to portray many illegal immigrants as a danger to Americans.[405][406] In reaction, one member of Trump's Hispanic advisory council resigned, and several other Hispanic supporters said they were reconsidering their support.[407][408]
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 Military




Support from top former U.S. military leaders was split between Clinton and Trump, and "[a]mong prominent ex-military and national-security leaders, the edge clearly belongs to Clinton."[409] Among ex-military leaders, Trump's most prominent supporter was retired Lieutenant General Michael T. Flynn[image: External link].[409] An open letter[image: External link] endorsing Trump, signed by 88 retired generals and admirals (led by Sidney Shachnow[image: External link]), was released in September 2016.[410] This number is fewer than the 500 retired military officers who endorsed Republican nominee Mitt Romney in 2012.[409]

Trump led in polling of military veterans and military households in September 2016,[409][411] although his performance with this group "trails well behind that of other recent Republican candidates".[409]
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 Commander-in-Chief Forum




A live televised event hosted by IAVA[image: External link][412] was presented on September 7, 2016, by NBC News and MSNBC. The candidates responded to questions from the audience in separate 1/2 hour segments: Clinton first followed by Trump. The objective was to focus exclusively on issues pertaining to defense, foreign policy, and veterans. The audience consisted of mostly retired veterans and active duty service members.[413]
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 Mitt Romney




Main article: Mitt Romney's March 3 speech[image: External link]


On February 24, 2016, former presidential candidate Mitt Romney called on Trump to release his tax returns, suggesting they contain a "bombshell".[414][415] On March 3, Romney expanded his criticisms in a widely reported speech[image: External link] in which he said that Trump's economic plans would cause profound recession, criticized his foreign policy proposals as reckless and dangerous, and called him a "con man", a "fake", and a "phony", joking that Trump's promises are "as worthless as a degree from Trump University".[416][417] In June he expressed concern that some of the things Trump says could legitimize racism, and that Trump as president could cause "trickle-down racism, trickle-down bigotry, trickle-down misogyny, all these things (that) are extraordinarily dangerous to the heart and character of America".[418]

Unlike many other Republican critics who came around after Trump was confirmed as the presumptive nominee, Romney continued his "increasingly lonely" challenge to Trump. He explained, "I wanted my grandkids to see that I simply couldn't ignore what Mr. Trump was saying and doing, which revealed a character and temperament unfit for the leader of the free world."[419] He hinted that he might vote for Libertarian candidate Gary Johnson.[418]

In contrast, while Romney was running for president in 2012, he praised Trump and sought his endorsement.[420][421][422]
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 Organized opposition
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 Stop Trump movement




Main article: Stop Trump movement


A concerted effort by some Republicans and other prominent conservatives to prevent Trump from obtaining the Republican Party presidential nomination gained momentum following Trump's wins in the Super Tuesday primaries on March 15, 2016.[423][424][425][426]

On March 17, 2016, several dozen conservatives led by Erick Erickson[image: External link] met at the Army and Navy Club[image: External link] in Washington D.C.[image: External link] to discuss strategies for preventing Trump from securing the nomination at the Republican National Convention in July. Among the strategies discussed were a "unity ticket",[427] a possible third-party candidate and a contested convention, especially if Trump does not gain the 1,237 delegates necessary to secure the nomination.[428]

In June 2016, activists Eric O'Keefe[image: External link] and Dane Waters formed a group called Delegates Unbound[image: External link], attempting to convince delegates to vote for whomever they want.[235][236][429] By June 19, hundreds of delegates to the Republican National Convention calling themselves Free the Delegates[image: External link] had begun raising funds and recruiting members in support of an effort to change Party convention rules to free delegates to vote however they want - instead of according to the results of state caucuses and primaries.[430] However, the convention's Rules Committee voted down, by a vote of 84–21, a move to send a "minority report" to the floor allowing the unbinding of delegates, thereby defeating the "Stop Trump" activists and guaranteeing Trump's nomination. The committee then endorsed the opposite option, voting 87–12 to include rules language specifically stating that delegates were required to vote based on their states' primary and caucus results.[431]

Other conservative commentators were strongly opposed to him. National Review[image: External link] released a January 2016 special issue called "Against Trump", in opposition to Trump's bid for the presidency.[432][433][434] William Kristol, publisher of The Weekly Standard[image: External link], was highly critical of Trump and carried on a public search for an independent candidate to run against Trump and Clinton in the general election, citing a "patriotic obligation to try and offer the American people a third way".[435][436]
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 Opposition PACs




Our Principles PAC[image: External link] and the Club for Growth[image: External link] tried during the primary season to prevent Trump's nomination. Our Principles Pac spent more than $13 million on advertising attacking Trump.[437][438] The Club for Growth spent $11 million in an effort to prevent Trump from becoming the Republican Party's nominee.[439]
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 Paul Ryan




Paul Ryan, Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, was initially critical of Trump on multiple occasions. In December 2015 when Trump called for a ban on foreign Muslims entering the country, Ryan said "What was proposed yesterday is not what this party stands for, and more importantly, it's not what this country stands for."[440] Even after endorsing Trump, Ryan continued to criticize Trump's religion-based immigration proposals.[441] In early March 2016 Ryan condemned Trump's failure to repudiate the support of white supremacists[image: External link],[442] and in mid March he strongly objected to Trump's suggestion that there could be "riots" at the Republican convention if he is not the nominee.[443] In June when Trump said the judge hearing a lawsuit against him was biased because he was of Mexican extraction, Ryan said Trump's remarks were "absolutely unacceptable" and "the textbook definition of a racist comment".[444]

In May when Trump was declared the presumptive nominee, Ryan told CNN that he was not ready to endorse Trump, saying "I'm not there right now." He questioned Trump's commitment to conservative values but added he hoped to back him eventually.[445] Trump and Ryan met once during May, and on June 2 Ryan published an op-ed piece endorsing Trump and stressing the need to prevent Hillary Clinton's election.[446] Ryan later explained that as Majority Leader he feels obligated to support the Republican nominee in the interest of party unity.[447]

On August 2, 2016, one week before Ryan faced a primary for re-election to his house seat, Trump declined to endorse him, saying "I'm just not quite there yet." He also praised Ryan's primary opponent.[448] Trump's comments infuriated Republican officials, particularly GOP chairman Reince Priebus.[449] Three days later Trump endorsed Ryan, reading from a prepared statement, "So in our shared mission, to make America great again, I support and endorse our speaker of the House, Paul Ryan."[450]

In October 2016, following the Donald Trump Access Hollywood controversy, Ryan disinvited Trump from a scheduled campaign rally,[451] announced that he would no longer defend or support Trump's presidential campaign, and in a highly unusual move he freed down-ticket congressional members to use their own judgment, saying "you all need to do what's best for you and your district."[452] In the final weeks of the campaign, Trump went on the attack against Ryan, accusing him and other "disloyal" Republicans of deliberately undermining his candidacy as part of "a whole sinister deal".[453][454] Despite his reluctance to publicly support Trump, Ryan ultimately announced that he cast his vote for Donald Trump a week before election day.[455] In March 2017, Breitbart News released a tape recording with Ryan telling fellow Republican congressmen that he was "not going to defend Donald Trump — not now, not in the future." [456]
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 Religious community




Trump is a Presbyterian and says he attends Marble Collegiate Church, although the church said in a statement that he is "not an active member".[457] In campaign speeches, he had routinely praised the Bible[image: External link] and sometimes carried it, often saying that his own book Trump: The Art of the Deal is his "second-favorite book after the Bible".[458] On occasion, Trump "reflected a degree of indifference" to religion, causing unease among some social conservatives[image: External link].[459]

Trump solicited the support of religious leaders, inviting dozens of Christian and Jewish leaders to his New York City offices for a meeting and laying on of hands[image: External link] prayer gathering in September 2015.[460] Trump praised prominent national evangelical leaders of the Christian right, including Tony Perkins[image: External link] and Ralph Reed[image: External link],[461] and received a blessing and endorsement from Greek Orthodox priest and hedge fund manager Emmanuel Lemelson.[462] In January 2016, Trump received the endorsement of Liberty University president Jerry Falwell Jr., a prominent evangelical leader.[463]

Trump drew high levels of evangelical support despite holding political views and religious commitments at odds with many evangelicals.[464][465] In July 2016, 78 percent of white evangelicals said that they would vote for Trump according to Pew Research Center.[466] After the revelation of the "Access Hollywood" recording, members of Trump's "evangelical advisory council" compared their link to Trump to Jesus who had befriended sinners.[467]

Conversely, some Christian religious leaders criticized Trump. After finishing a trip to the U.S.–Mexico border, Pope Francis, the leader of the Catholic Church[image: External link], said in response to a question about Trump's border-wall proposal: "A person who thinks only about building walls—wherever they may be—and not building bridges, is not Christian. This is not in the Gospel."[468] Trump then called the pope's comments "disgraceful".[468]

Other figures made more direct religious-based critiques of Trump, including from the American Christian right. Russell D. Moore[image: External link], the head of the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link]'s public-policy arm, the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission[image: External link], is a prominent Trump critic and argued that Christians should vote for a conservative third party.[469][470] Peter Wehner[image: External link] of the Ethics and Public Policy Center[image: External link], who has served in the last three Republican presidential administrations, said that Trump "embodies a Nietzschean[image: External link] morality rather than a Christian one", writing that Trump is "characterized by indifference to objective truth (there are no facts, only interpretations), the repudiation of Christian concern for the poor and the weak, and disdain for the powerless".[471] On the Christian left[image: External link], a number of commentators, including preacher and New York Daily News columnist Shaun King[image: External link], criticized Trump's racially charged rhetoric as inconsistent with Christianity.[472]

Trump struggled with Mormon voters, affecting his party's grip on Utah, where Mormons constitute a majority, and Nevada, where they are a significant minority. Reasons for this include Trump's rhetoric concerning Muslims, which Mormons see as a parallel to their own historic persecution[image: External link].[473][474][475][476][477] Following the release of the 2016 Access Hollywood tape, several high-profile Mormon political leaders from Utah, including Utah governor[image: External link] Gary Herbert[image: External link] and representative Jason Chaffetz[image: External link], withdrew their endorsements for Trump.[478] Deseret News[image: External link], a media outlet owned by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints[image: External link], broke with an 80-year tradition of refraining from presidential endorsements to publish an editorial calling on Trump to step aside.[478]
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 Tea Party movement




Trump praised the U.S. Tea Party movement throughout his 2016 campaign.[479] In August 2015, he told a Tea Party gathering in Nashville[image: External link] that "The tea party people are incredible people. These are people who work hard and love the country and they get beat up all the time by the media."[479] In a January 2016 CNN poll at the beginning of the 2016 Republican primary[image: External link], Trump led all Republican candidates modestly among self-identified Tea Party voters with 37 percent supporting Trump and 34 percent supporting Ted Cruz.[480]

Trump's candidacy was met with varying reactions by the Tea Party movement's founders and organizations. National Tea Party movement co-founder and leader Michael Johns[image: External link] endorsed Trump immediately following Trump's June 2015 announcement of his candidacy and defended Trump throughout the contentious Republican primary.[481][482][483] However, Tea Party Patriots[image: External link], a national Tea Party organization, endorsed Cruz in the presidential primary.[484]
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 Trump family




Trump called his wife Melania "my pollster" and had said that she supported his presidential run.[485] Melania appeared at her husband's June 2015 campaign announcement and at the Fox News debate in Cleveland.[485] She has also conducted several televised interviews and appeared at a Trump rally in South Carolina along with other family members.[486] Trump's adult children Donald Jr, Ivanka, and Eric, as well as Ivanka's husband Jared Kushner, are all involved in his campaign and are regarded as key advisers. They were reportedly influential in persuading Trump to fire his controversial campaign manager Corey Lewandowski in June 2016.[487][488] Melania, Donald Jr, Eric, and Ivanka were "Headliner" speakers on successive nights of the Republican National Convention.[489] If elected president, Trump said that he would hand over control of his company to his children instead of placing it in a blind trust[image: External link].[490]
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 Veterans of Foreign Wars




The 1.7 million-member Veterans of Foreign Wars[image: External link] released a statement by its national commander stating, "Election year or not, the VFW will not tolerate anyone berating a Gold Star family member for exercising his or her right of speech or expression" and "There are certain sacrosanct subjects that no amount of wordsmithing can repair once crossed." The statement followed Trump's attack on the family of United States Army Captain Humayun Khan[image: External link], who was killed by a suicide car bomb after ordering his subordinates away from the vehicle.[491][492]
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 Wikileaks




Having called Wikileaks "disgraceful" in 2010, President Donald Trump praised Wikileaks in October 2016, saying, "I love Wikileaks."[493][494] In the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], Assange only exposed material damaging to the Democratic National Committee and Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton. Wikileaks popularized conspiracies about the Democratic Party and Hillary Clinton, such as tweeting an article which suggested Clinton campaign chairperson John Podesta engaged in satanic rituals, which was later revealed to be false[495][496][497][498] implying that the Democratic Party had Seth Rich[image: External link] killed,[499] suggesting that Clinton wore earpieces to debates and interviews,[500] claiming that Hillary Clinton wanted to drone strike Assange,[501] promoting conspiracy theories about Clinton's health,[502][503][504] and promoting a conspiracy theory from a Donald Trump-related internet community tying the Clinton campaign to child kidnapper Laura Silsby[image: External link].[505] According to Harvard political scientist Matthew Baum and College of the Canyons political scientist Phil Gussin, Wikileaks strategically released e-mails related to the Clinton campaign whenever Clinton's lead expanded in the polls.[506]
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 Women




There was a large gender gap in support for Trump, with women significantly less likely to express support than men.[507][508] A March 2016 poll showed that half of U.S. women had a "very unfavorable" view of Trump.[509][510] A separate March 2016 poll showed women favoring Hillary Clinton 55 percent to 35 percent over Trump, "twice the gender gap of the 2012 presidential election",[511] while a Gallup poll showed a 70 percent unfavorable rating.[512][513] A May 2016 NPR article, citing a poll that showed Clinton leading Trump among women by 17 percentage points while Trump led among men by 5 points - a 22-point gender gap - suggested that "the Trump–Clinton gender gap could be the largest in more than 60 years".[514] By mid-October 2016 an average among 12 polls showed Trump trailing by 15 percentage points among women but ahead by 5 points among men.[515] Both before and during his presidential campaign, Trump made a number of comments about women that some viewed as sexist[image: External link],[516][517][518] or misogynistic[image: External link].[519][520] A number of these are discussed below under controversies. Donald Trump ended up winning almost twice as many non-college educated white women than Hillary Clinton, although Clinton outperformed Trump with votes from college-educated white women.[521]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 White nationalists and white supremacists




From the outset of his campaign, Trump was endorsed by various white nationalist and white supremacist[image: External link] movements and leaders.[522][523] On February 24, 2016, David Duke, a former Ku Klux Klan Grand Dragon[image: External link], expressed vocal support for Trump's campaign on his radio show.[524][525][526][527] Shortly thereafter in an interview with Jake Tapper, Trump repeatedly claimed to be ignorant of Duke and his support. Republican presidential rivals were quick to respond on his wavering, and Senator Marco Rubio stated the Duke endorsement made Trump un-electable.[528] Others questioned his professed ignorance of Duke by pointing out that in 2000, Trump called him a "Klansman".[529][530] Trump later blamed the incident on a poor earpiece he was given by CNN. Later the same day Trump stated that he had previously disavowed Duke in a tweet posted with a video on his Twitter account.[531] On March 3, 2016, Trump stated: "David Duke is a bad person, who I disavowed on numerous occasions over the years. I disavowed him. I disavowed the KKK."[532]

On July 22, 2016 (the day after Trump's nomination), Duke announced that he will be a candidate for the Republican nomination for the U.S. Senate from Louisiana. He commented, "I'm overjoyed to see Donald Trump and most Americans embrace most of the issues that I've championed for years." A spokesperson for the Trump campaign said Trump "has disavowed David Duke and will continue to do so."[533]

On August 25, 2016, Clinton gave a speech saying that Trump is "taking hate groups mainstream and helping a radical fringe take over the Republican Party."[534] She identified this radical fringe with the "Alt-right", a largely online variation of American far-right that embraces white nationalism and is anti-immigration. During the election season, the Alt-right movement "evangelized" online in support of racist and anti-semitic ideologies.[535] Clinton noted that Trump's campaign chief executive Stephen Bannon[image: External link] described his Breitbart News Network as "the platform for the alt-right."[534] On September 9, 2016, several leaders of the alt-right community held a press conference, described by one reporter as the "coming-out party" of the little-known movement, to explain their goals.[536] They affirmed their racialist beliefs, stating "Race is real, race matters, and race is the foundation of identity."[537] Speakers called for a "White Homeland" and expounded on racial differences in intelligence. They also confirmed their support of Trump, saying "This is what a leader looks like."[537]

Richard Spencer, who runs the white nationalist National Policy Institute[image: External link], said, "Before Trump, our identity ideas, national ideas, they had no place to go". The editor of the Neo-Nazi[image: External link] website The Daily Stormer[image: External link] stated, "Virtually every alt-right Nazi[image: External link] I know is volunteering for the Trump campaign."[538] Rocky Suhayda[image: External link], chairman of the American Nazi Party[image: External link] said that although Trump "isn't one of us,"[539] his election would be a "real opportunity" for the white nationalist movement.[540]

The Southern Poverty Law Center monitored Trump's campaign throughout the election and noted several instances where Trump and lower-level surrogates either used white nationalist rhetoric or engaged with figures in the white nationalist movement.[541]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 /r/The_Donald subreddit




Main article: /r/The_Donald[image: External link]


At over 300,000 subscribers,[542] the subreddit[image: External link] "/r/The_Donald" on Reddit[image: External link] faced controversy since its inception.[543] Trump hosted an "Ask Me Anything"[image: External link] (AMA) on the subreddit during the 2016 Democratic National Convention[image: External link] on July 27, 2016, and answered thirteen of the thousands of questions posted on the subreddit.[544][545] Moderators of the subreddit claimed they banned more than 2,000 accounts during Trump's AMA session.[546]

The subreddit was criticized by Vice[image: External link] as being anti-choice, pro-Russia, authoritarian, racist, misogynistic, homophobic, Islamophobic, a hypocritical "free speech" rallying point, and censoring any differing opinion.[547][548] The publication Slate[image: External link] described The_Donald as a "hate speech[image: External link] forum[image: External link]".[549] According to the New York Times, "Members respond to accusations of bigotry with defiant claims of persecution at the hands of critics. It is an article of faith among posters that anti-racists are the real bigots, feminists are the actual sexists, and progressive politics are, in effect, regressive."[550]
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 Supporter demographics




Trump support was high among working and middle-class white male voters with annual incomes of less than $50,000 and no college degree.[551] This group, particularly those with less than a high-school education, suffered a decline in their income in recent years.[552] According to The Washington Post, support for Trump is higher in areas with a higher mortality rate for middle-age white people.[553] A sample of interviews with more than 11,000 Republican-leaning respondents from August to December 2015 found that Trump at that time found his strongest support among Republicans in West Virginia[image: External link], followed by New York, and then followed by six Southern states.[554]

Surveys showed that significant proportions of Trump supporters hold negative views of immigrants, Muslims, and African-Americans. The Pew Research Center found that 69 percent of Trump supporters viewed immigrants as a burden, rather than a benefit, to the US, and 64 percent believed that American Muslims should be subject to greater scrutiny solely on the basis of their religion.[555] Reuters found that Trump supporters were more than twice as likely as Clinton supporters to view Islam negatively.[556] Trump supporters were also more likely than supporters of other candidates to hold negative views of African-Americans. Reuters reported that 40–50 percent of Trump supporters viewed African-Americans as being more "lazy", "rude", "violent", or "criminal" than whites, compared to 25–30 percent for Clinton supporters; while 32 percent of Trump supporters believed that African-Americans were less intelligent than whites, compared to 22 percent of Clinton supporters.[557]

University of Massachusetts Amherst[image: External link] researchers, analyzing a national survey of likely Republican primary voters from December 2015, found that having an authoritarian personality[image: External link] and a fear of terrorism were the only two variables among those tested that were statistically significant[image: External link] predictors of Trump support.[558][559] Another study based on a different survey, conducted by professors at the University of Chicago[image: External link] and University of Minnesota[image: External link], concluded that Trump supporters were no more authoritarian than supporters of other Republican candidates, but rather were characterized primarily by a strong nationalist identity and a mistrust of experts, intellectuals, and perceived elites.[560]

A geographical study looked at the percentage support for Trump in GOP primaries in 23 states in 2016, according to the characteristics of the county. It found support for Trump was correlated positively with factors (in order of statistical strength) (1) proportion of white lacking a high school diploma; (2) ethnicity reported as "American" on the census; (3) living in a mobile home; (4) jobs largely in agriculture, construction, manufacturing or trade; (5) having a history of voting for segregationists such as George Wallace in 1968; (6) residents born in the United States and being an evangelical Christian.[561]
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 Campaign finances
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 Primary campaign




As of January 31, 2016, the Trump campaign had received $7.5 million in donations from individuals, $250,318 donated directly by Trump himself, and a $17.78-million loan from the candidate.[562] The loaned amount can be repaid to Trump as other donations arrive.[562] According to reports to the FEC, the campaign had $1.9 million on hand as of February 20.[563]

As of March 31, he had raised $48.4 million, spent $46.3 million, and had $2.1 million cash on hand. His total spending including $3.2 million by outside groups, total $49.5 million.[564] As of May 31, he had raised $63.1 million, spent $61.8 million, and had $1.3 million cash on hand. His total spending including $3.0 million by outside groups, total $64.7 million.[565] As of June 30, he had raised $89.0 million, spent $68.8 million, and had $20.2 million cash on hand. His total spending including $7.6 million by outside groups, total $76.4 million.[566][567]

On June 23, Trump announced that he was forgiving $50 million in loans that he had made to his campaign for the primary.[568] His campaign refused to release evidence to the press that would prove that he had forgiven these loans.[569]

In October 2015 Trump had said: "I am self-funding my campaign and therefore I will not be controlled by the donors, special interests and lobbyists who have corrupted our politics and politicians for far too long. I have disavowed all super PACs, requested the return of all donations made to said PACs, and I am calling on all presidential candidates to do the same."[570][571][572] Politifact[image: External link] reports that Trump's claims that he is "self-funding" his campaign are "half-true." By the end of 2015, Trump's campaign had raised $19.4 million, with almost $13 million (about 66 percent) coming in the form of a loan from Trump himself and the remainder (34 percent) coming from others' contributions.[573] The announcement came a day after a main super PAC backing Trump closed amid scrutiny about its relationship to the campaign itself.[118][119] Although Trump attended at least two Make America Great Again Super PAC fundraising events, including one at the home of his daughter Ivanka's in-laws,[118] he later said he never gave his endorsement to the super PAC or any of the other eight super PACs supporting his run.[574][575] In addition to a $100,000 donation from Ivanka Trump's mother-in-law, the Make America Great Again super PAC accepted $1 million in seed money from casino mogul and longtime Trump business partner Phil Ruffin[image: External link] who, according to FEC filings, gave the money just two weeks after the super PAC was established; the super PAC spent about $500,000 on polling, consulting, and legal expenses before shutting down in the wake of The Washington Post's coverage.[117][119]
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 General election campaign




According to Bloomberg News, Trump's general election campaign raised over $500 million, roughly half the sum raised by the Clinton campaign. By October 19, Trump had "put $56.2 million of his own [money] into the campaign, leaving him with scant time to put in the rest of the $100 million he's pledged to spend."[576]

After becoming the presumptive nominee in early May, the Trump campaign announced that it would be seeking large donations for the general election,[577] and that Trump would not be self-funding his campaign in the general election.[578] By the end of May, Trump was reported to have had $1.3 million available for his campaign, while Clinton had $42 million.[579]

Wall Street banker Steven Mnuchin was named finance chair of the Trump campaign in May 2016.[580] In May 2016, the campaign established the Trump Victory Committee[image: External link] to enable joint fundraising with the Republican National Committee and eleven state parties; longtime Republican financiers Diane Hendricks[image: External link], Woody Johnson[image: External link], Mel Sembler[image: External link], Ray Washburne[image: External link], and Ron Weiser[image: External link] (all of whom backed other candidates during the Republican primary) agreed to serve as vice chairs of the committee.[581][582]

In May 2016, casino billionaire Sheldon Adelson[image: External link] announced that he would spend $100 million in support of Trump's election.[583][584] As of late August 2016, the Federal Election Commission had not reported any donations to the Trump campaign by Adelson.[585] While a number of large-dollar donors who previously backed other candidates[582] and were once mocked by Trump joined his campaign,[581] other prominent Republican megadonors oppose Trump and opted to "sit out" the election, withholding their support and financial backing. These include Norman Braman[image: External link], Paul Singer[image: External link], Seth Klarman[image: External link],[586] and the Koch Brothers[image: External link][587]

Several Super PACs[image: External link] were founded in support of Trump's campaign in the general election, including Great America PAC, Committee for American Sovereignty, and Rebuilding America Now[image: External link].[588] Vice presidential nominee Mike Pence and former Trump campaign manager Paul Manafort both endorsed Rebuilding America Now,[589] and Trump agreed to headline fundraising events for the organization.[590]
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 Controversies






	This section may be too long[image: External link] to read and navigate comfortably. Please consider splitting[image: External link] content into sub-articles, condensing[image: External link] it, or adding or removing subheadings[image: External link]. (October 2016)
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 Comment about Second Amendment and Hillary Clinton




See also: Stochastic terrorism[image: External link]


At a campaign stop in Wilmington, North Carolina[image: External link], on August 9, Donald Trump said that Hillary Clinton wanted to "essentially abolish the Second Amendment" because of her support for gun control[image: External link]. He said if she nominates judges to the Supreme Court, there would be nothing that could be done about it, and then added, "Although the Second Amendment people, maybe there is. I don't know".

Trump's comment sparked condemnation from various Democrats and Republicans for being perceived as suggesting violence against Clinton or liberal jurists, instead of suggesting political action. Clinton Campaign spokesman Robby Mook released a statement that said, "... what Trump is saying is dangerous", and that a person seeking the presidency "should not suggest violence in any way."[591] General Michael Hayden[image: External link], who is the former head of the CIA, stated that "If someone else had said that outside the hall, he'd be in the back of a police wagon now with the Secret Service questioning him."[592] Secret Service spokesperson Cathy Milhoan said in a statement that the U.S. Secret Service[image: External link] was aware of Trump's comments.[593] The New York Times opinion writer Thomas Friedman[image: External link] condemned Trump's comment, saying "And that, ladies and gentlemen, is how Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin[image: External link] got assassinated."[594][595][596]

Politifact noted that some people saw it as a joke about assassination or a reference to political action, while others took it as a threat. Politifact also noted that the premise behind Trump's remark—that Clinton wants to "abolish the Second Amendment"—was factually false.[597] The Trump campaign responded with a statement that attributed the comment to the great political power that Second Amendment people have.[598] House Speaker Paul Ryan said Trump should clarify what seemed to him a joke gone wrong.[599] Hillary Clinton responded to Trump's comments by saying, "words matter", and that Trump's comments were part of a long line of casual comments from Trump that had "crossed a line."[593]

In September, Trump repeated the false statement that Clinton wanted to abolish the Second Amendment and suggested that Clinton's Secret Service detail disarm themselves and "let's see what happens".[600] The comments were interpreted by many commentators as an incitement to violence.[601]
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 Khizr and Ghazala Khan




During the 2016 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], one of the speakers was Khizr Khan[image: External link], a Muslim U.S. citizen who immigrated from Pakistan in 1980. Khan is the father of Captain Humayun Khan[image: External link], a U.S. soldier who was killed in Iraq in 2004 by a suicide bomber, and later awarded the Bronze Star Medal[image: External link] and a Purple Heart[image: External link]. Khan spoke about his son and criticized Trump for his Muslim ban proposals, asking if Trump had ever read the U.S. Constitution[image: External link], and offering to give him a copy. He stated that Trump had "sacrificed nothing and no one."[602]

The following Sunday on ABC's This Week[image: External link] with George Stephanopoulos[image: External link], Trump was asked about Khan. Trump replied that Khan was, "you know, very emotional and probably looked like a nice guy to me."[603] Trump went on to wonder why Khizr Khan's wife Ghazala, who stood silently by her husband's side during his speech, did not speak and speculated that she might not have been allowed to speak. (Ghazala later responded by stating that at the time she was too emotional to speak.) When Trump was asked what he had sacrificed for his country, he told Stephanopoulos, "I think I've made a lot of sacrifices. I work very, very hard. I've created thousands and thousands of jobs, tens of thousands of jobs, built great structures. I've had tremendous success. I think I've done a lot." Trump also cited his work on behalf of veterans, including helping build a Vietnam War memorial in Manhattan[image: External link] and raising "millions of dollars" for veterans.[603]

Trump's comments touched off a firestorm of controversy by appearing to belittle the Khans, with public officials and commentators from all sides of the political spectrum arguing that he should show more respect to the parents of a fallen soldier.[604][605] A Fox News poll found that 69 percent of respondents who were familiar with Trump's comments, including 41 percent of Republicans, felt that Trump's response was "out of bounds".[606] The Khan controversy, along with Trump's initial refusal to endorse Speaker of the House Paul Ryan for re-election, contributed to significant drops in Trump's poll numbers that week.[607]

Trump responded to the criticism on Twitter, stating that Khazir Khan "viciously attacked me" and tweeting: "This story is not about Mr. Khan, who is all over the place doing interviews, but rather RADICAL ISLAMIC TERRORISM and the U.S. Get smart!"[608] Later, Trump released a written statement saying "Captain Humayun Khan was a hero to our country and we should honor all who have made the ultimate sacrifice to keep our country safe", adding "While I feel deeply for the loss of his son, Mr. Khan, who has never met me, has no right to stand in front of millions of people and claim I have never read the Constitution (which is false), and say many other inaccurate things."[609]

When questioned about the Khans during the second presidential debate[image: External link], Trump claimed that Humayun Khan would be alive had he been President in 2004 and referred to him as an "American hero". The Khans responded by saying that they know that their son is an American hero.[610]
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 Campaign misstatements




In December 2015, Politifact[image: External link] named "the many campaign misstatements of Donald Trump" as its "2015 Lie of the Year", noting at the time that 76 percent of Trump statements rated by the factchecking website were rated "Mostly False, False or Pants on Fire", more than any other politician.[611][612] Norman Ornstein[image: External link], a scholar at the conservative American Enterprise Institute[image: External link], said that "Trump came into an environment that was ripe for bombastic, inflammatory, outrageous statements without having to suffer the consequences", citing the rise of partisan media, popular desensitization to inflammatory rhetoric, and "the assault on science and expertise" as contributing factors.[611]

In March 2016, Politico Magazine analyzed 4.6 hours of Trump stump speeches and press conferences over a five-day period and found "more than five dozen statements deemed mischaracterizations, exaggerations, or simply false."[613] Trump's penchant for exaggerating to voters has roots in the world of New York real estate, where hyperbole is common.[614][615] Lucas Graves, a professor at the University of Wisconsin–Madison School of Journalism & Mass Communication[image: External link], observed that Trump often speaks in a suggestive way that makes it unclear what exactly he meant and, in this regard, warned fact checkers[image: External link] "to be really careful ... to pick things that can be factually investigated and that reflect what the speaker was clearly trying to communicate."[616]
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 Praise for authoritarian foreign leaders




Trump's frequent praise for foreign leaders alleged of being either authoritarian[image: External link] or totalitarian[image: External link] prompted significant criticism from members of both major political parties.[617][618][619]

Trump frequently praised Russia's Vladimir Putin, calling him a strong leader, "unlike what we have in this country,"[620] "a man so highly respected within his own country and beyond,"[621] and wondered if "he will become my new best friend."[622] He continued to praise Putin throughout the campaign, comparing him favorably to Obama, hailing Russia as an ally in fighting ISIS[image: External link], and downplaying any suggestion that Russia had behaved aggressively in the world.[623] He also dismissed the assertion by U.S. intelligence officials that Russia is responsible for the computer hacking of Democratic party organizations and individuals.[624] Trump called for closer relations with Russia and "has surrounded himself with a team of advisers who have had financial ties to Russia."[625]

In January 2016, Trump commented on North Korean leader Kim Jong-un[image: External link], first saying he's a "maniac", but then stating "you gotta give him credit" for the "incredible" way he eliminated his opponents to take charge of the country.[626]

During the Republican debate on March 10, 2016, Trump stirred controversy by saying that the Chinese government's 1989 massacre[image: External link] of unarmed civilians in Tiananmen Square[image: External link] was "horrible" and "vicious" but also "shows you the power of strength." When challenged, he said he was not endorsing the massacre and proceeded to characterize the protest as a riot: "I was not endorsing it. I said that is a strong, powerful government that put it down with strength. And then they kept down the riot. It was a horrible thing. It doesn't mean at all I was endorsing it."[627]

At a July 5 campaign rally, Trump again raised controversy by praising Saddam Hussein[image: External link] for being good at killing terrorists, saying Hussein was "a really bad guy" but "you know what he did well? He killed terrorists. He did that so good. They didn't read them the rights. They didn't talk. They were terrorists. It was over." The New York Times said that Trump's descriptions "are not grounded in fact", noting that Saddam Hussein's Iraq[image: External link] itself had been listed as a state sponsor of terrorism.[628][629] Terrorism expert Peter Bergen[image: External link] defended Trump: "Saddam Hussein repressed terrorist groups, as he did all forms of rebellion and dissent ... Trump's claim that following the fall of Saddam, Iraq has emerged as the 'Harvard' of terrorism is correct because Zarqawi[image: External link] in 2004 merged his terrorist group with al Qaeda[image: External link] to create "Al Qaeda in Iraq," which is the parent organization of today's ISIS."[630] In October Trump said that both Iraq and Libya would be better off if their deposed dictators, Saddam and Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link], were still in power, and in December he described Saddam's use of poison gas against civilians as "throwing a little gas".[631][632] His July 5 comments were widely criticized. Speaker of the House Paul Ryan dissociated himself from the remarks, and a spokesman for Hillary Clinton said "Donald Trump's praise for brutal strongmen seemingly knows no bounds."[633]

Asked about the failed 2016 Turkish coup d'état attempt[image: External link], Trump praised Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, saying, "I give great credit to him for being able to turn that around."[634]
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 Support for fringe or conspiracy theories




During his campaign, Trump frequently gave voice to fringe or conspiracy theories[image: External link].[635][636][637][638] Professor Joseph E. Uscinski, the co-author of American Conspiracy Theories, writes that Trump made "unabashed" and "deft and almost daily use of … conspiracy narratives" on the campaign trail.[636] According to political writer Steve Benen[image: External link], unlike past political leaders, Trump did not keep fringe theories[image: External link] and their supporters at arm's length.[639][640][641]

Trump, for example, promoted the discredited belief that vaccines can cause autism[image: External link] unless administered according to a lengthened schedule.[642] He also alluded to the unfounded notion[image: External link] that President Obama is secretly a Muslim, for example stating that Obama might have attended a particular funeral "if it were held in a Mosque" and saying that "some people" think a Muslim already had been elected president.[637][638] Trump also speculated that Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia's death by natural causes, was in truth caused by murder.[643]
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 Veterans for a Strong America event




The Veterans for a Strong America[image: External link] organized an event for Trump on September 15, 2015.[644] According to the Associated Press, the IRS had revoked the nonprofit status of the organization, and its endorsement of Trump raised campaign finance questions as corporations are restricted to donating up to $2,700 to a campaign, but the event exceeded that amount.[644] Other concerns raised include reports that the Veterans for a Strong America did not appear to have any members or relation with veterans.[645] According to CNN, the group "sounds like a charity" and "touted having more than a half-million supporters" but is in fact a political action group; CNN "found scant evidence" of the number of supporters stated by the group. The group's tax-exempt status had been revoked before the event; the group is appealing.[646]
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 Refusal to release tax returns




See also: United States presidential election § Financial disclosures[image: External link]


Trump did not release his personal income tax returns[image: External link], as nominees traditionally do, and said he does not plan to do so before the November election.[647] Historians say he would be the first major party nominee since 1976 not to make his tax returns public. Before declaring for president he said he would "absolutely" release them if he decided to run for office.[648] Early in the 2016 primary process he promised to put out "very big, very beautiful" returns.[648] He offered various reasons for not giving out the information. He says his lawyers told him not to release the returns because they are being audited. He contends that voters are not interested and "there's nothing to learn from them". He told one interviewer that his tax rate is "none of your business".[648]

Trump was criticized for his refusal to release tax information. Experts say being audited is no bar to releasing the information.[649] The current top IRS official, Commissioner John Koskinen[image: External link], said that it would be fine for Trump to release his returns during an audit.[650][651]

2012 presidential candidate Mitt Romney said that, "It is disqualifying for a modern-day presidential nominee to refuse to release tax returns to the voters." Romney speculated, "There is only one logical explanation for Mr. Trump's refusal to release his returns: there is a bombshell in them."[652] John Fund[image: External link] of the National Review[image: External link] said that Republican convention delegates should abstain from voting for Trump if he does not release the information, fearing that the returns could contain an electoral "time bomb".[653]

There is no requirement that presidential candidates release their tax returns but candidates are legally free to do so even when under audit.[654][655] Tax lawyers differ as to whether releasing tax returns is legally advisable for someone like Trump who is under audit.[655][656] According to NPR, tax experts such as New York University Law School[image: External link] professor Daniel Shaviro say that "Trump's lawyers may advise him not to release the returns for legal strategy purposes."[657]

On October 1, 2016, the New York Times reported that the Times had been given three pages of certain state tax returns for Trump for the year 1995. The materials indicated that Trump incurred a $916 million net operating loss[image: External link] which, for Federal income tax purposes, could potentially have prevented Trump from owing any Federal income taxes for up to 18 years.[658] Marc Kasowitz[image: External link] of Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Friedman[image: External link] wrote to the Times stating, according to one report, that "the publication of Trump’s tax records was illegal because Trump had not authorized their disclosure ... [and] threatening 'prompt initiation of appropriate legal action.'".[659]
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 Use of Twitter




Donald Trump's prolific use of Twitter, which he started using in March 2009, earned him millions of followers. His almost daily use of social media[image: External link] as a vehicle for connecting to his audience is unprecedented as a campaign tool. On November 22, 2015, Trump retweeted an image containing racially charged and inaccurate crime data between blacks and whites[image: External link], cited to a non-existent group.[660][661][662] According to Newsweek, the image appeared to originate with a neo-Nazi[image: External link] Twitter account.[663] When later asked by Bill O'Reilly[image: External link] about his sharing of the image, Trump confirmed that he had personally retweeted the image and said that it came from "sources that are very credible."[660] The Annenberg Public Policy Center[image: External link]'s FactCheck.org reported that the image was a "bogus graphic."[660]

On February 28, Trump re-tweeted a Mussolini quote that had been posted from a parody bot created by Gawker[image: External link]: "It is better to live one day as a lion than 100 years as a sheep".[664] When informed that the source of the quote was 20th century Italian fascist[image: External link] dictator Benito Mussolini[image: External link], Trump responded that the origin of the quote made no difference because "it's a very good quote."[665]

On July 2, 2016, Trump tweeted a picture originally created as a meme by white supremacists[image: External link].[666][667][668] The tweet featured a photo of Clinton next to a star-shaped badge saying "Most Corrupt Candidate Ever!" with a background of $100 bills. The six-pointed star was interpreted as a Star of David[image: External link] and the tweet denounced as "blatantly anti-semitic" by many observers, ranging from the Hillary Clinton campaign to the Anti-Defamation League[image: External link] to House Speaker Paul Ryan.[669][670] However, Trump's former campaign director Corey Lewandowski dismissed the attacks as "political correctness run amok" and compared the star to a sheriff's badge.[671][672] The Trump campaign took down the image, then re-uploaded it with a circle replacing the star. However, the re-uploading of the image included the hashtag "#AmericaFirst", and so was criticized by many pundits as evoking the name of the America First Committee[image: External link], the name of a fascist[image: External link] organization in the United States that urged appeasement[image: External link] with Adolf Hitler[image: External link] and Nazi Germany[image: External link] in the Second World War[image: External link].[673][674]

In September 2016, after Hillary Clinton's deplorables comment[image: External link], Donald Trump retweeted a statement President Obama made in 2012 regarding Mitt Romney's 47% comment[image: External link].[675][676]
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 Opposition from Republicans




See also: List of Republicans who opposed the Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016


An open letter[image: External link] from 120[677] conservative foreign-policy and national-security leaders, released in March 2016, condemned Trump as "fundamentally dishonest" and unfit to be president.[678][679] Signatories to the letter included a number of former high-level George W. Bush administration[image: External link] figures, and others, including Eliot A. Cohen[image: External link], Max Boot[image: External link], and Daniel W. Drezner[image: External link].[677][678][680] Critics noted that the signers of the letter are "the exact type of establishment Republicans against whom Trump has been railing."[678]

Also in March 2016, another group of foreign policy experts published a letter in Foreign Policy[image: External link] magazine, entitled "Defending the Honor of the U.S. Military from Donald Trump", against Trump's statements that he would direct the military to torture suspected terrorists and their families and target the families of terrorists and other civilians, stating that "every reputable legal expert we know has deemed [these activities] illegal."[681] The letter was signed by both neoconservatives[image: External link] and prominent realists[image: External link], such as Andrew J. Bacevich[image: External link] and Richard K. Betts[image: External link].[682]

Several incumbent Republican members of Congress announced they would not vote for Trump. South Carolina Senator Lindsey Graham says he will not vote for either Trump or Clinton in the fall and urged other Republicans to "un-endorse" Trump.[683][684] Illinois Senator Mark Kirk[image: External link] said he plans to write in a name, possibly David Petraeus[image: External link] or Colin Powell[image: External link].[685] New York Rep. Richard Hanna[image: External link], who is retiring at the end of this term, was the first Republican to say he will vote for Hillary Clinton.[686] Illinois Rep. Adam Kinzinger[image: External link] said Trump "for me is beginning to cross a lot of red lines in the unforgivable on politics" and he will vote for a write-in candidate or not vote.[687] Pennsylvania Rep. Charlie Dent[image: External link] said Trump crossed "a bridge too far"; he plans to vote for a write-in candidate.[688] Virginia Rep. Scott Rigell[image: External link], also retiring at the end of this term, said he will vote for Libertarian candidate Gary Johnson.[689]

A letter from 50 Republican national security officials[image: External link] was published on August 8. The senior officials, who included former White House officials and Cabinet secretaries, said Trump "lacks the character, values, and experience" to be President.[690][691] Trump responded the same day, saying "The names on this letter are the ones the American people should look to for answers on why the world is a mess, and we thank them for coming forward so everyone in this country knows who deserves the blame for making the world such a dangerous place."[692]
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 Trump University




Main articles: Trump University and Cohen v. Trump[image: External link]


Trump University, and Trump himself, were involved during the campaign in three ongoing lawsuits alleging fraudulent business practices. One of the suits was scheduled to be heard in San Diego in November, three weeks after the general election. In late July, the judge hearing that case denied a motion to dismiss it.[693] Shortly after Trump won the presidency, the parties agreed to a settlement of all three pending cases. In the settlement, Trump did not admit to any wrongdoing but agreed to pay a total of $25 million.[694][695]

The lawsuits were active throughout the campaign and were invoked by Trump's rivals in Republican primary debates.[696] Hillary Clinton used the Trump University allegations against Trump in speeches and campaign ads.[697] Trump repeatedly criticized Gonzalo P. Curiel, the presiding judge in two of the cases, stating that his Mexican heritage serves as a conflict of interest[image: External link].[698][699] During a June 3, 2016, interview with Jake Tapper of CNN, Tapper asked Trump what Curiel's rulings have to do with his heritage. Trump answered, "I've been treated very unfairly by this judge. Now, this judge is of Mexican heritage. I'm building a wall, OK? I'm building a wall."[700] Trump also suggested that Curiel is a friend of a lawyer for one of the plaintiffs, to which the lawyer responded that they had not been friends in any "social" setting.[701]

Legal experts criticized Trump's comments,[702] and Paul Ryan, who had endorsed Trump for president, disavowed the comments, saying that they were racist.[703] Meanwhile, Governor Chris Christie defended Trump's comments, saying that Trump was not a "pre-programmed robotic politician".[704][705]

Trump also accused Curiel of bias because of his membership in La Raza Lawyers of California, a professional association[image: External link] of Hispanic attorneys.[706][707] Former United States Attorney General[image: External link] Alberto Gonzales[image: External link] wrote on June 4 that some of Trump's aides alleged a link between the La Raza Lawyers of California and an advocacy organization called the National Council of La Raza[image: External link], which had organized protests at Trump rallies: "The two groups are unaffiliated, and Curiel is not a member of NCLR. But Trump may be concerned that the lawyers' association or its members represent or support the other advocacy organization".[708]

On June 7, 2016, Trump said that his criticism of the judge had been "misconstrued" and that his concerns about Curiel's impartiality were not based on ethnicity alone, but rather on rulings in the case.[709] He said that he was not categorically attacking people of Mexican heritage.[710]

In 2013 Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi[image: External link] requested a political donation from Trump while her office was "currently reviewing the allegations" in a New York class action suit. The Donald J. Trump Foundation sent her re-election campaign $25,000. Bondi's office decided not to pursue action.[711] The Washington Post reported in September 2016 that foundation was fined $2,500 by the IRS for using the funds to make a political contribution to Bondi's PAC.[712]
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 2005 Access Hollywood video tape




Main article: Donald Trump and Billy Bush recording controversy[image: External link]


Video and accompanying audio were released by The Washington Post on October 7, 2016, in which Trump referred obscenely to women in a 2005 conversation with Billy Bush while they were preparing to film an episode of Access Hollywood. Trump said that he could grab women[image: External link] "by the pussy[image: External link]" and get away with it, because he is a "star". The audio was met with a reaction of disbelief and disgust from the media.[713][714][715] Following the revelation, Trump's campaign issued an apology, stating that the video was of a private conversation from "many years ago".[716]



	External video



	
Trump recorded having extremely lewd conversation about women in 2005[image: External link], The Washington Post, 12:44, October 8, 2016[714]




	
Donald Trump apologizes for sexist comments about groping women[image: External link], Trump campaign video via PBS Newshour[image: External link], 1:15, October 7, 2016[717]





The incident was condemned by numerous prominent Republicans. RNC Chairman Reince Priebus said "No woman should ever be described in these terms or talked about in this manner. Ever." Mitt Romney tweeted "Hitting on married women? Condoning assault? Such vile degradations demean our wives and daughters and corrupt America's face to the world." John Kasich called the remarks "indefensible." Jeb Bush called them "reprehensible."[718] Speaker of the House Paul Ryan disinvited Trump to participate in a campaign event for Ryan in Wisconsin, saying that he was "sickened" by Trump's comments.[719] Three days later Ryan indicated that he would no longer defend or support Trump's presidential campaign, and in a highly unusual move he freed down-ticket congressional members to use their own judgement, saying "you all need to do what's best for you and your district."[720] Trump's wife Melania called Trump's words "offensive" and "inappropriate."[721] By October 8 several dozen Republicans had called for Trump to withdraw from the campaign and let Pence head the ticket.[722] Trump insisted he would never drop out.[723]

Several hours after the initial report by The Washington Post, the Trump campaign released a video statement in response to the controversy, in which Trump apologized, stating that "Anyone who knows me knows these words don't reflect who I am. I said it, I was wrong, and I apologize."[714][724] Towards the end of the statement Trump also said that "there is a big difference between the words and actions", and then went on to say that "Bill Clinton has actually abused women and Hillary has bullied, attacked, shamed, and intimidated his victims".[714][724] This apology was criticized severely by the media and members of the public as being insincere and attempting to divert the problem at hand with unsubstantiated accusations against his political opponents.[725][726][727] Trump replied that "thousands and thousands" of supporters sent him letters after the controversial video was published.[723]
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 Sexual misconduct accusations




Main article: Donald Trump sexual misconduct allegations


Following the October 7, 2016, revelation of Trump's 2005 remarks during a filming of an Access Hollywood episode and his denial that he had ever actually engaged in the behaviors he described, multiple women came forward with new stories of sexual misconduct, including unwanted kissing and groping. Sources for the stories included The New York Times and People magazine. The stories received widespread national media coverage.[728][729] Also, previous allegations and statements from other women resurfaced. In 1997, Jill Harth filed a lawsuit alleging Trump groped her in "intimate" parts and engaged in "relentless" sexual harassment.[730] Trump and his campaign denied all of these charges, and Trump claimed to have begun drafting a lawsuit against The New York Times alleging libel[image: External link].[731][732] On October 13, Trump denied all of the allegations, referring to them as "false smears" and alleging "a conspiracy against ... the American people".[733]

Trump was also reported to have walked in on Miss Universe, Miss USA, and Miss Teen USA contestants in varying stages of undress without prior notice of his arrival. Some of the Miss Teen USA contestants were as young as 15.[734] Trump has said in an interview with Howard Stern[image: External link] in 2005, "no men are anywhere. And I'm allowed to go in because I'm the owner of the pageant. And therefore I'm inspecting it... Is everyone OK? You know, they're standing there with no clothes. And you see these incredible-looking women. And so I sort of get away with things like that. [...] I'll go backstage before a show, and everyone's getting dressed and ready and everything else."[735]
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 Uncertainty over accepting the election results




Trump repeatedly suggested that the election is "rigged" against him, and in the final debate he cast doubt on whether he would accept the results of the election should he lose, saying "I'll keep you in suspense".[736] His comment touched off a media and political uproar, in which he was accused of "threatening to upend a fundamental pillar of American democracy" and "rais(ing) the prospect that millions of his supporters may not accept the results on Nov. 8 if he loses".[737] Rick Hasen[image: External link] of University of California, Irvine School of Law[image: External link] described Trump's comments as, "appalling and unprecedented" and fears there could be "violence in the streets from his supporters if Trump loses."[738] The next day Trump modified his stance by saying, "Of course, I would accept a clear election result, but I would also reserve my right to contest or file a legal challenge in the case of a questionable result." He also stated that he would "totally" accept the election results "if I win."[739]
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 Allegations of promoting voter intimidation




In the weeks before the election, Trump urged his supporters to volunteer as poll watchers[image: External link] on Election Day, saying they were needed to guard against "voter fraud" and a "rigged" outcome. The rhetoric was seen as a call to intimidate minority voters or challenge their credentials to prevent them from voting.[740][741]

Democratic Party officials sued Trump in Arizona, Nevada, Ohio and Pennsylvania, accusing him of voter intimidation, in violation of the 1965 Voters Rights Act[image: External link] and the 1871 Ku Klux Klan Act[image: External link], with his calls for supporters to monitor polling stations in minority neighborhoods. The Ohio Democratic Party wrote in a legal filing, "Trump has sought to advance his campaign's goal of 'voter suppression' by using the loudest microphone in the nation to implore his supporters to engage in unlawful intimidation," Other lawsuits used similar language.[742] A separate lawsuit in New Jersey accuses the Republican National Committee of cooperating with Trump's "ballot security" activities, which the RNC is prohibited from doing by a 1982 consent decree.[743]

A federal District Court judge in Nevada ordered Trump campaigners to make available any training materials they provided for "poll watchers, poll observers, exit pollsters or any other similarly tasked individuals."[744] A District Court judge in Pennsylvania denied a request by the state Republican Party to allow poll watching by people from outside the immediate area, which is forbidden by the state election code.[745]
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 Presidential debates




Main article: United States presidential election debates, 2016[image: External link]


The first of three presidential debates[image: External link] took place on Monday evening, September 26, at New York's Hofstra University. The moderator was Lester Holt of NBC.[746] A live-TV audience of 84 million viewers set a viewership record for presidential debates.[747] Scientific polls[image: External link] showed that most voters thought Hillary Clinton performed better than Donald Trump in the debate.[748][749] The second debate was held on Sunday, October 9, at Washington University[image: External link] in St Louis, Missouri.[750] The co-moderators were CNN's Anderson Cooper[image: External link] and ABC News' Martha Raddatz[image: External link]. Republican nominee Trump tweeted on Tuesday morning that "every poll" declared him the winner.[751] The final debate took place on the campus of the University of Las Vegas[image: External link] on Wednesday evening, October 19. The moderator was Chris Wallace[image: External link] of Fox News.[752]
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 Endorsements




Main articles: List of Donald Trump presidential campaign endorsements, 2016 and List of Donald Trump presidential campaign primary endorsements, 2016


See also: Endorsements for the Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016 and Newspaper endorsements in the United States presidential election, 2016


The Las Vegas Review-Journal[image: External link] was the first and only major newspaper to endorse Donald Trump's campaign.[753][754] Many Republican-leaning papers endorsed Clinton or urged readers not to vote for Trump while declining to endorse any other candidate.[755][756]

The Houston Chronicle[image: External link], The Cincinnati Enquirer, The Dallas Morning News[image: External link], and The Arizona Republic[image: External link] editorial boards, which normally endorse Republican candidates, endorsed Hillary Clinton.[755][756] The New Hampshire Union Leader, which had endorsed the Republican in every election for the last 100 years, endorsed Gary Johnson.[757] Several news reports, including one by Chris Cillizza[image: External link], political reporter for The Washington Post, compared the 2016 Donald Trump political campaign to The Waldo Moment[image: External link], a 2013 episode of the Black Mirror[image: External link] TV series;[758][759] later, in September 2016, episode writer Charlie Brooker[image: External link] also compared the Trump campaign to the episode and predicted Trump would win the 2016 election.[760][761]

USA Today, which never had endorsed any candidate in its 34-year history, broke the tradition and took sides in the race with an editorial that had declared Trump to be "erratic", described his business career as "checkered", and called him a "serial liar" and "unfit for the presidency". The newspaper, however, said the "editorial does not represent unqualified support for Hillary Clinton."[762][763][764]
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 Results




Main article: United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]


As the results came in on election night, November 8, 2016, Trump won in multiple states that had been predicted to go to Clinton. In the early morning hours of November 9, media sources declared Trump the winner of the presidency, crediting him with 279 electoral college votes where 270 were needed to win.[765][766] Clinton then phoned Trump to concede and to congratulate him on his victory, whereupon Trump gave a victory speech.[767] His victory was widely described as a "stunning upset", since most pre-election polling had predicted a Clinton win.[768][769]

As of November 28, Trump is credited with 306 electoral votes compared to 232 for Clinton.[770][771][772] In the nationwide popular vote, Clinton received over 2.8 million (2.1%) more votes than Trump.[773][770][774][775] Trump is the fifth presidential candidate in U.S. history to win the election but lose the popular vote.[776] This is the biggest-ever loss in the popular vote for a candidate who won the election.[777]

Trump’s share of the electoral vote was 56.9%; in a ranking of electoral votes in the 54 presidential elections since the ratification of the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link] in 1804 it is in 44th place. For comparison, outgoing President Barack Obama's totals were 67.8% in 2008[image: External link] and 61.7% in 2012[image: External link].[778]
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 Reactions
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 American and world leaders




See also: International reactions to the United States presidential election, 2016


President Barack Obama congratulated Trump on winning the election and stated that although he and Trump had differences of opinion, it is his goal to ensure a smooth transition for the incoming president.[779] Trump also received congratulations from Republican primary rivals including Florida Governor Jeb Bush, Texas Senator Ted Cruz, and Governor John Kasich. In addition Mitt Romney, Bill Clinton, Hillary Clinton, George H. W. Bush and George W. Bush congratulated him.[780]

Enrique Peña Nieto of Mexico offered his congratulations and stated that Mexico will continue to have positive working relationships with the United States.[781] Leaders of the United Kingdom, Canada, Italy, Rwanda, Israel, Palestine, and other countries voiced similar messages.[779][781][782]

Vladimir Putin of Russia "expressed confidence that the dialogue between Moscow and Washington, in keeping with each other's views, meets the interests of both Russia and the U.S." After stating that the relationships between the United States and Russia had degenerated over time, he declared that "Russia is ready and wants to restore the fully fledged relations with the U.S."[781] Putin said that the engagement should be "based on principles of equality, mutual respect and a real accounting each other's positions."[782]

Marine Le Pen[image: External link], leader of the far-right Front National[image: External link] party, sent her congratulations and exclaimed, peuple américain, libre! ( French[image: External link] for "free American people!")[781][783] Nigel Farage[image: External link], the outgoing leader of the UK Independence Party and Brexiter, said he was handing his "mantle" over to Trump.[781][783] Pro-Trump videos were made with neo-Nazis[image: External link] by the Golden Dawn[image: External link] party of Greece. Trump was supported by other right-wing and far-right leaders in various countries, including Austria[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], Serbia[image: External link], the Czech Republic, Belgium[image: External link], the Netherlands, and Italy[image: External link].[783][784]

President Xi Jinping of China stated to Trump that he placed "great importance on the China-U.S. relationship, and look[s] forward to working with you to uphold the principles of non-conflict, non-confrontation, mutual respect, and win-win cooperation."[781] Shinzō Abe, the prime minister of Japan, said "The stability of the Asia-Pacific region, which is a driving force of the global economy, brings peace and prosperity to the United States. Japan and the United States are unwavering allies tied firmly with the bond of universal values such as freedom, democracy, basic human rights and the rule of law."[783]

Angela Merkel, the German Chancellor, expressed that it was "difficult to bear" some of the confrontations during the Trump campaign. She expressed her interest in working with President-elect on shared values, like respect for individuals despite their religion, gender, or heritage.[781] Merkel stated that the relationship with the U.S. is "a foundation stone of German foreign policy."[781] "The world won’t end, but things will get more crazy", was a tweet from German Justice Minister Heiko Maas[image: External link]. Germany's Defence Minister, Ursula von der Leyen[image: External link], wanted to know if the U.S. would maintain its NATO[image: External link] commitments,[781] since Trump had suggested during his campaign that the U.S. should consider NATO allies' level of military commitment before coming to their aid.[779] Jens Stoltenberg, Secretary General of NATO, offered his congratulations and welcomed him to the NATO Summit in 2017 to discuss how to respond to the "challenging new security environment, including hybrid warfare, cyberattacks, the threat of terrorism." He further stated that continuing to build a strong NATO presence is good for the United States and for Europe.[779]

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, the president of Turkey, said that he hoped that the Trump presidency would be a "beneficial" step towards worldwide democracy, liberty, and fundamental rights.[781]

François Hollande[image: External link], president of France, said that his country would need to be strong in the face of an upcoming "period of uncertainty... What is at stake is peace, the fight against terrorism, the Middle East and the preservation of the planet."[781]
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 Protests




Main article: Protests against Donald Trump § Post-election protests[image: External link]


In cities across the country, hundreds of thousands of people protested Trump.[786][787]

Students walked out of classes in schools across the country—like Washington, D.C., Denver[image: External link], Omaha[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], Phoenix[image: External link], Seattle[image: External link] and other cities—beginning November 9, the day after the election, and continued into the following week.[786][787]

Trump said that some of the protesters are "professional protesters" and that they are protesting him because they do not know him. Rudy Giuliani, the former mayor of New York City, had called the protesters "spoiled crybabies".[787]
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 School children




The Atlantic began a series to explore how schools are responding to the election of Donald Trump. In their first installment, they spoke with about 40 counselors and teachers in several locations around the country about the reactions that they are receiving in school, and how the teachers are handling feedback from children about the elections. They prefaced that most teachers are Democrats[image: External link] and are women. Only about 20% of teachers are Republicans[image: External link]. The concerns that children raised included fear that their family would be deported, that their parents would be deported, and they would be deported, even if they were born in the United States. There were also fears that they were unsafe, even afraid that there would be a bomb that would kill everyone.[788] On the other hand, there were children who expressed that they were happy that Trump won the election, and if they were able, they would have voted for him.[788]
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 See also





	Hillary Clinton presidential campaign, 2016[image: External link]

	The Plot to Hack America[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Recent historical[image: External link] examples: Johnson'12[image: External link]/ Roemer'12[image: External link]/ Goode'12[image: External link], Barr'08[image: External link]/ Keyes'08[image: External link], Buchanan'00/ Smith'00[image: External link], Perot'92[image: External link], Paul'88[image: External link], and Anderson'80[image: External link], see also Chafee'16.
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List of rallies for the Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016






This is a list of rallies held by Donald Trump for his 2016 campaign.

Primary season



	Primary rallies (June 2015–June 2016)



	Date of Rally
	City
	State
	Venue
	Estimated Visitors
	Source



	Wednesday, June 17, 2015
	Manchester[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Manchester Community College[image: External link]
	300
	[1]



	Saturday, July 11, 2015
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	AZ[image: External link]
	Phoenix Convention Center[image: External link]
	15,000
	[2]



	Tuesday, July 21, 2015
	Sun City[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	Magnolia Hall
	500
	[3]



	Saturday, July 25, 2015
	Oskaloosa[image: External link]
	IA
	Oskaloosa High School[image: External link]
	1,000
	[4]



	Friday, August 14, 2015
	Hampton[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Winnacunnet High School[image: External link]
	3,000
	[5]



	Friday, August 21, 2015
	Mobile[image: External link]
	AL[image: External link]
	Ladd-Peebles Stadium[image: External link]
	15,000-30,000
	[6]



	Tuesday, August 25, 2015
	Dubuque[image: External link]
	IA
	Grand River Center
	3,000
	[7]



	Thursday, August 27, 2015
	Greenville[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	TD Convention Center
	1,400
	[8]



	Monday, September 14, 2015
	Dallas[image: External link]
	TX[image: External link]
	American Airlines Center[image: External link]
	15,000
	[9]



	Friday, September 25, 2015
	Oklahoma City[image: External link]
	OK[image: External link]
	Oklahoma State Fair[image: External link]
	15,000
	[10]



	Wednesday, September 30, 2015
	Keene[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Keene High School[image: External link]
	3,500
	[11]



	Saturday, October 3, 2015
	Franklin[image: External link]
	TN
	The Factory at Franklin[image: External link]
	Thousands
	[12]



	Wednesday, October 7, 2015
	Waterloo[image: External link]
	IA
	Electric Park Ballroom
	1,100
	[13]



	Saturday, October 10, 2015
	Norcross[image: External link]
	GA[image: External link]
	North Atlanta Trade Center
	7,700
	[14]



	Monday, October 19, 2015
	Anderson[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	Civic Center of Anderson[image: External link]
	5,000
	[15]



	Saturday, October 24, 2015
	Jacksonville[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Jacksonville Landing[image: External link]
	20,000
	[16]



	Tuesday, October 27, 2015
	Sioux City[image: External link]
	IA
	West High School[image: External link]
	2,200
	[17]



	Thursday, October 29, 2015
	Sparks[image: External link]
	NV[image: External link]
	Nugget Casino Resort[image: External link]
	2,000
	[18]



	Saturday, October 31, 2015
	Norfolk[image: External link]
	VA[image: External link]
	USS Wisconsin[image: External link]
	2,000
	[19]



	Monday, November 9, 2015
	Springfield[image: External link]
	IL[image: External link]
	Prairie Capital Convention Center[image: External link]
	10,200
	[20]



	Thursday, November 12, 2015
	Fort Dodge[image: External link]
	IA
	Iowa Central Community College[image: External link]
	1,500
	[21]



	Saturday, November 14, 2015
	Beaumont[image: External link]
	TX[image: External link]
	Ford Arena[image: External link]
	
	[22][23]



	Monday, November 16, 2015
	Knoxville[image: External link]
	TN
	Knoxville Convention Center[image: External link]
	5,000
	[24][25]



	Wednesday, November 18, 2015
	Worcester[image: External link]
	MA[image: External link]
	DCU Center[image: External link]
	10,500
	[26]



	Thursday, November 19, 2015
	Newton[image: External link]
	IA
	Maytag Auditorium, DMACC[image: External link] Newton Campus
	400
	[27]



	Saturday, November 21, 2015
	Birmingham[image: External link]
	AL[image: External link]
	Birmingham–Jefferson Convention Complex[image: External link]
	3,000
	[28]



	Monday, November 23, 2015
	Columbus[image: External link]
	OH
	Greater Columbus Convention Center[image: External link]
	14,000
	[29]



	Tuesday, November 24, 2015
	Myrtle Beach[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	Myrtle Beach Convention Center[image: External link]
	8,000
	[30][31]



	Saturday, November 28, 2015
	Sarasota[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Robarts Arena[image: External link]
	9,000
	[32]



	Monday, November 30, 2015
	Macon[image: External link]
	GA[image: External link]
	Macon Coliseum[image: External link]
	6,000
	[33]



	Tuesday, December 1, 2015
	Waterville Valley[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	White Mountain Athletic Club
	900
	[34]



	Wednesday, December 2, 2015
	Manassas[image: External link]
	VA[image: External link]
	Prince William County Fairgrounds
	
	[35]



	Friday, December 4, 2015
	Raleigh[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Dorton Arena[image: External link]
	8,000
	[36][37]



	Saturday, December 5, 2015
	Davenport[image: External link]
	IA
	Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds
	1,700
	[38]



	Saturday, December 5, 2015
	Spencer[image: External link]
	IA
	Clay County Regional Events Center
	1,300
	[39]



	Monday, December 7, 2015
	Mount Pleasant[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	USS Yorktown[image: External link]
	
	[40]



	Friday, December 11, 2015
	Des Moines[image: External link]
	IA
	Varied Industries Building, Iowa State Fairgrounds[image: External link]
	2,500
	[41]



	Saturday, December 12, 2015
	Aiken[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	USC Aiken[image: External link] Convocation Center
	
	[42]



	Monday, December 14, 2015
	Las Vegas[image: External link]
	NV[image: External link]
	Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casino[image: External link]
	
	[43]



	Wednesday, December 16, 2015
	Mesa[image: External link]
	AZ[image: External link]
	Phoenix–Mesa Gateway Airport[image: External link]
	3,100
	[44]



	Saturday, December 19, 2015
	Cedar Rapids[image: External link]
	IA
	Veterans Memorial Coliseum[image: External link]
	1,200
	[45]



	Monday, December 21, 2015
	Grand Rapids[image: External link]
	MI[image: External link]
	DeltaPlex Arena[image: External link]
	7,000
	[46]



	Monday, December 28, 2015
	Nashua[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Pennichuck Middle School
	1,000
	[47]



	Tuesday, December 29, 2015
	Council Bluffs[image: External link]
	IA
	Mid-America Center[image: External link]
	
	[48]



	Wednesday, December 30, 2015
	Hilton Head[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	The Westin[image: External link] Hilton Head Island Resort & Spa
	2,500
	[49]



	Saturday, January 2, 2016
	Biloxi[image: External link]
	MS[image: External link]
	Mississippi Coast Coliseum[image: External link]
	15,000
	[50]



	Monday, January 4, 2016
	Lowell[image: External link]
	MA[image: External link]
	Tsongas Center[image: External link]
	Thousands
	[51]



	Tuesday, January 5, 2016
	Claremont[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Stevens High School[image: External link]
	1,200
	[52]



	Thursday, January 7, 2016
	Burlington[image: External link]
	VT[image: External link]
	Flynn Center for the Performing Arts
	1,400
	[53]



	Friday, January 8, 2016
	Rock Hill[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	Winthrop Coliseum[image: External link]
	6,500
	[54]



	Saturday, January 9, 2016
	Clear Lake[image: External link]
	IA
	Surf Ballroom[image: External link]
	1,700
	[55]



	Saturday, January 9, 2016
	Ottumwa[image: External link]
	IA
	Bridgeview Center
	
	[56]



	Sunday, January 10, 2016
	Reno[image: External link]
	NV[image: External link]
	Reno Events Center[image: External link]
	4,000
	[57]



	Monday, January 11, 2016
	Windham[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Castleton Banquet and Conference Center
	550
	[58]



	Tuesday, January 12, 2016
	Cedar Falls[image: External link]
	IA
	West Gymnasium, University of Northern Iowa[image: External link]
	2,000
	[59]



	Wednesday, January 13, 2016
	Pensacola[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Pensacola Bay Center[image: External link]
	10,000
	[60]



	Friday, January 15, 2016
	Urbandale[image: External link]
	IA
	Living History Farms[image: External link] Visitor Center
	100
	[61]



	Monday, January 18, 2016
	Concord[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Concord High School[image: External link]
	700
	[62]



	Monday, January 18, 2016
	Lynchburg
	VA[image: External link]
	Vines Center, Liberty University
	10,000
	[63]



	Tuesday, January 19, 2016
	Ames[image: External link]
	IA
	Hansen Agriculture Student Learning Center, Iowa State University[image: External link]
	2,000
	[64]



	Wednesday, January 20, 2016
	Norwalk[image: External link]
	IA
	The Wright Place
	300
	[65]



	Wednesday, January 20, 2016
	Tulsa[image: External link]
	OK[image: External link]
	Mabee Center[image: External link], Oral Roberts University[image: External link]
	9,000
	
[66]





	Thursday, January 21, 2016
	Las Vegas[image: External link]
	NV[image: External link]
	South Point Hotel, Casino & Spa[image: External link]
	3,000
	[67]



	Saturday, January 23, 2016
	Pella[image: External link]
	IA
	Douwstra Auditorium, Central College[image: External link]
	400
	[68]



	Saturday, January 23, 2016
	Sioux Center[image: External link]
	IA
	B. J. Haan Auditorium[image: External link], Dordt College[image: External link]
	2,600
	[69]



	Sunday, January 24, 2016
	Muscatine[image: External link]
	IA
	Muscatine High School[image: External link]
	1,000
	[70]



	Monday, January 25, 2016
	Farmington[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Farmington Senior High School
	1,000
	[71]



	Tuesday, January 26, 2016
	Iowa City[image: External link]
	IA
	Iowa Field House[image: External link], University of Iowa[image: External link]
	2,000
	[72]



	Tuesday, January 26, 2016
	Marshalltown[image: External link]
	IA
	Roundhouse Gymnasium, Marshalltown High School[image: External link]
	2,149
	[73]



	Wednesday, January 27, 2016
	Gilbert[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	The Barn at Harmon's
	400
	[74]



	Thursday, January 28, 2016
	Des Moines[image: External link]
	IA
	Sheslow Auditorium, Drake University[image: External link]
	700
	[75][76][77]



	Friday, January 29, 2016
	Nashua[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Radisson Hotel[image: External link] Nashua
	850
	[78]



	Saturday, January 30, 2016
	Clinton[image: External link]
	IA
	Clinton Middle School
	1,000
	[79]



	Saturday, January 30, 2016
	Davenport[image: External link]
	IA
	Adler Theatre[image: External link]
	2,400
	[80]



	Saturday, January 30, 2016
	Dubuque[image: External link]
	IA
	Dubuque Regional Airport[image: External link]
	1,200
	[81]



	Sunday, January 31, 2016
	Council Bluffs[image: External link]
	IA
	Gerald W. Kirn Middle School
	2,000
	[82]



	Monday, February 1, 2016
	Cedar Rapids[image: External link]
	IA
	DoubleTree[image: External link] Hotel Cedar Rapids Convention Complex
	1,500
	[83]



	Monday, February 1, 2016
	Waterloo[image: External link]
	IA
	Ramada[image: External link] Waterloo Hotel and Convention Center
	300
	[83]



	Tuesday, February 2, 2016
	Milford
	NH[image: External link]
	Hampshire Hills Athletic Club
	
	[84]



	Wednesday, February 3, 2016
	Little Rock[image: External link]
	AR[image: External link]
	Barton Coliseum[image: External link]
	11,500
	[85]



	Thursday, February 4, 2016
	Exeter[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Exeter Town Hall
	
	[86]



	Thursday, February 4, 2016
	Portsmouth[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Great Bay Community College[image: External link]
	500
	[87]



	Friday, February 5, 2016
	Florence[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	Florence Civic Center[image: External link]
	Thousands
	[88]



	Sunday, February 7, 2016
	Holderness[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	ALLWell North, Plymouth State University[image: External link]
	2,500
	[89]



	Monday, February 8, 2016
	Londonderry[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Londonderry Lions Club[image: External link]
	200
	[90]



	Monday, February 8, 2016
	Manchester[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Verizon Wireless Arena[image: External link]
	5,000
	[91]



	Monday, February 8, 2016
	Salem[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Derry-Salem Elks Lodge
	200
	[92]



	Wednesday, February 10, 2016
	Pendleton[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	T. Ed Garrison Arena, Clemson University[image: External link]
	5,000
	[93]



	Thursday, February 11, 2016
	Baton Rouge[image: External link]
	LA[image: External link]
	Baton Rouge River Center[image: External link]
	10,000
	[94]



	Friday, February 12, 2016
	Tampa[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	USF Sun Dome[image: External link], University of South Florida[image: External link]
	10,000
	[95]



	Monday, February 15, 2016
	Greenville[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	TD Convention Center
	Thousands
	[96]



	Tuesday, February 16, 2016
	Beaufort[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	Beaufort High School[image: External link] Performing Arts Center
	20,000
	[97]



	Tuesday, February 16, 2016
	North Augusta[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	Riverview Park Activities Center[image: External link]
	2,000
	[98]



	Wednesday, February 17, 2016
	Sumter[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	Sumter County Civic Center
	4,000
	[99]



	Wednesday, February 17, 2016
	Walterboro[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	Randy and Sara White's farm
	4,000
	[100]



	Thursday, February 18, 2016
	Gaffney[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	Broad River Electric Cooperative
	
	[101][102]



	Thursday, February 18, 2016
	Kiawah[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	Turtle Point Clubhouse, Kiawah Island Golf Resort[image: External link]
	
	[103][104]



	Friday, February 19, 2016
	North Charleston[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	North Charleston Convention Center
	2,000
	[105]



	Friday, February 19, 2016
	Myrtle Beach[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	Myrtle Beach Sports Center
	12,000
	[106]



	Friday, February 19, 2016
	Pawleys Island[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	Pawley's Plantation Golf & Country Club
	1,000
	[107]



	Sunday, February 21, 2016
	Atlanta
	GA[image: External link]
	Georgia World Congress Center[image: External link]
	
	[108][109]



	Monday, February 22, 2016
	Las Vegas[image: External link]
	NV[image: External link]
	South Point Hotel, Casino & Spa[image: External link]
	
	[110][111]



	Tuesday, February 23, 2016
	Sparks[image: External link]
	NV[image: External link]
	Rose Ballroom
	3,016
	[112]



	Friday, February 26, 2016
	Oklahoma City[image: External link]
	OK[image: External link]
	Cox Convention Center[image: External link]
	7,000
	[113]



	Saturday, February 27, 2016
	Highfill[image: External link]
	AR[image: External link]
	Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport[image: External link]
	5,000
	[114]



	Saturday, February 27, 2016
	Fort Worth[image: External link]
	TX[image: External link]
	Fort Worth Convention Center[image: External link]
	8,000
	[115]



	Saturday, February 27, 2016
	Millington[image: External link]
	TN
	Millington Regional Jetport[image: External link]
	10,000
	[116]



	Sunday, February 28, 2016
	Madison[image: External link]
	AL[image: External link]
	Madison City Schools[image: External link] Stadium
	
	[117][118]



	Monday, February 29, 2016
	Radford[image: External link]
	VA[image: External link]
	Dedmon Center[image: External link], Radford University[image: External link]
	3,800
	[119][120]



	Monday, February 29, 2016
	Valdosta[image: External link]
	GA[image: External link]
	The Complex[image: External link], Valdosta State University[image: External link]
	7,500
	[121]



	Tuesday, March 1, 2016
	Columbus[image: External link]
	OH
	Port Columbus International Airport[image: External link]
	4,000
	[29]



	Tuesday, March 1, 2016
	Louisville[image: External link]
	KY
	Kentucky International Convention Center[image: External link]
	5,000
	[122]



	Thursday, March 3, 2016
	Portland[image: External link]
	ME[image: External link]
	The Westin[image: External link] Portland Harborview Hotel
	1,100
	[123]



	Friday, March 4, 2016
	Warren[image: External link]
	MI[image: External link]
	Sports & Expo Center, Macomb Community College[image: External link]
	4,000
	[124]



	Friday, March 4, 2016
	Cadillac[image: External link]
	MI[image: External link]
	Wexford County Civic Center[image: External link]
	3,500
	[125]



	Friday, March 4, 2016
	New Orleans[image: External link]
	LA[image: External link]
	Lakefront Airport[image: External link]
	4,000
	[126][127]



	Saturday, March 5, 2016
	Orlando[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	CFE Arena[image: External link], University of Central Florida[image: External link]
	10,000
	[128][129][130][131][132][133][134]



	Saturday, March 5, 2016
	Wichita[image: External link]
	KS[image: External link]
	Century II Performing Arts & Convention Center[image: External link]
	
	[135]



	Monday, March 7, 2016
	Concord[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Cabarrus Arena & Events Center[image: External link]
	3,000
	[136]



	Monday, March 7, 2016
	Madison[image: External link]
	MS[image: External link]
	Madison Central High School[image: External link]
	9,000
	[137]



	Wednesday, March 9, 2016
	Fayetteville[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Crown Coliseum[image: External link]
	11,000
	[138]



	Friday, March 11, 2016
	St. Louis
	MO[image: External link]
	Peabody Opera House[image: External link]
	3,100
	[139]



	Saturday, March 12, 2016
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	OH
	I-X Center[image: External link]
	29,000
	[140]



	Saturday, March 12, 2016
	Dayton[image: External link]
	OH
	Dayton International Airport[image: External link]
	20,000
	[140]



	Saturday, March 12, 2016
	Kansas City[image: External link]
	MO[image: External link]
	Midland Theatre[image: External link]
	7,000
	[141]



	Sunday, March 13, 2016
	Bloomington[image: External link]
	IL[image: External link]
	Synergy Flight Center, Central Illinois Regional Airport[image: External link]
	3,000
	[142]



	Sunday, March 13, 2016
	Boca Raton[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Sunset Cove Amphitheater, Sugar Sand Park[image: External link]
	6,000
	[143]



	Monday, March 14, 2016
	Tampa[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Tampa Convention Center[image: External link]
	1,500
	[144]



	Monday, March 14, 2016
	Vienna[image: External link]
	OH
	Winner Aviation, Youngstown–Warren Regional Airport[image: External link]
	2,500
	[145]



	Friday, March 18, 2016
	Salt Lake City[image: External link]
	UT[image: External link]
	Inifinity Event Center
	1,200
	[146]



	Saturday, March 19, 2016
	Fountain Hills[image: External link]
	AZ[image: External link]
	Fountain Park
	10,000
	[147]



	Saturday, March 19, 2016
	Tucson[image: External link]
	AZ[image: External link]
	Tucson Convention Center[image: External link]
	5,000
	[148]



	Tuesday, March 29, 2016
	Janesville[image: External link]
	WI
	Janesville Conference Center
	1,000
	[149]



	Wednesday, March 30, 2016
	Appleton[image: External link]
	WI
	Radisson[image: External link] Paper Valley Hotel
	1,000
	[150]



	Wednesday, March 30, 2016
	De Pere[image: External link]
	WI
	Byron L. Walter Theatre, St. Norbert College[image: External link]
	750
	[151]



	Saturday, April 2, 2016
	Eau Claire[image: External link]
	WI
	Memorial High School[image: External link]
	1,500
	[152]



	Saturday, April 2, 2016
	Racine[image: External link]
	WI
	Memorial Hall[image: External link]
	1,200
	[153]



	Saturday, April 2, 2016
	Rothschild[image: External link]
	WI
	Central Wisconsin Convention & Expo Center
	1,700
	[154]



	Sunday, April 3, 2016
	West Allis[image: External link]
	WI
	Nathan Hale High School[image: External link]
	1,000
	[155]



	Monday, April 4, 2016
	La Crosse[image: External link]
	WI
	La Crosse Center[image: External link]
	1,700
	[156]



	Monday, April 4, 2016
	Milwaukee[image: External link]
	WI
	Milwaukee Theatre[image: External link]
	
	[157][158]



	Monday, April 4, 2016
	Superior[image: External link]
	WI
	Richard I. Bong Airport[image: External link]
	1,000
	[159]



	Wednesday, April 6, 2016
	Bethpage[image: External link]
	NY
	Grumman Studios[image: External link]
	10,000
	[160]



	Sunday, April 10, 2016
	Rochester[image: External link]
	NY
	JetSmart Aviation Services, Greater Rochester International Airport[image: External link]
	9,000
	[161]



	Monday, April 11, 2016
	Albany[image: External link]
	NY
	Times Union Center[image: External link]
	10,000
	[162]



	Tuesday, April 12, 2016
	Rome[image: External link]
	NY
	Griffiss International Airport[image: External link]
	5,000
	[163]



	Wednesday, April 13, 2016
	Pittsburgh[image: External link]
	PA
	David L. Lawrence Convention Center[image: External link]
	4,500
	[164]



	Friday, April 15, 2016
	Hartford[image: External link]
	CT[image: External link]
	Connecticut Convention Center[image: External link]
	7,000
	[165]



	Friday, April 15, 2016
	Plattsburgh[image: External link]
	NY
	Crete Civic Center[image: External link]
	3,000
	[166]



	Saturday, April 16, 2016
	Syracuse[image: External link]
	NY
	Nicholas J. Pirro Convention Center[image: External link], Oncenter
	5,000
	[167]



	Saturday, April 16, 2016
	Watertown[image: External link]
	NY
	Watertown International Airport[image: External link]
	2,000
	[168]



	Sunday, April 17, 2016
	Poughkeepsie[image: External link]
	NY
	Mid-Hudson Civic Center[image: External link]
	
	[169]



	Monday, April 18, 2016
	Buffalo[image: External link]
	NY
	First Niagara Center[image: External link]
	11,400
	[170]



	Wednesday, April 20, 2016
	Indianapolis[image: External link]
	IN
	Elements Financial Blue Ribbon Pavilion, Indiana State Fairgrounds[image: External link]
	4,000
	[171]



	Wednesday, April 20, 2016
	Berlin[image: External link]
	MD[image: External link]
	Stephen Decatur High School[image: External link]
	3,000
	[172]



	Thursday, April 21, 2016
	Harrisburg[image: External link]
	PA
	Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex & Expo Center[image: External link]
	6,000
	[173]



	Friday, April 22, 2016
	Harrington[image: External link]
	DE[image: External link]
	Quillen Arena, Delaware State Fairgrounds[image: External link]
	8,200
	[174]



	Saturday, April 23, 2016
	Bridgeport[image: External link]
	CT[image: External link]
	Klein Memorial Auditorium[image: External link]
	1,400
	[175]



	Saturday, April 23, 2016
	Waterbury[image: External link]
	CT[image: External link]
	Crosby High School[image: External link]
	3,000
	[176]



	Sunday, April 24, 2016
	Hagerstown[image: External link]
	MD[image: External link]
	Rider Jet Center, Hagerstown Regional Airport[image: External link]
	5,000
	[177]



	Monday, April 25, 2016
	Warwick[image: External link]
	RI[image: External link]
	Crowne Plaza[image: External link] Hotel Providence-Warwick
	1,000
	[178]



	Monday, April 25, 2016
	West Chester[image: External link]
	PA
	West Chester University[image: External link]
	3,500
	[179]



	Monday, April 25, 2016
	Wilkes-Barre[image: External link]
	PA
	Mohegan Sun Arena at Casey Plaza[image: External link]
	10,000
	[180]



	Wednesday, April 27, 2016
	Indianapolis[image: External link]
	IN
	Indiana Farmers Coliseum[image: External link]
	5,000
	[181]



	Thursday, April 28, 2016
	Costa Mesa[image: External link]
	CA[image: External link]
	Pacific Amphitheatre[image: External link], OC Fair & Event Center[image: External link]
	
	[182][183]



	Thursday, April 28, 2016
	Evansville[image: External link]
	IN
	Old National Events Plaza[image: External link]
	12,000
	[184]



	Sunday, May 1, 2016
	Fort Wayne[image: External link]
	IN
	Allen County War Memorial Coliseum[image: External link]
	8,000
	[185]



	Sunday, May 1, 2016
	Terre Haute[image: External link]
	IN
	Indiana Theatre[image: External link]
	2,100
	[186]



	Monday, May 2, 2016
	Carmel[image: External link]
	IN
	The Palladium at the Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link]
	1,800
	[187]



	Monday, May 2, 2016
	South Bend[image: External link]
	IN
	Century Center[image: External link]
	8,000
	[188]



	Thursday, May 5, 2016
	Charleston[image: External link]
	WV[image: External link]
	Charleston Civic Center[image: External link]
	
	[189][190]



	Friday, May 6, 2016
	Eugene[image: External link]
	OR[image: External link]
	Lane Events Center
	5,000
	[191]



	Friday, May 6, 2016
	Omaha[image: External link]
	NE[image: External link]
	Werner Enterprises[image: External link] Hangar, Eppley Airfield[image: External link]
	3,500
	[192]



	Saturday, May 7, 2016
	Lynden[image: External link]
	WA[image: External link]
	Northwest Washington Fair and Event Center[image: External link]
	7,500
	[193]



	Saturday, May 7, 2016
	Spokane[image: External link]
	WA[image: External link]
	Spokane Convention Center[image: External link]
	10,000

	[194]



	Tuesday, May 24, 2016
	Albuquerque[image: External link]
	NM[image: External link]
	Albuquerque Convention Center[image: External link]
	8,000
	[195]



	Wednesday, May 25, 2016
	Anaheim[image: External link]
	CA[image: External link]
	Anaheim Convention Center[image: External link]
	3,000
	[196]



	Thursday, May 26, 2016
	Billings[image: External link]
	MT[image: External link]
	Rimrock Auto Arena at MetraPark[image: External link]
	7,000
	[197]



	Friday, May 27, 2016
	Fresno[image: External link]
	CA[image: External link]
	Selland Arena[image: External link]
	7,000 or less
	[198]



	Friday, May 27, 2016
	San Diego[image: External link]
	CA[image: External link]
	San Diego Convention Center[image: External link]
	
	[199][200]



	Wednesday, June 1, 2016
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	CA[image: External link]
	Sacramento Jet Center, Sacramento International Airport[image: External link]
	5,000
	[201]



	Thursday, June 2, 2016
	San Jose[image: External link]
	CA[image: External link]
	South Hall, San Jose Convention Center[image: External link]
	
	[202][203]



	Friday, June 3, 2016
	Redding[image: External link]
	CA[image: External link]
	Redding Municipal Airport[image: External link]
	4,000
	[204]




General election season





	General election rallies (June 2016–November 2016)



	Date of Rally
	City
	State
	Venue
	Estimated Visitors
	Source



	Friday, June 10, 2016
	Richmond[image: External link]
	VA[image: External link]
	Richmond Coliseum[image: External link]
	5,000
	[205]



	Saturday, June 11, 2016
	Moon[image: External link]
	PA
	Atlantic Aviation[image: External link] PIT, Pittsburgh International Airport[image: External link]
	1,500
	[206]



	Saturday, June 11, 2016
	Tampa[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Tampa Convention Center[image: External link]
	4,000
	[207]



	Tuesday, June 14, 2016
	Greensboro[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Greensboro Coliseum Complex[image: External link]
	6,150
	[208]



	Wednesday, June 15, 2016
	Atlanta
	GA[image: External link]
	Fox Theatre[image: External link]
	3,500
	[209]



	Thursday, June 16, 2016
	Dallas[image: External link]
	TX[image: External link]
	Gilley's Club[image: External link]
	3,600
	[210]



	Friday, June 17, 2016
	The Woodlands[image: External link]
	TX[image: External link]
	The Woodlands Waterway Marriott[image: External link] Hotel & Conference Center
	5,000
	[211]



	Saturday, June 18, 2016
	Las Vegas[image: External link]
	NV[image: External link]
	Mystère Theatre[image: External link], Treasure Island Hotel and Casino[image: External link]
	1,600
	[212]



	Saturday, June 18, 2016
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	AZ[image: External link]
	Arizona Veterans Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], Arizona State Fairgrounds[image: External link]
	6,000
	[213]



	Tuesday, June 28, 2016
	St. Clairsville[image: External link]
	OH
	Health and Physical Education Center, Ohio University Eastern Campus[image: External link]
	4,000
	[214]



	Wednesday, June 29, 2016
	Bangor[image: External link]
	ME[image: External link]
	Cross Insurance Center[image: External link]
	4,000
	[215]



	Tuesday, July 5, 2016
	Raleigh[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Raleigh Memorial Auditorium[image: External link], Duke Energy Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link]
	2,250
	[216]



	Wednesday, July 6, 2016
	Cincinnati
	OH
	Sharonville Convention Center
	7,000
	[217]



	Tuesday, July 12, 2016
	Westfield[image: External link]
	IN
	Grand Park Event Center, Grand Park[image: External link]
	2,000
	[218]



	Monday, July 25, 2016
	Winston-Salem[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Winston-Salem Fairground Annex[image: External link], Dixie Classic Fairgrounds[image: External link]
	4,728
	[219]



	Wednesday, July 27, 2016
	Scranton[image: External link]
	PA
	Student Union Gymnasium, Lackawanna College[image: External link]
	3,500
	[220]



	Wednesday, July 27, 2016
	Toledo[image: External link]
	OH
	Huntington Center[image: External link]
	8,879
	[221]



	Thursday, July 28, 2016
	Cedar Rapids[image: External link]
	IA
	DoubleTree[image: External link] Hotel Cedar Rapids Convention Complex
	3,000
	[222]



	Thursday, July 28, 2016
	Davenport[image: External link]
	IA
	Adler Theatre[image: External link]
	2,400
	[222]



	Friday, July 29, 2016
	Colorado Springs[image: External link]
	CO[image: External link]
	Gallogly Event Center, University of Colorado Colorado Springs[image: External link]
	2,500
	[223]



	Friday, July 29, 2016
	Denver[image: External link]
	CO[image: External link]
	Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum[image: External link]
	6,000
	[224]



	Monday, August 1, 2016
	Columbus[image: External link]
	OH
	Greater Columbus Convention Center[image: External link]
	1,000
	[225]



	Monday, August 1, 2016
	Mechanicsburg[image: External link]
	PA
	Cumberland Valley High School[image: External link]
	5,000
	[226]



	Tuesday, August 2, 2016
	Ashburn[image: External link]
	VA[image: External link]
	Briar Woods High School[image: External link]
	800
	[227]



	Wednesday, August 3, 2016
	Daytona Beach[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Ocean Center[image: External link]
	10,000
	[228]



	Wednesday, August 3, 2016
	Jacksonville[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena[image: External link]
	10,000
	[229]



	Thursday, August 4, 2016
	Portland[image: External link]
	ME[image: External link]
	Merrill Auditorium[image: External link]
	1,600
	[230]



	Friday, August 5, 2016
	Des Moines[image: External link]
	IA
	Iowa Events Center[image: External link]
	6,000
	[231]



	Friday, August 5, 2016
	Green Bay[image: External link]
	WI
	KI Convention Center
	3,000
	[232]



	Saturday, August 6, 2016
	Windham[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Windham High School[image: External link]
	1,500
	[233]



	Tuesday, August 9, 2016
	Fayetteville[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Crown Arena[image: External link]
	3,000
	[234]



	Tuesday, August 9, 2016
	Wilmington[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Trask Coliseum[image: External link], University of North Carolina at Wilmington[image: External link]
	
	[235]



	Wednesday, August 10, 2016
	Sunrise[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	BB&T Center[image: External link]
	
	[236]



	Thursday, August 11, 2016
	Kissimmee[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Silver Spurs Arena[image: External link]
	8,000
	[237]



	Friday, August 12, 2016
	Altoona[image: External link]
	PA
	Blair County Convention Center[image: External link]
	5,000
	[238]



	Friday, August 12, 2016
	Erie[image: External link]
	PA
	Erie Insurance Arena[image: External link]
	8,000
	[239]



	Saturday, August 13, 2016
	Fairfield[image: External link]
	CT[image: External link]
	William H. Pitt Center[image: External link], Sacred Heart University[image: External link]
	5,000
	[240]



	Tuesday, August 16, 2016
	West Bend[image: External link]
	WI
	Ziegler Family Expo Center, Washington County Fair Park & Conference Center
	2,000
	[241]



	Thursday, August 18, 2016
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Charlotte Convention Center[image: External link]
	5,000
	[242]



	Friday, August 19, 2016
	Dimondale[image: External link]
	MI[image: External link]
	The Summit Sports and Ice Complex
	5,000
	[243]



	Saturday, August 20, 2016
	Fredericksburg[image: External link]
	VA[image: External link]
	Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center
	3,600
	[244]



	Monday, August 22, 2016
	Akron[image: External link]
	OH
	James A. Rhodes Arena[image: External link], University of Akron[image: External link]
	
	[245]



	Tuesday, August 23, 2016
	Austin[image: External link]
	TX[image: External link]
	Luedecke Arena[image: External link]
	7,000
	[246]



	Wednesday, August 24, 2016
	Tampa[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Entertainment Hall, Florida State Fairgrounds[image: External link]
	3,000
	[247]



	Wednesday, August 24, 2016
	Jackson[image: External link]
	MS[image: External link]
	Mississippi Coliseum[image: External link]
	
	[248][249][250][251]



	Thursday, August 25, 2016
	Manchester[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Radisson[image: External link] Hotel Manchester Downtown
	850
	[252]



	Tuesday, August 30, 2016
	Everett[image: External link]
	WA[image: External link]
	Xfinity Arena[image: External link]
	
	[253]



	Wednesday, August 31, 2016
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	AZ[image: External link]
	Phoenix Convention Center[image: External link]
	7,502
	[254]



	Thursday, September 1, 2016
	Wilmington[image: External link]
	OH
	Roberts Centre
	5,500
	[255]



	Tuesday, September 6, 2016
	Greenville[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Greenville Convention Center
	3,000
	[256]



	Friday, September 9, 2016
	Pensacola[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Pensacola Bay Center[image: External link]
	12,500
	[257]



	Monday, September 12, 2016
	Asheville[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	U.S. Cellular Center[image: External link]
	6,000
	[258]



	Tuesday, September 13, 2016
	Clive[image: External link]
	IA
	7 Flags Event Center
	1,600
	[259]



	Wednesday, September 14, 2016
	Canton[image: External link]
	OH
	Canton Memorial Civic Center[image: External link]
	6,000
	[260]



	Thursday, September 15, 2016
	Laconia
	NH[image: External link]
	Laconia Middle School
	600
	[261][262][263]



	Friday, September 16, 2016
	Miami[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Knight Center Complex[image: External link]
	
	[264][265]



	Saturday, September 17, 2016
	Colorado Springs[image: External link]
	CO[image: External link]
	Colorado Jet Center, Colorado Springs Airport[image: External link]
	
	[266]



	Monday, September 19, 2016
	Estero[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Germain Arena[image: External link]
	8,000
	[267]



	Tuesday, September 20, 2016
	High Point[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Millis Athletic Convocation Center[image: External link], High Point University[image: External link]
	2,000
	[268]



	Tuesday, September 20, 2016
	Kenansville[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Duplin County Events Center
	6,000
	[269]



	Wednesday, September 21, 2016
	Toledo[image: External link]
	OH
	Stranahan Theater[image: External link]
	
	[270][271]



	Thursday, September 22, 2016
	Chester Township[image: External link]
	PA
	Sun Center Studios[image: External link]
	3,000

plus 000s
	[272][273]



	Saturday, September 24, 2016
	Roanoke[image: External link]
	VA[image: External link]
	Berglund Center[image: External link]
	9,000
	[274]



	Tuesday, September 27, 2016
	Melbourne
	FL[image: External link]
	Orlando Melbourne International Airport[image: External link]
	
	[275][276]



	Wednesday, September 28, 2016
	Council Bluffs[image: External link]
	IA
	Mid-America Center[image: External link]
	1,200
	[277]



	Wednesday, September 28, 2016
	Waukesha[image: External link]
	WI
	Waukesha County Expo Center
	1,500
	[278]



	Thursday, September 29, 2016
	Bedford[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	NH Sportsplex
	850
	[279]



	Friday, September 30, 2016
	Novi[image: External link]
	MI[image: External link]
	Suburban Collection Showplace[image: External link]
	6,000
	[280][281]



	Saturday, October 1, 2016
	Manheim[image: External link]
	PA
	Spooky Nook Sports
	6,000
	[282]



	Monday, October 3, 2016
	Pueblo[image: External link]
	CO[image: External link]
	Pueblo Convention Center
	2,000
	[283]



	Monday, October 3, 2016
	Loveland[image: External link]
	CO[image: External link]
	Budweiser Events Center[image: External link]
	8,000
	[283]



	Tuesday, October 4, 2016
	Prescott Valley[image: External link]
	AZ[image: External link]
	Prescott Valley Event Center[image: External link]
	7,000
	[284]



	Wednesday, October 5, 2016
	Henderson[image: External link]
	NV[image: External link]
	Henderson Pavilion[image: External link]
	7,000
	[285]



	Wednesday, October 5, 2016
	Reno[image: External link]
	NV[image: External link]
	Reno-Sparks Convention Center[image: External link]
	
	[286][287]



	Monday, October 10, 2016
	Ambridge[image: External link]
	PA
	Ambridge Area High School[image: External link]
	3,000
	[288]



	Monday, October 10, 2016
	Wilkes-Barre[image: External link]
	PA
	Mohegan Sun Arena at Casey Plaza[image: External link]
	9,000
	[289]



	Tuesday, October 11, 2016
	Panama City Beach[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Aaron Bessant Amphitheater, Aaron Bessant Park
	8,500
	[290]



	Wednesday, October 12, 2016
	Ocala[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Southeastern Livestock Pavilion[image: External link]
	12,000
	[291]



	Wednesday, October 12, 2016
	Lakeland[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Lakeland Linder Regional Airport[image: External link]
	7,000
	[292]



	Thursday, October 13, 2016
	West Palm Beach
	FL[image: External link]
	South Florida Fairgrounds Expo Center[image: External link]
	6,000
	[293]



	Thursday, October 13, 2016
	Cincinnati
	OH
	U.S. Bank Arena
	
	[294][295]



	Friday, October 14, 2016
	Greensboro[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	White Oak Amphitheatre[image: External link]
	4,000
	[296]



	Friday, October 14, 2016
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Charlotte Convention Center[image: External link]
	5,000
	[297]



	Saturday, October 15, 2016
	Portsmouth[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Toyota[image: External link] of Portsmouth
	7,000
	[298]



	Saturday, October 15, 2016
	Bangor[image: External link]
	ME[image: External link]
	Cross Insurance Center[image: External link]
	4,000
	[299]



	Monday, October 17, 2016
	Green Bay[image: External link]
	WI
	KI Convention Center
	3,000
	[300][301]



	Tuesday, October 18, 2016
	Colorado Springs[image: External link]
	CO[image: External link]
	Norris-Penrose Event Center[image: External link]
	
	[302][303]



	Tuesday, October 18, 2016
	Grand Junction[image: External link]
	CO[image: External link]
	West Star Aviation, Grand Junction Regional Airport[image: External link]
	
	[304][305]



	Thursday, October 20, 2016
	Delaware[image: External link]
	OH
	Delaware County Fair
	1,500
	[306]



	Friday, October 21, 2016
	Fletcher[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	WNC Agricultural Center
	3,100
	[307]



	Friday, October 21, 2016
	Johnstown[image: External link]
	PA
	Cambria County War Memorial Arena[image: External link]
	4,000
	
[308][309][310]





	Friday, October 21, 2016
	Newtown Township[image: External link]
	PA
	Newtown Athletic Club Sports Training Center
	4,000
	[311]



	Saturday, October 22, 2016
	Virginia Beach[image: External link]
	VA[image: External link]
	Library Plaza, Regent University[image: External link]
	10,000
	[312]



	Saturday, October 22, 2016
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	OH
	I-X Center[image: External link]
	
	[313][314][315]



	Sunday, October 23, 2016
	Naples[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Collier County Fairgrounds
	12,000
	[316][317]



	Monday, October 24, 2016
	St. Augustine[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	St. Augustine Amphitheatre[image: External link]
	
	[318][319]



	Monday, October 24, 2016
	Tampa[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	MidFlorida Credit Union Amphitheatre[image: External link]
	>15,000-28,000
	[320][321][322]



	Tuesday, October 25, 2016
	Sanford[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Million Air[image: External link] Orlando, Orlando Sanford International Airport[image: External link]
	10,000
	[323]



	Tuesday, October 25, 2016
	Tallahassee[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Tallahassee Car Museum
	
	[324][325][326]



	Wednesday, October 26, 2016
	Kinston[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Kinston Jet Center, Kinston Regional Jetport[image: External link]
	3,100
	[327]



	Thursday, October 27, 2016
	Springfield[image: External link]
	OH
	Clark County Fairgrounds
	5,000
	[328]



	Thursday, October 27, 2016
	Toledo[image: External link]
	OH
	SeaGate Convention Centre[image: External link]
	2,850
	[329]



	Thursday, October 27, 2016
	Geneva[image: External link]
	OH
	Track and Field Building, SPIRE Institute
	5,000
	[330]



	Friday, October 28, 2016
	Manchester[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Radisson[image: External link] Hotel Manchester Downtown
	
	[331]



	Friday, October 28, 2016
	Lisbon[image: External link]
	ME[image: External link]
	Open Door Christian Academy
	1,200
	[332]



	Friday, October 28, 2016
	Cedar Rapids[image: External link]
	IA
	McGrath Amphitheatre
	5,000
	[333]



	Saturday, October 29, 2016
	Golden[image: External link]
	CO[image: External link]
	Jefferson County Events Center
	[334][335]



	Saturday, October 29, 2016
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	AZ[image: External link]
	Phoenix Convention Center[image: External link]
	8,000
	[336]



	Sunday, October 30, 2016
	Las Vegas[image: External link]
	NV[image: External link]
	The Venetian Las Vegas[image: External link]
	8,400
	[337]



	Sunday, October 30, 2016
	Greeley[image: External link]
	CO[image: External link]
	Bank of Colorado Arena[image: External link], University of Northern Colorado[image: External link]
	3,000+
	[338]



	Sunday, October 30, 2016
	Albuquerque[image: External link]
	NM[image: External link]
	Atlantic Aviation[image: External link] ABQ, Albuquerque International Sunport[image: External link]
	4,000
	[339]



	Monday, October 31, 2016
	Grand Rapids[image: External link]
	MI[image: External link]
	DeltaPlex Arena[image: External link]
	6,500
	[340]



	Monday, October 31, 2016
	Warren[image: External link]
	MI[image: External link]
	Sports & Expo Center, Macomb Community College[image: External link] South Campus
	5,000
	[341][126][127]



	Tuesday, November 1, 2016
	Eau Claire[image: External link]
	WI
	W.L. Zorn Arena[image: External link]
	3,000
	[342]



	Wednesday, November 2, 2016
	Orlando[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	CFE Arena[image: External link], Central Florida Fairgrounds
	10,000
	[343]



	Wednesday, November 2, 2016
	Pensacola[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Maritime Park's Hunter Amphitheater
	6-8,000

10,000[343]
	[344][345][346]



	Wednesday, November 2, 2016
	Miami[image: External link]
	FL
	Bayfront Park[image: External link]
	2,600
	[347]



	Thursday, November 3, 2016
	Jacksonville[image: External link]
	FL
	Jacksonville Equestrian Center[image: External link]
	4,000
	[348]



	Thursday, November 3, 2016
	Concord[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Cabarrus Arena & Events Center[image: External link]
	4,200
	[349]



	Thursday, November 3, 2016
	Selma[image: External link]
	NC
	The Farm
	15,000
	[350]



	Friday, November 4, 2016
	Atkinson[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	Atkinson Country Club
	1,000
	[351]



	Friday, November 4, 2016
	Wilmington[image: External link]
	OH
	Airborne Maintenance & Engineering Services, Inc
	3,000
	[352]



	Friday, November 4, 2016
	Hershey[image: External link]
	PA
	Giant Center[image: External link]
	13,000
	[353][354]



	Saturday, November 5, 2016
	Tampa
	FL
	Florida State Fairgrounds[image: External link]
	5,000

20,000[343]
	[355][356]



	Saturday, November 5, 2016
	Wilmington
	NC
	Wilmington International Airport[image: External link]
	5,000
	[343]



	Saturday, November 5, 2016
	Reno
	NV
	Reno-Sparks Convention Center[image: External link]
	8,000
	[343]



	Saturday, November 5, 2016
	Denver
	CO
	National Western Complex
	8,000
	[343]



	Sunday, November 6, 2016
	Sioux City
	IA
	Sioux City Convention Center
	4,300

4,500 [343]
	[357]



	Sunday, November 6, 2016
	Minneapolis
	MN
	Sun Country Airlines[image: External link]
	9,000

20,000[343]
	[358]



	Sunday, November 6, 2016
	Sterling Heights[image: External link]
	MI[image: External link]
	Freedom Hill Amphitheater, Freedom Hill County Park
	8,000
	[359][360]



	Sunday, November 6, 2016
	Moon Township[image: External link]
	PA
	Atlantic Aviation[image: External link]
	12,000
	[361]



	Sunday, November 6, 2016
	Leesburg[image: External link]
	VA[image: External link]
	Agricultural hall, Loudoun Fairgrounds
	9,000

20,000[343]
	[362][343]



	Monday, November 7, 2016
	Sarasota[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	Robarts Arena[image: External link], Sarasota County Fairgrounds
	5,000
	[363]



	Monday, November 7, 2016
	Raleigh[image: External link]
	NC[image: External link]
	Dorton Arena[image: External link]
	7,000
	[364][365]



	Monday, November 7, 2016
	Scranton[image: External link]
	PA
	Lackawanna College[image: External link] Student Union
	5,000
	[366]



	Monday, November 7, 2016
	Manchester[image: External link]
	NH[image: External link]
	SNHU Arena[image: External link]
	12,000
	[367]



	Monday, November 7, 2016
	Grand Rapids[image: External link]
	MI[image: External link]
	DeVos Place Convention Center[image: External link]
	4,200
	[368]




Post-election

Main article: List of post election Donald Trump rallies



	"USA Thank You" tour during transition[image: External link][369]


	Post-inauguration/campaign 2020 rallies (2017- )



Musical selections at events

See also: Donald Trump in music and Donald Trump in popular culture


Music by the following artists and groups was used[370][371][372][373][374][375][376][377][378] at various Trump campaign rallies during 2015 and 2016: Elton John[image: External link], The Beatles[image: External link], Adele[image: External link], Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link], Pavarotti[image: External link] / Puccini[image: External link], Journey[image: External link], R.E.M.[image: External link], Neil Young[image: External link], Twisted Sister[image: External link], Rolling Stones[image: External link], Queen[image: External link], Aerosmith[image: External link], Wagner[image: External link], Kenny G[image: External link], Johnny Cash[image: External link], Creedence Clearwater Revival[image: External link], Billy Joel[image: External link], Bill Conti[image: External link], John Mellencamp[image: External link], Joe Esposito[image: External link], Eye of the Tiger[image: External link], The Shangri-Las[image: External link], Cab Calloway[image: External link], Frankie Valli[image: External link], The Alan Parsons Project[image: External link], Paul Rodgers[image: External link], Travie McCoy[image: External link], Bruce Springsteen[image: External link], Led Zeppelin[image: External link], the London Bach Choir[image: External link], and the songs of Victor Hugo[image: External link]'s Les Miserables[image: External link].
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The 2016 Republican Party presidential primaries and caucuses were a series of electoral contests taking place within all 50 U.S. states, the District of Columbia, and five U.S. territories[image: External link], occurring between February 1 and June 7. Sanctioned by the Republican Party[image: External link], these elections are designed to select the 2,472 delegates to send to the Republican National Convention, who selected the Republican Party's nominee[image: External link] for President of the United States in the 2016 election[image: External link], Donald Trump. The delegates also approved the party platform and vice-presidential nominee.

A total of 17 major candidates entered the race starting March 23, 2015, when Senator Ted Cruz of Texas[image: External link] was the first to formally announce his candidacy: he was followed by former Governor Jeb Bush of Florida[image: External link], retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson of Florida[image: External link], Governor Chris Christie of New Jersey, businesswoman Carly Fiorina of California[image: External link], former Governor Jim Gilmore of Virginia[image: External link], Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina[image: External link], former Governor Mike Huckabee of Arkansas[image: External link], outgoing Governor Bobby Jindal[image: External link] of Louisiana[image: External link], Governor John Kasich of Ohio, former Governor George Pataki of New York, Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky, former Governor Rick Perry of Texas[image: External link], Senator Marco Rubio of Florida[image: External link], former Senator Rick Santorum of Pennsylvania, businessman Donald Trump of New York and Governor Scott Walker of Wisconsin. This was the largest presidential primary field for any political party in American history.[2]

Prior to the Iowa caucuses[image: External link] on February 1, Perry, Walker, Jindal, Graham and Pataki withdrew due to low polling numbers. Despite leading many polls in Iowa, Trump came in second to Cruz. Huckabee, Paul and Santorum then withdrew from the race, following poor performances in the caucuses. Following a sizable victory for Trump in the New Hampshire primary[image: External link], Christie, Fiorina and Gilmore abandoned the race. Bush capitulated after scoring fourth place to Trump, Rubio and Cruz in South Carolina[image: External link]. On Super Tuesday[image: External link], March 1, 2016, Rubio won his first contest in Minnesota, Cruz won Alaska, Oklahoma and his home state of Texas, while Trump won seven states. Failing to gain traction, Carson suspended[a] his campaign a few days later.[4] On March 15, 2016, nicknamed "Super Tuesday II", Kasich won his first contest in Ohio and Trump won five primaries including Florida[image: External link]. Rubio suspended his campaign after losing his home state,[5] but he retained a large share of his delegates for the national convention.[6]

From March 16, 2016, to May 3, 2016, only three candidates remained in the race: Trump, Cruz and Kasich. Cruz won most delegates in four Western contests and in Wisconsin[image: External link], keeping a credible path to denying Trump the nomination on first ballot with 1,237 delegates. However, Trump scored landslide victories in New York[image: External link] and five North-Eastern states in April, before taking every delegate in the Indiana primary of May 3. Without any further chances of forcing a contested convention, Cruz suspended his campaign[7] and Trump was declared the presumptive[image: External link] Republican nominee by Republican National Committee chairman Reince Priebus on the evening of May 3.[8] Kasich dropped out the next day.[9] After winning the Washington primary[image: External link] and gaining support from unbound North Dakota delegates on May 26,[10] Trump passed the threshold of 1,237 delegates required to guarantee his nomination.[11]

Donald Trump chose Governor Mike Pence of Indiana to be his running mate, going on to defeat the Democratic ticket of Hillary Clinton and running mate Tim Kaine in the general election[image: External link] held on November 8, 2016.
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Main articles: Republican Party presidential candidates, 2016 and Results of the Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016[image: External link]


17 major candidates were listed in major independent nationwide polls and filed as candidates with the Federal Election Commission. (See the main article for other notable candidates.) A total of 2,472 delegates went to the 2016 Republican National Convention and the winning candidate needed a simple majority of 1,237 votes to be the Republican nominee.
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As of June 7, 2016, 56 primary contests have been conducted to choose 2,472 delegates. In 50 states and territories the delegates are allocated to candidates by popular vote either statewide or on the congressional district level and then elected according to state rules. In 6 states and territories, the first-instance popular vote did not allocate any delegates; they were elected later at local conventions and either bound to a candidate or uncommitted.[12] Most delegates are elected as bound delegates, meaning that they must vote for a specific candidate on the first ballot at the national convention. Some delegates attended the convention as unbound or uncommitted delegates, meaning that they are free to vote for anyone at the first ballot. These 130 uncommitted delegates include 18 unbound RNC delegates,[b] and 112 delegates that have been elected or allocated as uncommitted.[c] Uncommitted delegates can still express a preference for a candidate, although it is not binding. Among the 901 delegates elected for candidates who have later dropped out of the race, 155 are still bound to vote for their candidate on the first ballot[d] and 34 have been released[a] according to local rules of each state party. The voting obligations of those 712 delegates bound to the most recent withdrawn candidates (551 for Cruz and 161 for Kasich) have not yet been published. If no candidate is elected in the first round of voting, a progressively larger number of delegates are allowed to vote for a candidate of their choice. The voting rules on subsequent ballots are determined by individual states: most states release their delegates on the second round of voting, and only four states keep them bound on the third round and beyond.[14] Due to the convoluted election process and divergent definitions of delegate allegiance, even well-informed reporters had to make various assumptions to calculate and deliver estimated delegate tallies. Estimates that include unbound delegates are called "soft counts"; in contrast, the "hard count" includes only those delegates that are bound to vote for a specific candidate at the first ballot, irrespective of their personal preference. As the race progressed, conflicting estimates were reported by various media sources and election analysts, creating much commentary and speculation as to the potential path to nomination of leading candidates. The situation was only clarified after the last two opponents dropped out and Trump was declared the presumptive nominee[image: External link] on May 3.
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This table shows how many bound delegates each candidate had won before suspending their campaign;[a] it does not show how many unbound delegates have pledged their support to any candidate during the primaries nor the expected result of the vote at the national convention. Although a state is considered won by a candidate if a plurality of the state's delegates are bound, RNC Rule 40(b)[15] requires that a candidate has to demonstrate support of a majority[image: External link] of delegates in eight states to be eligible as the nominee. Convention rules are based on delegate votes, not the popular vote. In the context of Republican primaries, the term "states" refers collectively to the fifty states, the District of Columbia and the five inhabited territories (altogether 56 delegations) as specified in RNC Rule 1(b).[16] In the following table, states and territories where the candidates have achieved a majority of bound delegates are marked in bold. States and territories where a candidate won a majority of delegates but not a majority of bound delegates are marked in italics.
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	Candidate
	Most recent position
	Campaign

Withdrawal date
	Bound

delegates

(hard count)[17]
	Popular

vote[17]
	Contests won[e]
	Running mate



	Donald Trump
	
	
Chairman and President of The Trump Organization
(1971–2017)


	1,725

(69.8%)
	14,015,993

(44.95%)
	
41

AL[image: External link], AR[image: External link], AS[image: External link], AZ[image: External link], CA[image: External link], CT[image: External link], DE[image: External link], FL[image: External link],

GA[image: External link], GU[image: External link], HI[image: External link], IL[image: External link], IN, KY[image: External link], LA[image: External link], MA[image: External link],

MD[image: External link], MI[image: External link], MO[image: External link], MS[image: External link], MT[image: External link], NC[image: External link], ND[image: External link],

NE[image: External link], NH[image: External link], NMI[image: External link], NV[image: External link], NJ[image: External link], NM[image: External link], NY[image: External link], OR[image: External link], PA[image: External link],

RI[image: External link], SC[image: External link], SD[image: External link], TN[image: External link], VA[image: External link], VI[image: External link], VT[image: External link], WA[image: External link], WV[image: External link]


	Mike Pence
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	Candidate
	Most recent position
	Campaign

Withdrawal date
	Bound

delegates

(hard count)[17]
	Popular

vote[17]
	Contests won[f]
	Running mate



	Ted Cruz
	
	U.S. Senator from Texas[image: External link]

(2013–present)
	484

(19.6%)
	7,822,100

(25.08%)
	
11

AK[image: External link], CO[image: External link], IA[image: External link], ID[image: External link], KS[image: External link], ME[image: External link],

OK[image: External link], TX[image: External link], UT[image: External link], WI[image: External link], WY[image: External link]


	Carly Fiorina



	John Kasich
	
	69th[image: External link]

Governor of Ohio[image: External link]

(2011–present)
	125

(5.1%)
	4,290,448

(13.76%)
	1

OH[image: External link]
	None



	Marco Rubio
	
	U.S. Senator from Florida[image: External link]

(2011–present)
	123

(5%)
	3,515,576

(11.27%)
	3

DC[image: External link], MN[image: External link], PR[image: External link]
	None



	Ben Carson
	
	Director of Pediatric Neurosurgery[image: External link]

for Johns Hopkins Hospital[image: External link]

(1984–2013)
	7

(0.3%)
	857,039

(2.75%)
	None
	None



	Jeb Bush
	
	43rd

Governor of Florida[image: External link]

(1999–2007)
	3

(0.1%)
	286,694

(0.92%)
	None
	None



	Rand Paul
	
	U.S. Senator from Kentucky

(2011–present)
	2

(0.1%)
	66,788

(0.21%)
	None
	None



	Chris Christie
	
	55th[image: External link]

Governor of New Jersey[image: External link]

(2010–present)
	None

	57,637

(0.18%)
	None
	None



	Mike Huckabee
	
	44th

Governor of Arkansas[image: External link]

(1996–2007)
	None

	51,450

(0.16%)
	None
	None



	Carly Fiorina
	
	CEO of Hewlett-Packard[image: External link]

(1999–2005)
	None

	40,666

(0.13%)
	None
	None



	Jim Gilmore
	
	68th

Governor of Virginia[image: External link]

(1998–2002)
	None

	18,369

(0.06%)
	None
	None



	Rick Santorum
	
	U.S. Senator from Pennsylvania

(1995–2007)
	None

	16,627

(0.05%)
	None

	None
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	Candidate
	Most recent position
	Withdrawal date
	Bound

delegates

(hard count)[17]
	Popular

vote[17]
	Contests won[g]



	Rick Perry
	
	47th[image: External link]

Governor of Texas[image: External link]

(2000–2015)
	Withdrew: September 11, 2015

(endorsed Ted Cruz, then Donald Trump)
	None
	
1
[29]


	None



	Scott Walker
	
	45th[image: External link]

Governor of Wisconsin[image: External link]

(2011–present)
	Withdrew: September 21, 2015

(endorsed Ted Cruz, then Donald Trump)
	None
	
1
[30]


	None



	Bobby Jindal[image: External link]
	
	55th[image: External link]

Governor of Louisiana[image: External link]

(2008–2016)
	Withdrew: November 17, 2015

(endorsed Marco Rubio, then Donald Trump)
	None
	222
	None



	Lindsey Graham
	
	U.S. Senator

of South Carolina[image: External link]

(2003–present)
	Withdrew: December 21, 2015

(endorsed Jeb Bush, then Ted Cruz, then no endorsement)
	None
	5,666
	None



	George Pataki
	
	53rd[image: External link]

Governor of New York

(1995–2006)
	Withdrew: December 29, 2015

(endorsed Marco Rubio, then John Kasich, then no endorsement)
	None
	2,036
	None
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     Trump       Cruz       Kasich       Rubio       Carson

     Tie       Uncommitted       No results (Colorado and North Dakota did not hold primaries/caucuses.)
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2012 presidential nominee[image: External link] Mitt Romney lost the election to incumbent president Barack Obama. The Republican National Committee, believing that the long, drawn-out 2012 primary season had politically and personally damaged Romney, drafted plans to condense the 2016 primary season. As part of these plans, the 2016 Republican National Convention was scheduled for the relatively early date of July 18–21, 2016,[31] the earliest since Republicans nominated Thomas Dewey[image: External link] in June 1948[image: External link].[32][33] By comparison, the 2012 Republican National Convention[image: External link] was held August 27–30 at the Tampa Bay Times Forum[image: External link] in Tampa[image: External link], Florida[image: External link].

With Kasich's announcement to enter the race on July 21, 2015, the field reached 16 candidates,[34] officially becoming the largest presidential field in the history of the Republican Party, surpassing the 1948 primaries[image: External link]. With Gilmore's announcement to enter the race for a second time on July 30, 2015,[35] the field reached 17 candidates, becoming the largest presidential field in American history, surpassing the 16 candidates in the Democratic Party presidential primaries[image: External link] of both 1972[image: External link] and 1976[image: External link].[36][37]

In mid-December 2014, Bush, widely seen as a possible frontrunner for the nomination due to his relatively moderate stances, record as governor of a crucial swing state, name recognition and access to high-paying donors, was the first candidate to form a political action committee[image: External link] (PAC) and exploratory committee.[38] Many other candidates followed suit. The first candidate to declare his candidacy was Texas Senator Ted Cruz, who was popular among grassroots conservatives due to his association with the Tea Party movement.[39][40]

The 2016 candidates originated in several Republican Party tendencies, with the grassroots conservatives represented by Cruz and Carson, the Christian right represented by Huckabee and Santorum, and the moderates, or establishment, represented by Bush and Christie, among others. In addition, some candidates were seen as appealing to both conservatives and moderates, such as Kasich, Jindal, Walker, Rubio and Paul. Two notable candidates from the previous primaries in 2012[image: External link] returned for a second consecutive run in 2016: Santorum and Perry. Lastly, there were candidates with minimal to no political experience—Carson, Trump and Fiorina, who touted their lack of political experience as a positive while others criticized it as making them unqualified for the office.[41][42][43]

The field was noted for its diversity and was even called the most diverse presidential field in American history. This included two Latinos[image: External link] (Cruz and Rubio), a woman (Fiorina), an Indian-American[image: External link] (Jindal) and an African-American[image: External link] (Carson). Five were the sons of immigrants: Cruz (Cuban father), Jindal (Indian parents), Rubio (Cuban parents), Santorum (Italian father) and Trump (Scottish mother).[44][45][46][47]

In March 2017, during hearings, Rubio divulged that in July 2016 and again in 2017 there were Russian associated attempts to hack his teams's computer network.[48][49][50][51]
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 Overview




Widely viewed as a very open contest with no clear front-runner, potential candidates fluctuated in the polls for an extended period from late 2012 to the end of 2015. In the year prior to the election season, a total of 17 major candidates campaigned for the nomination, thus making it the single largest presidential primary field in American history.[2] However, by the time the primary season started in early 2016, three candidates had clearly emerged ahead of the rest of the field: Florida[image: External link] Senator Marco Rubio, Texas[image: External link] Senator Ted Cruz, and New York businessman Donald Trump. Trump maintained wide poll leads throughout 2015 and into 2016, primarily due to his brash and unapologetic style of speaking and campaigning, emphasizing a disregard for political correctness, as well as populist and nativist[image: External link] policies, earning him the support of working-class voters and voters without a college education, among other demographics.[52][53] However, this same brash attitude and polarizing policy stances generated numerous controversies in the media,[54] and many of the other candidates sought to become the "anti-Trump" candidate by condemning his rhetoric and more radical policies. This gave rise to Senators Cruz and Rubio, who both emphasized their youth in comparison to most other candidates, as well as possible appeals to Hispanic voters, despite both being at different ends of the Republican political spectrum; Cruz was backed by his origins in the Tea Party movement and support among Evangelicals, while Rubio was seen by many as having broad appeal to both the conservative grassroots and the moderate “establishment” factions of the GOP, while also risking criticism from both sides.[43][55][56] Additionally, Ohio governor John Kasich, a moderate Republican, remained in the race for an extended period of time, despite widely being viewed as having little to no chance to win the nomination.[57]

Despite Trump's lead in most national polls, the first-in-the-nation Iowa caucuses[image: External link] were won by Cruz, due to his support among grassroots conservatives. However, Trump rebounded with strong wins in New Hampshire[image: External link], South Carolina[image: External link], and Nevada[image: External link]. On Super Tuesday[image: External link], Trump expanded his lead by winning seven of the eleven states, while the Cruz campaign gained new energy with victories in Alaska[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link], and the significant stronghold of Cruz’s home state Texas[image: External link]. Despite initially never winning a state, Rubio maintained significant momentum with narrow finishes in Iowa (third place), South Carolina (second place), and Nevada (second place), before finally claiming victory in Minnesota[image: External link] on Super Tuesday.

Between Super Tuesday and the beginning of the "winner-take-all" primaries, Cruz stayed nearly even with Trump, winning four states to Trump’s five, while Rubio won several smaller contests such as Puerto Rico[image: External link] and Washington, D.C. In the first round of winner-take-all contests on March 15, Trump greatly expanded his lead by winning five of the six contests that day. After a significant loss to Trump in his home state of Florida, Rubio suspended[a] his campaign that same day. Meanwhile, Kasich finally gained some momentum by winning his home state of Ohio.

As the primary season entered the spring, the mostly-consolidated field resulted in a closing of the gap between Trump and Cruz, with Trump sweeping the South[image: External link], the Northeast[image: External link], and parts of the Midwest[image: External link], while Cruz performed strongly in the West[image: External link] and scored a surprise victory in Maine[image: External link]. Kasich, unable to win any other states besides Ohio, remained far behind in a distant third. After Cruz’s upset win in Wisconsin, speculation began to arise that the convention would be a brokered one in which the establishment would choose Kasich or someone else, since both Trump and Cruz were not viewed favorably by the establishment.[58][59]

As April came to a close and Trump won a resounding victory in his home state of New York, both Cruz and Kasich were mathematically eliminated from winning the nomination without a brokered convention. Both men then formed an alliance to block Trump from winning the nomination, ahead of the " Acela[image: External link] primaries" of five Northeastern states on April 26.[60] Subsequently, Trump swept all five states and greatly increased his delegate lead. In a final push to block Trump’s path to the nomination, Cruz announced that one of the former candidates for the nomination, former Hewlett-Packard[image: External link] CEO Carly Fiorina, would be his running mate if he was the nominee.[61] Nevertheless, after Trump won the Indiana primary on May 3, Cruz suspended his campaign,[7] subsequently leading to Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus announcing Trump as the presumptive nominee.[62] Kasich announced the suspension of his campaign the next day, leaving Trump as the only candidate left in the race. Trump then went on to win all of the remaining primaries, sweeping the remainder of the West, Midwest and the entirety of the West Coast. With his victories in New Jersey and the remaining final states on June 7, not only did Trump officially surpass the necessary number of bound delegates, but also broke the old record of 12,034,676 (2000)[63] for the highest amount of popular votes ever received by the winner of the Republican presidential primaries, with over 14 million votes.[17]
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 2012–2014: Fluctuating polls




After Romney's unsuccessful 2012[image: External link] campaign, the potential 2016 field was left without a clear future nominee, similar to that of 2008[image: External link]. Different speculations began rising from all sides of the right-leaning political spectrum as to who would make the best possible nominee: One faction of candidates included young freshmen senators, some with alliances to the Tea Party movement, such as Cruz, Paul and Rubio, who in particular was the focus of attention immediately following 2012. In most national polls from late-2012 to mid-2013, Rubio was leading due to being young, articulate, having a broad appeal among conservatives and moderates and also for his Latino heritage and continued efforts on immigration reform, which many viewed as possible tools to draw Hispanic voters to the GOP.[64][65][66]

However, another narrative for the nomination, similar to that which drove Romney's 2012 campaign, was that the nominee needed to be a governor in a traditionally Democratic or swing state, with a proven record that would stand as proof that such a governor could be president as well. The possible candidates that fit this criteria included Bush, Gilmore, Kasich, Pataki, Walker and Christie, who in particular had been rising in popularity due to his loud and blunt manner of speaking at public events, championed by some as challenging conventional political rhetoric.[67][68][69] With his record as governor of New Jersey, a heavily Democratic state, factored in, Christie overtook Rubio in the polls from mid-2013 up until early 2014, when the "Bridgegate" scandal[image: External link] was first revealed and started to damage Christie's reputation and poll standing.[70] Although he was later cleared of personal responsibility in the subsequent investigation, Christie never regained frontrunner status.[71]

After Christie's fall in the polls, the polls fluctuated from January to November 2014; candidates who often performed well included Paul, Wisconsin congressman and 2012 vice presidential nominee Paul Ryan (the eventual House Speaker) and former candidates such as former Arkansas governor Mike Huckabee and then-governor of Texas Rick Perry, further reflecting the uncertainty of the upcoming race for the nomination.[72][73]
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 April 2014–January 2015: Jeb Bush leading the polls




In April 2014, Robert Costa and Philip Rucker of The Washington Post reported that the period of networking and relationship-building that they dubbed the "credentials caucus" had begun, with prospective candidates "quietly studying up on issues and cultivating ties to pundits and luminaries from previous administrations".[74]

Though Bush often polled in the low double digits, he was considered a prominent candidate due to his high fundraising ability, record as governor of Florida (a crucial swing state) and apparent electability.[75][76] By November 2014, Bush had finally solidified his lead in the polls.[77][78] Around this time there were talks of the possibility of Romney making a third run for the presidency. During this period from November 2014 until late January 2015, the speculation fueled Romney's rise in many national polls as well, challenging Bush.[79] Although Romney admitted he was entertaining the idea after initially declining, he ultimately reaffirmed his decision not to run on January 30, 2015.[80]

However, by the end of February, another challenger rose to match Bush in the polls: Walker, who often touted his record as governor in a traditionally Democratic state, particularly noting his victory in a recall election[image: External link] in 2012 (the first governor in American history to do so), combined with his reelection in 2014[image: External link]. Walker and Bush balanced out in the polls from late February until about mid-June, at which point Trump entered the race.[81] Walker's challenge to Bush also allowed other candidates to briefly resurge in some polls from late April up until mid-June, including former top performers Rubio, Paul and Huckabee, in addition to several newcomers to the top tier of polling, including Cruz and Carson.[72][73]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Mid-2015: Donald Trump and the rise of the outsiders




Shortly after Trump announced his candidacy on June 16, 2015, many pundits noted his uniquely outspoken nature, blunt language and rhetoric[image: External link], often directly contradicting traditional political candidates. This style was seen as resonating strongly with potential Republican primary voters and Trump began to rise in the polls.[82] After a few weeks of briefly matching Bush, Trump surged into first place in all major national polls by mid-July,[83] which he continued to lead consistently until November. Trump also polled well in the early-voting states of Iowa, New Hampshire and South Carolina, often leading or coming in second in those states.

With the surge of Trump, a man who had never held political office, the general focus began to shift over to other non-politician candidates, commonly known as "outsiders" and the other two outsiders in the field quickly rose in the polls as well in the wake of the first two debates: Carson, who rose into second place after a well-received performance in the first debate and Fiorina, who rose into the top three after her performance in the second debate.[84][85][86] The rising popularity of non-politician outsiders shocked many political analysts, and fueled a new conversation about how those with no political experience or prior runs for office could appeal more to potential primary voters than career politicians and what it means for the future of the Republican party and American politics in general.[87][88][89] In mid-September, the first two major candidates dropped out of the race. Perry suspended his campaign on September 11, 2015, citing his failure to qualify for the primetime debates, his subsequent failure to raise a significant amount of money and his indictment[image: External link] as reasons.[90][91] Ten days later, on September 21, 2015, Walker suspended his campaign mainly due to his own poll numbers dropping after two lackluster debate performances.[92]
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 End of 2015: The field stabilizes, six candidates gain traction




By the end of September, most polling averages indicated that the field was finally stabilizing in terms of public opinion and six candidates in particular were gaining traction and pulling away from the rest of the field by considerable margins. Polling averages indicated the top six as Trump, Carson, Rubio, Fiorina, Bush and Cruz.[93] Trump and Carson were consistently first and second, respectively, while Fiorina was initially in third before being surpassed by Rubio and Bush and Cruz subsequently remained in fifth and sixth, respectively.[94][95][96] The other candidates who had been in the top ten of polling—Christie, Huckabee, Paul and Kasich—all leveled out at roughly 3% or less, while the five remaining candidates outside the top ten—Santorum, Jindal, Pataki, Graham and Gilmore—were consistently polling below 1%. By the third debate in late October, Bush and Fiorina's numbers were also beginning to fade, while Cruz was on the rise and began coming in fourth by most poll averages.[93] The third debate only solidified these numbers: Bush and Fiorina remained in low digits as both were considered lackluster, while Cruz was widely held as the winner and rose even further.[97][98] Throughout this period, both Trump and Carson had pulled well ahead of the rest of the field and with Trump often registering in the low 30s and high 20s and Carson in the low 20s, the two of them combined often made up well over 50% of the electorate in a vast majority of national polls.[93] Later in October and in early November, Carson began to match even with Trump by most polling averages, rising into the mid 20s and often finishing either just behind or just ahead of Trump.[99][100]

By October, with the polls reflecting a field that seemed to be stabilizing, most commentators began to claim that the field had already established who the final four candidates—those who were in the race for the long-term and had the best chance of actually becoming the nominee—would be.[102] The four were listed as being Trump, Carson, Rubio, and Cruz: Trump and Carson for their appeal as outsiders, as well as their opposite personalities-– with Trump's blunt nature and tough foreign policy stances, against Carson's soft-spoken nature and personal favorability—Rubio for his appeal to Hispanics and his stance on such issues as immigration reform, combined with strong debate performances and significant donor backing and Cruz for his appeal to Tea Party and Christian Conservative voters, which was seen as possibly having a strong impact in the southern states.[102][103][104][105] On November 17, 2015, Jindal became the third major Republican candidate to drop out.[106] The November 2015 Paris attacks, which killed 130 people days before Jindal dropped out, were widely seen as having a significant impact on the 2016 presidential race, particularly on the Republican side.[107] The attacks were seen as boosting the campaigns of those with tough stances on immigration like Trump and Cruz, as well as the foreign policy hawks like Rubio.[108][109] Possibly as a result, Carson—who had previously been perceived as uninformed and relatively inarticulate on foreign policy—began to suffer in the polls, with Trump once again solidifying a double-digit lead over everyone else, while Rubio and Cruz began to steadily rise as Carson's numbers declined.[93][110]

By December, Cruz had overtaken Carson by solidifying a base of support among Christian conservatives and averaged national polling of 18%, second only to Trump.[111] The non-interventionist Paul still failed to make traction at this juncture, while Carson fell down to about 10%, roughly even with Rubio.[93] On December 15, 2015, there was another presidential debate, which saw no major changes in the perceptions of the candidates. On December 21, 2015, the same day as the deadline to withdraw from the ballot in his home state of South Carolina, Graham suspended his campaign. Eight days later, on December 29, Pataki, who was struggling to poll above the margin of error, suspended his campaign as well.[112]
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 January 2016: The road to the early primaries




2016 dawned with the several-month-long truce between Trump and Cruz being broken.[113] Cruz accused Trump of not being a consistent conservative or an ethical businessman, while Trump questioned the Canadian-born Cruz's constitutional eligibility to be president—candidates have to be natural-born U.S. citizens to be eligible to be president—while noting Cruz's past calls for immigration reform.[114][115] This occurred as Trump and Cruz were vying for supremacy at the top of Iowa polls, in addition to both being the top two candidates in all national polls, ahead of the rest of the field by significant margins.[116][117] In the closing weeks before Iowa, Trump and Cruz ran dueling television commercials, each attacking the other's record.[118] Meanwhile, there was conflict between "establishment" candidates Rubio, Christie, Bush and Kasich, largely due to a media-reinforced belief that only a single establishment candidate could remain in the race past the early primaries. The establishment candidates staked their bids on strong showings in New Hampshire and both Christie and Kasich saw upticks in their polling in the weeks before the primary.[119][120] Both the Trump-Cruz conflict and the squabbling between establishment candidates was evident at the Republican debate on January 14. The Republican debate of January 28, devoid of Trump due to priorities and conflicts with moderator Megyn Kelly[image: External link] after the debate in August, was the candidates' last shot at honing their message before the Iowa caucuses. Immigration and foreign policy featured prominently in this debate and many candidates used the opportunity of a "Trump-less debate" to criticize the second-place Cruz, who was also being heavily criticized by prominent Republican leaders in the weeks before Iowa.[121][122]
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 February 2016: Early primaries






	Early states results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Rubio
	Kasich
	Carson
	Bush
	Gilmore
	Christie
	Fiorina
	Paul
	Huckabee
	Santorum
	Total



	Delegates won
	
Delegates:82
Pledged:82 Unpleged:0


	
Delegates:17
Pledged:17 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:16
Pledged:16 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:6
Pledged:6 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:5
Pledged:5 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:4
Pledged:4 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:0
Pledged:0 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:0
Pledged:0 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:1
Pledged:1 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:1
Pledged:1 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:1
Pledged:1 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:0
Pledged:0 Unpledged:0


	
133
Pledged:133 Unpledged:0





	Popular vote
	421,577

(32.7%)
	266,406

(20.7%)
	257,804

(20.0%)
	107,525

(8.4%)
	81,091

(6.3%)
	94,699

(7.3%)
	146

(0.01%)
	24,423

(1.9%)
	15,281

(1.2%)
	10,581

(0.8%)
	3,582

(0.3%)
	1,950

(0.2%)
	1,289,211



	States won
	3
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4



	Feb 1
	Iowa[image: External link]
	
24.3%
Delegates won:7


	
27.6%
Delegates won:8


	
23.1%
Delegates won:7


	
1.9%
Delegates won:1


	
9.3%
Delegates won:3


	
2.8%
Delegates won:1


	
0.01%
Delegates won:0


	
1.8%
Delegates won:0


	
1.9%
Delegates won:1


	
4.5%
Delegates won:1


	
1.8%
Delegates won:1


	
1%
Delegates won: 0


	N/A



	Feb 9
	
New Hampshire
Proportional primary


	
35.2%
Delegates won:11


	
11.6%
Delegates won:3


	
10.5%
Delegates won:2


	
15.7%
Delegates won:4


	
2.3%
Delegates won:0


	
11%
Delegates won:3


	
0.05%
Delegates won:0


	
7.4%
Delegates won:0


	
4.1%
Delegates won:0


	
0.7%
Delegates won:0


	N/A



	Feb 20
	
South Carolina
Winner-take-all primary


	
32.5%
Delegates won:50


	
22.3%
Delegates won:0


	
22.5%
Delegates won:0


	
7.6%
Delegates won:0


	
7.2%
Delegates won:0


	
7.8%
Delegates won:0


	N/A



	Feb 23
	
Nevada
Proportional caucas


	
45.7%
Delegates won:14


	
21.3%
Delegates won:6


	
23.8%
Delegates won:7


	
3.6%
Delegates won:1


	
4.8%
Delegates won:2


	N/A




In the first-in-the-nation Iowa caucuses[image: External link], Cruz won a narrow victory over Trump and Rubio.[123] Following poor performances in Iowa, three candidates suspended their campaigns: Huckabee—the winner of the caucuses in 2008—Santorum—the winner of the caucuses in 2012—and Paul, narrowing the field of candidates to nine.[124][125][126] After coming third in the Iowa caucuses, the media quickly painted Rubio as the candidate most likely to pick up the establishment mantle and ride it to the nomination following a strong performance in New Hampshire, much as McCain and Romney had done in 2008 and 2012, respectively, before both ultimately lost the general election to Obama. Rubio used this narrative to pick up a number of endorsements in the days following the Iowa caucuses. However, in the New Hampshire debate of February 6, 2016, Rubio repeated a talking point four times almost verbatim during an exchange with Christie, which led to sharp criticism of his performance in the aftermath and the beginning of the end of Rubio's campaign.[127]

In the New Hampshire primary[image: External link], Trump scored a decisive victory over the rest of the field, winning the primary with 35% of the vote. Kasich, who had held over 100 town halls in the state, finished second in a surprise to many in the media. Cruz coming in third in the contest was also a shock to many, while Rubio slipped to fifth, behind Trump, Kasich, Cruz and Bush, whose campaign appeared to be revitalized following several months of apparent stagnation. After coming in seventh place in both Iowa and New Hampshire, Fiorina suspended her campaign on February 10, 2016.[128] Later that same day, Christie, whose campaign was staked almost entirely on getting a strong showing in New Hampshire, suspended his campaign after coming in sixth in New Hampshire, failing to reach the minimum 10% vote threshold required to be allocated delegates from the state and qualifying for the next debate on CBS.[129][130] Later that week, Jim Gilmore, who had failed to gain traction, win delegates or be invited to most of the debates, suspended his campaign, narrowing the field to six.[131]

The third contest was in South Carolina. Prior to the primary, Rubio picked up the key endorsement of Governor Nikki Haley, a feat seen as renewing his momentum after a disappointing finish in New Hampshire.[132][133] Exit polling showed that 46% of voters had decided the week before the primary, and that the majority of these votes went to Rubio.[134] When the votes were counted, Trump again won by double digits, garnering 33% of the vote, ahead of Rubio with 22%, who edged out Cruz for second-place by 0.2%. Since Trump carried the vote both statewide and in each congressional district, his result netted him all 50 delegates available in the state.[135][136] Following disappointing finishes in the first three contests despite outspending his competitors, Bush suspended his campaign on February 20.[137]

Three days following the South Carolina primary, Trump won the Nevada caucuses, winning with 46% of the vote with Rubio in a distant second with 24% and Cruz slightly further behind with 21%.[138]
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 March 1, 2016: Super Tuesday




Super Tuesday[image: External link] voting, after the early voting in February, decided nearly half of the delegate votes needed to achieve the 1,237 votes to win the nomination at the 2016 Republican National Convention—595 delegates at stake, to be exact. North Dakota held the last caucus on Super Tuesday, but there was no presidential straw poll and all the delegates elected later at its convention in April were unbound. Wyoming took a straw poll, but it was non-binding and no delegates were allocated on Super Tuesday. Leading up to Super Tuesday, a debate between the remaining five candidates took place in Houston[image: External link] on February 25, 2016. Political rhetoric and charges heated up with Cruz and Rubio teaming up to attack Trump.[139]



	Super Tuesday results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Rubio
	Kasich
	Carson
	Uncom.
	Total



	Delegates won
	255
	218
	96
	21
	3
	2
	595



	Popular vote
	2,955,120

(34.4%)
	2,502,557

(29.2%)
	1,881,068

(21.9%)
	546,465

(6.4%)
	493,912

(5.8%)
	–
	8,581,841



	States won
	7
	3
	1
	0
	0
	0
	11



	



	Alabama
	
43.4%
Delegates won:36


	
21%
Delegates won:13


	
18.7%
Delegates won:1


	
4.4%
Delegates won:0


	
10.2%
Delegates won:0


	–
	N/A



	Alaska
	
33.6%
Delegates won:11


	
36.4%
Delegates won:12


	
15.2%
Delegates won:5


	
4%
Delegates won:0


	
10.8%
Delegates won:0


	–



	Arkansas
	
32.8%
Delegates won:16


	31%
	25%
	4%
	6%
	–



	Georgia
	39%
	24%
	24%
	6%
	6%
	–



	Massachusetts
	49%
	10%
	18%
	18%
	3%
	–



	Minnesota
	21%
	29%
	36%
	6%
	7%
	–



	Oklahoma
	28%
	34%
	26%
	4%
	6%
	–



	Tennessee
	39%
	25%
	21%
	5%
	8%
	–



	Texas
	27%
	44%
	18%
	4%
	4%
	–



	Vermont
	33%
	10%
	19%
	30%
	4%
	–



	Virginia
	35%
	17%
	32%
	10%
	6%
	–




Trump won the contests in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Massachusetts, Tennessee, Vermont and Virginia, while Cruz netted a strong victory in his home state of Texas and added victories in Oklahoma and Alaska. Rubio won his first contest in the Minnesota Republican Caucus and finished a strong second in Virginia. Kasich won no contests, but he almost won in Vermont and finished second in Massachusetts. Carson did not win or place in any contest, netted only three delegates and though he initially expressed an intent to stay in the race, began showing signs of withdrawing in the days following Super Tuesday; he ultimately suspended his campaign on March 4, 2016.[140][141][142]
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 Early March 2016: Between Super Tuesdays




After Super Tuesday[image: External link] voting, but before winner-take-all voting was to begin, nine states, two territories and Washington, D.C. held their primaries and caucuses. During this period, 377 delegates were at stake. On March 3, 2016, the day before Carson dropped out of the race, Romney criticized Trump in a heavily publicized speech[image: External link]. Later that day, there was another GOP debate[image: External link], which again featured Trump, Cruz, Rubio and Kasich. Carson did not participate in the debate, as he announced the suspension of his campaign the next day, narrowing the field to four; he subsequently endorsed Trump on March 10, 2016, the day after Fiorina endorsed Cruz.[143] Meanwhile, as the prospect of a Trump nomination became more imminent, establishment Republicans pressured Romney or House Speaker Paul Ryan to enter the race; Romney had already decided not to enter the race on January 30, 2015, while Ryan announced he would not enter on April 13, 2016.[144][145]

On March 5, Cruz won the Kansas and Maine caucuses by comfortable margins. Trump narrowly won the Kentucky caucus and the Louisiana primary. Rubio and Kasich did not finish first or second on any primaries on "Super Saturday". The following day, the first of the 2016 primaries to be held in a U.S. territory went to Rubio, who won all of Puerto Rico[image: External link]'s 23 delegates.[146] On March 8, Trump won in Michigan, Mississippi and Hawaii, while Cruz took the Idaho Republican Primary, while Rubio missed delegate thresholds in Michigan, Mississippi and Idaho, finishing the night with only a single delegate. Despite some favorable polling in Michigan,[147] Kasich did not win any primaries, but he still picked up 17 delegates. Neither Rubio nor Kasich finished first or second in any primaries held that day.

In the Virgin Islands caucuses on March 10, a slate composed wholly of uncommitted delegates was initially elected. However, the entire slate was later disqualified by the territorial party and was replaced by the elected alternates-– two uncommitted, two for Rubio and one each for Cruz and Trump.[148] The dispute is now in court.[149] Also on March 10, there was a debate in Florida between the four surviving candidates, which was conducted in a more civil tone than prior debates.[150]

On March 12, the Guam caucuses endorsed eight uncommitted delegates and one unbound Cruz-supporting delegate.[151] Rubio won his final contest in D.C. and 9 delegates went to Cruz in the Wyoming county conventions. Rubio and Trump both earned one delegate and another was elected as uncommitted. Rubio's delegates stated that he would vote for Cruz on the second ballot if there was one.



	March 5–12 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Rubio
	Kasich
	Uncom.
	Total



	Delegates won
	140
	137
	48
	36
	12[h]
	373



	Popular vote
	987,571

(37.2%)
	820,746

(30.9%)
	299,397

(11.3%)
	441,127

(16.6%)
	24,662

(0.9%)
	2,653,336



	States won
	5
	3
	0+PR+DC
	0
	0+VI+GU
	8+4



	



	Kansas
	23%
	47%
	17%
	11%
	0.4%
	N/A



	Kentucky
	36%
	32%
	16%
	14%
	0.2%



	Louisiana
	41%
	38%
	11%
	6%
	–



	Maine
	33%
	46%
	8%
	12%
	–



	Puerto Rico
	13%
	9%
	71%
	1%
	–



	Hawaii
	43%
	32%
	13%
	10%
	–



	Idaho
	28%
	45%
	16%
	7%
	–



	Michigan
	37%
	25%
	9%
	24%
	2%



	Mississippi
	47%
	36%
	5%
	9%
	–



	Virgin Islands*
	6%
	12%
	10%
	–
	65%



	Guam†
	0
	1
	0
	0
	8



	Washington D.C.
	14%
	12%
	37%
	36%
	–



	Wyoming‡
	
7.2%
Delegates won:1


	
66.3%
Delegates won:23


	
19.5%
Delegates won:1


	
0%
Delegates won:0


	
7.0%
Delegates won:1






* Virgin Islands results do not take account of the later disqualification of delegates. Accounting for the disqualified delegates, the results were as follows: Uncommitted 36%, Cruz 22%, Rubio 18%, Carson 12%, Trump 12%.

† Delegate totals are given in Guam as no tally of the popular vote has been released and one delegate was elected by acclamation.

‡Wyoming held county conventions with no statewide popular vote; percentages represent the vote of county delegates.
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 March 15, 2016: Super Tuesday II




March 15 featured winner-take-all primaries in the delegate-rich states of Florida—Rubio's home state—and Ohio—Kasich's home state. There were also contests in Illinois, Missouri, North Carolina, and the Northern Mariana Islands, totaling 367 delegates. It was widely seen as a very important day in the presidential race because of the large number of winner-take-all delegates at stake. In the days leading up to Florida, the remaining candidates announced prominent endorsements and Trump and Rubio in particular spent millions on television advertisements assailing the other in Florida. The level of protest and violence at Trump rallies meanwhile became an object of criticism by other candidates; one such incident led to the cancellation of a Trump event in Chicago on March 13, 2016.[152] On March 11, 2016, in an effort to stop Trump, Rubio told his supporters in Ohio to vote for Kasich, while Kasich refused to tell his Florida supporters to help Rubio, with a campaign spokesperson later quoted as saying: "We were going to win Ohio anyway even without his help, just as he's going to lose Florida to Trump without ours".[153] The Northern Mariana Islands caucuses were the first contest to close on March 15, with Trump taking 73% of the vote and collecting all nine delegates.[154] In Florida, Trump netted the biggest prize of the night, handily defeating Rubio in his home state.[155] Trump added to that wins in North Carolina, Illinois and Missouri. Soon after the announcement of his loss in Florida, Rubio suspended his campaign. Kasich got on the board for the first time, winning his home state of Ohio to stave off elimination. Kasich's victory in Ohio meant that the 2016 Republican primaries were the first since 1968[image: External link] (and the first in which every state held a contest) in which more than three candidates won at least one state (though in 2012[image: External link] three candidates (Mitt Romney, Rick Santorum, and Newt Gingrich) won states and a fourth (Ron Paul[image: External link]) won a territory (Virgin Islands[image: External link]) while Democratic primaries have historically been more divided; examples are the Democratic primaries in 1968[image: External link] (five candidates won states), 1972[image: External link] (seven), 1976[image: External link] (six), 1988[image: External link] (five), 1992[image: External link] (five), and 2004[image: External link] (four). The election in Missouri was very close, with Trump beating Cruz by fewer than 2,000 votes (0.21%);[156][157] Cruz could have contested the outcome because the difference was less than 0.5%, but chose not to, thereby giving the 12 statewide delegates to Trump and 37 overall out of the 52.[158]



	March 15 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Kasich
	Rubio
	Total



	Delegates won
	228
	51
	81
	6
	366



	Popular vote
	3,202,125

(40.6%)
	1,912,166

(24.2%)
	1,620,506

(20.5%)
	957,976

(12.1%)
	7,889,784



	States won
	4+NMP
	0
	1
	0
	5+NMP



	



	Florida
	46%
	17%
	7%
	27%
	N/A



	Illinois
	39%
	30%
	20%
	9%



	Missouri
	40.8%
	40.6%
	10%
	6%



	North Carolina
	40%
	36%
	12%
	8%



	N. Mariana Islands
	73%
	24%
	2%
	1%



	Ohio
	36%
	13%
	47%
	2%
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 Late March – April 2016: A three-candidate race




Seven states and one territory voted between March 22 and April 19, 2016, totaling 315 delegates with New York the largest (winner-take-most, 95), followed by Arizona (winner-take-all, 58).

The final debate between the candidates, which had been scheduled to take place on March 21, 2016, in Salt Lake City[image: External link], was cancelled after Trump and Kasich withdrew from the event. Trump had initially announced that he would be absent as there had been enough debates; Kasich subsequently stated that he would not attend a debate without Trump.[159]

On March 22, with concerns about the border, immigration and national security at the fore, Trump won all 58 delegates in Arizona. However, in Utah, Cruz garnered 69% of the vote, triggering the 50% rule to take all 40 delegates, buoyed by anti-Trump sentiment among many Mormons[image: External link]. All of American Samoa's delegates were uncommitted.[160] After Trump was declared the presumptive nominee, all of the American Samoa delegates committed to him.[161] American Samoa and Utah were the last caucuses of the 2016 Republican primary season.

As a Trump nomination became even more likely, the Club for Growth[image: External link] and other backers of the Stop Trump movement began adopting increasingly drastic strategies to derail his nomination, including all-out opposition to him in Wisconsin, seen as one opportunity to deny him the 1,237 delegates needed to clinch the nomination.[162] Trump stated that he foresaw the outbreak of riots if he were denied the nomination at the convention.[163] Despite often being viewed as anathema to the establishment, Cruz began picking up endorsements of establishment figures dismayed by the prospect of a Trump nomination, including that of Romney just before the Utah primary, Bush on March 23, 2016, and Walker on March 29, 2016.[164]

Toward the end of March, the competition between the three remaining candidates grew even fiercer.[165] The increasingly acrimonious back-and-forth between Cruz and Trump took a new turn after the National Enquirer[image: External link] accused Cruz of being involved in five extramarital affairs-– claims Cruz denied, accusing Trump of planting the claim, but other sources linked it to Rubio's suspended campaign.[166][167] On March 29, the same day Walker endorsed Cruz, at a GOP town hall event hosted by CNN, all three remaining Republican candidates distanced themselves from the vow they had taken in September to support their party's eventual nominee. Referring to the pledge, Kasich stated, "all of us shouldn't even have answered that question".[168]

April 3 had a North Dakota convention where Cruz gained support of eight delegates and Trump got one. Cruz later got six extra delegates committed to him. After Cruz dropped out, three delegates switched their support to Trump. The 13 uncommitted delegates backed Trump, giving him the support of 17 delegates and a majority. On April 5, buoyed by support from Walker and the state's talk and national radio hosts, Cruz won the statewide contests by a 48–35% margin and six congressional districts at the Wisconsin primary for 36 delegates. Trump won two congressional districts[image: External link] for six delegates.[169]

Following the Wisconsin primary, the three candidates moved on to Trump's home state of New York for its April 19 primary. Trump and Kasich teamed up to assail Cruz for his earlier criticism of Trump's "New York values," while Cruz reiterated his claim that Trump has an inconsistent conservative record and stated that "the only reason Kasich is attacking me now is because Kasich is afraid of going against Trump if I dropped out." Trump also received the support of former New York mayor and 2008 presidential candidate[image: External link] Rudy Giuliani during the lead-up to the New York primary. On April 9, 2016, Cruz won the Colorado[image: External link] delegates after taking a solid majority, the state's four uncommitted delegates declaring support for Cruz, bringing his total delegate count in Colorado to 34. On April 16, 2016, Cruz won all 14 at-large delegates in the Wyoming[image: External link] state convention.[170] He also received the support of RNC Committeewoman Marti Halverson, one of the 3 RNC delegates to the convention.[171]

On April 19, Trump won New York with 59% of the vote, taking 89 of its 95 delegates. Kasich was a distant second with 25% of the vote, taking the other six delegates. Cruz was completely shut-out from receiving any New York delegates, coming in third place with only 15% of the vote, as the threshold for obtaining any delegates was 20%. Following the New York primary, Cruz was mathematically eliminated from reaching the majority of 1,237 delegates to earn the nomination, as he needed 678 more while only 674 were available.[172]



	March 22 – April 19 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Kasich
	Uncom.
	Total



	Delegates won
	154
	123
	6
	5
	288



	Popular vote
	1,254,994

(43.9%)
	974,360

(34.1%)
	485,025

(17.0%)
	2,293

	2,857,840



	States won
	3+AS
	4
	0
	0

	7+AS



	



	American Samoa*
	9
	0
	0
	0
	N/A



	Arizona
	46%
	28%
	11%
	–



	Utah
	14%
	69%
	17%
	–



	North Dakota*
	17
	11
	0
	0



	Wisconsin
	35%
	48%
	14%
	0.2%



	Colorado#
	1
	29+4[i]
	0
	3



	Wyoming[j]#
	0
	14
	0
	2



	New York
	59%
	15%
	25%
	–




* The delegate count is given for American Samoa and North Dakota as no tally of the vote has been released. All delegates from American Samoa are unpledged. All delegates from North Dakota are unbound but some have declared support (committed to) for a candidate (they can still change their minds).

#The delegate count from Colorado and Wyoming is given because there is no tally for popular vote. These delegates, however, can choose to be bound to a candidate or to be left uncommitted. They indicated this when they filed to run for a delegate spot.
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 April 26, 2016: Acela primary




On April 26, 2016, five Northeastern primaries were contested—Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania and Rhode Island—and were collectively termed the " Amtrak[image: External link]" or "Acela primary" in reference to the Acela Express[image: External link], which runs through the area.[173] All five primaries were won by Trump by overwhelming margins between 29% and 41%; Trump received over 54% of the vote in all five. He claimed all the delegates available in Connecticut, Delaware and Maryland, as well as all 17 pledged delegates in Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania also elected 54 unpledged delegates and both the Trump campaign and The Washington Post estimated that Trump would win the support of at least 39 of the Keystone State's 54 unpledged delegates.[174] Only in Rhode Island, where delegates were allocated proportionally, did Kasich (5) or Cruz (2) win any pledged delegates. Trump attained 12 of the 19 there and 111 of the 118 by the end of the night. The night was also notable as Trump cleared 10 million votes, surpassing the vote total attained by McCain[175] and Romney[176] in 2008 and 2012 respectively. The two aforementioned contests were won with the candidate receiving a majority of the popular vote nationwide in both 2008 and 2012. The next day, Trump received the support of 31 unbound delegates from Pennsylvania, while Cruz nabbed four of them, Kasich three, and five remained uncommitted.[177] On April 28, 2016, a Trump rally in Costa Mesa, California[image: External link], attracted protests that turned violent, with approximately twenty people arrested and a police car vandalized.[178] On April 29, the Trump campaign declared that they had accumulated 1,001 delegates, only 236 from the 1,237 necessary for the nomination.[179]



	April 26 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Kasich
	Uncom.
	Total



	Delegates won
	111
	2
	5
	6
	124



	Popular vote
	1,356,152

(56.5%)
	475,112

(19.8%)
	506,327

(21.1%)
	3,145
	2,399,257



	States won
	5
	0
	0
	0
	5



	



	Connecticut
	58%
	12%
	28%
	1%
	N/A



	Delaware
	61%
	16%
	20%
	–



	Maryland[image: External link]
	54%
	19%
	23%
	–



	Pennsylvania
	57%
	22%
	19%
	–



	Rhode Island
	63%
	10%
	24%
	1%
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 May 3, 2016: Indiana primary




Five primaries were contested in May: Indiana, Nebraska, West Virginia, Oregon and Washington, with the Hoosier State awarding the most, with 57 delegates. By late April, Cruz and Kasich had both been eliminated from getting 1,237 delegates, but they still had a chance to accumulate enough delegates to force a contested convention in Cleveland. Realizing this, Cruz and Kasich attempted to focus their efforts in different states, with Cruz challenging Trump head-to-head in Indiana and Kasich challenging Trump in Oregon and New Mexico.[180][181][182] The Indiana primary, whose delegates were awarded winner-take all statewide and by congressional district, was seen as essential to denying Trump the 1,237 delegates needed to secure the nomination.[60] Following the Acela primaries, Cruz attempted to bolster his chances by announcing that, if nominated, he would name Fiorina as his running mate[183] (Fiorina had served as a Cruz campaign surrogate since endorsing him in March after suspending her own presidential campaign in February and Cruz hoped that Fiorina could help his campaign in Indiana and her home state of California).[184] On April 29, 2016, Governor Mike Pence of Indiana announced that he would vote for Cruz in the primary election.[185] Nevertheless, although Trump was outspent by a margin of more than 4-1, he handily won Indiana with 53.3% of the vote, winning a plurality in every Congressional District and taking all 57 delegates.[186] Cruz subsequently dropped out of the race, eliminating any hope of a contested convention in July. As a result, Republican National Committee chairman Reince Priebus tweeted that Trump was the presumptive nominee in the GOP. The next day, Kasich also suspended his campaign, leaving Trump as the only candidate in the race. Many Republican leaders and even former presidential candidates endorsed Trump after the withdrawal of Kasich and Cruz, but other party leaders such as Ryan, Romney and the entire Bush family withheld their support,[187] although Ryan endorsed Trump on June 2, 2016.[188]



	May 3 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Kasich
	Total



	Delegates won
	57
	0
	0
	57[13]



	Popular vote
	591,514

(53.3%)
	406,783

(36.6%)
	84,111

(7.6%)
	1,110,543



	States won
	1
	0
	0
	1



	



	Indiana
	53%
	37%
	8%
	N/A
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 May 2016: Trump as presumptive nominee




142 delegates were awarded between the Indiana primary and the final primaries in June; however, with Trump the only candidate remaining, Washington, Oregon, West Virginia and Nebraska became essentially uncontested, although Cruz and Kasich remained on the ballot. Trump won handily in West Virginia, Nebraska and Oregon, although Kasich received one delegate from West Virginia and five in Oregon, while Cruz took five in Oregon as well. The next week, Trump won decisively in Washington State, taking 76% of the vote and 41 of 44 delegates, with the other three uncommitted.



	May 10–24 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Kasich
	Cruz
	Uncom.
	Total



	Delegates won
	127
	6
	5
	4
	142[13]



	Popular vote
	987,336

(70.5%)
	157,632

(11.3%)
	185,689

(13.3%)
	-
	1,399,967



	States won
	4
	0
	0
	0
	4



	



	Nebraska
	61%
	11%
	18%
	-
	N/A



	West Virginia
	77%
	6%
	9%
	-



	Oregon
	64%
	16%
	17%
	-



	Washington
	75%
	10%
	11%
	-




On May 26, 2016, the Associated Press announced that Trump had passed the threshold of 1,237 delegates required to guarantee his nomination,[10] thanks to unbound delegates from North Dakota who declared their support for Trump.
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 June 2016: Final primaries




See also: Free the Delegates[image: External link]


The final five primary contests were held on June 7, 2016, in California, Montana, New Jersey, New Mexico and South Dakota, with California awarding the most with 172 delegates and New Jersey with 51. Though initially pegged by pundits as being an important primary, the suspension of the Cruz and Kasich campaigns following the Indiana primary made the California primary merely a formality at that point, as Trump shattered the all-time record for votes in the Republican primaries set by George W. Bush in 2000 of 12,034,676 votes.[63] After the final primaries, his vote total was 14,015,993 (44.9%), almost 2 million votes higher than the previous record.[17]



	June 7 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Total



	Delegates won
	303
	303



	Popular vote
	2,259,716

(75.2%)
	3,003,652



	States won
	5
	



	



	California
	75%
	N/A



	Montana
	74%



	New Jersey
	80%



	New Mexico
	71%



	South Dakota
	67%
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 July 2016: National Convention




Main article: 2016 Republican National Convention


The 2016 Republican National Convention was held from July 18–21 at the Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link] in Cleveland[image: External link]. The delegates selected the Republican presidential and vice presidential nominees and wrote the party platform[image: External link]. A simple majority of 1,237 delegates was needed to win the presidential nomination.[189] Following Trump's decisive win in Indiana and the subsequent suspension of the Cruz and Kasich campaigns, not to mention Trump reaching the threshold following his decisive win in Washington state, it became clear that there would not be a contested convention in Cleveland. On the first ballot, Trump clinched the nomination with 1,725 delegates, 488 more than required.[190]
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 Campaign finance




This is an overview of the money used in the campaign as it was reported to Federal Election Committee and released on July 21, 2016. Outside groups are independent expenditure[image: External link]-only committees, also called PACs and SuperPACs[image: External link]. Several such groups normally support each candidate but the numbers in the table are a total of all of them, meaning that a group of committees can be shown as technically insolvent[image: External link] even though it is not the case for all of them. The source of all the numbers is the Center for Responsive Politics[image: External link].[191]



	Candidate
	Campaign committee (as of June 30)
	Outside groups (as of July 21)
	Total spent
	Suspended

campaign[a]



	Money raised
	Money spent
	Cash on hand
	Debt
	Money raised
	Money spent
	Cash on hand



	Donald Trump
	$88,997,986
	$68,787,021
	$20,210,966
	$0*
	$9,744,105
	$7,620,376
	$2,123,729
	$76,407,397[192]
	Convention



	John Kasich
	$18,973,502
	$17,564,740
	$1,408,688
	$0
	$15,245,069
	$20,660,401
	$-5,415,332
	$38,225,141
	May 4



	Ted Cruz
	$89,322,157
	$79,919,142
	$9,403,015
	$0
	$67,463,363
	$47,145,301
	$20,318,062
	$127,064,443
	May 3



	Marco Rubio
	$54,739,824
	$51,964,471
	$3,316,872
	$2,067,041
	$61,966,485
	$59,868,636
	$2,097,849
	$111,833,107
	March 15



	Ben Carson
	$62,745,221
	$60,873,041
	$1,872,180
	$266,884
	$16,217,786
	$16,815,756
	$-597,970
	$77,688,797
	March 4



	Jeb Bush
	$33,999,149
	$33,967,964
	$31,185
	$261,703†
	$121,196,562
	$104,124,340
	$17,072,222
	$138,092,304
	February 20



	Jim Gilmore
	$383,500
	$383,300
	$200
	$0
	$342,200
	$368,600
	$-125,050
	$751,900
	February 12



	Chris Christie
	$8,294,352
	$8,163,565
	$130,786
	$383,518†
	$23,654,517
	$23,146,491
	$508,026
	$31,310,056
	February 10



	Carly Fiorina
	$11,932,371
	$10,683,201
	$1,249,170
	$0
	$14,565,281
	$13,924,385
	$640,896
	$24,607,586
	February 10



	Rick Santorum
	$1,365,073
	$1,361,497
	$3,576
	$556,860†
	$714,251
	$1,143,235
	$-428,984
	$2,504,732
	February 3



	Rand Paul
	$12,101,426
	$12,020,383
	$81,044
	$317,365†
	$10,856,091
	$8,907,098
	$1,948,994
	$20,927,481
	February 3



	Mike Huckabee
	$4,290,564
	$4,276,260
	$14,304
	$19,204
	$5,874,843
	$6,126,465
	$-251,622
	$10,402,725
	February 1



	George Pataki
	$544,183
	$524,850
	$5,301
	$0
	$1,547,674
	$1,547,674
	$0
	$2,072,524
	December 29



	Lindsey Graham
	$5,423,113
	$5,370,216
	$52,898
	$43,041
	$4,560,305
	$4,391,365
	$168,940
	$9,761,581
	December 21



	Bobby Jindal[image: External link]
	$1,442,464
	$1,442,464
	$0
	$0
	$4,517,207
	$4,517,938
	$-730
	$5,960,401
	November 17



	Scott Walker
	$7,893,839
	$7,877,050
	$16,789
	$898,676†
	$24,554,588
	$24,489,961
	$64,627
	$32,367,011
	September 21



	Rick Perry
	$1,427,133
	$1,767,404
	$1,818
	$0
	$15,231,068
	$15,356,117
	$-125,050
	$17,123,521
	September 11
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 Process




See also: United States presidential primary § Process[image: External link]; and Results of the Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016[image: External link]


The Republican National Committee imposed strict new rules for states wishing to hold early contests in 2016.[193] Under these rules, no state was permitted to hold a primary or caucus in January; only Iowa, New Hampshire, South Carolina and Nevada were entitled to February contests. States with primaries or caucuses in early March were to award their delegates proportionally. Any state that might have violated these rules was to have their delegation to the 2016 convention severely cut: states with more than 30 delegates would have been deprived of all but nine, plus RNC members from that state; states with fewer than 30 would have been reduced to six, plus RNC members.[193] In contrast to the 2012 cycle no states violated these rules.

The Republican Party presidential primaries and caucuses are indirect elections[image: External link] in which voters allocated or elect delegates to the 2016 Republican National Convention. These delegates can be bound or unbound to vote for a particular candidate. The election of the state delegation can happen directly or indirectly as the primary election table below shows.


	
Date: The date given in the first column is the date of the popular primary or caucus in a particular state or territory. This event may or may not allocate delegates. Two more dates are also important in the process: the date on which Congressional District delegates are (s)elected, and the date on which state delegates are (s)elected. Some events stretch for more than one day; in these cases the date stated in the table is the final day of the event.

	
State delegation: Each delegation is made up of up to three kinds of delegates: party members, delegates from the congressional districts and delegates from the state at-large. They can either be bound, meaning that they are legally bound to vote for a particular candidate in the first ballot at the National Convention, or they can be unbound, meaning that they are free to vote for any candidate at the National Convention. Bound delegates' voting obligations are not necessarily in line with their own personal views, and thus cannot always be used as an indicator as to how a certain delegate will vote should there be more than one ballot at the Convention. If a candidate suspends his campaign,[a] the delegates allocated and/or elected to him may become unbound or stay bound depending on state rules

	
RNC: Three Republican National Committee members from each state will go to the National Convention as delegates. Most of them will be bound to a candidate according to the result of the primary or caucuses. Only fifteen RNC members will be unbound, their states and territories are marked with a footnote.

	
AL: At Large delegates are elected as representatives of the whole state. Each state is allotted ten delegates and each territory six delegates. Each state can on top of this get bonus delegates based on whether it has a Republican governor, it has Republican majorities in one or all chambers of its state legislature, and whether it has Republican majorities in its delegation to the U.S. Congress, among other factors.[194] With the exception of Missouri all these delegates are allocated at the state level.

	
CD: Each Congregational District have been assigned three delegates. These are allocated either on the District or State level according to state rules.





	
Allocation: Delegates can either be allocated or unallocated at the starting primary or caucuses. They can be allocated to a candidate or as uncommitted. Those delegates that are not allocated at the starting event will later be elected either bound to a candidate or uncommitted also called unbound. The contests that allocate delegates on state and district levels use the following allocating systems:

	
Winner-take-all[image: External link]. The candidate receiving the most votes is allocated all the delegates. A few states allocated all their delegates based solely on the statewide vote, but most allocated the AL delegates based on the statewide vote and the CD delegates based on the district vote in each districts. This means a candidate can "win" a state without getting all the delegates in that state's delegation.

	
Proportional[image: External link]. All candidates receive delegates in accordance with the popular vote at the primary or caucuses.

	Winner-take-most. This is a hybrid of winner-take-all and proportional. The delegates are allocated proportionally but different rules ensure that only the leading candidates take part in the allocation. If a candidate gets more than a certain threshold of the votes he will be allocated all the delegates, otherwise it is allocated proportionally. High thresholds are in place in winner-take-most primaries or caucuses. Additional rules are also in place in some states.

	
Direct election[image: External link]. Instead of voting for a candidate at the primary or caucuses the voters elect the delegates directly. The delegates can state their presidential preference (and be elected on a particular candidate's "ticket") or they can be elected as uncommitted.





	
Election: Delegates are elected before, at the same time or after the starting event depending on the allocation method and the state rules.

	
Convention[image: External link]. This including Congressional District Conventions, Congressional District Caucuses at State Conventions, Summer Meetings, State and CD delegation selection meetings and State Conventions where delegates are elected. Conventions where National Delegates are not (s)elected have not been included in the tablet.

	
Direct election[image: External link]. The National Convention delegates are elected directly on the ballot. They will either be bound, as a delegation, to the result of the contest or they will individually state on the ballot what candidate they will be bound to or if they wish to be elected as unbound delegates depending.

	
Slate[image: External link]. A slate can be made up in three ways: all candidates submitting a slate before the primary or caucuses, the winning candidate submitting their slate after the primary or caucuses, or the State Committee or Convention making up the slates before the primary or caucuses. The allocated delegates are then selected from these slates.

	
Committee[image: External link]. Each state has its own rules and regulations. Ordinarily, the state GOP executive committee or its chairman selects the delegates.







According to Rule 40(b) of the RNC Rules of the Republican Party,[15] enacted prior to the 2012 convention and amended most recently in 2014, nominations at the National Convention may be made only of candidates who demonstrate the support of a majority of delegates of at least eight state delegations. Previously, this had been a lower threshold of a plurality in five states. However, per Rule 42, Rules 26–42 are "Standing Rules for this convention (2012) and the temporary rules for the next convention (2016)". While the current candidates operate under these temporary rules, it is unclear whether they will remain in place for the 2016 convention.[needs update[image: External link]][195][196][197][198] As of March 16, 2016, RNC Chairman Reince Priebus has not taken a position on the potential rule change, while others in the party advocate for it.[199][200]
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 Schedule






	Date
	State
	State delegation (only voting delegates)
	Allocation
	Election (CD)
	Election (AL)
	Thres-

hold



	RNC
	AL
	CD
	Total
	U
	B
	Contest
	AL
	CD
	Date
	Type
	Date
	Type



	Feb 1
	Iowa[image: External link]
	3
	15
	12
	30
	0
	30[k]
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional [l]
	Apr 9
	Convention
	May 21
	Convention
	N/A



	Feb 9
	New Hampshire[image: External link]
	3
	20
	0
	23
	3[m]
	18
	Primary (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Feb 9
	Slate
	10%



	Feb 20
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	3
	26
	21
	50
	0
	50
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all
	April
	Convention
	May 7
	Convention
	N/A



	Feb 23
	Nevada[image: External link]
	3
	27
	0
	30
	2[m]
	28
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	May 7
	Convention
	3.33%[n]



	Mar 1
	Alabama[image: External link]
	3
	26
	21
	50
	0
	50
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	Mar 1
	Slate
	Mar 1
	Slate
	20%



	Alaska[image: External link]
	3
	25
	0
	28
	0
	28
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Apr 28
	Convention
	13%



	Arkansas[image: External link]
	3
	25
	12
	40
	9[m]
	31
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	Apr 30
	Convention
	May 14
	Committee
	15%



	Colorado[image: External link]
	3[b]
	13
	21
	37
	7
	30
	Caucus (closed)
	(No allocation)
	(No allocation)
	Apr 8
	Convention[image: External link] [o]
	Apr 9
	Convention [o]
	N/A



	Georgia[image: External link]
	3
	31
	42
	76
	0
	76
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	Apr 16
	Convention
	June 3
	Convention
	20%



	Massachusetts[image: External link]
	3
	12
	27
	42
	0
	42
	Primary (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional [l]
	Apr 23
	Convention
	June 3
	Committee
	5%



	Minnesota[image: External link]
	3
	11
	24
	38
	17[m]
	21
	Caucus (open)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional
	May 7
	Convention
	May 21
	Convention
	10%



	North Dakota[image: External link]
	3[b]
	25
	0
	28
	28
	0
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	(No allocation)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Apr 3
	Convention
	N/A



	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	3
	25
	15
	43
	3
	40
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	Apr 16
	Convention
	May 14
	Convention
	15%



	Tennessee[image: External link]
	3
	28
	27
	58
	0
	58
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	Mar 1
	Direct Elec.
	Apr 2
	Direct Elec.[p]
	20%



	Texas[image: External link]
	3
	44
	108
	155
	0
	155
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	May 14
	Convention
	May 14
	Convention
	20%



	Vermont[image: External link]
	3
	13
	0
	16
	0
	16
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	May 21
	Convention
	20%



	Virginia[image: External link]
	3
	13
	33
	49
	0
	49
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional [l]
	May 21
	Convention
	Apr 30
	Convention
	N/A



	Wyoming[image: External link]
	3[b]
	14
	12
	29
	5[m]
	24
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	(No allocation)
	(No allocation)
	Mar 12
	Convention [o][q]
	Apr 16
	Convention [o]
	N/A



	Mar 5
	Kansas[image: External link]
	3
	25
	12
	40
	0
	40
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional
	Apr 23
	Convention
	May 21
	Committee
	10%



	Kentucky[image: External link]
	3
	25
	18
	46
	0
	46
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional [l]
	May 17
	Convention
	May 18
	Convention
	5%



	Louisiana[image: External link]
	3
	25
	18
	46
	5
	41
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional
	Mar 12
	Convention
	Mar 12
	Convention
	20%



	Maine[image: External link]
	3
	14
	6
	23
	0
	23
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most [l]
	Apr 22
	Convention
	Apr 22
	Convention
	10%



	Mar 6
	Puerto Rico[image: External link]
	3
	20
	0
	23
	0
	23
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 6
	Direct Elec.
	20%



	Mar 8
	Hawaii[image: External link]
	3
	10
	6
	19
	0
	19
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional
	Mar 8
	Slate
	Mar 8
	Slate
	N/A



	Idaho[image: External link]
	3
	29
	0
	32
	0
	32
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Jun 4
	Convention
	20%



	Michigan[image: External link]
	3
	14
	42
	59
	0
	59
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	N/A
	Apr 8
	Convention
	Apr 9
	Convention
	15%



	Mississippi[image: External link]
	3
	25
	12
	40
	0
	40
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Winner-take-most
	May 14
	Convention
	May 14
	Convention
	15%



	Mar 10
	U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link][r]
	3[b]
	6
	0
	9
	5
	4
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Direct Elec.[o]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 10
	Convention
	N/A



	Mar 12
	District of Columbia[image: External link]
	3
	16
	0
	19
	0
	19
	Convention (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 12
	Convention
	15%



	Guam[image: External link]
	3[b]
	6
	0
	9
	9
	0
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	(No allocation)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 12
	Convention
	N/A



	Mar 15
	Florida[image: External link]
	0
	18
	81
	99
	0
	99
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all[l]
	Jun 3
	Convention
	Jun 3
	Committee
	N/A



	Illinois[image: External link]
	3
	12
	54
	69
	0
	69
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	Direct Elec.[o]
	Mar 15
	Direct Elec.
	May 22
	Convention
	N/A



	Missouri[image: External link]
	3
	25[s]
	24
	52
	0
	52
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	Proportional
	Apr 30
	Convention
	Jun 2
	Convention
	N/A



	Northern Mariana Is.[image: External link]
	3
	6
	0
	9
	0
	9
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 15
	Direct Elect.
	N/A



	North Carolina[image: External link]
	3
	69
	0
	72
	0
	72
	Primary (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional [l]
	Apr 27
	Convention
	May 8
	Convention
	N/A



	Ohio[image: External link]
	3
	63
	0
	66
	0
	66
	Primary (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 15
	Slate
	N/A



	Mar 22
	American Samoa[image: External link]
	3[b]
	6
	0
	9
	9
	0
	Caucus (open)[image: External link]
	(No allocation)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 22
	Convention
	N/A



	Arizona[image: External link]
	3
	28
	27
	58
	0
	58
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all[l]
	Apr 30
	Convention
	Apr 30
	Convention
	N/A



	Utah[image: External link]
	3
	37
	0
	40
	0
	40
	Caucus (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Apr 23
	Convention
	15%[t]



	Apr 5
	Wisconsin[image: External link]
	3
	15
	24
	42
	0
	42
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all
	Apr 17
	Convention
	May 14
	Slate
	N/A



	Apr 19
	New York[image: External link]
	3
	11
	81
	95
	0
	95
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	Apr 19
	Slate
	May 26
	Committee
	20%[u]



	Apr 26
	Connecticut[image: External link]
	3
	10
	15
	28
	0
	28
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-all
	May 20
	Slate
	May 20
	Slate
	20%



	Delaware[image: External link]
	3
	13
	0
	16
	0
	16
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Apr 29
	Convention
	N/A



	Maryland[image: External link]
	3
	11
	24
	38
	0
	38
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all
	Apr 26
	Direct Elec.
	May 14
	Convention
	N/A



	Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	3
	14
	54
	71
	54
	17
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	(No allocation)
	Apr 26
	Direct Elec.
	May 21
	Committee
	N/A



	Rhode Island[image: External link]
	3
	10
	6
	19
	0
	19
	Primary (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional
	Apr 26
	Direct Elec.
	Apr 26
	Direct Elec.
	10%



	May 3
	Indiana
	3
	27
	27
	57
	0
	57
	Primary (open)
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all
	Apr 9
	Slate
	Apr 13
	Slate
	N/A



	May 10
	Nebraska[image: External link]
	3
	24
	9
	36
	0
	36
	Primary (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all[l]
	May 14
	Convention
	May 14
	Convention
	N/A



	West Virginia[image: External link]
	3
	22
	9
	34
	0
	34
	Primary (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Direct Elec.[o]
	Direct Elec.[o]
	May 10
	Direct Elec.
	May 10
	Direct Elec.
	N/A



	May 17
	Oregon[image: External link]
	3
	10
	15
	28
	0
	28
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional
	Jun 4
	Convention
	Jun 4
	Convention
	3.57%[v]



	May 24
	Washington[image: External link]
	3
	11
	30
	44
	0
	44
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Winner-take-most
	May 24
	Slate
	May 24
	Slate
	20%



	June 7
	California[image: External link]
	3
	10
	159
	172
	0
	172
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all
	Jun 7
	Slate
	Jun 7
	Slate
	N/A



	Montana[image: External link]
	3
	24
	0
	27
	0
	27
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	May 14
	Slate
	N/A



	New Jersey[image: External link]
	3
	48
	0
	51
	0
	51
	Primary (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Jun 5
	Slate
	N/A



	New Mexico[image: External link]
	3
	12
	9
	24
	0
	24
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional[l]
	May 21
	Convention
	May 21
	Convention
	15%



	South Dakota[image: External link]
	3
	26
	0
	29
	0
	29
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 19
	Convention
	N/A





	Sources: Official Republican Schedule and Nominating Process[image: External link], USA Today[image: External link] and The Green Papers[image: External link]
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 Footnotes






	
^ a b c d e f g In US elections, suspending a campaign is a legal technicality allowing candidates to keep raising funds and paying off their debts.[3]


	
^ a b c d e f g RNC members from Colorado, Guam, North Dakota, Samoa, Virgin Islands and Wyoming attended the National Convention as unbound


	
^ Uncommitted delegates have been allocated or elected in Colorado (4), Guam (6), Louisiana (5), North Dakota (25), Oklahoma (3), Pennsylvania (54), Samoa (6), Virgin Islands (2), Washington (3), West Virginia (3), and Wyoming (1)[13]


	
^ Some delegates are still bound to Bush (1), Carson (7), Fiorina (1), Huckabee (1), Paul (1) and Rubio (144)[6][13]


	
^ In bolded states and territories, the leading candidate won the support of an absolute majority of that state's delegation for the first ballot; according to Rule 40(b), 8 such states are needed to be eligible.[15] In states and territories that are not bolded, the leading candidate won the support of a simple plurality of delegates.


	
^ In bolded states and territories, the leading candidate won the support of an absolute majority of that state's delegation for the first ballot; according to Rule 40(b), 8 such states are needed to be eligible.[15] In states and territories that are not bolded, the leading candidate won the support of a simple plurality of delegates.


	
^ In bolded states and territories, the leading candidate won the support of an absolute majority of that state's delegation for the first ballot; according to Rule 40(b), 8 such states are needed to be eligible.[15] In states and territories that are not bolded, the leading candidate won the support of a simple plurality of delegates.


	
^ 3 uncommitted delegates were allocated from Louisiana, 5 from the Virgin Islands, 8 from Guam, 1 from Wyoming


	
^ Four Colorado delegates, while elected as unbound, have decided to vote for Cruz at the GOP's National Convention


	
^ The Wyoming GOP elected the remaining 14 of 26 delegates at its State Convention from April 14–16.


	
^ Iowa's delegates are bound for the first ballot to the candidates of their allocation even if the candidates have suspended their campaigns. This applies to fourteen delegates allocated to Bush, Carson, Fiorina, Huckabee, Paul and Rubio. If only one candidate is put forward for nomination at the National Convention Iowa's delegates are bound to vote for that candidate providing he received votes in caucuses


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j Delegates are allocated in each Congregational District based on the statewide result - Not based on the result in the District - but they are elected at the District Conventions.


	
^ a b c d e Delegates bound to a candidate who later suspends his campaign become unbound in some states. This applies to 3 delegates from New Hampshire elected on the Bush slate and 29 delegates allocated to Rubio from Minnesota (17), Arkansas (9), New Hampshire (2) and Wyoming (1).[6] Additionally, Ben Carson released in writing 2 delegates allocated to him from Nevada.[201]


	
^ 3.33% refers to one delegate out of 30, or  1⁄30.


	
^ a b c d e f g h Delegates indicate on the ballot what candidate they wish to be bound to or if they wish to be elected as unbound.


	
^ Tennessee: half of its at-large delegates will be elected by the State Executive Committee in accordance with the binding primary result


	
^ Wyoming has only one congressional district, so the 12 CD delegates are elected in the 23 counties that are paired together.


	
^ The six uncommitted candidates originally elected at the caucus were ruled ineligible and replaced.[202]


	
^ 16 delegates allocated in CD will be elected as at-large delegates at the state convention


	
^ With 69% of all votes Cruz triggered the 50% threshold giving him all the delegates


	
^ With more than half the votes in both the state contest and 23 out of 27 district contests Trump triggered the 50% threshold giving him all the delegates awarded in these contests


	
^ 3.57% refers to one delegate out of 28, or  1⁄28.
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The 2016 Republican National Convention, in which delegates[image: External link] of the United States Republican Party[image: External link] chose the party's nominees for President of the United States and Vice President of the United States in the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], was held July 18–21, 2016, at Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link] in Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio.[3] The event marked the third time Cleveland has hosted the Republican National Convention and the first since 1936.[4] In addition to determining the party's national ticket[image: External link], the convention ratified the party platform[image: External link].[5]

There were 2,472 delegates to the Republican National Convention, with a simple majority of 1,237 required to win the presidential nomination.[6][7] Most of those delegates were bound for the first ballot of the convention based on the results of the 2016 Republican presidential primaries.[8] The convention formally nominated Donald Trump for President and Indiana Governor[image: External link] Mike Pence for Vice President.[9] Trump and Pence would go on to be elected President and Vice President by the Electoral College following the general election in which Hillary Clinton and her running mate Tim Kaine received the largest number of votes.
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 Background




In 2016, both the Democratic and Republican conventions were held before the Rio de Janeiro Summer Olympics[image: External link] instead of after, as was the case in 2008 and 2012. One reason the Republican Party scheduled their convention in July was to help avoid a longer, drawn-out primary battle similar to what happened in 2012, which left the party fractured heading into the general election and eventually led to Mitt Romney losing the election to Barack Obama. The Democratic Party then followed suit, scheduling their convention in Philadelphia[image: External link] the week after the Republicans' convention, to provide a quicker response.[10] On May 3, Republican National Committee chairman Reince Priebus declared Donald Trump the presumptive nominee after Texas senator Ted Cruz dropped out of the race. The next day, Ohio Governor John Kasich suspended his campaign, effectively making Trump the presumptive Republican presidential nominee. Trump was the first presidential nominee of a major party since Wendell Willkie, the Republican candidate in 1940, who has held neither political office nor a high military rank prior to his nomination. He was also the first presidential nominee of a major party without political experience since General Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] first captured the Republican presidential nomination in 1952. This was the first Republican National Convention to be held entirely in July since 1980. Twitter and CBS News live streamed the convention via Twitter.[11]
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 Selection




On April 2, 2014, the Republican National Committee announced that Cincinnati, Cleveland[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link], Denver[image: External link], Kansas City[image: External link] and Las Vegas[image: External link] were the finalists for hosting the convention.[12] In late June 2014, Cleveland and Dallas were announced as the final two contenders to be the host city.[13] Cleveland was selected on July 8, 2014.[14]
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 Host Committee




The 2016 Cleveland Host Committee, an Ohio nonprofit corporation with no political affiliation, is the official and federally designated Presidential Convention Host Committee for the convention. It is responsible for "organizing, hosting and funding" the convention; it also aims "to promote Northeast Ohio and ensure Cleveland is best represented, and to lessen the burden of local governments in hosting the 2016 Republican National Convention".[15] The Host Committee is composed of prominent Ohio business executives, civic leaders, and other community leaders.[16][17] David Gilbert, CEO of Destination Cleveland and the Greater Cleveland Sports Commission, is the President and CEO of the host committee.[15] Organizers have found it hard to raise the money needed to put on the convention, which is normally supported by corporate donations. Corporations that donated hundreds of thousands of dollars to the 2012 convention but nothing in 2016 include JPMorgan Chase[image: External link], General Electric[image: External link], Ford Motor Company[image: External link], Motorola Solutions[image: External link] and Amgen[image: External link].[18] Reluctance to be associated with Trump, or concern that the convention might be disrupted by floor fights or violence, were sometimes cited as factors in the decision to withhold funds.[19][20] In July as the convention got under way, the Cleveland Host Committee said it had raised $58 million of its $64 million goal. They asked billionaire Sheldon Adelson[image: External link], who often contributes to Republicans, to make up the $6 million shortfall.[21]
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 Security arrangements and planning




The convention is designated as a National Special Security Event[image: External link], meaning that ultimate authority over law enforcement[image: External link] goes to the Secret Service[image: External link] and Department of Homeland Security[image: External link].[22] A highly publicized online petition[image: External link][23] by gun activists to allow the open carry of guns[image: External link] inside Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link] garnered 45,000 signatures; however, the Secret Service, which is in charge of convention security, announced that it would not allow guns in the arena (or the small "secure zone" immediately outside it[24]) during the event,[25] releasing a statement in late March 2016 saying: "Individuals determined to be carrying firearms will not be allowed past a predetermined outer perimeter checkpoint, regardless of whether they possess a ticket to the event."[26] The Secret Service has the authority to restrict guns, firearms or other weapons from entering any site where it is protecting an individual.[27]

The Cleveland Police Department[image: External link] received $50 million in federal grants to support local police operations during the event.[28] With this grant money, the City of Cleveland sought to purchase over 2,000 riot control[image: External link] personnel gear sets prior to the convention for $20 million, and the remaining $30 million is expected to go to personnel expenses.[29] Items such as water guns[image: External link], swords, tennis balls[image: External link] and coolers have been banned by the City of Cleveland from the 1.7-square-mile "event zone" outside the convention hall by the City of Cleveland, but because of a statewide open-carry law[image: External link] permitting the open carrying of guns, firearms are permitted.[24][30][31][32] The Cleveland chapter of the NAACP[image: External link] raised concerns in March 2016 in a letter to city and county leaders about security at the Convention, writing that police were unprepared for a "possible mix of protesters and demonstrators brandishing guns."[23][33] The Cleveland Police Union also raised concerns similar to those raised by the local NAACP in March, writing that equipment and training for police was behind schedule.[23] On July 16—the eve of the convention—the Cleveland Police Union asked Governor John Kasich to temporarily suspend Ohio's state open-carry gun law so as to block the carrying of guns within the event zone,[24] but Kasich rejected the request, writing: "Ohio governors do not have the power to arbitrarily suspend federal and state constitutional rights or state laws as suggested."[24]

Before the convention there were a number of online phishing[image: External link] expeditions that may have been hackers looking for weak spots in the convention's network.[34] The computer network of the Democratic National Committee had already been penetrated by hackers linked with the Russian government[image: External link], compromising, among other things, the database of opposition research on Trump.[35] On July 17, 2016, The New York Times reported that "Cleveland has assigned about 500 police officers specifically to handle the convention and it has brought in thousands more officers to help, from departments as distant as California and Texas."[36]

Considerable controversy arose from a sign reminiscent of the Jim Crow era pointing towards "White Elevators". Supposedly, the sign was to color code various routes to prevent people from getting lost. However, given Trump's rhetoric throughout his campaign, many interpreted as a sign promoting segregation.[37]
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 Protest planning




The Los Angeles Times wrote at the end of March 2016 that fears of a turbulent and volatile convention atmosphere were heightened because of a variety of factors: "a city scarred by controversial police shootings and simmering with racial tension; a candidate [Trump] who has threatened that his supporters will riot if he comes with the most delegates but leaves without the nomination; and a police force with a reputation for brutality."[38] Concerns specifically focused on the ability of the Cleveland Police Department[image: External link] to handle protests in the wake of the Tamir Rice[image: External link] and Michael Brelo[image: External link] cases, and a 2014 Department of Justice investigation that criticized the police department for having a pattern or practice of using "unreasonable and unnecessary force."[38] Left-wing activists have been preparing for the convention since it was announced in 2014.[38] In May 2016, the American Civil Liberties Union[image: External link] threatened to file a lawsuit on behalf of two activist groups, Citizens for Trump and a progressive group called Organize Ohio, asserting that protesters were being inhibited in their attempts to organize effectively by the city's delay in granting permits.[39] As of May 19, six groups had filed for permits, but none had been granted. Cleveland stalled on approving and making public the demonstration applications it received, while Philadelphia (hosting the 2016 Democratic National Convention[image: External link]) had already granted an application.[40] The ACLU sued the city in federal district court[image: External link] on June 14, 2016.[41] As of May 20, 2016, groups that have filed for protest permits have included the AIDS Healthcare Foundation[image: External link]; Global Zero[image: External link]; Organize Ohio, a group of progressive activists; the Citizens for Trump/Our Votes Matter March; Coalition to March on the RNC and Dump Trump; Stand Together Against Trump, an anti-Donald Trump group; People's Fightback Center/March Against Racism; and Created Equal, an anti-abortion group[image: External link]. A pro-Trump group, Trump March RNC, withdrew its application after Trump became the presumptive nominee.[42]
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 Attendance and officials skipping convention




As Trump rose to become the presumptive presidential nominee of the Republican Party, a number of prominent Republicans announced they would not attend the convention.[43][44] Of the living former Republican nominees for president, only 1996 nominee Bob Dole announced that he would attend the convention; Romney, John McCain, George W. Bush and George H. W. Bush all announced that they would skip the convention.[45] A number of Republican Governors, U.S. Representatives[image: External link] and U.S. Senators, particularly those facing difficult reelection campaigns, also indicated that they would not attend, seeking to distance themselves from Trump and spend more time with voters in their home states.[43] Most notably, Governor Kasich chose to avoid the convention, while Ohio Senator Rob Portman[image: External link] attended the convention but avoided taking a major role in its proceedings.[46] On July 8, 2016, Nebraska[image: External link] Senator Ben Sasse[image: External link] announced that he would not attend the convention.[47] Many Republican senators did not attend the convention at all:[48] Senator Steve Daines[image: External link] of Montana[image: External link], who would be " fly-fishing[image: External link] with his wife"; Senator Jeff Flake[image: External link] of Arizona[image: External link], who said he had "to mow his lawn"; and Senator Lisa Murkowski[image: External link] of Alaska[image: External link], who would be traveling in Alaska by bush plane[image: External link].[48]

A number of prominent businesses and trade groups, including Coca-Cola[image: External link], Microsoft[image: External link] and Hewlett-Packard[image: External link], scaled back participation in the convention, sharply reducing their contributions for convention events and sponsorship.[44][49] In June, six major companies that sponsored the 2012 Republican convention—Wells Fargo[image: External link], UPS[image: External link], Motorola[image: External link], JPMorgan Chase[image: External link], Ford[image: External link] and Walgreens Boots[image: External link]—announced they would not sponsor the 2016 Republican convention.[50] Apple Inc.[image: External link] followed suit, announcing that it, too, would be withdrawing funding from the convention over Trump's position on certain election issues.[51]
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 Seating assignments




Seating arrangements for state and territorial delegations were announced on July 16, two days before the convention began.[52][53] The Ohio and Texas delegations were assigned to the back of the convention hall, a move viewed as punishment for the delegations, as they did not back Trump in their respective primaries (Ohio and Texas voted for Kasich and Cruz, respectively).[54][55]
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 Convention committees and meetings before the Convention




There are four Convention committees, which met ahead of the Convention for specific purposes under the rules of the Republican Party.[56] Each committee is composed of one man and one woman from each state, the five U.S. territories, and the District of Columbia[image: External link], totaling 112 members. Those committee members are selected by the 56 delegations, which determine on their own how to choose their representatives on each committee.[57] Each of the committees met the week before the convention at the Huntington Convention Center in Cleveland.[58] The committees are as follows:
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 Committee on Rules and Order of Business (or Rules Committee)




For more details on this topic, see Stop Trump movement and Delegates Unbound[image: External link].

The Rules Committee, which sets the rules of the convention and the standing rules that govern the party until the next convention, met on July 14. The rules it passes must be adopted by the full convention to take effect. This committee is regarded as the most powerful. It consists of 112 members, including one male delegate and one female delegate from each state, territory and Washington, D.C. Members of this committee are elected at state conventions.[59][60] The Rules Committee was chaired by Enid Mickelsen[image: External link] of Utah[image: External link] and Ron Kaufman of Massachusetts[image: External link].[61]

In June 2016, activists Eric O'Keefe[image: External link] and Dane Waters formed a group called Delegates Unbound[image: External link], which CNN described as "an effort to convince delegates that they have the authority and the ability to vote for whomever they want."[62][63][57] Republican delegate Kendal Unruh led an effort among other Republican delegates to change the convention rules "to include a 'conscience clause' that would allow delegates bound to Trump to vote against him, even on the first ballot at the July convention."[64] Following a "marathon 15-hour meeting" on July 14, 2016, the Rules Committee voted down, by a vote of 84–21, a move to send a "minority report" to the floor allowing the unbinding of delegates, thereby guaranteeing Trump's nomination. The committee then made the opposite move, voting 87–12 to include rules language specifically stating that delegates were required to vote based on their states' primary and caucus results.[65] By a unanimous vote, the Rules Committee also voted to change Rule 40(b), a controversial rule that had provided that "a candidate had to win a majority of the vote in eight states to have his or her name placed into nomination at the convention."[66] The committee voted to return to the pre-2012 rule, which required a candidate to receive only a plurality of the vote in at least five states to have his or her name placed in nomination.[66]
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 Platform Committee




The Platform Committee met for two days of open hearings on July 11 and 12[58][67] to draft a party platform[image: External link], which had to be ratified by the full convention. (See Platform below).[68] The Platform Committee was chaired by Senator John Barrasso[image: External link] of Wyoming[image: External link] and co-chaired by Congresswoman Virginia Foxx[image: External link] of North Carolina[image: External link] and Governor[image: External link] Mary Fallin[image: External link] of Oklahoma[image: External link].[69][70]
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 Credentials Committee




The Credentials Committee handles disputes on the eligibility of convention delegates. The Committee on Contests reviews contested delegates; if the Contests Committee recommends that a delegate be de-certified, the Credentials Committee considers the recommendation.[71][72] The Rule Committee was chaired by Mike Duncan, former chairman of the Republican National Committee, and co-chaired by Arkansas Republican Party[image: External link] chairman Doyle Webb.[73]
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 Committee on Arrangements




The Committee on Arrangements handles the scheduling and logistics of the convention.[74] The committee was chaired by Steve King, former chairman of the Republican Party of Wisconsin.[75]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Platform
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 Platform Committee debate and provisions




Further information: Annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation[image: External link]


The platform committee adopted its platform on July 12.[76] The platform was described as "staunchly conservative" and reflective of the party's move towards the right.[77][78][79] The most contentious discussions at the platform committee dealt with social issues, particularly those dealing with LGBT people.[77][79] The platform adopted by the platform committee adopted a "strict, traditionalist view" on social issues, expressing deep criticism "of how the modern American family has evolved."[77] Many platform planks expressing "disapproval of homosexuality, same-sex marriage or transgender rights"—championed by Tony Perkins[image: External link], the president of the Family Research Council[image: External link]—passed.[77] The platform calls for overturning Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link], the Supreme Court decision on same-sex marriage, by a constitutional amendment[image: External link].[77] The platform also calls for the appointment of judges "who respect traditional family values."[77] The platform promotes state bathroom bills[image: External link] to restrict the public restrooms that transgender persons can use; and stated that "natural marriage" is between a man and a woman and is less likely to result in children who become drug addicts.[79][77] The platform also expressed support for allowing parents to seek "the proper medical treatment and therapy for their minor children," which was widely seen as alluding to the right of parents to have their gay minors undergo conversion therapy[image: External link].[77][79][80][81][82][83] The platform calls internet pornography[image: External link] "a public health crisis that is destroying the life of millions" and encourages states to fight it.[84] The platform also calls for the teaching of the Bible in public schools.[77]

Rachel Hoff, a District of Columbia delegate who is the first openly gay member of a Republican platform committee, offered several amendments to soften or offer language inclusive of the LGBT community, but each proposal failed.[85] Hoff's proposal for language "stating that marriage is a fundamentally important institution and that 'there are diverse and sincerely held views on marriage' within the party" failed in an unofficial vote of 30 to 82.[85] An amendment was also offered to recognize that gay people are targeted by ISIL[image: External link]; the delegates who introduced this amendment sought to signal inclusion of the gay community. The amendment was opposed by conservative delegates (such as Jim Bopp[image: External link] of Indiana, who termed such an amendment "identity politics") and was voted down.[77][79]

The party's platform language "was strengthened to condemn all types of abortion" without exceptions.[79] The platform committee adopted a provision, proposed by Kansas Secretary of State[image: External link] Kris Kobach[image: External link], expressing opposition to any restriction on magazine capacity in firearms[image: External link].[77][79] The platform called for "certain federally controlled public lands[image: External link]" to be immediately transferred to state ownership, where it could be privatized. The platform did not specify whether the lands would include national parks[image: External link], national forests[image: External link], or wilderness areas[image: External link].[86]

On foreign policy, the members of the platform committee were split between "libertarian-minded isolationists" and "national security hawks[image: External link]."[79] The latter camp won on almost every point, voting down measures that would have condemned ongoing U.S. involvement in Middle Eastern wars and approving language promoting increased military spending.[79] One plank reflected a more isolationist approach, eliminating references to giving weapons to Ukraine in its fight with Russia and rebel forces, after Trump staffers reportedly intervened with delegates.[87] The platform adopted by the platform committee opposes a two-state solution[image: External link] to the Israeli–Palestinian conflict.[79] While the 2012 Republican platform called for passage of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), the 2016 platform adopted by the convention committee omits mention of the agreement, reflecting the influence of presumptive nominee Donald Trump, who opposes the trade pact.[77] The platform also expressly calls for a wall to be built on the U.S.-Mexico border[image: External link], as Trump has called for (a strengthening of initially proposed language calling for a "physical barrier").[77]
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 Adoption of platform by convention




Giovanni Cicione of Rhode Island[image: External link], a platform committee member, led "a dissident group of Republican delegates" who opposed the anti-LGBT provisions of the sixty-page, committee-adopted platform and sought to replace it with a two-page "statement of principles" that avoided controversial issues such as same-sex marriage.[76][88] Cicione tried to force a debate and vote on the platform from the floor[image: External link] of the convention.[76][88] Cicione's effort was unsuccessful; on the first day of the convention, the delegates approved the platform by voice vote, with only a few scattered "nays" audible.[89]
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 The Convention
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 Floor fight over rules




After the Indiana primary on May 3, 2016, Donald Trump became the presumptive nominee as the lone remaining Republican candidate[image: External link] running for the Republican nomination. Under rules established by previous Republican conventions, most delegates were bound on the first ballot according to the results of the primaries.[90][91] A simple majority of 1,237 delegates was needed to win the nomination.[92][93] Entering the convention, Trump was seen as the presumptive nominee and had the support of a comfortable majority of the delegates.[94]



	Presidential nomination delegate count prior to convention



	Candidate
	Pledged delegates

on first ballot[95]

	Delegate

"soft count"[96]




	Donald Trump
	1,441
	1,537



	Ted Cruz
	551
	569



	Marco Rubio
	173
	166



	John Kasich
	161
	164



	Ben Carson
	9
	7



	Jeb Bush
	4
	4



	Other candidates
	3
	3



	Uncommitted delegates
	130[97]

	19



	Available delegates
	0
	3




On the afternoon of July 18, 2016, a group of delegates sought to force a roll-call vote on the proposed convention rules package adopted by the Rules Committee.[94][98] Some who demanded a roll call vote sought to change the party rules package to "unbind" delegates so that on the first ballot, delegates could "vote their conscience" and conceivably block Trump from being nominated on the first ballot; such a move would also "allow Trump opponents a platform to argue against" Trump.[94] Others demanding a roll call vote were seeking to reform party rules to decentralize power from the RNC and make changes for the 2020 primary process.[94][99]

That morning, a petition for a roll call vote was submitted with the signatures of a majority of delegates from ten states.[100] That afternoon, the Presiding Officer, Rep. Steve Womack[image: External link] of Arkansas, did not recognize delegates clamoring for recognition over the rules package for the convention. Womack first declared the previous question[image: External link] was ordered by unanimous consent[image: External link] despite loud cries of objection. The rules were then adopted by voice vote[image: External link], prompting loud cries of protest from delegates demanding recognition for a roll-call vote.[94][100] Finally, Womack declared that a Reconsideration of a motion[image: External link] was laid upon the table[image: External link] by unanimous consent, again to cries of objection. With loud cries throughout the convention hall, Womack abandoned the podium for several minutes, allowing RNC and Trump whips to work the floor and collect withdrawal signatures from the petition for a roll call vote.[101] Womack then reappeared and, again using unanimous consent, stated he would put the question of adopting the rules to the convention for a voice vote a second time. A second voice vote was taken. Womack then recognized the leader of the Utah delegation, who requested a roll call vote. Womack denied the motion, ruling that there were insufficient signatures to compel such a vote,[94] and announcing that while there had initially appeared to be nine state delegations that agreed to the roll-call vote, enough signatures had since been withdrawn to cause three states to fall below the threshold, thus missing the required seven states needed.[102] It was reported that Trump campaign aides and RNC staff worked on the floor to persuade delegates to withdraw their support and "challenged the validity of various signatures."[94][98] Delegates, including Senator Mike Lee[image: External link] of Utah, sought recognition and repeatedly called for a point of order[image: External link],[103] but were ignored by Womack, and reportedly had their microphones turned off.[104] Lee said he had "never seen anything like this" after Womack declined to recognize their objections and walked off the stage,[103] and Ken Cuccinelli[image: External link], the Virginia delegation chairman, said the RNC "cheated" and "violate[d] their own rules."[104] The process prompted the Colorado delegation to walk out in protest.[94]
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 Nominations and balloting




Further information: Results of the Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016[image: External link] and Republican Party vice presidential candidate selection, 2016


Jeff Sessions, U.S. Senator from Alabama[image: External link], formally nominated Trump for president,[105] with Chris Collins[image: External link], U.S. Representative[image: External link] from New York, and Henry McMaster[image: External link], Lieutenant Governor of South Carolina[image: External link], seconding the nomination.[106][107] Trump won the presidential nomination on July 19, 2016[108] on the first ballot with 69.8% of the delegates, the lowest percentage of delegates won by the Republican nominee since the 1976 Republican National Convention.[109] The vice presidential nomination was held immediately after the presidential nomination. Eric Holcomb[image: External link], the Lieutenant Governor of Indiana[image: External link], nominated Indiana Governor Mike Pence for vice president.[110] Trump had announced his choice of Pence as his preferred running mate the weekend before the start of the convention.[111] Pence won the vice presidential nomination by acclamation.[112]

All of the delegates from Iowa, Alaska, Utah and the District of Columbia were recorded and counted for Trump, despite the fact that Trump lost all three contests, and most of the members of those delegations had voted for other candidates. The Alaska delegation challenged the award of votes to Trump by the RNC Secretary and the Utah delegation booed when its delegates were awarded to Trump, but was reminded by the RNC Chairman that the rules for these two states required the votes to be awarded to whichever candidate was still in the race for the RNC Nomination for President, and that Cruz, Rubio, and the other candidates that had withdrawn from the race had forfeited these delegates based on the RNC nomination rules.[113][114][115][116][117]



	Republican presidential nomination ballot



	Candidates
	


Donald Trump

	


Ted Cruz

	


Marco Rubio

	


John Kasich

	


Ben Carson

	


Jeb Bush

	


Rand Paul

	




Abstain




	  Alabama[image: External link]
	36
	13
	1
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Alaska[image: External link][a]
	28

11
	·

12
	·

5
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–



	 American Samoa[image: External link]
	9
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Arizona[image: External link]
	58
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Arkansas[image: External link]
	25
	15
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  California[image: External link]
	172
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Colorado[image: External link]
	4
	31
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	2



	  Connecticut[image: External link]
	28
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Delaware[image: External link]
	16
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Washington, D.C.[113][117]
	19

–
	·

–
	·

10
	·

9
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–



	  Florida[image: External link]
	99
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Georgia[image: External link]
	42
	18
	16
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Guam[image: External link]
	9
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Hawaii[image: External link]
	11
	7
	1
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Idaho[image: External link]
	12
	20
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Illinois[image: External link]
	54
	9
	·
	6
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Indiana
	57
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Iowa
	30
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Kansas[image: External link]
	9
	24
	6
	1
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Kentucky
	17
	15
	7
	7
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Louisiana[image: External link]
	31
	15
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Maine[image: External link]
	9
	12
	·
	2
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Maryland[image: External link]
	38
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Massachusetts[image: External link]
	22
	4
	8
	8
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Michigan[image: External link]
	51
	6
	·
	2
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Minnesota[image: External link]
	8
	13
	17
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Mississippi[image: External link]
	25
	15
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Missouri[image: External link]
	41
	11
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Montana[image: External link]
	27
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Nebraska[image: External link]
	36
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Nevada[image: External link]
	14
	6
	7
	1
	2
	·
	·
	·



	 New Hampshire[image: External link]
	11
	3
	2
	4
	·
	3
	·
	·



	 New Jersey
	51
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 New Mexico[image: External link]
	24
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 New York
	89
	·
	·
	6
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 North Carolina[image: External link]
	29
	27
	6
	9
	1
	·
	·
	·



	  North Dakota[image: External link]
	21
	6
	·
	·
	1
	·
	·
	·



	 Northern Marianas[image: External link]
	9
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Ohio
	·
	·
	·
	66
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Oklahoma[image: External link]
	24
	19
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Oregon[image: External link]
	23
	5
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Pennsylvania
	70
	1
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Puerto Rico[image: External link]
	·
	·
	23
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Rhode Island[image: External link]
	12
	2
	·
	5
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 South Carolina[image: External link]
	50
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 South Dakota[image: External link]
	29
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Tennessee
	33
	16
	9
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Texas[image: External link]
	48
	104
	3
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Utah[image: External link][113][117]
	40

–
	·

40
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–



	  Vermont[image: External link]
	13
	·
	·
	1
	·
	·
	2
	·



	 Virgin Islands, U.S.[image: External link]
	8
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	1



	  Virginia[image: External link]
	17
	8
	16
	5
	3
	·
	·
	·



	  Washington[image: External link]
	44
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 West Virginia[image: External link]
	34
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Wisconsin
	6
	36
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Wyoming[image: External link]
	3
	23
	1
	2
	·
	·
	·
	·



	States and territories
	46
	7
	2
	1
	·
	·
	·
	·



	Total delegates
	1,725
	484
	123
	125
	7
	3[118]
	2
	3






	
^ The delegations of Alaska, District of Columbia and Utah reported votes for other candidates, which were nonetheless recorded by the convention secretary as bound votes for Trump according to RNC rules.[113][117]
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In April 2016, Trump vowed to bring "some showbiz[image: External link]" to the convention, criticizing the party's 2012 convention in Tampa, Florida[image: External link], as "the single most boring convention I’ve ever seen."[119] The convention's lineup of speakers lacked "many of the party's rising stars" and rather features some of Trump's "eclectic collection of friends, celebrities and relatives."[120] Politico reported that Trump was directly involved in details of convention plans, seeking "to maximize the drama and spectacle" of the four-night event.[121] A large number of prominent Republican elected officials said they were not interested in attending the convention or even speaking at it, seeking to distance themselves from Trump.[122] The Trump campaign considered the idea of having Trump speak all four nights at the convention – a break from the traditional practice of the presidential nominee taking the stage only on the final night of the convention.[121] Ultimately, Trump decided not to speak every night.[123] Trump also initially stated that he would announce his vice-presidential running mate at the convention itself, rather than before the convention,[124] with a campaign staffer saying that "announcing the vice-presidential nominee before the convention is like announcing the winner of Celebrity Apprentice[image: External link] before the final episode is on the air."[121] Trump's campaign eventually announced plans to announce a running mate the week before the convention[125] and named Mike Pence as his running mate on July 15, 2016.[126]

A number of figures that Trump said he would invite to speak, including boxing promoter Don King[image: External link], former Alaska governor[image: External link] Sarah Palin and New England Patriots[image: External link] quarterback Tom Brady[image: External link], were not included in the lineup.[120] Trump wanted King to speak at the convention and raised the issue several times, reportedly until Republican National Committee chairman Reince Priebus "firmly explained" to Trump that King should not be invited due to his past manslaughter[image: External link] conviction.[127] Former Chicago Bears[image: External link] coach Mike Ditka[image: External link], a Trump supporter, declined an invitation to speak.[128] An early roster of speakers obtained by the media listed former NFL[image: External link] quarterback Tim Tebow[image: External link] as a speaker, but Tebow later dismissed this as a rumor and did not appear at the convention.[129][130] Haskel Lookstein[image: External link], a prominent Orthodox[image: External link] rabbi, was initially set to appear at the convention to deliver the opening prayer (having accepted an invitation to do so from Ivanka Trump, a congregant), but after hundreds of American Modern Orthodox Jews[image: External link] urged him to withdraw from the convention, Lookstein pulled out.[131]

Trump sought to bar those who have not endorsed him from addressing the convention, making comments aimed at the former primary rivals who have declined to endorse him – Bush, Carly Fiorina, Lindsey Graham and George Pataki.[132] However, both Senator Marco Rubio of Florida and Senator Ted Cruz of Texas, who ran against Trump for the Republican nomination and lost, were eventually placed on the speakers' schedule, although "neither ... paid the expected price of that spotlight by offering an explicit endorsement."[133] Cruz met with Trump two weeks before the convention and accepted an invitation to speak.[133] Rubio was initially not offered a speaking slot and was expected to skip the convention,[134] but on July 17, 2016, it was confirmed that Rubio would address the convention via recorded video.[133] Neither Rubio nor Cruz were listed as "headliner" speakers.[133]

Governor Kasich did not enter the convention hall or speak at the convention, despite overtures from Trump allies Priebus and Newt Gingrich – who, along with Chris Christie, lost the running mate job to Pence – and top Trump campaign advisor Paul Manafort.[134] Kasich said: "If I'm going to show up at the convention and I'm not going to be saying all these great things about the host, then I think it's inappropriate. I don't think that's the right thing to do." Kasich attended events outside the convention hall in support of down-ballot Republican candidates.[134] As the convention began, the Trump campaign lashed out at Kasich for his failure to endorse, prompting an exchange that The New York Times called "remarkably bitter" and "the latest extraordinary turn in a campaign that has veered sharply away from political precedent."[135] Manafort called Kasich "petulant" and accused him of "embarrassing his party," prompting Kasich chief political aide John Weaver[image: External link] to mock Trump and criticize Manafort for his work on behalf of foreign "thugs and autocrats" abroad.[135]
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 Schedule




On July 17, 2016, the convention planners released the convention's official schedule of events and speakers, along with themes.[136] (An early, preliminary roster of speakers, "confirmed by two people with direct knowledge of the convention planning," had been obtained and published by the New York Times several days earlier.)[44] The schedule of speakers is as follows:


	
Monday, July 18–"Make America Safe Again"[136][137]

	
Invocation[image: External link]: Mark Burns[image: External link] of South Carolina, televangelist[image: External link], prosperity gospel[image: External link] preacher.[138][139] Burns' controversial prayer was described as "perhaps the most politically charged benediction ever heard at a national convention"; Burns stated that "our enemy is not other Republicans, but is Hillary Clinton and the Democratic Party."[140][141]


	
Willie Robertson[image: External link], star of the reality television show Duck Dynasty[image: External link][137]


	
Rick Perry, former Governor of Texas[image: External link], candidate for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination[137]


	
Marcus Luttrell[image: External link], former Navy SEAL[image: External link][136]


	
Scott Baio[image: External link], actor and television producer[137]


	Patricia Smith, mother of Benghazi[image: External link] victim Sean Smith[image: External link][137]


	Mark Geist, Benghazi veteran[137]


	John Tiegen, Benghazi veteran[137]


	Kent Terry and Kelly Terry-Willis, brother and sister of a killed Border Patrol[image: External link] agent[137]


	
Antonio Sabàto Jr.[image: External link], soap opera actor and ex-underwear model[129][137]


	Mary Ann Mendoza, Sabine Durden, and Jamiel Shaw – parents of sons killed by illegal immigrants.[137]


	U.S. Representative Michael McCaul[image: External link], Republican of Texas, chairman of House Homeland Security Committee[image: External link][137]


	
David A. Clarke Jr.[image: External link], sheriff of Milwaukee County, Wisconsin[image: External link],[137] known for anti–Black Lives Matter[image: External link] views[129]


	U.S. Representative Sean Duffy[image: External link], Republican of Wisconsin, former star of MTV's The Real World[image: External link][137]


	
Rachel Campos-Duffy[image: External link], spokeswoman for the Libre Initiative, a Koch brothers-funded[image: External link] Hispanic outreach group[137]


	
Darryl Glenn[image: External link], County Commissioner in El Paso County, Colorado[image: External link][137]


	U.S. Senator Tom Cotton, Republican of Arkansas[137]


	Karen Vaughn – mother of a Navy SEAL[image: External link] who was killed in Afghanistan[137]


	U.S. Senator Jeff Sessions, Republican of Alabama[137]


	
Rudy Giuliani, former mayor of New York City[image: External link][137]


	
Melania Trump, wife of Donald Trump – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Michael T. Flynn[image: External link], retired U.S. Army[image: External link] lieutenant general – listed as headliner[137][136]


	U.S. Senator Joni Ernst[image: External link], Republican of Iowa – listed as headliner[137][136]


	Jason Beardsley of Concerned Veterans for America – listed as headliner[137][136]


	U.S. Representative Ryan Zinke, Republican of Montana – listed as headliner[137][136]









	
Tuesday, July 19–"Make America Work Again"[136][137]

	Sharon Day, co-chairwoman of the Republican National Committee[137]


	
Dana White[image: External link], president of the Ultimate Fighting Championship[image: External link][137]


	
Asa Hutchinson[image: External link], Governor of Arkansas[image: External link][137]


	
Leslie Rutledge[image: External link], Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link][137]


	
Michael Mukasey[image: External link], former U.S. Attorney General[image: External link][137]


	Andy Wist, businessman[137] – described as the "mystery man" of the convention and one of its most obscure speakers; Wist is president of a waterproofing company in the Bronx[image: External link][142][143]


	U.S. Senator Ron Johnson[image: External link], Republican of Wisconsin[137]


	
Chris W. Cox[image: External link], executive director, National Rifle Association Institute for Legislative Action[image: External link][137]


	
Natalie Gulbis[image: External link], professional golfer[137]


	U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell[image: External link], Senate majority leader[image: External link], Republican of Kentucky[137]


	U.S. Representative Paul Ryan, speaker of the United States House of Representatives, Republican of Wisconsin[137] – Ryan's speech is in addition to his duties as official chair of the convention, a largely ceremonial role; he reportedly planned to tout his conservative House agenda and call for Republican unity in the speech.[119]


	U.S. Representative Kevin McCarthy[image: External link], House majority leader[image: External link], Republican of California[137]


	
Chris Christie, Governor of New Jersey[image: External link], candidate for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination.[144]


	
Tiffany Trump, Trump's daughter – listed as headliner[137][133]


	Kerry Woolard, general manager, Trump Winery[137]


	
Donald Trump Jr., Trump's son – listed as headliner[137][136]


	U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito[image: External link], Republican of West Virginia – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Ben Carson – retired neurosurgeon, candidate for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Kimberlin Brown[image: External link], actor – listed as headliner[137][136]









	
Wednesday, July 20–"Make America First Again"[136][137]

	
Rick Scott[image: External link], Governor of Florida[image: External link]


	
Laura Ingraham, talk radio host[137]


	
Phil Ruffin[image: External link], Las Vegas casino owner[129]


	
Pam Bondi[image: External link], Florida Attorney General[image: External link][137]


	
Eileen Collins[image: External link], retired astronaut[137]


	Michelle Van Etten[137] — Van Etten was billed as "a small business owner employing more than 100,000 people" in the convention's official schedule, but she is in fact an independent retailer through a multi-level marketing[image: External link] firm who does not employ anyone[145]


	
Ralph Alvarado Jr.[image: External link], Kentucky state senator[image: External link][137]


	Darrell Scott, pastor,[137] New Spirit Revival Center, Cleveland[146]


	
Harold Hamm[image: External link], CEO of oil producer Continental Resources[image: External link][137]


	
Scott Walker, Governor of Wisconsin[image: External link], unsuccessful candidate for 2016 Republican presidential nomination[137]


	
Marco Rubio, U.S. Senator from Florida, candidate for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination (video)[137][133]


	
Ted Cruz, U.S. Senator from Texas, candidate for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination[137][133]


	Lynne Patton, Eric Trump Foundation – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Eric Trump, Trump's son – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Newt Gingrich, former speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link], and his wife, Callista[image: External link] – listed as "headliners"[137][136]


	
Mike Pence, Governor of Indiana[image: External link] and Republican vice-presidential nominee – listed as headliner[137][136]









	
Thursday, July 21–"Make America One Again"[136][137]

	
Jerry Falwell Jr., president of Liberty University[137][129]


	
Joe Arpaio[image: External link], sheriff of Maricopa County, Arizona[image: External link]


	Pastor Mark Burns[image: External link] of South Carolina, labeled by Time Magazine as Trump's Top Pastor,[147] led the Republican national convention in a "ALL LIVES MATTER" chant[148]


	
Fran Tarkenton[image: External link], former NFL[image: External link] quarterback

	Brock Mealer, motivational speaker[137]


	U.S. Representative Marsha Blackburn[image: External link], Republican of Tennessee[137]


	
Mary Fallin[image: External link], Governor of Oklahoma[image: External link][137][136]


	Lisa Shin, National Diversity Coalition for Trump[137]


	
Reince Priebus, chairman of the Republican National Committee[image: External link][137][136]


	
Peter Thiel[image: External link], Silicon Valley investor, venture capitalist[image: External link], and co-founder of PayPal[image: External link];[137][149] the first openly gay speaker at a Republican national convention since Jim Kolbe[image: External link] in 2000[150] – listed as headliner[136]


	
Thomas J. Barrack Jr.[image: External link], chief executive of Colony Capital[image: External link] – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Ivanka Trump, Trump's daughter – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Donald Trump, Republican presidential nominee – listed as headliner[137][136]








Of the 19 speakers billed as "headliners," six are members of the Trump family: Trump himself, his wife Melania and four of his children, Ivanka, Don Jr., Eric and Tiffany.[133]
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 Notable speeches




These speeches received a significant amount of media attention.
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 Melania Trump's speech and plagiarism controversy






	External video



	
"Melania Trump Remarks at Republican National Convention"[image: External link], July 18, 2016, C-SPAN[152]







	External image



	
"Comparing Melania Trump's Speech in 2016 with Michelle Obama's in 2008"[image: External link], The Washington Post, July 19, 2016. Some portions of the two speeches were "very similar" and other parts were "nearly identical".[153]





Melania Trump's speech[154] "almost immediately came under scrutiny when striking similarities were discovered between her speech" and Michelle Obama[image: External link]'s speech at the 2008 Democratic National Convention[image: External link].[155] The Trump campaign at first denied allegations of plagiarism[image: External link].[156][157] Campaign manager Paul Manafort argued that the speech contained "not that many similarities" and the words used are not unique words "that belong to the Obamas."[158]

Following Mrs. Trump's speech, various media outlets reported similarities as alleged plagiarism.[159][160] Chris Harrick, the vice president of Turnitin[image: External link], discovered that Trump used about 6% of Michelle Obama's words and found two types of plagiarism, "clone" and "find and replace".[161][162] Various media outlets suggested that members of Donald Trump's presidential campaign should respond to the accusations, which they did a few hours after the speech in the form of the following statement by the campaign's senior communications advisor, Jason Miller[image: External link]: "In writing [the] speech, Melania's team of writers took notes on her life's inspirations, and in some instances included fragments that reflected her own thinking."

Reince Priebus, chairman of the Republican National Committee, described the speech as "inspirational" but said if plagiarism were found, he thought "it certainly seems reasonable" to fire the person who wrote the speech.[163] Paul Manafort, Donald Trump's campaign chairman, called it a "great speech" and said "obviously Michelle Obama feels very similar sentiments toward her family". He later said "to think that she would be cribbing Michelle Obama’s words is crazy", adding "This is once again an example of when a woman threatens Hillary Clinton, she seeks out to demean her and take her down. It's not going to work against Melania Trump."[164] Sean Spicer, director of communications for the Republican National Committee, defended the speech by saying that similar statements have existed before her speech such as quotes by John Legend[image: External link], Kid Rock[image: External link], and Twilight Sparkle[image: External link] from My Little Pony: Friendship Is Magic[image: External link].[165]

David Lauter from the Los Angeles Times stated that while these allegations are unlikely to cost Trump votes, the distraction is unhelpful, referring to it as a "lost opportunity" for the campaign.[166]

On July 20, 2016, the Trump campaign issued a statement by Meredith McIver[image: External link] which included the following:


In working with Melania on her recent first lady speech, we discussed many people who inspired her and messages she wanted to share with the American people. A person she has always liked is Michelle Obama. Over the phone, she read me some passages from Mrs. Obama’s speech as examples. I wrote them down and later included some of the phrasing in the draft that ultimately became the final speech.[167][168]



On July 20, two days after Melania's speech, McIver wrote that Donald Trump declined her offer to resign.[169]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Chris Christie's speech




In the second night of the convention, Governor Chris Christie gave a speech in a style of a mock trial[image: External link]. After a series of accusations against Hillary Clinton to which his audience responded "guilty", the crowd chanted "lock her up". The crowd's reaction has received widespread coverage following the speech.[170][171][144] The "lock her up" chant was later uttered by supporters of Bernie Sanders before the 2016 Democratic National Convention.[172] Clinton responded to the chant in an interview on 60 Minutes by saying that it saddened her.[173]
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 Ted Cruz's speech




In the third night of the convention, Senator Ted Cruz of Texas gave a speech in which he did not endorse Trump for president, and instead urged listeners to "vote your conscience, vote for candidates up and down the ticket who you trust to defend our freedom and to be faithful to the Constitution."[175] Pro-Trump delegates were enraged at Cruz's speech, shouting him down and booing him off the stage,[176] in what was described by the New York Times as "the most electric moment of the convention."[175] Convention security personnel and Cruz advisor Ken Cuccinelli[image: External link] escorted Cruz's wife Heidi[image: External link] out of the hall, fearing for her safety.[175][176] Newt Gingrich spoke after Cruz and said: "I had the text of what Ted Cruz was gonna say, and I thought it was funny," Gingrich said. "I mean, Ted gets up and he says, 'Look, vote your conscience for someone who will support the Constitution.' Well, in this particular election year, that by definition cannot be for Hillary Clinton."[177] The following morning, Cruz attended a contentious meeting with delegates representing Texas that resulted in what CNN labeled "a remarkable 25-minute back-and-forth with his own constituents, defying appeals from his own Texas delegation to put the party above his inhibitions and back Trump."[178][179]

Cruz's speech sparked a backlash[180][181][182][183] and elicited negative reactions from prominent Republicans supporting Trump.[184] New Jersey governor and former presidential candidate Chris Christie called the speech "awful" and "selfish."[184] New York Congressman Peter T. King[image: External link] called Cruz a "fraud" and a "self-centered liar."[184] Senator Dan Coats of Indiana responded that Cruz was a "self-centered, narcissistic, pathological liar."[185] Representative Marsha Blackburn[image: External link] of Tennessee, when asked about Cruz's speech, responded that she "would tell [Cruz] the same thing I would tell my kids, ‘get over yourself.’"[186][187] Susan Hutchison[image: External link], chair of the Washington State Republican Party, confronted Cruz after his speech and labeled Cruz a "traitor to the party."[188] In addition, Cruz was denied entry to influential Republican donor Sheldon Adelson[image: External link]'s suite at the convention.[189] Conservative radio host Rush Limbaugh speculated that Cruz was trying to mimic Ronald Reagan's speech at the 1976 Republican National Convention, in that "he wanted to deliver a speech that was Reaganesque in that the delegates would walk out of there thinking that they should have nominated him. He didn't get there." Instead, Limbaugh compared his speech to Ted Kennedy[image: External link]'s at the 1980 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], in which he failed to endorse President Jimmy Carter[image: External link], the nominee, by putting his own interests ahead of the interests of the party.[190] According to CNN, in the wake of Cruz’s non-endorsement of Trump at the RNC, his critics believe that an intraparty challenge could be possible. GOP donors and Texas politicians have asked Rep. Mike McCaul[image: External link] to run against him in the next cycle’s Texas primary in 2018. McCaul, a congressman for six terms and chair of the House Homeland Security Committee, has not yet made a decision but likewise has not yet ruled out a possible Senate run.[191] Later, on September 23, 2016, Cruz publicly endorsed Trump for president.[192]
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 Peter Thiel's speech




Peter Thiel[image: External link], a billionaire PayPal[image: External link] co-founder and Silicon Valley[image: External link] investor, delivered a manifesto for tackling the greater issues of the day, focusing on technology, the economy and small government.[194] Thiel also affirmed his pride to be "gay, a Republican and most of all an American", a stance that earned him a standing ovation, chanting "USA!".[195] It was the first time in the history of Republican National Conventions that a speaker identified himself as gay in his speech, although there have been previous speeches by gay men.[196]
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 Donald Trump's speech




Trump, having been formally nominated as the Republican presidential nominee on the second night of the convention, spoke on the fourth and final night of the convention. Trump's speech was leaked hours in advance by Correct the Record[image: External link], a liberal-leaning Super PAC[image: External link], though Trump had already given copies of his speech to the network press pool.[197] Trump's daughter, Ivanka Trump, introduced Trump in a speech immediately before his own speech.[198] "Here Comes the Sun[image: External link]" was used as the entrance music for Ivanka Trump. The George Harrison[image: External link] estate complained about the use of this song, which his family said was "offensive and against the wishes of the George Harrison estate."[199]

Trump spoke for 75 minutes, making his speech the longest since at least the 1972 Republican National Convention and one of the longest acceptance speeches ever in major-party convention history.[200] In his speech, Trump stated that America faces a "crisis" due to "attacks on our police" and "terrorism in our cities," and emphasized an important theme in his campaign: law and order[image: External link].[200] In evaluating the speech, Glenn Thrush of Politico noted the influence of Richard Nixon, Spiro Agnew, Ronald Reagan, and Rudy Giuliani, all of whom sounded similar themes earlier in American history in attempts to win over the "Silent Majority[image: External link]".[201] Trump also promised to limit American participation in global crises and trade deals.[200] When Trump turned to the subject of illegal immigration, many in the audience began shouting "Build the wall, build the wall,” referring to a signature promise of Trump's campaign to build a wall on the Mexico–United States border.[200] Trump also repeatedly attacked President Barack Obama and the Democratic presumptive nominee, Hillary Clinton, arguing that the country and world had become less safe during their time in office.[200] However, Trump attempted to reach out to supporters of defeated Democratic candidate Bernie Sanders, as well as down-and-out urbanites.[202] In his speech, Trump also became the first Republican nominee to mention the LGBT community in a GOP nomination address, saying, "As your president, I will do everything in my power to protect our LGBTQ citizens from the violence and oppression of a hateful foreign ideology."[203]
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 Reception




Philip Rucker and David Fahrenthold[image: External link] of the Washington Post found Trump's speech to be "relentlessly gloomy," and observed that Trump painted himself as an agent of change, while he cast Clinton as a defender of the status quo.[204] Trump's speech was variously dubbed the "Mourning in America" speech[205] and the "Evening in America" speech[206] in reference to Ronald Reagan's more optimistic "Morning in America[image: External link]" campaign ad. Niall Stanage of The Hill argued that Trump's speech brought stability to a turbulent convention and showed Trump at his "most comfortable and energized."[207] A Politico poll found largely positive reactions among "GOP political insiders" while Democrats argued that Trump's "dark" speech would prove damaging.[208] The New York Post released a cover story the next day by Michael Goodwin praising Trump's speech, declaring it "the speech of his life," and also saying that the speech "could signal the start of an American revival."[209] Ratings figures released by the major networks showed that approximately 32 million viewers watched Trump's speech, slightly ahead of the number that watched Mitt Romney's 2012 speech.[210]

Some LGBT advocates critiqued Trump's reference to LGBT people, on the ground that it stood in contrast to positions he had taken on LGBT issues during the campaign; activists such as Chad Griffin[image: External link] of the Human Rights Campaign[image: External link] and Rick Zbur of Equality California[image: External link] suggested that the statement was an attempt to turn LGBT people against Muslims and pit minority groups against each other.[211][212]
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 Polling




A Gallup survey found that 35% of Americans saw Trump's speech positively (either "excellent" or "good"), while 36% saw it negatively.[213][214] According to Gallup, the speech had "the least positive reviews of any speech we have tested after the fact."[213] 36% of Americans said the convention made them more likely to vote for Trump, while 51% said it made them less likely to vote for him. This is the highest "less likely to vote" percentage for a candidate in the 15 times Gallup has asked this question after a convention.[213] It is also the first time in Gallup's convention polling that a Democratic or Republican convention has made more say that they are less likely to vote for the party's nominee.[215]

According to a CNN/ORC poll, the public rendered a split decision on whether the convention made them more or less likely to back Trump, with 42% saying more likely while 44% saying less so.[216] 40% called the speech "excellent or good," and about half of voters (45%) said Trump's speech reflected the way they feel about things in the U.S. today.[216] However, some negative numbers included the fact that 18% called Trump's speech "terrible," which was the highest number recorded in that category by CNN since it first started to ask the question in 1996.[216]

According to FiveThirtyEight, poll averages suggested a post-convention bounce of 3 to 4 percentage points for Trump.[217]
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 Demonstrations




The number of demonstrators was significantly lower than expected, and according to Cleveland records, three of five officially permitted protests planned for the first three days of the convention did not occur. Lower-than-expected was attributed to a variety of factors, including "fear of violence from the police and fear of violence from the Trump supporters"; Cleveland's relatively small size compared to cities such as Chicago or New York; and a heavy police presence.[218]

On July 18, the convention's first day, dueling anti-Trump and pro-Trump demonstrations took place at various places in Cleveland, attracting several hundred demonstrators each. The demonstrations were peaceful,[219] with just two reported arrests.[220]

On July 19, the convention's second day, peaceful protests continued. Demonstrators included those from groups such as the antiwar organization Code Pink[image: External link] and from the West Ohio Minutemen, a militia group[image: External link].[221] Three people were arrested for criminal mischief[image: External link] for climbing flag poles and hanging a banner at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame[image: External link], bringing the total number of convention-related arrests to five.[220][221] A brief scuffle between supporters of pro-Trump conspiracy theorist[image: External link] Alex Jones and anti-Trump protesters was quickly broken up by police.[221][222] On July 21, the final day of the convention, Jones and Roger Stone interrupted a broadcast of Cenk Uygur[image: External link]'s The Young Turks[image: External link], leading to a confrontation between Jones, Stone, and Uygur.[223]

On July 20, the convention's third day, seventeen people were arrested, and two officers sustained minor injuries. The International Business Journal reported: "News reports and videos circulated on social media about the increasingly tense nature of protests that have included activists from Black Lives Matter[image: External link], the Ku Klux Klan and the Westboro Baptist Church[image: External link], in addition to ardent supporters for Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton."[224]

On July 21, the final day of the convention, Donald Trump's acceptance speech was briefly interrupted by Code Pink activist Medea Benjamin[image: External link].[225]

The demonstrations were generally peaceful. Some demonstrators expressed disappointment at the low turnout.[226][227] In contrast, the 2016 Democratic National Convention[image: External link] saw a larger turnout and more arrests than the Republican Convention.[228]
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 Night 1
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 Total viewers






	Network
	Viewers



	Fox News
	6,348,000



	CNN
	3,943,000



	NBC
	3,913,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	3,643,000



	CBS
	2,963,000



	MSNBC
	1,995,000
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	Network
	Viewers



	NBC
	1,637,000



	Fox News
	1,600,000



	CNN
	1,373,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	1,254,000



	CBS
	785,000



	MSNBC
	503,000
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 Night 2
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	Network
	Viewers



	Fox News
	5,262,000



	NBC
	4,682,000



	CNN
	3,064,000



	CBS
	2,537,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	2,329,000



	MSNBC
	1,533,000
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	Network
	Viewers



	NBC
	1,563,000



	Fox News
	1,165,000



	CNN
	944,000



	CBS
	792,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	749,000



	MSNBC
	467,000
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 Night 3
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 Total viewers






	Network
	Viewers



	Fox News
	7,337,000



	NBC
	5,071,000



	CNN
	3,504,000



	CBS
	2,590,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	2,326,000



	MSNBC
	1,980,000
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	Network
	Viewers



	NBC
	1,774,000



	Fox News
	1,724,000



	CNN
	1,061,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	804,000



	CBS
	733,000



	MSNBC
	555,000
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 Night 4
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 Total viewers






	Network
	Viewers



	Fox News
	9,353,000



	CNN
	5,476,000



	NBC
	4,587,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	3,861,000



	CBS
	3,809,000



	MSNBC
	2,953,000
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	Network
	Viewers



	Fox News
	2,483,000



	CNN
	1,901,000



	NBC
	1,766,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	1,431,000



	CBS
	1,208,000



	MSNBC
	927,000
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 See also





	2016 Constitution Party National Convention[image: External link]

	2016 Democratic National Convention[image: External link]

	2016 Libertarian National Convention

	2016 Green National Convention

	Republican National Convention

	Republican Party presidential candidates, 2016

	Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016

	Democratic Party presidential candidates, 2016[image: External link]

	Democratic Party presidential primaries, 2016[image: External link]

	United States presidential nominating convention[image: External link]
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List of Donald Trump presidential campaign endorsements, 2016






This is a list of notable individuals and organizations who have voiced their endorsement for the office of the president, including those who subsequently retracted or withheld their endorsement, of Donald Trump as the Republican Party's presidential nominee for the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link].

Endorsements

Former U.S. federal government

Vice Presidents


	
Dick Cheney, 46th Vice President of the United States (2001–09) and 17th United States Secretary of Defense[image: External link] (1989–93)[1]


	
Dan Quayle, 44th Vice President of the United States (1989–93)[2]




Federal Cabinet-level officials


	
John Ashcroft[image: External link], 79th United States Attorney General[image: External link] (2001–05)[3]


	
John Rusling Block[image: External link], 21st United States Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link] (1981–86)[4]


	
John R. Bolton[image: External link], 25th United States Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link] (2005–06)[5]


	
Elaine Chao, 24th United States Secretary of Labor[image: External link] (2001–09)[3]


	
Edwin Meese[image: External link], 75th United States Attorney General (1985–88)[6]


	
Jim Nicholson[image: External link], 5th United States Secretary of Veterans Affairs[image: External link] (2005–07)[7]


	
Anthony Principi[image: External link], 4th United States Secretary of Veterans Affairs (2001–05)[3]


	
Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link], 13th and 21st United States Secretary of Defense[image: External link] (1975–77, 2001–06)[8]


	
John W. Snow[image: External link], 73rd United States Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link] (2003–06)[3]


	
David Stockman[image: External link], 25th Director of the Office of Management and Budget (1981-85)[9]


	
Tommy Thompson[image: External link], 19th United States Secretary of Health and Human Services[image: External link] (2001–05)[10]


	
James G. Watt[image: External link], 43rd United States Secretary of the Interior[image: External link] (1981–83)[11]




Federal departmental officials

U.S. Department of Agriculture[image: External link]


	
Charles F. Conner[image: External link], former United States Deputy Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link] (2005–09)[4]




U.S. Department of Defense[image: External link]


	
William G. Boykin[image: External link], ret. 3-star General, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence[image: External link] (2002–07)[12]


	
Chapman B. Cox[image: External link], Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Manpower and Reserve Affairs)[image: External link] (1983–84)[11]


	
Michael T. Flynn[image: External link],[a] ret. 3-star General, Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency[image: External link] (2012–14) ( Democratic[image: External link])[13]


	
Jeffrey D. Gordon[image: External link],[a] Pentagon spokesman (2005–09)[14]


	
J. William Middendorf[image: External link], United States Secretary of the Navy[image: External link] (1974–77)[11]


	
Joseph E. Schmitz[image: External link],[a] Inspector General[image: External link] (2002–05)[15]


	
Herbert R. Temple, Jr.[image: External link], Chief of the National Guard Bureau[image: External link] (1986–90)[11]


	
William Winkenwerder Jr.[image: External link], former United States Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs (2001–07)[16]




U.S. Department of Energy[image: External link]


	
William Flynn Martin[image: External link], United States Deputy Secretary of Energy[image: External link] (1986–88)[11]




U.S. Department of Health and Human Services[image: External link]


	
Don M. Newman[image: External link], United States Deputy Secretary of Health and Human Services[image: External link] (1985–89)[11]




U.S. Department of State[image: External link]


	
Robert B. Charles[image: External link], Assistant Secretary of State for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs[image: External link] (2003–05)[11]


	
Liz Cheney[image: External link], former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs and head of the Middle East Partnership Initiative[image: External link][17]


	
Richard Grenell[image: External link], Director of Communications and Public Diplomacy for the United States Permanent Representative to the United Nations[image: External link] (2001–08)[18]




U.S. Department of Interior[image: External link]


	
Ross Swimmer[image: External link], former Special Trustee for American Indians (2003–09)[19]




U.S. Department of Justice[image: External link]


	
Peter Ferrara[image: External link], former Associate Deputy Attorney General (1991–93).[20]




Independent agencies and commissions


	
Gary Berntsen[image: External link],[a] officer of the Directorate of Operations[image: External link] (1982–2005)[14]


	
Vernon L. Grose[image: External link], former member of the National Transportation Safety Board[image: External link][11]


	
Dorcas Hardy[image: External link], Commissioner of the Social Security Administration[image: External link] (1986–89)[11]


	
Kay Coles James[image: External link], former Director of United States Office of Personnel Management[image: External link] (2001–05)[21]


	
Edmund C. Moy[image: External link], Director of the United States Mint[image: External link] (2006–11)[16]


	
Daniel Oliver[image: External link], Chairman of the Federal Trade Commission[image: External link] (1986–90)[11]


	
Linda M. Springer[image: External link], Director of the United States Office of Personnel Management[image: External link] (2005–08)[22]


	
R. James Woolsey Jr.[image: External link], Director of Central Intelligence[image: External link] (1993–95) ( Democratic[image: External link])[23]




U.S. Ambassadors


	
Charles L. Glazer[image: External link], El Salvador[image: External link] (2007–09)[24]


	
G. Philip Hughes[image: External link], Barbados[image: External link], Dominica[image: External link], St Lucia[image: External link], Antigua[image: External link], St. Vincent[image: External link], and St. Christopher-Nevis-Anguilla[image: External link] (1990–93)[11]


	
Douglas Kmiec[image: External link], Malta[image: External link] (2009–11)[25]


	
John D. Ong[image: External link], Norway[image: External link] (2002–05)[11]


	
Francis Rooney[image: External link], Holy See[image: External link] (2005–08)[26]


	
Faith Whittlesey[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link] (1981–83, 1985–88)[7]




White House staff


	
Pat Buchanan,[a] White House Communications Director (1985–87)[27]


	
T. Kenneth Cribb Jr.[image: External link], Director of the Domestic Policy Council[image: External link] (1987)[11]


	
Michael Johns[image: External link],[a] co-founder and national leader of the U.S. Tea Party movement and former White House speechwriter[28][29]


	
Jeff Lord[image: External link],[a] White House associate political director (1987–88)[30]


	
Ed Rollins[image: External link],[a] Deputy Assistant to the President for Political Affairs (1980–81), Assistant to the President for Political Affairs and Director of the Office of Political Affairs (1981–83)[31][32]


	
John H. Sununu[image: External link], 14th White House Chief of Staff (1989–91)[33]




U.S. Congress

U.S. Senators

Current



	
John Barrasso[image: External link], WY-Class1[34]


	
Roy Blunt[image: External link], MO-Class3[35]


	
John Boozman[image: External link], AR-Class3[36]


	
Richard Burr[image: External link], NC-Class3[37]


	
Bill Cassidy[image: External link], LA-Class2[38]


	
Dan Coats, IN-Class3[39]


	
Thad Cochran[image: External link], MS-Class2[40]


	
Bob Corker[image: External link], TN-Class1[41]


	
John Cornyn[image: External link], Maj. Whip, TX-Class2[42]


	
Tom Cotton, AR-Class2[43]


	
Ted Cruz, TX-Class1[44]


	
Mike Enzi[image: External link], WY-Class2[45]


	
Joni Ernst[image: External link], IA-Class2[46]


	
Chuck Grassley[image: External link], IA-Class3[47]


	
Orrin Hatch, Pres. pro tempore, UT-Class1[48]


	
John Hoeven[image: External link], ND-Class3[49]


	
Jim Inhofe[image: External link], OK-Class2[50]


	
Johnny Isakson[image: External link], GA-Class3[51]


	
Ron Johnson[image: External link], WI-Class3[52]


	
Mitch McConnell[image: External link], Maj. Leader, KY-Class2[53]


	
Jerry Moran[image: External link], KS-Class3[54]


	
Rand Paul, KY-Class3[55]


	
David Perdue[image: External link], GA-Class2[56]


	
Pat Roberts[image: External link], KS-Class2[57]


	
Marco Rubio, FL-Class3[58]


	
Jeff Sessions,[a] AL-Class2[59]


	
Tim Scott[image: External link], SC-Class3[60]


	
Thom Tillis[image: External link], NC-Class2[61]


	
David Vitter[image: External link], LA-Class3[62]


	
Roger Wicker[image: External link], MS-Class1[63]






Former



	
Scott Brown[image: External link],[a] MA (2010–13)[64]


	
Jeffrey Chiesa[image: External link],[a] NJ (2013)[65]


	
Tom Coburn, OK (2005–15)[66]


	
Alfonse D'Amato[image: External link], NY (1981–99)[67]


	
Bob Dole, Maj. Leader, KS (1969–96)[68]


	
Bob Kasten[image: External link],[a] WI (1981–93)[69]


	
Trent Lott[image: External link], Maj. Leader, MS (1989–2007)[70]


	
Mack Mattingly[image: External link], GA (1981–87)[71]


	
Rick Santorum, PA (1995–2007)[72]


	
Bob Smith, NH (1990–2003)[33]


	
Jim Talent[image: External link], MO (2002–2007)[73]






U.S. Representatives

Current



	
Ralph Abraham[image: External link], LA[62]


	
Robert Aderholt[image: External link], AL[74]


	
Rick W. Allen[image: External link], GA[75]


	
Mark Amodei[image: External link], NV[76]


	
Brian Babin[image: External link], TX[77]


	
Lou Barletta[image: External link],[a] PA-11[78]


	
Joe Barton[image: External link], TX[79]


	
Mike Bishop[image: External link], MI[80]


	
Rob Bishop[image: External link], UT[81]


	
Diane Black[image: External link], TN[82]


	
Marsha Blackburn[image: External link], TN[83]


	
Charles Boustany[image: External link], LA[62]


	
Dave Brat[image: External link], VA[84]


	
Jim Bridenstine[image: External link], OK[85]


	
Vern Buchanan[image: External link], FL[86]


	
Ken Buck[image: External link], CO[87]


	
Larry Bucshon[image: External link], IN[88]


	
Michael Burgess[image: External link], TX[89]


	
Ken Calvert[image: External link], CA[90]


	
Buddy Carter[image: External link], GA[91]


	
John Carter[image: External link], TX[92]


	
Steve Chabot[image: External link], OH[93]


	
Curt Clawson[image: External link], FL[94]


	
Tom Cole[image: External link], OK[95]


	
Chris Collins[image: External link],[a] NY[96]


	
Doug Collins[image: External link], GA[97]


	
Mike Conaway[image: External link], TX[98]


	
Paul Cook[image: External link], CA[99]


	
Ryan Costello[image: External link], PA-6[100]


	
Kevin Cramer[image: External link],[a] ND[101]


	
Rick Crawford[image: External link], AR[102]


	
John Culberson[image: External link], TX[103]


	
Jeff Denham[image: External link], CA[104]


	
Ron DeSantis[image: External link], FL[37]


	
Scott DesJarlais[image: External link],[a] TN[105]


	
Dan Donovan[image: External link], NY[106]


	
Sean Duffy[image: External link], WI[107]


	
Jeff Duncan[image: External link], SC[108]


	
John Duncan[image: External link],[a] TN[109]


	
Renee Ellmers[image: External link],[a] NC[110]


	
Tom Emmer[image: External link], MN[111]


	
Blake Farenthold[image: External link], TX[112]


	
Mike Fitzpatrick[image: External link], PA-8[113]


	
Chuck Fleischmann[image: External link], TN[114]


	
John Fleming[image: External link], LA[62]


	
Bill Flores[image: External link], TX[77]


	
Randy Forbes[image: External link], VA[115]


	
Virginia Foxx[image: External link], NC[116]


	
Trent Franks[image: External link], AZ[117]


	
Rodney Frelinghuysen[image: External link], NJ[118]


	
Bob Gibbs[image: External link], OH[119][120]


	
Louie Gohmert[image: External link], TX[121]


	
Bob Goodlatte[image: External link], VA[122]


	
Paul Gosar[image: External link], AZ[117]


	
Trey Gowdy[image: External link], SC[123]


	
Sam Graves[image: External link], MO[124]


	
Tom Graves[image: External link], GA[75]


	
Morgan Griffith[image: External link], VA[125]


	
Glenn Grothman[image: External link], WI[126]


	
Frank Guinta[image: External link], NH[127]


	
Brett Guthrie[image: External link], KY[128]


	
Gregg Harper[image: External link], MS[129]


	
Andy Harris[image: External link], MD[130]


	
Vicky Hartzler[image: External link], MO[131]


	
Jeb Hensarling[image: External link], TX[132]


	
Jody Hice[image: External link], GA[75]


	
French Hill[image: External link], AR[133]


	
George Holding[image: External link], NC[134]


	
Richard Hudson[image: External link], NC[135]


	
Randy Hultgren[image: External link], IL[136]


	
Duncan D. Hunter[image: External link],[a] CA[137]


	
Darrell Issa[image: External link], CA[138]


	
Evan Jenkins[image: External link], WV[139]


	
Lynn Jenkins[image: External link], KS[140]


	
Bill Johnson[image: External link], OH[141]


	
Sam Johnson[image: External link], TX[103]


	
Walter B. Jones Jr.[image: External link], NC[142]


	
Jim Jordan[image: External link], OH[143]


	
Mike Kelly[image: External link], PA-3[144]


	
Trent Kelly[image: External link], MS[145]


	
Peter T. King[image: External link], NY[146]


	
Steve King[image: External link], IA[46]


	
John Kline[image: External link], MN[147]


	
Raul Labrador[image: External link], ID[148]


	
Darin LaHood[image: External link], IL[149]


	
Doug LaMalfa[image: External link], CA[150]


	
Doug Lamborn[image: External link], CO[151]


	
Leonard Lance[image: External link], NJ[152]


	
Bob Latta[image: External link], OH[153]


	
Billy Long[image: External link], MO[154]


	
Barry Loudermilk[image: External link], GA[155]


	
Frank Lucas[image: External link], OK[156]


	
Blaine Luetkemeyer[image: External link], MO[35]


	
Cynthia Lummis[image: External link], WY[157]


	
Tom MacArthur[image: External link], NJ[100]


	
Kenny Marchant[image: External link], TX[79]


	
Tom Marino[image: External link],[a] PA[158]


	
Thomas Massie[image: External link], KY[93]


	
Kevin McCarthy[image: External link], Maj. Leader, CA[159]


	
Michael McCaul[image: External link], TX[160]


	
Tom McClintock[image: External link], CA[161]


	
Patrick McHenry[image: External link], NC[162]


	
David McKinley[image: External link], WV[163]


	
Cathy McMorris Rodgers[image: External link], WA[164]


	
Mark Meadows[image: External link], NC[165]


	
Luke Messer[image: External link], IN[166]


	
John Mica[image: External link], FL[167]


	
Candice Miller[image: External link], MI[168]


	
Jeff Miller[image: External link],[a] FL[169]


	
John Moolenaar[image: External link], MI[170]


	
Alex Mooney[image: External link], WV[171]


	
Markwayne Mullin[image: External link], OK[172]


	
Mick Mulvaney, SC[173]


	
Randy Neugebauer[image: External link], TX[103]


	
Dan Newhouse[image: External link], WA[174]


	
Kristi Noem[image: External link], SD[175]


	
Rich Nugent[image: External link], FL[176]


	
Pete Olson[image: External link], TX[103]


	
Steven Palazzo[image: External link], MS[177]


	
Gary Palmer[image: External link], AL[178]


	
Steve Pearce[image: External link], NM[179]


	
Scott Perry[image: External link], PA-4[100]


	
Robert Pittenger[image: External link], NC[180]


	
Joe Pitts[image: External link], PA-16[131]


	
Mike Pompeo, KS[181]


	
Bill Posey[image: External link], FL[182]


	
Tom Price, GA[183]


	
John Ratcliffe[image: External link], TX[184]


	
Tom Reed[image: External link],[a] NY[185]


	
Jim Renacci[image: External link], OH[186]


	
Tom Rice[image: External link], SC[187]


	
Phil Roe[image: External link], TN[125]


	
Hal Rogers[image: External link], KY[188]


	
Mike Rogers[image: External link], AL[74]


	
Dana Rohrabacher[image: External link], CA[99]


	
Todd Rokita[image: External link], IN[189]


	
Dennis A. Ross[image: External link], FL[190]


	
Keith Rothfus[image: External link], PA-12[191]


	
David Rouzer[image: External link], NC[192]


	
Ed Royce[image: External link], CA[193]


	
Steve Russell[image: External link], OK[156]


	
Paul Ryan, WI, House Speaker[194]


	
Matt Salmon[image: External link], AZ[117]


	
Mark Sanford[image: External link], SC[195]


	
Steve Scalise[image: External link], Maj. Whip, LA[196]


	
David Schweikert[image: External link], AZ[117]


	
Austin Scott[image: External link], GA[197]


	
Jim Sensenbrenner[image: External link], WI[198]


	
Pete Sessions[image: External link], TX[199]


	
John Shimkus[image: External link], IL[200]


	
Bill Shuster[image: External link],[a] PA[169]


	
Adrian Smith[image: External link], NE[201]


	
Chris Smith[image: External link], NJ[131]


	
Jason T. Smith[image: External link], MO[35]


	
Lamar Smith[image: External link], TX[202]


	
Elise Stefanik[image: External link], NY[203]


	
Steve Stivers[image: External link], OH[204]


	
Marlin Stutzman[image: External link], IN[205]


	
Dave Trott[image: External link], MI[206]


	
Michael Turner[image: External link], OH[207]


	
Tim Walberg[image: External link], MI[206]


	
Greg Walden[image: External link], OR[208]


	
Mark Walker[image: External link], NC[116]


	
Jackie Walorski[image: External link], IN[209]


	
Mimi Walters[image: External link], CA[210]


	
Randy Weber[image: External link], TX[77]


	
Daniel Webster[image: External link], FL[211]


	
Brad Wenstrup[image: External link], OH[212]


	
Bruce Westerman[image: External link], AR[213]


	
Lynn Westmoreland[image: External link], GA[190]


	
Roger Williams[image: External link], TX[79]


	
Rob Wittman[image: External link], VA[214]


	
Steve Womack[image: External link], AR[133]


	
Rob Woodall[image: External link], GA[75]


	
Kevin Yoder[image: External link], KS[181]


	
Ted Yoho[image: External link], FL[215]


	
David Young[image: External link], IA[46]


	
Don Young[image: External link], AK[216]


	
Todd Young[image: External link], IN[88]


	
Lee Zeldin[image: External link], NY[146]


	
Ryan Zinke, MT[217]






Former



	
Steve Austria[image: External link], OH (2009–13)[218]


	
Michele Bachmann[image: External link], MN (2007–15)[219]


	
Bob Barr[image: External link], GA (1995–2003)[220]


	
Kerry Bentivolio[image: External link], MI (2013–15)[221]


	
John Boehner[image: External link], Speaker, OH (1991–2015)[222]


	
Paul Broun[image: External link], GA (2007–15)[223]


	
Eric Cantor[image: External link], Maj. Leader, VA (2001–14)[224]


	
Joseph Cao[image: External link], LA (2009–11)[218]


	
Newt Gingrich, Speaker, GA (1979–99)[225]


	
Virgil Goode[image: External link],[a] VA (1997–2009)[226]


	
Pete Hoekstra[image: External link], MI (1993–2011)[227]


	
Jack Kingston[image: External link], GA (1993–2015)[228]


	
James Lightfoot[image: External link], IA (1985–97)[229]


	
Bob Livingston[image: External link],[a] LA (1977–99)[230]


	
Tom Luken[image: External link], OH (1974–75, 1977–91) ( Democratic[image: External link])[231]


	
Bob McEwan[image: External link], OH (1981–93)[24]


	
Guy Molinari[image: External link], NY (1981–89)[232]


	
Sue Myrick[image: External link], NC (1995–2013)[233]


	
Doug Ose[image: External link],[a] CA (1999–2005)[234]


	
Tom Tancredo[image: External link], CO (1999–2009)[235]


	
Joe Walsh (Illinois politician)[image: External link], IL (2011–13)[236]


	
Frank Wolf[image: External link], VA (1981–2015)[237]






U.S. state officials

State and territorial governors

Current



	
Greg Abbott[image: External link], 48th Governor of Texas[image: External link][238]


	
Matt Bevin[image: External link], 62nd Governor of Kentucky[image: External link][239]


	
Terry Branstad[image: External link], 39th & 42nd Governor of Iowa[image: External link][240]


	
Sam Brownback[image: External link], 46th Governor of Kansas[image: External link][241]


	
Phil Bryant[image: External link], 64th Governor of Mississippi[image: External link][70]


	
Eddie Calvo[image: External link], 8th Governor of Guam[image: External link][242]


	
Chris Christie,[a] 55th Governor of New Jersey[image: External link][243]


	
Jack Dalrymple[image: External link], 32nd Governor of North Dakota[image: External link][244]


	
Doug Ducey[image: External link], 23rd Governor of Arizona[image: External link][245]


	
Mary Fallin[image: External link], 27th Governor of Oklahoma[image: External link][246]


	
Nikki Haley, 116th Governor of South Carolina[image: External link][247]


	
Asa Hutchinson[image: External link], 46th Governor of Arkansas[image: External link][248]


	
Paul LePage[image: External link],[a] 74th Governor of Maine[image: External link][249]


	
Pat McCrory[image: External link], 74th Governor of North Carolina[image: External link][250]


	
Matt Mead[image: External link], 32nd Governor of Wyoming[image: External link][251]


	
Mike Pence, 50th Governor of Indiana[image: External link][252] (Running mate)

	
Pete Ricketts[image: External link], 40th Governor of Nebraska[image: External link][253]


	
Rick Scott[image: External link],[a] 45th Governor of Florida[image: External link][254]


	
Ralph Torres[image: External link],[a] 9th Governor of the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link][255]


	
Scott Walker, 45th Governor of Wisconsin[image: External link][256]






Former



	
Haley Barbour, 63rd Governor of Mississippi[image: External link] (2004–12)[11]


	
Jan Brewer[image: External link],[a] 22nd Governor of Arizona[image: External link] (2009–15)[257]


	
Donald DiFrancesco[image: External link],[a] 51st Governor of New Jersey[image: External link] (2001–02)[258]


	
Robert Ehrlich[image: External link], 60th Governor of Maryland[image: External link] (2003–07)[259]


	
Jim Gilmore, 68th Governor of Virginia[image: External link] (1998–2002)[260]


	
Dave Heineman[image: External link], 39th Governor of Nebraska[image: External link] (2005–15)[261]


	
Mike Huckabee, 44th Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] (1996–2007)[262]


	
Bobby Jindal[image: External link], 55th Governor of Louisiana[image: External link] (2008–16)[263]


	
Frank Keating[image: External link], 25th Governor of Oklahoma[image: External link] (1995–2003)[264]


	
Sarah Palin,[a] 9th Governor of Alaska[image: External link] (2006–09)[265]


	
Sonny Perdue, 81st Governor of Georgia[image: External link] (2003–11)[4]


	
Rick Perry, 47th Governor of Texas[image: External link] (2000–15)[266]


	
Don Sundquist[image: External link], 47th Governor of Tennessee[image: External link] (1995–2003)[267]


	
John H. Sununu[image: External link], 75th Governor of New Hampshire[image: External link] (1983–89), White House Chief of Staff (1989–91)[268]






State executive officials

Current



	
Cherie K. Berry[image: External link], 17th North Carolina Commissioner of Labor[image: External link][269]


	
Gary Black[image: External link], Georgia Commissioner of Agriculture

	
Pam Bondi[image: External link],[a] 37th Attorney General of Florida[image: External link][270]


	
George P. Bush[image: External link], 28th Commissioner of the Texas General Land Office[image: External link][271]


	
Mike DeWine[image: External link], 50th Attorney General of Ohio[image: External link][204]


	
Jeff DeWit[image: External link],[a] 43rd State Treasurer of Arizona[image: External link][272]


	
Diane Douglas[image: External link], Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruction[image: External link][273]


	
Lynn Fitch[image: External link], 34th Mississippi State Treasurer[image: External link][274]


	
Tim Griffin[image: External link], 16th Lieutenant Governor of Arkansas[image: External link][16]


	
Jon Husted[image: External link], 50th Ohio Secretary of State[image: External link][204]


	
Mark Hutchison[image: External link], 34th Lieutenant Governor of Nevada[image: External link][275]


	
Cindy Hyde-Smith[image: External link], 7th Mississippi Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce[image: External link][4]


	
Peter Kinder[image: External link], 46th Lieutenant Governor of Missouri[image: External link][35]


	
Kris Kobach[image: External link],[a] 31st Secretary of State of Kansas[image: External link][276]


	
Adam Laxalt[image: External link], 33rd Nevada Attorney General[image: External link][275]


	
Josh Mandel[image: External link], 48th Ohio State Treasurer[image: External link][204]


	
Henry McMaster[image: External link],[a] 91st Lieutenant Governor of South Carolina[image: External link][277]


	
Sid Miller[image: External link], 12th Texas Commissioner of Agriculture[image: External link][278]


	
Mary Mosiman[image: External link], Auditor of Iowa[279]


	
Bill Northey[image: External link], 4th Iowa Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link][280]


	
Dan Patrick[image: External link], 42nd Lieutenant Governor of Texas[image: External link][281]


	
Ryan Quarles[image: External link], Agriculture Commissioner of Kentucky[4]


	
Jim Reese[image: External link], 4th Oklahoma Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link][4]


	
Sean Reyes[image: External link], 21st Attorney General of Utah[image: External link][282]


	
Kim Reynolds[image: External link], 47th Lieutenant Governor of Iowa[image: External link][279]


	
Leslie Rutledge[image: External link], 56th Attorney General of Arkansas[image: External link][283]


	
Bill Schuette[image: External link], 53rd Attorney General of Michigan[image: External link][284]


	
Ryan Sitton[image: External link], Texas Railroad Commissioner[image: External link][278]


	
Eric Skrmetta[image: External link],[a] Louisiana Public Service Commissioner[image: External link][285]


	
Michael G. Strain[image: External link], 9th Louisiana Commissioner of Agriculture and Forestry[image: External link][4]


	
Mary Taylor[image: External link], 65th Lieutenant Governor of Ohio[image: External link][204]


	
Walter E. Whitcomb[image: External link], Commissioner of the Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry[4]


	
Dave Yost[image: External link], 32nd Ohio State Auditor[image: External link][286]






Former



	
André Bauer[image: External link],[a] 87th Lieutenant Governor of South Carolina[image: External link] (2003–11)[287]


	
Ken Blackwell[image: External link], 48th Ohio Secretary of State[image: External link] (1999–2007)[131]


	
Jennifer Carroll[image: External link], 18th Lieutenant Governor of Florida[image: External link] (2011–13)[288]


	
Margaret Farrow[image: External link], 42nd Lieutenant Governor of Wisconsin[image: External link] (2001–03)[289]


	
John H. Hager[image: External link], 37th Lieutenant Governor of Virginia[image: External link] (1998–2002)[21]


	
Evan Hultman[image: External link], 28th Attorney General of Iowa[image: External link] (1961–65)[290]


	
Jerry Kilgore[image: External link], 42nd Attorney General of Virginia[image: External link] (2002–05)[21]


	
Loren Leman[image: External link], 8th Lieutenant Governor of Alaska[image: External link] (2002–06)[291]


	
Mead Treadwell[image: External link], 11th Lieutenant Governor of Alaska (2010–14)[291]


	
Cathy Zeuske[image: External link], 31st State Treasurer of Wisconsin[image: External link] (1991–95)[289]






State judicial officials

Former


	
Thomas E. Brennan[image: External link], 81st Justice and Chief Justice of the Michigan Supreme Court[image: External link] and founder of Thomas M. Cooley Law School[image: External link].[20]




State legislators



	Alabama State Representative: Ed Henry[image: External link][292]


	Alaska State Senators: John Coghill[image: External link],[291] Charlie Huggins[image: External link],[291] Lesil McGuire[image: External link][291]


	Alaska State Representative: Mike Chenault[image: External link][291]


	Arizona State Representative: Phil Lovas[image: External link][293]


	California State Senators: Tom Berryhill[image: External link][294] Mike Morrell[image: External link],[294] Jeff Stone[image: External link],[294] Joel Anderson[image: External link][294]


	California State Assemblymen: Jay Obernolte[image: External link] and Bob Pacheco[image: External link],[18] Melissa Melendez[image: External link],[294] Travis Allen[image: External link],[294] Matthew Harper[image: External link][294]


	Colorado State Senators: Ray Scott[image: External link],[295] John Cooke[image: External link],[296] Kent Lambert[image: External link],[296] Vicki Marble[image: External link],[296] Tim Neville[image: External link],[296] Jerry Sonnenberg[image: External link],[296] Laura J. Woods[image: External link][296]


	Colorado House of Representatives: Clarice Navarro[image: External link],[297] Jon Becker[image: External link],[296] Perry Buck[image: External link],[296] Dan Nordberg[image: External link],[296] Bob Rankin[image: External link],[296] Lori Saine[image: External link],[296] James Wilson[image: External link],[296] JoAnn Windholz[image: External link][296]


	Connecticut State Senators: Kevin C. Kelly[image: External link],[298] Michael A. McLachlan[image: External link][298]


	Connecticut State Representatives: Anthony D'Amelio[image: External link],[299]


	Delaware State Senator: Colin Bonini[image: External link][300]


	Florida State Senators: Dennis Baxley[image: External link],[211] Joe Negron[image: External link][301]


	Florida Representatives: Matt Gaetz[image: External link][302] and Lake Ray[image: External link],[303] Gayle Harrell[image: External link],[301] Debbie Mayfield[image: External link],[301] MaryLynn Magar[image: External link],[301] Michelle Rehwinkel Vasilinda[image: External link] (Independent)[304]


	Georgia State Senators: Burt Jones[image: External link],[305] Michael Williams[image: External link],[306] John Wilkinson[image: External link][4]


	Georgia State Representative: Steve Tarvin[image: External link][307]


	Iowa State Senators: Brad Zaun[image: External link],[308] Jerry Behn[image: External link],[280] Julian Garrett[image: External link],[280] David Hartsuch[image: External link],[280] Ken Rozenboom[image: External link],[309] Tom Shipley[image: External link][310]


	Iowa State Representatives: Robert Bacon[image: External link],[280] Linda Upmeyer[image: External link],[279] Dawn Pettengill[image: External link],[279] Megan Jones[image: External link],[280] Mary Ann Hanusa[image: External link],[280] Linda Miller[image: External link],[279] Mike Sexton[image: External link],[310] Dave Deyoe[image: External link],[310] Dean Fisher[image: External link][310]


	Maryland State Senators: Justin Ready[image: External link],[311] H. Wayne Norman, Jr.[image: External link],[312] J. B. Jennings[image: External link][312]


	Maryland State Representatives: Susan W. Krebs[image: External link],[311] Richard Impallaria[image: External link],[312] Pat McDonough[image: External link][312]


	Massachusetts State Representatives: Geoff Diehl[image: External link],[313] Keiko Orrall[image: External link][218]


	Michigan State Senators: Jack Brandenburg[image: External link],[314] Joe Hune[image: External link],[315] Mike Green[image: External link],[4] Arlan Meekhof[image: External link],[316] Judy Emmons[image: External link][317]


	Michigan State Representative: Kevin Cotter[image: External link][316]


	Minnesota State Representatives: John Petersburg[image: External link]


	Mississippi State Representatives: Becky Currie[image: External link],[318] Alex Monsour[image: External link],[318] Margaret Rogers[image: External link],[318] Gary Chism[image: External link],[318] and Gary Staples[image: External link][318]


	Missouri State Senators: Brian Munzlinger[image: External link],[4] Mike Parson[image: External link],[35] Eric Schmitt[image: External link][35]


	Nebraska State Senator: Beau McCoy[image: External link][4]


	Nevada State Senators: Michael Roberson[image: External link],[275] Don Gustavson[image: External link][275]


	Nevada State Assemblymen: Brent A. Jones[image: External link][319] and Chris Edwards[image: External link], Paul Anderson[image: External link],[275] Jill Dickman[image: External link],[275] Ira Hansen[image: External link],[275] Jim Wheeler[image: External link],[275] Philip "P.K." O'Neill[image: External link][275]


	New Hampshire State Senators: Nancy Stiles[image: External link],[320] Jeb Bradley[image: External link],[320] Chuck Morse[image: External link][321]


	New Hampshire State Representatives: Shawn Jasper[image: External link][320]


	New Jersey Assemblyman: Robert Auth[image: External link] and State Assemblywoman Holly Schepisi[image: External link][322]


	New Jersey State Senators: Michael J. Doherty[image: External link][323] and Joe Pennacchio[image: External link][324]


	New Mexico State Representatives: Alonzo Baldonado[image: External link],[325] Sharon Clahchischilliage[image: External link][19]


	New York State Senators: John DeFrancisco[image: External link],[311][326] Martin Golden[image: External link][327]


	New York State Assemblyman: Bill Nojay[image: External link] (deceased)[328]


	North Carolina State Senators: W. Brent Jackson[image: External link][4]


	North Carolina State Representatives: Julia C. Howard[image: External link],[269] Pat Hurley[image: External link],[269] Linda P. Johnson[image: External link],[269] Pat McElraft[image: External link],[269] Michele D. Presnell[image: External link],[269]


	North Dakota State Representative: Michael Don Brandenburg[image: External link][4]


	Ohio State Senator: Keith Faber[image: External link][329]


	Ohio State Representative: Cliff Rosenberger[image: External link][204]


	Oklahoma State Senators: Eddie Fields[image: External link][4]


	Oregon State Senators: Brian Boquist[image: External link],[330] Alan Olsen[image: External link][330]


	Oregon State Representatives: Vic Gilliam[image: External link],[330] Mike Nearman[image: External link],[330] Sherrie Sprenger[image: External link],[330] John Huffman[image: External link][330]


	Pennsylvania State Senators: Camera Bartolotta[image: External link],[331] Michele Brooks[image: External link],[331] Kim Ward[image: External link][331]


	Pennsylvania State Representatives: Mike Vereb[image: External link],[332] Mauree Gingrich[image: External link],[331] Julie Harhart[image: External link],[331] Sandra Major[image: External link],[331] Donna Oberlander[image: External link],[331] Kristin Phillips-Hill[image: External link],[331] Tina Pickett[image: External link],[331] Kathy Rapp[image: External link],[331] Judy Ward[image: External link],[331] Jerry Knowles[image: External link],[333] Stephen Barrar[image: External link],[334] Daryl Metcalfe[image: External link],[334] Eric Nelson[image: External link],[334] Greg Rothman[image: External link],[334] Rick Saccone[image: External link],[334] Kerry Benninghoff[image: External link],[334] Stephen Bloom[image: External link],[334] Martin Causer[image: External link],[334] Jim Christiana[image: External link],[334] Lynda Schlegel-Culver[image: External link],[334] Sheryl M. Delozier[image: External link],[334] Russ Diamond[image: External link],[334] George Dunbar[image: External link],[334] Cris Dush[image: External link],[334] Brian Ellis[image: External link],[334] Eli Evankovich[image: External link],[334] Garth Everett[image: External link],[334] Seth Grove[image: External link],[334] Marcia Hahn[image: External link],[334] Doyle Heffley[image: External link],[334] Sue Helm[image: External link],[334] David Hickernell[image: External link],[334] Rich Irvin[image: External link],[334] Lee James[image: External link],[334] Barry Jozwiak[image: External link],[334] Rob Kauffman[image: External link],[334] Ryan Mackenzie[image: External link],[334] Ron Marsico[image: External link],[334] John McGinnis[image: External link],[334] David R. Millard[image: External link],[334] Dan Moul[image: External link],[334] Mark Mustio[image: External link],[334] Jason Ortitay[image: External link],[334] John D. Payne[image: External link],[334] Jeff Pyle[image: External link],[334] Mike Regan[image: External link],[334] Mike Reese[image: External link],[334] Brad Roae[image: External link],[334] Tommy Sankey[image: External link],[334] Stan Saylor[image: External link],[334] Craig Staats[image: External link],[334] Will Tallman[image: External link],[334] Tarah Toohil[image: External link],[334] Ryan Warner[image: External link],[334] Jeff Wheeland[image: External link],[334] David H. Zimmerman[image: External link][334]


	South Carolina State Senator: Katrina Shealy[image: External link][335]


	South Carolina State Representative: James H. Merrill[image: External link] (former Majority Leader)[336]


	South Dakota State Senators: Ried Holien[image: External link],[337] Larry Rhoden[image: External link][4]


	Tennessee Senator: Mae Beavers[image: External link][338]


	Texas State Senators: Donna Campbell[image: External link],[278] Lois Kolkhorst[image: External link],[278] Paul Bettencourt[image: External link],[77] Craig Estes[image: External link],[77] Bob Hall[image: External link],[77] Charles Perry[image: External link][77]


	Texas State Representatives: Byron Cook[image: External link],[278] Charlie Geren[image: External link],[278] Todd Ames Hunter[image: External link],[278] Geanie Morrison[image: External link],[278] Larry Phillips[image: External link],[278] James White[image: External link],[278] Doc Anderson[image: External link],[77] Dustin Burrows[image: External link],[77] Tom Craddick[image: External link],[77] Pat Fallon[image: External link],[77] Dan Huberty[image: External link],[77] Mark Keough[image: External link],[77] Phil King[image: External link],[77] Jodie Anne Laubenberg[image: External link],[77] Will Metcalf[image: External link],[77] Jim Murphy[image: External link],[77] Tan Parker[image: External link],[77] Dennis Paul[image: External link],[77] Ron Simmons[image: External link],[77] Drew Springer Jr.[image: External link],[77] Tony Tinderholt[image: External link],[77] Bill Zedler[image: External link],[77] John M. Zerwas[image: External link][77]


	Utah State Representatives: Greg Hughes[image: External link] (Speaker),[339] Jake Anderegg[image: External link][340]


	Utah State Senators: Ralph Okerlund[image: External link] (Senate Majority Leader), David Hinkins[image: External link][341]


	Virginia State Senators: Mark Obenshain[image: External link],[21] Bryce Reeves[image: External link],[21] Jill Vogel[image: External link],[21] Frank Wagner[image: External link][21]


	Virginia State Delegates: Ron Villanueva[image: External link][218] and Scott Taylor[image: External link],[115] Brenda Pogge[image: External link],[342] Rob Bell[image: External link],[21] Glenn Davis[image: External link],[21] Terry Kilgore[image: External link],[21] Dave LaRock[image: External link][343]


	Washington State Senator: Don Benton[image: External link][344]


	West Virginia State Senators: Donna J. Boley[image: External link] and Bill Cole[image: External link] (President),[345] Ryan Ferns[image: External link][163]


	West Virginia State Delegates: Ray Canterbury[image: External link], Joshua Nelson[image: External link], Randy Smith[image: External link], and Ron Walters[image: External link][345]







	Wisconsin State Senators: Alberta Darling[image: External link],[289] Mary Lazich[image: External link],[289] Scott L. Fitzgerald[image: External link][346]


	Wyoming State Representative: Hans Hunt[image: External link][4]




Former


	Arizona State Senators: Lori Klein[image: External link],[347] Thayer Verschoor[image: External link],[347] and Kelli Ward[image: External link][348]


	California State Senator: Tony Strickland[image: External link][349]


	California State Assemblymen: Martin Garrick[image: External link][11]


	Colorado State Legislators: Rep. B.J. Nikkel (Colorado Co-Chairman and Colorado Women For Trump Coalition Director),[350] Senator Greg Brophy (Colorado Co-Chairman)[350]


	Idaho State Representative: Phil Hart[image: External link][351]


	Iowa State Senators: Kitty Rehberg[image: External link],[310] Sandy Greiner[image: External link][310]


	Iowa State Representatives: Teresa Garman[image: External link],[280] Annette Sweeney[image: External link],[280] Dave Tjepkes[image: External link],[280] Kenneth Veenstra[image: External link],[280] Ralph Watts[image: External link],[280] Betty De Boef[image: External link][310]


	Louisiana State Senator: Troy Hebert[image: External link] (Independent)[352]


	Michigan State Senators: Randy Richardville[image: External link],[353]


	Michigan State Representatives: Rick Johnson[image: External link],[353] Andrew Richner[image: External link],[353]


	Member of the Nevada Assembly: Heidi Gansert[image: External link][275]


	Ohio State Representatives: Matt Huffman[image: External link][329]


	South Carolina State Senator: Jake Knotts[image: External link][354]


	Texas State Representatives: Martha Wong[image: External link],[218] Wayne Christian[image: External link][278]


	Virginia State Senators: Jeannemarie Devolites Davis[image: External link],[21] Jeff McWaters[image: External link][21]




U.S. municipal officials

Mayors and county executives

Current


	
Dewey F. Bartlett Jr.[image: External link], 39th Mayor of Tulsa[image: External link][355]


	
Mary Hawkins Butler[image: External link], Mayor of Madison, Mississippi[image: External link][356]


	
Gabriel Campana[image: External link], Mayor of Williamsport, Pennsylvania[image: External link][357]


	
Lenny Curry[image: External link], Mayor of Jacksonville[image: External link][358]


	
Ed Mangano[image: External link], 8th Nassau County[image: External link] executive[359]


	
Jean Stothert[image: External link], 51st Mayor of Omaha[image: External link][360]




Former


	
Greg Edwards[image: External link], 5th Chautauqua County[image: External link] executive (2006–13)[361]


	
Charles Evers[image: External link], Mayor of Fayette, Mississippi[image: External link] (1969–81, 1985–89)[362]


	
Drew Ferguson[image: External link], Mayor of West Point, Georgia[image: External link], 2016 Republican nominee for Georgia's 3rd congressional district[image: External link][75]


	
Rudy Giuliani, 107th Mayor of New York City[image: External link] (1994–2001)[363]


	
Tom Leppert[image: External link], 60th Mayor of Dallas[image: External link], Texas (2007–11)[364]


	
Rick Mystrom[image: External link], Mayor of Anchorage[image: External link] (1994–2000)[291]




Municipal executive officials

Current


	
Joe Arpaio[image: External link], sheriff of Maricopa County[image: External link][365][366]


	
Rob Astorino[image: External link], Westchester County Executive[image: External link], 2014 Republican nominee for Governor of New York[367]


	
Paul Babeu[image: External link], sheriff of Pinal County[image: External link][368]


	
David A. Clarke Jr.[image: External link], sheriff of Milwaukee County[image: External link] ( Democratic[image: External link])[369]


	
James M. Cummings[image: External link], sheriff of Barnstable County[image: External link][370]


	
Ed Day[image: External link], Rockland County[image: External link] Executive[367]


	
Greg Hartmann[image: External link], member of the three-member in Hamilton County, Ohio[image: External link][371]


	
Tim Howard[image: External link], sheriff of Erie County, New York[image: External link][361]


	
Peggy Littleton[image: External link], El Paso County[image: External link] Commissioner[372]


	
Dick Monteith[image: External link], Chairman of the Stanislaus County[image: External link] Board of Supervisors[373]


	
Bill Reilich[image: External link], Greece town[image: External link] supervisor[361]


	
Michelle Park Steel[image: External link], Member of the Orange County Board of Supervisors[image: External link][218]


	
Corey Stewart[image: External link], Chairman of the Prince William Board of County Supervisors[image: External link][374]


	
Carolyn Bunny Welsh[image: External link], Chester County Sheriff[image: External link][331]




Municipal legislators

Current


	
Joseph Borelli[image: External link], Council member for the 51st District in the New York City Council[image: External link], Minority Whip[375]




Former


	
Vincent M. Ignizio[image: External link], Council member for the 51st District in the New York City Council[image: External link][376]


	
Andrew Stein[image: External link], 22nd Borough President of Manhattan (1978–85) and New York City Council[image: External link] President (1986–94) ( Democratic[image: External link])[377]


	
Charles Wingate, City Councilman for Colorado Springs[image: External link]




Retired US military personnel

Retired US Air Force personnel



	
Alfred G. Hansen[image: External link], General[image: External link], Commander, Air Force Logistics Command (COMAFLC) (1987–89).[12]


	
John L. Hudson[image: External link], Lieutenant General[378]


	
Timothy A. Kinnan[image: External link], Lieutenant General[12]


	
Thomas McInerney[image: External link], Lieutenant General[12]


	
Robert C. Oaks[image: External link],[a] General[image: External link], Commander of Air Training Command, Commander of the U.S. Air Forces in Europe (1986–90)[379]


	
Richard Secord[image: External link], Major General[image: External link][380]


	
Leo K. Thorsness[image: External link], Colonel, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[381]


	
William E. Thurman[image: External link], Lieutenant General[12]






Retired US Army personnel



	
Bennie G. Adkins[image: External link], Command Sergeant Major, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[382]


	
Donald E. Ballard[image: External link], Colonel, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[383]


	
Burwell B. Bell III[image: External link], General[image: External link][12]


	
Patrick Henry Brady[image: External link], Major General[image: External link][378]


	
Bruce P. Crandall[image: External link], Colonel, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[383]


	
Sammy L. Davis[image: External link], Sergeant, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[381]


	
Michael John Fitzmaurice[image: External link], Specialist Four, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[381]


	
Harold A. Fritz[image: External link], Colonel, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[381]


	
Jay Garner[image: External link], Lieutenant General[378]


	
James F. Linzey[image: External link], Chaplain, Major[image: External link][384]


	
Walter Joseph Marm Jr.[image: External link], Colonel, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[383]


	
Bert Mizusawa[image: External link],[a] Major General[image: External link], Deputy Director for Strategic Initiatives, Joint Chiefs of Staff[385]


	
Robert Martin Patterson[image: External link], Command Sergeant Major, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[386]


	
Leroy Petry[image: External link], Master Sergeant, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[381]


	
Ronald E. Rosser[image: External link], Sergeant First Class[image: External link], Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[383]


	
Crosbie E. Saint[image: External link], General[image: External link], Commander in Chief, U.S. Army Europe/Commander, Central Army Group (1988–92)[12]


	
Richard Scholtes[image: External link], Major General[image: External link][378]


	
Sidney Shachnow[image: External link], Major General[image: External link], a Holocaust[image: External link] survivor[12]


	
Ken Stumpf[image: External link], Sergeant Major, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[387]


	
John B. Sylvester[image: External link], Lieutenant General[380]


	
James Allen Taylor[image: External link], Major, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[387]


	
Paul E. Vallely[image: External link],[a] Major General[image: External link], 351st Civil Affairs Commander (1982–86), Deputy Commanding General, Pacific Command[image: External link], Military Committee Chairman for the Center for Security Policy[image: External link][388]






Retired US Coast Guard personnel



	
Edward Nelson Jr.[image: External link], Rear Admiral[image: External link][12]


	
Donald C. Thompson[image: External link], Vice Admiral[image: External link][12]


	
Howard Thorsen[image: External link], Vice Admiral[image: External link][380]


	
Theodore J. Wojnar[image: External link], Rear Admiral[image: External link][378]






Retired US Marine Corps personnel



	
Mark Bircher[image: External link], Brigadier General[image: External link][389]


	
Wesley L. Fox[image: External link], Colonel, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[387]


	
James E. Livingston[image: External link], Major General[image: External link][390]


	
Robert Magnus[image: External link], General[image: External link], Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps[image: External link][24]


	
Robert J. Modrzejewski[image: External link], Colonel, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[383]


	
Robert E. Simanek[image: External link], Private First Class[image: External link], Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[383]


	
Jay Vargas[image: External link], Colonel, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[381]


	
Hershel W. Williams[image: External link], Chief Warrant Officer 4, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[381]






Retired US Navy personnel



	
James J. Carey[image: External link], Rear Admiral[image: External link][11]


	
James H. Flatley III[image: External link], Rear Admiral[image: External link][12]


	
Carl Higbie[image: External link], former Navy SEAL[image: External link] and author[391]


	
Robert R. Ingram[image: External link], Hospital Corpsman, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[386]


	
J. Adrian Jackson[image: External link], Rear Admiral[image: External link][12]


	
Jerome L. Johnson[image: External link], Admiral[image: External link], Vice Chief of Naval Operations (1990–92)[392]


	
Richard B. Landolt[image: External link], Admiral[image: External link][12]


	
Marcus Luttrell[image: External link], former Navy SEAL[image: External link] and TV host[393]


	
James Lyons[image: External link], Admiral[image: External link][378]


	
William J. McDaniel[image: External link], Rear Admiral[image: External link][12]


	
Robert J. Spane[image: External link], Vice Admiral[image: External link][380]


	
Robert F. Schoultz[image: External link], Vice Admiral[image: External link][12]


	
John B. Totushek[image: External link], Vice Admiral[image: External link][378]


	
Jerry L. Unruh[image: External link], Vice Admiral[image: External link], Commander of the Third Fleet (1992–94)[12]


	
Michael E. Thornton[image: External link], Lieutenant, Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient[381]






International political figures

Current heads of state and government

Cambodia


	
Hun Sen[image: External link], Prime Minister of Cambodia[image: External link] (1985–), president of the Cambodian People's Party[image: External link] (2015–)[394]




Hungary


	
Viktor Orbán, Prime Minister of Hungary[image: External link] (1998–2002, 2010–), president of the national conservative[image: External link] Fidesz[image: External link] party (1993–2000, 2003–)[395][396]




Czech Republic


	
Miloš Zeman[image: External link], 3rd President of the Czech Republic[image: External link] (2013–), member of the Party of Civic Rights[image: External link] (2009–), former leader of the Social Democratic Party[image: External link] (1993–2001)[397]




South Sudan


	
Salva Kiir Mayardit[image: External link], President of South Sudan[image: External link] (2011–), chairman of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement[image: External link][398]




Former Heads of state and government

Australia


	
Tony Abbott[image: External link], Australian politician, MP[image: External link], former Prime Minister of Australia[image: External link] (2013–15) and leader of the Liberal Party[image: External link][399]




Estonia


	
Edgar Savisaar[image: External link], Estonian politician, MP[image: External link], former Mayor of Tallinn[image: External link] (2001–04, 2007–15), former Minister of Economic Affairs and Communications (2005–07), former Minister of the Interior[image: External link] (1995), former acting Prime Minister of Estonia[image: External link] (1990–92), and leader of the center-left Estonian Centre Party[image: External link] (1991–)[400]




National ministers and secretaries

India


	
Subramanian Swamy[image: External link], Indian politician, MP[image: External link], former Minister of Commerce and Industry[image: External link] (1990–91), and member of the conservative[image: External link] Bharatiya Janata Party[image: External link][401]




Serbia


	
Vojislav Šešelj[image: External link], Serbian politician, MP[image: External link], former Deputy Prime Minister[image: External link] (1998–2000), founder and president of the far-right[image: External link] Serbian Radical Party[image: External link] (1991–)[402][403]




United Kingdom



	
David Richards[image: External link], British general and politician, Lord[image: External link], former Chief of the Defence Staff[image: External link] of the British Armed Forces[image: External link][404]


	
Iain Duncan Smith[image: External link], British politician, MP[image: External link], former Shadow Secretary of State for Defence (1999–2001), former leader of the Conservative Party (2001–03), and former Secretary of State for Work and Pensions[image: External link] (2010–16)[405]






Members of national and supranational parliaments

Australia



	
Cory Bernardi[image: External link], Australian politician, Senator[image: External link] and member of the Liberal Party[image: External link][406]


	
George Christensen[image: External link], Australian politician, MP[image: External link], and member of the National Party[image: External link][407]


	
Malcolm Roberts[image: External link], Australian politician, Senator[image: External link] and member of One Nation Party[image: External link][406]






Belgium


	
Filip Dewinter[image: External link], Belgian politician, Flemish MP[image: External link] and member of the Flemish nationalist[image: External link] Vlaams Belang[image: External link] party[408]




Canada


	
Ben Lobb[image: External link], Canadian politician, MP[image: External link] and member of the Conservative Party of Canada[image: External link][409]




Denmark


	
Kenneth Kristensen Berth[image: External link], Danish politician, MP[image: External link], and member of the national conservative[image: External link] Danish People's Party[image: External link][410][411]




France



	
Gilbert Collard[image: External link], French politician, MP[image: External link], member of the Rassemblement bleu Marine[image: External link] coalition[412]


	
Marion Maréchal-Le Pen[image: External link], French politician, MP[image: External link], and member of the nationalist[image: External link] Front National[image: External link][413]


	
Jean-Frédéric Poisson[image: External link], French politician, MP[image: External link], and president of the conservative[image: External link] Christian Democratic Party[image: External link][414] · .[415]


	
David Rachline[image: External link], French politician, Senator[image: External link], Mayor of Fréjus[image: External link], and member of the nationalist[image: External link] Front National[image: External link][412]






Greece


	
Ilias Panagiotaros[image: External link], Greek politician, MP[image: External link], and member of the far-right[image: External link] Golden Dawn[image: External link] party[416]




Israel


	
Oren Hazan[image: External link], Israeli politician, MK[image: External link], and member of Likud[image: External link][417]




Norway


	
Ulf Leirstein[image: External link], Norwegian politician, MP[image: External link], and member of the conservative-liberal[image: External link] Progress Party[image: External link][418][419]




Russia



	
Aleksey Pushkov[image: External link], Russian politician, MP[image: External link], head of the Foreign Affairs Committee in the State Duma[image: External link], and member of United Russia[image: External link][420]


	
Robert Schlegel[image: External link], Member of the Russian State Duma, member of United Russia[image: External link][421]


	
Vladimir Zhirinovsky[image: External link], Russian politician, MP[image: External link], Vice Chairman of the State Duma[image: External link], and leader of the far-right[image: External link] Liberal Democratic Party of Russia[image: External link] (1989–)[422]






Kenya


	
Mike Sonko[image: External link], Kenyan politician, Senator[image: External link] and member of the The National Alliance[image: External link][423]




United Kingdom



	
Philip Davies[image: External link], British politician, MP[image: External link], and member of the Conservative Party[424]


	
Michael Fabricant[image: External link], British politician, MP[image: External link], and member of the Conservative Party[425]


	
Jacob Rees-Mogg[image: External link], British politician, MP[image: External link], and member of the Conservative Party[426]






Regional ministers, legislators, and party leaders

Australia


	
Pauline Hanson[image: External link], Australian politician, Senator[image: External link], and leader of the One Nation Party[image: External link] (1997–2002, 2014–)[427]




Belgium



	
Mischaël Modrikamen[image: External link], Belgian politician and leader of the national conservative[image: External link] People's Party[image: External link] (2009–)[428]


	
Tom Van Grieken[image: External link], Belgian politician, Flemish MP[image: External link], and leader of the Flemish nationalist[image: External link] Vlaams Belang[image: External link] party (2014–)[429]






Crimea


	
Andrey Rostenko[image: External link], Russian politician, Mayor of Yalta[image: External link], Crimea[image: External link][430]




Czech Republic


	
Tomio Okamura[image: External link], Czech politician, leader of Freedom and Direct Democracy[image: External link][431]




Estonia


	
Mart Helme[image: External link], Estonian politician, MP[image: External link], former Ambassador to Russia (1995–99), and chairman of the national conservative[image: External link] Conservative People's Party of Estonia[image: External link] (2013–)[432]




France



	
Marine Le Pen[image: External link], French politician, MEP[image: External link], and leader of the nationalist[image: External link] Front National[image: External link] (2011–)[433]


	
Henry de Lesquen[image: External link], French politician, president of the Club de l'Horloge[image: External link] national conservative[image: External link] think tank, founder and president of the National Liberal Party (2016–), and 2017 presidential candidate[434]


	
Robert Ménard[image: External link], French politician and independent Mayor of Béziers[image: External link] (supported by Front National[image: External link])[408]






Germany


	
Frauke Petry[image: External link], German politician and leader of the Alternative for Germany[image: External link][435]




Iraq


	
Nseeif Al-Khattabi, Iraqi politician, Governor of the Karbala Governorate[image: External link][436]




Italy



	
Matteo Salvini[image: External link], Italian politician, MEP[image: External link], and leader of the regionalist[image: External link] and anti-immigration[image: External link] Lega Nord[image: External link] (2013–)[437]


	
Giovanni Toti[image: External link], Italian politician, President of Liguria[image: External link] and member of Forza Italia[image: External link].[438]






Morocco


	
Hamid Chabat[image: External link], Moroccan politician, MP[image: External link], Mayor of Fez[image: External link], Secretary-General of the conservative[image: External link] Istiqlal Party[image: External link] (2012–)[439]




Norway



	
Makvan Kasheikal, Norwegian politician, leader of the Democrats in Norway[image: External link][440]


	
Erik Selle[image: External link], Norwegian politician, leader of The Christians Party[image: External link], and Major[image: External link] in the Home Guard[image: External link][441][442]






Poland


	
Janusz Korwin-Mikke[image: External link], Polish politician, MEP[image: External link], and leader of Coalition for the Renewal of the Republic–Liberty and Hope[image: External link][443]




Sweden


	
Jimmie Åkesson[image: External link], Swedish politician, MP[image: External link], and leader of the Sweden Democrats[image: External link][444]




Netherlands


	
Geert Wilders[image: External link], Dutch politician, MP[image: External link], and leader of the anti-Islam Party for Freedom[image: External link] (2006–)[445]




Slovenia


	
Andrej Šiško[image: External link], leader of the right-wing Movement of United Slovenia[446]




United Kingdom


	
Nigel Farage[image: External link], British politician, MEP[image: External link] and leader of the UK Independence Party[image: External link][447]




Former regional ministers, legislators, and party leaders

Australia



	
Mark Latham[image: External link], Australian politician, former MP[image: External link], former leader of the Australian Labor Party[image: External link] (2003–05), and author of Civilising Global Capital[448]


	
Ross Cameron[image: External link], Australian politician and political commentator, former MP[image: External link], member of the Liberal Party[image: External link][449][450]






Canada



	
Doug Ford, Jr.[image: External link], Canadian politician and businessman, member of the Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario[image: External link], former Toronto City Councillor[image: External link], 2014 candidate for Mayor of Toronto[image: External link] and brother of former Toronto Mayor Rob Ford[image: External link][451]


	
Myron Thompson[image: External link], former MP[image: External link], member of the Conservative Party of Canada[image: External link][452]






France


	
Jean-Marie Le Pen[image: External link], French politician, MEP[image: External link], founder and former leader of the nationalist[image: External link] Front National[image: External link] (1972–2011)[453]




Israel


	
Aryeh Eldad[image: External link], Israeli politician, former MK[image: External link], member of Otzma Yehudit[image: External link][454]




Norway


	
Carl I. Hagen[image: External link], Norwegian politician, former MP[image: External link], former Vice President of the Storting[image: External link], and former leader of the conservative-liberal[image: External link] Progress Party[image: External link] (1978–2006)[455]




Russia


	
Sergey Markov[image: External link], former Member of the Russian State Duma (2006–2008), member of United Russia[image: External link], president of the Institute of Political Studies[421]




Notable individuals

Commentators, writers, filmmakers and columnists



	
Scott Adams[image: External link], cartoonist, creator of Dilbert[image: External link][456]


	
Conrad Black[image: External link],[a] Canadian-born British former newspaper publisher, author and member of the House of Lords[457]


	
Eric Bolling[image: External link], commentator, co-host of The Five[image: External link] and Cashin' In[image: External link] on Fox News[458]


	
Andrew G. Bostom[image: External link], author and expert on Islam[20]


	
Floyd Brown[image: External link], author, speaker, and media commentator[11]


	
Ruthie Blum[image: External link], journalist, columnist, former features editor of the Jerusalem Post[image: External link], and current web editor at Algemeiner Journal[20]


	
Lionel Chetwynd[image: External link], screenwriter, motion picture and television film director and producer[20]


	
James Corum[image: External link], air power historian and scholar of counter-insurgency[20]


	
Ann Coulter,[a] political commentator and writer[459]


	
Adam Curry[image: External link], political commentator and former MTV VJ[460]


	
Dinesh D'Souza[image: External link], political commentator, author, and filmmaker[461]


	
Vox Day, publisher, activist, science fiction writer, journalist, musician, and video game designer[462]


	
Bo Dietl[image: External link], former NYPD detective and Fox News commentator[463]


	
Olavo de Carvalho[image: External link], Brazilian essayist whose interests include historical philosophy, the history of revolutionary movements, the traditionalist school and comparative religion[464]


	
Lou Dobbs[image: External link],[a] television personality, author, radio host and host of Lou Dobbs Tonight[image: External link] on Fox Business[image: External link][465]


	
Michael Scott Doran[image: External link], senior fellow at Hudson Institute[image: External link][20]


	
Matt Drudge[image: External link], political commentator, founder and editor of The Drudge Report[image: External link][466]


	
Aleksandr Dugin[image: External link],[a] Russian political scientist, author of The Foundations of Geopolitics[image: External link]: The Geopolitical Future of Russia and The Fourth Political Theory[image: External link], and member of the Eurasia Party[image: External link][467]


	
Nicholas J. Fuentes, Host of The NJF Show[468]


	
Diana Furchtgott-Roth[image: External link], economist[11]


	
Tsunehira Furuya[image: External link], Japanese critic and writer[469]


	
Brigitte Gabriel[image: External link], journalist, author, political lecturer and anti-Islamic activist[470]


	
Pamela Geller[image: External link], political activist and commentator[471]


	
George Gilder[image: External link], investor, writer, economist, techno-utopian advocate, and co-founder of the Discovery Institute[image: External link][20]


	
Joel Gilbert[image: External link], filmmaker[472]


	
Callista Gingrich[image: External link], co-author of Rediscovering God in America.[20]


	
David P. Goldman[image: External link] (a.k.a. "Spengler"), economist, music critic, and author[20]


	
Leon Hadar[image: External link], global affairs analyst, journalist, blogger and author[20]


	
Liangliang He[image: External link], anchor on Hong Kong–based Mandarin and Cantonese-language broadcaster Phoenix Television[image: External link][473]


	
Katie Hopkins[image: External link], newspaper columnist and TV personality[474]


	
David Horowitz[image: External link], conservative writer, founder and president of the David Horowitz Freedom Center[image: External link], and editor of FrontPage Magazine[image: External link][18]


	
Deal W. Hudson[image: External link], conservative political activist[20]


	
Carol Iannone[image: External link], columnist, literary critic, critic of feminism, and founding Vice President of the National Association of Scholars[image: External link].[20]


	
Paul Johnson[image: External link], journalist, historian, speechwriter and author[475]


	
Dmitry Kiselyov[image: External link],[a] Russian journalist and head of government-owned international news agency Rossiya Segodnya[image: External link][476][477]


	
Lawrence Kudlow[image: External link], conservative commentator, economic analyst, television personality, newspaper columnist and host of the The Kudlow Report[image: External link].[20]


	
Tomi Lahren, conservative commentator, internet personality[478]


	
Michael Ledeen[image: External link], historian, philosopher, foreign policy analyst, and writer.[20]


	
David Limbaugh[image: External link], conservative American political commentator and author[479]


	
Herbert London[image: External link], conservative activist, commentator, author, and academic[20]


	
John Lott[image: External link], economist, political commentator, and gun rights advocate.[20]


	
Michelle Malkin, blogger, political commentator, and author[480]


	
Scott McConnell[image: External link], founding editor of American Conservative[image: External link][20]


	
Gavin McInnes[image: External link],[a] writer, creative director, actor, comedian, and co-founder of Vice Media[image: External link][481][482]


	
Eric Metaxas[image: External link], author, speaker, and radio host[483]


	
Brian Patrick Mitchell[image: External link], writer, political theorist, and blogger[20]


	
Piers Morgan[image: External link], journalist and television personality, writer for the Daily Mail[image: External link][484]


	
Steven W. Mosher[image: External link], social scientist, pro-life activist, author, and president of the Population Research Institute[image: External link].[20]


	
William Murchison[image: External link], syndicated political columnist[20]


	
Deroy Murdock[image: External link], political commentor and a contributing editor with National Review Online[image: External link][11]


	
Melanie Phillips[image: External link], newspaper opinion columnist[485]


	
Norman Podhoretz, neoconservative pundit, former adviser to the U.S. Information Agency[image: External link] (1981–87), and writer for Commentary[image: External link][486]


	
Joel Pollak[image: External link], political commentator and author[487]


	
Alfred S. Regnery[image: External link], lawyer, author, and former publisher[11]


	
Michael Scheuer[image: External link],[a] former CIA intelligence officer, blogger, author, political analyst, and former Chief of the Bin Laden Issue Station[image: External link][488]


	
Hossein Shariatmadari[image: External link],[a] Iranian conservative journalist and editor-in-chief of Kayhan[image: External link][489]


	
Roger L. Simon[image: External link],[a] novelist, Academy Award-nominated screenwriter, and former CEO of PJ Media[image: External link][490]


	
Lauren Southern[image: External link], Canadian Libertarian Commentator[491]


	
J. Michael Straczynski[image: External link], author and screenwriter[492]


	
Jared Taylor[image: External link],[a] white nationalist and political writer, founder of American Renaissance[image: External link] magazine[493][494]


	
Ross Terrill[image: External link], academic, historian and journalist, expert in the history of China[20]


	
Cal Thomas[image: External link], conservative syndicated columnist, pundit, author and radio commentator[495]


	
Emmett Tyrrell, conservative magazine editor[20]


	
Daryush Valizadeh[image: External link], writer and creator of the Return Of Kings website[496]


	
Bradley C.S. Watson[image: External link], political science educator, lawyer, and writer[20]


	
Diana West[image: External link], author and columnist[497]


	
Milo Yiannopoulos[image: External link],[a] British political commentator[498]


	
Slavoj Žižek[image: External link], psychoanalytic philosopher, cultural critic, and Marxist[499]






Businesspersons



	
Sheldon Adelson[image: External link], CEO of Las Vegas Sands[image: External link][500]


	
Roger Ailes[image: External link], former Chairman and CEO of Fox News Channel, media consultant[image: External link] to presidential campaigns of Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan, and George H. W. Bush[501]


	
David R. Barker[image: External link], author, academic and businessman[502]


	
Thomas J. Barrack Jr.[image: External link], Founder and Chairman of Colony Capital[image: External link][503]


	
Andrew Beal[image: External link], Founder and Chairman of Beal Bank[image: External link][503]


	
William Harrison Binnie[image: External link], industrialist and investment banker, President of New Hampshire 1 Network and owner of Carlisle One Media, and Chairman of the Finance Committee for the New Hampshire Republican State Committee[504]


	
Ernie Boch Jr.[image: External link], CEO of Boch Industries[505]


	
Elliott Broidy[image: External link], venture capitalist[506][507]


	
Doug Burgum[image: External link], entrepreneur, philanthropist, former president of Great Plains Software[image: External link], former head of Microsoft Business Solutions, chairman of the board for Atlassian[image: External link], and 2016 Republican[image: External link] nominee for Governor[image: External link] of North Dakota[image: External link][508]


	
Herman Cain, businessman and Tea Party politician (former 2000 and 2012[image: External link] presidential candidate)[509]


	
Pete Coors[image: External link], businessman and chairman of MillerCoors[image: External link][510]


	
Jenny Craig[image: External link], founder of Jenny Craig Inc.[image: External link][511]


	
Darwin Deason[image: External link], businessman and political donor[511]


	
Daniel R. DiMicco[image: External link], former CEO of Nucor Corp[image: External link][512]


	
Kim Dotcom[image: External link], internet entrepreneur and political activist[513]


	
Marc Faber[image: External link], Swiss investor[514]


	
Sean Fieler[image: External link], businessman, philanthropist and conservative activist/donor[7]


	
Steve Feinberg[image: External link], financier and co-founder and CEO of Cerberus Capital Management[image: External link][512]


	
Kenneth Fisher[image: External link], investment analyst and the founder and chairman of Fisher Investments[image: External link][515]


	
Steve Forbes, publishing executive, Editor-in-Chief of Forbes, and business magnate (former 1996[image: External link] and 2000 presidential candidate)[516]


	
Neal B. Freeman[image: External link], founder of The Blackwell Corporation, former president of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting[image: External link].[20]


	
Foster Friess[image: External link], businessman and philanthropist[517]


	
David Green[image: External link], businessman and CEO of Hobby Lobby[image: External link][518]


	
Harold Hamm[image: External link], entrepreneur and oil industry pioneer[519]


	
Carl Icahn, business magnate, investor, activist shareholder, philanthropist, founder and majority shareholder of Icahn Enterprises[image: External link] and Chairman of Federal-Mogul[image: External link][520][521]


	
Peter Kalikow[image: External link], president of H. J. Kalikow & Company[522]


	
Robert Kiyosaki, businessman, investor, educator, motivational speaker and self-help author (authored two business books with the candidate)[523][524]


	
Bill Koch[image: External link], businessman, sailor, and collector[525]


	
Shalabh Kumar[image: External link], industrialist, philanthropist, and founder and head of the Republican Hindu Coalition[526]


	
Charles Kushner[image: External link], real estate developer and co-owner of Kushner Properties[image: External link][527]


	
Jared Kushner, co-owner of Kushner Properties[image: External link], owner of The New York Observer[image: External link], son-in-law of the candidate[527]


	
Kenneth Langone[image: External link], co-founder of The Home Depot[image: External link][528]


	
Richard LeFrak[image: External link], real-estate businessman[529]


	
Howard Lorber[image: External link], businessman, investor and CEO of Vector Group[image: External link][512]


	
Ted Malloch[image: External link], CEO of The Roosevelt Group[20]


	
David Malpass[image: External link], founder and president of Encima Global LLC, Deputy Assistant Treasury Secretary under President Ronald Reagan, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State under President George H. W. Bush[512]


	
Doug Manchester[image: External link], businessman, real estate developer, and former newspaper publisher[530]


	
Bernard Marcus[image: External link], businessman, philanthropist, co-founder and former CEO of The Home Depot[image: External link][531]


	
Linda McMahon, former President and CEO of WWE and Republican[image: External link] nominee for Senate from Connecticut in 2010[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link][532]


	
Robert Mercer[image: External link], computer scientist and co-CEO of Renaissance Technologies[image: External link][533]


	
Larry Mizel[image: External link], chairman and CEO of MDC Holdings[image: External link][534]


	
Steven Mnuchin, banker, political fundraiser, CEO of Dune Capital Management and Finance Chair of the Donald Trump 2016 presidential campaign[512]


	
Stephen Moore[image: External link], economic writer, policy analyst, co-founder and former president of the Club for Growth[image: External link], former member of the Wall Street Journal editorial board, and former chief economist for The Heritage Foundation[image: External link][512]


	
Rupert Murdoch[image: External link], media mogul, CEO of Fox News[535]


	
Robert E. Murray[image: External link], CEO of Murray Energy Corporation[536]


	
Terry Neese[image: External link], founder of Terry Neese Personnel Services and the Institute for the Economic Empowerment of Women[502]


	
John Paulson[image: External link], hedge fund manager and president of Paulson & Co.[image: External link][512]


	
Joe Ricketts[image: External link], founder, former CEO and former chairman of TD Ameritrade[image: External link][537]


	
Wayne Allyn Root[image: External link], businessman, politician, television and radio personality (Libertarian Party nominee for Vice President in 2008[image: External link])[538]


	
Wilbur Ross, investor, owner of WL Ross & Co.[image: External link], owner of International Steel Group[image: External link], vice chairman of Bank of Cyprus[image: External link][539]


	
Steven Roth[image: External link], real estate investor and CEO of Vornado Realty Trust[image: External link][512]


	
Phil Ruffin[image: External link], businessman and partner of Trump Hotel Las Vegas[540]


	
Anthony Scaramucci[image: External link], financier, entrepreneur, author, founder and a co-managing partner of SkyBridge Capital[image: External link], and host of Wall Street Week[image: External link] on Fox Business[image: External link][541]


	
Martin Selig[image: External link], founder and owner of Martin Selig Real Estate[image: External link][515]


	
German Sterligov[image: External link], Russian businessman and environmentalist.[542]


	
Jon Taffer[image: External link], bar consultant, television personality, founder and owner of his own media company[543]


	
Paul Teutul Sr.[image: External link], Co. founder of Orange County Choppers[image: External link][544]


	
Peter Thiel[image: External link], entrepreneur, venture capitalist, hedge fund manager, co-founder of PayPal[image: External link], board member of Facebook[image: External link], libertarian, and transhumanist[image: External link][545]


	
Donald Trump Jr., businessman, son of the candidate[546]


	
Eric Trump, businessman and philanthropist, son of the candidate[547]


	
Ivanka Trump, businesswoman, writer, and former model, daughter of the candidate[548]


	
Dana White[image: External link], President of Ultimate Fighting Championship[image: External link][549]


	
Vladimir Yakunin[image: External link], Russian businessman, public figure, former president of Russian Railways[image: External link], and founder and president of the World Public Forum "Dialogue of Civilizations"[550]


	
Richard Yuengling Jr.[image: External link], owner of Yuengling Brewery[image: External link][551]






Political strategists


	
Mark Corallo[image: External link], political communications and public relations professional, co-founder and co-principal of Corallo Comstock[7]


	
Harlan Hill[image: External link], political strategist ( Democratic[image: External link])[552]


	
Steve Hilton[image: External link], British political strategist[553]


	
Paul Manafort, lobbyist, political consultant, and former director at the Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions[image: External link][554]


	
Dick Morris[image: External link], political author and commentator, former pollster, political campaign consultant, and general political consultant[555]


	
David Saunders[image: External link], political strategist and author ( Democratic[image: External link])[556]




Radio hosts



	
Mark Belling[image: External link][557]


	
Anthony Cumia[image: External link][558]


	
Andy Dean[image: External link][559]


	
Wayne Dupree[560]


	
Larry Elder[image: External link][561]


	
Mike Francesa[image: External link][562]


	
John Fredericks[image: External link][a][563]


	
Sean Hannity, also host of Hannity[image: External link] on Fox News Channel[564]


	
Laura Ingraham[565]


	
Alex Jones[a][566]


	
Lars Larson[image: External link][a][567][568][569]


	
Mark Levin[570]


	
Rush Limbaugh[571]


	
Dennis Prager[572]


	
Jeff Rense[image: External link][573][574]


	
Michael Savage[a][575]






Religious leaders


	
Wellington Boone[image: External link], evangelical Protestant leader, church planter and author[576]


	
Shmuley Boteach[image: External link], Orthodox Jewish rabbi, author, TV host and public speaker[577]


	
C.L. Bryant[image: External link], Baptist minister, radio and television host[578]


	
Mark Burns[image: External link], pastor and co-founder of the South Carolina-based Christian TV network, The NOW Network[579]


	
James Dobson, evangelical Protestant author, psychologist, and founder of Focus on the Family[image: External link][580]


	
Jerry Falwell Jr., president of Liberty University[581][582]


	
Jim Garlow[image: External link], pastor of Skyline Church[image: External link][583]


	
John Hagee[image: External link], founder and senior pastor of Cornerstone Church and CEO of Global Evangelism Television[584]


	
Robert Jeffress[image: External link], pastor of First Baptist Church[image: External link] in Dallas[image: External link], Texas[image: External link][585]


	
James F. Linzey[image: External link], ordained minister[image: External link] in the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link][384]


	
Mike Murdock[image: External link], singer-songwriter, televangelist and pastor of the Wisdom Center ministry[586]


	
Frank Pavone[image: External link], National Director of Priests for Life[image: External link][7]


	
Ralph E. Reed Jr.[image: External link], conservative activist, former director of the Christian Coalition[image: External link], founder of the Faith and Freedom Coalition[image: External link], and 2006 Republican candidate for Lieutenant Governor of Georgia[image: External link][587]


	
Paula White, televangelist[588]




Republican Party figures


	
Gary Bauer, politician and activist[589]


	
Morton Blackwell[image: External link], Republican National Committeeman from Virginia[image: External link][11]


	
Dan Bongino[image: External link], former United States Secret Service agent, 2016 Republican candidate for Florida's 19th congressional district[image: External link][590]


	
Jim Brulte[image: External link], Chairman of the California Republican Party[11]


	
Patrick Davis[image: External link], political consultant and strategist[16]


	
Arnaldo Ferraro[image: External link], Republican Party chairman of Kings County, New York[image: External link][591]


	
Ed Gillespie, former chairman of the Republican National Committee (2003–05), former Counselor to the President[image: External link] (2007–09), and 2017 Republican[image: External link] candidate for Governor[image: External link] of Virginia[image: External link][214]


	
Eric Greitens[image: External link], 2016 Republican nominee for Governor of Missouri[image: External link][35]


	
Josh Hawley[image: External link], 2016 Republican nominee for Missouri Attorney General[image: External link][35]


	
Tirso del Junco[image: External link], former Chairman of the California Republican Party[11]


	
Joseph Mondello[image: External link], Republican Party chairman of Nassau County[image: External link][592]


	
Paul Nehlen[image: External link], businessman, inventor, pro bono consultant, author, and 2016[image: External link] Republican[image: External link] candidate for Wisconsin's 1st congressional district[image: External link][593]


	
Tom Pauken[image: External link], former Chairman of the Texas Republican Party[image: External link][11]


	
Reince Priebus, chairman of the Republican National Committee (2011–2017), former chairman of the Republican Party of Wisconsin[594]


	
Ronna Romney McDaniel, chairwoman of the Michigan Republican Party, member of the Romney family[image: External link][595]


	
Christine Jack Toretti[image: External link], Republican National Committeewoman from Pennsylvania[331]


	
Chuck Yob[image: External link], former Republican National Committeeman from Michigan[image: External link][353]




Social and political activists


	
Christopher R. Barron[image: External link], political activist and consultant, former national political director for Log Cabin Republicans, co-founder of GOProud, an organization representing conservative gays, president of CapSouth Consulting, and founder of LGBT for Trump[596]


	
Ammon Bundy[image: External link], leader of the occupation of the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge[image: External link][597]


	
Chris W. Cox[image: External link], executive director, National Rifle Association Institute for Legislative Action[image: External link][598]


	
Marjorie Dannenfelser[image: External link], pro-life activist and president of the Susan B. Anthony List[image: External link][7]


	
Elizabeth Emken[image: External link], former president of Autism Speaks[image: External link] and Republican[image: External link] nominee for Senate from California in 2012[image: External link][18]


	
Edwin Feulner[image: External link], former president of the Heritage Foundation[image: External link][11]


	
Day Gardner[image: External link], founder and president of The National Black Pro Life Union and Associate Director of National Pro-Life Center[599][600]


	
Jim Gilchrist[image: External link], co-founder and leader of the Minuteman Project[image: External link][601]


	
Clarence Henderson[image: External link], civil rights activist and participant in the Woolworth sit-in[image: External link][602]


	
Alveda King, activist, niece of Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link][603]


	
Amy Kremer[image: External link], Tea Party activist[604]


	
David Lane[image: External link], social conservative Christian activist[303]


	
Jenny Beth Martin[image: External link], co-founder and national coordinator of the Tea Party Patriots[image: External link][605]


	
K. T. McFarland[image: External link], Senior Fellow at the American Conservative Union[image: External link][24]


	
Jimmy McMillan, rent activist, perennial candidate, and founder of The Rent Is Too Damn High Party[image: External link][606]


	
Troy Newman[image: External link], president of the anti-abortion organization Operation Rescue[image: External link][607]


	
Grover Norquist[image: External link], political advocate and president of Americans for Tax Reform[image: External link][608]


	
CJ Pearson[image: External link], political activist, political commentator and journalist[609]


	
Jerry Regier[image: External link], founder and first President of the Family Research Council[image: External link][11]


	
Thomas Robb[image: External link], national director of the Knights Party[image: External link][610][611]


	
Brooke Rollins[image: External link], president of the Texas Public Policy Foundation[image: External link][278]


	
Austin Ruse[image: External link], President of the Catholic Family and Human Rights Institute[image: External link][7]


	
Phyllis Schlafly, (deceased) conservative activist and founder of the Eagle Forum[image: External link][612]


	
Matt Schlapp[image: External link], president of the American Conservative Union[image: External link][7]


	
Orly Taitz[image: External link], conservative activist, attorney and known figure in the "birther" movement[613]


	
Milton Wolf[image: External link], physician, Tea Party activist and second cousin, once removed of Barack Obama[614]


	
Joe "The Plumber" Wurzelbacher[image: External link], conservative activist and commentator[615]




University and academic figures

Current



	
A.D. Amar[image: External link], Professor of Management at Seton Hall University[image: External link][616]


	
Larry P. Arnn[image: External link], president of Hillsdale College[image: External link][20]


	
Hadley Arkes[image: External link], political scientist and the Edward N. Ney Professor of Jurisprudence and American Institutions emeritus at Amherst College[image: External link][617]


	
Mark Bauerlein[image: External link], Professor of English at Emory University[image: External link].[20]


	
Jay Bergman[image: External link], Professor of History at Central Connecticut State University[image: External link], president of the of directors Connecticut affiliate of the National Association of Scholars, and member of the Connecticut Advisory Committee to the United States Commission on Civil Rights[image: External link].[20]


	
Walter Block[image: External link], Professor of Economics at the J. A. Butt School of Business at Loyola University New Orleans[image: External link], senior fellow at the Ludwig von Mises Institute[image: External link], and author of Defending the Undefendable[image: External link][618]


	
Daniel Bonevac[image: External link], Professor of Philosophy at the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link][20]


	
F.H. Buckley[image: External link], Foundation Professor at George Mason University School of Law[image: External link].[20]


	
Thomas DiLorenzo[image: External link], Professor of Economics at the Loyola University Maryland[image: External link] Sellinger School of Business[image: External link], research fellow at The Independent Institute[image: External link], senior fellow at the Ludwig von Mises Institute[image: External link] and member of the Mont Pelerin Society[image: External link][619]


	
John C. Eastman[image: External link], Henry Salvatori Professor of Law & Community Service at the Chapman University School of Law[image: External link].[20]


	
Burton W. Folsom Jr.[image: External link] of Hillsdale College[image: External link][20]


	
Bruce Frohnen[image: External link], Professor of Law at Ohio Northern University[image: External link] College of Law.[20]


	
Lino Graglia[image: External link], A. W. Walker Centennial Chair in Law at University of Texas[image: External link][20]


	
Wayne Grudem[image: External link], Research Professor of Theology and Biblical Studies at Phoenix Seminary[image: External link][620][621][622]


	
Anne Hendershott[image: External link], Professor of Psychology at Franciscan University[image: External link][20]


	
Charles R. Kesler[image: External link], Professor of Government/Political Science at Claremont McKenna College[image: External link] and Claremont Graduate University[image: External link][20]


	
E. Christian Kopff[image: External link], Professor of Classics at University Of Colorado Boulder[image: External link][20]


	
James F. Linzey[image: External link], Chief Editor of the Modern English Version and ordained minister[image: External link] in the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link][384]


	
Robert Oscar Lopez[image: External link], Associate Professor of English and Classics at California State University, Northridge[image: External link].[20]


	
Henry R. Nau[image: External link], Professor of Political Science and International Affairs at Elliott School of International Affairs[image: External link] at George Washington University[image: External link][11]


	
Peter Navarro, Professor of Economics and Public Policy at the Paul Merage School of Business[image: External link], University of California, Irvine[image: External link][623]


	
Walid Phares[image: External link], professor at the National Intelligence University and president of the Global Policy Institute think tank[15]


	
Daniel N. Robinson[image: External link], professor of philosophy at Georgetown University[image: External link][624]


	
Ronald Rotunda[image: External link], Professor of Law at Chapman University School of Law[image: External link][20]


	
Paul Rubin[image: External link], Samuel Candler Dobbs Professor of Economics at Emory University[image: External link][20]


	
Ronald J. Rychlak[image: External link], Associate Dean For Academic Affairs and the Mississippi Defense Lawyers Association Professor of Law at the University of Mississippi School of Law[image: External link][20]


	
Larry Schweikart[image: External link], Professor of History at University of Dayton[image: External link][20]


	
Harold See[image: External link], Professor of Law at Belmont University[image: External link][20]


	
Scott Soames[image: External link], Professor of Philosophy at the University of Southern California[image: External link][20]


	
Janet E. Smith[image: External link], Professor of Moral Theology at Sacred Heart Major Seminary[image: External link] in Detroit[image: External link], Michigan[625]


	
Carol M. Swain[image: External link], Professor of Political Science and Law at Vanderbilt University[image: External link].[626]


	
Frank J. Tipler[image: External link], mathematical physicist and cosmologist, holds a joint appointment in the Departments of Mathematics and Physics at Tulane University[627]


	
James Trefil[image: External link], Robinson Professor of Physics at George Mason University[image: External link][20]


	
Thomas G. West[image: External link], Professor of Politics at Hillsdale College[image: External link][20]


	
Clyde N. Wilson[image: External link], Professor of History at the University of South Carolina[image: External link], contributing editor for Chronicles: A Magazine of American Culture[image: External link] and Southern Partisan[image: External link] magazine, Chair of the Abbeville Institute[image: External link], and co-founder of the League of the South[image: External link][618]




Former


	
Stephen Balch[image: External link], founded the Institute for the Study of Western Civilization[image: External link] at Texas Tech University[image: External link], founding president of the National Association of Scholars[image: External link] (1987–2009), and 2007 National Humanities Medal[image: External link] laurite.[20]


	
Ben Carson, retired Johns Hopkins[image: External link] neurosurgeon[image: External link] (former 2016 presidential candidate)[628]


	
Victor Davis Hanson[image: External link], Professor Emeritus of Classics at California State University, Fresno[image: External link][629]


	
Thomas Lindsay[image: External link], former President of Shimer College[image: External link][20]


	
Modesto Maidique[image: External link], former President of Florida International University[image: External link][630]


	
Paul Gottfried[image: External link], former Professor of Humanities at Elizabethtown College[image: External link][618]


	
Ralph Raico[image: External link], former Professor of History at Buffalo State College[image: External link][618]


	
Milton J. Rosenberg[image: External link], Professor Emeritus of Psychology at the University of Chicago[image: External link][20]


	
Fred Singer[image: External link], Professor Emeritus of environmental science at the University of Virginia[image: External link][20]


	
Bradley C.S. Watson[image: External link], Professor of Politics at Saint Vincent College in Latrobe, Pennsylvania[20]


	
Robert Weissberg[image: External link], Professor Emeritus of political science at the University of Illinois[image: External link][20]






Lawyers


	
Tony Buzbee[image: External link][631]


	
Victoria Toensing[image: External link][11]


	
Adam Walinsky[image: External link] ( Democratic[image: External link])[632][633]




Other


	
Juanita Broaddrick[image: External link], former nursing home administrator, accused Bill Clinton of rape[634]


	
Gennifer Flowers[image: External link], former actress and author, had a sexual encounter with Bill Clinton[635]


	
Paula Jones[image: External link], former Arkansas state employee, accused Bill Clinton of sexual harassment[636]


	
Malik Obama[image: External link], half-brother of Barack Obama[637]


	
Kathy Shelton[image: External link], sexual assault survivor, Hillary Clinton was assigned as defense counsel for her rapist[638]


	Jimmy Webb, enlisted Infantry Marine (2005–2010), son of former Democratic[image: External link] Senator and presidential candidate Jim Webb[639]


	
Kathleen Willey[image: External link], former White House volunteer, accused Bill Clinton of sexual assault[638]




Celebrities

Actors and comedians



	
Kirstie Alley[image: External link][640]


	
Roseanne Barr[image: External link][641]


	
Scott Baio[image: External link][642]


	
Stephen Baldwin[image: External link][643][644]


	
Morgan Brittany[image: External link][645]


	
Benjy Bronk[image: External link][646]


	
Kimberlin Brown[image: External link][647]


	
Gary Busey[image: External link][648]


	
James Caan[image: External link][649]


	
Dean Cain[image: External link][650]


	
Kirk Cameron[image: External link][651]


	
Robert Davi[image: External link][652]


	
Stacey Dash[image: External link][653]


	
R. Lee Ermey[image: External link][654]


	
Lou Ferrigno[image: External link][655]


	
Kelsey Grammer[image: External link][656]


	
Jenna Jameson[image: External link][657]


	
Colby Keller[image: External link][658]


	
Bob Levy[image: External link][659]


	
Jerry Lewis[image: External link][660]


	
Amy Lindsay[image: External link][661]


	
Rich Little[image: External link][662]


	
Brandi Love[image: External link][a][663]


	
David McCallum[image: External link][664]


	
Dennis Miller[image: External link][665]


	
Michael Moriarty[image: External link][666]


	
Chuck Norris[image: External link][667]


	
Jim Norton[image: External link][668]


	
Susan Olsen[image: External link][669]


	
Joe Piscopo[image: External link][670]


	
Randy Quaid[image: External link][671]


	
John Ratzenberger[image: External link][672]


	
Antonio Sabàto Jr.[image: External link][673]


	
Steven Seagal[image: External link][674]


	
Nick Searcy[image: External link][675]


	
Kevin Sorbo[image: External link][676][677]


	
Kristy Swanson[image: External link][678]


	
Ann Turkel[image: External link][635]


	
Jean-Claude Van Damme[image: External link][679]


	
Jon Voight[image: External link][680]


	
Fred Williamson[image: External link][681]






Athletes and sports figures

Archery/Shooting


	
Kim Rhode[image: External link][682]




Baseball



	
Johnny Bench[image: External link][683]


	
George Brett[image: External link][684]


	
Clay Buchholz[image: External link][685]


	
Johnny Damon[image: External link][686]


	
Paul O'Neill[image: External link][686]


	
Jonathan Papelbon[image: External link][687]


	
John Rocker[image: External link][549]


	
Curt Schilling[image: External link][688]






Basketball



	
Gene Keady[image: External link][549][689]


	
Bob Knight[image: External link][549][690]


	
Billy Packer[image: External link][691]


	
Digger Phelps[image: External link][549][689]


	
Dennis Rodman[a][549][692][693]






Boxing, mixed martial arts and pro wrestling



	
Adrien Broner[image: External link][694]


	
Ted DiBiase[695]


	
Royce Gracie[image: External link][696]


	
Holly Holm[image: External link][697]


	
Don King[image: External link][698]


	
Jerry Lawler[699]


	
Dutch Mantel[image: External link][700]


	
Tito Ortiz[image: External link][701]


	
Chael Sonnen[image: External link][702]


	
Miesha Tate[image: External link][703]


	
Mike Tyson[549]


	
Chris Weidman[image: External link][704]






Football



	
Bill Belichick[image: External link][705]


	
Rocky Boiman[image: External link][706]


	
Bobby Bowden[image: External link][707]


	
Tom Brady[image: External link][705]


	
Jay Cutler[image: External link][708]


	
Mike Ditka[image: External link][709]


	
Vince Dooley[image: External link][710]


	
Tyler Eifert[image: External link][711]


	
John Elway[image: External link][712]


	
Rosey Grier[image: External link][713]


	
John Harbaugh[image: External link][714]


	
Lou Holtz[image: External link][549]


	
Richie Incognito[image: External link][715]


	
Woody Johnson[image: External link][716]


	
Robert Kraft[image: External link][717]


	
Mike Leach[image: External link][718]


	
Matt Light[image: External link][719]


	
AJ McCarron[image: External link][720]


	
Nick Mangold[image: External link][721]


	
Shawne Merriman[image: External link][549]


	
Burgess Owens[image: External link][722]


	
Terrell Owens[image: External link][723][724]


	
Rex Ryan[image: External link][725]


	
Mike Shanahan[image: External link][726]


	
Fred Smerlas[image: External link][727]


	
Fran Tarkenton[image: External link][728]


	
Tim Tebow[image: External link][729]


	
Herschel Walker[image: External link][730][731]


	
Derek Wolfe[image: External link][732]


	
Eric Wood[image: External link][732]






Golf



	
John Daly[image: External link][549]


	
Natalie Gulbis[image: External link][733]


	
Jack Nicklaus[image: External link][734]






Ice hockey


	
Robin Lehner[image: External link][735]




Racing



	
Mario Andretti[image: External link][736]


	
Mark Bailey[image: External link][737]


	
Clint Bowyer[image: External link][738]


	
Tanner Berryhill[image: External link][739]


	
P. J. Chesson[image: External link][740]


	
Richard Childress[image: External link][741]


	
Matt Crafton[image: External link][742]


	
Bobby Dotter[image: External link][743]


	
Bernie Ecclestone[image: External link][744]


	
Bill Elliott[image: External link][745]


	
Chase Elliott[image: External link][745]


	
Ray Evernham[image: External link][746]


	
Korbin Forrister[image: External link][747]


	
Brian France[image: External link][549]


	
Brendan Gaughan[image: External link][748]


	
Ernie Irvan[image: External link][749]


	
Ross Kenseth[image: External link][750]


	
Brad Keselowski[image: External link][751]


	
Arie Luyendyk[image: External link][752]


	
Mark Martin[image: External link][753]


	
Mary Mraz[image: External link][754]


	
Ryan Newman[image: External link][745]


	
Michael Osbon[image: External link][755]


	
Richard Petty[image: External link][756]


	
David Ragan[image: External link][745]


	
Graham Rahal[image: External link][757]


	
Jay Robinson[image: External link][758]


	
Brian Scott[image: External link][759]


	
Austin Wayne Self[image: External link][760]


	
Tim Self[image: External link][761]


	
Ken Smith[image: External link][762]


	
Reed Sorenson[image: External link][763]


	
Troy Stafford[image: External link][764]


	
Joseph Testino[image: External link][765]


	
Steve Urvan[image: External link][766]


	
Kenny Wallace[image: External link][767]


	
Michael Waltrip[image: External link][768]






Media personalities and socialites



	
Farrah Abraham[image: External link][769]


	
Dan Bilzerian[770]


	
Adam Curry[image: External link][771][772]


	
Diamond and Silk[image: External link][773]


	
Rachel Campos-Duffy[image: External link][107]


	
FPSRussia[image: External link][774]


	
Teresa Giudice[image: External link][775]


	
Rick Harrison[image: External link][776]


	
Paris Hilton[image: External link][777]


	
Jesse James[image: External link][778]


	
Danny Koker[image: External link][779]


	
Charlotte Laws[image: External link][780]


	
Steve Malzberg[image: External link][781]


	
Omarosa Manigault[782]


	
Judy Shalom Nir-Mozes[image: External link][783]


	
Jeanine Pirro[image: External link][784]


	
Phil Robertson[image: External link][785]


	
Sadie Robertson[image: External link][786]


	
Tila Tequila[image: External link][787]


	
Ivana Trump[788][789]


	
Dale Winton[image: External link][790]


	
Melissa Ann Young[image: External link][791]






Singers and musicians



	
Azealia Banks[image: External link][792]


	
Zoltan Bathory[image: External link][793]


	
Pat Boone[image: External link][635]


	
White Dawg[image: External link][794]


	
P Diddy[image: External link][795]


	
Young Dro[image: External link][796]


	
Larry Gatlin[image: External link][797]


	
Jesse Hughes[image: External link][798]


	
Kaya Jones[image: External link][799]


	
Filipp Kirkorov[image: External link][800]


	
Loretta Lynn[image: External link][801]


	
Justin Moore[image: External link][802]


	
Naked Cowboy[image: External link][803]


	
Wayne Newton[image: External link][804]


	
Ted Nugent[image: External link][805]


	
Brad Paisley[image: External link][806]


	
Kid Rock[image: External link][807]


	
Johnny Rotten[image: External link][808]


	
David Silveria[image: External link][809]


	
Gene Simmons[image: External link][810]


	
Red Steagall[image: External link][4]


	
Marc Terenzi[image: External link][811]


	
Joy Villa[image: External link][812]







	
Kanye West[813]




Newspapers, magazines, and other media


	Breitbart News

	
Israel Hayom[image: External link],[814] Israel's largest circulation newspaper.

	
The Crusader[image: External link], the official newspaper of the Ku Klux Klan[610][815] (denounced by Trump's campaign)[816]


	
Florida Times-Union[image: External link], Jacksonville, Florida[817]


	
New York Post, New York City[818]


	
New York Observer[image: External link], New York City (owned by Jared Kushner, Trump's son-in-law)[819]


	
Las Vegas Review-Journal[image: External link], Las Vegas, Nevada[820][821]


	
Long Island Jewish World[image: External link], Long Island, New York[822]


	
The National Enquirer[image: External link][823]


	
Santa Barbara News-Press[image: External link], Santa Barbara, California[824]


	
St. Joseph News-Press[image: External link] , St Joseph Missouri[824][825]


	
The Times-Gazette[image: External link], Hillsboro, Ohio[826]




National organizations


	
American Energy Alliance[image: External link][827]


	
Hindu Sena[image: External link], Indian Hindu nationalist[image: External link] organization[828]


	
International Defensive Pistol Association[image: External link][829]


	
National Black Republican Association[image: External link][830]


	
National Right to Life Committee[image: External link][831]


	
National Rifle Association[image: External link][832]


	
Tea Party Patriots Citizens Fund[image: External link][833]


	
Traditionalist Youth Network[image: External link][834]


	
Veterans for a Strong America[image: External link][835]


	
West Virginia Coal Association[image: External link][836]




State and local organizations


	
Log Cabin Republicans: Cleveland[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link], Houston[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], Miami[image: External link], Orange County[image: External link], and Texas[image: External link] chapters[837][838]




Labor unions


	
Fraternal Order of Police[image: External link][839]


	
National Border Patrol Council[image: External link], largest border patrol union in U.S. representing 16,000 members. (First presidential endorsement in union's history.)[840]


	National Immigration and Customs Enforcement Council, union representing Immigration and Customs Enforcement[image: External link] (First presidential endorsement in union's history.)[841]




U.S. State Political parties


	
Conservative Party of New York State[image: External link][842]


	
Independent Party of Delaware[image: External link][843]




Minor Political parties


	
American Freedom Party[image: External link][844][845]


	
American Independent Party[image: External link][846]


	
National States' Rights Party[image: External link][847]




Foreign organizations


	
Golden Dawn[image: External link] (Alleged)[848]


	
Serbian Radical Party[image: External link] (Alleged)[849]




Retracted endorsements



	
Scott Adams[image: External link], cartoonist, creator of Dilbert[image: External link] (retracted October 8, 2016; re-endorsed on October 25, 2016)[850][851][852]


	
Kirstie Alley[image: External link], actress (retracted October 9, 2016, re-endorsed on November 8, 2016)[853][854]


	
Azealia Banks[image: External link], singer[855][856][857] (retracted October 8, 2016; re-endorsed on November 9, 2016)

	
Aaron Carter[image: External link], singer (retracted April 29, 2016)[858][859]


	
Etana[image: External link], singer (retracted September 2016)[860]


	
Hugh Hewitt[image: External link], radio host (said Trump should withdraw October 8, 2016)[861][862]


	
Jack Welch[image: External link], former CEO of General Electric[image: External link] (retracted October 8, 2016)[863]






Retracting Republican Party figures

See also: Donald Trump and Billy Bush recording controversy § Republican Party[image: External link]




	
William Bennett[image: External link], Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy[image: External link] (1989–90)[16][864] (retracted October 8, 2016, re-endorsed October 30, 2016)[20]


	
Robert J. Bentley[image: External link], 53rd Governor of Alabama[image: External link][865] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Brian Calley[image: External link], 63rd Lieutenant Governor of Michigan[image: External link][866][867] (retracted October 10, 2016)

	
Jason Chaffetz[image: External link], U.S. Representative for Utah's 3rd congressional district[868] (retracted October 7, 2016 but announced on October 26, 2016 he will still vote for Trump)[869]


	
Mike Crapo[image: External link], U.S. Senator from Idaho[image: External link][870] (retracted October 8, 2016 but announced on October 24, 2016 he will still vote for Trump)[871]


	
Rodney Davis[image: External link], U.S. Representative for Illinois's 13th congressional district[872] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Dennis Daugaard[image: External link], Governor of South Dakota[873] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Carly Fiorina, former CEO of Hewlett Packard[image: External link], former 2016 candidate for president[874][875][876] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Jeff Fortenberry[image: External link], U.S. Representative for Nebraska's 1st congressional district[131] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Cory Gardner[image: External link], U.S. Senator for Colorado[877] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Scott Garrett[image: External link], U.S. Representative for New Jersey's 5th congressional district.[878] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Darryl Glenn[image: External link], County Commissioner in El Paso County, Colorado[image: External link][879][880] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Cresent Hardy[image: External link], U.S. Representative for Nevada's 4th congressional district[881] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Joe Heck[image: External link], U.S. Representative for Nevada's 3rd congressional district[881] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Gary Herbert[image: External link], 17th Governor of Utah[image: External link][868] (retracted October 7, 2016)

	
Jon Huntsman Jr.[image: External link], 16th Governor of Utah[image: External link] (2005–09)[868][882] (retracted October 7, 2016)

	
Mark Kirk[image: External link], U.S. Senator for Illinois[883] (retracted June 7, 2016)

	
Frank LoBiondo[image: External link], U.S. Representative for New Jersey's 2nd congressional district[884] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
John McCain, U.S. Senator for Arizona[885] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Erik Paulsen[image: External link], U.S. Representative for Minnesota's 3rd congressional district[886] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Tim Pawlenty[image: External link], 39th Governor of Minnesota[image: External link] (2003–11)[887] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Rob Portman[image: External link], U.S. Senator for Ohio[888] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Michael Reagan[image: External link], son of the 40th President Ronald Reagan[889] (retracted October 2, 2016)

	
Martha Roby[image: External link], U.S. Representative for Alabama's 2nd congressional district[890] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Tom Rooney[image: External link], U.S. Representative for Florida's 16th congressional district[876] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Brian Sandoval[image: External link], Governor of Nevada[891] (retracted June 7, 2016)

	
Mike Simpson[image: External link], U.S. Representative for Idaho's 2nd congressional district[892][893] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
Ben Stein[image: External link], actor and political commentator; speechwriter for Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford[894] (retracted October 9, 2016)

	
Chris Stewart[image: External link], U.S. Representative for Utah's 2nd congressional district.[868][895] (retracted October 8, 2016; said he would vote for Trump on October 27, 2016)[896]


	
Dan Sullivan[image: External link], U.S. Senator from Alaska[897] (retracted October 8, 2016)

	
David Valadao[image: External link], U.S. Representative for California's 21st congressional district[898] (retracted June 22, 2016)

	
Ann Wagner[image: External link], U.S. Representative for Missouri's 2nd congressional district[872] (retracted October 8, 2016)





Business Leaders



	Name
	Associated Organizations and Role
	Known Donation Amount



	Sheldon Adelson[image: External link]
	
Las Vegas Sands[image: External link], Chairman
	$25,000,000



	Pete Coors[image: External link]
	
MillerCoors[image: External link], Chairman
	Unknown



	Jim Davis[image: External link]
	
New Balance[image: External link], Owner & Chairperson
	$400,000



	Steve Forbes
	
Forbes, CEO
	Unknown



	Brian France[image: External link]
	
NASCAR[image: External link], CEO
	Unknown



	David Green[image: External link]
	
Hobby Lobby[image: External link], CEO
	Unknown



	Diane Hendricks[image: External link]
	
ABC Supply[image: External link], CEO
	Unknown



	Jared Kushner
	
Kushner Properties[image: External link], Owner
	Unknown



	
Peter Thiel[image: External link][899]

	
Paypal[image: External link], Founder
Facebook, Board Member

Palantir, Founder

Trump Administration, Tech Adviser


	$1.25 Million[900]




	Dana White[image: External link]
	
UFC[image: External link], President
	Unknown



	Richard Yuengling Jr.[image: External link]
	
Yuengling[image: External link], Owner
	Unknown




See also


	List of Hillary Clinton presidential campaign political endorsements, 2016

	List of Hillary Clinton presidential campaign non-political endorsements, 2016

	List of Gary Johnson presidential campaign endorsements, 2016

	List of Republicans opposing Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016[image: External link]

	List of Bernie Sanders presidential campaign endorsements, 2016

	List of Jill Stein presidential campaign endorsements, 2016

	Newspaper endorsements in the United States presidential primaries, 2016

	Newspaper endorsements in the United States presidential election, 2016



Notes



	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg Indicated support before Donald Trump's presumptive nomination on May 4.
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The 2016 United States presidential election debates were a series of debates[image: External link] held for the 2016 U.S. presidential general election[image: External link]. The Commission on Presidential Debates[image: External link] (CPD), a bipartisan[image: External link] organization formed in 1987, organized three debates among the major presidential candidates. The first presidential debate for the 2016 election took place on September 26, 2016, and set the record as the most-watched debate in American history, with 84 million viewers. The only vice-presidential debate was held on October 4. The second presidential debate took place on October 9, and the final debate took place on October 19. All CPD debates occurred from approximately 9 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. EDT (6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. PDT).

Only the Democratic[image: External link] nominee Hillary Clinton and the Republican[image: External link] nominee Donald Trump met the criteria for inclusion in the debates, and thus were the only two to appear in the debates. Hillary Clinton was considered to have won all three presidential debates in scientific opinion polls of likely voters. Despite this, Donald Trump won the presidential election held on November 8.
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 Debate organizers




Main article: Commission on Presidential Debates[image: External link]


The Commission on Presidential Debates stipulates three criteria for eligibility for the presidential debates: constitutional eligibility to serve as president, appearance on enough ballots to potentially reach 270 electoral votes[image: External link], and an average at least 15% on five selected national polls.[1] For the vice-presidential debate, the running mates of the presidential candidates qualifying for the first presidential debate will be invited.[1] By mid-September Hillary Clinton, Donald Trump, Gary Johnson, and Jill Stein were on enough ballots to reach 270 electoral votes; however, only Clinton and Trump have reached the 15% polling threshold.[2] As of August 2016, Johnson and Stein had polled as high as 13% and 7%, respectively, and had an average of 8.3% and 3%, respectively.[3]

On August 15, the CPD announced that it would use the most recent CBS/New York Times, Fox News, CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[image: External link], NBC/Wall Street Journal, and ABC[image: External link]/Washington Post polls for the debate criteria and that candidates must be at an average of 15% in these polls.[4][5]

On September 16, the commission announced the official invitation of both Clinton and Trump to participate in the first debate to be held on September 26 at Hofstra University, but Johnson and Stein did not meet the established criteria, and would not be participants in the debate.[6][7] The commission also confirmed that Clinton and Trump had committed to participate. It was also announced that Mike Pence and Tim Kaine would be participating in the only scheduled vice presidential debate, to take place at Longwood University[image: External link] on October 4.[6][7] The 15% threshold will be reapplied with polling numbers following the first debate in order to judge the participants in the second debate to take place on October 9.[7]

Moderators for the four debates were announced September 2, 2016.[8]
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Over the combined six hours of debate time at the three presidential debates and one vice presidential debate, the issues most raised in moderators' questions was the Syrian civil war[image: External link] (six questions) and terrorism[image: External link] (four questions).[9] U.S.-Russia relations[image: External link], immigration[image: External link], job creation, Trump's taxes, and Trump's lewd leaked recording controversy[image: External link] were each asked about in three questions, and Clinton's emails, the Supreme Court, Social Security[image: External link], taxation of the wealthy, the national debt[image: External link], Iraq, the Affordable Care Act, "uniting the country," nuclear weapons[image: External link], and the legitimacy of the election, were each the subject of two questions.[9] A number of issues were the subject of a single question, including expectations of police conduct, race relations[image: External link], abortion[image: External link], gun policy[image: External link], " birtherism[image: External link]," jobs in the energy industry, cyberterrorism[image: External link], Islamophobia[image: External link], the Clinton Foundation, the Donald J. Trump Foundation, the strengths of the candidates' opponents, the skills of the vice presidential nominees, the candidate's faith, the low favorability ratings of both candidates, the paid speeches given by Clinton, Trump's Twitter posts, Clinton's "basket of deplorables" remark, Clinton's "look," and the candidates' behavior.[9]

The debate moderators failed to ask a question about climate change at any of the three debates,[9] although Clinton did touch on the issue twice as part of responses to other questions.[10] The moderators' failure to address the issue prompted complaints by commentators.[11][12] David Leonhardt[image: External link] of the New York Times termed it "a failure of journalism" and a "a grievous error."[13] Prominent climate scientists[image: External link] Kerry Emanuel[image: External link] and Michael E. Mann[image: External link], as well as activist group 350.org[image: External link], criticized the failure of the debates to address the issue.[14]

A number of other issues were either addressed sparingly or not at all:


	On national security issues, the sole mention of Afghanistan[image: External link], the U.S.'s longest-running war[image: External link], came in a mention by Clinton in response to a question about NATO in the first debate.[15] Veterans and the VA were the subject of brief mentions six times over the three presidential debates, but "never in the context of major policy or reform proposals."[15]


	On foreign policy, a number of issues were not addressed by any candidate or moderator, including Africa, U.S.-Cuba relations[image: External link], China's nine-dash line[image: External link], South America, Egypt[image: External link], and drone warfare[image: External link].[16]


	On domestic policy, issues that neither candidate mentioned in any debate include universal pre-kindergarten[image: External link], affirmative action[image: External link], the death penalty, the NSA, the Patriot Act[image: External link], marijuana[image: External link], charter schools[image: External link], and DACA[image: External link] or the Dreamers[image: External link].[16]


	On economic issues, issues that neither candidate mentioned in any debate include budget sequestration[image: External link], the capital gains tax[image: External link], paid leave[image: External link], oil drilling[image: External link] and fracking[image: External link], pensions[image: External link], and labor unions[image: External link].[16]


	On Russian cyberattacks on the United States and influence on the election, no questions were asked, but during the third debate Clinton revealed her knowledge of behind the scenes events, which she stated happened because Putin favored Trump, whom she called a "puppet". Trump strongly rejected the description.[17]
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Speaking time at the debates was as follows:


	At the first presidential debate, Trump spoke for 45 minutes and 3 seconds; Clinton spoke for 41 minutes and 50 seconds.[18]


	At the second presidential debate, Trump spoke for 40 minutes and 10 seconds; Clinton spoke for 39 minutes and 5 seconds.[18]


	At the third presidential debate, Clinton spoke for 41 minutes and 46 seconds; Trump spoke for 35 minutes and 41 seconds.[18]
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 Polling




The following polls were conducted prior to each of the respective debates, and determined the candidates who participated in each debate.

Candidates in green participated in the debate, while those in red were excluded. Italics denotes the leading candidate in the respective poll.
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 First presidential debate




The following polls were the most recent conducted prior to September 16, 2016, the polling deadline for both the first presidential debate and only vice presidential debate:



	Poll
	Date taken
	Hillary Clinton

Tim Kaine

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Mike Pence

Republican
	Gary Johnson

William Weld[image: External link]

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Ajamu Baraka

Green



	ABC/Washington Post[19]
	September 5–8
	46%
	41%
	9%
	2%



	CBS/New York Times[20]
	September 9–13
	42%
	42%
	8%
	4%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[21]
	September 1–4
	43%
	45%
	7%
	2%



	Fox News[22]
	September 11–14
	41%
	40%
	8%
	3%



	NBC/Wall Street Journal[23]
	July 31 – August 3
	43%
	34%
	10%
	5%



	Average[24]
	July 31 – September 14
	43.0%
	40.4%
	8.4%
	3.2%
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 Second presidential debate




The following polls were the most recent conducted prior to October 4, 2016, the polling deadline for the second presidential debate:



	Poll
	Date taken
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green



	ABC/Washington Post[25]
	September 19–22
	46%
	44%
	5%
	1%



	CBS/New York Times[26]
	September 28 – October 2
	45%
	41%
	8%
	3%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[27]
	September 28 – October 2
	47%
	42%
	7%
	2%



	Fox News[28]
	September 27–29
	43%
	40%
	8%
	4%



	NBC/Wall Street Journal[29]
	September 16–19
	43%
	37%
	9%
	2%



	Average[30]
	September 16 – October 2
	44.8%
	40.8%
	7.4%
	2.6%
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 Third presidential debate




The following polls were the most recent conducted prior to October 14, 2016, the polling deadline for the third presidential debate:



	Poll
	Date taken
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green



	ABC/Washington Post[25]
	September 19–22
	46%
	44%
	5%
	1%



	CBS/New York Times[26]
	September 28 – October 2
	45%
	41%
	8%
	3%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[27]
	September 28 – October 2
	47%
	42%
	7%
	2%



	Fox News[31]
	October 10–12
	45%
	38%
	7%
	3%



	NBC/Wall Street Journal[32]
	October 8–10
	46%
	37%
	8%
	2%



	Average[33]
	September 19 – October 12
	45.8%
	40.4%
	7.0%
	2.2%
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 Debate list




Note: All CPD debates (including the vice presidential debate) ran from 9:00 P.M. to 10:30 P.M. Eastern Time.[34]



	United States presidential election debates, 2016



	N°
	Date / Time
	Host
	Location
	Moderator(s)
	Participants



	 P  Participant.    N  Non-invitee.  
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	Libertarian
	Green[image: External link]



	Hillary Clinton
	Donald Trump
	Gary Johnson
	Jill Stein



	1[image: External link]
	September 26, 2016[7]
	
Hofstra University


	
Hempstead, New York[image: External link]


	
Lester Holt


	P
	P
	N
	N



	2[image: External link]
	October 9, 2016
	
Washington University in St. Louis


	
St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link]


	
Martha Raddatz[image: External link]

Anderson Cooper[image: External link]


	P
	P
	N
	N



	3[image: External link]
	October 19, 2016
	
University of Nevada, Las Vegas


	
Paradise, Nevada[image: External link]


	
Chris Wallace[image: External link]


	P
	P
	N
	N



	United States vice-presidential election debates, 2016



	N°
	Date
	Host
	Location
	Moderator
	Participants



	 P  Participant.    N  Non-invitee.  
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	Libertarian
	Green[image: External link]



	Tim Kaine
	Mike Pence
	William Weld[image: External link]
	Ajamu Baraka



	1[image: External link]
	October 4, 2016[7]
	
Longwood University[image: External link]


	
Farmville, Virginia[image: External link]


	
Elaine Quijano[image: External link]


	P
	P
	N
	N



	       = Sponsored by the Commission on Presidential Debates[image: External link]
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 First presidential debate (Hofstra University)






	First presidential debate



	Duration
	95 minutes



	Date
	September 26, 2016



	Venue
	Hofstra University



	Location
	Hempstead, New York[image: External link]



	Participants
	


	Hillary Clinton

	Donald Trump









	Footage
	
NBC[image: External link], C-SPAN[image: External link], Bloomberg Politics[image: External link]




	Moderator
	
Lester Holt of NBC




	Transcript
	


	Politico[image: External link]

	The Washington Post[image: External link]









	Fact checking
	
FactCheck.org[image: External link], PolitiFact[image: External link], NPR[image: External link], New York Times[image: External link], Associated Press[image: External link], Bloomberg Politics[image: External link]




	Website
	hofstra.edu/debate[image: External link]




The first debate took place on Monday, September 26, at New York's Hofstra University, moderated by Lester Holt of NBC. It was originally scheduled to take place at Wright State University[image: External link], but the venue was changed due to security and financial concerns.[35]
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 Format




The first presidential debate was divided into six segments, each of approximately 15 minutes in length, with the moderator introducing a topic and giving each candidate two minutes, followed by approximately 8 minutes and 45 seconds of facilitated discussion between the two candidates, with both candidates receiving approximately equal time. The questions discussed during the 90 minutes were at the sole discretion of the moderator, and were not shared beforehand with the commission or with either campaign. Each candidate spoke in front of a podium. Besides applause at the beginning and end of the debate, there was no audience participation allowed, but sporadic applause occurred at various points throughout the 90 minutes.[36]

The segments were on the economy[image: External link] and job creation, trade, the federal deficit[image: External link], race relations and policing, the war on terror[image: External link], the foreign policy of the United States, and each candidate's experience in the political and business realm.[37]
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 Reception




Writing on September 28, FiveThirtyEight[image: External link] found that every scientific poll so far suggests that voters thought Hillary Clinton performed better than Donald Trump in the debate.[38] A CNN/ORC poll of debate viewers found that 62% believed Clinton won, compared to 27% for Trump.[39] A poll conducted by Public Policy Polling found that 51% thought Clinton won the debate, while 40% thought Trump won.[40] A YouGov[image: External link] poll found that 57% of Americans declared Clinton the winner, while 30% declared Trump the winner.[41] A Politico/Morning Consult poll showed that 49% of likely voters thought that Clinton won the debate, while 26% thought that Trump won, and 25% were undecided.[42] Echelon Insights polling showed that Clinton won the debate 48-22, and that the debate made 41% of respondents more likely to vote for Clinton while 29% were more likely to vote for Trump.[43] A Reuters/Ipsos poll found that 56% of Americans thought Clinton did better, while 26% thought Trump did.[44] An NBC News/SurveyMonkey poll shows that 52% of likely voters who followed the debate chose Clinton was the winner, 21% chose Trump, and 26% did not choose either candidate.[45] A Gallup poll showed that more respondents thought Clinton did a better job than Trump by a margin of 61% to 27%.[46] A Fox News poll shows that 61% of respondents thought that Clinton won the debate while 21% said Trump did.[47] An ABC News/Washington Post poll shows that 53% of respondents thought that Clinton won the debate while 18% said Trump did.[48] A CBS News poll shows that 32% of likely voters say that they thought better of Clinton after watching the debate, but only 10% of voters said that they thought better of Trump afterward.[49]

A panel of Los Angeles Times analysts consisting of Doyle McManus[image: External link] and two others found that Clinton won all six of the debate segments.[50] Among swing-state party officials and strategists surveyed by Politico, 79% agreed that Trump did not win the debate.[51]
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 Moderation




The performance of Lester Holt as moderator of the debate received mixed reactions, with political critics stating that Holt struggled to keep control of the debate, and although he challenged both candidates, Holt's repeated attempts to get the candidates to adhere to the time restrictions were ignored.[52]

Michael M. Grynbaum of The New York Times described Holt's performance by stating "He was silent for minutes at a time, allowing Hillary Clinton and Donald J. Trump to joust and bicker between themselves—and sometimes talk right over him—prompting some viewers to wonder if Mr. Holt had left the building." He continued, "Being less conspicuous often means attracting less criticism, and Mr. Holt's conservative approach seemed designed to avoid the opprobrium that befell his NBC colleague, Matt Lauer, whose performance at a forum this month was widely panned after he repeatedly interrupted Mrs. Clinton and failed to challenge Mr. Trump."[53] Hadas Gold of Politico wrote "Lester Holt was on an island on Monday night. And for most of the first presidential debate, he stayed there, letting the battleships of Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump shoot their missiles at one another. It made for some memorable exchanges between Trump and Clinton, matched in close-up on most networks. For some debate watchers, that’s what they want their moderators to do: say 'go' and let them run. But it also left some gaps where viewers probably expected sharp questions."[54]
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 Viewership




The debate set the record as the most-watched debate in television history, with 84 million viewers across the 13 channels that carried it live and were counted by Nielsen, surpassing the previous record of 80.6 million viewers set by the debate between Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and Ronald Reagan in 1980[image: External link]. These numbers do not account for the millions of viewers who watched the debates online and the people who watched the debate at parties, bars, restaurants, and offices.[55] Two million concurrent viewers watched it live on YouTube, while there were 8 million views on Facebook (whose numbers do not break down into unique viewers); in addition, 1.4 million unique viewers watched it live on CBS's streaming service.[56] All debate-related video on YouTube exceeded 88 million views on October 3, 2016.[56] CNN Digital reported 2.4 million live streams,[57] and Yahoo News reported 5 million views, both live and on-demand.[58]




	
Legend



	cable news network



	broadcast network



	online streaming





	
Total television viewers



	Network
	Viewers



	NBC
	18,156,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	13,521,000



	CBS
	12,082,000



	FNC
	11,359,000



	CNN
	9,805,000



	Fox[image: External link]
	5,573,000



	MSNBC
	4,895,000





	
Viewers 25 to 54



	Network
	Viewers



	NBC
	8,323,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	4,802,000



	CBS
	4,750,000



	CNN
	4,435,000



	FNC
	3,525,000



	Fox[image: External link]
	2,709,000



	MSNBC
	1,576,000





	
Total streams reported



	Network
	Streams



	YouTube
	2,000,000[59]



	Facebook[image: External link]
	8,000,000[60]



	CBS
	2,980,000[61]



	CNN
	2,400,000[57]



	Yahoo
	5,000,000[58]



	Twitter
	2,500,000[62]




Source: adweek.com
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 Vice presidential debate (Longwood University)






	Vice presidential debate



	Duration
	92 minutes



	Date
	October 4, 2016



	Venue
	Longwood University[image: External link]



	Location
	Farmville, Virginia[image: External link]



	Participants
	


	Tim Kaine

	Mike Pence









	Footage
	
CBS[image: External link], C-SPAN[image: External link], Bloomberg Politics[image: External link]




	Moderator
	
Elaine Quijano[image: External link] of CBS




	Transcript
	


	
The New York Times[image: External link]

	The Washington Post[image: External link]













	Fact checking
	
Politifact[image: External link], NPR[image: External link], ABC News[image: External link], New York Times[image: External link], Associated Press[image: External link]




	Website
	debate.longwood.edu[image: External link]




The vice presidential debate took place on Tuesday, October 4, at Virginia's Longwood University[image: External link], moderated by Elaine Quijano[image: External link] of CBS.
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 Format




The candidates were seated at a table with Quijano. The debate consisted of nine segments, each 10 minutes in length. Both candidates were given two minutes to respond to questions, with the remaining time used for a deeper discussion of the topic. Quijano asked questions about Donald Trump's temperament, the economy, Social Security, police and race relations, nuclear weapons, abortion and religious faith.
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A CNN instant-poll found that 48% of viewers believed Pence had won while 42% thought Kaine won.[63] Pence was criticized after the debate for not defending Donald Trump's comments,[64] while Kaine was criticized for being too aggressive and interrupting.[65]

Two hours before the debate took place, the website of the Republican National Committee declared Pence the clear winner, writing "During the debate we helped fact check and monitor the conversation in real time @GOP." The post went on to say that his strong points concerned the economy and Clinton's alleged "scandals". The post was removed prior to the start of the debate, but not before getting widespread press and social media attention.[66][67][68]

Rachel Maddow of MSNBC said that the debate was occasionally "incomprehensible" due to the number of times that the candidates interrupted each other.[69] According to ABC News, Kaine interrupted seventy times throughout the debate, while Pence interrupted forty times.[70]
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 Moderation




Elaine Quijano[image: External link] moderated and thereby became the first Asian American[image: External link] to moderate a U.S. debate for national elected office in the general election,[71] and the youngest journalist[image: External link] to moderate a debate since 1988.[72] It was also the first time a digital network anchor had been selected to moderate a national debate.[73]
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 Viewership




According to Nielsen[image: External link], the four broadcast networks and the three largest cable news channels averaged around 36 million viewers.[74]




	
Legend



	cable news network



	broadcast network





	
Total television viewers



	Network
	Viewership



	NBC
	7,028,000



	CBS
	6,462,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	6,149,000



	FNC
	6,083,000



	CNN
	4,167,000



	MSNBC
	3,125,000



	Fox[image: External link]
	2,208,000





	
Viewers 25 to 54



	Network
	Viewership



	NBC
	2,950,000



	CBS
	1,184,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	1,858,000



	CNN
	1,680,000



	FNC
	1,506,000



	Fox[image: External link]
	1,107,000



	MSNBC
	908,000
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 Second presidential debate (Washington University in St. Louis)






	Second presidential debate



	Duration
	90 minutes



	Date
	October 9, 2016



	Venue
	Washington University in St. Louis



	Location
	St. Louis, Missouri



	Participants
	
Hillary Clinton

Donald Trump




	Footage
	
NBC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link], C-SPAN[image: External link], Bloomberg Politics[image: External link]




	Moderators
	
Anderson Cooper[image: External link] of CNN

Martha Raddatz[image: External link] of ABC




	Transcript
	
Politico[image: External link], The New York Times[image: External link]




	Fact checking
	
FactCheck.org[image: External link], Politifact[image: External link], NPR[image: External link], The New York Times[image: External link]




	Website
	debate.wustl.edu[image: External link]
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 Format




The debate was conducted in a "town meeting" format on Sunday, October 9, with an audience of uncommitted voters selected by the Gallup Organization[image: External link].[75] The CPD originally stipulated that half of the questions come from the audience, while the other half would come from the moderators "based on topics of broad public interest as reflected in social media and other sources."[75] The Commission subsequently invited members of the public to submit and vote on questions through the bipartisan Open Debate Coalition's website[image: External link]. Moderators chose from the 30 most popular questions.[76]

Candidates had two minutes to respond with an additional minute for the moderator to facilitate further discussion.[75]
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 Content




Members of the audience were allowed to ask questions. The eight questions, in order, were:[77]


	Patrice Brock: "The last presidential debate could have been rated as MA[image: External link], mature audiences per TV parental guidelines. Knowing that educators assign viewing the presidential debates as students’ homework, do you feel you are modelling appropriate and positive behavior for today’s youth?"

	Ken Karpowitz: "The Affordable Care Act known as Obamacare[image: External link], it is not affordable. Premiums have gone up, deductibles have gone up, copays has gone up, prescriptions have gone up and the coverage has gone down. What will you do to bring the cost down and make coverage better?"

	Gorbah Hameed: "There are 3.3 million Muslims in the United States and I'm one of them. You’ve mentioned working with Muslim nations. But with Islamophobia on the rise, how will you help people like me deal with the consequences of being labelled as a threat to the country after the election is over?"

	Spencer Moss: "What specific tax provisions will you change to ensure the wealthiest Americans pay their fair share in taxes?"

	James Carter: "Do you believe you can be a devoted president to all the people in the United States?"

	Beth Miller: "Perhaps the most important aspect of this election is the Supreme Court justice. What would you prioritize as the most important aspect of selecting a Supreme Court justice?"

	Ken Bone: "What steps will your energy policy take to meet our energy needs, while at the same time remaining environmentally-friendly and minimizing job loss for fossil power plant workers?"

	Karl Becker: "Regardless of the current rhetoric, would either of you name one positive thing that you respect in one another?"



The first portion of the content was dominated by discussion of a tape[image: External link] of Trump making lewd comments about women to Billy Bush, which had been leaked two days earlier. Trump attempted to deflect criticism by making counter-accusations of sexual misconduct against Bill Clinton[image: External link]. Trump had invited four people who had accused Bill Clinton of sexual assault to a press conference prior to the debate.[78] At one point in the debate, Trump raised the issue of Hillary Clinton's emails. Trump stated that if elected, he would appoint a special prosecutor to investigate Secretary Clinton in relation to the matter. Clinton responded by remarking that the country was lucky that someone with Trump's temperament was not in charge of the law, to which Trump promptly responded, "because you'd be in jail." Some Trump supporters in the audience cheered this line. An array of scholars, including political scientists[image: External link] and law professors, criticized Trump's pledge to imprison Clinton, saying that it reflected an anti-democratic impulse[image: External link].[79][80]
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 Moderation




CNN's Anderson Cooper[image: External link] and ABC's Martha Raddatz[image: External link] were the moderators.
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A Politico/Morning Consult poll showed that 42% of respondents considered Clinton the winner of the debate, while 28% considered Trump the winner, and a slightly higher percentage (30%) were undecided.[81] A CNN/ORC poll found that 57% of viewers believed Clinton won, compared to 34% for Trump, despite the fact that most respondents felt that the latter exceeded expectations.[82] An NBC News/SurveyMonkey poll showed that Clinton won the debate with 44% to Trump's 34%, while 21% said neither won.[83] A Reuters/Ipsos poll found that 53% of viewers said Clinton won while 32% said Trump won.[84] According to a Gallup poll, 53% of viewers considered Clinton to be the winner while 35% considered Trump the winner.[85] A Fox News poll of debate watchers found 52% considered Clinton the winner compared to 39% for Trump, with 9% saying they tied or did not know.[86] A Baldwin Wallace University Community Research Institute (CRI) poll of likely Ohio voters showed that 52% found that Clinton won the debate, 31% that Trump won, and 17% found that it was a tie.[87] According to a Qriously poll of likely voters in eight key battleground states, 44% gave the win to Clinton while 33% gave it to Trump.[88] According to a Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll of likely Michigan voters, 48% gave the win to Clinton while 36% gave it to Trump.[89]

Trump's claim that he won the second debate with Hillary Clinton "in a landslide" in "every poll" was found to be false by Politifact, which noted that "not only did Trump not win by a landslide margin, he didn’t win any of the polls at all".[90]

Questioner Ken Bone, a power plant operator from Illinois, had a media presence and became an internet meme[image: External link] in the days following the debate. His rise to popularity was due to his name, his appearance (specifically his red sweater), and his use of a disposable camera[image: External link] prior to and after the debate.[91] Bone appeared on ESPN College GameDay[image: External link] and @midnight[image: External link]. He was portrayed by Bobby Moynihan[image: External link] during the cold open[image: External link] of the NBC sketch comedy show Saturday Night Live[image: External link] episode on October 15 dancing to the song "Get Ready for This[image: External link]".[92] Bone received a short-term endorsement deal with American transportation network company Uber[image: External link] to promote the launch of Uber Select in St. Louis.[93][94]
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 Viewership




According to Nielsen, approximately 66.5 million people watched the second presidential debate on television across 11 networks.[95] YouTube reported 1.5 million peak live streams and 124 million views on debate-related videos as of October 11.[96]




	
Legend



	cable news network



	broadcast network



	online streaming





	
Total television viewers



	Network
	Viewers



	CBS
	16,456,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	11,512,000



	CNN
	11,289,000



	FNC
	9,888,000



	Fox[image: External link]
	5,589,000



	MSNBC
	5,542,000



	Univision[image: External link]
	2,364,000[97]



	FBN[image: External link]
	565,000[97]





	
Viewers 25 to 54



	Network
	Viewers



	CBS
	6,411,000



	CNN
	4,858,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	4,641,000



	FNC
	2,928,000



	Fox[image: External link]
	2,823,000



	MSNBC
	1,761,000





	
Total streams reported



	Network
	Streams



	YouTube
	1,500,000[96]



	CNN
	2,300,000[98]



	Twitter
	3,200,000[62]
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	Third presidential debate



	Duration
	93.25 minutes



	Date
	October 19, 2016



	Venue
	University of Nevada, Las Vegas



	Location
	Paradise, Nevada[image: External link]



	Participants
	
Hillary Clinton

Donald Trump




	Footage
	
CBS[image: External link], NBC[image: External link], C-SPAN[image: External link]




	Moderator
	
Chris Wallace[image: External link] of Fox News




	Transcript
	
The Washington Post[image: External link]

The New York Times[image: External link]




	Fact checking
	
The Washington Post[image: External link], The New York Times[image: External link], Politifact[image: External link],

NPR[image: External link], CBS News[image: External link]




	Website
	unlv.edu/2016debate[image: External link]




The third debate took place on Wednesday, October 19, at 6:00 PM PDT at Nevada's UNLV campus[99] between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump.[100]
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The format mirrored that of the first debate: 90 minutes divided into six topical segments of approximately 15 minutes each. The moderator began each segment with a question and gave each candidate two minutes, followed by facilitated discussion between the two candidates, with each receiving approximately equal time. Questions were at the sole discretion of the moderator. Each candidate was stationed at a podium. Audience participation was confined to applause at the beginning and end of the debate.[36]
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The debate was moderated by Chris Wallace[image: External link] of Fox News Channel's Fox News Sunday[image: External link].[101]

The topics, announced in advance of the debate, were: debt and entitlements, immigration, economy, Supreme Court, foreign hot spots, and fitness to be president.[102]
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A Morning Consult/Politico poll found that 43% of respondents considered Clinton the winner of the debate, with 26% saying Trump.[103] An NBC/SurveyMonkey poll showed that 46% of respondents considered Clinton as the winner, whereas 37% considered Trump the winner.[104] An ABC News poll found that 52% of likely voters thought that Clinton was the winner, with 29% saying that Trump won the debate.[105] A Gallup poll showed that Clinton beat Trump 60% to 31% in perceptions of who won debate.[106] A poll by the CBS News Battleground Tracker of viewers in 13 swing states found that 49% of voters in those states thought that Clinton won the debate, while 39% thought Trump won, with 12% calling it a tie.[107]

Donald Trump's use of the phrases "bad hombres" and "nasty woman[image: External link]" spurred massive viral backlash.[108][109][110][111]

An Associated Press/GfK poll, which asked respondents about the candidates' performance in all three debates, found that 69% thought that Clinton performed better while 29% thought that Trump did.[112]
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According to Nielsen, approximately 71.6 million people watched the third presidential debate on television across 13 networks.[113][114] YouTube reported 1.7 million peak live streams and 140 million views on debate-related videos as of October 20.[115]
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	cable news network
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	online streaming





	
Total television viewers



	Network
	Viewers



	FNC
	11,349,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	10,962,000



	NBC
	10,393,000



	CBS
	10,120,000



	CNN
	8,712,000



	Fox[image: External link]
	6,622,000



	MSNBC
	5,517,000



	PBS
	2,700,000



	Univision[image: External link]
	2,378,000



	Telemundo[image: External link]
	1,479,000



	FBN[image: External link]
	714,000



	CNBC
	559,000





	
Viewers 25 to 54



	Network
	Viewers



	NBC
	4,472,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	4,365,000



	CBS
	3,703,000



	FNC
	3,500,000



	CNN
	3,462,000



	Fox[image: External link]
	3,137,000



	MSNBC
	1,801,000



	Univision[image: External link]
	1,190,000



	Telemundo[image: External link]
	739,000



	CNBC
	289,000



	FBN[image: External link]
	166,000





	
Total streams reported



	Network
	Streams



	YouTube
	1,700,000[115]



	CNN
	1,900,000[114]
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 See also





	Democratic Party presidential debates and forums, 2016

	Green Party presidential debates and forums, 2016

	Libertarian Party presidential debates and forums, 2016

	Republican Party presidential debates and forums, 2016

	A Visualization[image: External link] of the Las Vegas Debate created for the Miami Herald[image: External link] by Gramener[image: External link]
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Stop Trump Movement






The Stop Trump movement, also called the anti-Trump, Dump Trump, or Never Trump movement,[1] was the informal name for the effort on the part of some Republicans[image: External link] and other prominent conservatives to prevent front-runner and now President of the United States Donald Trump from obtaining the Republican Party presidential nomination, and, following his nomination, the presidency, for the 2016 United States presidential election[image: External link]. Although Trump's campaign drew a substantial amount of criticism[image: External link], he was ultimately elected in November 2016 and sworn in as president on January 20, 2017.

The movement gained momentum following Trump's wins in the March 15, 2016, Super Tuesday[image: External link] primaries, including his victory over U.S. Senator Marco Rubio in Florida[image: External link].[2][3][4][5] After U.S. Senator Ted Cruz dropped out of the race following Trump's primary victory in Indiana on May 3, 2016, Trump became the presumptive nominee[image: External link], while internal opposition to Trump remained as the process pivoted towards a general election.[6]

Following unsuccessful attempts by some delegates at the Republican National Convention to block his nomination, Trump became the Republican Party's 2016 nominee for President of the United States on July 18, 2016. Some members of the Stop Trump movement endorsed alternative candidates in the general election, such as Democratic[image: External link] nominee Hillary Clinton, Libertarian nominee Gary Johnson, independent conservative Evan McMullin, and American Solidarity Party[image: External link] nominee Mike Maturen.[7][8]

These efforts ultimately failed when Trump won the general election on November 8. According to exit polls, Trump received 90% of the GOP vote, while Clinton won 89% of Democratic voters.[9]

Trump entered the Republican primaries on June 16, 2015, at a time when Governors Jeb Bush and Scott Walker and Senator Marco Rubio were viewed as the early frontrunners.[10] Trump was generally considered a longshot to win the nomination, but his large media profile gave him a chance to spread his message and appear in the Republican debates.[11][12] By the end of 2015, Trump was leading the Republican field in national polls.[13] Despite Trump's enduring strength in the polls, his rivals continued to attack each other rather than Trump.[14] In this atmosphere, some Republicans, such as former Mitt Romney adviser Alex Castellanos[image: External link], called for a "negative ad blitz" against Trump,[14] and another former Romney aide founded Our Principles PAC[image: External link] to attack Trump.[15] After Trump won the New Hampshire and South Carolina primaries, many Republican leaders called for the party to unite around a single leader to stop Trump's nomination.[16]



TOP
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 Erickson meeting




On March 17, 2016, notable conservatives under the leadership of Erick Erickson[image: External link] met at the Army and Navy Club[image: External link] in Washington D.C.[image: External link] to discuss strategies for preventing Trump from securing the presidential nomination at the Republican National Convention in July. Among the strategies discussed were a "unity ticket",[17] a possible third-party candidate and a contested convention, especially if Trump did not gain the 1,237 delegates necessary to secure the nomination.[18]

The meeting was organized by Erick Erickson, Bill Wichterman, and Bob Fischer. Around two dozen people attended.[19][20] Consensus was reached that Trump's nomination could be prevented, and that efforts would be made to seek a unity ticket, possibly comprising U.S. Senator Ted Cruz and Ohio Governor[image: External link] John Kasich.[19]
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 By political organizations




Our Principles PAC[image: External link] and Club for Growth[image: External link] were involved in trying to prevent Trump's nomination. Our Principles PAC has spent more than $13 million on advertising attacking Trump.[21][22] The Club for Growth spent $11 million in an effort to prevent Trump from becoming the Republican Party's nominee.[23]
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In June 2016, activists Eric O'Keefe[image: External link] and Dane Waters formed a group called Delegates Unbound[image: External link], which CNN described as "an effort to convince delegates that they have the authority and the ability to vote for whomever they want."[24][25][26] The effort involved the publication of a book, Unbound: The Conscience of a Republican Delegate by Republican delegates Curly Haugland[image: External link] and Sean Parnell. The book argues that "delegates are not bound to vote for any particular candidate based on primary and caucus results, state party rules, or even state law."[27][28]

Republican delegates Kendal Unruh and Steve Lonegan[image: External link] led an Free the Delegates[image: External link] effort among fellow Republican delegates to change the convention rules "to include a 'conscience clause' that would allow delegates bound to Trump to vote against him, even on the first ballot at the July convention."[29] Unruh described the effort as "an 'Anybody but Trump' movement". According to The Washington Post, Unruh's efforts started with a conference call on June 16 "with at least 30 delegates from 15 states". Regional coordinators for the effort were recruited in Arizona, Iowa, Louisiana, Washington and other states.[30] By June 19, hundreds of delegates to the Republican National Convention calling themselves Free the Delegates[image: External link] had begun raising funds and recruiting members in support of an effort to change Party convention rules to free delegates to vote however they want – instead of according to the results of state caucuses and primaries.[31] Unruh, a member of the convention's Rules Committee and one of the group's founders, planned to propose adding the "conscience clause" to the convention's rules effectively unhinging pledged delegates. She needed 56 other supporters from the 112-member panel, which determines precisely how Republicans select their nominee in Cleveland.[32] However, the Rules Committee voted down, by a vote of 84–21, a move to send a "minority report" to the floor allowing the unbinding of delegates, thereby defeating the "Stop Trump" activists and guaranteeing Trump's nomination. The committee then endorsed the opposite option, voting 87–12 to include rules language specifically stating that delegates were required to vote based on their states' primary and caucus results.[33]
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 By individuals




At a luncheon in February 2016 attended by Republican governors and donors, Karl Rove[image: External link] discussed the danger of Trump securing the Republican nomination in July, and that it may be possible to stop him, but that there was not much time left.[34][35]

Early in March 2016, Mitt Romney, the 2012 Republican presidential nominee, directed some of his advisors to look at ways to stop Trump from obtaining the nomination at the Republican National Convention (RNC). Romney also spoke publicly urging voters to vote for the Republican candidate most likely to prevent Trump from acquiring delegates in state primaries.[36] A few weeks later, Romney announced that he would vote for Ted Cruz in the Utah GOP caucuses. On his Facebook[image: External link] page, he posted "Today, there is a contest between Trumpism and Republicanism. Through the calculated statements of its leader, Trumpism has become associated with racism, misogyny, bigotry, xenophobia, vulgarity and, most recently, threats and violence. I am repulsed by each and every one of these."[37][38][39] Nevertheless, Romney said early on he would "support the Republican nominee," though he didn’t "think that's going to be Donald Trump."[40]

U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham shifted from opposing both Ted Cruz and Donald Trump, to eventually supporting Cruz as a better alternative to Trump. Commenting about Trump, Graham said "I don't think he's a Republican, I don't think he's a conservative, I think his campaign's built on xenophobia, race-baiting and religious bigotry. I think he'd be a disaster for our party and as Senator Cruz would not be my first choice, I think he is a Republican conservative who I could support."[41][42] In May, after Trump became the presumptive nominee, Graham announced he would not be supporting Trump in the general election, stating "[I] cannot, in good conscience, support Donald Trump because I do not believe he is a reliable Republican conservative nor has he displayed the judgment and temperament to serve as Commander in Chief."[43]

In October 2016, some individuals made third-party vote trading mobile applications and websites to help stop Trump; for example a Californian that wants to vote for Clinton will instead vote for Jill Stein, and in exchange a Stein supporter in a swing state will vote for Clinton.[44] The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals[image: External link] in the 2007 case Porter v. Bowen established vote trading as a First Amendment[image: External link] right.

Former Republican Presidents George H.W. Bush[image: External link] and George W. Bush both refused to support Trump's candidacy in the general election.[45][46]
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 General election opposition




See also: List of Republicans who opposed Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016[image: External link]

















Hillary Clinton and Gary Johnson were considered the main alternatives to Trump in the general election.





Trump was widely described as the presumptive Republican nominee after the May 3 Indiana primary,[6] notwithstanding the continued opposition of groups such as Our Principles PAC[image: External link].[47] Many GOP leaders endorsed Trump after he became the presumptive nominee, but other Republicans looked for ways to defeat him in the general election.[48] Stop Trump members such as Mitt Romney, Eric Erickson, William Kristol, Mike Murphy[image: External link], Stuart Stevens, and Rick Wilson pursued the possibility of an independent candidacy by a non-Trump Republican.[48] Potential candidates included Senator Ben Sasse, Governor John Kasich, Senator Tom Coburn, Congressman Justin Amash[image: External link], Senator Rand Paul, retired Marine Corps General James Mattis, retired Army General Stanley McChrystal[image: External link], former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice[image: External link], businessman Mark Cuban[image: External link], and 2012 Republican nominee Mitt Romney.[48][49] However, many of these candidates rejected the possibility of an independent run, pointing to difficulties such as ballot access[image: External link] and the potential to help[image: External link] the Democratic candidate win the presidency.[48] One potential strategy would involve an independent candidate gaining enough electoral votes[image: External link] to deny a majority to either of the major party candidates, sending the three presidential candidates with the most electoral votes to the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link] under procedures established by the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link].[50][51] Some anti-Trump Republicans stated that they would vote for Hillary Clinton in the general election.[52]

On May 3, 2016, one of the biggest anti-Trump groups, the "Never Trump PAC", circulated a petition to collect the signatures of conservatives opposed to voting for Donald Trump in the 2016 presidential election.[53][54] As of August 19, 2016, over 54,000 people had signed the petition.[55] Gary Johnson's campaign in the Libertarian Party attracted attention as a possible vehicle for the Stop Trump movement's votes in the general election after Trump became the Republican Party's presumptive nominee.[56][57][58] In late May, Craig Snyder, a former Republican staffer, launched the "Republicans For Hillary PAC", "aimed at convincing Republicans to choose Hillary Clinton[image: External link] over [...] Donald Trump in November."[59] Also, the grassroots effort, called "Republicans for Clinton in 2016", or R4C16, joined the effort in defeating Trump.[60]

William Kristol, editor of The Weekly Standard[image: External link], promoted National Review[image: External link] staff writer David A. French[image: External link] of Tennessee as a prospective candidate.[61][62][63] French opted not to run.[64][65] On August 8, Evan McMullin, a conservative Republican, announced that he would mount an independent bid for president, with support of the Never Trump movement.[66] McMullin was backed by Better for America, a Never Trump group,[67] and was supported by former Americans Elect[image: External link] CEO Kahlil Byrd[image: External link] and Republican campaign-finance lawyer Chris Ashby.[66]
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Reactions to the Stop Trump movement were mixed, with other prominent Republicans making statements in support of preventing Trump from receiving the Republican nomination. Following his withdrawal as a candidate for President, U.S. Senator Marco Rubio expressed hope that Trump's nomination could be stopped, adding that his nomination "would fracture the party and be damaging to the conservative movement."[68]

Republican National Committee chairman Reince Priebus dismissed the potential impact of Mitt Romney's efforts to block Trump at the convention.[36] Sam Clovis, a national co-chairman for Trump's campaign, said that he would leave the Republican Party if it "comes into that convention and jimmies with the rules and takes away the will of the people".[41] Ned Ryun[image: External link], founder of conservative group American Majority[image: External link], expressed concern about a contested convention, should Trump have the most delegates, but fail to reach the 1,237 necessary to be assured the nomination. Ryun speculated that a contested convention would result in Trump running as a third-party candidate, making it unlikely that Republicans would win the presidency in the November general election, adding that it would "blow up the party, at least in the short term".[69][70]

New Jersey governor[image: External link] Chris Christie expressed his opinion that the efforts to stop Trump will ultimately fail. Relatively shortly after his endorsement of Trump, he criticized the people who condemned his endorsement, including the Stop Trump movement, stating that his critics had yet to support any of the remaining GOP candidates. He said, "I think if you're a public figure, you have the obligation to speak out, and be 'for' something, not just 'against' something. ... When those folks in the 'Stop Trump' movement actually decide to be for something, then people can make an evaluation ... if they want to be for one of the remaining candidates, do what I did: Be for one of the remaining candidates."[71]

Trump said that if he were deprived of the nomination because of falling just short of the 1,237 delegates required, that there could be "problems like you've never seen before. I think bad things would happen" and "I think you’d have riots."[5][72][73] Trump made prior comments suggesting that he might run as an independent candidate if he were not to get the Republican nomination.[36]

Roger Stone, a political consultant who served as an advisor for Donald Trump's 2016 presidential campaign, and who remains a "confidant" to Trump,[74][75] put together a group called "Stop the Steal" and threatened "Days of Rage" if Republican party leaders try to deny the nomination to Trump at the Republican National Convention in Cleveland[image: External link].[76][77] Stone also threatened to disclose to the public the hotel room numbers of delegates who oppose Trump.[77]
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 Developments following the election




After Trump won the election, two Electoral College electors[image: External link] launched an effort to convince fellow electors who are allocated to Trump not to vote for him.[78]

On December 11, Rep. Jim Himes[image: External link] (D-CT) wrote on Twitter that the Electoral College should not elect Trump. "We're 5 wks from Inauguration & the President Elect is completely unhinged. The Electoral College must do what it was designed for."[79] On December 12, in an interview on CNN's New Day[image: External link], Himes said that he was troubled by several actions by the president-elect. The issue that "pushed me over the edge" was Trump's criticism of the CIA[image: External link] and the intelligence community. The Congressman did admit that Trump won "fair and square," but he said that Trump proved himself unfit for public office. He cited the intentions behind the creation of the electoral college and he argued that it was created for an instance such as the election of Trump.[80]

In the end, efforts to persuade more electors to vote against Trump ultimately failed, and Trump won 304 electors on December 19. Trump's electoral lead over Clinton even grew because a larger number of electors defected from her: Trump received 304 of his 306 pledged electors, Clinton 227 of her 232.[81]

Jonah Goldberg, in an article titled Never Trump Nevermore, stated:


"I’m going to call ’em like I see ’em and wait and see if I was wrong about Trump... The thing is: Never Trump is over. Never Trump was about the GOP primary and the general election, not the presidency. The Left wants to claim it must be a permanent movement, denying the legitimacy of Trump’s election forever, or we were never serious. Well, that’s not what we — or at least I — signed up for. ...I’ll say it again: I’m going to call ’em like I see ’em and wait and see if I was wrong about Trump. So far, I’ve said that most of his cabinet picks have been a pleasant and welcome surprise. But he’s also done plenty of things that make me feel like I had him pegged all along. We only have one president at a time — and the guy isn’t even president yet. I’ll give him a chance. But I won’t lie for him either." [82]
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Donald Trump, an American businessman and current President of the United States, has been accused of sexual assault and sexual harassment[image: External link] by at least fifteen women since the 1980s. Three of those women filed lawsuits, which were eventually withdrawn and/or settled, alleging that they were sexually assaulted by Trump. Additionally one accuser filed a defamation lawsuit in 2017 after Trump called her a liar.[4] In addition to these lawsuits, Trump has also been publicly accused of non-consensual kissing, or non-consensual groping of breasts, buttocks and genitalia, by at least twelve more women.

Several of these allegations preceded Trump's candidacy for president, but many more arose during that campaign, when a 2005 recording was leaked. Trump was recorded bragging that a celebrity like himself "can do anything" to women, including "just start kissing them ... I don't even wait" and "grab 'em by the pussy[image: External link]". During the October 9, 2016 second presidential debate[image: External link], two days after the recording was leaked, Trump denied that his recorded comments described sexual assault and denied ever inappropriately touching a woman. Many of his accusers stated that these denials provoked them into going public with their allegations.

A third type of accusation women have made, primarily after the 2016 debate, was of Trump entering dressing rooms of beauty pageant[image: External link] contestants in 1997, 2000, 2001, and 2006, while they were in various stages of undress, a practice that Trump admitted to during a 2005 interview on The Howard Stern Show. This practice allegedly extended to Miss Teen USA; several former participants in that pageant allege that Trump walked into the dressing rooms of girls as young as 15.

Trump has denied the allegations, saying that he has been the victim of media bias, conspiracies[image: External link], and a political smear campaign[image: External link].[5][6][7][8] In October 2016, Trump publicly vowed to sue all of the women who have made allegations of sexual assault or sexual harassment against him, as well as to sue the New York Times for publishing allegations,[9][10] but never followed through.[11][12]
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 Accusations filed in court against Trump




Main article: Legal affairs of Donald Trump
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 Ivana Trump (1989)




Ivana Trump and Donald Trump married in 1977.[2] Ivana stated in a deposition[image: External link] taken in 1989, during their divorce proceedings, that Donald had visited her plastic surgeon following which he had expressed anger and ripped out hair from her scalp.[3] Donald said the allegation was "obviously false".[2] The 1993 book Lost Tycoon: The Many Lives of Donald Trump, by Harry Hurt III, described the alleged attack as a "violent assault" during which Donald attacked Ivana sexually.[2] According to the book, Ivana later confided to some of her friends that Donald had raped her.[2] In a statement given just before the publication of Hurt's book, and included in the book, Ivana said:


[O]n one occasion during 1989, Mr. Trump and I had marital relations in which he behaved very differently toward me than he had during our marriage. As a woman, I felt violated, as the love and tenderness, which he normally exhibited towards me, was absent. I referred to this as a "rape," but I do not want my words to be interpreted in a literal or criminal sense.

— Ivana Trump[2][3]



The Trumps' divorce was granted in December 1990[13] on grounds that Donald's treatment of Ivana, including his affair with Marla Maples, was "cruel and inhuman".[2][14][15] According to Trump's lawyer, Jay Goldberg, this was based on Trump having been seen in public with Marla Maples in 1990.[13] Their settlement[a] had a confidentiality clause, per a statement by Ivana.[3] In 1992, Trump sued Ivana for not honoring a gag clause in their divorce agreement by disclosing facts about him in her best-selling book, and Trump won a gag order[image: External link].[18][19][20]

Years later, Ivana said that she and Donald "are the best of friends".[3] In a July 2016 campaign endorsement, Ivana said: "I have recently read some comments attributed to me from nearly 30 years ago at a time of very high tension during my divorce from Donald. The story is totally without merit."[21]
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 Jill Harth (1992)




Jill Harth alleges that Trump assaulted her several times. Harth has stated that in December 1992, while dining with Trump and her then-boyfriend George Houraney, Trump attempted to put his hands between her legs.[3] Harth and Houraney visited Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida in January 1993 for a contract-signing celebration. Trump, according to Harth, offered her a tour before pulling her into the empty bedroom of his daughter Ivanka. "I was admiring the decoration, and next thing I know he's pushing me against a wall and has his hands all over me. He was trying to kiss me. I was freaking out." Harth says she desperately protested against Trump's advances, and eventually managed to run out of the room. She and her boyfriend left rather than stay the night, as they had intended.[3] After she became engaged, Harth alleges, Trump began to stalk her.[2]

Harth filed a lawsuit in 1997 in which she accused Trump of non-consensual groping of her body, among them her "intimate private parts",[22][23] and "relentless" sexual harassment.[24] The suit was withdrawn after Houraney settled with Trump for an undisclosed amount in a lawsuit that claimed that Trump backed out of a business deal.[3][25] She still claims to have been sexually assaulted[3] and although he was never violent with her, she says he made attacks that were "unwanted and aggressive, very sexually aggressive."[2] "They dated for several months in 1998, when he was separated from Maples, she says. In the end, he was a disappointing boyfriend, always watching television and rarely offering emotional support, she says."[22]

In 2015, Harth worked at one of Trump's rallies as a makeup artist. Of the experience, she said: "I'm a makeup artist. The guy is a mess, OK? He really needed my services, and I'm a makeup artist that needs a job. Why would, if I was on friendly terms, why wouldn't I try to get that job?"[2]

Her case was first published in May 2016[2] in the New York Times article "Crossing the Line".[26] Trump characterized her story in the Times as "false, malicious and libelous" and stated that he "strongly denies the claims."[2] Harth stood by her charges in a July 2016 interview with The Guardian.[25] In October 2016, she stated that, if sued by Trump, she intends to counter-sue.[27]
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 Recording controversy and second 2016 presidential debate




Main article: Donald Trump and Billy Bush recording


Two days before the second 2016 presidential debate[image: External link], the 2005 Access Hollywood tape was released, which records Trump having "an extremely lewd conversation about women" in which he described being able to kiss and grope women because he was "a star": "You know I'm automatically attracted to beautiful—I just start kissing them. It's like a magnet. Just kiss. I don't even wait. And when you're a star, they let you do it, you can do anything ... grab them by the pussy[image: External link]. You can do anything."[28] Many attorneys and media commentators have said that Trump's statements described sexual assault.[b]

On October 7, Trump released a video statement in which he stated, "I said it, I was wrong, and I apologize." He called the development a distraction and attempted to deflect attention to the Clintons, and in particular sex scandals involving Bill Clinton[image: External link]. Republican critics called on him to withdraw from the presidential race.[28]

During the second debate, Anderson Cooper[image: External link] asked Trump if he understood that he had bragged about sexually assaulting women. Cooper used the Justice Department's sexual assault definition to include "any type of sexual contact or behavior that occurs without the explicit consent of the recipient."[38][39] Trump denied that he had said that he had sexually assaulted women.[39][40] He claimed the comments were merely "locker room talk", then, after being asked three times whether he had ever kissed or groped any person without consent, he said "no I have not".[40] Several of his subsequent accusers said this was the moment at which they were motivated to come forward.[41][42][43]
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 Allegations of unwanted physical contact




In May 2016, The New York Times published the article "Crossing the Line: How Donald Trump Behaved with Women in Private". For the article, Times reporters Michael Barbaro and Megan Twohey conducted 50 interviews with women who had known Trump socially, during their professional career, or while modeling or competing for a beauty pageant title.[26]


Their accounts — many relayed here in their own words — reveal unwelcome romantic advances, unending commentary on the female form, a shrewd reliance on ambitious women, and unsettling workplace conduct, according to the interviews, as well as court records and written recollections. The interactions occurred in his offices at Trump Tower, at his homes, at construction sites and backstage at beauty pageants. They appeared to be fleeting, unimportant moments to him, but they left lasting impressions on the women who experienced them.



Other women interviewed for the story, a few of whom had worked for Trump, stated they had not received unwanted advances and "they had never known Mr. Trump to objectify women or treat them with disrespect." Jill Martin, a vice president and assistant counsel at the company, said that Trump was supportive of her and her role as a mother. Laura Kirilova Chukanov[image: External link], a Bulgarian immigrant and 2009 Miss USA pageant contestant, said that Trump helped her make connections for a documentary that she was working on about her home country.[26]

Natasha Stoynoff, Mindy McGillivray, Jessica Leeds, and Rachel Crooks spoke out about their allegations in October 2016 after hearing Trump deny during the debate that he had ever assaulted women.[40][41][44] The Times stated that they verified the stories with friends and family members of the accusers to ensure that the stories had been relayed to them earlier.[45]
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 Jessica Leeds (1980s)




In the early 1980s, Leeds was a businesswoman at a paper company on a flight from the Midwest, returning to New York. A flight attendant offered her an empty seat in the first-class cabin next to Trump. Leeds alleged that about 45 minutes after takeoff, Trump lifted the armrest and began touching her, grabbing her breasts, and tried to put his hand up her skirt. "He was like an octopus," she said. "His hands were everywhere. It was an assault."[41][44] Leeds said she had sent a letter containing her allegations to the editor of The New York Times.[2][41]

Trump spokesman Jason Miller[image: External link] responded to the allegation calling it "fiction." Miller stated the charges were politically motivated "for this to only become public decades later in the final month of a campaign for president should say it all." Trump publicly threatened to sue the Times over the newspaper's publication of the allegation, and demanded a retraction.[46][47] The Times rejected Trump's retraction demand,[47][48] and Trump never followed through on his threat to take legal action against the company.[11] An alleged witness to the case who claimed he saw "nothing untoward" upon the flight was former British Conservative county councillor from Gloucestershire, Antony Gilberthorpe. Gilberthorpe has a history of making false allegations against politicians[49] and has been previously accused of making "advances of an intimate nature" towards Conservative students.[50]
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 Kristin Anderson (1990s)




On October 14, 2016, The Washington Post reported allegations by Kristin Anderson that Trump groped her beneath her skirt in a Manhattan nightclub in the early 1990s. An aspiring model at the time of the alleged incident, Anderson told the story to her friends, and decided to come forward after reading accounts of other women who had done so.[51] Anderson believed that the alleged assault occurred at the China Club, a Manhattan nightclub that Newsday referred to as "Donald's Monday-night nest" due to his alleged habit of picking up women there.[51]
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 Cathy Heller (1997)




In February 2016, Cathy Heller was interviewed off the record[image: External link] for an article for The Guardian in which she recounted how she was grabbed and kissed by Donald Trump two decades earlier.[52] Heller reports that, in 1997, she met Trump when she attended a Mother's Day brunch with her children, her husband, and her husband's parents at his Mar-a-Lago estate. Her parents-in-law were members of Mar-a-Lago. Heller was introduced to Trump, who became angry when she avoided a kiss. He then "grabbed" her and, when he tried to kiss her, she turned her head. Trump kissed her on the side of the mouth "for a little too long" and then he left her.[52][53]

Heller's husband and children, who were present during the event, have corroborated her account. In the summer of 2015, the members of Heller's mahjong[image: External link] group heard Heller's account of the 1997 incident; this was not long after Trump announced his candidacy.[54] She decided to go public after seeing the second presidential debate on October 9, 2016. Heller is a registered Democrat, and public supporter of Hillary Clinton.[52]

Trump campaign spokesperson Jason Miller stated that Heller's account is "false" and "politically motivated".[54]
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 Temple Taggart McDowell (1997)




Temple Taggart McDowell, Miss Utah USA[image: External link] in 1997, publicly accused Trump of unwanted kisses and embraces that left McDowell and one of her chaperones so uncomfortable, according to McDowell, that she claimed she was instructed not to be left in a room alone with him again. According to McDowell, a chaperone had accompanied her to Trump's office.[55] At the time, McDowell was 21 and was known as Temple Taggart.[2] This incident occurred in Trump's first year of ownership of the Miss USA contest.[2]

McDowell told her story initially to The New York Times in May 2016[55] which was published in the "Crossing the Line: How Donald Trump Behaved With Women in Private" article.[26] She had not intended to speak publicly about the incidents again, but she received numerous calls recently due to the "Crossing the Line" article and felt, as a mother, that it is important to share a message about unwanted advances: "You have the right to say no. You have the right to get out of there. You have the right to leave, and you have the right to make them feel uncomfortable if they're making you feel uncomfortable," she said. Trump stated that he does not know her and denied McDowell's claims.[55] He also told The New York Times that he is "reluctant to kiss strangers on the lips."[2]

Taggart McDowell stated that she is a Republican, and not coming out with the allegation in order to support Hillary Clinton.[56]
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 Karena Virginia (1998)




At an October 2016 press conference with attorney Gloria Allred[image: External link], yoga[image: External link] instructor and life coach[image: External link] Karena Virginia stated that in 1998, Trump grabbed her arm and touched her breast. Virginia, who was 27 years old at the time, was waiting for a ride after the US Open[image: External link] in Queens, New York[image: External link].[57] She stated that Trump, who she had not met previously, approached her with a small group of other men, while commenting on her legs, then he grabbed her right arm. Virginia continued, "Then his hand touched the right side of my breast. I was in shock. I flinched. ‘Don’t you know who I am? Don’t you know who I am?’ – that’s what he said to me. I felt intimidated and I felt powerless."[57]

Trump campaign spokesperson Jessica Ditto responded to the allegation with a statement reading in part, "Discredited political operative Gloria Allred, in another coordinated, publicity seeking attack with the Clinton campaign, will stop at nothing to smear Mr. Trump."[58]
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 Mindy McGillivray (2003)




In an article by The Palm Beach Post[image: External link], Mindy McGillivray stated that in January 2003, when she was 23 years old, she was groped by Trump at his Mar-a-Lago estate.[2][43] She said, "All of a sudden I felt a grab, a little nudge. I think it's [my friend Ken Davidoff's] camera bag, that was my first instinct. I turn around and there's Donald. He sort of looked away quickly."[2] Ken Davidoff, a photographer, corroborated McGillivray's account, saying he remembered her pulling him aside moments after the alleged incident to say "Donald just grabbed my ass!"[43]

McGillivray said that she "chose to stay quiet"[40] and never reported the incident to authorities. She had only shared details of the incident with close family and friends until she heard Trump deny such behavior during the second presidential debate on October 9, 2016.[43] Hope Hicks, Trump's press secretary, stated that McGillivray's allegations lacked "any merit or veracity" and were untruthful.[40]

Ken Davidoff's brother, Darryl Davidoff, said that he was also present at the time at Mar-a-Lago, and stated that in his opinion McGillivray is lying.[59][60] According to Darryl: "I do not believe it really happened. Nobody saw it happen and she just wanted to be in the limelight."[59][c]
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 Rachel Crooks (2005)




In 2005, Rachel Crooks was a 22-year-old receptionist at Bayrock Group[image: External link], a real estate investment and development company in Trump Tower in Manhattan. She says she encountered Trump in an elevator in the building one morning and turned to introduce herself. They shook hands, but Mr. Trump would not let go. Instead, he began kissing her cheeks, then directly on the mouth.[41][44] "It was so inappropriate," Crooks recalled in an interview. "I was so upset that he thought I was so insignificant that he could do that."[44] Her story was printed by The New York Times, along with that of Jessica Leeds.[41] Trump has categorically disputed Crooks' claims.[2] Crooks is a public supporter and donor to Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign.[61]
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 Natasha Stoynoff (2005)




Canadian author and journalist Natasha Stoynoff, who wrote for People magazine and, previously, the Toronto Star and Toronto Sun, went to Trump's Florida estate in December 2005 to interview him and his wife, Melania. While there, Trump gave Stoynoff a tour of the Mar-a-Lago estate. She says that during this tour, he pushed her against a wall and forced his tongue into her mouth.[2][40]

Stoynoff described the alleged episode, "We walked into that room alone, and Trump shut the door behind us. I turned around, and within seconds he was pushing me against the wall and forcing his tongue down my throat ... I was stunned. And I was grateful when Trump's longtime butler burst into the room a minute later, as I tried to unpin myself."[42] Stoynoff composed herself and conducted the interview,[2] after which she said Trump repeatedly told her, "We're going to have an affair, I'm telling you."[40][42] Melania was also interviewed for that article.[42]

Trump sent out a tweet on October 13, 2016, in which he said it had not happened and wondered why she had not mentioned the event in her People article of 2005.[2] Stoynoff responded that she had become angry when Trump denied assaulting women during the presidential debate and was triggered by the release of the Access Hollywood recording in early October. Until that point, she said, she had conflicting emotions common among victims of assault, combined with embarrassment and confusion. J.D. Heyman, People's deputy editor, said: "It was disorienting for her. She felt a great deal of worry and distress about it. Then she felt angry."[62]

That same day, Melania's lawyer demanded an apology from People magazine, stating that Melania did not say some or all of what was quoted in the People article by Stoynoff published on October 12, 2016; Melania specifically denied Stoynoff's claim that she'd run into her on Fifth Avenue[image: External link] following the article's publication.[63] In an interview with Anderson Cooper that aired October 17 on CNN, Melania again denied having crossed paths with Stoynoff on Fifth Avenue, as stated in Stoynoff's article. The following day, People published the account of Liza Herz. Herz said she witnessed the sidewalk encounter between Stoynoff and Melania Trump; Herz' account corroborated that of Stoynoff.[64]

On October 18, People produced six corroborating witnesses who said Stoynoff had recounted the incident to them around the time that it occurred.[64] The six witnesses were: "two editors from People, Mary Green and Liz McNeil; a professor of journalism, Paul McLaughlin; a co-worker; and two personal friends of Ms. Stoynoff."[65]

Trump's former butler at Mar-a-lago resort in Florida, Anthony Senecal[image: External link], 85, was asked about the 2005 incident in which Ms Stoynoff alleged that the butler "burst in" on Mr Trump when she was pinned down by him; Senecal denied that ever happened. Mr. Senecal further states as a butler "I don’t burst in. I knock, then I go in, usually after someone says ‘come in'," further alleging "And when I went in, there was nothing strange about where she was standing."[66][67] According to Senecal, the alleged incident took place in a massage room with windows all around which made it unsuitable to grope anyone since there was no privacy.[66]
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 Jessica Drake (2006)




On October 22, 2016, Jessica Drake[image: External link] and attorney Gloria Allred held a news conference in which Drake accused Trump of having sexually assaulted her and two acquaintances nearly ten years prior. Drake, an adult film actress and sex education advocate, said that she met Trump at her company's booth during a charity golf tournament at Lake Tahoe[image: External link] in 2006. Drake claims that she was invited to meet with Trump, who was married at the time, at his hotel suite; she was "uncomfortable going alone" and brought two friends. Describing the meeting with Trump, Drake recounted that "He grabbed each of us tightly, in a hug and kissed each one of us without asking permission."[68] Drake stated that she and her friends left the suite after 30–45 minutes. Shortly thereafter, Drake claims she received phone calls from Trump or his associate, requesting that she join him in his suite for $10,000, and offering to fly her on his jet[image: External link] back to Los Angeles. She said she declined his offers.[68]

During the news conference, Drake said, "I am not looking for monetary compensation. I do not need additional fame... I understand that I may be called a liar or an opportunist but I will risk that in order to stand in solidarity with women who share similar accounts."[68][69] During the news conference, Gloria Allred held up a picture showing Trump and Drake standing together at the time.[68]

In response to Drake's allegations, the Trump campaign stated that her story is "false and ridiculous", that "[t]he picture is one of thousands taken out of respect for people asking to have their picture taken with Mr. Trump" but Trump did not know Drake and "would have no interest in ever knowing her," and that the story was "just another attempt by the Clinton campaign to defame a candidate."[70] Donald Trump appeared to dismiss the significance of the accusation because of Drake's line of work, saying, "Oh, I’m sure she’s never been grabbed before."[71][72]

Amanda Prestigiacomo, writing in the The Daily Wire[image: External link], has criticized Drake for suggesting that being greeted with a hug and a kiss without permission is "sexual assault".[73] According to Prestigiacomo, if this were to be "sexual assault" then everyone has been "sexually assaulted" numerous times, and making such a claim does a disservice to women who have actually faced sexual assault.[73]
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 Ninni Laaksonen (2006)




Ninni Laaksonen[image: External link], Miss Finland 2006[image: External link], appeared with Trump on the Late Show with David Letterman on July 26, 2006.[74] Laaksonen claims that before they went on the air, Trump grabbed her buttocks. As Laaksonen describes the interaction: "He really grabbed my butt. I don’t think anybody saw it but I flinched and thought: "What is happening?"[74] Someone later told Laaksonen that Trump liked her because she looked like his wife, Melania, when she was younger.[75][76][77]

Laaksonen revealed her account to a local Finnish newspaper, Ilta-Sanomat[image: External link], which had contacted her regarding the level of professionalism involved in Donald Trump's handling of his employees within the Miss Universe pageant. The story was published on October 27, 2016.[78]
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 Summer Zervos (2007)




Summer Zervos was a contestant on the fifth season[image: External link] of The Apprentice, which filmed in 2005 and aired in 2006.[79][d] After she contacted Trump, in 2007, about a job after the show's completion, he invited her to meet him at The Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link]. Zervos stated that Trump was sexually suggestive during their meeting, kissing her open-mouthed, groping her breasts,[79] and thrusting his genitals on her.[81] She also stated that his behavior was aggressive and not consensual.[80] Zervos is being represented by attorney Gloria Allred.[82]

John Barry, her cousin and a Trump supporter, claimed that Zervos had talked to her family and friends about Trump, promoting his candidacy and stating how he had helped her out in her life. During the presidential primary campaign, Zervos allegedly invited Trump to her restaurant, and he declined.[82][83] In October 2016, the Trump presidential campaign released an email by Zervos, sent in April 2016, in which she expressed her wish to 'reconnect' with Trump.[84]

On January 17, 2017, Zervos filed a defamation lawsuit against Trump, arising from his claim that she had lied about the allegations.[85][86] Marc Kasowitz[image: External link] is defending Trump in the case.[87]
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 Burnett's unnamed friend (2010)




According to CNN anchor Erin Burnett[image: External link], an unnamed female friend of Burnett's alleges she was kissed in a Trump Tower boardroom in 2010. She said, "Trump took Tic Tacs[image: External link], suggested I take them also. He then leaned in, catching me off guard, and kissed me almost on lips. I was really freaked out." She was invited by Trump into his office. She and Trump were alone in the office when he made further advances, giving her his cell phone number, telling her she was special, and asking her to call him. The woman said that she "ran the hell out of there". The story was reported by Burnett on CNN in October 2016.[2]
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 Cassandra Searles (2013)




Rolling Stone and NPR have reported that Cassandra Searles, Miss Washington USA[image: External link] of 2013, was fondled by Trump during the Miss USA pageant of that year.[2][88] Yahoo!News published an article in June 2016[2] stating that Searles had made Facebook postings that accused Trump of making unwanted advances. She said that he was "continually" groping her buttocks and had asked her to go "to his hotel room".[2][88][89] Searles also asserted that Trump had "treated us like cattle."[89] Trump and his campaign have not specifically responded to Searles' allegations.[2]
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 Allegations of pageant dressing room visits




Trump owned the Miss Universe franchise, which includes Miss USA and Miss Teen USA, from 1996 to 2015.[55][88] Contestants of the shows have alleged that, during his tenure, Trump would enter the dressing rooms while they were in various stages of undress. These incidents happened in 1997, 2000, 2001, and 2006. Former Miss Arizona[image: External link] Tasha Dixon mentioned such an incident in 2001 at the Miss USA contest.[90]

Trump also entered the dressing room of the Miss Teen USA pageant in 1997 while the girls were dressing. The youngest contestants were 15 years old. He told the girls, "Don't worry, ladies, I've seen it all before."[44][88][91] Of the 15 former contestants who were interviewed, none alleged Trump said anything sexually explicit or made physical contact in the dressing room.[92]

During a Howard Stern[image: External link] interview in 2005, Trump described his practice of walking in unannounced while beauty pageant contestants were naked or partially clothed:


You know, no men are anywhere. And I'm allowed to go in because I'm the owner of the pageant. And therefore I'm inspecting it... Is everyone OK? You know, they're standing there with no clothes. And you see these incredible-looking women. And so I sort of get away with things like that ... I'll go backstage before a show, and everyone's getting dressed and ready and everything else.[88]
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 Miss Teen USA contestants




Mariah Billado, Miss Vermont Teen USA[image: External link], is one of four women to mention such a dressing room visit incident in 1997.[92] Billado said of the visit: "I remember putting on my dress really quick, because I was like, 'Oh my god, there's a man in here.' Trump, she recalled, said something like, 'Don't worry, ladies, I've seen it all before.'"[2] The dressing room had 51 contestants, each with their own stations. Eleven girls said that they did not see Trump enter the dressing room, though some said it was possible that he entered while they were somewhere else, or that they didn’t notice. Allison Bowman, Miss Wisconsin Teen USA[image: External link], expressed skepticism: "these were teenage girls. If anything inappropriate had gone on, the gossip would have flown."[92] Billado recalled talking to Ivanka, Trump's daughter, who responded "Yeah, he does that."[2] Trump's campaign stated the allegations of him entering the dressing room “have no merit and have already been disproven by many other individuals who were present.”[93]
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 Bridget Sullivan (2000)




In 2000, Bridget Sullivan was Miss New Hampshire USA[image: External link]. As she prepared for a television broadcast, Trump walked into the dressing room. She told BuzzFeed that he was coming to wish the contestants good luck, but they "were all naked". Some contestants that night do not remember him entering while the ladies prepared and other contestants mentioned that they had no negative experiences with Trump. A spokesman for Trump said that Sullivan's claims were "totally false".[2]
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 Tasha Dixon (2001)




Tasha Dixon, Miss Arizona USA[image: External link] 2001, told a CBS affiliate in Los Angeles that in 2001, "[Trump] just came strolling right in. There was no second to put a robe on or any sort of clothing or anything. Some girls were topless, other girls were naked." She said that having been walked in on when the women had little or no clothes put them in a "very physically vulnerable position, and then to have the pressure of the people that work for him telling us to go fawn all over him, go walk up to him, talk to him ..." Trump's response, provided through spokeswoman Jessica Ditto, is that: "These accusations have no merit and have already been disproven by many other individuals who were present," Ditto adds that she believes that there is a political motivation behind the accusation.[2]
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 Unnamed contestants (2001)




An unnamed Miss USA contestant said that in 2001 Trump walked into her dressing room unannounced while she and another contestant were undressed. She told The Guardian that Trump "just barged right in, didn't say anything, stood there and stared at us .... He didn't walk in and say, 'Oh, I'm so sorry, I was looking for someone.' He walked in, he stood and he stared. He was doing it because he knew that he could." Another contestant told The Guardian that the contestant spoke to others of this event at the time.[2]
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 Samantha Holvey (2006)




On October 14, 2016, Samantha Carol Holvey, Miss North Carolina USA[image: External link] 2006, related that "Trump's conduct was "creepy" around the women participating but never made an advance toward her." She also said that prior to pageant events, Trump had "moved into areas where she and other contestants were getting ready," and that she had "never been around men that were like that."[94]
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 Reactions
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 Comparisons to other behavior




Shaun R. Harper, executive director of the Penn Graduate Center for Education[image: External link], has said that "many men talk like Donald Trump"; objectifying women and saying offensive things about them. He puts Trump in a class of men whose behavior sometimes includes sexual assault and degrading women.[95] The Economist drew similar parallels, pointing to research that objectifying women can make sexual assault more likely.[96] NPR reported that Trump has exhibited questionable behavior in his treatment of women for some time, using offensive language to describe women including Megyn Kelly[image: External link], Rosie O'Donnell[image: External link], and former Miss Universe Alicia Machado[image: External link].[97] Arwa Mahdawi of The Guardian called his past remarks a "masterclass in rape culture[image: External link]", pointing to statements such as "26,000 unreported sexual assults [sic] in the military-only 238 convictions. What did these geniuses expect when they put men & women together?" and "women, you have to treat 'em like shit."[98] On October 13, a transcript from a 1994 Primetime Live[image: External link] interview was unearthed where Trump states "I tell friends who treat their wives magnificently, get treated like crap in return, 'Be rougher and you’ll see a different relationship.'"[99]
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Trump has presented himself as a political martyr[image: External link] in the face of these accusations.[100][e] He declared "this is a conspiracy against you, the American people", saying "the Washington establishment and the financial and media corporations that fund it exist for only one reason: to protect and enrich itself" and that "the Clinton machine is at the center of this power structure."[101] In his next speech, he said New York Times reporters are "corporate lobbyists" for minority shareholder[image: External link] Carlos Slim[image: External link] and Hillary Clinton, suggesting Slim's motivation is that he "comes from Mexico."[102] Trump also said the accusers may instead have been motivated by fame or money.[102] He went on to wonder why President Barack Obama had not been accused yet, and denied the Jessica Leeds allegation by saying "she would not be my first choice."[102]

In the third presidential debate[image: External link], Trump repeated his claims: "I think they want either fame or her campaign did it and I think it's her campaign."[103] At a speech at Gettysburg[image: External link] outlining his vision for his first 100 days, he repeated his denials and stated "all of these liars will be sued after the election is over."[104] To date, however, Trump has not filed suit against any of his accusers.[12]
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Melania Trump has responded to the allegations by charging Trump's accusers with lying. Mrs Trump has insisted that her husband is a "gentleman" and claimed that he had become a victim of a conspiracy involving the news media and the Clinton campaign.[105][106]

Although Ivanka Trump has claimed to be shocked over Trump's 2005 lewd Access Hollywood tapes, calling them "inappropriate and offensive", she has refused directly to address the issue of her father's alleged sexual assault.[107] In contrast, Donald Trump Jr. described the 2005 comments as "a fact of life",[108] and Eric Trump dismissed all allegations of assault as "dirty tricks" from the Clinton campaign.[109]
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Leeds's and Crooks's allegations, published by The New York Times on October 13, were disputed by Trump's campaign as having "no merit or veracity". The campaign alleged that the Times had a vendetta against Trump.[45] The Trump campaign issued this statement through its spokesman Jason Miller:[2]


This entire article is fiction, and for The New York Times to launch a completely false, coordinated character assassination[image: External link] against Mr. Trump on a topic like this is dangerous. To reach back decades in an attempt to smear[image: External link] Mr. Trump trivializes sexual assault, and it sets a new low for where the media is willing to go in its efforts to determine this election. It is absurd to think that one of the most recognizable business leaders on the planet with a strong record of empowering women in his companies would do the things alleged in this story, and for this to only become public decades later in the final month of a campaign for president should say it all. Further, the Times story buries the pro-Clinton financial and social media activity on behalf of Hillary Clinton's candidacy, reinforcing that this truly is nothing more than a political attack. This is a sad day for the Times.



Trump's campaign staff also stated that the Stoynoff and McGillivray accusations were without merit.[40]
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Trump's attorneys demanded a retraction[image: External link] of the Times article and an apology for what they said was a "libelous article"[40]— defamation[image: External link] designed to destroy Trump's run for president.[45] David McCraw, assistant general counsel for the Times, responded on October 13, 2016, to the libel claims from Trump's attorney. He stated that Trump's reputation is damaged and "could not be further affected" due to his own statements, like those he made on the Howard Stern show. McCraw continues, "it would have been a disservice not just to our readers but to democracy itself to silence [the accusers'] voices."[110] In response to the request to retract the story, McCraw said, "We decline to do so" and stated that Trump was free to pursue the matter in court.[111]

Trump's attorney, Michael D. Cohen[image: External link], has defended Trump by saying that the accusers are not women Trump would find to be attractive.[f]
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Further information: Post-assault treatment of sexual assault victims[image: External link]


The hashtag[image: External link] #WhyWomenDontReport started trending on Twitter in response to the Trump campaign's statements that the accusers lack credibility.[114] Many commentators disputed the claim that the timing of the allegations during the presidential campaign has a bearing on how likely the events were. The range of reasons given for why women are reluctant to immediately report sexual assault included fear of reprisals, fear that no one will believe them, the low likelihood of obtaining justice against the assailant, and the traumatic experience of having to be reminded of the event.[114] Liz Plank points out that Trump's accusers are now experiencing all of these factors since coming forward.[115] Civil rights lawyer Debra Katz and others point out that high-profile cases tend to encourage victims to speak up, even years later.[116][117] Tom Tremblay, a police specialist in sexual assault, says: "Victims may wait days, weeks, months, years, decades ... When one victim comes forward, it's not at all uncommon to see other victims come forward, who are thinking, 'Well, they came forward; now it’s not just my word.'"[118] Susan Dominus, writing for The New York Times Magazine[image: External link], hopes this backlash against Trump will lead to more people believing women's stories in the future.[119]
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Washington Times[image: External link] online opinion editor and Fox News contributor Monica Crowley[image: External link] has commented that the accusations come across as a "classical political hit job" on Trump. According to Crowley this "coordinated attack" could backfire and end up generating sympathy for Trump.[120]
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There was also criticism in the print media against the television media, which was perceived to have ignored the allegations until the Donald Trump and Billy Bush recording surfaced.[121]
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	External video



	
First Lady Michelle Obama live in Manchester, New Hampshire | Hillary Clinton[image: External link] on YouTube – speech about Trump, sexual predation, and women's experiences




The day after The New York Times reported the allegations, First Lady Michelle Obama[image: External link] delivered a widely praised speech on women's experiences of sexism and sexually predatory behavior.[122][123][124] Chris Cillizza[image: External link] of The Washington Post said the speech "will go down as one of the most important of this political cycle, a moment in which she crystallized the feelings of many women in the wake of the Trump tape."[122]

Michelle Obama had planned to deliver her normal campaign speech, but said during her speech it would have been “dishonest and disingenuous” to do so, as she felt compelled to address Trump’s remarks on women.[125] The speech was "a message she'd been seeking to deliver for a long time about Donald Trump's cruel language toward women."[126] In her speech Obama denounced the Trump tape and Trump's alleged advances: "This was a powerful individual speaking freely and openly about sexually predatory behavior, and actually bragging about kissing and groping women ... And to make matters worse, it now seems very clear that this isn’t an isolated incident." Her speech discussed the history of similar behavior, and the obstacles it places in women's lives, her voice occasionally trembling with emotion:[124]


It’s that feeling of terror and violation that too many women have felt when someone has grabbed them, or forced himself on them and they’ve said no but he didn’t listen – something that we know happens on college campuses and countless other places every single day. It reminds us of stories we heard from our mothers and grandmothers about how, back in their day, the boss could say and do whatever he pleased to the women in the office, and even though they worked so hard, jumped over every hurdle to prove themselves, it was never enough.
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	Donald Trump and Billy Bush recording

	Bill Clinton sexual misconduct allegations[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ The final financial settlement following the Trumps' divorce was made later. There is a discrepancy in reporting of the year of the final settlement; it is reported as having occurred in 1991[16][17] and 1992,[2][14]


	
^ Grabbing someone's vulva[image: External link] without consent is considered sexual assault in most jurisdictions in the United States.[29][30][31][32] Trump and some of his supporters claim that Trump was not saying he committed a sexual assault, or asserted that groping is not sexual assault.[33][34][35] Journalist Emily Crockett says that this is further evidence of a trend to minimize sexual assaults against women.[36] John Banzhaf[image: External link], a public interest law professor at George Washington University[image: External link], stated that "if Trump suddenly and without any warning reached out and grabbed a woman's crotch or breast, it would rather clearly constitute sexual assault," and that Trump's remarks may imply consent, pointing to Trump's statement "and when you're a star, they let you do it. You can do anything."[37]


	
^ Ken Davidoff has claimed that Darryl made the statement casting doubt on McGillivray's allegation in order to protect the family photography business.[59]


	
^ The Associated Press interviewed more than 20 people who had worked on The Apprentice television show for an article. The group included contestants, editors and crew members who described commonly hearing offensive and sexist comments. For instance, Trump talked about what women he wanted to have sex with. The article stated also that he "rated female contestants by the size of their breasts."[80]


	
^

I take all of these slings and arrows, gladly, for you. I take them for our movement, so that we can have our country back. Our great civilization here in America and across the civilized world has come upon a moment of reckoning ... This is our moment of reckoning as a society and as a civilization itself. I didn't need to do this, folks, believe me — believe me. I built a great company and I had a wonderful life. I could have enjoyed the fruits and benefits of years of successful business deals and businesses for myself and my family. Instead of going through this absolute horror show of lies, deceptions, malicious attacks — who would have thought? I'm doing it because this country has given me so much, and I feel so strongly that it's my turn to give back to the country that I love. Many of my friends and many political experts warned me that this campaign would be a journey to hell – said that. But they're wrong. It will be a journey to heaven, because we will help so many people that are so desperately in need of help. "

— Donald Trump[101]





	
^ According to Cohen:

Beauty is in the eye of beholder ... these aren’t even women he’d be attracted to. I think what Mr. Trump is really trying to say is that they’re not somebody that he would be attracted to, and therefore, the whole thing is nonsense.[112][113]
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Business projects of Donald Trump in Russia






Donald Trump has repeatedly pursued business deals in Russia since 1987, and has sometimes traveled there to explore potential business opportunities. In 1996, Trump trademark[image: External link] applications were submitted for potential Russian real estate development deals. Trump's partners and children have repeatedly visited Moscow[image: External link], connecting with developers and government officials[image: External link] to explore joint venture[image: External link] opportunities. Trump was never able to successfully conclude any real estate deals in Russia. However, individual Russians have invested heavily in Trump properties, and following Trump's bankruptcies in the 1990s he borrowed money from Russian sources. In 2008 his son Donald Trump Jr. said that Russia was an important source of money for the Trump businesses.

In January 2017, BuzzFeed reported the existence of the unverified Donald Trump–Russia dossier (also called the Steele dossier), which alleged connections between Trump associates and Russia. Trump responded the next day, and again at a February news conference, that he has no financial connections to Russia. In response to ongoing questions, White House press secretary Sean Spicer reiterated in May that Trump has no business connections to Russia. Also in May, Trump's tax lawyers sent a letter to the Senate Judiciary Committee saying Trump had not received any income from Russian sources over the past 10 years "with a few exceptions".
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 Becoming well known




In 1987 Trump visited Russia to investigate developing a hotel. In 1996 Trump partnered with Liggett-Ducat, a small company, and planned to build an upscale residential development on a Liggett-Ducat property in Moscow[image: External link]. Trump commissioned New York architect Ted Liebman, who did the sketches. In Russia, Trump promoted the proposal and acclaimed the Russian economic market[image: External link]. At a news conference reported by The Moscow Times[image: External link], Trump said he hadn't been "as impressed with the potential of a city as I have been with Moscow" in contrast to other cities had visited "all over the world."[1]

By this time, Trump made known his desire to build in Moscow to government officials for almost ten years "ranging from the Soviet leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev[image: External link] (they first met in Washington in 1987) to the military figure Alexander Lebed[image: External link]."[1] Moscow's mayor, Yuri M. Luzhkov[image: External link], showed Trump plans for a very large shopping mall to be located underground in the vicinity of the Kremlin[image: External link]. The mayor complimented Trump's suggestion that this mall should be connected to the Moscow Metro[image: External link], a rapid transit system serving Moscow. Hence, Okhotny Ryad[image: External link] shopping center visitors now have access to the Metro (underground). Although the 1996 residential development did not happen, Trump was by this time well known in Russia.[2]
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 Expanding the Trump brand




A wide-ranging business stratagem[image: External link] included Russia in ventures intended to internationally expand the Trump brand. It was in the mid-2000s that Trump transitioned from building and investing in real estate to simply licensing his name to hotels, condominiums, and commercial towers[image: External link]. Although a strategy of taking a percentage from the sales was successful in other countries, his terms were not agreeable to Russians and conflicted with their way of doing business with American hotel chains[image: External link].[1][2]

Between 2000–2010 Trump partnered with a development company headquartered in New York represented by a Russian immigrant, Felix Sater[image: External link]. During this period, they partnered for an assortment of deals that included building Trump towers[image: External link] internationally and Russia was included. For example, in 2005 Slater acted as an agent for building a Trump tower alongside Moscow River with letters of intent in hand and "square footage was being analyzed."[1][2]

In 2006, Trump's children Donald Jr. and Ivanka stayed in the Hotel National, Moscow[image: External link] for several days, across from the Kremlin[image: External link], to see promising partners, with the intent of doing real estate development deals.[1][3][4] Sater had traveled to Moscow with Ivanka and Donald Jr.[1][2]

Trump was associated with Tevfik Arif[image: External link], formerly a Soviet commerce official and founder of a development company called the Bayrock Group[image: External link], of which Sater was also a partner. Bayrock searched for deals in Russia while Trump branded towers were attempting to further expand in the United States. Sater said, "We looked at some very, very large properties in Russia," on the scale of "...a large Vegas high-rise."[1] In 2007, Bayrock organized a potential deal in Moscow between Trump International Hotel and Russian investors.[2]

During 2006–2008 Trump's company applied for a number of trademarks in Russia with the goal of real estate developments. These trademark applications include: Trump, Trump Tower, Trump International Hotel and Tower, and Trump Home.[5][6] In 2008, he said as a speaker at a Manhattan real estate conference that he feared the outcome of doing business deals in Russia, but he really prefers "Moscow over all cities in the world" and that within 18 months he had been in Russia a half-dozen times.[1][2]

In a 2015 interview, Trump said that his repeated attempts to launch business deals with Russians resulted in contacts with "…the top-level people, both oligarchs and generals, and top of the government people. I can't go further than that, but I will tell you that I met the top people, and the relationship was extraordinary."[1][2]

Trump Super Premium Vodka, bottles glazed with 24-karat gold, debuted in 2007 at the Millionaire's Fair in Moscow[image: External link]. It was successful only until sometime in 2009. Trump attempted to create a reality show in St. Petersburg, starring a Russian athlete. However, this was not successful.[1][2]
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 Trump's responses




On January 10, 2017, BuzzFeed reported the existence of the Trump-Russia dossier (also called the Steele dossier), a series of reports prepared by a private intelligence source in Great Britain. The unverified dossier alleged various connections and collusion between Trump associates and Russia before and during the 2016 presidential election.[7] The next day, January 11, Trump tweeted, "Russia has never tried to use leverage over me. I HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH RUSSIA - NO DEALS, NO LOANS, NO NOTHING!"[8] USA Today evaluated that assertion as "not exactly true".[9] At a February 16, 2017 press conference, Trump said, "And I can tell you, speaking for myself, I own nothing in Russia. I have no loans in Russia. I don't have any deals in Russia."[10]

On May 9, White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer said, "He [Trump] has no business in Russia. He has no connections to Russia."[11] Also on May 9, 2017, Trump's tax law firm sent a letter to the Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link], which said a review of Trump’s tax returns for the past 10 years did not find income from Russian sources during that period, save for “a few exceptions”.[12] The exceptions were the sale of a Trump-owned estate in Florida for $95 million to a Russian billionaire, and $12.2 million in payments in connection with holding the Miss Universe pageant in Moscow in 2013, plus a number of "immaterial" deals. No independently verifiable evidence was provided, such as tax returns, and it has been noted that even disclosure of tax returns would not necessarily disclose Russian-source income. The letter also said Trump had received undisclosed payments over 10 years from Russians for hotel rooms, rounds of golf, or Trump-licensed products such as wine, ties, or mattresses, which would not have been identified as coming from Russian sources in the tax returns.[13] The letter was a response to earlier requests from Senator Lindsey Graham asking whether there were any such ties.[14]
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Russian interference in the 2016 United States Elections






The United States Intelligence Community[image: External link] has concluded with high confidence[image: External link] that the Russian government[image: External link] interfered in the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link].[1] A January 2017 assessment by the Office of the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] (ODNI) stated that Russia favored presidential candidate Donald Trump over Hillary Clinton, and that Russian President Vladimir Putin personally ordered an "influence campaign" to harm Clinton's electoral chances and "undermine public faith in the US democratic process".[2]

On October 7, 2016,[3] the ODNI and the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] (DHS) jointly stated that Russian intelligence services[image: External link] had hacked[image: External link] the email accounts of the Democratic National Committee[image: External link] (DNC) and Clinton campaign chairman John Podesta[image: External link], and forwarded their contents to WikiLeaks.[4][5] Several cybersecurity[image: External link] firms stated that the cyberattacks[image: External link] were committed by hacker groups Fancy Bear[image: External link] and Cozy Bear[image: External link] associated with Russian intelligence.[6] In January 2017, Director of National Intelligence James Clapper[image: External link] testified that Russia also meddled in the elections by disseminating fake news[image: External link] promoted on social media.[7]

In October 2016, U.S. President Barack Obama directly warned Putin to stop interfering or face "serious consequences".[8] Russian officials have repeatedly denied involvement in any DNC hacks or leaks.[9][10][11] In December 2016, Obama ordered a report on hacking efforts aimed at U.S. elections since 2008,[12] while U.S. Senators called for a bipartisan[image: External link] investigation.[13][14] On December 29, 2016, the U.S. expelled 35 Russian diplomats[image: External link], denied access to two Russia-owned compounds, and broadened existing sanctions[image: External link] on Russian entities and individuals.[15] President-elect Donald Trump initially rejected the intelligence reports, dismissing claims of foreign interference and saying that Democrats[image: External link] were reacting to their election loss.[16][17]

Investigations about Russian influence on the election are underway by multiple federal agencies. FBI director[image: External link] James Comey testified to the House Intelligence Committee in March 2017 that the FBI had been conducting a counter-intelligence[image: External link] investigation about Russian interference since July 2016, including possible coordination between associates of Trump and Russia.[18][19][20] In addition, the Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link][21] and the House Intelligence Committee[image: External link] have been pursuing their own investigations.[22] Federal agencies are investigating possible links and financial ties between the Kremlin and Trump associates, notably targeting Paul Manafort, Carter Page[image: External link] and Roger Stone.[23][24] Comey has said that during his tenure the FBI was never investigating Trump personally.[25]

On May 9, 2017, Trump dismissed Comey.[26] Trump indicated that the dismissal was connected at least in part to dissatisfaction with the story about himself and Russian interference in the election.[27][25] On May 17, 2017, Deputy Attorney General[image: External link] Rod Rosenstein appointed former FBI Director Robert Mueller[image: External link] as special counsel in the FBI's Russia investigation.[28] After the firing of James Comey, the special counsel started an investigation into whether Trump engaged in obstruction of justice[image: External link] by seeking leniency for fired National Security Advisor Michael Flynn[image: External link].[29][30][31][32]
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 Russian involvement
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In December 2016, two senior intelligence officials informed U.S. news media[Note 1] that they were highly confident that Vladimir Putin personally directed the operation to interfere in the 2016 presidential election. They said Putin's motives were a vendetta against Hillary Clinton and the desire to foment global distrust of the U.S.[34] Putin became personally involved after Russia accessed the DNC[image: External link],[34] because such an operation required high government approval.[37] U.S. officials said that under Putin's direction, the goals evolved from criticizing American democracy to attacking Clinton, and by the fall of 2016 to directly help Trump's campaign, because Putin thought he would ease economic sanctions[image: External link].[33] White House Press Secretary Josh Earnest[image: External link][38] and Obama foreign policy advisor and speechwriter Ben Rhodes[image: External link] agreed with this assessment, with Rhodes saying operations of this magnitude required Putin's consent.[33]

In January 2017, the Office of the Director of National Intelligence,[39] representing the work of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the National Security Agency (NSA), published the following assessment[2] in public, non-classified form. The FBI and CIA gave the assessment with high confidence and the NSA with moderate confidence.[2]


President Vladimir Putin ordered an influence campaign in 2016 aimed at the US presidential election. Russia's goals were to undermine public faith in the US democratic process, denigrate Secretary Clinton, and harm her electability and potential presidency. We further assess Putin and the Russian Government developed a clear preference for President-elect Trump. We have high confidence in these judgments.[2]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Russian Institute for Strategic Studies




Main article: Russian Institute for Strategic Studies[image: External link]


Several U.S. officials said to Reuters that the Russian Institute for Strategic Studies[image: External link] (RISS) had developed a strategy to influence the U.S. elections in a direction desirable for Russia.[40] The development of strategy was allegedly ordered by Putin and directed by former officers of Russian Foreign Intelligence Service[image: External link]. The Institute was a part of Russian SVR until 2009. It started working directly for the Russian Presidential Administration[image: External link] later.[41]

According to anonymous US officials, the propaganda efforts began in March 2016. The first set of recommendations, issued in June 2016, reportedly proposed that Russia must support a candidate for U.S. president more favorable to Russia than Obama had been via a social media campaign and through Russia-backed news outlets. The second report was written in October 2016 when a Clinton win appeared likely. It allegedly advocated messages about voter fraud in order to undermine the legitimacy of the U.S. electoral system and a Clinton presidency.[40] RISS director Mikhail Fradkov[image: External link] and Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov[image: External link] denied the allegations.[42]
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See also: Trolls from Olgino[image: External link]


Professor Philip N. Howard[image: External link] of the University of Oxford[image: External link] found that about one half of all news on Twitter directed at Michigan[image: External link] prior to the election was junk or fake. The other half came from real news sources.[43] Criticized for failing to stop fake news from spreading on its platform during the 2016 election,[44] Facebook[image: External link], until May 2017 when it announced plans to hire 3,000 content reviewers, thought that the problem could be solved by engineering.[45]

Clint Watts[image: External link], Foreign Policy Research Institute[image: External link] fellow and senior fellow at the Center for Cyber and Homeland Security at George Washington University[image: External link], and Andrew Weisburd reported for The Daily Beast[image: External link] in August 2016 that Russian propaganda[image: External link] fabricated articles were popularized by social media.[46] The authors wrote that disinformation spread from government-controlled outlets, RT and Sputnik[image: External link] to pro-Russian accounts on Twitter.[46] Citing research by Adrian Chen[image: External link], they compared Russian tactics during the 2016 U.S. election to Soviet Union[image: External link] Cold War[image: External link] strategies.[46] They referenced the 1992 United States Information Agency[image: External link] report to the U.S. Congress, which warned about Russian propaganda called active measures[image: External link].[46] They wrote active measures were made easier with social media.[46] Institute of International Relations Prague[image: External link] senior fellow and scholar on Russian intelligence, Mark Galeotti[image: External link], agreed the Kremlin operations were a form of active measures.[47] The Guardian wrote in November 2016 the most strident Internet promoters of Trump were paid Russian propagandists, estimating several thousand trolls involved.[48]

In a follow-up article, together with colleague J. M. Berger, Weisburd and Watts said they had monitored 7,000 pro-Trump social media accounts over a two-and-a-half year period,[49] and found that such accounts denigrated critics of Russian activities in Syria and propagated falsehoods about Clinton's health.[50] Watts said the propaganda targeted the alt-right movement[image: External link], the right wing[image: External link], and fascist groups[image: External link].[51] Watts' findings cited Russian propaganda which exacerbated criticism of Clinton and support for Trump, via social media, Internet trolls[image: External link], botnets[image: External link], and websites denigrating Clinton.[46]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Background




See also: Russia–United States relations § Obama's tenure (2009–2017)[image: External link]
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 Putin and Clinton




The U.S. intelligence community, in a joint January 6, 2017, declassified report, stated that Russian President Vladimir Putin wish to retaliate against Hillary Clinton due to faulting her for 2011-2012 mass protests[image: External link] against him.[2] On March 20, 2017, FBI Director James Comey testified that Putin disregarded Clinton and preferred her opponent.[54] Putin repeatedly accused Clinton, who served as U.S. Secretary of State from 2009 to 2013, of interfering in Russia's internal affairs[image: External link],[55] and in December 2016, Clinton accused Putin of having a personal grudge against her.[56] Michael McFaul[image: External link], who was U.S. ambassador to Russia, said that the operation could be Putin's retaliation against Clinton.[53] In July 2016, NBC News reported that Clinton was outspoken against Putin.[57] According to Russian security expert Andrei Soldatov[image: External link], one of the reasons Russia tried to sway the U.S. presidential election is perceived antipathy between Clinton and the Russian government.[58]
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 Cyberattack and email leaks




Main articles: Democratic National Committee cyber attacks[image: External link], 2016 Democratic National Committee email leak, Hillary Clinton email controversy, and Podesta emails[image: External link]


In June 2016, the Democratic National Committee[image: External link] (DNC) first stated that the Russian hacker groups Cozy Bear[image: External link] and Fancy Bear[image: External link] had penetrated their campaign servers[image: External link] and leaked information via the Guccifer 2.0[image: External link] online persona.[59][60][61] On July 22, 2016, WikiLeaks released approximately 20,000 emails sent from or received by DNC personnel.[62] Debbie Wasserman Schultz[image: External link] resigned as DNC chairwoman following WikiLeaks releases suggesting collusion against Bernie Sanders' presidential campaign.[63] A few days later, Trump publicly called on Russia to hack and release Hillary Clinton's deleted emails from her private server during her tenure in the State Department[image: External link].[64][65] Trump's comment was condemned by the press and political figures, including some Republicans;[66] he replied that he had been speaking sarcastically.[67] Several Democratic Senators said Trump's comments appeared to violate the Logan Act[image: External link],[68][69] and Harvard Law School professor Laurence Tribe[image: External link] added that Trump's call could be treasonous[image: External link].[70] On October 7, 2016, WikiLeaks started releasing series of emails and documents[image: External link] sent from or received by Hillary Clinton campaign manager John Podesta[image: External link], which continued on a daily basis until Election Day.[71] Podesta later blamed Russia.[72] In April 2017, CIA Director Mike Pompeo stated WikiLeaks was a hostile intelligence agency aided by foreign states including Russia, and said that the U.S. Intelligence Community concluded that Russia's "propaganda outlet" RT[image: External link], had conspired with WikiLeaks.[73]
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 U.S. Counter-Disinformation Team




The International Business Times reported that the United States Department of State[image: External link] planned to use a unit formed with the intention of combating disinformation[image: External link] from the Russian government[image: External link], and that it was disbanded in September 2015 after department heads missed the scope of propaganda before the 2016 U.S. election[image: External link].[74] The unit had been in development for 8 months prior to being scrapped.[74] Titled the Counter-Disinformation Team, it would have been a reboot of the Active Measures Working Group[image: External link] set up by the Reagan Administration[image: External link].[75] It was created under the Bureau of International Information Programs[image: External link].[75] Work began in 2014, with the intention of countering propaganda from Russian sources such as TV network RT[image: External link] (formerly called Russia Today).[75] A beta website[image: External link] was ready, and staff were hired by the U.S. State Department for the unit prior to its cancellation.[75] U.S. Intelligence[image: External link] officials explained to former National Security Agency analyst and counterintelligence[image: External link] officer John R. Schindler that the Obama Administration[image: External link] decided to cancel the unit, as they were afraid of antagonizing Russia.[75] A State Department representative told the International Business Times after being contacted regarding the closure of the unit, that the U.S. was disturbed by propaganda from Russia, and the strongest defense was sincere communication.[74] U.S. Undersecretary of State for Public Diplomacy[image: External link] Richard Stengel[image: External link] was the point person for the unit before it was canceled.[75] Stengel had written in 2014 that RT was engaged in a disinformation campaign about Ukraine.[76]
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 Intrusions into state voter-registration systems




As early as June 2016, the FBI sent a warning to states about "bad actors" probing state-elections systems to seek vulnerabilities.[77] In September 2016, FBI Director James Comey testified before the House Judiciary Committee that the FBI was investigating Russian hackers attempting to disrupt the 2016 election and that federal investigators had detected hacked-related activities in state voter-registration[image: External link] databases,[78] which independent assessments determined were soft targets for hackers.[79] Comey stated there were multiple attempts to hack voter database registrations.[77] Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] James Clapper[image: External link] attributed Russian hacking attempts to Vladimir Putin.[80]

In August 2016, the FBI issued a nationwide "flash alert" warning state election officials about hacking attempts.[79] In September 2016, U.S. Department of Homeland Security officials and the National Association of Secretaries of State[image: External link] reported that hackers had penetrated, or sought to penetrate, the voter-registration systems in more than 20 states over the previous few months.[78] Federal investigators attributed these attempts to Russian government-sponsored hackers,[77] and specifically to Russian intelligence agencies.[79] Four of the intrusions into voter registration databases were successful, including intrusions into the Illinois and Arizona databases.[80] Although the hackers did not appear to change or manipulate data,[78][77] Illinois officials reported that information on up to 200,000 registered voters was stolen.[79] The FBI and DHS increased their election-security coordination efforts with state officials as a result.[77][78] Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson[image: External link] reported that 18 states had requested voting-system security assistance from DHS.[77] The department also offered risk assessments to the states, but just four states expressed interest, as the election was rapidly approaching.[78] The reports of the database intrusions prompted alarm from Senate Minority Leader[image: External link] Harry Reid[image: External link], Democrat of Nevada, who wrote to the FBI saying foreign attempts to cast doubt on free and fair elections[image: External link] was a danger to democracy not seen since the Cold War[image: External link].[80]
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 Leaking of classified document to The Intercept




On June 5, 2017, The Intercept[image: External link] published a top secret NSA document describing details about Russia's attempts to hack American voting systems a week before the election in November 2016.[82][83][84] Less than an hour later, federal contractor Reality Leigh Winner[image: External link] was charged[85][86] with removing this document from a government facility and leaking it to The Intercept.[87][88][89] Winner, a 25-year-old contractor with Pluribus International Corporation[image: External link], had been arrested on charges of leaking the document on June 3.[90][91][92][93][94][95]
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 Putin payroll conversation




In June 2016, a month before the Republican Party nominated Trump for president, House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy[image: External link], after ending a meeting with Ukrainian Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman[image: External link], said in a private conversation with his Republican colleagues that he thought "Putin pays Rohrabacher[image: External link] and Trump". House Speaker Paul Ryan interjected to end the conversation and instructed those present to secrecy.[96] The conversation took place a day after it was revealed that Russian operatives had hacked the DNC[image: External link].[96] The existence of the conversation was publicly revealed in May 2017, by The Washington Post, which obtained a recording of the conversation[96] and published a full transcript of the conversation.[97] When asked for comment, spokesmen for both McCarthy and Ryan initially gave a categorical denial that the conversation had taken place, with the former calling the claim silly. After being informed that a recording of the conversation existed, the spokesmen called the conversation comedic. Evan McMullin, who was present at the conversation as the then-policy director for the House Republican Conference[image: External link], confirmed its content, saying Ryan was worried about it being made public.[96]
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 Cybersecurity analysis




In June and July 2016, cybersecurity[image: External link] experts and firms, including CrowdStrike[image: External link],[98] Fidelis[image: External link], Mandiant[image: External link], SecureWorks[image: External link][99] and ThreatConnect[image: External link], stated the DNC email leaks were part of a series of cyberattacks on the DNC[image: External link] committed by two Russian intelligence groups, called Fancy Bear[image: External link] and Cozy Bear[image: External link],[6][100] also known respectively as APT[image: External link]28 and APT29.[98][101] ThreatConnect also noted possible links between the DC Leaks[image: External link] project and Russian intelligence[image: External link] operations because of a similarity with Fancy Bear attack patterns.[102] Symantec[image: External link] and FireEye[image: External link] examined the data themselves and supported Crowdstrike's analysis that the perpetrators were Fancy Bear and The Dukes (also known as APT29).[103] In June 2016, SecureWorks stated that the actor group was operating from Russia on behalf of the Russian government.[104] In December 2016, Ars Technica[image: External link] IT[image: External link] editor Sean Gallagher reviewed the publicly available evidence, and wrote that attribution of the DNC hacks to Russian intelligence was based on clues from attack methods and similarity to other cases, as the hacking was tracked in real time since May 2016 by CrowdStrike's monitoring tools.[105]
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 U.S. intelligence analysis
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 GCHQ tips and CIA briefings to Congress




In part because U.S. agencies cannot surveil U.S. citizens without a warrant, the U.S. was slow to recognize a pattern itself. From late 2015 until the summer of 2016, during routine surveillance of Russians, several countries discovered interactions between the Trump campaign and Moscow. The UK, Germany, Estonia, Poland, and Australia (and possibly the Netherlands and France) relayed their discoveries to the U.S.[106]

According to The Guardian because the materials were highly sensitive, Robert Hannigan[image: External link], then the director of the UK's GCHQ[image: External link], contacted CIA director John O. Brennan[image: External link] to give him information directly.[106] Concerned, Brennan gave classified briefings to the Gang of Eight[image: External link] (the leaders of the House and Senate, and the leaders of the House and Senate intelligence committees) during late August and September 2016.[107] Referring only to intelligence allies and not to specific sources, Brennan told the Gang of Eight that he had received evidence that Russia might be trying to help Trump win the U.S. election.[106] On May 23, 2017, Brennan stated to the House Intelligence Committee[image: External link] that Russia "brazenly interfered" in the 2016 US elections. He said that he first picked up on Russia's active meddling "last summer",[108] and that he had on August 4, 2016 warned his counterpart at Russia's FSB[image: External link] intelligence agency, Alexander Bortnikov[image: External link], against further interference.[109]
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 October 2016 ODNI / DHS joint statement




At the Aspen security conference[image: External link] in summer 2016, Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] James Clapper[image: External link] said that Vladimir Putin wanted to retaliate against perceived U.S. intervention in Russian affairs with the 2011–13 Russian protests[image: External link] and the ousting of Viktor Yanukovych in the 2014 Ukraine crisis[image: External link].[110] In July 2016, consensus grew within the CIA that Russia had hacked the DNC[image: External link].[111] In a joint statement on October 7, 2016, the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] and the Office of the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] expressed confidence that Russia had interfered in the presidential election by stealing emails from politicians and U.S. groups and publicizing the information.[4] On December 2, intelligence sources told CNN they had gained confidence that Russia's efforts were aimed at helping Trump win the election.[112]
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 December 2016 CIA report




On December 9, the CIA told U.S. legislators the U.S. Intelligence Community[image: External link] had concluded, in a consensus view, that Russia conducted operations to assist Donald Trump in winning the presidency, stating that "individuals with connections to the Russian government", previously known to the intelligence community, had given WikiLeaks hacked emails from the DNC[image: External link] and John Podesta[image: External link].[113] The agencies further stated that Russia had hacked the RNC as well, but did not leak information obtained from there.[114] These assessments were based on evidence obtained before the election.[115] According to an unnamed official, the intelligence community did not believe that Moscow's efforts altered the outcome of the election.[116]
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 FBI inquiries




In June 2016, the FBI notified the Illinois Republican Party that some of its email accounts may have been hacked.[117] In December 2016, an FBI official stated that Russian attempts to access the RNC server were unsuccessful.[114] In an interview with George Stephanopoulos[image: External link] of ABC News, RNC chair Reince Priebus stated they communicated with the FBI when they learned about the DNC hacks, and a review determined their servers were secure.[118] On January 10, 2017, FBI Director[image: External link] James Comey told the Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link] that Russia succeeded in "collecting some information from Republican-affiliated targets but did not leak it to the public".[119]

On July 25, 2016, the FBI announced that it would investigate the hack of the Democratic National Committee emails, following the publication on July 22 of a large number of the emails by WikiLeaks.[120][121] On October 31, 2016, The New York Times stated that the FBI had been examining possible connections between the Trump campaign and Russia, but did not find any clear links.[122] At the time, FBI officials thought Russia was motivated to undermine confidence in the U.S. political process rather than specifically support Trump.[122] During a House Intelligence Committee[image: External link] hearing in early December, the CIA said it was certain of Russia's intent to help Trump.[123] On December 16, 2016, CIA Director[image: External link] John O. Brennan[image: External link] sent a message to his staff saying he had spoken with FBI Director James Comey and Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] James Clapper[image: External link], and that all agreed with the CIA's conclusion that Russia interfered in the presidential election with the motive of supporting Donald Trump's candidacy.[124]

On March 20, 2017, during public testimony to the House Intelligence Committee, FBI director James Comey confirmed the existence of an FBI investigation into Russian interference and Russian links to the Trump campaign, including the question of whether there had been any coordination between the campaign and the Russians.[18] He said the investigation began in July 2016.[19] Comey made the unusual decision to reveal the ongoing investigation to Congress, citing benefit to the public good.[125]
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 December 2016 FBI / DHS Joint Analysis Report




On December 29, 2016, the FBI and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) released an unclassified Joint Analysis Report titled "GRIZZLY STEPPE – Russian Malicious Cyber Activity".[101] It gave new technical details regarding methods used by Russian intelligence services for affecting the U.S. election, government, political organizations and private sector.[126][127]

The report included malware samples[image: External link] and other technical details as evidence that the Russian government had hacked the Democratic National Committee.[128] Alongside the report, DHS published Internet Protocol addresses[image: External link], malware[image: External link], and files used by Russian hackers.[126] An article in the Süddeutsche Zeitung[image: External link] discussed the difficulty of proof in matters of cybersecurity. Persons quoted in the article told the paper that the unclassified evidence provided by the Joint Analysis Report did not provide proof of Russian culpability. One analyst told the Süddeutsche Zeitung that U.S. intelligence services could be keeping some information secret to protect their sources and analysis methods.[129]

Ars Technica security editor Dan Goodin wrote that, the U.S. analysis lacked technical evidence of an attempt to influence the 2016 election.[130] Former hacker Kevin Poulsen[image: External link], writing for The Daily Beast[image: External link], stated that while other public sources provide solid evidence of Russia's interference, the JAR report did not adequately explain it, thus encouraging conspiracy theorists who doubt the report.[103] The Daily Beast stated that the report faced criticism from cybersecurity analysts for its lack of concrete evidence and disorganization.[131]
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 January 2017 Intelligence Community Assessment




On January 6, 2017, after briefing the president, the president-elect, and members of the Senate and House, U.S. intelligence agencies released a de-classified version[132] of the report on Russian activities. The report asserted that Russia had carried out a massive cyber operation ordered by Russian President Putin with the goal to sabotage the 2016 U.S. elections. The agencies concluded that Putin and the Russian government tried to help Trump win the election by discrediting Hillary Clinton and portraying her negatively relative to Trump, and that Russia had conducted a multipronged cyber campaign consisting of hacking and the extensive use of social media and trolls, as well as open propaganda on Russian-controlled news platforms.[133] The report contained no information how the data was collected and provided no evidence underlying its conclusions.[134][135] A large part of the report was dedicated to criticizing Russian TV channel RT America[image: External link], which it described as a "messaging tool" for the Kremlin.[136] On March 5, 2017, James Clapper said, in an interview with Chuck Todd[image: External link] on Meet the Press[image: External link] that, regarding the January 2017 Intelligence Community Assessment, their report did not have evidence of collusion.[137] On May 14, 2017, in an interview with George Stephanopoulos[image: External link], Clapper explained more about the state of evidence for or against any collusion, saying he was personally unaware of evidence of collusion but was also unaware of the existence of the formal investigation.[138]
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 Investigation into financial flows




On January 18, 2017, McClatchy[image: External link] reported that an investigation into "how money may have moved from the Kremlin to covertly help Trump win" had been conducted over several months by six federal agencies: the FBI, the CIA, the NSA, the Justice Department, the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network[image: External link] and representatives of the DNI[image: External link].[23] The New York Times confirmed this investigation into Carter Page[image: External link], Paul Manafort and Roger Stone on January 19, 2017, the eve of the presidential inauguration.[139]
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 James Comey testimony, June 8, 2017




In testimony to the Senate Intelligence Committee on June 8, former FBI Director James Comey affirmed he has "no doubt" that Russia interfered in the 2016 election:


SEN. MARTIN HEINRICH (D-NM): The president has repeatedly talked about ... Russia's involvement in the U.S. election cycle as "a hoax" and as "fake news." ...

JAMES COMEY: Yes, sir. There should be no fuzz on this whatsoever. The Russians interfered in our election during the 2016 cycle. They did it with purpose. They did it with sophistication. They did it with overwhelming technical efforts. And it was an active measures campaign driven from the top of that government. There is no fuzz on that. It is a high-confidence judgment of the entire intelligence community, and the members of this committee have seen the intelligence. It's not a close call. That happened. That's about as unfake as you can possibly get and is very, very serious, which is why it's so refreshing to see a bipartisan focus on that because this is about America, not about any particular party.

HEINRICH: So that was a hostile act by the Russian government against this country?

COMEY: Yes, sir.

[140]
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 U.S. government response
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 U.S. Senate




Members of the U.S. Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link] traveled to Ukraine and Poland in 2016 and learned about Russian operations to influence their elections.[141][141] Senator Angus King[image: External link] said the problem frustrated both political parties.[142] On November 30, 2016, seven members of the committee asked President Obama to declassify[image: External link] and publicize more information on Russia's role in the U.S. election.[141][143] Representatives in the U.S. Congress took action to monitor the national security of the United States[image: External link] by advancing legislation to monitor propaganda.[144][145] On November 30, 2016, legislators approved a measure within the National Defense Authorization Act[image: External link] to ask the U.S. State Department[image: External link] to act against propaganda with an inter-agency panel.[144][145] The initiative was developed through a bipartisan[image: External link] bill, the Countering Foreign Propaganda and Disinformation Act[image: External link], written by U.S. Senators Republican Rob Portman[image: External link] and Democrat Chris Murphy[image: External link].[144] Senate Intelligence Committee member Ron Wyden[image: External link] said frustration over covert Russian propaganda was bipartisan.[144]

Republican U.S. Senators stated they planned to hold hearings and investigate Russian influence on the 2016 U.S. elections.[146] By doing so they went against the preference of incoming Republican President-elect Trump, who downplayed Russian interference.[146] Armed Services Committee[image: External link] Chairman John McCain and Intelligence Committee Chairman Richard Burr[image: External link] planned investigations of Russian cyberwarfare[image: External link].[146] U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link] Chairman Bob Corker[image: External link] planned a 2017 investigation.[146] Senator Lindsey Graham indicated he would conduct an investigation during the 115th Congress[image: External link].[146] On December 11, 2016, top-ranking bipartisan[image: External link] members of the U.S. Senate issued a joint statement responding to the intelligence assessments Russia influenced the election.[13] The two Republican signers were Senators Graham and McCain, both members of the Armed Services Committee; the two Democratic signers were incoming Minority Leader[image: External link] Chuck Schumer[image: External link], and Senator Jack Reed[image: External link], the ranking member[image: External link] of the Armed Services Committee.[147][148][149]

Senator McCain called for a special select committee[image: External link] of the U.S. Senate to investigate Russian meddling in the election,[150][151] and called election meddling an "act of war".[152] Republican Senator and Intelligence Committee member James Lankford[image: External link] agreed that investigation into Russian influence on the elections should be cooperative between parties.[153] Republican Senator Susan Collins[image: External link] said a bipartisan investigation should improve proactive cyber defense[image: External link].[154] Outgoing Senate Democratic Caucus[image: External link] leader Harry Reid[image: External link] said the FBI hid Russian interference to swing the election for Trump, and called for James Comey to resign.[155]

On December 12, 2016, Senate Majority Leader[image: External link] Republican Mitch McConnell[image: External link] expressed confidence in U.S. intelligence.[14] McConnell added that investigation of Russia's actions should be bipartisan and held by the Senate Intelligence Committee.[14] The next day, Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman Richard Burr (R-NC) and Vice Chairman Mark Warner[image: External link] (D-VA) announced the scope of the committee's official inquiry[image: External link]. Senators McCain, Graham, Schumer, and Reed issued a joint bipartisan statement on December 18, urging McConnell to create a select committee tasked with the investigation.[156]

On December 14, 2016, Graham said Russians hacked into his Senate campaign email, adding that the FBI contacted his campaign in August 2016 to notify them of the breach in security that occurred in June to his campaign vendor.[157][158] On December 15, Graham stated that in order for Trump's nominee for United States Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson, to earn his confirmation vote, Tillerson would need to acknowledge his belief Russia interfered in the 2016 elections.[159]

On December 16, Burr denied that the CIA was acting on political motives and stated that intelligence employees hold diverse perspectives.[124] The committee issued a release emphasizing they earnestly took into consideration the fact that both the Senate Majority and Minority Leaders were in agreement a bipartisan investigation should take place.[160] The Senate Intelligence Committee began work on its bipartisan inquiry on January 24, 2017.[21] On May 25, 2017 a unanimous Senate Intelligence Committee voted to give both Chairmen of the Senate Intelligence Committee solo subpoena power.[161][162] On May 26, 2017, Chairman Richard Burr[image: External link] (R-NC) and Vice-Chairman Mark Warner[image: External link] (D-VA) both signed off on a bi-partisan subpoena for all documents, emails, telephone records and anything else responsive to be turned over to the Senate Intelligence Committee.[163]
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 U.S. House of Representatives




U.S. Representative Adam Schiff[image: External link], Ranking Member of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence[image: External link], commented on Putin's aims, and said U.S. intelligence agencies were concerned with Russian propaganda.[110] Speaking about disinformation that appeared in Hungary, Slovakia[image: External link], the Czech Republic, and Poland[image: External link], Schiff said there was an increase of the same behavior in the U.S.[110] Schiff concluded Russian propaganda operations would continue against the U.S. after the election.[110] He put forth a recommendation for a combined House and Senate investigation similar to the Joint Inquiry into Intelligence Community Activities before and after the Terrorist Attacks of September 11, 2001[image: External link].[164]

Republican U.S. Speaker of the House Paul Ryan said external interference in U.S. elections was intolerable.[165] Ryan said an investigation should be conducted by U.S. House Intelligence Committee[image: External link] chairman Representative Devin Nunes[image: External link], and stated interference from Russia was troubling due to Putin's activities against the U.S.[166] On December 12, 2016, Nunes emphasized that at the time he had only viewed circumstantial evidence[image: External link] Russia intended to assist Trump win.[167] On December 14, Nunes requested a formal briefing to gain more information about assertions officials had revealed to the media; the DNI refused, citing the ongoing review ordered by President Obama.[168]

In January 2017, both the House and Senate intelligence committees launched investigations on the Russian meddling into the presidential election, including possible ties between Trump's campaign and Russia.[22] In February, General Michael Flynn[image: External link], Trump's pick for National Security Advisor[image: External link], resigned after it had been discovered that he had been in touch with the Russian ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link], discussing the possibility of lifting sanctions against Russia.[169]

On February 24, 2017, Republican Congressman Darrell Issa[image: External link] called for a special prosecutor[image: External link] to investigate whether Russia meddled with the U.S. election and was in contact with Trump's team during the presidential campaign, saying that it would be improper for Trump's appointee, Attorney General Jeff Sessions, to lead the investigation.[170][171] On March 19, 2017, Schiff told Meet the Press[image: External link] that there was sufficient evidence to warrant further investigation.[172] On March 22, 2017, Schiff stated that he had seen evidence of a higher standard than circumstantial regarding collusion.[173] On April 6, 2017, Nunes temporarily recused himself from the Russia investigation after the House Ethics Committee announced that it would investigate accusations against him that he had disclosed classified information without authorization. Representative Mike Conaway[image: External link] subsequently assumed control of the investigation.[174]
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 Obama administration




U.S. President Obama and Vladimir Putin had a discussion about computer security[image: External link] issues in September 2016, which took place over the course of an hour and a half.[175] During the discussion, which took place as a side segment during the then-ongoing G20 summit[image: External link] in China, Obama made his views known on cyber security matters between the U.S. and Russia.[175] Obama said Russian hacking stopped after his warning to Putin.[176] One month after that discussion the email leaks from the DNC cyber attack had not ceased, and President Obama decided to contact Putin via the Moscow–Washington hotline[image: External link], commonly known as the red phone, on October 31, 2016.[8] Obama emphasized the gravity of the situation by telling Putin: "International law, including the law for armed conflict, applies to actions in cyberspace."[8]

On December 9, 2016, Obama ordered the U.S. Intelligence Community[image: External link] to investigate Russian interference in the election and report before he left office on January 20, 2017.[12] U.S. Homeland Security Advisor[image: External link] and chief counterterrorism advisor to the president Lisa Monaco[image: External link] announced the study, and said foreign intrusion into a U.S. election was unprecedented and would necessitate investigation by subsequent administrations.[177] The intelligence analysis would cover malicious cyberwarfare[image: External link] occurring between the 2008[image: External link] and 2016 elections.[178][179] CNN reported that an unnamed senior administration official told them that the White House was confident Russia interfered in the election.[180] The official said the order by President Obama would be a lessons learned[image: External link] report, with options including sanctions and covert cyber response against Russia.[180]

On December 12, 2016, White House Press Secretary Josh Earnest[image: External link] was critical of Trump's rejection of the idea that Russia used cyberattacks to influence the election.[181] Earnest contrasted Trump's comments on Twitter with the October 2016 conclusions of the U.S. Intelligence Community.[181] At a subsequent White House press conference on December 15, Earnest said Trump and the public were aware prior to the 2016 election of Russian interference efforts, calling these undisputed facts.[38] United States Secretary of State John Kerry[image: External link] spoke on December 15, 2016, about President Obama's decision to approve the October 2016 joint statement by the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] and the Office of the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link].[33] Kerry stated the president's decision was deliberative and relied upon information cautiously weighed by the intelligence agencies.[33] He said the president felt a need to warn the U.S. public and did.[33]

In a December 15, 2016 interview by NPR[image: External link] journalist Steve Inskeep[image: External link], Obama said the U.S. government would respond to Russia via overt and covert methods, in order to send an unambiguous symbol to the world that any such interference would have harsh consequences.[175] He added that motive[image: External link] behind the Russian operation could better be determined after completion of the intelligence report he ordered.[175] Obama emphasized that Russian efforts caused more harm to Clinton than to Trump during the campaign.[175] At a press conference the following day, he highlighted his September 2016 admonition to Putin to cease engaging in cyberwarfare against the U.S.[182] Obama explained that the U.S. did not publicly reciprocate against Russia's actions due to a fear such choices would appear partisan.[182] President Obama minimized conflict between his administration and the Trump transition, stressing cyber warfare against the U.S. should be a bipartisan issue.[183]

On March 1, 2017, The New York Times reported that in the last days of the Obama administration, "there was a push to process as much raw intelligence as possible into analyses, and to keep the reports at a relatively low classification level to ensure as wide a readership as possible across the [American] government..." The information was filed in many locations within federal agencies as a precaution against future concealment or destruction of evidence[image: External link] in the event of any investigation.[184]
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 Sanctions imposed on Russia




See also: International sanctions during the Ukrainian crisis[image: External link] and Magnitsky Act[image: External link]


On December 29, 2016, the U.S. government announced a series of punitive measures against Russia.[185][186] Namely, the Obama administration imposed sanctions on four top officials of the GRU[image: External link] and declared persona non grata[image: External link] 35 Russian diplomats suspected of spying:[187][Note 2] they were ordered to leave the country within 72 hours. Further sanctions against Russia were announced, both overt and covert.[128][189][190] A White House statement said that cyberwarfare by Russia was geared to undermine US trust in democracy and impact the election.[191] President Obama said his decision was taken after previous warnings to Russia.[192] On December 30, two waterfront compounds used by families of Russian embassy personnel were shut down on orders of the U.S. government, citing spying activities: one in Upper Brookville, New York[image: External link], on Long Island[image: External link], and the other in Centreville, Maryland[image: External link], on the Eastern Shore[image: External link].[186][193][194] They had served as luxury retreats for various Russian diplomats over several decades.[195]
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 2017 developments
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 Dismissal of FBI director James Comey




Main article: Dismissal of James Comey


On May 9, 2017, the Trump Administration dismissed Comey, attributing it to a recommendation from United States Attorney General[image: External link] Jeff Sessions and Deputy Attorney General[image: External link] Rod Rosenstein,[196] particularly Rosenstein who had submitted a memo critical of Comey's conduct in the investigation about Hillary Clinton's emails[image: External link].[197] Reportedly Trump had been talking to aides about firing Comey for at least a week before acting, and had asked Justice Department officials to come up with a rationale for dismissing him.[198][199] Trump later confirmed that he had intended to fire Comey regardless of any Justice Department recommendation.[200] Trump himself and a White House spokesperson also seemed to tie the firing to the Russia investigation, with Trump saying "When I decided to [fire Comey], I said to myself, I said, 'You know, this Russia thing with Trump and Russia is a made up story, it's an excuse by the Democrats for having lost an election that they should have won.'"[201][202] Trump was also reported to have told Russian foreign minister Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] and Russian ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link] "I just fired the head of the F.B.I. He was crazy, a real nut job," adding "I faced great pressure because of Russia. That’s taken off."[203][204][205]

The dismissal came as a surprise to Comey and most of Washington, and was described as having "vast political ramifications" because of the Bureau's ongoing investigation into Russian activities in the 2016 election.[206] The termination was immediately controversial. It was compared to the Saturday Night Massacre[image: External link], President Richard Nixon's termination of special prosecutor Archibald Cox[image: External link], who had been investigating the Watergate scandal[image: External link],[207][208] and to the dismissal of Sally Yates in January 2017.[209] Near the end of James Comey's testimony to the senate intelligence committee on June 8th 2017, Comey stated “It’s my judgment that I was fired because of the Russia investigation. I was fired in some way to change, or the endeavor was to change, the way the Russia investigation was being conducted."[210] Former United States Attorney[image: External link] Preet Bharara[image: External link] said in a June 11, 2017 interview with ABC News, "there's absolutely evidence to begin a case" regarding obstruction of justice[image: External link] by Trump.[211] Bharara went on to note, "No one knows right now whether there is a provable case of obstruction. [But] there's no basis to say there's no obstruction."[211]
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 Obstruction of justice investigation




Main article: Obstruction of justice investigation of Donald Trump[image: External link]


See also: Comey memos


After the firing of James Comey, the special counsel Robert Mueller started an investigation into obstruction of justice[image: External link] against Donald Trump. Daniel Coats, the current director of national intelligence, Mike Rogers, head of the National Security Agency, and Richard Ledgett[image: External link] were interviewed by Mueller’s investigators.[212][213][214]

In May 2017 a February memo by James Comey was made public, describing an Oval Office conversation with Trump on February 14, 2017, in which Trump is described as attempting to persuade Comey to drop the FBI investigation into former National Security Advisor Michael Flynn.[215][216] The memo notes that Trump said, "I hope you can see your way clear to letting this go, to letting Flynn go. He is a good guy. I hope you can let this go." Comey made no commitments to Trump on the subject.[217] In testimony to the Senate Intelligence Committee on June 8, Comey gave a detailed report on the February 14 conversation, including Trump's suggestion that he should "let go" the Flynn investigation. Comey said he "took it as a direction… I took it as, this is what he wants me to do." He added that it was "a very disturbing thing, very concerning," and that he discussed the incident with other FBI leaders.[218]

Comey created similar memos about every phone call and meeting he had with the president.[219] In his testimony before the Senate Intelligence Committee on June 8, Comey revealed that he had been the source of the public revelation of his February 14 memo. He said he asked a "good friend", later revealed to be Columbia Law School[image: External link] professor Daniel Richman[image: External link], to release the information to the media. He said he wanted to make it public because of Trump's hint that he might have tapes of their conversation. "Lordy, I hope there are tapes," Comey added.[220]

Earlier, senior White House officials had reportedly asked intelligence officials if they could intervene to stop the FBI investigation into Michael Flynn.[221] A further report in June said that in March Trump personally discussed the FBI's Russia investigation with Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] Daniel Coats[image: External link] and CIA Director[image: External link] Mike Pompeo, and asked if they could intervene with Comey to limit or stop it.[222] When he was asked at a Senate Intelligence Committee hearing about the report, Coats said he would not discuss conversations he had with the president but "I have never felt pressured to intervene in the Russia investigation in any way."[223]

In February 2017 it was reported that White House officials had asked the FBI to issue a statement that there had been no contact between Trump associates and Russian intelligence sources during the 2016 campaign. The FBI did not make the requested statement, and observers noted that the request violated established procedures about contact between the White House and the FBI regarding pending investigations.[224] After Comey revealed in March that the FBI was investigating the possibility of collusion between the Trump campaign and Russia, Trump reportedly asked Director of National Security[image: External link] Admiral Michael S. Rogers to speak out publicly if he had not seen evidence of collusion. Trump also made a similar request to Coats.[221] Both Coats and Rogers believed that the request was inappropriate, though not illegal, and did not make the requested statement. The two exchanged notes about the incident, and Rogers made a contemporary memo to document the request.[225][226]
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 Disclosure of classified information to Russia




Main article: Donald Trump disclosure of classified information to Russia[image: External link]


According to a current and former government official, Trump discussed highly classified intelligence in a May 10, 2017 meeting in the Oval Office with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] and Ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link], providing details on sources and methods[image: External link].[227][228][229] The intelligence was about an ISIL[image: External link] plot.[227] During the same meeting, Trump told Russian officials that firing the F.B.I. director, James Comey, had relieved "great pressure" on him. He stated, "I just fired the head of the F.B.I. He was crazy, a real nut job," he continued, "I faced great pressure because of Russia. That's taken off."[230][231]
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 Investigation by special counsel




Main article: 2017 Special Counsel for the United States Department of Justice team[image: External link]


On May 17, 2017, Deputy Attorney General[image: External link] Rod Rosenstein appointed former FBI Director Robert Mueller[image: External link] as special counsel in its investigation. Mueller will direct FBI agents and Department of Justice prosecutors investigating election interference by Russia.[28][232][233] As special counsel, Mueller will have the power to issue subpoenas[image: External link],[234] hire staff members, request funding, and prosecute federal crimes in connection with the election interference.[235] On May 23, 2017, the U.S. Department of Justice ethics experts announced they had declared Mueller ethically able to function as special counsel.[236] In an interview with the Associated Press, Rosenstein said he would recuse himself if any of his (Rosentein's) actions were to become a subject in the investigation due to his role in the dismissal of James Comey.[237]

Mueller has assembled a prosecution team consisting of:


	
Andrew Weissmann[image: External link], head of the Justice Department’s criminal fraud unit[238][239][240][241]


	
James Quarles (attorney), an assistant Watergate[image: External link] prosecutor[238][239][240][241]


	
Aaron Zebley, Mueller’s FBI chief of staff[238][239][240][241]


	
Jeannie Rhee, a former DOJ attorney[238][239][240][241]


	
Michael Dreeben[image: External link], Deputy Solicitor General[image: External link]. Oversees the Justice Department’s criminal appellate docket.[242][241]


	
Lisa Page, Justice Department trial attorney[241]




On May 24, Trump hired his personal attorney Marc Kasowitz[image: External link] to represent him in the investigation.[243] Trump has also hired Jay Sekulow[image: External link] and Michael Bowe as defense team members.[240]
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Main article: Links between Trump associates and Russian officials


As of March 2017, the FBI is investigating Russian involvement in the election, including alleged links between Trump's associates and the Russian government.[18] British and the Dutch intelligence have given information to United States intelligence about meetings in European cities between Russian officials, associates of Putin, and associates of then-President-elect Trump. American intelligence agencies also intercepted communications of Russian officials, some of them within the Kremlin, discussing contacts with Trump associates.[184] The New York Times reported that multiple Trump associates, including campaign chairman Paul Manafort and other members of his campaign, had repeated contacts with senior Russian intelligence officials during 2016, although officials said that so far, they did not have evidence that Trump's campaign had co-operated with the Russians to influence the election.[244]

In particular, Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link] has met several Trump campaign members and administration nominees; involved people dismissed those meetings as routine conversations in preparation for assuming the presidency. Trump's team has issued at least twenty denials concerning communications between his campaign and Russian officials;[245] several of these denials turned out to be false.[246] In the early months of 2017, Trump and other senior White House officials asked the Director of National Intelligence, the NSA director, the FBI director, and two chairs of congressional committees to publicly dispute the news reports about contacts between Trump associates and Russia.[247][248]
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 Michael Flynn




National Security Advisor[image: External link] Michael Flynn[image: External link] was forced to resign on February 13, 2017, after it was revealed that on December 29, 2016, the day that Obama announced sanctions against Russia, Flynn had discussed the sanctions with Russian ambassador to the United States Sergey Kislyak[image: External link]. Flynn had earlier acknowledged speaking to Kislyak but denied discussing the sanctions.[249][250]

On March 2, 2017, The New York Times reported that Kislyak met with Flynn and Jared Kushner in December 2016 to establish a line of communication with the Trump administration.[251] In May 2017 it was further reported that at that December meeting, Kushner and Flynn asked the Russians to set up a direct, encrypted communications channel with Moscow, so that Flynn could speak directly to Russian military officials about Syria and other issues without the knowledge of American intelligence agencies. Kislyak was hesitant to allow Americans to have access to Russia's secure communications network, and no such channel was actually set up.[252][253]

In December 2015 Flynn was paid $45,000 by Russia Today[image: External link] for delivering a talk in Moscow, and Russia provided him a 3-day, all-expenses-paid trip.[254] Two months later, in February 2016 when he was applying for a renewal of his security clearance, he stated that he had received no income from foreign companies and had only “insubstantial contact” with foreign nationals.[255] Glenn A. Fine[image: External link], the acting Defense Department Inspector General[image: External link], has confirmed he is investigating Flynn.[254] CNN reported that, during a phone call intercepted by American Intelligence, Russian officials claimed they had cultivated such a strong relationship with Flynn that they believed they could use him to influence Donald Trump and his team.[256]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other Trump associates




Attorney General[image: External link] Jeff Sessions, an early and prominent supporter of Trump's campaign, spoke twice with Russian ambassador Kislyak before the election – once in July 2016 at the Republican convention and once in September 2016 in Sessions' Senate office. In his confirmation hearings, Sessions testified that he "did not have communications with the Russians about the election".[257] On March 2, 2017, Sessions recused himself from any investigations into Russia's election interference,[258] deferring to Rod Rosenstein.

In April 2017, it was reported that Donald Trump's son-in-law and senior advisor[image: External link], Jared Kushner, on his application for top secret security clearance, failed to disclose numerous meetings with foreign officials, including Ambassador Kislyak and Sergei Gorkov[image: External link], the head of the Russian state-owned bank Vnesheconombank[image: External link]. Kushner's lawyers called the omissions "an error". The Senate Intelligence Committee investigating Russian interference in the 2016 election plans to question Kushner in connection with the meetings he had with these individuals.[259]

The New York Times reported that campaign chairman Paul Manafort had repeated contacts with senior Russian intelligence officials during 2016. Manafort said he did not knowingly meet any Russian intelligence officials.[244] Intercepted communications during the campaign show that Russian officials believed they could use Manafort to influence Trump.[108]

Roger Stone, a former adviser to Donald Trump and business partner of Paul Manafort, stated that he had been in contact with Guccifer 2.0[image: External link], a hacker persona believed to be a front for Russian intelligence operations, who had publicly claimed responsibility for at least one hack of the DNC[image: External link].[260] Stone had predicted the Wikileaks release of the Podesta emails[image: External link] which damaged the Hillary Clinton electoral campaign.[261] Stone also reportedly stated privately that he has "actually communicated with Julian Assange[image: External link]", although he has since denied this.[262]

Oil industry consultant Carter Page[image: External link] had his communications monitored by the FBI under a FISA[image: External link] warrant during the summer of 2016, after he was suspected to act as an agent for Russia. Page told The Washington Post that he considered that to be "unjustified, politically motivated government surveillance".[263] Page spoke with Kislyak during the 2016 Republican National Convention, acting as a foreign policy adviser to Donald Trump.[264][265] In 2013 he had met with Viktor Podobnyy, then a junior attaché at the Russian Permanent Mission to the United Nations[image: External link], at an energy conference, and provided him with documents on the U.S. energy industry.[266] Podobnyy was later charged with spying, but was protected from prosecution by diplomatic immunity[image: External link].[267] The FBI interviewed Page in 2013 as part of an investigation into Podonyy's spy ring, but never accused Page of wrongdoing.[267]

On January 11, 2017, UAE[image: External link] officials organized a meeting in the Seychelles between Erik Prince[image: External link], the founder of the Blackwater[image: External link] security company and a Trump campaign donor, and an unnamed Russian "close to Vladimir Putin". They reportedly discussed a "back channel" between Trump and Putin along with Middle East policy, notably about Syria and Iran. U.S. officials told the Washington Post and NBC News that the FBI was investigating the meeting; the FBI refused to comment.[268]

On May 30, 2017, both the House and Senate congressional panels asked President Trump's personal lawyer Michael Cohen[image: External link],[269] to "provide information and testimony" about any communications he had with people connected to the Kremlin.[270][269]

On June 1, 2017, The Guardian reported that Nigel Farage[image: External link], former leader of the United Kingdom Independence Party[image: External link] and one the first foreign political figures to meet Trump following the election, was a person of interest in the FBI investigation, which Farage denied.[271]
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 Steele dossier




Main article: Donald Trump–Russia dossier


Christopher Steele[image: External link], a former MI6[image: External link] agent, was hired by Fusion GPS[image: External link] to produce opposition research on Donald Trump. His reports were first sold to Republicans, then to Democrats, and included alleged kompromat[image: External link] which may expose Trump to blackmail[image: External link] from Russia. A 35-page compilation was leaked to the press in October 2016 but was not published by mainstream media who doubted the material's credibility.[272] On January 5, 2017, U.S. intelligence agencies briefed President Obama and President-elect Trump on the existence of these documents.[273] Eventually, the dossier was published in full by BuzzFeed[image: External link] on January 11.[274]

On March 30, 2017, Paul Wood[image: External link] of BBC News[image: External link] revealed that the FBI was using the dossier as a roadmap for its investigation.[275] On April 18, 2017, CNN reported that corroborated information from the dossier had been used as part of the basis for getting the FISA warrant to monitor former Trump foreign policy advisor Carter Page[image: External link] during the summer of 2016.[276]
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 Commentary and reactions
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 Public opinion




A Quinnipiac University[image: External link] poll conducted January 5–9, 2017, showed that 55% of respondents believed that Russia interfered in the election.[277] According to an NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll conducted January 12–15, 51% of respondents said they believed Russia intervened in the election through hacking.[278] As of February 2017 public-opinion polls showed a partisan split on the importance of Russia's involvement in the 2016 election.[279] An NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll found that 53 percent wanted a Congressional inquiry into communications in 2016 between the Trump campaign and Russian officials.[280] Quinnipiac University[image: External link] found that 47 percent thought it was very important.[281] A March 2017 poll conducted by the Associated Press and NORC[image: External link] found about 62% of respondents say they are at least moderately concerned about the possibility that Trump or his campaign had inappropriate contacts with Russia during the 2016 campaign.[282]

According to a Quinnipiac University[image: External link] poll conducted in late March and early April 2017, 68% of voters supported "an independent commission investigating the potential links between some of Donald Trump's campaign advisors and the Russian government".[283] An April 2017 NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll found that respondents had little confidence in Congress's investigation into the Russian interference in the election. The poll reported that "some 73% of adults in the survey said that a nonpartisan, independent commission should look into Russia's involvement in the election".[284] An ABC News/Washington Post poll conducted in April 2017 found that 56 percent of respondents thought that Russia tried to influence the election.[285]

A May 2017 Monmouth University[image: External link] poll, conducted after the dismissal of James Comey, found that "nearly 6-in-10 Americans thought it was either very (40%) or somewhat (19%) likely that Comey was fired in order to slow down or stop the FBI investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 election and possible links with the Trump campaign." Like other recent opinion polls, a majority, 73%, said that the FBI investigation should continue.[286] A second May 2017 poll conducted after Comey's dismissal by Quinnipiac University[image: External link] reported significantly higher levels of unease than in previous polls. The poll asked respondents if they thought that "President Trump fired former FBI Director James Comey because President Trump had lost confidence in his ability to lead the FBI well, or that President Trump fired former FBI Director James Comey to disrupt the FBI investigation into potential coordination between the Trump campaign and the Russian government". 55% of the sample said that they thought Comey was fired to disrupt an investigation.[287]

A June 2017 ABC News/Washington Post poll found that 56% of respondents thought that Trump was interfering with any investigations into Russia rather than cooperating, while 61% said that they believed Trump dismissed James Comey to protect himself rather than for the good of the country. The poll also found that only 21% trusted what Trump said "about possible Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election and related issues" a great deal/good amount, with 72% saying not at all.[288] An Investor's Business Daily[image: External link]/TIPP poll conducted in late May and early June 2017 found that a majority of respondents believed that the media was sensationalizing the investigation. The poll reported that 57% of adults agreed that "the media has prematurely declared President Trump and his allies guilty of collusion with Russia" despite a lack of evidence. In addition, views of Russian interference split largely along party lines. 77% of Democrats believed that Russia influenced the election, while only 6% of Republicans said the same.[289]
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 Hillary Clinton




On December 15, 2016, Hillary Clinton gave a gratitude speech to her campaign donors in which she reflected on Putin's motivations for the covert operation.[290] She partially attributed her loss in the 2016 election to Russian meddling organized by Putin.[291] Clinton said Putin had a personal grudge against her, and linked his feelings to her criticism of the 2011 Russian legislative election[image: External link], adding that he felt she was responsible for fomenting the 2011–13 Russian protests[image: External link].[160] She drew a specific connection from her 2011 assertions as U.S. Secretary of State that Putin rigged the elections that year, to his actions in the 2016 U.S. elections.[290] During the third debate, Clinton stated that Putin favored Trump, "because he'd rather have a puppet as president of the United States".[292] Clinton said that by personally attacking her through meddling in the election, Putin additionally took a strike at the American democratic system.[291] She said the cyber attacks were a larger issue than the effect on her own candidacy and called them an attempt to attack the national security of the United States[image: External link].[160] Clinton noted she was unsuccessful in sufficiently publicizing to the media the cyber attacks against her campaign in the months leading up to the election.[290] She voiced her support for a proposal put forth by U.S. Senators from both parties, to set up an investigative panel to look into the matter akin to the 9/11 Commission[image: External link].[290]
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 Republican National Committee




The RNC said there was no intrusion into its servers, while acknowledging email accounts of individual Republicans (including Colin Powell[image: External link]) were breached. Over 200 emails from Colin Powell were posted on the website DC Leaks[image: External link].[114][293] Chief of staff-designate for Trump and outgoing RNC Chairman Reince Priebus appeared on Meet the Press[image: External link] on December 11, 2016, and discounted the CIA conclusions. Priebus said the FBI had investigated and found that RNC servers had not been hacked.[118] When asked by Chuck Todd[image: External link] whether Russia interfered in the election, Priebus stated that despite the conclusion of intelligence officials, he still didn't "know who did the hacking".[294]
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 Donald Trump




Prior to his presidential run, Donald Trump made statements to Fox News in 2014 in which he agreed with an assessment by FBI director James Comey about hacking against the U.S. by Russia and China.[295] Trump was played a clip of Comey from 60 Minutes discussing the dangers of cyber attacks.[295] Trump stated he agreed with the problem of cyber threats posed by China, and went on to emphasize there was a similar problem towards the U.S. posed by Russia.[295]

In September 2016, during the first presidential debate, Trump said he doubted whether anyone knew who hacked the DNC, and disputed Russian interference.[296] During the second debate, Trump said there might not have been hacking at all, and questioned why accountability was placed on Russia.[297] During the third debate, Trump rejected Clinton's claim that Putin favored Trump.[292] After the election, Trump rejected the CIA analysis and asserted that the reports were politically motivated to deflect from the Democrats' electoral defeat.[16] Trump's transition team[image: External link] drew attention to prior errors emanating from the CIA,[17] namely stating: "These are the same people that said Saddam Hussein[image: External link] had weapons of mass destruction."[114] The intelligence analysts involved in monitoring Russian activities are most likely different from those who assessed that Iraq had stockpiles of weapons of mass destruction[image: External link].[298] Responding to The Washington Post, Trump dismissed reports of Russia's interference, calling them "ridiculous"; he placed blame on Democrats upset over election results for publicizing these reports,[299] and cited Julian Assange[image: External link]'s statement that "a 14-year-old kid could have hacked Podesta."[300] After Obama expelled 35 Russian diplomats and announced further sanctions on Russia, Trump commended Putin for refraining from retaliatory measures against the United States until the Trump administration would lay out its policy towards Russia.[301]

On January 6, 2017, after meeting with members of U.S. intelligence agencies, Trump released a statement saying: cyberwarfare had no impact on the election and did not harm voting machines. In the same statement, he vowed to form a national cybersecurity task force to prepare an anti-hacking plan within 90 days of taking office.[302] Referring to the Office of Personnel Management data breach[image: External link] in 2015, Trump told The New York Times he was under a "political witch hunt", and wondered why there was no focus on China.[303] Two days later, Reince Priebus reported that Trump had begun to acknowledge that "entities in Russia" were involved in the DNC leaks.[304] On January 11, 2017, Trump conceded that Russia was probably the source of the leaks, although he also said it could have been another country.[305][306]
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 WikiLeaks




In July 2016, WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange[image: External link] stated he had not seen evidence linking Russia to the emails leaked from the DNC.[307] In November 2016, Assange said Russia was not the source of John Podesta's hacked emails published by Wikileaks.[308] On January 3, 2017, he said that a "14-year-old kid could have hacked Podesta’s emails."[309] On January 6, 2017, Reuters reported on a secret briefing given to Barack Obama by U.S. intelligence agencies on January 5, and scheduled to be shown to Trump a few days later. According to this assessment, the CIA had identified specific Russian officials who provided hacked e-mails to WikiLeaks, following "a circuitous route" from Russia's military intelligence services (GRU) to third parties and then WikiLeaks, thus enabling WikiLeaks to claim that the Russian government was not the source of the material.[310]
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 Electoral College




On December 10, ten electors[image: External link], headed by Christine Pelosi[image: External link], wrote an open letter[image: External link] to the Director of National Intelligence James Clapper[image: External link] demanding an intelligence briefing on investigations into foreign intervention in the presidential election.[311][312] Fifty-eight additional electors subsequently added their names to the letter,[312] bringing the total to 68 electors from 17 different states.[313] The Clinton campaign supported the call for a classified briefing for electors, with John Podesta[image: External link] saying electors "have a solemn responsibility under the Constitution."[314] On December 16, the briefing request was denied.[315]
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 United States Intelligence community




The CIA assessment, and Trump's dismissal of it, created an unprecedented rupture between the president-elect and the intelligence community.[316][317][318] On December 11, 2016, U.S. intelligence officials responded to Trump's denunciation of its findings in a written statement, and expressed dismay Trump disputed their conclusions as politically motivated or inaccurate. They wrote that intelligence officials were motivated to defend U.S. national security.[316] On the same day, The Guardian reported that members of the intelligence community feared reprisals from Donald Trump once he takes office.[319] Former CIA director[image: External link] Michael Morell[image: External link] said foreign interference in U.S. elections was an existential threat[image: External link].[320] Former CIA spokesman George E. Little[image: External link] condemned Trump for dismissing the CIA assessment, saying that the president-elect's atypical response was disgraceful and denigrated the courage of those who serve in the CIA at risk to their own lives.[321] Former NSA director and CIA director Michael V. Hayden[image: External link] said that Trump's antagonizing the Intelligence Community signaled the administration would rely less on intelligence for policy-making.[322] Independent presidential candidate and former CIA intelligence officer Evan McMullin criticized the Republican leadership for failing to respond adequately to Russia's meddling in the election process.[323] McMullin said Republican politicians were aware that publicly revealed information about Russia's interference was likely the tip of the iceberg[image: External link] relative to the actual threat.[323]
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 Russia




The Russian government initially issued categorical denials of any involvement in the U.S. presidential election.[324] Already in June 2016, in a statement to Reuters, Kremlin[image: External link] spokesman Dmitry Peskov[image: External link] denied any connection of Russian government bodies to the DNC hacks[image: External link] that had been blamed on Russia.[9][59] When a new intelligence report surfaced in December 2016, Sergei Lavrov[image: External link], Foreign Minister of Russia[image: External link], rejected the accusations again.[10][33] When ABC News wrote that Russian President[image: External link] Vladimir Putin was directly involved in the covert operation,[34] Peskov called this report garbage.[325] On December 16, 2016, Peskov called on the U.S. government to cease discussion of the topic unless they provide evidence to back up their assertions.[326] According to The New Yorker, a pro-Kremlin MP[image: External link] justified the Russian attacks as a possible counterpunch to U.S. interference in foreign elections via color revolutions[image: External link].[327]

At the Valdai forum[image: External link] in October 2016, Vladimir Putin denounced American "hysteria" over alleged Russian interference.[11] During his December 23 press conference, Putin deflected questions on the issue by accusing the U.S. Democratic Party[image: External link] of scapegoating Russia after losing the presidential election. He also remarked that the Republicans[image: External link] won control of the House[image: External link] and Senate in state elections and wondered if Russia was deemed responsible for this as well.[328] In early 2017, it was reported that there was a purge of suspected traitors underway in Russia's intelligence apparatus[image: External link] that mainly targeted computer security professionals, the arrested men being charged "with treason[image: External link] in favor of the United States"; expert opinions were voiced that those arrested might have provided the U.S. government with information that allowed the U.S. intelligence officials to accuse Russia of using hackers to try influence the 2016 presidential election.[329][330][119]

On December 30, 2016, commenting on his eventual decision to refrain from retaliatory measures to actions by the U.S. on December 29, Putin released a published statement that his government, while reserving its legitimate right to respond adequately, would not take action at that time; he also invited all the children of the U.S. diplomats accredited in Russia to New Year's and Christmas celebrations at the Kremlin[image: External link]. The statement went on to say that Russia would take work on Russian-American relations under the administration of President D. Trump[image: External link].[331][332][333] In May 2017, Russian banker Andrey Kostin[image: External link], an associate of President Vladimir Putin, said the Washington elite was purposefully disrupting the presidency of Donald Trump.[334][335]

On June 1, 2017, Putin told journalists in St. Petersburg that "patriotically minded" Russian hackers could have been responsible for the cyberattacks against the U.S. during the 2016 campaign, while continuing to deny government involvement. Putin said that hackers "are like artists" stating: "If they are patriotically minded, they start making their contributions — which are right, from their point of view — to the fight against those who say bad things about Russia. Putin continued to deny Russian government involving, stating, "We're not doing this on the state level."[324] Putin's comments echoed similar remarks that he had made earlier the same week to the French newspaper Le Figaro[image: External link].[324] The shift in Russia's stance mirrored Russia's shift of public positions on the 2014 annexation of Crimea[image: External link] and conflict in eastern Ukraine[image: External link]: Putin at first categorically denied the involvement of Russian troops, but months later admitted that Russian forces had "of course" taken part.[324] The line between state and non-state actors in Russian influence efforts abroad is unclear: "Nominally private Russian citizens have fought alongside Russian-speaking rebels in eastern Ukraine and have taken part in various campaigns to advance Moscow's agenda in Eastern and Central Europe."[324]
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 See also





	Cyberwarfare by Russia[image: External link]

	Foreign electoral intervention[image: External link]

	Russian espionage in the United States[image: External link]

	The Plot to Hack America[image: External link]

	Timeline of events related to Russian interference in the 2016 US presidential election[image: External link]

	Trump: The Kremlin Candidate?[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Similar reports were published by ABC News,[34] CBS News,[35] NBC News,[36] and Reuters.[33]


	
^ In 2001, the U.S. government expelled 51 Russian diplomats out of the country in retaliation for Moscow’s alleged recruitment of FBI special agent Robert Hanssen[image: External link][188]
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This is a timeline of events related to Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections, and investigations into links between Trump associates and Russian officials.[1]



TOP
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 Relevant individuals





	
Julian Assange[image: External link], founder of WikiLeaks


	
John Brennan[image: External link], former director of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (2013–2017)

	
Richard Burr[image: External link], Senator (R-NC), chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link]


	
Cambridge Analytica[image: External link], The Robert Mercer[image: External link] analytics group used by the Trump campaign to micro target at an individual level using Facebook[image: External link] and personal data with 'weaponized' fake news stories.[2][3]


	
James Clapper[image: External link], former Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] (DNI) (2010–2017)

	
Hillary Clinton, 2016 Democratic presidential nominee[image: External link], former Secretary of State (2009–2013)

	
Dan Coats, current Director of National Intelligence[image: External link]


	
Michael Cohen[image: External link], Donald Trump's personal attorney

	
James Comey, 7th director[image: External link] of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) (2013–2017)

	
Dianne Feinstein[image: External link], California Senator (D), member of the Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link] (former chairwoman, 2009–2015)

	
Michael Flynn[image: External link], former director of the Defense Intelligence Agency[image: External link] (2012–2014), former National Security Advisor[image: External link] (January-February 2017)

	
Sergei Gorkov[image: External link], FSB Academy[image: External link] graduate and chairman of Vnesheconombank[image: External link] (VEB), former deputy chairman of Sberbank[image: External link]


	
Sergey Kislyak[image: External link], Russian ambassador to the United States[image: External link]


	
Jared Kushner, real estate investor, son-in-law and Senior Advisor[image: External link] to President Trump

	
Paul Manafort, political consultant, former chairman of Trump's primary election campaign


	
Robert Mercer[image: External link], American billionaire, supporter of Trump Campaign and Pro-Brexit Campaign in the United Kingdom.[4][5]


	
Robert Mueller[image: External link], 6th FBI Director (2001–2013), appointed Special Counsel[image: External link] for the Russian interference investigation

	
Devin Nunes[image: External link], Congressman (R-CA), chairman of the House Intelligence Committee[image: External link]


	
Barack Obama, 44th President of the United States


	
Carter Page[image: External link], oil industry consultant, former Trump campaign adviser on foreign policy

	
Vladimir Putin, 2nd and 4th President of Russia[image: External link]


	
Susan Rice[image: External link], former National Security Advisor (2013–2017)

	
Michael Rogers, Director of the National Security Agency (NSA)

	
Rod Rosenstein, Deputy Attorney General[image: External link], acting Attorney General for Russia–Trump investigations

	
Debbie Wasserman Schultz[image: External link], former chairwoman of the Democratic National Committee[image: External link] (2011–2016), congresswoman (D-FL)

	
Jeff Sessions, United States Attorney General[image: External link], former Alabama Senator (R) (1997–2017)

	
Roger Stone, political consultant, former staffer to President Nixon[image: External link] (1972–1974), former business partner of Manafort[image: External link] (1980s)

	
Rex Tillerson, U.S. Secretary of State, former CEO of ExxonMobil (2006–2016), awarded the Russian Order of Friendship[image: External link] by Putin (2013)

	
Donald Trump, 45th President of the United States, former real estate developer (1971–2016)
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 2016 Election cycle
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 2015





	
June 15: Donald Trump, a real estate developer and television personality, announces his candidacy for president.[6]


	
September: An FBI special agent contacts the Democratic National Committee to report that at least one DNC computer system had been hacked by an espionage team linked to the Russian government. The agent is transferred to a tech-support contractor at the help desk, who did a cursory check of DNC server logs and didn’t reply to follow-up calls from the FBI agent, apparently because he believed the call might have been a prank[image: External link].[7]


	
September 21: On Hugh Hewitt[image: External link]’s radio program, Trump says, “The oligarchs are under [Putin’s] control, to a large extent. I mean, he can destroy them, and he has destroyed some of them… Two years ago, I was in Moscow . . . I was with the top-level people, both oligarchs and generals, and top-of-the-government people. I can’t go further than that, but I will tell you that I met the top people, and the relationship was extraordinary.”[8]


	
December 10: Retired Lieutenant General Michael T. Flynn[image: External link] gives a paid speech on world affairs in Moscow, at a gala dinner organized by RT News[image: External link], an English-language Russian propaganda[image: External link] network. Flynn had appeared on RT as an analyst after he retired from the Army. The dinner is also attended by Russian President Vladimir Putin, who is the guest of honor.[9] Flynn is seated directly next to Putin; also seated at the head table are Green Party[image: External link] presidential candidate Jill Stein and members of Putin's inner circle, including Sergei Ivanov[image: External link], Dmitry Peskov[image: External link], and Alexey Gromov[image: External link].[10] For his December speech, Flynn nets $33,500 of the $45,000 paid to his speakers’ bureau[image: External link].[11] For all of 2015, Flynn receives more than $65,000 from companies linked to Russia.[12]
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 January-June 2016





	
February 29: Paul Manafort submits a five-page, single-spaced, proposal to Trump. In it, he outlines his qualifications for helping Trump secure enough convention delegates to win the Republican presidential nomination. Manafort describes how he had assisted rich and powerful business and political leaders, including oligarchs and dictators in Russia and Ukraine: “I have managed presidential campaigns around the world.”[13]


	
March 21: In a Washington Post interview,[14] Trump identifies Page as one of his foreign policy advisers. Page had helped open the Moscow office of investment banking firm Merrill Lynch and had advised Russian state-owned energy giant Gazprom[image: External link], in which Page is an investor. He blames 2014 US sanctions relating to Russia’s annexation of Crimea for driving down Gazprom’s stock price.[15] Earlier in March 2016, Iowa tea party activist Sam Clovis had recommended Page to the Trump campaign.[16]


	
March 29: On Roger Stone's recommendation,[17] Manafort joins the Trump campaign as convention manager, tasked with lining up delegates.

	
April: According to Reuters, first known contacts between the Trump campaign and Russian officials.[18]


	
April 20: Manafort becomes Trump’s campaign manager. Reports surface about his 2007 to 2012 ties to Yanukovych, whom Manafort had helped to elect.[19]


	
Late April: The Democratic National Committee's IT department notices suspicious computer activity. Within 24 hours, the DNC contacts the FBI, and hires a private cybersecurity firm, CrowdStrike[image: External link], to investigate.[20]


	
May: CrowdStrike determines that highly sophisticated Russian intelligence-affiliated adversaries—denominated Cozy Bear[image: External link] and Fancy Bear[image: External link]—had been responsible for the DNC hack. Fancy Bear, in particular, had indicators of affiliation with Russia’s Main Intelligence Directorate[image: External link] (also known as the GRU).[21]


	
June 2016: The FBI sent a warning to states about "bad actors" probing state voter-registration databases and systems to seek vulnerabilities; investigators believe Russia is responsible.[22]


	
Early June: At a closed-door gathering of high-powered foreign policy experts visiting with the prime minister of India, Page hails Putin as stronger and more reliable than President Obama and touts the positive effect that a Trump presidency would have on U.S.-Russia relations.[23]
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 July–September 2016




Further information: 2016 Democratic National Committee email leak



	
July 7: In a lecture at the New Economic School[image: External link] in Moscow,[26] Page criticizes American foreign policy, saying that many of the mistakes spoiling relations between the US and Russia “originated in my own country.”[27] Page had received permission from the Trump campaign to make the trip.[28]


	
July 9: The Washington Post reports that Trump is considering Flynn for Vice President, with support from Senator Jeff Sessions.[29] Trump eventually selects Mike Pence, Governor of Indiana[image: External link].

	
July 18–21: Republican Convention in Cleveland[image: External link][30]

	
July 18: Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link] attends the convention, meeting Page and J. D. Gordon[image: External link];[1] as Trump's foreign policy advisors, they stress that he would like to improve relations with Russia.[31]


	
July 18: Sessions speaks with Kislyak at a Heritage Foundation[image: External link] event.[1][32]


	
July 18: Gordon lobbies to remove arms sales to Ukraine from the Republican platform, citing concerns over conflict escalation in Donbass[image: External link].[33][34]


	
July 21: Trump formally accepts the Republican nomination.[35]






	
July 22: WikiLeaks publishes 20,000 emails from seven key officials of the Democratic National Committee[image: External link] (DNC). The emails shows them disparaging Bernie Sanders and favoring Hillary Clinton in the 2016 presidential primaries.[36]


	
July 24: DNC Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz[image: External link] is forced to resign over the email scandal.[37]


	
July 25–28: Democratic Convention[image: External link] in Philadelphia[image: External link][38]

	
July 25: Based on assessments from cybersecurity firms, the DNC and the Clinton campaign say that Russian intelligence operators have hacked their e-mails and forwarded them to WikiLeaks.[39]


	
July 28: Hillary Clinton formally accepts the Democratic nomination[image: External link].[40]






	
July 27: At a news conference, Trump urges Russia to "find Clinton's missing emails." The remark triggers a backlash from media and politicians who criticize Trump's "urging a foreign adversary to conduct cyberespionage" against his political opponent.[41][42] Trump replies that he was being "sarcastic".[43]


	
End July: CIA Director John Brennan[image: External link], alarmed over intelligence that Russia is trying to "hack" the election, forms a working group of officials from the CIA, FBI and NSA.[44]


	
July: According to later testimony by James Comey, the FBI starts a counter-intelligence[image: External link] investigation about Russian interference, including possible coordination between Trump associates and Russia.[45]


	
August 4: Brennan calls his Russian counterpart Alexander Bortnikov[image: External link], head of the Federal Security Service[image: External link] (FSB), to warn him against meddling in the presidential election.[44]


	
August 16: Stone tells Alex Jones that he is in contact with WikiLeaks director Julian Assange[image: External link], claiming he has "political dynamite" on Clinton.[46]


	
August 18: The FBI issues a nationwide "flash alert" warning state election officials about foreign infiltration of election systems in two states, later reported to be Arizona and Illinois. The alert includes technical evidence suggesting Russian responsibility, and urges states to boost their cyberdefenses. Although labeled for distribution only to "NEED TO KNOW recipients," a copy is leaked to the media.[47]


	
August 19: Manafort resigns as Trump's campaign manager.[48]


	
August 26: Assange states that Clinton is causing "hysteria" about Russia, following her claims that Russian intelligence was behind the leaks.[49] He also says "The Trump campaign has a lot of things wrong with it, but as far as we can see being Russian agents is not one of them."[49]


	
September 8: Sessions meets with Kislyak a second time, in Sessions' office;[1] he later says they discussed Ukraine and terrorism.[50]


	
September 29: FBI Director James Comey testifies before the House Judiciary Committee[image: External link], stating that the FBI is "looking 'very, very hard' at Russian hackers who may try to disrupt the U.S. election". He confirms that federal investigators have detected suspicious activities in voter registration[image: External link] databases, as stated in the August 18 alert.[51]
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 October–November 2016





	
October 7: WikiLeaks begins publishing thousands of emails[image: External link] from Clinton campaign manager John Podesta[image: External link], revealing excerpts from Clinton's paid speeches to Wall Street.[52][53]


	
October 7: The DHS[image: External link] and the ODNI[image: External link] issue a joint statement accusing the Russian government of breaking into the computer systems of several political organizations and releasing the obtained material via DCLeaks[image: External link], WikiLeaks and Guccifer 2.0[image: External link], with the intent "to interfere with the U.S. election process."[54][55][56][57]


	
October 19: During the third presidential debate, Clinton blames Russia for the DNC email leaks and accuses Trump of being a "puppet" of Putin.[58]


	
October 27: At the Valdai forum[image: External link], Putin denounces American "hysteria" over accusations of Russian interference, saying “Does anyone seriously think that Russia can influence the choice of the American people? Is America some kind of banana republic? America is a great power. If I’m wrong, correct me.”[59]


	
October 31: Through the "red phone"[image: External link], President Obama tells President Putin to stop interfering or face "serious consequences".[60]
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 Trump transition
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 November–December 2016





	
November 8: Trump is elected President[image: External link] of the United States.[61]


	
November 10: Kislyak states that Russia was not involved with U.S. election hacking.[62]


	
November 10: In a private Oval Office meeting, President Obama warns President-elect Trump against hiring Flynn.[63]


	
November 18: President-elect Trump announces he will nominate Sessions to be Attorney General[image: External link][64] and Flynn as National Security Adviser[image: External link].[65]


	
November 18: Elijah Cummings[image: External link], ranking member of the House Oversight Committee, writes a letter to Pence warning that Flynn's connections to Russia and Turkey might create conflicts of interest. He asks the Trump administration's transition team for documents related to Flynn.[66]


	
Early December: Sergei Mikhailov; FSB cyber chief has his head bagged and is arrested for treason. Ruslan Stoyanov, senior researcher with Kaspersky Lab[image: External link] and Dmitry Dokuchayev, a hacker known by the name “Forb” are arrested for treason.[67][68]


	
December 1, 2: Jared Kushner, Flynn and Kislyak meet in Trump Tower to discuss the potential of obtaining a Russian-encrypted communications channel directly with the Kremlin.[69]


	
later in December: Kushner meets with Sergei Gorkov[image: External link] (FSB Academy[image: External link] graduate and chairman of VEB[image: External link] and former deputy chairman of Sberbank[image: External link] – both under U.S. sanctions).[70] The meeting was first reported in March 2017, and attracted interest of federal and congressional investigators in May.[71]


	
December 13: Trump picks Rex Tillerson as Secretary of State; Russian officials praise the decision.[72]


	
December 15: Clinton tells a group of donors in Manhattan that Russian hacking was ordered by Putin "because he has a personal beef against me" due to her accusation in 2011 that Russian parliamentary elections that year were rigged.[73][74]


	
December 26: Oleg Erovinkin[image: External link], a former KGB[image: External link] official, is found dead in the back seat of his car in Moscow. He was suspected of assisting former MI-6[image: External link] agent Christopher Steele[image: External link] in compiling a dossier alleging Trump ties to Russia as part of opposition research[image: External link].[75]


	
December 29: Obama expels 35 Russian diplomats, locks down two Russian diplomatic compounds, and expands sanctions[image: External link] against Russia.[76]


	
December 29: Flynn has telephone conversations with Russian ambassador Kislyak to discuss sanctions.[77]


	
December 30: Putin announces he will not retaliate against the U.S. expulsions, contrary to recommendations from Lavrov.[78] Trump approves.[79]
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 January 2017





	
January 5: Obama is briefed on the intelligence community’s findings.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
January 6: The ODNI releases an unclassified report[image: External link] stating that "Putin ordered an influence campaign in 2016 aimed at the US presidential election".[80]


	
January 10: In a confirmation hearing[image: External link] before the Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link], Senator Al Franken[image: External link] asks Sessions what he would do as Attorney General "if there is any evidence that anyone affiliated with the Trump campaign communicated with the Russian government in the course of this campaign." Sessions replies, "I have been called a surrogate at a time or two in that campaign and I didn't have—did not have communications with the Russians, and I'm unable to comment on it."[81]


	
January 10: BuzzFeed[image: External link] publishes the unverified Steele dossier[image: External link] alleging various misdeeds by Trump and associates in Russia.[82]


	
January 11: Trump tweets "Russia has never tried to use leverage over me. I HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH RUSSIA – NO DEALS, NO LOANS, NO NOTHING!".[83] USA Today says this is "not exactly true".[84]


	
January 11, Erik Prince[image: External link], founder of the Blackwater[image: External link] security company and a Trump campaign donor, meets in the Seychelles[image: External link] with an unidentified Russian said to be close to Putin. The meeting was organized by the United Arab Emirates[image: External link] and reportedly includes talks of a "back-channel" with Moscow to try and influence Russian policy in the Middle East.[85]


	
January 13: President-elect Trump nominates U.S. Attorney Rod J. Rosenstein[image: External link] to serve as Deputy Attorney General[image: External link].[86]


	
January 17: In response to written questions presented by Senator Patrick Leahy[image: External link], Sessions states that he has not been "in contact with anyone connected to any part of the Russian government about the 2016 election."[87] He is later accused of failing to disclose two meetings with Russian ambassador Kislyak.[88]


	
January 19: Following a disclosure by McClatchy[image: External link] on January 18,[89] the New York Times reports that Trump associates Manafort, Page and Stone have been under investigation by the FBI, NSA, CIA, and FinCEN[image: External link].[90] Investigations are said to be based on intercepted Russian communications as well as financial transactions.[91] Sources say "the investigators have accelerated their efforts in recent weeks but have found no conclusive evidence of wrongdoing."[90]


	
January 20: Obama leaves office.[92]
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 Trump administration
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 January 2017





	
January 20: Trump and Pence take office.[93]


	
January 21: Trump appoints Flynn as National Security Advisor[image: External link].[94]


	
January 24: Flynn is interviewed by the FBI about his conversations with Kislyak.[95]


	
January 26: Acting Attorney General Sally Yates[image: External link] warns the Trump administration that Flynn has not been truthful about his contacts with Russia and that he may be vulnerable to blackmail by Russian intelligence.[96]


	
January 27: White House Counsel Donald McGahn[image: External link] has further discussions with Yates on the Flynn matter.[97]


	
January 27: Trump and Comey have dinner at the White House at which Comey gets the impression that the president wants to "create some sort of patronage relationship." Comey will later testify the President reportedly asks the FBI Director for personal loyalty. Comey declines, offering "honesty".[98]


	
January 31: Trump fires Yates, citing her refusal to enforce Executive Order 13769.[99]
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 February 2017





	
Early February: Michael Cohen[image: External link], Trump's personal attorney, delivers a pro-Russian Ukrainian peace plan to Flynn while visiting the White House. The plan was developed by Sater and Andrii Artemenko, a Ukrainian politician who said he was encouraged by "top aides" to Putin.[100]


	
February 8: Sessions is confirmed as Attorney General by a vote of 52 to 47;[101] he is sworn in the next day.[102]


	
February 9: Rep. Jerrold Nadler[image: External link] (D-NY) introduces a resolution of inquiry[image: External link] in relation to possible crimes relating to the financial dealings or collusion with Russia by President Trump.[103]


	
February 13: Flynn is dismissed after less than a month in office.[104]


	
February 14: Trump reportedly asks Comey to drop any investigation of Flynn. The White House denies the charge.[105]


	
February 20: Trump nominates H. R. McMaster[image: External link] to replace Flynn as National Security Advisor.[106] His continuing active military position is confirmed by the Senate on March 15.[107]
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 March 2017





	
March 1: Sessions comes under scrutiny after reports that he had contact with Russian government officials during the election campaign, even though he denied it during his confirmation hearings. Democratic representatives ask Sessions to resign his post as United States Attorney General.[108][109]


	
March 2: Sessions announces that he will recuse himself from any investigations into Russia's interference in the 2016 presidential election.[110]


	
March 3: In testimony to Congress, Comey says: “It makes me mildly nauseous to think that we might have had some impact on the election.” [111]


	
March 4: Trump tweets that Obama had wiretapped Trump Tower during the election campaign,[112] calling him a "bad (or sick) guy"[113] and denouncing " McCarthyism[image: External link]".[112] Obama denies the allegation.[114]


	
March 5: In a Meet the Press[image: External link] interview, former Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] James Clapper[image: External link] denies that any wiretap was actively mounted against Trump's campaign or at Trump Tower.[115] Clapper also states that, as long as he was still in office, the NSA, FBI and CIA had found no evidence of collusion between Russia and the Trump campaign.[116]


	
March 5: Republican lawmakers include the allegations of Obama's wiretapping into the congressional probes of Russian campaign meddling.[117]


	
March 15: House Intelligence Committee[image: External link] Chairman Devin Nunes[image: External link] (R-CA) and Ranking Member Adam Schiff[image: External link] (D-CA) announce there is no evidence to back up the president's wiretapping allegation.[118]


	
March 20: The House Intelligence Committee holds its first public hearing. Both Comey and NSA Director[image: External link] Mike Rogers testify that there is no evidence for Obama administration "wiretapping" and Comey admits that there is indeed an FBI investigation of the "Russia thing" ongoing.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
March 22: Nunes announces that he discovered the intelligence community "incidentally collected" the communications of some members of Trump's transition team[image: External link], potentially including the president himself,[citation needed[image: External link]] and claims that the information was "widely disseminated". It is later confirmed that he learned this from an unnamed source during his White House visit on the previous day.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
March 23: Rick Gates, longtime deputy to Manafort and Trump campaign advisor, is forced to leave the pro-Trump nonprofit 'America First Policies' after reports that Manafort sought to further Russian interests.[119]


	
March 27: Schiff and House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi[image: External link] call for Nunes' recusal from the investigation after details of his White House visit become public.[120]


	
March 30: Flynn tells the FBI and Congress that he would testify in exchange for immunity from prosecution.[121]


	
Late March: Trump asks Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats and NSA Director Mike Rogers to publicly deny any collusion between the Trump campaign and Russia. Both refuse, saying the requests were inappropriate.[122]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 April 2017





	
April 3: Eli Lake[image: External link] reports in Bloomberg View[image: External link] that former National Security Advisor Susan Rice[image: External link] had requested to unmask the identities of members of the Trump campaign and presidential transition in surveillance records.[123]


	
April 5: Nunes resigns from the investigation.[124] The House Ethics Committee[image: External link] starts an investigation of Nunes' conduct in the month of March.[125]


	
April 18: Allan Lichtman[image: External link] authors The Case for Impeachment[image: External link], laying out multiple arguments for the impeachment of Donald Trump[image: External link].[126][127][128]


	
April 25: Rosenstein is confirmed by the Senate by a vote of 94-6.[129][130]
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 May 2017





	
May 3: Senator Diane Feinstein[image: External link] of California, who is the senior Democrat[image: External link] on the Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link], states that there is "not yet" any evidence of collusion between Russia and the Trump campaign.[131]


	
May 4: Rice refuses to testify to Congress.[132]


	
May 8: President Trump directs Sessions and Rosenstein to make a case against FBI Director Comey in writing. The next day, Rosenstein hands a memo to Sessions providing the basis to recommend that Comey be dismissed.[133]


	
May 9: Comey is fired.[111]


	
May 9: Sean Spicer, White House Press Secretary, tells the press that "He [Trump] has no business in Russia. He has no connections to Russia."[134]


	
May 10: Trump holds a meeting in the White House with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] and Kislyak.

	Trump reportedly tells Lavrov and Kislyak he fired Comey to relieve pressure caused by the investigation.[135]


	Trump shares highly classified intelligence about ISIS[image: External link] with the Russians. The information had been obtained from allied intelligence sources without first seeking permission from them.[136] It is later confirmed that the intelligence came from Israel.[137]






	
May 12: Trump threatens Comey with alleged secret tapes.[138]


	
May 17: Rosenstein appoints former FBI Director Robert Mueller[image: External link] as Special Counsel[image: External link] to oversee the investigation into Russian election interference and related matters.[139]





	
May 17: Rep. Al Green[image: External link] (D-TX) calls for the impeachment[image: External link] of President Trump from the House floor.[140]


	
May 18: The Russian State Duma[image: External link] approves the nomination of former Deputy Defense Minister Anatoly Antonov[image: External link] to replace Kislyak as U.S. ambassador.[141]


	
May 19: Senator Feinstein repeats her statement of May 3 that no evidence of collusion was found, and adds that "there are rumors".[142]


	
May 22: Flynn refuses to hand over subpoenaed[image: External link] documents to the Senate Intelligence Committee, citing the Fifth Amendment[image: External link] against self-incrimination.[143]


	
May 23: U.S. Department of Justice[image: External link] ethics experts declare Mueller ethically able to function as special counsel.[144]


	
May 23: The House Intelligence Committee hears testimony from former CIA Director John Brennan[image: External link], who states that Russia "brazenly interfered in the 2016 election process" despite U.S. efforts to ward it off.[145]


	
May 24: U.S. media reports that Trump has hired lawyer Marc Kasowitz[image: External link], his longtime legal counsel, to represent him in any inquiry.[146]


	
May 25: The Senate Intelligence Committee unanimously votes to give its Republican chairman Richard Burr[image: External link], and Democratic vice chairman Mark R. Warner[image: External link], "blanket authority" to issue subpoenas during their investigation.[147]


	
May 26: The Washington Post reports that Kislyak told Moscow that Kushner wanted a secret communications channel with the Kremlin under Russian supervision.[148]


	
May 26: The Senate Intelligence Committee requests that the Trump campaign turn over "all of its emails, documents and phone records" related to Russia. Several months earlier, the committee had asked the campaign committee to preserve records[image: External link].[149]


	
May 30:

	Cohen is served with a target letter, informing him of investigations about his involvement by the Special Counsel and the congressional committees, urging him to preserve records.[150] Flynn partially agrees to turn over documents in the investigation.[151]


	
CNN reports about leaked intercepts of conversations between Kremlin officials discussing their potential influence on some Trump campaign members, including financial matters.[152]






	
May 31:

	The House Intelligence Committee serves seven subpoenas – including those on Cohen and Flynn – for testimony, personal documents and business records.[153][154]


	The FBI and congressional committees enquire about a possible third encounter between Sessions and Kislyak on April 27, 2016.[155]


	The Trump administration offers to re-open the two Russian diplomatic compounds, near New York City and Maryland, that had been locked down by the Obama administration on December 29, 2016.[156]


	The White House announces that it will no longer take questions relating to Russia-Trump allegations, referring such questions to Trump's lawyers.[157]
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 June 2017





	
June 1:It was announced that the first episode of Megyn Kelly[image: External link]'s new NBC program Sunday Night with Megyn Kelly[image: External link] would feature an interview of Russian leader Vladimir Putin.[159] On June 5th, Putin gave one such interview to Kelly in St. Petersburg[image: External link][160] with Kelly speaking in English and Putin in Russian.[161]


	
June 2: Mueller expands investigation to include several related inquiries, including the probe into Manafort and the role of attorney general and deputy attorney general in the dismissal of James Comey.[162]


	
June 3: In an interview with the Associated Press, Rosenstein said he would recuse from supervision of Mueller, if he himself were to become a subject in the investigation due to his role in the Comey's dismissal.[162]


	
June 5: Reality Winner[image: External link], 25, a contractor with Pluribus International Corporation[image: External link] in Georgia, arrested for leaking to the Intercept[image: External link] in violations of the Espionage Act[image: External link] a top secret NSA document which detailed that Russian hacking into the 2016 American elections went further than thought before and targeted the actual voting equipment being used in many states.[163][164][165]


	
June 7:

	At a Senate Intelligence Committee hearing, DNI[image: External link] Coats and NSA Director Rogers testify that they never felt pressure from President Trump to do anything inappropriate, but decline to answer questions on private conversations with him.[166]


	In a prepared written testimony to the Senate Intelligence Committee,[167] Comey confirms telling President Trump that he was not personally under any investigation, but refuses to say this publicly without prior approval from the Attorney General's office.[168] He also states that Trump felt the Russia story was a "cloud" that prevented him from performing his job as president.[168]






	
June 8: Comey testifies before Senate Intelligence comittee.

	
June 11: Former United States Attorney[image: External link] Preet Bharara[image: External link] said in interview with ABC News, "there's absolutely evidence to begin a case" regarding obstruction of justice[image: External link] by Trump.[169] Bharara went on to note, "No one knows right now whether there is a provable case of obstruction. [But] there's no basis to say there's no obstruction."[169]


	
June 12:

	Vladimir Putin has Alexei Navalny[image: External link] arrested after he successfully organized a coordinated street protests[image: External link] across all major population centers across Russia; Protesting Putin's autocratic rule of Russia and the mounting efforts Putin has expended to ensure that no real opponent, like Navalny, can run against him in the 2018 Russian presidential elections[image: External link].[170]


	Senate Intel Committee conduct closed meetings in the large Hart Senate Office Building[image: External link] SCIF[image: External link] with NSA chief, Admiral Mike Rodgers, lasting nearly three hours, and with former DHS Secretary, Jeh Johnson[image: External link] earlier in the day.

	The media reports that Trump is planning to fire Mueller[171]


	Rep. Brad Sherman[image: External link] begins circulating articles of Impeachment among his colleagues.[172]






	
June 13:

	Senate Republicans and Democrats reached agreement on a new package of sanctions on Russia. Codifying the sanctions in place from President Obama's Executive Orders as well as additional punitive sanctions for their attacks, preventing Trump from alleviating the sanctions unilaterally.[173]


	Rod Rosenstein testifies to the Senate that he is the person with sole ability to change Special Council Muller's employment status, and has full faith in Muller's abilities to execute the investigations and prosecutions before him, and that he sees no circumstances in which he would terminate Mr. Muller as a Special Prosecutor.

	Attorney General Sessions testifies in open session of the Senate Intelligence Committee and largely stonewalls questions from Senators.[174]






	June 14: Washington Post confirms that Robert Muller's investigation is and has been investigating Donald Trump for criminal obstruction-of-justice[image: External link] by the president and that the investigation began days after Comey was fired on May 9.[175]
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Donald Trump–Russia Dossier






The Donald Trump–Russia dossier is a private intelligence[image: External link] dossier[image: External link] that was written by Christopher Steele[image: External link], a former British MI6[image: External link] intelligence officer. It contains unverified allegations of misconduct and collusion between Donald Trump and his campaign and the Russian government[image: External link] during the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link] and the period preceding the election. The existence of the dossier was first reported on January 10, 2017. Steele went into hiding after the release of the dossier, but reappeared on March 7, 2017.[1]

The dossier alleges that the Russian Federal Security Service[image: External link] (FSB) has kompromat[image: External link] on Trump – damaging or embarrassing material which could be used to blackmail him, including allegations about Trump's sexual and financial activities in Russia. The dossier also states that the Russian government promoted Trump's candidacy to create divisions in Western alliances, and that during his presidential campaign, at the heat of the Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election, there was exchange of information and collusion between Russian officials and people associated with Trump's campaign.

The media and the intelligence community have stressed that accusations in the dossier have not been verified. Most experts have treated the dossier with caution, but in February, it was reported that some details related to conversations between foreign nationals had been independently corroborated, giving U.S. intelligence and law enforcement greater confidence in some aspects of the dossier as investigations continued. Trump himself has denounced the report, calling it "fake news[image: External link]" and "phony." A Russian government spokesman dismissed the dossier, saying its allegations were false. Steele's former colleagues came out in defense of his character and expertise.

The dossier was produced as part of opposition research[image: External link] during the 2016 U.S. presidential election. The research was initially funded by Republicans[image: External link] who did not want Trump to be the Republican Party nominee for president. After Trump won the primaries, a Democratic[image: External link] client took over the funding; and, following Trump's election, Steele continued working on the report pro bono[image: External link] and passed on the information to British and American intelligence services.
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See also: Business projects of Donald Trump in Russia


The 35-page dossier claims that Russia is in possession of damaging or embarrassing information about Trump which could be used for purposes of blackmail[image: External link] to get Trump to cooperate with the Russian government[image: External link].[2] The material includes allegations about Trump's sexual and financial dealings in Russia.[3] The dossier further alleges that Trump has been cultivated and supported by Russia for at least five years, with Putin's endorsement, with the overall aim of creating divisions between Western alliances; that Trump has extensive ties to Russia; and that there had been multiple contacts between Russian officials and people working for Trump during the campaign.[2][4]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History
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 Creation of the dossier




According to reports, the dossier was created as part of opposition research[image: External link] on Trump. The investigation into Trump was initially funded by "Never Trump[image: External link]" Republicans and later by Democrats.[5][6][7] In September 2015, a wealthy Republican donor who opposed Trump's candidacy in the Republican primary hired Fusion GPS[image: External link], an American research firm, to do opposition research on Trump. For months, Fusion GPS gathered information about Trump, focusing on his business and entertainment activities. When Trump became the presumptive nominee in May 2016, the Republican donor withdrew and the investigation contract was taken over by an unidentified Democratic client.[7][8]

In June 2016 it was revealed that the Democratic National Committee[image: External link] website had been hacked by Russian sources, so Fusion GPS hired Orbis Business Intelligence, a private British intelligence firm, to look into any Russian connections.[7] The investigation was undertaken by Orbis co-founder Christopher Steele[image: External link], a retired British MI6[image: External link] officer with expertise in Russian matters. Steele delivered his report as a series of two- or three-page memos, starting in June 2016 and continuing through December. He continued his investigation even after the Democratic client stopped paying for it following Trump's election.[7]

On his own initiative, Steele decided to also pass the information to British and American intelligence services because he believed the findings were a matter of national security for both countries.[9] However, he became frustrated with the FBI, which he believed was failing to investigate his reports, choosing instead to focus on the Hillary Clinton's email investigation. According to The Independent, Steele came to believe that there was a "cabal" inside the FBI, particularly its New York field office[image: External link] linked to Trump advisor Rudy Giuliani, which blocked any attempts to investigate the links between Trump and Russia.[9] In October 2016, Steele passed on what he discovered so far to a reporter from Mother Jones magazine.

Shortly after the presidential election, Senator John McCain, who had been informed about the alleged links between Kremlin and Trump, met with former British ambassador to Moscow Sir Andrew Wood[image: External link]. Wood confirmed the existence of the dossier and vouched for Steele.[9] McCain obtained the dossier from David J. Kramer[image: External link] and took it directly to FBI director James Comey on December 9, 2016.[7][6]

In a court filing in April 2017, Steele revealed previously unreported information that in December 2016 he gave one more report to "the senior British national security official and sent an encrypted version to Fusion with instructions to deliver a hard copy to Senator McCain." This memo, dated December 13, detailed possible collusion between the Kremlin and the Trump campaign. It described secret discussions between four named Trump representatives, Kremlin representatives, and associated operators/hackers about how to secretly pay the hackers who penetrated the DNC computer system and also how to cover up the operation. Although paid by the Trump organisation, the hackers were controlled by Putin's administration. "Comey has confirmed that counter-intelligence investigations are under way into possible links between Trump associates and Moscow, and CNN has reported that the FBI used the dossier to bolster its investigations."[10]
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 Early indications of the dossier's existence




By Fall 2016, many news organizations knew about the existence of the dossier, which had been described as an "open secret" among journalists. However, they chose not to publish information that could not be confirmed.[7] Finally on October 31, 2016, a week before the election, Mother Jones reported that a former intelligence officer, whom they did not name, had produced a report based on Russian sources and turned it over to the FBI.[11] The report alleged that the Russian government had cultivated Trump for years:


The "Russian regime has been cultivating, supporting and assisting TRUMP for at least 5 years. Aim, endorsed by PUTIN, has been to encourage splits and divisions in western alliance." It maintained that Trump "and his inner circle have accepted a regular flow of intelligence from the Kremlin[image: External link], including on his Democratic and other political rivals." It claimed that Russian intelligence had " compromised[image: External link]" Trump during his visits to Moscow[image: External link] and could "blackmail him."[11]



The report further alleged that there were multiple in-person meetings between Russian government officials and individuals established as working for Trump.[12][13] The former intelligence officer continued to share information with the FBI, and said in October 2016 that "there was or is a pretty substantial inquiry going on."[11]

In October 2016 the FBI reached an agreement with Steele to pay him to continue his work, according to involved sources reported by The Washington Post. "Steele was known for the quality of his past work and for the knowledge he had developed over nearly 20 years working on Russia-related issues for British intelligence." The FBI found Steele credible and his unproved information worthy enough that it considered paying Steele to continue collecting information, but the release of the document to the public stopped discussions between Steele and the FBI.[14]

Trump and Barack Obama were briefed on the existence of the dossier by the chiefs of several U.S. intelligence agencies in early January 2017. Vice President Joe Biden has confirmed that he and the president had received briefings on the dossier, and the allegations within.[15][8][16][17]
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 Public release




On January 10, 2017, CNN reported that classified documents presented to Obama and Trump the previous week included allegations that Russian operatives possess "compromising personal and financial information" about Trump. CNN stated that it would not publish specific details on the memos because it had not "independently corroborated the specific allegations."[18][19] Following the CNN report,[20] BuzzFeed[image: External link] published a 35-page dossier that it said was the basis of the briefing, including unverified claims that Russian operatives had collected "embarrassing material" involving Trump that could be used to blackmail[image: External link] him.[21][22][19][23] NBC reported that a senior U.S. intelligence official said that Trump had not been previously briefed on the contents of the memos,[24] although a CNN report said that a statement released by James Clapper[image: External link] in early January confirmed that the synopsis existed and had been compiled for Trump.[25]

Many news organizations knew about the document in the fall of 2016, before the presidential election, but refused to publish it because they could not independently verify the information.[26] BuzzFeed was harshly criticized for publishing what Washington Post columnist Margaret Sullivan called "scurrilous allegations dressed up as an intelligence report meant to damage Donald Trump"[27] while The New York Times noted that the publication sparked a debate centering around the use of unsubstantiated information from anonymous sources.[28] BuzzFeed's executive staff said the materials were newsworthy because they were "in wide circulation at the highest levels of American government and media" and argued that this justified public release.[29]
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 Authorship




When CNN reported the existence of the dossier on January 10, 2017,[30] it did not name the author of the dossier, but revealed that he was British. Steele concluded that his anonymity had been "fatally compromised" and realized it was "only a matter of time until his name became public knowledge," and, accompanied by his family, he fled into hiding in fear of "a prompt and potentially dangerous backlash against him from Moscow."[31][32][5] The Wall Street Journal revealed Steele's name the next day, on January 11.[33] Christopher Burrows, director of Orbis Business Intelligence Ltd, for whom Steele worked at the time the dossier was authored, and Orbis would not "confirm or deny" that Orbis had produced the dossier.[30][7]

Called by the media a "highly regarded Kremlin expert" and "one of MI6's greatest 'Russia specialists", Steele formerly worked for the British intelligence agency MI6[image: External link] and is currently working for Orbis Business Intelligence Ltd, a private intelligence company Steele had co-founded in London.[34][33][35] Steele entered the MI6 directly after his graduation from college, in 1987.[36]

Former British ambassador to Moscow Sir Andrew Wood[image: External link] has vouched for Steele's reputation.[9] He views Steele as a "very competent professional operator... I take the report seriously. I don't think it's totally implausible." He also stated that "the report's key allegation – that Trump and Russia's leadership were communicating via secret back channels during the presidential campaign – was eminently plausible"[37]

On December 26, 2016, Oleg Erovinkin[image: External link], a former KGB[image: External link]/ FSB[image: External link] general, was found dead in his car in Moscow. Erovinkin was a key liaison between Igor Sechin[image: External link], head of Rosneft[image: External link], and President Putin. Steele claimed much of the information came from a source close to Sechin. According to Christo Grozev, a journalist at Risk Management Lab, a think-tank based in Bulgaria, the circumstances of Erovinkin's death were "mysterious". Grozev suspected Erovinkin helped Steele compile the dossier on Trump and suggests the hypothesis that the death may have been part of a cover-up by the Russian government.[38][39] Mark Galeotti[image: External link], senior research fellow at the Institute of International Relations Prague, who specialises in Russian history and security, rejected Grozev's hypothesis.[40][38]

On March 7, 2017, as some members of the US Congress were expressing interest in meeting with or hearing testimony from Steele, he reemerged after weeks in hiding, appearing publicly on camera and stating, "I'm really pleased to be back here working again at the Orbis's offices in London today."[1]
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 Veracity of the dossier




Observers and experts have had varying reactions to the dossier. Generally, "former intelligence officers and other national-security experts" urged "skepticism and caution" but still took "the fact that the nation's top intelligence officials chose to present a summary version of the dossier to both President Obama and President-elect Trump" as an indication "that they may have had a relatively high degree of confidence that at least some of the claims therein were credible, or at least worth investigating further."[41]

Vice President Biden told reporters that while he and President Obama were receiving a briefing on the extent of Russian hackers trying to influence the US election, there was a two-page addendum which addressed the contents of the Steele Dossier.[42] Top intelligence officials told them they "felt obligated to inform them about uncorroborated allegations about President-elect Donald Trump out of concern the information would become public and catch them off-guard."[43]

The Panorama[image: External link] documentary film[image: External link] which first aired on BBC One[image: External link] on January 16, 2017, Trump: The Kremlin Candidate?[image: External link], attempts to verify if the Russian Intelligence Community[image: External link] has obtained blackmail usable material known as kompromat[image: External link] regarding Trump, described in the Donald Trump–Russia dossier.[44][45][46][47] The film attempts to conclude if Trump may be able to be manipulated by Putin due to the possibility that Russian intelligence[image: External link] may possess a sex tape[image: External link] of Trump.[48][44]

According to Paul Wood[image: External link] of BBC News[image: External link], the information in Steele's report is also reported by "multiple intelligence sources" and "at least one East European intelligence service." They report that there is "more than one tape, not just video, but audio as well, on more than one date, in more than one place, in both Moscow and St. Petersburg."[49][33] He added that "the CIA believes it is credible that the Kremlin[image: External link] has such kompromat[image: External link]—or compromising material— on the next US commander in chief" and "a joint taskforce, which includes the CIA and the FBI, has been investigating allegations that the Russians may have sent money to Mr Trump's organisation or his election campaign."[50][51][49] On March 30, 2017, Wood revealed that the FBI was using the dossier as a roadmap for its investigation.[52] On April 18, 2017, CNN reported that corroborated information from the dossier had been used as part of the basis for getting the FISA[image: External link] warrant to monitor former Trump foreign policy advisor Carter Page[image: External link] during the summer of 2016.[53]

Former Los Angeles Times Moscow correspondent Robert Gillette wrote in an op-ed in the Concord Monitor[image: External link] that the dossier has had at least one of its main factual assertions verified. On January 6, 2017, the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] released a report assessing "with high confidence" that Russia's combined cyber and propaganda operation was directed personally by Vladimir Putin, with the aim of harming Hillary Clinton's candidacy and helping Trump.[54] Gillette wrote: "Steele's dossier, paraphrasing multiple sources, reported precisely the same conclusion, in greater detail, six months earlier, in a memo dated June 20."[55]

Susan Hennessey, a former National Security Administration[image: External link] lawyer now with the Brookings Institution[image: External link], stated: "My general take is that the intelligence community and law enforcement seem to be taking these claims seriously. That itself is highly significant. But it is not the same as these allegations being verified. Even if this was an intelligence community document—which it isn't—this kind of raw intelligence is still treated with skepticism."[41][56] Hennessey and Benjamin Wittes[image: External link] wrote that "the current state of the evidence makes a powerful argument for a serious public inquiry into this matter."[56]

Former CIA analyst Patrick Skinner said that he is "neither dismissing the report nor taking its claims at face value," telling Wired: "I imagine a lot more will come out, and much will be nothing and perhaps some of it will be meaningful, and perhaps even devastating."[41] Russian investigative journalist Andrei Soldatov[image: External link] writes that while "many of the report's elements appear hastily compiled", and there were many "shaky" claims, the document "rings frighteningly true" and "overall ... reflects accurately the way decision-making in the Kremlin looks to close observers."[57] Soldatov writes: "Unverifiable sensational details aside, the Trump dossier is a good reflection of how things are run in the Kremlin – the mess at the level of decision-making and increasingly the outsourcing of operations, combined with methods borrowed from the KGB and the secret services of the lawless 1990s."[57]

Newsweek[image: External link] published a list of "13 things that don't add up" in the dossier, writing that the document was a "strange mix of the amateur and the insightful" and stating that the document "contains lots of Kremlin-related gossip that could indeed be, as the author claims, from deep insiders—or equally gleaned" from Russian newspapers and blogs.[58] Former UK ambassador to Russia Sir Tony Brenton[image: External link] stated that certain aspects of the dossier were inconsistent with British intelligence's understanding of how the Kremlin works, commenting: "I've seen quite a lot of intelligence on Russia, and there are some things in [the dossier] which look pretty shaky."[59]

On February 10, 2017, CNN reported that some communications between "senior Russian officials and other Russian individuals" described in the dossier had been corroborated by multiple U.S. officials. Sources told CNN that some conversations had been "intercepted during routine intelligence gathering", but refused to reveal the content of conversations, or specify which communications were detailed in the dossier. CNN was unable to confirm whether conversations were related to Trump. U.S. officials said the corroboration gave "US intelligence and law enforcement 'greater confidence' in the credibility of some aspects of the dossier as they continue to actively investigate its contents".[60]

According to Business Insider, the dossier alleges that "the Trump campaign agreed to minimize US opposition to Russia's incursions into Ukraine".[61] In July 2016, the Republican National Convention made changes to the Republican Party's platform on Ukraine: initially they proposed providing "lethal weapons" to Ukraine, but the line was changed to "appropriate assistance". J. D. Gordon[image: External link], who was one of Trump's national security advisers during the campaign, said that he had advocated for changing language because that reflected what Trump had said.[61][62]
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 Responses




Donald Trump called the dossier "fake news[image: External link]" and criticized the intelligence and media sources that published it.[63] During a press conference on January 11, 2017, Trump denounced the unsubstantiated claims as false, saying that it was "disgraceful" for U.S. intelligence agencies to report them. Trump refused to answer a question from CNN's senior White House correspondent Jim Acosta[image: External link] on the subject and called CNN "fake news[image: External link]." In response, CNN said that it had published "carefully sourced reporting" on the matter which had been "matched by the other major news organizations," as opposed to BuzzFeed's posting of "unsubstantiated materials."[64][20] James Clapper[image: External link] described the leaks as damaging to US national security.[65] This also contradicted Trump's previous claim that Clapper said the information was false; Clapper's statement actually said the intelligence community has made no judgement on the truth or falsity of the information.[66]

Russian press secretary Dmitry Peskov[image: External link] insisted in an interview that the document is a fraud, saying "I can assure you that the allegations in this funny paper, in this so-called report, they are untrue. They are all fake."[67] The President of Russia, Vladimir Putin, called the people who leaked the document "worse than prostitutes"[68] and referred to the dossier itself as "rubbish."[69] Putin went on to state he believed that the dossier was "clearly fake,"[70] fabricated as a plot against the legitimacy of President-elect Donald Trump.[71]

Some of Steele's former colleagues expressed support for his character, saying "The idea his work is fake or a cowboy operation is false – completely untrue. Chris is an experienced and highly regarded professional. He's not the sort of person who will simply pass on gossip."[72]

Trump's personal attorney Michael Cohen[image: External link], in a denial of some allegations, said "I'm telling you emphatically that I've not been to Prague[image: External link], I've never been to Czech [Republic], I've not been to Russia. The story is completely inaccurate, it is fake news meant to malign Mr. Trump."[73] Cohen said that between August 23–29 he was in Los Angeles[image: External link]. According to Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty[image: External link], "A Czech intelligence source told the Respekt[image: External link] magazine that there is no record of Cohen arriving in Prague by plane, although the news weekly pointed out he could have traveled by car or train from a nearby EU country, avoiding passport control under Schengen zone travel rules."[74]

Among journalists, Bob Woodward[image: External link] called the dossier a "garbage document," while Carl Bernstein[image: External link] took the opposite view, noting that the senior-most U.S. intelligence officials had determined that the content was worth reporting to the president and the president-elect.[75]

Ynet[image: External link], an Israeli online news site, reported on January 12 that U.S. intelligence advised Israeli intelligence officers to be cautious about sharing information with the incoming Trump administration, until the possibility of Russian influence over Trump, suggested by Steele's report, has been fully investigated.[76]

Aleksej Gubarev, chief of technology company XBT and a figure mentioned in the dossier, sued BuzzFeed for defamation on February 3, 2017. The suit, filed in a Broward County, Florida[image: External link] court,[77] centers on allegations from the dossier that XBT had been "using botnets[image: External link] and porn traffic to transmit viruses, plant bugs, steal data and conduct 'altering operations' against the Democratic Party leadership."[78] In the High Court of Justice[image: External link], Steele's lawyers said that their client did not intend for the memos to be released, and that one of the memos "needed to be analyzed and further investigated/verified."[79]

White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer responded to CNN's report of February 10, of a partial corroboration of the dossier, by saying, "We continue to be disgusted by CNN's fake news reporting."[60]

On March 2, 2017, media began reporting that the Senate may call Steele to testify about the Trump dossier.[80]

On March 27, 2017, Senate Judiciary Chairman Chuck Grassley[image: External link] asked the Department of Justice to initiate an inquiry into Fusion GPS, who initially retained Steele to write the dossier.[81] Fusion GPS was previously associated with pro-Russia lobbying activities[image: External link] due to sanctions imposed by the Magnitsky Act[image: External link]. Grassley's committee made direct inquiries of Fusion GPS: "When political opposition research becomes the basis for law enforcement or intelligence efforts, it raises substantial questions about the independence of law enforcement and intelligence from politics."[82] The other basis for Grassley's concern is the fact that Fusion GPS was working as a pro-Russia lobbyist at the same time it had retained Steele to research and write the Trump dossier.[83] Grassley was concerned that the FBI was improperly using the dossier as the basis for an investigation into Russian influence of the 2016 U.S. presidential election.[81]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b Withnall, Adam (March 7, 2017). "Ex-British spy Christopher Steele breaks silence over Trump Russia dossier"[image: External link]. The Independent. Retrieved March 26, 2017.


	
^ a b "Donald Trump dossier: Russians point finger at MI6 over leaked intelligence report"[image: External link]. The Telegraph. January 12, 2017.


	
^ Pilkington, Ed (January 12, 2017). "Russia dossier: what happens next – and could Donald Trump be impeached?"[image: External link]. The Guardian. ISSN  0261-3077[image: External link]. Retrieved January 18, 2017.


	
^ Haynes, Deborah (January 11, 2017). "Spy behind report knew Litvinenko"[image: External link]. The Times.


	
^ a b Gordon, Raynor. "Former MI6 officer Christopher Steele, who produced Donald Trump Russian dossier, 'terrified for his safety' and went to ground before name released"[image: External link]. The Telegraph. Retrieved January 11, 2017.


	
^ a b Borger, Julian[image: External link] (January 11, 2017), John McCain passes dossier alleging secret Trump-Russia contacts to FBI[image: External link], The Guardian, retrieved January 12, 2017


	
^ a b c d e f g "How a Sensational, Unverified Dossier Became a Crisis for Donald Trump"[image: External link]. The New York Times. January 11, 2017. Retrieved January 17, 2017.


	
^ a b Borger, Julian (January 11, 2017). "How the Trump dossier came to light: secret sources, a retired spy and John McCain"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved January 17, 2017.


	
^ a b c d "Ex-MI6 agent so worried by his Donald Trump discoveries he started working without pay"[image: External link]. The Independent. January 13, 2017.


	
^ Borger, Julian (April 28, 2017). "UK was given details of alleged contacts between Trump campaign and Moscow"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved April 30, 2017.


	
^ a b c Corn, David[image: External link] (October 31, 2016), A Veteran Spy Has Given the FBI Information Alleging a Russian Operation to Cultivate Donald Trump[image: External link], Mother Jones, retrieved January 12, 2017


	
^ "'It Is Fake News Meant to Malign Mr. Trump' "[image: External link]. The Atlantic. January 10, 2017. Retrieved January 12, 2017.


	
^ "What We Know and Don't Know About the Trump-Russia Dossier"[image: External link]. The New York Times. January 11, 2017. Retrieved January 12, 2017.


	
^ Hamburger, Tom; Helderman, Rosalind S. (February 28, 2017). "FBI once planned to pay former British spy who authored controversial Trump dossier"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved March 1, 2017.


	
^ "John McCain intrigue grows in Donald Trump dossier affair"[image: External link].


	
^ "FBI head Comey told Trump about Russia dossier after intel briefing"[image: External link].


	
^ Staff, AOL. "Biden: Obama and I were told about Trump dossier ahead of leaks"[image: External link].


	
^ Evan Perez, Jim Sciutto, Jake Tapper & Carl Bernstein. "Intel chiefs presented Trump with claims of Russian efforts to compromise him"[image: External link]. CNN.com. Retrieved January 11, 2017.


	
^ a b Erik Wemple. "BuzzFeed's ridiculous rationale for publishing the Trump-Russia dossier"[image: External link]. Washington Post. Retrieved January 11, 2017.


	
^ a b Sutton, Kelsey. "Trump calls CNN 'fake news,' as channel defends its reporting on intelligence briefing"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved January 11, 2017.


	
^ Jeff Stein[image: External link] (January 10, 2017). "Trump, Russian Spies, and the Infamous "Golden Showers" Memos"[image: External link]. Newsweek[image: External link].


	
^ "U.S. Spies Warn Trump and GOP: Russia Could Get You Next"[image: External link]. The Daily Beast. Retrieved January 11, 2017.


	
^ "Trump Received Unsubstantiated Report That Russia Had Damaging Information About Him"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved January 11, 2017.


	
^ "Trump was not briefed on document with explosive Russia allegations, official says"[image: External link]. CNBC.com. January 11, 2017. Retrieved January 12, 2017.


	
^ Evan Perez & Stephen Collinson (January 12, 2017). "US spy chief rejects Trump's attack over Russia dossier"[image: External link]. CNN. The claims were summarized in a two-page synopsis prepared for Trump and Barack Obama ahead of a national security briefing last week. Clapper's statement amounted to the first public confirmation from a US official of CNN's story that the synopsis existed and had been put together for the President, President-elect and eight Congressional leaders.


	
^ Ember, Sydney; Grynbaum, Michael M. (January 10, 2017). "BuzzFeed Posts Unverified Claims on Trump, Igniting a Debate"[image: External link]. New York Times.


	
^ Margaret Sullivan, How BuzzFeed crossed the line in publishing salacious 'dossier' on Trump[image: External link], Washington Post (January 11, 2017),


	
^ Smith, Ben (January 23, 2017). "Why BuzzFeed News Published the Dossier"[image: External link]. New York Times.


	
^ Graham, David A. (January 11, 2017). "The Trouble With Publishing the Trump Dossier"[image: External link]. The Atlantic.


	
^ a b Nichols, Hans (January 1, 1970). "Former British Spy Christopher Steele Prepared Explosive Trump Memo"[image: External link]. NBC News. Retrieved January 12, 2017.


	
^ Staff; agencies (January 12, 2017). "Christopher Steele, ex-MI6 officer, named as author of Trump dossier"[image: External link]. The Guardian. ISSN  0261-3077[image: External link]. Retrieved January 18, 2017.


	
^ "Ex-MI6 officer Christopher Steele in hiding after Trump dossier"[image: External link]. BBC News. January 12, 2017.


	
^ a b c "Christopher Steele, Ex-British Intelligence Officer, Said to Have Prepared Dossier on Trump"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal. January 11, 2017. Retrieved January 18, 2017.


	
^ "The ex-spy who wrote the Trump dossier is nicknamed James Bond"[image: External link]. NBC News. January 13, 2017.


	
^ Behar, Richard. "Could This Be The British Ex-MI6 Agent Behind The Trump FBI Memos?"[image: External link]. Forbes. Retrieved January 11, 2017.


	
^ Hughes, Chris. "First picture of British spy behind Donald Trump 'dirty dossier' revealed"[image: External link]. Mirror. Retrieved January 12, 2017.


	
^ Harding, Luke[image: External link]; Hopkins, Nick (January 13, 2017). "UK's former Moscow ambassador in spotlight over Trump dossier"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved January 18, 2017.


	
^ a b "Mystery death of ex-KGB chief linked to MI6 spy's dossier on Donald Trump"[image: External link]. The Telegraph. Retrieved January 31, 2017.


	
^ Zois, Chris (January 28, 2017). "Russians suspected of aiding investigations into hacking are being arrested and possibly murdered"[image: External link]. AOL.com. Retrieved January 31, 2017.


	
^ Corentin Durand: Oleg Erovinkin, l'espion russe qui en aurait trop dit sur Trump et la Russie[image: External link], Numerama, January 30, 2017


	
^ a b c Abigail Tracy, What Intelligence Experts Think of the Explosive Trump-Russia Report[image: External link], Vanity Fair (January 11, 2017).


	
^ Hensch, Mark (January 12, 2017). "Biden: Intel officials warned us of Trump dossier"[image: External link]. TheHill. Retrieved February 1, 2017.


	
^ "Biden: Intel officials told us Trump allegations might leak"[image: External link]. The Big Story. Retrieved February 1, 2017.


	
^ a b "Trump: the Kremlin candidate?"[image: External link], International Journalism Festival[image: External link] (video), Perugia, Italy[image: External link]: YouTube, retrieved 11 June 2017


	
^ Seale, Jack (16 January 2017), "Trump: The Kremlin Candidate? - Panorama"[image: External link], Radio Times[image: External link], retrieved 11 June 2017


	
^ "Trump: The Kremlin Candidate?"[image: External link], Panorama[image: External link], BBC One[image: External link], 16 January 2017, retrieved 11 June 2017


	
^ "Panorama: Trump: The Kremlin Candidate?"[image: External link], Radio Times[image: External link], 16 January 2017, retrieved 11 June 2017


	
^ McDowall, Julie (15 January 2017), "TV Pick of the Day, Monday January 16 - Zero Days: Nuclear Cyber Sabotage, and Trump: The Kremlin Candidate?"[image: External link], The National[image: External link], retrieved 11 June 2017


	
^ a b "BBC claims a second source backs up Trump dossier"[image: External link]. The Week. January 11, 2017.


	
^ Wood, Paul (January 12, 2017). "Trump 'compromising' claims: How and why did we get here?"[image: External link]. BBC News.


	
^ Drum, Kevin (January 12, 2017). "BBC's Paul Wood: There are four sources for claims of possible Trump-Russia blackmail"[image: External link]. Mother Jones.


	
^ Bertrand, Natasha (March 30, 2017). "The FBI is reportedly using the explosive Trump-Russia dossier as a 'roadmap' for its investigation"[image: External link]. Business Insider. Retrieved April 19, 2017.


	
^ Perez, Evan; Prokupecz, Shimon; Raju, Manu (April 18, 2017). "FBI used dossier allegations to bolster Trump-Russia investigation"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved April 19, 2017.


	
^ Background to "Assessing Russian Activities and Intentions in Recent US Elections": The Analytic Process and Cyber Incident Attribution[image: External link] (PDF) (Report). Office of the Director of National Intelligence. January 6, 2017.


	
^ "My Turn: Inside the Trump dossier"[image: External link]. Concord Monitor. January 27, 2017.


	
^ a b Susan Hennessey & Benjamin Wittes, Why Are the Trump Allegations Hanging Around When They Haven't Been Substantiated?[image: External link], Lawfare (January 12, 2017).


	
^ a b Andrei Soldatov, The leaked Trump-Russia dossier rings frighteningly true[image: External link], The Guardian (January 12, 2017).


	
^ Matthews, Owen (January 11, 2017). "Thirteen things that don't add up in the Russia-Trump intelligence dossier"[image: External link]. Newsweek. Retrieved February 1, 2017.


	
^ "Trump dossier 'shaky' - former British envoy"[image: External link]. Sky News. Sky UK. January 13, 2017. Retrieved February 28, 2017. A former ambassador to Moscow casts doubts over elements of the report, as friends of the UK spy behind it leap to his defence.


	
^ a b Sciutto, Jim; Perez, Evan (February 10, 2017). "US investigators corroborate some aspects of the Russia dossier"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved February 10, 2017.


	
^ a b Bertrand, Natasha (February 11, 2017). "The timeline of Trump's ties with Russia lines up with allegations of conspiracy and misconduct"[image: External link]. Business Insider. Retrieved April 10, 2017.


	
^ Murray, Sara; Acosta, Jim; Schleifer, Theodore (March 4, 2017). "More Trump advisers disclose meetings with Russia's ambassador"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved April 10, 2017.


	
^ "Donald Trump attacks alleged Russian dossier as 'fake news' and slams Buzzfeed and CNN at press conference"[image: External link]. The Telegraph. Retrieved January 18, 2017.


	
^ Rascoe, Ayesha (January 11, 2017). "Trump assails 'phony' Russia dossier in chaotic news conference"[image: External link]. Reuters. Retrieved January 11, 2017.


	
^ Hartmann, Margaret. "Clapper Denounces 'Corrosive and Damaging' Trump Dossier Leak"[image: External link]. Daily Intelligencer. Retrieved January 12, 2017.


	
^ Weisman, Jonathan; Steinhauer, Jennifer (January 12, 2017). "Intelligence Chief's Olive Branch to Trump Gets Twisted in Translation"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
^ Neely, Bill (January 21, 2017). "Kremlin Spokesman: U.S. Intelligence Report on Russian Hacking 'Ridiculous' "[image: External link]. NBC News. Retrieved January 15, 2017.


	
^ "Putin: Those who leaked Trump dossier 'worse than prostitutes' "[image: External link]. Fox News. January 17, 2017. Retrieved January 17, 2017.


	
^ CNN, Angela Dewan and Milena Veselinovic. "Putin on Trump dossier claims: 'Rubbish' "[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved January 17, 2017.


	
^ Macfarquhar, Neil (January 17, 2017). "Putin Says Accusations in Trump Dossier Are 'Clearly Fake' "[image: External link]. The New York Times. ISSN  0362-4331[image: External link]. Retrieved January 18, 2017.


	
^ "Russia's Putin rejects Trump dossier report as plot against 'legitimacy' of president-elect"[image: External link]. Washington Post. Retrieved January 18, 2017.


	
^ Hopkins, Nick; Harding, Luke (January 12, 2017). "Donald Trump dossier: intelligence sources vouch for author's credibility"[image: External link]. The Guardian. ISSN  0261-3077[image: External link]. Retrieved January 21, 2017.


	
^ Gray, Rosie (January 10, 2017). "Michael Cohen: 'It Is Fake News Meant to Malign Mr. Trump' "[image: External link]. The Atlantic. I'm telling you emphatically that I've not been to Prague, I've never been to Czech [Republic], I've not been to Russia


	
^ "Report: Czech Intelligence Says No Evidence Trump Lawyer Traveled To Prague[image: External link]". Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty[image: External link]. January 11, 2017.


	
^ "'Garbage Document': Woodward Says US Intel Should Apologize Over Trump Dossier"[image: External link]. Fox News Insider. January 16, 2017. (Open the "Read full article" link)


	
^ Ronen Bergman: US intel sources warn Israel against sharing secrets with Trump administration[image: External link], Ynetnews News, 12. January 2017


	
^ Rosenberg, Eli (February 4, 2017). "Russian Executive Sues BuzzFeed Over Unverified Trump Dossier"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
^ Goldstein, David; Hall, Kevin G.; Gordon, Greg (February 3, 2017). "BuzzFeed sued over its publication of uncorroborated Trump dossier"[image: External link]. McClatchy DC.


	
^ Cohen, Marshall (May 2, 2017). "Spy behind Trump dossier says info was never meant for public eyes"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved May 3, 2017.


	
^ Hunt, Kasie; Dilanian, Ken (March 2, 2017). "The Senate may call Christopher Steele to testify about Trump dossier"[image: External link]. NBC News.


	
^ a b Carney, Jordain (27 March 2017). "Grassley wants details on firm tied to controversial Trump dossier"[image: External link]. TheHill. Retrieved 16 April 2017.


	
^ "Grassley Probes Opposition Research Firm behind Unsubstantiated Trump Dossier"[image: External link]. www.grassley.senate.gov. 27 March 2017. Retrieved 16 April 2017.


	
^ Arnsdorf, Isaac (31 March 2017). "Grassley presses Justice Dept. on Russian ties to firm behind Trump dossier"[image: External link]. POLITICO. Retrieved 16 April 2017. While Steele was compiling the dossier last summer, Simpson was at the same time working for the U.S. law firm representing the Cyprus-based Russian holding company Perezov, which federal prosecutors in New York accused of laundering money in a massive tax fraud. The company is controlled by Denis Katsyv, the son of a former Russian transport minister... “It is highly troubling that Fusion GPS appears to have been working with someone with ties to Russian intelligence—let alone someone alleged to have conducted political disinformation campaigns—as part of a pro- Russia lobbying effort while also simultaneously overseeing the creation of the Trump/Russia dossier,” Grassley wrote. “The relationship casts further doubt on an already highly dubious dossier.”







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Intelligence Committee Ranking Member Schiff Opening Statement During Hearing on Russian Active Measures[image: External link], Representative Adam Schiff[image: External link] (D) discusses the dossier

	
Grassley Probes Opposition Research Firm behind Unsubstantiated Trump Dossier[image: External link], Senator Chuck Grassley[image: External link] (R) investigates the dossier





Categories[image: External link]:

	Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections[image: External link]

	2016 documents[image: External link]

	2017 in American politics[image: External link]

	Controversies of the United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]

	Donald Trump controversies[image: External link]

	Espionage scandals and incidents[image: External link]

	Foreign influence in national elections[image: External link]

	Media-related controversies in the United States[image: External link]

	Russia–United States relations[image: External link]

	Russia–United Kingdom relations[image: External link]

	United Kingdom–United States relations[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 15 June 2017, at 11:37.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Donald Trump–Russia Dossier: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Trump%E2%80%93Russia_dossier [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Donald_Trump%E2%80%93Russia_dossier [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Contents and creation

	2 Initial report and White House response

	3 United States Congress reaction

	4 Special Counsel

	5 Legal analysis

	6 See also

	7 References

	8 External links





Comey Memos






The Comey memos are memoranda of conversations[image: External link] written by James Comey when he was Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI). They document conversations between Comey and President Donald Trump. The existence of the memos was first reported on May 16, 2017, about one week after Trump dismissed Comey as FBI director. It was reported that one of them, dated February 14, 2017, describes an alleged attempt by Trump to persuade Comey to abort the FBI investigation into Lieutenant General Michael Flynn[image: External link], who had resigned his post as national security advisor[image: External link] the previous day, after he misled senior U.S. officials "about the nature of his conversations" with Russian ambassador[image: External link] Sergei Kislyak[image: External link].[1][2][3][4][5] The White House responded to the allegations by stating that "the president has never asked Mr. Comey or anyone else to end any investigation, including any investigation involving General Flynn".[3]

According to a Comey associate, Trump also stated that Comey should consider putting reporters who publish classified information[image: External link] in prison.[6]

On May 16 a Columbia University[image: External link] law professor leaked a description of the February 14 memo to the The New York Times at Comey's request,[7][8] and the Times published that report later that day (May 16).[2] Comey said he wanted the memo to be made public, hoping that it might promote the appointment of a special counsel. The next day the Deputy Attorney General appointed former FBI director Robert Mueller[image: External link] as special counsel[image: External link][9] charged with overseeing the FBI's ongoing counterintelligence investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections.[10]
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According to Benjamin Wittes[image: External link], Director Comey would record a detailed memo immediately following every meeting and telephone call he had with President Donald Trump.[2][11][12] Allegedly, some memos were classified[image: External link], while others were not.[2]

One memo, which is unclassified, referred to a February 14, 2017, Oval Office meeting between Comey and Trump that began as a broader national security briefing. The meeting was the day after the dismissal of Michael Flynn[image: External link] by Trump. Near the conclusion of the briefing, according to this memo, the President asked those in attendance other than Director Comey to leave the room - including Vice President Mike Pence and Attorney General Jeff Sessions. He then reportedly stated to Comey "I hope you can see your way clear to letting this go, to letting Flynn go. He is a good guy. I hope you can let this go."[2] Comey made no commitments to Trump on the subject.[2]

The New York Times reported that Comey created the memos as part of a "paper trail" to document "what he perceived as the president's improper efforts to influence a continuing investigation".[2] Comey himself said, in his June 8 testimony before the Senate Intelligence Committee, that he documented his conversations with Trump because he "was honestly concerned he (Trump) might lie" about them. "I knew there might come a day when I might need a record of what happened," he said.[13] At the time Comey shared the February 14 memo with "a very small circle of people at the FBI and Justice Department[image: External link]".[1] Comey and other senior FBI officials perceived Trump's remarks "as an effort to influence the investigation, but they decided that they would try to keep the conversation secret — even from the FBI agents working on the Russia investigation — so the details of the conversation would not affect the investigation".[2]

The Washington Post reported that two Comey associates who had seen Comey's memo described it as two pages long and highly detailed.[1] The Times noted that contemporaneous notes created by FBI agents are frequently relied upon "in court as credible evidence of conversations".[2]

According to a Washington Post report, the memos also document Trump's criticism of the FBI for not pursuing leakers in the administration and his wish "to see reporters in jail".[1] The report outraged journalists and free-speech[image: External link] groups, who likened the statement to intimidation tactics used by authoritarian[image: External link] regimes. The Committee to Protect Journalists[image: External link] and Washington Post executive editor Martin Baron[image: External link] were among those who criticized the statement.[14]
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The memos' existence was first reported in a May 16, 2017, New York Times report, published several days after Trump fired Comey as FBI director; the report cited two people who read the memos.[2] The Wall Street Journal and The Washington Post independently reported on the memos' existence.[3][1]

Following the published description of the contents of the February 14 memo, the White House stated that "the president has never asked Mr. Comey or anyone else to end any investigation, including any investigation involving General Flynn" and stated "This is not a truthful or accurate portrayal of the conversation between the president and Mr. Comey."[3]
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On May 16, on the same day that the existence of the Comey memos were reported, Republican U.S. Representative[image: External link] Jason Chaffetz[image: External link], the chairman of the House Oversight Committee, wrote a letter to acting FBI Director McCabe, requesting that "all memoranda, notes, summaries and recordings referring or relating to any communications between Comey and the President" be provided to the committee by May 24.[15][16] Chaffetz wrote in the letter that the reports "raise questions as to whether the president attempted to influence or impede" the Flynn investigation.[15][16] Chaffetz said that he intended to obtain the memos by subpoena[image: External link] if necessary.[15] House Speaker Paul Ryan supported Chaffetz's request.[17]

In a further request on May 25, Chaffetz asked the FBI to turn over documents about Comey's interactions with the White House and Justice Department since Comey's appointment as FBI Director, which also covers interactions between Comey and President Obama.[18]
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Democratic U.S. Representative Adam Schiff[image: External link], the ranking member[image: External link] of the House Intelligence Committee[image: External link], stated: "If true, this is yet another disturbing allegation that the president may have engaged in some interference or obstruction of the investigation."[1]
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On May 17, 2017, the Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link], led by Republican chairman Richard Burr[image: External link] and Democratic vice chairman Mark Warner[image: External link], sent two letters seeking information related to the committee's ongoing investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections. The first letter, sent to Comey, asked him to appear before the committee in both open and closed sessions. The second, sent to acting FBI Director Andrew McCabe[image: External link], asked for "any notes or memorandum prepared by the former Director regarding any communications he may have had with senior White House and Department of Justice officials related to investigations into Russia's efforts."[19][20]
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On May 17, 2017, the Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link], in a letter signed by Republican Senators Chuck Grassley[image: External link] and Lindsey Graham, and Democratic Senators Dianne Feinstein[image: External link] and Sheldon Whitehouse[image: External link], also requested records from FBI, seeking "all memos relating to former FBI Director Comey's interactions with his superiors in both the Trump and Obama administrations" to be furnished by May 24.[21][22]
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One day after the existence of the memos was reported by The New York Times, the Justice Department appointed former FBI director Robert Mueller[image: External link] as special counsel[image: External link], charged with overseeing the FBI's ongoing counterintelligence investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections.[23][10] On May 23, 2017, the U.S. Department of Justice ethics experts announced they had declared Mueller ethically able to function as special counsel.[24] In an interview with the Associated Press, Rosenstein said he would recuse from supervision of Mueller, if he himself were to become a subject in the investigation due to his role in the dismissal of James Comey.[25]

On June 8, Comey testified to the Senate Intelligence Committee that he had asked a friend of his to "share the content of the memo with a reporter" because he "thought that might prompt the appointment of a special counsel".[26]
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Legal experts are divided as to whether Trump's alleged request that Comey end the investigation can be considered obstruction of justice[image: External link].[27] Jens David Ohlin of Cornell University Law School and Jonathan Turley of George Washington University have argued that the request does not neatly fit into any of the practices commonly considered to fall under the obstruction of justice statute.[28] Michael Gerhardt of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Julie O’Sullivan of the Georgetown University Law Center argued that it is hard to prove that Trump had an intent to obstruct the investigation.[29] Harvard law professor Alan Dershowitz said that "it's a very, very high bar to get over obstruction of justice for a president."[30] Harvard law professor Jack Goldsmith noted that it was implausible to indict a sitting president, noting that "the remedy for a criminal violation would be impeachment" instead.[31] Erwin Chereminsky of University of California, Irvine School of Law, has argued that it was obstruction of justice.[32]

Noah Feldman of Harvard University noted that the alleged request could be grounds for impeachment.[33] University of Texas law professor Stephen Vladeck said that it was reasonable for people to "start talking about obstruction".[31] Harvard law professor Alex Whiting said that Trump's actions were "very close to obstruction of justice... but still isn't conclusive".[34] Christopher Slobogin of Vanderbilt University Law School said that a "viable case" could be made but that it was weak.[32] John Dean[image: External link], former White House Counsel to Richard Nixon, called the memo about the private conversation with President Trump concerning the Flynn investigation a "smoking gun" and noted that "good intentions do not erase criminal intent".[35]

Several Republican politicians and conservative journalists have asserted that Comey could be subject to legal jeopardy over his withholding the memos.[36] Legal experts have criticized these assertions, with Harvard Law School professor emeritus Alan Dershowitz[image: External link] saying they are "total nonsense" and University of Texas School of Law[image: External link] professor Robert M. Chesney[image: External link] saying they are "completely uninformed".[36]

Trump's lawyer criticized Comey for leaking the contents of his memos to the press, with Trump's lawyer saying that they were "unauthorized".[37][38] University of Texas law professor Stephen Vladeck said that there was "no legal blowback" for Comey, unless "the memos involve 'information relating to the national defense'" or deprived "government of a 'thing of value'".[37]

Former United States Attorney[image: External link] Preet Bharara[image: External link] said in a June 11, 2017 interview with ABC News, "there's absolutely evidence to begin a case" regarding obstruction of justice[image: External link] by Trump.[39] Bharara went on to note, "No one knows right now whether there is a provable case of obstruction. [But] there's no basis to say there's no obstruction."[39]
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	Timeline of events related to Russian interference in the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link]
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Donald Trump's disclosure of classified information to Russia






President Donald Trump discussed highly classified intelligence[image: External link] during a May 10, 2017, Oval Office meeting with the Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] and Ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link], providing sufficient details that could be used by the Russians to deduce the source of the information and the manner in which it was collected, according to current and former government officials.[2][3][4][5][6] The disclosure was first reported in The Washington Post on May 15, 2017. White House staff initially denied the report, but the following day Trump defended the disclosure, stating that he has the "absolute right" to "share" intelligence with Russia.[7]

It was later reported that Israel[image: External link] was the source of the intelligence.[8] Israel did not confirm or deny the report but released a statement stating full confidence in the intelligence sharing relationships with the United States[image: External link].[9] Ynet[image: External link], an Israeli online news site, reported on January 12 that U.S. intelligence advised Israeli intelligence officers to be cautious about sharing information with the incoming Trump administration, until the possibility of Russian influence over Trump, suggested by Christopher Steele[image: External link]'s report (commonly referred as the Donald Trump–Russia dossier), has been fully investigated.[10] U.S. officials were concerned that the information could be passed to Russia, and then from Russia to Iran.[11] Several Israeli intelligence[image: External link] officials confirmed privately that Trump's disclosure of the intel to Russia "confirmed their worst fears" about Trump, that the disclosure jeopardizes Israel's "unique" intelligence-sharing arrangement with United States and that Israeli officials were "boiling mad".[12][11]

The report was described as "shocking" and "horrifying" by some commentators and officials.[13] According to current and former U.S. officials interviewed by ABC News, Trump's disclosure endangered the life of a spy placed by Israel in ISIL-held territory in Syria.[14] The classified information Trump shared came from a source described as the most valuable of any current sources on any current external plotting, according to the Wall Street Journal.[15]

It was also reported that Trump disclosed other classified information, namely the location of nuclear submarines, to Philippines President[image: External link] Rodrigo Duterte in a phone call on April 29.[16] On May 24, Britain strongly objected to the United States' leaking information, including the identity of the attacker in the 2017 Manchester Arena bombing[image: External link], while their investigations were still underway, jeopardizing the investigation.[17][18] Leaks of sensitive information by the U.S. has led to the review of intelligence sharing arrangements by key allies.[19]



TOP
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 Disclosures and reporting




On May 15, 2017, The Washington Post, citing anonymous sources, reported that the intelligence was about an Islamic State[image: External link] plot to stealthily use laptops as weapons that can then explode in Western countries, and that a Middle Eastern ally provided the intelligence, which was codeword-classified[image: External link], meaning that its distribution was restricted only to those who were explicitly cleared[image: External link] to read it, and was not intended to be shared beyond the United States and certain allies.[2][3] The incident was later reported by The New York Times,[2] Buzzfeed[image: External link],[20] and Reuters.[4] The officials talking to BuzzFeed said, "it's far worse than what has already been reported."[20]

Immediately after Trump's disclosure, "which one of the officials described as spontaneous",[4] "senior White House officials appeared to recognize quickly that Trump had overstepped and moved to contain the potential fallout."[3] Immediately after the meeting,[4] Thomas P. Bossert[image: External link], assistant to the president for homeland security and counterterrorism, telephoned the directors of the CIA and the NSA to inform them what had occurred.[3]

The incident was widely seen as a pivot away from traditional American allies, and towards closer relations with Russia,[21][22] and raised questions on whether the United States would remain in Five Eyes[image: External link] (an intelligence alliance comprising Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States) and its relationship to the FBI investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections.[23]

Several commentators stated that by releasing highly classified information to Russia, Trump jeopardized American and allied intelligence sources, breached the trust relationship with America's foreign partners, threatened the long term national security of the country and violated his oath of office through "gross negligence". All of these actions are possible legal grounds towards efforts to impeach Donald Trump.[24][25][26] Aides privately defended the President, stating that he did not have sufficient grasp upon what his job entails to purposely leak information.[27]

According to conservative commentator Erick Erickson[image: External link], multiple sources have stated that the leaks were far worse than the current reports, and the leaker is a strong supporter of President Trump who believed it was necessary to publicly disclose the story because of Trump's inability to accept criticism.[28]
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 White House response




White House staff initially denied the veracity of the report during the evening of May 15, but Trump appeared to confirm during the early morning of May 16 the allegations that he shared classified intelligence, saying that Russia is an important ally of the United States—including on terrorism.

In a press briefing on the same day, National Security Advisor[image: External link] H. R. McMaster[image: External link] strongly denied The Washington Post report, saying, "At no time, at no time, were intelligence sources or methods discussed. And the president did not disclose any military operations that were not already publicly known. Two other senior officials who were present, including the secretary of state, remember the meeting the same way and have said so. And their on-the-record accounts should outweigh those of anonymous sources." He concluded by saying, "I was in the room, it didn't happen."[29] McMaster said that "it was wholly appropriate to share" the information because of a similar ISIL plot two years earlier.[14]

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson stated that "common efforts and threats regarding counter-terrorism" were discussed in the meeting with Lavrov, but not "sources, methods or military operations".[30] Deputy National Security Advisor for Strategy Dina Habib Powell[image: External link] flatly rejected the Post article, saying: "This story is false. The president only discussed the common threats that both countries faced."[31]

On May 16, Trump implicitly confirmed a disclosure in a tweet, claiming that, "As President I wanted to share with Russia ... which I have the absolute right to do ..."[7]
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 Origin of the intelligence




The May 15 The Washington Post report[3] only reported that the intelligence came from an unnamed Middle Eastern ally.[2] On May 16, The New York Times named the relevant ally and source of the intelligence as Israel[image: External link], saying that as a consequence, Trump's boasts to the Russian envoys could damage America's relationship with Israel[image: External link] and endanger Israel's security if Russia passes the intelligence on to Russia's ally, and Israel's main threat in the Middle East, namely Iran.[8] The intelligence was so sensitive that it hadn't even been shared among key U.S. allies.[32]

Israeli intelligence officials were reportedly horrified by the disclosure.[33] In public comments, Israeli officials including intelligence minister Yisrael Katz[image: External link], Ambassador to the United States Ron Dermer[image: External link], and Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman[image: External link] said the intelligence services of the two countries would continue to share information, with Dermer saying "Israel has full confidence in our intelligence-sharing relationship with the United States." However, speaking privately, unnamed Israeli sources said they might need to reassess what intelligence they share with the U.S.[34][35] Israeli officials stated that it is Israel's "worst fears confirmed" about Donald Trump. The officials also stated that Israeli intelligence[image: External link] officers were "boiling mad and demanding answers" on its current intelligence-sharing agreement with the US[image: External link].[36]

On May 22, while visiting Israel, Trump appeared to confirm both the disclosures and the identity of Israel as the source, telling the press "Folks, folks, just so you understand, just so you understand, I never mentioned the word or the name Israel during that conversation."[37] It had been widely reported before May 22 that Israel was the source.[38][39]
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 United States Congress reaction
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 U.S. House




Speaker of the House Republican Paul Ryan said through a spokesman that he "hopes for a full explanation of the facts from the administration".[2]
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 U.S. Senate




Senator Bob Corker[image: External link], chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link], said that the allegations were "very, very troubling" if true.[4] Senator John McCain called the report "deeply disturbing" and said that "Reports that this information was provided by a U.S. ally and shared without its knowledge sends a troubling signal to America's allies and partners around the world and may impair their willingness to share intelligence with us in the future."[40] McCain stated: "Regrettably, the time President Trump spent sharing sensitive information with the Russians was time he did not spend focusing on Russia's aggressive behavior, including its interference in American and European elections, its illegal invasion of Ukraine[image: External link] and annexation of Crimea[image: External link], its other destabilizing[image: External link] activities across Europe, and the slaughter of innocent civilians and targeting of hospitals in Syria[image: External link]."[40]

Senate Democratic Leader[image: External link] Chuck Schumer[image: External link] stated "The president owes the intelligence community[image: External link], the American people and Congress a full explanation"[2] and Senator Dick Durbin[image: External link], the Senate Democratic Whip[image: External link], said that Trump's conduct was "dangerous" and "reckless".[4] Senator Jack Reed[image: External link], the ranking Democratic member[image: External link] of the United States Senate Committee on Armed Services[image: External link], stated that "President Trump's recklessness with sensitive information is deeply disturbing and clearly problematic."[2] The Democratic National Committee[image: External link] issued a statement reading: "If Trump weren't president, his dangerous disclosure to Russia could end with him in handcuffs."[41]
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 Foreign reactions




Foreign reaction was overwhelmingly negative. A top European intelligence official stated that sharing of intelligence with the United States would cease if the country confirms that Trump did indeed share classified information with Russia, because sharing intel with Americans while Trump is president could put their sources at risk.[42]
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 Germany




Burkhard Lischka[image: External link], a member of the German Bundestag[image: External link]'s intelligence oversight committee, said that if Trump "passes this information to other governments at will, then Trump becomes a security risk for the entire western world".[43]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Russia




The Russian Foreign Ministry[image: External link] advised its followers to avoid reading U.S. newspapers. Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Zakharova said: "You can put them to various uses, but you shouldn't read them. Lately it's become not only harmful, but dangerous too."[44] On May 17, 2017, Russian President Vladimir Putin offered to provide the record of the Oval Office meeting to the United States Congress.[45]
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 Academic reactions




Several professors of law, political science and international relations, as well as intelligence experts, were alarmed by Trump's disclosure.

Intelligence expert Amy Zegart[image: External link] of Stanford University noted that Trump revealed code word intelligence, which is the highest layer of classification, even higher than the "top secret" classification. Such information, if revealed could reasonably be expected to cause "exceptionally grave damage" to the national security of the United States.[46] She wrote, "so just how bad is the damage? On a scale of 1 to 10—and I'm just ball parking here—it's about a billion."[46]

Counterterrorism expert Daniel Byman[image: External link] of Georgetown University said that disclosures such as Trump's could jeopardize intelligence sharing relationships, which "perhaps more than any other policy instrument ... play a vital role in counterterrorism against global terrorist groups like the Islamic State and Al Qaeda."[47] The effects could be "disastrous".[47]

Professor Jack Goldsmith[image: External link] and other contributors to the Lawfare Blog[image: External link] argued that Trump's leaking of classified information could be a violation of the President's oath of office: "There's thus no reason why Congress couldn't consider a grotesque violation of the President's oath as a standalone basis for impeachment—a high crime and misdemeanor in and of itself. This is particularly plausible in a case like this, where the oath violation involves giving sensitive information to an adversary foreign power. That's getting relatively close to the "treason" language in the impeachment clauses; it's pretty easy to imagine a hybrid impeachment article alleging a violation of the oath in service of a hostile foreign power. So legally speaking, the matter could be very grave for Trump even though there is no criminal exposure."[24] While Goldsmith argued Trump "did not violate any criminal law concerning the disclosure of classified information" because of the president's broad authority to declassify information,[24] another legal scholar, Professor Stephen Vladeck[image: External link], wrote that the president's "constitutional power over national security information" is not unfettered and that Trump's disclosures "may actually have been illegal under federal law."[48]

Harvard Law emeritus professor Alan Dershowitz[image: External link] called the incident "the most serious charge ever made against a sitting president"[49] and said that it was "devastating", with "very serious political, diplomatic, and international implications".[50]
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Links between Trump associates and Russian Officials






Links between Trump associates and Russian officials are the subject of investigations by the FBI and a number of congressional committees as part of their investigations of Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections. Many of Donald Trump's campaign members, business partners and administration nominees have been subjected to intense scrutiny following intelligence reports on such Russian interference. The investigations have revealed that many of them have various types of links to Russian officials, business people, banks, and Russian intelligence agencies. Several investigations are underway to determine whether Trump or any of his associates have had improper dealings during their contacts with Russian officials, but no firm evidence of collusion has yet emerged.[1][2][3]

Investigations were started by the FBI,[4] the Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link][5] and the House Intelligence Committee[image: External link].[6] In May 2017, former FBI Director Robert Mueller[image: External link] was appointed as Special Counsel[image: External link] in the FBI's investigation.[7]



TOP
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There has been intensive media scrutiny of Trump's relationship to Russia.[8][9] During the campaign, Trump repeatedly praised Russian president Vladimir Putin as a strong leader, leading to jokes about their " bromance[image: External link]".[10][11] Several of Trump's close advisers, including former National Security Advisor Michael Flynn[image: External link] and former campaign manager Paul Manafort, have been connected to Russian or Ukrainian officials.[12][13] Russian agents were overheard during the campaign saying they could use Manafort and Flynn to influence Trump.[14] Members of Trump's campaign and later his White House staff, particularly Flynn and Jared Kushner, were in contact with Russian government officials both before and after the November election,[15] including some contacts which they initially did not disclose.[16] As of May 2017, the FBI is investigating several alleged links between Trump associates and representatives of the Russian government.[17] British and Dutch intelligence services have given information to their United States counterparts about meetings in European cities between Russian officials, associates of Putin, and associates of then-President-elect Trump. American intelligence agencies also intercepted communications of Russian officials, some of them within the Kremlin[image: External link], discussing contacts with Trump associates.[18]

The New York Times reported that multiple Trump associates, including Manafort and other members of his campaign, had repeated contacts with senior Russian intelligence officials during 2016, although officials said that so far, they do not have evidence that Trump's campaign had co-operated with the Russians to influence the election. Manafort said he did not knowingly meet any Russian intelligence officials.[19] Flynn and now-Attorney General Jeff Sessions subsequently confirmed the contacts after having initially denied them.[18] Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov[image: External link] told CNN that the "electoral process" was not discussed during these meetings, and that the Russian ambassador[image: External link] Sergey Kislyak[image: External link] had also met with "people working in think tanks advising Hillary or advising people working for Hillary" during the campaign.[20]

In particular, Kislyak has met with several Trump campaign members, transition team members, and administration nominees. Involved people dismissed those meetings as routine conversations in preparation for assuming the presidency. Trump's team has issued at least twenty denials concerning communications between his campaign and Russian officials;[21] several of these denials turned out to be false.[22] The Trump administration reportedly asked the FBI for help in countering news reports about alleged contacts with Russia.[23]

Former ambassadors Michael McFaul[image: External link] and John Beyrle[image: External link] have said they are "extremely troubled" by the evidence of Russian interference in the US election, and both support an independent investigation into the matter, but have dismissed as "preposterous" the allegations that Kislyak participated in it, particularly through his meetings with the Trump campaign: "Kislyak's job is to meet with government officials and campaign people," McFaul stated. "People should meet with the Russian ambassador and it's wrong to criminalize[image: External link] that or discourage it."[24]

According to three officials who reviewed a letter sent to The Washington Post in December 2016, a meeting took place in Trump Tower on December 1 or 2 between Kushner, Kislyak, and Flynn. In the meeting, Kushner is alleged to have requested that a direct Russian-encrypted communications channel be set up to allow secret communication with Russia which would circumvent safeguards in place by the United States intelligence community. The goal would be to allow Flynn to speak directly to Russian military officials about Syria and other issues. No such communications channel was actually set up, according to the sources.[25] After the meeting, Kislyak sent a report of the meeting to the Kremlin, using what he thought were secure channels but in fact were intercepted by American intelligence. Kislyak was reportedly taken aback by the request and expressed concern of the security implications that would be at stake in having an American use secure communications between the Kremlin and diplomatic outposts.[26][27]

Former Acting CIA Director[image: External link] Michael Morell[image: External link] stated in March 2017 that he had seen no evidence of collusion between Trump and the Kremlin. "On the question of the Trump campaign conspiring with the Russians here, there is smoke, but there is no fire, at all," Morell said.[1] In a March 2017 interview, James Clapper[image: External link], the Director of National Intelligence under President Obama, said that at the time of the intelligence community's report on the issue in January 2017, there was no evidence of any collusion between the Trump campaign and Russian operatives.[2] Former FBI Director James Comey, who was dismissed from his position in June 2017, subsequently testified under oath as follows: "In one conversation, Trump suggested that if there were some ‘satellite’ associates of his who did something wrong, it would be good to find that out.”[28]
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National Security Advisor[image: External link] Michael Flynn[image: External link] was forced to resign on February 13, 2017, after it was revealed that on December 29, 2016, the day that Obama announced sanctions against Russia, Flynn had discussed the sanctions with Kislyak. Flynn had earlier acknowledged speaking to Kislyak but denied discussing the sanctions.[31][32]

On March 2, 2017, The New York Times reported that Kislyak met with Flynn and Kushner in December 2016 to establish a line of communication with the Trump administration.[33] In May 2017 it was further reported that at that December meeting, Kushner and Flynn asked the Russians to set up a direct, encrypted communications channel with Moscow, so that Flynn could speak directly to Russian military officials about Syria and other issues without the knowledge of American intelligence agencies. Kislyak was hesitant to allow Americans to have access to Russia's secure communications network, and no such channel was actually set up.[34][27]

In December 2015 Flynn was paid $45,000 by Russia Today[image: External link], a Kremlin-supported television channel, for delivering a talk in Moscow, and Russia provided him a 3-day, all-expenses-paid trip.[35] As a retired military intelligence officer, Flynn was required to obtain prior permission from the Defense Department and the State Department before receiving any money from foreign governments; Flynn apparently did not seek that approval before the RT speech.[36] Two months later, in February 2016 when he was applying for a renewal of his security clearance, he stated that he had received no income from foreign companies and had only “insubstantial contact” with foreign nationals.[37] Glenn A. Fine[image: External link], the acting Defense Department Inspector General[image: External link], has confirmed he is investigating Flynn.[35]

CNN reported in May 19, 2017 that in a phone call during the presidential campaign intercepted by American intelligence, Russian officials claimed they had cultivated such a strong relationship with Flynn that they believed they could use him to influence Donald Trump and his team.[38]

On May 31, 2017, the House Intelligence Committee served Flynn with subpoenas for testimony, and production of personal documents and business records.[39][40]
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In April 2017, it was reported that Donald Trump's son-in-law and senior advisor[image: External link], Jared Kushner, on his application for top secret security clearance, failed to disclose numerous meetings with foreign officials, including Russian ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link] as well as Sergey Gorkov, the head of the Russian state-owned bank Vnesheconombank[image: External link]. Kushner's lawyers called the omissions "an error". The Senate Intelligence Committee investigating Russian interference in the 2016 election plans to question Kushner in connection with the meetings he had with these individuals.[41]

According to U.S. officials, investigators believe that Kushner has important information regarding the FBI investigation, but he is not a subject of investigation, unlike former Trump aides Michael Flynn and Paul Manafort.[42] In mid-December 2016, when Trump "was openly feuding with American intelligence agencies", Kushner met for thirty minutes with Russian banker, Sergey N. Gorkov, "whose financial institution was deeply intertwined with Russian intelligence" and is "under sanction by the United States". By late May 2017, the meeting had "come under increasing scrutiny" by the Senate Intelligence Committee as "current and former American officials" said that "it may have been part of an effort by Mr. Kushner to establish a direct line to Mr. Putin outside established diplomatic channels".[26][43]
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In March 2017, it was revealed that while still a U.S. Senator, Attorney General[image: External link] Jeff Sessions, an early and prominent supporter of Trump's campaign, spoke twice with Russian ambassador Kislyak before the election – once in July 2016 and once in September 2016. At his January 10 confirmation hearing to become Attorney General, he stated that he was not aware of any contacts between the Trump campaign and the Russian government, adding that he "did not have communications with the Russians". On March 1, 2017, he said that his answer had not been misleading, stating that he "never met with any Russian officials to discuss issues of the campaign".[44] On March 2, 2017, after meeting with senior career officials at the Justice Department, Sessions announced that he would recuse himself from any investigations into Russia's interference in the 2016 presidential election.[45] In such investigations, Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein has served as the Acting Attorney General.
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On February, 14, 2017, The New York Times reported that Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort had repeated contacts with senior Russian intelligence officials during 2016. Manafort said he did not knowingly meet any Russian intelligence officials.[19] Intercepted communications during the campaign show that Russian officials believed they could use Manafort to influence Trump.[46] On June 2, 2017, special counsel Robert Mueller assumed the criminal probe into Manafort,[47] which predates the 2016 election and the counterintelligence probe that in July 2016 began investigating possible collusion between Moscow and associates of Trump. Manafort was forced to resign as Trump campaign chairman in August 2016 amid questions over his business dealings in Ukraine years earlier.[47]
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During an interview with The Washington Post in March 2016, Trump identified Carter Page[image: External link], who had previously been an investment banker in Moscow, as a foreign policy adviser to his campaign.[48] Page became a foreign policy advisor to Trump in the summer of 2016. During the investigation into the Russian interference in the 2016 elections, Page's past contacts with Russians came to public attention.[49] In 2013 Page met with Viktor Podobnyy, then a junior attaché at the Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations, at an energy conference, and provided him with documents on the U.S. energy industry.[50] Page later said that he provided only "basic immaterial information and publicly available research documents" to Podobnyy.[49] Podobnyy was later one of a group of three Russian men charged by the U.S. authorities for participation in a Russian spy ring; Podobnyy and one of the other men was protected by diplomatic immunity[image: External link] from prosecution; a third man, who was spying for the Russia under non-diplomatic cover[image: External link], pleaded guilty to conspiring to act as an unregistered foreign agent[image: External link] and was sentenced to prison.[49] The men had attempted to recruit Page to work for the Russian SVR[image: External link]. The FBI interviewed Page in 2013 "as part of an investigation into the spy ring, but decided that he had not known the man was a spy", and never accused Page of wrongdoing.[49]

Page was dropped from the team after reports that he was under investigation by federal authorities over his Russian connections.[51] The FBI and the Justice Department obtained a Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court[image: External link] (FISA) warrant to monitor Page's communications during the summer of 2016, after they made the case that there was probable cause to think Page was acting as an agent of a foreign power (Russia). Page told The Washington Post that he considered that to be "unjustified, politically motivated government surveillance". The 90-day warrant was renewed at least once.[48]

In February 2017, Carter Page[image: External link] stated that he had "no meetings" with Russian officials during 2016 but two days later said that he "did not deny" meeting with Russian ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link] during the 2016 Republican National Convention in Cleveland. Page's reversal occurred after the news reports that revealed that Attorney General Jeff Sessions had likewise met with Kislyak. In March 2017, Page was called on by the Senate Intelligence Committee investigating links between the Trump campaign and Russian government.[52][53] On March 9, 2017, Hope Hicks, a Trump spokesperson, distanced the campaign from Page, stating that Page was an "'informal foreign policy adviser'" who did "'not speak for Mr. Trump or the campaign.'"[54]
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Roger J. Stone Jr., a former adviser to Donald Trump and self-proclaimed political “dirty trickster”, admitted in March 2017 that during August 2016, he had been in contact with Guccifer 2.0[image: External link], a hacker persona believed to be a front for Russian intelligence operations who has publicly claimed responsibility for at least one hack of the DNC[image: External link].[55] Stone is suspected of having inside knowledge of these hacks, accurately predicting that it would soon be John Podesta[image: External link]'s "time in the barrel" on Twitter, shortly prior to the Wikileaks release of the Podesta emails[image: External link], a hacking incident now broadly understood to have been a significant contributing factor to Trump[image: External link]'s 2016 election victory against then-expected winner Hillary Clinton.[56] Additionally, Stone has also reportedly stated privately to some Republican colleagues that he has "actually communicated with Julian Assange[image: External link]" on at least one occasion, although Stone and his two Attorneys have since denied this.[57]

Stone is presently under FBI investigation over possible criminal collusion between key figures in the Trump campaign and Russia during the 2016 election.[58][25]
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On May 30, 2017, as the inquiries into alleged Russian meddling in the US election expanded, both the House and Senate congressional panels asked President Donald Trump's personal lawyer who is one of Trump's closest confidants, Michael Cohen[image: External link],[59] to "provide information and testimony" about any communications he had with people connected to the Kremlin.[60][59]

On May 31, 2017, the House Intelligence Committee served Cohen with subpoenas for testimony, and production of personal documents and business records.[61][62]
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On April 3, 2017, The Washington Post reported that around January 11, nine days before Donald Trump's inauguration, Erik Prince[image: External link], the founder of the Blackwater[image: External link] security company, secretly met with an unidentified Russian, who is close to Vladimir Putin, in the Seychelles[image: External link]. The Trump administration said that it was "not aware of any meetings" and said that Prince was not involved in the Trump campaign. According to U.S., European, and Arab officials, the meeting was arranged by the United Arab Emirates[image: External link] (UAE) and the purpose apparently was to establish a back-channel link between Trump and Putin. The UAE and Trump's associates reportedly tried to convince Russia to limit its support to Iran, including in Syria. He appears to have close ties to Trump's chief strategist Stephen Bannon[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]. The Seychelles meeting took place after previous meetings in New York between Trump's associates and officials from Russia and the Emirates, when any official contacts between Trump administration and Russian agents were coming under close scrutiny from the press and the U.S. intelligence community. U.S. officials said that the FBI is investigating the Seychelles meeting. The FBI, however, refused to comment.[63]

Two intelligence officials confirmed to NBC News that the Seychelles meeting took place. One of them corroborated The Washington Post's account, but said that it is not clear whether the initiative to arrange a meeting came from the UAE or Trump's associates and that no Trump transition people were directly involved. A second official said that the meeting was about "Middle East policy, to cover Yemen, Syria, Iraq and Iran", not Russia.[64]

Prince's spokesperson said, "Erik had no role on the transition team, this is a complete fabrication. The meeting had nothing to do with President Trump. Why is the so called under resourced intelligence community, messing around with surveillance of American citizens when they should be hunting terrorists?". A senior Trump administration official called the story of a Trump-Putin back-channel "ridiculous."[65]
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On June 1, 2017, The Guardian reported that Nigel Farage[image: External link], former leader of the United Kingdom Independence Party[image: External link] and one the first foreign political figures to meet Trump following the election, was a person of interest in the FBI investigation, which Farage denied. Farage has previously met the Russian ambassador to the United Kingdom[image: External link] Alexander Yakovenko[image: External link], Roger Stone and Julian Assange, and The Guardian's source was quoted saying "If you triangulate Russia, WikiLeaks, Assange and Trump associates the person who comes up with the most hits is Nigel Farage".[66]
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Main article: Donald Trump–Russia dossier


On October 31, 2016, a week before the election, David Corn[image: External link] of Mother Jones magazine, reported that an unnamed former intelligence officer had produced a report (later referred to as a dossier) based on Russian sources and had turned it over to the FBI.[67] The officer, who was familiar to the FBI and was known for the quality of his past work, was later identified as Christopher Steele[image: External link]. The FBI found Steele and his information credible enough that it considered paying Steele to continue collecting information but the release of the document to the public stopped discussions between Steele and the FBI.[68] Corn said the main points in the unverified report were that Moscow had tried to cultivate Donald Trump for years; that it possessed compromising or potentially embarrassing material about him that could possibly be used to blackmail him; and that there had been a flow of information between the Trump campaign and the Kremlin,[69] which involved multiple in-person meetings between Russian government officials and individuals working for Trump.[70][71] The dossier also claimed that the Kremlin's goal had been to "encourage splits and divisions in the Western alliance".[67]

On January 10, 2017, CNN reported that classified documents presented to Obama and Trump the previous week included allegations that Russian operatives possess "compromising personal and financial information" about Trump. CNN stated that it would not publish specific details on the memos because they had not yet "independently corroborated the specific allegations".[72] Following CNN's report, BuzzFeed[image: External link] then published a 35-page dossier that it said was the basis of the briefing.[73] It included unverified claims that Russian operatives had worked with the Trump campaign to help him get elected. It also alleged that Russia had collected "embarrassing material" involving Trump that could be used to blackmail[image: External link] him.[74] Trump denounced the unverified claims as false, saying that it was "disgraceful" for U.S. intelligence agencies to report them.[75][76]

On March 30, 2017, Paul Wood[image: External link] of BBC News[image: External link] revealed that the FBI was using the dossier as a roadmap for its investigation.[77] On April 18, 2017, CNN reported that corroborated information from the dossier had been used as part of the basis for getting the FISA warrant to monitor former Trump foreign policy advisor Carter Page[image: External link] during the summer of 2016.[78]
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	Timeline of events related to Russian interference in the 2016 US presidential election[image: External link]

	Foreign electoral intervention[image: External link]

	Russian espionage in the United States[image: External link]
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Location within Manhattan





	General information



	Status
	Complete



	Type
	Retail, office, and residential



	Location
	721 Fifth Avenue

New York City[image: External link], NY 10022

United States



	Coordinates[image: External link]
	
40.7625°N 73.9738°W[image: External link] Coordinates[image: External link]: 40.7625°N 73.9738°W[image: External link]




	Construction started
	1979



	Completed
	1983



	Opening
	November 30, 1983; 33 years ago




	Owner
	
Donald Trump, The Trump Organization



	Management
	The Trump Organization



	Height



	Architectural
	664 ft (202 m)[1]




	Technical details



	Floor count
	58 actual stories; top story is numbered 68[2]




	Design and construction



	Architect
	
Der Scutt; Poor, Swanke, Hayden & Connell[image: External link]




	Developer
	Donald Trump



	Structural engineer
	Irwin Cantor[image: External link]




Trump Tower is a 58-story, 664-foot-high (202 m) mixed-use skyscraper[image: External link] located at 721–725 Fifth Avenue[image: External link] between 56th[image: External link] and 57th Streets[image: External link] in Midtown Manhattan, New York City[image: External link]. Trump Tower serves as the headquarters[image: External link] for The Trump Organization. Additionally, it houses the penthouse condominium residences of the building's namesake and developer, U.S. President Donald Trump, who was a businessman and real estate developer at the time the tower was developed. Several members of the Trump family also reside in the building. The tower stands upon a plot where the flagship store[image: External link] of department-store chain Bonwit Teller was formerly located.

Designed by Der Scutt of Poor, Swanke, Hayden & Connell[image: External link] and developed by Trump and the Equitable Life Assurance Company (renamed the AXA Equitable Life Insurance Company[image: External link] in 2004), the building broke ground in 1979. Despite being located in one of Midtown Manhattan's special zoning districts, the tower was approved because it was built as a mixed-use development[image: External link]. Trump was able to add additional stories to the tower due to his construction of the atrium on the ground floor. There were controversies during construction, including the destruction of historically important sculptures from the Bonwit Teller store; Trump's alleged underpaying of contractors; and a lawsuit that Trump filed over the fact that the tower was not tax-exempt.

The atrium[image: External link], apartments, offices, and stores opened on a staggered schedule from February to November 1983. At first, there were few tenants willing to move into the commercial and retail spaces. On the other hand, the residential units were sold out within months of opening. Since 2016, the tower has seen a large surge in visitation due to Trump's 2016 presidential campaign and subsequent election[image: External link], as both his 2016 and 2020 campaigns are headquartered in the tower.
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 History
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 Construction




Designed by Der Scutt, Trump Tower was constructed on the site of the former Bonwit Teller flagship store[image: External link], an architecturally renowned building that was built in 1929.[3] The building was purchased by Trump in 1979,[4][5] with the intention of building the city's "first super-luxury high-rise[image: External link]".[5] The Trump Organization demolished the store at Fifth Avenue and 56th Street and erected Trump Tower there.[3] HRH Construction was the contractor on the building.[6] Barbara Res, who had worked on some of Trump's other projects[7] and then worked as a consultant for Trump until 1996,[8] was the construction executive.[6][8] At the time, Res was the first woman who had been assigned to oversee a major New York City construction site.[7][8]

The building is located in a special zoning district that spans Fifth Avenue between 38th and 58th Streets.[9] Ordinarily, a building of that height could not have been built on the small site. However, the building was approved partially because it was mixed-use, with retail, office, and residential units.[9] The Trump Organization also constructed a through-block arcade[image: External link], connecting to IBM[image: External link]'s 590 Madison Avenue[image: External link] tower to the east, and purchased the air rights[image: External link] from the Tiffany's[image: External link] flagship store next door for $5 million.[9][10] The tower's five-story atrium[image: External link], which was designed as a "public space" under the city codes at the time, enabled the Trump Organization to build a taller tower, though the plans also stipulated that a landscaped terrace[image: External link] be built.[9] In particular, Trump built an atrium of 15,000 square feet (1,400 m2) in exchange for building 20 extra stories to his tower.[10] At the time, the building was the only skyscraper on Fifth Avenue with its own retail space.[9]

As originally planned, the tower would have 60 stories consisting of 13 office floors, 40 condominium floors, and 2 floors for mechanical uses, but this was later amended.[9] However, in the final plan, there were 26 office floors on the building's base, then another 39 condominium floors containing 270 condominiums on levels 30–68.[11] Originally, it was estimated that it would take $100 million to construct the tower.[9] When the tower eventually opened, it had 58 stories,[2] with the top story marked as "68" because, according to Trump, the five-story-tall public atrium occupies the height of 10 ordinary stories.[6][12] However, several Bloomberg L.P.[image: External link] writers determined that Trump's calculations did not account for the fact that the ceiling heights in Trump Tower were much taller than in comparable buildings. As a result of this miscalculation, the tower does not have any floors numbered 6–13.[13]
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In 1979, before construction had even begun, there was opposition to the construction of Trump Tower and other buildings in the area. The New York Committee for a Balanced Building Boom was concerned about the planned rezoning[image: External link] of the area that would arise due to the construction of high-rise towers along Fifth Avenue between 40th and 57th Streets.[14]

Trump had originally promised that the Bonwit Teller building's Art Deco exterior limestone bas-relief sculptures of semi-nude goddesses, as well as the massive ornate 15-by-25 foot grille above the store's entrance, would be removed and be donated to the Metropolitan Museum of Art[image: External link].[3][15][16] The museum appraised the sculptures at over $200,000.[17] However, the sculptures ended up being destroyed because, according to Trump, there were general hazard concerns, expense, and a possible 10-day construction delay due to the difficulty of removing them.[3][15] The Met's curator, Penelope Hunter-Stiebel[image: External link], caught a cab to the building site and attempted to pay the workmen for the sculptures, but was rebuffed.[18] The building's decorative grille, supposedly transported to a New Jersey warehouse, was never recovered.[15] Instead the sculptures and grilles were scrapped, and several days later, Trump stated that he had ordered the destruction himself.[16] Later in 1980, he boasted that the decor of his Grand Hyatt New York included "real art, not like the junk I destroyed at Bonwit Teller".[19] The New York Times condemned Trump's actions as "esthetic vandalism",[20] and a spokesman for Mayor Ed Koch[image: External link] said Trump had failed his "moral responsibility to consider the interests of the people of the city".[16] Scutt was outraged by the destruction, having initially hoped to incorporate the goddess sculptures into the new building's lobby design; Trump had rejected the plan, preferring something "more contemporary".[15] Robert Miller[image: External link], the gallery owner who had appraised the pieces, lamented that such things would "never be made again", and Peter M. Warner, a researcher who worked across the street, called the destruction "regrettable".[21]

During the tower's construction, there were several other controversies related to the construction process. In one case, Trump sued a contractor for "total incompetence".[22] He was also involved in a disagreement with Mayor Koch about whether the tower should get a tax exemption.[22][23] In 1985, Trump was one of the plaintiffs in a lawsuit against the New York State Court of Appeals[image: External link] concerning the payment of a 10% state tax in the event that a real estate property is transacted for $1 million or more. The exemption was worth between $15 million and $20 million.[24] The tax on Trump Tower was upheld in a 4 to 1 decision.[25]

In 1983, a class-action lawsuit was filed against the Trump Organization, concerning unpaid labor union pension and medical obligations.[26] Trump testified in 1990 that he was unaware that 200 undocumented Polish immigrants, some of whom lived at the site during a 1980 transit strike[image: External link] and worked round-the-clock shifts, were involved in the destruction of the Bonwit Teller building and the Trump Tower project.[27] Trump said that he rarely visited the demolition site[27] and never noticed the laborers, who were known as the "Polish Brigade" and who were visually distinct for their lack of hard hats.[28] A labor consultant and FBI informant testified that Trump was aware of the illegal workers' status.[27] In testimony, Trump stated that he and an executive used the pseudonym "John Baron[image: External link]" in some of his business dealings,[27] although Trump said that he did not do so until years after Trump Tower was constructed.[28] A labor lawyer testified that he was threatened over the phone with a $100 million lawsuit[image: External link] by a John Baron who supposedly worked for the Trump Organization. Donald Trump later told a reporter, "Lots of people use pen names. Ernest Hemingway[image: External link] used one."[28] The case went through several appeals and non-jury trials, and was at one point compared by a presiding judge to Jarndyce and Jarndyce[image: External link], the seemingly unending case that forms the backbone of Charles Dickens[image: External link]' Bleak House[image: External link].[26] The lawsuit was ultimately settled in 1999, with its records sealed.[28]

Trump was granted permission by the City of New York to build the top 20 stories of the building in exchange for operating the atrium[image: External link] as a city-administered privately owned public space[image: External link]. In the lobby of the building are two Trump merchandise kiosks (one of which replaced a long public bench) operating out of compliance with city regulations. The city issued a notice of violation in July 2015, demanding the bench be put back in place. Although the Trump Organization initially said that the violation was without merit,[29] a lawyer speaking for Trump's organization stated in January 2016 that the kiosks would be removed in two to four weeks, prior to an expected court ruling.[30]

In 2015, journalist David Cay Johnston[image: External link] questioned the particular use of concrete and suggested there was a connection with organized crime[image: External link].[31] Johnston stated that a 1992 book by journalist Wayne Barrett[image: External link] had also come to similar conclusions: "Trump didn't just do business with mobbed-up concrete companies: he also probably met personally with [Anthony] Salerno[image: External link] at the townhouse of notorious New York fixer Roy Cohn ... at a time when other developers in New York were pleading with the FBI to free them of mob control of the concrete business."[32] Barrett himself questioned some of Trump's business dealings in a Daily Beast[image: External link] article in 2011, and that concrete was one of "several dozen" suspected mob connections that Trump had.[33]
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 Opening and occupancy




The first tenants included Asprey[image: External link][34] and Ludwig Beck,[35] who moved into the building before its planned opening in early 1983.[36]:196–197 The grand opening of the atrium and stores was held on February 14, 1983, with the apartments and offices following shortly thereafter. The forty ground floor stores in the tower were opened for business on November 30, 1983.[6] Despite the destruction of the Bonwit Teller store's building, the flagship store itself was able to keep operating at the site, having signed a lease[image: External link] for 80,000 square feet (7,400 m2) within the lower-levels shopping area.[14] In addition, a wide variety of high-end outfits opened stores in the tower, including Buccellati[image: External link], Charles Jourdan[image: External link] brands, Mondi[image: External link], and Fila[image: External link].[36]:197 Trump said in 1985 that there were more than 100 stores who wanted to move into a space in the tower.[24]

By 1986, between 15% and 20% of the tower's original stores had closed down or moved to another location. The commercial rents were the highest of any building along Fifth Avenue at the time, with retail space in the atrium costing $450 per square foot ($4,800/m2) per year.[37] The flagship Bonwit Teller store remained as one of Trump Tower's retail offerings until 1990, when Bonwit Teller's parent company declared bankruptcy and closed the Trump Tower location.[4]

The residential units were more successful, and 95% of the 263 condominiums were sold in the first four months after it opened, despite their high prices—the cost of condominiums at the tower started at $600,000 and ranged up to $12 million,[12] with the penthouse being sold for $15 million in 1985.[38] The tower attracted many rich and famous residents,[24] including Johnny Carson[image: External link], David Merrick[image: External link], Sophia Loren[image: External link], and Steven Spielberg[image: External link].[36]:197 In total, Trump received $300 million from the sale of the condominiums, which more than offset the $200 million cost of construction.[36]:197 The tower was seen as "something of a New York landmark" as early as 1985.[24]

In 2006, Forbes magazine valued the 300,000 square feet (28,000 m2) of office spaces at up to $318 million; the tower itself was valued at $288 million, since the Trump Organization had a $30 million mortgage[image: External link] on the property.[39] As of 2013, that mortgage had risen to $100 million.[40] The valuation of the building rose from $490 million in 2014 to $600 million in 2015 due to increased rent payments by anchor store Gucci. This revaluation made the tower the single most expensive property within Trump's ownership.[13] The next year, however, the tower's value dropped sharply from $630 million to $471 million, losing $159 million of valuation due to a 20% reduction in the tower's operating income and a further 8% decline in the overall value of real estate in Manhattan. Due to a $100 million debt incurred on Trump Tower, Forbes magazine calculated the tower's net worth at $371 million, excluding the Trumps' 3-story penthouse,[41] which has a net floor area of 10,996 square feet (1,021.6 m2).[42]

In March 2017, after Trump was elected president, he wrote several posts[image: External link] on Twitter[43] claiming that former President Barack Obama had wiretapped[image: External link] phones in the tower toward the end of the 2016 campaign.[44] An Obama spokesperson refuted the claims,[45] and during a subsequent conference with the House of Representatives[image: External link]' Intelligence Committee[image: External link] that discussed the issue, FBI Director James Comey informed the committee that there was no evidence of wiretapping in the tower.[46]
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 Security issues




On August 9, 2016, a man posted a YouTube video that subsequently went viral[image: External link], in which he said that he was an independent researcher wishing to speak to Donald Trump.[47][48] The next day, a man, suspected to be the same man who had posted the YouTube video, climbed the outside of Trump Tower from the 5th to the 21st floors.[49] The man was aid climbing[image: External link] using industrial suction cups[image: External link].[48][49][50][51] During the incident, the police attempted to "safely isolate" the climber, breaking and removing windows to try to capture him.[52] After climbing for 2 hours and 45 minutes, he was apprehended by the NYPD Emergency Service Units (ESU)[image: External link] at the 21st floor of the tower.[49][51][52] The man identified himself as Stephen Rogata, a 20-year-old Virginia[image: External link] resident.[50][51][53] Rogata was arrested for endangerment and criminal trespassing and taken to Bellevue Hospital for psychiatric evaluation.[49][50][51]

Serious issues concerning safety and security in the building arose after Donald Trump was declared 45th President-elect of the United States[image: External link] on November 8, 2016.[54] Trump Tower had served as a rallying point for the protests against Donald Trump in the days after the election's results were announced, thus requiring extra deployments of security officials.[55][56] The Federal Aviation Administration[image: External link] imposed a no-fly zone[image: External link] over Trump Tower until January 20, 2017,[57] and the NYPD stated that it was projected to spend $35 million to provide security to the tower, of which $7 million would be repaid by Congress.[58] The NYPD later revised its estimate to $24 million.[59] Street closures were imposed along the east side of Fifth Avenue and on the north side of 56th Street, with NYPD officers stopping and questioning pedestrians on these sidewalks as to their destinations. Customers to the Gucci[image: External link] and Tiffany's[image: External link] stores in Trump Tower's lobby were allowed to proceed, while other pedestrians were redirected to the opposite side of the street.[60] The press nicknamed the now-heavily secured building White House North.[61] As a result of the heavy security, businesses around the tower had seen decreased patronage due to less foot traffic around the heavily secured area.[62]

Even so, despite the heavy security after the 2016 election, there have been some detentions and arrests that have been related to the increased security at the tower. On December 6, a woman managed to bypass security and go to the 24th floor—two floors below Donald Trump's office—before being stopped by Secret Service[image: External link] officers.[63] A week later on December 13, a Baruch College[image: External link] student who was arrested at Trump Tower was found to have multiple weapons, including knives, a garrote[image: External link], and firecrackers[image: External link].[64][65] The next day, another man reportedly got angry after he wanted to meet Donald Trump at the tower, and after throwing a wine glass onto the floor of the tower's lobby, was subsequently detained by the NYPD.[66][67]
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 Architecture




The 58-story[2] Trump Tower is 664 feet (202 m) high making it the 64th tallest building in New York City[image: External link].[1][68][69] The tower, designed by Der Scutt of Poor, Swanke, Hayden & Connell[image: External link], is a reinforced concrete shear wall[image: External link] core structure and, at the time of its completion, was the tallest structure of its type in the city.[70] The 28-sided structure, with a stepped facade, was intended to give the tower more window exposure.[9] A concrete hat-truss at the top of the building, similar to one used in the Trump World Tower,[71] ties exterior columns with the concrete core. This hat-truss increases the effective dimensions of the core to that of the building which allows the building to resist the overturning of lateral forces such as those caused by wind[image: External link], minor earthquakes[image: External link], and other impacts perpendicular to the building's height.[70]

The tower's public spaces are clad in Breccia Pernice, a pink white-veined marble.[72] Four gold-painted elevators transport visitors from the lobby to higher floors; a dedicated elevator leads directly to the penthouse where the Trump family lives.[72] Mirrors and brass are used throughout the well furnished apartments and the kitchens are outfitted with "standard suburban" cabinets.[7] This includes the office lobby, located off Fifth Avenue,[73] and the five-level atrium, which features a 60-foot-high (18 m) internal waterfall[image: External link] alongside the eastern wall spanned by a suspended walkway atop,[73][74] shops, cafés, and a pedestrian bridge that crosses over the waterfall's pool.[5][74] The atrium is bedecked in marble, which has been described as "rosy and yellow", and is crowned with a skylight.[74] The atrium was originally supposed to be furnished with multiple 40-foot (12 m), 3,000-pound (1,400 kg) trees, which were transported at a cost of $75,000, but Trump, who supposedly did not like how the trees looked, personally cut them down after impatiently waiting for contractors to painstakingly remove them via a tunnel.[24][23] Many of the apartments are furnished,[72] but some of the upper-floor commercial spaces come unfurnished.[75]

The tower has two outdoor terraces as part of Trump's agreement with the city during construction. There is a terrace on the fifth floor on the northern (57th Street) side of the building, with a smaller fourth-floor terrace on the southern (56th Street) side.[76][77] The fifth-floor north-side terrace has several trees and a fountain, while the fourth-floor south-side terrace has little more than a few granite benches.[76] There is also a passageway to a glass-roofed privately operated public space at 590 Madison Avenue.[77] The building's main entrance is on Fifth Avenue, with a side entrance on 56th Street for "private use".[5] Above the main entrance is a logo with 34-inch-high (86 cm) brass capital letters in a Stymie Extra Bold font,[78] which read "TRUMP TOWER".[24] The tower is well-served by public transportation, being about 600 feet (180 m) from three New York City Subway[image: External link] stations: Fifth Avenue/53rd Street[image: External link], Fifth Avenue–59th Street[image: External link], and 57th Street–Sixth Avenue[image: External link].[79]

Retail outlets include Gucci's flagship store[image: External link] at ground floor retail.[60] A Tiffany & Co. store is located next door[60][80] in its own Art Deco building at 1 East 57th Street.[81] There are also stores selling Trump merchandise that are located in the atrium. During Trump's 2016 presidential campaign, the stores sold campaign memorabilia such as hats, with the proceeds going toward funding his campaign.[72] In 2017, the city ordered the removal of two unauthorized kiosks in Trump Tower that were selling Trump's merchandise.[82]






Since the launch of Trump's presidential campaign in 2015, the number of visits to the tower had risen drastically, with many of the visitors being supporters of Trump's candidacy.[72] The tower gained popularity among New York City tourists in 2016, especially after Trump was elected as U.S. president.[83]

In a 1982 review of the building, a New York Times reporter contrasted the "reflective" Trump Tower with the nearby postmodern[image: External link] 550 Madison Avenue[image: External link] building then occupied by AT&T[image: External link].[84] Although another writer described the tower as "preposterously lavish" and "showy, even pretentious", the atrium's design was well received, with one commenter saying that it was New York City's "most pleasant interior public space" to be built in recent history.[74] Before the atrium opened, Ada Louise Huxtable[image: External link], an architectural critic for the New York Times, stated that the building was a "dramatically handsome structure,"[24] but reversed stance upon the opening of the atrium, saying that the tower was really "monumentally undistinguished one" and commenting that her earlier comments were taken out of context.[85] Huxtable also called the atrium a "pink-marble maelstrom" and publicly requested in one of her editorials that Trump remove one of her quotes from his building's lobby.[85] In 2010 the AIA Guide to New York City[image: External link] described Trump Tower as a "fantasyland for the affluent shopper" hidden by "folded glass."[86]
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The NBC television show The Apprentice was filmed in Trump Tower, on the fifth floor. The set of The Apprentice included the famous boardroom[image: External link] where at least one person was fired at the end of each episode, which was prominently featured in the television show, incorporates a fully functional television studio set inside Trump Tower.[5][87] Donald J. Trump for President, Inc., founded in 2015, is headquartered within part of the space where The Apprentice was filmed; unlike the former boardroom, the headquarters is unfurnished, with some offices containing " only drywall and no door."[75] After Trump's successful election in 2016, he indicated that Donald J. Trump for President, Inc., would remain in Trump Tower to organize his 2020 re-election campaign.[88]
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Donald Trump, 45th President of the United States; his wife Melania; and their son Barron live on the penthouse floors.[72][89] The tower is their main residence,[90][91] among the Trump family's other homes at Mar-a-Lago in Florida; Seven Springs in Bedford, New York[image: External link]; a part of an estate in Charlottesville, Virginia[image: External link].[91] Since January 2017, Donald primarily lives in the White House.[92] Until June 2017, Melania and Barron still lived in Trump Tower.[93] Barron is reported to live on his own floor.[94] Before Donald became president, his offices were located on the 26th floor.[12]

Noted soccer[image: External link] organizations and players have rented space or lived in Trump Tower. CONCACAF[image: External link], the governing body of association football in North & Central America and the Caribbean, occupies the entire 17th floor.[95] Chuck Blazer[image: External link], the former President of CONCACAF, used to live on two apartments on the 49th floor. One of these apartments, a $6,000-per-month suite, was occupied mainly by his cats, while Blazer lived in an adjoining $18,000-per-month apartment.[13][95][96] The apartments and office space were described as part of an "extravagant" lifestyle that ultimately resulted in Blazer being apprehended and becoming an FBI informant in a corruption investigations against association soccer organizations worldwide, including against CONCACAF and FIFA[image: External link].[96] Another noted soccer figure living in Trump Tower is José Maria Marin[image: External link], former President of the Brazilian Football Confederation[image: External link], who is currently under house arrest in his apartment for FIFA-related corruption charges.[13][89] Additionally, Portuguese footballer Cristiano Ronaldo[image: External link] bought an $18.5 million apartment in the tower in August 2015[97][98] and planned to buy another $23 million apartment in 2016.[99]

Other residents include former Trump campaign manager Paul Manafort, who lived in the tower when he was Trump's campaign manager;[89] art dealer Hillel "Helly" Nahmad[image: External link],[89] who bought a second apartment in the tower in July 2010;[100] pharmaceutical entrepreneur Stewart Rahr[image: External link],[13] who has a corporate space on the 24th floor;[101][102] Juan Beckmann Vidal[image: External link], the owner of tequila[image: External link] brand Jose Cuervo[image: External link];[13][89] Prince Mutaib bin Abdulaziz Al Saud[image: External link] of Saudi Arabia, who reportedly lives on an entire floor in the tower;[103] and actor Bruce Willis[image: External link], who bought a $4.26 million apartment in 2007 from one of Trump's opponents.[104] Additionally, Qatar Airways[image: External link], which is owned by the Qatari government[image: External link], has had a corporate campus in the tower since at least 2008,[103] a fact that news media outlets noted when one of Trump's executive orders[image: External link], EO 13769, banned immigration from seven majority-Muslim Middle Eastern countries, but not from Qatar[image: External link].[105][106]

Past tenants include Jean-Claude "Baby Doc" Duvalier[image: External link], the ex-president of Haiti[image: External link] who died in 2014,[107] was discovered to have been living in a $2 million apartment on the 54th floor in 1989, when public records in Haiti showed that Duvalier had forgotten to pay his bills.[108] The singer Michael Jackson[image: External link] rented an apartment on the 63rd floor during the 1990s.[109] The composer Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link], known for musicals such as Cats[image: External link], moved out of his 59th- and 60-floor apartment in 2010 after 17 years of stating his intention to do so.[110][111] Carlos Peralta[image: External link], a billionaire businessman from Mexico,[13] sold an apartment in Trump Tower in 2009 for $13.5 million.[112] In addition, Donald J. Trump for President, Inc.'s headquarters were on the fifth floor.[90][72]

In February 2017, the United States Department of Defense[image: External link] announced that it was looking to lease space in Trump Tower, in order to house "personnel and equipment" dedicated toward protecting President Trump.[113] This followed precedents in which the DOD bought space in other presidents' properties, but the difference in this case was that the DOD's plan would directly profit President Trump's business holdings.[114][115] Later that month, a controversial Indiegogo[image: External link] campaign launched to house refugees in Trump Tower in response to EO 13769, which barred nationals of several majority-Muslim countries from entering the United States before being superseded by EO 13780.[116][117]
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Trump Tower served as the location for Wayne Enterprises in Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link].[118] In a 2012 vlog[image: External link] post, comprising one of the few movie reviews on the Trump Organization's YouTube channel, Trump referred to the movie as "really terrific" and that "most importantly Trump Tower—my building—plays a role."[119] The tower also makes a cameo appearance[image: External link] in The Wolf of Wall Street[image: External link].[120]

Trump Tower, a romance novel[image: External link] by Jeffrey Robinson[image: External link], chronicles the sexual activities of fictional characters living in the tower.[121] News media reported on the novel's existence during the last week of the 2016 presidential campaign[image: External link].[122][123] The novel was never formally published[123] but is registered as having the ISBN 1-59315-735-5[image: External link].[121] For unknown reasons,[123] some versions of the novel are advertised with Trump as the author.[122]

Trump Tower is featured on the cover of the 1997 video game Grand Theft Auto[image: External link] and is depicted in the 2008 sequel Grand Theft Auto IV[image: External link].[124]
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40 Wall Street






For other buildings named for Donald Trump, see Trump Tower (disambiguation)[image: External link].

40 Wall Street, also known as the Trump Building, is a 71-story skyscraper[image: External link] between Nassau Street[image: External link] and William Street[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link]. Erected by The Manhattan Company[image: External link] as its headquarters, the building was originally known as the Bank of Manhattan Trust Building,[4] and also as the Manhattan Company Building,[2] until its founding tenant merged to form the Chase Manhattan Bank[image: External link].[5] The structure was completed in 1930 after 11 months of construction.
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 Architecture




The building was designed by H. Craig Severance[image: External link], along with Yasuo Matsui[image: External link] (associate architect), and Shreve & Lamb[image: External link] (consulting architects). Edward F. Caldwell & Co.[image: External link] designed the lighting. Der Scutt of Der Scutt Architect designed the lobby and entrance renovation.[5] Its pinnacle reaches 927 feet (283 m) and was very briefly the tallest building in the world[image: External link], surpassed by a spire attached to the Chrysler Building[image: External link] a few months later.[6]
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 Competition for "world's tallest building" title




Construction of the Bank of Manhattan Building at 40 Wall Street began in 1928, with a planned height of 840 feet (260 m), making it 135 feet (41 m) taller than the nearby Woolworth Building[image: External link], completed in 1913. More importantly, the plans were designed to be two feet taller than the Chrysler Building[image: External link], which was in an ostensible competition to be the world's tallest building.

To stay ahead in the race, the architects of 40 Wall Street changed their originally announced height of 840 feet (260 m), or 68 stories, to 927 feet (283 m), or 71 stories, making their building, upon completion in May 1930, the tallest in the world. This triumph turned out to be short-lived.

Uptown at 405 Lexington Avenue, the Chrysler Building developers had plans in the works to top 40 Wall Street. By October 1929, tycoon Walter Chrysler[image: External link] used his secret weapon to win the race to the top: a 125-foot (38 m) stainless steel spire was clandestinely assembled in the Chrysler Building's crown and hoisted into place, bringing it to a height of 77 stories, or 1,046 feet (319 m). Once completed on May 28, 1930, the Chrysler Building surpassed 40 Wall Street as the tallest building in the world, fulfilling Chrysler's dream.[7]

Upset by Chrysler’s victory, Shreve & Lamb[image: External link], consulting architects of 40 Wall Street, wrote a newspaper article claiming that their building was the tallest, since it contained the world's highest usable floor. They pointed out that the observation deck in the Bank of Manhattan Building was nearly 100 feet (30 m) above the top floor in the Chrysler Building, whose surpassing spire was strictly ornamental and essentially inaccessible.[8] This became a moot point when the Empire State Building was completed eleven months later in 1931, becoming the world’s tallest building in both of those categories, at 1,250 feet (380 m).[6]
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 1946 plane crash




On the evening of May 20, 1946, a United States Army Air Forces[image: External link] Beechcraft C-45F Expediter[image: External link] airplane crashed into the north side of the building. The twin-engined plane was heading for Newark Airport[image: External link] on a flight originating at Lake Charles Army Air Field[image: External link] in Louisiana[image: External link]. It struck the 58th floor of the building at about 8:10 PM, creating a 20-by-10-foot (6.1 m × 3.0 m) hole in the masonry, and killing all five aboard the plane, including a WAC[image: External link] officer. The fuselage and the wing of the splintered plane fell and caught onto the 12th story ledge.[9]

Fog and low visibility were identified as the main causes of the crash. At the time of the accident, LaGuardia Field[image: External link] reported a heavy fog that reduced the ceiling to 500 feet (150 m), obscuring the view of the ground for the pilot at the building's 58th story level. Parts of the aircraft and pieces of brick and mortar from the building fell into the street below, but there were no reported injuries to any of the estimated 2,000 workers in the building, nor anyone on the street.[10]

This crash at 40 Wall Street was the second of its kind in New York City's history, the first being when an Army B-25[image: External link] bomber struck the 78th floor[image: External link] of the Empire State Building in July 1945. The cause of that crash was also fog and poor visibility.[10]

The 1946 accident was the last time an airplane accidentally struck a skyscraper in New York City until October 11, 2006, when a small plane carrying New York Yankees[image: External link] pitcher Cory Lidle[image: External link] crashed into a 50-story condo building[image: External link] on Manhattan's Upper East Side.[11][12]
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 Decline and revival




In 1982, Joseph J. and Ralph E. Bernstein purchased 40 Wall Street and were later found to be acting on behalf of Ferdinand E. Marcos[image: External link], the President of the Philippines. When Marcos was removed from power and his assets in the United States were frozen, the building was placed in limbo.[13]

In 1995, after years of neglect, 40 Wall Street was purchased by Donald Trump and later renamed The Trump Building.[14] He planned to convert the upper half of it to residential space, leaving the bottom half as commercial space. The cost of converting it to residential space proved to be too high, and it remains 100% commercial space.[15] He tried to sell the building in 2003, expecting offers in excess of $300 million. They did not materialize. In the ninth episode of the fourth season of The Apprentice[image: External link], Trump claimed he only paid $1 million for the building, but that it was actually worth $400 million. This episode aired November 17, 2005. Trump's legal advisor, George H. Ross[image: External link], restated this claim in a 2005 book.[16]

On CNBC's The Billionaire Inside, Trump again claimed he paid $1 million for the building, but stated the value as $600 million, a $200 million increase from two years earlier. The episode aired October 17, 2007, on CNBC. However, it has also been reported that Trump paid $10 million for the building and the building is now worth $1 Billion.[17] According to 2015 Federal Election Commission filings, Trump has an outstanding mortgage on the property in excess of $50 million.[18]

In 1998, the building was designated a landmark by the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission[image: External link]. The tower was the tallest mid-block building in New York City until the completion of One57[image: External link] in 2014.[19]

As of 2009, Country-Wide Insurance Company[image: External link] was the single largest tenant at 40 Wall Street, having made it its home since 1998.[20]
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Trump Parc






Trump Parc and Trump Parc East are two adjoining buildings owned by The Trump Organization on Central Park South[image: External link] on the southwest corner of Sixth Avenue[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link]. Trump Parc East is a 14-story apartment/condominium building and Trump Parc (the former Barbizon Plaza Hotel[image: External link]) is a 38-story condominium building.
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 Trump Parc: Barbizon Plaza Hotel




At 106 Central Park South and built for $10 million, the 38-story, art deco Barbizon Plaza Hotel opened in 1930 with 1,400 ensuite[image: External link] rooms. The property foreclosed in 1933.[1]

At some point, likely around World War II[image: External link], the top of the building was altered to its present form with a stylish design. Carter B. Horsley of The City Review said, "Its only rivals in audacity are the Chrysler Building[image: External link] and the former RCA/GE tower[image: External link]".[2]

Aeolian Company[image: External link] installed a large pipe organ at the hotel in 1930; it was moved a year later to the nearby American Women's Association clubhouse[image: External link].[1]

In 1956, Aldous Huxley[image: External link] extolled the tranquilizer drug Meprobamate[image: External link] (aka Miltown) in a conference at the hotel.[3]

After the combined purchase in 1981, Donald Trump renamed the property to "Trump Parc" and converted it to 340 condominium units around 1988.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Trump Parc East: 100 Central Park South




100 Central Park South is a 14-story building that was built in 1929.

Trump purchased the Barbizon Plaza Hotel and 100 Central Park South in 1981 for $13 million from Banque Lambert[image: External link]. The Barbizon Plaza Hotel was the major asset; 100 Central Park South was a rent controlled[image: External link] building that Trump said "they practically gave it to me". It contained 80 apartments, by 1985 60 were occupied, with about half being rent-controlled and the rest being rent-stabilized. Trump's intention was to replace the two buildings with a new one, which would be "one of the finest pieces of real estate in New York."

In a February 1985 New York Magazine[image: External link] article, "A Different Kind of Donald Trump Story: The Cold War on Central Park South", Tony Schwartz detailed "how a bunch of rent-controlled and rent-stabilized tenants in an old building... have managed to do what city agencies, courts, colleagues, competitors, and the National Football League have been able to do: successfully stand in the way of something Donald Trump wants." Trump could have bought out the rent-controlled tenants; instead, he contracted with Citadel Management, who also handled tenant resettlement and had been accused of harassment in the past. The article goes on to describe how Trump and his organization, attempting to evict the tenants, harassed them through "lapses in building security" and ignored needed repairs.[4]

Trump (as Park South Associates) sued to evict the tenants in 1981, and in 1982 the management company ordered six tenants to comply with rules ignored for 30 years, giving them 10 days to comply. Trump, in newspaper advertisements, also offered to house homeless in the vacated units, which was seen as a threat to the remaining tenants. The tenants raised funds and hired legal counsel, receiving an injunction against the compliance orders in 1984. In 1985 the harassment case was brought to the state's Division of Housing and Community Renewal, with the city mentioning daily harassment, "wrongful acts and omissions", bogus nonpayment notices, and utilities that were turned off, by Trump's agents.[5][6][7] The city lost an injunction against Trump in September 1985, with the State Supreme Court justice stating The danger of irreparable harm to the tenants seems to be minimal now that the challenged activities of the defendants are under the scrutiny of the various departments of the City of New York.[8] The hearings were still open in November 1985, even though Trump had claimed victory.[9]

Trump countersued, citing the RICO act[image: External link], listing charges including extortion and bribery that were committed by the tenants. Judge Whitman Knapp[image: External link] rejected the countersuit, ordering it dismissed with prejudice[image: External link].[5][10] In a 1985 New York Times editorial, Sydney Schanberg[image: External link] called Trump a " slumlord[image: External link]".[7] Trump's attorney on the case responded in an editorial, attacking Schanberg, the tenants' lawyer, the city, and calling it a "political maneuver in a mayoral election year".[11]

Ultimately, in 1986, Trump dropped the eviction suit, allowing the tenants to stay with their rent controls in place and paying their legal fees of over $500,000.[12] Trump stated he wouldn't continue with demollition but would renovate the building to "take advantage of the strong real-estate market now."[13][14]

After a final settlement in 1988, the building was converted to a condominium with 51 rent-regulated tenants remaining. In 2016 some rent-controlled tenants were paying less than $1000 for a one-bedroom apartment along Central Park.[15]

Notable tenants have included Suzanne Blackmer[image: External link], who lived in the building from before Trump's purchase until her death in 2004,[5] Arnold Scaasi[image: External link],[16] and Eric Trump.[15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading





	"Bondholders Buy Big 6th Av. Hotel," The New York Times (July 15, 1933).

	Gray, Christopher. "Streetscapes /Readers' Questions; Echoes of a Union Hall; Artificial Sunlight," The New York Times (June 6, 1999).

	"New 40-Story Hotel On Sixth Av. Opens," The New York Times (May 12, 1930).

	Stern, Robert A.M., Gregory Gilmartin, and Thomas Mellins. New York 1930: Architecture and Urbanism Between the Two World Wars. New York City: Rizzoli International Publications, 1987.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b "Barbizon-Plaza Hotel - New York City"[image: External link]. New York American Guild of Organists[image: External link]. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ Horsley, Carter. "The Midtown Book: Central Park South: Trump Parc: 106 Central Park South"[image: External link]. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ "'BEHAVIOR' DRUGS NOW ENVISIONED; Aldous Huxley Predicts They Will Bring Re-Examining of Ethics and Religion"[image: External link]. The New York Times. 1956-10-19. Retrieved 2009-02-01.


	
^ Schwartz, Tony (February 1985). "A Different Kind of Donald Trump Story: The Cold War on Central Park South"[image: External link]. New York Magazine[image: External link]. pp. 34–40. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ a b c Wishnia, Steven (April 2016). "How Rent-Stabilized Tenants Foiled Donald Trump"[image: External link]. METCouncilOnHousing.org. Metropolitan Council on Housing. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ Suskind, Ron (28 February 1985). "TRUMP EVICTION DISPUTE TAKEN TO STATE HEARING"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ a b Schanberg, Sydney (9 March 1985). "NEW YORK; DOER AND SLUMLORD BOTH"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ "Trial Ruled Necessary In Trump Housing Case"[image: External link]. The New York Times. 8 September 1985. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ James, George (3 November 1985). "TENANTS SEEK MORE HEARINGS ON TRUMP'S EVICTION EFFORTS"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ "Park South Associates v. Fischbein, 626 F. Supp. 1108 (S.D.N.Y. 1986)"[image: External link]. Justia. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ Richenthal, Arthur (10 April 1985). "Suit Against Trump Looks Political"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ Stille, Alexander (16 May 1988). "From the Archives: Trump and his Lawyers: CHAPTER SEVEN: Be Aggressive, But Don’t Overdo It"[image: External link]. law.com. ALM (company)[image: External link]. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ James, George (5 March 1985). "TRUMP DROPS 5-YEAR EFFORT TO EVICT TENANTS"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ "Trump and Residents Settle a 5-Year Dispute"[image: External link]. The New York Times. 21 December 1986. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ a b Mahler, Jonathan (18 April 2016). "Tenants Thwarted Donald Trump’s Central Park Real Estate Ambitions"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved 19 July 2016.


	
^ "Trump was a nightmare landlord in the 1980s"[image: External link]. CNNMoney. 28 March 2016. Retrieved 19 July 2016.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Trump Parc[image: External link]

	Trump Parc East[image: External link]



Coordinates[image: External link]: 40.725656°N 73.991794°W[image: External link]



Categories[image: External link]:

	Buildings and structures in Manhattan[image: External link]

	Donald Trump real estate[image: External link]

	1930 establishments in New York[image: External link]

	Hotel buildings completed in 1930[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 27 May 2017, at 04:56.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Trump Parc: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trump_Parc [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Trump_Parc [image: External link]












Back to main article 

Trump Park Avenue






Trump Park Avenue is a former skyscraper[image: External link] hotel converted to a residential condominium by Donald Trump. It is located on the southern border of Lenox Hill[image: External link] at 502 Park Avenue[image: External link] Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link]. It contains 120 luxury condominium apartments and 8 penthouses. The building is 32 stories[image: External link] high. It was built in 1929 and it was designed by Goldner and Goldner. The building has had many uses over the years. It was originally the Viceroy Hotel but was renamed as the Cromwell Arms and as the Hotel Delmonico. In 1929, it was purchased by New York investor Benjamin Winter, Sr.[image: External link][1]
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Trump SoHo






Trump SoHo is a $450 million, 46-story, 39-unit hotel condominium[image: External link] located at 246 Spring Street[image: External link] at the corner of Varick Street[image: External link] in the Hudson Square[image: External link][3] neighborhood of Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link]. It was announced in 2006[4] and completed in 2008.[1]

The area is zoned for manufacturing, which precludes permanent residences from being built there.[5] The condo-hotel design was approved after negotiations with New York City Mayor[image: External link] Michael Bloomberg[image: External link].[5] As a hotel condominium, 391 dwelling units within the building will be privately owned, but no unit may "be occupied by the same person for more than 29 days in any 36-day period, or for more than 120 days a year."[6] When not occupied by the owner, an empty unit may be rented out as a hotel suite.[5]

The project was a collaboration between Trump, the Bayrock Group[image: External link] and Tamir Sapir[image: External link].[5] The building is being overseen by President of the United States Donald Trump, his children Donald Trump, Jr.[image: External link], and Ivanka Trump, and Sean Yazbeck[image: External link]. The Trumps have not invested their own capital in the project.[5] The Trump SoHo is the last building project constructed by Trump with his name on it, as of August 2016.[7] Design architects[image: External link] for the building are Handel Architects[image: External link], based in New York. The interior designer[image: External link] is David Rockwell[image: External link] of the Rockwell Group[image: External link].

The AIA Guide to New York City[image: External link], 5th edition, calls the building a "banal glass box".[1]
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 Amenities




The developers claim that the 386,000-square-foot (3.59 ha) condo-hotel was designed to contribute to the neighborhood as well as the skyline. On the other hand, many complain that it "sticks out like a sore thumb" and is entirely inappropriate for the area. Along with the private rooms, it is expected there will be public areas, including the Quattro Gastronomia Italiana restaurant, and a public garden, two story guest lobby, Library and Bazaar, the hotel's cocktail lounge.[8] There will also be a business center with conference and meeting rooms.

The hotel will feature an outdoor, seasonal pool deck with a bocci court. Located on the same level will be the 11,000 square feet (1,000 m2) The Spa at Trump, fitness facilities and the seasonal bar Bar d’Eau.

The external walls of each room will be made completely of double sided mirrors, giving its tenants a panoramic view of the Statue of Liberty, Hudson River, and the Manhattan skyline. The rooms are the only New York City hotel furnished by Fendi[image: External link] Casa.[8]

The 46th floor will be home to "SoHi", an event space offering New York skyline views.[8]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




The plans for the building were unveiled on Donald Trump's show, The Apprentice,[9] and chosen by the Season 5 winner, Sean Yazbeck[image: External link], over the Trump International Hotel and Tower project on the June 5, 2006, Apprentice season finale.
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 Construction and setbacks




Excavation and foundation work for the new building began in November 2006,[10] though full city approval for the project was not granted until May 2007.[11] The plan faced strong opposition from the Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation[image: External link]. The preservation group felt that the building was too large and not in keeping with the community's character. They pushed for rezonings of the Far West Village and Hudson Square that would prevent out-of-scale projects such as this.[12]

Construction was temporarily halted in December 2006 after workers discovered human bones.[13] Archaeologists[image: External link] determined that the remains were from 19th-century burial vaults[image: External link] built under the former Spring Street Presbyterian Church,[14] which stood at the site until 1966.[15]

On January 14, 2008, formwork[image: External link] collapsed during a concrete pour, killing one worker. Yuriy Vanchytskyy, an immigrant from Ukraine[image: External link] employed by DiFama Concrete, fell from the 42nd floor and was decapitated; three other workers were injured. The Department of Buildings[image: External link] halted work on the project and the contractor, Bovis Lend Lease[image: External link], was issued four violations. Investigators subsequently determined that the wooden formwork did not meet industry standards.[16][17][18] The stop-work order, which only applied to the building's upper floors, was later lifted on August 22.[19]

The building's financing was troubled: Bank of America[image: External link] dumped the mezzanine loan[image: External link] for far less than its $75 million face value[image: External link] and the lenders who have $350 million in loans had to restructure debt with the developer.[5]
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 Fraud lawsuit




On November 2, 2011, a lawsuit filed by buyers of ten condos in Trump Soho, including French soccer star Olivier Dacourt[image: External link], was settled with plaintiffs recovering 90% of their deposits. The plaintiffs had claimed that they were tricked into buying the condos by "deceptive" sales figures of the developers and that the number of apartments sold at Trump Soho had been "fraudulently misrepresented." The New York Post described plaintiffs' 90% recovery as "staggering."[20]

Before the settlement, The Wall Street Journal reported that the owners of Trump SoHo were offering buyers partial refunds on their deposits if they agreed not to participate in the lawsuit.[21]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b c White, Norval[image: External link]; Willensky, Elliot; Leadon, Fran (2010), AIA Guide to New York City[image: External link] (5th ed.), New York: Oxford University Press[image: External link], ISBN  9780195383867[image: External link] p.187


	
^ Main Investments – Bayrock Group[image: External link], FL Group, archived from the original[image: External link] (– Scholar search[image: External link]) on March 5, 2008, retrieved March 26, 2008


	
^ "Hudson Square, Manhattan, New York City"[image: External link] Google Maps


	
^ Kaysen, Ronda (June 6, 2006), "Trump fires up new plan for Hudson Square hotel"[image: External link], The Villager[image: External link]


	
^ a b c d e f Karmin, Craig (March 29, 2010). "Glitz Masks Woes For Trump SoHo"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal. pp. B1–B2.


	
^ Idov, Michael (March 30, 2008), Trump Soho Is Not an Oxymoron[image: External link], New York Magazine[image: External link], retrieved April 1, 2008


	
^ Eichenwald, Kurt[image: External link] (September 14, 2016). "How the Trump Organization's Foreign Business Ties Could Upend U.S. national security"[image: External link]. Newsweek[image: External link]. Retrieved September 22, 2016.


	
^ a b c "Trump SoHo Fact Sheet"[image: External link] Trump SoHo Hotel website


	
^ "Trump SoHo from The Apprentice"[image: External link] YouTube


	
^ Anderson, Lincoln (November 3, 2006), "City to Trump: Yes to hole, no to building"[image: External link], Downtown Express


	
^ Engquist, Eric (May 8, 2007), "Trump SoHo approved over objections"[image: External link], Crain's New York Business[image: External link]


	
^ Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation (November 17, 2010), Preservation News[image: External link]


	
^ Lombino, David (December 13, 2006), "Trump SoHo Project Is on Hold After Discovery of Human Remains"[image: External link], New York Sun[image: External link]


	
^ Anderson, Lincoln (January 17, 2007), "Tales from the crypt: ‘Trump bones’shed light on abolitionist believers"[image: External link], The Villager[image: External link]


	
^ Staff (November 7, 1966), "Abandoned Church On Spring Street Destroyed by Fire"[image: External link], The New York Times


	
^ Lueck, Thomas J. (January 15, 2008), "Construction Worker Dies in 42-Story Fall in SoHo"[image: External link], The New York Times


	
^ Burke, Kerry; Sandoval, Edgar; Moore, Tina (January 16, 2008), "Substandard construction at Trump Soho led to fatal collapse – city sources"[image: External link], New York Daily News


	
^ Bagli, Charles V.; Rashbaum, William K. (January 16, 2008), "Many Violations for Employer of Worker Who Died in a Fall"[image: External link], The New York Times


	
^ Hedlund, Patrick (September 5, 2008), "Trump back to work"[image: External link], Downtown Express


	
^ Cuozzo, Steve[image: External link] (November 3, 2011), "Occupy Spring St.: Trump SoHo to give 90% refunds on deposits"[image: External link], The New York Post


	
^ Karmin, Craig (November 17, 2010), "Trump Project Refunds Money"[image: External link], The Wall Street Journal, retrieved January 11, 2011







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Trump SoHo Condominium website[image: External link]

	Trump SoHo Hotel website[image: External link]

	Trump Organization[image: External link]

	Emporis.com Page[image: External link]

	
Trump SoHo Virtual Tour[image: External link] on YouTube






Categories[image: External link]:

	Condo hotels in the United States[image: External link]

	Residential condominiums in New York City[image: External link]

	Residential skyscrapers in Manhattan[image: External link]

	SoHo, Manhattan[image: External link]

	Residential buildings completed in 2010[image: External link]

	2010 establishments in New York[image: External link]

	Skyscraper hotels in Manhattan[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 26 March 2017, at 20:19.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Trump SoHo: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trump_SoHo [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Trump_SoHo [image: External link]












Back to main article 

Trump Village






Trump Village is a seven-building apartment complex on Coney Island[image: External link], Brooklyn[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], U.S.[1][2]

History

The apartment complex was built in 1963–1964 by Fred Trump.[1][3] It was designed by architect Morris Lapidus[image: External link].[2]

Its construction cost US$70 million.[4] It was supported by the Federal Housing Administration[image: External link], "through public bonds issued by the state" of New York.[5] Five out of the seven buildings were part of the Mitchell-Lama Housing Program[image: External link] until 2007.[3]

It is the only Trump building complex named for Fred Trump, not Donald Trump.[5]
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Trump World Tower






For other buildings of the same name, see Trump Tower[image: External link].

Trump World Tower is a residential skyscraper at 845 United Nations Plaza (First Avenue[image: External link] between 47th and 48th Streets[image: External link]) in Midtown Manhattan, New York City[image: External link]. Construction began in 1999 and concluded in 2001.
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 History and design




Designed by the architect Costas Kondylis[image: External link], the building is 861 feet (262 m) high and has 72 constructed floors (but lists 90 stories on elevator[image: External link] panels) with curtain wall[image: External link] facades of dark, bronze-tinted glass.[1][2] The resulting large windows allow for extensive views of the East River[image: External link] and Midtown Manhattan. The building is constructed with concrete to improve its wind resistance[image: External link].[3]

In 1961, the 18-story United Engineering Center was built on the site. The Center was demolished to make way for the Trump World Tower. In 1997, Trump and his partners, including the Daewoo Corp.[image: External link], a South Korean conglomerate, signed a deal to purchase the site from the United Engineering Trustees for $52 million.[4] Trump also acquired unused air rights[image: External link] from at least seven adjacent low-rise properties,[5] specifically two brownstones, the Catholic[image: External link] Holy Family Church and the Japan Society[image: External link].[4][6] Demolition began in October 1998.[6]

Prior to construction, many neighbors, including veteran journalist Walter Cronkite[image: External link], opposed the building due to its height and lack of distinguishing exterior features; among the concerns was that this tower would dwarf the United Nations Headquarters[image: External link] across the street.[7] East Side neighbors who opposed the project raised $400,000 in a bid to defeat it, with investment manager and philanthropist Alberto Vilar[image: External link] contributing $100,000.[8] Opponents argued that the project would block views, was aesthetically unappealing, violated zoning laws, and was out of character with the surrounding neighborhood.[8][9] The Municipal Art Society[image: External link] also challenged the project on grounds of air pollution[image: External link].[8] Opponents lost their battle in state court[image: External link].[9]

Trump World Tower was briefly the tallest all-residential tower in the world, prior to the completion of the 21st Century Tower[image: External link] in Dubai[image: External link] (2003) and the Tower Palace 3[image: External link] in Seoul[image: External link] (2004). The tallest of the handful of wholly residential towers completed to date by Donald Trump, it cost approximately US$300 million to construct. Prices have relaxed to between $625,000 for a studio (there are only a handful in the building) to over $28 million. The penthouse on the top two floors of the structure which totaled 20,000 square feet (1,858 m²) was priced at $58 million; however, after failing to sell for years, it was split into four different units. Rentals are currently between $2800 and $3700 for studio units and over $4600 for one-bedroom units (590–890 square feet).[citation needed[image: External link]] It is close to 100 United Nations Plaza Tower ( es[image: External link]).
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 Tenants




New York Yankees[image: External link] star Derek Jeter[image: External link] purchased a 5,425-square-foot condominium for $12.6 million in 2001, and sold it in 2012 for $15.5 million.[10][11] In 2002, Bill Gates, Harrison Ford[image: External link], and Sophia Loren[image: External link] were reported to have owned or rented apartments in the building.[12] Trump sold the 45th floor in June 2001 for $4.5 million to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, which made the apartments part of its Mission to the United Nations in 2008.[13]

Kellyanne Conway used to own a condominium unit at Trump World Tower during the early 2000s.[14]

Socialite Jocelyn Wildenstein[image: External link] owns a 5,160-square-foot, eight bedroom penthouse in the Tower. In 2015 she listed it for $17.5 million, but it did not sell. In February 2017 she relisted it for $13 million.[15]

The World Bar, a two-story bar and cocktail lounge[image: External link], is located in the building.[12][16] It is a popular spot among UN diplomats who work nearby.[16]
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 In popular culture




The building and some of its condominium units have previously been featured on NBC's The Apprentice, which featured Donald Trump. It has also appeared on the NBC syndicated television show Extra[image: External link] Season 13 - Ep. 193.[17] The building also featured heavily in the 2007 film Before the Devil Knows You're Dead[image: External link].[18]

The main character of Don Delillo's 2003 novel Cosmopolis[image: External link] holds residence in the top three floors of a building that, while unnamed, is described as the tallest residential tower in New York and located at First Avenue[image: External link] in Midtown Manhattan.[19]
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 Media events




In 2003, Esquire Magazine[image: External link] held a charity event in the "Esquire Apartment". Besides Trump and his wife Melania, attendees included Uma Thurman[image: External link], Daniela Pestova[image: External link], Taye Diggs[image: External link], and Mark Burnett. Also in 2003, Trump World Tower was the site of the North American "sneak preview" of the Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren[image: External link] supercar[image: External link], during which singer Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link] promoted the new luxury vehicle to American media.
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Central Park Carousel






Coordinates[image: External link]: 40°46′12″N 73°58′31″W[image: External link]

The Central Park Carousel is a vintage carousel located in Central Park in Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], at the southern end of the park, near East 65th Street[image: External link]. It is the fourth carousel on the site where it is located.
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 History




The current carousel is officially the Michael Friedsam Memorial Carousel,.[1] It is the fourth carousel in the park since 1871, all located at the same site,[2][3] and is part of the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission[image: External link]'s Central Park Scenic Landmarks.[2]

The original 1871 Central Park carousel was powered by a mule or horse under the carousel's platform, signaled to start and stop by the operator tapping his foot. Two succeeding rides were destroyed by fires in 1924 and 1950.[3]
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 Carousel




The current carousel, which was restored in 1990,[3] has 57 hand-carved horses – 52 jumpers and 5 standers – and two chariots.[2] It is open seven days a week when weather permits, and serves around 250,000 riders every year.[3] The carousel has a Ruth & Sohn band organ playing waltzes, marches, and polkas.[4] It was installed in the park in 1951 with a new structure surrounding it,[1][2][5][6] it is one of the largest merry-go-rounds in the United States,[3] and was made by Solomon Stein and Harry Goldstein in 1908.[3] It was originally installed in a trolley terminal[image: External link] in Coney Island[image: External link] in Brooklyn[image: External link],[3][7][8][5][6] where it operated until the 1940s.[3][5][6]

In 2010, the City evicted the previous tenant who managed the Carousel and the Trump Organization[image: External link], a prominent New York City conglomerate owned by Donald Trump, stepped in as the new tenant. In return for a lease until 2020, Trump promised to invest $400,000 in renovations over ten years and pay a yearly lease that started at $250,000 and scaled up to $325,000. In statements released as part of the Trump presidential campaign, the Carousel grossed $1.72 million between 2013 and the end of 2015.[9] The Trump Organization has also managed the nearby Wollman Rink on and off since 1987.
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 In popular culture





	The carousel was notably mentioned in J.D. Salinger[image: External link]'s novel The Catcher in the Rye[image: External link] (1951).

	In the TV series How I Met Your Mother[image: External link], the character Robin Scherbatsky[image: External link], when she was a child, buried a locket at the lawn near the carousel, promising to herself that when she grows up, she will move in New York, marry and use the locket as her "Something Old" for her wedding.

	Models of Central Park at Legoland Florida[image: External link] and Legoland California[image: External link] include the carousel.
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Wollman Rink






Wollman Rink is a public ice rink[image: External link] in the southern part of Central Park, Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link]. The rink was opened in 1949 with funds donated by Kate Wollman (1869 – 1955) who donated $600,000 for the rink to commemorate her entire family from Leavenworth, Kansas[image: External link]. Kate's brother was William J. Wollman who operated the W.J. Wollman & Co. stock exchange firm originally in Kansas City and later in New York. After he died in 1937 she helped administer his estate. Historically, the rink has been open for ice skating from October to April and in the summer seasons is transformed into a venue for other purposes.

The rink is on a site that was formerly part of the pond[image: External link] on the southeast corner of Central Park which was drained and filled in.[1]
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 History




For many years the rink was the venue for a series of outdoor summer rock, pop, country and jazz concerts. Then it was known as The Wollman Theater or "The Wollman Skating Rink Theater". In the summer of 1957, WOR-radio personality Jean Shepherd hosted a series of memorable jazz concerts at the Wollman with Billie Holiday, Bud Powell, Lionel Hampton, the Dave Brubeck Quartet, Dizzy Gillespie, Buddy Rich, Dinah Washington and others. The first summer music festival at the rink opened on July 1, 1966 and was sponsored by Rheingold Beer[image: External link]. The Rheingold Central Park Music Festival also took place during the summer of 1967.[2] The next summer, Schaefer Beer[image: External link] took over sponsorship. The first annual Schaefer Music Festival[image: External link] opened on June 27, 1968 and continued each summer through the summer of 1976.[2] The following summer, Dr Pepper[image: External link] became the sponsor, and the first Dr Pepper Music Festival opened on July 6, 1977 and ran annually through the summer of 1980.[2] Led Zeppelin, the original Allman Brothers Band and singers Tammy Wynette, Peggy Lee, Judy Collins and Pete Seeger are some of the greats who played the 5000-seat Wollman during those years.

Wollman Rink no longer hosts concerts, but in the summer it contains the Victorian Gardens Amusement Park.[2]

Wollman Rink has been featured in several movies, including Love Story[image: External link], Home Alone 2: Lost in New York[image: External link] and Serendipity[image: External link].
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 Trump renovations




The rink was closed in 1980 for a proposed two years of renovations at $9.1 million. Six years after the problem-plagued work was still not completed by the city, Donald Trump persuaded Mayor Ed Koch[image: External link] to let him complete the work in four months at $3 million in order to have it open by the end of the year.[3][4] Koch initially objected but later agreed. The city had originally planned to employ the resource-saving – but largely untested  – chemical compound Freon[image: External link] to generate ice, but instead time-proven brine was used. The rink reopened to the public on November 13, 1986.[5][6]
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Trump International Hotel and Tower (Chicago)






The Trump International Hotel and Tower, also known as Trump Tower Chicago and Trump Tower, is a skyscraper condo-hotel[image: External link] in downtown Chicago, Illinois[image: External link]. The building, named after businessman Donald Trump (who would later be elected President of the United States), was designed by architect Adrian Smith[image: External link] of Skidmore, Owings and Merrill[image: External link]. Bovis Lend Lease[image: External link] built the 98-story structure, which reaches a height of 1,388 feet (423.2 m) including its spire, its roof topping out[image: External link] at 1,171 feet (357 m). It is next to the main branch of the Chicago River[image: External link], with a view of the entry to Lake Michigan[image: External link] beyond a series of bridges over the river. The building received publicity when the winner of the first season of The Apprentice[image: External link] reality television show, Bill Rancic[image: External link], chose to manage the construction of the tower over managing a new Trump National Golf Course and resort in Los Angeles[image: External link].

Trump announced in 2001 that the skyscraper would become the tallest building in the world[image: External link], but after the September 11 attacks[image: External link] that same year, he scaled back the building's plans, and its design underwent several revisions. When topped out in 2009, it became the fourth-tallest[image: External link] building in the US. It surpassed the city's John Hancock Center[image: External link] as the building with the highest residence (apartment or condo) in the world, and held this title until the completion of the Burj Khalifa[image: External link].

The design of the building includes, from the ground up, retail space, a parking garage, a hotel and condominiums. The 339-room hotel opened for business with limited accommodations and services on January 30, 2008, then full accommodation and services on April 28. A restaurant on the 16th floor, Sixteen[image: External link], opened in early 2008 to favorable reviews. The building topped out in late 2008 and construction was completed in 2009. As of 2015, the hotel is among three in Chicago with an elite five-star[image: External link] Forbes Travel Guide[image: External link] rating. It hosts a restaurant (named Sixteen[image: External link]) that is one of three five-star Forbes-rated restaurants in the city and a spa that is one of six that is at least a four-star Forbes-rated in the Chicago area in 2015. Sixteen is one of five restaurants in Chicago with at least a Michelin Guide[image: External link] two-star rating in 2016.
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 Location




The tower sits at 401 North Wabash Avenue in the River North Gallery District[image: External link], part of the Near North Side[image: External link] community area[image: External link] of Chicago. The building occupies the site vacated by the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link], one of the city's two major newspapers, and its location within the River North Gallery District places it in a neighborhood that has had a high concentration of art galleries since the 1980s.[8] The site, at the foot of Rush Street[image: External link], is on the north side of the Chicago River[image: External link] just west of the Wrigley Building[image: External link] and the Michigan Avenue Bridge[image: External link], and just east of Marina City[image: External link] and 330 North Wabash[image: External link] The building is close to numerous Chicago landmarks[image: External link]; it borders the Michigan-Wacker District[image: External link], which is a Registered Historic District.[9] Parts of the building are visible throughout the city, and the entire length of the building is visible from boats on the river, as well as from locations to the east along the river, such as the mouth of Lake Michigan[image: External link], the Lake Shore Drive[image: External link] Overpass, and the Columbus Drive[image: External link] Bridge.[10]

The building is across the Chicago River from the Chicago Loop[image: External link], the city's business district[image: External link]. It is a block away from the southern end of the Magnificent Mile[image: External link] portion of Michigan Avenue[image: External link]. The restaurant, Sixteen, has a clear view of the Chicago River's entrance to Lake Michigan and of the four buildings completed in the 1920s that flank the Michigan Avenue Bridge (Wrigley Building, Tribune Tower[image: External link], 333 North Michigan[image: External link], and 360 North Michigan[image: External link]).
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 Design and architecture




The design of the building incorporates three setback features[image: External link] designed to provide visual continuity with the surrounding skyline,[11] each reflecting the height of a nearby building. The first setback, on the east side of the building, aligns with the cornice[image: External link] line of the Wrigley Building to the east; the second, on the west side, aligns with River Plaza[image: External link] to the north and with the Marina City Towers to the west. The third setback, on the east side, relates to 330 North Wabash building (formerly known as IBM Plaza).[12] However, some views distort the alignment of the second setback.a[›] The setbacks and rounded edges of the building combat vortex[image: External link] formation.[13] The body of the building is raised 30 feet (9.1 m) above the main Wabash entrance and 70 feet (21 m) above the Chicago River.[14] The building's Permasteelisa[image: External link] curtain wall[image: External link][15] uses clear low-emissivity[image: External link] coated glass and a curved wing-shaped polished stainless-steel mullion[image: External link] system that projects 9 inches (23 cm) from the glass line. It incorporates a brushed stainless steel spandrel[image: External link] panels and clear anodized aluminum[image: External link].[12]

The building has 2,600,000 square feet (240,000 m2) of floor space, rises to 98 stories, and houses 486 luxury residential condominiums. These include studio apartments, a mixture of suites with one to four bedrooms, and five-bedroom penthouses. The tower also features a luxury hotel condominium with 339 guest rooms.[16] The building includes, from the ground up, retail space, a parking garage, a hotel, and condominiums.[1] The 3rd through 12th floors house lobbies, retail space, and the parking garage; the 14th floor and its mezzanine[image: External link] hosts a health club and spa. The 17th floor through the 27th-floor mezzanine contain hotel condominiums and executive lounges. The 28th through 85th floors have residential condominiums, and the 86th through 89th floors have penthouses.[16] A 1.2-acre (0.49 ha) riverfront park and riverwalk, along a 500-foot (150 m) space in the area adjacent to the building to the east,[16][17] was opened in the first half of 2010.[18] The park facilitates public assembly and entertainment activity while linking the building effectively with river commuters.[19]

In 2011, the riverfront park landscaping surrounding the building, which is referred to as Trump Plaza and Riverwalk or sometimes just Trump Plaza, became the subject of controversy. In 2010, the Plaza had earned special recognition at the Mayor[image: External link] Daley[image: External link]'s Landscape Awards. The press release noted the landscaping "for their magnificent new civic landscape that is a poetic interpretation of native Illinois that seems at once sophisticated and familiar."[20] However, in 2011, the award-winning plantings of small sumac[image: External link] trees, ferns[image: External link] and native grasses with yellow, orange and red hues were removed and replaced with evergreens like junipers[image: External link] and boxwoods[image: External link], pieces of gray stone, and purple perennials ( catmint[image: External link] and salvia[image: External link]), which may require less watering. To add to the controversy, the planting was accompanied by a plan to light the trees to attract nighttime park visitors, in conflict with the "dark skies" movement to reduce light pollution[image: External link] to facilitate better stargazing[image: External link].[21]

The building broke the record for the world's highest residence above ground level, held since 1969 by the nearby John Hancock Center.[22] Because the Trump Tower has both hotel condominiums and residential condominiums, it does not contest the record held by the 88-story 432 Park Avenue[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], which, at 1,396 feet (426 m), is the tallest residential building in the world.[23]
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 Height




The Trump International Hotel and Tower rises 1,362 feet (415.1 m) from the building's main entrance on Wabash Avenue to the tip of the architectural spire.[24] Upon its completion in 2009, the building became the seventh-tallest building in the world[image: External link], behind the 1,380-foot (420.6 m) Jin Mao Tower[image: External link] in Shanghai, People's Republic of China.[25] On November 17, 2009, however, the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat[image: External link] (CTBUH), which composes rankings of the tallest skyscrapers in the world based on various criteria, changed its standard for measuring a building's height.[26] Prior to this change, a building's architectural height was calculated from the main entrance to the tip of the spire; new standards measured from the lowest open-air pedestrian level of a building.[26] As the Trump International Hotel and Tower has a riverwalk entrance and pedestrian level 27 feet (8.2 m) below the building's Wabash Avenue entrance, the skyscraper's official height was recalculated as 1,388 feet (423.2 m) without a physical addition to the structure.[27] According to the CTBUH, the recalculated height also made the tower the sixth-tallest building in the world, surpassing the Jin Mao Tower by 9 feet (2.7 m).[28] In January 2010, the building moved back to its position as seventh-tallest with the opening of the 828-metre (2,717 ft) Burj Khalifa[image: External link] in Dubai[image: External link].[29]
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 Sign




According to Trump, he received approval for a 3,600-square-foot (334.5 m2) sign from Chicago Mayor[image: External link] Richard M. Daley[image: External link]'s administration in 2009, but renegotiated with Mayor Rahm Emanuel[image: External link]'s administration.[30] In October 2013, Trump received approval to erect 20-foot (6.1 m) tall stainless steel letters back-lit with white LED[image: External link] lighting spelling out TRUMP on the 16th floor of the building. He made his impending plans for the sign public in February 2014.[31] According to a city planning department spokesperson, standard protocol for such a sign is to require approval from the local alderman (Brendan Reilly[image: External link], 42nd ward) and the full Chicago City Council[image: External link].[32] The five letters span a width of approximately 141 feet (43 m), making the final approved version approximately 2,800 square feet (260.1 m2)—2,891 square feet (268.6 m2) according to some sources—rather than the originally proposed size.[30][33] The sign is located about 200 feet (61 m) above ground level.[34]

Crews began hanging the sign in May 2014.[35] When Chicago Tribune architecture critic Kamin warned Trump that his review of the sign would be unfavorable, Trump responded "As time passes, it'll be like the Hollywood Sign[image: External link]", but architect Smith distanced himself from the sign saying "Just for the record, I had nothing to do with this sign!".[32] The controversy surrounding the sign drew attention in the national press and international press as it neared completion and the Associated Press ran a story about Mayor Emanuel's disapproval in mid-June.[33][36][37] According to the Mayor's spokeswoman Kelley Quinn, "Mayor Emanuel believes this is an architecturally tasteful building scarred by an architecturally tasteless sign".[38] Kamin has noted that part of the problem is the architectural traditions of the city: "If this sign was in Atlantic City or Las Vegas, nobody would care—but it is in Chicago, and in a part of Chicago full of great buildings from the 1920s to the 1960s and onward".[34] Trump and Reilly both pointed out how unbecoming the prior Chicago Sun-Times building signage was via Twitter.[39][40] As a result of the fiasco, Emanuel initiated a study on how to alter the rules to avert similar signage controversies in the future.[30]
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 Features




According to the "2010 City Guide: Chicago" edition of the Forbes Travel Guide[image: External link], the building hosts one of the seven four-star restaurants in the city and one of the three four-star spas. The hotel is one of two four star hotels. In 2010 Chicago had two five-star hotels and two five-star restaurants.[41] By the time of the Forbes Travel Guide: 2013 City Guide, the hotel and restaurant were each among only three five-star ratings in the city.[42] It retained this ranking in the 2015 Forbes Guide (along with hotels The Peninsula[image: External link] and Four Seasons[image: External link] and with restaurants Alinea[image: External link] and Grace[image: External link]).[43] The spa was among 6 four- or five-star Forbes-rated spas in the Chicago area in 2015.[43]

The restaurant was promoted to two-star rating by the Michelin Guide[image: External link] for 2014 and retained that rating in 2015. It was one of 5 Chicago restaurants to achieve at least a two-star Michelin rating in both years.[44][45] In 2016, it again retained its two-star rating as one of five restaurants in the city with such a rating.[46][47]
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 Hotel




The original plan was to have a partial opening of three of the hotel's floors on December 3, 2007, with a grand opening to follow. The interim ceremony, however, was delayed until January 30, 2008,[48][49][50] while the City of Chicago granted occupancy approval for the staff of the hotel in the first 27 floors.[51] Four floors of guest rooms were opened, comprising 125 of the planned 339 rooms.[52][53][54] By January 30, construction on the exterior of the building had passed the 53rd floor.[52][55] The grand opening of the hotel, including amenities, originally scheduled for March 17, 2008,[52] took place on April 28, 2008.[56][57] Pulitzer-Prize[image: External link]-winning Chicago Tribune architecture critic Blair Kamin[image: External link] faults the zebrawood[image: External link] paneling in the hotel lobby,[58] but another Tribune reporter praises the hotel for its "understated, contemporary look, distinguished by stunning views".[52]
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 Restaurants




On the 16th floor, a restaurant named Sixteen[image: External link] opened in early February 2008,[58] and an outdoor patio terrace, named The Terrace at Trump, opened on June 25, 2009 following the completion of construction.[59] The restaurant opened to favorable reviews for its cuisine, decor, location, architecture, and view.[60] Sixteen, which was designed by Joe Valerio, is described architecturally as a sequence of spaces that do not reveal themselves at once, but rather in "procession".[61] The restaurant's foyer is T-shaped, and a passageway to the hotel is lined with floor-to-ceiling architectural bronze wine racks in opposing red and white wine rooms.[58][62][63] The passageway leads to views—praised by Kamin—that showcase the Wrigley Building clock tower[image: External link] and the Tribune Tower's flying buttresses[image: External link]. Kamin notes that these views are "more intimate" than the panoramic ones of the Signature Room, a restaurant near the top of the Hancock Center.[58] The views are described as equally impressive by day and by night.[63] The main part of the procession is the Tower Room, a dining room with a 30-foot (9.1 m) dome-shaped ceiling made of West African wood. The dome is furnished with Swarovski[image: External link] chandeliers[64][65] and incorporates mirrors so that all diners can experience the view.[61]

The Terrace, which opened on June 25, 2009,[66] has views of the Chicago River and Lake Michigan as well as Navy Pier[image: External link]'s seasonal Wednesday and Saturday evening fireworks, and was designed for outdoor or "al fresco"[image: External link] dining.[67]

Located on the mezzanine level, Rebar—the hotel bar—opened on April 18, 2008.[68]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Spa




The 23,000-square-foot (2,100 m2) spa, named The Spa at Trump,[69] opened in late March 2008.[70] The spa offers gemstone[image: External link]-infused (diamond, ruby, or sapphire) oil massages, hydrating masques, exfoliating salts[image: External link] and the "Deluge shower".[70] The spa features a health club with an indoor pool, eleven treatment rooms, a private couples treatment suite, Swiss shower, and saunas.[69] The Citysearch[image: External link] editorial review described this as the "Bentley of hotel spas".[71] A Chicago Tribune critic spoke of the spa in positive terms for both the treatment and the physical spa itself.[72] The Spa at Trump can be accessed from a large circular staircase inside the hotel, enabling its customers to access the facility from specially designed spa guest rooms without using the elevator.[73]
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 Development
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 Design history




In July 2001, when Donald Trump announced plans for the site of the former seven-story Sun-Times Building, the tower was expected to reach a height of 1,500 feet (457.2 m), which would have made it the world's tallest building. It was expected to contain between 2,400,000 and 3,100,000 square feet (220,000 and 290,000 m2) of floor space[74][75][76] and cost about $77 million just for the property rights.[77] Three architectural firms were considered: Lohan Associates, Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates[image: External link], and Skidmore, Owings and Merrill;[78][79] Trump selected Skidmore, Owings and Merrill in August 2001. Adrian Smith, who had previously designed the Jin Mao Tower[image: External link],[80] headed the SOM team,[10][81] giving Chicago a third skyscraper from the same firm which had previously designed the Willis Tower and the Hancock Center.[1]

After the terrorist acts of September 11, 2001[image: External link], Trump reduced the planned height to 78 stories and 1,073 feet (327.1 m), to reduce the risk of similar attacks.[82][83] Time magazine reported that a meeting between Smith and Trump about erecting the tallest building in Chicago was taking place at the actual time of the attacks.[84] Some international news sources later claimed that the planned tower height was reduced to 900 feet (274.3 m) after the original plans called for a 150-story building that would reach 2,000 feet (609.6 m).[84][85] These claims are supported by computer renderings from 1999 of the proposed skyscraper, shown in the Chicago Tribune in 2005.[86]

The building's 1,073-foot (327.1 m) design was first released in December 2001.[82] However, the first design did not meet with approval from other architects, or from the residents of Chicago.[87] A subsequent revision in July 2002 resulted in an 86-floor design for use as an office and residential structure, similar to the 2006 design which is, however, for a different combination of uses.[88] Smith's 2002 plans put broadcast antennas[image: External link] (multiple communications dishes[image: External link]) at the top of the building.[89] A revised 90-story, 1,125 feet (342.9 m) plan was unveiled in September 2003 for a building including condominiums, office space, a "condominium hotel", retail stores, and restaurants.[90][91] In January 2004, another revision changed floors 17 through 26 from offices into condominiums and hotel rooms.[92] In his May 2004 plan, Smith decided to top the building with an ornamental spire instead of communications dishes. These dishes, according to the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat[image: External link], would not have counted toward the building's height. The spire, however, will count, raising the tower's height to 1,300 feet (396.2 m).[89] At one point in 2005, Trump aspired to build a slightly taller building that would surpass the Sears Tower as the nation's tallest building, but Chicago Mayor[image: External link] Richard M. Daley[image: External link] was against the plan.[93][94] Eventually, Smith settled on a design with a height of 1,362 feet (415.1 m), which was the height of 2 World Trade Center[image: External link], the shorter of the former twin World Trade Center towers.[95] This height makes the Tower the third tallest in the United States after One World Trade Center and the Willis Tower.[96]
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 Initial phases




On October 16, 2004, Donald Trump and Hollinger International[image: External link], the parent company of the Chicago Sun-Times, completed the $73 million sale of the former home of the newspaper a week after it relocated.[97] On October 28, 2004, Trump held a ceremony to begin the demolition of the former Sun-Times Building.[98][99][100] The demolition and construction were financed by a 650-million-dollar loan from Deutsche Bank[image: External link] and a trio of hedge fund[image: External link], one of which George Soros[image: External link] backed.[101]

In March 2005, the construction process began with the sinking of the first caisson[image: External link] for the tower into the bedrock[image: External link].[102] In April, construction began on the foundation[image: External link] below the Chicago River.[1] In July 2005, water from the river began seeping into the building site, through crevices in a corner where the foundation wall meets the Wabash Avenue Bridge[image: External link].[1] Divers discovered that the leak could not be sealed from the water side. After several other failed attempts to correct the problem, they drove a steel plate next to the gap and filled the space between with concrete after digging it out.[1]

Within a single 24-hour period in October 2005, a fleet of 30 concrete trucks made 600 trips to pour 5,000 cubic yards (3,800 m3) of concrete, and thus create a 200-by-66-by-10-foot (61.0 m × 20.1 m × 3.0 m) concrete "mat".[103] The mat serves as the base of the building, from which its spine rises. Those involved with the construction referred to the day as the "Big Pour".[103] James McHugh Construction Co.[image: External link] was contracted for the concrete work on this job. They obtained the concrete from the Chicago Avenue[image: External link] and Halsted Street[image: External link] distribution site of Prairie Material Sales Inc of Bridgeview, Illinois[image: External link], the former largest privately owned ready-mix concrete[image: External link] company in the United States.[103] Prairie used a formula of concrete that had never been used in the construction business to meet a 10,000  psi[image: External link] (69  MPa[image: External link]) specification, which exceeded the standard 7,000 psi (48 MPa) for conventional concrete.[103]
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 Legal issues




In October 2006, controversy erupted over a 10-by-4.5-foot (3.0 by 1.4 m) street kiosk at the foot of the Magnificent Mile in front of the Wrigley Building at 410 North Michigan Avenue that advertised Trump Tower a full block away.[104] Extensive debate and publicity occurred on the issue of whether such advertising should have been allowed. Two distinct pieces of legislation in 2002 and 2003 by the Chicago City Council[image: External link] had authorized the kiosk, but sidewalk billboards were not common in Chicago at the time, and their desirability was questioned. Although there were demands from citizens' organizations and the local Alderman Burton Natarus[image: External link] (who had voted in favor of the legislation) to remove the kiosk, Trump agreed only to remove pricing information from the signage, after a request to remove all advertising from it.[105] Originally, one side displayed the geographical information and the other side functioned as a billboard.[104]

In a separate legal development, Donald Trump was sued by former Chicago Sun-Times publisher F. David Radler[image: External link] and his daughters in February 2008 for rescinding all "friends and family" condominium purchases, including Radler's.[106][107] As president of the Sun-Times' holding company, Radler had negotiated the sale of the paper's headquarters building to Trump's consortium. The price of Radler's condo had been discounted by 10%, and only a 5% deposit was required instead of the standard 15%.[106] Radler and family were part of a group of 40 insiders who were able to purchase property at about $500 per square foot ($5,400/m2). When the market value of the property eventually rose to over $1,300 per square foot ($14,000/m2), Trump nullified the "friends and family" sales.[108] The insiders were involved in the planning and designing of the building.[109] In January 2007, Trump cited both a clause about "matters beyond [the] seller's reasonable control" and the desire to "have more income to handle potentially higher construction costs".[109] Despite Trump's concerns about higher construction costs, earlier in the same month, Ivanka Trump, his daughter and an executive of the company, had stated that the construction was $50 million under budget.[110] In addition to the Radler suit over the validity of the "friends and family" discount contracts, a group of four owners sued over revisions to the closing terms, which placed limits on the owner occupancy of condo hotel units and excluded the meeting rooms and ballrooms from the common elements of which the owners have an interest.[111]

In an additional legal issue, on February 8, 2005, Trump had closed on a construction loan of $640 million from Deutsche Bank[image: External link] for the project.[112] He also obtained a $130–135 million junior mezzanine loan[image: External link] from another syndicate headed by Fortress Investment Group[image: External link].[113][114] As part of these contracts, Trump had included a $40 million personal guarantee.[115] The contracts also mandated partial repayments for each closed unit sale, and minimum sale prices.[113] In September 2008, due to slow unit sales, Trump sought to extend both loans until mid-2009 because he felt that it was necessary in the business environment and expected from the outset of the contract.[116] On November 10, Deutsche Bank demanded the outstanding loan payment and the $40 million guarantee.[115] Trump filed suit later that month against Deutsche Bank in New York State Supreme Court[image: External link] in an effort to excuse a repayment of more than $330 million that had been due November 7, and to extend the construction loan for an unspecified period of time because of extenuating circumstances arising from the financial crisis of 2007–2010[image: External link].[115] Trump cited a "force majeure[image: External link]" clause that allowed the borrower to delay completion of the project under a catch-all section covering "any other event or circumstance not within the reasonable control of the borrower".[113] Trump not only sought an extension, but sought damages of $3 billion from the bank for its use of predatory lending[image: External link] practices to undermine the project and damage his reputation, which he claimed "is associated worldwide with on-time, under-budget, first-class construction projects and first-class luxury hotel operations."[113] At the end of November, Deutsche Bank countersued Trump to force him to uphold his personal payment guarantee from February 2005, after he failed to repay the amount due November 7—a date that already had been extended.[115] The suits did not interfere with Trump's ability to continue drawing on the credit line provided by Deutsche Bank, because without the project's continued financing, Deutsche Bank may have had to assume the role of developer.[115][117] In March 2009, both parties agreed to suspend litigation and resolve the disagreement amicably in an effort to help the project to succeed.[118] In September 2010, an amended loan agreement stopped the litigation and extended the term on an approximately $600 million construction loan for five years.[119]
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Bill Rancic[image: External link], The Apprentice's season one winner in 2004, was originally hired to manage the project for a $250,000 salary.[120][121] Rancic's title was President of the Trump International Hotel and Tower,[120] but the title was somewhat misleading, because he was in fact learning on the job as an "Apprentice".[122] Rancic's contract was renewed after his first year, but in September 2005 it appeared that his employment with Trump would finish at the end of his second year in April 2006.[123] During 2005 Donald Trump, Jr.[image: External link], who had been involved in the building since its earliest stages in 1999, was overseeing the construction with weekly visits, while Rancic worked on sales and marketing.[124] In December 2005, Rancic made it clear that he wanted to continue working for Trump,[125] and in April 2006 his contract was renewed for a third year.[126] In that year Donald Trump's children began to assume prominent public roles as in the Trump Organization[image: External link];[127][128] by January 2007 all three adult Trump children (Ivanka Trump, Donald Trump, Jr., and Eric Trump) were executives in the acquisitions and development division of the organization.[110] By the time the Chicago Trump Tower's hotel opened in the building in January 2008, Donald Trump and his three adult children were in the spotlight, overseeing the construction.[129][130]

Bovis Lend Lease[image: External link], noted for work on Disneyland Paris[image: External link], Petronas Towers[image: External link], and the Time Warner Center[image: External link], was the construction company.[10] James McHugh Construction Co, the concrete subcontractor, implemented a comprehensive formwork[image: External link] for the construction of the building. At the completion of construction the building was the tallest formwork structure in the world,[22] and follows in the footsteps of its neighbor, Marina City[image: External link], as well as Chicago's Two Prudential Plaza[image: External link], as past recordholders.[103] Concrete moulding was used, because using a traditional ironwork structure would have required a building footprint that would have been too big for the property size, proportional to the height of the designed building. A steel frame would have had to be 25 feet (7.6 m) wider to have supported a building of this proportion. Concrete will counteract the force of wind with the force of gravity of the 360,000-short-ton (330,000 t) building.[13] A new chemical process that leveraged more fluid liquid concrete facilitated pumping concrete up several hundred feet to the elevating construction site.[13] Although previous technology limited formwork to 700 feet (213.4 m), this technology permitted the pumping of concrete 1,700 feet (518.2 m) high.[1]

The building is cantilevered[image: External link] into a section of 420 million-year-old limestone[image: External link] bedrock[image: External link] 110 feet (33.5 m) underground. It uses 4-foot (1.2 m)-wide stilt[image: External link]-like pillars that were drilled beneath the building. Every 30 feet (9.1 m) around its perimeter, steel-reinforced concrete was poured into these holes to form the structural support.[13] On top of these caisson[image: External link] shafts and pillars, an 8,400-short-ton (7,600 t) concrete pad foundation[image: External link] was built to support the building's spine.[13] The building has 241 caissons, and the majority of the caissons only descend 75 feet (22.9 m) into hard clay. However, 57 of them go an additional 35 feet (10.7 m) into the ground, including 6 feet (1.8 m) of bedrock.[1] The concrete spine uses five I-beam[image: External link]-shaped walls and exterior columns, narrowing to two as the building rises. Each floor is separated by a concrete slab[image: External link], and stainless steel, glass, and aluminum panels are attached to each floor.[13] 50,000 short tons (45,000 t) of reinforcing steel bars, called rebar[image: External link], support the hotel.[68][131] The extensive use of concrete makes the building more fireproof[image: External link]. Of the $600 million construction budget, $130 million was earmarked for the James McHugh Construction Co, who handled the 180,000-cubic-yard (140,000 m3) concrete-only portion of the job.[103]

Two earlier business decisions by the Chicago Sun-Times led to substantial savings of time and money during the Trump Tower's construction. The original 1950s sea wall[image: External link] was built by the newspaper company to bomb-shelter[image: External link] thickness, to withstand a Cold War[image: External link] attack, and thus did not have to be broken down and rebuilt. Furthermore, the company decided in the 1970s to switch from petroleum-based to soy-based ink, which reduced ground pollution from the printing plant. This considerably reduced the costs and time for cleaning up the site prior to building anew.[1]

On August 16, 2008, construction crews made the last major concrete pour to top off the Trump tower's concrete core, which was commemorated with an unofficial ceremony. To celebrate the milestone, a yellow tower crane raised a bucket full of concrete and an American flag to the rooftop of the skyscraper. Another ceremony occurred on August 19, when construction supervisors, structural engineers and company representatives from McHugh Construction made a minor concrete pour at the top of the Trump tower.[132] Though Donald Trump was absent from both of these ceremonies, he, Donald Jr., Ivanka and Eric Trump attended the topping off party on September 24, 2008. Original plans called for the windows to be completed and the spire erected in October 2008.[133] However, the spire installation was delayed through high winds in December 2008,[134] and was finally completed on January 3, 2009.[135] Kamin's critical opinion is that the spire is not aesthetically complementary.[81]

At the September 2008 topping off ceremony, Donald Trump marketed his hotel by expressing doubts about the Chicago Spire[image: External link] ever being completed due to the financial crisis of 2007–2009.[136][137] However, Donald Jr. said that they were fortunate to complete the project, while the Spire and Waterview Tower[image: External link] were among developments hit by the economic slowdown that followed the financial crisis.[138] Occupancy had begun on lower-floor condominiums at the time of the ceremony.[139]

Residents of the Trump building are zoned to Chicago Public Schools[image: External link],[140] more specifically to Ogden School and Wells Community Academy High School[image: External link].[141][142]
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Trump's hotel was 25% unsold at the time of the 2008 topping off ceremony, and was expected to need the mid-2009 construction loan extension that has caused legal complications.[143] Trump had sold all but 36 of the building's 486 residential condos at the end of 2012, and 15 remained unsold at the end of 2013.[31] By May 15, 2014 only six units remained for sale including three that were used as the sales center and sales models.[144]

Several local celebrities purchased units in the building, including numerous professional athletes. Juwan Howard[image: External link], Rex Grossman[image: External link] (who has put his unit on the market), and Patrick Kane[image: External link] are among the purchasers of Trump properties.[145] Derrick Rose[image: External link] purchased a $2.8 million 3,102-square-foot (288.2 m2) condo in spring 2012.[146] Other prominent purchasers of units included McDonald's[image: External link] Chief Executive and President Don Thompson[image: External link] and WMAQ-TV[image: External link] (NBC 5 Chicago) president and general manager David Doebler.[147][148]

Two units on the 87th and 88th floors sold for prices in excess of $5 million in 2009 directly from the developer. After a few soft years in the real estate market, it took until August 2014, for units to sell for prices in excess of $1000 per square foot. Two units sold for over $3 million that month including a $3.99 million sale, which was the highest sale price in the building since 2009.[149][150] The penthouse sold for $17 million in late 2014 to Sanjay Shah, the founder and CEO of Vistex.[151][152]

In May 2016, a one-bedroom unit with a parking space became the first listed Chicago one-bedroom unit to fetch over $1,100-a-square-foot when Mark and Deborah Hellman moved their interests from a one-bedroom to a two-bedroom unit in the building.[153] Overall, however, real estate observers noticed a slowdown in Trump Tower sales due to the controversial nature of the Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016: prospective buyers who were happy with the actual tower residences were unsure they wanted to be associated with the Trump name.[154]
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Since completing the building, Trump has failed to attract a single tenant to any of the building's retail spaces.[155]
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 Floods in 2014




In February after one round of drink service, three men were denied further service at Sixteen[image: External link] due to their apparent intoxication and as a payback, the three pulled what was intended to be a prank. They set off fire alarms and opened a fifth-floor stairwell Chicago Fire Department[image: External link] standpipe[image: External link] valve and flooded elevator shafts[image: External link] with thousands of gallons of water and damaged woodwork, electrical circuitry and marble. The resulting damage was estimated at $700,000 and the three faced felony criminal damage to property charges.[156]

On June 26, a pipe burst near the west public parking entrance, causing the first floor of the tower to flood.[157]
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After the election of Donald Trump as president in 2016, the building became a rallying point for protesters of the election.[158]
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Fodor's[image: External link] Chicago 2010 ranks the hotel as having one of the best spas and one of the best pools in the city. It also ranked the hotel as a Fodor's Choice among Chicago lodging options.[159] Fodor's also notes that the hotel has impeccable service and lavish amenities, but also notes that the hotel may be a bit "too decadent", with offerings such as $25 bottles of water.[160]

Frommer's[image: External link] Chicago 2010 describes the hotel as having the gorgeous views and upscale amenities to provide a place to go to live the life of a wealthy tourist.[161] The building is praised for its location, which provides as many views along the Chicago River as possible. Its modern architecture is praised for "contemporary synthesis of adjacent building fabrics and modulations" that preserve the city's architectural heritage and integrate the riverfront setting.[14]

BlackBook Magazine[image: External link]'s Guide to Chicago describes the Hotel as an embodiment of poshness which gives the visitor bragging rights upon his/her return home.[162]

Forbes Travel Guide[image: External link] describes the hotel as having an understated upscale lobby, sophisticated lounge, gorgeous restaurant and lavish rooms with amazing views.[163] It also describes the hotel as befitting of the Trump name in several ways.[164]

Time Out[image: External link] describes the building as a "testament to a vibrant 21st-century optimism in Chicago".[165] It notes that the hotel meets all expectations attached to the name Trump in terms of luxury, modern conveniences and speaks highly of the views.[166]

Insight Guides[image: External link] describes the building's architectural swagger[image: External link] as fitting for the post-September 11 attacks[image: External link] skyline.[167] Ten years after the September 11 attacks[image: External link], Kamin described the building as the one that "best reveals how the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks either did or did not change architecture". Kamin clarified his belief:


Simply by virtue of standing there—and by being the tallest American building built since the 1974 completion of Sears (now Willis) Tower—Trump confounds those who predicted after 9/11 that iconic skyscrapers would never be built again. At the same time, Trump's height—originally pegged at more than 2,000 feet but eventually scaled back to 1,362 feet—suggests that the fear spawned by the attacks did have some effect.

— Blair Kamin[image: External link], Chicago Tribune[168]
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The building's planning and redesign led to publicity in local and national media both before and during its construction. For example, on September 19, 2007, the Trump International Hotel and Tower was featured on an episode of the Discovery Channel[image: External link] series Build It Bigger[image: External link] titled "High Risk Tower".[169]

The final confrontation scene between Batman[image: External link] and The Joker[image: External link] in the 2008 film The Dark Knight[image: External link] was shot at the construction site of the then partially completed tower.[170]

When Fox News Channel embarked on its month-long 6-city tour to celebrate its 15th anniversary, Neil Cavuto[image: External link] broadcast the network's 1-hour Your World with Neil Cavuto[image: External link] show from the riverwalk at the Trump International Hotel & Tower on October 3, 2011.[171]

The tower was also one of the key locations filmed in Chicago for the 2011 film Transformers: Dark of the Moon[image: External link].[172][173]
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	List of things named after Donald Trump
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 Notes




^ a: Viewing the building from the east (along the Chicago River[image: External link], e.g.), one sees that the Marina City[image: External link] towers beyond the Trump International Hotel and Tower do not line up with the second setback.
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Trump International Hotel and Tower (Honolulu)






Trump International Hotel Waikiki or Trump Waikiki is a condo-hotel[image: External link] in Honolulu, Hawaii[image: External link]. Trump Waikiki is 350 ft (110 m) tall, 775,000 sq ft (72,000 m2) tower with a total of about 462 units. The building includes The Spa at Trump and dining space, as well as a fitness center, library, lobby bar, cafe, parking and 6th floor ocean view residential & hotel lobby.[2]

In July 2006, demolition of the Royal Islander and Reef Lanai hotels made room for Trump Waikiki. On November 10, 2006, almost three full years before completion, all 462 units were pre-sold in one day for a total of $700 million, or $1.5 million on average. The building opened on November 1, 2009 and by February 2010, 361 of the hotel-condominium's 462 units were still vacant due to "an internal matter with the financing of the building."[3][4]

Relationship with Donald Trump

Although part of the global Trump Hotels, the property is not owned, developed, or contain property sold by Donald Trump, The Trump Organization, or any of their affiliates.[5]
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Trump International Hotel Las Vegas






The Trump International Hotel Las Vegas is a 64-story luxury[image: External link] hotel[image: External link], condominium, and timeshare[image: External link] located on Fashion Show Drive near Las Vegas Boulevard[image: External link], just off the Las Vegas Strip[image: External link] in Paradise[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link], named for real estate developer and the 45th and current President of the United States Donald Trump. It is located across the street from Wynn Las Vegas[image: External link], behind Alon Las Vegas[image: External link] on 3.46 acres (14,000 m2), near the Fashion Show Mall[image: External link], and features both non-residential hotel condominiums and residential condominiums. The exterior glass is infused with gold.[1] The hotel is a member of The Leading Hotels of the World[image: External link].

Tower 1 opened on March 31, 2008, with 1,282 rooms.[2] The hotel features two restaurants: DJT, named after the developer, and a poolside restaurant, H2(eau).[3] Due to the overwhelming seller's response from the first tower, Trump announced that a second, identical tower would be built next to the first tower; the mid-2000s recession put that plan on indefinite hold. It is Las Vegas[image: External link]'s tallest residential building at 640 feet (200 m).[4] In September 2012, the Trump Organization announced that it sold roughly 300 condominium units in Trump International Hotel Las Vegas to Hilton Worldwide's timeshare division, Hilton Grand Vacations[image: External link].[5]
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In April 2002, Phil Ruffin[image: External link] announced that he had partnered with Donald Trump to build Trump Tower Las Vegas, a $300 million 60-story condominium tower with 300 units and the possibility of a casino, to be constructed on Fashion Show Drive, near Ruffin's New Frontier Hotel and Casino[image: External link]. Trump had initially approached Ruffin two years earlier about developing a property on or near the Las Vegas Strip. Construction on Trump Tower Las Vegas was to begin in six to seven months, and was expected to last approximately 18 months.[6] In August 2003, Ruffin said the tower had been decreased to 43 stories and was expected to cost $272 million.[7]

In November 2003, Trump denied that the project had been delayed or that it was suffering from a lack of financing. Trump also said he was considering "something on a larger scale" for the project.[7][8] In July 2004, Ruffin said the project had been delayed up to that point because of other business ventures, including Trump's reality television show, The Apprentice.[9] That month, Trump and Ruffin announced revised plans for Trump International Hotel and Tower, a $300 million condominium-hotel with over 1,000 units.[9] Although Trump held a Nevada gaming license, he chose not to include a casino on the property.[10] Donald Trump's son, Eric Trump, later said, "We have no problem getting a gaming license, but we wanted to do something different here. We wanted a true luxury resort experience. It's hard to have a high-quality product when you walk into 'ding, ding, ding' and there are people walking around in Hawaiian shirts[image: External link] with big plastic drink mugs."[11]

Ruffin appeared in an October 2004 episode of The Apprentice to sign a $300 million deal with Trump regarding the project.[12] The project was referenced again in the show's second-season[image: External link] finale, when winner Kelly Perdew[image: External link] was offered a job at the property.[13] Jack Wishna[image: External link], who introduced Trump to Ruffin, was a minority partner in the project.[2][14] In January 2005, the project was valued at $1 billion.[15] Groundbreaking was initially scheduled for May 2005, with completion expected by the end of 2006.[16] By May 2005, all of the tower's 1,282 condominium units had been reserved by prospective buyers.[17]

Trump and Ruffin held a groundbreaking ceremony for the project on July 12, 2005.[14][18] The Las Vegas Review-Journal[image: External link] wrote that the event was "really a ribbon-cutting[image: External link] and photo opportunity". News programs such as Access Hollywood and Extra[image: External link] provided coverage of the event, which was attended by approximately 300 state and local government representatives, as well as Carolyn Goodman[image: External link], showgirls[image: External link], Steve Wynn[image: External link] and his wife Elaine Wynn[image: External link], and Miss USA 2005[image: External link] winner Chelsea Cooley[image: External link].[14][19]

Condominium units went on sale the same day with the opening of a $3 million temporary sales center at the corner of South Las Vegas Boulevard and Fashion Show Drive, in front of the New Frontier. The building was 8,100 sq ft (750 m2), and featured a 10-foot replica of the tower.[14][16][20] That month, an NBA[image: External link] team was in negotiations to purchase an entire floor of the tower, while Trump was considering an alternate version of The Apprentice that would involve the tower.[21] Construction was expected to begin by the end of that summer, and was expected to last 24 to 30 months.[19]

Construction began in November 2005, when the building's foundation was poured.[22] After the completion of a 36,000-square-foot recreational deck in March 2006, an average of 800 workers constructed one new floor for the tower approximately every six days.[22] The tower was topped out[image: External link] on May 25, 2007.[22] The project was constructed at a cost of $500 million,[23][24] on 3 acres (1.2 ha) of land that was part of the rear parking lot for the New Frontier.[14] The project was designed by Bergman, Walls & Associates[image: External link] and built by Perini Building Company[image: External link].[22]

Trump Hotel Las Vegas opened on March 31, 2008. An opening ceremony was held by Trump and Ruffin on April 11, 2008.[25] By October 2008, only 21 percent of condo unit sales had closed, as potential buyers had trouble securing mortgages.[26] As of 2013, Eric Trump oversees operations at the tower.[11]

On December 4–5, 2015, employees voted to unionize the hotel property.[27] Donald Trump owns a penthouse on the 61st floor.[28]
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 Second tower




By April 2005, a second, identical 64-story tower was being planned,[16] due to popular demand.[14] Sales of the second tower were planned to begin by the end of 2005, with a 35 percent increase in prices from the first tower.[19] In November 2005, the second tower was planned to open sometime in 2009.[29]

In April 2007, the second tower was the subject of an episode of The Apprentice in which the show's candidates were tasked with creating a marketing program for the new tower.[13][30] Condo units for the tower went on sale the next day.[13][22] Trump said the tower would be nearly identical to the first tower, and would also include 1,282 units.[13] Because of rising construction expenses, the second tower was expected to cost $625 million, which would have brought the total cost of Trump International Hotel and Tower to $1.1 billion.[13] This number was later reported to be $1.2 billion in February 2008, at which point the second tower was expected to begin construction at the end of the year.[31]

In April 2008, Trump said he had not decided on a start date for the second tower, choosing to wait until all sales had closed on the first tower's rooms. At that time, reservations were still being accepted for the second tower's units.[32] The second tower was ultimately put on hold because of bad credit markets.[33] In August 2015, Eric Trump spoke of the potential for the second tower: "I think in time it's a very good possibility."[33]
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 DJT restaurant




The DJT restaurant received one Michelin Star[image: External link] in 2008 and 2009.[34][35]
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Trump International Hotel and Tower (New York City)






This article is about the condominiums and hotel on Columbus Circle. For the condominiums and offices on Fifth Avenue, see Trump Tower.

The Trump International Hotel and Tower is a high-rise building, located at 1 Central Park West[image: External link] on Columbus Circle between Broadway[image: External link] and Central Park West, in Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link]. The building is 583 feet (177.6 m) tall.[1] It is owned by the General Electric Pension Trust and features hotel[image: External link] rooms and residential condominiums.[3]
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 History




The building was originally the Gulf and Western[image: External link] Building, designed by Thomas E. Stanley[image: External link] and built in 1969.[3] The tower was designed for office use, and was built in isolation, away from other high-rise buildings. Because of this, the building would slightly sway during strong winds, a minor inconvenience that did not exist for buildings built close to each other.[4]

In 1994, Donald Trump became involved with the building and planned to convert it into a hotel that would include condominium units. Because of zoning laws, only approximately 200 units could be used as condominiums, while the lower portion of the tower – up to the 14th floor – would be used for hotel rooms.[4]

Paramount Communications (previously Gulf and Western) was the tenant of the office building at the time, with its lease set to expire in April 1995, at which point Trump could begin renovations on the building. Trump planned to have trusses[image: External link] and columns installed throughout the building to make the tower rigid and stable, in order to remove the impact of strong winds. The reconstruction process was expected to take two years, at a cost of $230 million.[4] Renovations began on June 21, 1995.[5] In April 1996, Trump said that he would move into the building's penthouse. Trump also said the address of the building, located near Central Park, would be changed from 7 Columbus Circle to 1 Central Park West[image: External link]; Trump International was advertised as having "the most important new address in the world."[6]

Between 1995 and 1997, the building was stripped to its skeleton[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The building's new appearance was designed by Philip Johnson[image: External link] and Costas Kondylis.[7] Although the building stands at 44 stories, Trump had referred to it as being 52 stories. Trump explained that newer apartment buildings commonly had lower ceilings compared to office buildings, and stated that the 583-foot building was approximately as tall as a 60-floor building; the New York Times wrote, "Seen this way, measuring the converted tower at 52 floors was an act of altitudinal restraint."[8] A 30-foot-wide silver globe of the Earth was installed in front of the building during its conversion. The globe was to include the words "Trump International" in lettering that would measure three feet high, although city officials objected to the idea. The globe is a homage to the Unisphere[image: External link], located in Trump's home borough of Queens[image: External link].[9]

The building is used as the setting of the 2011 comedy crime film Tower Heist[image: External link].[10]
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15 Central Park West[image: External link], neighboring building across Broadway to the north.

	
Time Warner Center[image: External link], building located across Columbus Circle.
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Mar-a-Lago






This article is about the house and resort. For Swiss village, see Miralago[image: External link].

Mar-a-Lago (/,ma:r.e.'la:.goU /[image: External link]) is an estate and National Historic Landmark[image: External link] in Palm Beach, Florida, built from 1924 to 1927 by cereal-company heiress and socialite Marjorie Merriweather Post. The 126-room, 110,000-square-foot (10,000 m2)[4] house contains the Mar-a-Lago Club, a members-only club with guest rooms, a spa, and other hotel-style amenities. It is located on the barrier island section of Palm Beach, with the Atlantic Ocean to the east and Florida’s Intracoastal Waterway to the west.[5]

At the time of her death in 1973, Post bequeathed the property to the National Park Service, hoping it could be used for state visits[image: External link] or as a Winter White House[image: External link]. However, due to the costs of maintaining the property exceeding the funds provided by Post, and the difficulty in securing the facility in the flight path of Palm Beach Airport, the property was returned to the Post Foundation by an Act of Congress in 1981.[6]

In 1985, Mar-a-Lago was purchased by businessman Donald Trump[7] and his then-wife Ivana Trump was put in charge of running the property.[8] The Trump family maintains private quarters in a separate, closed-off area of the house and grounds,[9] and since becoming President, Trump has frequently stayed there,[10] referring to it as his "Southern White House[image: External link]". It is the 19th largest mansion[image: External link] in the United States.
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 Etymology




The company identifies the name Mar-a-Lago as Spanish[image: External link] for "Sea-to-Lake."[11]
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Marjorie Merriweather Post, heir to the Post Cereals[image: External link] business, built the house with her husband Edward F. Hutton[image: External link]. She hired Marion Sims Wyeth[image: External link] to design it, and Joseph Urban[image: External link] to create interior design and exterior decorations.[12][13] Upon her death in 1973, Post willed the 17-acre (6.9 ha) estate to the United States government as a Winter White House[image: External link] for presidents and visiting foreign dignitaries.[14] Richard Nixon preferred the Florida White House[image: External link] in Key Biscayne[image: External link], however, and Jimmy Carter[image: External link] was not interested. The federal government soon realized the immense cost of maintenance, annual taxes roughly between $1 million and $3 million, and the difficulty of maintaining security for diplomats.[15] The government returned it to the Post Foundation in 1981, which listed it for sale for $20 million. Dina Merrill[image: External link] and Post's two other daughters did not maintain the property, expecting to sell it,[16] but there was so little interest that the city approved its demolition to build smaller homes.[17] Mar-a-Lago was declared a National Historic Landmark[image: External link] in 1980.[3][18][19]

Donald Trump learned about the estate after unsuccessfully trying to purchase and combine two apartments in Palm Beach for his family. According to Trump, he offered the Post family $25 million for it, an offer that they rejected. Trump then put in a bid of $2 million to purchase the land between Mar-a-Lago and the ocean, stating he intended to build a home that would block Mar-a-Lago's beach view. The threat caused interest in the property to decline. Trump ended up getting the property for $7 million in 1985.[20][16] Trump renovated the estate, adding a 20,000-square-foot (1,900 m2) ballroom[17] to the 58 bedrooms, 33 bathrooms, a 29-foot-long (8.8 m) pietra dura[image: External link] marble top dining table, 12 fireplaces, and three bomb shelters[image: External link]. The club also has five clay tennis courts[image: External link] and a waterfront pool.

In the early 1990s, Trump faced financial difficulties. While negotiating with his bankers, he promised to divide Mar-a-Lago into smaller properties, alarming Palm Beach residents; the city council rejected his plan to do so. Trump instead turned the estate into a private club that — unlike other Palm Beach old money[image: External link] resorts like the Bath and Tennis Club and Everglades Club[image: External link] — accepted as members Jews, blacks, and, as one Everglades member said,[ who?[image: External link]] "people who try to call attention to themselves". The new club hosted concerts by Céline Dion[image: External link] and Billy Joel[image: External link], had beauty-pageant contestants as guests, and violated local noise ordinances. Michael Jackson[image: External link] and Lisa Marie Presley[image: External link] spent their honeymoon at Mar-a-Lago.[17][16][21]

On April 18, 2012, the American Institute of Architects[image: External link]' Florida Chapter ranked Mar-a-Lago fifth on its list of Florida Architecture: 100 Years. 100 Places.[22]

Mar-a-Lago has frequently hosted the International Red Cross[image: External link] Ball, an annual "white tie, tails, and tiara" ball. Founded by Post, it has a history of attracting wealthy socialites[image: External link] and ambassadors[image: External link] from across the world in support of the mission of the American Red Cross[image: External link].
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President Trump has referred to Mar-a-Lago as his "Winter White House"[23] and alternately the "Southern White House".[24] It has a Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility[image: External link] (SCIF) for communications with the White House Situation Room[image: External link] and Pentagon.[25]
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The first visit of President Trump at the Winter White House took place on the weekend of February 3–6, 2017. On Saturday, he hosted the Diamond Red Cross Ball at Mar-a-Lago Club,[26] while on Sunday, he watched Super Bowl LI[image: External link] at Trump International Golf Club (West Palm Beach). The estimated cost (over US$3 million) of the weekend garnered some scrutiny as Trump, before being elected, regularly criticized President Obama for expensive taxpayer-funded vacations.[27]

On the weekend of February 10–12, 2017, President Trump and his wife hosted Japanese Prime Minister Shinzō Abe and his wife. This was the first use of his resort to entertain an international leader,[28] and the occasion for one of his first international security crises, that of a North Korean missile launch. Trump and Abe conferred in full view of the other diners.[29]

During the third consecutive weekend visit to Mar-a-Lago on February 17–20, Trump conducted a campaign rally at the Orlando Melbourne International Airport[image: External link].[30] He also conducted interviews for a replacement National Security Advisor[image: External link] and named General H. R. McMaster[image: External link] as Flynn's successor on February 20, 2017.[31]

After President Trump's fourth weekend visit on March 3–5, questions were raised about the access his paying club members have to him and his entourage. A number of Democratic senators asked the President to release visitor logs of Mar-a-Lago and as well as a list of the members of the private club.[32] Subsequently, the "Mar-a-Lago Act" was introduced, legislation requiring publication of logs of visitors at the White House and other places where the president conducts business.[33]

Trump's fifth presidential visit took place on March 17–18. Guests included Melania's parents, Viktor and Amalija Knavs.[34]

During his next visit April 6–9, President Trump hosted the Chinese leader[image: External link] Xi Jinping for the first two days.[35][36][37] At Mar-a-Lago the decision to strike a Syrian airfield was made.[37] The following Easter weekend was also spent with family members at Mar-a-Lago.[38]

On April 4, 2017, prior to President Xi's visit, ShareAmerica[image: External link], a Web site run by the U.S. Department of State's[image: External link] Bureau of International Information Programs[image: External link], published a blog post describing Mar-a-Lago's history.[39] On April 5, 2017, the U.S. Embassy in the United Kingdom's website shared snippets of the original blog post on its own blog, and the U.S. Embassy in Albania[image: External link]'s Facebook page shared the original post.[40][41] On April 24, 2017, Democrats Senator Ron Wyden[image: External link], House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi[image: External link], and ethics observers like former Ambassador Norman Eisen[image: External link], questioned the use of official government resources promoting a private property owned by Trump.[42][43][44][45] By April 25, 2017 ShareAmerica and both U.S. Embassies in the United Kingdom and Albania removed their respective posts. ShareAmerica, replaced their post with the following statement, "The intention of the article was to inform the public about where the president has been hosting world leaders. We regret any misperception and have removed the post."[46]

With the seasonal closing of Mar-a-Lago by May 14, it is expected that Trump spends more weekends at Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, New Jersey[image: External link]. [47]
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 Security zone




When the President is in residence the Palm Beach region becomes a zone of temporary flight restrictions[image: External link][48] affecting flights and air operations severely within a 30 nautical mile (55.56 km) radius.[49] Coast Guard and Secret Service secure the two waterway approaches, ocean and lake, and Secret Service cordons off streets to Mar-a-Lago during the President's visits.[50] By the third weekend in February 2017, nearby Palm Beach County Park Airport[image: External link] (Lantana Airport) had been shut down for three consecutive weekends, accumulating significant financial losses for multiple businesses.[51]
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The primary business occupying the estate is the Mar-a-Lago Club, which operates as resort and hotel for dues-paying members, and rents out estate venues for private events. Membership at the Mar-a-Lago Club required a $200,000 initiation fee up until 2012 when it was lowered to $100,000. Sources close to the resort indicated the cut was in response to reduced demand following the Bernie Madoff scandal[image: External link] which affected many affluent Palm Beach residents.[52] The fee was returned to $200,000 in January 2017 following the election of Donald Trump as president[52] with $14,000 annual dues.[53] Overnight guests pay up to $2,000 a night.[17] According to financial disclosure forms filed by Donald Trump, the Mar-a-Lago Club realized $29.7 million in gross revenues in the period June 2015 to May 2016.[54]

The club has nearly 500 paying members and admits twenty to forty new members a year.[55] Members include oil executive Bill Koch[image: External link], financier Thomas Peterffy[image: External link], New Jersey Democratic Party leader George Norcross[image: External link], lobbyist Kenneth Duberstein[image: External link], real estate developers Bruce E. Toll[image: External link] and Richard LeFrak[image: External link], media executive Christopher Ruddy[image: External link], talk show host Howie Carr[image: External link], talk show host Michael Savage/s wife, and NFL coach Bill Belichick[image: External link].[55]

The club holds an annual New Year’s Eve party, described in Daily Mail[image: External link] by journalist and author Ronald Kessler, who has known Donald Trump for two decades: "The New Year's Eve party was held in that ballroom [described in Kessler's book The Season: Inside Palm Beach and America's Richest Society], with almost 700 guests who paid $1,000 per couple. First came hors d'oeuvres and champagne on the terrace overlooking the pool, always heated to 78 degrees, like the second pool right on the ocean. Cocktail shrimp, stone crab claws, cold lobster, oysters on the half shell, sushi, and caviar dished onto blini were among the offerings. After that, the guests swanned over to the ballroom for dinner and dancing. Dinner included truffle and ricotta ravioli and filet mignon and scallops. The bubbly: from Trump's own Charlottesville, Virginia vineyard."[56] A second article by Kessler in Daily Mail[image: External link] in February 2016 predicted that Trump would operate as president the way he runs Mar-a-Lago.[57]

In “A Roadmap to Trump’s Washington,” Kessler described the carrot-and-stick approach Trump used to get his Mar-a-Lago estate approved as a club by Palm Beach Town Council members and predicted he would operate in the same manner as president to win over support for his agenda.[58] In “The Anatomy of a Trump Decision,” Kessler depicted how Trump makes decisions by focusing on his decision to turn his Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach into a private club.[59]

As of February 2017, President Trump is considering at least three club members for ambassadorships.[55]
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 Flag litigation




On October 3, 2006, Trump raised a 20-by-30-foot (6.1 by 9.1 m) American flag[image: External link] on an 80-foot (24 m) flagpole at Mar-a-Lago. Town zoning[image: External link] officials asked Trump to adhere to town zoning codes that limit flagpoles to a height of 42 feet (13 m).[60] This dispute led the town council of Palm Beach to charge Trump $1,250 for every day that the flag stayed up. Trump filed a lawsuit against the Town of Palm Beach. Trump eventually dropped his lawsuit over the flag, and in exchange the town waived its fines.[61] As part of a court-ordered mediation, Trump was allowed to file for a permit and keep a pole that was both 10 feet (3.0 m) shorter than the original pole and located on a different spot on his lawn. The agreement also required him to donate $100,000 to veterans’ charities, as well as resulted in a change to town ordinances allowing out-of-town enrollees in club membership.[62]
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 Discrimination




In December 1997, Trump filed a lawsuit in the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida[image: External link]. In his suit Trump accused the town of discriminating against Mar-a-Lago for allowing black and Jewish members, groups not typically welcome in the area's other clubs.[16]

According to Vanity Fair, "Trump and his attorney had already implied that he and his club had been discriminated against because many of its members were Jewish, and, worse, that the council members who had placed the conditions on him had not placed those restrictions on their own clubs."[16]
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 Aviation litigation




Trump has repeatedly filed lawsuits against Palm Beach County[image: External link] over aircraft going to and from Palm Beach International Airport[image: External link] (PBI) allegedly affecting Mar-a-Lago.[63]

Trump first filed such a lawsuit in 1995; that action was settled in 1996, with the county agreeing to collaborate with the Federal Aviation Administration[image: External link] (FAA) and to change flight patterns so the noisiest jet aircraft[image: External link] flew over a wider area.[63] As part of the settlement, Trump leased 215 acres from the county, on which he built the 18-hole Trump International Golf Club.[16] In July 2010, Trump filed another lawsuit aiming to stop the airport from constructing a second commercial[image: External link] runway[image: External link].[64] That suit was dismissed.[63]

Trump filed a third suit against the county in January 2015, seeking $100 million in damages for "creating an unreasonable amount of noise, emissions and pollutants at Mar-a-Lago".[63] Trump claims that officials pressured the FAA to direct air traffic to PBI over Mar-a-Lago in a "deliberate and malicious" act.[65]

In November 2015, a Florida Circuit Court[image: External link] judge ruled against most of Trump's arguments, dismissing four of the six claims and allowing the others to proceed.[63] Trump dropped the lawsuit after winning the presidency, as the estate will likely have a no-fly zone[image: External link] imposed by the FAA.[66][16] In January 2017, Palm Beach exempted Mar-a-Lago from a ban on landing helicopters on residential properties while Trump is president, including his own fleet and Marine One[image: External link].[67]
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Old Post Office Pavilion






For similarly-named properties, see Old Post Office[image: External link].

The Old Post Office Pavilion, historically known as the Old Post Office and Clock Tower, located at 1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW[image: External link] in Washington, D.C. was completed in 1899, and is a contributing property to the Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site[image: External link].[1] It was used as the city's main post office[image: External link] until 1914. It functioned primarily as an office building afterward, and was nearly torn down during the construction of the Federal Triangle[image: External link] complex in the 1920s. It was nearly demolished again in the 1970s to make way for completion of the Federal Triangle. Major renovations occurred in 1976 and 1983. The 1983 renovation added a food court[image: External link] and retail space and the building was renamed the Old Post Office Pavilion. An addition was added to the structure in 1991. In 2013, the U.S. General Services Administration[image: External link] leased the property for 60 years to a consortium headed by "DJT Holdings LLC", a holding company owned by Donald Trump through a revocable trust.[2][3][4][5][6]

Trump developed the property into a luxury hotel, Trump International Hotel Washington, D.C. which opened in September 2016.[7][8][9]

The building is an example of Richardsonian Romanesque[image: External link], part of the Romanesque Revival architecture[image: External link] of the nineteenth century United States.



TOP
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 Construction and opening




The United States Congress approved construction of a new post office for Washington, D.C., on June 25, 1890.[10] The site, at the southwest corner of Pennsylvania Avenue and 12th Street, was chosen by Senator Leland Stanford[image: External link] in 1888[11] in the hope that the building would revitalize the Murder Bay[image: External link] neighborhood between the Capitol building[image: External link] and the White House.[12] The structure was designed in the Romanesque Revival[image: External link] style[13][14] (some classify it as Richardsonian Romanesque[image: External link])[15] by Willoughby J. Edbrooke[image: External link], Supervising Architect of the Treasury Department[image: External link].[13] Construction began in 1892, and the building was complete in 1899.[16][17] The total cost of construction was $3 million.[18]

At the time of its completion, the Post Office Building contained the largest uninterrupted enclosed space in the city.[16] Its clock tower reached 315 feet (96 m) into the air.[13] It was also the city's first building to have a steel frame structure,[13] and the first to be built with electrical wiring incorporated into its design.[12] The structure featured elevators with cages of highly intricate wrought iron,[19] a glass covered atrium[image: External link] and mezzanine[image: External link] level, and floors, moldings[image: External link], railings[image: External link], and wainscoting[image: External link] made of marble.[18] The atrium was 196 feet (60 m) high, and 10 floors of balconies looked out onto the space (which provided interior light in an era when indoor lighting was not common).[19] It boasted more than 39,000 interior electric lights, and its own electrical generator.[14] Girders and catwalks[image: External link] spanned the atrium at the third floor level to allow post office supervisors to look down on the workers.[11] The fifth floor housed executive offices in the corners. Each office had a turret[image: External link], ornately carved wooden moldings, and red oak paneling.[19] But there were problems with the structure. The Washington Star[image: External link] newspaper reported that the skylights and windows leaked air and water, the marble floors were poorly laid, and much of the construction was shoddy.[18] The ninth floor was to have served as a file room, but a post-construction inspection showed it could not accommodate the weight.[20] Technological advances in electricity and electrical wiring, mechanical engineering, movement of air[image: External link], heating, and more made the building out of date as soon as it opened.[19]

The anticipated economic development never occurred.[12] At the 1898 meeting of the American Institute of Architects[image: External link], the structure was criticized as supremely ugly during a plenary address by New York City[image: External link] architect George B. Post.[21] That same year, Senator Joseph Roswell Hawley[image: External link] called it "a cross between a cathedral and a cotton mill".[21] By the time it opened, the building was also too small to accommodate the government agencies which occupied it. The city postmaster had advocated a building with a 50,000-square-foot (4,600 m2) footprint, but only 10,000 square feet (930 m2) were purchased.[10] The post office used the main floor and mezzanine[image: External link],[18] but these were already too crowded by January 1900.[20] Treasury Department offices were to have taken over the eighth floor, but the structure was so overcrowded that this move was suspended.[20]

A year after the building opened, an accident there took the life of D.C. Postmaster James P. Willett. On September 30, 1899, Willett fell 90 feet (27 m) down an open elevator shaft. Nothing more than a flimsy wooden barrier prevented access to the shaft. Willett died a day later.[22]
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 First 50 years




In the early 1880s, Senator Justin Smith Morrill[image: External link] and Senator John James Ingalls[image: External link] proposed razing all the structures between Pennsylvania Avenue and B Street (now Constitution Avenue[image: External link]) to create a park.[23] The influential McMillan Plan[image: External link] of 1902, however, proposed retaining the structure.[24] (It could hardly have done otherwise, with the building only just having been completed.)[25] Nonetheless, the same year the Washington Post editorialized in favor of its demolition.[23] In discussing plans to beautify Washington, essayist Sammuel E. Moffett disparagingly called the building in 1906 a "Kansas City[image: External link] emporium so utterly out of keeping with the general atmosphere of official Washington that it sets the teeth of architects on edge".[26] Later that year, Senator Weldon B. Heyburn[image: External link] introduced legislation to authorize the federal government to purchase all the land between Pennsylvania Avenue, the National Mall, 15th Street NW, and the U.S. Capitol for the construction of an architecturally "harmonious" set of massive office buildings. Heyburn's plan retained the Old Post Office Building, but adjusted its Pennsvylania Avenue side to be parallel with the street.[27]

The clock in the building tower was originally mechanical in nature, and kept accurate time via gravity. A cable was wrapped around a drum, and a large weight attached to the end of the cable. As the cable unwound due to the force of gravity, the clock hands turned. The cable was rewound once or twice a day.[28] On October 10, 1956, the weight came loose from the cable and plunged through two floors (narrowly avoiding killing a man, who had just gotten up from his desk).[29] The mechanical clock was later replaced with an electric one.[28]

In 1914, the District of Columbia General Post Office moved to a larger building constructed next to Union Station[image: External link].[30] Although only 15 years old, the building at 12th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue was now commonly called the "old" post office. For the next forty years, the building served as office space for several government agencies.[14]

The Old Post Office Building was slated for demolition during construction of the Federal Triangle. In 1926, the United States Congress enacted the Public Buildings Act[image: External link], which authorized the construction not only of the Federal Triangle complex of buildings but also a new U.S. Supreme Court building opposite the United States Capitol[image: External link], a major extension of the U.S. Government Printing Office[image: External link] building on North Capitol Street[image: External link], and significant widening of B Street NW on the north side of the National Mall.[31] Government officials, other experts, and the press believed that the demolition of the District Building[image: External link] and Old Post Office Pavilion and the closure of many streets in the area would occur.[32] A Board of Architectural Consultants was created on May 19, 1927, to advise the federal agencies developing Federal Triangle on how to proceed.[33] By July 1927, the board had fashioned a general plan for the area, but did not address whether the Old Post Office Pavilion, District Building, or the Southern Railway Building should be torn down or not.[34] Planning for the complex was deeply influenced by the City Beautiful movement[image: External link] and the idea of creating a civic center to achieve efficiency in administration as well as reinforce the public's perception of government as authoritative and permanent. For the architectural style of the buildings, the board adopted the McMillan Plan's recommendation of the Neoclassical style[image: External link].[35] Rather than a mass of tall, imposing buildings, two unifying open spaces (intended for ceremonial use, and under discussion by the Board at least by March 1928) would be utilized.[36] The first would be a Circular Plaza (inspired by the Place Vendôme[image: External link])[37] bisected by 12th Street NW, and which would require the demolition of the Old Post Office Pavilion.[36][38]

But by 1934, although the government had cleared land around the Old Post Office Building, Congress was increasingly opposed to demolishing the structure. Tearing down a structurally sound 35-year-old building during the Great Depression[image: External link] seemed foolish.[39] But the executive branch agencies overseeing the Federal Triangle's construction still wanted it gone.[40] Yet, it was not demolished. Four years passed. Although a push was made to remove the Old Post Office Building again in 1938, Senator Elmer Thomas[image: External link] defended it and attacked the erection of a Neoclassical office building in its place as financially unacceptable.[41]

The 1938 effort to remove the building was the last one for 30 years. Various reasons have been suggested for why the Old Post Office Building survived. A common claim is that the federal government, fighting the Great Depression, simply did not have the money.[14][42] Press reports at the time, however, noted that voters would have punished congressmen who tore down a perfectly good building.[39] Architectural historians have also argued that President Franklin D. Roosevelt (who took office in March 1933, five years into the Federal Triangle's construction) was not interested in completing the expensive complex of white marble office buildings or making the Federal Triangle architecturally harmonious.[15][38]

The Old Post Office Building's tower slowly became an iconic one in the city. The United States Information Agency[image: External link] often used it as a backdrop for propaganda films to be shown in foreign countries. In one instance, a portion of a film about Soviet[image: External link] dissident Alexander Solzhenitsyn[image: External link] was taped in the tower.[28]
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 1970s demolition attempt




By the 1950s, the neighborhood around the Old Post Office Pavilion had also declined. Pennsylvania Avenue NW was marked by deteriorating homes, shops, and office buildings on the north side and monumental Neoclassical federal office buildings on the south.[43] After witnessing the poor state of the avenue during his inaugural parade, President John F. Kennedy appointed a President's Council on Pennsylvania Avenue to study ways to improve the area.[44] The council's draft plan was ready for Kennedy's approval when he was assassinated on November 22, 1963.[45] The draft plan retained the Old Post Office Pavilion.[46]

Kennedy's successor, President Lyndon B. Johnson, agreed to move forward with the plan and appointed a Temporary President's Commission on Pennsylvania Avenue, although it did not hold its first meeting until May 21, 1965.[47] The new commission recommended that the Old Post Office be torn down in favor of completing the plan for the Federal Triangle.[48] The temporary commission managed to prevent development of the avenue which was contrary to the draft plan, but it never was able to win congressional approval for its plan. It ceased to function on November 15, 1969, due to lack of funds.[49] A permanent Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation (PADC) was finally created by Congress on October 30, 1972.[50]

An attempt to demolish the Old Post Office Pavilion began in February 1970.[51] The National Capital Planning Commission[image: External link], a federal agency with legal jurisdiction over major building projects in the Washington metropolitan area, agreed (although it said the tower might be preserved).[52] Within days, Wolf Von Eckardt, the influential architectural critic ofThe Washington Post, began campaigning for the structure's preservation.[53] No action was taken on the demolition project in 1970, and Von Eckardt continued to press for the building's preservation in 1971.[54] By early 1971, a group of local citizens and architects formed a group known as "Don't Tear It Down" (predecessor to the D.C. Preservation League).[55] The group's members included Nancy Hanks[image: External link], the politically influential chairwoman of the National Endowment for the Arts[image: External link].[19][56] Don't Tear It Down began heavily lobbying the PADC, General Services Administration[image: External link] (which owned the building for the federal government), White House, Congress, and D.C. city government to stop the demolition. Opposition to the demolition began to grow in the U.S. Senate, which held hearings on the buildings in April 1971.[57] Preservation forces received a major boost in May 1971 when the federal Advisory Council on Historic Preservation[image: External link] recommended retaining it.[58]

The Nixon administration, however, continued to seek its demolition so that Federal Triangle could be completed in time for the United States Bicentennial[image: External link] in 1976.[59] But by this time, Senator Mike Gravel[image: External link], chair of the Subcommittee on Public Buildings and Grounds of the Committee on Public Works[image: External link] was strongly opposed to the effort.[60] Gravel sought allies in the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], and in June 1972, the House Committee on Appropriations[image: External link] voted down Nixon's request for money to demolish the Old Post Office.[61]
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 Rejuvenation in 1970s




The Old Post Office was added to the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] in 1973.[62] That same year, the General Services Administration formally dropped its intention to demolish the building and instead developed a plan save the Old Post Office Pavilion.[63] The National Capital Planning Commission agreed to the project.[64]

Major renovation of the structure was made possible in 1976 by enactment of the Public Buildings Cooperative Use Act. The law gave GSA the legal authority to lease federal buildings and use the money received for renovations and upgrades. It also legalized the use of a portion of federal office buildings for commercial retail and restaurant use.[19] The Old Post Office was the first major project begun under the law.[11]

An $18 million renovation began in 1977.[65] The building badly needed it: The atrium roof had been covered over, making the interior dark; the building leaked and had suffered extensive water damage; there was mold throughout the building; and the heating system often broke down.[19]
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 1979–1983 renovation




The GSA held a competition in 1978 to find a partner willing to redevelop the Old Post Office Pavilion. The agency believed that the configuration of the interior space and downtown real estate market would only support a hotel.[66] But the winning bid did not propose a hotel. A joint venture by four firms—McGaughy, Marshall, and McMillan; Arthur Cotton Moore Associates[image: External link]; Associated Space Design, Inc.; and Stewart Daniel Hoban & Associates—won the competition.[13] GSA and the bidding team reached an agreement for a 55-year lease. GSA collected $166,000 a year in rent, which increased just 5 percent during the life of the lease. GSA also received a percentage of all profits from the enterprise.[66]

The $29 million renovation was completed in 1983. Much of the building was gutted to utilize the interior space more efficiently, but some "preservation zones" were established to retain the interior's historic character. Much of the old marble was replaced with new, pink marble, and the interior repainted in shades of cream, gray, green, and ivory pastels. A glass-enclosed elevator to the observation deck was also added,[19] as well as a new grand staircase to the second floor and two 6,000-square-foot (560 m2) restaurants.[67]

The renovated building was officially dedicated on April 19, 1983. Vice President George H. W. Bush presided over the event.[68] The re-opening was celebrated with peals from the Bells of Congress from the clock tower. Federal tenants included the Institute for Museum Services[image: External link], National Endowment for the Arts[image: External link], the National Endowment for the Humanities[image: External link], and the President's Committee on the Arts and Humanities[image: External link]. (Modular office furniture was used to allow more people to work in the offices, which proved controversial among federal employees used to traditional desks and chairs.)[11] The retail levels, which occupied the first three floors of the building, opened on September 13, 1983.[69] The retail section included a performance space known as the Nancy Hanks Center.[19] (Hanks died on January 7, 1983, just weeks before the building's re-opening.)[70] The clock tower and observation deck reopened to the public on May 1, 1984.[71] The 1983 renovation won strong praise from architectural critic Benjamin Forgey.[72] The Washington Post editorialized that it was "spectacular",[73] and professor of architecture Roger Lewis cited its atrium as one of the finest in the region.[74] The impression of excellence in architecture lingered. In February 1988, Andrea Oppenheimer Dean, executive editor of Architecture[image: External link] magazine; Washington Post architecture critic Benjamin Forgey; and professor of architecture Roger Lewis still counted the Old Post Office building as among their favorites.[75]

The commercial space was designed by the Boston[image: External link] firm of Benjamin Thompson & Associates, and it was leased by Evans Development Co. of Baltimore[image: External link]. More than 50 restaurants and boutique retail stores were anticipated to sublet portions of the three-story retail section,[67] and it was 98 percent leased at its opening.[69] The retail pavilion seemed to do well at first, and was a major attraction downtown especially on weekends.[76] Evans Development received a $2.25 million tax credit in July 1984 for its work on the historic building.[77]

In the mid-1980s, Hillman Properties bought out its partner, Evans Development, and took control of the Old Post Office Pavilion.[78]

In October 1986, Congress enacted legislation formally renaming the Old Post Office the "Nancy Hanks Center".[79]
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 1988–1992 expansion




Despite the positive news about the Old Post Office Pavilion, it was not doing well. GSA imposed conditions on the 1983 renovation that left the retail pavilion looking like an office building rather than a shopping mall. There was also too little retail space, the retail space was poorly configured due to the architectural design of the building, and GSA refused to allow any storefronts on the exterior that would signal that there was retail or restaurants inside.[66] The pavilion's revenues were generated in about equal parts from tourists, local office workers, and local residents.[80] Although most retailers were making money, revenues fluctuated wildly on a seasonal basis. Restaurants had a difficult time earning money, and turnover among them was high.[81]

Old Post Office Joint Venture (a group led by Hillman Properties), the developer of the pavilion, was also losing money. Old Post Office Joint Venture (OPOJV) received $166,000 a year in rent from GSA, but its agreement with the federal government called for doubling the size of the retail space to 100,000 square feet (9,300 m2). Approval for that expansion had never been given. OPOJV originally proposed expansion of the retail space into the Internal Revenue Service Building[image: External link], but this was rejected for security reasons. It then proposed an underground parking lot and pavilion expansion in the area occupied by the IRS building's parking lot, but this, too, was not approved.[81]

With the financial situation at the Old Post Office Pavilion worsening, OPOJV proposed building a glass-enclosed annex on the IRS building's parking lot. The proposal was strongly opposed by the D.C. Historic Preservation Review Board. Nonetheless, Congress appropriated $1.7 million for the project and OPOJV agreed to contribute another $15 million. The National Capital Planning Commission also gave its approval to the project.[81]

The new East Atrium opened on March 6, 1992. The three level structure had 100,000 square feet (9,300 m2) of interior space and a glass roof. Under the terms of the development agreement, the federal government owned the land beneath the structure, but the building was owned by Hillman Properties. As construction occurred, the Old Post Office Pavilion lost many of its high-end retailers and replaced them with low-end shops selling mugs, souvenirs, T-shirts, and other items aimed at tourists. The East Atrium, however, included larger and more upscale retailers. The addition also featured a 5,000 square feet (460 m2) miniature golf course and bar. The East Atrium was managed by General Growth Properties[image: External link], which said about 78 percent of the space was leased.[82] The East Atrium was not well received, critically. Architecture critic Benjamin Forgey acknowledged that the building achieved its goals; incorporated many modern architectural design features (such as glass curtain walls[image: External link], setbacks[image: External link], and good connections to sidewalks and pedestrian areas); and it added a piece of the 1982 master plan for Federal Triangle. But Forgey called the design by the local architectural firm of Karn Charuhas Chapman & Twohey awkward, with "clunky" proportions and over-heavy elements. The interior, however, won praise for its lightness.[83]
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 Post-expansion




A small fire broke out on the west side of the Old Post Office Pavilion between the ninth floor ceiling and the roof on August 26, 1992. Workers repairing the roof accidentally caused the blaze, which began at 3:45 P.M. and was extinguished 45 minutes later. Although small, the fire snarled downtown traffic during the evening rush hour[image: External link].[84]

The fire appeared to be a bad omen: By October 1993, despite more than 3 million visitors a year, OPOJV was behind on its rent to GSA and in default on its mortgage to Collin Equities (a subsidiary of Wells Fargo[image: External link]). Real estate experts blamed the cost of heating and cooling the vast atrium, heavy tenant turnover, and the lack of a theater for a space below the East Atrium. Although the D.C. Convention and Visitors Association said the Old Post Office was the eighth most-visited attraction in the District of Columbia, retail experts believed it had never made money, and the East Atrium did not bring in enough rent to support the Old Post Office Pavilion.[78]

Collin Equities/Wells Fargo foreclosed on OPOJV in October 1993.[85] The bank hired Hill Partners, a real estate management firm from Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link], to revitalize the retail aspects of the development. Hill Partners said that improving access to and shoppers' awareness of the retail area, it could double the number of visitors to the Old Post Office to more than 7 million. Hill Partners began reevaluating its tenant mix with a view to adding retailers which D.C. residents needed. It also revealed that the East Atrium was a money-loser, never filling more than half its space. Whether the East Atrium would remain open was not clear. The company agreed, however, to keep the Pavilion area a "festival marketplace" (one which offers a combination of entertainment, food, and retail shops).[86]

In March 1995, the Cineplex Odeon Corporation[image: External link] said it would open a seven-screen movie theater in East Atrium (which now had no tenants).[85] But the company pulled out in May 1996, saying it could not reach a lease agreement with Hill Partners.[87]

Hill Partners had a difficult time finding any new tenants for the East Atrium and for the Pavilion.[87] Virgin Group[image: External link] said in June 1996 it might build a Virgin Megastore[image: External link], eight-to-12 screen Virgin Cinema[image: External link], and possible a rock music-themed restaurant at the Old Post Office. But the company wanted the main building for its retail outlets, not the East Atrium.[88] But nothing came of these discussions.

In 1997, a hotel development firm, Denhill D.C. LLC, approached GSA and offered to take over Collins Equities/Wells Fargo lease. The company said it would spend more than $100 million to turn the office space on the upper floors into hotel rooms and open the Pennsylvania Avenue walls to create more access and street-front retail space. In return, the company asked the GSA to extend the 55-year lease to 65 years, and give it the option of adding three more decade-long lease extension options. According to Denhill D.C. officials, the negotiations were so far advanced that they had a management company ready to operate the hotel and retail tenants ready to take space. GSA said it then ended the negotiations over legal concerns that it was about to enter into a long-term lease without advertising it to other bidders.[66]

By August 2000, business conditions at the Old Post Office had sunk even lower. Operations there had never turned a profit in 17 years, the vacancy rate in the Pavilion was 80 percent, the East Atrium was closed, and GSA had stopped charging Wells Fargo rent because no income was being generated. Realizing that a retail/office combination was not going to make money, GSA began negotiating with Collins Equities/Wells Fargo to cancel the lease. GSA by now had realized that if retail space was to be retained, it would need to open onto Pennsylvania Avenue NW. But the agency also was considered scrapping the retail floors and turning them into office space or getting rid of both retail and office space to allow the structure to be developed as a hotel. The hotel option was proving far more appealing than in the early 1980s because of the agency's overwhelmingly positive experience in allowing Kimpton Hotels[image: External link] to transform the 170,000-square-foot (16,000 m2) vacant Tariff Commission Building[image: External link] into a 172-room luxury Hotel Monaco[image: External link].[66]
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 Redevelopment as a hotel




In January 2001, the General Services Administration sought to convert the Old Post Office Building into a hotel. GSA proposed buying out the Wells Fargo lease to regain control over the structure, and then allowing companies to bid for redevelopment rights. Companies would be required to pay GSA $12.5 million up front for these rights. If no agreement with a developer would be reached within 12 months, GSA said it would convert the entire building into office space.[89] GSA eventually purchased the lease for $7.1 million.[90]
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 Non-hotel redevelopment attempts




In 2002, lobbyist Jack Abramoff[image: External link] engaged in extensive illegal discussions with GSA chief of staff David H. Safavian[image: External link] an attempt to secure the lease on the structure for a Native American tribal client. Abramoff took Safavian on an all-expenses-paid golf trip to Scotland[image: External link], during which time they discussed turning the lease over to the unidentified tribe.[91] Savafian was later convicted of perjury[image: External link] for lying about his relationship with Abramaoff.[92]

The General Services Administration issued a Request for Expression of Interest in 2004 for developing the Old Post Office Building. Several companies expressed interest, but GSA did not proceed further.

Little movement occurred over the next few years. By early 2004, the building's roof was leaking, and it needed substantial refurbishment of its HVAC[image: External link] systems. The Washington Post reported that some within GSA were still pushing for a retail use for the Old Post Office. The problem appeared to be the limited parking, difficult-to-configure interior space, and historic preservationists' opposition to piercing the walls to create storefronts and adding large signs to the exterior. Some D.C. developers suggested a better use would be private office space or a hotel. But the use which seemed to have the best chance in 2004 was as a National Women's History Museum. The museum, a private organization, was pushing legislation in Congress to have the Old Post Office Building transferred to them at no cost. The bill won passage in the U.S. Senate in November 2003. But local developers, city residents, and members of the House of Representatives were angry that a multimillion-dollar building would be given away for free.[93] The bill failed in the House. It was reintroduced in the 109th United States Congress, although this time the women's museum asked for only the East Atrium.[94] This effort, too, was unsuccessful, even though the East Atrium had broken floor tiles and unfinished interior construction that exposed beams and left gaping holes instead of storefronts.[95]
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 Limited movement on redevelopment




GSA issued a request for information[image: External link] (RFI) in March 2005. More than 20 responses were received,[96] and many of them proposed a mixed-use design.[90] The agency did not receive approval from the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to proceed to a request for proposals[image: External link] (RFP), however. OMB did not believe that the responses to the RFI showed that redevelopment was in the best financial interest of the federal government, however.[97]

In June 2006, record-setting rainfall of 12.11 inches (308 mm) fell on Washington, D.C., causing extensive flooding[image: External link] in the city. The basement of the Old Post Office Building flooded, as did the Ariel Rios Federal Building[image: External link] (headquarters of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives[image: External link]), the Herbert C. Hoover Building[image: External link] (headquarters of the United States Department of Commerce[image: External link]), the Internal Revenue Service Building[image: External link], the National Archives Building[image: External link], and the Robert F. Kennedy Department of Justice Building[image: External link]. The Old Post Office Building, one of those on higher ground, reopened after two days. Most of the other buildings remained closed for a week.[98]

No further activity occurred on the redevelopment issue in 2007. GSA estimated, however, that it would cost more than $100 million to modernize the structure. GSA also said that while it earned $5.4 million in rent at the Old Post Office Building in 2007, it spent $11.9 million on administrative and maintenance, for a loss of $6.5 million.[90][96]

By 2008, still no action had been taken by the GSA to redevelop the Old Post Office Building. Eleanor Holmes Norton, D.C.'s Delegate to Congress[image: External link], introduced the "Old Post Office Building Redevelopment Act of 2008" (H.R. 5001) to require GSA move faster on issuing a request for proposals.[97] During hearings before the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency Management of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure[image: External link], members of Congress singled out the Old Post Office Building for underutilization.[90] The legislation passed the House on June 23, and the Senate on September 26. President George W. Bush signed it into law (P.L. 110-359) on October 8.[96] As enacted, the Redevelopment Act required the GSA to proceed with redevelopment of the Old Post Office Building and relocate all federal tenants. It required the GSA to report to the appropriate House and Senate committees regarding any redevelopment agreement, and barred any redevelopment plan from coming into force until 30 days of a continuous session of Congress had passed.

The legislative effort was supported by the National Capital Planning Commission[image: External link] (NCPC), the federal agency with legal authority to approve all major transportation, building, and infrastructure projects in the national capital area. On July 12, 2008, the NCPC issued its new National Capital Framework, a plan designed to govern development in Washington, D.C. for the next 50 years. The plan was supported by the United States Commission of Fine Arts[image: External link], the federal agency with legislative authority to approve the aesthetic design of all major buildings in the D.C. metropolitan area. The new National Capital Framework specifically asked that the Old Post Office Building be renovated in order to improve public amenities and support the ongoing revitalization of Pennsylvania Avenue.[99]
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 Post-legislation redevelopment initiatives




With the passage of federal legislation, redevelopment efforts began to move more swiftly. GSA entered into discussions with OMB about how to relocate the federal employees working in the building. It also said it would issue a new RFP at the end of 2008.[96]

But by October 2010, two years later, no major redevelopment goals had been met. The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee strongly criticized GSA in a report for mismanaging the Old Post Office Building.[100] The report specifically accused GSA of not moving to redevelop the property during a real estate boom in 2006. When the boom ended, GSA was stuck with the property, and the House committee accused the agency of losing more than $25 million on maintenance rather than generating income.[101] With pressure building on the White House to deal with billions of dollars worth of excess or underutilized federal property, the Obama administration said it would take action to more quickly dispose of property like the Old Post Office.[100] Rather than sell property at fire sale[image: External link] prices, the administration created a new independent advisory panel to help create a disposal plan for each individual building. D.C. area lawmakers pressed the advisory panel to act immediately on the Old Post Office.[102] Real estate experts, however, asked the government to go slow. Douglas Firstenberg, a principal with StonebridgeCarras (a real estate property management firm that helped the federal government lease buildings), said that historic preservation restrictions and the large number of existing tenants made redevelopment difficult.[103]

A new RFP was finally issued by GSA in March 2011. A significant number of submissions were received, although GSA declined to say how many or what they proposed.[104] But among the proposals were a luxury hotel[104] and a National Museum of the Jewish People.[104][105] Bidders included The Trump Organization,[104] Carpenter & Co.,[105] The JBG Companies[image: External link],[106] Monument Realty,[106] and Hilton Worldwide.[107] GSA said it would make a decision on which bidder to negotiate with by November 17.[107] In all, GSA received 10 bids, most of which were hotels.[108]
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 Lease to The Trump Organization




On February 6, 2012, GSA announced that it had chosen The Trump Organization as the potential redeveloper of the Old Post Office Building. The company partnered with Colony Capital, a private equity firm, in its bid. The Trump Organization bid pledged to spend $200 million to turn the structure into a 250-room[95] (later sources said 261-room)[109] luxury hotel. Much of the investment would be in cash, not debt.[109] The hotel would include a conference center,[95] spa,[95] three high-end restaurants,[109] and a 35,000-square-foot (3,300 m2) meeting and banquet facility.[109] The company also pledged to create a small museum dedicated to the history of the building and the Bells of Congress,[109] and to maintain the historic exterior.[95] The Trump Organization also tentatively agreed to pay GSA $3 million a year in rent.[110] The Trump Organization bid touted the involvement of Arthur Cotton Moore[image: External link], a noted local architect who had renovated historic buildings in the area before and who had helped design the Old Post Office Building renovations in the 1970s.[109] Moore left the effort within less than a year for health reasons.[111] Another preservationist architect, John Cullinane, working on the project resigned "because I couldn’t support what they were doing to the building... [t]hey were covering up or tearing out everything that was historic..."[112]

There were many concerns expressed by local residents and historic preservationists by the successful Trump bid.[113] Preservationists believed Trump would not respect the historic nature of the building[113] and had almost no experience renovating historic properties[110] but government officials said any redesign would need to be approved by the Commission of Fine Arts (whose secretary signaled heavy scrutiny for any changes).[113] Trump dismissed concerns that he lacked experience with historic buildings, pointing to his redevelopment of Grand Central Terminal[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link] and the Mar-a-Lago Club in Palm Beach, Florida.[114] Some city residents worried that Trump would block access to the clock tower. However, the National Park Service said it will retain control over the clock tower and observation deck and it will keep them open for tours.[113][114][115] Washington Post business columnist Steven Pearlstein questioned the financial wisdom of selecting Trump/Colony Capital, given Trump's extensive problems with bankruptcy[image: External link] and Colony Capital's current problems keeping its hotel properties out of receivership.[110] Pearlstein and local hoteliers argued that the market would not support the room rates Trump wished to charge, and therefore would not be able to support the excessive amount of redevelopment money and rent Trump was paying for the property.[109][110] Robert Peck, Commissioner of the General Services Administration, defended the selection, arguing that the Trump/Colony Capital bid was by far the best in terms of financial commitment, experience in renovating and managing properties, and quality of design. Peck dismissed criticism about Trump's numerous past bankruptcies, noting that these mostly concerned casinos rather than hotels.[108]

There was, however, also the opinion expressed by Washington Post business reporters Petula Dvorak and Jonathan O'Connell that the new Trump hotel would help spark an economic renaissance in the Downtown[image: External link] neighborhood.[108][113]
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 Lease protests




In March 2012, the Washington Post reported that Monument Realty offered a base rent much higher than that of The Trump Organization. Monument and development partner Angelo, Gordon & Co.[image: External link] proposed a 260,000-square-foot (24,000 m2) office building with a media center on the first three floors. It also proposed demolishing the annex in favor of a parking garage.[116] Monument Realty bid for the building with a lease price of $5.1 million annually, with rent increases based on the building's performance. The Trump Organization, however, offered $200 million in redevelopment dollars, while Monument would have provided just $116.5 million. GSA scored submission based on experience and past performance, design concept, financial capacity and capability, and initial development investment. It was unclear, therefore, that Monument's bid was superior to The Trump Organization's bid.[117]

Another bidder, BP-Metropolitan Investors, filed an official protest in April 2012 against GSA for awarding the redevelopment to The Trump Organization.[118] The bidding group, which included Hilton Worldwide, said GSA failed to take into account Trump's repeated bankruptcies and unrealistic economic assumptions. GSA said Metropolitan lost the award because it offered to spend only $140 million to renovate the building.[109] GSA responded to the protest by noting that since the redevelopment was not a procurement, there were no legal grounds for protesting its decision.[109][118][119]
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 Trump lease negotiations




In the summer of 2012, The Trump Organization asked the District of Columbia to waive possessory interest taxes on the Old Post Office Building.[120] The possessory interest tax was estimated at about $3 million in 2012, although it would likely be far more once the property was fully redeveloped. D.C. tax officials denied the waiver.[121] Pedro Ribeiro, a spokesperson for Mayor[image: External link] Vincent C. Gray[image: External link], said, "It was never part of the bid proposal that the project would not be subject to the tax." David Orowitz, the Vice President for Acquisitions and Development in The Trump Organization, said that the denial of tax waiver was not a surprise and would not change the financial calculations of the company's bid.[122] Donald Trump later denied seeking any tax waiver.[123][124]

As the clock ticked on the one-year deadline to finalize a deal with GSA, The Trump Organization hired Streetsense, a real estate and retail design firm, to select restaurants and retailers for the Old Post Office Pavilion. Trump chose the company over local real estate developer Douglas Jemal[image: External link] and retail design firm Ashkenazy Acquisition.[125] Tiffany & Co.[image: External link] was among the retailers the company talked to.[123][124]

Six development meetings were held with GSA, the CFA, D.C. government officials, and The Trump Organization between February and December 2012. Determining what was acceptable redevelopment was critical if a final lease agreement was to be signed. The Trump Organization's new design team consisted of the firms Beyer Blinder Belle[image: External link] and WDG Architecture (formerly Edwin Weihe & Associates). The Trump Organization proposed extending 11th Street NW south of Pennsylvania Avenue NW. City officials asked that a half-block of C Street NW south of the hotel be reopened with redevelopment money, too, but The Trump Organization declined the request. The architectural team proposed adding retail on all four corners of the Old Post Office Building, and building a new mezzanine level inside it (with a restaurant on top and a spa and fitness center below). Historic preservation agencies refused to allow various types of canopies or signs bearing the hotel's name along Pennsylvania Avenue, and six alternative designs for the East Atrium were rejected out of hand by the CFA. But still under consideration was a proposal to convert the lower level of the East Atrium into parking with the upper level retained as a ballroom.[126]

By late January 2013, no final lease agreement had been reached. However, both The Trump Organization and GSA said that they were closing in on a deal, and GSA said it was unlikely to reopen the bidding process if one was not reached by the 12-month deadline. Trump officials and GSA attributed the delay to the length of the lease, which created complexities that needed time to be resolved.[122][127] GSA also said there were also unique issues raised by the building's historic status.[124][127] Nonetheless, federal law required the GSA to reach a deal by June 2013 or reopen the bidding process.[127]
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 Change in financing and receiving preliminary regulatory approval




Donald Trump asserted that a deal was "weeks" away in mid-April 2013. But even as he said that, contrary to rumor, he was not seeking to renegotiate his initial agreement with GSA, The Trump Organization re-evaluated its partnership with Colony Capital. Trump said his company was likely to either replace Colony or finance the entire redevelopment deal in cash. GSA officials said any such change would not affect the negotiations.[128]

The Trump Organization cleared several regulatory hurdles in April and May 2013. On April 28, the Commission of Fine Arts gave non-binding, preliminary approval to the company's draft redevelopment plan.[129] On May 16, GSA completed an environmental impact assessment[image: External link] (EIA) which concluded the redevelopment would have no significant adverse historic, land use, or transportation impacts. The EIA also concluded that the hotel would generate about $6.5 million per year in hotel bed tax revenue and $1.5 million in sales tax revenue.[130]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Final lease agreement




On June 4, GSA reached a final agreement with The Trump Organization regarding redevelopment of the Old Post Office Building.[131] The Trump Organization negotiated a 60-year lease[131][132] under which it paid $250,000 in rent per month, with annual increases tied to the Consumer Price Index[image: External link].[132][133] Rent payments were to begin either eight months after construction started or 20 months after the lease's signing, whichever came first.[133] The company had the option to extend the lease another 40 years.[115] The Trump Organization agreed to spend at least $200 million redeveloping the property,[131][132] with Trump using his personal funds to pay for the redevelopment.[115][134][135] To allay concerns by critics that he too often defaulted on developments, Trump agreed to provide a $40 million personal guaranty[image: External link] as well as a "bad acts" (to cover failure to pay taxes, fraud, or other forms of misconduct).[133] The Trump Organization agreed to pay all taxes, although the lease did not bar the company from seeking a historic preservation tax credit[image: External link].[132]

The Trump Organization agreed to turn the Old Post Office Building into a 260-room[132][134][135] hotel (although some sources said there would be 267 rooms,[136] some said 270,[114][137] some said 271,[115][138] and others 275[133]). Many of the rooms would have 25-foot (7.6 m) high ceilings,[138] although most ceilings would be 14-to-16-foot (4.3 to 4.9 m) high.[115][139] The average room was expected to be 600 square feet (56 m2) in size,[115][139] and the hotel would have a higher percentage of suites and larger-than-average rooms to draw corporate executive and diplomats.[140]

In what were formerly the offices of the Postmaster General of the United States[image: External link], the company planned two "presidential suites" of 3,000 square feet (280 m2) each with 16-foot (4.9 m) ceilings. Each presidential suite would have a working fireplace, sauna, steam room, walk-in closet, direct-access elevators, and views of Pennsylvania Avenue NW and the National Mall[image: External link].[115][139]

Redevelopment plans included an art gallery, café, bar, fitness center, library, lounge with fountain, meeting rooms, spa, two or three upscale restaurants, several luxury retail shops, a 4,000-square-foot (370 m2) Mar-a-Lago brand spa, and a small museum about the building, its clock tower, and its bells.[114][115][118][133][135][136][138] The Trump Organization agreed to continue to allow the public access to the clock tower and observation platform. The National Park Service agreed to operate the clock tower tours.[133][135][136] The exterior of the building (including the multicolor brick and granite pavement designed by Aleksandra Kasuba[image: External link])[136] would be preserved in its historic state.[133] Pending approval by regulatory authorities, The Trump Organization proposed building a floor over the ground level (turning the mezzanine into a floor), although the grand staircase would remain. Most of the retail would occupy the ground and second floor, while the historic Stamp Counter on the east side of the ground floor would become the hotel registration desk.[136]

Major changes would be made to the 86,000-square-foot (8,000 m2) East Atrium and the streets around it. The Trump Organization intended to convert the 34,400-square-foot (3,200 m2) basement level into a 150-space parking garage, with a 31,600-to-35,000-square-foot (2,940 to 3,250 m2) ballroom on the ground level and 20,000 square feet (1,900 m2) of conference room space on the second floor.[136][140] The ballroom's size would make it the largest in any luxury hotel in the city.[140] The city agreed to extend 11th Street NW into the Federal Triangle south to C Street NW to provide access for automobiles.[133][140] The Old Post Office Building's entrance on 11th Street NW would again be the structure's main entrance (opening the door on the long-closed side of the building).[140] Pending final regulatory approval, a new steel and glass canopy will be constructed over the new entrance and a "Trump International Hotel" sign suspended inside the entrance arch.[136]

The 12th Street NW entrance would become the secondary entrance, providing public access to the restaurants and retail stores. Awnings would be over windows and the entrance on the ground floor, and a sign for the hotel added over the entrance. Outdoor seating would be added on the 12th Street NW, 11th Street NW, and Pennsylvania Avenue NW sides of the building. C Street NW would not be reopened to automobile traffic. The Trump Organization said it would remove the ahistoric glass and steel ground floor storefront on the C Street side and expand and renovate the public plaza there by adding outdoor seating and a performance space.[136]

With the lease signed, Ivanka Trump said construction would begin immediately after the building was turned over to The Trump Organization.[134]
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 Tax credit




On November 14, 2016, the National Park Service approved Part 2 of the Trump organization’s application for a tax credit in the amount of 20% of the rehabilitation cost of the building, estimated in the original application at $160 million. The final step would be the filing of Part 3 to collect the tax credit on the actual cost upon the completion of the construction.[141][142]
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 2014 redevelopment




Under the 2008 redevelopment law, Congress had 30 days to disapprove the lease or it would become final.[131][132][133] Anticipating no problems from the legislature, GSA began relocating the existing federal tenants in the Old Post Office Building.[135]

Another major regulatory hurdle was cleared by The Trump Organization in early July 2013. The staff of the National Capital Planning Commission recommended to the agency that it approve the redevelopment plans.[136] The NCPC staff report suggested that GSA and The Trump Organization continue to work on exterior signage designs to ensure they are appropriate.[136] The full commission approved the staff report and gave preliminary approval to the company's building plans. The NCPC asked the organization to return in fall 2013 with final plans.[143]

On August 5, 2013, Congress allowed the lease between GSA and The Trump Organization to go into force.[144] The Washington Business Journal reported that the lease called for a 263-room[145] (another source said 270-room)[118] hotel and for Trump to spend $250 million on renovations.[145] The D.C. Preservation League (the former Don't Tear It Down) said it supported the Trump redevelopment of the site.[118]

The Trump Organization hired the interior design firm of Hirsch Bedner Associates to work on the interior of the Old Post Office Building.[146] The $200 million renovation began on May 1, 2014, with the closure of the clock tower.[147] Changes to the structure's exterior included the removal of the words "OLD POST OFFICE" from the central arch[image: External link] of the building's main entrance and the placement beneath that arch of a bar containing the words "TRUMP INTERNATIONAL HOTEL".[148]
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 Opening of Trump International Hotel





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Opening




The Trump International Hotel opened to paying guests with a "soft opening" on September 12, 2016.[9] The hotel's grand opening was celebrated on October 26, 2016.[149]
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 Reviews




A Vanity Fair review described the hotel as grand on the outside, a complete disaster and "a frightful dump" on the inside.[150] In December 2016, Luxury Travel Intelligence reviewed the Trump Hotel and found major shortcomings in its service and operations. It called the decor "garish", said that it was not suited to the discerning business traveler, and ranked it as the third worst hotel in the world.[151]
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 Restaurant controversy




The Trump Organization initially entered into contracts with chefs José Andrés[image: External link] and Geoffrey Zakarian[image: External link] to open restaurants in the atrium and in the northwest corner of the Organization's planned new hotel. However, both chefs pulled out of the deals after Donald Trump made controversial public comments about Mexicans in June 2015, before the hotel had opened. The ensuing legal disputes were settled in April 2017.[152]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Impacts on Pennsylvania Avenue




For 16 years until 2015, the Sakura Matsuri-Japanese Street Festival, the largest Japanese Cultural Festival[image: External link] in the United States, took place throughout a spring-time day on Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the Old Post Office Pavilion, near the route of the annual Cherry Blossom Parade which traveled along Constitution Avenue[image: External link] during the same day (see National Cherry Blossom Festival[image: External link]).[153][154] However, in 2016 and 2017, the Street Festival's organizers were forced to move their event to a distant location in Washington, D.C.[154][155] The Festival's relocation became necessary after the Trump Organization negotiated a deal with the Government of the District of Columbia[image: External link] that requires a 20 feet (6 m)-wide lane on Pennsylvania Avenue to remain open to the Trump International Hotel's customers and valet parking[image: External link] service except during major events such as presidential inaugural parades[image: External link], thus leaving insufficient space on the Avenue for the festival's activities and for those of other events held near the Pavilion.[154]
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 Clock Tower and bells




The Old Post Office Pavilion is the third-tallest building in Washington, D.C.[19] Its 270-foot-high (82 m) observation deck in the building's 315-foot (96 m) high Clock Tower offers distant views of the city.[113] The tower includes an exhibit depicting the building's long struggle for survival, and a view of the interior workings of the illuminated clock.[19]

Prior to the 2014 renovation, National Park Service[image: External link] rangers provided tours of the Pavilion's Clock Tower.[156] After being stopped for three years during the tower's renovation, the ranger tours resumed in February 2017.[156]

Visitors to the Clock Tower are able to view the Bells of Congress (also known as the Ditchley Bells), which the Whitechapel Bell Foundry[image: External link] cast and are replicas of bells in Westminster Abbey[image: External link].[157] Sir David Wills, who had founded England's Ditchley Foundation[image: External link], donated the bells to the United States in commemoration of the nation's 1976 Bicentennial[image: External link].[157][158] However, the bells were not brought to the United States and installed in the Clock Tower until 1983.[157]

The 10-bell peal consists of bells ranging from 300 to 3,000 pounds (140 to 1,360 kg) and from 2 to 4.5 feet (0.61 to 1.37 m) in diameter.[157] Their composition is 78 percent copper and 22 percent tin.[157] Each bell features the Great Seal of the United States[image: External link], the Great Seal of the Realm[image: External link], and an image of the flower London Pride[image: External link] in relief.[159] Because the tower was not designed to hold bells, the architectural firm of Skidmore, Owings and Merrill[image: External link] and the structural engineering firm Cagley & Associates were hired to modify the tower so that it could accommodate the weight of the bells and the stress of their swings.[28]

The Washington Ringing Society sounds the Bells of Congress every Thursday evening and on special occasions.[157] The official bells of the United States Congress, they are one of the largest sets of change ringing[image: External link] bells in North America.[157]
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 Legal challenges associated with Trump's presidency




After Donald J. Trump was inaugurated as President of the United States, the Trump International Hotel became the focus of legal controversy.[160]
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 Emoluments Clause lawsuits
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 CREW v. Trump




Main article: CREW v. Trump[image: External link]


In January 2017, a lawsuit against Trump was brought by Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington[image: External link] (CREW) and several prominent legal scholars—including Laurence Tribe[image: External link] of Harvard Law School, former White House Special Counsel for Ethics and Government Reform Norman L. Eisen[image: External link], Erwin Chemerinsky[image: External link] of the UC Irvine[image: External link], and Zephyr Teachout[image: External link] of Fordham University.[161][162] The lawsuit argues that Trump is in violation of the Foreign Emoluments Clause[image: External link] of the United States because his hotels, as well as other businesses, are accepting payments from foreign guests.[161] The suit is pending in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York[image: External link].[163]
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 District of Columbia and Maryland v. Trump




Main article: D.C. and Maryland v. Trump[image: External link]


On June 12, 2017, the Attorney General Karl Racine[image: External link] of the District of Columbia and Attorney General Brian Frosh[image: External link] of Maryland[image: External link] filed a joint lawsuit in the United States District Court for the District of Maryland[image: External link] against President Trump alleging both foreign and domestic emoluments clause violations of the United States Constitution[image: External link].[164] Similar to CREW v. Trump, Attorney Generals Racine and Frosh cite The Trump Organization receipt of foreign money at Trump Hotels and other businesses as a violation of the constitution, and that this transaction negatively affects the economy of Washington, D.C. and Maryland, as well as the best interests of the American public.[165]
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 GSA contract




The Trump Organization's lease contract with the U.S. General Services Administration[image: External link], signed in 2013, provides that "no elected official of the government ... shall be admitted to any share or part of this Lease, or to any benefit that may arise therefrom."[160] To date, the GSA has not declared the Trump Organization to be in breach[image: External link] of the lease, "and declined to comment on the status of any negotiations to resolve the apparent breach."[160] However, in a letter to the GSA, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington[image: External link] wrote: "Elected government officials are barred from receiving any benefit under the lease, and now that Mr. Trump has been sworn in today as President of the United States, Trump Old Post Office LLC, a company he largely owns, is in violation of the lease's conflicts-of-interest provision."[160]

Since Trump's election as president, Democrats[image: External link] have taken the position he "must fully divest himself of all financial interests in the lease to be in compliance with the legal agreement."[166] In February 2017, Senators Tom Carper[image: External link] and Claire McCaskill[image: External link] (the Democratic ranking members[image: External link] of the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee[image: External link] and its Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations[image: External link], respectively) wrote a letter to the GSA inspector general[image: External link], writing: "Since President Trump took the oath of office, the Trump Old Post Office, LLC appears to be in breach of the plain language of the lease agreement." They requested an inspector general inquiry.[166]
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 Trump response




The President responded to the emolument clause allegations by outlining a plan where payments from foreign guests would be paid into the U.S. Treasury and to the GSA contract issues by placing his holdings into a trust directed by his children. This plan was criticized by Walter M. Shaub[image: External link], the Director of the U.S. Office of Government Ethics[image: External link], who stated that "the plan does not comport with the tradition of our Presidents over the past 40 years" and was at odds with past practice, since "...every President in modern times has taken the strong medicine of divestiture."[167]
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 See also





	List of United States Post Offices[image: External link]
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Trump Ocean Club International Hotel and Tower






The Trump International Hotel & Tower Panama (formerly Trump Ocean Club or Trump Ocean Club International Hotel and Tower) is a 70-story, 2,500,000 sq ft (230,000 m2), mixed-use waterfront condominium tower development in Panama City[image: External link], Panama[image: External link].

The project was designed by Colombian architects Arias - Serna - Saravia S.A.[2] The building is situated on a beachfront lot with views of the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] and Panama Bay[image: External link], in the area of Punta Pacifica. The building was developed by real estate[image: External link] tycoon Donald Trump of the Trump Organization and Roger Khafif, President of the K Group, a Panama[image: External link] resort developer. The project includes 369 hotel condominium units, 700 condominium units, 1500 parking spaces, retail shops, casino, use of a private beach club on Viveros Island, yacht club and pier, wellness spa, gym, pool deck, meeting and event spaces, and a business center.

The hotel opened on July 6, 2011.[1] On September 21, 2011, it was indicated by Bloomberg.com that Fitch Ratings[image: External link] downgraded $220 million in bonds that Newland International Properties, Corp. is using to finance construction of the Trump International Hotel & Tower in Panama. The downgrade to CCsf from B-sf, resulted from "continued uncertainty over the willingness and ability" of buyers to take possession of apartment units, according to Fitch documents.[3]

In November 2012, Sun International[image: External link] announced plans to open a 75,000-square-foot (7,000 m2) casino at the property with 600 slot machines and 32 table games. The company paid $45.5 million for the rights to the space, and planned to spend another $60 million to develop it for an opening in mid-2014.[4]

Its similar style to the Burj Al Arab[image: External link], a hotel in Dubai[image: External link], United Arab Emirates[image: External link], has been noticed, and court proceedings over the similarities took place.[5][6][7]
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The Trump International Hotel & Tower Panama during construction in 2008.

 








	






	

The Trump Ocean Club construction finished.

 








	






	

The Trump International Hotel and Tower, at the left, is the tallest building in Panama.
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	List of tallest buildings in Panama City[image: External link]

	
Vasco da Gama Tower[image: External link] - similar structure in Lisbon[image: External link], Portugal


	
W Barcelona[image: External link] - a similar-shaped skyscraper in Barcelona[image: External link], Spain


	
Spinnaker Tower[image: External link] - similar structure in Portsmouth[image: External link], United Kingdom





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b c d e "Trump Ocean Club International Hotel & Tower"[image: External link]. Skyscraperpage. Retrieved July 20, 2011.


	
^ "Arias Serna Saravia"[image: External link]. TrumpOceanClub.com. Retrieved November 11, 2013.


	
^ Sabo, Eric (September 21, 2011). "Fitch Downgrades Trump Hotel Builder in Panama, Citing Defaults"[image: External link]. Bloomberg L.P.[image: External link] Retrieved October 2, 2012.


	
^ Trump Ocean Club International Hotel & Tower Panama (November 29, 2012). "Trump Ocean Club International Hotel & Tower Panama announces Sun International as casino operator"[image: External link] (Press release). Retrieved December 4, 2012.


	
^ The International Herald Tribune (21 May 2008). "Trump project in Panama goes to court over talk it copied design of famous Dubai hotel"[image: External link]. Retrieved 8 January 2017.


	
^ Brass, Kevin. "Donald finally comes up trumps in Panama | The National"[image: External link]. Retrieved 8 January 2017.


	
^ "Trump International Hotel and Tower Panama Review"[image: External link]. www.luxurylatinamerica.com. Retrieved 8 January 2017.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official condominium website[image: External link]

	Official hotel website[image: External link]



Coordinates[image: External link]: 8.975556°N 79.507174°W[image: External link]



Categories[image: External link]:

	Residential buildings completed in 2011[image: External link]

	Condo hotels[image: External link]

	Skyscrapers in Panama City[image: External link]

	Hotels in Panama[image: External link]

	Casinos in Panama[image: External link]

	Assets owned by the Trump Organization[image: External link]

	Donald Trump real estate[image: External link]

	Skyscraper hotels[image: External link]

	Residential skyscrapers in Panama City[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 5 June 2017, at 15:24.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Trump Ocean Club International Hotel and Tower: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trump_Ocean_Club_International_Hotel_and_Tower [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Trump_Ocean_Club_International_Hotel_and_Tower [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Specifications

	2 Rivalry with Sapphire Tower

	3 Issues and controversies

	4 See also

	5 References

	6 External links





Trump International Hotel and Tower (Toronto)






Trump International Hotel and Tower, Toronto is a mixed-use skyscraper in Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link], Canada. It was built by Markham[image: External link]-based Talon International Development Inc., which is owned by Val Levitan and Canadian businessman Alex Shnaider[image: External link].

The building and Shnaider have been named as key links in a financial connection between President Trump and the Russian government.[3][4]

It is named for American real estate developer and President of the United States, Donald Trump, a minority shareholder in the project. The tower is located in the Financial District[image: External link], at 311 Bay Street[image: External link], on the southeast corner of Bay and Adelaide streets. Construction began with the removal of the sales centre in September 2007, but the official groundbreaking was on October 12, 2007. The hotel portion of the tower was planned to be completed in late 2011. The tower was projected to be completed in early 2012. The building topped out in early September 2011, and the spire was raised on September 24, 2011. Trump Tower is the third tallest skyscraper in Canada (including spire), the tallest mixed-use building in the city and fourth tallest structure in the city. The hotel opened for business on January 31, 2012, and its grand opening occurred on April 16, 2012.[5] Work on the top of the building continued until completion in July 2012 with the activation of two high intensity aircraft warning lights[image: External link].
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The 65-storey (57 occupiable floors) Trump International Hotel & Tower is 276.9 m (908 ft) tall[6] and is clad with a steel, glass, and stone facade. The building includes 260 luxury hotel rooms and 109 condominiums. The top two floors of the hotel section house a 5,486 m2 (59,050 sq ft) spa[image: External link]. It was built by Zeidler Roberts Partnership and is the tallest mixed-use building in Canada. Floors 2-31 occupies the hotel while 32-57 occupies residential.

Residential suites range in size from 207 m2 (2,230 sq ft), and were designed with upscale fixtures and 3.4 to 4 m (11 to 13 ft) ceilings. Suite prices started at C$[image: External link]1.2 million. There are 4-6 suites per floor. Residents have a separate entrance and elevators from hotel guests.

Builders planned to connect the building to Toronto's underground PATH[image: External link] network, however this plan was dropped because of the high costs associated with tunnelling under the city.[7]

On March 23, 2007, Talon International Development Incorporated of Markham[image: External link] announced that it had reached an agreement with international bank Raiffeisen Zentralbank Österreich AG[image: External link] (RZB) to arrange C$310 million in construction financing for its five-star Trump International Hotel & Tower development.

Lewis Builds Corporation, a construction and development manager in downtown Toronto[image: External link], was the construction manager for this project.

The building was built from a vacant lot (parking) surrounded by Scotia Plaza[image: External link] and the National Club[image: External link].
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Developer Harry Stinson[image: External link] intended to create a friendly rivalry with Trump for the tallest mixed-use building in Canada with the Sapphire Tower[image: External link]. As a result, the initial heights of both projects were revised several times in an attempt to outdo each other, and Stinson's skyscraper would have been 17 metres taller in its last design. However, the Sapphire Tower failed to gain approval of city council and its development company filed for bankruptcy in 2007.[8] At that time, the Trump Tower's design was also scaled back and the height was reduced because of the real estate market slowdown.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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According to the Panama Papers[image: External link], in 2010, Shnaider sold at least half of Midland Group[image: External link]'s ownership in the Zaporizhstal[image: External link] steel mill to buyers financed by Russian state-owned Vnesheconombank[image: External link], who were then themselves acquired by the development bank.[9] Shnaider then used proceeds from the sale to partially meet cost overruns at Trump Tower.[9] Shnaider's lawyer initially told The Wall Street Journal that $15 million from the sale to the Russian bank went into Trump tower, before recanting.[9]

The tower has been controversial since its opening because of lower than expected occupancy rates in the "hotel-condo" portion of the building that led to a legal battle between real estate investors and Talon International Development. As of October 2016, the following units (not including parking spaces) had been sold to investors:[10]



	Ownership of Toronto Trump Tower units (October 2016)



	Owner
	Hotel units
	Residential units



	Talon
	211
	74



	Other investors
	50
	44



	Total
	261
	118




Investors wanted to opt out of purchase agreements because they believe the sales tactics used by Talon regarding financial projections were misleading. The Ontario Securities Commission[image: External link] investigated the matter in 2012 and decided not to take action,[11] but several investors sued Talon, its principals and Trump for various claims, including recovery of their deposits, damages for loss of opportunity and consequential damages[image: External link], negligent misrepresentation[image: External link] and conspiracy[image: External link].[12] Talon counter-sued the investors who did not pay the remaining purchase price by December 13, 2012.[13] In July 2015, the Ontario Superior Court of Justice[image: External link] dismissed two test cases[image: External link], while finding that income estimates for the project were "hypothetical" in nature,[14][15] but the judgment was partially overturned in October 2016 at the Ontario Court of Appeal[image: External link],[14][16] which held that:[17]


	an agreement that had not closed could be rescinded[image: External link]


	for an agreement that had closed, damages against Talon for negligent misrepresentation[image: External link] were available

	Trump, together with two of Talon's principals, could still be sued for other claims that had been improperly dismissed, including oppression[image: External link], collusion[image: External link] and breach of fiduciary duties[image: External link].

	a claim for fraudulent misrepresentation[image: External link] was remitted back to the Superior Court for determination



In 2017 the Supreme Court of Canada[image: External link] rejected the defendants' appeal from the ruling against them by the Ontario Court of Appeal.[18]
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In December 2015, Josh Matlow[image: External link], Toronto City Councillor for Ward 22, created a petition to rename the building, following Donald Trump's remarks during his bid for the Republican Party's 2016 United States presidential nomination, on the possibility of temporarily banning Muslims from entering the United States. Matlow stated that renaming the building would allow Talon International Development to disassociate itself, and by extension, Toronto to disassociate itself, from Trump and his remarks.[19]
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In October 2016, JCF Capital ULC (a private firm that had bought the construction loan on the building) announced that it was seeking court approval under the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act[image: External link] to have the building sold in order to recoup its debt which then totalled $301 million.[10]

The Ontario Superior Court of Justice approved the request to appoint a receiver on November 4, 2016.[20] The court allowed for its auction[21] which took place in March 2017, but no bidders, apart from one stalking horse offer[image: External link], took part.[22]
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Trump International Hotel and Tower (Vancouver)






The Trump International Hotel and Tower Vancouver is a skyscraper[image: External link] in Downtown[image: External link] Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia[image: External link], Canada. The 63-storey, 187.8-metre (616 ft), mixed-use tower is located at 1151 West Georgia Street, and was completed in 2016. The Trump Tower is the second tallest building in the city, after the Shangri-La[image: External link] tower located across West Georgia Street.

The tower, designed by architect Arthur Erickson[image: External link], is triangular[image: External link] in shape, twisting gradually with height up to 45 degrees from bottom to top. The building is described as having a 'hyperbolic paraboloid[image: External link]' form; the design is similar to the Absolute Tower[image: External link] in Mississauga[image: External link] and Turning Torso[image: External link] in Malmö[image: External link], Sweden[image: External link]. The developer, Holborn Group, is aiming for LEED Silver[image: External link] certification for the building. The nine-level derelict building formerly occupying the site was demolished.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




The initial project was cancelled on February 25, 2009. Buyers who purchased luxury condos in the tower received letters informing them of the project's cancellation. On June 1, 2009, Holborn Group president Joo Kim Tiah said his company still wanted to see the plan completed on the prime downtown site — if the City of Vancouver wanted to work with him.[3]

On August 21, 2009, it was announced that the project would definitely resume, possibly as an even taller building (pending approval from the city) while keeping the same design by Arthur Erickson. Work on the project would resume as soon as early 2010, after the Winter Olympics[image: External link] (construction work was not permitted during the Olympics). However, it was not certain as of August 21, 2009, if the Ritz-Carlton "brand" would still remain associated with the project.[4] Developers announced August 27, 2009, that the project will proceed. They are re-proposing the project, requesting a height increase from 182.9 metres (600 ft) to 187.8 metres (616 ft). The proposal called for a higher number of smaller housing units with a more efficient use of floor space while keeping the exterior of the tower aesthetically unchanged (outside of the height increase).[5] The new proposal went through a series of public hearings before Vancouver city council was scheduled to vote on it in November 2009.

The project was finally revitalized in mid-2011 without Ritz-Carlton as the hotelier. The tower was redesigned from 58 to 67 storeys and an additional 2 floors of underground parking. In mid-2012, the new hotel tenant was announced to be Marriott. Excavation recommenced in the spring of 2012, with actual construction work beginning in August. By November 2012, the foundation had been completed and substantial construction had commenced, with half of the first floor of parking being completed.

In 2013 at a local press conference, Holborn Group president Joo Kim Tiah, developer of the site, along with the Trump Organization president Donald Trump, accompanied by his three children Donald Jr[image: External link]., Ivanka, and Eric, unveiled the $360 million Trump International Hotel & Tower Vancouver.

The 63-storey condo and hotel complex opened on February 28, 2017, with Donald Jr. and Eric Trump joined by developer Joo Kim Tiah. The opening was met with public protests and a boycott of the ceremony by Mayor Robertson and other local politicians.[6] The building consists of the Trump Hotel on the first 15 floors, topped by 217 condos on the remaining floors.[7]
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 Hotel




The 147-room Trump Hotel, located on the first 15 floors of the building, will also include a champagne lounge, signature restaurant, 560-square-metre (6,000 sq ft) Trump Spa, and 1,400-square-metre (15,000 sq ft) of meeting and event space. The hotel will also feature Vancouver's first pool bar nightclub.[8]
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On December 15, 2015, Vancouver mayor Gregor Robertson[image: External link] wrote a letter to the developers of the Trump Tower Vancouver to remove Donald Trump's name from the building. Robertson stated that "Trump’s name and brand have no more place on Vancouver’s skyline than his ignorant ideas have in the modern world." A petition to remove the name was also mentioned in the letter, with more than 50,000 residents voicing their concerns. British Columbia Premier Christy Clark[image: External link] agreed with the movement, stating that "Donald Trump doesn’t represent our city."
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Trump Palace Condominiums






Trump Palace Condominiums is a 623 ft (190 m) tall skyscraper[image: External link] at 200 East 69th Street in New York City[image: External link], New York. It was completed in 1991 and has 54 floors. Frank Williams and Associates, headed by architect Frank Williams[image: External link][1] designed the building, which is the 70th tallest in New York City, and the tallest in the Upper East Side[image: External link].[1]
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 History




The property had previously been occupied by the New York Foundling Hospital, which businessman and President of the United States, Donald Trump purchased in 1985. Prior to the sale, community groups had unsuccessfully lobbied city agencies to prevent a high-rise building from being constructed on the site. Construction of the 55-floor Trump Palace began in April 1989, with a planned completion date of 1991, at a cost of $185 million. Community groups had also made an unsuccessful attempt to have the building's 623-foot height decreased, although Trump had initially planned for a larger building to go on the site, and decided against including a five-screen movie theater on the property.[2]

The tower, made of granite[image: External link], was designed by architect Frank Williams[image: External link] to resemble Art Deco buildings of the 1920s and 1930s.[2] The New York Times criticized the building's design and wrote, "Trump Palace makes little effort to fit into its surroundings. It wants to stick out on the skyline like a prima donna."[3] The newspaper wrote that the high-rise, rather than a homage[image: External link] to the architecture of the 1920s and 1930s, was more of a "hangover" from the 1980s: "That is its true period style. And the staggering views from the apartments bring that period deliriously back to life. Gazing out their windows, a visitor comes face to face with the soaring designer skyscrapers of those gilded years, each tower trying to upstage the others like sumptuously costumed guests at a charity ball."[3] Low-rise townhouses are located at the tower's base along with a small plaza[image: External link], both of which were part of a zoning requirement.[3]
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Riverside South, Manhattan






Riverside South is an urban development project in the Lincoln Square[image: External link] neighborhood of the Upper West Side[image: External link] of Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link]. It was originated by six civic associations – Municipal Art Society[image: External link], Natural Resources Defense Council[image: External link], The Parks Council, Regional Plan Association[image: External link], Riverside Park Fund[image: External link], and Westpride – in partnership with real estate developer Donald Trump. The largely residential complex, located on the site of a former New York Central Railroad[image: External link] yard, includes Trump Place and Riverside Center. The $3 billion project is on 57 acres (23 ha) of land along the Hudson River between 59th Street[image: External link] and 72nd Street[image: External link].

Development of the rail yard site generated considerable community opposition. Trump's 1970s-era proposal was opposed and failed to gain traction. In 1982, Lincoln West, a much smaller project, was approved with community support, but the developers failed to obtain financing. Planning for the current project began in the late 1980s. The project was originally designed to include 16 apartment buildings with a maximum of 5,700 residential units, 1,800,000 square feet (170,000 m2) of studio space, 300,000 square feet (30,000 m2) of office space, ancillary retail space, and a 25-acre (10 ha) waterfront park.

Trump sold Riverside South to investors from Hong Kong and China, who began construction in 1997. In 2005, the investors sold the remaining unfinished portions to the Carlyle Group[image: External link] and the Extell Development Company[image: External link].





TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 60th Street Rail Yard




The land for the development was formerly a rail freight yard owned by the New York Central Railroad[image: External link], located between 59th and 72nd streets. By 1849 an embankment[image: External link] near West End Avenue, with a span over a tidal lagoon[image: External link], carried the Hudson River Railroad, later part of New York Central. At the time the current site of Riverside South was still underwater.[2] By 1880, what had been river was transformed by landfill into the New York Central Railroad’s vast 60th Street Yard.[2][3]

New York Central's rail track north of 72nd Street was covered in the 1930s in a Robert Moses[image: External link] project, part of a vast "West Side Improvement[image: External link]" which separated rail lines from surface traffic throughout the length of the West Side.[4][5]:696–698 The Moses project was bigger than Hoover Dam[image: External link] and created the Henry Hudson Parkway[image: External link]. It also created Riverside Park[image: External link] in such a way that the park and road look like they are set on a natural slope.[5]:698–700

Until the 1970s, the rail yard area was generally industrial.[2] The area was home to a printing plant for The New York Times between 1959 and 1975,[6] as well as ABC television studios. At the same time, public housing extended to West End Avenue (across the street from the printing plant and the TV studios), and the Lincoln Towers[image: External link] redevelopment project extended to the rail yard boundary along Freedom Place. In 1962, the railroad proposed a partnership with the Amalgamated Lithographers Union[image: External link] to build a mixed-use development[image: External link] with 5,300 apartments, Litho City, on a platform over the tracks, with landfill in the Hudson River added for parks and docking facilities.[7] Litho City was conceived as the centerpiece of a grandiose "master plan" for the entire Lincoln Square area.[8] In the late 1960s, there were various proposals by the city's Educational Construction Fund for mixed residential and school projects, also partly on landfill.[9]

New York Central merged with the Pennsylvania Railroad[image: External link] to form Penn Central[image: External link] in 1968 as the rail lines were suffering severe financial difficulties that would ultimately lead to the demise of both. (The rail yard was known as the "Penn Yards" even though Penn Central only owned it for a brief period.) The railroad finally went bankrupt in 1971, and the use was discontinued.[9]
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 Early planning and Lincoln West




After Penn Central's bankruptcy, real estate developer Donald Trump first optioned the property for $10 million in 1974.[10] His proposal for 12,450 apartments depended on public financing, which never materialized.[11][12] One version had a relocated highway and a pseudo-park.[13][14]

The Macri[image: External link] Group, an Argentine company, bought the property in partnership with investor Abe Hirschfeld[image: External link] in 1979, and in 1982, for the first time, a redevelopment plan was approved for the site – a 7,300,000-square-foot (680,000 m2), largely residential project named Lincoln West.[15][16] However, the development team was unable to obtain financing, and the project died. Subsequently, in January 1985, Trump bought the rights of the Macri Group for $95 million.[17][18]
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 Television City




Trump proposed building a vast complex he called Television City, featuring headquarters for NBC along with television studios. The plan involved 15,500,000 square feet (1,440,000 m2) of residential, retail, office, and studio construction, including 7,600 residential units, a parking garage, a shopping mall, a hotel, and other spaces. The centerpiece of the project, designed by Helmut Jahn[image: External link], was to be a 150- to 152-story tower, dubbed the "World's Tallest Building."[19][20] However, since the new plan was more than twice the size of the previously approved project, Television City generated fierce opposition.[21] One year later, the project was redesigned by Alexander Cooper[image: External link] and downsized slightly to 14,500,000 square feet (1,350,000 m2), but that failed to satisfy critics.[22] NBC, fearing delays, eventually decided to continue broadcasting from Rockefeller Center[image: External link].[23] Trump then removed the studio space in favor of open space, added office buildings, and renamed the project Trump City.[24]
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 Riverside South plan




In 1989, six civic organizations proposed an alternative plan devised by Daniel Gutman, an environmental planner, and Paul Willen, an architect.[25] Known as Riverside South, this civic alternative was a largely residential project of 7,300,000 square feet (680,000 m2), the previously approved floor area, based on relocating, and partially burying the West Side Highway[image: External link] to make room for a 23-acre (9.3 ha) expansion of Riverside Park, mirroring the design of Riverside Park further north.[26] To create the park, Trump City's proposed shopping mall would be removed and the elevated West Side Highway would be relocated eastward to grade and buried. A new Riverside Boulevard[image: External link] would curve above the relocated highway, with the park sloping down toward the river.[27] Hobbled by his weak financial position, Trump acquiesced and formed a partnership with his critics, formally the Riverside South Planning Corporation (RSPC).[28]

With a master plan by Skidmore, Owings & Merrill[image: External link],[12][29] the RSPC compromise project was approved in 1992 without the television studios and office space that Trump had substituted for some of the residential space.[30] The final project size was 6,100,000 square feet (570,000 m2) with 1,800,000 square feet (170,000 m2) of television studios still possible on the two southern blocks. Aside from a major new park, the community was promised a significant enhancement to Freedom Place, an existing four-block street behind a Lincoln Towers[image: External link] parking garage, including a monument to replace a plaque commemorating the three civil rights workers who were killed in Mississippi[image: External link] in 1964.[31]

Early on, the project faced opposition for being larger than the previously approved Lincoln West, for increasing traffic on West End Avenue and crowding at the 72nd Street[image: External link] subway[image: External link] station, for including no affordable housing, and because of its association with Trump.[32] Minor objections included potentially blocking all of the westward-facing windows of the Chatsworth, a preexisting apartment building on 72nd Street,[33][34] as well as views from Lincoln Towers. In addition, residents of 71st Street objected to the extension of their street to Riverside Boulevard, thereby making their cul-de-sac[image: External link] into a through street.[33]

The 71st Street problem was easily solved by placing bollards between the existing cul-de-sac and a new mirror-image cul-de-sac on Riverside South property. Most of the major issues were resolved during the approval process. Trump agreed to slightly reduce the overall project size, to partially fund an expansion of the subway station, to a guarantee the affordability of a minimum of 12% of the dwelling units, and that the development would pay for construction and maintenance of the new public park.[12][35] However, some people still strongly opposed the project, with U.S. Representative Jerry Nadler[image: External link] saying that the public park would be a $10,000,000-per-acre ($25,000,000/ha) "private backyard for the people who live in these buildings."[36]
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 Construction
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 Start of construction




With Chase Manhattan Bank demanding repayment, Trump gave controlling interest of the project to the consortium of Hong Kong- and China[image: External link]-based investors, Polylinks, in June 1994. The Hong Kong and China consortium Polylinks International Ltd., represented by real estate broker Susan Cara, paid $82 million to Chase to obtain the property, after renegotiating both Trump's business and personal debt down from $300 million.[10] This joint venture finally put in motion the largest private development project in New York City history. Trump remained as the public face of the group, as he has on many other projects, but he lost control.[37] Due to the weak economy, as well as significant community opposition, construction was delayed for several years as lawsuits were resolved and the new investors sought public financing or mortgage insurance.[38][39]

The development was delayed repeatedly, with the first building originally slated to start construction in 1995, then in October 1996, and finally in January 1997.[36] With improvement in the development climate, the new investors began construction in 1997, placing the name "Trump Place" in large letters on three buildings. Although Trump ceased his active involvement in the development in 2001, he retained his 30% limited partnership.[40]

Despite Trump's reputation for quality, the Buildings Department discovered in November 1997 that defective concrete had been used in the capitals of columns supporting the fifth floor of 300 Riverside Boulevard, which had been built to 20 stories high by then.[41] Fearing that the planned 46-story structure might collapse if the building rose by even 10 more stories, the City halted construction.[42][43] Work on 300 Riverside Boulevard resumed in early 1998 after the defective concrete was torn out and new concrete was poured.[44]
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One of the key components of Riverside South is relocating the West Side Highway[image: External link] eastward from a viaduct to a rail-yard-grade-level tunnel between approximately West 70th Street and West 61st Street to facilitate a southward expansion of Riverside Park[image: External link].[45] The current viaduct between 72nd[image: External link] and 59th[image: External link] Streets is the only remaining section of the West Side Elevated Highway[image: External link] that once ran to the southern tip of Manhattan. The highway closed in 1973 when part of the 1920s- and 1930s-era elevated highway collapsed at 14th Street. Below 34th Street, the proposed replacement, an interstate highway in new landfill known as Westway[image: External link], was defeated, so in 1988, the state settled on an at-grade boulevard up to 57th Street flanked by a new Hudson River Park[image: External link].[46]

Robert Moses had proposed relocating the highway between 59th and 72nd streets to grade to facilitate an extension of Riverside Park[image: External link].[47] But the state rejected that proposal because of the presumed negative effect on development opportunities and because it would violate the Blumenthal Amendment, which prohibited any highway construction that would alter Riverside Park.[48] In 1976, Donald Trump seized on Robert Moses' proposal as a way to enhance his development plans,[13] negating one of State DOT's objections. But cost was still an issue. While the state owned an easement through the site, neither the state nor the city (nor Trump, at that point) owned the land. Although the City could have acquired the land in the 1970s from the bankrupt Penn Central, the City was near bankruptcy itself[image: External link], and consequently preferred to keep the site in private hands to forestall demands for public expenditure.[14] Trump's proposed 12,000-unit residential development went nowhere. So the state proposed to reconstruct the viaduct through the rail yard site.[49]

With city approval in 1992 of the Riverside South plan, Trump agreed to turn over the land for both the park and the highway relocation. He also agreed to create a public park with private funds. But opponents maintained that any complementary public funding to bury the road would benefit only the developer. And the new mayor and governor scuttled preparations for relocating the highway because, they argued, relocation would effectively waste the public funds used for the viaduct renovation, which had already begun.[36][50] Other opponents were upset by the decision to close the West Side Highway northbound entrance and exit ramps at 72nd Street and fought to deny the highway project any funding, thinking that they could thereby scuttle the entire development.[51]

Nevertheless, planning proceeded, albeit in fits and starts. Approved by the Federal Highway Administration in 2001,[52] the highway plan called for relocating the elevated highway to the grade of the rail yard east of the present alignment, constructing supports for Riverside Boulevard in the form of a tunnel enclosing the highway's northbound lanes, with the park beginning above an adjacent tunnel enclosing the southbound lanes and continuing on a slope down to the waterfront. The exit ramp was subsequently closed and, in June 2006, the developer began construction of the northbound tunnel between 61st and 65th Streets.[53][54] However, the tunnel remains unfinished.
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 Opening and new developers




The project was jointly developed by the Trump Organization and Hudson Waterfront Associates, representing the Hong Kong investors.[55]

In 2005, the Chinese investors sold the project, excluding the finished condominiums, to the Carlyle Group[image: External link] and the Extell Development Company[image: External link].[56] Contending that the sale for $1.76 billion was little more than half what the property was worth, Trump sued his partners,[10] but lost.[55] Carlyle and Extell then sold the three apartment buildings with rental units to another company called Equity Residential[image: External link].[57]

In late 2008, Extell proposed a 2,900,000-square-foot (270,000 m2), largely residential project on the southern two blocks (59th to 61st Streets) to complete the development (up from 2,400,000 square feet (220,000 m2) – the 1,800,000 square feet (170,000 m2) of studio space plus 600,000 square feet (56,000 m2) of residential space already approved). The Extell project, known as Riverside Center, was approved by the City Council in 2010.[58]
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The second phase of Riverside South was completed when the housing market improved. Extell completed three buildings: The Avery (100 Riverside Boulevard), a 32-floor, 274-unit tower; The Rushmore (80 Riverside Boulevard), a group of 43-story towers that share sixteen lower floors and contain a combined 289 units; and The Aldyn (60 Riverside Boulevard), a 40-floor condominium buildings. The Riverside Center buildings were approved in November 2010.[59]

Overall, the project consists of 19 apartment buildings, condominiums, and lease properties. As of 2012, the buildings housed a combined 8,000 people; the area was collectively called "Riverside Boulevard" after its main street, or "The Strip" after its long, narrow shape. Six more towers with a combined 3,000 units, as well as a school, a hotel, retail and restaurant space, and space for a movie theater, had yet to be completed. A 3.4-acre (1.4 ha) park between the buildings was in the planning stages.[57] Most living units in Riverside South are high-end housing, costing at least $2,000 per square foot (22,000/m2).[57] Per-foot real estate prices for Riverside South housing rose 66% from 2004 to 2014, compared with a 43% increase in real estate on the Upper West Side overall.[56] For instance, baseball player Alex Rodriguez[image: External link] bought a 39th-floor Rushmore condominium for $5.5 million in March 2011, then sold it for $8 million in January 2012.[57]

At the same time, 12% to 20% of the units will be designated as affordable[image: External link], as required by the City Planning Commission approval of the project.[60] However, some buildings in the development, such as One Riverside Park[image: External link], came under controversy in 2013 for having separate entrances for affordable-housing residents,[61][62] despite the legality of such "poor doors" in mixed-housing buildings.[63]

As of November 2014, the last two Riverside South projects were being completed; these projects were the off-centered, 362-unit One West End condominium building, as well as a glass-and-masonry, 616-unit rental building at 21 West End Avenue. The former was slated to have 116 affordable units, while the latter would have 127 affordable units. These two buildings were being built in conjunction with a 700-seat public school and retail spaces, as well as a possible "European-style food market and restaurant". The project's developers, Extell and Carlyle, were planning to sell the remaining three building lots to a Boston[image: External link]-based company, General Investment and Development Companies.[56] In the same year, Collegiate School[image: External link] announced plans to build a new 10-story campus building at 301 Freedom Place South.[64]

After the 2016 presidential election, petitions from current residents led the owner of the three buildings at 140, 160, and 180 Riverside Boulevard to remove the name "Trump Place" from the facades. Residents cited Trump's offensive behavior during the U.S. 2016 presidential campaign.[65][66]
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 Parks




The new 25-acre (10 ha) Riverside Park South extends Riverside Park[image: External link].[26] Phase 1, a 7-acre (2.8 ha) section from 72nd to 68th Streets, was opened in April 2001. Pier I at 70th Street, part of the railyard, was rebuilt; it maintains its original length of 795 feet (242 m), but is narrower than originally, at 55 feet (17 m).[67] Phase 2 comprises a waterfront section from 70th Street to 65th Street. Phase 2, opened in June 2003, has two plazas at 66th and 68th Streets, as well as a jagged waterfront. Phase 3, opened in August 2006, stretches from 65th Street to 62nd Street on the waterfront. Phase 4 opened in 2007 along the waterfront from 62nd to 57th Streets.[68] A new mixed-use bikeway and walkway was also built through the park, linking Hudson River Park with Riverside Park.[69]

The design of Phases 5 and 6, located between the current and future highway alignments, is partly tied to the fate of the highway relocation, the timing of which is still uncertain.[53] The city plans to expand the park with new baseball and soccer fields, bikeways, lawns, picnic areas, and restrooms. To further that plan, the Parks Department has approved a design for the last two sections; construction will start in 2017.[70] Relocating the highway will require some reconstruction of the park.[71]

The park contains site-specific sculptures[image: External link], railway ruins, gardens, a waterfront promenade[image: External link], and a walkway.[72] Portions of the former rail yard, such as the New York Central Railroad 69th Street Transfer Bridge[image: External link], were incorporated into the new park.[1][68][69] The transfer bridge was listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] in 2003.[73] Nearly a dozen rail yard ruins, such as a burnt warehouse frame, were ultimately integrated into the park.[69] As a reminder of the location's history, New York Central Railroad logos are engraved onto park benches.[69] A block away, on West End Avenue, a privately owned park has a remnant of a stone wall, as a remaining part of the embankment that dated to 1847. Construction workers had unearthed the stones during construction in 1994; some stones were salvaged for the new park during the four-day construction hiatus for archaeological excavation.[2]
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 Other structures




Manhattan Community Board 7[image: External link] members blamed Trump for failing to build the proposed enhancement and monument at Freedom Place. However, the Riverside South Planning Corporation said that the Freedom Place plan was merely a concept for an arts program that was not included in the final project.[31]

As a continuation in spirit of the current Freedom Place, Riverside South created a Freedom Place South running southward from 64th Street to 59th Street, where the historic, full-block IRT Powerhouse[image: External link] and Riverside Center building are located.[74] Adjacent to the Powerhouse, and visible from Freedom Place South, is a new tetrahedron[image: External link]-shaped building at 625 West 57th Street, also known as VIA 57 West[image: External link].[75]
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General Motors Building (Manhattan)






The General Motors Building is a 50- story[image: External link], 705 ft (215 m) office tower at 767 Fifth Avenue in Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link]. The building, which is bound by Fifth Avenue[image: External link] and Madison Avenue[image: External link] between 59th Street[image: External link] and 58th Street, is one of the few structures in Manhattan to occupy a full city block[image: External link]. With 1,774,000 net leasable square feet,[2] the tower sits on the site of the former Savoy-Plaza Hotel[image: External link] and affords views of Central Park. It was designed in the international style[image: External link] by Edward Durell Stone & Associates[image: External link] with Emery Roth & Sons[image: External link] and completed in 1968.

Currently owned by a joint venture of Boston Properties[image: External link], Zhang Xin[image: External link], and the Safra banking family[image: External link], the GM Building remains one of New York's most recognized and expensive office properties. Rents typically exceed $100 per square foot; a 2013 transaction among minority owners valued the building around $3.4 billion.[3]
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The building was built and developed by Cecilia Benattar, President and Chief Executive Officer of the North American holdings of the vast British holding company London Merchant Securities PLC.
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 Design




Its design was completed the same year the 1964 New York World's Fair[image: External link] opened. Construction began after demolition of the Savoy-Plaza[image: External link] in 1965, and was completed in 1968. The façade is an expression of unbroken verticality in "glistening white Georgia marble"[4] and sheets of glass. Both architectural firms were prolific skyscraper designers contributing to much of Manhattan's urban fabric; however, the property has been more attractive as a piece of real estate and as a home to its corporate tenants than it has to architecture critics. Paul Goldberger and Ada Louise Huxtable[image: External link] both wrote negative critical reviews of the building[5][6] and even the first edition of the AIA Guide to New York City (1968), an unabashed apology for International Modernism, noted, "The hue and cry over the new behemoth was based, not on architecture but, rather, first on the loss of the hotel's[note 1] elegant shopping amenities in favor of automobile salesmanship[image: External link] (an auto showroom is particularly galling at the spot in New York most likely to honor the pedestrian)."[7]
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 Post-GM




In 1998, Conseco[image: External link] and Donald Trump purchased the General Motors Building for $878 million from Corporate Property Investors[image: External link].[8][9][10] Trump raised the controversial sunken plaza where few pedestrians had ventured, which had been criticized by Huxtable, and installed his name in four-foot gold letters.[11]

The building was home to CBS's The Early Show[image: External link] from 1999 to 2012.

In 2003, Trump and partners sold the building for $1.4 billion, the highest price yet paid for a North American office building, to Macklowe Organization[image: External link].[12][13]

In February 2008, due to a credit crisis among lenders, the Macklowe Organization put the GM Building on the market. It sold in May for an estimated $2.8 billion to a joint venture between Boston Properties, Goldman Sachs Real Estate Opportunities Fund (backed by funds from Kuwait and Qatar), and Meraas Capital (a Dubai-based real estate private equity firm). It was the largest single-asset transaction of 2008.

Its street-level lobby originally featured a showroom for General Motors[image: External link] vehicles. Then, until 2015 the lobby was FAO Schwarz[image: External link]'s flagship toy store, which was featured in the film Big[image: External link] and which won an award for its lighting in 2005.[14]

Also in the building is the flagship Apple Store[image: External link], whose entrance is a 32 ft (9.8 m) glass cube that has been likened to the Louvre Pyramid[image: External link][15] and which allows a descent into the store via glass elevator and spiral staircase. This addition was designed by Apple and the firm of Bohlin Cywinski Jackson[image: External link].[16] Other prominent tenants of the General Motors Building include Estée Lauder Companies[image: External link], Corning Incorporated[image: External link], international sports, entertainment & media giant IMG[image: External link], the hedge fund York Capital Management, the holding company Icahn Enterprises[image: External link], and the law firm of Weil, Gotshal & Manges[image: External link].
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	List of tallest buildings in New York City[image: External link]

	List of tallest buildings in the United States[image: External link]
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 Footnotes






	
^ The site had contained the Savoy Hotel[image: External link], with a limestone ground-floor façade and Beaux-Arts classical style[image: External link] that completed the former architectural unity of the Grand Army Plaza.
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Grand Hyatt New York






The Grand Hyatt New York is a hotel located directly east of the Grand Central Terminal[image: External link] in Midtown Manhattan, New York City[image: External link]. It was originally built and opened on January 28, 1919, as The Commodore Hotel. In 1980, Donald Trump modernized the outside of the building and renovated the inside as part of his first construction project in Manhattan[image: External link].
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 Commodore Hotel




The Commodore Hotel was constructed by the Bowman-Biltmore Hotels[image: External link] group. The structure itself was developed as part of Terminal City, a complex of palatial hotels and offices connected to Grand Central Terminal[image: External link] and all owned by the New York State Realty and Terminal Company (NYSRTC), a division of the New York Central Railroad[image: External link] (NYCRR). The Commodore was named after "Commodore" Cornelius Vanderbilt[image: External link], the founder of NYCRR; a statue of Vanderbilt is located outside the hotel. The Commodore was designed by Warren & Wetmore[image: External link] and leased by the NYSRTC to the Bowman-Biltmore Hotels Corporation, of which John McEntee Bowman was president.[1]

The Commodore opened on January 28, 1919. Herbert R. Stone, of NYSRTC, oversaw the decor of its 2,000 rooms. The lobby, called the "Most Beautiful Lobby in The World," was the single largest room in the hotel, with modern low ceilings and a waterfall designed by John B. Smeraldi. A group of conventioneers once told Bowman that "New York City was like a circus," so the next day Bowman, ever a showman, arranged to place a circus, complete with elephants, in the grand ballroom. Another popular spot was the Century Room, which boasted its own orchestra. The Commodore shared a parking garage with its sister hotel, the New York Biltmore Hotel[image: External link], which had been Bowman-Biltmore's first hotel investment.[1] Another Terminal City property – The Roosevelt Hotel[image: External link], originally a United Hotel asset – merged with Bowman-Biltmore Corporation on March 4, 1929, giving Terminal City access to all railroad passenger traffic in and out of New York City. One notable person to have stayed at The Commodore was Albert Einstein[image: External link], who stayed at the hotel for a few weeks in April of 1921 during his tour of the east coast of the US promoting the creation of Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

The Commodore was successful for decades, and in June 1967, NYCRR – which by then was running the hotel through a division called Realty Hotels – upgraded the Commodore with a 3.4 million-dollar refurbishment. On May 10, 1972, while John R. Garside was the hotel's general manager, the Commodore became the first hotel in New York City to show in-room movies through Player Cinema Systems. By the late 1970s, both the railroad line (now called Penn Central[image: External link]) and the hotel had become less successful. On May 11, 1977, the now-bankrupt railroad's asset manager, Victor Palmieri, told the city that the Commodore had lost $1.5 million in 1976 and might have to be shuttered. At that point, the Trump Organization[image: External link], partnered with the Hyatt Corporation[image: External link], bought the Commodore.[2][3]
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 Grand Hyatt New York




The Trump Organization rebuilt the hotel, at a cost of $100 million, gutting the first few floors down to their steel frame (although the same basic layout of public rooms was retained) and the entire building was transformed with a new reflective glass facade placed over the top of the existing masonry exterior. The work was done by the firm of Gruzen Samton,[2] with architect Der Scutt, who would later design Trump Tower, serving as design consultant.[4] The only portion of the hotel's decor left untouched was the foyer to the grand ballroom, with its neoclassical columns and plasterwork. The hotel re-opened on September 25, 1980,[5] as the Grand Hyatt New York, with Governor Hugh Carey[image: External link] and Mayor Ed Koch[image: External link] in attendance.

In 1989, New York State officials ordered the hotel to pay New York City $2.9 million in rent that had been withheld by the hotel in 1986 due to "unusual" accounting changes approved by Donald Trump.[6] An investigation by New York City auditors noted that the hotel was missing basic financial records and found that the hotel was using procedures that violated Generally Accepted Accounting Principles[image: External link].

The Trump/Hyatt partnership eventually collapsed, with Trump filing a civil racketeering suit against Hyatt owner Jay Pritzker[image: External link] on July 28, 1993, alleging that Hyatt had used improper accounting practices, in order to force Trump out of the partnership with Hyatt, which restricted the chain from operating any other convention hotel in New York City.[7] The Pritzkers countersued on March 28, 1994, alleging that Trump had violated their partnership by failing to remain solvent, using his share in the hotel as collateral for bank loans, and refusing to cover his share of the cost of necessary repairs.[8] The much-needed renovation of the hotel finally began on April 8, 1996 and continued through that August.[9] Finally, on October 7, 1996, the Pritzkers bought out Trump's half-share in the hotel for $142 million, ending the partnership.[3][10]

The hotel won the 2007 and 2008 Corporate and Incentive Travel magazine "Award of Excellence." It was completely renovated in 2011, at a cost of $130 million, at which point the 1980s modern interiors were removed.[11] The renovation was made more complicated by the structure's 1919 origins, including 138 different guest room configurations.
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Plaza Hotel






For other uses, see Plaza Hotel (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 40.764712°N 73.974574°W[image: External link]

The Plaza Hotel, located in the Midtown Manhattan neighborhood of the borough[image: External link] of Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], is a landmark[image: External link] 20-story luxury hotel[image: External link] and condominium apartment building, owned by an Indian conglomerate, Sahara India Pariwar[image: External link].
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With a height of 250  ft[image: External link] (76  m[image: External link]) and a length of 400 ft (120 m), the hotel occupies the west side of Grand Army Plaza[image: External link], from which it derives its name, and extends along Central Park South[image: External link] in Manhattan. Fifth Avenue[image: External link] extends along the east side of Grand Army Plaza. The Plaza Hotel is recognized as a Historic Hotel of America by the National Trust for Historic Preservation.[3][4]
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 Description
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 Grand Army Plaza




The hotel's main entrance at 768 Fifth Avenue faces the southern portion of Grand Army Plaza[image: External link], which commemorates the Union Army in the Civil War[image: External link], whence its eponymous predecessor derived its name.[5][citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Facilities




See also: Oak Room (Plaza Hotel)[image: External link]


The Plaza Hotel offers its guests and residences many services including a butler on every floor, baby-sitting and concierges, a shopping mall, the Palm Court under the restored stained glass ceiling, the Champagne Bar located in the hotel lobby with views of Grand Army Plaza, the Edwardian Room, the Terrace Room, the Rose Club, the Grand Ball Room, The Plaza Food Hall and The Todd English Food Hall Restaurant and Marketplace, as well as meeting rooms and conference rooms. The Grand Ballroom, Terrace Room and meeting spaces are currently managed by CPS Events, a joint venture between Delaware North Companies[image: External link] and the high end caterer Great Performances. The Oak Room[image: External link], now closed, was another restaurant in the Plaza.
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 History




The Plaza Hotel is the second hotel of that name on the site. The French Renaissance[image: External link] château[image: External link]-style building was designed by Henry Janeway Hardenbergh[image: External link] and opened to the public on October 1, 1907. At the time, it cost $12.5 million to construct. When the hotel opened, a room at the Plaza Hotel was only $2.50 per night, the equivalent of $64.26 today. The same room costs over $1,000 per night today.[6]

Alphonse Salamone[image: External link] joined the hotel in 1947, although later left to accept a position in San Juan at the Caribe Hilton. He returned the hotel and helped it out of hardship during the 1960s.[7] The Plaza Hotel was accorded landmark status by the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission[image: External link] in 1969; it was designated a National Historic Landmark[image: External link] (NHL) in 1986.[2][8]

The hotel offers tours of its interior to the public.
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 Famous uses




Long the site for famous performers and guests, it has also been the meeting place for important political meetings. The nationally known singers Josephine Baker[image: External link], Eartha Kitt[image: External link], Liza Minnelli[image: External link], Marlene Dietrich[image: External link], Lena Horne[image: External link], Kay Thompson[image: External link], Sandler and Young[image: External link], Ethel Merman[image: External link], Shirley Bassey[image: External link], Andy Williams[image: External link], The Mills Brothers[image: External link], Patti Page[image: External link] and Peggy Lee[image: External link] played the Persian Room. Miles Davis[image: External link] recorded a live album in the Persian Room in 1958.

Unaccompanied ladies were not permitted in the Oak Room bar; women favored the Palm Court[image: External link] for luncheons and tea.

In September 1985, ministers of developed countries met at the Plaza Hotel to consult on finance issues and affirmed their agreement by signing the Plaza Accord[image: External link]. It served as an agreement among the finance ministers of the United States, Japan, West Germany, France and Britain to bring down the price of the U.S. dollar against their currencies.

The Beatles[image: External link] stayed at the Plaza Hotel during their first visit to the United States in February 1964.[6]

On November 28, 1966, in honor of the publisher Katharine Graham[image: External link], the writer Truman Capote[image: External link] hosted his acclaimed "Black and White Ball[image: External link]" in the Grand Ballroom[image: External link]. The ballroom was also the site, in 1993, of Donald Trump's wedding to Marla Maples in front of 1,500 guests.[9]
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 Ownership changes and renovations




Conrad Hilton[image: External link] bought the Plaza Hotel for $7.4 million in 1943 (equivalent of $102 million today) and spent $6 million (equivalent of $83 million today) refurbishing it. The Childs Company[image: External link], a national restaurant chain which partnered in the development of the neighboring Savoy-Plaza Hotel[image: External link],[10] (now the site of the General Motors Building), purchased the Plaza Hotel in 1955 for $6.2 million in stock (equivalent of $56.6 million today).[11] Childs, later named Sonesta International Hotels,[12] sold the Plaza to Western International Hotels (later Westin Hotels[image: External link]) in 1975 for $25 million (equivalent of $112 million today).[13]

Donald Trump bought the Plaza Hotel for $407.5 million in 1988 (equivalent of $824 million today). Trump commented on his purchase in a full-page open letter in The New York Times: "I haven't purchased a building, I have purchased a masterpiece – the Mona Lisa[image: External link]. For the first time in my life, I have knowingly made a deal that was not economic – for I can never justify the price I paid, no matter how successful the Plaza becomes." Trump installed his wife, Ivana Trump as the hotel's president.[14] After $50 million in renovations, the hotel was earning a healthy operating income[image: External link], but not enough to make the payments on its heavy debt load.[15] Trump made plans to pay off the hotel's debt by selling off many of its units as condominiums.[16] A deal was instead reached for the Plaza's creditors, a group of banks led by Citibank[image: External link], to take a 49 percent stake in the hotel in exchange for forgiveness of $250 million in debt and an interest rate reduction.[17] The agreement was submitted as a prepackaged bankruptcy[image: External link] in November 1992.[18]

In 1995, CDL Hotels International and Saudi prince Al-Waleed bin Talal[image: External link] purchased a controlling stake in the Plaza in a deal that valued it at $325 million (equivalent of $511 million today).[19]

The hotel was sold in 2004 for $675 million (equivalent of $856 million today) to Israeli-owned Manhattan-based developer, El Ad Properties[image: External link].[20] El Ad bought the hotel with plans of adding residential and commercial sections. Since the Plaza Hotel is a New York landmark, Tishman Construction Corporation, the construction management company hired to complete the renovations and conversions, had to comply with landmark regulations.[21] El Ad temporarily closed the Plaza Hotel on April 30, 2005, for extensive renovations.[22] Beginning May 2005, the Plaza Hotel's contents were available to the public via a liquidation sale.

The hotel reopened on March 1, 2008,[23] offering 282 hotel rooms and 152 private condominium units; it is managed by Fairmont Hotels and Resorts[image: External link]. Diamond retailer Lev Leviev[image: External link] put in the first bid for a Plaza apartment at $10 million. Most of the condominium units are usually empty, used as pieds-à-terre[image: External link] by their wealthy owners.[24]

In November 2008 the Plaza Hotel unveiled its retail collection, an underground mall featuring luxury brands such as Vertu[image: External link] and Demel Bakery[image: External link] (closed as of March 2010), an Austrian-owned business. In 2010 the Plaza Food Hall opened in the underground mall, anchored by The Todd English Food Hall in collaboration with Chef Todd English[image: External link].[25]

On July 31, 2012, India's business group Sahara India Pariwar[image: External link] agreed to buy a 75 percent controlling stake for $570 million from El Ad Properties.[26] The stake includes 100 of the Plaza's 150 hotel-condominium units and a retail portion that includes The Oak Room bar.[27]

In August 2014, Sahara's Subrata Roy[image: External link] announced he was seeking a buyer for his company's majority stake in the Plaza, along with similar stakes in the Dream Hotel in New York and the Grosvenor House Hotel[image: External link] in London. A $4 billion price tag was placed on the Plaza stake. Speculation that Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah[image: External link] of Brunei[image: External link] would be the buyer was quashed by the sultan. The hotel continues to be owned by Sahara India Pariwar.[27]
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 In popular culture




Literature




	It was the setting for Kay Thompson[image: External link]'s series of Eloise[image: External link] children's books published in the 1950s, about a young girl who lived at the hotel.

	The novel Anonymous Rex[image: External link] has the main character, Vincent Rubio, checking into the hotel at great expense after threatening the front desk clerk.

	
F. Scott Fitzgerald[image: External link]'s 1925 novel The Great Gatsby[image: External link] features the characters Nick Carraway and Jordan Baker having a conversation in the tea garden at the Plaza Hotel. Another scene in the novel features a confrontation between title character Jay Gatsby[image: External link] and Tom Buchanan in a suite at the Plaza Hotel.

	It was one of the main settings in the series The Princess Diaries[image: External link] by Meg Cabot[image: External link]; it was where Mia's grandmother (or grand-mère) stayed.

	It was a base camp used by the demigods in The Last Olympian[image: External link] in Rick Riordan[image: External link]'s Percy Jackson[image: External link] series (2009); the Pomona statue appears.





Films




	
Eloise (1956) starring Evelyn Rudie[image: External link] as Eloise, the child who lived "on the top floor", with cameo appearances[image: External link] by Conrad Hilton[image: External link] and Eloise author Kay Thompson[image: External link].

	
North by Northwest[image: External link] (1959)

	
Barefoot in the Park[image: External link] (1967)

	
Funny Girl[image: External link] (1968)

	
Plaza Suite[image: External link] (1971)

	
The Way We Were[image: External link] (1973)

	
Love at First Bite[image: External link] (1979)

	
Arthur[image: External link] (1981)

	
They All Laughed[image: External link] (1981)

	
The Cotton Club[image: External link] (1984)

	
Brewster's Millions[image: External link] (1985)

	"Bride Wars[image: External link]" (2009)

	
"Crocodile" Dundee[image: External link] (1986)

	
Big Business[image: External link] (1988)

	
"Crocodile" Dundee II[image: External link] (1988)

	
King of New York[image: External link] (1990)

	
Scent of a Woman[image: External link] (1991)

	In Home Alone 2: Lost in New York[image: External link] (1992), much of the film takes place in and around the hotel, and then-owner Donald Trump, who is now President of the United States makes a short appearance, with a line directing Macaulay Culkin towards the lobby.

	
Flodders in America[image: External link] (1992)

	
Sleepless in Seattle[image: External link] (1993)

	
It Could Happen to You[image: External link] (1994)

	
The Associate[image: External link] (1996)

	
Almost Famous[image: External link] (2000)

	
Hollywood Ending[image: External link] (2002), a Woody Allen[image: External link] film.

	
Eloise at Christmastime[image: External link] (2003), a live action[image: External link] film adapted from the eponymous[image: External link] 1958 children's book written by Kay Thompson[image: External link] and illustrated by Hilary Knight[image: External link]


	
Eloise at the Plaza[image: External link] (2003), a live action film based on the Eloise[image: External link] series of children's books by Kay Thompson and Hilary Knight

	The Plaza Hotel is seen in the intro of the film Disaster Zone: Volcano in New York[image: External link] (2006)

	A parody of the hotel appears in the Grand Theft Auto IV[image: External link] video game (2008)

	In Bride Wars[image: External link] (2009) with Kate Hudson[image: External link], Anne Hathaway[image: External link]'s character was shot in the Grand Ballroom, the Terrace Room, and in corridors and the Palm Court. The film also shows the lobby and exterior.

	
The Great Gatsby[image: External link] (2013), Nick Carraway, Jay Gatsby, Daisy and Tom Buchanan talk in a suite at the hotel

	
American Hustle[image: External link] (2013)





Television




	The American Dad![image: External link] episode "Fart-Break Hotel[image: External link]" featured the hotel as a main setting.

	In the Family Guy[image: External link] episode "A Picture Is Worth a 1,000 Bucks[image: External link]", the Griffin family stays in this hotel.

	Friends[image: External link]

	Seinfeld[image: External link]

	
The Sopranos[image: External link]:

	The pilot[image: External link] and " Eloise[image: External link]" episodes refer to Carmela[image: External link] and Meadow Soprano[image: External link]'s tradition of lunching under Eloise[image: External link]'s portrait at the Plaza Hotel on Meadow's birthday.

	Several episodes, including "The Test Dream[image: External link]" (season 5, episode 11), feature scenes occurring in a suite at the Plaza Hotel.





	The Suite Life of Zack & Cody[image: External link]

	
Ugly Betty[image: External link] character Wilhelmina Slater owns an apartment facing Central Park at the Plaza Hotel.

	What I Like About You[image: External link]
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^ a b "Plaza Hotel"[image: External link]. National Historic Landmark summary listing. National Park Service. September 18, 2007.


	
^ "The Plaza"[image: External link]. Historic Hotels of America. Retrieved 2015-11-15.


	
^ [1][image: External link] Archived[image: External link] March 22, 2013, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ History page on the Plaza's website[image: External link]


	
^ a b Morehouse, Ward. Inside the Plaza: an Intimate Portrait of the Ultimate Hotel. New York: Applause, 2001


	
^ "Alphonse Salamone, 73, Manager Of Plaza and the Waldorf-Astoria"[image: External link]. The New York Times. 20 March 1993. Retrieved 27 January 2015.


	
^ ""Plaza Hotel", undated, by Carolyn Pitts"[image: External link] (PDF). National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination. National Park Service. n.d.


	
^ Mike Capuzzo (December 21, 1993). "Marla finally becomes Mrs. Trump"[image: External link]. Philadelphia Inquirer. Retrieved 2016-03-26.


	
^ McKim, Mead, and White[image: External link], architects; demolished in 1964.


	
^ "Childs Approves Plaza Purchase"[image: External link], The New York Times, November 18, 1955


	
^ "Sonesta International Hotels Corp - Company Timeline"[image: External link]. During Sonesta's ownership, the board of directors included Joe Appelbaum the investor of Daisy and Bugles corn chips and past President of Doxsee Foods Corp in Baltimore. Retrieved April 25, 2009.


	
^ http://ishc.com/wp-content/uploads/ThePlaza.pdf[image: External link]


	
^ Marion M. White (September 26, 1988). "Ivana Trump: Hard work, discipline and self-reliance"[image: External link]. Tampa Bay Times – via NewsBank.


	
^ Floyd Norris (June 5, 1990). "A haze of debt clouds the Plaza Hotel's gleam"[image: External link]. New York Times. Retrieved 2016-03-26.
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Trump National Golf Club (Bedminster, New Jersey)






Trump National Golf Club, Bedminster is a private golf club[image: External link] in Bedminster, New Jersey[image: External link]. Approximately forty miles (65 km) west of New York City[image: External link], it is owned and operated by The Trump Organization.
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 Details




Donald Trump bought the property, which included the estate of automaker John Z. De Lorean[image: External link], for less than $[image: External link]35 million in 2002.[3] It was previously known as Lamington Farm and the site of a foundering golf course construction project.[4][5] The 36-hole club was built by golf course architects, Tom Fazio[image: External link] and Tom Fazio II, and the first course opened thirteen years ago in 2004.

Membership in the club costs around $300,000[6][7] In 2005, Golf Magazine[image: External link] ranked it at #73 in the United States and #84 by Golf Digest for 2005 and 2006.[8]

The club hosted Trump's daughter, Ivanka Trump's wedding in October 2009.[9][10]
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 Majors host




The United States Golf Association[image: External link] announced that the golf club will host the U.S. Women's Open[image: External link] in 2017[image: External link], scheduled for July 13–16.[11] The Professional Golfers' Association of America[image: External link] awarded the course the 2022 PGA Championship[image: External link].[12]
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 Trump presidency




In November 2016, after Trump's presidential election, the property was used to host meetings for the Donald Trump presidential transition[image: External link].[13] Representative Leonard Lance[image: External link] predicted that the resort could become "Camp David[image: External link] North".[14]

In May 2017, President Trump started to use the property for weekend retreats stating that staying at his property in Bedminster is less expensive and disruptive than going to Trump Tower in New York city.[15]
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Trump National Golf Club (Philadelphia)






Trump National Golf Club (Philadelphia) is a private golf club[image: External link] located in Pine Hill, New Jersey[image: External link] featuring a 6,969-yard (6,372 m) course designed by Tom Fazio[image: External link]. Formerly named Pine Hill Golf Club, it was purchased and renamed by the Trump Organization on Christmas Eve, 2009.[1] The club sits about a mile and half from Pine Valley Golf Club[image: External link] and Freeway Golf Course.

The clubhouse of Trump National Golf Club is set atop a prominent hill 209-foot (64 m) in the middle of Camden County[image: External link]. The 43,000-square-foot (4,000 m2) clubhouse provides panoramic views of the surrounding landscape and Philadelphia[image: External link] city skyline. This hill is 30-foot (9.1 m) lower than Arneys Mount in Burlington County, and 10 feet lower than the highest point in Camden County, which is near Berlin. The golf course was built upon the site of the former Ski[image: External link] Mountain at Pine Hill in 1998.

See also


	List of assets owned by the Trump Organization[image: External link]
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Coordinates[image: External link]: 39.7873°N 75.0049°W[image: External link]
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Trump National Golf Club Westchester






Trump National Golf Club Westchester is a private golf club[image: External link] in Briarcliff Manor, New York[image: External link]. Owned by Donald Trump, the 45th President of the United States, the 140-acre (57 ha) course has eighteen holes, with a 75,000-square-foot (7,000 m2) clubhouse. Founded in 1922 as Briarcliff Country Club, it later operated as Briar Hills Country Club and Briar Hall Golf and Country Club before Trump's purchase of the property in 1996. Trump renamed the club to match his other golf properties[image: External link], and after its county, Westchester[image: External link]. He had the clubhouse and course rebuilt for its 2002 reopening; the course was designed by Jim Fazio.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




The club had its origins around 1895, with Briarcliff founder Walter W. Law[image: External link]'s private nine-hole course on his estate, which became available to Briarcliff Lodge[image: External link] guests, and was then known as the Briarcliff Golf Club. In 1922, Devereux Emmet designed a course across the street with eighteen holes, and thus Briarcliff Country Club was founded that year.[1][2](p84) The name was changed in 1927 to avoid confusion, to Briar Hills Country Club.[2](p84)[3] Briar Hills opened in May 1929 with a new clubhouse; construction began in May 1928 and utilized local stones for the building's exterior. The interior was noted for its design and spaciousness.[4] In 1936, A. W. Tillinghast[image: External link] redesigned the course.[5] In 1948, Henry Law's son Theodore sold the club to local businessmen who renamed it Briar Hall Golf and Country Club.[3] The 1964 Metropolitan Open[image: External link] was hosted at Briar Hall; Jack Patroni won the championship.[6] In 1980, ownership of the club changed hands again.[3]

Henry Law, a son of village founder Walter W. Law, was among Briar Hill's founders.[7](p80) Among the club's directors were Henry Law and his son Theodore Gilman Law;[7](p80) Gene Sarazen[image: External link] was the club's golf professional in 1923-24,[3] followed by 1952 PGA Champion[image: External link] Jim Turnesa[image: External link].[8]
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 Trump's purchase and redevelopment




At the time of Briar Hall's 1996 sale, the club had an 18-hole, 6,313 yards (5,773 m) golf course and 78,782 square feet (7,319 m2) clubhouse, seven tennis courts, an in-ground swimming pool, pro shop, maintenance building, and pool house.[1] Briar Hall had been taken over by the Marine Midland Bank, which then sold the property to Trump.[9] Trump bought Briar Hall Country Club for $7.5 million[10] in the foreclosure in December 1996[11] and ran the club until 1999, until he closed the property to begin its redevelopment.[12] The first general manager of the club, Chief Operating Officer Carolyn Kepcher[image: External link], later became co-host on Trump's television show The Apprentice.[13] She was fired from the show and management position in August 2006.[14]

On March 16, 1999, Briarcliff was operating its mayoral election, and incumbent mayor Keith Austin ran unopposed. Write-ins supporting lawyer Richard Mattiaccio prompted a conflict involving hundreds of residents, which led to one arrest. The event took place near the polls at the Village Hall; Mattiaccio had gained supporters by criticizing Austin's weak opposition to Trump's club reconstruction plans. Many residents believed a large project would congest streets with construction vehicles and rip up the landscape.[11] In redesigning the club and its course, Trump hired golf course architect Jim Fazio, brother of Tom Fazio[image: External link] in the same profession.[15] Around the same time, the workmen resodded a village soccer field and assisted in constructing a new veterans' memorial in Briarcliff.[12] He also had the current 75,000-square-foot (7,000 m2) white clapboard and fieldstone clubhouse[16] built on the property.[10] At one time, due to residents' criticism, the clubhouse was reduced to 35,000-square-foot (3,300 m2), eliminating guest rooms and special event halls. It was designed by Robert Lamb Hart Planners & Architects, and included three stories with lockers, a 150-seat restaurant, and top-floor lounge.[17] Other difficulties with the club's plans arose; the village planning board recognized villager concerns over golf tournaments, membership requirements, and pesticide use. And at the time of the club's reconstruction, Trump had three other golf clubs planned, including one in Seven Springs, an area within three towns which would require approval from all three, and one in the French Hill section of Yorktown.[16] Trump later dropped all of the plans, calling Westchester County "the toughest place to build on the planet".[16]
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 Reopening and further events




The first head golf professional was Frank Graniero.[9] The club's first nine holes opened on April 15, 2002, followed by the next nine on June 29, 2002. The club had a total cost of $30 million[3] or $40 million,[18] and was claimed to be the largest excavation project in Westchester County's history, with about 3,000,000-cubic-yard (2,300,000 m3) of earth moved. The thirteenth hole cost Trump $7 million, surrounded by an artificial 101-foot (31 m) black granite waterfall, which pumps 5,000 US gallons (18,900 l) a minute.[18]

In 2003 Trump tried to move the Sybase Classic[image: External link], a LPGA[image: External link] tournament, from Wykagyl Country Club[image: External link] to Trump's club for 2007; the Wykagyl lease would run out in that year. Briarcliff Manor's mayor Peter Chatsky was opposed to the plan; Trump attempted to persuade the mayor to talk to his wife, Jean Chatzky[image: External link], about the financial benefit of hosting the tournament, adding that village residents would be hired for the event. A Trump Organization vice president suggested donating some proceeds to the Briarcliff Manor Public Library[image: External link]'s then-proposed expansion or toward improving a village baseball field. The club's special-use permit with the village restricted the course to 300 people and banned large-scale tournaments from taking place there.[19] The discussion between the Trump Organization and village government stopped that year, however in 2004, Trump submitted a new request to bring a LPGA or PGA[image: External link] tournament to the club.[20]

A storm in June 2011 caused public utilities including the Briarcliff library and Law Memorial Park's public pool and playing fields to be flooded. When Trump had renovated the course, his workers made unauthorized changes to its drainage system, which made the course look and play better for golfers. The alterations lowered the system's water capacity and thus raised water levels by about six feet. The Trump Organization met with the village over the issue, though it did not take corrective actions. After negotiations ended, the village billed the club $238,353. The Trump Organization blamed the flooding on a village drainage pipe which lacked a grate, and blamed the conflict on then-Briarcliff mayor William Vescio, who owns a company that previously came into conflict with Trump. Vescio denied the relation to the previous conflict and claimed that the flooding was caused by rocks and trees at washed down the hill from the golf club.[21][22]

When President Obama was in Westchester in 2014, his staff attempted to schedule visits to local golf clubs including Trump National, none of which wanted to close their courses for the president to play. Trump replied to NBC 4 New York[image: External link]'s report of the news with a widely circulated and publicized tweet—"If Obama resigns from office NOW, thereby doing a great service to the country—I will give him free lifetime golf at any one of my courses!"[23] In 2015, the club sued the town of Ossining[image: External link] to lower its worth from $13.5 million to $1.4 million in order to reduce property and school taxes; local residents complained because their own taxes would rise.[10] In 2016, the club revised its claims to $9 million, closer to the 2014 town estimate of $14.3 million.[24] Daniel Scavino[image: External link], social media director for Trump's presidential campaign began working at Briar Hall Country Club as a caddie in 2009, while in high school. He was promoted several times, including to general manager of the club after Trump's purchase.[25][26] In December 2016, he was announced as Assistant to the President and Director of Social Media.[27] Trump's candidacy for the 2016 United States presidential election[image: External link] affected the club; Horace Greeley High School[image: External link] used the facility for its annual proms, which was protested by its students in late 2015 due to its connection to Trump as a political candidate.[28] The location for the 2016 prom has yet to be changed by student decision.[29] In the following year, it was reported that Pleasantville High School[image: External link]'s graduating class was considering changing its prom venue from Trump's club as well.[30] The graduating class voted, 97-44, to keep the venue.[31] On June 7, 2016, Trump gave his nomination victory speech at the clubhouse; he had just won the Republican primaries.[32][33]

In July 2016, during Trump's presidential campaign, his opponent Hillary Clinton released a campaign video of one of the club's architects. The architect, Andrew Tesoro, described his dealings with the Trump Organization, where about a dozen employees met him at the finished clubhouse to negotiate reducing his fees. They pressured him into sending a reduced bill, of $50,000 instead of $140,000. After the organization failed to pay the bill, Tesoro met with Trump who convinced him to accept only $25,000 for his services. The Clinton campaign[image: External link] used the story as part of its effort to demonstrate that the Trump Organization harms small businesses.[34][35] Later during Trump's campaign, in September 2016, The Washington Post reported that a six-foot (1.8 m) painting of Trump may be on display at the club. Trump had purchased Michael Israel's work for $200,000 in 2007 through his charity, the Donald J. Trump Foundation. According to IRS regulations, the painting would have to be used for a charitable purpose, or donated to a charity, however Melania Trump had planned to hang it in the club's boardroom or conference room, and the artist later stated he believed it was at the clubhouse. Although the painting was purchased at a charity auction, where half of the Trump Foundation's check went to the charity, in September 2016 an IRS director deemed Trump to have violated IRS rules and President Barack Obama publicly criticized Trump's purchase.[36]
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 Current operations




In 2001, annual membership dues were stated to be $9,000 per member or $12,000 for a family, with an initial deposit of $250,000.[12] Before the 2008 recession, initiation fees were $100,000 to $150,000. As of late 2015, initiation fees were down to $50,000. Around that time, many new members were reportedly not charged an initiation fee or were no longer required by the club to fully pay it within five years. Annual dues were $19,400 a year.[37]
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 Property




The club is located on about 140 acres (60 ha) adjacent to Briarcliff Manor's central business district[38] and in a residential area near Pace University[image: External link]'s former Briarcliff campus[image: External link][39] off Pine Road.[9] The property contains "The Residences at Trump National Golf Club", a series of sixteen attached townhouses ranging in size from 3,100–3,400 square feet (290–320 m2) and which were designed by William Devereaux & Associates.[12] Plans exist for an additional 71 condominiums; the site was approved for 87 home sites in 1987.[40] The club also includes a member restaurant, which serves Kobe beef[image: External link] burgers, tuna flown in daily from Honolulu, and Trump Ice[image: External link] bottled water.[41]
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 Notable members




Current members include former Yankees manager Joe Torre[image: External link], and actors Jack Nicholson[image: External link] and Clint Eastwood[image: External link].[42] Around 2003, members included Rudy Giuliani, Jack Nicholson[image: External link], Hugh Grant[image: External link], George Steinbrenner[image: External link], and Regis Philbin[image: External link].[19] Visiting players include Ron Howard[image: External link], Regis Philbin[image: External link], and Bobby Bonilla[image: External link], who came for the course's reopening in 2002, and professional golfer Nick Faldo[image: External link].[43] Other visitors include Michael Jordan[image: External link],[44] former New York City mayors[image: External link] Michael Bloomberg[image: External link] and Rudy Giuliani, and Billy Crystal[image: External link], who joined Trump and members Bill Clinton and Joe Torre for the 2008 Joe Torre Safe at Home Foundation Golf Classic at the club.[45][46]

Former US President Bill Clinton has been a member of the club since May 2003. Donald Trump has said that he bought the club partly "because he knew Bill Clinton would need a place to play". Part of the Clintons' gift for Bill's 65th birthday was a round of golf at Trump National with Hillary and Chelsea Clinton.[47]

The golf club is Eric Trump's home course. He raises about $3 million each year in an event there for St. Jude Children's Research Hospital[image: External link]. Mariano Rivera[image: External link], the New York Knicks[image: External link], and the Rangers[image: External link] also run charity tournaments there.[48] At one time, Donald Trump had scheduled to be there himself at least once a week.[43] Eric Trump and his foundation received scrutiny from the press in June 2017 after it was revealed that the foundation was funneling money to the Trump Organization through its charity tournaments, held at Trump National Golf Club Westchester and other sites.[49]
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 In media




The club was shown on Trump's show The Apprentice, in season one[image: External link]'s two-part finale for Bill Rancic[image: External link]'s last challenge[50][51][52] and season 10[image: External link]'s two-part finale for Clint Robertson's.[53]
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 See also





	History of Briarcliff Manor[image: External link]

	Legal affairs of Donald Trump
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Trump National Golf Club, Los Angeles is a public golf club[image: External link] in Rancho Palos Verdes, California[image: External link] with a 7,242-yard (6,622 m) course designed by Pete Dye[image: External link] and Donald J. Trump Signature Design.[1] It is owned by The Trump Organization.

Trump National Golf Club Los Angeles was formerly known as Ocean Trails Golf Club, an 18–hole course designed by Pete Dye, which was about to open when a landslide occurred and the 18th hole slid toward the Pacific Ocean[image: External link]. The Ocean Trails Golf Club subsequently went into bankruptcy, and on November 26, 2002 Trump bought the property for $27 million, intending to redesign the course.[2] It includes a 45,000 sq ft (4,200 m2) clubhouse.[2]

It is ranked among the Top 100 Courses You Can Play by Golf Magazine[image: External link].[3]

The club is known for its views of the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] and Catalina Island[image: External link]. It is not the only ocean-front golf course in LA County[image: External link]. Nearby is also the Los Verdes Golf Course.[4] The course featured three artificial waterfalls[image: External link] until they were removed during the 2012–15 drought[image: External link].[2] The Michael Douglas[image: External link] Pro-Celebrity and Friends Golf Tournament takes place there annually, in April.[5]

At a total cost of $264 million, Trump National Golf Club, Los Angeles would be the most expensive golf course ever constructed.[4][6][7] Trump’s representatives claimed the course was worth $10 million in dealing with the L.A. County[image: External link] property tax assessor two years after the course opened.[8]
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Trump National's predecessor, the Ocean Trails Golf Club, was part of a 150-acre (0.61 km2) property owned by developer Edward Zuckerman and a partner. Prior to the Zuckerman purchase, the property was used as a farm.[9] The golf course is on the Palos Verdes Peninsula[image: External link] known for its landslides.[10] The height of the peninsula[image: External link] of 370 meters (1,210 ft) above sea level[image: External link] and the action of the waves are two main contributing factors for the landslides. The stratification[image: External link] of the sedimentary rock[image: External link] below the course is visible in the high cliffs of the area as it gradually slopes seaward. The sloping and stratification create favorable conditions for the generation of landslides. As a result, homes and roads have been lost to the ocean in that area.[10] In the area occupied by the golf course and its vicinity, there are three ancient landslides which have been named by geologists[image: External link] as A, B and C respectively.[11] The green of the Ocean Trails golf course 18th hole and half of its fairway were on top of ancient landslide C.[4]

On June 2, 1999 the construction on the $126 million Ocean Trails golf course was almost complete and the course was close to its scheduled opening when a landslide unexpectedly occurred, caused by the sudden reactivation of ancient landslide C,[4] and 300 meters (980 ft) of the 18th hole fairway[image: External link] disappeared under the ocean when a fissure[image: External link] parallel to the cliff appeared and subsequently collapsed.[10] A 215 meters (705 ft) long island was created due to the landslide, temporarily trapping a local resident.[10] The landslide caused most of the 496 yard par 4 18th hole to slide 50-foot (15 m) toward the ocean,[9] including the fairway and green[image: External link].[4][9][10][12]

Also due to the slide, bike paths, walking paths, the edge of the bluffs[image: External link] and a segment of an LA County[image: External link] sewer line disappeared. It is believed that fluid discharge from the sewer[image: External link] line, probably leaking before the slide, acted as a lubricant[image: External link] on the thin underlying layer of bentonite[image: External link], which became saturated with liquid sewage in turn, and this acted as a facilitator for the stratified geological accumulations to slide relative to each other.[4][10] Bentonite, a form of clay, exhibits a low frictional coefficient[image: External link] when wet, i.e. it becomes slippery.[4] The golf course opened with only 15 holes because of the landslide.[10]

The landslide caused the Ocean Trails Golf Course construction project to go into bankruptcy[image: External link]. Covered by insurance funds, a massive geotechnical project was launched to reconstruct the 18th hole using 1,250,000 cubic yards of earth to fill it.[9] The stabilization work and the slide caused cosmetic damage to the course.[10] At the time, golf course historian Geoff Shackelford said that at the then projected cost of repair of more than $20 million, the 18th hole would have been "the most expensive single hole in history".[9]

After three years, legal issues between the involved banks and developers caused the geological stabilization work to stop.[10] In 2002 Donald Trump stepped in and bought the 300-acre (1.2 km2) property,[13] including the golf course, with the intention of finalizing construction and repairs by the summer of 2003. On January 20, 2006 the 18-hole Trump National Golf Club opened in Los Angeles. The reinforcement fill designed to stabilize the area affected by the slide is located under holes 17 and 18.[10] During the massive geological stabilization process the golf course was open for business.[4]

The geological stabilization process was based on a geotechnical[image: External link] design involving the use of geosynthetic[image: External link] materials designed to enhance the cohesion and strength of the landslide fill.[4] Asked about the safety of the work, Trump said: "If I'm ever in California for an earthquake, this is where I want to be standing".[4]

In 2008 Trump sued the city of Rancho Palos Verdes[image: External link] for $100 million, alleging that the city did not allow him to make the improvements needed to maintain the Trump image.[13][14] The lawsuit was settled in 2012 for undisclosed terms.[8][15]

In 2015, the course was to have become the host of the PGA Grand Slam of Golf[image: External link].[16] The tournament was cancelled due to Trump's comments about illegal immigrants.[17]
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 Media




The Trump National Los Angeles was the setting for the filming of Golf Channel's The Big Break VI: Trump National[image: External link]. The Trump National Los Angeles was also the setting for the golf course shots in "50 First Dates", with Catalina Island clearly seen in some of the shots.
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	Trump National Doral Miami



	Club information



	Location
	
Doral, Florida[image: External link], United States



	Established
	1962



	Type
	Resort



	Owned by
	The Trump Organization



	Total holes
	90



	Tournaments hosted[image: External link]
	
WGC-Cadillac Championship[image: External link] (2007-2016)

Doral Open[image: External link] (1962–2006)



	Website
	
trumphotelcollection.com/miami[image: External link] Trump National Doral Golf Club[image: External link]




	Blue Monster at Doral



	Designed by[image: External link]
	Dick Wilson[image: External link]



	Par[image: External link]
	72



	Length
	7,288-yard (6,664 m)



	Course rating[image: External link]
	76.8



	Slope rating[image: External link]
	143



	Course record
	61 - Stephen Ames[image: External link] (2000)



	Great White Course



	Designed by[image: External link]
	Greg Norman[image: External link]



	Par[image: External link]
	72



	Length
	7,171-yard (6,557 m)



	Course rating[image: External link]
	74.5



	Slope rating[image: External link]
	134



	McLean Course



	Designed by[image: External link]
	Jim McLean



	Par[image: External link]
	70



	Length
	6,557-yard (5,996 m)



	Course rating[image: External link]
	72.8



	Slope rating[image: External link]
	143



	Gold Course



	Designed by[image: External link]
	
Raymond Floyd[image: External link] (redesign)



	Par[image: External link]
	70



	Length
	6,609-yard (6,043 m)



	Course rating[image: External link]
	72.2



	Slope rating[image: External link]
	135



	Red Course



	Par[image: External link]
	70



	Length
	6,101-yard (5,579 m)



	Course rating[image: External link]
	69.4



	Slope rating[image: External link]
	131




Trump National Doral Miami is a golf resort[image: External link] in Doral[image: External link] in south Florida[image: External link] in the United States. It was founded by real estate pioneer Alfred Kaskel[image: External link] in 1962, with the name "Doral" coming from an amalgamation of the first names of Kaskel and his wife, Doris. It currently has 90 holes of golf and its signature course is the Blue Monster at Doral.
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 Description




The resort consists of 800-acre (3.2 km2).[1] Prior to its renovation, the club was reported to feature "four golf courses; 700 hotel rooms across 10 lodges; more than 86,000-square-foot (8,000 m2) of meeting space, including a 25,000-square-foot (2,300 m2) ballroom; a 50,000-square-foot (4,600 m2) spa with 33 treatment rooms; six food and beverage outlets; extensive retail; and a private members' clubhouse."[2]
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 History




Trump National Doral Miami, formerly known as the Doral Country Club and Doral Golf Resort & Spa, was the sister hotel to the famous Doral Hotel[image: External link] on the ocean in Miami Beach, Florida[image: External link].

At the peak of the housing market[image: External link], a real estate fund had acquired the property.[2] The property was then purchased, along with other resorts, by Paulson & Co.[image: External link][2] Around 2010, the Pritikin[image: External link] Longevity Center moved into the spa area of the Doral resort.[3] In early 2011, Doral went into bankruptcy, with Paulson seeking Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection[image: External link] for the property.[2]

In February 2012, the Trump Organization purchased the Doral Resort & Spa for $150 million.[2] The purchase included four of the five golf courses.[4] Trump has a $125 million mortgage on the property.[5]

In 2016, Doral completed a $250 million renovation project.[1]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Lawsuits and legal controversies




Trump "has been the target of dozens of liens[image: External link]" from contractors who worked on the renovation project.[6] On May 20, 2016, a Miami-Dade County Circuit Court[image: External link] judge ordered Trump National Doral Miami to be foreclosed and sold on June 28 unless the Trump Organization paid $32,800 to a Miami paint supply company.[6]

A 6-foot (1.8 m) high portrait of Donald Trump painted by Miami Beach-based artist Havi Schanz[image: External link], which became controversial when it was reported to be purchased for $10,000 with funds from the non-profit Trump Foundation[image: External link],[7] hangs on the wall in the resort's Champions Bar & Grill.[8]

Since Trump purchased the resort in 2012, he has challenged the local property tax[image: External link] assessments every year.[1] In filings with the Federal Election Commission, Trump has consistently claimed high property values for his golf courses; in tax proceedings, however, Trump has generally claimed substantially lower values.[1] In August 2016, Doral Councilwoman Sandra Ruiz challenged the tax assessment for the Doral resort, saying that it was too low and did not account for renovations that increased the value.[1]
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 Golf courses and tournaments




Trump National Doral Miami features five championship golf courses:


	The Blue Monster at Doral

	The Golden Palm Course

	The Red Tiger Course

	The Silver Fox Course



The Blue Monster played host to the Doral Open[image: External link] on the PGA Tour[image: External link] from 1962 to 2006, and from 2007 to 2016 the WGC-Cadillac Championship[image: External link] made its home there after having been played at different venues in the United States and Europe since its inception in 1999. In 2016, it was announced that the tournament would be moved to Mexico City[image: External link].[9]

The resort's other courses have also played host to important events. The Gold Course hosted the PGA Tour's Qualifying Tournament[image: External link] in 1999, and the Red Course hosted The Office Depot[image: External link] on the LPGA Tour[image: External link] in 2000.
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 Scorecard






	Trump National Doral Miami - The Blue Monster



	Tee[image: External link]
	Rating/Slope[image: External link]
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	Out
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	In
	Total



	Blue
	76.8 / 143
	529
	376
	438
	236
	394
	442
	428
	563
	169
	3575
	551
	406
	603
	245
	475
	175
	372
	419
	467
	3713
	7288



	Gold
	73.8 / 140
	504
	346
	382
	215
	367
	415
	407
	502
	158
	3296
	528
	336
	583
	229
	416
	156
	346
	397
	414
	3405
	6701



	White
	71.7 / 136
	481
	321
	357
	184
	342
	390
	387
	475
	144
	3081
	507
	312
	563
	212
	388
	140
	322
	369
	387
	3200
	6281



	Handicap[image: External link]
	Men's
	11
	17
	1
	3
	13
	5
	9
	7
	15
	
	10
	18
	8
	2
	6
	16
	14
	12
	4
	
	



	Par
	
	5
	4
	4
	3
	4
	4
	4
	5
	3
	36
	5
	4
	5
	3
	4
	3
	4
	4
	4
	36
	72



	Handicap[image: External link]
	Women's
	9
	17
	5
	15
	13
	1
	3
	7
	11
	
	4
	18
	10
	2
	8
	14
	16
	12
	6
	
	



	Red
	71.3 / 126
	390
	272
	305
	149
	288
	348
	345
	422
	117
	2636
	455
	283
	492
	173
	316
	110
	277
	311
	339
	2756
	5392
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Trump International Golf Club (West Palm Beach)






Trump International Golf Club, West Palm Beach is a private 27 hole golf course in West Palm Beach, Florida. It was designed by Jim Fazio who was given a budget of over US$40 million and was opened in 1999.[1] This venue was Trump's first golf course property.[2]

The Championship course measures 7,326 yards and has a par 72 layout that has hosted championships for the LPGA[image: External link].[1] In addition, the golf course has a nine-hole course. The clubhouse can host weddings and other social or business events. A three-tiered driving range is available.

The regular initiation fee for membership was reported to be US$150,000 in 2011 and the annual fee US$25,000.[3]
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Trump National Golf Club (Washington, D.C.)






Trump National Golf Club, Washington, D.C. is an 800-acre (3.2 km2) private golf club[image: External link] in the eastern United States, at Lowes Island[image: External link] in Potomac Falls, Virginia[image: External link], northwest of Washington, D.C.[3][4]

It is part of the Trump chain of golf clubs that includes clubs in Los Angeles, Philadelphia, and Bedminster[image: External link]. The club contains two 18-hole golf courses, both par 72. The Championship Course was designed by Tom Fazio[image: External link], and the Riverview course was added in 1999, when the club was still known as the Lowes Island Club. The Riverview Course abuts the Potomac River[image: External link] and was originally designed by Arthur Hills[image: External link]. The club also contains a 50,000-square-foot (4,600 m2) clubhouse, an 82-foot (25 m) swimming pool, an indoor tennis center, and a fitness center.
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 History




The Trump National Golf Club (Washington, D.C.) was formerly the Lowes Island Club.[5][6] Donald Trump purchased the club in 2009 for $13 million from a bank after the previous owner defaulted on its loans.[7] He financed the purchase with a loan from Chevy Chase Bank[image: External link].[7] Trump then invested at least $25 million into the property.[7] Trump hired Tom Fazio[image: External link] to remake the golf courses.[7] The clubhouse, pool, and other facilities were also renovated. Renovations were completed in June 2015.

An estimated 465 trees were removed to provide unobstructed views of the Potomac River[image: External link], prompting objections from some.[8] The Trump Organization officials said that many of the trees were weak, in danger of becoming diseased, and presented soil erosion[image: External link] problems; the Loudoun County urban forester and other county officials "did not oppose cutting down some unhealthy trees" but did not feel "that the extent of the removal was necessary". A company official said that trash and debris was also removed from the riverbank.[9]

Trump had the "River of Blood" monument[image: External link] added near the Potomac River[image: External link]. The monument claims that "Many great American soldiers, both of the North and South, died at this spot. The casualties were so great that the water would turn red." The claim is false, as a number of Civil War[image: External link] historians pointed out; no battle took place at the site.[10][11][12]

In 2016, Trump's financial disclosures indicated the property earned $17.5 million in revenue.[7] Eric Trump now manages the club.[7] President Trump visited the club six times between mid-March and end of May 2017.[7]

The course is hosting the Senior PGA Championship[image: External link] in May 2017[image: External link]. 156 golfers will compete for a $3 million purse.[7]
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Trump International Golf Links and Hotel Ireland






Trump International Golf Links & Hotel Ireland, formerly Doonbeg Golf Club, is a traditional links[image: External link]-type course situated to the north of Doonbeg[image: External link] in County Clare[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link]. Designed by Greg Norman[image: External link] and opened in 2002, the geography was hardly changed as the course was fitted into the area provided.[1] The complex hosts a 5-star hotel, spa, cottages and reception rooms.

In February 2014, the lodge and golf club was bought by American businessman Donald Trump for an estimated €15m. The Lodge at Doonbeg, which consists of 218 hotel suites, a spa and several restaurants will be managed by the Trump Hotel Collection.[2]

The business applied for permits to construct a 2.8-km sea wall[image: External link] to protect the property, citing "global warming and its effects", although Trump himself denies the existence of global warming[image: External link].[3] The plan attracted strong opposition from environmentalists due to concerns that it would adversely affect the Special Area of Conservation[image: External link] status of the site,[4] and was withdrawn in December 2016.[5] An application for a shorter wall of about 0.9 km was subsequently lodged in February 2017, but this has also attracted objections.[6]

On assuming the office of United States president in January 2017, Trump and his daughter Ivanka resigned as directors of the golf complex; his sons Eric and Donald Jr. remained.[7][8][6]
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Trump Home






Trump Home is a brand of furniture and home items marketed by American businessman and now President of the United States Donald Trump and owned by Trump's company, The Trump Organization.

Trump Home was launched in July 2007, with two furniture lines manufactured by Lexington Home Brands. A third furniture line was made available in 2008, at which point the brand was available in more than 18 international territories. A year later, the company partnered with Serta[image: External link] to produce mattresses under the Trump Home name. A line of Trump-branded tabletop crystal, manufactured by a Slovenian[image: External link] company, was launched in 2010. Trump Home has also sold light fixtures, rugs, bath and bedding collections, and a candle and fragrance diffuser[image: External link] collection.

In 2011, Lexington chose not to renew its licensing agreement with Trump Home. Two years later, Trump Home entered a partnership with furniture company Dorya International to manufacture Trump-branded furniture. Serta ended its affiliation with Trump Home after Donald Trump described Mexican immigrants as "rapists" while announcing his 2016 presidential campaign. Lifestyle, a Dubai[image: External link]-based retailer of Trump Home products, also ended their affiliation with the company in 2015, after Trump announced his plan to ban all Muslims from entering the United States. Other retailers have discontinued sales of Trump Home products since Trump was elected in November 2016.

Furniture and decor

Trump Home was announced by businessman Donald Trump and Lexington Home Brands on September 28, 2006, as a "luxury" furniture line. Trump said he would be involved in the furniture design process.[1] Several other companies had approached Trump regarding a furniture line.[2] Trump Home was unveiled by Trump during an event at Thomasville Furniture[image: External link] in Thomasville, North Carolina[image: External link], on March 27, 2007.[3] In April 2007, Lexington was in discussions about including the furniture on the set of Trump's reality television series, The Apprentice.[4] Trump Home is owned by The Trump Organization.[5][6][7]

Trump Home was launched with two furniture collections on July 19, 2007 at Macy's[image: External link] flagship store on Herald Square[image: External link].[8][9] Trump Home subsequently became available at some Macy's stores and other retailers by the following month.[10] Trump Home featured a formal furniture line known as "Westchester", as well as a modern "Central Park" line.[11][12] The Los Angeles Times called the Westchester line "heavy on burl and brocade and as over-scaled as the Donald's ego," but wrote that the Central Park line was "a genuinely sophisticated take" on Art Deco.[13] Trump Home rugs, manufactured by Miresco Decorative Rugs, were expected to launch in summer 2007.[14][15] Trump Home light fixtures, manufactured by ELK Lighting, were expected to go on sale by fall 2007.[16]

In May 2008, Trump Home announced the launch of its Mar-a-Lago collection, named for Trump's Mar-a-Lago property in Palm Beach, Florida.[5] Also announced was a partnership with Imax, an Asian importer, to produce a collection of home accessories and room decorations.[17][18] In May 2008, the Westchester and Central Park collections were available at hundreds of retailers in the United States. Trump Home was also available in more than 15 international territories.[5]

In October 2010, the company had introduced its Trump Home by Rogaska collection, consisting of tabletop crystal.[19] The collection was manufactured by a company in Slovenia[image: External link].[19][20]

In 2011, Lexington Home Brands chose not to renew its Trump licensing agreement and all of its Trump Home products were discontinued.[21] By May 2011, Trump Home also sold a candle and fragrance diffuser[image: External link] collection by Aquiesse. A bath collection, as well as a collaborative bedding collection with Hallmart Collectibles, were scheduled to release later that year.[17] In September 2012, Trump Home announced a new collection of flooring, paneling, and custom wood furniture, to be manufactured by New York-based Archetypal Imagery and to be sold at ABC Carpet & Home, a four-store retailer with locations in New York and New Jersey. The new collection was scheduled to launch the following month.[21]

In September 2013,[22] Trump Home partnered with design company and furniture supplier Dorya International to produce a 50-piece contemporary collection that would debut in Istanbul in February 2014, and High Point, NC in April 2014 followed by expansion into other countries.[23][24][25][26] Dorya manufactured the furniture at its factory in Manisa[image: External link], Turkey.[20][7] In June 2015, two Trump Home galleries opened in the United Arab Emirates[image: External link].[27]

In October 2015, the Trump Home by Dorya collection was expanded to include 70 new pieces.[28] The design team of Ivanka Trump, Donald Trump's daughter, worked with Dorya's design team to create the new pieces.[27] Dorya's president and chief executive officer[image: External link] said that international sales had not been affected by Trump's presidential candidacy or by controversial comments that he had made regarding Mexican immigrants.[28] In December 2015, during the presidential campaign, Trump called for a ban on Muslims[image: External link] entering the United States. Lifestyle, a home decoration retailer based in Dubai[image: External link], subsequently suspended sales of Trump Home products in its 195 stores across the Middle East[image: External link], North Africa[image: External link], Pakistan[image: External link] and Tanzania[image: External link].[29]

In November 2016, Wayfair[image: External link] discontinued sales of Trump Home products without explanation. Bellacor, a home furnishings company, also discontinued Trump Home products that month, after being targeted by the anti-Trump GrabYourWallet[image: External link] campaign. Bellacor did not comment on the discontinuation.[30] On February 10, 2017, Sears Holdings[image: External link] confirmed that it had removed all 31 Trump Home items from their Sears[image: External link] and Kmart[image: External link] online shops to focus on more profitable items. Neither company sold the products in their retail stores.[31][32] By that time, the Home Shopping Network[image: External link] (HSN) was no longer selling Trump Home products, although HSN stated that the discontinuation was not politically motivated.[30] Bed Bath & Beyond[image: External link], which sold Trump Home light fixtures, discontinued sales of the products in March 2017.[33]

Mattresses

In February 2009, the company partnered with mattress manufacturer Serta[image: External link] to release a Trump Home mattress collection.[34] Serta had planned to launch the collection with high pricing, however, the collection priced lower due to the 2008 recession[image: External link].[35][36][6] The mattress collection included 12 innerspring beds and five specialty models.[37] Trump's name was featured on throw pillows, bolsters[image: External link], and various parts of the mattresses.[38] The mattress line was manufactured in the United States and Canada, and was available in both countries.[39] In Canada, the mattress line went on sale in October 2009, and was available exclusively at The Brick[image: External link].[40] In April 2010 the companies announced a higher-priced Trump Home Luxury mattress collection.[6]

In May 2012, Trump Home and Serta launched the new Trump Home iSeries mattress collection in Serta stores.[41] In August 2012, Trump Home partnered with luxury bedding manufacturer DOWNLITE to produce a new line of Trump-branded bedding.[42] By April 2014, Trump Home and Serta had launched a redesigned iSeries collection.[43]

When Trump announced his candidacy for the U.S. presidency in June 2015, he referred to some immigrants from Mexico as drug dealers, criminals, and rapists. As a result of Trump's comments, Serta announced on July 1, 2015, that it would not renew its Trump Home licensing agreement, which was set to expire at the end of the year. Serta released a statement saying, "Serta values diversity and does not agree with nor endorse the recent statements made by Mr. Trump."[39][44]

References



	
^ Linville, Jeff (September 29, 2006). "Lexington launching Donald Trump furniture"[image: External link]. Furniture Today[image: External link]. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ "The Donald was ready to dance with Lexington"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. April 9, 2007. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ "Trump to market condos on 'Apprentice' "[image: External link]. USA Today. April 8, 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 28, 2016.


	
^ "Lexington's Haney shares insights on Trump line"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. April 9, 2007. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ a b c "Trump Home to Introduce Mar-a-Lago Collection"[image: External link]. Furniture World Magazine. May 30, 2008. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ a b c Perry, David (April 7, 2010). "Higher-priced Donald Trump mattresses to debut"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ a b "Potential Conflicts Around the Globe for Trump, the Businessman President"[image: External link]. The New York Times. November 26, 2016. Retrieved December 27, 2016. Beyond real estate, there is the Trump Organization's 2013 partnership with Dorya International, a luxury furniture maker with a factory in Manisa Province, near the city of Izmir, to build pieces under the Trump Home Collection.


	
^ "Macy's Launches Trump Home At Herald Square Location"[image: External link]. Furniture World. July 13, 2007. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ "Trump Home furniture debuts in New York"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. July 23, 2007. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ Wadler, Joyce (August 1, 2007). "Home & Garden"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ Norwood, Allen (April 22, 2007). "A Feast of Furnishings"[image: External link]. The Charlotte Observer[image: External link]. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ Augstums, Ieva M. (April 7, 2007). "Trump the latest celebrity to expand into furniture business"[image: External link]. Associated Press. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ Keeps, David A. (March 29, 2007). "Drama is a calling"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ "Donald J. Trump and Miresco Decorative Rugs Introduce Rug Collection"[image: External link]. Furniture World. March 1, 2007. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ Wyman, Lissa (March 2, 2007). "Miresco to introduce Trump Home rugs"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ "Trump Home Lighting Previews at Dallas International Lighting Show"[image: External link]. Furniture World. May 30, 2007. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ a b Cox, Raina (May 27, 2011). "The Infinite, Inexplicable Home Lines of Donald J. Trump"[image: External link]. Curbed[image: External link]. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ "Imax to produce Trump accessories"[image: External link]. Home Accents Today[image: External link]. May 1, 2008. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ a b Suqi, Rima (October 20, 2010). "Donald Trump on His New Line of Crystal"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ a b Rappeport, Alan (June 30, 2016). "Donald Trump Has Long Benefited From Trade Practices He Now Scorns"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ a b Engel, Clint (September 13, 2012). "ABC to offer Trump Home flooring, paneling, furniture line"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ Hodnett, Cindy W. (September 23, 2013). "Dorya to introduce Trump Home high-end furniture"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ Renzi, Jen (April 30, 2014). "Trump Home Teams Up with Dorya for a Luxe Furniture Collection"[image: External link]. Architectural Digest[image: External link]. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ "Dorya to produce Trump Home furniture"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. October 4, 2013. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ Hodnett, Cindy W. (February 27, 2014). "Dorya's Trump Home crossing borders"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ Tablang, Kristin (May 28, 2014). "Dorya Debuts "Trump Home," a Striking New Furniture Line Inspired by Trump's Signature Luxe Lifestyle"[image: External link]. Haute Residence. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ a b Nancrede, Sally Falk (November 17, 2015). "Inspired Interiors: Luxurious decor from Donald Trump"[image: External link]. The Indianapolis Star[image: External link]. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ a b Russell, Thomas (October 17, 2015). "Dorya expands Trump line"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ Elwazer, Schams; Defterios, John (December 9, 2015). "Dubai retailer bans Trump products from its stores"[image: External link]. CNNMoney. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ a b Peterson, Hayley; Taylor, Kate (February 7, 2017). "Here are all the companies that have cut ties with the Trump family"[image: External link]. Business Insider. Retrieved April 1, 2017.


	
^ Taylor, Kate (February 10, 2017). "Trump's line of home furnishings has disappeared from Sears' and Kmart's websites"[image: External link]. Business Insider. Retrieved February 12, 2017.


	
^ Herskovitz, Jon (February 11, 2017). "Sears, Kmart Drop 31 Trump Home Items From Their Online Shops"[image: External link]. Fox Business Network. Retrieved February 12, 2017.


	
^ Reed, Sam (March 31, 2017). "Bed Bath & Beyond Is the Latest Retailer to Drop Trump Products"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Retrieved April 1, 2017.


	
^ Perry, David (February 5, 2009). "Serta to partner with Trump Home"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ Perry, David; Slaughter, Powell (September 7, 2009). "Serta keeps Trump pricing affordable but luxury high"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ "Serta International to show at October High Point Market, will showcase Trump Home bedding collection"[image: External link]. Furniture Today[image: External link]. July 22, 2009. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ Perry, David (June 22, 2009). "Trump sells new line for Serta"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ Perry, David (September 7, 2009). "Trump aims to move mattresses with sharply priced Serta line"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ a b Boston, Claire (July 1, 2015). "Serta Will Stop Selling Donald Trump Mattress Line in Latest Defection"[image: External link]. Bloomberg L.P.[image: External link] Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ Perry, David (September 8, 2009). "Serta Canada to introduce Trump mattresses at The Brick"[image: External link]. Furniture Today. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ "Trump Home and Serta Launch New iSeries Mattress Technology"[image: External link]. Furniture World. May 5, 2012. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ "Trump Home Partners With Downlite To Introduce Basic Bedding"[image: External link]. Furniture World. August 21, 2012. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ "Trump Home and Serta Launch New Hybrid Mattress Collection"[image: External link]. Furniture World. April 11, 2014. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ Eaton, Sabrina (July 2, 2015). "Serta mattress company kicks Donald Trump out of bed"[image: External link]. Cleveland.com. Retrieved December 27, 2016.








TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Furniture companies of the United States[image: External link]

	Furniture makers[image: External link]

	Luxury brands[image: External link]

	Manufacturing companies established in 2007[image: External link]

	2007 establishments in the United States[image: External link]

	Assets owned by the Trump Organization[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 1 April 2017, at 21:33.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Trump Home: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trump_Home [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Trump_Home [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Represented models (past and present)

	2 See also

	3 References

	4 External links





Trump Model Management






Trump Model Management is a New York City[image: External link]-based modeling agency[image: External link] owned by Donald Trump. Originally known as "T Models", it was founded by Trump in 1999.[1][2]

In August 2016, former Trump models alleged that they had worked for the agency without the company having obtained proper work visas[image: External link] on their behalf.[3][4][5] In April 2017, it was announced that the agency would be closed down.[6][7]
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Trump Productions






Trump Productions LLC is an American television production company established by Donald Trump in 2004 that serves as the entertainment business wing of the Trump Organization[image: External link]. The company produces numerous network and cable television shows including The Apprentice[image: External link] and Celebrity Apprentice[image: External link] in association with Mark Burnett Productions. The New York television production firm produces both his "The Apprentice" and "Celebrity Apprentice" programs as well as the Miss USA and Miss Universe pageants, which the Trump Organization said are collectively worth a total of $15 million and entertainment has brought in more than $4 million in revenue in 2015.[1]

Donald Trump serves as the Chairman and CEO of the company which is currently based in Los Angeles, California.[2][3][4][5]
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	Trump Winery



	



	Location
	
Charlottesville, Virginia[image: External link], USA



	Formerly
	Kluge Estate Winery and Vineyard



	Founded
	October, 2011



	Key people
	
Donald Trump, Owner

Eric Trump, President

Kerry Woolard, General Manager

Jonathan Wheeler, Winemaker



	Parent company
	
The Trump Organization

Eric Trump Wine Manufacturing LLC



	Distribution
	International



	Tasting[image: External link]
	Open to the public



	Website
	http://www.trumpwinery.com[image: External link]
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Trump Winery (formerly Kluge Estate Winery and Vineyard[1]) is a Virginia winery[image: External link] situated on Trump Vineyard Estates in Charlottesville, Virginia[image: External link]. It is the largest winery vineyard in Virginia. The vineyard was purchased by businessman (now U.S. President[image: External link]) Donald Trump in April 2011[2] and was officially re-opened in October 2011.[3] It is currently run by Trump's son Eric, under the name Eric Trump Wine Manufacturing LLC.[4][5]

The current General Manager of the winery, Kerry Hannon Woolard, was a supporter of Donald Trump's 2016 presidential campaign and appeared as a guest speaker at the 2016 Republican National Convention as well as other campaign events.[6]
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 Acquisition




Donald Trump has been accused of having deliberately driven down the value of the vineyard prior to purchasing it out of foreclosure from Patricia Kluge, a former nude model and former wife of American billionaire John Kluge[image: External link]. After her divorce in 1990, Kluge spent much of her remaining fortune over the following two decades, in 1999 establishing a winery and continuing to expand its production.[7] She and her new husband also took out $65 million in loans to fund the expansion.[7] In 2011 the couple defaulted on the loans.[7][8] Bank of America[image: External link] acquired the mortgage on the mansion itself, but the surrounding property was still held in a Kluge family trust. Trump, a longstanding friend of Patricia Kluge, bought the 200 acres (0.81 km2) surrounding the property directly from the trust for less than $500,000. The bank later alleged that Trump subsequently arranged for "No Trespassing" signs to be placed around the property and to allow the lawns to become overgrown in order to ward off potential buyers and to give the appearance of Trump's exclusive access to the property, although the bank's property interest in the main house included right-of-way easements[image: External link]. Trump then purchased the land from Bank of America[image: External link] for $3.6 million, a significant discount from the $16 million the bank had paid at the foreclosure auction to retain the property[9] and to Kluge's original $100 million asking price the prior year.[7]

In March 2016 Donald Trump stated publicly that he owned "the largest winery on the east coast,"[4][5][10], although according to Politifact[image: External link] it is not.[11]
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 Awards




Before Trump acquired the winery, it had already won over 21 awards throughout the United States and the world. It received 10 Gold Standard awards, including the "Best Sparkling Wines in the World" award for Kluge SP Rosé.

In March 2013, Wine Enthusiast[image: External link] magazine gave the 2007 Trump SP Reserve a 91-point rating, which was at that time the highest rating for a still or sparkling Virginia wine.[12]
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 Boycott




During Valentine's Day[image: External link] weekend of 2017, a Virginia chapter of the National Organization for Women[image: External link] (NOW) called for a boycott of Wegmans[image: External link] supermarkets in the state. NOW had wanted to protest President Trump by calling for shoppers to not go to Wegmans due to them selling Trump Winery products.

However, it wound up having the opposite effect as many Trump supporters who had heard about the planned boycott went to the ten Wegmans locations in Virginia specifically to purchase Trump Winery products, causing them to sell most of their stock on hand.[13]
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Trump Entertainment Resorts






For hotels currently associated with the Trump family, see Trump Organization[image: External link].

Trump Entertainment Resorts, Inc. was a gaming[image: External link] and hospitality[image: External link] company that owned and operated the now shuttered Trump Taj Mahal hotel and casino as well as the now shuttered Trump Plaza Hotel and Casino and the Trump Marina[image: External link] located in Atlantic City, New Jersey, United States. Formerly known as Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts, it was founded in 1995 by now 45th President of the United States Donald Trump, who has not had any formal role in the company since 2011 if not earlier.[1] The company filed for bankruptcy in 2004, 2009 and 2014. It has been a subsidiary of Icahn Enterprises[image: External link] since 2016.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




Donald Trump began purchasing properties along the Atlantic City boardwalk in the early 1980s and received a casino license from the New Jersey Casino Control Commission[image: External link] (CCC) on March 15, 1982.[2] He had planned to build his own casino on the boardwalk, but was stalled on the project when Mike Rose, then CEO of Holiday Inn and Harrah's[image: External link] approached him to manage construction of a Holiday Inn Casino-Hotel. It opened in May 1984 and two years later Trump bought out Holiday Inn's shares in the property and renamed it the Trump Plaza Hotel and Casino.[3]

In 1985, Trump purchased the nearly-complete Atlantic City Hilton hotel and casino property at the Atlantic marina from Hilton Hotels[image: External link] for $325 million. The hotel chain sold the property after its application for a gaming license was turned down by the CCC.[4] Trump originally opened the property as Trump's Castle Hotel Casino, and later renamed it the Trump Marina[image: External link].

In 1988, Trump purchased the unfinished Taj Mahal property from Resorts International for $230 million after negotiations with Merv Griffin in which the two men divided the assets of the failing company.[5] The casino, at the time the largest in Atlantic City, would eventually cost almost $1 billion by the time it opened in 1990. Trump completed the project using junk bonds, a decision that hurt the company afterward as the gaming industry struggled in a recession[image: External link] and interest rates became unmanageable.[6][7]

In 1995, Trump established Trump Hotels and Casino Resorts (THCR) as a publicly traded company, granting it ownership of the Trump Plaza and the under-development Trump Casino in Gary, Indiana.[8] The following year, THCR bought the Trump Taj Mahal at a valuation of $890 million,[9][10] and bought the Trump Castle from Trump for $486 million (including $355 million in assumed debt).[11]

In 1996, the company opened Trump World's Fair[image: External link], a casino adjunct to the Trump Plaza.[12] The World's Fair was closed in 1999, with plans to replace it with a larger resort.[13]

In 1997, THCR was one of eleven applicants for three casino licenses available in Detroit[image: External link], with a $542-million proposal for the Trump Motor City Hotel Casino, in partnership with Mel Farr[image: External link].[14] The bid was ultimately dropped from consideration because of Mayor Dennis Archer[image: External link]'s doubts about the company's financial condition.[14]

In 1998, THCR business consultants spent at least $68,000 on a trip to Cuba[image: External link] in violation to the United States embargo against Cuba[image: External link]. According to a report by Newsweek[image: External link], the consulting firm Seven Arrows Investment and Development instructed THCR on how to evade the embargo by linking the money to a charitable effort.[15]

In 1999, THCR agreed to purchase the Flamingo Hilton Casino Kansas City for $15 million,[16] but the deal fell through when Missouri gaming regulators did not approve the company's gaming license by a contractual deadline.[17]

THCR entered a management agreement in 2000 to operate the Spotlight 29 Casino[image: External link], an Indian casino[image: External link] in Coachella, California[image: External link].[18]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Financial troubles




Trump Entertainment Resorts and its predecessors have filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection[image: External link] four times, in 1991, following construction of the $1-billion Trump Taj Mahal, and in 2004, 2009 and 2014.

In 2004, Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts explored various options for restructuring its debt, amid speculation that it might file for bankruptcy. A possible arrangement with Credit Suisse First Boston[image: External link] was not completed because the bondholders rejected it.[19]

On October 21, 2004, the company announced a preliminary agreement with its investors. Trump, who had been the majority owner, would reduce his stock ownership from 56 to 27 percent. Bondholders would surrender some of their debt in exchange for stock. On October 27, the company announced that Morgan Stanley[image: External link] would be the joint lead arranger for a $500 million financing as part of the restructuring plan. On November 21, the company filed for bankruptcy. Trump said the filing was "really just a technical thing" as the best way to implement the restructuring plan.[20] The plan was submitted to the Bankruptcy Court[image: External link] on December 16, 2004.

After the 2004 bankruptcy, Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts changed its name to Trump Entertainment Resorts (TER).

In 2005, the company's involvement in the Spotlight 29 Casino ended, as the tribe bought out the casino management agreement for $6 million.[21] Later that year, TER sold its Indiana casino to The Majestic Star Casino, LLC[image: External link] for $253 million.[22][23] The company had also been awarded a license to build a second casino in Orange County, Indiana[image: External link], but dropped this plan, due in part to the state's concerns about the company's viability.[24]

In 2007, the company attempted to negotiate a buyout[image: External link] with several public and private firms, but on July 2, it announced that it could not reach a deal, and would take itself off the market. The company planned to lay off employees in order to cut costs.[25]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2009 bankruptcy and restructuring




The casino group filed for bankruptcy again in February 2009,[26][27] owing $1.2 billion. Two sets of debt holders eventually proposed reorganization plans for the group in U.S. bankruptcy court.

Trump initially made an agreement with banker and poker player Andrew Beal[image: External link], owner of Beal Bank[image: External link], which held $500 million in the group's debt, to take over the resorts. However, citing concerns about the bank's lack of gaming experience, he dropped them in favor of hedge fund Avenue Capital Management[image: External link], a plan favored by other bondholders. Beal then partnered with investor, Carl Icahn, who had worked on restructuring another Atlantic City casino, the Tropicana[image: External link].[28] In court, Trump argued that he would fight the Icahn/Beal team if they sought to use his name and likeness on the group's properties.[29] Instead he signed an agreement with Avenue Capital in which he would receive 5% stock in the reorganized company and another 5% in exchange for the use of his name and likeness in perpetuity.

The bankruptcy court eventually sided with the Trump/Avenue partnership, favored by bond holders who believed that Trump's brand would result in a stronger company after reorganization.[30]

In 2011, TER sold the Trump Marina[image: External link] to Landry's Restaurants[image: External link], which also operates the Golden Nugget[image: External link] in Las Vegas.[31]
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 Post-bankruptcy




In February 2013, the company agreed to sell the Trump Plaza for $20 million to the Meruelo Group[image: External link], a California-based company whose holdings include the Grand Sierra Resort[image: External link] in Reno[image: External link]. The proceeds would be used to pay down the company's debt to a level of $270 million. CEO Robert Griffin said TER would consider also selling the Trump Taj Mahal for the right price.[32] However, Carl Icahn, who held the mortgage on the Trump casinos, would reject the sale of the Trump Plaza.[33]

In early August 2014, Donald Trump filed a lawsuit demanding removal of his name from the company's two casinos, because they had allegedly been allowed to fall into disrepair, in breach of the licensing agreement for Trump's name.[34]
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 2014 bankruptcy




In September 2014, Trump Entertainment Resorts filed again for bankruptcy,[35][36] and closed the Trump Plaza.[37] On a motion made by union UNITE HERE[image: External link] Local 54,[38] relating to the bankruptcy action, the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit ruled in Trump Entertainment's favor on January 15, 2016 and held that Trump Entertainment could reject the continuing terms and conditions of a collective bargaining[image: External link] agreement with the union, an agreement that had already expired by its terms. This case was significant as it was a matter of First impression[image: External link] among the courts of appeal and could significantly alter the balance of power between debtor-employers and their unions.[39]

The company exited bankruptcy in February 2016 and became a subsidiary of Icahn Enterprises[image: External link].[40]
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 2016 and closure of Taj Mahal




On October 10, 2016 the Trump Taj Mahal closed for the final time. Trump Entertainment will remain operating to deal with the transfer of some points on the Trump One card account.[41] The Trump Taj website is empty.[42]
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 Former properties




The company's former properties include:


	Harrah's at Trump Plaza in Atlantic City, New Jersey (formerly a 50/50 partnership with Harrah's[image: External link]) now wholly owned and renamed as the Trump Plaza, which was closed on September 16, 2014.

	Trump 29 Casino in Coachella, California[image: External link] (formerly a 50/50 partnership with the Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians of California[image: External link]) 2006 Trump officially got out. Now Spotlight 29 Casino[image: External link].

	Trump Casino in Gary, Indiana now the Majestic Star II.

	
Trump World's Fair[image: External link] at Trump Plaza in Atlantic City, New Jersey. Operated as a wing of Trump Plaza, but with its own casino license, it was closed in 1999, and demolished in 2000.

	
Trump Castle[image: External link] (renamed Trump Marina[image: External link] in 1997) in Atlantic City, New Jersey, sold to Landry's, Inc.[image: External link] in 2011 and renamed the Golden Nugget Atlantic City


	
Steel Pier[image: External link], sold in 2011

	
Trump Taj Mahal, a casino and hotel on the Atlantic City boardwalk. Permanently closed on October 10, 2016.
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Miss Universe






Miss Universe is an annual international beauty pageant[image: External link] that is run by the Miss Universe Organization.[1] Along with its rival contests, Miss World[image: External link] and Miss Earth[image: External link], this pageant is one of the most important and publicized beauty pageants[image: External link] in the world.[2][3][4][5] It is held in more than 190 countries worldwide and seen by more than half a billion people annually.[6] The Miss Universe Organization and the brand is currently owned, along with Miss USA and Miss Teen USA, by WME[image: External link]/ IMG[image: External link].

The pageant was founded in 1952[image: External link] by the California[image: External link]-based clothing company Pacific Knitting Mills.[7] Miss Universe Organization licenses local organizations that wish to select the Miss Universe contestant for their country, and approves the selection method for national delegates. The current Miss Universe logo – "the woman with stars" – was created in 1998.[8]

In 2015, after businessman Donald Trump, then co-owner of the pageant, made statements about illegal immigrants from Mexico[image: External link] in his U.S. presidential campaign kickoff speech, NBC decided to end its business relationship with him and stated that it would no longer air the Miss Universe or Miss USA pageants on its networks.[9] In September 2015, Trump bought NBC's share of the Miss Universe Organization, becoming its sole owner for three days, then sold the entire company to the WME/IMG talent agency.[7]

The current Miss Universe is Iris Mittenaere[image: External link] of France[image: External link] who was crowned on January 30, 2017 in Manila[image: External link], Philippines.
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 History




The title "Miss Universe" was first used by the International Pageant of Pulchritude[image: External link] in 1926. This contest was held annually until 1935, when the Great Depression[image: External link] and other events preceding World War II[image: External link] led to its demise.

The current Miss Universe pageant was founded in 1952 by Pacific Knitting Mills, a California[image: External link]-based clothing company and manufacturer of Catalina Swimwear[image: External link]. The company was the sponsor of the Miss America[image: External link] pageant until 1951, when the winner, Yolande Betbeze[image: External link], refused to pose for publicity pictures wearing one of their swimsuits. In 1952, Pacific Knitting Mills organised the Miss USA and Miss Universe pageants, co-sponsoring them for decades to follow.

The first Miss Universe Pageant was held in Long Beach, California[image: External link] in 1952. It was won by Armi Kuusela[image: External link] from Finland[image: External link], who gave up her title, though not officially, to get married, shortly before her year was completed.[10] Until 1958, the Miss Universe title, like that of Miss America, was dated by the year following the contest, so at the time Ms. Kuusela's title was Miss Universe 1953.

Since its founding by Pacific Mills, the pageant has been organized and conducted by the Miss Universe Organization. Eventually Pacific Mills and its subsidiaries were acquired by the Kayser-Roth Corporation[image: External link], which was in turn acquired by Gulf and Western Industries[image: External link].

The pageant was first televised in 1955. CBS began broadcasting[image: External link] the combined Miss USA and Miss Universe pageants in 1960, and as separate contests in 1965. John Charles Daly[image: External link] hosted the pageant from 1955 to 1966, Bob Barker[image: External link] from 1967 to 1987, Alan Thicke[image: External link] in 1988, John Forsythe[image: External link] in 1989, Dick Clark[image: External link] from 1990 to 1993, and Bob Goen[image: External link] from 1994 to 1996.

Donald Trump bought the operating company, Miss Universe, Inc., in 1996 from ITT Corp[image: External link].[11] Trump struck a broadcasting arrangement with CBS for a few years. In 1998, Miss Universe, Inc. changed its name to Miss Universe Organization, and moved its headquarters from Los Angeles[image: External link] to New York City[image: External link].[8][12] In 2002 Trump entered into a joint venture with NBC,[1][13] which in 2003 outbid the other networks for the TV rights.[14] From 2003 to 2014, the pageant was broadcast in the US on NBC.

NBC and Univision[image: External link] dropped the pageant in September 2015 when NBC cancelled all business relationships with the Miss Universe Organization and with Trump in response to his political comments in June 2015 about illegal immigration during his campaign for the presidency of the United States.[9][15] As part of the legal settlement, in September 2015, Trump bought out NBC's 50% stake in the company making him the company's sole owner. Three days later he sold the whole company to WME/IMG.[16] Following the change of ownership, in October 2015, Fox[image: External link] and Azteca[image: External link] became the official broadcaster of the Miss Universe and Miss USA pageants.[17] The current president of the Miss Universe Organization is Paula Shugart.[18]
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 Competition formats




During the early years of the pageant, the delegates who made the first cut were announced after the preliminary competition. From 1965 to the present day, the semifinalists were not announced until the night of the main event. The semifinalists once again competed in evening gown and swimsuit and five finalists were announced. An interview portion was introduced in 1960 to decide the runners-up and the winner.

From 1959 to 1964 there were slight format changes. From 1959 through 1963 there was no cut to reach the five finalists. The runners-up and winner were called from the assembled 15 semifinalists. In 1965 the pageant returned to the original format of a cut to five finalists, and remained so until 1989. In 1969 a final question was posed to the last five contestants. The final question was an on-and-off feature of the pageant. In 1990 it had taken root, and with every pageant since the final contestants have had to answer a final question. In 1990 the pageant implemented major changes in the competition itself. Instead of five finalists, the field was reduced from ten semifinalists to six. Each contestant then randomly selected a judge and answered the question posed by the judge. After that, the field was narrowed down further to a final three. In 1998, the number of finalists was reduced to five, although there still was a cut to a final three. This continued until 2001, when the final five format was reinstated.

In the year 2000, the interview portion of the semifinal was dropped, and the contestants competed only in swimsuits and evening gowns, as in the early years of the pageant.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 2003, the number of semifinalists was increased to fifteen, with cuts made to ten, and then to five contestants. The final question varied, each coming from the final delegates themselves and the current Miss Universe.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 2006, twenty semifinalists were selected for the swimsuit competition, ten of whom went on to the evening gown competition. The five who passed that stage competed in an interview round, after which the runners-up and winner were announced. The 2007 contest followed a similar format, with fifteen contestants competing in the swimsuit stage.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 2011, for the first time, one of the sixteen semifinalists was selected exclusively by TV viewers via online voting.[citation needed[image: External link]] In the 2014 contest held in January 2015, a final question was chosen from thousands submitted by Facebook[image: External link].[19]

In 2015, the contest followed a similar format from its previous years. In the final 5, a contestant answered the question which is related to national issue of their country. After that, the field was narrowed down further to a final three who will then go on to answer one common question, the final Q and A. Finally, there will be a final vote based on overall impression and performance in the last round. For the first time, the rest of the contestants played the role of a final judge and had the chance to choose the new Miss Universe.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The pageant skipped a year again in 2016, as Miss Universe 2016[image: External link] was crowned on January 30, 2017. This is the result of Miss Universe 2014[image: External link] being held in January 2015.

In Miss Universe 2016[image: External link], however, the usual Top 15/16 cut is now down to Top 13 to compete in the swimsuit competition. This will be cut again to Top 9, to compete for the evening gown competition. This will be narrowed down to Top 6 for the question and answer then Top 3 for the final look competition.
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 Contestant selection




Main article: List of Miss Universe countries[image: External link]


Local organizations that wish to select the Miss Universe contestant for their countries must submit bids to the Miss Universe Organization for that right. Occasionally, the traditional license holder for a particular country may lose its bid, as has happened in Italy, Denmark, France, Sweden, Germany, Great Britain, Thailand, and more.

Usually a country's candidate selection involves pageants in major cities, whose winners compete in a national pageant, but there are exceptions. For example, from 2000 to 2004, Australian delegates were chosen by a modeling agency[image: External link]. Although such "castings" are generally discouraged by the Miss Universe Organization, Miss Australia Jennifer Hawkins[image: External link] was chosen to represent in Miss Universe in 2004 (where she would eventually win the crown). When Australia resumed its national pageant, Michelle Guy became Miss Universe Australia 2005.

Recent arrivals in the pageant include Slovenia (2001), China and Albania (2002), Vietnam, Georgia and Ethiopia (2004), Latvia (2005), Kazakhstan (2006), Tanzania (2007), Kosovo (2008), Gabon and Lithuania (2012), Azerbaijan (2013), Sierra Leone (2016), and Cambodia (2017); there have also been efforts to revive strong national pageants in, South Africa[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Southeast Asia and Latin America. The organization makes continual efforts to expand the pageant, but the participation of some countries such as Algeria has proven difficult due to cultural barriers to the swimsuit competition, while others such as Armenia, Mozambique, and Nepal have balked at sending representatives due to the cost.

As of 2016, only three countries have been present at every Miss Universe since its inception in 1952: Canada, France and Germany (actually West Germany until 1990, when East and West reunified). Many European countries allow 17-year-old contestants to compete in their pageants, while Miss Universe's minimum age is 18, so national titleholders often have to be replaced by their runners-up. Beginning in 2012, transgender[image: External link] women were allowed to compete, as long as they win their national pageants.[20] Since its inception, Miss Universe strictly prohibits age fabrication[image: External link].

Some of the most successful national pageants in the last decade have been Venezuela[image: External link], U.S.A., France[image: External link], Philippines[image: External link], and Colombia[image: External link] which command consistently high interest and television ratings in their respective countries. The live broadcasts of the Miss Universe pageant (regardless of the hosting nation) proved highly popular particularly in the Americas and Asia in the recent years.[21]
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 Main pageant




The main Miss Universe Pageant is held over a two-week period in December. In the 1970s through the 1990s, the pageant was a month long. This allowed time for rehearsals, appearances, and the preliminary competition, with the winner being crowned by the previous year's titleholder during the final competition.

According to the organizers, the Miss Universe contest is more than a beauty pageant: women aspiring to become Miss Universe must be intelligent, well-mannered, and cultured[need quotation to verify[image: External link]]. Often a candidate has lost because she did not have a good answer during the question responses rounds; although this section of competition has held less importance during recent pageants than it did in the twentieth century. Delegates also participate in swimsuit and evening gown competitions.

Currently, the final placement of the finalists is determined by a ranked vote, where each judge ranks each of the final three/five candidates, with the contestant posting the lowest cumulative score (thus often, but not necessarily always, the contestant with the most number one votes) becoming the winner. If there is a tie, the higher semifinal scores become decisive.

The winner is assigned a one-year contract with the Miss Universe Organization, going overseas to spread messages about the control of diseases, peace, and public awareness of AIDS. Aside from the job, the winner also receives a cash allowance for her entire reign, a New York Film Academy scholarship, a modelling portfolio, beauty products, clothes, shoes, as well as styling, healthcare, and fitness services by different sponsors of the pageant. She also gains exclusive access to events such as fashion shows and opening galas, as well as access to casting calls and modelling opportunities throughout New York City. When Donald Trump owned the pageant, the winner was given the use of a Trump Place[image: External link] apartment in New York City during her reign, which she shared with the Miss USA and Miss Teen USA titleholders.[22] If the winner, for any reason, cannot fulfill her duties as Miss Universe, the 1st runner-up takes over.

Aside from the main winner and her runners-up, special awards are also given to the winners of the best National Costume, Miss Photogenic, and Miss Congeniality. The Miss Congeniality award is chosen by the delegates themselves. In recent years, Miss Photogenic has been chosen by popular internet vote (the winner used to be chosen by media personnel covering the event).
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 Final judgment




The competition for the Miss Universe title has seen many changes, although there have been several constants throughout its history. All the contestants compete in a preliminary round of judging (nowadays called the "Preliminary Competition") where the field is narrowed to a select number of semifinalists. This number has fluctuated over the years. The first Miss Universe pageant had ten semifinalists. For the next two years, the number of semifinalists grew to 16. In 1955, the number dropped to a stable 15, which remained through 1970. In 1971, the number was reduced to 12. That number was further reduced to 10 in 1984. This lasted until 2003, when the number of 15 was reinstated. In 2006, there were 20 semifinalists, the highest number ever. In 2007, the organization announced the Top 15 system would be back, which was also used in 2008[image: External link] until 2010[image: External link]. In 2011, the results of a fan vote was shown on the screen during the swimsuit and evening gown competitions, but this did not affect the final outcome of the competition. From 2011 to 2013, there were 16 semifinalists, 15 chosen by judges and one chosen through Internet votes. The 16th semifinalist by fan vote has been dropped as of 2015, and the number has been reverted to 15 semifinalists.

In the early years, the contestants were judged in swimsuit and evening gown only. In later years, the contestants also competed in a preliminary interview round in a one-on-one meeting with each individual judge.
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 Crown




The crown of Miss Universe has changed 9 times over the course of its 65-year history.[23] The first crown, the Romanov Imperial nuptial crown, was previously owned by the now-defunct Russian Monarchy. It was used when Armi Kuusela[image: External link] of Finland became the first Miss Universe in 1952[image: External link]. It is believed to be made of approximately 1,535 diamonds and was insured for $500,000. Ironically, a nuptial crown was used to honor a "Miss."[24]

When Christiane Martel[image: External link] of France became Miss Universe 1953[image: External link], the nuptial crown was replaced by a metallic bronze crown. She was the only Miss Universe titleholder to wear this crown.[25] From 1954 to 1960, "The Star of the Universe" was used. It was named as such due to the star shape at the top of the crown. It is made up of approximately 1,000 Oriental cultured and black pearls set in solid gold and platinum and only weighed 1.25 pounds. It was insured for $500,000.[26]

The Rhinestone Crown (purely made from rhinestones) was debuted in 1961, as part of the 10th anniversary of the pageant. Only Marlene Schmidt[image: External link] (Miss Universe 1961[image: External link]) and her successor Norma Nolan[image: External link] (Miss Universe 1962[image: External link]) wore this crown.[27] In 1963, renowned jewelry maker Sarah Coventry[image: External link] was the one responsible for making the new rhinestone Miss Universe crown which featured a female figure (holding a scepter) as its centerpiece. It is also known as The Lady or The Queen crown. The cheap rhinestone design made it possible to create exact replicas of the crown to be given to outgoing titleholders. The design was slightly modified in 1973 for the wearer's ease. This crown was used until 2001, when it was replaced due to a sponsorship deal, thus ending the tradition.[28]

The Miss Universe crown[image: External link] used from 2002–2007 was designed by Mikimoto[image: External link], the official jewelry sponsor of the Miss Universe Organization, and depicted the phoenix[image: External link] rising, signifying status, power and beauty, as stipulated in their sponsorship deal. The crown has 500 diamonds[image: External link] of almost 30 carats (6.0 g), 120 South Sea and Akoya pearls[image: External link], ranging in size from 3 to 18 mm diameter and is valued at $250,000.[29] The Crown was designed for the pageant on Mikimoto Pearl Island in Japan with the Mikimoto crown and tiara being first used for Miss Universe 2002.[30]

In 2008, (Dayana Mendoza[image: External link] of Venezuela[image: External link]) was crowned with a tiara designed by Rosalina Lydster[image: External link] of Jewelry by Rosalina and Ms. Dang Thi Kim Lien of CAO Fine Jewelry. The crown, valued at $120,000, is made of 18-carat white and yellow gold. It is composed of over 1,000 precious stones; including 555 white diamonds (30 carats), 375 cognac diamonds (14 carats), 10 smoky quartz crystals (20 carats) and 19 morganite gemstones (60 carats). The yellow luster of the gold represents the prosperous thriving economy in Vietnam. White, light pink, and cognac are the main hues in the crown which represent inspiration and feeling. Each piece of the crown was designed to represent an important attribute of the Miss Universe Pageant. The curves of inlaid precious stones represent the strong development and potential of each country. The image of the crane (Lac Bird) symbolizes Vietnamese spirit and culture. The image of the heart represents unified breath, rhythm, and vision, which are powerful internal forces that stress faith, hope, and unity. However, Mendoza did not wore this crown and instead wore the Mikimoto designed crown when she crowned her successor/compatriot Stefania Fernandez[image: External link].

From 2009–2013, Diamond Nexus Labs made the Miss Universe crown. The crown is set with 1,371 gemstones, weighing a total of 416.09 carats (83.218 g). It contains 544.31 grams of 14k and 18k white gold as well as platinum.[citation needed[image: External link]] The crown features synthetic rubies to represent Miss Universe's HIV/AIDS education and awareness platform. Diamond Nexus Labs is the first ever eco-friendly Official Jeweler of Miss Universe and was selected as part of NBC Universal's "Green is Universal" initiative.[31][32]

Since 2014, Paulina Vega[image: External link], Pia Wurtzbach[image: External link], and Iris Mittenaere[image: External link] were decorated with a crown estimated to be worth US$300,000, produced in the workshop of Czech company DIC - Diamonds International Corporation.[33][34] The whole production process, from the first sketches to the production itself, took approximately four months. The shape of the crown is reminiscent of Manhattan skyline. Its production required the work of 10 people and the crown is made up of 311 pcs of diamonds[image: External link], 5 pieces of blue topaz[image: External link], 198 pieces of blue sapphire[image: External link], 33 pieces of crystal[image: External link] and 220 grams of gold. Total weight of the crown is 411 g.
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 Recent titleholders




For full list and details, see List of Miss Universe titleholders[image: External link].



	Edition
	Country
	Name
	National Title
	Location
	Number of Entrants



	2016[image: External link]
	  France[image: External link]
	Iris Mittenaere[image: External link]
	Miss France[image: External link]
	Manila[image: External link], Philippines
	86



	2015[image: External link]
	 Philippines
	Pia Wurtzbach[image: External link]
	Binibining Pilipinas[image: External link]
	Las Vegas[image: External link], USA
	80



	2014[image: External link]
	  Colombia[image: External link]
	Paulina Vega[image: External link]
	Miss Colombia[image: External link]
	Doral[image: External link], USA
	88



	2013[image: External link]
	  Venezuela[image: External link]
	Gabriela Isler[image: External link]
	Miss Venezuela[image: External link]
	Moscow[image: External link], Russia
	86





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Gallery of winners





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Miss Universe Organization




The Miss Universe Organization is the organization that currently owns and runs the Miss Universe, Miss USA[35] and Miss Teen USA beauty contests[image: External link]. Based in New York[image: External link], the organization is owned by WME[image: External link]/ IMG[image: External link]. The current president is Paula Shugart. The organization sells television rights to the pageants in other countries.
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 Miss Universe Organization titleholders




The following is a list of all Miss Universe Organization titleholders over the years.



	Edition
	
	Miss Universe
	Country
	
	Miss USA
	State
	
	Miss Teen USA
	State



	2017
	TBA
	TBA
	Kára McCullough[image: External link]
	District of Columbia[image: External link]
	TBA
	TBA



	2016
	Iris Mittenaere[image: External link]
	France[image: External link]
	Deshauna Barber[image: External link]
	District of Columbia[image: External link]
	Karlie Hay[image: External link]
	Texas[image: External link]



	2015
	Pia Wurtzbach[image: External link]
	Philippines[image: External link]
	Olivia Jordan[image: External link]
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Katherine Haik[image: External link]
	Louisiana[image: External link]



	2014
	Paulina Vega[image: External link]
	Colombia[image: External link]
	Nia Sanchez[image: External link]
	Nevada[image: External link]
	K. Lee Graham[image: External link]
	South Carolina[image: External link]



	2013
	Gabriela Isler[image: External link]
	Venezuela[image: External link]
	Erin Brady[image: External link]
	Connecticut[image: External link]
	Cassidy Wolf[image: External link]
	California[image: External link]



	2012
	Olivia Culpo[image: External link]
	USA
	Nana Meriwether[image: External link]
	Maryland[image: External link]
	Logan West[image: External link]
	Connecticut[image: External link]



	2011
	Leila Lopes
	Angola[image: External link]
	Alyssa Campanella[image: External link]
	California[image: External link]
	Danielle Doty[image: External link]
	Texas[image: External link]



	2010
	Ximena Navarrete[image: External link]
	Mexico[image: External link]
	Rima Fakih[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Kamie Crawford[image: External link]
	Maryland[image: External link]



	2009
	Stefanía Fernández[image: External link]
	Venezuela[image: External link]
	Kristen Dalton[image: External link]
	North Carolina[image: External link]
	Stormi Henley[image: External link]
	Tennessee[image: External link]



	2008
	Dayana Mendoza[image: External link]
	Venezuela[image: External link]
	Crystle Stewart[image: External link]
	Texas[image: External link]
	Stevi Perry[image: External link]
	Arkansas[image: External link]



	2007
	Riyo Mori[image: External link]
	Japan[image: External link]
	Rachel Smith[image: External link]
	Tennessee[image: External link]
	Hilary Cruz[image: External link]
	Colorado[image: External link]



	2006
	Zuleyka Rivera[image: External link]
	Puerto Rico[image: External link]
	Tara Conner[image: External link]
	Kentucky[image: External link]
	Katie Blair[image: External link]
	Montana[image: External link]



	2005
	Natalie Glebova[image: External link]
	Canada[image: External link]
	Chelsea Cooley[image: External link]
	North Carolina[image: External link]
	Allie LaForce[image: External link]
	Ohio[image: External link]



	2004
	Jennifer Hawkins[image: External link]
	Australia[image: External link]
	Shandi Finnessey[image: External link]
	Missouri[image: External link]
	Shelley Hennig[image: External link]
	Louisiana[image: External link]



	2003
	Amelia Vega[image: External link]
	Dominican Republic[image: External link]
	Susie Castillo[image: External link]
	Massachusetts[image: External link]
	Tami Farrell[image: External link]
	Oregon[image: External link]



	2002
	Justine Pasek[image: External link]
	Panama[image: External link]
	Shauntay Hinton[image: External link]
	District of Columbia[image: External link]
	Vanessa Semrow[image: External link]
	Wisconsin[image: External link]



	Oxana Fedorova[image: External link][a]
	Russia[image: External link]



	2001
	Denise Quiñones[image: External link]
	Puerto Rico[image: External link]
	Kandace Krueger[image: External link]
	Texas[image: External link]
	Marissa Whitley[image: External link]
	Missouri[image: External link]



	2000
	Lara Dutta[image: External link]
	India[image: External link]
	Lynnette Cole[image: External link]
	Tennessee[image: External link]
	Jillian Parry[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania[image: External link]



	1999
	Mpule Kwelagobe[image: External link]
	Botswana[image: External link]
	Kimberly Pressler[image: External link]
	New York[image: External link]
	Ashley Coleman[image: External link]
	Delaware[image: External link]



	1998
	Wendy Fitzwilliam[image: External link]
	Trinidad & Tobago[image: External link]
	Shawnae Jebbia[image: External link]
	Massachusetts[image: External link]
	Vanessa Minnillo[image: External link]
	South Carolina[image: External link]



	1997
	Brook Lee[image: External link]
	USA
	Brandi Sherwood[image: External link]
	Idaho[image: External link]
	Shelly Moore[image: External link]
	Tennessee[image: External link]



	1996
	Alicia Machado[image: External link]
	Venezuela[image: External link]
	Ali Landry[image: External link]
	Louisiana[image: External link]
	Christie Lee Woods[image: External link]
	Texas[image: External link]



	1995
	Chelsi Smith[image: External link]
	USA
	Shanna Moakler[image: External link]
	New York[image: External link]
	Keylee Sue Sanders[image: External link]
	Kansas[image: External link]



	1994
	Sushmita Sen[image: External link]
	India[image: External link]
	Lu Parker[image: External link]
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	Shauna Gambill[image: External link]
	California[image: External link]



	1993
	Dayanara Torres[image: External link]
	Puerto Rico[image: External link]
	Kenya Moore[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Charlotte Lopez[image: External link]
	Vermont[image: External link]



	1992
	Michelle McLean[image: External link]
	Namibia[image: External link]
	Shannon Marketic[image: External link]
	California[image: External link]
	Jamie Solinger[image: External link]
	Iowa[image: External link]



	1991
	Lupita Jones[image: External link]
	Mexico[image: External link]
	Kelli McCarty[image: External link]
	Kansas[image: External link]
	Janelle Bishop[image: External link]
	New Hampshire[image: External link]



	1990
	Mona Grudt[image: External link]
	Norway[image: External link]
	Carole Gist[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Bridgette Wilson[image: External link]
	Oregon[image: External link]



	1989
	Angela Visser[image: External link]
	Netherlands[image: External link]
	Gretchen Polhemus[image: External link]
	Texas[image: External link]
	Brandi Sherwood[image: External link]
	Idaho[image: External link]



	1988
	Porntip Nakhirunkanok[image: External link]
	Thailand[image: External link]
	Courtney Gibbs[image: External link]
	Texas[image: External link]
	Mindy Duncan[image: External link]
	Oregon[image: External link]



	1987
	Cecilia Bolocco[image: External link]
	Chile[image: External link]
	Michelle Royer[image: External link]
	Texas[image: External link]
	Kristi Addis[image: External link]
	Mississippi[image: External link]



	1986
	Bárbara Palacios[image: External link]
	Venezuela[image: External link]
	Christy Fichtner[image: External link]
	Texas[image: External link]
	Allison Brown[image: External link]
	Oklahoma[image: External link]



	1985
	Deborah Carthy-Deu[image: External link]
	Puerto Rico[image: External link]
	Laura Martinez-Herring[image: External link]
	Texas[image: External link]
	Kelly Hu[image: External link]
	Hawaii[image: External link]



	1984
	Yvonne Ryding[image: External link]
	Sweden[image: External link]
	Mai Shanley[image: External link]
	New Mexico[image: External link]
	Cherise Haugen[image: External link]
	Illinois[image: External link]



	1983
	Lorraine Downes[image: External link]
	New Zealand[image: External link]
	Julie Hayek[image: External link]
	California[image: External link]
	Ruth Zakarian[image: External link]
	New York[image: External link]



	1982
	Karen Baldwin[image: External link]
	Canada[image: External link]
	Terri Utley[image: External link]
	Arkansas[image: External link]
	↑ No Pageant Held

(established in 1983)



	1981
	Irene Sáez[image: External link]
	Venezuela[image: External link]
	Kim Seelbrede[image: External link]
	Ohio[image: External link]



	1980
	Shawn Weatherly[image: External link]
	USA
	Jineane Ford[image: External link]
	Arizona[image: External link]



	1979
	Maritza Sayalero[image: External link]
	Venezuela[image: External link]
	Mary Therese Friel[image: External link]
	New York[image: External link]



	1978
	Margaret Gardiner[image: External link]
	South Africa[image: External link]
	Judi Andersen[image: External link]
	Hawaii[image: External link]



	1977
	Janelle Commissiong[image: External link]
	Trinidad & Tobago[image: External link]
	Kimberly Tomes[image: External link]
	Texas[image: External link]



	1976
	Rina Messinger[image: External link]
	Israel[image: External link]
	Barbara Peterson[image: External link]
	Minnesota[image: External link]



	1975
	Anne Marie Pohtamo[image: External link]
	Finland[image: External link]
	Summer Bartholomew[image: External link]
	California[image: External link]



	1974
	Amparo Muñoz[image: External link]
	Spain[image: External link]
	Karen Morrison[image: External link]
	Illinois[image: External link]



	1973
	Margarita Moran[image: External link]
	Philippines[image: External link]
	Amanda Jones[image: External link]
	Illinois[image: External link]



	1972
	Kerry Anne Wells[image: External link]
	Australia[image: External link]
	Tanya Wilson[image: External link]
	Hawaii[image: External link]



	1971
	Georgina Rizk[image: External link]
	Lebanon[image: External link]
	Michele McDonald[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania[image: External link]



	1970
	Marisol Malaret[image: External link]
	Puerto Rico[image: External link]
	Deborah Shelton[image: External link]
	Virginia[image: External link]



	1969
	Gloria Diaz[image: External link]
	Philippines[image: External link]
	Wendy Dascomb[image: External link]
	Virginia[image: External link]



	1968
	Martha Vasconcellos[image: External link]
	Brazil[image: External link]
	Dorothy Anstett[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]



	1967
	Sylvia Hitchcock[image: External link]
	USA
	Cheryl Ann Patton[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]



	1966
	Margareta Arvidsson[image: External link]
	Sweden[image: External link]
	Maria Remenyi[image: External link]
	California[image: External link]



	1965
	Apasra Hongsakula[image: External link]
	Thailand[image: External link]
	Sue Downey[image: External link]
	Ohio[image: External link]



	1964
	Corinna Tsopei[image: External link]
	Greece[image: External link]
	Bobbi Johnson[image: External link]
	District of Columbia[image: External link]



	1963
	Iêda Maria Vargas[image: External link]
	Brazil[image: External link]
	Marite Ozers[image: External link]
	Illinois[image: External link]



	1962
	Norma Nolan[image: External link]
	Argentina[image: External link]
	Macel Leilani Wilson[image: External link]
	Hawaii[image: External link]



	1961
	Marlene Schmidt[image: External link]
	Germany[image: External link]
	Sharon Brown[image: External link]
	Louisiana[image: External link]



	1960
	Linda Bement[image: External link]
	USA
	Linda Bement[image: External link]
	Utah[image: External link]



	1959
	Akiko Kojima[image: External link]
	Japan[image: External link]
	Terry Huntingdon[image: External link]
	California[image: External link]



	1958
	Luz Marina Zuluaga[image: External link]
	Colombia[image: External link]
	Arlene Howell[image: External link]
	Louisiana[image: External link]



	1957
	Gladys Zender[image: External link]
	Peru[image: External link]
	Charlotte Sheffield[image: External link]
	Utah[image: External link]



	Mary Leona Gage[image: External link][b]
	Maryland[image: External link]



	1956
	Carol Morris[image: External link]
	USA
	Carol Morris[image: External link]
	Iowa[image: External link]



	1955
	Hillevi Rombin[image: External link]
	Sweden[image: External link]
	Carlene Johnson[image: External link]
	Vermont[image: External link]



	1954
	Miriam Stevenson[image: External link]
	USA
	Miriam Stevenson[image: External link]
	South Carolina[image: External link]



	1953
	Christiane Martel[image: External link]
	France[image: External link]
	Myrna Hansen[image: External link]
	Illinois[image: External link]



	1952
	Armi Kuusela[image: External link]
	Finland[image: External link]
	Jackie Loughery[image: External link]
	New York[image: External link]




a In 2002, Fedorova was dethroned by the Miss Universe Organization and replaced by Pasek, the first runner-up.

b In 1957, Gage was stripped of her Miss USA title when it was revealed that she was married and the mother of two children. Sheffield, the first runner-up, replaced her.
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 Licensing




The Miss Universe brand has been licensed for use in various products, including Farouk Systems' line of hair care products named Miss Universe Style Illuminate by CHI.[36]

Electronic Arts[image: External link] was reportedly developing a video game[image: External link] based on the pageant, but development status is currently uncertain due to the closure of EA Black Box[image: External link], the studio allegedly developing the game.[37] A slot machine mobile game, Miss Universe: Crowning Moment, was released by High 5 Casino for iOS[image: External link] and Android[image: External link] devices in 2013.[38]

An official mobile companion app of the Miss Universe Organization was released in May 2016.[39]
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The Donald J. Trump Foundation is a New York-based private foundation founded and chaired by President of the United States Donald Trump. It has been a source of controversy, criticism and scrutiny. The foundation has been fined for making political contributions[1] and admitted engaging in self-dealing practices to benefit Trump, his family, and businesses.[2][3] On December 24, 2016, Trump said he intends to dissolve the foundation. As of 2017 June 1 he has not done so.
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 History and structure
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 History




Donald Trump established the Donald J. Trump Foundation in 1988 as a private foundation.[4][5][6] It was founded to donate the proceeds from the book Trump: The Art of the Deal.[7][8] It operated from Trump's business office in New York and has no paid staff.[9] The board of directors consisted of Donald Trump, his three adult children and a Trump Organization employee.[10] In 2015, a Trump Organization spokesperson told The New York Post that Trump makes all decisions regarding the granting of Trump Foundation money.[11] On December 24, 2016, Trump said he plans to dissolve the foundation in order to avoid the appearance of conflict of interest.[12]

Like many private foundations, it conducted no charitable programs of its own; instead, it granted money to other tax-exempt organizations.[9][13] According to the foundation's recent IRS Form 990[image: External link] filing, in making grants it did not impose on its directors any "restrictions or limitations on awards such as by geographical areas, charitable fields, kinds of institutions, or other factors".[14]
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 Sources of foundation money




Since inception through 2015, Trump has contributed $5.5 million to the Trump Foundation while outside donors have contributed an additional $9.3 million.[15][16] Since making a $35,000 gift in 2008,[11] Trump has made no additional personal donations since 2015. Many of the outside donors have done business with Trump or the Trump Organization.[17] Several philanthropy experts note that having a family foundation without any family money is unusual.[15][17]

The top donors to the foundation from 2004 to 2014 were Vince and Linda McMahon of World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE). They jointly donated $5 million to the foundation after Trump appeared at WrestleMania in 2007 and 2009.[17][18] The donations were filed by the Trump Foundation as coming from the WWE, though the WWE said the money had come from Vince and Linda McMahon personally.[19]
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 Investigations by The Washington Post and others




During the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], David Fahrenthold[image: External link] of The Washington Post initiated an investigation into Trump's history of charitable giving. Trump had claimed in January 2016 that he had raised $6,000,000 for veteran's causes at a rally held on the date of a scheduled televised Republican debate, which he had skipped.[20][21] The $6,000,000 purportedly included $1,000,000 of his own money.[22] The Post began its investigation by attempting to verify the donations and identify the beneficiary charities of the $6,000,000. The Post found that, several months after the rally, the Trump Foundation had yet to disburse funds to any veteran-related charities.[20] The investigation eventually widened into a larger investigation into Trump's history of charitable giving.[23]

In June 2016, in response to criticism, Trump asserted publicly that he had given approximately $102 million to charitable causes from 2009 through 2015[24] and released a 93-page list of the beneficiaries of the money.[25] Subsequent reporting by the Post and other news organizations found that many of the donations Trump claimed as having made personally over this 5-year period were made out of Trump Foundation, which by 2009, no longer held any money donated by Trump.[11] Further investigations led to an increasing list of allegations of abuse inside the foundation since its creation.[26][27][28][29]

Fahrenthold's investigation into the Trump Foundation and Trump's history of personal charitable giving involved hundreds of calls to charities associated with Donald Trump; it was also notable in that he drew heavily on support and investigative help from a large number of his Twitter followers who helped him track down leads on specific charities.[30] Fahrenthold received the 2017 Pulitzer Prize for National Reporting[image: External link] for his investigations into the Trump Foundation.[23]
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 Legal and ethical controversies






	External audio



	
Journalist Says Trump Foundation May Have Engaged In 'Self-Dealing'[image: External link], 37:18, September 28, 2016, Fresh Air[image: External link] with Terry Gross[image: External link][31] Interview with David Fahrenthold[image: External link]





See also: Legal affairs of Donald Trump


Accusations against Trump and his foundation include the following:
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 Solicitation of donations without a license




Under New York State law, a not-for-profit foundation must register as a "7A Charitable Organization" if it plans to solicit outside donations in excess of $25,000 in any year.[32] The Trump Foundation was initially registered as a private foundation set up solely to receive his own personal donations. As long as it was registered as a private foundation and not soliciting outside funds, it did not have to file annual audited reports with the New York State Charities Bureau[32] However, records show that Trump began soliciting donations at least as early as 2004[32] and possibly as early as 1989.[33]
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 Delay in granting donations solicited for veterans organizations' benefit




In April 2016, Fox News reported that, more than two months after Trump said he had raised $6 million for military veterans at a pre-Iowa caucus[image: External link] fundraiser, "most of the organizations targeted to receive the money have gotten less than half of that amount."[34] Around that time, Trump also said he had contributed $1,000,000 of his personal funds.[20] In late May, Trump revised his figures downward, saying that $5.6 million had been raised at the event and that he had contributed his $1,000,000 share only the previous week, after the media criticized him.[20] He also provided a list of the beneficiaries of the $5.6 million.[35]
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 Foundation grants as political advertisements




Trump may have used Trump Foundation grants to advance his presidential campaign, in violation of rules barring charities from engaging in political activity.[36] Trump distributed at least some of the funds publicly at "Donald Trump for President" political rallies, displaying large-size donation checks that included his campaign slogan “Make America Great Again” or a link to a campaign website.[16][36][37]
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 Grants to the National Museum of Catholic Art and Library




In each of 1995 and 1999, the Trump Foundation granted $50,000 to the National Museum of Catholic Art and Library. A 2001 report by The Village Voice[image: External link] stated, after visiting the museum in East Harlem[image: External link], that the facility had "next to no art" and no official connection to the Catholic church[image: External link], despite having had a 10-year track record of soliciting large-scale donations for its collection. The Voice and, later, the The Washington Post, concluded that Trump may have directed the grants to the museum to curry favor with the museum's then chairman, Eddie Malloy, who was also head of the Building and Construction Trades Council of Greater New York. The Council had worked on behalf of one of the unions of workers who worked on Trump construction projects.[16][38]
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 Failure to make pledged 9/11 donations




An investigation by the New York City Comptroller[image: External link]'s office in October 2016 showed that Trump and/or the Donald Trump Foundation may have failed to honor at least one pledge to charities established to provide relief for victims of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks[image: External link]. Trump had made a pledge of $10,000 to the Twin Towers Fund on the The Howard Stern Show in late September 2001.[39] The Twin Towers Fund, later administered as part of the New York City Public and Private Initiative, was created by then-New York City Mayor[image: External link] Rudolph Giuliani "to benefit the families of firefighters and police officers who died in the attacks.[40]

During the 2016 Republican National Convention, Giuliani announced that Trump had made unspecified "anonymous" donations after the Sep 11 attacks, although such donations have not been identified.[39] Giuliani also said, in support of Trump's candidacy, "Every time New York City suffered a tragedy Donald Trump was there to help,.... He's not going to like my telling you this but he did it anonymously.”[39]

The New York City Comptroller's office told the New York Daily News it had manually reviewed "approximately 1,500 pages of donor records of the Twin Towers Fund and the related entity NYC Public/Private Initiatives Inc., containing the names of more than 110,000 individuals and entities that were collected as part of the audits" through August 2012.[41] According to the News, Comptroller Scott Stringer[image: External link] "found that Trump and [the Trump Foundation] hadn't donated a dime in the months after 9/11"; however, because the reviewed period only covered one year after the attacks, the Comptroller's office was "unable to conclude definitively" that Trump never gave to the fund after August 2002.[39] According to its IRS[image: External link] Form 990[image: External link] tax filings, the Trump Foundation made no grants to the Twin Towers Fund or to NYC Public/Private Initiatives, Inc. from 2002 through 2014, although Trump may have made personal donations after August 2002 that would not have shown up in these filings.[39]

In 2016, after the convention, Trump's campaign suggested that the Trump Foundation made a grant to the American Red Cross[image: External link] after the attacks; however no record of this exists in the foundation's tax filings from 2001 through 2014. As with the Twin Towers Fund, if Trump instead had made a personal donation, it would not have shown up in the foundation's records.[39]
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 Using Trump Foundation money to settle Trump Organization legal disputes




Trump may have used foundation money to settle his personal or business legal disputes on at least two occasions.

In 2007, Trump used Trump Foundation funds to settle a 2006 legal dispute between the Town of Palm Beach, Florida[image: External link], and Trump's Mar-a-Lago country club. The town said that the club's flagpole violated town height limit rules and levied a daily accruing fine against the club. The club's flagpole was 80 feet tall, 38 feet above limits imposed by the town. Palm Beach began fining Trump $1,250 per day for the violation. Trump countersued Palm Beach for $25 million on US constitutional grounds for restricting his 1st amendment rights of free speech and his 14th amendment rights of equal protection. The suit alleged that at least 20 other properties had violated the height restrictions but were not similarly fined.[42] It also alleged that a shorter flagpole "would fail to appropriately express the magnitude of Donald J. Trump's…patriotism."[43] Trump eventually reached a legal settlement with Palm Beach after, according to the Sun Sentinel[image: External link], "secret, court-ordered negotiations."[43] Settlement documents show that Trump, in return for discharging the club's obligations to Palm Beach, had agreed to personally donate $100,000 to Fischer House[image: External link], a charity benefitting veterans and military families. However, Trump then made the grant using foundation money, not his own.[26][44]

Trump's foundation paid $158,000 to the Martin B. Greenberg Foundation as a settlement of a lawsuit brought by Greenberg against the Trump National Golf Club Westchester in Briarcliff Manor, New York[image: External link]. Greenberg alleged that he had rightfully won a $1 million prize for scoring a hole-in-one[image: External link] in a 2010 charity golf tournament at the club. But the club denied the award on technical grounds, arguing that the hole was shorter than the required 150 yards.[17] Martin Greenberg sued and a settlement was reached at a significantly reduced amount. The Washington Post reported that "on the day that Trump and the other parties told the court that they had settled the case, the Donald J. Trump Foundation made its first and only grant to the Martin B. Greenberg Foundation, for $158,000."[17] In September 2016, the Post reported that the grant was directly linked to the legal settlement, likely violating IRS self-dealing rules by using charitable funds to pay Trump's personal or business obligations.[26] To raise the money needed to make the settlement, the Trump Foundation auctioned a prize of lifetime golf membership at Trump-owned golf courses, with the winning bid bringing a $157,000 donation to the Trump Foundation to the foundation to offset the payment to the Greenberg Foundation.[45] The winner of the auction may have believed he was donating to Trump Foundation charitable causes.[45]
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 Donation to Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi




In 2013, the Trump Foundation donated $25,000 in support of Florida Attorney General[image: External link] Pam Bondi[image: External link]'s election campaign while Bondi's office was reviewing fraud allegations against Trump University, a for-profit real estate program created by Donald Trump.[46] Around that time Trump also hosted a fundraiser for Bondi at his Mar-a-Lago resort at a fee well below his normal market rate.[47] Bondi's office later ended the investigation without bringing charges.[48]

According to a Trump Foundation attorney, "the [$25,000] contribution was made in error due to a case of mistaken identity of organizations with the same name." Trump later personally reimbursed his foundation for the $25,000. The foundation paid a $2,500 fine for violating IRS rules against political contributions by charitable organizations.[46] In 2016 New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman[image: External link] stated publicly that the Trump Foundation was the subject of an ongoing investigation by his office.[49]

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington[image: External link] (CREW), a not-for-profit watchdog group, filed a complaint with the IRS (see below). It also cast doubt on Trump's story after obtaining a letter from the Trump Foundation's attorney to the New York Attorney General[image: External link]'s office. "We're past the point where a reasonable person could believe this is just a never-ending series of once in a lifetime errors," said CREW Communications Director Jordan Libowitz. "This may not be anything nefarious, but if it isn't, that would mean that the Trump operation is completely inept when it comes to running the Trump Foundation."[50]

On October 5, 2016, The Wall Street Journal reported details of how Trump had on several other occasions since as early as the 1980s made campaign donations to various US state attorneys general while they had been reviewing cases involving the Trump Organization or Trump personally, although the Bondi case is the only one it cited as having involved Trump Foundation money.[51]
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 Foundation grants allegedly made for political purposes




Trump paid $100,000 of Trump Foundation funds in 2012 to Reverend Franklin Graham's Billy Graham Evangelical Association[image: External link]. NBC News has called Graham "an early ally" of Trump.[52] "The more you listen to him, the more you say to yourself, 'You know, maybe the guy's right,'" Graham had told ABC News in 2011.[53] In October 2016 Graham revealed to the Charlotte Observer[image: External link] that, in 2012, he had instructed Trump to make the $100,000 donation and that the money was used to pay for full page ads urging voters to support candidates in the 2012 presidential election[image: External link] who supported "biblical values". The Observer has suggested the timing and tone of the ads indicate they were placed in support of Mitt Romney's campaign.[54]

Graham also heads Boone, North Carolina[image: External link]-based Samaritan's Purse[image: External link], a Christian relief agency that received $25,000 from the Trump Foundation in 2012. Graham credits then-Fox News anchor Greta Van Susteren[image: External link] for soliciting the $25,000 donation from Trump. Van Susteren and her TV crew had accompanied Graham on Samaritan's Purse trips to Haiti and North Korea. The Charlotte Observer quoted Graham saying "[Trump] was on her show, and [Van Susteren] said, ‘I was just in Haiti and Samaritan’s Purse is doing this down there, and Donald, you need to help.’ He sent a check out."[54] In 2016, several media outlets alleged that Van Susteren had been producing overtly pro-Trump reports on her Fox News show On the Record[image: External link].[55]

In 2014 the Trump Foundation made a $100,000 grant to the Citizens United Foundation[image: External link], a charitable foundation closely related to David Bossie[image: External link]'s conservative group, Citizens United[image: External link]. At the time Citizens United was engaged in a lawsuit against New York State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman[image: External link], whose office was pursuing a civil lawsuit against Trump University. It was the largest single grant made by the Trump Foundation that year.[56] Schneiderman's office called the grant part of a "vendetta" by Trump, while Citizens United rejected any connection between the grant and its own lawsuit against Schneiderman.[57] The Trump Foundation's 2014 tax filing[58] misidentified Citizens United as a public charity (501(c)(3)) when it is in fact a social welfare organization (501(c)(4)).

The Trump Foundation donated a total of $40,000 from 2011 through 2013 to the Drumthwacket[image: External link] Foundation, a charitable organization formed to pay for renovation and historical preservation of the New Jersey governor's mansion of the same name. In 2011, Trump was seeking to acquire permits to build a personal cemetery on the fairway at the Trump National Golf Club in New Jersey[59] and may have needed political help in obtaining approval for the permit.[60]

Trump directed $100,000 of Trump Foundation money toward the National September 11 Memorial Museum[image: External link] days before the 2016 New York State Republican presidential primary, where he was on the ballot, mischaracterizing the foundation grant as a personal donation.[17][61][62]

In May 2015, the Trump Foundation granted $10,000 to Project Veritas[image: External link], a charity run by conservative filmmaker James O'Keefe[image: External link]. In October 2016, O'Keefe released video which purportedly reveals how Democrats incited violence at Trump rallies.[63] During the third 2016 presidential debate[image: External link], Trump claimed that new videos produced by O'Keefe and released that week proved that Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama had "hired people" and "paid them $1,500" to "be violent, cause fights, [and] do bad things" at Trump rallies.[63][64] A Democratic National Committee[image: External link] spokesman noted Trump's donation after Project Veritas released another video on the 2016 presidential election. A Project Veritas spokesman responded by saying, "We have a multi-million dollar budget and the cost of this video series alone is way up there. The donation Trump provided didn't impact our actions one way or the other."[65]

Trump may have strategically directed money from the Trump Foundation to support his presidential campaign.[66] In one case, the grants were used specifically to pay for newspaper ads.[54] In October 2016 RealClearPolitics[image: External link] reported that Trump directed significant amounts of foundation money to conservative organizations, possibly in return for political support and access. The news organization found that, from 2011 through 2014, Trump had "harnessed his eponymous foundation to send at least $286,000 to influential conservative or policy groups.... In many cases, this flow of money corresponded to prime speaking slots or endorsements that aided Trump as he sought to recast himself as a plausible Republican candidate for president." At least two of the groups are based in Republican-leaning early presidential primary[image: External link] states.[67] In addition to Citizens United (above), groups include Iowa's The Family Leader[image: External link], the South Carolina Palmetto Family Council, the American Conservative Union[image: External link], and the American Spectator Foundation.[53][68] Trump's granting of foundation money to these groups could have violated the law, if it was in return for his personal right to speak or gain access to networking events.[69]


	The Trump Foundation's grant of $10,000 in 2013 to The Family Leader[image: External link] may have led to a speaking engagement for Trump. The Family Leader is an Iowa-based organization whose stated mission is to "strengthen families, by inspiring Christ-like leadership in the home, the church, and the government."[70] Following the grant, the group's leader, Vader Plaats, invited Trump to speak at i's leadership summit.[53] These grants may also have been illegal because The Family Leader is a 501(c)(4) corporation established to "develop, advocate and support legislative agenda at the state level" and not a charity. The Trump Foundation is prohibited from donating money for non-charity purposes. However, Trump may have intended to make a grant to The Family Leader's affiliated foundation, The Family Leader Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable foundation.[67]


	Trump was invited to speak at the American Conservative Union[image: External link]'s Conservative Political Action Conference ("CPAC") in 2013 after directing $50,000 of Trump Foundation money to the organization. Also in 2013, Trump was invited to speak to the Economic Club of Washington after the Trump Foundation made a grant there.[67]
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 Partial payment of an assessment owed by the Plaza Hotel




In 1989, the Trump Foundation paid more than half of a "voluntary assessment" imposed on the Plaza Hotel by the Central Park Conservancy[image: External link]. The hotel was owned by the Trump Organization at the time and the assessment was for the renovation of the severely dilapidated Pulitzer Fountain[image: External link] at Grand Army Plaza[image: External link], which directly faced the hotel. Toward the $500,000 assessment, the foundation granted $264,631 to the Conservancy while the Trump Organization paid between $100,000 and $250,000. The grant to the Conservancy was the largest single grant made by the Trump Foundation from inception through at least 2015.[16]
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 Purchasing goods and services for personal or business benefit with foundation money




On two occasions, Trump used the Foundation's money to purchase artists' portraits of himself.


	In November 2007, Trump spent $10,000 in Trump Foundation funds to purchase a 6 feet (1.8 m)-tall portrait of himself by artist Michael Israel at a benefit for a Florida charity, the Children's Place at Homespace[image: External link], held at his Mar-a-Lago country club in Florida after his wife Melania Trump made the highest bid.[27][44][71] The painter's former production manager told The Washington Post that he had, at the request of Trump's wife Melania, shipped the painting to the Trump National Golf Club Westchester in Briarcliff Manor, New York[image: External link], allegedly for display in the country club's boardroom or conference room.[27] The charity paid half the proceeds, $10,000, to the artist for the painting, which established that the painting had a fair market value of at least that amount.[72] Tax experts told the Post that if it was displayed at the golf club, it could violate Internal Revenue Service[image: External link] rules prohibiting non-profits from self-dealing (i.e., using charitable funding for noncharitable purposes).[27] In September 2016, President Barack Obama publicly criticized Trump's purchase of the painting.[27][71]


	In 2014, at a charity for the Unicorn Children’s Foundation, held at his Mar-a-Lago resort, Trump purchased a 4 feet (1.2 m)-tall painting of a 1990s version of himself by Argentine artist Havi Schanz[image: External link], paying for it with $20,000 of Trump Foundation funds.[26][44] A photo of the portrait was found on a TripAdvisor[image: External link] review of Trump National Doral Miami and, later, a reporter for Univision[image: External link] went to the club, asked various staff about the painting, and eventually discovered it hanging on a wall at the golf resort's Champions Bar & Grill restaurant.[73] Trump presidential campaign spokesperson Boris Epshteyn[image: External link] explained to MSNBC that Trump's use of the painting at Trump's Champion Bar & Grill was not only proper but beneficial to the foundation based on IRS rules that allow individuals to store items "on behalf of the foundation – in order to help with storage costs" and that its use at the restaurant is "absolutely proper" in that Trump was "doing his foundation a favor".[74]




In 2012, Trump bid $12,000 at a charity auction, hosted at his Mar-a-lago club, to purchase an NFL[image: External link] football helmet autographed by Tim Tebow[image: External link] and a Tebow football jersey. Trump was given credit for generosity in newspaper accounts.[75] However, the purchase was made with $12,000 of foundation money, not his own. The current whereabouts of the helmet and jersey are unknown. Tax law experts say if Trump kept them, the purchase might have violated the self-dealing rule, which bans private foundations from "the furnishing of goods" to their own officers.[9]

In 2008 Trump used $107,000 of Trump Foundation funds to purchase a luxury trip to Paris, including a meeting with actress Salma Hayek, at a charity auction for the Gucci Foundation.[44]

In 2013 the Trump Foundation made a $5,000 grant to the non-profit D.C. Preservation League. According to The Washington Post, the nonprofit's support was helpful to the Trump Organization in obtaining the rights to convert Washington, D.C.'s historic Old Post Office Pavilion into the Trump International Hotel. In acknowledgment of the donation, the Trump Foundation received ads in the event programs; the ads promoted Trump's hotels rather than the foundation, in possible violation of IRS self-dealing rules.[26]

The Palm Beach Post[image: External link] has suggested that Trump benefited personally when the Trump Foundation made grants totaling $20,000 during 2012 through 2014 in return for band and choir performances held at his resorts.[76]
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 Diverting business or personal income earned to the foundation as donations




Trump may have directed income owed to him personally to be sent to the foundation instead, in possible violation of tax rules. The Washington Post reported in September 2016 that Donald Trump had directed that $2.3 million owed to him and his organization by various people and organizations should be paid instead to his foundation as donations, possibly evading personal income taxes.[28] The Post found old Associated Press coverage showing that Trump may have started directing income to the Trump Foundation as early as 1989. IRS rules prohibit individuals from diverting taxable income owed to them toward charities if they benefit directly from those charities, unless the individual declares the income on his personal tax forms.[28] Since Trump had yet to release his personal income taxes at that time, the Post was unable to confirm if the income was declared for any of the donations received.[28]

The Trump Foundation received at least $1.9 million from ticket broker Richard Ebbers. Richard Ebers had bought goods and services, including tickets, from "Trump or his businesses"; he was allegedly instructed to make payment for them to the Trump Foundation in the form of charitable contributions instead of as income for the Trump organization.[28]

The Trump Foundation received a total of $5,000,000 in donations from World Wrestling Entertainment owner Vince McMahon and his wife Linda McMahon from 2007 to 2009.[28] Trump has appeared twice in WrestleMania events, in 2007 and again in 2009. The WWE has made two donations to the foundation, of $4 million in 2007 and another $1 million in 2009. The WWE later told The Huffington Post that “during this period of time, WWE paid Donald Trump appearance fees separately,” and “separately, [WWE chief executives] Vince and Linda McMahon made personal donations to Donald Trump’s foundation.”[77]

In 2007, the Celebrity Fight Night Foundation hosted a fundraiser to benefit the Muhammad Ali Parkinson’s Center[image: External link] in Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link]. According to a Celebrity Fight Night Foundation spokesperson, in return for Trump's appearance and his offering a New York-based dinner with himself at auction, Trump stipulated that the Parkinson’s charity share the total auction proceeds with the Trump Foundation. The Trump Foundation subsequently received $150,000 of auction proceeds that would otherwise have gone to the center benefitting Parkinson's Disease[image: External link] research.[77]

Other donations made to the Trump Foundation that may have been in return for Trump's personal work include:


	$400,000 from Comedy Central[image: External link] as payment for Donald Trump's attendance at a celebrity roast[image: External link] in his honor.[28]


	$150,000 from People Magazine in return for exclusive photos of Trump's son, Barron Trump.[68]


	$500,000 from NBC Universal[image: External link] in 2012 while the network was airing Trump's show, The Apprentice.[78]


	$100,000 from the family of Donna Clancy, whose family law office had been renting space at the Trump Organization's 40 Wall Street building.[77]


	$100,000 in 2005 for work by Trump's wife Melania Trump for Norwegian Cruise Lines[image: External link] for a segment that was later included in Trump's show, The Apprentice. A spokeswoman for the company confirmed that the appearance fee to Melania was paid in the form of a donation to the Trump Foundation.[77]
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 Granting money to charities that rented Trump Organization facilities




Trump has been accused of directing foundation money toward several charities that in turn paid the Trump Organization to host charity events at Trump-owned hotels and golf clubs.[45] High-profile charity events at Mar-a-Lago cost as much as $300,000.[79]

Some examples:


	In 2010, Trump was personally honored for his support by the Palm Beach Police Foundation after the Trump Foundation donated to the charity $150,000 during the period of 2009–2010.[15] According to the police foundation's public tax records, Palm Beach Police Foundation paid the Trump Organization $276,463 in rent in 2014 for its "Police Ball and Auction"[80] which was held at Trump's Mar-a-Lago hotel.[15] The 2014 tax form also lists $44,332 in unattributed "direct expenses" paid by the police foundation for the same event as well as $36,608 in "direct expenses" for its annual "Golf Classic", which the police foundation holds annually at a Trump Organization-owned golf course.[80][81] For each of the four years prior to 2014, the police foundation's public tax records show significant "direct expenses" incurred for both the Police Ball and Auction and the golf tournament, although expense categories are not cited in the filings.[80]


	In 2013, according to the Washington Post , Trump donated $10,000 to the V Foundation[image: External link], a cancer-fighting group founded by former basketball coach Jim Valvano[image: External link], in return for the V Foundation holding a fundraiser at his Trump Winery in Virginia[image: External link].[17]


	The Dana-Farber Cancer Institute[image: External link] paid the Trump Organization substantial fees to hold annual events at Mar-A-Lago. The Trump Foundation in turn granted to the Institute a total of $85,000 for 2006 and 2007, among other grants in subsequent years.[79][82][83]
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 Trump taking personal credit for donations made using foundation money




The Washington Post and Fox News reported that Trump has repeatedly claimed in public, beginning in 2015, to have made over "$102 million" in charitable donations "in the past five years". The Trump Organization provided journalists with a 93-page list of the donations. None of the cash donations were confirmed to come from Trump himself; many were actually grants from the Trump Foundation,[17][84][85] which no longer contained any of Trump's own money.

For example, Trump took personal credit and was honored for a Trump Foundation grant to the Palm Beach Police Foundation that was actually from an outside source (see above). He had pledged the money personally, and then the Trump Foundation solicited the $150,000 earmarked for the police foundation from an unrelated philanthropic organization, the Charles Evans Foundation. The Trump Foundation then paid the $150,000 to the Palm Beach charity.[15] The police then honored Trump personally with its annual Palm Tree Award at Trump's Mar-a-Lago hotel at its annual fundraiser.[86] The Washington Post wrote that "Trump had effectively turned the Evans Foundation's gifts into his own gifts, without adding any money of his own."[87]

The Dana-Farber Cancer Institute[image: External link] has honored Trump variously as "Grand Benefactor" and "Grand Honorary Chair" at its annual fundraisers held at Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate. Trump may have also earned more money on the event fees it received from the institute than the Trump Foundation paid to the institute in grants. Trump has directed at least $300,000 of grants of the Trump Foundation money to Dana-Farber since 2010.[88]

Trump received highly visible praise for his personal generosity on his prime-time television show The Apprentice[image: External link] on multiple occasions. Trump had frequently offered to make generous donations to his contestants' charities, but records show that he ultimately either directed the Trump Foundation to make a grant, or instead had the show's network, NBC Universal[image: External link], make the donation instead.[17] Examples include:


	A 2008 episode where Trump told contestant and mixed-martial arts star Tito Ortiz[image: External link]: “I think you’re so incredible that — personally, out of my own account — I’m going to give you $50,000 for St. Jude’s[image: External link] [children's hospital],” Ortiz's chosen charity and also a favorite named charity of Trump's son, Eric. Trump then had the Trump Foundation make a $50,000 grant to St Jude's.[89]


	In 2012 Trump promised at least six personal donations of $10,000 each to contestants' chosen charities during one episode of Celebrity Apprentice[image: External link]. In another episode of the same season, he pledged $10,000 to contestant Aubrey O'Day[image: External link]'s chosen charity, a gift "that moved [contestant and comedienne Lisa] Lampanelli[image: External link] to tears."[89] According to the Washington Post's review of tax filings, Trump directed all of this money to be granted to the charities out of Trump Foundation funds.[89]


	In 2013 Trump promised personal donations of $20,000 each to the charities of basketball star Dennis Rodman, singer La Toya Jackson[image: External link], former Playboy Playmate[image: External link] Brande Roderick[image: External link], and actor Gary Busey[image: External link] during episodes of the Celebrity Apprentice. Trump then used Trump Foundation money to make the payments.[89] “Remember, Donald Trump is a very nice person, okay?” he told them. According to a Washington Post reporter, who reviewed transcripts of the show, by 2013 "contestants had come to expect these gifts — and even to demand them, when Trump didn’t offer money on his own."[89]


	A gift to Starkey Hearing Foundation, a charity chosen by actress Marlee Matlin[image: External link]. Trump was credited with a personal donation of at least $14,000,[90] but the donation came from the Trump Foundation.[89]




Other alleged examples include:


	Trump using foundation money to pay the personal bills of a viewer of the TV show Extra[image: External link]. In 2009 he appeared on the show and promised that he would pay a struggling viewer’s domestic bills. “This is really a bad time for a lot of people,” Trump said as the contest was announced. Trump eventually paid the winner with Trump Foundation money.[17] A Trump representative later explained that the grant was legal because the winner qualified as an "indigent" individual under Internal Revenue Code section 4945(d)(3), a contention at least one tax expert has disputed.[91]


	Trump being honored with a chair and plaque in his personal name at the Raymond F. Kravis Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link] after the Trump Foundation donated $10,000.[92]


	Trump taking personal credit for a $25,000 grant from the Trump Foundation at a speech honoring slain journalist James Foley[image: External link] in 2014. At the time, the New Hampshire Union Leader published an article titled Trump leads tribute for slain journalist James Foley. Foley was posthumously awarded the 12th annual Nackey S. Loeb First Amendment Award, "given annually to New Hampshire organizations or residents who protect or exemplify the liberties listed in the First Amendment to the Constitution." Trump was the "featured speaker of the event."[62][93]


	Trump receiving personal praise for a $100,000 Trump Foundation grant in 2016 to the National September 11 Memorial Museum[image: External link] ahead of the 2016 New York State Republican Primary (above).[62]
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 Making grants to other private foundations without fulfilling IRS "expenditure responsibility" rules




The Trump Foundation is responsible by law for ensuring that any grant it makes to another private foundation is used strictly for charitable purposes. To fulfill this IRS[image: External link] "expenditure responsibility" the foundation is required to attach "full and detailed" reports describing the use of the grant money to its IRS 990 tax return for each year a grant to a private foundation is made.[94] Trump Foundation tax returns show that it failed to do this for all of the 20 grants it made to private foundations during the period of 2005 through 2014. Such grants in this period, which total at least $488,500, could be subject to significant fines and penalties.[94][95]
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 Legal actions and complaints




In September and October 2016 there were several legal actions and complaints filed against the Trump Foundation. Former head of the Internal Revenue Service's[image: External link] Office of Exempt Organizations Division Marc Owens told the Washington Post regarding the various allegations against the foundation: "This is so bizarre, this laundry list of issues.... It’s the first time I’ve ever seen this, and I’ve been doing this for 25 years in the IRS, and 40 years total."[28] When interviewed for the Post's article, Trump spokesperson Boris Epshtein said that Trump did not knowingly violate any tax laws.[26]
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 New York State Attorney General




On September 13, 2016 New York State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman[image: External link] announced that his office was investigating the foundation "to make sure it's complying with the laws governing charities in New York."[96][97] The office had previously filed charges—at that time awaiting trial—against the Trump Organization's Trump University. Jason Miller[image: External link], a Trump campaign spokesman, responded to the announcement by labeling Schneiderman a "partisan hack".[98] Schneiderman has endorsed Hillary Clinton and was identified as a member of her "New York leadership council" in October 2015.[98][99]

On September 30 the Attorney General's office issued a "Notice of Violation" to the Trump Foundation, ordering it to immediately stop all fundraising in New York and to file its registration and all required past audits within 15 days, or risk being "deemed to be a continuing fraud on the people of the State of New York".[100] Under the law, the foundation may eventually be required to return all donations it had solicited since inception.[32][100][101][102] The notice said the foundation has not been in compliance with New York law because it had failed to re-register in New York State as a "7A level charitable organization", as required for charities that solicit $25,000 or more a year from outside donors. The Donald J. Trump Foundation had been registered in New York under the state's Estates, Powers and Trusts Law with a designation intended for self-funded private foundations[image: External link].[32][100]

On October 17 a spokesperson for the Attorney General's office confirmed that the Trump Foundation had agreed to cease solicitation of donations in New York State. The Trump Foundation was at the time granted an extension of time for filing its financial paperwork, including all past audits.[103][104] The Attorney General's office said the Trump Foundation also agreed to cooperate with their ongoing investigation.[105] The Attorney General's press secretary stated that Trump could not legally dissolve his foundation until the investigation is finished.[12]
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 Letter from the House Judiciary Committee to the US Attorney General




Also on September 13, 2016, all fifteen Democrats on the House Judiciary Committee[image: External link] sent a letter to Attorney General[image: External link] Loretta Lynch[image: External link] requesting that the Justice Department launch a criminal investigation of Trump in connection with his foundation’s $25,000 grant to Pam Bondi's campaign. The letter specifically cited possible violations of two anti- bribery[image: External link] laws.[106]
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 Complaint filed with the Internal Revenue Service




Also on September 13, 2016, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington[image: External link] (CREW), a left-leaning watchdog group, filed a complaint with the Internal Revenue Service[image: External link] citing evidence that they argued would compel the agency to seek back taxes and penalties and revoke the foundation's tax-free status.[106][107]
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 Admission of self-dealing




In filing its 2015 IRS Form 990 (filed in 2016 while under investigation by the New York State Attorney General's office), the foundation appears to admit that it had, in previous years, engaged in self-dealing and illegal transfers of funds to "disqualified persons". This admission contradicts its filings for previous years, where there is no admission of the same violations.[108]
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 Closure of the Trump Foundation




In late December 2016, one month before his inauguration, Trump announced that he would dissolve the Trump Foundation to avoid “even the appearance of any conflict with [his] role as President”.[109] However, a spokesperson from the New York State Attorney General's office told the New York Times that the foundation "cannot legally dissolve" until its current investigation is completed.[110]
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 See also





	Eric Trump Foundation[image: External link]

	List of grants made by the Donald J. Trump Foundation[image: External link]
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Trump University






Trump University (also known as the Trump Wealth Institute and Trump Entrepreneur Initiative LLC) was an American for-profit education company that ran a real estate training program from 2005 until 2010. It was owned and operated by The Trump Organization. (A separate organization, Trump Institute[image: External link], was licensed by Trump University but not owned by the Trump Organization.) After multiple lawsuits, it is now defunct. It was founded by Donald Trump and his associates, Michael Sexton and Jonathan Spitalny, in 2004. The company offered courses in real estate, asset management, entrepreneurship, and wealth creation.[2]

The organization was not an accredited university or college[image: External link]. It did not confer college credit[image: External link], grant degrees[image: External link], or grade[image: External link] its students.[3] In 2011, the company became the subject of an inquiry by the New York Attorney General[image: External link]'s office for illegal business practices that resulted in a lawsuit filed in 2013.

Trump University was also the subject of two class action[image: External link] lawsuits in federal court. The lawsuits centered around allegations that Trump University defrauded its students by using misleading marketing practices and engaging in aggressive sales tactics. The company and the lawsuits against it received renewed interest due to Trump's candidacy in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link]. Despite repeatedly insisting that he would not settle, Trump settled all three lawsuits in November 2016 for a total of $25 million after being elected to the presidency.[4]



TOP
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 History




Michael Sexton created a business plan for a real-estate training program and presented it to Donald Trump looking to pay Trump a flat fee for the use of his name. Trump instead decided he wanted to be the principal owner.[5]

Trump University was incorporated[image: External link] in 2004 by Trump, Sexton, and Spitalny, as a New York limited liability company[image: External link].[6] Donald Trump owned 93% of the company.[7] On May 23, 2005, Trump University formally launched its education program.[1] At the opening presentation, Trump said: "If I had a choice of making lots of money or imparting lots of knowledge, I think I'd be as happy to impart knowledge as to make money".[8] The company's original business plan focused on online education[image: External link], but quickly expanded to include live, in-person instruction as well. The focus of the instruction was real estate investing, with Trump claiming in advertisements, "I can turn anyone into a successful real estate investor, including you."[9] Typically the instruction began with an introductory seminar in rented space such as a hotel ballroom. At the introductory seminar, students were urged to sign up for additional classes, ranging from $1495 seminars to a $35,000 "Gold Elite" program.[9] Records produced indicate 7611 tickets in total were sold to customers attending courses.[10] Approximately 6000 of these tickets were for a $1,500 3-day course and 1000 tickets were for silver, gold or elite mentored courses ranging in price from $10,000 to $35,000.[11][10]

Trump claimed that students gave 98% favorable reviews to the program.[12] But according to some former students, Trump University employees pressured students to offer favorable reviews, told them they had to fill out the forms in order to obtain graduation certificates, and did not undertake procedures often used to ensure that surveys were filled out objectively.[13]

In an infomercial, Trump said he "handpicked" Trump University's instructors. He testified in a 2012 deposition, however, that he never selected the instructors for the program.[14] According to Michael Sexton, Trump signed off on the school's advertisements.[15] For a time in 2008 it used the name Trump Wealth Institute.[16] In June 2010, "Trump University" changed its name to "The Trump Entrepreneur Initiative."[17] It largely ceased operations in 2010.[8]

The Trump Institute[image: External link] was a separate business. It was licensed by Trump University, but Trump University did not own any part of it.[18] It was owned and operated by Irene and Mike Milin of Boca Raton, Florida[image: External link].[19] It offered real estate seminars from 2006 to 2009, at which point the licensing agreement expired and was not renewed.[18] Trump himself was not involved in the operation of the Trump Institute, but he recorded a broadcast infomercial[image: External link] promoting it.[20]
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 Allegations of impropriety and lawsuits




Three lawsuits were filed asserting that Trump University engaged in a variety of illegal business practices, ranging from false claims to racketeering[image: External link]. Two were federal class-action lawsuits: one against Trump University and its managers, including Donald Trump, and one against Donald Trump personally. A third case was filed in New York State court.[21]
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 New York v. Trump Entrepreneur Initiative LLC




In 2005, the New York State Department of Education[image: External link] sent Trump, Sexton, and Trump University a letter saying that they were violating state law by using the word "university" when in fact Trump University was not actually chartered as one and did not have the required license to offer live instruction or training.[6] Although Sexton promised that the organization would stop instructing students in New York State, the New York Attorney General[image: External link] alleged that such instruction continued.[6] A "former 16-year Counsel and Deputy Commissioner of the New York State Education Department (SED)" stated in "an affidavit in support of Trump" that she could not remember "a single instance during [her] 16-year tenure as General Counsel" in which anyone "was fined, asked to pay restitution to students or assessed a civil penalty for identifying itself as a 'university.'"[22]

A March 2010 letter sent by the Deputy Commissioner for Higher Education, Joseph Frey, to Trump stated: "Use of the word 'university' by your corporation is misleading and violates New York Education Law and the Rules of the Board of Regents[image: External link]."[6][23] In June 2010, "Trump University" changed its name to "The Trump Entrepreneur Initiative."[17]

On August 24, 2013, the State of New York filed a $40 million civil suit against Trump University alleging illegal business practices and false claims made by the company.[24][25] Donald Trump denied the allegations, claiming the school had a 98% approval rating, and said New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman[image: External link] was "a political hack looking to get publicity".[26] Trump filed a complaint alleging that the state Attorney General's investigation was accompanied by a campaign donation shakedown; the complaint was investigated by a New York ethics board and dismissed in August 2015.[27] Because of strict confidentiality laws, it is unknown whether the complaint was dismissed because Trump's claims were untrue, or because Schneiderman's alleged actions did not contravene any ethical rules.[28]

Schneiderman described Trump University as a bait-and-switch[image: External link] scheme and pointed to the fact that the organization was not a university.[29] He accused Trump of misleading more than 5,000 people to pay up to $35,000 to learn his real estate investment techniques.[30]

In October 2014, a New York judge found Trump personally liable for operating the company without the required business license.[30]
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 Lawsuits in federal court
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 Low v. Trump University, LLC




Tarla Makaeff, who paid nearly $60,000 to Trump University in 2008, brought a class action lawsuit against Trump University on April 30, 2010, in U.S. District Court for Southern California[image: External link].[31][32] The suit, Makaeff v. Trump University, LLC, sought refunds for Makaeff and other former clients of Trump University, as well as punitive damages for breach of contract, fraud, negligent misrepresentation and bad faith. It did not originally name Donald Trump as a defendant,[33] but did so in a later amended complaint.[34] In February 2014, U.S. District Court Judge Gonzalo P. Curiel denied recognition to the nationwide class the plaintiffs had requested and recognized the suit as class-action on the part of Trump University clients in three states – California, Florida, and New York – based on specific alleged violations of the consumer protection laws of those states. He also narrowed the case to five of the plaintiffs' original fourteen charges.[35]

On May 26, 2010, Trump University filed a counterclaim alleging Makaeff had made defamatory statements about Trump University, "including many completely spurious accusations of actual crimes", that had caused Trump University losses of more than $1 million. On June 30, 2010, Makaeff countered that Trump University's defamation claim was an attempt to intimidate her, known as a SLAPP[image: External link] suit (a strategic lawsuit against public participation), and that because Trump University is a "public figure" the defamation claim required proof that she "acted with actual malice" when speaking and writing about Trump University. By invoking California's anti-SLAPP statute, Makaeff triggered procedures that hastened consideration of the defamation claim without further discovery.[36]

On August 23, 2010, U.S. District Judge Irma E. Gonzalez[image: External link] ruled that Trump University was not a public figure, did not need to show malice on Makaeff's part, and could proceed with its defamation claim. Makaeff appealed to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals[image: External link], where a three-judge panel ruled unanimously on April 17, 2013, that Trump University is a "limited-purpose public figure" and that Trump University must demonstrate malice on Makaeff's part to establish defamation; it returned the case to the district court to consider the defamation claim against that standard.[37][a] After additional briefing, U.S. District Judge Gonzalo P. Curiel ruled in Makaeff's favor on June 16, 2014, and dismissed the defamation claim.[39] Makaeff then, at the court's invitation, presented evidence of her legal costs and fees in connection with the defamation litigation. She asked for $1.3 million, and on April 20, 2015 Curiel ordered Trump University to reimburse Makaeff $798,000 in legal fees and costs.[40]

In November 2015, the district court ruled on Trump's motion for summary judgment[image: External link]. In a 44-page opinion, the court denied Trump's motion for summary judgment on most of the claims, finding that there was a genuine issue of fact on plaintiffs' claims of deceptive practices and misrepresentation in advertisements in violation of California, Florida, and New York consumer protection and business law and therefore letting these claims proceed to trial. The court did grant summary judgment in Trump's favor on plaintiffs' request for an injunction, because Trump University stopped enrolling students in July 2010 and no longer sells the same seminars or other program.[41]

On March 21, 2016, over objections from the attorneys for Trump University, Curiel allowed Makaeff to withdraw as the lead plaintiff,[b] naming Sonny Low[c] in her stead, resulting in the case title Low v. Trump University, LLC.[43]
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 Cohen v. Trump




On October 18, 2013, California businessman Art Cohen filed a civil lawsuit, Art Cohen v. Donald J. Trump, in U.S. District Court for Southern California[image: External link], as a class action on behalf of consumers throughout the United States who purchased services known as "Live Events" from Trump University after January 1, 2007. It alleged violations of the RICO statute[image: External link], essentially a scheme to defraud. It accused Trump of misrepresenting Trump University "to make tens of millions of dollars" while actually delivering "neither Donald Trump nor a university."[44] The suit named Donald Trump as the sole defendant and sought restitution as well as damages, including punitive[image: External link] and treble damages[image: External link].[45]

In an order dated October 24, 2014, U.S. District Judge Gonzalo P. Curiel certified the class proposed by the plaintiff and ruled that Cohen had presented enough evidence to allow the lawsuit to proceed.[46][44] Alan Garten, general counsel for the Trump Organization, said that Trump University would appeal Curiel's ruling, which he said showed a "manifest disregard for the law". In October 2015, Garten also said that Trump would ask Curiel to recuse[image: External link] himself because of his "animosity toward Mr. Trump and his views".[47] However, Trump's lawyers never filed any motion[image: External link] to recuse, and according to legal experts such a motion would lack legal merit and possibly be considered frivolous[image: External link].[48][49]

In May 2016, Curiel set the trial on the suit to begin November 28, 2016, after the U.S. presidential election, with jury selection several weeks earlier.[50]

In August 2016, the district court denied Trump's motion for summary judgment[image: External link], ruling that there was sufficient evidence against Trump for the case to go to a jury.[51][52]

On November 10, 2016, Curiel denied a request by Trump to delay the trial until after his inauguration as president of the United States of America[image: External link].[53] At the same time Curiel urged the parties in the lawsuits to work toward a settlement, and both sides agreed to accept an offer from U.S. District Judge Jeffrey T. Miller[image: External link] to facilitate such talks.[54]
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 Public release of court documents




On May 27, 2016, Curiel granted a request by The Washington Post for public release of certain documents that had been filed in the case. He noted that they were "routine" and many were already publicly available.[55][56] The released information included "playbooks" documenting instructions for employees to use a hard-sell approach, as well as depositions[image: External link] in which former employees said that Trump University had defrauded or lied to its students.[7][57][58][59]

On August 2, 2016, the court denied a request by The Washington Post and other media organizations for the public release of hours of videotaped testimony from Trump's two depositions in Cohen, taken in November 2015 and January 2016.[51] Transcripts of those depositions had already been released, showing "that Trump repeatedly indicated that he had never met instructors at Trump University, despite advertisements for the program indicating that its staff had been handpicked by the real estate mogul." Trump's attorneys had opposed the requests to release the videotapes.[51] Curiel ruled that there was a legitimate public interest in the content of the deposition, but that interest was satisfied via public release of the transcripts. The judge also noted that if the videos were publicly released, it was "nigh-inevitable" that the footage would be used in news accounts and political ads[image: External link], which might prejudice the jury pool pre-trial.[51]
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 Trump's comments about Curiel




During primary campaign speeches, Trump repeatedly called the judge a "hater" and described him as "Spanish" or "Mexican"[60] (Curiel was born in Indiana to parents who had immigrated to the U.S. from Mexico).[61] Trump also said that Curiel should recuse himself, although his attorneys say they do not plan to ask for the judge to be removed from the case.[62][63][64] Curiel's only comment was to write in a procedural ruling that Trump has "placed the integrity of these court proceedings at issue".[56][65] Trump's references to Curiel's ethnicity, as well as his comments that "someone ought to look into" the judge, alarmed legal experts, who expressed concern about the effects of the comments on judicial independence[image: External link].[66][67]

On June 7, 2016, Trump issued a lengthy statement saying that his criticism of the judge had been "misconstrued" and that his concerns about Curiel's impartiality were not based upon ethnicity alone, but also upon rulings in the case.[68][69]
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 Settlement




On November 18, 2016 it was reported that Trump agreed to pay $25 million to settle the two class-action lawsuits and the New York suit. The settlement was reached ten days before the San Diego class action was scheduled to go to trial. Of the $25 million, $21 million will go to the participants in the class-action suits, $3 million will go to New Yorkers not covered by the class-action suits, and a penalty of up to $1 million will be assessed by the state of New York for running an unlicensed university.[70] The plaintiff's attorneys agreed to forgo their fees and work pro bono[image: External link] so as to maximize the amount that will go to the approximately 7,000 former Trump University students who are part of the case.[71] The settlement also specifies that Trump, who had previously vowed he would never settle, does not admit to any wrongdoing.[72] The settlement was brokered by U.S. District Judge Jeffrey T. Miller[image: External link], who offered his services to the parties on November 10 at Curiel's request.[73] Curiel approved the settlement on March 31, 2017.[74]

New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman stated that the settlement and payment by Trump "is a stunning reversal by Donald Trump and a major victory for the over 6,000 victims of his fraudulent university."[75] Trump himself said he settled "for a small fraction of the potential award" because he was too busy as president-elect to take it to trial. He added, "The ONLY bad thing about winning the Presidency is that I did not have the time to go through a long but winning trial on Trump U. Too bad!"[76]
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 Other investigations




In 2010, the office of Texas Attorney General[image: External link] Greg Abbott[image: External link] investigated Trump University. No lawsuit was brought, but after exchanging communications with investigators that included requests from the investigators for customer lists and internal documents, Trump University closed its operations in the state. These had included newspaper advertising, free presentations, and three-day seminars.[77]

The office of Florida Attorney General[image: External link] Pam Bondi[image: External link] announced in September 2013 that it was considering joining a New York lawsuit against Trump University.[78][79] Four days later, the Donald J. Trump Foundation donated $25,000 to "And Justice for All," a 527 group[image: External link] supporting Bondi's re-election campaign. Following this, Bondi declined to join New York in the lawsuit. According to a Bondi spokesman, Bondi had personally solicited the donation from Trump several weeks before her office announced it was considering joining the lawsuit.[79][80][81] In March 2016, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington[image: External link] (CREW) filed a complaint with the IRS about the potentially illegal donation.[82][83] In September 2016 it was reported that the donation violated laws against political contributions from nonprofit organizations, and that Donald Trump had reimbursed the foundation from his own money and paid the IRS a $2,500 excise tax as a penalty.[84] Trump denied that the donation was connected to the Trump University lawsuit, saying that it was for Bondi's performance as attorney general.[85]
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 Issue in the 2016 presidential election campaign




See also: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016 § Trump University[image: External link]


During the Republican presidential primaries of 2016, opponents of Trump's candidacy used Trump University to criticize him. Mitt Romney said in early March[image: External link]: "Donald Trump is a phony, a fraud. His promises are as worthless as a degree from Trump University."[86][87] Senators Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio raised the subject during televised debates in February and March.[88][89] One debate moderator, Megyn Kelly[image: External link] of Fox News, pursued the issue at length.[89][90] Trump responded that Trump University was "a small business" and student evaluations were overwhelmingly positive. He said lawsuits were a routine part of business and that he wins most of them. Of one of the class action suits he said: "It's something I could have settled many times. I could settle it right now for very little money, but I don't want to do it out of principle."[88] Hillary Clinton used the Trump University allegations against Trump in speeches and campaign ads.[91]
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 In popular culture




Trump University was the subject of a week-long series in the comic strip Doonesbury[image: External link], in June 2005.[92][93]

Trump University was also the butt of jokes in the 10-minute, pro-Clinton Will and Grace[image: External link] mini-episode released in September 2016, created to get out the vote.[94] In it, Karen says she sent her Latina maid, Rosario, to college. Turns out, Rosario's course of study was "Dusting".[95][96]
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 See also





	Legal affairs of Donald Trump

	List of assets owned by the Trump Organization[image: External link]

	Unaccredited institutions of higher education in the United States[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ The Ninth Circuit noted: "As the recent Ponzi-scheme scandals involving onetime financial luminaries like Bernard Madoff and Allen Stanford demonstrate, victims of con artists often sing the praises of their victimizers until the moment they realize they have been fleeced."[38]


	
^ Makaeff sought to withdraw for financial and health reasons and her attorneys cited the emotional affect of public exposure: "She's now been derided and called out by name on the campaign trail, on Twitter and on the GOP stage." Attorneys for Trump University objected that Makaeff's deposition was central to their defense: "She is the centerpiece to this litigation."[42]


	
^ According a document filed in the case, as of September 26, 2012, Sonny Low was a "71-year old senior citizen ... [who] retired in 2005 as a U.S. Foreign Service Officer who served our country for 34 years".[34]
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Business career of Donald Trump






Donald Trump is an American businessman, former television personality, and the 45th President of the United States. He began his real estate career at his father's company, Elizabeth Trump and Son, which he later renamed to The Trump Organization. He rose to public prominence after a number of successful real estate deals in Manhattan[image: External link] and New York City[image: External link], and his company now owns and develops lodging and golf courses[image: External link] around the world. Trump partly or completely owned several beauty pageants between 1996 and 2015. He has marketed his name to many building projects and commercial products. Trump's unsuccessful business ventures have included several casino and hotel bankruptcies, the folding of his New Jersey Generals football team, and the now-defunct Trump University.

With his election to the presidency the question arose what he would do with his business activities to avoid conflicts of interest. At a press conference on January 11, 2017, Trump said he will resign all management roles with The Trump Organization, leaving his two oldest sons Don Jr. and Eric to run it.[1] Trump will retain his financial stake in the business.[2]



TOP
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 Real estate




See also: The Trump Organization
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Prior to graduating from college, Trump began his real estate career at his father's company,[3] Elizabeth Trump and Son,[4] which focused on middle-class rental housing in the New York City boroughs[image: External link] of Brooklyn[image: External link], Queens[image: External link], and Staten Island[image: External link]. During his undergraduate study, one of Trump's first projects was the revitalization of the foreclosed Swifton Village apartment complex in Cincinnati, Ohio, which his father had purchased for $5.7 million in 1962.[5] Fred and Donald Trump became involved in the project, and with a $500,000 investment, turned the 1,200-unit complex's occupancy rate from 34% to 100%. Trump has said that when he graduated from college in 1968, he was worth about $200,000 (equivalent to $1,030,000 in 2016).[6] In 1972, the Trump Organization sold Swifton Village for $6.75 million.[7][8] At age 23, he made an unsuccessful commercial foray into show business, investing $70,000 to become co-producer of the 1970 Broadway comedy Paris Is Out![9]

He was made the president of the company in 1971 and, in one of his first acts, renamed the company to The Trump Organization.[10][11] In that year, he also moved to Manhattan, where he took part in larger construction projects and used attractive architectural design to win public recognition. He and his father drew wider attention in 1973[image: External link] when the Justice Department alleged that they were discriminating against blacks who wanted to rent apartments, rather than merely screening out people based on low income as the Trumps stated. The Department of Justice said that black "testers" were sent to more than half a dozen buildings and were denied apartments, but a similar white tester would then be offered an apartment in the same building.[12] Ultimately the Trumps' company and federal officials signed an agreement under which the Trumps made no admission of wrongdoing, and under which qualified minority applicants would be presented by the Urban League.[13][14]

By 1973, Trump was president of the Trump Organization, and oversaw the company's 14,000 apartments across Brooklyn, Queens, and Staten Island. In 1978, the city selected his site on the West Side[image: External link] of Manhattan as the location for its Jacob Javits Convention Center[image: External link], after finding that he was the only bidder who had a site ready for the project.[13] He received a broker's[image: External link] fee on the property sale.

Trump's first big deal in Manhattan[15] was the development of the Grand Hyatt Hotel[image: External link] in 1978 next to Grand Central Terminal[image: External link]. The aging brick facade of the Commodore Hotel was sheathed in glass, and the existing lobby of the hotel was replaced by an atrium.[16] The Commodore was thus presented as a remodeled Hyatt hotel at its opening in September 1980, helping to bring Trump to public prominence.[16][17] Part of this deal was a $1 million loan Fred Trump's Village Construction Corp. made to help repay draws on a Chase Manhattan credit line Fred had arranged for Donald as he built the hotel, as well as a $70 million construction loan jointly guaranteed by Fred and the Hyatt hotel chain. Fred was a silent partner in the initiative, due to his reputation having been damaged in New York real estate circles, after investigations into windfall profits and other abuses in his real estate projects, making Donald the front man in the deal. According to journalist Wayne Barrett, Fred's two-decade friendship with a top Equitable officer, Ben Holloway, helped convince them to agree to the project.[15] Donald negotiated a 40-year tax abatement for the hotel with the city, in exchange for a share of the venture's profits. The deal helped reduce the risk of the project and provided an incentive for investors to participate.[18]

In 1981, Trump purchased and renovated a building that would become the Trump Plaza, on Third Avenue[image: External link] in New York City.[19] Trump made this into an apartment cooperative[image: External link], in which tenants partly owned the building.[19]
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Main article: Trump Tower


In 1983, Trump completed development of Trump Tower, a 58-story skyscraper in Midtown Manhattan. The project involved complicated negotiations with different parties for the Bonwit Teller building, the land, and the airspace above a neighboring building. When negotiations were completed in 1978, The New York Times wrote "That Mr. Trump was able to obtain the location ... is testimony to [his] persistence and to his skills as a negotiator."[20]

Trump Tower occupies the former site of the architecturally significant Bonwit Teller flagship store[image: External link], which Trump demolished in 1980 after purchasing the site.[21][22] There was controversy when valuable Art Deco bas-relief sculptures on its facade, which had been promised to the Metropolitan Museum of Art[image: External link] by Trump, were destroyed on the orders of the Trump Organization during the demolition process.[21][22] In addition, the demolition of the Bonwit Teller store was criticized for a contractor's use of some 200 undocumented Polish immigrant workers, who, during the rushed demolition process, were reportedly paid 4–5 dollars per hour for work in 12-hour shifts.[23][24] Trump testified in 1990 that he rarely visited the site and was unaware of the illegal workers, some of whom lived at the site and who were known as the "Polish Brigade". A judge ruled in 1991 that the builders engaged in "a conspiracy to deprive the funds of their rightful contribution", referring to the pension and welfare funds of the labor unions.[25] However, on appeal, parts of that ruling were overturned,[26] and the record became sealed when the long-running labor lawsuit was settled in 1999, after 16 years in court.[23][24]

Trump Tower was developed by Trump and the Equitable Life Assurance Company[image: External link], and was designed by architect Der Scutt of Swanke Hayden Connell[image: External link].[27] Trump Tower houses both the primary penthouse condominium residence of Donald Trump and the headquarters of the Trump Organization.[28] The building includes shops, cafés, offices, and residences. Its five-level atrium features a 60-foot-high waterfall spanned by a suspended walkway, below a skylight.[29] Trump Tower was the setting of the NBC television show The Apprentice including a fully functional television studio set.[30] When the building was completed, its condominiums sold quickly and the tower became a tourist attraction.[31]
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Harrah's at Trump Plaza opened in Atlantic City in 1984. The hotel/casino was built by Trump with financing by Holiday Corp.[32] and operated by the Harrah's gambling unit of Holiday Corp. The casino's poor results exacerbated disagreements between Trump and Holiday Corp.[33] Trump also acquired a partially completed building in Atlantic City from the Hilton Corporation for $320 million. When completed in 1985, the hotel/casino became Trump Castle. Trump's wife, Ivana, managed the property.[34]

Trump acquired the Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Florida, in 1985 for $5 million, plus $3 million for the home's furnishings. In addition to using the home as a winter retreat, Trump also turned it into a private club with membership fees of $150,000. At about the same time, he acquired a condominium complex in Palm Beach with Lee Iacocca that became Trump Plaza of the Palm Beaches.[35]

Repairs on the Wollman Rink in Central Park, built in 1955, were started in 1980 by a general contractor unconnected to Trump, with an expected  2 1⁄2-year construction schedule, but were not completed by 1986. Trump took over the project, completed it in three months for $1.95 million, which was $750,000 less than the initial budget, and then operated the rink for one year with all profits going to charity in exchange for the rink's concession rights.[36][37]

Trump acquired the Plaza Hotel in Manhattan in 1988. He paid $400 million for the property and once again tapped Ivana to manage its operation and renovation.[38]

Later in 1988, Trump acquired the Taj Mahal Casino in Atlantic City, New Jersey, in a transaction with Merv Griffin and Resorts International.[39] The casino was opened in April 1990, and was built at a total cost of $1.1 billion, which at the time made it the most expensive casino ever built.[40][41] Financed with $675 million in junk bonds[42] at a 14% interest rate, the project entered Chapter 11[image: External link] bankruptcy the following year.[43] Banks and bondholders[image: External link], facing potential losses of hundreds of millions of dollars, opted to restructure the debt.

The Taj Mahal emerged from bankruptcy on October 5, 1991, with Trump ceding 50 percent ownership in the casino to the bondholders in exchange for lowered interest rates and more time to pay off the debt.[44] He also sold his financially challenged Trump Shuttle[image: External link] airline and his 282-foot (86 m) megayacht, the Trump Princess.[42][45][46] The property was repurchased in 1996 and consolidated into Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts, which filed for bankruptcy in 2004 with $1.8 billion in debt, filing again for bankruptcy five years later with $50 million in assets and $500 million in debt. The restructuring ultimately left Trump with 10% ownership in the Trump Taj Mahal and other Trump casino properties.[46] Trump served as chairman of the organization, which was renamed Trump Entertainment Resorts, from mid-1995 until early 2009, and served as CEO from mid-2000 to mid-2005.[47]
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Further information: Legal affairs of Donald Trump § Use of bankruptcy laws[image: External link]


Although Trump has never filed for personal bankruptcy, hotel and casino businesses of his have declared bankruptcy six [48] times between 1991 and 2009 due to its inability to meet required payments and to re-negotiate debt with banks, owners of stock and bonds and various small businesses (unsecured creditors).[49][50] Because the businesses used Chapter 11 bankruptcy, they were allowed to operate while negotiations proceeded. Trump was quoted by Newsweek in 2011 saying, "I do play with the bankruptcy laws—they're very good for me."[51][52]

The six bankruptcies were the result of over-leveraged hotel and casino businesses in Atlantic City and New York: Trump Taj Mahal (1991), Trump Plaza Hotel and Casino (1992), Plaza Hotel (1992), Trump Castle Hotel and Casino (1992), Trump Hotels and Casino Resorts (2004), and Trump Entertainment Resorts (2009).[48][53][54] Trump said "I've used the laws of this country to pare debt. ... We'll have the company. We'll throw it into a chapter. We'll negotiate with the banks. We'll make a fantastic deal. You know, it's like on The Apprentice. It's not personal. It's just business."[43]
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Trump acquired an old, vacant, 70-story office building at 40 Wall Street in Manhattan in 1996. After a complete renovation, it became the Trump Building[image: External link].[55] After his father died in 1999, Trump and his siblings received equal portions[citation needed[image: External link]] of his father's estate valued at $250–300 million.[56]

In 2001, Trump completed Trump World Tower, a 72-story residential tower across from the United Nations Headquarters[image: External link].[57] Trump also began construction on Trump Place, a multi-building development along the Hudson River. He continued to own commercial space in Trump International Hotel and Tower, a 44-story mixed-use (hotel and condominium) tower on Columbus Circle which he acquired in 1996,[58] and also continued to own millions of square feet of other prime Manhattan[image: External link] real estate.[59]

Trump acquired the former Hotel Delmonico in Manhattan in 2002. It was re-opened with 35 stories of luxury condominiums in 2004 as the Trump Park Avenue.[60]

Trump has owned a house on North Rodeo Drive[image: External link] in the Beverly Hills, California[image: External link]/Los Angeles[image: External link] area, bought for $7 million, since 2007. He bought a home next door in 2008 from Omar Bongo[image: External link], the president of Gabon[image: External link] who would die in office in 2009, for $10.35 million. Trump sold the second LA home, built in 1981, for $9,500,095 in 2009 for an $850,000 (8%) loss. The second house went back on the market in mid-2016 listed at nearly $30 million.[61]

Trump has licensed his name and image[image: External link] for the development of a number of real estate projects including two Trump-branded real estate projects in Florida that have gone into foreclosure.[62] The Turkish owner of Trump Towers Istanbul[image: External link], who pays Trump for the use of his name, was reported in December 2015 to be exploring legal means to dissociate the property after the candidate's call to temporarily ban Muslims from entering the United States.[63]

Trump also licensed his name to son-in-law Jared Kushner's 50-story Trump Bay Street, a Jersey City[image: External link] luxury development that has raised $50 million of its $200 million capitalization largely from wealthy Chinese nationals[image: External link] who, after making an initial down payment of $500,000 in concert with the government's expedited EB-5 visa[image: External link] program, can usually obtain United States permanent residency for themselves and their families after two years.[64] Trump is a partner with Kushner Properties[image: External link] only in name licensing and not in the building's financing.[64]
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 Golf courses




Trump, according to Jack Nicklaus[image: External link], "loves the game of golf more than he loves money". His handicap[image: External link] is 2.8.[65] The Trump Organization operates many golf courses and resorts in the United States and around the world. The number of golf courses that Trump owns or manages is about 18, according to Golfweek.[66] Trump's personal financial disclosure with the Federal Elections Commission stated that his golf and resort revenue for the year 2015 was roughly $382 million.[67][68]

In 2006, Trump bought the Menie Estate in Balmedie, Aberdeenshire, Scotland, creating a golf resort against the wishes of local residents [69] on an area designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest.[70][71] A 2011 independent documentary, You've Been Trumped, by British filmmaker Anthony Baxter, chronicled the golf resort's construction and the subsequent struggles between the locals and Donald Trump.[72] Despite Trump's promises of 6,000 jobs, in 2016, by his own admission, the golf course has created only 200 jobs.[73]

In April 2014, Trump purchased the Turnberry[image: External link] hotel and golf resort in Ayrshire, Scotland, which is a regular fixture in the Open Championship rota.[74][75] In June 2015, Trump's appeal objecting to an offshore windfarm (Aberdeen Bay Wind Farm) within sight of the golf links was denied.[76] In December 2015, Trump's attempt to prevent the windfarm being built within sight of his golf course was dismissed by five justices at the UK Supreme Court in the case of Trump International Golf Club Scotland Ltd v The Scottish Ministers.[77]
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 Professional sports




In 1983, Trump's New Jersey Generals became a charter member of the new United States Football League (USFL). Before the inaugural season began in 1983, Trump sold the franchise to Oklahoma[image: External link] oil magnate J. Walter Duncan, and bought it back after the season. He then attempted to hire longtime Miami Dolphins[image: External link] coach Don Shula[image: External link], but the deal fell apart because he was unwilling to meet Shula's demand for an apartment in Trump Tower. Trump ended up hiring former New York Jets[image: External link] coach Walt Michaels[image: External link].[78][79][80] The USFL played its first three seasons during the spring and summer, but Trump convinced the majority of the owners of other USFL teams to move the USFL 1986 schedule to the fall, directly opposite the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL), arguing that it would eventually force a merger with the NFL, which would supposedly increase their investment significantly.[81]

Before the 1985 season, Trump signed Heisman Trophy[image: External link]-winning quarterback Doug Flutie[image: External link] to a $7 million 5-year personal-services contract. That made Flutie the highest-paid pro football player at the time, as well as the highest-paid rookie[image: External link] in any professional sport.[82] After the season, the Generals merged with the Houston Gamblers[image: External link]. Trump owned 50% of the newly merged team, which would stay in New Jersey and retain the Generals nickname. At the time, Trump boasted "it's probably the best team in football." (New Jersey and Houston both had good but not great seasons in 1985: they each made the playoffs but lost first-round games.)

The Generals never played another game.[83] The 1986 season was cancelled after the USFL won a pyrrhic victory[image: External link] in an antitrust lawsuit against the NFL[image: External link]: the NFL technically lost the suit, but the USFL was awarded just $3.00 in cash damages. The USFL, which was down to just 7 active franchises from a high of 18, folded soon afterward.[78]

Trump attempted to buy the NFL's Buffalo Bills[image: External link] in 2014 but was unsuccessful. During his 2016 presidential run, he has been critical of the NFL's updated concussion rules[image: External link], complaining on the campaign trail that the game has been made "soft" and "weak", saying a concussion is just "a ding on the head". He accused referees of throwing penalty flags[image: External link] needlessly just to be seen on television "so their wives see them at home".[84]

Trump had expressed an interest in purchasing the Cleveland Indians[image: External link] for $13 million in a February 15, 1983 letter sent by Kenneth Molloy[image: External link] to team president Gabe Paul[image: External link]. Trump increased his offer to $34 million later that same year. His lack of commitment to keep the franchise in Cleveland[image: External link] beyond three years cost him any chance of completing the acquisition.[85]

Trump remained involved with other sports after the Generals folded, operating golf courses in several countries.[78] He also hosted several boxing matches in Atlantic City at the Trump Plaza, including Mike Tyson's 1988 fight[image: External link] against Michael Spinks[image: External link], and at one time acted as a financial advisor for Tyson.[78][86][87]

In 1989 and 1990, Trump lent his name to the Tour de Trump cycling stage race which was an attempt to create an American equivalent of European races such as the Tour de France[image: External link] or the Giro d'Italia[image: External link]. The name was suggested by his business partner, basketball commentator Billy Packer[image: External link], who originally planned to call the race the Tour de Jersey. The first stage of the inaugural race ended in the college town of New Paltz, New York[image: External link] where picketers greeted the riders with anti-Trump signs. The second stage began in New York City, and Mayor[image: External link] Ed Koch[image: External link], who had denounced Trump as "one of the great hucksters", boycotted the event. The last stage of the 10-stage 837-mile race was even more controversial. Going into the last stage, Belgian rider Eric Vanderaerden[image: External link] was favored to win the tour championship, but lost at least 1 minute 20 seconds when he took a wrong turn on a poorly marked course in Atlantic City, riding a quarter-mile or more out of his way. He ended up finishing third overall, behind tour winner Dag-Otto Lauritzen[image: External link] (a Norwegian rider with the American-owned 7-Eleven team[image: External link]) and runner-up Henk Lubberding[image: External link], who also took a wrong turn during the last stage. Trump withdrew his sponsorship after the second Tour de Trump in 1990, because his other business ventures were experiencing financial woes. The race continued for several more years as the Tour DuPont.[88][89]

Trump submitted a stalking-horse bid[image: External link] on the Buffalo Bills[image: External link] when it came up for sale following Ralph Wilson[image: External link]'s death in 2014; he was ultimately outbid, as he expected, and Kim[image: External link] and Terrence Pegula[image: External link] won the auction.[90] During his 2016 presidential run, he was critical of the NFL's updated concussion rules[image: External link], complaining on the campaign trail that the game has been made "soft" and "weak", saying a concussion is just "a ding on the head." He accused referees of throwing penalty flags[image: External link] needlessly just to be seen on television "so their wives see them at home."[91]
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 Beauty pageants




Further information: Miss USA, Miss Universe, and Miss Teen USA


From 1996 until 2015, when he sold his interests,[92] Trump owned part or all of the Miss Universe, Miss USA, and Miss Teen USA beauty pageants.

Miss Universe debuted on CBS, and both Miss Universe and Miss USA moved to NBC in 2002.[93][94] In 2012, Trump won a $5 million arbitration award against a contestant who claimed the show was rigged.[95] In 2015, NBC and Univision[image: External link] both ended their business relationships with the Miss Universe Organization during Trump's presidential campaign .[96][97] Trump later announced that he had become the sole owner of the Miss Universe Organization by purchasing NBC's stake.[98] He sold his own interests in the pageant shortly afterwards, to WME[image: External link]/ IMG[image: External link].[92]

In 1999, a few years after buying into Miss Universe, Trump founded a modeling company, Trump Model Management, which operates in the SoHo[image: External link] neighborhood of Lower Manhattan[image: External link].[99] Together with another Trump company, Trump Management Group LLC, Trump Model Management has brought hundreds of foreign fashion models into the United States to work in the fashion industry[image: External link] since 2000.[100] This business and the beauty pageants overlapped somewhat, with various pageant contestants getting modelling contracts.[101]
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 Trump University




Main articles: Trump University and Cohen v. Trump[image: External link]


Trump University LLC[102] was an American for-profit education company that ran a real estate training program from 2005 until at least 2010. After multiple lawsuits, it is now defunct. It was founded by Donald Trump and his associates, Michael Sexton and Jonathan Spitalny.[103] The company offered courses in real estate, asset management, entrepreneurship, and wealth creation, charging between $1,500 and $35,000 per course.[104] In 2005 the operation was notified by New York State authorities that its use of the word "university" violated state law. After a second such notification in 2010, the name of the operation was changed to the "Trump Entrepreneurial Institute".[105] Trump was also found personally liable for failing to obtain a business license for the operation.[106]

In 2013 the state of New York filed a $40 million civil suit claiming that Trump University made false claims and defrauded consumers.[105][107] In addition, two class-action civil lawsuits relating to Trump University were filed in federal court; they named Donald Trump personally as well as his companies.[108] All three cases were settled in November 2016, after Trump's election to the presidency, for a total of $25 million.[109]

Trump repeatedly criticized a judge, Gonzalo P. Curiel, who is overseeing two of the Trump University cases. During campaign speeches and interviews up until June 2016, Trump called Curiel a "hater of Donald Trump", saying his rulings have been unfair, and that Curiel "happens to be, we believe, Mexican, which is great. I think that's fine",[110] while suggesting that the judge's ethnicity posed a conflict of interest in light of Trump's proposal to build a wall on the United States–Mexican border.[111][112][113] Many legal experts were critical of Trump's attacks on Curiel, often viewing them as racially charged, unfounded, and an affront to the concept of an independent judiciary.[114][115][116] On June 7, 2016, Trump issued a lengthy statement saying that his criticism of the judge had been "misconstrued" and that his concerns about Curiel's impartiality were not based upon ethnicity alone, but also upon rulings in the case.[117][118]
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 Donald J. Trump Foundation




Main article: Donald J. Trump Foundation


The Donald J. Trump Foundation is a U.S.-based private foundation[119] established in 1988 for the initial purpose of giving away proceeds from the book Trump: The Art of the Deal by Trump and Tony Schwartz.[120][121] The foundation's funds mostly come from donors other than Trump,[122] who has not given personally to the charity since 2008.[122] The top donors to the foundation from 2004 to 2014 were Vince and Linda McMahon of World Wrestling Entertainment, who donated $5 million to the foundation after Trump appeared at WrestleMania in 2007.[122]

The foundation's tax returns show that it has given to healthcare and sports-related charities, as well as conservative groups.[123] In 2009, for example, the foundation gave $926,750 to about 40 groups, with the biggest donations going to the Arnold Palmer Medical Center Foundation[image: External link] ($100,000), the New York Presbyterian Hospital[image: External link] ($125,000), the Police Athletic League ($156,000), and the Clinton Foundation ($100,000).[124][125]

Starting in 2016 The Washington Post began reporting on how the foundation raised and granted money. The Post uncovered several potential legal and ethical violations, such as alleged self-dealing and possible tax evasion.[126] The New York State Attorney General is investigating the foundation "to make sure it is complying with the laws governing charities in New York."[127][128] A Trump spokesman called the investigation a "partisan hit job".[127] On October 3, 2016, the New York Attorney General's office notified the Trump Foundation that it was allegedly in violation of New York laws regarding charities, and ordered it to immediately cease its fundraising activities "in New York".[129]
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 Branding and licensing




Main article: List of things named after Donald Trump


Trump has marketed his name on a large number of building projects as well as commercial products and services, achieving mixed success doing so for himself, his partners, and investors in the projects.[130][131][nb 1] In 2011, Forbes' financial experts estimated the value of the Trump brand at $200 million. Trump disputed this valuation, saying his brand was worth about $3 billion.[150]

Many developers pay Trump to market their properties and to be the public face for their projects.[151] For that reason, Trump does not own many of the buildings that display his name.[151] According to Forbes, this portion of Trump's empire, actually run by his children, is by far his most valuable, having a $562 million valuation. According to Forbes, there are 33 licensing projects under development including seven "condo hotels" (the seven Trump International Hotel and Tower developments). In June 2015, Forbes pegged the Trump brand at $125 million[152] as retailers like Macy's Inc.[image: External link] and Serta Mattresses[image: External link] began dropping Trump-branded products.[153][154]
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 Taxes and income




See also: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016


Trump has released some financial information,[67] but has declined to publicly release any of his full tax returns[image: External link],[155] saying that he will do so before the 2016 election if what his attorneys described as an ongoing audit by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)[image: External link] is completed covering tax returns for the years 2009 through 2016.[156][157] According to a July 2015 press release from his campaign manager, Trump's "income" for the year 2014 was $362 million ("which does not include dividends, interest, capital gains, rents and royalties").[158] His disclosure filings for the year 2015 stated that his total gross revenue was in excess of $611 million.[67]

Fortune magazine has reported that the $362 million figure as stated on his Federal Election Commission (FEC) filings is not "income" but gross revenue before salaries, interest payments on outstanding debt, and other business-related expenses; Trump's net income was "most likely" about one-third of that.[159][160] According to public records, Trump received a $302 New York tax rebate in 2013 (and in two other recent years) given to couples earning less than $500,000 per year, who submit as proof their federal tax returns.[160] Trump's campaign manager has suggested that Trump's tax rebate was an error.[160]

In October 2016, it was revealed that Trump had claimed a loss of $916 million on his 1995 tax returns. As tax losses[image: External link] from one year can be applied to offset income from future years, the $916 million loss allowed him to reduce or eliminate his taxable income (and consequently his US federal income taxes) during the eighteen year carry forward period.[161] Trump acknowledged he used the loss but declined to provide details such as the specific years the loss was applied.[162]

An investigative story by the New York Times found that in the early 1990s in order to avoid "financial ruin" Trump's businesses used methods which were "legally dubious" to avoid paying taxes, and that Trump's own lawyers described these activities as "improper".[163] Independent tax experts stated that "Whatever loophole existed was not ‘exploited’ here, but stretched beyond any recognition" and that it involved "sleight of hand". Since the taxes were related to the reduction in Trump's extensive junk bond debt at the time and the bankruptcies of three of Trump's casinos, the methods used were probably related, according to the report, to Trump's reported $916 million loss reported on his 1995 tax return.[164]
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 Net worth




In 2016, Forbes estimated Trump's net worth at $3.7 billion, and Bloomberg $3 billion.[167][168] These estimates would make him one of the richest politicians in American history. He has often given much higher estimates, sometimes over $10 billion, with the discrepancy due in part to the uncertainty of appraised property values, as well as his own assessment of the value of his personal brand.[167][169] As of 2016, Forbes ranked him the 156th wealthiest person in the U.S.[168] and the 324th wealthiest in the world.[170]

On June 16, 2015, just prior to announcing his candidacy for president of the United States, Trump released a one-page financial statement "from a big accounting firm—one of the most respected"[171]—stating a net worth of $8,737,540,000.[172] "I'm really rich", Trump said.[171] Forbes believed his claim of $9 billion was "a whopper," figuring it was actually $4.1 billion.[173] In June 2015, Business Insider published Trump's June 2014 financial statement, noting that $3.3 billion of that total is represented by "Real Estate Licensing Deals, Brand and Branded Developments", described by Business Insider as "basically [implying] that Trump values his character at $3.3 billion."[174] In July 2015, federal election regulators released new details of Trump's self-reported wealth and financial holdings when he became a Republican presidential candidate, reporting that his assets are worth above $1.4 billion, which includes at least $70 million in stocks, and a debt of at least $265 million.[175] According to Bloomberg, for the purposes of Trump's FEC filings Trump "only reported revenue for [his] golf properties in his campaign filings even though the disclosure form asks for income", noting independent filings showing all three of his major European golf properties were unprofitable.[167]

Mortgages on Trump's major properties—including Trump Tower, 40 Wall Street[image: External link], and the Trump National Doral golf course—each fall into the "above $50 million" range, the highest reportable category on FEC filings, with Trump paying interest rates ranging from 4% to 7.125%.[176] Mortgages on those three properties were separately reported as $100 million, $160 million, and $125 million in 2013.[177] Trump is a leaseholder, not owner, of the land beneath 40 Wall Street.[178] Other outstanding Trump mortgages and debts are pegged to current market interest rates.[176] A 2012 report from Trump's accounting firm estimated $451.7 million in debt and other collateral obligations.[177] Filings in 2015 disclosed debt of $504 million, according to Fortune magazine.[159] Bloomberg documented debt of at least $605 million in 2016.[167] Trump's outstanding debt was at least $650 million in August 2016, in addition to an outstanding loan of $950 million to the Bank of China[image: External link] and Deutsche Bank[image: External link] (among other creditors) on 1290 Avenue of the Americas, in which Trump is a minority owner.[178]

Trump was listed on the initial Forbes List of wealthy individuals in 1982 as having an estimated $200 million fortune, including a share of his father's estimated $200 million net worth.[179] After several years on the list, Trump's financial losses in the 1980s caused him to be dropped from 1990 to 1995, and reportedly obliged him to borrow from his siblings' trusts in 1993;[179] in 2005, The New York Times referred to Trump's "verbal billions" in a skeptical article about Trump's self-reported wealth.[179] At the time, three individuals with direct knowledge of Trump's finances told reporter Timothy L. O'Brien[image: External link] that Trump's actual net worth was between $150 and $250 million, though Trump then publicly claimed a net worth of $5 to $6 billion.[179] Claiming libel, Trump sued the reporter (and his book publisher) for $5 billion, lost the case, and then lost again on appeal; Trump refused to turn over his unredacted tax returns despite his assertion they supported his case.[180] In a sworn deposition, Trump testified that he once borrowed $9.6 million from his father, calling it "a very small amount of money", but could not recall when he did so;[181] Trump has since told campaign audiences he began his career with "a small loan of one million dollars" from his father,[181] which he paid back with interest: "it has not been easy for me", Trump told one New Hampshire crowd.[182]

In April 2011, amid speculation whether Trump would run as a candidate in the United States presidential election of 2012, Politico quoted unnamed sources close to him stating that, if Trump should decide to run for president, he would file "financial disclosure statements that [would] show his net worth [was] in excess of $7 billion with more than $250 million of cash, and very little debt."[184] Although Trump did not run as a candidate in the 2012 elections, his "professionally prepared" 2012 financial disclosure was published in his book, which claimed a $7 billion net worth.[185]

A July 2015 campaign press release, issued one month after Trump announced his presidential run, said that the FEC filing "was not designed for a man of Mr. Trump's massive wealth"[176] and that his "net worth is in excess of TEN BILLION DOLLARS [ sic[image: External link]]".[186] However, Trump has testified that "my net worth fluctuates, and it goes up and down with markets and with attitudes and with feelings—even my own feelings."[187] On the same day, Trump's own stated estimates of his net worth have varied by as much as $3.3 billion.[179] Trump has also acknowledged that past exaggerated estimates of his wealth have been "good for financing".[188] Forbes has said that although Trump "shares a lot of information with us that helps us get to the figures we publish," he "consistently pushes for a higher net worth—especially when it comes to the value of his personal brand."[173] Forbes reduced its estimate of Trump's net worth by $125 million following Trump's controversial 2015 remarks about Mexican illegal immigrants, which ended Trump's business contracts with NBCUniversal[image: External link], Univision[image: External link], Macy's[image: External link], Serta[image: External link], PVH Corporation[image: External link], and Perfumania.[189] An internal Young & Rubicam[image: External link] study of Trump's brand among high-income consumers showed "plummeting" ratings for traits such as "prestigious", "upper class", and "glamorous" at the end of 2015, suggesting that Trump's various businesses could face market difficulties and financing challenges in the future.[190]

The value of the Trump brand may have fallen due to his presidential campaign. Some consumers say they are avoiding purchasing Trump-branded products and services as a protest against Trump and his campaign.[191] Bookings and foot traffic at Trump-branded hotels and casinos fell off sharply in 2016, primarily driven by a decrease in visits to the properties by women.[192][193] Following the release of the Access Hollywood tape recordings in October 2016, the value of the Trump brand was reported to have taken a further hit, with estimates of the reduction in the brand's added value of up to 13 percentage points[image: External link].[194][195]
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 Notes






	
^ His external entrepreneurial and investment ventures include Trump Financial[image: External link] (a mortgage firm), Trump Sales and Leasing (residential sales), Trump International Realty (a residential and commercial real estate brokerage firm), The Trump Entrepreneur Initiative[image: External link] (a for profit business education company, formerly called the Trump University), Trump Restaurants (located in Trump Tower and consisting of Trump Buffet, Trump Catering, Trump Ice Cream Parlor, and Trump Bar), GoTrump (an online travel search engine[132][133][134]), Select By Trump (a line of coffee drinks),[135] Trump Drinks (an energy drink for the Israeli and Palestinian markets)[136][137][138][139] Donald J. Trump Signature Collection (a line of menswear, men's accessories, and watches), Donald Trump The Fragrance (2004), SUCCESS by Donald Trump[image: External link] (a second fragrance launched by The Trump Organization and the Five Star Fragrance Company released in March 2012), Trump Ice[image: External link] bottled water, the former Trump Magazine,[140] Trump Golf, Trump Chocolate, Trump Home (home furnishings),[141] Trump Productions (a television production company), Trump Institute[image: External link], Trump: The Game[image: External link] (1989 board game with a 2004 re-release version tied to The Apprentice),[133] Donald Trump's Real Estate Tycoon[image: External link] (a business simulation video game), Trump Books[image: External link], Trump Model Management, Trump Shuttle, Trump Mortgage[image: External link], Trump Network (a multi-level vitamin, cosmetic, and urinalysis[image: External link] marketing company),[142][143] Trump Vodka[image: External link],[141][144][145] Trump Steakhouse[132][146] and Trump Steaks[image: External link].[133] In addition, Trump reportedly received $1.5 million for each one-hour presentation he did for The Learning Annex[image: External link].[147] Trump also endorsed ACN Inc.[image: External link], a multi-level marketing telecommunications company[image: External link]. He has spoken at ACN International Training Events at which he praised the company's founders, business model and video phone.[148] He earned a total $1.35 million for three speeches given for the company, amounting to $450,000 per speech.[149]
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List of things named after Donald Trump






The following things are named after Donald Trump, an American[image: External link] businessman, politician, real estate developer, and the 45th President of the United States, who licenses his name for use on a variety of products.

Some of the items listed are owned by The Trump Organization, of which he is the owner.



Real estate

Trump Tower

Completed/in use


	
Trump Tower, New York City[image: External link]


	
Trump Towers Pune[image: External link], India (in development)

	Trump Tower Mumbai, India (in development)

	
Trump Towers Istanbul[image: External link], Turkey[image: External link]


	
Trump Towers (Sunny Isles Beach)[image: External link], Sunny Isles Beach, Florida[image: External link]


	
Trump Tower (White Plains)[image: External link], White Plains, New York[image: External link]


	
Trump Tower Manila[image: External link] (also known as Trump Tower at Century City), Makati City, Philippines[image: External link] (in development)



Cancelled/never completed


	
Trump Towers Charlotte[image: External link], Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link]


	
Trump Tower (Tampa)[image: External link], Tampa, Florida[image: External link]




Trump International Hotel and Tower

Completed/in use


	Trump International Hotel and Tower (Chicago)

	Trump International Hotel and Tower (Honolulu)

	Trump International Hotel and Tower (New York City)

	Trump International Hotel and Tower (Toronto)

	Trump International Hotel and Tower (Vancouver)

	Trump International Hotel Las Vegas

	
Trump International Hotel Washington, D.C.[image: External link], also known as Old Post Office Pavilion




Planned but never built


	Trump International Hotel and Tower (Dubai)[image: External link]

	Trump International Hotel and Tower (New Orleans)[image: External link]

	Trump International Hotel & Residence (Phoenix)[image: External link]



Unfinished


	
Trump International Hotel & Tower Baku[image: External link], Azerbaijan[image: External link]




Trump Plaza

In use


	Trump Plaza (New York City)

	Trump Plaza (New Rochelle)[image: External link]

	Trump Plaza (Jersey City)[image: External link]

	
Trump Plaza (West Palm Beach)[image: External link][1][2]




Trump Entertainment Resorts

Closed


	
Trump Taj Mahal, a casino and hotel on the Atlantic City boardwalk.



Former properties

The company's former properties include:


	Harrah's at Trump Plaza in Atlantic City, New Jersey (formerly a 50/50 partnership with Harrah's[image: External link]) now wholly owned and renamed as the Trump Plaza, which was closed on September 16, 2014.

	Trump 29 Casino in Coachella, California[image: External link] (formerly a 50/50 partnership with the Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians of California[image: External link]) 2006 Trump officially got out. Now Spotlight 29 Casino[image: External link].

	Trump Casino in Gary, Indiana now the Majestic Star II.

	
Trump World's Fair[image: External link] at Trump Plaza in Atlantic City, New Jersey. Operated as a wing of Trump Plaza, but with its own casino license, it was closed in 1999, and demolished in 2000.

	
Trump Castle[image: External link] (renamed Trump Marina in 1997) in Atlantic City, New Jersey, sold to Landry's, Inc.[image: External link] in 2011

	
Steel Pier[image: External link], sold in 2011



Other buildings

In use


	Trump Bay Street, in Jersey City, New Jersey

	
Trump World Tower, in New York City

	
The Trump Building[image: External link], in New York City

	
Trump Ocean Club International Hotel and Tower, in Panama City

	
Trump SoHo, hotel condominium in New York City

	
Trump Parc and Trump Parc East, Manhattan

	
Trump Park Avenue, Manhattan

	Daewoo Trump World, Apartment brand in South Korea[3]




Abandoned/never completed


	
Elite Tower[image: External link], formerly known as Trump Plaza Tower, and Trump Elite Tower, Ramat Gan, Tel Aviv, Israel

	
Trump Taj Mahal, in Atlantic City, New Jersey (no longer owned, operated or administered by the Trump Organization)

	Trump Ocean Resort Baja Mexico[image: External link]

	
Trump Tower Europe[image: External link], Stuttgart, Germany



Golf courses

U.S.


	Trump International Golf Club (West Palm Beach)

	Trump National Doral Miami

	Trump National Golf Club (Bedminster, New Jersey)

	Trump National Golf Club (Colts Neck, New Jersey)

	Trump National Golf Club (Jupiter, Florida)[image: External link]

	Trump National Golf Club (Los Angeles)

	Trump National Golf Club (Philadelphia)

	Trump National Golf Club (Washington, D.C.)

	Trump National Golf Club Westchester

	Trump National Golf Club (Hudson Valley, New York)

	Trump National Golf Club (Charlotte, North Carolina)

	Trump Golf Links (Ferry Point, New York)[4]




International


	Trump International Golf Club (Dubai)

	Trump World Golf Club (Dubai)

	Trump International Golf Links, Scotland

	Trump International Golf Links and Hotel Ireland

	
Trump Turnberry[image: External link] (Scotland)



Former


	Trump International Golf Club Puerto Rico[5]




Food and drink


	
Trump Winery-Headquartered in Charlottesville, Virginia

	
Trump Ice[image: External link] – served at Trump properties and or events



Former


	Trump Footlong[image: External link]

	Trump Golden Ale[6] now renamed Chinga Tu Pelo beer[image: External link][7]


	Trump Steaks[image: External link]

	Trump Vodka[image: External link]



Arts and media

See also: Bibliography of Donald Trump and Donald Trump in music



	
The Day of the Donald[image: External link], a novel

	"Donald Trump[image: External link]", a 2011 song by Mac Miller[image: External link]


	
Donald Trump (Last Week Tonight )[image: External link] by John Oliver

	"Donald Trump's Hair[image: External link]", a 2009 song by Kacey Jones[image: External link][8]


	
Donald Trump's Real Estate Tycoon[image: External link], a video game

	
The Making of Donald Trump[image: External link], a 2016 biography by David Cay Johnston[image: External link]


	
Michael Moore in TrumpLand[image: External link], a 2016 film by Michael Moore[image: External link]


	
/r/The Donald[image: External link], a subreddit[image: External link] dedicated to Trump with over 300,000 subscribers.

	
Trumped!, a talk radio program in the first decade of the 21st century hosted by Trump

	
Trumped! The Inside Story of the Real Donald Trump – His Cunning Rise and Spectacular Fall[image: External link], a 1991 biography by John O'Donnell

	
Trumped: Inside the Greatest Political Upset of All Time[image: External link], a 2017 documentary film

	
Trump: The Game[image: External link], a board game initially launched in 1989, with a 2004 re-release

	
Trump Magazine[image: External link], published from 2006 to 2009

	
TrumpNation: The Art of Being the Donald[image: External link], a 2005 biographical book by Timothy L. O'Brien[image: External link]


	
Trump Style[image: External link], free magazine offered at Trump hotel-casinos from 1997 to 2002

	
Trump Unauthorized[image: External link] - a 2005 television film

	
Trump World Magazine[image: External link], published from 2002 to 2006

	
You've Been Trumped, a 2011 documentary film



Streets


	Trump Avenue – Central Park[image: External link], Ottawa[image: External link][9]


	Trump Drive – Kalispell, Montana[image: External link][10]




Other


	
Donald J. Trump Foundation, based in New York, founded in 1988

	
Donald J. Trump State Park[image: External link], in New York, located on land donated by Trump to the state in 2006

	
Neopalpa donaldtrumpi[image: External link], a species of micro-moth of the genus Neopalpa[image: External link] with distinctive yellowish-white scales covering the head in adults [11]


	
Tetragramma donaldtrumpi[image: External link], a species of fossil sea urchin[image: External link][12]


	The Trump effect[image: External link], an alleged increase in school bullying caused by Trump's rhetoric

	Trump Force One – the nickname given by the media to a Boeing 757-200ER[image: External link] airliner that is the personal aircraft of Donald Trump.[13][14] In December 2016 it received the callsign Tyson 1.[15]


	Trump Home

	
Trump Institute[image: External link], a separate business licensed but not owned by Trump[16]


	
Trump Model Management, formerly known as "Donald Trump Models"

	
Trump Network[image: External link], Direct Selling Vitamin Company

	Trump Office, a line of office chairs launched in 2007[17][18][19]


	Trump Productions



Individuals


	
Donald Trump Jr., his firstborn child.

	Donald Trump III, his eldest grandson, son of Donald Jr.





	Trump Jamil Hassan, born in Kurdistan[image: External link], Iraq.[20]




Former


	
Donald J. Trump Signature Collection[image: External link] menswear line at Macy's[image: External link] (partnership ended in 2015)[21]


	GoTrump.com[image: External link]

	
Tour de Trump, a bicycle race held in 1989 and 1990[22]


	
Riverside South, Manhattan (Trump Place), Manhattan (de-branded November 2016)[23]


	TD Trump Deutschland[image: External link]

	Trump's Castle/Trump Marina

	Trump fragrances[image: External link]

	Trump Mortgage[image: External link]

	Trump Shuttle[image: External link]

	
Trump University, owned mostly by Trump (renamed The Trump Entrepreneur Initiative in 2010)



See also


	List of things named after Ronald Reagan[image: External link]

	List of things named after Barack Obama[image: External link]
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Legal affairs of Donald Trump






This article is about the legal affairs of Donald Trump in his personal and business life. For lawsuits arising out of his actions as president, see List of lawsuits involving Donald Trump[image: External link].

Donald Trump is an American businessman, television personality, author, and President of the United States.

An analysis by USA Today published in June 2016 found that over the previous three decades, Trump and his businesses have been involved in 3,500 legal cases in U.S. federal courts[image: External link] and state court[image: External link], an unprecedented number for a U.S. presidential candidate[image: External link].[1] Of the 3,500 suits, Trump or one of his companies were plaintiffs in 1,900; defendants in 1,450; and bankruptcy[image: External link], third party, or other in 150.[1] Trump was named in at least 169 suits in federal court.[2] A number of other cases (over 150) were in the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit Court of Florida[image: External link] (covering Broward County, Florida[image: External link]) since 1983.[3] In about 500 cases, judges dismissed plaintiffs' claims against Trump. In hundreds more, cases ended with the available public record unclear about the resolution.[1] Where there was a clear resolution, Trump won 451 times, and lost 38.[4]

The topics of the legal cases include contract disputes, defamation claims, and allegations of sexual harassment. Trump's companies have been involved in more than 100 tax disputes, and on "at least three dozen" occasions the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance[image: External link] has obtained tax liens[image: External link] against Trump properties for nonpayment of taxes.[1] On a number of occasions, Trump has threatened legal action but did not ultimately follow through.[5]

Of Trump's involvement in the lawsuits, his lawyer Alan Garten said in 2015 that this was "a natural part of doing business in [the United States]",[5][6] and in the real estate industry[image: External link], litigation to enforce contracts and resolve business disputes is indeed common.[5] Trump has, however, been involved in far more litigation than fellow real-estate magnates; the USA Today analysis in 2016 found that Trump had been involved in legal disputes more than Edward J. DeBartolo Jr.[image: External link], Donald Bren[image: External link], Stephen M. Ross[image: External link], Sam Zell[image: External link], and Larry Silverstein[image: External link] combined.[1]

The Trump lawsuits[5][6] have attracted criticism from Trump's opponents, who say that this is not a trait that conservatives should support.[5] James Copland, director of legal policy at the conservative-leaning Manhattan Institute[image: External link], states that "Trump clearly has an affinity for filing lawsuits, partly because he owns a lot of businesses" and has sometimes used litigation as a "bullying tactic".[5]

Although Trump has said that he "never" settles legal claims, Trump and his businesses have settled with plaintiffs in at least 100 cases (mostly involving personal injury[image: External link] claims arising from injuries at Trump properties), with settlements ranging as high as the hundreds of thousands of U.S. dollars[1] and recently as high as the tens of millions of dollars.[7]

Among the most well-known Trump legal cases was the Trump University litigation. Three legal actions were brought alleging fraud[image: External link], one by the New York State Attorney General and the others by class action[image: External link] plaintiffs.[8] In November 2016, Trump agreed to pay $25 million to settle the litigation.[7]



TOP
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Trump initially came to public attention in 1973 when he was accused by the Justice Department of violations of the Fair Housing Act[image: External link] in the operation of 39 buildings. The Department of Justice said that black "testers" were sent to more than half a dozen buildings and were denied apartments, but a similar white tester would then be offered an apartment in the same building.[9] The government alleged that Trump's corporation quoted different rental terms and conditions to blacks and made false "no vacancy" statements to blacks for apartments they managed in Brooklyn, Queens, and Staten Island.[10]

Representing Trump, Roy Cohn filed a counter-suit against the government for $100 million, asserting that the charges were irresponsible and baseless.[9][11] A federal judge threw out the countersuit, calling it a waste of "time and paper".[12] Trump settled the charges out of court in 1975 without admitting guilt, saying he was satisfied that the agreement did not "compel the Trump organization to accept persons on welfare as tenants unless as qualified as any other tenant".[13]

Tony Schwartz, the ghostwriter of Trump's book, The Art of the Deal[image: External link], said that the housing case was "a classic example" of Trump being "a counterpuncher". Someone accuses Trump of doing something horrible, and he "goes back at them with all guns blazing.... And admits nothing." If Trump loses, he will "declare victory".[14]

The corporation was required to send a bi-weekly list of vacancies to the New York Urban League, a civil rights group, and give them priority for certain locations.[15] Several years later (in 1978) the Trump Organization again was in court for violating terms of the 1975 settlement; Trump denied the charges.[9][12][16]

In 1985, New York City brought a lawsuit against Donald Trump for allegedly using tactics to force out tenants of 100 Central Park South,[17] which he intended to demolish together with the building next door. After ten years in court, the two sides negotiated a deal allowing the building to stand as condominiums.[18]

In 1988, the Justice Department sued Donald Trump for violating procedures related to public notifications when buying voting stock in a company related to his attempted takeovers of Holiday Corporation and Bally Manufacturing Corporation in 1986. On April 5, 1988, Trump agreed to pay $750,000 to settle the civil penalties of the antitrust lawsuit.[19]

In late 1990, Donald Trump was sued for $2 million by a business analyst for defamation[image: External link], and Trump settled out of court.[20] Briefly before Trump's Taj Mahal opened in April 1990, the analyst had said that the project would fail by the end of that year. Trump threatened to sue the analyst's firm unless the analyst recanted or was fired. The analyst refused to retract the statements, and his firm fired him for ostensibly unrelated reasons.[21] Trump Taj Mahal declared bankruptcy in November 1990, the first of several such bankruptcies.[22] After, the NYSE[image: External link] ordered the firm to compensate the analyst $750,000; the analyst did not release the details of his settlement with Donald Trump.[23]

In 1991, Donald Trump sued the manufacturers of a helicopter that crashed in 1989, killing three executives of his New Jersey hotel casino business.[24] The helicopter fell 2,800 feet after the main four-blade rotor and tail rotor broke off the craft, killing Jonathan Benanav, an executive of Trump Plaza, and two others: Mark Grossinger Etess, president of Trump Taj Mahal, and Stephen F. Hyde, chief executive of the Atlantic City casinos.[25][26][27] One of the defendants was owned by the Italian government, providing a basis for removing[image: External link] it to federal court, where the case was dismissed. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit[image: External link] upheld the dismissal in 1992, and the Supreme Court denied Trump's petition to hear the case[image: External link] in the same year.[28]

Trump Plaza was fined $200,000 in 1991 by the New Jersey Casino Control Commission[image: External link] for moving African American and female employees from craps tables in order to accommodate high roller Robert LiButti, a mob figure and alleged John Gotti[image: External link] associate, who was said to fly into fits of racist rage when he was on losing streaks.[29] There is no indication that Trump was ever questioned in that investigation, he was not held personally liable, and Trump denies even knowing what LiButti looked like.[29]

In 1991, one of Trump's casinos in Atlantic City, New Jersey, was found guilty of circumventing state regulations about casino financing when Donald Trump's father bought $3.5 million in chips that he had no plans to gamble. Trump Castle was forced to pay a $30,000 fine under the settlement, according to New Jersey Division of Gaming Enforcement Director Jack Sweeney. Trump was not disciplined for the illegal advance on his inheritance, which was not confiscated.[30]

1992, Trump sued ex-wife Ivana Trump for not honoring a gag clause in their divorce agreement by disclosing facts about him in her best-selling book, Trump won the gag order.[31][32][33] The divorce was granted on grounds that Ivana claims Donald Trump's treatment of her was "cruel and inhuman treatment".[34][35] Years later, Ivana said that she and Donald "are the best of friends".[36]

In 1993, Donald Trump sued Jay Pritzker[image: External link], a Chicago financier and Trump's business partner since 1979 on the Grand Hyatt hotel. Trump alleged that Pritzker overstated earnings in order to collect excessive management fees.[37] In 1994, Pritzker sued Trump for violating their agreement by, among other ways, failing to remain solvent.[38] The two parties ended the feud in 1995 in a sealed settlement, in which Trump retained some control of the hotel and Pritzker would receive reduced management fees and pay Trump's legal expenses.[39]

Vera Coking[image: External link] sued Trump and his demolition contractor for damage to her home during construction of the Trump Plaza Hotel and Casino. In 1997, she dropped the suit against Trump and settled with his contractor for $90,000.[40] Coking had refused to sell her home to Trump and ultimately won a 1998 Supreme Court decision that prevented Atlantic City from using eminent domain[image: External link] to condemn her property.[41][42]

In April 1997, Jill Harth Houraney filed a $125,000,000 lawsuit against Trump for sexual harassment in 1993, claiming he "'groped' her under her dress and told her he wanted to make her his 'sex slave'". Harth voluntarily withdrew the suit when her husband settled a parallel case. Trump has called the allegations "meritless".[43][44]

In the late 1990s, Donald Trump and rival Atlantic City casino owner Stephen Wynn[image: External link] engaged in an extended legal conflict during the planning phase of new casinos Wynn had proposed to build. Both owners filed lawsuits against one another and other parties, including the State of New Jersey, beginning with Wynn's antitrust accusation against Trump.[45][46] After two years in court, Wynn's Mirage casino sued Trump in 1999 alleging that his company had engaged in a conspiracy to harm Mirage and steal proprietary information, primarily lists of wealthy Korean gamblers. In response, Trump's attorneys claimed that Trump's private investigator dishonored his contract by working as a "double agent" for Stephen Wynn's Mirage casino by secretly taping conversations with Trump. All the cases were settled at the same time on the planned day of an evidentiary hearing in court in February 2000, which was never held.[47]
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In 2000, Donald Trump paid $250,000 to settle fines related to charges brought by New York State Lobbying Commission director David Grandeau. Trump was charged with circumventing state law to spend $150,000 lobbying against government approval of plans to construct an Indian-run casino in the Catskills, which would have diminished casino traffic to Trump's casinos in Atlantic City.[48][49]

From 2000 on, Trump tried to partner with a German venture in building a "Trump Tower Europe" in Germany. The company founded for this, "TD Trump Deutschland[image: External link] AG[image: External link]" was dissolved in 2003, several lawsuits following in the years thereafter.[50]

In 2001, the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] brought a financial-reporting case against Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts Inc., alleging that the company had committed several "misleading statements in the company's third-quarter 1999 earnings release". Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts Inc. consented to the Commission's cease-and-desist order, said the culprit had been dismissed, and that Trump had personally been unaware of the matter.[51][52][53]

Trump sued Leona Helmsley[image: External link],[54] and Helmsley counter-sued Trump[55] due to contentions regarding ownership and operation of the Empire State Building. In 2002, Trump announced that he and his Japanese business partners, were selling the Empire State Building to partners of his rival Leona Helmsley.[56][57]

In 2003, the city of Stuttgart denied TD Trump Deutschland AG[image: External link], a Trump Organization subsidiary, the permission to build a planned tower due to questions over its financing. Trump Deutschland sued the city of Stuttgart, and lost. In 2004 Trump's German corporate partner brought suit against the Trump Organization for failure to pay back a EUR 200 million pre-payment as promised. In 2005, the German state attorney prosecuted Trump Deutschland and its partners for accounting fraud.[58][59][60]

In 2004, Donald Trump sued Richard T. Fields in Broward County Circuit Court (in Florida); Fields was once Trump's business partner in the casino business, but had recently become a successful casino developer in Florida apart from Trump. Fields counter-sued Trump in Florida court. Trump alleged that Fields misled other parties into believing he still consulted for Trump, and Fields alleged improprieties in Trump's business.[61] The two businessmen agreed in 2008 to drop the lawsuits when Fields agreed to buy Trump Marina[image: External link] in Atlantic City, New Jersey, for $316 million,[62] but the deal was unsettled again in 2009 because Trump resigned his leadership of Trump Entertainment[image: External link] after Fields lowered his bid.[63] Fields never bought the company, which went into bankruptcy about the same time and was sold for $38 million.[64][65] Trump's lawsuit was dismissed after a hearing in 2010.[66]

In 2004, the Trump Organization partnered with Bayrock Group[image: External link] on a $200 million hotel and condo project in Fort Lauderdale Beach, to be called Trump International Hotel & Tower. After proceeding for five years, real estate market devaluation stymied the project in 2009 and Trump dissolved his licensing deal, demanding that his name be removed from the building. Soon after this, the project defaulted on a $139 million loan in 2010.[67] Investors later sued the developers for fraud. Trump petitioned to have his name removed from the suit, saying he had only lent his name to the project. However his request was refused since he had participated in advertising for it.[68] The insolvent building project spawned over 10 lawsuits, some of which were still not settled in early 2016.[69]

In 2006, the Town of Palm Beach began fining Trump $250 per day for ordinance violations related to his erection of an 80-foot-tall (24 m) flagpole flying a 15 by 25 feet (4.6 by 7.6 m) American flag[image: External link] on his property. Trump sued the town for $25 million, saying that they abridged his free speech, also disputing an ordinance that local businesses be "town-serving". The two parties settled as part of a court-ordered mediation, in which Trump was required to donate $100,000 to veterans' charities. At the same time, the town ordinance was modified allowing Trump to enroll out-of-town members in his Mar-a-Lago social club.[70]

After the 2008 housing-market collapse, Deutsche Bank[image: External link] attempted to collect $40 million that Donald Trump personally guaranteed against their $640 million loan for Trump International Hotel and Tower in Chicago. Rather than paying the debt, Trump sued Deutsche Bank for $3 billion for undermining the project and damage to his reputation.[71] Deutsche Bank then filed suit to obtain the $40 million. The two parties settled in 2010 with Deutsche Bank extending the loan term by five years.[72]

In 2008, Trump filed a $100 million lawsuit for alleged fraud and civil rights violations[73] against the California city of Rancho Palos Verdes[image: External link], over thwarted luxury home development and expansion plans upon part of a landslide-prone golf course in the area, which was purchased by Trump in 2002 for $27 million.[73] Trump had previously sued a local school district over land leased from them in the re-branded Trump National Golf Club, and had further angered some local residents by renaming a thoroughfare after himself.[73] The $100 million suit was ultimately withdrawn in 2012 with Trump and the city agreeing to modified geological surveys and permit extensions for some 20 proposed luxury homes (in addition to 36 homes previously approved).[74][75] Trump ultimately opted for a permanent conservation easement instead of expanded housing development on the course's driving range.[76]

In 2009, Donald Trump sued a law firm he had used, Morrison Cohen, for $5 million for mentioning his name and providing links to related news articles on its website. This lawsuit followed a lawsuit by Trump alleging overcharging by the law firm, and a countersuit by Morrison Cohen seeking unpaid legal fees.[77] The suit was dismissed in a 15-page ruling by Manhattan Supreme Court Justice Eileen Bransten, who ruled that the links to news articles concerned "matters of public interest."[78]

In 2009, Trump was sued by investors who had made deposits for condos in the canceled Trump Ocean Resort Baja Mexico[image: External link].[79] The investors said that Trump misrepresented his role in the project, stating after its failure that he had been little more than a spokesperson for the entire venture, disavowing any financial responsibility for the debacle.[80] Investors were informed that their investments would not be returned due to the cancellation of construction.[79] In 2013, Trump settled the lawsuit with more than one hundred prospective condo owners for an undisclosed amount.[81]
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 Construction and property law matters




In 2011, Donald Trump sued Scotland[image: External link], alleging that it built the Aberdeen Bay Wind Farm after assuring him it would not be built. He had recently built a golf course there and planned to build an adjacent hotel. Trump lost his suit, with the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom unanimously ruling in favor of the Scottish government[image: External link] in 2015.[82][83]

In 2013, 87-year-old Jacqueline Goldberg alleged that Trump cheated her in a condominium sale by bait-and-switch[image: External link] when she was purchasing properties at the Trump International Hotel and Tower.[84]

In 2015, Trump initiated a $100 million lawsuit against Palm Beach County[image: External link] claiming that officials, in a "deliberate and malicious" act, pressured the FAA[image: External link] to direct air traffic to the Palm Beach International Airport[image: External link] over his Mar-a-Lago estate, because he said the airplanes damaged the building and disrupted its ambiance.[85] Trump had previously sued the county twice over airport noise; the first lawsuit, in 1995, ended with an agreement between Trump and the county; Trump's second lawsuit, in 2010, was dismissed.[85]

Trump is suing the town of Ossining, New York[image: External link], over the property tax valuation on his 147-acre (59 ha) Trump National Golf Club Westchester, located in Briarcliff Manor[image: External link]'s portion of the town, which Trump purchased for around $8 million at a foreclosure sale in the 1990s and to which he claimed, at the club's opening, to have added $45 million in facility improvements.[86] Although Trump stated in his 2015 FEC filing that the property was worth at least $50 million, his lawsuit seeks a $1.4 million valuation on the property, which includes a 75,000-square-foot clubhouse, five overnight suites, and permission to build 71 condominium units,[86] in an effort to shave $424,176 from his annual local property tax obligations.[87] Trump filed the action after separately being sued by Briarcliff Manor for "intentional and illegal modifications" to a drainage system that caused more than $238,000 in damage to the village's library, public pool, and park facilities during a 2011 storm.[87]

In October 2016, the Ontario Court of Appeal[image: External link] ruled that Trump, together with two principals of a connected developer, could be sued for various claims, including oppression[image: External link], collusion[image: External link] and breach of fiduciary duties[image: External link], in relation to his role in the marketing of units in the Trump International Hotel and Tower in Toronto[image: External link], Canada.[88] A subsequent application for leave to appeal was dismissed by the Supreme Court of Canada[image: External link] in March 2017.[89] Also in October 2016, JCF Capital ULC (a private firm that had bought the construction loan on the building) announced that it was seeking court approval under the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act[image: External link] to have the building sold in order to recoup its debt, which then totaled $301 million.[90] The court allowed for its auction[91] which took place in March 2017, but no bidders, apart from one stalking horse offer[image: External link], took part.[92]
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 Defamation matters




Also in 2011, an appellate court[image: External link] upheld a New Jersey Superior Court[image: External link] judge's decision dismissing Trump's $5 billion defamation lawsuit against author Timothy L. O'Brien[image: External link], who had reported in his book, TrumpNation: The Art of Being the Donald[image: External link] (2005), that Trump's true net worth was really between $150 and $250 million. Trump had reportedly told O'Brien he was worth billions and, in 2005, had publicly stated such.[93] Trump said that the author's alleged underestimation of his net worth was motivated by malice and had cost him business deals and damage to his reputation.[94] The appellate court, however, ruled against Trump, citing the consistency of O'Brien's three confidential sources.[95]

In 2014, the former Miss Pennsylvania[image: External link] Sheena Monnin[image: External link] ultimately settled a $5 million arbitration judgment against her, having been sued by Trump after alleging that the Miss USA 2012[image: External link] pageant results were rigged. Monnin wrote on her Facebook[image: External link] page that another contestant told her during a rehearsal that she had seen a list of the top five finalists, and when those names were called in their precise order, Monnin realized the pageant election process was suspect, compelling Monnin to resign her Miss Pennsylvania title. The Trump Organization's lawyer said that Monnin's allegations had cost the pageant a lucrative British Petroleum[image: External link] sponsorship deal and threatened to discourage women from entering Miss USA contests in the future.[96] According to Monnin, testimony from the Miss Universe Organization[image: External link] and Ernst & Young[image: External link] revealed that the top 15 finalists were selected by pageant directors regardless of preliminary judges' scores.[97] As part of the settlement, Monnin was not required to retract her original statements.[96]

On December 21, 2016, Trump sued author Jacob M. Appel[image: External link] over his depiction in the novel, The Mask of Sanity.[98]

On January 17, 2017, Summer Zervos[image: External link], represented by attorney Gloria Allred[image: External link], filed a defamation suit against President-Elect Donald Trump for claiming that she had lied in her public sexual assault allegations against him.[99]
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 Trump University litigation




Main article: Trump University § Allegations of impropriety and lawsuits[image: External link]


In 2013, in a lawsuit filed by New York Attorney General[image: External link] Eric Schneiderman[image: External link], Trump was accused of defrauding more than 5,000 people of $40 million for the opportunity to learn Trump's real estate investment techniques in a for-profit training program, Trump University, which operated from 2005 to 2011.[100][101][102] Trump ultimately stopped using the term "University" following a 2010 order from New York regulators, who called Trump's use of the word "misleading and even illegal"; the state had previously warned Trump in 2005 to drop the term or not offer seminars in New York.[103][104][105] Although Trump has claimed a 98% approval rating on course evaluations, former students recounted high-pressure tactics from instructors seeking the highest possible ratings, including threats of withholding graduation certificates,[106] and more than 2,000 students had sought and received course refunds before the end of their paid seminars.[106]

In a separate class action civil suit against Trump University in mid-February 2014, a San Diego federal judge allowed claimants in California, Florida, and New York to proceed;[107] a Trump counterclaim, alleging that the state Attorney General's investigation was accompanied by a campaign donation shakedown, was investigated by a New York ethics board and dismissed in August 2015.[108] Trump filed a $1 million defamation suit against former Trump University student Tarla Makaeff, who had spent about $37,000 on seminars, after she joined the class action lawsuit and publicized her classroom experiences on social media.[80] Trump University was later ordered by a U.S. District Judge in April 2015 to pay Makaeff and her lawyers $798,774.24 in legal fees and costs.[80][109]
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In 2013 Trump sued comedian Bill Maher[image: External link] for $5 million for breach of contract.[110] Maher had appeared on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno[image: External link] and had offered to pay $5 million to a charity if Trump produced his birth certificate[image: External link] to prove that Trump's mother had not mated with an orangutan[image: External link]. This was said by Maher in response to Trump having previously challenged Obama to produce his birth certificate, and offering $5 million payable to a charity of Obama's choice, if Obama produced his college applications, transcripts, and passport[image: External link] records.[111][112] Trump produced his birth certificate and filed a lawsuit after Maher was not forthcoming, claiming that Maher's $5 million offer was legally binding. "I don't think he was joking," Trump said. "He said it with venom."[111] Trump withdrew his lawsuit against the comedian after eight weeks.[113]

In 2014, model Alexia Palmer filed a civil suit against Trump Model Management for promising a $75,000 annual salary but paying only $3,380.75 for three years' work. Palmer, who came to the US at age 17 from Jamaica under the H-1B[image: External link] visa program in 2011,[114] claimed to be owed more than $200,000. Palmer contended that Trump Model Management charged, in addition to a management fee, "obscure expenses" from postage to limousine rides that consumed the remainder of her compensation. Palmer alleged that Trump Model Management promised to withhold only 20% of her net pay as agency expenses, but after charging her for those "obscure expenses", ended up taking 80%.[115] Trump attorney Alan Garten claimed the lawsuit is "bogus and completely frivolous".[116][117] Palmer filed a class-action lawsuit against the modeling agency with similar allegations.[118] The case was dismissed from U.S. federal court[image: External link] in March 2016, in part because Palmer's immigration status, via H1-B visa sponsored by Trump, required labor complaints to be filed through a separate process.[115][119]

In 2015, Trump sued Univision[image: External link], demanding $500 million for breach of contract[image: External link] and defamation when they dropped their planned broadcast of the Miss USA pageant. The network said that the decision was made because of Trump's "insulting remarks about Mexican immigrants".[120] Trump settled the lawsuit with Univision CEO Randy Falco[image: External link] out of court.[121]

In July 2015, Trump filed a $10 million lawsuit in D.C. Superior Court[image: External link] for breach of contract against Spanish celebrity chef[image: External link] José Andrés[image: External link], claiming that he backed out of a deal to open the flagship restaurant at Trump International Hotel in Washington, D.C.[122][123] Andrés replied that Trump's lawsuit was "both unsurprising and without merit"[124] and filed an $8 million counterclaim[image: External link] against a Trump Organization subsidiary.[123][125]

Also in July 2015, Chef Geoffrey Zakarian[image: External link] also withdrew from the Washington, D.C., project with Andrés in the wake of Trump's comments on Mexican illegal immigrants, and is expected to lose his own $500,000 restaurant lease deposit as a result.[124] Trump denounced and then sued Zakarian in August 2015 for a sum "in excess of $10 million" for lost rent and other damages.[126] Trump's lawsuit called Zakarian's offense at his remarks "curious in light of the fact that Mr. Trump's publicly shared views on immigration have remained consistent for many years, and Mr. Trump's willingness to frankly share his opinions is widely known".[126][127]

Disputes with both chefs were eventually settled in April 2017.[128]

In 2015, restaurant workers at Trump SoHo filed a lawsuit that from 2009 to at least the time of the filing, gratuities added to customers' checks were illegally withheld from employees. The Trump Organization has responded that the dispute is between the employees and their employer, a third-party contractor. Donald Trump has been scheduled to testify in court on September 1, 2016.[129][130]
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 Assault claims




In September 2015, five men who had demonstrated outside of a Trump presidential campaign event at Trump Tower in New York City sued Donald Trump, alleging that Trump's security staff punched one of them. They also allege that Trump's security guards had been advised by city police that they were permitted to protest there. Several people videotaped the incident.[131][132]

In June 2015, the Culinary Workers Union[image: External link] filed charges with the National Labor Relations Board[image: External link] (NLRB), alleging that the owners of Trump Hotel Las Vegas hotel "violated the federally protected rights of workers to participate in union activities" and engaged in "incidents of alleged physical assault, verbal abuse, intimidation, and threats by management".[133] In October 2015, the Trump Ruffin Commercial and Trump Ruffin Tower I, the owners of Trump Hotel Las Vegas, sued the Culinary Workers Union and another union, alleging that they had knowingly distributed flyers that falsely stated that Donald Trump had stayed at a rival unionized hotel, rather than his own non-unionized hotel, during a trip to Las Vegas.[5][133]
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 Poll watching controversy




On October 31, 2016, a New Jersey federal judge, John Michael Vazquez[image: External link], ordered the Republican National Committee (RNC) to hand over all communications with the Trump campaign related to poll watching and voter fraud. He asked for testimony and documents relating to Kellyanne Conway, RNC officials Ronna Romney McDaniel of Michigan, and Rob Gleason from Pennsylvania.[134] It is claimed Gleason, McDaniel, and Roger Stone recruited poll watchers to check for voter fraud. The state Democratic parties of Nevada, Pennsylvania, Arizona, and Ohio filed lawsuits against Trump for encouraging illegal voter intimidation. The states' Democratic parties are also suing their respective Republican party counterparts, along with Roger Stone, who is allegedly recruiting poll watchers and organizing ballot security" efforts in a number of states. Stone runs the group "Stop the Steal." It claims Trump supporters yelled at voters outside Las Vegas are polling places when they said they weren't voting for the Republican nominee, and that Stone is asking supporters to conduct an illegitimate "exit polling" initiative aimed at intimidating voters of color.

Pat McDonald, the director of Cuyahoga County[image: External link] Board of Elections in Ohio, reported that "Trump supporters have already visited the county elections board identifying themselves as poll observers, even though they did not appear to be credentialed as poll observers as required under Ohio law." Election officials have expressed concern about "instability on Election Day," one lawsuit claims, and discussed the possibility of bringing police to polling sites to address conflicts. In Clark County of Nevada, a lawsuit claims: "A Trump supporter harassed and intimidated multiple voters outside of the Albertson's supermarket early voting location on Lake Mead Boulevard, repeatedly asking voters for whom they were voting, and then yelling at them belligerently and attempting to keep them from entering the voting location when they stated they were not voting for Donald Trump." When poll staffers told the Trump supporters to stop harassing voters, "the Trump supporter told poll workers that he had 'a right to say anything he wanted to the voters.'" Poll staffers called police, and the Trump supporter left. The lawsuit also claims similar incidents took place in neighboring Nye County[image: External link] as well. In Pennsylvania, Murrysville City Councilman Josh Lorenz supposedly posted instructions for the way Clinton supporters could vote online, even though there is no online voting in Pennsylvania. Eight registered electors, mostly from the Philadelphia area, challenged the portion of the state Election Code that prevents poll watchers from observing elections outside of the counties where they live.[135][136][137]

On November 8, 2016, police in Jupiter, Florida say a Donald Trump supporter pepper sprayed a Hillary Clinton supporter at the polls. The Clinton supporter claims she was pepper sprayed after being knocked to the ground. The Trump supporter faces charges of assault and battery.[138] In Pompano Beach, Florida, police asked two poll watchers to leave a polling site. Two precinct clerks were also fired for not adhering to policy and training. No arrests were made. No other incidents were reported in South Florida.[139][140]
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 Nevada early voting Latino turnout controversy




On November 8, 2016, Trump filed a lawsuit claiming early voting[image: External link] polling places in Clark County, Nevada[image: External link], were kept open too late. These precincts had high turnout of Latino voters. Nevada state[image: External link] law explicitly states that polls are to stay open to accommodate eligible voters in line at closing time. Hillary Clinton campaign advisor Neera Tanden[image: External link] says the Trump campaign is trying to suppress Latino voter turnout. A political analyst from Nevada, Jon Ralston[image: External link] tweeted that the Trump lawsuit is "insane" in a state that clearly allows the polls to remains open until everyone in line has voted. Former Nevada Secretary of State[image: External link] Ross Miller[image: External link], posted the statute that states "voting must continue until those voters have voted". Miller said: "If there are people in line waiting to vote at 7 pm, voting must continue until everyone votes.... We still live in America, right?"[141]

A Nevada judge denied Trump's request to separate early voting ballots. Judge Gloria Sturman, of the District Court for Clark County Nevada[image: External link], ruled that County Registrar of Voters Joe P. Gloria was already obligated by state law to maintain the records that the Trump campaign is seeking. Sturman said: "That is offensive to me because it seems to go against the very principle that a vote is secret."[142][143] Diana Orrock, the Republican National Committeewoman for Nevada and a vocal Trump ally, said she was unaware of the lawsuit before Politico contacted her. "I know that the [Clark County] registrar was on TV this morning saying that anybody who's in line was allowed to participate in the voting process until all of them came through," she said. "If that's what they did, I don't have a problem with that ... I don't know that filing a suit's going to accomplish anything." Orrock doubts the lawsuit will have any impact.[144]
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 Lawsuit for inciting violence at March 2016 campaign rally




During a campaign rally on March 1, 2016 in Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link], Trump repeatedly said “get 'em out of here” while pointing at anti-Trump protesters as they were forcibly escorted out by his supporters. Three protesters say they were repeatedly shoved and punched while Trump pointed at them from the podium, citing widely-shared video evidence of the events. They also cited previous statements by Trump about paying the legal bills of supporters who got violent, or suggesting a demonstrator deserved to be "roughed up.".[145][146][147][148]

The lawsuit accuses Donald Trump of inciting violence against protesters in Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]. The plaintiffs are Kashiya Nwanguma (21), Molly Shah (36) and Henry Brousseau (17). The suit is against Trump, his campaign, and three Trump supporters (Matthew Heimbach, Alvin Bamberger and an unnamed defendant). One defendant, Bamburger, who was wearing a Veteran's uniform in the video, apologized to the Korean War Veterans Association immediately after the event, writing that he "physically pushed a young woman down the aisle toward the exit" after "Trump kept saying 'get them out, get them out."[145]

Trump's attorneys requested to get the case dismissed, arguing he was protected by free speech laws, and wasn't trying to get his supporters to resort to violence.[147][149] They also stated that Trump had no duty to the protesters, and they had assumed the personal risk of injury by deciding to protest at the rally.[145]

On Friday, April 1, 2017, Judge David J. Hale[image: External link] in Louisville ruled against the dismissal of a lawsuit, stating there was ample evidence to support that the injuries of the protesters were a “direct and proximate result” of Trump's words and actions. Hale wrote, “It is plausible that Trump’s direction to ‘get ‘em out of here’ advocated the use of force,” and, "It was an order, an instruction, a command." Hale wrote that the Supreme Court has ruled out some protections for free speech when used to incite violence. [150]

Defendant Heimbach requested to dismiss the discussion in the lawsuit about his association with a white nationalist group, and also requested to dismiss discussion of statements he made about how a President Trump would advance the interests of the group. The request was declined, with the judge saying the information could be important for determining punitive damages because they add context.[145]

Hale also declined to remove the allegation that Plaintiff Nwanguma, who is African-American, was victim to ethnic, racial and sexist slurs at the rally from the crowd. The judge stated that this context may support claims by the plaintiffs' of incitement and negligence by Trump and the Trump campaign. The judge wrote, "While the words themselves are repulsive, they are relevant to show the atmosphere in which the alleged events occurred."[145]

The judge stated that all people have a duty to use care to prevent foreseeable injury. "In sum, the Court finds that Plaintiffs have adequately alleged that their harm was foreseeable and that the Trump Defendants had a duty to prevent it." The case was referred a federal magistrate, Judge H. Brent Brennenstuhl, who will handle preliminary litigation, discovery and settlement efforts.[151]

Heimbach's filed a separate counterclaim in April 2017, arguing that Trump was "responsible for any injuries" he [Heimbach] "might have inflicted because Mr. Trump directed him and others to take action". Heimbach, "a self-employed landscaper", and a member of the Traditionalist Youth Network[image: External link], "which advocates separate American 'ethno states', "spends much of his time" online writing "against Jews, gays and immigrants and urging whites to stand up for their race." He wrote his own lawsuit which requested that Trump pay Heimbach's "legal fees, citing a promise Mr. Trump made at an earlier rally to pay legal costs of anyone who removed protesters."[152] Heimbach's "counterclaim" against Trump has "probed the limits of free speech and public protest while confronting the courts with a unique legal argument".[152] On May 5, Trump’s lawyers submitted legal filings that argue that Heimbach’s "indemnity claim should be dismissed on the same grounds". According to a University of Virginia law professor, Leslie Kendrick, this indemnity or "impleader" case is "highly unusual."[152] New York University's Samuel Issacharoff, a professor of constitutional law, argued that care must be taken to not allow speech, in the "context of a political rally" to be "turned into something that is legally sanctionable."[152]
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 Allegations of business links to organized crime




Journalists David Cay Johnston[image: External link] and Wayne Barrett[image: External link], the latter of whom wrote an unauthorized 1992 Trump biography, have claimed that Trump and his companies did business with New York and Philadelphia families linked to the Italian-American Mafia[image: External link].[153][154] A reporter for The Washington Post writes, "he was never accused of illegality, and observers of the time say that working with the mob-related figures and politicos came with the territory."[155]

Trump helped a financier for the Scarfo family[image: External link] get a casino license, and constructed a casino using firms controlled by Nicodemo Scarfo.[156] Trump also bought real estate from Philadelphia crime family member Salvatore Testa[image: External link], and bought concrete from companies associated with the Genovese crime family[image: External link] and the Gambino crime family[image: External link].[153][154][155] Trump Plaza paid a $450,000 fine leveled by the Casino Gaming Commission for giving $1.6 million in rare automobiles to Robert LiButti, the acquaintance of John Gotti[image: External link] already mentioned.[29]

Starting in 2003, the Trump Organization worked with Felix Sater[image: External link], who had a 1998 racketeering conviction for a $40 million Mafia-linked stock fraud scheme, and who had then become an informant against the mafia.[157] Trump's attorney has said that Sater worked with Trump scouting real estate opportunities, but was never formally employed.[158]
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 Use of bankruptcy laws




Trump has never filed for personal bankruptcy, but hotel and casino businesses of his have been declared bankrupt four times between 1991 and 2009 to re-negotiate debt with banks and owners of stock and bonds.[159][160] Because the businesses used Chapter 11 bankruptcy, they were allowed to operate while negotiations proceeded. Trump was quoted by Newsweek in 2011 saying, "I do play with the bankruptcy laws – they're very good for me" as a tool for trimming debt.[77][161]

According to a report by Forbes[image: External link] in 2011, the four bankruptcies were the result of over-leveraged hotel and casino businesses in Atlantic City: Trump's Taj Mahal (1991), Trump Plaza Hotel (1992), Trump Hotels and Casino Resorts (2004), and Trump Entertainment Resorts (2009).[162][163] Trump said "I've used the laws of this country to pare debt.... We'll have the company. We'll throw it into a chapter. We'll negotiate with the banks. We'll make a fantastic deal. You know, it's like on The Apprentice. It's not personal. It's just business."[164] He indicated that many "great entrepreneurs" do the same.[162]
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 1991




In 1991, Trump Taj Mahal was unable to service its debt and filed Chapter 11 bankruptcy.[164] Forbes indicated that this first bankruptcy was the only one where Trump's personal financial resources were involved. Time, however, maintains that $72 million of his personal money was also involved in a later 2004 bankruptcy.[165]
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 1992




On November 2, 1992, the Trump Plaza Hotel filed Chapter 11 bankruptcy, and Trump lost his 49 percent stake in the luxury hotel to Citibank[image: External link] and five other lenders.[166] In return Trump received more favorable terms on the remaining $550+ million owed to the lenders, and retain his position as chief executive, though he would not be paid and would not have a role in day-to-day operations.[167]
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 1994




By 1994, Trump had eliminated a large portion of his $900 million personal debt through sales of his Trump Taj Mahal and Trump Plaza assets,[168] and significantly reduced his nearly $3.5 billion in business debt. Although he lost the Trump Princess yacht and the Trump Shuttle[image: External link] (which he had bought in 1989), he did retain Trump Tower in New York City and control of three casinos in Atlantic City, including Trump's Castle[image: External link]. Trump sold his ownership of West Side Yards[image: External link] (now Riverside South, Manhattan) to Chinese[image: External link] developers including Hong Kong's New World Development[image: External link], receiving a premium price in exchange for the use and display of the name "Trump" on the buildings.[169]
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 2004




Donald Trump's third corporate bankruptcy was on October 21, 2004, involving Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts, the publicly-traded holding company for his three Atlantic City casinos and some others.[170] Trump lost over half of his 56% ownership and gave bondholders stock in exchange for surrendering part of the debt. No longer CEO, Trump retained a role as chairman of the board. In May 2005[171] the company emerged from bankruptcy as Trump Entertainment Resorts Holdings.[172] In his 2007 book, Think BIG and Kick Ass in Business and Life, Trump wrote: "I figured it was the bank's problem, not mine. What the hell did I care? I actually told one bank, 'I told you you shouldn't have loaned me that money. I told you the goddamn deal was no good.'"[173]
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 2009




Trump's fourth corporate bankruptcy occurred in 2009, when Trump and his daughter Ivanka resigned from the board of Trump Entertainment Resorts; four days later the company, which owed investors $1.74 billion against its $2.06 billion of assets, filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy. At that time, Trump Entertainment Resorts had three properties in Atlantic City: Trump Taj Mahal, Trump Plaza Hotel and Casino (closed in 2014), and Trump Marina[image: External link] (formerly Trump's Castle, sold in 2011). Trump and some investors bought the company back that same year for $225 million. As part of the agreement, Trump withdrew a $100 million lawsuit he had filed against the casino's owners alleging damage to the Trump brand. Trump re-negotiated the debt, reducing by over $1 billion the repayments required to bondholders.[174][175]

In 2014, Trump sued his former company to remove his name from the buildings since he no longer ran the company, having no more than a 10% stake; he lost the suit.[176] Trump Entertainment Resorts filed again for bankruptcy in 2014[177] and was purchased by billionaire philanthropist Carl Icahn in 2016, who acquired Trump Taj Mahal in the deal.[178]
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 Campaign contributions




According to a New York state report, Trump circumvented corporate and personal campaign donation limits in the 1980s – although he did not break any laws – by donating money to candidates from 18 different business subsidiaries, rather than giving primarily in his own name.[155][179] Trump told investigators he did so on the advice of his lawyers. He also said the contributions were not to curry favor with business-friendly candidates, but simply to satisfy requests from friends.[155][180]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Donald J. Trump Foundation




During the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], media began reporting in detail on how the Donald J. Trump Foundation was funded and how Donald Trump used its funds. The Washington Post in particular reported several cases of possible mis-use, self-dealing and possible tax evasion. [18][image: External link] [19][image: External link] [20][image: External link]

Regarding the various irregularities in the Trump Foundation, former head of the Internal Revenue Service's[image: External link] Office of Exempt Organizations Division Marc Owens told The Washington Post: "This is so bizarre, this laundry list of issues.... It's the first time I've ever seen this, and I've been doing this for 25 years in the IRS, and 40 years total. [21][image: External link] When interviewed for the Post's article, Trump spokesperson Boris Epshtein said that Trump did not knowingly violate any tax laws. [18][image: External link]

The office of New York State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman[image: External link] investigated the foundation "to make sure it's complying with the laws governing charities in New York." [22][image: External link]
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 Controversy over tax returns




In October 2016, The New York Times published some tax documents from 1995. These documents indicate that Trump might have evaded paying taxes[image: External link] on as much as 916 million dollars in income[image: External link] at one time. Trump likely gave some of his creditors shares of his failing businesses to avoid taxes on hundreds of millions of dollars he was given in debt relief, which is illegal. Legal scholar Edward Kleinbard of the University of Southern California[image: External link] believes Trump forged tax documents. Trump claimed on his tax returns[image: External link] that he lost money, but did not recognize it in the form of canceled debts. He likely avoided paying 425 million dollars in taxes, says Steven M. Rosenthal, an attorney at the Tax Policy Center[image: External link]. Rosenthal claims he "borrowed other people's money and spent it in spectacular fashion." Trump might have performed a stock-for-debt swap[image: External link]. This would have allowed Trump to avoid paying income taxes[image: External link] for at least 18 years. An audit[image: External link] of Trump's tax returns for 2002 through 2008 was "closed administratively by agreement with the I.R.S.[image: External link] without assessment or payment, on a net basis, of any deficiency." Tax attorneys believe the government may have reduced what Trump was able to claim as a loss without requiring him to pay any additional taxes.[181][182] It is unknown whether the I.R.S. challenged Trump's use of the swaps because he has not released his tax returns. Trump's lawyers advised against Trump refusing to release his tax returns because they believe that it is suspicious.[183]

Marc Kasowitz[image: External link], name partner of the Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Friedman[image: External link] firm, wrote a letter threatening The New York Times over publication of the 1995 documents[image: External link]. Kasowitz's action drew attention to the fact that the biglaw[image: External link] firm had done extensive legal work for Donald Trump and his businesses since at least 2001 including also bankrupt casino restructuring.[184] In early 2017, firm member and former Connecticut Senator Joe Lieberman introduced Pres.-elect Trump's nominee for Secretary of Education[image: External link] Betsy DeVos to the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pension committee[image: External link].[185]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
  Destruction of documents




In June 2016, a USA Today article reported that Donald Trump and his companies have been deleting emails[image: External link] and other documents on a large scale,[186] including evidence in lawsuits, sometimes in defiance of court orders[image: External link] and under subpoena[image: External link] since as early as 1973.[187][188][189] In October 2016, Kurt Eichenwald[image: External link] published new research findings in Newsweek[image: External link]. The findings were first published by Paul Singer[190] on June 13, 2016[191] and gained larger attention[192][193] after a new report in Newsweek[image: External link] on October 31, 2016. According to Newsweek, Trump and his companies "hid or destroyed thousands of documents" involving several court cases from as early as 1973.


"Over the course of decades, Donald Trump's companies have systematically destroyed or hidden thousands of emails, digital records and paper documents demanded in official proceedings, often in defiance of court orders.... In each instance, Trump and entities he controlled also erected numerous hurdles that made lawsuits drag on for years, forcing courtroom opponents to spend huge sums of money in legal fees as they struggled—sometimes in vain—to obtain records."

— Kurt Eichenwald[image: External link], Donald Trump's Companies Destroyed Emails in Defiance of Court Orders[image: External link] Newsweek, October 31, 2016



In 1973 Trump, his father and their company were in court for civil charges for refusing to rent apartments to African Americans[image: External link]. After their lawyers had delayed court requests for documents for several months, Trump, then being under subpoena[image: External link], said his company had destroyed corporate records of the past six months "for saving space". In a court case beginning in 2005 against Power Plant[image: External link] Entertainment, LLC, an affiliate of real estate developer Cordish Cos.[image: External link], it was revealed that Trump's companies had deleted the data requested by court.[194] Cordish Cos. had built two American Indian[image: External link][195] casinos in Florida[image: External link] under the Hard Rock[image: External link] brand and Donald Trump accused them of cheating him out of that deal. Nonetheless, Trump's lawyers had refused to instruct workers to keep all records related to the case during litigation.[187] Trump had established a procedure to delete all data from their employees' computers every year at least since 2003,[192] despite knowing at least since 2001 that he might want to file a lawsuit. Even after the lawsuit was filed, Trump Hotels[image: External link] disposed of a computer of a key witness[image: External link] without having made a backup of the data. A former general counsel of the Trump casino[image: External link] unit confirmed that all data was deleted from nearly all companies' computers annually. Trump and his lawyers claimed they were not keeping records and digital data although it was revealed that Trump had launched his own high-speed internet[image: External link] provider in 1998 and an IBM Domino[image: External link] server had been installed for emails and digital files in 1999.[187][193]
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Protests against Donald Trump, or anti-Trump protests, have occurred both in the United States and elsewhere since Donald Trump's entry into the 2016 presidential campaign. Protests have expressed opposition to Trump's campaign rhetoric, his electoral win, his inauguration[image: External link] and various presidential actions. Some protests have taken the form of walk-outs, business closures, petitions and, especially since Trump's inauguration, rallies, demonstrations or marches. While most protests have been peaceful,[11] some protesters have rioted[image: External link], destroyed property, and attacked Trump supporters.[12][13][14]

Organized protests against Trump in the United States peaked shortly after his inauguration when millions protested on January 21, 2017, during the Women's March, making it the largest single-day protest in the history of the United States.[15]
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Further information: Timeline of protests against Donald Trump § Protests during Trump's campaign[image: External link]


A number of protests against Donald Trump's candidacy and political positions occurred during his presidential campaign, essentially at political rallies[image: External link].
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During his presidential campaign, activists organized demonstrations inside Trump's rallies, sometimes with calls to shut the rallies down;[16][17][18] protesters began to attend his rallies displaying signs and disrupting proceedings.[19][20]

There were occasional incidents of verbal abuse or physical violence, either against protesters or against Trump supporters. While most of the incidents amounted to simple heckling against the candidate, a few people had to be stopped by Secret Service[image: External link] agents. Large-scale disruption forced Trump to cancel a rally in Chicago on March 11, 2016, out of safety concerns.[17] On June 18, 2016, an attempt was made to assassinate Trump.[21] Michael Steven Sanford, a British national, was sentenced to one year in prison after he reached for a police officer's gun. He reportedly told a federal agent that he drove from California to Las Vegas with a plan to kill Trump.[22]

The protesters sometimes attempted to enter the venue or engage in activities outside the venue. Interactions with supporters of the candidate may occur before, during or after the event.[23] At times, protesters attempted to rush the stage at Trump's rallies.[24] At times, anti-Trump protesters have turned violent and attacked Trump supporters and vice versa;[25] this violence has received bipartisan[image: External link] condemnation.[26] MoveOn.org[image: External link], People for Bernie, the Muslim Students' Association[image: External link], Assata's Daughters[image: External link], the Black Student Union, Fearless Undocumented Alliance and Black Lives Matter[image: External link] were among the organizations who sponsored or promoted the protests at the March 11 Chicago Trump rally.[16][27][28][29]

There were reports of verbal and physical confrontations between Trump supporters and protesters at Trump's campaign events.[30][31]
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 Misinformation




The fact checking[image: External link] website PolitiFact.com, rated a separate story titled "Donald Trump Protester Speaks Out: 'I Was Paid $3,500 To Protest Trump's Rally'" as "100 percent fabricated, as its author acknowledges."[32] Paul Horner[image: External link], a writer for a fake news website[image: External link], took credit for the article, and said he posted the deceitful ad himself.[33]
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During the campaign, Trump was accused by some of creating aggressive undertones at his rallies.[34] Trump's Republican rivals blamed him for fostering a climate of violence, and escalating tension during events.[35] Initially, Trump did not condemn the acts of violence that occurred at many of his rallies, and indeed encouraged them in some cases.[36][37]

In November 2015, Trump said of a protester in Birmingham, Alabama[image: External link], "Maybe he should have been roughed up, because it was absolutely disgusting what he was doing."[38] In December, the campaign urged attendees not to harm protesters, but rather to alert law enforcement officers of them by holding signs above their head and yelling, "Trump! Trump! Trump!"[39] Trump has been criticized for additional instances of fomenting an atmosphere conducive to violence through many of his comments. For example, Trump told a crowd in Cedar Rapids, Iowa[image: External link] that he would pay their legal fees if they engaged a protester.[40]

On February 23, 2016, when a protester was ejected from a rally in Las Vegas[image: External link], Trump stated, "I love the old days—you know what they used to do to guys like that when they were in a place like this? They'd be carried out on a stretcher, folks." He added, "I'd like to punch him in the face."[41][42][43]
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Fairly early in the campaign the United States Secret Service[image: External link] assumed primary responsibility for Trump's security. They were augmented by state and local law enforcement as needed. When a venue was rented by the campaign, the rally was a private event and the campaign might grant or deny entry to it with no reason given; the only stipulation was that exclusion solely on the basis of race was forbidden. Those who entered or remained inside such a venue without permission were technically guilty of or liable for trespass[image: External link].[44] Attendees or the press could be assigned or restricted to particular areas in the venue.[45]

In March 2016, Politico reported that the Trump campaign hired plainclothes private security guards to preemptively remove potential protesters from rallies.[46] That same month, a group calling itself the "Lion Guard[image: External link]" was formed to offer "additional security" at Trump rallies. The group was quickly condemned by mainstream political activists as a paramilitary fringe organization.[47]
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Following Trump's election to the presidency, students and activists organized larger protests in several major cities across the United States, including New York, Boston, Chicago, Portland and Oakland. Tens of thousands of protesters participated,[48][49][50] with many chanting "Not my president!" to express their opposition to Trump's victory in the Electoral College (He lost the popular vote by a margin of 2.1 percent).[51] Protests were also held in Canada, United Kingdom, France[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], Philippines, Australia and Israel[image: External link] with some continuing for several days, and more protests planned for the following weeks and months.[52][53][54]

Protesters have held up a number of different signs and chanted various shouts including "Not my president" and "We don't accept the president-elect".[54][55] The movement organized on Twitter under the hashtags #Anti-Trump and #NotMyPresident.[56][57] Protesters after the election decided to demonstrate to show support for minorities, immigrants and other marginalized people in the United States.[58] Protesting also helped put a spotlight on the issues that were important to the demonstrators.[58] Some protesters had been part of other movements, such as Occupy[image: External link], Black Lives Matter[image: External link] and Moral Mondays[image: External link], but many people protesting Trump were new to demonstrating.[58]

After he won the election, the security around Trump and his family became noticeably more stringent. Sources reported that there were concerns about the ability to secure Trump's Manhattan residence due to its location and the large number of people who live there as well as the number of people coming and going. Restrictions on private and commercial air traffic were imposed on airspace over Manhattan and other parts of the city until Inauguration Day.[59]
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 International reactions





	
  China[image: External link] – On November 14, 2016, the Chinese Consulate in San Francisco warned "Chinese exchange students, visiting students, teachers and volunteers" to avoid participating in the protests.[60]


	
  Turkey[image: External link] – The Government of Turkey[image: External link] warned its citizens who may be traveling to the United States to "be careful due to protests" and that occasionally "the protests turn violent and criminal while protesters [are] detained by security forces" while also stating that "racists and xenophobic incidents increased in USA [sic]".[61]
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Protesters demonstrating after Trump's inauguration have sought to "bring unprecedented disruption to his life as president", with protests following where Trump travels.[62] Protesters have sought to interrupt "people's business as usual" in order to force others to think about the impact of Trump's policies on the country, according to activist, Cat Brooks in San Francisco[image: External link].[63] A sociology[image: External link] professor at University of California, Irvine[image: External link], David Meyer, said that while it's not unusual to have protests after a new president, "What is unusual is the vigor, speed, size, and number of issues that they are challenging Trump on. To have a sustained [protest], every weekend, every couple of days, and it's a different issue--I've never seen anything like this before."[64] Michael Heaney, an author and University of Michigan[image: External link] professor, said in February 2017, that the protests were not anywhere near the saturation rate and added, "If anything, it's just getting started."[65] The "first protest in space" was taken as a demonstration against Trump by the Autonomous Space Agency Network (ASAN) on April 12, 2017.[66]

Some protests have been "highly coordinated" by grassroots organizers, like the resistance campaign that has been growing in California[image: External link].[63] Many of the protests have not only occurred in large, mainly Democratic-leaning cities, but have also taken place in smaller cities across the country.[67] In some of these cities, like Mason City, Iowa[image: External link], a majority voted for Trump.[67] Protests have also occurred worldwide, with international citizens objecting to the Trump administration.[68] Many of the protests have been organized via social media.[69] Many protesters have been calling the anti-Trump movement "the resistance[image: External link]."[69] Women are leading many of the organization and volunteer efforts.[70] In addition, many participants have been first-time protesters.[65][71] The movement continued to have momentum into the first week of March, 2017. Protesters have become involved with organizing groups at a local level, such as Indivisible[image: External link] and SwingLeft.[72] For many, their involvement in protest has become a part of their lives.[73]

Protesters have expressed concerns about potential loss of rights for Muslims affected by Executive Order 13796, or the travel ban, and for a loss of rights for LGBT[image: External link] people.[68] Other protesters have been against the proposed border wall between the United States and Mexico.[74] Musicians such as Katy Perry[image: External link], Rihanna[image: External link], Bruce Springsteen[image: External link], Joan Baez[image: External link] and Tom Morello[image: External link], have voiced support for the protests.[75] Reasons for people protesting are diverse and many protesters care about multiple issues.[73] However the number of people protesting against only Trump has diminished over time as many people are turning their attention to Congressional members.[76]

Protests are taking place at town hall meetings[image: External link], where constituents are urging their senators and representatives to oppose some of the policies of the Trump Administration or to investigate possible Trump ties to Russia.[77] Some GOP politicians have welcomed the protests, while others have avoided having town halls during the first Congressional recess[image: External link] in 2017.[78] Representative Leonard Lance[image: External link] said that he'd never faced such a large town hall before after attending a recent one in February 2017.[65]

Conservatives, like David A. Clarke[image: External link], have dismissed the protesters as "petulant children stomping their feet with these child-like nursery rhyme slogans."[79]
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The Trump administration and President Trump have come out and addressed the protests either officially or via social media. Trump's reaction to the Woman's March via Twitter on January 2017 were contradictory with one tweet dismissing protesters and a later tweet praising protest as "a hallmark of our democracy."[80] Trump was also dismissive of a rally hosted by Democrats[image: External link] outside of the Supreme Court against Executive Order 13769. Trump tweeted, "Nancy Pelosi and Fake Tears Chuck Schumer held a rally at the steps of the Supreme Court and mic did not work (a mess)-just like Dem party!"[81] On February 21, 2017, Trump tweeted that town hall protests were "planned out by liberal activists. Sad!"[82] Sean Spicer, on February 22, 2017, blamed recent town hall protests on "professional protesters."[83] This reaction is similar to the one from the Obama administration[image: External link] towards Tea Party protests in 2009[image: External link].[84]

After the United Talent Agency[image: External link] (UTA) hosted an anti Trump rally called United Voices[image: External link], instead of their normal Oscars party,[85] Trump went on Twitter and urged "the millions of people who voted to MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN" to have their own rally.[86] Trump supporters have attended rallies at official events, but none have created events in sizes "comparable in scale to those of his opponents."[86]

On February 28, 2017, Trump was interviewed on Fox & Friends[image: External link] where he blamed former president Obama for both the protests and the leaks in his administration.[87] He claimed that Obama was involved in protest organization behind the scenes.[88] Trump claimed that Obama was behind the protests "because his people certainly are behind it."[89] There is no evidence linking a nonprofit group that advocates for similar positions to Obama, Organizing for Action[image: External link], and the former president.[90]
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Further information: Inauguration of Donald Trump § Protests and demonstrations[image: External link]


A large number of protests were planned in connection with the inauguration of Donald Trump as president on January 20, 2017.[91] Security preparation for Trump's inauguration gathered nearly 28,000 security personnel to participate in Washington, D.C.[92] The vast majority of protesters, several thousand in all, were peaceful.[93][94][95] Disrupt J20[image: External link] protesters linked arms at security checkpoints and attempted to shut them down.[96] Some elements of the protesters were black block[image: External link] groups and self-described anarchists[image: External link], and engaged in sporadic acts of vandalism, rioting[image: External link], and violence.[95][97][98][99][100][101]
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On the eve of the inauguration, January 19, protestors gathered outside the National Press Building[image: External link] in Washington D.C. where the DeploraBall[image: External link] was held. Several protesters threw debris at attendees, hitting one man in the head.[102] Police responded with teargas and pepper spray[103] scattering the crowd.

On the day of the Inauguration, January 20, a group of around 100 protesters smashed windows of businesses in downtown Washington and tipped over garbage cans.[104] The protesters also blocked entryways to the event and chained themselves to barricades, attempting with little success to prevent Trump supporters from gathering near the inaugural parade route.[92] Along the parade route, hundreds of demonstrators gathered at designated protest sites, waved signs and chanted anti-Trump slogans. Occasional clashes between police and demonstrators occurred,[105] with masked protesters throwing rocks and chunks of concrete at police.[106] Police in riot gear responded with tear gas, pepper spray, flash grenades, and other crowd dispersing tools. Violent protests continued late into the afternoon near Pennsylvania Avenue.[107] A limousine was tagged with graffiti, its windows were shattered, and it was later set on fire.[108] The limo was owned by a Muslim immigrant.[109] The fire spread to a Fox News crew SUV which was parked behind the limo.[110] 230 people were arrested, and of those, 217 were charged at the federal level with felony[image: External link] rioting[image: External link], which, if convicted, is punishable by up to 10 years in prison and a fine of up to $250,000.[111] Six officers suffered minor injuries.[112]
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 California




On Friday January 20, 2017, in the morning, anti-Trump protesters blocked the headquarters of Uber[image: External link] in San Francisco[image: External link] because the CEO of the company is seen as a "collaborator" with Trump.[113] Around 16 people were arrested in the demonstration which created human chains to block the offices.[113] Other companies blocked Friday morning in San Francisco were the Wells Fargo[image: External link] headquarters and Caltrain[image: External link] tracks.[113]

In Los Angeles[image: External link], thousands turned out for a peaceful protest on Friday, despite the rain.[114] Demonstrators rallied outside of Los Angeles City Hall[image: External link].[115]
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 LaBeouf, Rönkkö & Turner




Artists LaBeouf, Rönkkö & Turner[image: External link] started live-streaming[image: External link] a planned four-year protest, titled HEWILLNOTDIVIDE.US[image: External link], at 9 a.m. on the morning of the inauguration on January 20.[116] Participants were invited to deliver the words "He will not divide us" into a camera mounted to a wall "as many times, and for as long as they wish", in what the artists described as "a show of resistance or insistence, opposition or optimism, guided by the spirit of each individual participant and the community."[117] The footage was broadcast on a 24/7 feed, which the artists announced would run for four years, or the duration of Trump's presidency.[116] The initial host of the artwork, the Museum of Moving Images[image: External link] in New York, abandoned their involvement with the project after three weeks, citing public safety concerns.[118] The installation became especially contentious after white supremacists[image: External link] started yelling " 1488[image: External link]" to the camera and because of increased " loitering[image: External link]" in the area around the museum,[119] with the museum receiving threats of violence.[116] The artists, meanwhile, said that the museum had "bowed to political pressure" in ceasing their involvement with the project, adding that there had been no incidents of violence that they were aware of. More than a million people viewed the live-stream before it was shut down.[119] The exhibit relocated on February 18, 2017, to a wall outside the El Rey Theater in Albuquerque, New Mexico[image: External link].[120]
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Main article: 2017 Women's March


The Women's March on Washington was a January 21 protest in Washington, D.C. that attracted about 597,000 people to Independence Ave & Third St. to protest Donald Trump's first full day in office. Simultaneous protests drew large crowds across all 50 US states, and on all seven continents.[121][122][123] There was an estimated 3.3 to 4.6 million people involved in the march across the country, making it the largest protest in United States history.[15][124]

Professor Erica Chenoweth[image: External link] contends that the Women's March shows signs of the beginning of a successful movement.[15] Rebecca Katz, a progressive strategist, also feels that the protests help successfully create a movement.[125] Nelini Stamp, a director in the Working Families Party[image: External link] has also seen the protests taking place after the inauguration as the creation of a "national protest movement."[126]
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Main article: Protests against Executive Order 13769


Thousands of protesters showed up at the John F. Kennedy International Airport[image: External link] on January 28, 2017, to protest the detainment of refugees[image: External link] and visitors from countries blocked by Trump's Executive Order 13769.[127] The protest prompted dozens of further protests at airports across the nation[image: External link] and other locations.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Bodega protests




On February 2, Yemeni business owners in New York City closed their stores and bodegas[image: External link] simultaneously between noon and 8pm.[128] More than 1,000 businesses participated in the strike.[129] The closures were in protest of the travel ban or executive order 13769.[130] Later, at Brooklyn Borough Hall[image: External link], there was a peaceful demonstration and at 5:15 pm, Muslims at the rally conducted a large Maghrib[image: External link] on the steps of Borough Hall.[129]
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 Protests on February 4, 2017




On February 4, thousands of protesters marched on Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort in Palm Beach, Florida, where Trump was attending a fundraiser for the International Red Cross.[131] In New York City, thousands from the LGBTQ community gathered at the historic Stonewall Inn[image: External link] in a show of solidarity with immigrant communities and those affected by Trump's travel ban.[132] Thousands of people in San Francisco[image: External link] participated in a peaceful protest against Trump taking place outside San Francisco City Hall[image: External link].[133] Protests also took place in Washington, D.C. and Los Angeles.[134] In Canada, thousands gathered outside the U.S. consulate in Toronto to protest against Islamophobia and Trump's ban.[135] Thousands of U.K. citizens also took to the streets in protest of the travel ban and Theresa May's invitation to Trump for a state visit.[136]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Protests on the weekend of February 11, 2017




Protests occurred internationally on February 11 and February 12, 2017. On Ocean Beach[image: External link] in San Francisco, on February 11, thousands joined together to spell "RESIST !!"[137] The words could be read from the sky and an estimated 4,600 to 5,600 people were involved.[138] In Edinburgh[image: External link], a large protest against Trump took place and was organized by the group, Scotland Against Trump.[139] Thousands attended the Scotland protest, which also included speeches and was peaceful in nature.[140] In Prague[image: External link], many United States expatriates[image: External link] and Czech citizens marched in through the city center on February 11.[141] In North Carolina, a "Moral March on Raleigh" took place on February 11, and was led by the North Carolina NAACP[image: External link] in support of LGBT rights and against Trump.[142] Protests across Mexico took place in 18 cities on February 12.[143] The Mexican protests were not against Americans, but against Trump's policies, with some protests also criticising the Mexican government.[143] In Mexico City[image: External link], around 20,000 people marched on Paseo de la Reforma[image: External link].[144] In Mexico City, two groups organized the protests, Vibra México and Mexicanos Unidos.[145] Protestors were against the treatment of immigrants by the Trump administration and many were against the proposed border wall.[144] Other cities in Mexico that had protests on February 12 included Tijuana[image: External link], Monterrey[image: External link], Mérida[image: External link] and Morelia[image: External link].[146]
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 Day Without Immigrants




Main article: Day Without Immigrants 2017


A protest and boycott[image: External link] took place on February 16, 2017, to demonstrate the importance of immigration[image: External link],[147][148] and to protest President Donald Trump's plans to build a border wall and to potentially deport millions of illegal immigrants.[149] The strike called for immigrants not to go to work, to avoid spending money, and keep children home from school.[150]
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 Resist Trump Tuesdays




Protesters have organized demonstrations, rallies and other activities nationwide.[151][152][153] These Tuesday protests are scheduled to take place during Trump's first 100 days.[154]
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 Not My Presidents Day




Main article: Not My Presidents Day


Not My Presidents Day was a series of Anti-Trump protests organized throughout the United States on February 20, 2017, coinciding with Washington's Birthday[image: External link], the American federal holiday also known as Presidents' Day.[155][156][157][158] Organizers of the protest stated that while Trump was literally the president, they wanted to show that he did not represent their values.[63][54] Organizers also said that they chose to rally on President's Day in order to honor presidents of the past by exercising their rights to assembly and protest peacefully.[159]
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 United Voices Rally




The United Talent Agency[image: External link] (UTA) cancelled its normal annual Oscars[image: External link] party and hosted a "Voices United" rally on February 24, 2017 which drew around 2,000 people.[160] Jodie Foster[image: External link], Michael J. Fox[image: External link], Wilmer Valderrama[image: External link] and Keegan-Michael Key[image: External link] were featured speakers.[161] Other speakers included California Lieutenant Governor, Gavin Newsom[image: External link], the CEO of UTA, Jeremy Zimmer and Reza Aslan[image: External link].[162] The rally condemned the travel ban, the Trump administration's immigration and health reforms and called the political climate one of "fanaticism and nationalism."[163] The rally helped raise $320,000 for the ACLU and the International Rescue Committee[image: External link].[160]
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 A Day Without a Woman




Main article: Day Without a Woman


The organizers of the 2017 Women's March called for women to not work on March 8, 2017—International Women's Day[image: External link]—in a general strike against Trump administration policy.[164][165] Protests were much smaller than the January 21 demonstrations, with the organization of the protests criticized for potentially revealing a "gap between white, privileged women and minority, lower-paid women, who may not be able to afford a day off from work and could lose their jobs".[166]
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 Tax March




Main article: Tax March


This protest (also known as the Tax Day March and Trump's Tax Day) was held in over 150 cities in the US on April 15, 2017, to pressure Trump to release his tax returns.[167][168] Some Americans have stated that they will not pay their federal income taxes[image: External link] in protest of Trump's administration.[169]
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 March for Science




Main article: March for Science


The March for Science occurred on Earth Day[image: External link], April 22, 2017.[170][171] The protest was based upon support for and the funding of science, diversity, and governmental policies based upon science.[172] The march was also based upon opposition to the Trump administration's "...plans to delete climate change data and gag scientists", and the administration's climate change denial[image: External link].[173] Organizers have stated that they have significant concerns about the Trump administration's views regarding climate change and energy policy[image: External link], among other matters.[172]
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 People's Climate March




Main article: People's Climate March (2017)
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 Protests on May 1, 2017




Main article: 2017 May Day protests


Immigrants' rights activists planned protests against Trump's immigration policies on May 1, 2017.[174][175] Thousands turned out for demonstrations held in numerous cities throughout the US, including Chicago, Los Angeles, and Washington D.C.[176] Protesters against deportation[image: External link] also held a sit-in at the office of Texas governor Greg Abbott[image: External link], and blocked the driveway of the Immigration and Customs Enforcement[image: External link] office in San Francisco.[177] Teachers who were working without contracts picketed outside schools in Pittsburgh and Philadelphia,[177] and an estimated 50 immigrant-owned businesses in the Boston area closed for the day.[178]

In Portland, Oregon, a planned protest turned into what police called a riot, resulting in at least three arrests.[179] Police also made two arrests at a protest in Seattle, and dispersed a group of protesters in Olympia, Washington.[179] In New York City, twelve protesters were arrested for civil disobedience[image: External link] after blocking the entrance to the Manhattan JPMorgan[image: External link] building.[180] In Oakland, California, four people were arrested for trespassing[image: External link] at an Alameda County[image: External link] government building.[181]
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 Protest on May 4, 2017




On May 4, 2017, a thousand demonstrators gathered in Manhattan to protest Trump's first return home since his inauguration.[182] The protesters demonstrated near the USS Intrepid[image: External link], where Trump was attending a gala. He left the city that night without visiting Trump Tower, later tweeting that he would spend the weekend in Bedminster, New Jersey "rather than causing a big disruption in NYC".[183][184]
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 Protest on May 24, 2017




About 6,000 people protested in Brussels[image: External link], Belgium during Trump's visit with the prime minister and royal family on May 24, 2017.[185]
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 Protests against the U.S. withdrawal from the Paris Agreeement




Protesters gathered at the White House gates on June 1, 2017, following Trump's announcement that the U.S. will be withdrawing from the Paris Agreement.[186] Bill Nye[image: External link] "The Science Guy" was one of the protesters in attendance.[187] The John A. Wilson Building[image: External link] in D.C. was lit in green in protest of the decision,[188] as were One World Trade Center[image: External link], the Kosciuszko Bridge[image: External link] and New York City Hall[image: External link] in New York City, Boston City Hall[image: External link], Montreal City Hall[image: External link], the Hôtel de Ville[image: External link] in Paris, and the Monumento a la Revolución[image: External link] and the Angel of Independence[image: External link] in Mexico City.[189][190] Protests also occurred in New York City,[191] Miami,[192] San Diego,[193] and Syracuse.[194]

In contrast, dozens of people showed up on Saturday, June 3, 2017, for a 'Pittsburgh not Paris' flash mob[image: External link] rally at the White House to demonstrate support for Trump and his decision to pull out of the Paris Agreement.[195][196]
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 March for Truth




Main article: March for Truth


Nationwide March for Truth protests were held on June 3, which called for a fair and impartial investigation into Russian involvement and collusion in the 2016 Presidential election[image: External link] and any connection to American citizens. The marches also called for Donald Trump to release his tax returns for a more transparent understanding of his assets abroad.[197][198]
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 Planned protests
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 Impeachment March




Demonstrations are planned nationwide for July 2 demanding that Congress begin the impeachment[image: External link] process against President Trump. Organizers allege the President has violated the Foreign Emoluments Clause[image: External link] and the Domestic Emoluments Clause[image: External link], as well as committed obstruction of justice[image: External link] in his dismissal of Sally Yates and James Comey.[199]
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 Proposed legislation to curb protests




Recent protests, including those against the presidency of Donald Trump, have also led to some state legislatures creating various anti-protest bills which the ACLU[image: External link] calls unconstitutional.[200] Many of these bills have been created by Republican[image: External link] lawmakers.[201] By late February 2017, legislators in at least 18 states proposed legislation to curtail specific protest tactics, impose more severe penalties for protest tactics prohibited by existing law, or publicly discussed such proposals[202] and by mid May the number had risen to 20.[203] Some of the bills include high penalties, such as large fines and jail time, for blocking interstates or obstructing "economic activity."[204] A bill in Minnesota[image: External link] would allow the police to sue demonstrators for the cost of policing protests.[204] The bill proposed in Tennessee would allow anyone who injures a protester with their car "civil immunity" as long as the driver was not being reckless.[46] The proposed bill in Indiana would allow law enforcement to "use any means necessary" to clear people who block traffic.[205] Republican lawmaker J. D. Mesnard[image: External link] said that these laws are "not about limiting people's rights."[206]

The ACLU of North Dakota has said that these laws are written as if they are to protect public safety, but in reality "they are focused on preventing protesters from protesting, essentially."[204] The Washington Post alleged that the laws were written to counteract the largely Republican accusation that many of the protesters against Trump are "paid" or "professional" protesters.[207][208] Professor at Stanford University[image: External link], Doug McAdam[image: External link], has said, "In 40 years of studying protest, I have seen nothing like these proposals," adding, "These kinds of laws would be un-American."[206] Critics of these bills state that even if they are signed into law, they will likely later be found unconstitutional.[207] The United Nations[image: External link] has warned that such bills, if enacted, will significantly restrict Americans' rights to peacefully protest and express free speech.[209]
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 Impact




Protests after Trump's inauguration have helped energize progressives[image: External link] in the Democratic Party[image: External link], according to Ace Smith, a strategist for the party.[210] According to the Los Angeles Times, "Protesters have quickened the outrage metabolism among members of Congress, encouraged disruptive tactics [...] and mostly ended the argument within the congressional caucuses over whether Democrats should work with Trump on occasion rather than universally oppose him."[210] Ben Wikler[image: External link], a director for MoveOn.org[image: External link], commented that it feels as if grassroots energy has exploded like a volcano.[62] Democrats in Georgia[image: External link] have seen an increase in political activism, which the party would like to see continue.[211] In addition, socialist[image: External link] organizations have seen a spike in membership.[212] Town hall meetings[image: External link] have had increased attendance.[126] Some Republicans have avoided having town halls because of the large attendance rates.[65] Victoria Kaplan of MoveOn.org calls this avoidance a sign that the protests are having an impact.[65] Trump has become a common enemy for many different liberal and progressive groups who are now working together.[126] Tom Perez[image: External link], the new head of the Democratic Party, has promised to bring more grassroots and anti-Trump action to the party.[213]

Groups on the left side of the political spectrum that have not always worked well together have started focusing less on their differences and more on a common enemy in Trump.[214] In addition, economic sectors that have not normally been politically active, like the tech industry, have seen a surge in activism.[215]

Conservative districts have been confronting Republican congressmen about their voting records and their stances on the Affordable Care Act (ACA).[125]

Meetup[image: External link], which had for 15 years only allowed the creation of non-partisan groups, has chosen to allow over 1,000 "#resist" groups which are free to join and run.[69]

Protesters, many of whom are making their own signs, have raised sales in items such as poster board[image: External link] and markers[image: External link]. Between January 15 and January 21, 2017, people in America spent $4.1 million in poster board.[216] PepsiCo[image: External link] released an ad in April 2017 which used the imagery of anti-Trump protests and Kendall Jenner[image: External link] to sell Pepsi[image: External link].[217] The ad was criticized by Elle[image: External link] for appropriating imagery of the resistance against Trump and the policies of his administration.[218] The ad also evoked imagery from the Black Lives Matter[image: External link] movement and was eventually pulled by PepsiCo.[219]
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 See also





	Stop Trump movement

	The Case for Impeachment[image: External link]

	Efforts to impeach Donald Trump

	The Plot to Hack America[image: External link]

	Trump: The Kremlin Candidate?[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ United States, Canada, United Kingdom, France[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], Philippines, Australia, Israel[image: External link], among other countries.
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Residences of Donald Trump






U.S. President Donald Trump currently has seven residences.

During his time at the New York Military Academy, he lived on campus; he later rented row houses[image: External link] in college. In 1971, Trump moved to a studio on 75th Street in Manhattan.[1] Since the completion of Trump Tower in 1983, Trump has lived in a three-level penthouse on the top floors. He purchased the Seven Springs mansion in Bedford, New York[image: External link] in 1995. Upon Trump's election to the US presidency, he moved into the White House in Washington, D.C. while First Lady Melania and their son will stay at Trump Tower in Manhattan[image: External link] until the end of the school year before moving to the White House as well.
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 Beverly Hills




Trump owns a six-bedroom mansion in Beverly Hills, California[image: External link], which Trump had rarely used and had put on the market and rented out at different times.[1]
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 Seven Springs




Trump owns a 39,000 square feet (3,600 m2) mansion on 213 acres (86 ha) in Bedford[image: External link] and New Castle, New York[image: External link]. The mansion has an indoor pool of white marble on its first floor and sixty rooms, including thirteen bedrooms and twelve baths.[1][2] The property has a glass and stone orangery for growing citrus, with a bowling alley in its basement. Also on the property is a formal garden pavilion, a fountain in the front lawn, a greenhouse and root cellar, stone water tower, and a Tudor Revival house and courtyard known by the name of "Nonesuch".[2]

It was formerly the home of Eugene Meyer[image: External link] and his family, including Katharine Graham[image: External link]. In 1919, Meyer had artist and architect Charles A. Platt[image: External link] design the mansion of sandstone from the property. He spent $2 million constructing it, and sold it to Trump in 1995 for $7.5 million. Trump originally planned to build a golf course there, however he was opposed by the governments of the three municipalities the property lies within, and he wanted to prevent a new course competing with his existing course nearby in Briarcliff Manor[image: External link]. Trump's plans changed for Seven Springs to include building fifteen mansions, each to sell for about $25 million, and renovating the two existing houses.[2]
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Donald Trump owns the 38-story Trump Parc condominium skyscraper, and often privately owns multiple units within it, which he rents for up to $100,000 a month.[1]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Trump Park Avenue




Trump has several apartments at Trump Park Avenue, where his daughter Ivanka lives.[1]
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Main article: Trump Tower


Described as Louis XIV[image: External link]-style, Trump's penthouse at Trump Tower has three stories and is reportedly worth $100 million. The interior, designed by Angelo Donghia[image: External link], has gold-trimmed furniture, marble floors, columns, tables, and walls, frescoed ceilings, bronze statues, and crystal chandeliers.[1]
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Main article: White House
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 Former residences
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 Queens, New York




Main article: 81-15 Wareham Place[image: External link]


His childhood was spent at a 24-room red brick Tudor Revival house in Jamaica Estates, Queens, the home of his parents Frederick and Mary Anne MacLeod Trump.[1]
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 Schools




During his early life, he lived at the New York Military Academy, a private boarding school. He subsequently attended Fordham University for two years and transferred to the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania, where he lived in rented off-campus row houses[image: External link].[1]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Phoenix penthouse




Around the 1970s Trump lived in a penthouse apartment at the Phoenix, a luxury apartment building on 65th Street in Manhattan. The apartment had large panoramic windows; he decorated the interior in beige, brown, and chrome.[1]
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 Greenwich




Trump purchased a 20,000 square feet (1,900 m2) mansion in Greenwich, Connecticut[image: External link] in 1982 for $4 million. The house has eight bedrooms, eleven baths, a 4,000 square feet (370 m2) guest house, a putting green and tennis court, indoor and outdoor pools, and a sauna.[1]
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 Fifth Avenue




Trump and his wife Ivana lived in an apartment on Manhattan's Fifth Avenue[image: External link], which was decorated with beige velvet sofas and goatskin tables.[1]
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 Virginia




Trump had a residence at Trump Vineyard Estates[image: External link], a 45-room 230,000 square feet (21,000 m2) mansion.[1]
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Donald Trump on social Media






The presence of Donald Trump on social media has attracted attention worldwide since Trump joined Twitter in March 2009. He has frequently used Twitter to comment on politicians and celebrities, and he relied on Twitter significantly to communicate during the 2016 United States presidential election[image: External link]. The attention on Trump's Twitter activity has significantly increased since he was sworn in as the 45th president of the United States and continued to post controversial opinions and statements. The tweets are considered official White House statements.[1]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Background




Further information: Social media and political communication in the United States[image: External link] and Social media in the United States presidential election, 2016


Before his election Donald Trump was projected to become the first "social media[image: External link] president" by CNN. In comparison, Franklin D. Roosevelt can be described as the first " radio[image: External link] president", John F. Kennedy as the first " television[image: External link] president", and Barack Obama as the first " internet[image: External link] president". These presidents had a tremendous impact by spreading their message through new media channels.[2]

Social media also was an important part of Trump's presidential election campaign in 2016, and was one of the reasons he was ultimately elected.[3] In 2016, his Twitter following exceeded that of his Republican rivals and approached that of his Democratic opponent, Hillary Clinton. Trump personally manages his Twitter presence, either dictating messages to his assistant or typing them out himself.[4] Trump's social media messages often address people as individuals, distinguishing his communications from Obama's, which generally mobilized his supporters en masse.[5]

Trump claimed before his inauguration that he would scale back his usage of social media networks such as Facebook and Twitter. He also stated that social media made it possible to win the elections with less money spent.[6] Nevertheless, by May 2017, he had a social media audience of over 45 million Americans.[7] This has allowed Trump to "sideline mainstream media[image: External link]" and dramatically shift the way the president communicates with the public.[7]
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 Twitter




In 2009, marketing staffer Peter Costanzo suggested to Donald Trump that social media could be used to draw attention to his then-current book, Think Like a Champion[image: External link].[8] Convinced by Costanzo, Trump joined Twitter in March 2009.[9] The @DonaldTrump account was unavailable, as it was being used by a parody account; Trump's account (@realDonaldTrump) was selected to distinguish between them.[8] The first tweet was sent in May, advertising his upcoming appearance on Late Show with David Letterman.[8]

Trump did not write many of the early tweets sent under his account. Initially, messages were drafted by Costanzo, with Trump providing his approval before they were sent.[10] For the first two years, tweets actually written by Trump included the phrase "from Donald Trump" to distinguish them from those written by his staff, but by about June 2011, as Trump's use of the platform increased, those identifying labels disappeared.[8] By the 2016 campaign, researchers observed that some tweets—often those with the most critical opinions—were being submitted from an Android[image: External link] phone, while others were sent to Twitter from an iPhone[image: External link].[11] This suggested that members of Trump's staff were still responsible for some of the messages sent under his account, a suspicion that was largely confirmed using sentiment analysis[image: External link].[12] As president, Trump stopped use of his Android due to security concerns; however, machine learning[image: External link] and natural language processing[image: External link] could still frequently distinguish Trump's actual tweets from those sent in his name, even when staffers attempted to emulate his writing style.[13]

Trump's tweets are spontaneous, unfiltered and reveal his emotions.[5] He often delivers barbed commentary concerning his political opponents,[14] and offers insults[image: External link] to a variety of persons, places, and things.[15][16] A January 2016 review found that one in every eight Trump Twitter posts "was a personal insult of some kind."[15] As of June 2017, Trump had insulted 332 people, places, and things on Twitter, ranging from politicians to journalists and news outlets to countries.[16] On occasion, Trump has targeted private citizens in this manner. A 2015 Trump tweet against a 18-year-old college student who had challenged him at a New Hampshire[image: External link] political forum led to a wave of online harassment[image: External link] against her.[17] In December 2016, then-president-elect Trump responded to criticism from the president of United Steelworkers[image: External link] Local 1999 in Indiana by tweeting that the local union[image: External link] leader "has done a terrible job representing workers";[18] the union president received threatening phone calls afterward. Reached for comment, he suggested Trump "needs to worry about getting his Cabinet filled, and leave me the hell alone."[19]

Upon his inauguration, control of the official U.S. Presidential Twitter account (@POTUS), which had been created by Barack Obama, passed to Trump. His first tweets as president were made from his personal account, but he has made use of both accounts.[20] Aspects of Trump's use of Twitter during the campaign and as president risk potential legal complications. Courts hearing legal challenges to Executive Order 13769, the "travel ban", considered his communications when addressing the motivations and purpose of the order.[21] A tweet suggesting that tapes of his conversations with James Comey may exist was viewed by some lawyers as potential witness tampering[image: External link].[21] Additionally, Trump sometimes deletes his tweets, which could complicate adherence to the Presidential Records Act[image: External link].[22]

A Fox News compilation of Trump's spelling and grammar errors on Twitter included the non-word "covfefe" as well as his 2016 misspelling of unprecedented as "unpresidented",[23] which The Guardian named "word of the year" in tongue-in-cheek fashion.[24][25]

Donald Trump official account has blocked various other Twitter accounts, including those of VoteVets.org[image: External link] and Stephen King[image: External link].[26][27] Lawyers from Knight First Amendment Institute of Columbia University[image: External link] stated in a letter to Trump that the blocking of users by the president has violated their free-speech rights[image: External link] under the First Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link]. However, Michael W. McConnell[image: External link] and UCLA School of Law[image: External link]'s professor Eugene Volokh disagree.[28]
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Many of Trump's Twitter followers are likely fake accounts known as bots[image: External link], set up to automatically like and retweet messages in order to create the appearance of significant support or popularity, and to get hashtags[image: External link] trending. Prior to the election, 8 percent of his 7.58 million followers were suspected bots.[29][30] In January 2017, Trump had 20 million followers, and an audit by a journalist showed that 32 percent were fake. In May 2017, his followers had jumped to 30 million followers, but only about half are legitimate accounts. By comparison, an analysis shows that 21 percent of Barack Obama's 89 million Twitter followers were bots.[29]

However, a Twitter spokesman denied the claim that there are that many fake accounts on the service.[30]
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Main article: Trump Tower wiretapping allegations


In a succession of tweets on March 4,[31][a] President Donald Trump stated he had "just found out" that former president Barack Obama had wiretapped the phones in his offices at Trump Tower during the last months of the 2016 election[image: External link]. The tweets resulted into a weeks long media attention given to the allegations, despite scarce evidence. Fake news websites did also take up the allegations, and one even claimed that a warrant for Barack Obama's arrest had been given.[31][32] He did not say where he had obtained the information and offered no evidence to support it.[33] Trump compared the alleged intrusion to McCarthyism[image: External link] and Watergate[image: External link]. Anonymous White House officials told The Washington Post that Trump did not appear to coordinate his comments with other White House officials.[32]

Into April and May there was no further evidence forthcoming on the claims. When questioned about the issue in an interview on April 30, Trump was evasive when asked about his relationship with former president Obama. He said 'I don't stand by anything' and he thought 'our side has been proven very strongly, and everybody's talking about it'.[34]
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Main article: Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections


On May 18, 2017, Trump tweeted, with regard to the nomination of Robert Mueller[image: External link] as a special prosecutor to investigate Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election, "This is the single greatest witch hunt of a politician in American history!"[35] Trump stated plans to live-Tweet[image: External link] during Comey's Senate testimony.[36]
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On May 31, 2017, Trump sent out a tweet that included the previously unknown word "covfefe", and was only deleted hours after its posting.[37] It immediately went viral[image: External link], becoming an Internet meme[image: External link] and a source of widespread jokes.[38] The tweet was liked and retweeted over a hundred thousand times, making it one of the most popular tweets of 2017 to that date, as people speculated on the meaning of "covfefe".[39] About five hours later, Trump deleted it and sent out another one, asking people what they thought "covfefe" could mean.[39]

Off camera, at a press briefing later the same day, Sean Spicer responded to questions about the tweet that "the president and a small group of people know exactly what he meant." No further explanation was given during the briefing.[40] Some reporters, observing that Spicer did not appear to be joking, were concerned by the implications. Conservative columnist Jonah Goldberg, writing for the National Review[image: External link], considered it unlikely that "covfefe" is "some esoteric code word", suggesting instead, "Spicer feels compelled to protect the myth of Trumpian infallibility at all costs".[41] The Atlantic's Megan Garber felt that Spicer's response further divided the White House from the public by giving a likely typo "the whiff of conspiracy."[42] At The Washington Post, Callum Borchers instead argued that the deliberately obscure response was an intentional tactic to distract the media and public from the administration's other controversies.[43]

Leonid Bershidsky[image: External link] writing for Bloomberg View[image: External link] compared the phenomenon to Ronald Reagan when the then-president made a gaffe joking on audio "We begin bombing in five minutes[image: External link]".[44] Bershidsky compared Reagan's comment to Trump's: "Reagan's infamous 'nuclear joke,' which rocked world leaders, was 136 characters long, just right for a tweet."[44] Compliance Week[image: External link] noted: "In Reagan’s case, he immediately admitted the error and squashed it. In Trump's case, he sent a wrong message and then allowed it to sit for hours untended."[45]

On June 12, 2017, Democratic representative Mike Quigley[image: External link] filed legislation titled the Communications Over Various Feeds Electronically for Engagement (COVFEFE) Act[image: External link], using the term made infamous in Trump's tweet. The bill would amend the Presidential Records Act[image: External link] to cover social media[image: External link], thus requiring tweets and other social media posts by the U.S. President to be preserved under law.[46]
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After the June 2017 London attack[image: External link], Mayor of London[image: External link] Sadiq Khan[image: External link] condemned it and said that "the city remains one of the safest in the world" and there was "no reason to be alarmed" over the increased police presence around the city.[47][48] The latter comment was criticised by US President Trump in a tweet:


"At least 7 dead and 48 wounded in terror attack and Mayor of London says there is 'no reason to be alarmed!'"[49][50]



Trump's comments were described as a deliberate misrepresentation of Khan's remarks by his spokesman,[51] as well as by former U.S. Vice President Al Gore. Prime Minister[image: External link] Theresa May said that "Sadiq Khan is doing a good job and it is wrong to say anything else".[50] Conservative minister Penny Mordaunt[image: External link] and Liberal Democrat[image: External link] leader Tim Farron[image: External link] also backed Khan. Farron said "Sadiq Khan has shown calm and dignified resolve in the face of these cowardly terrorist attacks. He is more of a statesman than Donald Trump will ever be."[52] Lewis Lukens[image: External link], the former US ambassador to the UK, and the United States Conference of Mayors[image: External link] declared their support, with Lukens commended Khan's "strong leadership" in leading London forward after the attack and also praising the "extraordinary response" from the law enforcement community.[53][54] President Trump tweeted the following day that the London Mayor was offering a "pathetic excuse" for his statement, and alleging that the mainstream media were "working hard to sell" Khan's explanation.[50][51][55][56] When asked about these comments following a vigil held near Tower Bridge[image: External link], Khan stated that he was busy dealing with the aftermath of the attack and declared that he hasn't "got the time to respond to tweets from Donald Trump."[56]

Trump's sons, Donald Trump Jr. and Eric Trump, defended his comments and claimed that Khan, who worked along with the security services and held a vigil for victims of the attack, was not doing enough to combat terrorism. Trump Jr. stated that Khan should stop attacking his father, despite the fact that Khan didn't respond to Trump's comments.[57]

On June 13, 2017, Senator John McCain referred to Trump's comments in stating that America is "not showing leadership around the world" and that former-President Barack Obama and his administration[image: External link] had offered better leadership, a comment he later retracted.[58][59]
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During his 2016 campaign, Trump posted several attack ads on his Facebook[image: External link] page. These include parodies of Pokémon Go[image: External link][60] and Pac-Man[image: External link],[61] portraying Hillary Clinton as a Pokemon[image: External link] and as Ms. Pac-Man[image: External link], respectively. He also used the platform to issue an apology for the Donald Trump and Billy Bush recording.[62] As president, he received criticism for posting a fake news[image: External link] story about a purported Kuwaiti[image: External link] travel ban similar to Executive Order 13769;[63] Kuwait's foreign minister confirmed that no such ban existed.[64]
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 Instagram




Donald Trump initially used his personal account on Instagram (@realDonaldTrump) primarily to share personal pictures, including images of him with his grandchildren.[65][66] In September 2015—then with approximately 377 thousand followers—[65] he used the platform to release a political advertisement. This ad, "Act of Love[image: External link]", attacked primary opponent Jeb Bush on the topic of immigration. Along with Bush's responses, it demonstrated that Instagram could be a political tool rather than merely a personal photo-sharing application.[65] Trump also used the platform to contribute to the controversy regarding the 2016 film Ghostbusters[image: External link] by posting a video criticizing the all-female cast. In response, director Paul Feig[image: External link] suggested that "Trump supporters" were responsible for some of the internet hate directed at the film.[67]

When Trump became president, his personal account had grown to over 5 million followers.[66] He also assumed control of an official account (@whitehouse), where he posted pictures from his inauguration.[66] At that time, it was expected that the official account would primarily feature the work of the Chief Official White House Photographer[image: External link] once one was selected;[66] however, Shealah Craighead[image: External link] has contributed relatively little, especially in comparison to Pete Souza[image: External link]'s work during the Obama administration.[68]
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 Reddit




On July 27, 2016, Trump took part in an Ask Me Anything (AMA), where he responded to user-submitted questions from Reddit[image: External link]'s /r/The_Donald[image: External link] community. He offered replies on topics that varied from media bias[image: External link] and voter fraud[image: External link] to NASA[image: External link], including a question about H-1B visas[image: External link] posed by alt-right media personality[image: External link] Milo Yiannopoulos[image: External link].[69][70]
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From 2011 until 2013 or 2014, Trump created over 80 installments of a vlog[image: External link] on YouTube called "From the Desk of Donald Trump".[c] In it, he discussed a variety of topics, ranging from serious issues such as the Libyan Civil War[image: External link], Obamacare, and the American job market to less weighty matters, including the Vanity Fair Oscar party[image: External link] and his dislike of Mike McGlone[image: External link]'s Rhetorical Questions advertisements[image: External link] for GEICO[image: External link].[71][72] In several installments, he speculated on a possible presidential candidacy in 2012 that never came to pass,[71] but many of the themes featured in the vlog were part of his successful campaign in 2016.[72] Viewership of "From the Desk of Donald Trump" was much lower than for his later social media activity, with only thousands to tens of thousands of views on YouTube.[71] By June 2017, most of these videos were no longer available on YouTube under Trump's account.[73]
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 Notes






	
^ a b The original tweets, in chronological order, are:

	Trump, Donald [realDonaldTrump] (March 4, 2017). "Terrible! Just found out that Obama had my "wires tapped" in Trump Tower just before the victory. Nothing found. This is McCarthyism!"[image: External link] (Tweet). Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 13, 2017. Retrieved March 21, 2017 – via Twitter.

	Trump, Donald [realDonaldTrump] (March 4, 2017). "Is it legal for a sitting President to be "wire tapping" a race for president prior to an election? Turned down by court earlier. A NEW LOW!"[image: External link] (Tweet). Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 13, 2017. Retrieved March 21, 2017 – via Twitter.

	Trump, Donald [realDonaldTrump] (March 4, 2017). "I'd bet a good lawyer could make a great case out of the fact that President Obama was tapping my phones in October, just prior to Election!"[image: External link] (Tweet). Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 13, 2017. Retrieved March 21, 2017 – via Twitter.

	Trump, Donald [realDonaldTrump] (March 4, 2017). "How low has President Obama gone to tapp my phones during the very sacred election process. This is Nixon/Watergate. Bad (or sick) guy!" "[image: External link] (Tweet). Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 21, 2017. Retrieved March 21, 2017 – via Twitter.





	
^ The "covfefe" tweets, in chronological order, are:

	Trump, Donald [realDonaldTrump] (May 31, 2017). "Despite the constant negative press covfefe"[image: External link] (Tweet). Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 31, 2017. Retrieved May 31, 2017 – via Twitter.

	Trump, Donald [realDonaldTrump] (May 31, 2017). "Who can figure out the true meaning of "covfefe" ??? Enjoy!"[image: External link] (Tweet). Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 13, 2017. Retrieved June 7, 2017 – via Twitter.





	
^ Cody Johnston reports that there were 96 installments from 2011 to 2014, including one duplicate.[71] Olivia Nuzzi described the series as only running until 2013, with 83 installments.[72]
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Filmography of Donald Trump






Donald Trump is an American businessman, television personality and the 45th[image: External link] and current President of the United States who has made cameo appearances[image: External link] in 12 films and around 10 television series.
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	Title
	Year
	Role
	Notes
	Ref.



	Ghosts Can't Do It
	1989
	Himself
	Movie; awarded Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Supporting Actor
	[1]



	Home Alone 2: Lost in New York[image: External link]
	1992
	Himself
	Movie
	[1]



	The Little Rascals[image: External link]
	1994
	Waldo's Dad
	Movie
	[1]



	Across the Sea of Time[image: External link]
	1995
	Himself
	Movie
	[1]



	Eddie[image: External link]
	1996
	Himself
	Movie
	[1]



	The Associate[image: External link]
	1996
	Himself
	Movie
	[1]



	54[image: External link]
	1998
	VIP Patron
	Movie
	[2]



	Celebrity[image: External link]
	1998
	Himself
	Movie
	[1]



	Zoolander[image: External link]
	2001
	Himself
	Movie
	[1]



	Two Weeks Notice[image: External link]
	2002
	Himself
	Movie
	[3]



	Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps[image: External link]
	2010
	Himself
	Trump's scene was cut from the cinema version but is included on the DVD.
	[4]



	POM Wonderful Presents: The Greatest Movie Ever Sold[image: External link]
	2011
	Himself
	Documentary
	[5]
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	Title
	Year
	Role
	Network
	Notes
	Ref.



	The Jeffersons[image: External link]
	1985
	Himself
	CBS
	Episode titled "You'll Never Get Rich"
	[1]



	The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air[image: External link]
	1994
	Himself
	NBC
	Episode titled "For Sale by Owner"
	[1]



	The Nanny[image: External link]
	1996
	Himself
	CBS
	Episode titled "The Rosie Show"
	[1]



	Suddenly Susan[image: External link]
	1997
	Himself
	NBC
	Episode titled "I'll See That and Raise You Susan"
	[3]



	The Drew Carey Show[image: External link]
	1997
	Himself
	ABC[image: External link]
	Episode titled "New York and Queens"
	[3]



	Night Man[image: External link]
	1997
	Himself
	Syndication[image: External link]
	Episode titled "Face to Face"
	[6]



	Spin City[image: External link]
	1998
	Himself
	ABC
	Episode titled "The Paul Lassiter Story"
	[1]



	Sex and the City[image: External link]
	1999
	Himself
	HBO[image: External link]
	Episode titled "The Man, the Myth, the Viagra"
	[1]



	The Job[image: External link]
	2001
	Himself
	ABC
	Episode titled "Elizabeth"
	[3]



	Saturday Night Live[image: External link]
	2004, 2015
	Himself, various imitations
	NBC
	Trump hosted the April 3, 2004 and November 7, 2015 episodes of SNL
	[7][8]



	Days of Our Lives[image: External link]
	2005
	Himself
	NBC
	Guest star
	[9]



	58th Primetime Emmy Awards
	2006
	Oliver Wendell Douglas[image: External link]
	NBC
	Minimusical[image: External link]
	[10]



	WWE Raw
	2007, 2009
	Himself
	USA Network[image: External link]
	Briefly "owned" Raw
	[11]



	WrestleMania 23
	2007
	Himself
	Syndication[image: External link]
	"Battle of the Billionaires" Match
	[12]



	Comedy Central Roast[image: External link]
	2011
	Himself
	Comedy Central[image: External link]
	Roastee
	[13]



	Top Gear USA[image: External link]
	2012
	Himself
	BBC
	Episode titled "Supercars"
	[14]



	The Men Who Built America[image: External link]
	2012
	Himself
	History (U.S. TV channel)
	Commentator
	[15]
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Trump has appeared in three VHS[image: External link] tapes released by Playboy[image: External link]. He did not appear in any scenes containing nudity or sexual content.[16][17]



	Title
	Year
	Role
	Notes
	Ref.



	Playboy Centerfold[image: External link]
	1994
	Himself
	Adult film
	[16]



	Playboy Video Centerfold: Playmate 2000 Bernaola Twins[image: External link]
	2000
	Himself
	Adult film
	[17]



	Untitled Playboy video
	2001
	Himself
	Fashion show featuring Betsey Johnson[image: External link]
	[16]
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 Other appearances




In 1989, Trump appeared in the music video for Bobby Brown[image: External link]'s single "On Our Own[image: External link]", which was predominately featured in the movie Ghostbusters II[image: External link].[18] In 2004, Trump started hosting The Apprentice which he did for seven seasons until 2010 when the spin-off The Celebrity Apprentice replaced it. He hosted Celebrity Apprentice for seven[image: External link] seasons when he stopped for his pursuit of the presidency. Trump also voiced in the video game Donald Trump's Real Estate Tycoon[image: External link].

Trump has also appeared in a number of television commercials for Pizza Hut[image: External link]. The first of these commercials aired in the U.S. in 1995, and featured his ex-wife Ivana promoting Stuffed Crust pizzas.[19] The second of these commercials aired in the Australian market in 2000, and was for large 'New Yorker' pizzas the chain was promoting at the time.[20]
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This bibliography of Donald Trump is a list of written and published works about Donald Trump, 45th[image: External link] President of the United States.
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Trump: The Art of the Deal is a 1987 book credited to businessman and current President of the United States Donald Trump and journalist Tony Schwartz. Part memoir[image: External link] and part business-advice book, it reached number 1 on The New York Times Best Seller list[image: External link], stayed there for 13 weeks, and altogether held a position on the list for 48 weeks.[1] It was the first book published by Trump[2] and helped to make him a "household name".[3][4]

The book received additional attention during Trump's 2016 campaign for the presidency of the United States. He cited it as one of his proudest accomplishments[5] and his second-favorite book after the Bible[image: External link].[6] Schwartz expressed regrets about his involvement and he and the book's publisher, Howard Kaminsky[image: External link], asserted that Trump had played no role in the actual writing of the book. Trump has given conflicting accounts on the question of authorship.[1]
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The book tells about Trump's childhood in Jamaica Estates, Queens. It then describes his early work in Brooklyn[image: External link] prior to moving to Manhattan[image: External link], whereupon he engaged in building The Trump Organization. It then describes his actions and thoughts in developing the Grand Hyatt Hotel[image: External link] and Trump Tower, in renovating Wollman Rink, and regarding various other projects.[7]

The book also contains an 11-step formula for business success, inspired by Norman Vincent Peale's The Power of Positive Thinking.[8] Trump's steps are:


	Think big

	Protect the downside and the upside will take care of itself

	Maximize your options

	Know your market

	Use your leverage

	Enhance your location

	Get the word out

	Fight back

	Deliver the goods

	Contain the costs

	Have fun [9]
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Trump was persuaded to produce the book by Condé Nast owner Si Newhouse[image: External link] after the May 1984 issue of Newhouse's magazine GQ[image: External link] – with Trump appearing on the cover – sold well.[8][10] Schwartz was hired to work on the book, and began working with Trump in late 1985. He interviewed Trump and – with permission from him – listened in on his phone calls.

According to Schwartz in July 2016, Trump wrote none of the book, choosing only to remove a few critical mentions of business colleagues at the end of the process.[1] Trump responded with conflicting stories, saying "I had a lot of choice of who to have write the book, and I chose [Schwartz]", but then said "[Schwartz] didn't write the book. I wrote the book."[1] Former Random House head Howard Kaminsky[image: External link], the book's original publisher, said "Trump didn’t write a postcard for us!"[1] The book was published in November 1987 by Random House, with the authorship given as "Donald Trump with Tony Schwartz".

Schwartz was the subject of a July 2016 article in The New Yorker in which Schwartz describes Donald Trump unfavorably and relates how he came to regret writing The Art of the Deal.[1] He also stated that if it were to be written today it would be very different and titled The Sociopath.[1] Schwartz repeated his self-criticism on Good Morning America[image: External link], saying he had "put lipstick on a pig".[11] In response to these claims, Trump's attorneys have demanded that Schwartz cede all his royalties from the book to Trump.[12][13]
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The Art of the Deal was published in November 1987 by Random House. A promotional campaign was undertaken in conjunction with the release of the book. This included Trump holding a release party at Trump Tower that was hosted by Jackie Mason[image: External link] and featured a celebrity-filled guest list.[8] There were a series of appearances by him on television talk shows.[14] Trump also appeared on a number of magazine covers as part of publicity for the book.[14]

Excerpts from the book were published in New York[image: External link] magazine.[8] The book has been translated into over a dozen different languages.[8]
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At the time of publication, Publishers Weekly[image: External link] called it a "boastful, boyishly disarming, thoroughly engaging personal history".[15] People magazine gave it a mixed review.[2]

Three years later, journalist John Tierney[image: External link] noted Trump "appears to have ignored some of his own advice" in the book due to "well-publicized problems with his banks."[16] Trump's self-promotion, best-selling book and media celebrity status led one commentator in 2006 to call him "a poster-child for the 'greed is good[image: External link]' 1980s".[17] (The phrase "Greed is good" was from the movie Wall Street[image: External link] which was released a month after The Art of the Deal.)

Jim Geraghty[image: External link] in the National Review[image: External link] said in 2015 that the book showed "a much softer, warmer, and probably happier figure than the man dominating the airwaves today."[5]

John Paul Rollert, an ethicist[image: External link] writing about the book in The Atlantic in 2016, says Trump sees capitalism not as an economic system but a morality play[image: External link].[18]

The book coined the phrase "truthful hyperbole" describing "an innocent form of exaggeration—and... a very effective form of promotion". Schwartz said Trump loved that phrase.[19][20] In January 2017, the phrase was noted for its similarity to the phrase "alternative facts[image: External link]" coined by Counselor to the President[image: External link] Kellyanne Conway when she defended White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer's false statements about the attendance at Trump's inauguration as President of the United States.[21][22][23]
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Trump and Schwartz had an agreement to split royalties from the book on a 50–50 basis.[24][25]

In 1988, Trump set up the Donald J. Trump Foundation to give away royalties from the book's sales, promising four or five million dollars "To the homeless, to Vietnam veterans, for AIDS, multiple sclerosis" in Trump's words.[24][26] According to a Washington Post investigation those donations largely did not happen: the paper said "he gave less to those causes than he did to his older daughter's ballet school."[26] The Washington Post asked Trump's campaign if Trump had donated the $55,000 Trump earned in the first six months of 2016 to charity, as he promised in the 1980s, and it did not respond.[25]

By 2016, Schwartz said he had received some $1.6 million in royalty payments.[24] In October of that year, Schwartz said the royalties he was still receiving for the book "suddenly became, for me, blood money. I didn't want to be anywhere near it. It just feels wrong."[25] As a result, Schwartz said he would be donating the prior 6-months of royalties worth $55,000 to the National Immigration Law Center[image: External link] which advocates for more undocumented immigrants to remain in the USA legally. Schwartz had earlier donated royalties he received in the second half of 2015, worth $25,000, to a number of charities including the National Immigration Forum[image: External link]. Schwartz said he wanted to help the people Trump was attacking.[25]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Book sales




Precise figures for the number of copies sold of Art of the Deal are not available because its publication preceded the Nielsen BookScan[image: External link] era.[14] It had a first printing[image: External link] of 150,000 copies.[8] Several magazine and book accounts state that it sold over 1 million hardcover copies[8] or 1 million copies.[1][9] A 2016 CBS News investigation reported that an unnamed source familiar with the book's sales placed the figure at 1.1 million copies sold.[24]

Trump asserted in his 2016 presidential run that Art of the Deal is "the No. 1 selling business book of all time."[27] In detailed analysis by Linda Qiu in the Tampa Bay Times[image: External link], other business books were found to have sold many more copies than Art of the Deal.[14] Qiu noted it was impossible to find exact sales figures, but gave a range of possibilities based on known claims and facts. Compared to six other famous business books, Art of the Deal ranked in fifth place according to her analysis; the first place book, How to Win Friends and Influence People[image: External link], outsold it by a factor of 15 times.[14]
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	An episode in the third season of Prison Break[image: External link] was named "The Art of the Deal".

	Aspects of the book were used as the basis for the 2016 parody film[image: External link], Donald Trump's The Art of the Deal: The Movie[image: External link].[28]
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Trump: Surviving at the Top






Trump: Surviving at the Top is a 1990 book written by businessman Donald Trump and journalist Charles Leerhsen, and published by Random House. In 1991, Warner Books[image: External link] purchased the paperback[image: External link] rights to the book and re-released it as The Art of Survival.

The photograph used for the book's cover was originally taken by Michael O'Brien[image: External link] for an article of Fortune magazine published on September 11, 1989. The photograph was later installed at the National Portrait Gallery[image: External link] after Trump was elected the 45th President of the United States.[1][2]
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 Synopsis




The book serves as a continuation and response to Trump: The Art of the Deal. In the introduction to the book, Trump wrote "Looking back on it, I see that writing The Art of the Deal was one of the most satisfying and fulfilling experiences of my life."[3] Trump also commented on the debt that he faced after writing The Art of the Deal,[4] as well as the problematic relationship of his then-wife Ivana Trump,[5] claiming that his relationship with Marla Maples was "not the cause of the trouble between Ivana and me".[6]
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 Writing and publication




Trump wrote the book with Charles Leerhsen, who also worked as a senior writer for Newsweek[image: External link] at the time. Trump had considered naming the book Everybody Hates a Winner, stating that he sensed "a lot of jealousy and hostility from many people I do business with or see socially."[7] As the book was being written, Trump was unsure if he would include details regarding his troubled marriage to Ivana Trump.[8]

Peter Osnos, the book's editor, said in June 1990 that the book was being updated repeatedly.[8] Editing of the book was completed on July 16, 1990. The book had initially been scheduled for release in October 1990, but was instead released in August 1990, because of the declining condition of Trump's finances and his separation from Ivana Trump.[5] Because of the success of The Art of the Deal, Random House published and distributed approximately 500,000 copies of Surviving at the Top.[9] After the book's release, Trump stated that it was "a transitional book," and that his next book "will be the real story, describing my comeback and the success of it all."[9]

Warner Books[image: External link] paid Random House nearly $1 million for the paperback[image: External link] rights. Warner Books released the paperback version in July 1991, with a new title: The Art of Survival. Laurence Kirshbaum[image: External link], the then-president of Warner Books, said, "We really thought 'The Art of Survival' was a more apt representation of what has happened in Trump's career recently." A new introduction was written by Trump for the paperback version.[10]
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 Reception




John Rothchild[image: External link], writing for Los Angeles Times, noted the different writing styles between Trump's first two books due to the change in Trump's ghostwriter. Rothchild also commented that Trump featured more pictures of himself with celebrities than his actual buildings.[11] Meanwhile, Gary Bells of Fortune commented that Trump "taking the blame for mistakes is just not his style."[6] Michael Lewis[image: External link], writing for The New York Times, criticized Surviving at the Top, believing that the book "is a portrait of an ego gone haywire".[12]

The book spent seven weeks on the New York Times Best Seller list[image: External link], including two weeks at the number one spot. Trump's previous book, The Art of the Deal, had spent 48 weeks on the list.[9] In October 1990, Trump stated that Random House expected to sell between 200,000 and 250,000 copies of the book, out of the 500,000 copies.[9]

In January 2017, Michael Kranish of Washington Post contrasted Trump's advice in Surviving at the Top to his later book, Think Like a Billionaire, and commented "to read Trump’s books is to find a man of contradiction."[13]
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The America We Deserve






The America We Deserve is a book about public policy[image: External link] written by American businessman Donald Trump, later President of the United States, along with the help of author Dave Shiflett.[1] It was published in January 2000, while Trump was considering running for president in that year's election on the Reform Party[image: External link]'s ticket.[2] The book lists and details a set of policy proposals Trump intended to implement should he ever become president.[1]
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When he ran for president successfully in 2016, Trump frequently cited the book on the campaign trail as proof that he predicted the September 11 attacks[image: External link] that occurred in 2001. This is because he mentioned Osama Bin Laden[image: External link] in the book; however, Trump did not predict that Bin Laden would commit a terrorist attack against the United States.[3] Trump also incorrectly claimed (e.g. in a 2015 interview with Alex Jones) that Bin Laden was not very well known in 2000, and that Trump personally called for someone to "take him out".[4]

Trump also predicted that a major terror attack would soon occur in the U.S., writing, "I really am convinced we're in danger of the sort of terrorist attacks that will make the bombing of the Trade Center[image: External link] look like kids playing with firecrackers."[5] He also expressed anti-illegal immigration views similar to those he espoused during his 2016 presidential campaign; for example, he wrote, "A liberal policy of immigration may seem to reflect confidence and generosity. But our current laxness toward illegal immigration shows a recklessness and disregard for those who live here legally."[6]

Trump also proposed a 14.25% tax on individuals and trusts valued at more than $10 million.[7]
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In The American Spectator[image: External link], Shiflett wrote that "will appeal to the established Trump constituency, but also hopes to show the author as worthy of wider support."[8] Walter Kirn[image: External link] of New York wrote that all the jokes in the book were unintended, and described its best joke as the fact that "Trump seems to think he's writing out of pity, and campaigning because he cares."[9]
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Crippled America






Crippled America: How to Make America Great Again is a book by Donald Trump, published by Simon & Schuster[image: External link] in 2015.[1] It was released on November 3 with Trump holding a signing session in the Trump Tower. It was republished eight months later in trade paperback[image: External link] format as Great Again: How to Fix Our Crippled America.[2] The book was written in the context of Trump's 2016 presidential campaign and aimed to explain some of its rationale.

Trump's campaign spent approximately $[image: External link]55,055 on a bulk purchase of the book. A spokesperson for the Trump campaign said that they purchased the books "as part of gifting at the convention, which we have to do."[3]
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In the book, Trump sets out his position on illegal immigration, stating that the vast majority have come to improve their futures and the futures of their children. He also writes that despite his past affiliation to the Democratic Party[image: External link], he has always held conservative[image: External link] values. Trump informs the reader that despite his previous support for single-payer health care[image: External link], a position held mostly by liberals in America, he has changed his position because "It works incredibly well in Scotland, for example, and maybe it could have worked here at a different time. But not anymore."[1]

Trump writes that he had opposed the Iraq War[image: External link], seeing it as a potential destabilizing force, and sees military intervention as a last resort because "I've seen their broken bodies, know all about the horrors that live in their heads, and the enormous effects of trauma." On the subject of the loan of a million dollars given to him by his father to start his fortune, he says that a similar loan would likely have been given to him by a bank. Elsewhere, Trump reflects that his focus on his work was the cause of his two divorces.[1]

Trump admits that he makes hyperbolic statements because "if you're not afraid to be outspoken, the media will write about you or beg you to come on their shows." He justifies this strategy by saying that he is a businessman and "When was the last time you saw a sign hanging outside a pizzeria claiming 'The Fourth Best Pizza In The World'?!"[1]
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John R. Coyne Jr. of The Washington Times[image: External link] wrote, "Some readers will want more specific approaches to issues."[4]

Jeremy Diamond of CNN described the book as written in "Trump's trademark simple prose, peppered with tangents" as he criticizes Obama and the media.[1]
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NBC






This article is about the television and radio network. For NBC Philippines, see Nation Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link]. For other uses, see NBC (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The National Broadcasting Company (NBC) is an American English language[image: External link] commercial broadcast[image: External link] television network[image: External link] that is a flagship property of NBCUniversal[image: External link], a subsidiary of Comcast[image: External link]. The network is headquartered in the Comcast Building[image: External link] (formerly known as the GE Building[image: External link]) at Rockefeller Center[image: External link] in New York City, with additional major offices near Los Angeles (at Universal City Plaza[image: External link]), Chicago[image: External link] (at the NBC Tower[image: External link]) and soon in Philadelphia[image: External link] at Comcast Innovation and Technology Center[image: External link]. The network is part of the Big Three television networks[image: External link]. NBC is sometimes referred to as the "Peacock Network", in reference to its stylized peacock logo[image: External link], introducted in 1956 to promote the company's innovations in early color broadcasting. It became the network's official emblem in 1979.

Founded in 1926 by the Radio Corporation of America[image: External link] (RCA), NBC is the oldest major broadcast network in the United States. In 1986, control of NBC passed to General Electric[image: External link] (GE) – which previously owned RCA and NBC until 1930, when it was forced to sell the companies as a result of antitrust charges – through its $6.4 billion purchase of RCA. Following the acquisition by GE (which later liquidated RCA), Bob Wright[image: External link] served as chief executive officer[image: External link] of NBC, remaining in that position until his retirement in 2007, when he was succeeded by Jeff Zucker[image: External link]. In 2003, French media company Vivendi[image: External link] merged its entertainment assets with GE, forming NBC Universal. Comcast purchased a controlling interest in the company in 2011, and acquired General Electric's remaining stake in 2013.[1] Following the Comcast merger, Zucker left NBC Universal and was replaced as CEO by Comcast executive Steve Burke[image: External link].

NBC has thirteen owned-and-operated stations[image: External link] and nearly 200 affiliates throughout the United States and its territories, some of which are also available in Canada via pay-television providers or in border areas[image: External link] over-the-air; NBC also maintains brand licensing agreements for international channels in South Korea[image: External link] and Germany.[2]
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During a period of early broadcast business consolidation, radio manufacturer Radio Corporation of America[image: External link] (RCA) acquired New York City radio station WEAF[image: External link] from American Telephone & Telegraph[image: External link] (AT&T). Westinghouse[image: External link], a shareholder in RCA, had a competing outlet in Newark, New Jersey[image: External link] pioneer station WJZ[image: External link] (no relation to the radio[image: External link] and television[image: External link] station in Baltimore[image: External link] currently using those call letters), which also served as the flagship[image: External link] for a loosely structured network. This station was transferred from Westinghouse to RCA in 1923, and moved to New York City.[3]

WEAF acted as a laboratory for AT&T's manufacturing and supply outlet Western Electric[image: External link], whose products included transmitters and antennas. The Bell System[image: External link], AT&T's telephone utility, was developing technologies to transmit voice- and music-grade audio over short and long distances, using both wireless and wired methods. The 1922 creation of WEAF offered a research-and-development center for those activities. WEAF maintained a regular schedule of radio programs, including some of the first commercially sponsored programs, and was an immediate success. In an early example of "chain" or "networking" broadcasting, the station linked with Outlet Company[image: External link]-owned WJAR[image: External link] in Providence, Rhode Island[image: External link]; and with AT&T's station in Washington, D.C., WCAP[image: External link].

New parent RCA saw an advantage in sharing programming, and after getting a license for radio station WRC[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., in 1923, attempted to transmit audio between cities via low-quality telegraph[image: External link] lines. AT&T refused outside companies access to its high-quality phone lines. The early effort fared poorly, since the uninsulated telegraph lines were susceptible to atmospheric and other electrical interference.

In 1925, AT&T decided that WEAF and its embryonic network were incompatible with the company's primary goal of providing a telephone service. AT&T offered to sell the station to RCA in a deal that included the right to lease AT&T's phone lines for network transmission.[4]
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Main articles: NBC Red Network[image: External link] and Blue Network[image: External link]


RCA spent $1 million to purchase WEAF and Washington sister station WCAP, shut down the latter station, and merged its facilities with surviving station WRC; in late 1926, it subsequently announced the creation of a new division known as the National Broadcasting Company.[5] The division's ownership was split among RCA (a majority partner at 50%), its founding corporate parent General Electric[image: External link] (which owned 30%) and Westinghouse (which owned the remaining 20%). NBC officially started broadcasting on November 15, 1926.

WEAF and WJZ, the flagships of the two earlier networks, were operated side-by-side for about a year as part of the new NBC. On January 1, 1927, NBC formally divided their respective marketing strategies: the "Red Network[image: External link]" offered commercially sponsored entertainment and music programming; the "Blue Network[image: External link]" mostly carried sustaining – or non-sponsored – broadcasts, especially news and cultural programs. Various histories of NBC suggest the color designations for the two networks came from the color of the pushpins[image: External link] NBC engineers used to designate affiliates of WEAF (red) and WJZ (blue), or from the use of double-ended red and blue colored pencils.

On April 5, 1927, NBC expanded to the West Coast with the launch of the NBC Orange Network, also known as the Pacific Coast Network. This was followed by the debut of the NBC Gold Network, also known as the Pacific Gold Network, on October 18, 1931. The Orange Network carried Red Network programming, and the Gold Network carried programming from the Blue Network. Initially, the Orange Network recreated Eastern Red Network programming for West Coast stations at KPO[image: External link] in San Francisco. The Orange Network name was removed from use in 1936, and the network's affiliate[image: External link] stations became part of the Red Network. At the same time, the Gold Network became part of the Blue Network. In the 1930s, NBC also developed a network for shortwave[image: External link] radio stations, called the NBC White Network.

In 1927, NBC moved its operations to 711 Fifth Avenue in Manhattan[image: External link], occupying the upper floors of a building designed by architect Floyd Brown.[6] The space that NBC occupied was designed by Raymond Hood[image: External link], who based the appearance of its multiple studio facilities on "a Gothic church, the Roman forum, a Louis XIV[image: External link] room and, in a space devoted to jazz, something 'wildly futuristic, with plenty of color in bizarre designs.'"[6] NBC outgrew the Fifth Avenue facilities in 1933.[6]

In 1930, General Electric was charged with antitrust violations, resulting in the company's decision to divest itself of RCA. The newly separate company signed leases to move its corporate headquarters into the new Rockefeller Center[image: External link] in 1931. John D. Rockefeller, Jr.[image: External link], founder and financier of Rockefeller Center, arranged the deal with GE chairman Owen D. Young[image: External link] and RCA president David Sarnoff[image: External link]. When it moved into the complex in 1933, RCA became the lead tenant at 30 Rockefeller Plaza, known as the "RCA Building" (later the GE Building, now the Comcast Building), which housed NBC's production studios as well as theaters for RCA-owned RKO Pictures[image: External link].[7]
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Main article: NBC chimes[image: External link]


The iconic three-note NBC chimes[image: External link] came about after several years of development. The three-note sequence, G-E'-C', was first heard over Red Network affiliate WSB[image: External link] in Atlanta,[8] with a second inversion[image: External link] C Major triad[image: External link] as its outline. An executive at NBC's New York headquarters heard the WSB version of the notes during the networked broadcast of a Georgia Tech football[image: External link] game and asked permission to use it on the national network. NBC started to use the chimes sequence in 1931, and it eventually became the first audio trademark[image: External link] to be accepted by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office[image: External link].[9][10]

A variant sequence with an additional note, G-E'-C'-G, known as "the fourth chime", was used during significant events of extreme urgency (including during World War II, especially in the wake of the December 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link]; on D-Day[image: External link] and during disasters). The NBC chimes were mechanized in 1932 by Rangertone founder Richard H. Ranger[image: External link]; their purpose was to send a low-level signal of constant amplitude that would be heard by the various switching stations manned by NBC and AT&T engineers, and to be used as a system cue for switching individual stations between the Red and Blue network feeds. Contrary to popular legend, the G-E'-C' notes were not originally intended to reference to the General Electric Company (an early shareholder in NBC's founding parent RCA and whose Schenectady, New York[image: External link] radio station, WGY[image: External link], was an early affiliate of NBC Red). The three-note sequence remains in use by the NBC television network, most notably incorporated into the John Williams[image: External link]-composed theme music used by NBC News, "The Mission[image: External link]" (first composed in 1985 for NBC Nightly News[image: External link]).
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Further information: Blue Network[image: External link] and American Broadcasting Company[image: External link]


In 1934, the Mutual Broadcasting System[image: External link] filed a complaint to the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC), following the government agency's creation, claiming it ran into difficulties trying to establish new radio stations in a market largely controlled by NBC and the Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS). In 1938, the FCC began a series of investigations into the monopolistic[image: External link] effects of network broadcasting. A report published by the Commission in 1939 found that NBC's two networks and its owned-and-operated stations dominated audiences, affiliates and advertising in American radio; this led the Commission to file an order to RCA to divest itself of either NBC Red or NBC Blue.

After Mutual's appeals were rejected by the FCC, RCA filed its own appeal to overturn the divestiture order. However, in 1941, the company decided to sell NBC Blue in the event its appeal was denied. The Blue Network was formally named NBC Blue Network, Inc. and NBC Red became NBC Red Network, Inc. for corporate purposes. Both networks formally divorced their operations on January 8, 1942,[11] with the Blue Network being referred to on-air as either "Blue" or "Blue Network", and Blue Network Company, Inc. serving as its official corporate name. NBC Red, meanwhile, became known on-air as simply "NBC".[12] Investment firm Dillon, Read & Co.[image: External link] placed a $7.5 million bid for NBC Blue, an offer that was rejected by NBC executive Mark Woods and RCA president David Sarnoff[image: External link].

After losing on final appeal before the U.S. Supreme Court in May 1943, RCA sold Blue Network Company, Inc., for $8 million to the American Broadcasting System, a recently founded company owned by Life Savers[image: External link] magnate Edward J. Noble[image: External link]. After the sale was completed on October 12, 1943,[13] Noble acquired the rights to the Blue Network name, leases on landlines, the New York studios, two-and-a-half radio stations (WJZ in Newark/New York City; KGO[image: External link] in San Francisco and WENR in Chicago[image: External link], which shared a frequency with Prairie Farmer station WLS[image: External link]); contracts with actors; and agreements with around 60 affiliates. In turn, to comply with FCC radio station ownership limits of the time, Noble sold off his existing New York City radio station WMCA[image: External link]. Noble, who wanted a better name for the network, acquired the branding rights to the "American Broadcasting Company[image: External link]" name from George B. Storer[image: External link] in 1944. The Blue Network became ABC officially on June 15, 1945, after the sale was completed.[4][14][15]
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Main article: NBC Radio Network[image: External link]


NBC became home to many of the most popular performers and programs on the air. Al Jolson[image: External link], Jack Benny[image: External link], Edgar Bergen[image: External link], Bob Hope[image: External link], Fred Allen[image: External link], and Burns and Allen[image: External link] called NBC home, as did Arturo Toscanini[image: External link]'s NBC Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], which the network helped him create. Other programs featured on the network included Vic and Sade[image: External link], Fibber McGee and Molly[image: External link], The Great Gildersleeve[image: External link] (arguably broadcasting's first spin-off[image: External link] program, from Fibber McGee), One Man's Family[image: External link], Ma Perkins[image: External link] and Death Valley Days[image: External link]. NBC stations were often the most powerful, and some occupied unique clear-channel[image: External link] national frequencies, reaching hundreds or thousands of miles at night.

In the late 1940s, rival CBS gained ground by allowing radio stars to use their own production companies to produce programs, which became a profitable move for much of its talent. In the early years of radio, stars and programs commonly hopped between networks when their short-term contracts expired. During 1948 and 1949, beginning with the nation's top radio star, Jack Benny, many NBC performers – including Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy[image: External link], Burns and Allen and Frank Sinatra[image: External link] – jumped to CBS.

In addition, NBC stars began migrating to television, including comedian Milton Berle[image: External link], whose Texaco Star Theater[image: External link] on the network became television's first major hit. Conductor Arturo Toscanini[image: External link] conducted the NBC Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] in ten television concerts on NBC between 1948 and 1952. The concerts were broadcast on both television and radio, in what perhaps was the first such instance of simulcasting[image: External link]. Two of the concerts were historic firsts – the first complete telecast of Beethoven's Symphony No. 9[image: External link], and the first complete telecast of Verdi[image: External link]'s Aida[image: External link] (starring Herva Nelli[image: External link] and Richard Tucker[image: External link]), performed in concert rather than with scenery and costumes.

Aiming to keep classic radio alive as television matured, and to challenge CBS's Sunday night radio lineup, which featured much of the programs and talent that had moved to that network following the defection of Jack Benny to CBS, NBC launched The Big Show[image: External link] in November 1950. This 90-minute variety show updated radio's earliest musical variety style with sophisticated comedy and dramatic presentations. Featuring stage legend Tallulah Bankhead[image: External link] as hostess, it lured prestigious entertainers, including Fred Allen, Groucho Marx[image: External link], Lauritz Melchior[image: External link], Ethel Barrymore[image: External link], Louis Armstrong[image: External link], Ethel Merman[image: External link], Bob Hope, Danny Thomas[image: External link], Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.[image: External link] and Ella Fitzgerald[image: External link]. However, The Big Show's initial success did not last despite critical praise, as most of its potential listeners were increasingly becoming television viewers. The show lasted two years, with NBC losing around $1 million on the project (the network was only able to sell advertising time during the middle half-hour of the program each week).

NBC's last major radio programming push, beginning on June 12, 1955, was Monitor[image: External link], a creation of NBC President Sylvester "Pat" Weaver[image: External link], who also created the innovative programs Today, The Tonight Show[image: External link] and Home for the companion television network. Monitor was a continuous all-weekend mixture of music, news, interviews and features, with a variety of hosts including well-known television personalities Dave Garroway[image: External link], Hugh Downs[image: External link], Ed McMahon[image: External link], Joe Garagiola[image: External link] and Gene Rayburn[image: External link]. The potpourri show tried to keep vintage radio alive by featuring segments from Jim and Marian Jordan (in character as Fibber McGee and Molly); Peg Lynch[image: External link]'s dialog comedy Ethel and Albert[image: External link] (with Alan Bunce); and iconoclastic satirist Henry Morgan[image: External link]. Monitor was a success for a number of years, but after the mid-1960s, local stations, especially those in larger markets, were reluctant to break from their established formats to run non-conforming network programming. One exception was Toscanini: The Man Behind the Legend, a weekly series commemorating the great conductor's NBC broadcasts and recordings which ran for several years beginning in 1963.[16] After Monitor ended its 20-year run on January 26, 1975, little remained of NBC network radio beyond hourly newscasts and news features, and Sunday morning religious program The Eternal Light[image: External link].
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On June 18, 1975, NBC launched the NBC News and Information Service (NIS), which provided up to 55 minutes of news per hour around the clock to local stations that wanted to adopt an all-news radio[image: External link] format. NBC carried the service on WRC in Washington, and on its owned-and-operated FM stations in New York City, Chicago and San Francisco. NIS attracted several dozen subscribing stations, but by the fall of 1976, NBC determined that it could not project that the service would ever become profitable and gave its affiliates six months' notice that it would be discontinued. NIS ended operations on May 29, 1977. In 1979, NBC launched The Source, a modestly successful secondary network providing news and short features to FM[image: External link] rock[image: External link] stations.[4]

The NBC Radio Network also pioneered personal advice call-in national talk radio with a satellite-distributed evening talk show, TalkNet; the program featured Bruce Williams (providing personal financial advice), Bernard Meltzer (personal and financial advice) and Sally Jessy Raphael[image: External link] (personal and romantic advice). While never much of a ratings success, TalkNet nonetheless helped further the national talk radio format. For affiliates, many of them struggling AM stations, TalkNet helped fill evening time slots with free programming, allowing the stations to sell local advertising in a dynamic format without the cost associated with producing local programming. Some in the industry feared this trend would lead to increasing control of radio content by networks and syndicators.

General Electric acquired RCA in 1986, and with it NBC, signaling the beginning of the end of NBC Radio. Three factors led to the radio division's demise: GE decided that radio did not fit its strategy, while the radio division had not been profitable for many years. In addition, FCC ownership rules at the time prevented companies acquiring broadcast properties from owning both a radio and television division. In the summer of 1987, GE sold NBC Radio's network operations to Westwood One[image: External link], and sold off the NBC-owned stations to various buyers. By 1990, the NBC Radio Network as an independent programming service was pretty much dissolved, becoming a brand name for content produced by Westwood One, and ultimately by, ironically, CBS Radio[image: External link]. The Mutual Broadcasting System, which Westwood One had acquired two years earlier, met the same fate, and essentially merged with NBC Radio.

GE's divestiture of NBC's entire radio division was the first cannon shot of what would play out in the national broadcast media, as each of the Big Three broadcast networks were soon acquired by other corporate entities. NBC was a particularly noteworthy case in that it was the first to be acquired – and was bought by a conglomerate outside the broadcast industry as GE otherwise primarily served as a manufacturing company. Prior to the GE acquisition, NBC operated its radio division partly out of tradition, and partly to meet its then-FCC-mandated requirement to distribute programming for the public good (the broadcast airwaves are owned by the public; as that broadcast spectrum is limited and only so many broadcast stations existed, this served as the basis for government regulation requiring broadcasters to provide certain content that meets the needs of the public). Syndicators such as Westwood One were not subject to such rules as they did not own any stations. GE's divestiture of NBC Radio – known as "America's First Network" – in many ways marked the "beginning of the end" of the old era of regulated broadcasting and the ushering in of the new, largely unregulated industry that is present today.

By the late 1990s, Westwood One was producing NBC Radio-branded newscasts on weekday mornings. These were discontinued in 1999 (along with Mutual branded newscasts), and the few remaining NBC Radio Network affiliates became affiliates of CNN Radio, carrying the Westwood-owned service's hourly newscasts 24 hours a day. In 2003, Westwood One began distributing NBC News Radio, a new service featuring minute-long news updates read by television anchors and reporters from NBC News and MSNBC, with content written by Westwood One employees.
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On March 1, 2012, Dial Global[image: External link] announced that it would discontinue CNN Radio, and replace it with an expansion of NBC News Radio on April 1, 2012. This marked the first time since Westwood One's purchase of NBC Radio and its properties that NBC would have a 24-hour presence on radio. A previous program, First Light, placed new emphasis on the NBC brand after diminishing it over the years. With the change, NBC News Radio expanded its offerings from 60-second news updates airing only on weekdays to feature two hourly full-length newscasts 24 hours a day. Subsequently, on September 4, 2012, Dial Global launched a sports-talk radio service, NBC Sports Radio[image: External link].

NBC News Radio[image: External link] has been distributed by iHeartMedia[image: External link] and its TTWN Networks since July 2016. It is provided to the network's 24/7 News Source affiliates and includes a top of the hour newscast along with other audio content which is heard on over 1000 radio stations.[17]
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For many years, NBC was closely identified with David Sarnoff, who used it as a vehicle to sell consumer electronics. RCA and Sarnoff had captured the spotlight by introducing all-electronic television to the public at the 1939–40 New York World's Fair[image: External link], simultaneously initiating a regular schedule of programs on the NBC-RCA television station in New York City. President Franklin D. Roosevelt appeared at the fair before the NBC camera, becoming the first U.S. president to appear on television on April 30, 1939 (an actual, off-the-monitor photograph[image: External link] of the FDR telecast is available at the David Sarnoff Library). The broadcast was transmitted by NBC's New York television station W2XBS[image: External link] Channel 1[image: External link] (later WNBC-TV; now WNBC, channel 4) and was seen by about 1,000 viewers within the station's roughly 40-mile (64 km) coverage area from its transmitter at the Empire State Building.

The following day (May 1), four models of RCA television sets went on sale to the general public in various department stores around New York City, which were promoted in a series of splashy newspaper ads.[18] DuMont Laboratories[image: External link] (and others) had actually offered the first home sets in 1938 in anticipation of NBC's announced April 1939 television launch. Later in 1939, NBC took its cameras to professional football and baseball games in the New York City area, establishing many "firsts" in television broadcasting.

Reportedly, the first NBC Television "network" program was broadcast on January 12, 1940, when a play titled Meet The Wife was originated at the W2XBS studios at Rockefeller Center and rebroadcast by W2XB/W2XAF (now WRGB[image: External link]) in Schenectady, which received the New York station directly off-air from a tower atop a mountain and relayed the live signal to the Capital District[image: External link]. About this time, occasional special events were also broadcast in Philadelphia[image: External link] (over W3XE, later called WPTZ, now known as KYW-TV[image: External link]) as well as Schenectady. The most ambitious NBC television "network" program of the pre-war era was the telecast of the Republican National Convention held in Philadelphia in the summer of 1940, which was fed live to the New York City and Schenectady stations.[19] However, despite major promotion by RCA, television sales in New York during 1939 and 1940 were disappointing, primarily due to the high cost of the sets, and the lack of compelling regularly scheduled programming. Most sets were sold to bars, hotels and other public places, where the general public viewed special sports and news events. One special event was Franklin D. Roosevelt's second and final appearance on live television, when his speech at Madison Square Garden on October 28, 1940, was telecast over W2XBS to receivers in the New York City area.[20]

Television's experimental period ended, as the FCC allowed full-fledged commercial television broadcasts to begin on July 1, 1941. NBC station W2XBS in New York City received the first commercial license, adopting the call letters WNBT. The first official, paid television advertisement broadcast by any U.S. station was for watch manufacturer Bulova[image: External link], which aired that day, just before the start of a Brooklyn Dodgers[image: External link] baseball telecast on WNBT. The ad consisted of test pattern[image: External link], featuring the newly assigned WNBT call letters, which was modified to resemble a clock – complete with functioning hands – with the Bulova logo (featuring the phrase "Bulova Watch Time") in the lower right-hand quadrant of the test pattern (a photograph of the NBC camera setting up the test pattern-advertisement for that ad can be seen at this page[image: External link]). Among the programs that aired during the first week of WNBT's new, commercial schedule was The Sunoco News, a simulcast of the Sun Oil[image: External link]-sponsored NBC Radio program anchored by Lowell Thomas[image: External link]; amateur boxing at Jamaica Arena[image: External link]; the Eastern Clay Courts tennis championships; programming from the USO[image: External link]; the spelling bee[image: External link]-type game show Words on the Wing; a few feature films; and a one-time-only, test broadcast of the game show Truth or Consequences[image: External link], sponsored by Lever Brothers[image: External link].[21]

Prior to the first commercial television broadcasts and paid advertisements on WNBT, non-paid television advertising existed on an experimental basis dating back to 1930. NBC's earliest non-paid television commercials may have been those seen during the first Major League Baseball[image: External link] game ever telecast, between the Brooklyn Dodgers and Cincinnati Reds[image: External link], on August 26, 1939 over W2XBS. In order to secure the rights to televise the game, NBC allowed each of the Dodgers' regular radio sponsors at the time to have one commercial during the telecast. The ads were conducted by Dodgers announcer Red Barber: for Ivory Soap[image: External link], he held up a bar of the product; for Mobilgas[image: External link] he put on a filling station attendant's cap while giving his spiel; and for Wheaties[image: External link] he poured a bowl of the product, added milk and bananas, and took a big spoonful.[22] Limited, commercial programming continued until the U.S. entered World War II. Telecasts were curtailed in the early years of the war, then expanded as NBC began to prepare for full-time service upon the end of the war. Even before the war concluded, a few programs were sent from New York City to affiliated stations in Philadelphia ( WPTZ[image: External link]) and Albany[image: External link]/Schenectady (WRGB) on a regular weekly schedule beginning in 1944, the first of which is generally considered to be the pioneering special interest/documentary show The Voice of Firestone Televues, a television offshoot of The Voice of Firestone[image: External link], a mainstay on NBC radio since 1928, which was transmitted from New York City to Philadelphia and Schenectady on a regular, weekly basis beginning on April 10, 1944.[23] The series is considered to be the NBC television network's first regularly scheduled program.

On V-E Day[image: External link], May 8, 1945, WNBT broadcast several hours of news coverage, and remotes from around New York City. This event was promoted in advance by NBC with a direct-mail card sent to television set owners in the New York area.[24] At one point, a WNBT camera placed atop the marquee of the Hotel Astor[image: External link] panned the crowd below celebrating the end of the war in Europe.[25] The vivid coverage was a prelude to television's rapid growth after the war ended.

The NBC television network grew from its initial post-war lineup of four stations. The 1947 World Series[image: External link] featured two New York City area teams (the Yankees[image: External link] and the Dodgers), and television sales boomed locally, since the games were being telecast in the New York market. Additional stations along the East Coast and in the Midwest were connected by coaxial cable through the late 1940s, and in September 1951 the first transcontinental telecasts took place.

The post-war 1940s and early 1950s brought success for NBC in the new medium. Television's first major star, Milton Berle, whose Texaco Star Theatre began in June 1948, drew the first large audiences to NBC Television. Under its innovative president, Sylvester "Pat" Weaver, the network launched Today and The Tonight Show, which would bookend the broadcast day for over 50 years, and which still lead their competitors. Weaver, who also launched the genre of periodic 90-minute network "spectaculars", network-produced motion pictures[image: External link] and the live 90-minute Sunday afternoon series Wide Wide World[image: External link], left the network in 1955 in a dispute with its chairman David Sarnoff, who subsequently named his son Robert Sarnoff as president.

In 1951, NBC commissioned Italian-American composer Gian Carlo Menotti[image: External link] to compose the first opera ever written for television; Menotti came up with Amahl and the Night Visitors[image: External link], a 45-minute work for which he wrote both music and libretto, about a disabled shepherd boy who meets the Three Wise Men[image: External link] and is miraculously cured when he offers his crutch to the newborn Christ Child[image: External link]. It was such a stunning success that it was repeated every year on NBC from 1951 to 1966, when a dispute between Menotti and NBC ended the broadcasts. However, by 1978, Menotti and NBC had patched things up, and an all-new production of the opera, filmed partly on location in the Middle East, was telecast that year.
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Main article: Color television[image: External link]


While rivals CBS and the DuMont Television Network[image: External link] also had plans to begin offering color television broadcasts, RCA convinced the FCC to approve its color system in December 1953. NBC was ready with color programming within days of the Commission's decision. NBC began the transition with a few shows in 1954, and broadcast its first program to air all episodes in color beginning that summer, The Marriage[image: External link].

In 1955, NBC broadcast a live production in color of Peter Pan[image: External link], a new Broadway[image: External link] musical adaptation of J. M. Barrie[image: External link]'s beloved play, on the Producers' Showcase[image: External link] anthology series, The first such telecast of its kind, the broadcast starred the musical's entire original cast, led by Mary Martin[image: External link] as Peter and Cyril Ritchard[image: External link] in a dual role as Mr. Darling and Captain Hook[image: External link]. The broadcast drew the highest ratings for a television program for that period. It was so successful that NBC restaged it as a live broadcast a mere ten months later; in 1960, long after Producers' Showcase had ended its run, Peter Pan, with most of the 1955 cast, was restaged again, this time as a standalone special[image: External link], and was videotaped so that it would no longer have to be performed live on television.

In 1956, NBC started a subsidiary, California National Productions[image: External link] (CNP), for merchandising, syndication and NBC opera company operations with the production of Silent Services.[26] By 1957, NBC planned to remove the opera company from CNP and[26] CNP was in discussion with MGM Television[image: External link] about handling syndication distribution for MGM series.[26]

During a National Association of Broadcasters[image: External link] meeting in Chicago in 1956, NBC announced that its owned-and-operated station in that market, WNBQ (now WMAQ-TV[image: External link]), had become the first television station in the country to broadcast its programming in color (airing at least six hours of color broadcasts each day). In 1959, NBC premiered a televised version of the radio program The Bell Telephone Hour[image: External link], which aired in color from its debut; the program would continue on the NBC television network for nine more years until it ended in 1968.

In 1961, NBC approached Walt Disney about acquiring the rights to his anthology series[image: External link], offering to produce the program in color. Disney was in the midst of negotiating a new contract to keep the program (then known as Walt Disney Presents) on ABC, however ABC president Leonard Goldenson[image: External link] said that it could not counter the offer, as the network did not have the technical and financial resources to carry the program in color. Disney subsequently struck a deal with NBC, which began airing the anthology series in the format in September 1961 (as Walt Disney's Wonderful World of Color). As many of the Disney programs that aired in black-and-white on ABC were actually filmed in color, they could easily be re-aired in the format on the NBC broadcasts. In January 1962, NBC's telecast of the Rose Bowl[image: External link] became the first college football[image: External link] game ever to be telecast in color.

By 1963, much of NBC's prime time[image: External link] schedule was presented in color, although some popular series (such as The Man from U.N.C.L.E.[image: External link], which premiered in late 1964) were broadcast in black-and-white for their entire first season. In the fall of 1965, NBC was broadcasting 95% of its prime time schedule in color (with the exceptions of I Dream of Jeannie[image: External link] and Convoy[image: External link]), and began billing itself as "The Full Color Network." Without television sets to sell, rival networks followed more slowly, finally committing to an all-color lineup in prime time in the 1966–67 season[image: External link]. Days of Our Lives[image: External link] became the first soap opera to premiere in color, when it debuted in November 1965.

NBC contracted with Universal Studios[image: External link] in 1964 to produce the first feature-length film produced for television, See How They Run[image: External link], which first aired on October 17, 1964; its second television movie, The Hanged Man[image: External link], aired six weeks later on November 28. Even while the presentations performed well in the ratings, NBC did not broadcast another made-for-TV film for two years.[27]

In 1967, NBC reached a deal with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (MGM) to acquire the broadcast rights to the classic 1939 film The Wizard of Oz[image: External link]. CBS, which had televised the film annually since 1956, refused to meet MGM's increased fee to renew its television rights. Oz had been, up to then, one of the few programs that CBS had telecast in color. However, by 1967, color broadcasts had become standard on television, and the film simply became another title in the list of specials that NBC telecast in the format. The film's showings on NBC were distinctive as it televised The Wizard of Oz without a hosted introduction, as CBS had long done; it was also slightly edited for time in order to make room to air more commercials. Despite the cuts, however, it continued to score excellent television ratings in those pre-VCR days, as audiences were generally unable to see the film any other way at that time. NBC aired The Wizard of Oz each year from 1968 to 1976, when CBS, realizing that they may have committed a colossal blunder by letting a huge ratings success like Oz go to another network, agreed to pay MGM more money to re-acquire the rights to show the film.

The late 1960s brought big changes in the programming practices of the major television networks. As baby boomers[image: External link] reached adulthood, NBC, CBS and ABC began to realize that much of their existing programming had not only been running for years, but had audiences that skewed older. In order to attract the large youth population that was highly attractive to advertisers, the networks moved to clean house of a number of veteran shows. In NBC's case, this included programs like The Bell Telephone Hour and Sing Along With Mitch[image: External link], which both had an average viewer age of 50. During this period, the networks came to define adults between the ages of 18 and 49 as their main target audience, although depending on the show, this could be subdivided into other age demos: 35–45, 18–25 or 18–35. Regardless of the exact target demographic, the general idea was to appeal to viewers who were not close to retirement age and to modernize television programming, which the networks felt overall was stuck in a 1950s mentality, to closely resemble contemporary American society.
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The 1970s started strongly for NBC thanks to hits like Adam-12[image: External link], Rowan & Martin's Laugh-In[image: External link], Ironside[image: External link], The Dean Martin Show[image: External link] and The Flip Wilson Show[image: External link]. However, despite the success of such new shows as the NBC Mystery Movie[image: External link], Sanford and Son[image: External link], Chico and the Man[image: External link], Little House on the Prairie[image: External link], The Midnight Special[image: External link], The Rockford Files[image: External link], Police Woman[image: External link] and Emergency![image: External link], as well as continued success from veterans like The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson[image: External link] and The Wonderful World of Disney[image: External link], the network entered a slump in the middle of the decade. Disney, in particular, saw its ratings nosedive once CBS put 60 Minutes up against the program in the Sunday 7:00 p.m. time slot in the 1975–76 season[image: External link].

In 1974, under new president Herb Schlosser, the network tried to attract younger viewers with a series of costly movies, miniseries[image: External link] and specials. This failed to attract the desirable 18–34 demographic, and simultaneously alienated older viewers.[28] None of the new prime-time shows that NBC introduced in the fall of 1975 earned a second season renewal, all failing in the face of established competition. The network's lone breakout success that season was the groundbreaking late-night comedy/variety show, NBC's Saturday Night – which would be renamed Saturday Night Live[image: External link] in 1976, after the cancellation of a Howard Cosell-hosted program of the same title[image: External link] on ABC – which replaced reruns of The Tonight Show that previously aired in its Saturday time slot.

In 1978, Schlosser was promoted to executive vice president at RCA,[29] and a desperate NBC lured Fred Silverman[image: External link] away from top-rated ABC to turn its fortunes around. With the notable exceptions of CHiPs[image: External link], Diff'rent Strokes[image: External link] and its spin-off The Facts of Life[image: External link], Real People[image: External link] and the miniseries Shōgun[image: External link], Silverman was unable to pull out a hit. Failures accumulated rapidly under his watch (such as Hello, Larry[image: External link], Supertrain[image: External link], Pink Lady and Jeff[image: External link], The Krofft Superstar Hour[image: External link] and The Waverly Wonders[image: External link]). Ironically, many of them were beaten in the ratings by shows that Silverman had greenlit during his previous tenures at CBS and ABC.

During this time, several longtime affiliates also defected from NBC in markets such as Atlanta ( WSB-TV[image: External link]), Baltimore[image: External link] ( WBAL-TV[image: External link]), Baton Rouge[image: External link] ( WBRZ-TV[image: External link]), Charlotte[image: External link] ( WSOC-TV[image: External link]), Dayton[image: External link] ( WDTN[image: External link]), Indianapolis[image: External link] ( WRTV[image: External link]), Jacksonville[image: External link] ( WTLV[image: External link]), Minneapolis-St. Paul[image: External link] ( KSTP-TV[image: External link]), San Diego[image: External link] ( KGTV[image: External link]), Schenectady (WRGB) and Wheeling[image: External link] ( WTRF-TV[image: External link]). Most were wooed away by ABC, which had lifted out of last place to become the #1 network during the late 1970s and early 1980s, while WBAL-TV, WRGB and WTRF-TV went to CBS; WBAL-TV was originally to go to ABC, but the station decided against it because ABC's evening newscasts[image: External link] had attracted ratings too dismal for them to consider doing so.[30][31] In the case of WSB-TV and WSOC-TV, which have both since become ABC affiliates, both stations were (and remain) under common ownership with Cox Enterprises[image: External link], with its other NBC affiliate at the time, WIIC-TV in Pittsburgh[image: External link] (which would become WPXI[image: External link] in 1981 and also remains owned by Cox), only staying with the network because WIIC-TV itself was a distant third to CBS-affiliated powerhouse KDKA-TV[image: External link] and ABC affiliate WTAE-TV[image: External link] (KDKA-TV, owned at the time by Group W[image: External link] and now owned by CBS[image: External link], infamously passed up affiliating with NBC after Westinghouse[image: External link] bought the station from DuMont in 1954, leading to an acrimonious relationship between NBC and Westinghouse that lasted for years afterward). In markets such as San Diego, Charlotte and Jacksonville, NBC had little choice but to affiliate with a UHF[image: External link] station, with the San Diego station ( KNSD[image: External link]) eventually becoming an NBC O&O. In Wheeling, NBC ultimately upgraded its affiliation when it partnered with WTOV-TV[image: External link] in nearby Steubenville, Ohio[image: External link], overtaking former affiliate WTRF-TV in the ratings by a large margin. Other smaller television markets like Yuma, Arizona[image: External link] waited many years to get another local NBC affiliate (first with KIVA[image: External link], and later KYMA[image: External link]). The stations in Baltimore, Dayton and Jacksonville, however, have since rejoined the network.

After President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] pulled the U.S. team out of the 1980 Summer Olympics[image: External link], NBC canceled a planned 150 hours of coverage (which had cost $87 million for the broadcast rights), placing the network's future in doubt. It had been counting on the broadcasts to help promote its new fall shows, and had been estimated to pull in $170 million in advertising revenue.[32]

The press was merciless towards Silverman, but the two most savage attacks on his leadership came from within the network. The company that composed the promotional theme for NBC's "Proud as a Peacock[image: External link]" image campaign created a parody song called "Loud as a Peacock," which was broadcast on Don Imus[image: External link]' program on WNBC radio in New York. Its lyrics blamed Silverman for the network's problems ("The Peacock's dead, so thank you, Fred"). An angered Silverman ordered all remaining copies of the spoof destroyed, although some copies remain in circulation. Saturday Night Live writer and occasional performer Al Franken[image: External link] satirized Silverman in a sketch on the program titled "Limo for a Lame-O". Silverman later admitted he "never liked Al Franken to begin with", and the sketch ruined Franken's chance of succeeding Lorne Michaels[image: External link] as executive producer of SNL following his 1980 departure (with the position going to Jean Doumanian[image: External link], who was fired after one season following declining ratings and negative critical reviews. Michaels would later return to the show in 1985).[33]
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Fred Silverman resigned as entertainment president in the summer of 1981. Grant Tinker[image: External link], a highly regarded producer who co-founded MTM Enterprises[image: External link] with then-wife Mary Tyler Moore[image: External link], became president of the network and Brandon Tartikoff[image: External link] became president of the entertainment division. Tartikoff inherited a schedule full of aging dramas and very few sitcoms, but showed patience with promising programs. One such show was the critically acclaimed Hill Street Blues[image: External link], which suffered from poor ratings during its first season. Rather than canceling the show, he moved the Emmy Award-winning police drama from Steven Bochco[image: External link] to Thursdays, where its ratings improved dramatically. He used the same tactics with St. Elsewhere[image: External link] and Cheers[image: External link]. Shows like these were able to get the same ad revenue as their higher-rated competition because of their desirable demographics, upscale adults ages 18–34.[34] While the network claimed moderate successes with Gimme a Break![image: External link], Silver Spoons[image: External link], Knight Rider[image: External link] and Remington Steele[image: External link], its biggest hit during this period was The A-Team[image: External link], which, at 10th place, was the network's only program to rank in the Nielsen[image: External link] Top-20 for the 1982–83 season[image: External link], and ascended to third place the following year. These shows helped NBC through the disastrous 1983–84 season[image: External link], which saw none of its nine new fall shows gaining a second year.[35]

In February 1982, NBC canceled Tom Snyder[image: External link]'s The Tomorrow Show[image: External link] and gave the 12:35 a.m. time slot to 34-year-old comedian David Letterman[image: External link]. Though Letterman was unsuccessful with his weekday morning talk show effort[image: External link] for the network (which debuted on June 23, 1980), Late Night with David Letterman[image: External link] proved much more successful, lasting for 11 years and serving as the launching pad for another late-night talk franchise[image: External link] that continues to this day.

In 1984, the huge success of The Cosby Show[image: External link] led to a renewed interest in sitcoms, while Family Ties[image: External link] and Cheers, both of which premiered in 1982 to mediocre ratings (the latter ranking at near dead last among all network shows during the 1982–83 season), saw their viewership increase from having Cosby as a lead-in. The network rose from third place to second in the ratings during the 1984–85 season[image: External link] and reached first place in 1985–86[image: External link], with hits The Golden Girls[image: External link], Miami Vice[image: External link], 227[image: External link], Night Court[image: External link], Highway to Heaven[image: External link] and Hunter[image: External link]. The network's upswing continued late into the decade with ALF[image: External link], Amen[image: External link], Matlock[image: External link], L.A. Law[image: External link], The Hogan Family[image: External link], A Different World[image: External link], Empty Nest[image: External link], Unsolved Mysteries[image: External link] and In the Heat of the Night[image: External link]. In 1986, Bob Wright[image: External link] was appointed as chairman of NBC.

In the fall of 1987, NBC conceived a syndication package for its owned-and-operated stations, under the brand "Prime Time Begins at 7:30", consisting of five sitcoms that each aired once a week, and were produced by various production companies contracted by NBC. The series included Marblehead Manor[image: External link] (from Paramount Television[image: External link], airing Mondays), centering on a mansion owner and the people who live with him;[36] She's the Sheriff[image: External link] (from Lorimar-Telepictures[image: External link] and airing Tuesdays), a comeback vehicle for Suzanne Somers[image: External link] which cast her as a widowed county sheriff;[36] a series adapted from the George S. Kaufman[image: External link] play You Can't Take It with You[image: External link] (airing Wednesdays), starring Harry Morgan[image: External link]; Out of This World[image: External link] (from MCA Television[image: External link] and airing Thursdays), which starred Maureen Flannigan[image: External link] as a teenager born to an alien father and human mother that develops supernatural abilities on her 15th birthday;[37] and a revival of the short-lived 1983 NBC series We Got It Made[image: External link] (produced by Fred Silverman[image: External link] for MGM Television[image: External link] and closing out the week on Fridays), as part of an ongoing trend at the time in which former network series were revived in first-run syndication.[37]

The package was aimed at attracting viewers to NBC stations in the half-hour preceding prime time (8:00 p.m. in the Eastern[image: External link] and Pacific Time Zone[image: External link], 7:00 p.m. elsewhere),[37][38] and was conceived as a result of the FCC's loosening of the Prime Time Access Rule[image: External link], legislation passed in 1971 that required networks to turn over the 7:30 p.m. (Eastern) time slot to local stations to program local or syndicated content; and the relaxation of the Financial Interest and Syndication Rules[image: External link], which had prevented networks from producing content from their own syndication units to fill the void.[38] The shows that were part of the package were regularly outrated in many markets by such syndicated game shows as Wheel of Fortune[image: External link], Jeopardy![image: External link] and Hollywood Squares[image: External link]. Marblehead Manor, We Got It Made and You Can't Take It With You were cancelled at the end of the 1987–88 season, with She's the Sheriff lasting one more season in weekend syndication before its cancellation. Out of This World ran for three additional seasons, airing mainly on weekends, and was the most successful of the five series.

NBC aired the first of eight consecutive Summer Olympic Games[image: External link] broadcasts when it covered the 1988 Games[image: External link] in Seoul[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link]. The 1988–89 season[image: External link] saw NBC have an astonishing 18 series in Nielsen's year-end Top 30 most-watched network programs; it also ranked at first place in the weekly ratings for more than 12 months, an unprecedented achievement that has not been duplicated since. The network continued its hot streak into the early 1990s with new hits such as The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air[image: External link], Blossom[image: External link] and Law & Order[image: External link].
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Main article: Must See TV[image: External link]


In 1991, Tartikoff left his role as NBC's President of Entertainment to take an executive position at Paramount Pictures[image: External link]. In the course of a decade, he had taken control of a network with no shows in the Nielsen Top 10 and left it with five. Tartikoff was succeeded by Warren Littlefield[image: External link], whose first years as entertainment president proved shaky as a result of most of the Tartikoff-era hits ending their runs. Some blamed Littlefield for losing David Letterman[image: External link] to CBS after naming Jay Leno[image: External link] as the successor to Johnny Carson[image: External link] on The Tonight Show, following the latter's retirement as host in May 1992. Things turned around with the launches of new hit series such as Mad About You[image: External link], Wings[image: External link], Sisters[image: External link], Frasier[image: External link], Friends[image: External link], ER[image: External link] and Will & Grace[image: External link].

One of Tartikoff's late acquisitions, Seinfeld[image: External link] initially struggled from its debut in 1989 as a summer series, but grew to become one of NBC's top-rated shows after it was moved to Thursdays in the time slot following Cheers. Seinfeld ended its run in 1998, becoming the latest overall television program in the U.S. to end its final season[image: External link] as the leader in the Nielsen ratings[image: External link] for a single television season. Consequently, Friends emerged as NBC's biggest television show after the 1998 Seinfeld final broadcast. It dominated the ratings, never leaving the top five watched shows of the year from its second through tenth seasons and landing on the number-one spot during season eight in the 2001–02 season[image: External link] as the latest sitcom in the U.S. to lead the annual Nielsen primetime television ratings. Cheers spinoff Frasier became a critical and commercial success, usually landing in the Nielsen Top 20 – although its ratings were overshadowed to a minor extent by Friends – and went on to win numerous Emmy Awards (eventually setting a record for a sitcom that lasted until it was overtaken by Modern Family[image: External link] in 2014). In 1994, the network began branding its strong Thursday night lineup, mainly in reference to the comedies airing in the first two hours, under the "Must See TV" tagline (which during the mid- and late 1990s, was also applied to NBC's comedy blocks on other nights, particularly on Tuesdays).

By the mid-1990s, NBC's sports division[image: External link], headed by Dick Ebersol[image: External link], had rights to three of the four major professional sports leagues (the NFL[image: External link], Major League Baseball[image: External link] and the NBA[image: External link]), the Olympics, and the national powerhouse Notre Dame Fighting Irish football[image: External link] team. The NBA on NBC enjoyed great success in the 1990s due in large part to the Chicago Bulls[image: External link]' run of six championships at the hands of superstar Michael Jordan[image: External link]. However, NBC Sports would suffer a major blow in 1998, when it lost the rights to the American Football Conference[image: External link] (AFC) to CBS[image: External link], which itself had lost rights to the National Football Conference[image: External link] (NFC) to Fox[image: External link] four years earlier;[39] the deal stripped NBC of National Football League[image: External link] (NFL) game telecasts after 59 years and AFC games after 36 years (dating back to its existence as the American Football League[image: External link] prior to its 1970 merger[image: External link] with the NFL).

Littlefield left NBC in 1998 to pursue a career as a television and film producer,[40] with the network subsequently going through three entertainment presidents in three years. Littlefield was replaced as president of NBC Entertainment by Scott Sassa[image: External link], who oversaw the development of such shows as The West Wing[image: External link], Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link] and Fear Factor[image: External link]. After Sassa was reassigned to NBC's West Coast Division, Garth Ancier[image: External link] was named as his replacement in 1999.[41] Jeff Zucker[image: External link] then succeeded Ancier as president of NBC Entertainment in 2000.[42]
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At the start of the 2000s, NBC's fortunes started to take a rapid turn for the worse. That year, NBC's longstanding ratings lead ended as CBS (which had languished in the ratings after losing the NFL) overtook it for first place. In 2001, CBS chose to move its hit reality series Survivor[image: External link] to serve as the anchor of its Thursday night lineup. Its success was taken as a suggestion that NBC's nearly two decades of dominance on Thursday nights could be broken; even so, the strength of Friends, Will & Grace, ER and Just Shoot Me![image: External link] (the latter of which saw its highest viewership following its move to that night in the 2000–01 season[image: External link]) helped the network continue to lead the Thursday ratings. Overall, NBC retook its first place lead that year, and spent much of the next four years (with the exception of the 2002–03 season[image: External link], when it was briefly jumped again by CBS for first) in the top spot.

On the other hand, NBC was stripped of the broadcast rights to two other major sports leagues: it lost Major League Baseball to Fox[image: External link] after the 2000 season (by that point, NBC only had alternating rights to the All-Star Game[image: External link], League Championship Series[image: External link] and World Series[image: External link]), and, later, the NBA to ABC[image: External link] after the 2001–02 season[image: External link]. After losing the NBA rights, NBC's major sports offerings were reduced to the Olympics (which in 2002[image: External link], expanded to include rights to the Winter Olympics[image: External link], as part of a contract that gave it the U.S. television rights to both the Summer and Winter Olympics through 2012[image: External link]), PGA Tour[image: External link] golf events and a floundering Notre Dame football program (however, it would eventually acquire the rights to the National Hockey League[image: External link] in May 2004).

In October 2001, NBC acquired Spanish-language network Telemundo[image: External link] from Liberty Media[image: External link] and Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] for $2.7 billion, beating out other bidders including CBS/ Viacom[image: External link]. The deal was finalized in 2002.[43][44]

In 2003, French entertainment conglomerate Vivendi[image: External link] acquired a 49% interest in NBC from General Electric, integrating the company with Vivendi's various film, television and amusement properties (including Universal Pictures), under the integrated NBC Universal. In 2004, Zucker was promoted to the newly created position of president of NBC Universal Television Group. Kevin Reilly[image: External link] became the new president of NBC Entertainment.[45]

In 2004, NBC experienced a Three on a match[image: External link] scenario (Friends and Frasier ended their runs; Jerry Orbach[image: External link], who had played one of the most popular characters[image: External link] of its hit Law & Order, died suddenly later that year), and shortly afterward was left with several moderately rated shows and few true hits.[46] In particular, Friends spin-off Joey[image: External link], despite a relatively strong start, started to falter in the ratings during its second season. The 2004–05 season[image: External link] saw NBC become the first major network to air select dramas in letterbox[image: External link] over its analog broadcast feed; the move was done in the hopes of attracting new viewers, although the network saw only a slight boost.

In December 2005, NBC began its first week-long primetime game show event, Deal or No Deal[image: External link]; the series garnered high ratings, and returning as a weekly series in March 2006. Otherwise, the 2005–06[image: External link] season was one of the worst for NBC in three decades, with only one fall series, the sitcom My Name Is Earl[image: External link], surviving for a second season; the sole remaining anchor of the "Must See TV" lineup, Will & Grace also saw its ratings decline. That season, NBC's ratings freefalled to fourth place, behind a resurgent ABC, Fox (which would eventually become the most-watched U.S. broadcast network in the 2007–08 season) and top-rated CBS (which led for much of the remainder of the decade). During this time, all of the networks faced audience erosion from increased competition by cable television[image: External link], home video[image: External link], video games[image: External link] and the Internet[image: External link], with NBC being the hardest hit.

The 2006–07 season[image: External link] was a mixed bag for the network, with Deal or No Deal remaining strong and Heroes[image: External link] becoming a surprise hit on Monday nights, while the highly touted Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip[image: External link] (from West Wing creator Aaron Sorkin[image: External link]) lost a third of its premiere-night viewers by Week 6 and was eventually cancelled; two critically acclaimed sitcoms, The Office[image: External link] and 30 Rock[image: External link], also pulled in modest successes and went on to win the Emmy Award for Outstanding Comedy Series for four consecutive years. The network also regained the rights to the NFL after eight years that season when it acquired the Sunday Night Football[image: External link] package from ESPN[image: External link] (as part of a deal that also saw Monday Night Football[image: External link] move to ESPN from ABC). However, despite this, NBC remained at a very distant fourth place, barely ranking ahead of The CW[image: External link].

However, NBC did experience success with its summer schedule, despite its declining ratings during the main broadcast season. America's Got Talent[image: External link], a reality talent competition series that premiered in 2006, earned a 4.6 rating in the 18-49 demographic, higher than that earned by the 2002 premiere of Fox's American Idol[image: External link]. Got Talent (which is the flagship of an international talent competition franchise[image: External link]) would continue to garner unusually high ratings throughout its summer run. However, NBC decided not to place it in the spring season, and instead use it as a platform to promote their upcoming fall shows. Originally hosted by Regis Philbin[image: External link], as of 2013 the series is currently hosted by Nick Cannon[image: External link], and continues to garner strong ratings throughout its summer seasons. In March 2007, NBC announced that it would begin offering full-length episodes of its prime time series for streaming[image: External link] on mobile devices, becoming the first U.S. broadcast network to offer on-demand mobile episode content, as the market began shifting away from traditional television.[47]

Following the unexpected termination of Kevin Reilly, in 2007, Ben Silverman[image: External link] was appointed president of NBC Entertainment,[48] while Jeff Zucker was promoted to succeed Bob Wright as CEO of NBC. The network failed to generate any new primetime hits during the 2008–09 season[image: External link] (despite the rare good fortune of having the rights to both the Super Bowl[image: External link] and the Summer Olympics[image: External link] in which to promote their new programming slate), the sitcom Parks and Recreation[image: External link] survived for a second season after a six-episode first season, while Heroes and Deal or No Deal both collapsed in the ratings and were later cancelled (with a revamped Deal or No Deal being revived for one additional season in syndication). In a March 2009 interview, Zucker had stated that he no longer believed it would be possible for NBC to become #1 in prime time.[49] Ben Silverman left the network in 2009, with Jeff Gaspin[image: External link] replacing him as president of NBC Entertainment.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 Comcast Era (2011–)




See also: 2010 Tonight Show conflict[image: External link]


On December 3, 2009, Comcast[image: External link] announced they would purchase a 51% controlling stake in NBC Universal from General Electric (which would retain the remaining 49%) for $6.5 billion in cash and $9.1 billion in raised debt.[50] GE used $5.8 billion from the deal to buy out Vivendi's 20% interest in NBC Universal.[50]

NBC's broadcast of the 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link] in Vancouver[image: External link], in February of that year, generated a ratings increase of 21% over its broadcast of the 2006 Winter Games[image: External link] in Torino[image: External link]. The network was criticized for repeatedly showing footage of a crash occurring during practice for an Olympic luge[image: External link] competition that killed Georgian[image: External link] luger Nodar Kumaritashvili[image: External link]. NBC News president Steve Capus[image: External link] ordered the footage not to be shown without his permission and Olympics prime time host Bob Costas[image: External link] promised on-air that the video would not be shown again during the Games.[51][52] NBC Universal was on track to lose $250 million in advertising revenue on that year's Winter Olympics, failing to make up the $820 million it paid for the U.S. television rights.[53] Even so, with its continuing position in fourth place (although it virtually tied with ABC in many demographics on the strength of NBC's sports broadcasts that year[54]), the 2009–10 season[image: External link] ended with only two scripted shows – Community[image: External link] and Parenthood[image: External link], as well as three unscripted shows – The Marriage Ref[image: External link], Who Do You Think You Are?[image: External link] and Minute to Win It[image: External link] – being renewed for second seasons, while other series such as Heroes and veteran crime drama Law & Order (the latter of which ended after 20 seasons, tying it with Gunsmoke[image: External link] as the longest-running prime time drama in U.S. television history) were cancelled.

After Conan O'Brien[image: External link] succeeded Jay Leno as host of The Tonight Show in 2009, the network gave Leno a new prime time talk show[image: External link], committing to air it every weeknight at 10:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific as an inexpensive comedic alternative to the police procedurals[image: External link] and other hour-long dramas typically aired in that time slot.[55] In doing so, NBC became the first major U.S. broadcast network in decades,[56] if ever,[57] to broadcast the same program in a weekdaily prime time strip[image: External link]. Its executives called the decision "a transformational moment in the history of broadcasting" and "in effect, launching five shows."[56] Conversely, industry executives criticized the network for abandoning a history of airing quality dramas in the 10:00 hour, and expressed concern that it would hurt NBC by undermining a reputation built on successful scripted series.[58] Citing complaints from many affiliates, which saw their late-evening newscasts drop significantly in the local ratings during The Jay Leno Show[image: External link]'s run, NBC announced on January 10, 2010 that it would drop Leno's show from the 10:00 p.m. slot –[59] with Zucker announcing plans to shift the program (which would have been reduced to a half-hour) into the 11:35 p.m. slot and shift its existing late night lineup (including The Tonight Show) by 30 minutes. The removal of The Jay Leno Show from its prime time schedule had almost no impact on the network's ratings. The increases NBC experienced in the 2010–11 season[image: External link] compared to 2009–10[image: External link] were almost entirely attributable to the rising viewership of NBC Sunday Night Football.[60] By 2012, the shows that occupied the 10:00 p.m. time slot drew lower numbers than The Jay Leno Show did when it aired in that hour two years before.[61] In the spring of 2010, cable provider and multimedia firm Comcast[image: External link] announced it would acquire a majority interest in NBC Universal from General Electric, which would retain a minority stake in the company in the interim.

On September 24, 2010, Jeff Zucker announced that he would step down as NBC Universal's CEO once the company's merger with Comcast was completed at the end of the year.[62][63] After the deal was finalized, Steve Burke was named CEO of NBCUniversal[64] and Robert Greenblatt[image: External link] replaced Jeff Gaspin as chairman of NBC Entertainment.[65] In 2011, NBC was finally able to find a breakout hit in the midseason reality singing competition series The Voice[image: External link]. Otherwise, NBC had another tough season, with every single new fall program getting cancelled by season's end - the third time this has happened to the network after the fall of 1975, and the fall of 1983 - and the midseason legal drama Harry's Law[image: External link] being its only freshman scripted series to be renewed for the 2011–12 season[image: External link]. The network nearly completed its full conversion to an all-HD schedule (outside of the Saturday morning time slot leased by the Qubo[image: External link] consortium, which NBCUniversal would rescind its stake in the following year) on September 20, 2011, when Last Call with Carson Daly[image: External link] converted to the format with the premiere of its 11th season.

The 2011–12 season was another tough season for NBC. On the upside, the network's broadcast of Super Bowl XLVI[image: External link] was the most-watched program in U.S. television history at the time, and the network's Monday night midseason lineup of The Voice and musical-drama Smash[image: External link] was very successful. The network managed to lift itself into third place in the 18-49 demographic in the 2011–12 season, primarily on the strength of those three programs (SNF, The Voice, and Smash), breaking the network's eight-year streak in fourth place. Four shows survived for a second season, but three of them were cancelled in the following year, none were unqualified ratings successes, and the network remained a distant fourth place in total viewership.

In the fall of 2012, NBC greatly expanded its sitcom roster, with eight comedy series airing on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday nights. NBC bounced back to first place network in adults 18-49 that fall, boosted by the new season of The Voice, the initial success of freshman drama Revolution[image: External link] and sitcom Go On[image: External link], and the continued strength of Sunday Night Football. However, withholding the new season of The Voice and benching Revolution until late March, the network's midseason ratings suffered, falling to fifth place behind Spanish-language network Univision[image: External link] during the February sweeps period[image: External link].[66] The 2012–13 season[image: External link] ended with NBC finishing in third place overall,[67][68] albeit by a narrow margin, with only three new shows, all dramas, surviving for a second season (Revolution, Chicago Fire[image: External link] and Hannibal[image: External link]).

In 2013, NBC Sports migrated its business and production operations (including NBCSN[image: External link]) to new facilities in Stamford, Connecticut[image: External link].[69] Production of the network's NFL pre-game show[image: External link] Football Night in America[image: External link] remained at the NBC Studios[image: External link] at Rockefeller Center (with production operations based in Studio 8G, while the program itself was broadcast in Studio 8H, the longtime home of Saturday Night Live), until it migrated to the Stamford facility in September 2014. Despite the failure of another highly advertised game show event, The Million Second Quiz[image: External link], the 2013–14 season[image: External link] was mostly successful for NBC due to the continued success of The Voice, Chicago Fire, Revolution, Sunday Night Football and Grimm[image: External link]. Along with new hits including The Blacklist[image: External link], Hannibal[image: External link] and Chicago PD[image: External link] and a significant ratings boost from its broadcast of the 2014 Winter Olympics[image: External link], NBC became the #1 network in the coveted 18-49 demographic that season for the first time since 2003–04, when Friends ended. NBC also improved considerably in total viewership, finishing behind long-dominant CBS in second place for the season.[70]

The 2014–15 season[image: External link] was something of a mixed bag for NBC, but still successful. NBC launched eight new series that year, with only one, comedy-drama police procedural The Mysteries of Laura[image: External link], being renewed for a second season. Nevertheless, the network continued to experience success with most of its returning series, especially The Blacklist (despite a modest decline in viewership following its move to Thursdays midway through the season, due partly to an initial weak lead-in from miniseries The Slap[image: External link]). Combined with the record number of viewers tuning in to Super Bowl XLIX[image: External link], NBC again finished #1 in the 18-49 demographic and in second place overall.[71]

The 2015–16 season[image: External link] was successful for NBC, with the successful launch of the new drama Blindspot[image: External link] premiering after The Voice[image: External link], then subsequently being renewed for a second season in November 2015.[72] NBC also continued with the success with the Chicago[image: External link] franchise with launching its second spin-off Chicago Med[image: External link], which also received an early second season pick up in February 2016.[73] Thursday nights continues to be a struggle for NBC, with continued success with the third season of The Blacklist[image: External link] brought the failed launch of Heroes Reborn[image: External link] which was cancelled in January 2016,[74] and thriller The Player[image: External link], however NBC found success with police procedural Shades of Blue[image: External link] which improved the 10pm time slot and was renewed for a second season in February 2016.[75] On the comedy side, NBC surprisingly found success in the new workplace sitcom Superstore[image: External link] which premiered as a "preview" after The Voice in November 2015, and officially launched in January 2016 which brought decent ratings for a new comedy without The Voice as a lead-in and which was subsequently renewed for a second season in February 2016.[76]

The 2016–17 season[image: External link] brought more success for NBC with new Comedy-drama This Is Us[image: External link] which was well received by critics and ratings and was renewed for two additional seasons in January 2017.[77] The Blacklist[image: External link] continued to bring in modest ratings however, it brought the failed launch of its spinoff The Blacklist: Redemption[image: External link]. NBC continued to grow the Chicago[image: External link] franchise with a third spinoff titled Chicago Justice[image: External link]. On the comedy side, workplace sitcom Superstore[image: External link] continued success in its second season. The network launched new fantasy sitcom The Good Place[image: External link] following The Voice[image: External link] and brought in modest ratings and was renewed for a second season in January 2017.[78]
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 Programming




Main articles: List of programs broadcast by NBC[image: External link] and List of programs previously broadcast by NBC[image: External link]


As of 2013, NBC provides 87 hours of regularly scheduled network programming each week. The network provides 22 hours of prime time programming to affiliated stations Monday through Saturdays from 8:00–11:00 p.m. (7:00–10:00 p.m. in all other U.S. time zones) and Sundays from 7:00–11:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time (6:00–10:00 p.m. in all other time zones).

Daytime programming is also provided weekdays between 12:00 and 3:00 p.m. in the form of the one-hour weekday soap opera Days of Our Lives (the scheduling of the program varies depending on the station, although it is initially fed to affiliates at 1:00 p.m. Eastern). NBC News programming includes the morning news/interview program Today from 7:00–11:00 a.m. weekdays, 7:00–9:00 on Saturdays and 7:00–8:00 on Sundays; nightly editions of NBC Nightly News (whose weekend editions are occasionally subject to abbreviation or preemption due to sports telecasts overrunning into the program's time slot), the Sunday political talk show[image: External link] Meet the Press[image: External link], weekday early-morning news program Early Today[image: External link] and newsmagazine Dateline NBC[image: External link]. Late nights feature the weeknight talk shows The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon[image: External link], Late Night with Seth Meyers[image: External link] and Last Call with Carson Daly[image: External link], weeknight replays of the fourth hour of Today and CNBC program Mad Money[image: External link], and the sketch comedy show Saturday Night Live[image: External link], and the LXTV[image: External link]-produced 1st Look[image: External link] and Open House NYC on Saturdays (replays of the previous week's 1st Look also air on Friday late nights on most stations).

The network's Saturday morning children's programming time slot is programmed by Litton Entertainment[image: External link] under a time-lease agreement. The three-hour block of programming designed for 14-16 year-old teenage viewers is under the umbrella branding of The More You Know[image: External link], based on the network's long-time strand of internally-produced public service announcements[image: External link] of the same name[image: External link]. It premiered on October 8, 2016, giving Litton control of all but Fox's Saturday morning E/I[image: External link] programming among the five major broadcast networks.

Sports programming is also provided weekend afternoons at any time between 12:00 and 6:00 p.m. (9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., or tape-delayed[image: External link] in the Pacific Time Zone). Due to the unpredictable length of sporting events, NBC will occasionally pre-empt scheduled programs (more common with the weekend editions of NBC Nightly News, and local and syndicated programs carried by its owned-and-operated stations and affiliates). NBC has also held the American broadcasting rights to the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link] since the 1988 games and the rights to the Winter Olympic Games[image: External link] since the 2002 games. Coverage of the Olympics on NBC[image: External link] have included pre-empting regularly scheduled programs during daytime, primetime, and late night.
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 NBC News




Main article: NBC News


News coverage has long been an important part of NBC's operations and public image, dating to the network's radio days. Notable NBC News productions past and present include Today, NBC Nightly News (and its immediate predecessor, the Huntley-Brinkley Report[image: External link]), Meet the Press (which has the distinction of the longest continuously running program in the history of American television), Dateline NBC, Early Today, NBC News at Sunrise[image: External link], NBC Nightside[image: External link] and Rock Center with Brian Williams[image: External link].

In 1989, the news division began its expansion to cable with the launch of business news channel CNBC. The company eventually formed other cable news[image: External link] services including MSNBC (created in 1996 originally as a joint venture with Microsoft[image: External link], which now features a mix of general news and political discussion programs with a liberal stance),[79][80] and the 2008 acquisition of The Weather Channel[image: External link] in conjunction with Blackstone Group[image: External link] and Bain Capital[image: External link]. In addition, NBCSN[image: External link] (operated as part of the NBC Sports Group, and which became an NBC property through Comcast's acquisition of NBCUniversal) carries sports news content alongside sports event telecasts. Key anchors from NBC News are also used during NBC Sports coverage of the Olympic Games[image: External link].
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 Daytime programming




Main article: NBC Daytime[image: External link]


NBC is currently the home to only one daytime program, the hour-long soap opera Days of Our Lives, which has been broadcast on the network since 1965. Since NBC turned back an hour of its then two-hour daytime schedule to its affiliates as a result of the September 2007 expansion of Today to four hours, the network currently ties with The CW for the fewest daytime programming hours of any major broadcast television network.

Long-running daytime dramas seen on NBC in the past include The Doctors[image: External link] (1963–1982), Another World (1964–1999), Santa Barbara[image: External link] (1984–1993), and Passions[image: External link] (1999–2007, later moving to The 101[image: External link]). NBC also aired the final 4½ years of Search for Tomorrow[image: External link] (1982–1986) after that series was initially cancelled by CBS, although many NBC affiliates did not clear the show during its tenure on the network. NBC has also aired numerous short-lived soap operas, including Generations[image: External link] (1989–1991), Sunset Beach[image: External link] (1997–1999), and the two Another World spin-offs, Somerset[image: External link] (1970–1976) and Texas[image: External link] (1980–1982).

Notable daytime game shows that once aired on NBC include The Price Is Right[image: External link] (1956–1963), Concentration[image: External link] (1958–1973 and 1987–1991 as Classic Concentration), The Match Game[image: External link] (1962–1969), Let's Make a Deal[image: External link] (1963–1968 and 1990–1991, as well as a short-lived primetime revival in 2002), Jeopardy![image: External link] (1964–1975 and 1978–1979), The Hollywood Squares (1966–1980), Wheel of Fortune (1975–1989 and 1991), Password Plus/Super Password[image: External link] (1979–1982 and 1984–1989), Sale of the Century[image: External link] (1969–1973 and 1983–1989) and Scrabble[image: External link] (1984–1990 and 1993). The last game show ever to air as part of NBC's daytime schedule was the short-lived Caesars Challenge[image: External link], which ended in January 1994.

Notable past daytime talk shows that have aired on NBC have included Home[image: External link] (1954–1957), The Ernie Kovacs Show[image: External link] (1955–1956), The Merv Griffin Show[image: External link] (1962–1963), Leeza[image: External link] (1994–1999) and Later Today[image: External link] (1999–2000).
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 Children's programming




Main articles: Children's programming on NBC[image: External link], TNBC[image: External link], Discovery Kids on NBC[image: External link], qubo[image: External link], and NBC Kids[image: External link]


Children's programming has played a part in NBC's programming since its initial roots in television. NBC's first major children's series, Howdy Doody[image: External link], debuted in 1947 and was one of the era's first breakthrough television shows. From the mid-1960s until 1992, the bulk of NBC's children's programming was composed of mainly animated programming including classic Looney Tunes[image: External link] and Woody Woodpecker[image: External link] shorts; reruns of primetime animated sitcoms such as The Flintstones[image: External link] and The Jetsons[image: External link]; foreign acquisitions like Astro Boy[image: External link] and Kimba the White Lion[image: External link]; animated adaptions of Punky Brewster[image: External link], ALF[image: External link] and Star Trek[image: External link] as well as animated vehicles for Gary Coleman[image: External link] and Mr. T; live-action programs like The Banana Splits[image: External link], The Bugaloos[image: External link] and H.R. Pufnstuf[image: External link]; and the original broadcasts of Gumby[image: External link], The Rocky and Bullwinkle Show[image: External link], Underdog[image: External link], The Smurfs[image: External link], Alvin and the Chipmunks[image: External link] and Disney's Adventures of the Gummi Bears[image: External link]. From 1984 to 1989, the network aired a series of public service announcements[image: External link] called One to Grow On[image: External link], which aired after the end credits of every program or every other children's program.[81]

In 1989, NBC premiered Saved by the Bell[image: External link], a live-action teen sitcom[image: External link] which originated on The Disney Channel[image: External link] the previous year as Good Morning, Miss Bliss[image: External link] (which served as a starring vehicle for Hayley Mills[image: External link]; four[image: External link] cast members[image: External link] from[image: External link] that show[image: External link] were cast in the NBC series as the characters they originally played on Miss Bliss). Saved by the Bell, despite being given bad reviews from television critics, would become one of the most popular teen series in television history as well as the top-rated series on Saturday mornings, dethroning ABC's The Bugs Bunny and Tweety Show[image: External link] in its first season.

The success of Saved by the Bell led NBC to remove animated series from its Saturday morning lineup in August 1992 in favor of additional live-action series as part of a new block called TNBC[image: External link], along with the debut of a Saturday edition of Today[image: External link]. Most of the series featured on the TNBC lineup were executive produced by Peter Engel[image: External link] (such as City Guys[image: External link], Hang Time[image: External link], California Dreams[image: External link], One World[image: External link] and the Saved by the Bell spinoff, Saved by the Bell: The New Class[image: External link]), with the lineup being designed from the start to meet the earliest form of the FCC's educational programming guidelines[image: External link] under the Children's Television Act[image: External link].[82] NBA Inside Stuff, an analysis and interview program aimed at teens that was hosted for most of its run by Ahmad Rashād[image: External link], was also a part of the TNBC lineup during the NBA season until 2002 (when the program moved to ABC as a result of that network taking the NBA rights from NBC).

In 2002, NBC entered into an agreement with Discovery Communications[image: External link] to carry educational children's programs from the Discovery Kids[image: External link] cable channel.[82] Debuting that September, the Discovery Kids on NBC[image: External link] block originally consisted exclusively of live-action series, including reality series Trading Spaces: Boys vs. Girls (a kid-themed version of the TLC[image: External link] series Trading Spaces[image: External link]); the Emmy-nominated reality game show Endurance[image: External link], hosted and produced by J. D. Roth[image: External link] (whose production company, 3-Ball Productions, would also produce reality series The Biggest Loser[image: External link] for NBC beginning in 2003); and scripted series such as Strange Days at Blake Holsey High[image: External link] and Scout's Safari[image: External link]. The block later expanded to include some animated series such as Kenny the Shark[image: External link], Tutenstein[image: External link] and Time Warp Trio[image: External link].

In May 2006, NBC announced plans to launch a new Saturday morning children's block under the Qubo[image: External link] brand in September 2006.[83] An endeavor originally operated as a joint venture between NBC Universal, Ion Media Networks[image: External link], Scholastic Press[image: External link], Classic Media[image: External link] and Corus Entertainment[image: External link]'s Nelvana[image: External link] unit (Ion acquired the other partners' shares in 2013), the Qubo venture also encompassed weekly blocks on Telemundo and Ion Television[image: External link], a 24-hour digital multicast network on Ion's owned-and-operated and affiliated stations, as well as video on demand[image: External link] services and a branded website. Qubo launched on NBC on September 9, 2006 with six programs ( VeggieTales[image: External link], Dragon[image: External link], VeggieTales Presents: 3-2-1 Penguins![image: External link], Babar[image: External link], Jane and the Dragon[image: External link] and Jacob Two-Two[image: External link]).

On March 28, 2012, it was announced that NBC would launch a new Saturday morning preschool block programmed by Sprout (originally jointly owned by NBCUniversal, PBS, Sesame Workshop[image: External link] and Apax Partners[image: External link], with the former acquiring the other's interests later that year). The block, NBC Kids[image: External link], premiered on July 7, 2012, replacing the "Qubo on NBC" block.[84][85][86][87]
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 Specials




NBC holds the broadcast rights to several annual specials and award show telecasts including the Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] and the Emmy Awards (which is rotated across all four major networks each year). Since 1952, NBC has served as the official U.S. broadcaster of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade[image: External link]. CBS also carries unauthorized coverage of the Macy's parade as part of The Thanksgiving Day Parade on CBS; However, as NBC holds rights to the parade, it has exclusivity over the broadcast of Broadway and music performances appearing in the parade (CBS airs live performances separate from those seen in the parade as a result), and Macy's chose to reroute the parade in 2012 out of the view of CBS' cameras, although it continues to cover the parade. NBC began airing a same-day rebroadcast of the parade telecast in 2009 (replacing its annual Thanksgiving afternoon airing of Miracle on 34th Street[image: External link]). In 2007, NBC acquired the rights to the National Dog Show[image: External link], which airs following the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade each year.

The network also broadcasts several live-action and animated specials during the Christmas holiday season[image: External link], including the 2014 debuts How Murray Saved Christmas[image: External link] (an animated musical adaptation of the children's book of the same name) and Elf: Buddy's Musical Christmas[image: External link] (a stop-motion animated special based on the 2003 live-action film Elf[image: External link]).

Since 2013, the network airs live musical adaptations.


	
The Sound of Music[image: External link] in 2013

	
Peter Pan[image: External link] in 2014

	
The Wiz[image: External link] in 2015

	
Hairspray[image: External link] in 2016

	
Bye Bye Birdie[image: External link] in 2017 (upcoming)



From 2003 to 2014, NBC also held rights to two of the three pageants organized by the Miss Universe Organization[image: External link]: the Miss Universe and Miss USA pageants (NBC also held rights to the Miss Teen USA pageant from 2003, when NBC also assumed rights to the Miss USA and Miss Universe pageants as part of a deal brokered by Miss Universe Organization owner Donald Trump that gave the network half-ownership of the pageants,[88] until 2007, when NBC declined to renew its contract to carry Miss Teen USA, effectively discontinuing televised broadcasts of that event). NBCUniversal relinquished the rights to Miss Universe and Miss USA on June 29, 2015, as part of its decision to cut business ties with Donald Trump and the Miss Universe Organization (which was half-owned by corporate parent NBCUniversal) in response to controversial remarks about Mexican immigrants made by Trump during the launch of his 2016 campaign for the Republican Presidential nomination.[89][90]
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 Programming library




Through the years, NBC has produced many in-house programs, in addition to airing content from other producers such as Revue Studios and its successor Universal Television. Notable in-house productions by NBC have included Get Smart[image: External link], Bonanza[image: External link], Little House on the Prairie, Las Vegas[image: External link] and Crossing Jordan[image: External link].

NBC sold the distribution rights to programs it produced prior to that year to National Telefilm Associates[image: External link] in 1973; those rights are currently owned by CBS Television Distribution[image: External link], although NBC still owns the copyrights to the episodes. As a result, NBC, in a way, now owns several other series aired on the network prior to 1973, such as Wagon Train[image: External link]. NBC continues to own its entire library of programs produced after 1973, through corporate sister NBCUniversal Television Group[image: External link] (the successor to Universal Television).
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 Stations




Main articles: List of NBC television affiliates (by U.S. state)[image: External link], List of NBC television affiliates (table)[image: External link], and NBC Owned Television Stations[image: External link]


As of January 2017, NBC has eleven owned-and-operated stations and current and pending affiliation agreements with 220 additional television stations encompassing 48 states, the District of Columbia, six U.S. possessions and two non-U.S. territories ( Aruba[image: External link] and Bermuda[image: External link]).[91][92] The network has a national reach of 95.92% of all households in the United States (or 299,732,600 Americans with at least one television set).

Currently, New Hampshire[image: External link] and New Jersey are the only U.S. states where NBC does not have a locally licensed affiliate (New Hampshire is currently served via the second subchannel of Telemundo[image: External link] O&O WNEU[image: External link] with a simulcast of Boston-based O&O WBTS-LD[image: External link]), while New Jersey is served by New York City O&O WNBC-TV and Philadelphia O&O WCAU; New Jersey formerly had an in-state affiliate in Atlantic City-based WMGM-TV[image: External link], which was affiliated with the network from 1955 to 2014). NBC maintains affiliations with low-power stations (broadcasting either in analog or digital) in a few smaller markets, such as Binghamton, New York[image: External link] ( WBGH-CD[image: External link]), Jackson, Tennessee[image: External link] ( WNBJ-LD[image: External link]) and Juneau, Alaska[image: External link] ( KATH-LD[image: External link]), that do not have enough full-power stations to support a standalone affiliate. In some markets, these stations also maintain digital simulcasts on a subchannel of a co-owned/co-managed full-power television station.

As mentioned with New Hampshire and Boston, NBC operates a low-powered station in Boston, WBTS-LD[image: External link], which aims to serve as its station in that market while using a network of additional full-power stations to cover the market in full. This is expected to be a temporary arrangement, as broadcasters like NBC are currently unable to purchase any new full-power television stations during the current FCC spectrum auction[image: External link].

Currently outside of the NBC Owned Television Stations[image: External link]-operated O&O group, Tegna Media[image: External link] is the largest operator of NBC stations in terms of overall market reach, owning or providing services to 20 NBC affiliates (including those in larger markets such as Denver[image: External link], St. Louis[image: External link], Seattle[image: External link] and Cleveland[image: External link]); Gray Television[image: External link] is the largest operator of NBC stations by numerical total, owning 23 NBC-affiliated stations.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Related services
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 Video-on-demand services




NBC provides video on demand[image: External link] access for delayed viewing of the network's programming through various means, including via its website at NBC.com, a traditional VOD service called NBC on Demand available on most traditional cable and IPTV providers,[93] and through content deals with Hulu[image: External link] and Netflix[image: External link] (the latter of which carries only cataloged episodes of NBC programs, after losing the right to carry newer episodes of its programs during their current seasons in July 2011). NBCUniversal is a part-owner of Hulu (as part of a consortium that includes, among other parties, the respective parent companies of ABC and Fox, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] and 21st Century Fox[image: External link]), and has offered full-length episodes of most of NBC's programming through the streaming[image: External link] service (which are available for viewing on Hulu's website and mobile app[image: External link]) since Hulu launched in private beta testing[image: External link] on October 29, 2007.[94][95][96][97]

The most recent episodes of the network's shows are usually made available on NBC.com and Hulu the day after their original broadcast. In addition, NBC.com and certain other partner websites (including Hulu) provide complete back catalogs of most of its current series as well as a limited selection of episodes of classic series from the NBCUniversal Television Distribution program library – including shows not broadcast by NBC during their original runs (including the complete or partial episode catalogs of shows like 30 Rock, The A-Team, Charles in Charge[image: External link], Emergency![image: External link], Knight Rider (both the original series and the short-lived 2008 reboot[image: External link]), Kojak[image: External link], Miami Vice, The Office, Quantum Leap[image: External link] and Simon & Simon[image: External link]).[98][99][100]

On February 18, 2015, NBC began providing live programming streams of local NBC stations in select markets, which are only available to authenticated subscribers of participating pay television providers[image: External link]. All eleven NBC owned-and-operated stations owned by NBCUniversal Owned Television Stations' were the first stations to offer streams of their programming on NBC's website and mobile app, with intentions to reach agreements with other station groups to provide streams of NBC-affiliated stations in other markets. Due to restrictions imposed by the league, the network's NFL game telecasts are not permitted to be streamed[image: External link] on the service.[101][102][103][104]
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 NBC HD




NBC's master feed is transmitted in 1080i[image: External link] high definition[image: External link], the native resolution format for NBCUniversal's television properties. However, 19 of its affiliates transmit the network's programming in 720p[image: External link] HD, while four others carry the network feed in 480i[image: External link] standard definition[image: External link][91] either due to technical considerations for affiliates of other major networks that carry NBC programming on a digital subchannel or because a primary feed NBC affiliate has yet upgraded their transmission equipment to allow content to be presented in HD.

WRAL-TV[image: External link] in Raleigh, North Carolina[image: External link] (a station that re-joined NBC in February 2016) is currently testing the upcoming ATSC 3.0[image: External link] television standard, which will allow the transmission of 2160p[image: External link] ultra-high-definition television[image: External link] (UHD), through a secondary experimental station (WRAL-EX); it has transmitted limited NBC programming in UHD through a secondary subchannel, and is currently the only station overall which transmits NBC's schedule in 1080p[image: External link] on its main subchannel.

Meet the Press was the first regular series on a major television network to produce a high-definition broadcast on February 2, 1997, which aired in the format over WHD-TV[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., an experimental television station owned by a consortium of industry groups and stations which launched to allow testing of HD broadcasts and operated until 2002 (the program itself continued to be transmitted in 480i[image: External link] standard definition[image: External link] over the NBC network until May 2, 2010, when it became the last NBC News program to convert to HD).[105][106] NBC officially began its conversion to high definition[image: External link] with the launch of its simulcast feed, NBC HD, on April 26, 1999, when The Tonight Show became the first HD program to air on the NBC network as well as the first regularly scheduled American network program to be produced and transmitted in high definition. The network gradually converted much of its existing programming from standard-definition[image: External link] to high definition beginning with the 2002–03 season[image: External link], with select shows among that season's slate of freshmen scripted series being broadcast in HD from their debuts.[107]

The network completed its conversion to high definition in September 2012, with the launch of NBC Kids, a new Saturday morning children's block programmed by new partial sister network PBS Kids Sprout[image: External link], which also became the second Saturday morning children's block with an entirely HD schedule (after the ABC-syndicated Litton's Weekend Adventure[image: External link]). All of the network's programming has been presented in full HD since then (with the exception of certain holiday[image: External link] specials produced prior to 2005 – such as its annual broadcast of It's a Wonderful Life – which continue to be presented in 4:3 SD, although some have been remastered for HD broadcast).
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 NBCi




In 1999, NBC launched NBCi (briefly changing its web address to "www.nbci.com"), a heavily advertised online venture serving as an attempt to launch an Internet portal[image: External link] and homepage[image: External link]. This move saw NBC partner with XOOM.com[image: External link], e-mail.com, AllBusiness.com[image: External link],[108] and Snap.com (eventually acquiring all four companies outright) to launch a multi-faceted internet portal with e-mail, webhosting, community, chat and personalization capabilities, and news content. Subsequently, in April 2000, NBC purchased GlobalBrain, a company specializing in search engines[image: External link] that learned from searches initiated by its users, for $32 million.

The experiment lasted roughly one season; after its failure, NBCi's operations were folded back into NBC.[109] The NBC Television portion of the website reverted to NBC.com. However, the NBCi website continued in operation as a portal for NBC-branded content (NBCi.com would be redirected to NBCi.msnbc.com), using a co-branded version of InfoSpace[image: External link] to deliver minimal portal content. In mid-2007, NBCi.com began to mirror the main NBC.com website;[110] NBCi.com was eventually redirected to the NBC.com domain in 2010.
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 Evolution of the NBC logo




Main article: Logo of NBC[image: External link]


NBC has used a number of logos throughout its history; early logos used by the television and radio networks were similar to the logo of its then parent company, RCA. Logos used later in NBC's existence incorporated stylized peacock[image: External link] designs, including the current version that has been in use since 1986.
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 International broadcasts
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 Canada




NBC network programs can be received throughout most of Canada on cable, satellite and IPTV[image: External link] providers through certain U.S.-based affiliates of the network (such as WBTS-LD[image: External link]/Boston, KING-TV[image: External link]/Seattle, KBJR-TV[image: External link]/Duluth, Minnesota[image: External link], WGRZ[image: External link]/Buffalo, New York[image: External link] and WDIV-TV[image: External link]/ Detroit[image: External link]). Some programs carried on these stations are subject to simultaneous substitutions[image: External link], a practice imposed by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link] in which a pay television provider supplants an American station's signal with a feed from a Canadian station/network airing a particular program in the same time slot to protect domestic advertising revenue. Some of these affiliates are also receivable over-the-air in southern areas of the country located near the Canada–United States border[image: External link] (signal coverage was somewhat reduced after the digital television transition in 2009[image: External link] due to the lower radiated power required to transmit digital signals).
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 Europe and the Middle East




NBC no longer exists outside the Americas as a channel in its own right. However, NBC News and MSNBC programs are broadcast for a few hours a day on Orbit News[image: External link] in Europe, Africa and the Middle East. Sister network CNBC Europe[image: External link] also broadcasts occasional breaking news coverage from MSNBC as well as The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon (until 2010, the channel formerly broadcast daily airings of NBC Nightly News).[111]
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 NBC Super Channel becomes NBC Europe




In 1993, then-NBC parent General Electric acquired Super Channel, relaunching the Pan-European cable network as NBC Super Channel.[112] In 1996, the channel was renamed NBC Europe[image: External link], but was, from then on, almost always referred to on-air as simply "NBC".

Most of NBC Europe's prime time programming was produced in Europe due to rights restrictions associated with U.S. primetime shows; the channel's weekday late night schedule after 11:00 p.m. Central European Time[image: External link], however, featured The Tonight Show, Late Night with Conan O'Brien[image: External link] and Later[image: External link], which the channel's slogan "Where the Stars Come Out at Night" was based around. Many NBC News programs were broadcast on NBC Europe, including Dateline NBC, Meet the Press and NBC Nightly News, the latter of which was broadcast simultaneously with the initial U.S. telecast. Today was also initially aired live in the afternoons, but was later broadcast instead the following morning on a more than half-day delay.

In 1999, NBC Europe ceased broadcasting in most of Europe outside of Germany; the network was concurrently relaunched as a German-language technology channel aimed at a younger demographic, with the new series NBC GIGA as its flagship program. In 2005, the channel was relaunched again as the free-to-air[image: External link] movie channel Das Vierte[image: External link]. GIGA Television[image: External link] was subsequently spun off as a separate digital channel, available on satellite and cable providers in Germany, Austria and Switzerland.
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 Latin America
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 Mexico




NBC programming is available in Mexico[image: External link] through affiliates in markets located within proximity to the Mexico–United States border (such as KYMA-DT[image: External link]/Yuma, Arizona[image: External link]; KGNS-TV[image: External link]/Laredo, Texas[image: External link]; KTSM[image: External link]/El Paso, Texas[image: External link]; KVEO[image: External link]/Brownsville, Texas[image: External link]; and KNSD[image: External link]/San Diego[image: External link]), whose signals are readily receivable over-the-air in border areas of northern Mexico. Some U.S.-based border affiliates are also available on domestic cable and satellite providers throughout the country, including in the Mexico City[image: External link] area.
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 Nicaragua




In Nicaragua[image: External link], satellite providers carry either select U.S.-based NBC and Telemundo[image: External link] affiliated stations or the main network feed from NBC Universal or Telemundo. The main local affiliate stations are NBC 6 WTVJ[image: External link], Telemundo[image: External link] 51 WSCV[image: External link] in Miami[image: External link]. In addition to the NBC programming there is also available by the NBC sister network Telemundo, a Spanish network based in the United States.
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 Canal de Noticias




In 1993, NBC launched a 24-hour Spanish-language news channel serving Latin America (the second news channel serving that region overall, after Noticias ECO[image: External link], and the first to broadcast 24 hours a day), Canal de Noticias NBC, which based its news schedule around the "wheel" format conceived at CNN.[113] The channel, which was headquartered in the offices of the NBC News Channel affiliate news service in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link], employed over 50 journalists to produce, write, anchor and provide technical services. Canal de Noticias NBC shut down in 1999 due to the channel's inability to generate sustainable advertising revenue.
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 Caribbean




In the Caribbean, many cable and satellite providers carry either select U.S.-based NBC affiliated stations or the main network feed from NBC O&Os WNBC in New York City or WTVJ[image: External link] in Miami. In addition, the network's programming has been available in the U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link] since 2004 on WVGN-LD[image: External link] in Charlotte Amalie[image: External link] (owned by LKK Group), while Telemundo owned-and-operated station WKAQ-TV[image: External link] in San Juan, Puerto Rico[image: External link] carries the WNBC feed on a digital subchannel. In these areas, NBC programs are available in English and in Spanish via second audio program[image: External link].
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 Bahamas




In the Bahamas[image: External link], NBC programming is available via U.S.-based affiliate stations on domestic cable providers.
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 Netherlands Antilles




In Aruba[image: External link], NBC maintains an affiliation with Oranjestad[image: External link] station PJA-TV[image: External link] (which brands on-air as "ATV").
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 Bermuda




Until it ended operations in 2014, NBC's entire program lineup was carried by VSB-TV[image: External link], using the Eastern Time Zone[image: External link] feed, though an hour ahead due to its location in the Atlantic Time Zone[image: External link]. Bermuda currently receives NBC service from WTVJ[image: External link]/ Miami[image: External link] via cable.
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 Pacific
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 Guam




In Guam[image: External link], the entire NBC programming lineup is carried by Hagåtña[image: External link] affiliate KUAM-TV[image: External link] (which has been an NBC affiliate since 1956) via the network's East Coast satellite feed. Entertainment and news programming is broadcast day and date on a one-day tape delay as Guam is on the west side of the International Date Line[image: External link] (for example, the network's Thursday prime time lineup airs Friday evenings on KUAM, and is advertised by the station as airing on the latter night in on-air promotions). Live programming, including breaking news and sporting events, airs as scheduled; because of the time difference with the six U.S. time zones, live sports coverage often airs on the station early in the morning. KUAM's programming is relayed to the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link] via satellite station[image: External link] WSZE[image: External link] in Saipan[image: External link].
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 American Samoa




In American Samoa[image: External link], NBC has been affiliated with KKHJ-LP[image: External link] in Pago Pago[image: External link][114] since 2005. Cable television providers on the islands also carry the network's programming via Seattle affiliate KING-TV.
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 Federated States of Micronesia




In the Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link], NBC programming is available on domestic cable providers via Honolulu[image: External link] affiliate KHNL[image: External link].
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 Asia
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 NBC Asia and CNBC Asia




NBC Asia launched in 1994, distributed to Nepal[image: External link], Japan, Malaysia[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link], Taiwan[image: External link], Thailand, Pakistan and the Philippines. Like NBC Europe, NBC Asia featured most of NBC's news programs as well as The Tonight Show, Late Night and Saturday Night Live. Like its European counterpart, it was not allowed to broadcast American-produced primetime shows due to existing broadcast agreements with other domestic broadcasters. NBC Asia produced a regional evening news program that aired each weeknight, and occasionally simulcast some programs from CNBC Asia[image: External link] and MSNBC. NBC also operated NBC Super Sports, a 24-hour channel devoted to televising sporting events.

In July 1998, NBC Asia was replaced by a regional version of the National Geographic Channel[image: External link]. As is the case with NBC Europe, CNBC Asia broadcasts select episodes of The Tonight Show and Late Night as well as Meet the Press are as part of its weekend schedule, and airs NFL games under the Sunday Night Football brand.
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 Regional partners




Through regional partners, NBC-produced programs are seen in some countries in the continent. In the Philippines, Jack TV[image: External link] (owned by Solar Entertainment) airs Will & Grace and Saturday Night Live, while TalkTV[image: External link] airs The Tonight Show and NBC News programs including the weekday and weekend[image: External link] editions of Today, Early Today, Dateline NBC and NBC Nightly News. Solar TV[image: External link] formerly broadcast The Jay Leno Show from 2009 to 2010. In Hong Kong, English language free-to-air channel TVB Pearl (operated by TVB[image: External link]) airs live broadcasts of NBC Nightly News, as well as other select NBC programs.
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 Australia




In Australia, the Seven Network[image: External link] has maintained close ties with NBC and has used a majority of the U.S. network's image campaigns and slogans since the 1970s (conversely, in 2009, NBC and Seven both used the Guy Sebastian[image: External link] single "Like it Like That[image: External link]" in image promos for their respective summer schedules). The network's Seven News[image: External link] division has used John Williams-composed "The Mission" (the proprietary theme music for NBC News' flagship programs since 1985) as the theme music for its local and national news programs since the mid-1980s. Local newscasts were also titled Seven Nightly News from the mid-1980s until c. 2000. NBC News and Seven News often share news resources, with the former division using Seven's reporters for breaking news coverage and select taped story packages relating to Australian stories and the latter sometimes incorporating NBC News reports into its national bulletins.

Seven also rebroadcasts some of NBC's news and current affairs programming during the early morning hours (usually from 3:00 to 5:00 a.m. local time), including the weekday and weekend editions of Today (which it brands as NBC Today to differentiate it from the unrelated morning program[image: External link] on the Nine Network[image: External link]), Dateline NBC and Meet the Press.
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 Criticism and controversies




See also: Today (U.S. TV program) § Controversies and transitions[image: External link], and MSNBC controversies[image: External link]
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 Selective editing of George Zimmerman 911 call




In February 2012, Today aired a story package that included an edited version of a 9-1-1[image: External link] call made by George Zimmerman[image: External link] minutes prior to his confrontation with Trayvon Martin[image: External link] that resulted in the unarmed Florida teenager being shot and killed[image: External link], which (as described in a Washington Post article criticizing the editing of the tape) had the effect of "readily paint[ing] Zimmerman as a racial profiler[image: External link]". In the edited recording, Zimmerman (who claimed he shot Martin in self defense[image: External link]; a grand jury later acquitted him on murder charges while on trial in August 2013) is heard saying, "This guy looks like he's up to no good. He looks black." A portion of the tape in which Zimmerman was describing Martin to the 911 operator was removed in its broadcast version; in the unedited version, Zimmerman said, "This guy looks like he's up to no good. Or he's on drugs or something. It's raining and he's just walking around, looking about." The operator then asked, "OK, and this guy – is he black, white or Hispanic?", to which Zimmerman answered, "He looks black."[115]

Following an internal investigation into the production of the segment,[116] NBC News fired two employees involved with the piece, including a producer based at the division's Miami bureau,[117] and NBC News executive Lilia Luciano.[118] In a statement, NBC News' president at the time Steve Capus apologized, calling the editing "a mistake and not a deliberate act to misrepresent the phone call."[119]

On December 6, 2012, George Zimmerman filed a defamation lawsuit against NBC, alleging that the phone call was edited intentionally to give the impression that he targeted Martin because he was black and to "create the myth that George Zimmerman was a racist and predatory villain".[120][121][122] Florida Circuit Court Judge Debra Nelson dismissed the suit on June 30, 2014, citing that there were "no genuine issues" determinable by a jury that any "actual malice" was acted upon.[123]
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 Presidents of NBC Entertainment






	Executive
	Term
	Position



	Sylvester Weaver[image: External link]
	1953–1955
	Weaver was hired by NBC in 1949, to help challenge CBS's ratings lead. While at NBC, Weaver established many operating practices that became standard for network television; he introduced the practice of networks producing their own television programs and selling advertising time during the broadcasts. Prior to this, advertising agencies usually developed each show for a particular client. Because commercial slots could now more easily be sold to more than one corporate sponsor for each program, a single advertiser pulling out of a program would not necessarily threaten it. Weaver also created several series for the network, Today (in 1952), Tonight Starring Steve Allen[image: External link] (in 1954, the first program in the Tonight Show franchise), Home (1954) and Wide Wide World (1955). Weaver strongly believed that broadcasting should educate as well as entertain and required NBC shows to typically include at least one sophisticated cultural reference or performance per installment – including a segment of a Giuseppe Verdi opera adapted to the comedic style of Sid Caesar[image: External link] and Imogene Coca[image: External link]'s groundbreaking Your Show of Shows[image: External link]. Weaver did not ignore NBC Radio and gave it a shot in the arm in 1955, at a time when network radio was dying and giving way to television, when he developed NBC Monitor, a weekend-long magazine-style block featuring an array of news, music, comedy, drama and sports, with rotating advertisers and some of the most memorable names in broadcast journalism, entertainment and sports that ran until 1975 (20 years after Weaver's departure). Weaver departed shortly afterward, following disputes with NBC chairman David Sarnoff, who believed that his ideas were either too expensive or too highbrow[image: External link] for company tastes. His respective successors, Robert Sarnoff and Robert Kintner, standardized the network's programming practices with far less of the ambitiousness that characterized the Weaver years.



	Robert E. Kintner[image: External link]
	1958–1966
	Kintner was appointed President in 1958; his tenure at NBC was marked by his aggressive effort to push the network's news division past CBS News in ratings and prestige. The news division was given more money, leading it to gain additional resources to provide coverage, notably of the 1960 Presidential election campaign[image: External link], and led the Huntley-Brinkley Report to prominence among the network news programs.



	Julian Goodman[image: External link]
	1966–1974
	Goodman, who joined NBC in 1966, helped establish Chet Huntley[image: External link] and David Brinkley[image: External link] as a well-known anchor team. While working at NBC, he negotiated a $1 million deal to retain Johnny Carson as host of The Tonight Show.



	Herb Schlosser
	1974–1978
	After Johnny Carson[image: External link] announced he wanted to cancel the weekend editions of The Tonight Show[image: External link] in order to instead have repeats of it aired on weeknights,[124] Schlosser approached his vice president of late night programming, Dick Ebersol[image: External link], and asked him to create a show to fill the Saturday night time slot. At the suggestion of Paramount Pictures[image: External link] executive Barry Diller[image: External link], Schlosser and Ebersol then approached Lorne Michaels[image: External link]. Over the next three weeks, Ebersol and Michaels developed the latter's idea for a variety show featuring high-concept comedy sketches, political satire, and music performances. By 1975 Michaels had assembled a talented cast, including Dan Aykroyd[image: External link], John Belushi[image: External link], Chevy Chase[image: External link], Jane Curtin[image: External link], Garrett Morris[image: External link], Laraine Newman[image: External link], Michael O'Donoghue[image: External link], Gilda Radner[image: External link], and George Coe[image: External link]. The show was originally called NBC's Saturday Night, because Saturday Night Live was in use by a program on the rival network[image: External link] ABC[image: External link] that was hosted by its sportscaster Howard Cosell[image: External link]. NBC purchased the rights to the name in 1976 and officially adopted the new title on March 26, 1977. Saturday Night Live remains on the air to this day.



	Fred Silverman[image: External link]
	1978–1981
	Although Silverman developed many successful shows during his tenure at ABC, he left that network to become President and CEO of NBC in 1978. His three-year tenure at the network proved to be a difficult period for the network, marked by several high-profile failures such as Hello, Larry, Pink Lady and Jeff, Supertrain and the Jean Doumanian[image: External link] era of Saturday Night Live (Silverman hired Doumanian after Al Franken, the planned successor for outgoing creator/executive producer Lorne Michaels, castigated Silverman's failures in a sketch on the program[33]). Despite these failures, high points during Silverman's tenure included the launch of Hill Street Blues and the miniseries Shōgun. He also brought David Letterman to the network to host daytime talker The David Letterman Show[image: External link], two years before the debut of Letterman's successful late night program[image: External link] in 1982, after Silverman negotiated a holding deal after the former's cancellation to keep Letterman from going to another network. However, Silverman nearly lost late night leader Johnny Carson, who filed a lawsuit against NBC during a contract dispute with the network; the case was settled out of court and Carson remained with NBC in exchange for acquiring the rights to his show and permission to reduce his time on-air (leading to the use of guest hosts on The Tonight Show such as Joan Rivers[image: External link] and his immediate successor, Jay Leno).[125] Silverman also developed successful sitcoms such as Diff'rent Strokes, The Facts of Life and Gimme a Break!, and made the series commitments that led to Cheers and St. Elsewhere. Silverman also pioneered the reality television genre with the 1979 debut of Real People. His contributions to the network's game show output included the Goodson-Todman[image: External link]-produced Card Sharks[image: External link] and a revival of Password, both of which enjoyed great success as part of the morning schedule, although he also canceled several other relatively popular series, including The Hollywood Squares and High Rollers[image: External link], to make way for The David Letterman Show (those cancellations also threatened Wheel of Fortune, whose host, Chuck Woolery[image: External link], left in a payment dispute during Silverman's tenure, although the show survived). Silverman also oversaw, while simultaneously objecting to, the hiring of Pat Sajak[image: External link] as the new host of Wheel (Sajak remains as host to this day in its syndicated incarnation).[126] On Saturday mornings, at a time when there was much similarity in animated content on the major networks, Silverman oversaw the development of an animated series[image: External link] based on The Smurfs[image: External link] (which ran from 1981 to 1989, well after Silverman's departure, making it one of his longest-lasting contributions to the network) as well as a revival of The Flintstones[image: External link]. In addition, Silverman revitalized the NBC News division, helping Today and NBC Nightly News achieve parity with their competition for the first time in years; and created a new FM radio division with competitive stations in New York City, Chicago, San Francisco and Washington, D.C. During his NBC tenure, Silverman also brought in an entirely new divisional and corporate management team, which remained in place long after Silverman's departure (among this group was Brandon Tartikoff, who as President of Entertainment, would help get NBC back on top by 1985). Silverman also reintroduced the peacock as NBC's corporate logo in 1979.



	Brandon Tartikoff[image: External link]
	1981–1991
	Tartikoff was hired as a program executive at ABC in 1976. He joined NBC the following year, after being hired by Dick Ebersol to direct comedy programs for the network. Tartikoff took over as president of NBC's entertainment division in 1981,[127] becoming the youngest person ever to hold the position, at age 32. At the time Tartikoff took over, NBC was mired in last place behind ABC and CBS, and faced a looming writers' strike and affiliates defecting to other networks (mostly to ABC); Little House on the Prairie, Diff'rent Strokes and Real People were the only prime time shows the network had in the Nielsen Top 20. Also of issue, Johnny Carson was reportedly in talks to move his landmark late-night talk show to ABC; while the original cast and writing staff of Saturday Night Live had left the show, and their replacements had earned SNL some of its worst reviews. By 1982, Tartikoff and network president Grant Tinker gradually turned the network's fortunes around.[128] Tartikoff's successes as President of Entertainment included The Cosby Show (Tartikoff had pursued actor-comedian Bill Cosby[image: External link] to create a comedy pilot[image: External link] after having been impressed by the comedian's stories when Cosby was a guest host on The Tonight Show), the iconic 1980s drama Miami Vice (Tartikoff wrote a brainstorming[image: External link] memo[image: External link] that simply read " MTV[image: External link] cops[image: External link]", and later presented it to former Hill Street Blues writer/producer Anthony Yerkovich[image: External link], who turned into the concept behind Miami Vice).[129][130][131][132] and Knight Rider (which was inspired by a perceived lack of leading men who could act, with Tartikoff suggesting that a talking car could fill in the gaps in any leading man's acting abilities).[128] While Family Ties was undergoing its casting process, Tartikoff was unexcited about Michael J. Fox[image: External link] being considered for the role of Alex P. Keaton,[128] however, creator/executive producer Gary David Goldberg[image: External link] insisted on having Fox in the role until Tartikoff relented, saying, "Go ahead if you insist. But I'm telling you, this is not the kind of face you'll ever see on a lunch box[image: External link]". After Fox's stardom was cemented by Back to the Future[image: External link], he good-naturedly sent Tartikoff a lunch box with Fox's picture that contained a note reading: "To Brandon: This is for you to put your crow[image: External link] in. Love and Kisses, Michael J. Fox", which Tartikoff kept in his office for the rest of his career. Johnny Carson broke the news of his retirement in February 1991 to Tartikoff during a lunch meeting at the Grille in Beverly Hills. Tartikoff and chairman Bob Wright were the only ones who knew of the planned retirement before it was made public days later.[128] Tartikoff wrote in his memoirs that his biggest professional regret was cancelling the series Buffalo Bill[image: External link], which he later went on to include in a fantasy "dream schedule" created for a TV Guide[image: External link] article that detailed his idea of "The Greatest Network Ever."



	Warren Littlefield[image: External link]
	1991–1998
	Littlefield helped develop Cheers, The Cosby Show and The Golden Girls as senior, and later, executive vice president of NBC Entertainment under Brandon Tartikoff, of whom Littlefield was his protégé. During his tenure as president of NBC, Littlefield oversaw the creation of many hit shows during the 1990s such as Seinfeld, The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, Wings, Blossom, Law & Order, Mad About You, Sisters, Frasier, Friends, ER, Homicide: Life on the Street[image: External link], Caroline in the City[image: External link], NewsRadio[image: External link], 3rd Rock from the Sun[image: External link], Suddenly Susan[image: External link], Just Shoot Me!, Will & Grace and The West Wing.



	Scott Sassa[image: External link]
	1998–1999
	Sassa joined NBC in September 1997 as president of the NBC Television Stations division, where he was responsible for overseeing the operation of NBC's then 13 owned-and-operated stations.[133] In October 1998, Sassa became president of NBC Entertainment, lasting in that position for eight months until he was reassigned to NBC's West Coast division in May 1999, where as its president, he oversaw NBC's entertainment-related businesses.[41] Sassa made the transition to that position after working alongside his predecessor, Don Ohlmeyer. During this time, he oversaw the development and production of NBC's new primetime series including such shows as The West Wing, Law & Order: Special Victims Unit and Fear Factor. Under Sassa, NBC rated as the #1 network for three out of four seasons.



	Garth Ancier[image: External link]
	1999–2000
	Ancier, who also worked as television producer (most notably, serving as executive producer of tabloid talk show Ricki Lake[image: External link]) prior to joining the network, was named President of NBC Entertainment in 1999.



	Jeff Zucker[image: External link]
	2000–2004
	Zucker was named President of NBC Entertainment in 2000, succeeding Garth Ancier.[134] In a 2004 profile on Zucker, Businessweek[image: External link] stated that in his four years as entertainment president, he was responsible for having "kept the network ahead of the pack by airing the gross out[image: External link] show Fear Factor, negotiating for the cast of the hit series Friends to take the series up to a tenth season, and signing Donald Trump for the reality show The Apprentice" and having helped increase NBC's operating revenue from $532 million in 1999 to $870 million by 2003. Other critical and/or commercial successes greenlit under Zucker included Las Vegas, Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link] and Scrubs[image: External link]. He originated the concept of airing "Supersized" episodes (running longer than the standard 30-minute slot) of NBC sitcoms during sweeps and making aggressive programming efforts during the summer to compete with cable networks that began to draw viewers to their original programming content while the networks ran mostly reruns. Zucker also oversaw the successful transition of Bravo[image: External link] (which NBC acquired from Rainbow Media[image: External link] in 2002) from a film and arts-focused network to a network primarily reliant on reality series, and the repositioning of Telemundo to become more competitive with leading Spanish-language network Univision. In May 2004, following NBC's merger with Vivendi Universal[image: External link], Zucker was promoted to president of the NBC Universal Television Group. Zucker's responsibilities, which already included NBC's cable channels, were expanded to include oversight of television production as well as USA Network[image: External link], Sci-Fi Channel[image: External link] and Trio[image: External link]. Following his promotion, NBC slid from first place to fourth in the ratings. Shows that Zucker championed such as animated series Father of the Pride[image: External link] and the Friends spinoff Joey floundered.[135]




	Kevin Reilly[image: External link]
	2004–2007
	Reilly was appointed President of Entertainment in May 2004. Having begun his career at NBC Entertainment almost two decades earlier, he returned to the network in the fall of 2003 as President of Primetime Development. Early in his NBC career, Reilly supervised Law & Order in its first season and helped develop ER. After his first stint at NBC, Reilly became President of Brad Grey Television, the television production arm of Brillstein-Grey Entertainment[image: External link], in 1994. He was responsible for the development of the pilot for The Sopranos[image: External link], and NBC sitcoms Just Shoot Me! and NewsRadio. Reilly's vocal support of The Office helped it survive its first season, despite it suffering from low ratings.[136] Shows developed under Reilly included My Name Is Earl, Heroes, 30 Rock and Friday Night Lights.[137] Although he signed a new three-year contract with NBC in February 2007, Reilly was terminated as President in late May 2007.[138] Approximately one month later, he joined Fox as its President of Entertainment.



	Ben Silverman[image: External link]
	2007–2009
	Silverman and Marc Graboff were appointed co-chairmen of NBC Entertainment in 2007, succeeding Kevin Reilly. That year, Silverman became the first producer since Norman Lear[image: External link] (in 1973) to have two Emmy-nominated shows in the "Outstanding Comedy/Variety Series" category (The Office and ABC's Ugly Betty[image: External link]).[139] He is credited for his role in saving the critically acclaimed but low-rated NBC drama Friday Night Lights by striking an innovative deal,[140] in which DirecTV[image: External link] agreed to take on a substantial amount of the show's production budget in exchange for exclusive first window[image: External link] rights to broadcast the program on The 101[image: External link] while NBC would re-air the episodes later in the season.[141]




	Jeff Gaspin[image: External link]
	2009–2010
	Gaspin first joined NBC in the early 1980s, as part of its associates program, after failing to find any jobs in finance on Wall Street. After spending five years in the finance department, he was promoted to a programming position at NBC News at the urging of the news division's then-president Michael Gartner, before being moved to the entertainment division. During his first tenure, Gaspin helped to develop and launch Dateline NBC and oversaw the expansion of Today to weekends. In 1996, Gaspin left NBC to become program development chief at VH1[image: External link]. Gaspin returned to NBC in 2001 as Executive Vice President of Program Strategy at NBC Entertainment, where he helped to develop new programs such as The Apprentice and The Biggest Loser. In 2002, Gaspin was appointed as President of Bravo, following NBC's purchase of the cable channel, where his most notable accomplishments were the massive hits Queer Eye for the Straight Guy[image: External link] and Project Runway[image: External link]. He was reassigned to President of NBC Universal Cable and Digital Content in 2007.[142] In July 2009, Gaspin was promoted to Chairman of NBC Universal Television Entertainment, becoming responsible for NBC Entertainment, USA Network, Bravo and NBC Universal Domestic Television Distribution[image: External link].



	Robert Greenblatt[image: External link]
	2011–present
	Greenblatt succeeded Jeff Gaspin in January 2011 after Comcast took control of NBCUniversal.[143]
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Running Mate






For other uses, see Running mate (disambiguation)[image: External link].

A running mate is a person[image: External link] running together with another person on a joint ticket[image: External link] during an election[image: External link]. The term is most often used in reference to the person in the subordinate[image: External link] position (such as the vice presidential candidate running with a presidential candidate) but can also properly be used when referring to both candidates, such as by saying Joko Widodo and Jusuf Kalla[image: External link], and Uhuru Kenyatta[image: External link] and William Ruto[image: External link], were running mates in reation to the most recent presidential elections held in Indonesia[image: External link] and Kenya[image: External link] respectively.

Running mates may be chosen, by custom or by law, to balance the ticket[image: External link] geographically, ideologically, or personally; two examples of such a custom are in Nigerian[image: External link] presidential elections, in which a presidential candidate from the predomiantly Christian[image: External link] south is typically matched with a vice presidential candidate from the predomiantly muslim[image: External link] north, and vice-versa, and the Bulgarian presidential election, 2016[image: External link], in which both candidiates who went on to the second round of voting[image: External link], Rumen Radev[image: External link] and Tsetska Tsacheva[image: External link], had running mates of the opposite gender. The object is to create a more widespread appeal for the ticket, and the results can range from assisting the resulting pair of candidiates in appealing to a larger basis of people to deterring voters who were initially inclined to vote for the running candidate but have been put off by the choice of the running mate.

The term is usually used in the Countries in which the offices of President[image: External link] and Vice President[image: External link] are both directy elected on the same ticket, in reference to a prospective Vice President. However, there are Countries, such as the Philippines and (nominally) Cyprus[image: External link], in which the President and Vice-President are elected on separate tickets, and frequently, this results in them being from different political parties - indeed, when the Philippine Vice-Presidential position was restored in 1987, no Vice-President has served from the President's party, even though candidates for both posts run jointly. Further, in other countries, such as Botswana[image: External link] and Kiribati[image: External link], the Vice President is legally appointed by the President in all cases (unlike, for instance, the United States, in which the President appoints a Vice President only in case of a vacancy, or Taiwan[image: External link], in which the President nominates candidiates for Vice-President in case of avacancy and the Legislative Council[image: External link] elects one of them to fill the vacancy).

In cases of both separate elections and appointments, the President and Vice-President are not considered running mates because they are not elected on the same ticket.

In United States politics

In the United States, "running mate" refers not only to a candidate for vice president (federal), but also to a candidate for lieutenant governors of those states where the governor and lieutenant governor are jointly elected. Historically, American running mates were chosen by political parties in consultation with the principal candidate (i.e., the person running for president or governor). In the late 1960s, it became the practice of the principal candidate in presidential elections to announce his or her preferred choice of running mate at his or her political party's national convention. The current practice is for the presumptive nominee of a political party to announce his or her choice for running mate before the national convention which, because of the extensive primary election and caucus system, is becoming increasingly irrelevant.

The practice of running candidates for president and vice president together evolved in the nineteenth century. Originally, electors cast two ballots for president and whoever took second place in the tabulation became vice president. Starting in 1804, the president and vice president were elected on separate ballots as specified in the Twelfth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link] which was adopted in that year. As more and more states subsequently began to choose their electors by popular election instead of appointment (South Carolina[image: External link] being the last state to change, in 1860), candidates began to realize they could run together as a team for president and vice president instead of running completely separately for each office.

The practice of a presidential candidate having a running mate was solidified during the American Civil War[image: External link]. In 1864, in the interest of fostering national unity, Abraham Lincoln from the Republican Party (popular in the North) and Andrew Johnson of the Democratic Party (popular in the South), were co-endorsed and run together for President and Vice-President as candidates of the National Union Party[image: External link]. Notwithstanding this party disbanded after the war ended, with the result that Republican Lincoln was succeeded by Democrat Johnson; the states began to place candidates for President and Vice-President together on the same ballot ticket - thus making it impossible to vote for a presidential candidate from one party and a vice-presidential candidate from another party, as had previously been possible.

Presidential candidates from smaller states sometimes choose a vice presidential running mate from a state with a large number of electoral votes - as when Walter Mondale of Minnesota (10 votes) selected Geraldine Ferraro of New York (then 36 votes). It is preferred, but not legally required, that the running mate be from a different state from the presidential nominee, because each elector can vote for no more than one candidate from his or her own state. Running mates can also be chosen from swing states in order to boost a candidate's chance of winning in the state.


In electing a subordinate officer the Electors will not require those qualifications requisite for supreme command. The office of the Vice President will be sinecure[image: External link]. It will be brought to market and exposed to sale to procure votes for the President.

— William Cocke[image: External link], December 2, 1803, Witcover 1992 cited by Sigelman and Wahlbeck 1997[1]



Outside the United States

In many countries in which there are a President and Vice-President with both posititons being directly elected, the running mate of the winning presidential candidate automatically assumes the Vice-Presidency; a notable exception is the Philippines, in which one presidential candidate can (and usually is) elected with the running mate of an opposing candidate.
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Earned Media






Earned media (or free media) refers to publicity[image: External link] gained through promotional[image: External link] efforts other than paid media[image: External link] advertising, which refers to publicity gained through advertising,[1] or owned media, which refers to branding.
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There are many types of media available to online marketers and fit into the broad categories: owned, paid, and earned media.

Owned media is defined as communication channels that are within one's control, such as websites, blogs, or email. Paid media refers mostly to traditional advertising.

Earned media cannot be bought or owned; it can only be gained organically, when content receives recognition and a following through communication channels such as social media[image: External link] and word of mouth.[2] Earned media often refers specifically to publicity gained through editorial influence of various kinds. The media may include any mass media[image: External link] outlets, such as newspaper[image: External link], television[image: External link], radio[image: External link], and the Internet, and may include a variety of formats, such as news articles or shows, letters to the editor[image: External link], editorials[image: External link], and polls[image: External link] on television and the Internet.
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Many consider earned media to be the most cost effective method of marketing. As a result, many companies are investing in earned media. The increased use of earned media is converging traditional owned and paid methods of marketing.[2]



	Examples of paid, owned and earned media



	Type
	Definition
	Offline Examples
	Online Examples



	Paid
	Media activity related to a company or brand that is generated by the company or its agents
	

	Traditional advertising (e.g., television, radio, print, outdoor)

	Sponsorships

	Direct Mail




	

	Display/banner advertising

	Search advertising (e.g. Google AdWords)

	Social network advertising (e.g. Facebook ads)

	Electronic direct mail (e.g., email advertising)







	Owned
	Media activity related to a company or brand that is generated by the company or its agents in channels it controls
	

	Retail in-store visual merchandising or displays

	Brochures

	Company press releases




	

	Company/brand website

	Company/brand blog

	Company-owned pages/accounts in online social networks (e.g., Twitter account, Facebook brand page)







	Earned
	Media activity related to a company or brand that is not directly generated by the company or its agents but rather by other entities such as customers or journalists
	

	Traditional publicity mentions in professional media outlets

	Ratings and reviews in TMOs (e.g., movie reviews)

	Consumer-to-consumer WOM conversations about products, including advice and referrals

	Consumers showing or demonstrating products to each other




	

	Traditional publicity mentions in digital media outlets (e.g., professional blogs,)

	Online WOM referrals (e.g., invitations to join a website)

	Post in online communities or social networks (e.g., status updates, tweets)

	Online ratings and reviews (e.g., Yelp.com for restaurants, Amazon.com for products)








The increasing use of earned media has provided marketers with new ways in which to interact and engage their customers. These innovative approaches are replacing traditional marketing methods such as email and banner ads, and provide innovative methods to find, optimize, and measure return on earned media investments.[2]
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A Nielsen study in 2013 found that earned media (also described in the report as word-of-mouth) is the most trusted source of information in all countries it surveyed worldwide. It also found that earned media is the channel most likely to stimulate the consumer to action. Other authorities make the distinction between online and offline earned media/word-of-mouth, and have shown that offline word-of-mouth has been found to be more effective than online word-of-mouth.
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Hillary Diane Rodham Clinton (/'hIleri daI'aen 'radem 'klInten /[image: External link]; born October 26, 1947) is an American politician who was the 67th[image: External link] United States Secretary of State from 2009 to 2013, U.S. Senator from New York[image: External link] from 2001 to 2009, First Lady of the United States from 1993 to 2001, and the Democratic Party[image: External link]'s nominee for President of the United States in the 2016 election[image: External link].

Born in Chicago, Illinois[image: External link], and raised in the Chicago suburb of Park Ridge[image: External link], Clinton graduated from Wellesley College[image: External link] in 1969, and earned a J.D.[image: External link] from Yale Law School[image: External link] in 1973. After serving as a congressional legal counsel, she moved to Arkansas and married Bill Clinton in 1975. In 1977, she co-founded Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families[image: External link]. She was appointed the first female chair of the Legal Services Corporation[image: External link] in 1978 and became the first female partner at Rose Law Firm[image: External link] the following year. As First Lady of Arkansas, she led a task force whose recommendations helped reform Arkansas's public schools.

As First Lady of the United States, Clinton was an advocate for gender equality and healthcare reform[image: External link]. Her relationship with her husband came under public speculation during the Lewinsky scandal[image: External link], forcing her to issue a statement reaffirming her commitment to the marriage. Clinton was elected in 2000[image: External link] as the first female senator from New York[image: External link]. She was re-elected to the Senate in 2006[image: External link]. Running for president in 2008, she won far more delegates than any previous female candidate, but lost the Democratic nomination[image: External link] to Barack Obama.[1]

As Secretary of State in the Obama administration[image: External link] from 2009 to 2013, Clinton responded to the Arab Spring[image: External link], during which she advocated[image: External link] the U.S. military intervention in Libya[image: External link]. She helped organize a diplomatic isolation and international sanctions regime against Iran, in an effort to force curtailment of that country's nuclear program[image: External link]; this would eventually lead to the multinational Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link] agreement in 2015. Leaving office after Obama's first term, she wrote her fifth book[image: External link] and undertook speaking engagements.

Clinton made a second presidential run in 2016[image: External link]. She received the most votes and primary delegates in the 2016 Democratic primaries[image: External link], and formally accepted her party's nomination for President of the United States on July 28, 2016 with vice presidential running mate Senator Tim Kaine. She became the first female candidate to be nominated for president by a major U.S. political party[image: External link]. Despite winning a plurality of the national popular vote[image: External link], Clinton lost the Electoral College[image: External link] and the presidency to her Republican opponent Donald Trump.[2] Following her loss, in 2017 she decided to focus on being a self-described "activist citizen".[3]
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Hillary Diane Rodham was born on October 26, 1947, at Edgewater Hospital in Chicago, Illinois[image: External link].[4][5] Clinton was raised in a United Methodist[image: External link] family, living first in Chicago; when she was three, her family moved to the Chicago suburb of Park Ridge[image: External link].[6] Her father, Hugh Ellsworth Rodham[image: External link] (1911–1993), was of English[image: External link] and Welsh[image: External link] descent,[7] and managed a small but successful textile business.[8] Her mother, Dorothy Emma Howell[image: External link] (1919–2011), was a homemaker of Dutch[image: External link], English, French Canadian[image: External link] (from Quebec[image: External link]), Scottish[image: External link], and Welsh descent.[7][9][10] Clinton has two younger brothers, Hugh[image: External link] and Tony[image: External link].[11]

As a child, Rodham was a favorite student of her teachers at the public schools that she attended in Park Ridge.[12] She participated in sports such as swimming and baseball, and earned numerous badges as a Brownie[image: External link] and a Girl Scout[image: External link].[12] She has often told a story[13][14][15] of being inspired by U.S. efforts during the Space Race[image: External link] and sending a letter to NASA[image: External link] around 1961 asking what she could do to become an astronaut, only to be told that no women were being accepted into the program.[16] She attended Maine East High School[image: External link], where she participated in the student council[image: External link], the school newspaper, and was selected for the National Honor Society[image: External link].[4][17] She was elected class vice president for her junior year, but then lost for class president for her senior year against two boys, one of whom told her that "you are really stupid if you think a girl can be elected president".[18] For her senior year, she and other students were transferred to the then new Maine South High School[image: External link], where she was a National Merit Finalist[image: External link] and was voted "most likely to succeed". She graduated in her class's top five percent in 1965.[19]

Rodham's mother wanted her to have an independent, professional career,[10] and her father, otherwise a traditionalist, felt that his daughter's abilities and opportunities should not be limited by gender.[20] Raised in a politically conservative household,[10] Rodham helped canvass Chicago's South Side[image: External link] at age 13 following the very close 1960 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], where she saw evidence of electoral fraud[image: External link] (such as voting list entries showing addresses that were empty lots) against Republican[image: External link] candidate Richard Nixon.[21] She then volunteered to campaign for Republican candidate Barry Goldwater in the U.S. presidential election of 1964[image: External link].[22] Rodham's early political development was shaped most by her high school history teacher (like her father, a fervent anti-communist[image: External link]), who introduced her to Goldwater's The Conscience of a Conservative[image: External link], and by her Methodist[image: External link] youth minister (like her mother, concerned with issues of social justice[image: External link]), with whom she saw, and afterwards briefly met, civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link] at a 1962 speech in Chicago's Orchestra Hall[image: External link].[23]
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In 1965, Rodham enrolled at Wellesley College[image: External link], where she majored in political science[image: External link].[24][25] During her freshman year, she served as president of the Wellesley Young Republicans;[26][27] with this Rockefeller Republican-oriented group,[28] she supported the elections of John Lindsay[image: External link] to Mayor of New York City[image: External link] and Massachusetts Attorney General[image: External link] Edward Brooke[image: External link] to the United States Senate.[29] She later stepped down from this position. Clinton would later write in 2003 that her views at this time changed regarding the American Civil Rights Movement[image: External link] and the Vietnam War.[26] In a letter to her youth minister at this time, she described herself as "a mind conservative and a heart liberal".[30] In contrast to the 1960s current that advocated radical actions against the political system, she sought to work for change within it.[31][32]

In her junior[image: External link] year, Rodham became a supporter of the antiwar presidential nomination campaign[image: External link] of Democrat Eugene McCarthy[image: External link].[33] In early 1968, she was elected president of the Wellesley College Government Association and served through early 1969.[31][34] Following the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link], Rodham organized a two-day student strike and worked with Wellesley's black students to recruit more black students and faculty.[33] In her student government role, she played a role in keeping Wellesley from being embroiled in the student disruptions common to other colleges.[31][35] A number of her fellow students thought she might some day become the first female President of the United States.[31]

To help her better understand her changing political views, Professor Alan Schechter[image: External link] assigned Rodham to intern at the House Republican Conference, and she attended the "Wellesley in Washington" summer program.[33] Rodham was invited by moderate New York Republican Representative Charles Goodell[image: External link] to help Governor Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link]'s late-entry campaign for the Republican nomination.[33] Rodham attended the 1968 Republican National Convention in Miami. However, she was upset by the way Richard Nixon's campaign portrayed Rockefeller and by what she perceived as the convention's "veiled" racist messages, and left the Republican Party for good.[33] Rodham wrote her senior thesis[image: External link], a critique of the tactics of radical community organizer Saul Alinsky[image: External link], under Professor Schechter.[36] (Years later, while she was first lady, access to her thesis was restricted at the request of the White House[image: External link] and it became the subject of some speculation. The thesis was later released.[36])

In 1969, she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts,[37] with departmental honors in political science.[36] After some fellow seniors requested that the college administration allow a student speaker at commencement, she became the first student in Wellesley College history to speak at the event, following commencement speaker[image: External link] Senator Brooke.[34][38] Her speech received a standing ovation lasting seven minutes.[31][39][40] She was featured in an article published in Life[image: External link] magazine,[41][42] due to the response to a part of her speech that criticized Senator Brooke.[38] She also appeared on Irv Kupcinet[image: External link]'s nationally syndicated television talk show as well as in Illinois and New England newspapers.[43] That summer, she worked her way across Alaska, washing dishes in Mount McKinley National Park[image: External link] and sliming[image: External link] salmon in a fish processing cannery in Valdez[image: External link] (which fired her and shut down overnight when she complained about unhealthful conditions).[44]
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Rodham then entered Yale Law School[image: External link], where she served on the editorial board of the Yale Review of Law and Social Action[image: External link].[45] During her second year, she worked at the Yale Child Study Center[image: External link],[46] learning about new research on early childhood brain development and working as a research assistant on the seminal work, Beyond the Best Interests of the Child (1973).[47][48] She also took on cases of child abuse at Yale–New Haven Hospital[image: External link][47] and volunteered at New Haven Legal Services to provide free legal advice for the poor.[46] In the summer of 1970 she was awarded a grant to work at Marian Wright Edelman[image: External link]'s Washington Research Project, where she was assigned to Senator Walter Mondale[image: External link]'s Subcommittee on Migratory Labor[image: External link]. There she researched various migrant workers[image: External link]' issues including education, health, and housing.[49] Edelman later became a significant mentor.[50] Rodham was recruited by political advisor Anne Wexler[image: External link] to work on the 1970 campaign of Connecticut U.S. Senate candidate Joseph Duffey[image: External link], with Rodham later crediting Wexler with providing her first job in politics.[51]

In the late spring of 1971, she began dating Bill Clinton, also a law student at Yale. During the summer, she interned at the Oakland, California[image: External link], law firm of Treuhaft, Walker and Burnstein[image: External link].[52] The firm was well known for its support of constitutional rights[image: External link], civil liberties[image: External link], and radical causes[image: External link] (two of its four partners were current or former Communist Party members[image: External link]);[52] Rodham worked on child custody and other cases.[a] Clinton canceled his original summer plans in order to live with her in California;[56] the couple continued living together in New Haven when they returned to law school.[53] The following summer, Rodham and Clinton campaigned in Texas for unsuccessful 1972 Democratic presidential candidate[image: External link] George McGovern[image: External link].[57] She received a Juris Doctor[image: External link] degree from Yale in 1973,[37] having stayed on an extra year to be with Clinton.[58] He first proposed marriage to her following graduation but she declined, uncertain if she wanted to tie her future to his.[58]

Rodham began a year of postgraduate study on children and medicine at the Yale Child Study Center.[59] In late 1973 her first scholarly article, "Children Under the Law", was published in the Harvard Educational Review[image: External link].[60] Discussing the new children's rights movement[image: External link], it stated that "child citizens" were "powerless individuals"[61] and argued that children should not be considered equally incompetent[image: External link] from birth to attaining legal age, but instead that courts should presume competence except when there is evidence otherwise, on a case-by-case basis.[62] The article became frequently cited in the field.[63]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Marriage, family, law career, and First Lady of Arkansas





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 From the East Coast to Arkansas




During her postgraduate study, Rodham served as staff attorney for Edelman's newly founded Children's Defense Fund[image: External link] in Cambridge, Massachusetts[image: External link],[64] and as a consultant to the Carnegie Council on Children.[65] In 1974 she was a member of the impeachment inquiry staff in Washington, D.C., advising the House Committee on the Judiciary[image: External link] during the Watergate scandal[image: External link].[66] Under the guidance of Chief Counsel John Doar[image: External link] and senior member Bernard W. Nussbaum[image: External link],[47] Rodham helped research procedures of impeachment and the historical grounds and standards for impeachment.[66] The committee's work culminated in the resignation of President Richard Nixon in August 1974.[66]

By then, Rodham was viewed as someone with a bright political future. Democratic political organizer and consultant Betsey Wright[image: External link] had moved from Texas to Washington the previous year to help guide Rodham's career.[67] Wright thought she had the potential to become a future senator or president.[68] Meanwhile, boyfriend Bill Clinton had repeatedly asked Rodham to marry him and she continued to demur.[69] After failing the District of Columbia[image: External link] bar exam[image: External link][70] and passing the Arkansas exam, Rodham came to a key decision. As she later wrote, "I chose to follow my heart instead of my head".[71] She thus followed Clinton to Arkansas, rather than staying in Washington, where career prospects were brighter. He was then teaching law and running for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link] in his home state. In August 1974, Rodham moved to Fayetteville, Arkansas[image: External link], and became one of only two female faculty members in the School of Law[image: External link] at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville[image: External link].[72][73]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early Arkansas years




At the university, Rodham gave classes in criminal law, where she was considered a rigorous teacher and tough grader.[74] She became the first director of a new legal aid clinic at the school, securing support from the local bar association and gaining federal funding.[75] Among her cases was one where she was obliged by request of the court to serve as defense counsel to a man accused of raping a 12-year-old girl[image: External link]; she put on an effective defense that led to his pleading guilty to a much lesser charge.[76] Decades later, the victim said that the defense counsel had put her "through hell" during the legal process; Hillary Clinton has called the trial a "terrible case".[76] During her time in Fayetteville, Rodham and several other women founded the city's first rape crisis center.[75] Rodham still harbored doubts about marriage, concerned that her separate identity would be lost and her accomplishments viewed in the light of someone else's.[77]

Rodham and Bill Clinton bought a house in Fayetteville in the summer of 1975, and she finally agreed to marry him.[78] Their wedding took place on October 11, 1975, in a Methodist ceremony in their living room.[79] A story about the marriage in the Arkansas Gazette[image: External link] indicated that she was retaining the name Hillary Rodham.[80][81] The motivation was to keep the couple's professional lives separate and avoid apparent conflicts of interest and because, as she told a friend at the time, "it showed that I was still me."[82] The decision did upset both their mothers.[83] Clinton had lost the congressional race in 1974, but in November 1976 was elected Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link], and so the couple moved to the state capital of Little Rock[image: External link].[84] There, in February 1977, Rodham joined the venerable Rose Law Firm[image: External link], a bastion of Arkansan political and economic influence.[85] She specialized in patent infringement[image: External link] and intellectual property law[45] while also working pro bono[image: External link] in child advocacy;[86] she rarely performed litigation work in court.[87]

Rodham maintained her interest in children's law and family policy, publishing the scholarly articles "Children's Policies: Abandonment and Neglect" in 1977[88] and "Children's Rights: A Legal Perspective" in 1979.[89] The latter continued her argument that children's legal competence depended upon their age and other circumstances and that in serious medical rights cases, judicial intervention was sometimes warranted.[62] An American Bar Association[image: External link] chair later said, "Her articles were important, not because they were radically new but because they helped formulate something that had been inchoate."[62] Historian Garry Wills[image: External link] would later describe her as "one of the more important scholar-activists of the last two decades",[90] while conservatives said her theories would usurp traditional parental authority,[91] would allow children to file frivolous lawsuits against their parents,[62] and exemplified legal "crit" theory[image: External link] run amok.[92]

In 1977, Rodham cofounded Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families[image: External link], a state-level alliance with the Children's Defense Fund.[45][94] Later that year, President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] (for whom Rodham had been the 1976 campaign director of field operations in Indiana)[95] appointed her to the board of directors of the Legal Services Corporation[image: External link],[96] and she served in that capacity from 1978 until the end of 1981.[97] From mid-1978 to mid-1980,[b] she was the chair of that board, the first woman to have the job.[98] During her time as chair, funding for the Corporation was expanded from $90 million to $300 million; subsequently she successfully fought President Ronald Reagan's attempts to reduce the funding and change the nature of the organization.[86]

Following her husband's November 1978 election as Governor of Arkansas[image: External link], Rodham became First Lady of Arkansas in January 1979, a title that she held for twelve years (1979–81, 1983–92). Clinton appointed her chair of the Rural Health Advisory Committee the same year,[99] where she secured federal funds to expand medical facilities in Arkansas's poorest areas without affecting doctors' fees.[100]

In 1979, Rodham became the first woman to be made a full partner of Rose Law Firm.[101] From 1978 until they entered the White House, she had a higher salary than her husband.[102] During 1978 and 1979, while looking to supplement their income, Rodham engaged in the trading of cattle futures contracts[image: External link];[103] an initial $1,000 investment generated nearly $100,000 when she stopped trading after ten months.[104] The couple also began their ill-fated investment in the Whitewater Development Corporation[image: External link] real estate venture with Jim[image: External link] and Susan McDougal[image: External link] at this time.[103] Both of these became subjects of controversy in the 1990s.

On February 27, 1980, Rodham gave birth to a daughter, Chelsea[image: External link]. In November 1980, Bill Clinton was defeated in his bid for re-election[image: External link].[105]
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Bill Clinton returned to the governor's office two years later after winning the election of 1982. During her husband's campaign, Hillary began to use the name "Hillary Clinton", or sometimes "Mrs. Bill Clinton", to assuage the concerns of Arkansas voters; she also took a leave of absence[image: External link] from Rose Law to campaign for him full-time.[106] As First Lady of Arkansas again, she made a point of using Hillary Rodham Clinton as her name.[c] She was named chair of the Arkansas Education Standards Committee in 1983, where she sought to reform the state's court-sanctioned public education system.[112][113] In one of the Clinton governorship's most important initiatives, she fought a prolonged but ultimately successful battle against the Arkansas Education Association[image: External link] to establish mandatory teacher testing and state standards for curriculum and classroom size.[99][112] It became her introduction into the politics of a highly visible public policy effort.[81][112] In 1985, she introduced Arkansas's Home Instruction Program for Preschool Youth, a program that helps parents work with their children in preschool preparedness and literacy.[114] She was named Arkansas Woman of the Year in 1983 and Arkansas Mother of the Year in 1984.[115][116]

Clinton continued to practice law with the Rose Law Firm while she was First Lady of Arkansas. She earned less than the other partners, as she billed fewer hours,[117] but still made more than $200,000 in her final year there.[118] The firm considered her a " rainmaker[image: External link]" because she brought in clients, partly thanks to the prestige she lent it and to her corporate board connections.[118] She was also very influential in the appointment of state judges.[118] Bill Clinton's Republican opponent in his 1986 gubernatorial re-election campaign accused the Clintons of conflict of interest, because Rose Law did state business; the Clintons countered the charge by saying that state fees were walled off by the firm before her profits were calculated.[119]

From 1982 to 1988, Clinton was on the board of directors, sometimes as chair, of the New World Foundation[image: External link],[120] which funded a variety of New Left[image: External link] interest groups[image: External link].[121] From 1987 to 1991, she was the first chair of the American Bar Association's Commission on Women in the Profession, created to address gender bias in the legal profession and induce the association to adopt measures to combat it.[122] She was twice named by The National Law Journal[image: External link] as one of the 100 most influential lawyers in America: in 1988 and in 1991.[123] When Bill Clinton thought about not running again for governor in 1990, Hillary Clinton considered running, but private polls were unfavorable and, in the end, he ran and was re-elected for the final time.[124]

Clinton served as Chairman of the Board of the Children's Defense Fund[4][125] and on the board of the Arkansas Children's Hospital[image: External link]'s Legal Services (1988–92)[126] In addition to her positions with nonprofit organizations, she also held positions on the corporate board of directors of TCBY[image: External link] (1985–92),[127] Wal-Mart Stores[image: External link] (1986–92)[128] and Lafarge[image: External link] (1990–92).[129] TCBY and Wal-Mart were Arkansas-based companies that were also clients of Rose Law.[118][130] Clinton was the first female member on Wal-Mart's board, added following pressure on chairman Sam Walton[image: External link] to name a woman to it.[130] Once there, she pushed successfully for Wal-Mart to adopt more environmentally friendly practices, was largely unsuccessful in a campaign for more women to be added to the company's management, and was silent about the company's famously anti-labor union practices.[128][130][131]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Bill Clinton presidential campaign of 1992




Clinton received sustained national attention for the first time when her husband became a candidate for the 1992 Democratic presidential nomination[image: External link]. Before the New Hampshire primary[image: External link], tabloid[image: External link] publications printed assertions that Bill Clinton had engaged in an extramarital affair with Gennifer Flowers[image: External link].[132] In response, the Clintons appeared together on 60 Minutes, where Bill denied the affair, but acknowledged "causing pain in my marriage".[133] This joint appearance was credited with rescuing his campaign.[134] During the campaign, Hillary made culturally disparaging remarks about Tammy Wynette[image: External link]'s outlook on marriage as described in her classic song "Stand by Your Man[image: External link]",[d] and later in the campaign about how she could have chosen to be like women staying home and baking cookies and having teas, but wanted to pursue her career instead.[e] The remarks were widely criticized, particularly by those who were, or defended, stay-at-home mothers, and in retrospect, were ill-considered by her own admission. Bill said that in electing him, the nation would "get two for the price of one", referring to the prominent role his wife would assume.[140] Beginning with Daniel Wattenberg[image: External link]'s August 1992 The American Spectator[image: External link] article "The Lady Macbeth of Little Rock", Hillary's own past ideological and ethical record came under attack from conservatives.[91] At least twenty other articles in major publications also drew comparisons between her and Lady Macbeth[image: External link].[141]
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When Bill Clinton took office as President in January 1993, Hillary Rodham Clinton became the First Lady, and her press secretary reiterated that she would be using that form of her name.[c] She was the first inaugural First Lady to have earned a postgraduate degree[image: External link] and to have her own professional career up to the time of entering the White House.[142] She was also the first to have an office in the West Wing[image: External link] of the White House in addition to the usual first lady offices in the East Wing[image: External link].[59][143] She was part of the innermost circle vetting appointments to the new administration and her choices filled at least eleven top-level positions and dozens more lower-level ones.[144] After Eleanor Roosevelt[image: External link], Clinton was regarded as the most openly empowered presidential wife in American history.[145][146]

Some critics called it inappropriate for the first lady to play a central role in matters of public policy. Supporters pointed out that Clinton's role in policy was no different from that of other White House advisors and that voters had been well aware that she would play an active role in her husband's presidency.[147] Bill Clinton's campaign promise of "two for the price of one" led opponents to refer derisively to the Clintons as "co-presidents" or sometimes use the Arkansas label "Billary".[99][148][149] The pressures of conflicting ideas about the role of a first lady were enough to send Hillary Clinton into "imaginary discussions"[clarification needed[image: External link]] with the also-politically-active Eleanor Roosevelt.[f] From the time she came to Washington, Hillary also found refuge in a prayer group[image: External link] of the Fellowship[image: External link] that featured many wives of conservative Washington figures.[153][154] Triggered in part by the death of her father in April 1993, she publicly sought to find a synthesis of Methodist teachings, liberal religious political philosophy, and Tikkun[image: External link] editor Michael Lerner[image: External link]'s "politics of meaning" to overcome what she saw as America's "sleeping sickness of the soul"; that would lead to a willingness "to remold society by redefining what it means to be a human being in the twentieth century, moving into a new millennium."[155][156]
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See also: Clinton health care plan of 1993[image: External link]


In January 1993, President Clinton named Hillary to chair a Task Force on National Health Care Reform, hoping to replicate the success she had in leading the effort for Arkansas education reform.[157] Unconvinced regarding the merits of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), she privately urged that passage of health care reform be given higher priority.[158][159] The recommendation of the task force became known as the Clinton health care plan[image: External link], a comprehensive proposal that would require employers to provide health coverage to their employees through individual health maintenance organizations[image: External link]. Its opponents quickly derided the plan as "Hillarycare", and it faced opposition from even some Democrats in Congress.[160] Some protesters against the proposed plan became vitriolic, and during a July 1994 bus tour to rally support for the plan, Clinton wore a bulletproof vest at times.[160]

Failing to gather enough support for a floor vote in either the House or the Senate (although Democrats controlled both chambers), the proposal was abandoned in September 1994.[161] Clinton later acknowledged in her memoir that her political inexperience partly contributed to the defeat, but cited many other factors. The First Lady's approval ratings, which had generally been in the high-50s percent range during her first year, fell to 44 percent in April 1994 and 35 percent by September 1994.[162]

Republicans made the Clinton health care plan a major campaign issue of the 1994 midterm elections.[163] Republicans saw a net gain of fifty-three seats in the House election[image: External link] and seven in the Senate election[image: External link], winning control of both; many analysts and pollsters found the plan to be a major factor in the Democrats' defeat, especially among independent[image: External link] voters.[164] The White House subsequently sought to downplay Clinton's role in shaping policy.[165] Opponents of universal health care[image: External link] would continue to use "Hillarycare" as a pejorative label for similar plans by others.[166]

Along with Senators Ted Kennedy[image: External link] and Orrin Hatch, Clinton was a force behind the passage of the State Children's Health Insurance Program[image: External link] in 1997, a federal bill that gave state support to children whose parents could not provide them health coverage, and conducted outreach efforts on behalf of enrolling children in the program once it became law.[167] She promoted nationwide immunization against childhood diseases and encouraged older women to get a mammogram[image: External link] for breast cancer screening, with coverage provided by Medicare[image: External link].[168] She successfully sought to increase research funding for prostate cancer[image: External link] and childhood asthma[image: External link] at the National Institutes of Health[image: External link].[59] The First Lady worked to investigate reports of an illness that affected veterans of the Gulf War[image: External link], which became known as the Gulf War syndrome[image: External link].[59]

Enactment of welfare reform[image: External link] was a major goal of Bill Clinton's presidency, but when the first two bills on the issue came from a Republican-controlled Congress that lacked protections for people coming off welfare, Hillary urged him to veto the bills, which he did.[169][170] A third version came up during his 1996 general election campaign that restored some of the protections but cut the scope of benefits in other areas; critics, including her past mentor Edelman, urged her to get the president to veto it again.[169] But she decided to support the bill, which became the Welfare Reform Act of 1996[image: External link], as the best political compromise available.[169][170] This caused a rift with Edelman that Hillary later called "sad and painful".[170]

Together with Attorney General[image: External link] Janet Reno[image: External link], Clinton helped create the Office on Violence Against Women[image: External link] at the Department of Justice.[59] In 1997, she initiated and shepherded the Adoption and Safe Families Act[image: External link], which she regarded as her greatest accomplishment as first lady.[59][171] In 1999, she was instrumental in the passage of the Foster Care Independence Act[image: External link], which doubled federal monies for teenagers aging out[image: External link] of foster care[image: External link].[171] As first lady, Clinton was the host for various White House conferences[image: External link], including ones on Child Care (1997),[172] on Early Childhood Development and Learning (1997),[173] and on Children and Adolescents (2000).[174] She also hosted the first-ever White House Conference on Teenagers (2000)[175] and the first-ever White House Conference on Philanthropy (1999).[176]

Clinton traveled to 79 countries during this time,[177] breaking the mark for most-traveled first lady held by Pat Nixon[image: External link].[178] She did not hold a security clearance[image: External link] or attend National Security Council meetings, but played a role in U.S. diplomacy attaining its objectives.[179] A March 1995 five-nation trip to South Asia, on behest of the U.S. State Department[image: External link] and without her husband, sought to improve relations with India and Pakistan.[180] Clinton was troubled by the plight of women she encountered, but found a warm response from the people of the countries she visited and gained a better relationship with the American press corps.[181] The trip was a transformative experience for her and presaged her eventual career in diplomacy.[182]

In a September 1995 speech[image: External link] before the Fourth World Conference on Women[image: External link] in Beijing, Clinton argued very forcefully against practices that abused women around the world and in the People's Republic of China itself,[183] declaring that "it is no longer acceptable to discuss women's rights as separate from human rights".[183] Delegates from over 180 countries heard her say: "If there is one message that echoes forth from this conference, let it be that human rights are women's rights and women's rights are human rights, once and for all."[184] In doing so, she resisted both internal administration and Chinese pressure to soften her remarks.[177][184] The speech became a key moment in the empowerment of women and years later women around the world would recite Clinton's key phrases.[185] She was one of the most prominent international figures during the late 1990s to speak out against the treatment of Afghan women by the Taliban[image: External link].[186][187] She helped create Vital Voices[image: External link], an international initiative sponsored by the U.S. to encourage the participation of women in the political processes of their countries.[188] It and Clinton's own visits encouraged women to make themselves heard in the Northern Ireland peace process[image: External link].[189]
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For more details on these investigations, see Whitewater controversy[image: External link], Travelgate[image: External link], Filegate[image: External link], and Hillary Rodham cattle futures controversy[image: External link].

First Lady Clinton was a subject of several investigations by the United States Office of the Independent Counsel[image: External link], committees of the U.S. Congress, and the press.

The Whitewater controversy was the focus of media attention from the publication of a New York Times report during the 1992 presidential campaign[190] and throughout her time as first lady. The Clintons had lost their late-1970s investment in the Whitewater Development Corporation; at the same time, their partners in that investment, Jim and Susan McDougal, operated Madison Guaranty[image: External link], a savings and loan[image: External link] institution that retained the legal services of Rose Law Firm[191] and may have been improperly subsidizing Whitewater losses.[190] Madison Guaranty later failed, and Clinton's work at Rose was scrutinized for a possible conflict of interest in representing the bank before state regulators that her husband had appointed.[190] She said she had done minimal work for the bank.[192] Independent counsels Robert Fiske[image: External link] and Kenneth Starr[image: External link] subpoenaed Clinton's legal billing records; she said she did not know where they were.[193][194] The records were found in the First Lady's White House book room after a two-year search and delivered to investigators in early 1996.[194] The delayed appearance of the records sparked intense interest and another investigation concerning how they surfaced and where they had been.[194] Clinton's staff attributed the problem to continual changes in White House storage areas since the move from the Arkansas Governor's Mansion.[195] On January 26, 1996, Clinton became the first first lady to be subpoenaed[image: External link] to testify before a federal grand jury[image: External link].[193] After several Independent Counsels had investigated, a final report was issued in 2000 that stated there was insufficient evidence that either Clinton had engaged in criminal wrongdoing.[196]

Scrutiny of the May 1993 firings of the White House Travel Office employees, an affair that became known as " Travelgate[image: External link]", began with charges that the White House had used audited financial irregularities in the Travel Office operation as an excuse to replace the staff with friends from Arkansas.[197] The 1996 discovery of a two-year-old White House memo caused the investigation to focus on whether Clinton had orchestrated the firings and whether the statements she made to investigators about her role in the firings were true.[198][199] The 2000 final Independent Counsel report concluded she was involved in the firings and that she had made "factually false" statements, but that there was insufficient evidence that she knew the statements were false, or knew that her actions would lead to firings, to prosecute her.[200]

In March 1994, newspaper reports revealed her spectacular profits from cattle futures trading[image: External link] in 1978–79.[201] Allegations were made in the press of conflict of interest and disguised bribery, and several individuals analyzed her trading records, but no formal investigation was made and she was never charged with any wrongdoing.[202]

An outgrowth of the "Travelgate" investigation was the June 1996 discovery of improper White House access to hundreds of FBI background reports on former Republican White House employees, an affair that some called " Filegate[image: External link]".[203] Accusations were made that Clinton had requested these files and that she had recommended hiring an unqualified individual to head the White House Security Office.[204] The 2000 final Independent Counsel report found no substantial or credible evidence that Clinton had any role or showed any misconduct in the matter.[203]

There was a controversy that arose in early 2001 over gifts made to the White House, rather than to the Clintons personally, that were removed and shipped to the Clintons' private residence during the last year of Bill Clinton's time in office.[205][206]
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 Response to Lewinsky scandal




Further information: Lewinsky scandal[image: External link]


In 1998, the Clintons' relationship became the subject of much speculation when investigations revealed that the President had engaged in an extramarital affair with White House intern Monica Lewinsky[image: External link].[207] Events surrounding the Lewinsky scandal[image: External link] eventually led to the impeachment[image: External link] of Bill Clinton by the House of Representatives and later acquittal by the Senate. When the allegations against her husband were first made public, Hillary Clinton stated that the allegations were part of a "vast right-wing conspiracy[image: External link]",[208][209] characterizing the Lewinsky charges as the latest in a long, organized, collaborative series of charges by Bill's political enemies[g] rather than any wrongdoing by her husband. She later said that she had been misled by her husband's initial claims that no affair had taken place.[211] After the evidence of President Clinton's encounters with Lewinsky became incontrovertible, she issued a public statement reaffirming her commitment to their marriage, but privately was reported to be furious at him and was unsure if she wanted to stay in the marriage.[212] The White House residence staff noticed a pronounced level of tension between the couple during this period.[213]

Public reaction varied. Some women admired her strength and poise in private matters that were made public, some sympathized with her as a victim of her husband's insensitive behavior, others criticized her as being an enabler[image: External link] to her husband's indiscretions, while still others accused her of cynically staying in a failed marriage as a way of keeping or even fostering her own political influence.[214] Her public approval ratings in the wake of the revelations shot upward to around 70 percent, the highest they had ever been.[214] In her 2003 memoir, she would attribute her decision to stay married to "a love that has persisted for decades" and add: "No one understands me better and no one can make me laugh the way Bill does. Even after all these years, he is still the most interesting, energizing and fully alive person I have ever met."[215]

Matters surrounding the Lewinsky scandal left Bill Clinton with substantial legal bills; in 2014, Hillary would state that she and Bill had left the White House "not only dead broke, but in debt." The statement may have been literally accurate but ignored the potentially enormous earnings potential of ex-presidents giving paid speeches upon leaving office as well as the couple's ability to secure loans from banks.[216]
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Clinton initiated and was the founding chair of Save America's Treasures[image: External link], a nationwide effort matching federal funds with private donations in order to preserve and restore historic items and sites,[217] including the flag that inspired "The Star-Spangled Banner[image: External link]" and the First Ladies Historic Site in Canton, Ohio[image: External link].[59] She was head of the White House Millennium Council[image: External link][218] and hosted Millennium Evenings,[219] a series of lectures that discussed futures studies[image: External link], one of which became the first live simultaneous webcast[image: External link] from the White House.[59] Clinton also created the first White House Sculpture Garden, located in the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden[image: External link], which displayed large contemporary American works of art loaned from museums.[220]

In the White House, Clinton placed donated handicrafts of contemporary American artisans, such as pottery and glassware, on rotating display in the state rooms[image: External link].[59] She oversaw the restoration of the Blue Room[image: External link] to be historically authentic to the period of James Monroe[221] and the Map Room[image: External link] to how it looked during World War II[image: External link].[222] Working with Arkansas interior decorator Kaki Hockersmith over an eight-year period, she oversaw extensive, privately funded redecoration efforts around the building, often trying to make it look brighter.[223] These included changing the look of the Treaty Room[image: External link], a presidential study, to along 19th century lines.[222] Overall the redecoration brought mixed notices, with Victorian furnishings for the Lincoln Sitting Room[image: External link] being criticized the most.[223] Clinton hosted many large-scale events at the White House, including a state dinner for visiting Chinese dignitaries, a New Year's Eve celebration at the turn of the 21st century, and a state dinner honoring the bicentennial of the White House in November 2000.[59]
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Main article: United States Senate career of Hillary Clinton[image: External link]
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Main article: United States Senate election in New York, 2000[image: External link]


When New York's long-serving U.S. Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan[image: External link] announced his retirement in November 1998, several prominent Democratic figures, including Representative Charles Rangel[image: External link] of New York, urged Clinton to run for Moynihan's open seat in the Senate election of 2000[image: External link].[224] Once she decided to run, the Clintons purchased a home in Chappaqua, New York[image: External link], north of New York City, in September 1999.[225] She became the first First Lady of the United States to be a candidate for elected office.[226] Initially, Clinton expected to face Rudy Giuliani (the mayor of New York City) as her Republican opponent in the election. Giuliani withdrew from the race in May 2000 after he was diagnosed with prostate cancer and matters related to his failing marriage became public, and Clinton instead faced Rick Lazio[image: External link], a Republican member of the U.S. House of Representatives representing New York's 2nd congressional district[image: External link]. Throughout the campaign, opponents accused Clinton of carpetbagging[image: External link], as she had never resided in New York nor participated in the state's politics before the 2000 Senate race.[227]

Clinton began her campaign, which was managed by Bill de Blasio[image: External link], by visiting all 62 counties in the State, in a "listening tour" of small-group settings.[228] She devoted considerable time in traditionally Republican Upstate New York[image: External link] regions.[229] Clinton vowed to improve the economic situation in those areas, promising to deliver 200,000 jobs to the state over her term. Her plan included tax credits to reward job creation and encourage business investment, especially in the high-tech sector. She called for personal tax cuts for college tuition and long-term care.[229]

The contest drew national attention. Lazio blundered during a September debate by seeming to invade Clinton's personal space[image: External link] trying to get her to sign a fundraising agreement.[230] The campaigns of Clinton and Lazio, along with Giuliani's initial effort, spent a record combined $90 million.[231] Clinton won the election on November 7, 2000, with 55 percent of the vote to Lazio's 43 percent.[230] She was sworn in as U.S. senator on January 3, 2001,[232] making her the first (and so far only) woman to have held an elected office either while,[h] or after, serving as first lady.
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Upon entering the Senate, Clinton maintained a low public profile and built relationships with senators from both parties.[233] She forged alliances with religiously inclined senators by becoming a regular participant in the Senate Prayer Breakfast.[153][234] She served on five Senate committees: Committee on Budget[image: External link] (2001–02),[235] Committee on Armed Services[image: External link] (2003–09),[236] Committee on Environment and Public Works[image: External link] (2001–09),[235] Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions[image: External link] (2001–09)[235] and Special Committee on Aging[image: External link].[237] She was also a member of the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe[image: External link][238] (2001–09).[239]

Following the September 11 terrorist attacks[image: External link], Clinton sought to obtain funding for the recovery efforts in New York City and security improvements in her state. Working with New York's senior senator, Charles Schumer[image: External link], she was instrumental in securing $21 billion in funding for the World Trade Center site[image: External link]'s redevelopment.[240] She subsequently took a leading role in investigating the health issues faced by 9/11 first responders[image: External link].[241] Clinton voted for the USA Patriot Act[image: External link] in October 2001. In 2005, when the act was up for renewal, she expressed concerns with the USA Patriot Act Reauthorization Conference Report regarding civil liberties,[242] before voting in favor of the USA PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005[image: External link] in March 2006 that gained large majority support.[243]

Clinton strongly supported the 2001 U.S. military action in Afghanistan[image: External link], saying it was a chance to combat terrorism while improving the lives of Afghan women who suffered under the Taliban government.[244] Clinton voted in favor of the October 2002 Iraq War Resolution[image: External link], which authorized President George W. Bush to use military force against Iraq.[245]

After the Iraq War[image: External link] began, Clinton made trips to Iraq and Afghanistan to visit American troops stationed there. On a visit to Iraq in February 2005, Clinton noted that the insurgency had failed to disrupt the democratic elections held earlier and that parts of the country were functioning well.[246] Observing that war deployments were draining regular and reserve forces, she co-introduced legislation to increase the size of the regular U.S. Army[image: External link] by 80,000 soldiers to ease the strain.[247] In late 2005, Clinton said that while immediate withdrawal from Iraq would be a mistake, Bush's pledge to stay "until the job is done" was also misguided, as it gave Iraqis "an open-ended invitation not to take care of themselves".[248] Her stance caused frustration among those in the Democratic Party who favored quick withdrawal.[249] Clinton supported retaining and improving health benefits for reservists and lobbied against the closure of several military bases, especially those in New York.[250][251] She used her position on the Armed Services Committee to forge close relationships with a number of high-ranking military officers.[251] (By 2014 and 2015 Clinton had fully reversed herself on the Iraq War Resolution, saying that she "got it wrong" and the vote in support had been a "mistake".[252])

Clinton voted against President Bush's two major tax cut packages, the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001[image: External link] and the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003[image: External link].[253] Clinton voted against the 2005 confirmation of John Roberts as Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link] and the 2006 confirmation of Samuel Alito to the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link], filibustering[image: External link] the latter.[254][255]

In 2005, Clinton called for the Federal Trade Commission[image: External link] to investigate how hidden sex scenes[image: External link] showed up in the controversial video game Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas[image: External link].[256] Along with Senators Joe Lieberman and Evan Bayh[image: External link], she introduced the Family Entertainment Protection Act[image: External link], intended to protect children from inappropriate content found in video games. In 2004 and 2006, Clinton voted against the Federal Marriage Amendment[image: External link] that sought to prohibit same-sex marriage.[253][257]

Looking to establish a "progressive infrastructure" to rival that of American conservatism[image: External link], Clinton played a formative role in conversations that led to the 2003 founding of former Clinton administration Chief of Staff John Podesta[image: External link]'s Center for American Progress[image: External link], shared aides with Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington[image: External link], founded in 2003, and advised the Clintons' former antagonist David Brock[image: External link]'s Media Matters for America[image: External link], created in 2004.[258] Following the 2004 Senate elections[image: External link], she successfully pushed new Democratic Senate leader Harry Reid[image: External link] to create a Senate war room[image: External link] to handle daily political messaging.[259]
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Main article: United States Senate election in New York, 2006[image: External link]


In November 2004, Clinton announced that she would seek a second Senate term. Clinton easily won the Democratic nomination over opposition from antiwar activist Jonathan Tasini[image: External link].[260] The early frontrunner for the Republican nomination, Westchester County[image: External link] District Attorney[image: External link] Jeanine Pirro[image: External link], withdrew from the contest after several months of poor campaign performance.[261] Clinton's eventual opponent in the general election was Republican candidate John Spencer[image: External link], a former mayor of Yonkers[image: External link]. Clinton won the election on November 7, 2006, with 67 percent of the vote to Spencer's 31 percent,[262] carrying all but four of New York's sixty-two counties.[263] Her campaign spent $36 million for her re-election, more than any other candidate for Senate in the 2006 elections. Some Democrats criticized her for spending too much in a one-sided contest, while some supporters were concerned she did not leave more funds for a potential presidential bid in 2008.[264] In the following months, she transferred $10 million of her Senate funds toward her presidential campaign.[265]
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Clinton opposed the Iraq War troop surge of 2007[image: External link], for both military and domestic political reasons (by the following year, she was privately acknowledging that the surge had been successful).[i] In March of that year, she voted in favor of a war-spending bill that required President Bush to begin withdrawing troops from Iraq by a deadline; it passed almost completely along party lines[267] but was subsequently vetoed by Bush. In May, a compromise war funding bill that removed withdrawal deadlines but tied funding to progress benchmarks for the Iraqi government passed the Senate by a vote of 80–14 and would be signed by Bush; Clinton was one of those who voted against it.[268] Clinton responded to General David Petraeus[image: External link]'s September 2007 Report to Congress on the Situation in Iraq[image: External link] by saying, "I think that the reports that you provide to us really require a willing suspension of disbelief."[269]

In March 2007, in response to the dismissal of U.S. attorneys controversy[image: External link], Clinton called on Attorney General Alberto Gonzales[image: External link] to resign.[270] Regarding the high-profile, hotly debated immigration reform bill known as the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2007[image: External link], Clinton cast several votes in support of the bill, which eventually failed to gain cloture[image: External link].[271]

As the financial crisis of 2007–08[image: External link] reached a peak with the liquidity crisis of September 2008, Clinton supported the proposed bailout of the U.S. financial system[image: External link], voting in favor of the $700 billion law that created[image: External link] the Troubled Asset Relief Program[image: External link], saying that it represented the interests of the American people. It passed the Senate 74–25.[272]

In 2007, Clinton and Virginia Senator Jim Webb called for an investigation into whether the body armor issued to soldiers in Iraq was adequate.[273]
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Main article: Hillary Clinton presidential campaign, 2008


Clinton had been preparing for a potential candidacy for U.S. President since at least early 2003.[274] On January 20, 2007, she announced via her website the formation of a presidential exploratory committee for the United States presidential election of 2008[image: External link], stating "I'm in, and I'm in to win."[275] No woman had ever been nominated by a major party for the presidency, and no First Lady had ever run for President. When Bill Clinton became president in 1993, a blind trust[image: External link] was established; in April 2007, the Clintons liquidated the blind trust to avoid the possibility of ethical conflicts or political embarrassments as Hillary undertook her presidential race.[276] Later disclosure statements revealed that the couple's worth was now upwards of $50 million,[276] and that they had earned over $100 million since 2000, with most of it coming from Bill's books, speaking engagements, and other activities.[277]

Throughout the first half of 2007, Clinton led candidates competing for the Democratic presidential nomination in opinion polls for the election[image: External link]. Senator Barack Obama of Illinois and former Senator John Edwards[image: External link] of North Carolina were her strongest competitors.[245] The biggest threat to her campaign was her past support of the Iraq War, which Obama had opposed from the beginning.[245] Clinton and Obama both set records for early fundraising, swapping the money lead each quarter.[278]

By September 2007, polling in the first six states holding Democratic contests showed that Clinton was leading in all of them, with the races being closest in Iowa and South Carolina. By the following month, national polls showed Clinton far ahead of Democratic competitors.[279] At the end of October, Clinton suffered a rare poor debate performance[image: External link] against Obama, Edwards, and her other opponents.[280][281] Obama's message of change began to resonate with the Democratic electorate better than Clinton's message of experience.[282] The race tightened considerably, especially in the early states of Iowa, New Hampshire, and South Carolina, with Clinton losing her lead in some polls by December.[283]

In the first vote of 2008, she placed third in the January 3 Iowa Democratic caucus[image: External link] behind Obama and Edwards.[284] Obama gained ground in national polling in the next few days, with all polls predicting a victory for him in the New Hampshire primary[image: External link].[285] Clinton gained a surprise win there on January 8, defeating Obama narrowly.[286] It was the first time a woman had won a major American party's presidential primary for the purposes of delegate selection.[287] Explanations for Clinton's New Hampshire comeback varied but often centered on her being seen more sympathetically, especially by women, after her eyes welled with tears and her voice broke while responding to a voter's question the day before the election.[288]

The nature of the contest fractured in the next few days. Several remarks by Bill Clinton and other surrogates,[289] and a remark by Hillary Clinton concerning Martin Luther King, Jr. and Lyndon B. Johnson,[j] were perceived by many as, accidentally or intentionally, limiting Obama as a racially oriented candidate or otherwise denying the post-racial significance and accomplishments of his campaign.[290] Despite attempts by both Hillary and Obama to downplay the issue, Democratic voting became more polarized as a result, with Clinton losing much of her support among African Americans.[289][291] She lost by a two-to-one margin to Obama in the January 26 South Carolina primary[image: External link],[291] setting up, with Edwards soon dropping out, an intense two-person contest for the twenty-two February 5 Super Tuesday[image: External link] states. Bill Clinton had made more statements attracting criticism for their perceived racial implications late in the South Carolina campaign, and his role was seen as damaging enough to her that a wave of supporters within and outside of the campaign said the former President "needs to stop".[292] The South Carolina campaign had done lasting damage to Hillary Clinton, eroding her support among the Democratic establishment and leading to the prized endorsement of Obama by Ted Kennedy.[293]

On Super Tuesday, Clinton won the largest states, such as California[image: External link], New York[image: External link], New Jersey[image: External link] and Massachusetts[image: External link], while Obama won more states;[294] they almost evenly split the total popular vote.[295] But Obama was gaining more pledged delegates[image: External link] for his share of the popular vote due to better exploitation of the Democratic proportional allocation rules.[296]

The Clinton campaign had counted on winning the nomination by Super Tuesday and was unprepared financially and logistically for a prolonged effort; lagging in Internet fundraising as Clinton began loaning money to her campaign.[282][297] There was continuous turmoil within the campaign staff and she made several top-level personnel changes.[297][298] Obama won the next eleven February contests across the country, often by large margins, and took a significant pledged delegate lead over Clinton.[296][297] On March 4, Clinton broke the string of losses by winning in Ohio[image: External link] among other places,[297] where her criticism of NAFTA, a major legacy of her husband's presidency, helped in a state where the trade agreement was unpopular.[299] Throughout the campaign, Obama dominated caucuses[image: External link], for which the Clinton campaign largely ignored preparation.[282][296] Obama did well in primaries where African Americans or younger, college-educated, or more affluent voters were heavily represented; Clinton did well in primaries where Hispanics or older, non-college-educated, or working-class white voters predominated.[300][301] Behind in delegates, Clinton's best hope of winning the nomination came in persuading uncommitted, party-appointed superdelegates[image: External link].[302]

Clinton's admission in late March, that her repeated campaign statements about having been under hostile fire from snipers during a March 1996 visit to U.S. troops at Tuzla Air Base[image: External link] in Bosnia and Herzegovina were not true, attracted considerable media attention.[303] On April 22, she won the Pennsylvania primary[image: External link] and kept her campaign alive.[304] On May 6, a narrower-than-expected win in the Indiana primary[image: External link], coupled with a large loss in the North Carolina primary[image: External link], ended any realistic chance she had of winning the nomination.[304] She vowed to stay on through the remaining primaries, but stopped attacks against Obama; as one advisor stated, "She could accept losing. She could not accept quitting."[304] She won some of the remaining contests, and indeed over the last three months of the campaign won more delegates, states, and votes than Obama, but she failed to overcome Obama's lead.[297]

Following the final primaries on June 3, 2008, Obama had gained enough delegates to become the presumptive nominee[image: External link].[305] In a speech before her supporters on June 7, Clinton ended her campaign and endorsed Obama.[306] By campaign's end, Clinton had won 1,640 pledged delegates to Obama's 1,763;[307] at the time of the clinching, Clinton had 286 superdelegates to Obama's 395,[308] with those numbers widening to 256 versus 438 once Obama was acknowledged the winner.[307] Clinton and Obama each received over 17 million votes during the nomination process[k] with both breaking the previous record.[309] Clinton was the first woman to run in the primary or caucus of every state, and she eclipsed, by a very wide margin, Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm[image: External link]'s 1972 marks[image: External link] for most votes garnered and delegates won by a woman.[287] Clinton gave a passionate speech supporting Obama at the 2008 Democratic National Convention[image: External link] and campaigned frequently for him in fall 2008, which concluded with his victory over McCain in the general election on November 4.[310] Clinton's campaign ended up severely in debt; she owed millions of dollars to outside vendors and wrote off the $13 million that she lent it herself.[311] The debt was eventually paid off by the beginning of 2013.[311]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 U.S. Secretary of State




Main article: Hillary Clinton's tenure as Secretary of State[image: External link]


See also: Foreign policy of Barack Obama[image: External link]
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In mid-November 2008, President-elect Obama and Clinton discussed the possibility of her serving as U.S. Secretary of State[image: External link] in his administration.[312] She was initially quite reluctant, but on November 20, she told Obama she would accept the position.[313][314] On December 1, President-elect Obama formally announced that Clinton would be his nominee for Secretary of State.[315][316] Clinton said she did not want to leave the Senate, but that the new position represented a "difficult and exciting adventure".[316] As part of the nomination and in order to relieve concerns of conflict of interest, Bill Clinton agreed to accept several conditions and restrictions regarding his ongoing activities and fundraising efforts for the William J. Clinton Foundation and Clinton Global Initiative[image: External link].[317]

The appointment required a Saxbe fix[image: External link], passed and signed into law in December 2008.[318] Confirmation hearings before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link] began on January 13, 2009, a week before the Obama inauguration; two days later, the Committee voted 16–1 to approve Clinton.[319] By this time, her public approval rating had reached 65 percent, the highest point since the Lewinsky scandal.[320] On January 21, 2009, Clinton was confirmed in the full Senate by a vote of 94–2.[321] Clinton took the oath of office of Secretary of State, resigning from the Senate[image: External link] later that day.[322] She became the first former first lady to serve in the United States Cabinet.[323]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 First half of tenure




Clinton spent her initial days as Secretary of State telephoning dozens of world leaders and indicating that U.S. foreign policy[image: External link] would change direction: "We have a lot of damage to repair."[324] She advocated an expanded role in global economic issues for the State Department[image: External link] and cited the need for an increased U.S. diplomatic presence, especially in Iraq where the Defense Department had conducted diplomatic missions[image: External link].[325] Clinton announced the most ambitious of her departmental reforms, the Quadrennial Diplomacy and Development Review[image: External link], which establishes specific objectives for the State Department's diplomatic missions abroad; it was modeled after a similar process[image: External link] in the Defense Department that she was familiar with from her time on the Senate Armed Services Committee[image: External link].[326] The first such review was issued in late 2010 and called for the U.S. leading through "civilian power" as a cost-effective way of responding to international challenges and defusing crises.[327] It also sought to institutionalize goals of empowering women throughout the world.[184] A cause Clinton advocated throughout her tenure was the adoption of cookstoves[image: External link] in the developing world, to foster cleaner and more environmentally sound food preparation and reduce smoke dangers to women.[313]

In an internal debate regarding the war in Afghanistan[image: External link] during 2009, Clinton sided with the military's recommendations for a maximal "Afghanistan surge", recommending 40,000 troops and no public deadline for withdrawal; she prevailed over Vice President Joe Biden's opposition, but eventually supported Obama's compromise plan to send an additional 30,000 troops and tie the surge to a timetable for eventual withdrawal[image: External link].[251][328] In March 2009, Clinton presented Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] with a "reset button[image: External link]" symbolizing U.S. attempts to rebuild ties with that country under its new president, Dmitry Medvedev[image: External link].[329][330] The photo op[image: External link] was remembered for a mistranslation into Russian. The policy, which became known as the Russian reset[image: External link], led to improved cooperation in several areas during Medvedev's time in office, but relations would worsen considerably following Vladimir Putin's return to the position in 2012.[329] In October 2009, on a trip to Switzerland, Clinton's intervention overcame last-minute snags and saved the signing of an historic Turkish–Armenian accord[image: External link] that established diplomatic relations and opened the border between the two long-hostile nations.[331][332] In Pakistan, she engaged in several unusually blunt discussions with students, talk show hosts, and tribal elders, in an attempt to repair the Pakistani image of the U.S.[182][l] Beginning in 2010, she helped organize a diplomatic isolation and international sanctions regime against Iran, in an effort to force curtailment of that country's nuclear program[image: External link]; this would eventually lead to the multinational Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link] being agreed to in 2015.[313][334][335]

Clinton and Obama forged a good working relationship without power struggles; she was a team player within the administration and a defender of it to the outside, and was careful that neither she nor her husband would upstage the president.[336][337] Clinton formed an alliance with Secretary of Defense Gates as they shared similar strategic outlooks.[338] Obama and Clinton both approached foreign policy as a largely non-ideological, pragmatic exercise.[313] She met with him weekly but did not have the close, daily relationship that some of her predecessors had had with their presidents;[337] moreover, certain key areas of policymaking were kept inside the White House or Pentagon.[339][340] Nevertheless, the president had trust in her actions.[313]

In a prepared speech in January 2010, Clinton drew analogies between the Iron Curtain[image: External link] and the free and unfree Internet.[341] Chinese officials reacted negatively towards it and the speech garnered attention as the first time a senior American official had clearly defined the Internet as a key element of American foreign policy.[342] In July 2010, she visited Korea, Vietnam, Pakistan, and Afghanistan, all the while preparing for the July 31 wedding of daughter Chelsea amid much media attention.[343]
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 Second half of tenure




The 2011 Egyptian protests[image: External link] posed the most challenging foreign policy crisis for the administration yet.[344] Clinton's public response quickly evolved from an early assessment that the government of Hosni Mubarak[image: External link] was "stable", to a stance that there needed to be an "orderly transition [to] a democratic participatory government", to a condemnation of violence against the protesters.[345][346] Obama came to rely upon Clinton's advice, organization, and personal connections in the behind-the-scenes response to developments.[344] As Arab Spring[image: External link] protests spread throughout the region, Clinton was at the forefront of a U.S. response that she recognized was sometimes contradictory, backing some regimes while supporting protesters against others.[347]

As the Libyan Civil War[image: External link] took place, Clinton's shift in favor of military intervention aligned her with Ambassador to the UN[image: External link] Susan Rice[image: External link] and National Security Council figure Samantha Power[image: External link] and was a key turning point in overcoming internal administration opposition from Defense Secretary Gates, security advisor Thomas E. Donilon[image: External link], and counterterrorism advisor John Brennan[image: External link] in gaining the backing for, and Arab and U.N. approval of, the 2011 military intervention in Libya[image: External link].[347][348][349] Secretary Clinton testified to Congress that the administration did not need congressional authorization[image: External link] for its military intervention in Libya, despite objections from some members of both parties that the administration was violating the War Powers Resolution[image: External link], and the State Department's legal advisor argued the same when the Resolution's 60-day limit for unauthorized wars was passed (a view that prevailed in a legal debate within the Obama administration).[350] Clinton later used U.S. allies and what she called "convening power" to promote unity among the Libyan rebels[image: External link] as they eventually overthrew the Gaddafi regime[image: External link].[348] The aftermath of the Libyan Civil War[image: External link] saw the country becoming a failed state[image: External link],[351] and the wisdom of the intervention and interpretation of what happened afterward would become the subject of considerable debate.[352][353][354]

During April 2011 internal deliberations of the president's innermost circle of advisors over whether to order U.S. special forces[image: External link] to conduct a raid into Pakistan against Osama bin Laden[image: External link], Clinton was among those who argued in favor, saying the importance of getting bin Laden outweighed the risks to the U.S. relationship with Pakistan.[355][356] Following completion of the mission on May 2, which resulted in bin Laden's death[image: External link], Clinton played a key role in the administration's decision not to release photographs of the dead al-Qaeda leader.[357] During internal discussions regarding Iraq in 2011, Clinton argued for keeping a residual force of up to 10,000–20,000 U.S. troops there (all ended up being withdrawn after negotiations for a revised U.S.–Iraq Status of Forces Agreement[image: External link] failed).[251][358]

In a speech before the United Nations Human Rights Council[image: External link] in December 2011, Clinton said that "Gay rights are human rights", and that the U.S. would advocate for gay rights[image: External link] and legal protections of gays abroad.[359] The same period saw her overcome internal administration opposition with a direct appeal to Obama and stage the first visit to Burma[image: External link] by a U.S. secretary of state since 1955, as she met with Burmese leaders as well as opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi[image: External link] and sought to support the 2011 Burmese democratic reforms[image: External link].[360][361] She also said that the 21st century would be "America's Pacific century",[362] a declaration that was part of the Obama administration's "pivot to Asia"[image: External link].[363]

During the Syrian Civil War[image: External link], Clinton and the Obama administration initially sought to persuade Syrian President Bashar al-Assad[image: External link] to engage popular demonstrations with reform, then as government violence allegedly rose in August 2011, called for him to resign from the presidency.[364] The administration joined several countries in delivering non-lethal assistance to so-called rebels opposed to the Assad government[image: External link] and humanitarian groups working in Syria.[365] During mid-2012, Clinton formed a plan with CIA Director David Petraeus to further strengthen the opposition by arming and training vetted groups of Syrian rebels, but the proposal was rejected by the White House officials who were reluctant to become entangled in the conflict and who feared that extremists hidden among the rebels might turn the weapons against other targets.[360][366]

In December 2012 Clinton was hospitalized for a few days for treatment of a blood clot[image: External link] in her right transverse[image: External link] venous sinus[image: External link].[367] Her doctors had discovered the clot during a follow-up examination for a concussion[image: External link] she had sustained when she fainted and fell nearly three weeks earlier, as a result of severe dehydration from a viral intestinal ailment[image: External link] acquired during a trip to Europe.[367][368] The clot, which caused no immediate neurological injury, was treated with anticoagulant[image: External link] medication, and her doctors have said she has made a full recovery.[368][369][m]
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 Overall themes




Throughout her time in office, and in her final speech concluding it, Clinton viewed "smart power[image: External link]" as the strategy for asserting U.S. leadership and values—in a world of varied threats, weakened central governments, and increasingly important nongovernmental entities—by combining military hard power[image: External link] with diplomacy and U.S. soft power[image: External link] capacities in global economics, development aid, technology, creativity, and human rights advocacy.[348][373] As such, she became the first secretary of state to methodically implement the smart power approach.[374] In debates over use of military force, she was generally one of the more hawkish[image: External link] voices in the administration.[251][338][358] In August 2011 she hailed the ongoing multinational military intervention in Libya and the initial U.S. response towards the Syrian Civil War as examples of smart power in action.[375]

Clinton greatly expanded the State Department's use of social media[image: External link], including Facebook and Twitter, both to get its message out and to help empower citizens of foreign countries vis-à-vis their governments.[348] And in the Mideast turmoil, Clinton particularly saw an opportunity to advance one of the central themes of her tenure, the empowerment and welfare of women and girls worldwide.[184] Moreover, in a formulation that became known as the "Hillary Doctrine[image: External link]", she viewed women's rights as critical for U.S. security interests, due to a link between the level of violence against women and gender inequality within a state and the instability and challenge to international security of that state.[336][376] In turn, there was a trend of women around the world finding more opportunities, and in some cases feeling safer, as the result of her actions and visibility.[377]

Clinton visited 112 countries during her tenure, making her the most widely traveled secretary of state[378][n] (Time magazine wrote that "Clinton's endurance is legendary").[348] The first secretary of state to visit countries such as Togo[image: External link] and East Timor[image: External link], she believed that in-person visits were more important than ever in the virtual age.[381] As early as March 2011, she indicated she was not interested in serving a second term as Secretary of State should Obama be re-elected in 2012[image: External link];[349] in December 2012, following that re-election, Obama nominated Senator John Kerry[image: External link] to be Clinton's successor.[368] Her last day as Secretary of State was February 1, 2013.[382] Upon her departure, analysts commented that Clinton's tenure did not bring any signature diplomatic breakthroughs as some other Secretaries of State had,[339][340] and highlighted her focus on goals that she thought were less tangible but would have more lasting effect.[383]
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 Benghazi attack and subsequent hearings




See also: 2012 Benghazi attack[image: External link] and United States House Select Committee on Benghazi[image: External link]


On September 11, 2012, the U.S. diplomatic mission in Benghazi, Libya, was attacked[image: External link], resulting in the deaths of the U.S. Ambassador, J. Christopher Stevens[image: External link], and three other Americans. The attack, questions surrounding the security of the U.S. consulate, and the varying explanations given afterward by administration officials[image: External link] for what had happened became politically controversial in the U.S.[384] On October 15, Clinton took responsibility for the question of security lapses and said the differing explanations were due to the inevitable fog of war[image: External link] confusion after such events.[384][385]

On December 19, a panel led by Thomas R. Pickering[image: External link] and Michael Mullen[image: External link] issued its report on the matter. It was sharply critical of State Department officials in Washington for ignoring requests for more guards and safety upgrades, and for failing to adapt security procedures to a deteriorating security environment.[386] It focused its criticism on the department's Bureau of Diplomatic Security[image: External link] and Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs[image: External link]; four State Department officials at the assistant secretary level and below were removed from their posts as a consequence.[387] Clinton said she accepted the conclusions of the report and that changes were underway to implement its suggested recommendations.[386]

Clinton gave testimony to two congressional foreign affairs committees on January 23, 2013, regarding the Benghazi attack. She defended her actions in response to the incident and, while still accepting formal responsibility, said she had had no direct role in specific discussions beforehand regarding consulate security.[388] Congressional Republicans challenged her on several points, to which she responded. In particular, after persistent questioning about whether or not the administration had issued inaccurate "talking points" after the attack, Clinton responded with the much-quoted rejoinder, "With all due respect, the fact is we had four dead Americans. Was it because of a protest or was it because of guys out for a walk one night who decided that they'd they go kill some Americans? What difference at this point does it make? It is our job to figure out what happened and do everything we can to prevent it from ever happening again, Senator."[388][389] In November 2014, the House Intelligence Committee[image: External link] issued a report that concluded there had been no wrongdoing in the administration's response to the attack.[390]

The House Select Committee on Benghazi[image: External link] was created in May 2014 and conducted a two-year investigation related to the 2012 attack.[391] Its actions were often seen through the prism of domestic politics.[391][392] This was especially the case in September 2015, when House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy[image: External link] credited the Benghazi hearings with lowering Clinton's poll numbers, thereby contradicting the Republicans' previous talking points on the investigation.[391][393] On October 22, 2015, Clinton testified at an all-day and nighttime session before the committee.[394][395] The hearing included many heated exchanges between committee members and Clinton, and among the committee members themselves.[394] Clinton was widely seen as emerging largely unscathed from the hearing, because of what the media perceived as a calm and unfazed demeanor, and a lengthy, meandering, repetitive line of questioning from the committee.[396] The committee issued competing final reports in June 2016 that broke along partisan lines,[391] with the Republican report offering some new details about the attack but no new evidence of culpability by Clinton.[392]
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 Email controversy




Main article: Hillary Clinton email controversy


A controversy arose in March 2015, when it was revealed by the State Department's inspector general[image: External link] that Clinton had exclusively used personal email accounts on a non-government, privately maintained server—instead of email accounts maintained on federal government servers—when conducting official business during her tenure as secretary of state. Some experts, officials, members of Congress, and political opponents contended that her use of private messaging system[image: External link] software and a private server violated State Department protocols and procedures and federal laws and regulations governing recordkeeping requirements[image: External link]. The controversy occurred against the backdrop of Clinton's 2016 presidential election campaign and hearings held by the House Select Committee on Benghazi.[397][398]

In a joint statement released on July 15, 2015, the inspector general of the State Department and the inspector general of the intelligence community said that their review of the emails found information that was classified when sent, remained so at the time of their inspection, and "never should have been transmitted via an unclassified personal system."[399] They also stated unequivocally that this classified information should never have been stored outside of secure government computer systems.[399] Clinton had said over a period of months that she kept no classified information on the private server that she set up in her house.[399] Government policy, reiterated in the nondisclosure agreement signed by Clinton as part of gaining her security clearance, is that sensitive information can be considered as classified even if not marked as such.[400] After allegations were raised that some of the emails in question fell into the so-called "born classified" category, an FBI probe was initiated regarding how classified information was handled on the Clinton server.[401] The New York Times reported in February 2016 that nearly 2,100 emails stored on Clinton's server were retroactively marked classified by the State Department.[402] Additionally, the intelligence community's inspector general wrote Congress to say that some of the emails "contained classified State Department information when originated."[403] In May 2016, the inspector general of the State Department criticized her use of a private email server while secretary of state, stating that she had not requested permission for this and would not have received it if she had asked.[404]

Clinton maintained that she did not send or receive any emails from her personal server that were confidential at the time they were sent. In a Democratic debate with Bernie Sanders on February 4, 2016, Clinton said, "I never sent or received any classified material – they are retroactively classifying it." On July 2, 2016, Clinton stated: "Let me repeat what I have repeated for many months now, I never received nor sent any material that was marked classified."[405][406]

On July 5, 2016, the FBI concluded its investigation. In a statement, FBI director James Comey said:


110 e-mails in 52 e-mail chains have been determined by the owning agency to contain classified information at the time they were sent or received. Eight of those chains contained information that was Top Secret at the time they were sent; 36 chains contained Secret information at the time; and eight contained Confidential information, which is the lowest level of classification. Separate from those, about 2,000 additional e-mails were "up-classified" to make them Confidential; the information in those had not been classified at the time the e-mails were sent.[402][407]



Three emails, out of 30,000, were found to be marked as classified, although they lacked classified headers and were only marked with a small "c" in parentheses, described as "portion markings" by Comey. He also said it was possible Clinton was not "technically sophisticated" enough to understand what the three classified markings meant.[407] The probe found that Clinton used her personal email extensively while outside the United States, both sending and receiving work-related emails in the territory of sophisticated adversaries. The FBI assessed that it "is possible that hostile actors gained access to Secretary Clinton's personal email account."[402] Comey stated that although Clinton or her colleagues were "extremely careless in their handling of very sensitive, highly classified information", the FBI would recommend to the Justice Department that "no charges are appropriate in this case."[402] On July 6, 2016, U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch[image: External link] confirmed that the probe into Clinton's use of private email servers while secretary of state will be closed without criminal charges.[408]

On October 28, 2016, Comey notified Congress that the FBI started looking into newly discovered emails. Law enforcement officials stated the emails were found on a laptop belonging to Anthony Weiner[image: External link], the husband of Clinton aide Huma Abedin[image: External link]. On November 6, Comey notified Congress that the FBI had not changed its conclusion reached in July.[409] The notification was later cited by Clinton as a factor in her loss in the 2016 presidential election.[410]
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 Clinton Foundation and speeches




Main article: Clinton Foundation


When Clinton left the State Department, she became a private citizen for the first time in thirty years.[411] She and her daughter joined her husband as named members of the Bill, Hillary & Chelsea Clinton Foundation[image: External link] in 2013.[412] There she focused on early childhood development efforts, including an initiative called Too Small to Fail and a $600 million initiative to encourage the enrollment of girls in secondary schools worldwide, led by former Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard[image: External link].[412][413]

Clinton also led the No Ceilings: The Full Participation Project, a partnership with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation[image: External link] to gather and study data on the progress of women and girls around the world since the Beijing conference in 1995;[414] its March 2015 report said that while "There has never been a better time in history to be born a woman ... this data shows just how far we still have to go."[415] The foundation began accepting new donations from foreign governments, which it had stopped doing while she was secretary.[o] However, even though the Clinton Foundation had stopped taking donations from foreign governments, they continued to take large donations from foreign citizens who were sometimes linked to their governments.[418]

She began work on another volume of memoirs, and made appearances on the paid speaking circuit.[419] There she received $200,000–225,000 per engagement, often appearing before Wall Street firms or at business conventions[image: External link].[419][420] She also made some unpaid speeches on behalf of the foundation.[419] For the fifteen months ending in March 2015, Clinton earned over $11 million from her speeches.[421] For the overall period 2007–14, the Clintons earned almost $141 million, paid some $56 million in federal and state taxes, and donated about $15 million to charity.[422] As of 2015, she was estimated to be worth over $30 million on her own, or $45–53 million with her husband.[423]

Clinton resigned from the foundation's board in April 2015, when she began her presidential campaign, and the foundation said it would accept new foreign governmental donations from six Western nations only.[o]
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 2016 presidential campaign




Main article: Hillary Clinton presidential campaign, 2016[image: External link]


Further information: United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]; Democratic Party presidential candidates, 2016[image: External link]; and Democratic Party presidential primaries, 2016[image: External link]


On April 12, 2015, Clinton formally announced her candidacy for the presidency in the 2016 election.[424] She had a campaign-in-waiting already in place, including a large donor network, experienced operatives, and the Ready for Hillary[image: External link] and Priorities USA Action[image: External link] political action committees, and other infrastructure.[425] The campaign's headquarters were established in the New York City borough[image: External link] of Brooklyn[image: External link].[426] Focuses of her campaign have included raising middle class incomes, establishing universal preschool[image: External link] and making college more affordable, and improving the Affordable Care Act.[427][428] Initially considered a prohibitive favorite to win the Democratic nomination,[424] Clinton faced an unexpectedly strong challenge from democratic socialist[image: External link] Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont, whose longtime stance against the influence of corporations and the wealthy in American politics resonated with a dissatisfied citizenry troubled by the effects of income inequality in the U.S.[image: External link] and contrasted with Clinton's Wall Street ties.[420][428]

In the initial contest of the primaries season, Clinton only very narrowly won the Iowa Democratic caucuses[image: External link], held February 1, over an increasingly popular Sanders,[429][430] making her the first woman to win the Iowa caucuses.[429] In the first primary, held in New Hampshire[image: External link] on February 9, she lost to Sanders by a wide margin.[431] Sanders was an increasing threat in the next contest, the Nevada caucuses[image: External link] on February 20,[432] but Clinton managed a five-percentage-point win, aided by final-days campaigning among casino workers.[433] Clinton followed that with a lopsided victory in the South Carolina primary[image: External link] on February 27.[432] These two victories stabilized her campaign and showed an avoidance of the management turmoil that harmed her 2008 effort.[432]

On March 1 ("Super Tuesday[image: External link]"), Clinton won seven of eleven contests, including a string of dominating victories across the South buoyed, as in South Carolina, by African-American voters, and opened up a significant lead in pledged delegates[image: External link] over Sanders.[434] She maintained this delegate lead across subsequent contests during the primary season, with a consistent pattern throughout being that Sanders did better among younger, whiter, more rural, and more liberal voters and in states that held caucuses or where eligibility was open[image: External link] to independents, while Clinton did better among older and more diverse voter populations and in states that held primaries or where eligibility was restricted to registered Democrats.[435][436][437]

By June 5, 2016, she had earned enough pledged delegates and supportive superdelegates for the media to consider her the presumptive nominee.[438] On June 7, after winning most of the states in the final major round of primaries, Clinton held a victory rally in Brooklyn in which she became the first woman to claim the status of presumptive nominee for a major American political party.[439] By campaign's end, Clinton had won 2,219 pledged delegates to Sanders' 1,832; with an estimated 594 superdelegates compared to Sanders' 47.[440] She received almost 17 million votes during the nominating process, as opposed to Sanders' 13 million.[441]

Clinton was formally nominated at the 2016 Democratic National Convention[image: External link] in Philadelphia on July 26, 2016, becoming the first woman to be nominated for president by a major U.S. political party.[442] Her choice of vice presidential running mate, Senator Tim Kaine, was nominated by the Convention the following day.[443] Her opponents in the general election were Republican Donald Trump, Libertarian Gary Johnson, and Jill Stein of the Green Party[image: External link].

Clinton held a significant lead in national polls over Trump throughout most of 2016. In early July, Trump and Clinton became tied in major polls following the FBI's conclusion of its investigation into her emails.[444] FBI Director[image: External link] James Comey concluded Clinton had been "extremely careless" in her handling of classified government material.[445] In late July, Trump gained his first lead over Clinton in major polls following a 3 to 4 percentage point convention bounce[image: External link] at the Republican National Convention, in line with the average bounce in conventions since 2004[image: External link], although it is toward the small side by historical standards.[446][447] Following Clinton's 7 percentage point convention bounce at the Democratic National Convention[image: External link], she regained a significant lead in national polls at the start of August.[448][449]

Hillary Clinton was defeated by Donald Trump in the November 8, 2016 presidential election.[450] By the early morning hours of November 9, Trump had received 279 projected electoral college votes, with 270 needed to win, and media sources proclaimed him the winner.[451] Clinton then phoned Trump to concede and to congratulate him on his victory, whereupon Trump gave a victory speech.[452] The next morning Clinton made a public concession speech in which she acknowledged the pain of her loss, but called on her supporters to accept Trump as president, saying "We owe him an open mind and a chance to lead."[453] Though Clinton lost the election by only capturing 232 electors to Trump's 306, a month after the election the popular vote count showed her leading by more than 2.7 million votes, with many votes yet to be counted.[454] She is the fifth presidential candidate in U.S. history to win the popular vote but lose the election.[455]

On December 19. 2016, when electors formally voted, Clinton lost five of her initial 232 votes due to faithless electors, with three of her Washington[image: External link] votes instead being cast for Colin Powell[image: External link], one being cast for Faith Spotted Eagle[image: External link], and one in Hawaii[image: External link] being cast for Bernie Sanders.[456]
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 Subsequent activities




In her capacity as a former First Lady, Clinton and her husband Bill (in his capacity as a former president) attended Donald Trump's inauguration with their daughter Chelsea. The morning of the inauguration Clinton wrote on her Twitter account, “I’m here today to honor our democracy & its enduring values, I will never stop believing in our country & its future.”[457]

On March 17, 2017 Clinton delivered a St. Patrick's Day[image: External link] speech in Scranton, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. Making reference to reports of her being seen taking walks in woods around Chappaqua following her loss in the presidential election,[458][459] Clinton indicated her readiness to emerge from "the woods" and become politically active again.[458]

In April 2017, Clinton commented that she will not seek public office again.[460]

On May 15, 2017, Clinton revealed Onward Together[image: External link], a new political action committee that she wrote as being "dedicated to advancing the progressive vision that earned nearly 66 million votes in the last election", in a several tweets and an email.[461]

Clinton is also slated to release a memoir regarding the 2016 election in the Fall of 2017 through Simon & Schuster[image: External link].[462]
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 Comments on President Trump




On February 27, 2017, Clinton called on President Trump to address the shooting of two Indians by Adam Purinton[image: External link].[463] On April 6, in response to the Khan Shaykhun chemical attack[image: External link], Clinton said the US should take out the air fields of Bashar al-Assad[image: External link] and thereby "prevent him from being able to use them to bomb innocent people and drop sarin gas on them."[464] On May 2, Clinton said Trump's use of Twitter "doesn't work" when pursuing important negotiations and North Korea should not be consulted with an abandoning "of a broader strategic framework to try to get China, Japan, Russia, South Korea, to put the kind of pressure on the regime that will finally bring them to the negotiating table with some kind of realistic prospect for change."[465] While delivering the commencement speech at her alma mater Wellesley College[image: External link] on May 26, Clinton asserted President Trump's 2018 budget proposal was "a con" for underfunding domestic programs.[466] During an appearance at Recode's Code Conference on May 31, Clinton suggested Trump's incomplete tweet from earlier in the day was "a hidden message to the Russians."[467] The following day, after President Trump announced withdrawal of the US from the Paris Agreement, Clinton tweeted that it was a "historic mistake."[468]

On March 24, 2017, after the postponing of a Congressional vote to repeal the Affordable Care Act, Clinton labeled the day "a victory for the 24,000,000 people at risk of losing their health insurance" and warned of an ongoing battle to maintain coverage.[469] Clinton went on to call the American Health Care Act[image: External link] "a disastrous bill" during a San Francisco[image: External link] speech four days later.[470] May 4, after the House narrowly passed the American Health Care Act, Clinton dubbed it a "shameful failure of policy & morality by GOP".[471]
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 Political positions




Main article: Political positions of Hillary Clinton


Several organizations have attempted to measure Clinton's place on the political spectrum[image: External link] scientifically using her Senate votes. National Journal[image: External link]'s 2004 study of roll-call votes assigned Clinton a rating of 30 in the political spectrum, relative to the Senate at the time, with a rating of 1 being most liberal and 100 being most conservative.[472] National Journal's subsequent rankings placed her as the 32nd-most liberal senator in 2006 and 16th-most liberal senator in 2007.[473] A 2004 analysis by political scientists Joshua D. Clinton of Princeton University[image: External link] and Simon Jackman and Doug Rivers of Stanford University[image: External link] found her to be likely the sixth-to-eighth-most liberal senator.[474] The Almanac of American Politics[image: External link], edited by Michael Barone[image: External link] and Richard E. Cohen[image: External link], rated her votes from 2003 through 2006 as liberal or conservative, with 100 as the highest rating, in three areas: Economic, Social, and Foreign. Averaged for the four years, the ratings are: Economic = 75 liberal, 23 conservative; Social = 83 liberal, 6 conservative; Foreign = 66 liberal, 30 conservative. Total average = 75 liberal, 20 conservative.[p] According to FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]'s measure of political ideology, "Clinton was one of the most liberal members during her time in the Senate."[475]

Organizations have also attempted to give newer assessments of Clinton once she reentered elective politics in 2015. Based on her stated positions from the 1990s to the present, On the Issues[image: External link] places her in their "Left Liberal" region on their two-dimensional grid of social and economic ideologies, with a social score of 80 on a scale of 0 more-restrictive to 100 less-government stances and an economic score of 10 on a scale of 0 more-restrictive to 100 less-government stances.[476] Crowdpac, which does a data aggregation of campaign contributions, votes, and speeches, gives her a 6.5L rating on a one-dimensional left-right scale from 10L (most liberal) to 10C (most conservative).[477] Through 2008, she had an average lifetime 90 percent "Liberal Quotient" from Americans for Democratic Action[image: External link],[478] and a lifetime 8 percent rating from the American Conservative Union[image: External link].[479]

In March 2016, Clinton laid out a detailed economic plan, which The New York Times called "optimistic" and "wide-ranging".[480] Basing her economic philosophy on inclusive capitalism[image: External link], Clinton proposed a "clawback" that would rescind tax relief and other benefits for companies that move jobs overseas; providing incentives for companies that share profits with employees, communities and the environment, rather than focusing on short-term profits to increase stock value and rewarding shareholders; increasing collective bargaining rights; and placing an "exit tax" on companies that move their headquarters out of America in order to pay a lower tax rate overseas.[480] Clinton currently opposes the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) (though she previously described it as "the gold standard"[481] of trade deals). She supports the U.S. Export-Import Bank[image: External link], and holds that "any trade deal has to produce jobs and raise wages and increase prosperity and protect our security".[482][483] As Senator (2001–2009), her record on trade was mixed, voting in favor of some trade agreements but not others.[482]

Given the climate of unlimited campaign contributions following the Supreme Court's Citizens United decision[image: External link], Clinton called for a constitutional amendment[image: External link] to limit "unaccountable money" in politics.[484] In July 2016, she "committed" to introducing a U.S. constitutional amendment that would result in overturning the 2010 Citizens United decision.[485][486] On December 7, 2015, in The New York Times, Clinton presented her detailed plans for regulating Wall Street[image: External link] financial activities.[487]

Clinton accepted the scientific consensus on climate change, supports cap-and-trade[image: External link],[488] and opposed the Keystone XL pipeline.[489]

She supported "equal pay for equal work," to address current shortfalls in how much women are paid to do the same jobs men do.[490] Clinton has explicitly focused on family issues and supports universal preschool[image: External link].[484] These programs would be funded by proposing tax increases on the wealthy, including a "fair share surcharge".[491]

Clinton supported the Affordable Care Act[492] and would have added a "public option[image: External link]" that would have competed against private insurers and enabled people "50 or 55 and up" to buy into Medicare.[493][494]

On LGBT rights, she supported the right to same-sex marriage.[484] Clinton first expressed support for a national right to same-sex marriage in 2013; in 2000, she had been against such unions altogether, and in 2006, she said only that she would support a state's decision to permit same-sex marriages.[495] In 2000, she was the first First Lady to march in an LGBT pride parade[image: External link].[496] In 2016, she was the first major-party presidential candidate ever to write an op-ed for an LGBT newspaper (Philadelphia Gay News[image: External link]).[497]

Clinton held that allowing undocumented immigrants to have a path to citizenship "[i]s at its heart a family issue",[498] and expressed support for Obama's Deferred Action for Parental Accountability[image: External link] (DAPA) program, which would allow up to five million undocumented immigrants to gain deferral of deportation and authorization to legally work in the United States.[499][500] She opposed and criticized Trump's call to temporarily ban Muslims from entering the United States.[501]

Clinton expressed support for Common Core.[502] She said, "The really unfortunate argument that's been going on around Common Core, it's very painful because the Common Core started off as a bipartisan effort. It was actually nonpartisan. It wasn't politicized.... Iowa has had a testing system based on a core curriculum for a really long time. And [speaking to Iowans] you see the value of it, you understand why that helps you organize your whole education system. And a lot of states unfortunately haven't had that, and so don't understand the value of a core, in this sense a Common Core."[503]

On foreign affairs, Clinton voted in October 2002 in favor of the Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Iraq[image: External link],[504] a vote she later "regretted."[505] She favored arming Syria's rebel fighters[image: External link] in 2012 and has called for the removal of Syrian president Bashar al-Assad[image: External link].[506] She supported the NATO bombing of Yugoslavia[image: External link] in 1999 and the NATO-led military intervention in Libya[image: External link] to oust former Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link] in 2011.[507][508] Clinton is in favor of maintaining American influence in the Middle East[image: External link].[501] She has told the American Israel Public Affairs Committee[image: External link], "America can't ever be neutral when it comes to Israel's security and survival."[509] Clinton expressed support for Israel's right to defend itself during the 2006 Lebanon War[image: External link] and 2014 Israel–Gaza conflict[image: External link].[510][511] In April 2017, Clinton called for strikes against Syrian airfields.[512]

In 2000, Clinton advocated for eliminating the electoral college[image: External link][513] and promised to co-sponsor legislation that would abolish it resulting in the direct election of the president.[514][515]
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 Religious views




Clinton has been a lifelong Methodist[image: External link], attending various churches throughout her lifetime; all belonging to the United Methodist Church[image: External link]:


	First United Methodist Church of Park Ridge, Illinois[image: External link]—in her early life,

	First United Methodist Church of Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link]—while in Arkansas,

	Foundry United Methodist Church in Washington, D.C.—as First Lady of the United States,

	Metropolitan Community United Methodist Church in New York, New York[image: External link]—currently a congregant.



She discussed her faith at 2014 United Methodist Women church rally at the Kentucky International Convention Center in Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link].[516] However, she has infrequently discussed her faith while campaigning.[517][518] Clinton has openly discussed her Christianity on several occasions, discussing for example the importance of loving one's neighbor as oneself, of helping the poor and "creating opportunities for others to be lifted up".[518] Clinton has also expressed disappointment that "Christianity, which has such great love at its core, is sometimes used to condemn so quickly and judge so harshly."[518]

Professor Paul Kengor[image: External link], author of God and Hillary Clinton: A Spiritual Life, has suggested that Clinton's political positions are rooted in her faith. Clinton often expresses a certain maxim which is often attributed to John Wesley[image: External link]: "Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can."[517] In fact, Clinton repeated this saying in her acceptance speech at the 2016 Democratic National Convention, adding that her mother Dorothy "made sure I learned [these] words from our Methodist faith."[519]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Writings and recordings




See also: Bibliography of Hillary Clinton[image: External link]


As First Lady of the United States, Clinton published a weekly syndicated[image: External link] newspaper column titled "Talking It Over" from 1995 to 2000.[520][521] It focused on her experiences and those of women, children, and families she met during her travels around the world.[4]

In 1996, Clinton presented a vision for the children of America in the book It Takes a Village: And Other Lessons Children Teach Us[image: External link]. The book made the Best Seller list[image: External link] of The New York Times and Clinton received the Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album[image: External link] in 1997 for the book's audio recording.[522] She was the first First Lady to win a Grammy Award.[523]

Other books published by Clinton when she was first lady include Dear Socks, Dear Buddy: Kids' Letters to the First Pets[image: External link] (1998) and An Invitation to the White House: At Home with History[image: External link] (2000). In 2001, she wrote an afterword to the children's book Beatrice's Goat[image: External link].[524]

In 2003, Clinton released a 562-page autobiography, Living History[image: External link], for which publisher Simon & Schuster[image: External link] paid Clinton a near-record advance of $8 million.[525] The book set a first-week sales record for a nonfiction work,[526] went on to sell more than one million copies in the first month following publication,[527] and was translated into twelve foreign languages.[528] Clinton's audio recording of the book earned her a nomination for the Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album.[529]

In 2014, Clinton published a second memoir, Hard Choices[image: External link], which focused on her time as Secretary of State. As of July 2015, the book has sold about 280,000 copies.[530]

In 2016, Clinton and Tim Kaine published Stronger Together[image: External link], which outlined their vision for the United States if they had won the 2016 presidential election.[531]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cultural and political image




Over a hundred books and scholarly works have been written about Clinton[image: External link], from many perspectives. A 2006 survey by the New York Observer[image: External link] found "a virtual cottage industry" of "anti-Clinton literature",[532] put out by Regnery Publishing[image: External link] and other conservative imprints,[532] with titles such as Madame Hillary: The Dark Road to the White House[image: External link], Hillary's Scheme: Inside the Next Clinton's Ruthless Agenda to Take the White House, and Can She Be Stopped?: Hillary Clinton Will Be the Next President of the United States Unless ... Books praising Clinton did not sell nearly as well[532] (other than the memoirs written by her and her husband). When she ran for Senate in 2000, a number of fundraising groups such as Save Our Senate and the Emergency Committee to Stop Hillary Rodham Clinton sprang up to oppose her.[533] Van Natta found that Republican and conservative groups viewed her as a reliable " bogeyman[image: External link]" to mention in fundraising letters,[534] on a par with Ted Kennedy, and the equivalent of Democratic and liberal appeals mentioning Newt Gingrich.[534]

Clinton has also been featured in the media and popular culture from a wide spectrum of varying perspectives. In 1995, writer Todd S. Purdum[image: External link] of The New York Times characterized Clinton as a Rorschach test[image: External link],[535] an assessment echoed at the time by feminist writer and activist Betty Friedan[image: External link], who said, "Coverage of Hillary Clinton is a massive Rorschach test of the evolution of women in our society."[536] She has been the subject of many satirical impressions on Saturday Night Live[image: External link], beginning with her time as first lady, and has made guest appearances on the show herself, in 2008 and in 2015, to face-off with her doppelgängers[image: External link].[537][538]

Clinton has often been described in the popular media as a polarizing[image: External link] figure, with some arguing otherwise.[539] James Madison University[image: External link] political science professor Valerie Sulfaro's 2007 study used the American National Election Studies[image: External link]' "feeling thermometer" polls, which measure the degree of opinion about a political figure, to find that such polls during Clinton's first lady years confirm the "conventional wisdom that Hillary Clinton is a polarizing figure", with the added insight that "affect towards Mrs. Clinton as first lady tended to be very positive or very negative, with a fairly constant one fourth of respondents feeling ambivalent or neutral".[540] University of California, San Diego[image: External link] political science professor Gary Jacobson[image: External link]'s 2006 study of partisan polarization[image: External link] found that in a state-by-state survey of job approval ratings of the state's senators, Clinton had the fourth-largest partisan difference of any senator, with a 50-percentage-point difference in approval between New York's Democrats and Republicans.[541]

Northern Illinois University[image: External link] political science professor Barbara Burrell's 2000 study found that Clinton's Gallup poll favorability numbers broke sharply along partisan lines throughout her time as first lady, with 70 to 90 percent of Democrats typically viewing her favorably while only 20 to 40 percent of Republicans did.[542] University of Wisconsin–Madison political science professor Charles Franklin analyzed her record of favorable versus unfavorable ratings in public opinion polls, and found that there was more variation in them during her first lady years than her Senate years.[543] The Senate years showed favorable ratings around 50 percent and unfavorable ratings in the mid-40 percent range; Franklin noted that, "This sharp split is, of course, one of the more widely remarked aspects of Sen. Clinton's public image."[543] McGill University[image: External link] professor of history Gil Troy[image: External link] titled his 2006 biography of her Hillary Rodham Clinton: Polarizing First Lady, and wrote that after the 1992 campaign, Clinton "was a polarizing figure, with 42 percent [of the public] saying she came closer to their values and lifestyle than previous first ladies and 41 percent disagreeing."[544] Troy further wrote that Clinton "has been uniquely controversial and contradictory since she first appeared on the national radar screen in 1992"[545] and that she "has alternately fascinated, bedeviled, bewitched, and appalled Americans."[545]

Burrell's study found women consistently rating Clinton more favorably than men by about ten percentage points during her first lady years.[542] Jacobson's study found a positive correlation across all senators between being women and receiving a partisan-polarized response.[541] Colorado State University[image: External link] communication studies professor Karrin Vasby Anderson describes the first lady position as a "site" for American womanhood, one ready made for the symbolic negotiation of female identity.[548] In particular, Anderson states there has been a cultural bias towards traditional first ladies and a cultural prohibition against modern first ladies; by the time of Clinton, the first lady position had become a site of heterogeneity and paradox.[548] Burrell, as well as biographers Jeff Gerth[image: External link] and Don Van Natta Jr.[image: External link], note that Clinton achieved her highest approval ratings as first lady late in 1998, not for professional or political achievements of her own, but for being seen as the victim of her husband's very public infidelity.[214][542] University of Pennsylvania[image: External link] communications professor Kathleen Hall Jamieson[image: External link] saw Clinton as an exemplar of the double bind[image: External link], who though able to live in a "both-and" world of both career and family, nevertheless "became a surrogate on whom we projected our attitudes about attributes once thought incompatible", leading to her being placed in a variety of no-win situations[image: External link].[536] Quinnipiac University[image: External link] media studies professor Lisa Burns found press accounts frequently framing[image: External link] Clinton both as an exemplar of the modern professional working mother and as a political interloper interested in usurping power for herself.[549] University of Indianapolis[image: External link] English professor Charlotte Templin found political cartoonists[image: External link] using a variety of stereotypes—such as gender reversal, radical feminist as emasculator, and the wife the husband wants to get rid of—to portray Clinton as violating gender norms[image: External link].[550]

Going into the early stages of her presidential campaign for 2008, a Time magazine cover showed a large picture of her, with two checkboxes[image: External link] labeled "Love Her", "Hate Her",[551] while Mother Jones titled its profile of her "Harpy, Hero, Heretic: Hillary".[552] Democratic netroots[image: External link] activists consistently rated Clinton very low in polls of their desired candidates,[553] while some conservative figures such as Bruce Bartlett[image: External link] and Christopher Ruddy[image: External link] were declaring a Hillary Clinton presidency not so bad after all.[554][555] An October 2007 cover of The American Conservative[image: External link] magazine was titled "The Waning Power of Hillary Hate".[556] By December 2007, communications professor Jamieson observed that there was a large amount of misogyny[image: External link] present about Clinton on the Internet,[557] up to and including Facebook and other sites devoted to depictions reducing Clinton to sexual humiliation.[557] She noted, in response to widespread comments on Clinton's laugh,[558] that "We know that there's language to condemn female speech that doesn't exist for male speech. We call women's speech shrill and strident. And Hillary Clinton's laugh was being described as a cackle."[557] The "bitch" epithet[image: External link], which had been applied to Clinton going back to her first lady days and had been seen by Karrin Vasby Anderson as a tool of containment against women in American politics,[559] flourished during the campaign, especially on the Internet but via conventional media as well.[560] Following Clinton's "choked up moment" and related incidents in the run-up to the January 2008 New Hampshire primary, both The New York Times and Newsweek[image: External link] found that discussion of gender's role in the campaign had moved into the national political discourse.[561][562] Newsweek editor Jon Meacham[image: External link] summed the relationship between Clinton and the American public by saying that the New Hampshire events "brought an odd truth to light: though Hillary Rodham Clinton has been on the periphery or in the middle of national life for decades ... she is one of the most recognizable but least understood figures in American politics."[562]

Once she became Secretary of State, Clinton's image seemed to improve dramatically among the American public and become one of a respected world figure.[336][563] She gained consistently high approval ratings (by 2011, the highest of her career except during the Lewinsky scandal),[564] and her favorable-unfavorable ratings during 2010 and 2011 were the highest of any active, nationally prominent American political figure.[563][565] A 2012 Internet meme[image: External link], "Texts from Hillary[image: External link]", was based around a photograph of Clinton sitting on a military plane wearing sunglasses and using a mobile phone and imagined the recipients and contents of her text messages. It achieved viral popularity among younger, technically adept followers of politics.[566] Clinton sought to explain her popularity by saying in early 2012, "There's a certain consistency to who I am and what I do, and I think people have finally said, 'Well, you know, I kinda get her now.'"[336] She continued to do well in Gallup's most admired man and woman poll[image: External link] and in 2015 she was named the most admired woman by Americans for a record fourteenth straight time and twentieth time overall.[567]

Her favorability ratings dropped, however, after she left office and began to be viewed in the context of partisan politics once more.[568] By September 2015, with her 2016 presidential campaign underway and beset by continued reports regarding her private email usage at the State Department, her ratings had slumped to some of her lowest levels ever.[569] During 2016 she acknowledged that: "I'm not a natural politician, in case you haven't noticed."[570]
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Main article: Electoral history of Hillary Clinton[image: External link]




	New York United States Senate election, 2000[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,747,310
	55.3
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Rick Lazio[image: External link]
	2,915,730
	43.0
	






	New York United States Senate election, 2006[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,008,428
	67.0
	+11.7



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	John Spencer[image: External link]
	1,392,189
	31.0
	-12.0






	Democratic Party presidential primaries, 2008[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Barack Obama
	17,584,692 (popular votes)

2,272.5 delegates

(33 states)
	47.3% of popular vote



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	17,857,501 (popular votes)

1,978 delegates

(23 states)
	48.0% of popular vote






	Democratic Party presidential primaries, 2016[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	16,914,722 (popular votes)

2,842 delegates

(34 states)
	55.2% of popular vote



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Bernie Sanders
	13,206,428 (popular votes)

1,865 delegates

(23 states)
	43.1% of popular vote






	United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Donald Trump
	62,979,879 (popular votes)

304  electors[image: External link]

(30 states + ME-02[image: External link])
	46.0% (popular vote)

56.5% (electoral vote)



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	65,844,954 (popular votes)

227 electors

(20 states + DC)
	48.1% (popular vote)

42.2% (electoral vote)





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	United States presidential election, 2016 timeline

	Women in the United States Senate[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Research by The New York Sun[image: External link] in 2007 found it unclear exactly which cases beyond child custody ones Rodham worked on at the Treuhaft firm.[53] Anti-Clinton writers such as Barbara Olson[image: External link] would later charge Hillary Clinton with never repudiating Treuhaft's ideology, and for retaining social and political ties with his wife and fellow communist Jessica Mitford[image: External link].[54] Further Sun research revealed that Mitford and Hillary Clinton were not close, and had a falling out over a 1980 Arkansas prisoner case.[55]


	
^ For the start date, see Brock 1996, p. 96. Secondary sources give inconsistent dates as to when her time as chair ended. Primary sources indicate that sometime between about April 1980 and September 1980, Rodham was replaced as chair by F. William McCalpin[image: External link]. See Departments of State, Justice, and Commerce, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriations for 1981, "House Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Departments of State, Justice, Commerce, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriations[image: External link]", U.S. House of Representatives, 1980. Rodham is still chair after having given birth "a few weeks ago"; Chelsea Clinton was born on February 27, 1980. And see Background release, Legal Services Corporation, September 1980, "Hearings Before the Subcommittee on Courts, Civil Liberties, and the Administration of Justice, of the Committee of the Judiciary, House of Representatives[image: External link]", September 21, 27, 1979, pp. 388–403, exact reference p. 398, which shows McCalpin as chair in September 1980.


	
^ a b As of 1993, she had not legally changed her name from Hillary Rodham.[107] Bill Clinton's advisers thought her use of her maiden name to be one of the reasons for his 1980 gubernatorial re-election loss. During the following winter, Vernon Jordan[image: External link] suggested to Hillary Rodham that she start using the name Clinton, and she began to do so publicly with her husband's February 1982 campaign announcement to regain that office. She later wrote that "I learned the hard way that some voters in Arkansas were seriously offended by the fact that I kept my maiden name".[108] Once he was elected again, she made a point of using "Hillary Rodham Clinton" in work she did as first lady of the state.[81] Once she became First Lady of the United States in 1993, she publicly stated that she wanted to be known as "Hillary Rodham Clinton".[107] She has authored all of her books under that name. She continued to use that name on her website and elsewhere once she was a U.S. senator.[109] When she ran for president during 2007–08, she used the name "Hillary Clinton" or just "Hillary" in campaign materials.[109] She used "Hillary Rodham Clinton" again in official materials as Secretary of State.[110] As of the 2015 launch of her second presidential campaign, she again switched to using "Hillary Clinton" in campaign materials;[110] in November 2015 both the Associated Press and The New York Times noted that they would no longer use "Rodham" in referring to Clinton, with the Times stating that "the Clinton campaign confirmed ... that Mrs. Clinton prefers to be simply, 'Hillary Clinton'".[111]


	
^ Clinton said in the joint 60 Minutes interview, "I'm not sitting here as some little woman 'standing by my man' like Tammy Wynette. I'm sitting here because I love him and I respect him, and I honor what he's been through and what we've been through together." The seemingly sneering reference to country music[image: External link] provoked immediate criticism that Clinton was culturally tone-deaf, and Tammy Wynette herself did not like the remark because "Stand by Your Man" is not written in the first person.[135] Wynette added that Clinton had "offended every true country music fan and every person who has 'made it on their own' with no one to take them to a White House."[136] A few days later, on Primetime Live[image: External link], Hillary Clinton apologized to Wynette. Clinton would later write that she had been careless in her choice of words and that "the fallout from my reference to Tammy Wynette was instant — as it deserved to be — and brutal."[137] The two women later resolved their differences, with Wynette appearing at a Clinton fund raiser.


	
^ Less than two months after the Tammy Wynette remarks, Clinton was facing questions about whether she could have avoided possible conflicts of interest between her governor husband and work given to the Rose Law Firm, when she remarked, "I've done the best I can to lead my life ... You know, I suppose I could have stayed home and baked cookies and had teas, but what I decided to do was fulfill my profession, which I entered before my husband was in public life."[138] The "cookies and teas" part of this statement prompted even more culture-based criticism of Clinton's apparent distaste for women who had chosen to be homemakers; the remark became a recurring campaign liability.[139] Clinton subsequently offered up some cookie recipes as a way of making amends, and would later write of her chagrin: "Besides, I've done quite a lot of cookie baking in my life, and tea-pouring too!"[138]


	
^ The Eleanor Roosevelt "discussions" were first reported in 1996 by Washington Post writer Bob Woodward[image: External link]; they had begun from the start of Hillary Clinton's time as first lady.[150] Following the Democrats' loss of congressional control in the 1994 elections, Clinton had engaged the services of Human Potential Movement[image: External link] proponent Jean Houston[image: External link]. Houston encouraged Clinton to pursue the Roosevelt connection, and while no psychic techniques were used with Clinton, critics and comics immediately suggested that Clinton was holding séances[image: External link] with Eleanor Roosevelt. The White House stated that this was merely a brainstorming[image: External link] exercise, and a private poll later indicated that most of the public believed these were indeed just imaginary conversations, with the remainder believing that communication with the dead was actually possible.[151] In her 2003 autobiography, Clinton titled an entire chapter "Conversations with Eleanor", and stated that holding "imaginary conversations [is] actually a useful mental exercise to help analyze problems, provided you choose the right person to visualize. Eleanor Roosevelt was ideal."[152]


	
^ Clinton was referring to the Arkansas Project[image: External link] and its funder Richard Mellon Scaife[image: External link], Kenneth Starr's connections to Scaife, Regnery Publishing[image: External link] and its connections to Lucianne Goldberg[image: External link] and Linda Tripp[image: External link], Jerry Falwell, and others.[210]


	
^ For a brief period


	
^ General Jack Keane[image: External link], one of the architects of the surge, later related that he tried to convince Clinton of its merits at the time but that she felt it would not succeed and that U.S. casualties would be too high. Keane said that sometime during 2008 she told him, "You were right, this really did work".[251] In 2014, Secretary of Defense Gates related that after Clinton had left the Senate and become Secretary of State, she told President Obama that her opposition to the 2007 Iraq surge had been political, due to her facing a strong challenge from the anti-Iraq War Obama in the upcoming Democratic presidential primary. Gates also quotes Clinton as saying, "The Iraq surge worked."[266] Clinton responded that Gates had misinterpreted her remark regarding the reason for her opposition.[251]


	
^ When asked for her reaction to an Obama remark about the possibility that his campaign represented false hope, Clinton responded: "I would point to the fact that Dr. King's dream began to be realized when President Johnson passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964, when he was able to get through Congress something that President Kennedy was hopeful to do, the President before had not even tried, but it took a president to get it done. That dream became a reality, the power of that dream became real in people's lives because we had a president who said we are going to do it, and actually got it accomplished."[290]


	
^ "2008 Democratic Popular Vote"[image: External link]. RealClearPolitics[image: External link]. Retrieved July 8, 2008. The popular vote count for a nomination process is unofficial, and meaningless in determining the nominee. It is difficult to come up with precise totals due to some caucus states not reporting popular vote totals and thus having to be estimated. It is further difficult to compare Clinton and Obama's totals, due to only her name having been on the ballot in the Michigan primary.[302]


	
^ These efforts were not immediately rewarded, largely due to the unpopularity of drone attacks in Pakistan[image: External link] and other anti-terrorism U.S. actions. Polls in Pakistan and other Muslim countries showed approval of the U.S. declined among its citizens between 2009 and 2012 and confidence that Clinton was doing the right thing in world affairs was also low. The confidence ratings for Clinton were high in most European countries and generally mixed in the BRIC[image: External link] countries.[333]


	
^ While generally experiencing good health in her life, Clinton had previously had a potentially serious blood clot in her knee while first lady in 1998, for which she had required anticoagulant treatment.[370] An elbow fracture and subsequent painful recuperation had caused Clinton to miss two foreign trips as Secretary of State in 2009.[371] The 2012 concussion and clot episode caused Clinton to postpone her congressional testimony on the Benghazi attack and also to miss any foreign trips planned for the rest of her tenure.[368] After returning to public activity, she wore special glasses for two months, with a Fresnel lens[image: External link] for the left eye to compensate for double vision, a lingering effect of the concussion.[369][372] She remained on anticoagulant medication as a precaution.[369]


	
^ Clinton's 112 countries visited broke Madeleine Albright[image: External link]'s previous mark of 96.[379] Clinton's sum of 956,733 air miles traveled, however, fell short of Condoleezza Rice[image: External link]'s record for mileage.[378] That total, 1,059,207, was bolstered late in Rice's tenure by repeated trips to the Middle East.[380]


	
^ a b During Clinton's tenure there were several cases where foreign governments continued making donations to the Clinton Foundation at the same level they had before Clinton became secretary, which was permissible under the agreement forged before she took office, and also one instance of a new donation, $500,000 from Algeria for earthquake relief in Haiti, that was outside the bounds of the continuation provision and should have received a special State Department ethics review but did not.[416] The foundation's new stance as of April 2015 and Clinton's presidential candidacy was to accept foreign governmental donations only from Australia, Canada, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway and the United Kingdom.[417]


	
^ See Barone, Michael[image: External link]; Cohen, Richard E.[image: External link] (2008). The Almanac of American Politics[image: External link]. National Journal. p. 1126. And 2006 edition of same, 1152. The scores for individual years are [highest rating 100, format: liberal, (conservative)]: 2003: Economic = 90 (7), Social = 85 (0), Foreign = 79 (14). Average = 85 (7). 2004: Economic = 63 (36), Social = 82 (0), Foreign = 58 (41). Average = 68 (26). 2005: Economic = 84 (15), Social = 83 (10), Foreign = 66 (29). Average = 78 (18). 2006: Economic = 63 (35), Social = 80 (14), Foreign = 62 (35). Average = 68 (28).
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List of Presidents of the United States by Age






This is a list of presidents of the United States by age. The first table charts the age of each United States president at the time of presidential inauguration[image: External link] (first inauguration if elected to multiple and consecutive terms), upon leaving office, and at the time of death. Each president's lifespan (age at death) is measured in two ways, to allow for the differing number of leap days[image: External link] that each experienced. The first figure is the number of days between the president's date of birth and date of death, allowing for leap days; in parentheses, the same period is given in years and days, with the years being the number of whole years that the president lived, and the days being the number of days since the last birthday. Where the president is still living, their lifespan is calculated up to June 15, 2017. The second table includes those presidents who had the distinction among their peers of being the oldest living president, and charts both when they became and ceased to be oldest living.

Overview

See also: Lifespan timeline of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]


The median[image: External link] age at accession to the presidency is roughly 55 years and 6 months, which is about how old Benjamin Harrison was at the time of his inauguration. The youngest person to assume the office was Theodore Roosevelt, who became president following William McKinley's assassination[image: External link], at the age of 42 years, 322 days. The youngest person elected president was John F. Kennedy, who was inaugurated into office at the age of 43 years, 236 days. Assassinated[image: External link] three years into his term, he became the youngest at the time of leaving office (46 years, 177 days); the youngest at the time of leaving office after serving a full four-year term was Theodore Roosevelt (50 years, 128 days). The oldest at the time of entering office was Donald Trump, the incumbent, at the age of 70 years, 220 days; Ronald Reagan was the oldest in office when he left office, at the age of 77 years, 349 days.

The oldest living president is George H. W. Bush, born June 12, 1924 (age 93 years, 3 days). The second oldest living president, Jimmy Carter[image: External link], has the distinction of having the longest post-presidency in U.S. history, currently at 36 years, 146 days. The youngest living president is Barack Obama, born August 4, 1961 (age 55 years, 315 days).

The longest-lived president was Gerald Ford, who died at the age of 93 years, 165 days. He surpassed Ronald Reagan for this distinction on November 11, 2006, 45 days prior to his death. (Reagan had surpassed the longevity of the nation's second president, John Adams, on October 12, 2001.) The shortest-lived president to have died by natural causes[image: External link] (excluding John Kennedy and James A. Garfield—who, like Kennedy, was assassinated[image: External link]) was James K. Polk, who died at the age of 53 years, 225 days; only 103 days after leaving office.

Since 1797, when George Washington's service as president ended, there have been five periods in American history where the only living president was the incumbent president.


	John Adams, December 14, 1799 to March 4, 1801, between the death of George Washington, and the first inauguration of Thomas Jefferson


	
Ulysses S. Grant, July 31, 1875 to March 4, 1877, between the death of Andrew Johnson and the inauguration of Rutherford B. Hayes


	Theodore Roosevelt, June 24, 1908 to March 4, 1909, between the death of Grover Cleveland and the inauguration of William Howard Taft


	
Herbert Hoover, January 5, 1933 to March 4, 1933, between the death of Calvin Coolidge and the first inauguration of Franklin D. Roosevelt


	
Richard Nixon, January 22, 1973 to August 9, 1974, between the death of Lyndon B. Johnson and the inauguration of Gerald Ford.



The greatest number of presidents—former presidents plus the incumbent—alive at any given time is six, which has happened four times.


	Including: Martin Van Buren, John Tyler, Millard Fillmore, Franklin Pierce, James Buchanan, and Abraham Lincoln; between March 4, 1861 (Abraham Lincoln's first inauguration) and January 18, 1862 (John Tyler's death)

	Including: Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, and Bill Clinton; between January 20, 1993 (Bill Clinton's first inauguration) and April 22, 1994 (Richard Nixon's death)

	Including: Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton and George W. Bush; between January 20, 2001 (George W. Bush's first inauguration) and June 5, 2004 (Ronald Reagan's death)

	Including: Jimmy Carter, George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, Barack Obama and Donald Trump; began on January 20, 2017 (Donald Trump's inauguration) and is ongoing.



Six U.S. presidents have lived into their 90s. They are (in order of birth):



	


	






	

John Adams

(1735–1826)

 








	






	

Herbert Hoover

(1874–1964)

 








	






	

Ronald Reagan

(1911–2004)

 








	






	

Gerald Ford

(1913–2006)

 








	






	

George H. W. Bush

(born 1924)

 








	






	

Jimmy Carter

(born 1924)

 











List of presidents by age



	#
	President
	Birth date
	Presidency

start date
	Age at

start date
	Presidency

end date
	Age at

end date
	Post-presidency

timespan
	Death date
	Lifespan



	1
	Washington, GeorgeGeorge Washington
	Feb 22, 1732[a]
	Apr 30, 1789
	57 years, 67 days
	Mar 4, 1797
	65 years, 10 days
	1,015 days

(2 years, 285 days)
	Dec 14, 1799
	67 years, 295 days

(24,767 days)



	2
	John Adams
	Oct 30, 1735[a]
	Mar 4, 1797
	61 years, 125 days
	Mar 4, 1801
	65 years, 125 days
	9,253 days

(25 years, 122 days)
	Jul 4, 1826
	90 years, 247 days

(33,119 days)



	3
	Jefferson, ThomasThomas Jefferson
	Apr 13, 1743[a]
	Mar 4, 1801
	57 years, 325 days
	Mar 4, 1809
	65 years, 325 days
	6,331 days

(17 years, 122 days)
	Jul 4, 1826
	83 years, 82 days

(30,397 days)



	4
	Madison, JamesJames Madison
	Mar 16, 1751[a]
	Mar 4, 1809
	57 years, 353 days
	Mar 4, 1817
	65 years, 353 days
	7,056 days

(19 years, 116 days)
	Jun 28, 1836
	85 years, 104 days

(31,150 days)



	5
	Monroe, JamesJames Monroe
	Apr 28, 1758
	Mar 4, 1817
	58 years, 310 days
	Mar 4, 1825
	66 years, 310 days
	2,313 days

(6 years, 122 days)
	Jul 4, 1831
	73 years, 67 days

(26,729 days)



	6
	John Q. Adams
	Jul 11, 1767
	Mar 4, 1825
	57 years, 236 days
	Mar 4, 1829
	61 years, 236 days
	6,930 days

(18 years, 356 days)
	Feb 23, 1848
	80 years, 227 days

(29,446 days)



	7
	Jackson, AndrewAndrew Jackson
	Mar 15, 1767
	Mar 4, 1829
	61 years, 354 days
	Mar 4, 1837
	69 years, 354 days
	3,018 days

(8 years, 96 days)
	Jun 8, 1845
	78 years, 85 days

(28,574 days)



	8
	Van Buren, MartinMartin Van Buren
	Dec 5, 1782
	Mar 4, 1837
	54 years, 89 days
	Mar 4, 1841
	58 years, 89 days
	7,812 days

(21 years, 142 days)
	Jul 24, 1862
	79 years, 231 days

(29,085 days)



	9
	Harrison, William H.William H. Harrison
	Feb 9, 1773
	Mar 4, 1841
	68 years, 23 days
	Apr 4, 1841[b]
	68 years, 54 days
	0 days
	Apr 4, 1841
	68 years, 54 days

(24,890 days)



	10
	Tyler, JohnJohn Tyler
	Mar 29, 1790
	Apr 4, 1841
	51 years, 6 days
	Mar 4, 1845
	54 years, 340 days
	6,164 days

(16 years, 320 days)
	Jan 18, 1862
	71 years, 295 days

(26,227 days)



	11
	Polk, James K.James K. Polk
	Nov 2, 1795
	Mar 4, 1845
	49 years, 122 days
	Mar 4, 1849
	53 years, 122 days
	103 days
	Jun 15, 1849
	53 years, 225 days

(19,583 days)



	12
	Taylor, ZacharyZachary Taylor
	Nov 24, 1784
	Mar 4, 1849
	64 years, 100 days
	Jul 9, 1850[b]
	65 years, 227 days
	0 days
	Jul 9, 1850
	65 years, 227 days

(23,967 days)



	13
	Fillmore, MillardMillard Fillmore
	Jan 7, 1800
	Jul 9, 1850
	50 years, 183 days
	Mar 4, 1853
	53 years, 56 days
	7,674 days

(21 years, 4 days)
	Mar 8, 1874
	74 years, 60 days

(27,088 days)



	14
	Pierce, FranklinFranklin Pierce
	Nov 23, 1804
	Mar 4, 1853
	48 years, 101 days
	Mar 4, 1857
	52 years, 101 days
	4,601 days

(12 years, 218 days)
	Oct 8, 1869
	64 years, 319 days

(23,695 days)



	15
	Buchanan, JamesJames Buchanan
	Apr 23, 1791
	Mar 4, 1857
	65 years, 315 days
	Mar 4, 1861
	69 years, 315 days
	2,646 days

(7 years, 89 days)
	Jun 1, 1868
	77 years, 39 days

(28,163 days)



	16
	Lincoln, AbrahamAbraham Lincoln
	Feb 12, 1809
	Mar 4, 1861
	52 years, 20 days
	Apr 15, 1865[b]
	56 years, 62 days
	0 days
	Apr 15, 1865
	56 years, 62 days

(20,516 days)



	17
	Johnson, AndrewAndrew Johnson
	Dec 29, 1808
	Apr 15, 1865
	56 years, 107 days
	Mar 4, 1869
	60 years, 65 days
	2,340 days

(6 years, 149 days)
	Jul 31, 1875
	66 years, 214 days

(24,320 days)



	18
	Grant, Ulysses S.Ulysses S. Grant
	Apr 27, 1822
	Mar 4, 1869
	46 years, 311 days
	Mar 4, 1877
	54 years, 311 days
	3,063 days

(8 years, 141 days)
	Jul 23, 1885
	63 years, 87 days

(23,098 days)



	19
	Hayes, Rutherford B.Rutherford B. Hayes
	Oct 4, 1822
	Mar 4, 1877
	54 years, 151 days
	Mar 4, 1881
	58 years, 151 days
	4,337 days

(11 years, 319 days)
	Jan 17, 1893
	70 years, 105 days

(25,673 days)



	20
	Garfield, James A.James A. Garfield
	Nov 19, 1831
	Mar 4, 1881
	49 years, 105 days
	Sep 19, 1881[b]
	49 years, 304 days
	0 days
	Sep 19, 1881
	49 years, 304 days

(18,202 days)



	21
	Arthur, Chester A.Chester A. Arthur
	Oct 5, 1829
	Sep 19, 1881
	51 years, 349 days
	Mar 4, 1885
	55 years, 150 days
	624 days

(1 year, 259 days)
	Nov 18, 1886
	57 years, 44 days

(20,863 days)



	22
	Cleveland, GroverGrover Cleveland
	Mar 18, 1837
	Mar 4, 1885
	47 years, 351 days
	Mar 4, 1889
	51 years, 351 days
	5,590 days[c]

(15 years, 112 days)
	Jun 24, 1908
	71 years, 98 days

(26,030 days)



	23
	Harrison, BenjaminBenjamin Harrison
	Aug 20, 1833
	Mar 4, 1889
	55 years, 196 days
	Mar 4, 1893
	59 years, 196 days
	2,930 days

(8 years, 9 days)
	Mar 13, 1901
	67 years, 205 days

(24,676 days)



	24
	Cleveland, GroverGrover Cleveland
	Mar 18, 1837
	Mar 4, 1893
	55 years, 351 days
	Mar 4, 1897
	59 years, 351 days
	5,590 days[c]

(15 years, 112 days)
	Jun 24, 1908
	71 years, 98 days

(26,030 days)



	25
	McKinley, WilliamWilliam McKinley
	Jan 29, 1843
	Mar 4, 1897
	54 years, 34 days
	Sep 14, 1901[b]
	58 years, 228 days
	0 days
	Sep 14, 1901
	58 years, 228 days

(21,412 days)



	26
	Roosevelt, TheodoreTheodore Roosevelt
	Oct 27, 1858
	Sep 14, 1901
	42 years, 322 days
	Mar 4, 1909
	50 years, 128 days
	3,595 days

(9 years, 308 days)
	Jan 6, 1919
	60 years, 71 days

(21,985 days)



	27
	Taft, William H.William H. Taft
	Sep 15, 1857
	Mar 4, 1909
	51 years, 170 days
	Mar 4, 1913
	55 years, 170 days
	6,213 days

(17 years, 4 days)
	Mar 8, 1930
	72 years, 174 days

(26,471 days)



	28
	Wilson, WoodrowWoodrow Wilson
	Dec 28, 1856
	Mar 4, 1913
	56 years, 66 days
	Mar 4, 1921
	64 years, 66 days
	1,066 days

(2 years, 336 days)
	Feb 3, 1924
	67 years, 37 days

(24,507 days)



	29
	Harding, Warren G.Warren G. Harding
	Nov 2, 1865
	Mar 4, 1921
	55 years, 122 days
	Aug 2, 1923[b]
	57 years, 273 days
	0 days
	Aug 2, 1923
	57 years, 273 days

(21,091 days)



	30
	Coolidge, CalvinCalvin Coolidge
	Jul 4, 1872
	Aug 2, 1923
	51 years, 29 days
	Mar 4, 1929
	56 years, 243 days
	1,403 days

(3 years, 307 days)
	Jan 5, 1933
	60 years, 185 days

(22,099 days)



	31
	Hoover, HerbertHerbert Hoover
	Aug 10, 1874
	Mar 4, 1929
	54 years, 206 days
	Mar 4, 1933
	58 years, 206 days
	11,553 days

(31 years, 230 days)
	Oct 20, 1964
	90 years, 71 days

(32,943 days)



	32
	Roosevelt, Franklin D.Franklin D. Roosevelt
	Jan 30, 1882
	Mar 4, 1933
	51 years, 33 days
	Apr 12, 1945[b]
	63 years, 72 days
	0 days
	Apr 12, 1945
	63 years, 72 days

(23,082 days)



	33
	Truman, Harry S.Harry S. Truman
	May 8, 1884
	Apr 12, 1945
	60 years, 339 days
	Jan 20, 1953
	68 years, 257 days
	7,280 days

(19 years, 341 days)
	Dec 26, 1972
	88 years, 232 days

(32,373 days)



	34
	Eisenhower, Dwight D.Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link]
	Oct 14, 1890
	Jan 20, 1953
	62 years, 98 days
	Jan 20, 1961
	70 years, 98 days
	2,989 days

(8 years, 67 days)
	Mar 28, 1969
	78 years, 165 days

(28,654 days)



	35
	Kennedy, John F.John F. Kennedy
	May 29, 1917
	Jan 20, 1961
	43 years, 236 days
	Nov 22, 1963[b]
	46 years, 177 days
	0 days
	Nov 22, 1963
	46 years, 177 days

(16,978 days)



	36
	Johnson, Lyndon B.Lyndon B. Johnson
	Aug 27, 1908
	Nov 22, 1963
	55 years, 87 days
	Jan 20, 1969
	60 years, 146 days
	1,463 days

(4 years, 2 days)
	Jan 22, 1973
	64 years, 148 days

(23,524 days)



	37
	Nixon, RichardRichard Nixon
	Jan 9, 1913
	Jan 20, 1969
	56 years, 11 days
	Aug 9, 1974[d]
	61 years, 212 days
	7,196 days

(19 years, 256 days)
	Apr 22, 1994
	81 years, 103 days

(29,688 days)



	38
	Ford, GeraldGerald Ford
	Jul 14, 1913
	Aug 9, 1974
	61 years, 26 days
	Jan 20, 1977
	63 years, 190 days
	10,932 days

(29 years, 340 days)
	Dec 26, 2006
	93 years, 165 days

(34,133 days)



	39
	Carter, JimmyJimmy Carter[image: External link]
	Oct 1, 1924
	Jan 20, 1977
	52 years, 111 days
	Jan 20, 1981
	56 years, 111 days
	13,295 days[e]

(36 years, 146 days)
	
	92 years, 257 days
(33,860 days)



	40
	Reagan, RonaldRonald Reagan
	Feb 6, 1911
	Jan 20, 1981
	69 years, 349 days
	Jan 20, 1989
	77 years, 349 days
	5,615 days

(15 years, 137 days)
	Jun 5, 2004
	93 years, 120 days

(34,088 days)



	41
	Bush, George H. W.George H. W. Bush
	Jun 12, 1924
	Jan 20, 1989
	64 years, 222 days
	Jan 20, 1993
	68 years, 222 days
	8,912 days[e]

(24 years, 146 days)
	
	93 years, 3 days
(33,971 days)



	42
	Clinton, BillBill Clinton
	Aug 19, 1946
	Jan 20, 1993
	46 years, 154 days
	Jan 20, 2001
	54 years, 154 days
	5,990 days[e]

(16 years, 146 days)
	
	70 years, 300 days
(25,868 days)



	43
	Bush, George W.George W. Bush
	Jul 6, 1946
	Jan 20, 2001
	54 years, 198 days
	Jan 20, 2009
	62 years, 198 days
	3,068 days[e]

(8 years, 146 days)
	
	70 years, 344 days
(25,912 days)



	44
	Obama, BarackBarack Obama
	Aug 4, 1961
	Jan 20, 2009
	47 years, 169 days
	Jan 20, 2017
	55 years, 169 days
	146 days[e]
	
	55 years, 315 days
(20,404 days)



	45
	Trump, DonaldDonald Trump
	Jun 14, 1946
	Jan 20, 2017
	70 years, 220 days
	
	
	
	
	71 years, 1 day
(25,934 days)



	#
	President
	Birth date
	Presidency

start date
	Age at

start date
	Presidency

end date
	Age at

end date
	Post-presidency

timespan
	Death date
	Lifespan




Notes



	
^ a b c d Birthdate as changed to New Style[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d e f g h Died in office.


	
^ a b Cleveland was retired for 1,461 days between his two terms (1889–1893), and then another 4,129 days from the end of his 2nd term (1897) until his death (1908).


	
^ Resigned from office.


	
^ a b c d e Ongoing.






Timeline of oldest living presidents

See also: Living Presidents of the United States[image: External link]


Of the 44 persons who have served as president, 24 have become the oldest such individual of their time. Herbert Hoover became the oldest living president (while still president himself) when Calvin Coolidge died in January 1933, and retained this distinction until his death 31 years later. Lyndon B. Johnson became the oldest living president upon the death of Harry S. Truman in December 1972 but held this distinction for only 27 days.

On three occasions the oldest living president lost this distinction not by his death, but by the election of a president who was older. Theodore Roosevelt (born 1858) lost this distinction when William Taft (born 1857) was inaugurated, then four years later Taft lost it when Woodrow Wilson (born 1856) was inaugurated. More recently, Richard Nixon (born 1913) ceased being the oldest living president when Ronald Reagan (born 1911) was inaugurated. Furthermore, although Theodore Roosevelt was the youngest ever to become both the oldest living president (at age 50) and a former president (at age 51), he was the only living president or former president by the end of his term. Consequently, Taft was the oldest living president twice: first during his presidency (having succeeded the younger Roosevelt), and a second time after Wilson (his successor as president but an older man) died. Gerald Ford was the oldest individual to acquire this distinction at the age of 90.

On seven occasions, the oldest living president has acquired this distinction during his term in office. In the cases of John Adams, Ulysses S. Grant, Theodore Roosevelt, Herbert Hoover and Richard Nixon, this happened at the same time as their becoming the only living president; in the cases of Andrew Jackson and Benjamin Harrison, the only other living president at the time was a younger predecessor (John Quincy Adams and Grover Cleveland respectively).



	President
	Became oldest living president
	Ceased to be oldest living president
	Age at

start date
	Age at

end date
	Duration

(years, days)
	Duration (days)



	Washington, GeorgeGeorge Washington
	April 30, 1789
	December 14, 1799
	57 years, 67 days
	67 years, 295 days
	10 years, 228 days
	3,880 days



	Adams, JohnJohn Adams
	December 14, 1799
	July 4, 1826
	64 years, 45 days
	90 years, 247 days
	26 years, 202 days
	9,698 days



	Madison, JamesJames Madison
	July 4, 1826
	June 28, 1836
	75 years, 110 days
	85 years, 104 days
	9 years, 360 days
	3,647 days



	Jackson, AndrewAndrew Jackson
	June 28, 1836
	June 8, 1845
	69 years, 105 days
	78 years, 85 days
	8 years, 345 days
	3,267 days



	Adams, John QuincyJohn Quincy Adams
	June 8, 1845
	February 23, 1848
	77 years, 332 days
	80 years, 227 days
	2 years, 260 days
	990 days



	Van Buren, MartinMartin Van Buren
	February 23, 1848
	July 24, 1862
	65 years, 80 days
	79 years, 231 days
	14 years, 151 days
	5,265 days



	Buchanan, JamesJames Buchanan
	July 24, 1862
	June 1, 1868
	71 years, 92 days
	77 years, 39 days
	5 years, 313 days
	2,139 days



	Fillmore, MillardMillard Fillmore
	June 1, 1868
	March 8, 1874
	68 years, 146 days
	74 years, 60 days
	5 years, 280 days
	2,106 days



	Johnson, AndrewAndrew Johnson
	March 8, 1874
	July 31, 1875
	65 years, 69 days
	66 years, 214 days
	1 year, 145 days
	510 days



	Grant, Ulysses S.Ulysses S. Grant
	July 31, 1875
	July 23, 1885
	53 years, 95 days
	63 years, 87 days
	9 years, 357 days
	3,645 days



	Hayes, Rutherford B.Rutherford B. Hayes
	July 23, 1885
	January 17, 1893
	62 years, 292 days
	70 years, 105 days
	7 years, 178 days
	2,735 days



	Harrison, BenjaminBenjamin Harrison
	January 17, 1893
	March 13, 1901
	59 years, 150 days
	67 years, 205 days
	8 years, 55 days
	2,976 days



	Cleveland, GroverGrover Cleveland
	March 13, 1901
	June 24, 1908
	63 years, 360 days
	71 years, 98 days
	7 years, 103 days
	2,660 days



	Roosevelt, TheodoreTheodore Roosevelt
	June 24, 1908
	March 4, 1909
	49 years, 241 days
	50 years, 128 days
	253 days
	253 days



	Taft, William HowardWilliam Howard Taft
	March 4, 1909
	March 4, 1913
	51 years, 170 days
	55 years, 170 days
	4 years, 0 days
	1,461 days



	Wilson, WoodrowWoodrow Wilson
	March 4, 1913
	February 3, 1924
	56 years, 66 days
	67 years, 37 days
	10 years, 336 days
	3,988 days



	Taft, William HowardWilliam Howard Taft
	February 3, 1924
	March 8, 1930
	66 years, 141 days
	72 years, 174 days
	6 years, 33 days
	2,225 days



	Coolidge, CalvinCalvin Coolidge
	March 8, 1930
	January 5, 1933
	57 years, 247 days
	60 years, 185 days
	2 years, 303 days
	1,034 days



	Hoover, HerbertHerbert Hoover
	January 5, 1933
	October 20, 1964
	58 years, 148 days
	90 years, 71 days
	31 years, 289 days
	11,611 days



	Truman, Harry S.Harry S. Truman
	October 20, 1964
	December 26, 1972
	80 years, 165 days
	88 years, 232 days
	8 years, 67 days
	2,989 days



	Johnson, Lyndon B.Lyndon B. Johnson
	December 26, 1972
	January 22, 1973
	64 years, 121 days
	64 years, 148 days
	27 days
	27 days



	Nixon, RichardRichard Nixon
	January 22, 1973
	January 20, 1981
	60 years, 13 days
	68 years, 11 days
	7 years, 364 days
	2,920 days



	Reagan, RonaldRonald Reagan
	January 20, 1981
	June 5, 2004
	69 years, 349 days
	93 years, 120 days
	23 years, 137 days
	8,537 days



	Ford, GeraldGerald Ford
	June 5, 2004
	December 26, 2006
	90 years, 327 days
	93 years, 165 days
	2 years, 204 days
	934 days



	Bush, George H. W.George H. W. Bush
	December 26, 2006
	Current
	82 years, 197 days
	Current
	10 years, 171 days
	3,824 days



	President
	Became oldest living president
	Ceased to be oldest living president
	Age at

start date
	Age at

end date
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(years, days)
	Duration

(days)




Sources


	Frank Freidel and Hugh S. Sidey, "The Presidents of the United States"[image: External link]. The White House.

	Robert S. Summers, "POTUS: Presidents of the United States"[image: External link]. Internet Public Library[image: External link].





TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Lists of political office-holders by age[image: External link]

	Lists relating to the United States presidency[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 15 June 2017, at 14:53.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article List of Presidents of the United States by Age: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Presidents_of_the_United_States_by_age [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=List_of_Presidents_of_the_United_States_by_age [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 List of presidents by net worth

	2 See also

	3 Notes

	4 References





List of Presidents of the United States by net Worth






The peak wealth of Presidents of the United States has varied considerably. Debt and depreciation often meant that Presidents often had a negative net worth at the time of their deaths.[1]

Most U.S. presidents before 1845 were extremely wealthy[image: External link], including Andrew Jackson, who was born into poverty[image: External link],[2] and George Washington. Many of these early presidents were landowners[image: External link], and some of them owned plantations[image: External link], including their own slaves[image: External link].[3][4]

Presidents since 1929 (when Herbert Hoover took office) have generally been wealthier than before; all except Harry Truman[image: External link] were millionaires. These presidents have often received income from autobiographies[image: External link] and other writing;[5] other than John F. Kennedy (who died in office in 1963[image: External link]), all presidents beginning with Calvin Coolidge have written autobiographies[image: External link]. In addition, many presidents received considerable income from public speaking after retirement, such as Bill Clinton.[6][7]

The richest president in U.S. history is current President Donald Trump, who is the first billionaire president.[8][9] The exact extent of Trump's net worth, however, is unknown, due to the Trump Organization[image: External link] being privately-held.[8][9] Trump is also wealthier than all former U.S. presidents combined.[10][11]

The figures in the table below are all from 24/7 Wall St.'s 2016 valuation of each president's peak net worth, which can be after they left office.[12] To allow direct comparison, all of the figures have been adjusted for inflation to 2016 dollars.

List of presidents by net worth



	Name
	Net worth (in millions of 2016 U.S. dollars)[13][12]
	Political party[13]
	Years in office
	Lifespan



	Trump, DonaldDonald Trump
	3,500[nb 1][14][15]
	Republican[image: External link]
	2017–present
	born 1946



	Kennedy, John F.John F. Kennedy
	1,000[nb 2][13]
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1961–1963
	1917–1963



	Washington, GeorgeGeorge Washington
	580
	None
	1789–1797
	1732–1799



	Jefferson, ThomasThomas Jefferson
	234
	Democratic-Republican[image: External link]
	1801–1809
	1743–1826



	Roosevelt, TheodoreTheodore Roosevelt
	138
	Republican[image: External link]
	1901–1909
	1858–1919



	Jackson, AndrewAndrew Jackson
	131
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1829–1837
	1767–1845



	Madison, JamesJames Madison
	112
	Democratic-Republican[image: External link]
	1809–1817
	1751–1836



	Johnson, Lyndon B.Lyndon B. Johnson
	108
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1963–1969
	1908–1973



	Hoover, HerbertHerbert Hoover
	82
	Republican[image: External link]
	1929–1933
	1874–1964



	Clinton, BillBill Clinton
	75
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1993–2001
	born 1946



	Roosevelt, Franklin D.Franklin D. Roosevelt
	66
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1933–1945
	1882–1945



	Tyler, JohnJohn Tyler
	57
	Whig[image: External link]
	1841–1845
	1790–1862



	Bush, George W.George W. Bush
	39
	Republican[image: External link]
	2001–2009
	born 1946



	Monroe, JamesJames Monroe
	30
	Democratic-Republican[image: External link]
	1817–1825
	1758–1831



	Buren, Martin VanMartin Van Buren
	29
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1837–1841
	1782–1862



	Cleveland, GroverGrover Cleveland
	28
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1885–1889

1893–1897
	1837–1908



	Bush, George H. W.George H. W. Bush
	26
	Republican[image: External link]
	1989–1993
	born 1924



	Adams, John QuincyJohn Quincy Adams
	23
	Democratic-Republican[image: External link]
	1825–1829
	1767–1848



	Adams, JohnJohn Adams
	21
	Federalist[image: External link]
	1797–1801
	1735–1826



	Nixon, RichardRichard Nixon
	17
	Republican[image: External link]
	1969–1974
	1913–1994



	Reagan, RonaldRonald Reagan
	14
	Republican[image: External link]
	1981–1989
	1911–2004



	Polk, James K.James K. Polk
	11
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1845–1849
	1795–1849



	Eisenhower, DwightDwight Eisenhower[image: External link]
	9
	Republican[image: External link]
	1953–1961
	1890–1969



	Obama, BarackBarack Obama
	9
	Democratic[image: External link]
	2009–2017
	born 1961



	Ford, GeraldGerald Ford
	8
	Republican[image: External link]
	1974–1977
	1913–2006



	Carter, JimmyJimmy Carter[image: External link]
	8
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1977–1981
	born 1924



	Taylor, ZacharyZachary Taylor
	7
	Whig[image: External link]
	1849–1850
	1784–1850



	Harrison, William HenryWilliam Henry Harrison
	6
	Whig[image: External link]
	1841–1841
	1773–1841



	Harrison, BenjaminBenjamin Harrison
	6
	Republican[image: External link]
	1889–1893
	1833–1901



	Fillmore, MillardMillard Fillmore
	4
	Whig[image: External link]
	1850–1853
	1800–1874



	Hayes, Rutherford B.Rutherford B. Hayes
	3
	Republican[image: External link]
	1877–1881
	1822–1893



	Taft, William HowardWilliam Howard Taft
	3
	Republican[image: External link]
	1909–1913
	1857–1930



	Pierce, FranklinFranklin Pierce
	2
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1853–1857
	1804–1869



	McKinley, WilliamWilliam McKinley
	1
	Republican[image: External link]
	1897–1901
	1843–1901



	Harding, Warren G.Warren G. Harding
	1
	Republican[image: External link]
	1921–1923
	1865–1923



	Buchanan, JamesJames Buchanan
	<1
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1857–1861
	1791–1868



	Lincoln, AbrahamAbraham Lincoln
	<1
	National Union[image: External link]/ Republican[image: External link]
	1861–1865
	1809–1865



	Johnson, AndrewAndrew Johnson
	<1
	National Union[image: External link]/ Democratic[image: External link]
	1865–1869
	1808–1875



	Grant, Ulysses S.Ulysses S. Grant
	<1
	Republican[image: External link]
	1869–1877
	1822–1885



	Garfield, JamesJames Garfield[image: External link]
	<1
	Republican[image: External link]
	1881–1881
	1831–1881



	Arthur, Chester A.Chester A. Arthur
	<1
	Republican[image: External link]
	1881–1885
	1829–1886



	Wilson, WoodrowWoodrow Wilson
	<1
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1913–1921
	1856–1924



	Coolidge, CalvinCalvin Coolidge
	<1
	Republican[image: External link]
	1923–1929
	1872–1933



	Truman, Harry S.Harry S. Truman
	<1
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1945–1953
	1884–1972




See also


	List of richest American politicians



Notes



	
^ While Trump has claimed to have as much as $10 billion, his financial disclosure and campaign statements vary, and Forbes estimates his net worth at $3.7 billion.[12]


	
^ "Although he never inherited his father’s fortune, the Kennedy family estate was worth nearly $1 billion."[12]
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List of Presidents of the United States by previous Experience






Although many paths may lead to the Presidency of the United States[image: External link], the most common job experience, occupation or profession of U.S. presidents has been lawyer.[1] This sortable table enumerates all holders of that office, along with major elective or appointive offices or periods of military service prior to election to the Presidency. The column immediately to the right of the Presidents' names shows the position or office held just before the Presidency. The next column to the right lists the next previous position held, and so on. Note that the total number of previous positions held by an individual may exceed four; the number of columns was limited to what would fit within the page width. The last two columns on the right list the home state (at the time of election to the Presidency) and primary occupation of each future President, prior to beginning a political career.

By the numbers

Of the 44[a] different people who have served as President:

26 Presidents had previously been lawyers

22 Presidents had previous military experience; 9 were Generals in the US Army.[2]

18 Presidents previously served as U.S. Representatives; 6 of 18 held this office prior to the four 'previous positions' shown in this table. Only two - James A. Garfield and Abraham Lincoln - were Representatives immediately before election as President. Only John Quincy Adams served as a U.S. Representative after being President. Additionally, after being president, John Tyler served in the Provisional Confederate Congress[image: External link] and was later elected to the Confederate House of Representatives[image: External link], but he died before taking his seat.[3] Tyler had served as a U.S. Representative prior to becoming president.

17 Presidents previously served as Governors; 16 were State Governers; 9 were Governors immediately before election as President. Only one, William Howard Taft, served as a Territorial Governor.

16 Presidents previously served as U.S. Senators; only 3 immediately before election as President. Only one president, Andrew Johnson, ever served as a U.S. Senator after his presidency.

14 Presidents previously served as Vice-President. All except Nixon were VP immediately before election as President; 9 of the 14 succeeded to the Presidency because of the death or resignation of the elected President; 5 of those 9 were not re-elected.

8 Presidents were out of office (for at least one year) immediately before election as President.

8 Presidents previously served as Cabinet Secretaries; 6 as Secretary of State; 5 of the 8 served immediately before election as President.

7 Presidents had previous experience in foreign service.[4]

7 Presidents came from the state of New York (8 if Grover Cleveland is counted twice),[5] 7 from Ohio and 5 from Virginia; 4 from Massachusetts; 3 each from the states of Tennessee, California, Texas and Illinois. Presidents have come from 9 other states, 18 different states in all.

5 Presidents were close family relations of previous presidents: John Quincy Adams (son of John Adams), Benjamin Harrison (grandson of William Henry Harrison), Zachary Taylor (second cousin of James Madison), Franklin Roosevelt[image: External link] (nephew-in-law and distant cousin of Theodore Roosevelt), and George W. Bush (son of George H. W. Bush).

5 Presidents had never been elected to public office before becoming President: Zachary Taylor, Ulysses S. Grant, Herbert Hoover, Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], and Donald Trump. Hoover had formerly served as Secretary of Commerce[image: External link], an appointed office. Taylor, Grant and Eisenhower had never held political office prior to their presidencies, but they had served as leading American generals in the Mexican-American War[image: External link], American Civil War[image: External link] and World War Two[image: External link], respectively.

1 President had never served in elected public office, the military, or government before becoming president: Donald Trump. Trump was a real estate developer, businessman, and television personality who served as chairman of the Trump Organization[image: External link].

1 President served as Speaker of the House of Representatives, James K. Polk.

1 President served as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, William Howard Taft.

1 President served as President of the United States, Grover Cleveland



	President
	Previous 1
	Previous 2
	Previous 3
	Previous 4
	State[6]
	Occupation



	1
	George Washington
	out of office[7]
	Constitutional Convention[image: External link][8]
	out of office
	military[9]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	planter[image: External link], land surveyor



	2
	John Adams
	Vice-President
	foreign service[10]
	Continental Congress[image: External link]
	State legislator
	Massachusetts[image: External link]
	lawyer



	3
	Thomas Jefferson
	Vice-President
	Secretary of State
	foreign service
	Congressman[image: External link]
	Virginia
	planter[image: External link], lawyer



	4
	James Madison
	Secretary of State
	U.S. Representative[image: External link]
	Constitutional Convention
	State legislator[11]
	Virginia
	planter



	5
	James Monroe
	Secretary of State
	foreign service
	State governor
	U.S. Senator
	Virginia
	lawyer



	6
	John Quincy Adams
	Secretary of State
	foreign service
	U.S. Senator
	State legislator
	Massachusetts
	lawyer



	7
	Andrew Jackson
	out of office
	U.S. Senator
	military
	U.S. Senator
	Tennessee
	lawyer



	8
	Martin Van Buren
	Vice-President
	Secretary of State
	State governor[12]
	U.S. Senator
	New York
	lawyer, political organizer



	9
	William Henry Harrison
	Local government
	foreign service
	U.S. Senator
	State legislator
	Ohio
	military



	10
	John Tyler
	Vice-President[13]
	State legislator
	U.S. Senator
	State governor
	Virginia
	lawyer



	11
	James K. Polk
	out of office
	State governor
	Speaker of the House
	State legislator
	Tennessee
	lawyer



	12
	Zachary Taylor
	military
	----
	----
	----
	Louisiana[image: External link]
	military



	13
	Millard Fillmore
	Vice-President[14]
	State office
	out of office
	U.S. Representative
	New York
	lawyer



	14
	Franklin Pierce
	out of office
	military
	U.S. Senator
	U.S. Representative
	New Hampshire[image: External link]
	lawyer



	15
	James Buchanan
	foreign service
	out of office
	Secretary of State
	U.S. Senator
	Pennsylvania
	lawyer



	16
	Abraham Lincoln
	out of office
	U.S. Representative
	State legislator
	Military
	Illinois[image: External link][15]
	lawyer



	17
	Andrew Johnson
	Vice-President[16]
	military governor[17]
	U.S. Senator
	State governor
	Tennessee
	tailor



	18
	Ulysses S. Grant
	military
	----
	----
	----
	Illinois[18][19]
	military



	19
	Rutherford B. Hayes
	State governor
	out of office
	State governor
	U.S. Representative
	Ohio
	lawyer



	20
	James A. Garfield
	U.S. Representative
	military
	State legislator
	----
	Ohio
	lawyer



	21
	Chester A. Arthur
	Vice-President[20]
	out of office
	Federal office[21]
	out of office
	New York
	lawyer



	22
	Grover Cleveland
	State governor
	Local office[22]
	----
	----
	New York
	lawyer



	23
	Benjamin Harrison
	out of office
	U.S. Senator
	out of office
	military
	Indiana
	lawyer



	24
	Grover Cleveland
	out of office
	President of the U.S.
	State governor
	Local office[22]
	New York
	lawyer



	25
	William McKinley
	State governor
	U.S. Representative
	military
	----
	Ohio
	lawyer



	26
	Theodore Roosevelt
	Vice-President[23]
	State governor
	military
	Federal office[24]
	New York
	military historian



	27
	William Howard Taft
	Secretary of War[image: External link]
	Territorial governor[25]
	judicial[26]
	Federal office[27]
	Ohio
	lawyer



	28
	Woodrow Wilson
	State governor
	----
	----
	----
	New Jersey
	academic



	29
	Warren G. Harding
	U.S. Senator
	out of office
	State legislator
	----
	Ohio
	journalist



	30
	Calvin Coolidge
	Vice President[28]
	State Governor
	State office
	State legislator
	Massachusetts[29]
	lawyer



	31
	Herbert Hoover
	Secretary of Commerce[image: External link]
	out of office[30]
	----
	----
	California[image: External link]
	mining engineer



	32
	Franklin D. Roosevelt
	State governor
	out of office
	Federal office[24]
	State legislator
	New York
	lawyer



	33
	Harry S. Truman
	Vice President[31]
	U.S. Senator
	County commissioner (County court)
	military
	Missouri[image: External link]
	businessperson



	34
	Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link]
	military
	----
	----
	----
	Kansas[image: External link]
	military, University President



	35
	John F. Kennedy
	U.S. Senator
	U.S. Representative
	military
	----
	Massachusetts
	politician



	36
	Lyndon B. Johnson
	Vice-President[32]
	U.S. Senator
	U.S. Representative
	Federal office[33]
	Texas[image: External link]
	teacher



	37
	Richard Nixon
	out of office
	Vice-President
	U.S. Senator
	U.S. Representative
	California
	lawyer



	38
	Gerald Ford
	Vice-President[34]
	U.S. Representative
	military
	----
	Michigan[image: External link][35]
	lawyer



	39
	Jimmy Carter[image: External link]
	out of office
	State governor
	State legislator
	military
	Georgia[image: External link]
	farmer



	40
	Ronald Reagan
	out of office
	State governor
	----
	Military
	California[36]
	actor



	41
	George H. W. Bush
	Vice-President
	out of office
	Federal office[37]
	foreign service
	Texas[38]
	businessperson



	42
	Bill Clinton
	State governor
	State Attorney General
	----
	----
	Arkansas[image: External link]
	lawyer, teacher



	43
	George W. Bush
	State governor
	out of office[39]
	military[40]
	----
	Texas
	businessperson



	44
	Barack Obama
	U.S. Senator
	State Legislator
	----
	----
	Illinois[41]
	lawyer, teacher



	45
	Donald Trump
	----
	----
	----
	----
	New York
	businessman, television producer




See also


	President of the United States

	List of Presidents of the United States by other offices held[image: External link]

	List of current United States governors by previous experience[image: External link]



Notes



	
^ Grover Cleveland was elected to two nonconsecutive terms, and as such is considered the 22nd and 24th President of the United States; only 44 people have served.
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^ Washington was first chosen by the Virginia State Legislature to be a delegate to the Constitutional Convention. Then he was elected by the delegates to be president of the convention.


	
^ Commander-in-chief of the Continental Army[image: External link] during the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]


	
^ This is a general designation for any appointive position representing the United States to a foreign government


	
^ This is a general designation for any elected state legislator


	
^ Van Buren served just over two months of his term as Governor of New York before President Jackson appointed him Secretary of State


	
^ Tyler succeeded President Harrison, who died in office. He was not elected.


	
^ Fillmore succeeded President Taylor, who died in office. He was not elected.


	
^ Lincoln was born in Kentucky, but moved to Indiana, then Illinois[image: External link] at an early age
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United States presidential elections in which the winner lost the popular Vote






There have been five United States presidential elections in which the winner lost the popular vote including the 1824 election[image: External link], which was the first U.S. presidential election where the popular vote[image: External link] was recorded.[1] Losing the popular vote means securing less of the national popular vote than the person who received either a majority[image: External link] or a plurality of the vote.[2] In only four of those five presidential elections did a candidate win the electoral college with less of the national popular vote than his opponent, given that no candidate won the electoral college in 1824.[3]

In the United States presidential election[image: External link] system, instead of the nationwide popular vote determining the outcome of the election, the President of the United States is determined by votes cast by electors of the Electoral College[image: External link]. Alternatively, if no candidate receives an absolute majority[image: External link] of electoral votes, the election is determined by the House of Representatives[image: External link]. These procedures are governed by the Twelfth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link].

When individuals cast ballots in the general election, they are choosing electors and telling them whom they should vote for in the Electoral College. The "national popular vote" is the sum of all the votes cast in the general election, nationwide. The presidential elections of 1876[image: External link], 1888[image: External link], 2000[image: External link], and 2016[image: External link] produced an Electoral College winner who did not receive the most votes in the general election.[4][5][6] In 1824, there were six states in which electors were legislatively appointed, rather than popularly elected, so the true national popular vote is uncertain. When no candidate received a majority of electoral votes in 1824, the election was decided by the House of Representatives. For these two reasons, the 1824 election is distinguishable from the latter four elections, which were held after all states had instituted the popular selection of electors, and in each of which a single candidate won an outright majority of electoral votes, thus becoming president without a contingent election in the House of Representatives.[7] The true national popular vote total was also uncertain in the 1960 election[image: External link], and the plurality winner depends on how votes for Alabama electors[image: External link] are allocated.[8]
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 1824: John Quincy Adams




The 1824 presidential election[image: External link] was the first election in American history in which the popular vote mattered, as 18 states chose presidential electors by popular vote in 1824 (six states still left the choice up to their state legislatures). When the final votes were tallied in those 18 states, Andrew Jackson polled 152,901 popular votes to John Quincy Adams's 114,023; Henry Clay[image: External link] won 47,217, and William H. Crawford[image: External link] won 46,979. The electoral college returns, however, gave Jackson only 99 votes, 32 fewer than he needed for a majority of the total votes cast. Adams won 84 electoral votes followed by 41 for Crawford, and 37 for Clay.[9] All four candidates in the election identified with the Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link].

As no candidate secured the required number of votes (131 total) from the Electoral College, the election was decided by the House of Representatives[image: External link] under the provisions of the Twelfth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link]. Only the top three candidates in the electoral vote were admitted as candidates in this contingent election[image: External link]. Henry Clay, as the candidate with the fewest electoral votes, was eliminated from the deliberation. As Speaker of the House, however, Clay was still the most important player in determining the outcome of the election. The election was held on February 9, 1825, with each state having one vote, as determined by the wishes of the majority of each state's congressional representatives. Adams emerged as the winner with a one-vote margin of victory. Most of Clay's supporters, joined by several old Federalists[image: External link], switched their votes to Adams in enough states to give him the election. Soon after his inauguration as President, Adams appointed Henry Clay as his secretary of state.[9] This result became a source of great bitterness for Jackson and his supporters, who proclaimed the election of Adams a "corrupt bargain[image: External link]," and were inspired to create the Democratic Party[image: External link].[10][11]
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 1876: Rutherford B. Hayes




The 1876 presidential election[image: External link] was one of the most contentious and controversial presidential elections[image: External link] in American history. The result of the election remains among the most disputed ever, although there is no question that Democrat[image: External link] Samuel J. Tilden of New York outpolled Ohio's Republican[image: External link] Rutherford B. Hayes in the popular vote, with Tilden winning 4,288,546 votes and Hayes winning 4,034,311. Tilden was, and remains, the only candidate in American history who lost a presidential election despite receiving a majority (not just a plurality) of the popular vote.[12]

After a first count of votes, Tilden won 184 electoral votes[image: External link] to Hayes' 165, with 20 votes unresolved. These 20 electoral votes were in dispute in four states: in the case of Florida, Louisiana, and South Carolina, each party reported its candidate had won the state, while in Oregon one elector was declared illegal (as an "elected or appointed official") and replaced. The question of who should have been awarded these electoral votes is at the heart of the ongoing debate about the election of 1876.

An informal deal was struck to resolve the dispute: the Compromise of 1877[image: External link], which awarded all 20 electoral votes to Hayes. In return for the Democrats' acquiescence in Hayes' election, the Republicans agreed to withdraw federal troops from the South, ending Reconstruction[image: External link]. The Compromise effectively ceded power in the Southern states to the Democratic Redeemers[image: External link], who went on to pursue their agenda of returning the South to a political economy resembling that of its pre-war condition, including the disenfranchisement of black voters.[13][14]
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 1888: Benjamin Harrison




In the 1888 election[image: External link], Grover Cleveland of New York, the incumbent president and a Democrat, tried to secure a second term against the Republican nominee Benjamin Harrison, a former U.S. Senator from Indiana. The economy was prosperous and the nation was at peace, but Cleveland lost re-election in the Electoral College[image: External link] by a vote of 233 to 168, even though he won a plurality of the popular vote by a narrow margin of 90,596 votes.

Tariff policy[image: External link] was the principal issue in the election. Harrison took the side of industrialists and factory workers who wanted to keep tariffs high, while Cleveland strenuously denounced high tariffs as unfair to consumers. His opposition to Civil War[image: External link] pensions[image: External link] and inflated currency also made enemies among veterans and farmers. On the other hand, he held a strong hand in the South and border states, and appealed to former Republican Mugwumps[image: External link].

Harrison swept almost the entire North and Midwest (losing only Connecticut and New Jersey), and narrowly carried the swing states of New York and Indiana (Harrison's home state) by a margin of 1% or less to achieve a majority of the electoral vote[image: External link]. Unlike the election of 1884, the power of the Tammany Hall[image: External link] political machine in New York City[image: External link] helped deny Cleveland the electoral votes of his home state.[15][16]
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 2000: George W. Bush




The 2000 presidential election[image: External link] pitted Republican candidate George W. Bush (the incumbent governor of Texas[image: External link] and son of former president George H. W. Bush) against Democratic candidate Al Gore (the incumbent Vice President of the United States). Despite Gore receiving 543,895 more votes (0.51% of all votes cast), the Electoral College chose Bush as president by a vote of 271 to 266.[17]

Vice President Gore secured the Democratic nomination with relative ease. Bush was seen as the early favorite for the Republican nomination, and despite a contentious primary battle with Senator John McCain and other candidates, secured the nomination by Super Tuesday[image: External link]. Many third-party candidates also ran, most prominently Ralph Nader. Bush chose former Secretary of Defense[image: External link] Dick Cheney as his running mate, and Gore chose Senator Joe Lieberman as his. Both major-party candidates focused primarily on domestic issues, such as the budget, tax relief, and reforms for federal social-insurance[image: External link] programs, though foreign policy was not ignored.[18]

The result of the election hinged on voting in Florida, where Bush's narrow margin of victory of just 537 votes out of almost 6 million votes cast on election night[image: External link] triggered a mandatory recount. Litigation in select counties started additional recounts, and this litigation ultimately reached the United States Supreme Court. The Court's contentious decision in Bush v. Gore, announced on December 12, 2000, ended the recounts, effectively awarding Florida's votes to Bush and granting him the victory. Later studies have reached conflicting opinions on who would have won the recount had it been allowed to proceed.[19] Nationwide, George Bush received 50,456,002 votes (47.87%) and Gore received 50,999,897 (48.38%).[17]
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 2016: Donald Trump




The 2016 presidential election[image: External link] featured Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton (former U.S. Senator from New York[image: External link], Secretary of State, and First Lady to President Bill Clinton) and Republican nominee Donald Trump, a businessman (owner of the Trump Organization[20][21]) from New York City[image: External link]. Both nominees had turbulent journeys in primary races,[22][23] and were seen unfavorably by the general public.[24] The election saw multiple third party candidates,[25] and there were over a million write-in votes[image: External link] cast.[26]

Most national and swing state polls favored Clinton, who was strongly favored to win by most media outlets.[27] However, Trump exceeded expectations on Election Day, especially in the Rust Belt[image: External link] where he swept the traditionally Democratic states of Michigan[image: External link], Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin by narrow margins.[28] Clinton recorded lop-sided margins in large states such as California[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link] and New York while keeping Texas[image: External link], Arizona[image: External link] and Georgia[image: External link] unusually close for a recent Democratic nominee.[29] Clinton also won safe Democratic medium-sized states such as Maryland[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] with vast margins. Trump also won traditional swing state Florida[image: External link] by a tight margin along with Republican-leaning North Carolina[image: External link], further contributing to the electoral flip of the popular vote. Trump won by a large margin in Indiana, Missouri[image: External link], Ohio and Tennessee with most of Trump's larger wins coming in smaller states.

When the Electoral College[image: External link] cast its votes on December 19, 2016,[30] Trump received 304 votes to Clinton's 227 with seven electors defecting to other choices, the most faithless electors[image: External link] (2 from Trump, 5 from Clinton) in any presidential election in over a hundred years. Clinton had nonetheless received almost three million more votes (65,853,516 to 62,984,825) in the general election[image: External link] than Trump, giving Clinton a popular vote lead of 2.1% over Trump.[29][31]
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 Comparative table of elections






	  Democratic-Republican[image: External link] · DR     Democratic[image: External link] · D     Republican[image: External link] · R



	Election
	Winner and party
	Electoral College
	Popular vote[a]
	Runner-up and party
	Turnout[image: External link][a]



	
	
	Votes
	%
	Votes
	Margin
	%
	Margin
	
	%



	1824[image: External link]
	John Quincy Adams
	
	DR
	84/261
	32.18%
	113,122
	−38,149
	30.92%
	−10.44%
	Andrew Jackson
	
	DR
	26.90%



	1876[image: External link]
	Rutherford B. Hayes
	
	R
	185/369
	50.14%
	4,034,311
	−254,235
	47.92%
	−3.02%
	Samuel J. Tilden
	
	D
	81.80%



	1888[image: External link]
	Benjamin Harrison
	
	R
	233/401
	58.10%
	5,443,892
	−90,596
	47.80%
	−0.79%
	Grover Cleveland
	
	D
	79.30%



	2000[image: External link] [17]
	George W. Bush
	
	R
	271/538
	50.37%
	50,456,002
	−543,895
	47.87%
	−0.51%
	Al Gore
	
	D
	51.20%



	2016[image: External link] [31]
	Donald Trump
	
	R
	304/538
	56.50%
	62,984,825
	−2,868,691
	46.09%
	−2.10%
	Hillary Clinton
	
	D
	55.30%
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 1960 Alabama results ambiguity




Main article: United States presidential election in Alabama, 1960[image: External link]


In the 1960 United States presidential election[image: External link], Democratic candidate John F. Kennedy defeated Republican candidate Richard Nixon. Kennedy is generally considered to have won the popular vote as well, by a narrow margin, but based on the unusual nature of the election in Alabama[image: External link], political journalists John Fund[image: External link] and Sean Trende[image: External link] have argued that Nixon actually won the popular vote.[33][34][35]

Historian and Kennedy associate Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.[image: External link] wrote that, "It is impossible to determine what Kennedy's popular vote in Alabama was" and under one scenario "Nixon would have won the popular vote by 58,000".[36] A third major candidate in the 1960 election was Harry Flood Byrd, Sr.[image: External link] who won 15 electoral votes nationwide that year. According to political scientist Steven Schier[image: External link], "If one divides the Alabama Democratic votes proportionately between the Kennedy and Byrd slates, Nixon ekes out a 50,000 vote popular plurality...."[37][38]
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 See also





	United States' presidential plurality victories[image: External link]

	List of United States presidential elections by Electoral College margin[image: External link]

	List of United States presidential elections by popular vote margin[image: External link]

	Contemporary issues and criticism of the Electoral College[image: External link]

	National Popular Vote Interstate Compact[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ a b Popular vote and voter turnout figures for the 1824 election exclude Delaware[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link], Louisiana[image: External link], New York, South Carolina[image: External link], and Vermont[image: External link]. In all of these states, the electors were chosen by the state legislatures rather than by popular vote.[32]
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Protectionism in the United States






Protectionism in the United States is protectionist economic policy[image: External link] that erected tariff and other barriers to trade with other nations. This policy was most prevalent in the 19th century. It attempted to restrain imports to protect Northern[image: External link] industries. It was opposed by Southern states[image: External link] that wanted free trade to expand cotton and other agricultural exports. Protectionist measures included tariffs and quotas[image: External link] on imported goods, along with subsidies[image: External link] and other means, to ensure fair competition between imported goods and local goods. In today's age the US is still highly protectionist, according to Global Trade Alert the US has adopted over 1000 protectionist measures since the Global Economic Crisis in 2008[image: External link], more than any other country since.[1][2]



TOP
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 History




Main article: Chinese espionage in the United States[image: External link]


According to Michael Lind[image: External link], protectionism was America's de facto[image: External link] policy from the passage of the Tariff of 1816[image: External link] to World War II[image: External link], "switching to free trade only in 1945, when most of its industrial competitors had been wiped out" by the war.[3]

According to Paul Bairoch[image: External link], since the end of the 18th century, the United States has been "the homeland and bastion of modern protectionism". In fact, the United States never adhered to free trade until 1945. A very protectionist policy was adopted as soon as the presidency of George Washington by Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury from 1789 to 1795 and author of the text "Report on the Manufactures, 1792 "which called for customs barriers to allow American industrial development. This text was one of the references of the German economist Friedrich List (1789–1846). This policy remained throughout the 19th century and the overall level of tariffs was very high (close to 50% in 1830). The victory of the protectionist North states against the free trade states of the South at the end of the Civil War (1861–1865) perpetuated this trend, even during periods of free trade in Europe (1860–1880).

In the 19th century, statesmen such as Senator Henry Clay[image: External link] continued Hamilton's themes within the Whig Party[image: External link] under the name "American System[image: External link]."

The fledgling Republican Party[image: External link] led by Abraham Lincoln, who called himself a "Henry Clay tariff Whig", strongly opposed free trade, and implemented a 44-percent tariff during the Civil War[image: External link]—in part to pay for railroad subsidies and for the war effort, and to protect favored industries.[4] William McKinley (later to become President of the United States) stated the stance of the Republican Party (which won every election for President from 1868 until 1912, except the two non-consecutive terms of Grover Cleveland) as thus:


Under free trade the trader is the master and the producer the slave. Protection is but the law of nature, the law of self-preservation, of self-development, of securing the highest and best destiny of the race of man. [It is said] that protection is immoral…. Why, if protection builds up and elevates 63,000,000 [the U.S. population] of people, the influence of those 63,000,000 of people elevates the rest of the world. We cannot take a step in the pathway of progress without benefitting mankind everywhere. Well, they say, 'Buy where you can buy the cheapest'…. Of course, that applies to labor as to everything else. Let me give you a maxim that is a thousand times better than that, and it is the protection maxim: 'Buy where you can pay the easiest.' And that spot of earth is where labor wins its highest rewards.[5]
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 Southern states




Historically, slave-holding states had little perceived need for mechanization[image: External link] because of the low cost of manual labor[image: External link]. They supplied raw cotton[image: External link] to Britain, which supported free trade.
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 Northern states




Northern states sought to develop manufacturing industries and sought protections to allow nascent Northern manufacturers[image: External link] to compete with their more sophisticated British competitors. Beginning with the "Report on Manufactures[image: External link]", by the first US Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link], Alexander Hamilton[image: External link], the United States became the leading nation opposed to free trade. The report advocated measures to help protect infant industries, including bounties ( subsidies[image: External link]) derived in part from those tariffs. Hamilton explained that despite an initial “increase of price” caused by regulations that control foreign competition, once a “domestic manufacture has attained to perfection… it invariably becomes cheaper.” Throughout the 19th century, leading US politicians[image: External link], including Senator Henry Clay[image: External link], supported Hamilton's approach within the Whig Party[image: External link] under the name "American System."[image: External link]

The opposed Southern Democratic Party[image: External link] contested elections throughout the 1830s, 1840s and 1850s in part over the issue of protection of industry. However, Southern Democrats were never as strong in the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link] as the more populous North. The Northern Whigs achieved higher protective tariffs over the South's bitter resistance. One Southern state precipitated what came to be called the nullification crisis[image: External link], over the issue of tariffs, arguing that states had the right to ignore federal laws.

Mostly over the issue of abolition[image: External link] and other scandals, the Whigs collapsed, leaving a void which the fledgling Republican Party[image: External link], led by Abraham Lincoln filled. Lincoln, who called himself a "Henry Clay tariff Whig", strongly opposed free trade. He implemented a 44% tariff during the American Civil War[image: External link] in part to pay for the building of the Union Pacific Railroad[image: External link], the war effort and to protect American industry.[6]

By President Lincoln's term, the northern manufacturing states had ten times the GDP[image: External link] of the South. With this advantage, the North was able to starve the South of weapons through a near total blockade, while supplying its own army with everything from heavy artillery[image: External link] to Henry repeating rifles[image: External link].

With the Northern victory, Republican dominance was assured. Republicans continued to dominate American politics until the early 20th century.

President Ulysses S. Grant stated:


For centuries England has relied on protection, has carried it to extremes and has obtained satisfactory results from it. There is no doubt that it is to this system that it owes its present strength. After two centuries, England has found it convenient to adopt free trade because it thinks that protection can no longer offer it anything. Very well then, Gentlemen, my knowledge of our country leads me to believe that within 200 years, when America has gotten out of protection all that it can offer, it too will adopt free trade.[7]



President William McKinley stated the United States' stance under the Republican Party as:


Under free trade the trader is the master and the producer the slave. Protection is but the law of nature, the law of self-preservation, of self-development, of securing the highest and best destiny of the race of man. [It is said] that protection is immoral.... Why, if protection builds up and elevates 63,000,000 [the U.S. population] of people, the influence of those 63,000,000 of people elevates the rest of the world. We cannot take a step in the pathway of progress without benefiting mankind everywhere. Well, they say, 'Buy where you can buy the cheapest'.... Of course, that applies to labor as to everything else. Let me give you a maxim that is a thousand times better than that, and it is the protection maxim: 'Buy where you can pay the easiest.' And that spot of earth is where labor wins its highest rewards.[8]



Southern Democrats[image: External link] gradually rebuilt their party and allied themselves with Northern Progressives[image: External link]. They had many differences, but both opposed the corporate trusts that had emerged. This marriage of convenience to face a common enemy reinvigorated the Democratic Party, catapulting them to power.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Support among American politicians




From 1871 to 1913, “the average U.S. tariff on dutiable imports never fell below 38 percent [and] gross national product (GNP) grew 4.3 percent annually, twice the pace in free trade Britain and well above the U.S. average in the 20th century,” notes[image: External link] Alfred Eckes Jr., chairman of the U.S. International Trade Commission under President Reagan.

In 1896, the GOP platform pledged[image: External link] to “renew and emphasize our allegiance to the policy of protection, as the bulwark of American industrial independence, and the foundation of development and prosperity. This true American policy taxes foreign products and encourages home industry. It puts the burden of revenue on foreign goods; it secures the American market for the American producer. It upholds the American standard of wages for the American workingman.”
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 George Washington




"I use no porter or cheese in my family, but such as is made in America,” the inaugural President George Washington wrote[image: External link], boasting that these domestic products are “of an excellent quality.”

One of the first acts of Congress Washington signed was a tariff among whose stated purpose was “the encouragement and protection of manufactures.”

In his 1790 State of the Union Address[image: External link], Washington justified his tariff policy for national security reasons:


A free people ought not only to be armed, but disciplined; to which end a uniform and well-digested plan is requisite; and their safety and interest require that they should promote such manufactories as tend to render them independent of others for essential, particularly military, supplies[9]
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 Thomas Jefferson




In 1816, President Thomas Jefferson said[image: External link], “manufactures are now as necessary to our independence as to our comfort… keep pace with me in purchasing nothing foreign where an equivalent of domestic fabric can be obtained, without regard to difference of price.”

As Jefferson wrote[image: External link] in explaining why his views had evolved to favor more protectionist policies: “In so complicated a science as political economy, no one axiom can be laid down as wise and expedient for all times and circumstances, and for their contraries.”

After the War of 1812[image: External link], Jefferson's position began to resemble that of Washington, some level of protection was necessary to secure the nation's political independence:


experience has taught me that manufactures are now as necessary to our independence as to our comfort: and if those who quote me as of a different opinion will keep pace with me in purchasing nothing foreign where an equivalent of domestic fabric can be obtained, without regard to difference of price[10]
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 Henry Clay




In 1832, then the United States Senator from Kentucky, Henry Clay said about his disdain for “free traders” [1][image: External link] that "it is not free trade that they are recommending to our acceptance. It is in effect, the British colonial system that we are invited to adopt; and, if their policy prevail, it will lead substantially to the re-colonization of these States, under the commercial dominion of Great Britain.”

Clay said:


When gentlemen have succeeded in their design of an immediate or gradual destruction of the American System, what is their substitute? Free trade! Free trade! The call for free trade is as unavailing as the cry of a spoiled child, in its nurse’s arms, for the moon, or the stars that glitter in the firmament of heaven. It never has existed; it never will exist. Trade implies, at least two parties. To be free, it should be fair, equal and reciprocal.



Clay explained that “equal and reciprocal” free trade “never has existed; [and] it never will exist.” He warned against practicing “romantic trade philanthropy… which invokes us to continue to purchase the produce of foreign industry, without regard to the state or prosperity of our own.” Clay made clear[image: External link] that he was “utterly and irreconcilably opposed” to trade which would “throw wide open our ports to foreign productions” without reciprocation.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Andrew Jackson




Henry Clay’s longtime rival and political opponent, President Andrew Jackson, in explaining his support for a tariff, wrote:


We have been too long subject to the policy of the British merchants. It is time we should become a little more Americanized, and, instead of feeding the paupers and laborers of Europe, feed our own, or else, in a short time, by continuing our present policy, we shall all be paupers ourselves.
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 James Monroe




In 1822, President James Monroe observed[image: External link] that “whatever may be the abstract doctrine in favor of unrestricted commerce,” the conditions necessary for its success—reciprocity and international peace—“has never occurred and can not be expected.” Monroe said, “strong reasons… impose on us the obligation to cherish and sustain our manufactures.”
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 Abraham Lincoln




President Abraham Lincoln declared, “Give us a protective tariff and we will have the greatest nation on earth.” Lincoln warned that “the abandonment of the protective policy by the American Government… must produce want and ruin among our people.”

Lincoln similarly said[image: External link] that, “if a duty amount to full protection be levied upon an article” that could be produced domestically, “at no distant day, in consequence of such duty,” the domestic article “will be sold to our people cheaper than before.”

Additionally, Lincoln argued that based on economies of scale, any temporary increase in costs resulting from a tariff would eventually decrease as the domestic manufacturer produced more.

Lincoln did not see a tariff as a tax on low-income Americans because it would only burden the consumer[image: External link] according to the amount the consumer consumed By the tariff system, the whole revenue is paid by the consumers of foreign goods… the burthen of revenue falls almost entirely on the wealthy and luxurious few, while the substantial and laboring many who live at home, and upon home products, go entirely free.

Lincoln argued that a tariff system was less intrusive than domestic taxation: The tariff is the cheaper system, because the duties, being collected in large parcels at a few commercial points, will require comparatively few officers in their collection; while by the direct tax system, the land must be literally covered with assessors and collectors, going forth like swarms of Egyptian locusts, devouring every blade of grass and other green thing.[11]
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 William McKinley




President William McKinley supported tariffs:


Under free trade, the trader is the master and the producer the slave. Protection is but the law of nature, the law of self-preservation, of self-development, of securing the highest and best destiny of the race of man[12]




[Free trade] destroys the dignity and independence of American labor… It will take away from the people of this country who work for a living—and the majority of them live by the sweat of their faces—it will take from them heart and home and hope. It will be self-destruction.[13]



He also rejected[image: External link] the “cheaper is better” argument outright:


They [free traders] say, ‘Buy where you can buy the cheapest.’ That is one of their maxims… Of course, that applies to labor as to everything else. Let me give you a maxim that is a thousand times better than that, and it is the protection maxim: ‘Buy where you can pay the easiest.’ And that spot of earth is where labor wins its highest rewards.




They say, if you had not the Protective Tariff things would be a little cheaper. Well, whether a thing is cheap or whether it is dear depends on what we can earn by our daily labor. Free trade cheapens the product by cheapening the producer. Protection cheapens the product by elevating the producer.




The protective tariff policy of the Republicans… has made the lives of the masses of our countrymen sweeter and brighter, and has entered the homes of America carrying comfort and cheer and courage. It gives a premium to human energy, and awakens the noblest aspiration in the breasts of men. Our own experience shows that it is the best for our citizenship and our civilization and that it opens up a higher and better destiny for our people.[14]
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 Theodore Roosevelt




President Theodore Roosevelt believed that America's economic growth was due to the protective tariffs, which helped her industrialize. He acknowledged this in his State of the Union address from 1902:


The country has acquiesced in the wisdom of the protective-tariff principle. It is exceedingly undesirable that this system should be destroyed or that there should be violent and radical changes therein. Our past experience shows that great prosperity in this country has always come under a protective tariff.[15]
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 Donald Trump




Commentators and news outlets have largely called President Donald Trump's economic policies protectionist and generally opposed to free trade.[16][17][18] In his first address to a joint session of Congress, Trump said:


Currently, when we ship products out of America, many other countries make us pay very high tariffs and taxes. But when foreign companies ship their products into America, we charge them nothing, or almost nothing... I believe strongly in free trade but it also has to be fair trade.[19]
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 Financial globalization and sociological consequences in U.S.




In The Revolt of the Elites and the Betrayal of Democracy, Christopher Lasch[image: External link] analyzes[20] the widening gap between the top and bottom of the social composition in the United States. For him, our epoch is determined by an social phenomenon: the revolt of the elites. In reference to The revolt of the masses (1929) of the Spanish philosopher José Ortega y Gasset, Christopher Lasch concludes : "In the past, it was the "revolt of the masses" that was seen as the threat to the social order [...]. Today, however, the main threat seems to come from those at the top of the social hierarchy and not from the masses." According to Lasch, the new elites, ie those who are in the top 20% in terms of income, through to globalization, which allows total mobility of capital, no longer live in the same world as their fellow-citizens. In this, they oppose the old bourgeoisie of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, which was constrained by its spatial stability to a minimum of rooting and civic obligations.

Globalization, according to the sociologist, has turned elites into tourists in their own countries. The de-nationalisation of business enterprise tends to produce a class who see themselves as "world citizens, but without accepting ... any of the obligations that citizenship in a polity normally implies". Their ties to an international culture of work and leisure - of business, entertainment, information - make many of them deeply indifferent to the prospect of American national decline. Instead of financing public services, new elites are investing their money in improving their voluntary ghettos. They are happy to pay for private schools in their residential neighborhoods, for a private police, and for garbage collection systems; "they have succeeded, to a remarkable degree, in relieving themselves of the obligation to contribute to the public treasury". They have "withdrawn from common life and no longer want to pay for what they have stopped using".

Composed of those who control the international flows of capital and information, who preside over philanthropic foundations and institutions of higher education, manage the instruments of cultural production and thus fix the terms of public debate. This new class is distinguished by investment in education and information. He explains that the growing isolation of the elites means among other things that political ideologies lose all contact with the concerns of the ordinary citizen.

The consequence is that the political debate is limited mainly to the dominant classes. However, the latter remain protected from the new problems affecting the working classes. They have lost all contact with the people. The latter saw the decline of industrial activity and the resulting loss of employment; the decline of the middle class; increasing the number of the poor; the rising crime rate; growing drug trafficking; The urban crisis . The result of this split from the top of the scale is that no one has a likely solution to these inextricable problems and that there are furious ideological battles on related issues. At the same time, “middle Americans, as they appear to the makers of educated opinion, are hopelessly shabby, unfashionable, and provincial, ill informed about changes in taste or intellectual trends, addicted to trashy novels of romance and adventure, and stupefied by prolonged exposure to television”.
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American Nationalism






Not to be confused with American patriotism[image: External link].

American nationalism or United States nationalism is a form of nationalism[image: External link] found in the United States of the North American landmass[image: External link].[3]

American scholars such as Hans Kohn[image: External link] have claimed that the United States government institutionalized a civic nationalism[image: External link] based on legal and rational concepts of citizenship, and based on a common language and cultural traditions, rather than ethnic nationalism.[3] The founders of the United States founded the country upon classical liberal individualist principles rather than ethnic nationalist principles.[3] American nationalism since World War I[image: External link] and particularly since the 1960s has largely been based upon the civic nationalist culture of the country's founders.[4]
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Main article: History of the United States[image: External link]


The United States traces its origins to the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] founded by Britain in the 17th and early 18th century. Residents identified with Britain until the mid-18th century when the first sense of being "American" emerged. The Albany Plan[image: External link] proposed a union between the colonies in 1754. Although unsuccessful, it served as a reference for future discussions of independence.

Soon afterward, the colonies faced several common grievances[image: External link] over acts passed by the British parliament[image: External link], including taxation without representation[image: External link]. Americans were in general agreement that only their own colonial legislatures—and not Parliament in London—could pass taxes. Parliament vigorously insisted otherwise and no compromise was found. The London government punished Boston for the Boston Tea Party[image: External link] and the 13 colonies united and formed the Continental Congress[image: External link], which lasted from 1774 to 1789. Fighting broke out in 1775 and the sentiment swung to independence in early 1776, influenced especially by the appeal to American nationalism by Thomas Paine[image: External link]. His pamphlet Common Sense[image: External link] was a runaway best seller in 1776.[5] Congress unanimously issued a Declaration of Independence[image: External link] announcing a new nation had formed, the United States of America. The American patriots won the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] and received generous peace terms from Britain in 1783. The minority of Loyalists (loyal to King George III) could remain or leave; about 80% remained and became full American citizens.[6] Frequent parades along with new rituals and ceremonies—and a new flag—provided popular occasions for expressing a spirit of American nationalism.[7]

The new nation operated under the very weak national government set up by the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], and most Americans put loyalty to their state ahead of loyalty to the nation. Nationalists, led by George Washington, Alexander Hamilton and James Madison had Congress call a constitutional convention in 1787. It produced the Constitution for a strong national government which was debated in every state and unanimously adopted. It went into effect in 1789 with Washington as the first president.[8]

In an 1858 speech, future U.S. president Abraham Lincoln alluded to a form of American civic nationalism originating from the tenets of the Declaration of Independence as a force for national unity in the U.S., stating that it was a method for uniting diverse peoples of different ethnic ancestries into a common nationality:


If they look back through this history to trace their connection with those days by blood, they find they have none, they cannot carry themselves back into that glorious epoch and make themselves feel that they are part of us, but when they look through that old Declaration of Independence they find that those old men say that "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal", and then they feel that moral sentiment taught in that day evidences their relation to those men, that it is the father of all moral principle in them, and that they have a right to claim it as though they were blood of the blood, and flesh of the flesh of the men who wrote the Declaration, and so they are. That is the electric cord in that Declaration that links the hearts of patriotic and liberty-loving men together, that will link those patriotic hearts as long as the love of freedom exists in the minds of men throughout the world.

— Abraham Lincoln, address to Chicagoan voters, (July 10, 1858), Chicago, Illinois.[9]
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White Southerners increasingly felt alienated—they saw themselves as becoming second-class citizens as aggressive anti-slavery Northerners tried to end their ability to take slave property to the fast-growing western territories. They questioned whether their loyalty to the nation trumped their loyalty to their state and their way of life, since it was so intimately bound up with slavery, whether they owned any slaves or not. A sense of Southern nationalism was starting to emerge, though it was inchoate as late as 1860 when the election of Lincoln was a signal for most of the slave states in the South to secede and form their own new nation.[10] The Confederate government insisted the nationalism was real and imposed increasing burdens on the population in the name of independence and nationalism. The fierce combat record of the Confederates demonstrates their commitment to the death for independence. The government and army refused to compromise and were militarily overwhelmed in 1865.[11] By the 1890s the white South felt vindicated through its belief in the newly constructed memory of the "Lost Cause of the Confederacy[image: External link]". The North came to accept or at least tolerate racial segregation and disfranchisement of black voters in the South. The spirit of American nationalism had returned to Dixie.[12]

The North's triumph in the Civil War marked a significant transition in American national identity. The ratification of the Fourteenth[image: External link] amendment settled the basic question of national identity, such as the criteria for becoming a citizen of the United States. Everyone born in the territorial boundaries of the United States or those areas and subject to its jurisdiction was an American citizen, regardless of ethnicity or social status. (Indians on reservations became citizens in 1924. Indians off reservations had always been citizens.) [13]

With a very fast growing industrial economy, immigrants were welcome from Europe, Canada Mexico and Cuba, and millions came. Becoming a full citizen was an easy process of filling out paperwork over a five year span.[14]

However, new Asian arrivals were not welcome. Restrictions were imposed on most Chinese immigrants in the 1880s, and informal restrictions on most Japanese in 1907; by 1924 it was difficult for any Asian to enter the U.S., but children born in the U.S. to Asian parents were full citizens. The restrictions were ended on the Chinese in the 1940s and on other Asians in 1965.[15]
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Nationalism and Americanism[image: External link] remain topics in the modern United States. Political scientist Paul McCartney, for instance, argues that as a nation defined by a creed and sense of mission, Americans tend to equate their interests with those of humanity, which in turn informs their global posture.[16]

The September 11 attacks[image: External link] of 2001 led to a wave of nationalist expression in the United States. This was accompanied by a rise in military enlistment that included not only lower-income Americans, but also middle-class and upper-class citizens.[17]
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Trump Family






This article is about the ancestral history of the Trump family as a whole. For the immediate family of Donald Trump, see Family of Donald Trump.



	Trump



	
From left to right: Frederick Trump, Elizabeth Christ Trump, Fred Trump, Mary Anne MacLeod Trump, Donald Trump and Melania Trump






	Place of origin
	
Kallstadt, Germany[image: External link]




	Connected families
	
Heinz[image: External link], Christ, Knauss, Kushner, Yunaska, Haydon




	Name origin and meaning
	A German word for drum[image: External link]





The Trump family ( German[image: External link]: [ˈtʁʊmp][image: External link]; Palatine German[image: External link] [ˈdrʊmpʰ];[1] American English[image: External link]: /'tr^mp /[image: External link]) is a German[image: External link] and German-American[image: External link] family, descended from Johann Philipp Trump, a native of the village of Kallstadt, now in Rhineland-Palatinate[image: External link], Germany[image: External link].

Several family members moved to the United States in the 19th century, among them Johann Heinrich Heinz, a son of Charlotte Louisa Trump, who became the father of Henry J. Heinz[image: External link], the founder of the Heinz[image: External link] company. A prominent branch of the family is the family of Donald Trump, descended from Friedrich (Frederick) Trump (1869–1918) and Elisabeth Trump née Christ (1880–1966), both natives of Kallstadt. The Trump family have been prominent in the fields of real estate, entertainment, business, and politics. Its most famous member is President of the United States Donald Trump. Other prominent family members are the real estate developer Fred Trump, the noted physicist and inventor John G. Trump and the federal judge Maryanne Trump Barry.

The surname Trump[image: External link] is found throughout Germany. It is recorded as the name of this family in Kallstadt since the 17th century. Many family members were winegrowers and distinguished members of the local community there. Family members also still live in the family's ancestral region in southwestern Germany.[2]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




Further information: Trump (surname)[image: External link]


Trump[image: External link] is a German surname derived from a word for "drum".[3] The name is on record in Kallstadt from the 17th century, and has been spelled in many different ways, including Drumpf, Drumpff, Drumpft, Drumb, Tromb, Tromp, Trum, Trumpff, Dromb and Trump.[4] In the Palatine dialect[image: External link] of the area the name Trump is, regardless of spelling, pronounced [ˈdrʊmpʰ] ("droomp").[1]

The family originates in Kallstadt in modern Rhineland-Palatinate[image: External link], Germany[image: External link]. The first known person by the surname in Kallstadt, a lawyer called Hanns Drumpf, settled there in 1608.

Johan Philip Trump had established himself as a winegrower in Kallstadt by the late 17th century. Many of his descendants also were winegrowers and distinguished members of the local community of Kallstadt.[5] Kallstadt is an acknowledged tourist destination and famous for being a Edelweinort, a place of noble wines and the related gastronomy.[6] The organ builder Johann Michael Hartung[image: External link] (1708–1763) and his son Johann Philipp Hartung lived as well in Kallstadt. Elizabeth Christ Trump was related to the Hartungs. Charlotte Louisa Trump (1789–1833) married Johann Georg Heinz, and their son Johann Heinrich (John Henry) Heinz (1811–1891) emigrated from Kallstadt to the United States in 1840 and was the father of Henry J. Heinz[image: External link] (1844–1919), the founder of the Heinz[image: External link] company.

Stories about famous emigrants are common in the region, where many people have relations abroad.[7] In 2015, filmmaker Simone Wendel, herself from Kallstadt (and remotely related to Trump) produced a documentary called Kings of Kallstadt.[8][9] The film deals with the ongoing relationship between the local inhabitants and their prominent relatives, both the Heinz and Trump business families in the USA. Wendel interviewed Trump in New York and showed a Kallstadt delegation at the Steuben Day[image: External link] parade. Trump prolonged the interview over the preset time and promised to visit Kallstadt.[9]
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In 1885, Friedrich Trump[image: External link] emigrated from Kallstadt to the United States at age 16. He anglicized[image: External link] his name to Frederick in 1892 when he became a U.S. citizen.[10] During the Alaska Gold Rush, he amassed a fortune by opening restaurants and hotels for gold seekers[image: External link] on their way to the region. After his death, his fortune was passed on to his wife and son. Frederick Trump was a second cousin of Henry J. Heinz[image: External link], founder of H. J. Heinz Company[image: External link]. In 1902 he married Elisabeth Christ, who was born in 1880 and who died on June 6, 1966. She moved to the United States with him. Like her husband, she was a native of Kallstadt, born as the daughter of Philipp and Marie Christ. Philipp Christ was descended from Johannes Christ (1626–1688/9) of Flörsheim[image: External link], Hesse[image: External link].[11] Elizabeth Christ Trump was a descendant of organ builder[image: External link] Johann Michael Hartung[image: External link] (1708–1763) through her paternal grandmother Sabina Christ.[11] Friedrich Trump was the father of Elizabeth (Elisabeth) Trump (1904–1961), real estate developer Fred Trump (1905–1999) and physicist and inventor John G. Trump (1907–1985).

Fred Trump (1905–1999), born in New York, was one of the biggest real estate developers in New York City[image: External link].[10][12] Using his fathers's heritance, Fred Trump and his mother Elizabeth founded Elizabeth Trump & Son. Donald Trump later renamed it The Trump Organization and served as its chairman and president until assuming the office of U.S. President.[13] Fred Trump married Mary MacLeod[image: External link] (1912–2000), a native of Tong, a small village near Stornoway[image: External link], in the Western Isles of Scotland. She was the daughter of fisherman Malcolm Macleod and Mary Macleod (née Smith).[14] At age 17, she immigrated to the United States and started working as a maid in New York[image: External link].[15] Fred and Mary met in New York and married in 1936, settling together in Queens[image: External link]. Mary became a U.S. citizen in 1942.[15][16][17][18] Fred Trump was the father of the businessman Donald Trump. Donald Trump has said that he is "proud" of his German heritage, having served as grand marshal[image: External link] of the 1999 German-American Steuben Parade[image: External link] in New York City.[17][18] While walking through the city and seeing Trump Tower, Donald Trump recalled saying: "This is a long way from Kallstadt."[19]

John G. Trump married Elora Sauerbrun (1913–1983), and they were the parents of John Gordon Trump (1938–2012).[20]

The 2016 media interest about Kallstadt started in the middle of the night after the announcement of Trump's election. The local reaction has been mixed.[21] There is not much interest in becoming a place of pilgrimage for Trump aficionados; local tourism is already flourishing.[21] The house where Trump's grandfather Friedrich (Frederick) Trump was born is currently for sale.[7][22] Deutsche Welle[image: External link] notes: "[T]he villagers used to have a better opinion of Donald Trump, before he started his boisterous campaign."[23]
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Main article: Family of Donald Trump


President Donald Trump has married thrice, to Ivana Zelníčková, Marla Maples and Melania Knauss.[31]

President Trump has four adult children from two previous marriages: Donald Jr., Ivanka, and Eric Trump with Ivana Trump, and Tiffany Trump with Marla Maples. Trump has one son with Melania Trump, Barron, born on March 20, 2006. He is the first pre-teen son to live in the White House since John F. Kennedy Jr.[image: External link] arrived as an infant in 1961.[32] All three of his children with Ivana Trump are currently Executive Vice Presidents at The Trump Organization. Tiffany Trump is a recent college graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, her father's alma mater.[33]
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 Religious affiliations




The Trump family are Lutheran members[34] of the Evangelical Church of the Palatinate[image: External link], although that region has been[image: External link] overwhelmingly Calvinist[image: External link][35] since the mid 16th century.[36] Members of the family's American branch tend to be Presbyterians[image: External link], or adherents of other Reformed churches[image: External link]. Donald Trump's parents belonged to the Reformed Church in America, although he was confirmed at one of the Presbyterian Church (USA)[image: External link] congregations himself.[37] This matter of membership does not play a big role since he attends services of both denominations, other ones that are part of the Reformed tradition[image: External link], and even some that subscribe to other Protestant branches (like the Episcopal Church (USA)[image: External link], an Anglican[image: External link] denomination).

In 2016, Donald Trump visited Bethesda-by-the-Sea, an Episcopal Church, for Christmas service.[38]

Ivanka Trump practices Judaism, having converted upon marrying her husband Jared Kushner.[39][40][41]
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Kallstadt






Kallstadt (German pronunciation: [ˈkalʃtat][image: External link]) is a village in the Palatine part of Rhineland-Palatinate[image: External link], one of Germany's 16 federal states[image: External link]. It is part of the Rhine-Neckar[image: External link] Metropolitan Region which is centered around the city of Mannheim[image: External link], the capital of the Electoral Palatinate[image: External link] and Germany's 22nd largest city. During much of the 19th century, it was part of the principality of Bavaria[image: External link]. Kallstadt has a long-standing background as a Edelweinort, a place where noble wines are produced, sold, and consumed. It is one of the tourist destinations along the German Wine Route/Deutsche Weinstraße[image: External link].

It has gained international media attention as the ancestral home of the related Heinz[image: External link] and Trump families, two prominent business and political families in the United States.
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 Geography




Kallstadt is located on the German Wine Route[image: External link].

It is part of the Verbandsgemeinde of Freinsheim[image: External link], whose seat is in the like-named town[image: External link].

Its wine production established Kallstadt's reputation early on, as an Edelweinort (place of noble wine[2]) and several wine houses.[3]



The village of 1,200 inhabitants is in a region whose economy is booming. It has restaurants that can accommodate about 2,000 guests and hotels with about 400 beds. Tourists include Americans from Ramstein Air Base[image: External link].[3]
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 History




A Roman[image: External link] road linked Altenstadt – now in French Alsace[image: External link] and a constituent community of Wissembourg[image: External link] – with the Rhineland[image: External link]; an early settlement here was prosperous in Roman times. Many archaeological[image: External link] finds are evidence of settlement by merchants, former legionnaires and also winegrowers[image: External link] from about 79 BC to at least 383 AD. A Frankish[image: External link] clan arose about 500 and its chief, Chagilo, became the village’s namesake.

In 824, Kallstadt was first mentioned in records as Cagelenstat. Originally an Imperial Village[image: External link], it later passed to the County of Pfeffingen (Homburg). From 1321 it was held in fief first by the Monfort knights, and then from 1451 until about 1551 by the House of Blicken von Lichtenberg. From then until 1794, Kallstadt belonged as an Electoral Palatinate[image: External link] fief to the holdings of the House of Leiningen[image: External link].

The Left Bank of the Rhine[image: External link] was occupied by France during the War of the First Coalition[image: External link] in 1794. Following the Treaty of Campo Formio[image: External link] (1797), the First French Republic[image: External link] annexed the region and, between 1798 and 1814, Kallstadt belonged to the French department[image: External link] of Mont-Tonnerre[image: External link].

Neither the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link] nor the Electoral Palatinate was restored at the Congress of Vienna[image: External link] in 1815. Germany became a loose confederation of states[image: External link] dominated by Austria[image: External link] and Prussia[image: External link], which both annexed most of the German territories left of the Rhine. Kallstadt came under Austrian rule, but Austria quickly exchanged the area[image: External link] with the Kingdom of Bavaria[image: External link] in 1816. After this agreement, Kallstadt belonged to Bavaria[image: External link], which joined the German Empire[image: External link] in 1871.

The (Western) Palatinate, including Kallstadt, remained Bavarian until after the end of World War II[image: External link], when the German states were formally reorganized after becoming virtually defunct under the Nazi regime[image: External link], when Kallstadt belonged to the Gau Westmark[image: External link]. The Palatinate was separated from Bavaria in 1946 and became a part of the new State[image: External link] of Rhineland-Palatinate[image: External link], a founding state of the Federal Republic of Germany[image: External link]. A referendum to restore the union of the Palatinate and Bavaria failed in 1956, and Kallstadt continues to belong to Rhineland-Palatinate.
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 Buildings and structures





	
Bismarck Tower - The Bismarck tower[image: External link] stands on the 497 m-high Peterskopf[image: External link] in an exclave belonging to Kallstadt in the Palatinate Forest[image: External link].

	
St. Salvator, Evangelical Church of the Palatinate[image: External link].[4] The Church is the oldest buildíng in the municipality; parts date to the 15th century. The parish belonged to the University of Heidelberg[image: External link] until 1563 and went back to the Kurpfalz[image: External link] electorate. Reformation in the Palatinate, including Kallstadt, was introduced in 1556.

	There are various winehouses, which combine wine stores and gastronomy. Carl Benz[image: External link] was the first one to use a motor car to drive to the inns of Kallstadt from his hometown of Ladenburg[image: External link]. Famous guests in the Weinhaus Henninger comprise e.g. Zhou Enlai[image: External link], Aristoteles Onassis[image: External link], Remy Heidsiek[image: External link], Mohammad Reza Pahlavi[image: External link] and Empress Soraya[image: External link], Will Quadflieg[image: External link] and Erika Köth[image: External link].[5]
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 Heinz and Trump families




The organ builder Johann Michael Hartung[image: External link] (1708–1763) and his son Johann Philipp Hartung lived in Kallstadt. Kallstadt is the ancestral home of immigrant ancestors of both the Heinz[image: External link] and Trump families in the United States. The two families are related. Donald Trump is related to the Hartung family via Elizabeth Christ Trump. The Trump family has resided in Kallstadt since the 17th century and the name is first mentioned there in 1608.[6][7]

In 2015, filmmaker Simone Wendel, who is from Kallstadt (and remotely related to Trump), produced a documentary called Kings of Kallstadt. The film explores the relationship between the local inhabitants and their prominent relatives in the USA. Wendel showed the strong and longstanding winemaking and gastronomic tradition in Kallstadt. She suggests that the locals have more appreciation for the Heinz family, as their main product has been practical condiment, and is less abstract than Trump's real-estate business.[8][9] The locals positively remember the Heinz trust receiving a Kallstadt delegation. The Heinz family recently provided a major donation ( €[image: External link]40,000) for the renovation of the organ in the local church, St. Salvator, while Trump did not contribute to this project.[10] Wendel interviewed Trump in New York and showed a Kallstadt delegation at the Steuben Day[image: External link] parade. Trump prolonged the interview over the preset time and promised to visit Kallstadt.[8] The relationship with the US Trump family had been upheld by a cousin of Donald, John Trump, who is well received locally.[8]

The 2016 media interest about Kallstadt started in the middle of the night after the announcement of Trump's election. The local reaction has been mixed.[3] Residents are not interested in the city as a destination for Trump fans; local tourism is already flourishing.[3] The house where Trump's grandfather Friedrich (Frederick) Trump was born is for sale.[10][11] Deutsche Welle[image: External link] notes: "[T]he villagers used to have a better opinion of Donald Trump, before he started his boisterous campaign."[12]
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 Politics
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 Municipal council




The council is made up of 16 council members, who were elected at the municipal election held on 25 May 2014[image: External link], and the honorary mayor as chairman.

The municipal election held on 25 May 2014 yielded the following results:[13]



	
	SPD[image: External link]
	CDU[image: External link]
	FWG[image: External link]
	Total



	2014
	4
	7
	5
	16 seats



	2009
	4
	6
	6
	16 seats



	2004
	4
	5
	7
	16 seats
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 Coat of arms




The German blazon reads: Über goldener Zinnenmauer, darin ein roter Reichsapfel mit goldenem Reif und rotem Kreuz, beseitet von je einer blauen Schießscharte, in Blau ein rotbewehrter silberner Adler.

The municipality’s arms[image: External link] might in English heraldic[image: External link] language be described thus: Per fess embattled, azure an eagle displayed argent armed and langued gules, and Or masoned an orb of the third banded of the field and ensigned with a cross fleuretty of the third, this last between two arrowslits of the first.

Kallstadt’s oldest known seal dates from 1494 and bears as charges[image: External link] both the Palatine Lion[image: External link] and the Wittelsbach[image: External link] bendy lozengy pattern (slanted diamond shapes alternating in tincture[image: External link] between argent and azure, that is, silver and blue) accompanied by a small letter K in base. In 1506, something similar to the current arms appeared when another seal showed an eagle above a wall. This reflected the village’s incorporation into the Leiningen holdings. A similar composition prevailed until 1711 when a seal charged simply with a globus cruciger[image: External link] appeared. This stood for the Counts Palatine, possibly putting its origin before 1506. On 15 January 1845, a coat of arms that might be described as “Azure an orb ensigned with a cross Or”, that is, a blue escutcheon[image: External link] bearing a golden globus cruciger with a cross on top, was granted as the municipality’s arms. On 22 June 1962, however, the current arms combining the charges of these last arms and the 1506 seal were granted.[14]
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 Famous people





	Wilhelm Heinrich von Creuzer (1740 - 1794), German jurist and court president.[15]


	
Johann Michael Hartung[image: External link] (1708 – 1763) and other members of the Hartung organ builder dynasty.

	Louise Wilhelmine Henninger[16] (1871–1951), cook and landlady in the Weinhaus Henninger. Henninger reinvented the Saumagen[image: External link], a temporarely forgotten offal recipe for poor people and served it as a delicate dish. It is the favorite food of the former German chancellor Helmut Kohl[image: External link]. Kallstadt Saumagen is as well the name of a distinguished Riesling[image: External link] vineyard site.[17]


	Johann Heinrich Heinz, father of American food industry entrepreneur Henry J. Heinz[image: External link], founder of the H. J. Heinz Company[image: External link]


	
Frederick Trump, German-American businessman, grandfather of billionaire real estate/entertainment magnate and the 45th President of the United States, Donald Trump


	
Elizabeth Trump[image: External link], née Elisabeth Christ, German-American businesswoman, spouse of Frederick Trump and grandmother of Donald Trump

	
Norbert Scharf ( de[image: External link]), politician (SPD)
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	Moneygall[image: External link]
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	Ernst Merk: Heimatbuch des Edelweinortes Kallstadt. 1952




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "Gemeinden in Deutschland mit Bevölkerung am 31. Dezember 2015"[image: External link] (PDF). Statistisches Bundesamt[image: External link] (in German). 2016.


	
^ See Ernst Merk, Heimatbuch des Edelweinortes Kallstadt, 1952


	
^ a b c d Frasch, Timo (2016-11-09). "Im Ort von Trumps Vorfahren: 'Trump hat sich wenigstens getraut, das auch zu zeigen' "[image: External link]. Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung[image: External link]. ISSN  0174-4909[image: External link]. Retrieved 2016-11-27.


	
^ Gwenda Blair (2000). The Trumps: Three Generations That Built an Empire. Simon and Schuster. pp. 28–9. ISBN  9780743210799[image: External link].


	
^ User, Super. "Geschichte des Henningers"[image: External link]. Hotel und Restaurant Weinhaus Henninger (in German). Retrieved 2016-11-27.


	
^ Connolly, Kate (29 January 2016). "Kallstadt, Germany: on the trail of 'the Donald' in the Trump ancestral home"[image: External link]. The Guardian.


	
^ "Media frenzy over Donald Trump's German hometown leaves locals unhappy"[image: External link]. Deutsche Welle.


	
^ a b c "Deutsche Großeltern: Donald Trump, King of Kallstadt"[image: External link]. Die Welt[image: External link]. Retrieved 2016-11-27.


	
^ "Kings of Kallstadt | Dokumentarfilm: Mein Dorf, Ketchup & der König von New York"[image: External link] (in German). SWR Fernsehen[image: External link]. Retrieved 2016-11-27.


	
^ a b "Donald Trumps Wurzeln: King of New York, Knallkopf of Kallstadt"[image: External link]. Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung. 20 January 2016.


	
^ "Nach US-Wahl: Trump-Haus in Kallstadt steht zum Verkauf!"[image: External link]. Heidelberg24. 9 November 2016.


	
^ "Donald Trump's German roots"[image: External link]. Deutsche Welle.


	
^ Rheinland-Pfalz, Statistisches Landesamt. "LWL RLP - Kommunalwahlen: Ergebnisse der Ratswahlen: Wahlergebnisse 2014: Stadt- und Gemeinderatswahlen:"[image: External link].


	
^ "Heraldry of the world - Outdated file"[image: External link].


	
^ Kurt Stuck: Verwaltungspersonal im Herzogtum Zweibrücken, Arbeitsgemeinschaft Pfälzisch-Rheinische Familienkunde, Ludwigshafen am Rhein 1993, p. 16.


	
^ Germany, Hannoversche Allgemeine Zeitung, Hannover, Niedersachsen,. "Donald Trump und das Dorf der Großmäuler: US-Promis mit deutschen Wurzeln – HAZ – Hannoversche Allgemeine"[image: External link]. Hannoversche Allgemeine Zeitung (in German). Retrieved 2016-11-27.


	
^ "Wie Köchin Luise den Saumagen rettete"[image: External link]. morgenweb, das Nachrichtenportal für die Metropolregion Rhein-Neckar. Retrieved 2016-11-27.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Municipality’s official webpage[image: External link] (German)
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Kings of Kallstadt, movie website[image: External link] (German and English)





Categories[image: External link]:

	Municipalities in Rhineland-Palatinate[image: External link]

	Palatinate Forest[image: External link]

	Bad Dürkheim (district)[image: External link]

	Trump family[image: External link]

	Imperial Villages[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 27 May 2017, at 03:17.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Kallstadt: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kallstadt [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Kallstadt [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Geography

	2 History

	3 Emigration

	4 Cuisine

	5 See also

	6 References

	7 External links





Palatinate (region)






For other uses, see Palatinate (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Palatinate ( German[image: External link]: die Pfalz, Pfälzer dialect[image: External link]: Palz), historically also Rhenish Palatinate ( German[image: External link]: Rheinpfalz), is a region in southwestern Germany[image: External link]. It occupies roughly the southernmost quarter of the German federal state[image: External link] of Rhineland-Palatinate[image: External link] (Rheinland-Pfalz), covering an area of 5,451 square kilometres (2,105 sq mi) with about 1.4 million inhabitants. Its demonym[image: External link] is Palatine.
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 Geography




In the west, the Palatinate borders on Saarland[image: External link], historically also comprising the state's Saarpfalz[image: External link] District. In the northwest, the Hunsrück[image: External link] mountain range forms the border with the Rhineland[image: External link] region. The eastern border with Hesse[image: External link] and the Baden[image: External link] region runs along the Upper Rhine[image: External link] river, while the left bank, with Mainz[image: External link] and Worms[image: External link] as well as the Selz[image: External link] basin around Alzey[image: External link], belong to the Rhenish Hesse[image: External link] region. In the south, the German- French[image: External link] border separates the Palatinate from Alsace[image: External link].

One-third of the region is covered by the Palatinate Forest[image: External link] (Pfälzerwald), including the Palatinate Forest Nature Park[image: External link] popular with hikers. It is Germany's largest contiguous forested area with about 1,771 km2 (684 sq mi) and is part of the Franco-German Palatinate Forest-North Vosges Biosphere Reserve[image: External link].

The western and northern part of the Palatinate is densely forested and mountainous. Its highest mountain is the Donnersberg[image: External link] with a height of 687 m (2,254 ft), situated in the North Palatine Uplands[image: External link] near Kirchheimbolanden[image: External link]. Most of the major Palatinate towns ( Ludwigshafen[image: External link], Speyer[image: External link], Landau[image: External link], Frankenthal[image: External link], Neustadt[image: External link]) lie in the lower eastern part of the Upper Rhine Plain[image: External link] down to the River Rhine. Here the German Wine Route[image: External link] (Deutsche Weinstraße) passes through the renowned Palatinate wine region[image: External link].The Palatinate is one of the greatest wine-producing regions in Germany, and in the last two decades it has become well known for a large number of prizewinning white and red wines of highest quality produced by a number of young, albeit fully-fledged, winemakers.

Major rivers include the Upper Rhine tributaries Lauter[image: External link], Queich[image: External link] and Speyerbach[image: External link], as well as Schwarzbach[image: External link] and Glan[image: External link] in the west.

Historically the Electoral Palatinate[image: External link] and several other territories were part of the Palatinate, but today belong to other German territories.
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 Subdivision




The Palatinate is divided into four non-administrative sub-regions, comprising the following rural districts[image: External link] and independent towns and cities:


	
North Palatinate[image: External link] (Nordpfalz), i.e. the sparsely inhabited North Palatine Uplands[image: External link], made up of

	
Donnersbergkreis[image: External link] (KIB), including the small towns of Eisenberg[image: External link], Kirchheimbolanden[image: External link] and Rockenhausen[image: External link]






	
Anterior Palatinate[image: External link] (Vorderpfalz) between Upper Rhine and the Haardt[image: External link] range of the Palatinate Forest

	
Bad Dürkheim[image: External link] (DÜW)

	
Rhein-Pfalz-Kreis[image: External link] (RP)

	and the towns and cities of Frankenthal[image: External link] (FT), Ludwigshafen[image: External link] (LU), Neustadt an der Weinstraße[image: External link] (NW) and Speyer[image: External link] (SP)





	
South Palatinate[image: External link] (Südpfalz).

	
Germersheim[image: External link] (GER)

	
Südliche Weinstraße[image: External link] (SÜW)

	and the town of Landau[image: External link] (LD)





	
West Palatinate[image: External link] (Westpfalz) up to the western part of the North Palatine Uplands[image: External link]

	
Kaiserslautern (district)[image: External link] (KL)

	
Kusel[image: External link] (KUS)

	
Südwestpfalz[image: External link] (PS)

	and the towns of Kaiserslautern[image: External link] (KL), Pirmasens[image: External link] (PS) and Zweibrücken[image: External link] (ZW).
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 Climate




Like most of Europe, the Palatinate is part of the oceanic climate[image: External link] zone influenced by the Atlantic[image: External link], with an average annual temperature of about 10 degrees Celsius[image: External link]. Wet air from the prevailing westerly and southwesterly winds leads to precipitation in the Mittelgebirge[image: External link] ranges, while it warms up on its way further down to the Rhine Valley. Here the clemency of the weather permits the cultivating of almond[image: External link] and fig trees[image: External link], stone pines[image: External link], Mediterranean Cypress[image: External link], palms[image: External link], and even some banana[image: External link] species. The lower hilly regions are known for their extended chestnut[image: External link] forests, sometimes referred to as "German Tuscany[image: External link]" in tourist advertising.
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 History




Formerly a Celtic[image: External link] region, this area was conquered by the Roman Empire[image: External link] under Emperor Augustus[image: External link] in about 12 BCE, whereafter it was part of the Germania Superior[image: External link] province. During the decay of the Empire, Alamanni[image: External link] tribes settled here; their territory was conquered by Francia[image: External link] under King Clovis I[image: External link] about 496. From 511 onwards the area belonged to the eastern part of Frankish Austrasia[image: External link], that—as Rhenish Franconia[image: External link]—became part of East Francia[image: External link] according to the 843 Treaty of Verdun[image: External link].
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 Holy Roman Empire




From the Middle Ages until 1792, the Palatinate was divided into 45 secular and ecclesiastical territories[image: External link], some of which were very small. The largest and most important of these was the Electorate of the Palatinate[image: External link] (Kurpfalz), a number of territories on both sides of the Rhine formerly held by the Counts palatine[image: External link] (Pfalzgrafen) of Lotharingia[image: External link]. By the late 12th century, the Count palatine had achieved the status of a Prince-elector[image: External link] (Kurfürst), becoming one of the seven higher nobles with the privilege of electing the Emperor[image: External link], as confirmed by the Golden Bull of 1356[image: External link]. In 1214 the Bavarian House of Wittelsbach[image: External link] was enfeoffed[image: External link] with these estates, which they ruled until 1918, together with the collateral branch of Palatinate-Zweibrücken[image: External link] from 1410. They lost control with the reunification with Bavaria[image: External link] under Elector Charles Theodore[image: External link] in 1777.

The major ecclesiastical territory in the region was the Bishopric of Speyer[image: External link]. The Imperial city[image: External link] of Landau[image: External link] joined the Alsacien Décapole[image: External link] in 1521 to preserve its status. Nevertheless, it was seized by France[image: External link] after the Thirty Years' War[image: External link].

Other larger regional entities included the Duchy of Zweibrücken[image: External link] and the Prince-Bishopric of Speyer[image: External link].[1] The Prince-Bishopric held possessions on both sides of the Rhine. For centuries, the Electoral Palatinate and Bavaria maintained dynastic links because both were ruled by members of the Wittelsbach[image: External link] family.
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 French rule




In 1794 the Left Bank of the Rhine[image: External link], including the Palatinate, was occupied by French revolutionary troops[image: External link]. As a result of the Treaty of Campo Formio[image: External link] (1797), the First French Republic[image: External link] annexed[image: External link] the region. In 1798 they introduced a new administrative system with the establishment of departments. Basically, the area of the Palatinate became the Département of Mont Tonnerre[image: External link], laying the cornerstone of its regional identity today. Minor parts of today's region belonged to the neighbouring departments of Sarre[image: External link] and Bas-Rhin[image: External link]. The French further subdivided the department into cantons, mayoralties and municipalities, and introduced their legal system (Napoleonic Code[image: External link]) and the metric system[image: External link].
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 Bavarian rule




Following the defeat of Napoleon[image: External link] at the Battle of Leipzig[image: External link] in 1813, and the capture of the Left Bank of the Rhine by the Allies in January 1814; from 2 February 1814, the region was initially under the provisional authority of the General Government of the Middle Rhine, but, from 16 June of the same year, it was placed under the administration of the Imperial-Royal[image: External link] ("k.k.") Austrian and Royal Bavarian Joint Land Administration Commission (k. k. östreichischen und k. bairischen gemeinschaftliche Landes-Administrations-Kommission).[2]

In the main treaty agreed at the Congress of Vienna[image: External link] in 1815, and dated 9 June 1815, Article 51 stated that (inter alia), on the Left Bank of the Rhine the former French departements of the Sarre and Mont Tonnerre, except where set forth in the same treaty, were to fall "with full sovereignty" and ownership rights within the overlordship of His Majesty the Emperor of Austria (Herrschaft Sr. Maj. des Kaisers von Oesterreich).[3] Initially, however, joint Austro-Bavarian administration was retained.

On 14 April 1816 a treaty[image: External link] was signed between Austria[image: External link] and Bavaria[image: External link], in which the various territorial changes were agreed on. According to Article 2 of the treaty, Emperor Francis I of Austria[image: External link] ceded various regions to King Maximilian I of Bavaria[image: External link]. These included, in addition to various regions east of the Rhine, the following regions west of the Rhine:[4]


	
In the Departement of Mont Tonnerre (Donnersberg):

	the districts of Zweibrücken, Kaiserslautern, and Speier; the latter with the exception of the cantons of Worms and Pfeddersheim;

	the canton of Kirchheim-Bolanden, in the district of Alzei.





	
In the Sarre Departement:

	the cantons of Waldmohr, Blieskastel, and Kusel, the latter with the exception of several villages on the road from Sankt Wendel to Baumholder, for which there was to be compensation, by another territorial transfer, with the agreement of the assembled plenipotentiaries of the allied powers at Frankfurt.





	
In the Departement of Bas Rhin:

	the canton, town, and fortress of Landau, the latter as a federal fortress in accordance with the regulations of 3 November 1815;

	
the cantons of Bergzabern, Langenkandel, and the whole part of the Departement of Bas Rhin on the left bank of the Lauter, which had been ceded in the Paris Tractat[image: External link] of 20 November 1815.







These changes took effect on 1 May 1816.

In accordance with the prevailing Bavarian administrative structure, the region became one of eight Bavarian districts (Kreise). From 1808, Bavaria[image: External link] embarked on the administrative reorganisation of its territory, creating districts which, as in France, were named after the main local rivers. Thus the new district along the Rhine was given the name Rheinkreis (i.e. the Rhine district), with Speyer[image: External link] as its capital. Of the former French administrative structure, the subdivision of the district into arrondissements, cantons, mayoralties, and municipalities was, in large measure, retained. The Bavarian government also preserved the French legal system (Code Napoléon), giving the Palatinate a distinct legal status within the Bavarian kingdom. At the next lower level, the three former French arrondissements[image: External link] were continued as Kreisdirektion ("Circle", i.e. district, "direction") Frankenthal, Kaiserslautern, and Zweibrücken. Kreisdirektion Landau[image: External link] was, however, a new creation. In 1818 the cantons were merged into 12 administrative districts called Landkommissariat. In 1862 these were designated individually as Bezirksamt. In 1939 each one became a Landkreis (rural district). As his first provincial governor, King Maximilian[image: External link] selected the Privy Councillor (Hofrat) Franz Xaver von Zwack, whose name gave rise to the popular Palatine nickname for Bavarians, Zwockel. In 1832 the Rheinkreis became the focal point of liberal movements. The Hambach Festival[image: External link], a large gathering near Neustadt an der Weinstraße[image: External link], proved fertile ground for what came to be considered a milestone in German history.

In 1835, King Ludwig I of Bavaria[image: External link]'s romantic outlook gave rise to the adoption of new names for the administrative districts of Bavaria by a system of historical allusion. As such, the Rheinkreis officially became the Pfalz (Palatinate). It should be noted, however, that the historic Electorate of the Palatinate was on both sides of the Rhine with Heidelberg[image: External link] and Mannheim[image: External link] as its capitals on the eastern side, whereas the new "Palatinate" established in 1815/16 was solely on the left bank of the Rhine. It included territories that were never part of the historical Palatinate (e.g., territories of the former Bishopric of Speyer, the imperial city of Speyer or Kirchheimbolanden[image: External link], which had formerly belonged to the Weilburg[image: External link] branch of Nassau[image: External link]). To avoid confusion of the new Palatinate and the former one (and with the Upper Palatinate[image: External link]), the name Rhenish Palatinate (Rheinpfalz) became common and is still used today, but was never made its official name. Another term, that of Rhenish Bavaria (Rheinbayern), though used occasionally, never gained great currency, but can, nonetheless, be found sometimes on older maps.

The Bavarian Royal Family tried to encourage Palatine unity with Bavaria by erecting a royal palace in Edenkoben[image: External link], and through the restoration of Speyer Cathedral[image: External link] under the direct supervision of King Ludwig I himself. The new town of Ludwigshafen[image: External link] was named after the king. Despite these attempts, the Palatinate's representatives to the Bavarian Parliament always prided themselves on the claim that they came from a more progressive region. Indeed, they tried to promote their liberalism, which the French had introduced to the Palatinate, to the whole Bavarian kingdom. German historian Heiner Haan[5] described the special status accorded the Palatinate within Bavaria as being one of a Hauptstaat (main state, i.e. Bavaria) with a Nebenstaat (alongside state, i.e. the Palatinate).

In May/June 1849, after the failed revolution of 1848[image: External link], and as part of the Imperial Constitution campaign[image: External link], separatist elements wanted the district to secede from Bavaria and establish its own "Palatine Republic". A separatist uprising was suppressed by Prussian military intervention. The Palatinate's union with Bavaria persisted after it became part of the German Empire[image: External link] in 1871, and, indeed, after the Wittelsbach dynasty was deposed, and Bavaria became a free state of the Weimar Republic[image: External link] in 1918. In 1910 the town of Landau was declared independent from the Bezirksamt.

After World War I[image: External link], French troops occupied the Palatinate under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles[image: External link]. In 1920 the western Bezirksämter of Sankt Ingbert[image: External link] and Homburg[image: External link] ( Saarpfalz[image: External link]) were separated from the Bavarian Palatinate, and became part of the newly established Saarland[image: External link] which, according to the peace treaty, was governed by the League of Nations[image: External link]. That same year, seven more towns were declared independent from the Bezirksämter: Speyer, Ludwigshafen, Frankenthal, Neustadt an der Weinstraße, Kaiserslautern, Pirmasens, and Zweibrücken. They remain independent to this day.

Between 1919 and 1923, during the occupation, there were French-backed attempts at separating the Palatinate from Bavaria and the Empire. On 1 June 1919, Eberhard Haaß, founder of the “Free Palatine Association” (1918), proclaimed the “Palatine Republic”, but failed to occupy the government building in Speyer.

On 23 November 1923, Franz Josef Heinz[image: External link] proclaimed the "Government of the Autonomous Palatinate in the Association of the Rhenish Republic[image: External link]" at Speyer, after gaining control of the towns of Kaiserslautern, Neustadt, and Landau, and after the capitulation of the Palatine government. In the following days, several more towns fell into his group's hands. The Bavarian government reacted sharply. It organised a squad under the command of Edgar Julius Jung[image: External link]. On 9 January 1924, Heinz was assassinated while dining at the Wittelsbacher Hof in Speyer. Other leading members of the separatist movement were killed on 12 February, in a shooting in Pirmasens[image: External link]. By then, a treaty between Bavaria and the inter-allied commission of the Rhineland (the supreme council of the Allied occupation forces) of January 1924 recognised the status quo and guaranteed that the Palatinate would remain a part of Bavaria, thereby putting an end to separatist attempts.

Under Nazi rule, from 1933 to 1945, the Palatinate officially remained part of Bavaria, but was otherwise totally reorganised–it was merged with the Saarland into the Gau Westmark[image: External link], with headquarters in Saarbrücken[image: External link].
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 Rhineland-Palatinate




The union with Bavaria was finally dissolved following the reorganisation of German states during the Allied occupation[image: External link] of Germany after World War II[image: External link]. While Bavaria itself was part of the U.S. occupation zone, the Palatinate was occupied by French forces. The French reorganised their occupation zone by founding new states, so that in 1947 the Palatinate was combined with Rhenish Hesse[image: External link] (Rheinhessen), the former parts of the People's State of Hesse[image: External link] left of the Rhine, and the southern part of the Prussian Rhine Province[image: External link], to form the German federal state of Rhineland-Palatinate[image: External link]. The Palatinate formed the administrative district (Regierungsbezirk) Pfalz. This reorganisation came with smaller losses of former district territory to the Saarland, especially in the area of Sankt Wendel[image: External link]. As part of the 1969 administrative reform, some minor border changes were made in the north. The Diocese of Speyer[image: External link] and the Evangelical Church of the Palatinate[image: External link] still exist today largely based on the historic boundaries of the old Bavarian district of die Pfalz.

The Pfalz was initially one of five districts in Rhineland-Palatinate; however in 1968 the district was merged with the neighbouring district of Rheinhessen[image: External link] to form the district of Rheinhessen-Pfalz[image: External link]. On 1 January 2000 all administrative districts of Rheinland-Pfalz were dissolved.
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 Emigration




The Pennsylvania Dutch[image: External link] language spoken by the Amish[image: External link] in the United States is derived primarily from the Palatine German language[image: External link] which many Mennonite[image: External link] refugees brought to Pennsylvania the in years 1717 to 1732.[6] The only existing Pennsylvania German newspaper, Hiwwe wie Driwwe[image: External link], was founded 1996 in the village of Ober-Olm, which is located close to Mainz, the state capital (and is published bi-annually as a cooperation project with Kutztown University). In the same village one can find the headquarters of the German-Pennsylvanian Association.

Many more Palatines emigrated in the course of the 19th century, and the great majority of them to North America, so that in the US temporarily "Palatine" was a common designation for German Americans[image: External link]. Johann Heinrich Heinz (1811-1891), the father of Henry John Heinz[image: External link] who founded the H. J. Heinz Company[image: External link] in Pittsburgh[image: External link], Pennsylvania, emigrated from Kallstadt, Palatinate, to the United States in 1840. Friedrich Trump, the grandfather of Donald Trump, was also born in Kallstadt and emigrated to New York City[image: External link] in 1885. He later married Elisabeth Christ, a former neighbor's daughter from Kallstadt.
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 Cuisine




See also: Palatinate (wine region)[image: External link]


Arguably the most famous dish in Palatinate is the saumagen[image: External link], literally "sow's stomach", a dish that consists of a thick, crispy-fried casing (sow stomach) stuffed with a mixture of pork, potatoes, and seasonings. Other traditional meat dishes of the region include bratwurst, Palatinate liverwurst, a blood pudding sausage called grieweworscht ("griewe" are speck (bacon) cubes, so lit. "sausage with bacon bits"), lewwerknepp[image: External link] or lewwerknedel[image: External link] (Leberknödel: liver dumplings), and fleeschknepp (Fleischknödel: meat dumplings). Sauerkraut[image: External link] is the typical side dish in all seasons, but especially in winter, as are mashed potatoes and brown gravy. Also eaten are dampfnudels[image: External link], which can be served with either sweet sauces or side dishes (such as wine, vanilla sauce or canned fruit such as plums, prunes, or pears) or with savory side dishes (such as potato soup, vegetable soup, goulash, or pepper pork).


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Palatinate (disambiguation)[image: External link]

	Palatinate Forest[image: External link]

	Palatine German language[image: External link]

	Palatinate (wine region)[image: External link]

	German Wine Route[image: External link]

	Hiwwe wie Driwwe[image: External link]
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Outer Hebrides






"Na h-Eileanan an Iar" redirects here. For the parliamentary constituencies, see Na h-Eileanan an Iar (Scottish Parliament constituency)[image: External link] and Na h-Eileanan an Iar (UK Parliament constituency)[image: External link].

The Outer Hebrides (/'hebrdi:z /[image: External link]), also known as the Western Isles (Scottish Gaelic[image: External link]: Na h-Eileanan Siar [nə ˈhelanən ˈʃiəɾ][image: External link] or Na h-Eileanan an Iar [nəˈhelanən əˈɲiəɾ][image: External link]), Innse Gall ("islands of the strangers") or the Long Isle or Long Island (Scottish Gaelic: An t-Eilean Fada), is an island chain[image: External link] off the west coast of mainland Scotland[image: External link].[Note 1] The islands are geographically coextensive[image: External link] with Comhairle nan Eilean Siar[image: External link], one of the 32 unitary council areas of Scotland[image: External link]. They form part of the Hebrides[image: External link], separated from the Scottish mainland and from the Inner Hebrides[image: External link] by the waters of the Minch[image: External link], the Little Minch[image: External link] and the Sea of the Hebrides[image: External link]. Scottish Gaelic[image: External link] is the predominant spoken language, although in a few areas English[image: External link] speakers form a majority.

Most of the islands have a bedrock formed from ancient metamorphic[image: External link] rocks and the climate is mild and oceanic. The 15 inhabited islands have a total population of 27,100[3] and there are more than 50 substantial uninhabited islands. From Barra Head[image: External link] to the Butt of Lewis[image: External link] is roughly 210 kilometres (130 mi).

There are various important prehistoric structures, many of which pre-date the first written references to the islands by Roman and Greek[image: External link] authors. The Western Isles became part of the Norse[image: External link] kingdom of the Suðreyjar[image: External link], which lasted for over 400 years until sovereignty was transferred to Scotland by the Treaty of Perth[image: External link] in 1266. Control of the islands was then held by clan[image: External link] chiefs, principal of whom were the MacLeods[image: External link], MacDonalds[image: External link], Mackenzies[image: External link] and MacNeils[image: External link]. The Highland Clearances[image: External link] of the 19th century had a devastating effect on many communities and it is only in recent years that population levels have ceased to decline. Much of the land is now under local control and commercial activity is based on tourism, crofting[image: External link], fishing, and weaving.

Sea transport is crucial and a variety of ferry services operate between the islands and to mainland Scotland. Modern navigation systems now minimise the dangers but in the past the stormy seas have claimed many ships. Religion, music and sport are important aspects of local culture, and there are numerous designated conservation areas[image: External link] to protect the natural environment.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Geography




Main article: List of Outer Hebrides[image: External link]


The islands form an archipelago whose major islands are Lewis and Harris[image: External link], North Uist[image: External link], Benbecula[image: External link], South Uist[image: External link], and Barra[image: External link]. Lewis and Harris has an area of 217,898 hectares (841 sq mi)[5] and is the largest island in Scotland and the third largest in the British Isles[image: External link], after Great Britain and Ireland.[6] It incorporates Lewis[image: External link] in the north and Harris[image: External link] in the south, both of which are frequently referred to as individual islands, although they are connected by land. The island does not have a single name in either English[image: External link] or Gaelic, and is referred to as "Lewis and Harris", "Lewis with Harris", "Harris with Lewis" etc.[7]

The largest islands are deeply indented by arms of the sea such as Loch Ròg[image: External link], Loch Seaforth[image: External link] and Loch nam Madadh[image: External link]. There are also more than 7,500 freshwater lochs in the Outer Hebrides, about 24% of the total for the whole of Scotland.[8] North and South Uist and Lewis in particular have landscapes with a high percentage of fresh water and a maze and complexity of loch shapes. Harris has fewer large bodies of water but has innumerable small lochans. Loch Langavat[image: External link] on Lewis is 11 kilometres (7 mi) long, and has several large islands in its midst, including Eilean Mòr[image: External link]. Although Loch Suaineabhal has only 25% of Loch Langavat's surface area, it has a mean depth of 33 metres (108 ft) and is the most voluminous on the island.[9] Of Loch Sgadabhagh[image: External link] on North Uist[image: External link] it has been said that "there is probably no other loch in Britain which approaches Loch Scadavay in irregularity and complexity of outline."[10] Loch Bì is South Uist's largest loch and at 8 kilometres (5 mi) long it all but cuts the island in two.[11]

Much of the western coastline of the islands is machair[image: External link], a fertile low-lying dune pastureland.[12] Lewis is comparatively flat, and largely consists of treeless moors of blanket peat[image: External link]. The highest eminence is Mealisval at 574 m (1,883 ft) in the south west. Most of Harris[image: External link] is mountainous, with large areas of exposed rock and Clisham[image: External link], the archipelago's only Corbett[image: External link], reaches 799 m (2,621 ft) in height.[2][5] North and South Uist and Benbecula (sometimes collectively referred to as The Uists[image: External link]) have sandy beaches and wide cultivated areas of machair to the west and virtually uninhabited mountainous areas to the east. The highest peak here is Beinn Mhòr[image: External link] at 620 metres (2,034 ft).[13] The Uists and their immediate outliers have a combined area of 74,540 hectares (288 sq mi). This includes the Uists themselves and the islands linked to them by causeways and bridges.[14] Barra is 5,875 hectares (23 sq mi) in extent and has a rugged interior, surrounded by machair and extensive beaches.[15][16]
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 Flora and fauna




Much of the archipelago is a protected habitat, including both the islands and the surrounding waters. There are 53 Sites of Special Scientific Interest[image: External link] of which the largest are Loch an Duin, North Uist (15,100 hectares (37,000 acres)) and North Harris (12,700 hectares (31,000 acres)).[17][18]

Loch Druidibeg on South Uist is a national nature reserve[image: External link] owned and managed by Scottish Natural Heritage[image: External link]. The reserve covers 1,677 hectares across the whole range of local habitats.[19] Over 200 species of flowering plants have been recorded on the reserve, some of which are nationally scarce.[20] South Uist is considered the best place in the UK for the aquatic plant Slender Naiad[image: External link], which is a European Protected Species[image: External link].[21][22]

There has been considerable controversy over hedgehogs[image: External link] on the Uists. Hedgehogs are not native to the islands, but were introduced in the 1970s to reduce garden pests. Their spread posed a threat to the eggs of ground nesting wading birds. In 2003 Scottish Natural Heritage undertook culls of hedgehogs in the area, but these were halted in 2007; trapped animals are now relocated to the mainland.[23][24]

Nationally important populations of breeding waders are present in the Outer Hebrides, including common redshank[image: External link], dunlin[image: External link], lapwing[image: External link] and ringed plover[image: External link]. The islands also provide a habitat for other important species such as corncrake[image: External link], hen harrier[image: External link], golden eagle[image: External link] and otter[image: External link]. Offshore, basking shark[image: External link] and various species of whale and dolphin can often be seen,[25] and the remoter islands' seabird populations are of international significance. St Kilda[image: External link] has 60,000 northern gannets[image: External link], amounting to 24% of the world population; 49,000 breeding pairs of Leach's petrel[image: External link], up to 90% of the European population; and 136,000 pairs of puffin[image: External link] and 67,000 northern fulmar[image: External link] pairs, about 30% and 13% of the respective UK totals.[26] Mingulay[image: External link] is an important breeding ground for razorbills[image: External link], with 9,514 pairs, 6.3% of the European population.[27]

The bumblebee[image: External link] Bombus jonellus var. hebridensis[image: External link] is endemic[image: External link] to the Hebrides and there are local variants of the dark green fritillary[image: External link] and green-veined white[image: External link] butterflies.[28] The St Kilda wren[image: External link] is a subspecies of wren[image: External link] whose range is confined to the islands whose name it bears.[29]
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 Population






	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1861
	36,319
	—    



	1901
	46,172
	+27.1%



	1951
	35,591
	−22.9%



	1961
	32,609
	−8.4%



	1971
	29,891
	−8.3%



	1981
	30,702
	+2.7%



	1991
	29,600
	−3.6%



	2001
	26,502
	−10.5%



	2011
	27,684
	+4.5%



	
[30][31][32]





The islands' total population was 26,502 at the 2001 census, and the 2011 figure was 27,684.[30] During the same period Scottish island[image: External link] populations as a whole grew by 4% to 103,702.[33] The largest settlement in the Outer Hebrides is Stornoway[image: External link] on Lewis,[34][35] which has a population of about 8,100.[36]

In addition to the major North Ford (Oitir Mhòr) and South Ford causeways that connect North Uist to Benbecula via the northern of the Grimsays[image: External link], and another causeway from Benbecula to South Uist, several other islands are linked by smaller causeways or bridges. Great Bernera[image: External link] and Scalpay[image: External link] have bridge connections to Lewis and Harris respectively, with causeways linking Baleshare[image: External link] and Berneray[image: External link] to North Uist; Eriskay[image: External link] to South Uist; Flodaigh[image: External link], Fraoch-Eilean[image: External link] and the southern Grimsay[image: External link] to Benbecula; and Vatersay[image: External link] to Barra.[11][37][38] Thus means that all the inhabited islands are now connected to at least one other island by a land transport route.



	Island
	Gaelic name
	2011 population[30]
	2001 population[35]
	2011 Gaelic speakers[39]



	Lewis[image: External link]
	Leòdhas
	
	18,500
	


	Parish
	



	Steòrnabhagh[image: External link]
	43% (5,492)



	Barabhas[image: External link]
	64% (2,037)



	Ceann a Tuath nan Loch[image: External link]
	53% (942)



	Ùig[image: External link]
	56% (873)



	TOTAL
	9,344








	Harris[image: External link]
	Hearadh
	
	1,916
	60% (1,212)



	South Uist[image: External link]
	Uibhist a Deas
	1,754
	1,818
	60% (1,888 incl. Benbecula)



	North Uist[image: External link]
	Uibhist a Tuath
	1,254
	1,271
	61% (887)



	Benbecula[image: External link]
	Beinn nam Fadhla
	1,303
	1,219
	60%



	Barra[image: External link]
	Barraigh
	1,174
	1,078
	62% (761)



	Scalpay[image: External link]
	Sgalpaigh
	291
	322
	



	Great Bernera[image: External link]
	Beàrnaraigh Mòr
	252
	233
	



	Grimsay[image: External link] (north)
	Griomasaigh
	169
	201
	



	Berneray[image: External link]
	Beàrnaraigh
	138
	136
	



	Eriskay[image: External link]
	Èirisgeigh
	143
	133
	



	Vatersay[image: External link]
	Bhatarsaigh
	90
	94
	



	Baleshare[image: External link]
	Baile Sear
	58
	49
	



	Grimsay[image: External link] (south)
	Griomasaigh
	20
	19
	



	Flodaigh[image: External link]
	Flodaigh
	7
	11
	



	Fraoch-Eilean[image: External link]
	Fraoch-Eilean
	?[Note 2]
	?
	



	TOTAL
	
	27,684
	26,502
	52% (14,248)




[39]
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 Uninhabited islands




There are more than fifty uninhabited islands greater in size than 40 hectares (99 acres) in the Outer Hebrides, including the Barra Isles[image: External link], Flannan Isles[image: External link], Monach Islands[image: External link], the Shiant Isles[image: External link] and the islands of Loch Ròg.[40] In common with the other main island chains of Scotland, many of the more remote islands were abandoned during the 19th and 20th centuries, in some cases after continuous habitation since the prehistoric period. More than 35 such islands have been identified in the Outer Hebrides alone.[41] On Barra Head, for example, Historic Scotland[image: External link] have identified eighty-three archaeological sites on the island, the majority being of a pre-medieval date. In the 18th century the population was over fifty, but the last native islanders had left by 1931. The island became completely uninhabited by 1980 with the automation of the lighthouse.[42]

Some of the smaller islands continue to contribute to modern culture. The "Mingulay Boat Song[image: External link]", although evocative of island life, was written after the abandonment of the island in 1938[43] and Taransay[image: External link] hosted the BBC[image: External link] television series Castaway 2000[image: External link]. Others have played a part in Scottish history. On 4 May 1746, the "Young Pretender" Charles Edward Stuart[image: External link] hid on Eilean Liubhaird[image: External link] with some of his men for four days whilst Royal Navy[image: External link] vessels patrolled the Minch.[44]

Smaller isles and skerries[image: External link] and other island groups pepper the North Atlantic[image: External link] surrounding the main islands. Some are not geologically part of the Outer Hebrides, but are administratively and in most cases culturally, part of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. 73 kilometres (45 mi) to the west of Lewis lies St Kilda[image: External link], now uninhabited except for a small military base.[45] A similar distance to the north of Lewis are North Rona[image: External link] and Sula Sgeir[image: External link], two small and remote islands. While Rona used to support a small population who grew grain and raised cattle, Sula Sgeir is an inhospitable rock. Thousands of northern gannets[image: External link] nest here, and by special arrangement some of their young, known as gugas are harvested annually by the men of Ness[image: External link].[46] The status of Rockall[image: External link], which is 367 kilometres (228 mi) to the west of North Uist and which the Island of Rockall Act 1972[image: External link] decreed to be a part of the Western Isles, remains a matter of international dispute.[47][48]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Geology




Most of the islands have a bedrock formed from Lewisian gneiss[image: External link]. These are amongst the oldest rocks in Europe, having been formed in the Precambrian[image: External link] period up to three billion years ago. In addition to the Outer Hebrides, they form basement deposits on the Scottish mainland west of the Moine Thrust[image: External link] and on the islands of Coll[image: External link] and Tiree[image: External link].[49] These rocks are largely igneous in origin, mixed with metamorphosed marble[image: External link], quartzite[image: External link] and mica schist[image: External link] and intruded by later basaltic dykes[image: External link] and granite magma.[50] The gneiss's delicate pink colours are exposed throughout the islands and it is sometimes referred to by geologists as "The Old Boy".[51][Note 3]

Granite intrusions are found in the parish of Barvas[image: External link] in west Lewis, and another forms the summit plateau of the mountain Roineabhal[image: External link] in Harris. The granite here is anorthosite[image: External link], and is similar in composition to rocks found in the mountains of the Moon[image: External link]. There are relatively small outcrops of Triassic[image: External link] sandstone at Broad Bay[image: External link] near Stornoway. The Shiant Isles and St Kilda are formed from much later tertiary basalt[image: External link] and basalt and gabbros[image: External link] respectively. The sandstone at Broad Bay was once thought to be Torridonian[image: External link] or Old Red Sandstone[image: External link].[7][53][54]
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 Climate




The Outer Hebrides have a cool temperate climate that is remarkably mild and steady for such a northerly latitude[image: External link], due to the influence of the North Atlantic Current[image: External link]. The average temperature for the year is 6 °C (44 °F) in January and 14 °C (57 °F) in summer. The average annual rainfall in Lewis is 1,100 millimetres (43 in) and sunshine hours range from 1,100 to 1,200 per year. The summer days are relatively long and May to August is the driest period.[55] Winds are a key feature of the climate and even in summer there are almost constant breezes. According to the writer W. H. Murray[image: External link] if a visitor asks an islander for a weather forecast "he will not, like a mainlander answer dry, wet or sunny, but quote you a figure from the Beaufort Scale[image: External link]."[56] There are gales one day in six at the Butt of Lewis[image: External link] and small fish are blown onto the grass on top of 190 metre (620 ft) high cliffs at Barra Head[image: External link] during winter storms.[57]
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 Prehistory




The Hebrides were originally settled in the Mesolithic era[image: External link] and have a diversity of important prehistoric[image: External link] sites. Eilean Dòmhnuill[image: External link] in Loch Olabhat on North Uist[image: External link] was constructed around 3200–2800 BC and may be Scotland's earliest crannog[image: External link] (a type of artificial island).[58][59] The Callanish Stones[image: External link], dating from about 2900 BC, are the finest example of a stone circle[image: External link] in Scotland, the 13 primary monoliths[image: External link] of between one and five metres high creating a circle about 13 metres (43 ft) in diameter.[60][61][62] Cladh Hallan[image: External link] on South Uist[image: External link], the only site in the UK where prehistoric mummies[image: External link] have been found, and the impressive ruins of Dun Carloway[image: External link] broch[image: External link] on Lewis both date from the Iron Age[image: External link].[63][64][65]
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 Etymology




The earliest written references that have survived relating to the islands were made by Pliny the Elder[image: External link] in his Natural History, where he states that there are 30 Hebudes, and makes a separate reference to Dumna, which Watson (1926) concludes is unequivocally the Outer Hebrides. Writing about 80 years later, in 140–150 AD, Ptolemy[image: External link], drawing on the earlier naval expeditions of Agricola[image: External link], also distinguished between the Ebudes, of which he writes there were only five (and thus possibly meaning the Inner Hebrides[image: External link]) and Dumna.[66][67] Dumna is cognate with the Early Celtic[image: External link] dumnos and means the "deep-sea isle".[67] Pliny probably took his information from Pytheas[image: External link] of Massilia[image: External link] who visited Britain sometime between 322 and 285 BC. It is possible that Ptolemy did as well, as Agricola's information about the west coast of Scotland was of poor quality.[66][67] Breeze also suggests that Dumna might be Lewis and Harris[image: External link], the largest island of the Outer Hebrides although he conflates this single island with the name "Long Island".[66] Watson (1926) states that the meaning of Ptolemy's Eboudai is unknown and that the root may be pre-Celtic.[68] Murray (1966) claims that Ptolemy's Ebudae was originally derived from the Old Norse[image: External link] Havbredey, meaning "isles on the edge of the sea". This idea is often repeated but no firm evidence of this derivation has emerged.[69]

Other early written references include the flight of the Nemed[image: External link] people from Ireland to Domon, which is mentioned in the 12th-century Lebor Gabála Érenn[image: External link] and a 13th-century poem concerning Raghnall mac Gofraidh[image: External link], then the heir to the throne of Mann and the Isles[image: External link], who is said to have "broken the gate of Magh Domhna". Magh Domhna means "the plain of Domhna (or Domon)", but the precise meaning of the text is not clear.[67]

In Irish mythology[image: External link] the islands were the home of the Fomorians[image: External link], described as "huge and ugly" and "ship men of the sea". They were pirates, extracting tribute from the coasts of Ireland and one of their kings was Indech mac Dé Domnand (i.e. Indech, son of the goddess Domnu, who ruled over the deep seas).[70]

In modern Gaelic the islands are sometimes referred to collectively as An t-Eilean Fada (the Long Island)[51] or Na h-Eileanan a-Muigh (the Outer Isles).[71] Innse Gall (islands of the foreigners or strangers) is also heard occasionally, a name that was originally used by mainland Highlanders[image: External link] when the islands were ruled by the Norse.[72]

The individual island and place names in the Outer Hebrides have mixed Gaelic and Norse origins. Various Gaelic terms are used repeatedly:[73]



	Gaelic root
	Derived forms
	Anglicised as
	Origin and meaning



	-aigh
	
	-ay/-ey
	generally from the Norse øy meaning "island"



	beag
	bheag, bige, bhige, beaga, bheaga
	beg
	small



	dearg
	dhearg, deirge, dheirge, deirg, dheirg, dearga, dhearga
	derg
	red



	dubh
	dhubh, duibh, dhuibh, duibhe, dhuibhe, dubha, dhubha
	
	black; hidden



	glas
	ghlas, glais, ghlais, glaise, ghlaise, glasa, ghlasa
	
	grey, green



	ear
	
	
	east, eastern



	eilean
	eilein, eileanan
	
	from the Norse eyland meaning "island"



	iar
	
	
	west, western



	mòr
	mhòr, mòire, mhòire}, mòra, mhòra, mòir, mhòir
	more
	big, great



	rubha
	rubhannan
	
	promontory



	sgeir
	sgeirean
	skerry
	skerry; often refers to a rock or rocks that lie submerged at high tide.




There are also several islands called Orasaigh[image: External link] from the Norse Örfirirsey meaning "tidal" or "ebb island".[73]
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 History




In Scotland, the Celtic Iron Age[image: External link] way of life, often troubled but never extinguished by Rome, re-asserted itself when the legions abandoned any permanent occupation in 211 AD.[74] Hanson (2003) writes: "For many years it has been almost axiomatic in studies of the period that the Roman conquest must have had some major medium or long-term impact on Scotland. On present evidence that cannot be substantiated either in terms of environment, economy, or, indeed, society. The impact appears to have been very limited. The general picture remains one of broad continuity, not of disruption ... The Roman presence in Scotland was little more than a series of brief interludes within a longer continuum of indigenous development."[75] The Romans' direct impact on the Highlands and Islands was scant and there is no evidence that they ever actually landed in the Outer Hebrides.[76]

The later Iron Age[image: External link] inhabitants of the northern and western Hebrides were probably Pictish[image: External link], although the historical record is sparse. Hunter (2000) states that in relation to King Bridei I of the Picts[image: External link] in the sixth century AD: "As for Shetland, Orkney, Skye and the Western Isles, their inhabitants, most of whom appear to have been Pictish in culture and speech at this time, are likely to have regarded Bridei as a fairly distant presence."[77] The island of Pabbay is the site of the Pabbay Stone, the only extant Pictish symbol stone[image: External link] in the Outer Hebrides. This 6th century stele[image: External link] shows a flower, V-rod and lunar crescent to which has been added a later and somewhat crude cross.[78]
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 Norse control




Main article: History of the Outer Hebrides[image: External link]


Viking[image: External link] raids began on Scottish shores towards the end of the 8th century AD and the Hebrides came under Norse control and settlement during the ensuing decades, especially following the success of Harald Fairhair[image: External link] at the Battle of Hafrsfjord[image: External link] in 872.[79][80] In the Western Isles Ketill Flatnose[image: External link] was the dominant figure of the mid 9th century, by which time he had amassed a substantial island realm and made a variety of alliances with other Norse[image: External link] leaders. These princelings nominally owed allegiance to the Norwegian crown, although in practice the latter's control was fairly limited.[81] Norse control of the Hebrides was formalised in 1098 when Edgar of Scotland[image: External link] formally signed the islands over to Magnus III of Norway[image: External link].[82] The Scottish acceptance of Magnus III as King of the Isles came after the Norwegian king had conquered Orkney[image: External link], the Hebrides and the Isle of Man[image: External link] in a swift campaign earlier the same year, directed against the local Norwegian leaders of the various islands petty kingdoms. By capturing the islands Magnus imposed a more direct royal control, although at a price. His skald[image: External link] Bjorn Cripplehand recorded that in Lewis "fire played high in the heaven" as "flame spouted from the houses" and that in the Uists "the king dyed his sword red in blood".[82] Thompson (1968) provides a more literal translation: "Fire played in the fig-trees of Liodhus; it mounted up to heaven. Far and wide the people were driven to flight. The fire gushed out of the houses".[83]

The Hebrides were now part of Kingdom of the Isles, whose rulers were themselves vassals of the Kings of Norway. The Kingdom had two parts: the Suðr-eyjar or South Isles encompassing the Hebrides[image: External link] and the Isle of Man[image: External link]; and the Norðr-eyjar or North Isles of Orkney and Shetland[image: External link]. This situation lasted until the partitioning of the Western Isles in 1156, at which time the Outer Hebrides remained under Norwegian control while the Inner Hebrides broke out under Somerled[image: External link], the Norse-Celtic kinsman of the Manx royal house.[84]

Following the ill-fated 1263 expedition of Haakon IV of Norway[image: External link], the Outer Hebrides along with the Isle of Man, were yielded to the Kingdom of Scotland a result of the 1266 Treaty of Perth[image: External link].[85] Although their contribution to the islands can still be found in personal and placenames, the archaeological record of the Norse period is very limited. The best known find from this time is the Lewis chessmen[image: External link], which date from the mid 12th century.[86]
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 Scots rule




As the Norse era drew to a close the Norse-speaking[image: External link] princes were gradually replaced by Gaelic-speaking clan[image: External link] chiefs including the MacLeods[image: External link] of Lewis and Harris, the MacDonalds[image: External link] of the Uists[image: External link] and MacNeil of Barra[image: External link].[83][87][Note 4] This transition did little to relieve the islands of internecine strife although by the early 14th century the MacDonald Lords of the Isles[image: External link], based on Islay[image: External link], were in theory these chiefs' feudal superiors and managed to exert some control.[91]

The growing threat that Clan Donald posed to the Scottish crown led to the forcible dissolution of the Lordship of the Isles by James IV[image: External link] in 1493, but although the king had the power to subdue the organised military might of the Hebrides, he and his immediate successors lacked the will or ability to provide an alternative form of governance.[92] The House of Stuart[image: External link]'s attempts to control the Outer Hebrides were then at first desultory and little more than punitive expeditions. In 1506 the Earl of Huntly[image: External link] besieged and captured Stornoway Castle using cannon. In 1540 James V[image: External link] himself conducted a royal tour, forcing the clan chiefs to accompany him. There followed a period of peace, but all too soon the clans were at loggerheads again.[93]

In 1598 King James VI[image: External link] authorised some "Gentleman Adventurers" from Fife[image: External link] to civilise the "most barbarous Isle of Lewis". Initially successful, the colonists were driven out by local forces commanded by Murdoch and Neil MacLeod, who based their forces on Bearasaigh[image: External link] in Loch Ròg. The colonists tried again in 1605 with the same result but a third attempt in 1607 was more successful, and in due course Stornoway became a Burgh of Barony[image: External link].[94][95] By this time Lewis was held by the Mackenzies of Kintail, (later the Earls of Seaforth[image: External link]), who pursued a more enlightened approach, investing in fishing in particular. The historian W. C. MacKenzie was moved to write:[96]


At the end of the 17th century, the picture we have of Lewis that of a people pursuing their avocation in peace, but not in plenty. The Seaforths ... , besides establishing orderly Government in the island.. had done a great deal to rescue the people from the slough of ignorance and incivility in which they found themselves immersed. But in the sphere of economics their policy apparently was of little service to the community.



The Seaforth's royalist inclinations led to Lewis becoming garrisoned during the Wars of the Three Kingdoms[image: External link] by Cromwell's[image: External link] troops, who destroyed the old castle in Stornoway and in 1645 Lewismen fought on the royalist side at the Battle of Auldearn[image: External link].[97] A new era of Hebridean involvement in the affairs of the wider world was about to commence.
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 British era




With the implementation of the Treaty of Union[image: External link] in 1707 the Hebrides became part of the new Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link], but the clan's loyalties to a distant monarch were not strong. A considerable number of islandmen "came out" in support of the Jacobite Earl of Mar[image: External link] in the "15"[image: External link] although the response to the 1745 rising was muted.[97] Nonetheless the aftermath of the decisive Battle of Culloden[image: External link], which effectively ended Jacobite hopes of a Stuart restoration, was widely felt. The British government's strategy was to estrange the clan chiefs from their kinsmen and turn their descendants into English-speaking landlords whose main concern was the revenues their estates brought rather than the welfare of those who lived on them. This may have brought peace to the islands, but in the following century it came at a terrible price.

The Highland Clearances[image: External link] of the 19th century destroyed communities throughout the Highlands and Islands[image: External link] as the human populations were evicted and replaced with sheep farms.[98] For example, Colonel Gordon[image: External link] of Cluny[image: External link], owner of Barra, South Uist and Benbecula evicted thousands of islanders using trickery and cruelty and even offered to sell Barra to the government as a penal colony.[99] Islands such as Fuaigh Mòr[image: External link] were completely cleared of their populations and even today the subject is recalled with bitterness and resentment in some areas.[100] The position was exacerbated by the failure of the islands' kelp[image: External link] industry, which thrived from the 18th century until the end of the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link] in 1815[101] and large scale emigration became endemic. For example, hundreds left North Uist for Cape Breton[image: External link], Nova Scotia[image: External link].[102] The pre-clearance population of the island had been almost 5,000, although by 1841 it had fallen to 3,870 and was only 2,349 by 1931.[103][104]

For those who remained new economic opportunities emerged through the export of cattle, commercial fishing and tourism. During the summer season in the 1860s and 1870s five thousand inhabitants of Lewis could be found in Wick[image: External link] on the mainland of Scotland, employed on the fishing boats and at the quaysides.[105] Nonetheless emigration and military service became the choice of many[106] and the archipelago's populations continued to dwindle throughout the late 19th and 20th centuries. By 2001 the population of North Uist was only 1,271.[35][104]

The work of the Napier Commission[image: External link] and the Congested Districts Board[image: External link], and the passing of the Crofting Act of 1886[image: External link] helped, but social unrest continued.[107] In July 1906 grazing land on Vatersay[image: External link] was raided by landless men from Barra and its isles. Lady Gordon Cathcart[image: External link] took legal action against the "raiders" but the visiting judge took the view that she had neglected her duties as a landowner and that "long indifference to the necessities of the cottars had gone far to drive them to exasperation".[108] Millennia of continuous occupation notwithstanding, many of the remoter islands were abandoned — Mingulay[image: External link] in 1912, Hirta[image: External link] in 1930, and Ceann Iar[image: External link] in 1942 among them. This process involved a transition from these places being perceived as relatively self-sufficient agricultural economies[109] to a view becoming held by both island residents and outsiders alike that they lacked the essential services of a modern industrial economy.[110]

There were gradual economic improvements, among the most visible of which was the replacement of the traditional thatched blackhouse[image: External link] with accommodation of a more modern design. The creation of the Highlands and Islands Development Board[image: External link] and the discovery of substantial deposits of North Sea oil[image: External link] in 1965, the establishment of a unitary local authority for the islands in 1975 and more recently the renewables sector[image: External link] have all contributed to a degree of economic stability in recent decades. The Arnish yard[image: External link] has had a chequered history but has been a significant employer in both the oil and renewables industries.[111] Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, the local authority, employs 2,000 people, making it the largest employer in the Outer Hebrides.[112] See also the "Innse Gall area plan 2010"[113] and the Comhairle's "Factfile - Economy".[114]
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 Economy




Modern commercial activities centre on tourism, crofting[image: External link], fishing, and weaving including the manufacture of Harris tweed[image: External link]. Some of the larger islands have development trusts[image: External link] that support the local economy and, in striking contrast to the 19th and 20th century domination by absentee landlords, more than two thirds of the Western Isles population now lives on community-owned estates.[115][116] However the economic position of the islands remains relatively precarious. The Western Isles, including Stornoway, are defined by Highlands and Islands Enterprise[image: External link] as an economically "Fragile Area" and they have an estimated trade deficit of some £163.4 million. Overall, the area is relatively reliant on primary industries and the public sector, and fishing and fish farming in particular are vulnerable to environmental impacts, changing market pressures, and European legislation.[114]

There is some optimism about the possibility of future developments in, for example, renewable energy generation, tourism, and education, and after declines in the 20th century the population has stabilised since 2003, although it is ageing.[114][117]
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 Politics and local government




Main article: Comhairle nan Eilean Siar[image: External link]


From the passing of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1889[image: External link] to 1975 Lewis formed part of the county[image: External link] of Ross and Cromarty[image: External link] and the rest of the archipelago, including Harris[image: External link], was part of Inverness-shire[image: External link].[118]

The Outer Hebrides became a unitary council[image: External link] area in 1975, although in most of the rest of Scotland similar unitary councils were not established until 1996.[119][120] Since then, the islands have formed one of the 32 unitary council areas[image: External link] that now cover the whole country, with the council officially known by its Gaelic name, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar[image: External link] under the terms of the Local Government (Gaelic Names) (Scotland) Act 1997[image: External link]. The council has its base in Stornoway on Lewis and is often known locally simply as "the Comhairle" or a' Chomhairle.[121] The Comhairle is one of only three Councils in Scotland with a majority of elected members who are independents[image: External link]. The other independent run Councils are Shetland[image: External link] and Orkney[image: External link]. Moray[image: External link] is run by a Conservative/Independent coalition.[122][123]

The name for the British Parliament constituency covering this area is Na h-Eileanan an Iar[image: External link], the seat being held by Angus MacNeil[image: External link] MP since 2005, while the Scottish Parliament constituency for the area is Na h-Eileanan an Iar[image: External link], the incumbent being Alasdair Allan[image: External link] MSP.

The Scottish independence referendum[image: External link] has led some islanders to call for a debate on the constitutional position of the Western Isles[image: External link], linked with similar initiatives in Orkney[image: External link] and Shetland[image: External link].
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 Scottish Gaelic language




The Outer Hebrides have historically been a very strong Scottish Gaelic[image: External link] (Gàidhlig) speaking area. Both the 1901 and 1921 census reported that all parishes were over 75% Gaelic speaking, including areas of high population density such as Stornoway. However, the Education (Scotland) Act 1872[image: External link] mandated English-only education, and is now recognised as having dealt a major blow to the language. People still living can recall being beaten for speaking Gaelic in school.[124] Nonetheless, by 1971 most areas were still more than 75% Gaelic speaking – with the exception of Stornoway[image: External link], Benbecula[image: External link] and South Uist[image: External link] at 50-74%.[125]

In the 2001 census, each island overall was over 50% Gaelic speaking – South Uist[image: External link] (71%), Harris[image: External link] (69%), Barra[image: External link] (68%), North Uist[image: External link] (67%), Lewis[image: External link] (56%) and Benbecula[image: External link] (56%). With 59.3% of Gaelic speakers or a total of 15,723 speakers, this made the Outer Hebrides the most strongly coherent Gaelic speaking area in Scotland.[125][126]

Most areas were between 60-74% Gaelic speaking and the areas with the highest density of over 80% are Scalpay near Harris[image: External link], Newtonferry[image: External link] and Kildonan, whilst Daliburgh[image: External link], Linshader, Eriskay[image: External link], Brue[image: External link], Boisdale, West Harris[image: External link], Ardveenish[image: External link], Soval, Ness[image: External link], and Bragar[image: External link] all have more than 75%. The areas with the lowest density of speakers are Stornoway (44%), Braigh (41%), Melbost[image: External link] (41%), and Balivanich[image: External link] (37%).[125]

The Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act[image: External link] was enacted by the Scottish Parliament[image: External link] in 2005 to provide continuing support for the language.[127] However, by 2011 the overall percentage of Gaelic speakers in the Outer Hebrides had fallen to 52%.[128]
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 Transport




Scheduled ferry[image: External link] services between the Outer Hebrides and the Scottish Mainland and Inner Hebrides operate on the following routes:


	
Oban[image: External link] to Castlebay[image: External link] on Barra[image: External link] and Lochboisdale[image: External link] on South Uist[image: External link]


	
Uig[image: External link] on Skye[image: External link] to Tarbert[image: External link] on Harris[image: External link]


	
Uig[image: External link] on Skye[image: External link] to Lochmaddy[image: External link] on North Uist[image: External link]


	
Ullapool[image: External link] to Stornoway[image: External link] on Lewis[image: External link]


	
Tiree[image: External link] to Castlebay[image: External link], Barra[image: External link] (summer only).



Other ferries operate between some of the islands.[129]

National Rail services are available for onward journeys, from stations at Oban[image: External link], which has direct services to Glasgow. However, parliamentary approval notwithstanding, plans in the 1890s to lay a railway connection to Ullapool[image: External link] were unable to obtain sufficient funding.[130]

There are scheduled flights from Stornoway[image: External link], Benbecula[image: External link] and Barra[image: External link] airports both inter-island and to the mainland. Barra's airport is claimed to be the only one in the world to have scheduled flights landing on a beach. At high water the runways are under the sea so flight times vary with the tide.[131][132]

Bus services are operated by Bus na Comhairle[image: External link], based in Stornoway, and by numerous other operators.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Shipwrecks




The archipelago is exposed to wind and tide, and lighthouses[image: External link] are sited as an aid to navigation at locations from Barra Head in the south to the Butt of Lewis in the north.[133] There are numerous sites of wrecked ships, and the Flannan Isles[image: External link] are the location of an enduring mystery that occurred in December 1900, when all three lighthouse keepers vanished without trace.[134]

Annie Jane, a three-masted immigrant ship out of Liverpool[image: External link] bound for Montreal, Canada[image: External link], struck rocks off the West Beach of Vatersay during a storm on Tuesday 28 September, 1853. Within ten minutes the ship began to founder and break up casting 450 people into the raging sea. In spite of the conditions, islanders tried to rescue the passengers and crew. The remains of 350 men, women and children were buried in the dunes behind the beach and a small cairn and monument marks the site.[135]

The tiny Beasts of Holm off the east coast of Lewis were the site of the sinking of HMS  Iolaire[image: External link] during the first few hours of 1919,[136] one of the worst maritime disasters in United Kingdom waters during the 20th century. Calvay[image: External link] in the Sound of Barra provided the inspiration for Compton MacKenzie[image: External link]'s novel Whisky Galore[image: External link] after the SS  Politician[image: External link] ran aground there with a cargo of single malt[image: External link] in 1941.
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 Religion, culture and sport




Main article: Religion in the Outer Hebrides[image: External link]


Christianity[image: External link] has deep roots in the Western Isles, but owing mainly to the different allegiances of the clans in the past, the people in the northern islands (Lewis, Harris, North Uist) have historically been predominantly Presbyterian, and those of the southern islands (Benbecula, South Uist, Barra) predominantly Roman Catholic[image: External link].[137]

At the time of the 2001 Census, 42% of the population identified themselves as being affiliated with the Church of Scotland[image: External link], with 13% Roman Catholic and 28% with other Christian churches. Many of this last group belong to the Free Church of Scotland[image: External link], known for its strict observance of the Sabbath[image: External link].[138] 11% stated that they had no religion.[Note 5] This made the Western Isles the Scottish council area with the smallest percentage of atheists in the population. There are also small Episcopalian[image: External link] congregations in Lewis and Harris and the Outer Hebrides are part of the Diocese of Argyll and The Isles[image: External link] in both the Episcopalian and Catholic traditions.[140][141]

Gaelic music[image: External link] is popular in the islands and the Lewis and Harris Traditional Music Society plays an active role in promoting the genre.[142] Fèis Bharraigh[image: External link] began in 1981 with the aim of developing the practice and study of the Gaelic language, literature, music, drama and culture on the islands of Barra and Vatersay. A two-week festival, it has inspired 43 other feisean throughout Scotland.[143] The Lewis Pipe Band[image: External link] was founded in 1904 and the Lewis and Harris Piping Society in 1977.[142]

Outdoor activities including rugby, football, golf, shinty, fishing, riding, canoeing, athletics, and multi-sports are popular in the Western Isles. The Hebridean Challenge is an adventure race run in five daily stages, which takes place along the length of the islands and includes hill and road running, road and mountain biking, short sea swims and demanding sea kayaking sections. There are four main sports centres: Ionad Spors Leodhais in Stornoway, which has a 25 m swimming pool; Harris Sports Centre; Lionacleit Sports Centre on Benbecula; and Castlebay[image: External link] Sports Centre on Barra. The Western Isles is a member of the International Island Games Association[image: External link].[144][145]

South Uist is home to the Askernish Golf Course. The oldest links in the Outer Hebrides, it was designed by Old Tom Morris[image: External link]. Although it was in use until the 1930s, its existence was largely forgotten until 2005 and it is now being restored to Morris's original design.[146][147]

I Know Where I'm Going![image: External link] is a 1945 British drama/romance film set mostly in the Outer Hebrides, depicting local lifestyles and speech.
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 See also





	Hebridean Myths and Legends[image: External link]

	List of places in the Western Isles[image: External link]

	List of rulers of the Kingdom of the Isles[image: External link]

	List of islands of Scotland[image: External link]

	Ljótólfr[image: External link]

	Leod[image: External link]

	List of Category A listed buildings in the Western Isles[image: External link]

	Comhairle nan Eilean Siar election, 2012[image: External link]

	Virtual Hebrides[image: External link]

	Constitutional status of Orkney, Shetland and the Western Isles[image: External link]

	Solar eclipse of 1 May 1185[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Murray (1973) notes that "Western Isles" has tended to mean "Outer Hebrides" since the creation of the Na h-Eileanan an Iar[image: External link] or Western Isles parliamentary constituency in 1918. The phrase can also be used to refer to the Hebrides[image: External link] in general. Murray also notes that "Gneiss Islands"—a reference to the underlying geology – is another name used to refer to the Outer Hebrides but that its use is "confined to books".[4]


	
^ This tidal isle is at (grid reference[image: External link] NF860580)[image: External link] and the evidence of both Ordnance Survey maps and photographs (e.g. "Houses on Seana Bhaile "[image: External link] Geograph. Retrieved 10 August 2009) indicates a resident population. There is even a name, Seana Bhaile (English: "Old Town") for the main settlement. However, neither the census nor the main reference work (Haswell-Smith 2004) refer to the island. Its population is presumably included in nearby Grimsay by the census.


	
^ Lewisian gneiss is sometimes described as the oldest rock found in Europe, but trondhjemite gneiss recently measured at Siurua in Finland[image: External link] has been dated to 3.4–3.5 Ga.[52]


	
^ The transitional relationships between Norse and Gaelic-speaking rulers are complex. The Gall-Ghàidhels[image: External link] who dominated much of the Irish Sea region and western Scotland at this time were of joint Gaelic and Scandinavian origin. When Somerled wrested the southern Inner Hebrides from Godred the Black[image: External link] in 1156, this was the beginnings of a break with nominal Norse rule in the Hebrides. Godred remained the ruler of Mann and the Outer Hebrides, but two years later Somerled's invasion of the former caused him to flee to Norway. Norse control was further weakened in the ensuring century, but the Hebrides were not formally ceded by Norway until 1266.[88][89] The transitions from one language to another are also complex. For example, many Scandinavian sources from this period of time typically refer to individuals as having a Scandinavian first name and a Gaelic by-name.[90]


	
^ The 2001 census statistics used are based on local authority areas but do not specifically identify Free Church or Episcopal adherents. 4% of the respondents did not answer this census question and the total for all other religions combined is 1 per cent.[139]
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Frederick Trump






This article is about the German American businessman. For his son, see Fred Trump.

Frederick Trump (born Friedrich Trump; March 14, 1869 – May 27, 1918) was a German-American businessman. Born in Kallstadt, in the Kingdom of Bavaria[image: External link] (now in Rhineland-Palatinate[image: External link], Germany), he emigrated to the United States at the age of 16 and started working as a barber. Several years later in 1891, he moved to the Northwest. He made his fortune operating boom-town restaurants and boarding houses[image: External link] in Seattle[image: External link] and a mining town to the north, and in the Klondike Gold Rush.[1][2] He later returned to Germany and married. When authorities found that he had emigrated when young to avoid fulfilling his military service, he lost his Bavarian citizenship; he and his family returned to the United States.

He worked as a barber and hotel manager, and began to acquire real estate in Queens. He was the father of Fred and John G. Trump, and grandfather of Donald Trump, the 45th President of the United States.
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 Early life




Friedrich Trump was born in Kallstadt, Palatinate, then part of the Kingdom of Bavaria[image: External link], to Johannes Trump and Katharina Kober.[3]:28 Confessionally, the village was Lutheran[4] like most of the Palatinate but in contrast to the Bavarian mainland which was overwhelmingly Catholic. Trump's earliest known male ancestor is Johann Paul Trump (1727–1792) who lived in the nearby village of Bobenheim am Berg[image: External link] and whose son Johannes Trump (1789–1835) moved to Kallstadt around 1800.[5] (As to "Drumpf", see below.) The Palatinate, then a relatively impoverished region, has been known for its viticulture[image: External link] since the Roman Empire[image: External link].

Through much of the 19th century to 1871, the Palatinate was part of the Kingdom of Bavaria[image: External link]. That year Bavaria became part of the new German Empire[image: External link]. During periods of war and anti-German discrimination in the United States, Trump's son Fred later denied his German heritage, claiming his father had been a Swede from Karlstad[image: External link].[6] This version was recounted by Fred's son Donald in his 1987 autobiography.[7]

After being sick with emphysema[image: External link] for ten years, Trump’s father, Johannes, died on July 6, 1877, at the age of 48, leaving the family in severe debt from medical expenses.[3]:28 While five of the six children worked in the family grape fields, Friedrich was considered too sickly to endure such hard labor.[3]:29 In 1883, then aged 14, he was sent to nearby Frankenthal[image: External link] by his mother to work as a barber’s apprentice and learn the trade.

Trump worked seven days a week for two and a half years under barber Friedrich Lang. After completing his apprenticeship, he returned to Kallstadt, a small town of 1,000. He quickly discovered there was not enough business to earn a living. He was also approaching the age of eligibility for conscripion[image: External link] to military service[image: External link] in the Imperial German Army[image: External link]. He quickly decided to emigrate to the United States[image: External link], later saying, "I agreed with my mother that I should go to America."[3]:30 Years later, his family members said that he departed secretly at night, leaving his mother a note.[3]:30–31
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 Immigration to the United States




In 1885, at age 16, Trump emigrated via Bremen, Germany[image: External link], to the United States aboard the steamship Eider[image: External link], departing on October 7[3]:32 and arriving at the Castle Garden[image: External link] Emigrant Landing Depot in New York City[image: External link] on October 19. U.S. immigration records list his name as "Friedr. Trumpf" and his occupation as "none".[8] He moved in with his older sister Katharina – who had emigrated in 1883[3]:31 – and her husband Fred Schuster, also from Kallstadt. Only a few hours after arriving, he met a German-speaking barber who was looking for an employee,[3]:25 and the new American began working the following day.[3]:34 He worked as a barber for six years.[2] Trump lived with his relatives in the Lower East Side[image: External link] of Manhattan[image: External link] in a neighborhood with many Palatine German immigrants, at 76 Forsyth Street[image: External link].[3]:33 Because the cost of operating at 76 Forsyth Street was getting expensive, they later moved to 606 East 17th Street[3]:37 and to 2012 2nd Avenue[image: External link].[3]:39

In 1891, Trump moved to Seattle[image: External link], in the newly admitted U.S. state of Washington[image: External link]. With his life savings of several hundred dollars, he bought the Poodle Dog, which he renamed the Dairy Restaurant, and supplied it with new tables, chairs, and a range.[2] Located at 208 Washington Street, the Dairy Restaurant was in the middle of Seattle’s Red Light District[image: External link]; Washington Street was nicknamed "the Line" and included an assortment of saloons, casinos, and brothels. Blair, the biographer, called it "a hotbed of sex, booze, and money, [it] was the indisputable center of the action in Seattle."[3]:41 The restaurant served food and liquor and was advertised to include "Rooms for Ladies", a common euphemism for prostitution.[3]:50 Trump lived in Seattle until early 1893[3]:59 and voted in Washington's first presidential election in 1892[image: External link],[3]:50 becoming a U.S. citizen.[3]:94

On 14 February 1894, Trump sold the Dairy Restaurant, and in March, he moved to the emerging mining town of Monte Cristo, Washington[image: External link] in Snohomish County[image: External link] north of Seattle.[9] After evidence of mineral deposits had been discovered in 1889, Monte Cristo was expected to produce a fortune in gold and silver. Many prospectors moved to the area in hopes of becoming rich. Rumors about financial investments by millionaire John D. Rockefeller[image: External link] in the entire Everett[image: External link] area created an exaggerated expectation of the area's potential.[3]:53–58

Before leaving Seattle, Trump bought 40 acres (16 ha) in the Pine Lake Plateau[image: External link], twelve miles (19 km) east of the city, for $200, which was the first major real estate purchase of the Trump family.[3]:59 In Monte Cristo, Trump found a plot of land near the later train station that he wanted to build a hotel on, but could not afford the $1,000-per-acre fee to purchase it. Instead, he filed a Gold placer claim[image: External link] on the land, which allowed him to claim exclusive mineral rights to the land without having to pay for it,[3]:60 even though the land had already been claimed by Everett resident Nicholas Rudebeck. At that time, the U.S. Land Office[image: External link] was known to be corrupt and frequently allowed such multiple claims. Despite the placer's claim providing Trump no right to build any structure on the land, he quickly bought lumber to build a new boarding house and operate it similarly to the Dairy Restaurant. He never tried to mine gold on the land. Blair described Trump as “mining the miners” since they needed a place to sleep at night while they were mining.[3]:61In July 1894, Rudebeck filed to incorporate the land and sent an agent to collect rent; this was apparently unsuccessful since the people of Monte Cristo did not pay attention to legal titles.[3]:66 Trump finally bought the land in December 1894.[3]:69 While in Monte Cristo, Trump was elected in 1896 as justice of the peace[image: External link] by a 32-to-5 margin.[3]:71

Years of mining had revealed that there was not nearly as much gold and silver in Monte Cristo than had once been believed,[3]:68 and in August 1894, Rockefeller pulled out of most of his investment in the area, creating the "Everett bubble burst."[3]:67 By the spring of 1896, most of the miners had left Monte Cristo. Trump suffered both from a shortage of workers and reduced business, although he had been one of the few people to make money in Monte Cristo. Trump prepared for the bubble burst by funding two miners in the Yukon[image: External link], Canada in exchange for them staking a claim for him.[3]:72 In July 1897, the Klondike Gold Rush began after boats loaded with gold arrived in San Francisco[image: External link] and Seattle. Thousands of people rushed to the area in hopes of making a fortune.[3]:73 Trump sold off most of his property in Monte Cristo a few weeks later and moved back to Seattle.[3]:74

In Seattle, Trump opened a new restaurant at 207 Cherry Street. Business was so good that he paid off the mortgage in four weeks. Meanwhile, on July 7, the two miners whom Trump had funded staked his claim at Hunker Creek, a tributary of the Klondike. After spending $15 to register the claim, they sold half of it for $400 the next day. A week later, another miner sold it for $1,000.[3]:77 On September 20, they staked a second claim, at Deadwood Creek. Half of it was sold in October for $150, while the other half was sold in December for $2,000. By early 1898, Trump had made enough money to go to the Yukon himself.[3]:79

He bought all the necessary supplies, sold off his remaining property in Monte Cristo and Seattle, and transferred his 40 acres in the Pine Lake Plateau to his sister Louise.[3]:78 In 1900, Louise sold the property for $250.[3]:80 In the winter following Trump's departure from Monte Cristo, the town suffered some of the worst avalanches and floods in its short history, and this time, Rockefeller refused to reconstruct the almost vital railroad to Everett.[3]:79
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 Role in Yukon gold rush




Blair said that when Trump left for the Yukon, he had no plans to do actual mining.[3]:81 He likely travelled the White Pass route,[3]:83 which included the notorious "Dead Horse trail", so named because drivers whipped animals of transport until they literally dropped dead on the trail and were left to decompose. In the spring of 1898, Trump and another miner named Ernest Levin opened a tent restaurant along the trail. Blair wrote that "a frequent dish was fresh-slaughtered, quick-frozen horse".[3]:84

In May 1898, Trump and Levin moved to Bennett, British Columbia[image: External link], a town known for prospectors building boats in order to travel to Dawson. In Bennett, Trump and Levin opened the Arctic Restaurant and Hotel, which offered fine dining and lodging in a sea of tents.[3]:85[10] The Arctic was also originally housed in a tent, but demand for the hotel and restaurant grew until it occupied a two-story building.[3][10] When describing the Arctic in a letter to the Yukon Sun newspaper, [a journalist?] wrote:


"For single men the Arctic has excellent accommodations as well as the best restaurant in Bennett, but I would not advise respectable women to go there to sleep as they are liable to hear that which would be repugnant to their feelings – and uttered, too, by the depraved of their own sex."[3]



The Arctic House was one of the largest and most extravagant restaurants in that region of the Klondike, offering fresh fruit and ptarmigan[image: External link] in addition to the staple of horsemeat[image: External link].[10] The Arctic was open 24 hours a day and advertised "Rooms for ladies", which included beds and scales for measuring gold dust. The local Canadian Mounties[image: External link] were known to tolerate vice so long as it was conducted discreetly.[3]:86

In 1900, the 111-mile-long (179 km) White Pass and Yukon Route[image: External link], a railroad between Skagway, Alaska[image: External link] and Whitehorse, Yukon[image: External link], was completed. Trump founded the White Horse Restaurant and Inn in White Horse.[3]:87–88[11] They moved the building by barge, relocated on Front Street, and were operational by June.[3]:88–89

The new restaurant, which included one of the largest steel ranges in the area, prepared 3,000 meals per day and had space for gambling. Despite the enormous financial success, Trump and Levin began fighting due to Levin’s drinking. They broke up their business relationship in February 1901, but reconciled in April. Around that time, the local government announced suppression on prostitution, gambling and liquor, though the crackdown was delayed by businessmen until later that year. In light of this impending threat to his business operation, Trump sold his share of the restaurant to Levin and left the Yukon.[2][3]:90–91 In the months that followed, Levin was arrested for public drunkenness and sent to jail, and the Arctic was taken over by the Mounties.[3]:92 The restaurant burned down in the White Horse fire of 1905.[12] Blair wrote that "once again, in a situation that created many losers, [Frederick Trump] managed to emerge a winner."[3]:93
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 Marriage and family




Trump returned to Kallstadt in 1901 as a wealthy man. Biographer Blair said that "the business of seeing to his customers’ need for food, drink and female companionship had been good to him."[3]:94 He quickly met and proposed to Elisabeth Christ (October 10, 1880 – June 6, 1966), daughter of a neighbor; she was 11 years younger than Trump, being 5 years old when he originally had left town.[13][14] Trump’s mother disapproved of Christ because she considered her family to be of a lower social class. Trump and Christ married on August 26, 1902, and moved to New York City.[3]:95

In New York, Trump found work as a barber and a restaurant and hotel manager. The couple lived at 1006 Westchester Avenue in the German-speaking Morrisania[image: External link] neighborhood of the Bronx[image: External link]. Their daughter Elizabeth was born on April 30, 1904. In May 1904, when Trump applied in New York for a U.S. passport to travel with his wife and his daughter, he listed his profession as "hotelkeeper".[15] Due to Elizabeth Sr.'s extreme homesickness, the family returned to Germany later that year.[3]:96 In Germany, Trump deposited into a bank his life’s savings of 80,000 marks, equivalent to $505,248 in 2016.[3]:96

Soon after the family arrived in Germany, Bavarian authorities determined that Trump had emigrated from Germany to avoid his military-service obligations, and he was classified as a draft dodger.[3]:98 On December 24, 1904 the Department of Interior announced an investigation to expel Trump from Germany. Officially, they found that he had violated the Resolution of the Royal Ministry of the Interior number 9916, an 1886 law that punished emigration to North America to avoid military service with the loss of German citizenship.[3]:99 For several months, Trump petitioned the government to allow him to stay but he was unsuccessful.[3]:100

He and his family returned to New York on June 30, 1905.[3]:102 Their son Fred was born on October 11, 1905, in the Bronx[image: External link], New York.[3]:110 The family lived at 539 East 177th Street. In 1907, their second son John was born. Later that year they moved to Woodhaven, Queens[image: External link]. While living in Queens, Trump opened a barber shop at 60 Wall Street in Manhattan.[3]:110
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 Later life and death




In 1908, Trump bought real estate on Jamaica Avenue[image: External link] in Woodhaven. Two years later, he moved his family into the building on the land, renting out several rooms. He also worked as a hotel manager at the Medallion Hotel on 6th Avenue[image: External link] and 23rd Street[image: External link].[3]:112 Trump intended to continue buying more land, but during World War I[image: External link], he kept a low profile because of anti-German feelings in the US due to the war. German-born citizens came under suspicion.[3]:113–115

One day in May 1918, while walking with his son Fred, Trump suddenly felt extremely sick and was rushed to bed. The next day, Memorial Day[image: External link] (May 27), he was dead. What was first diagnosed as pneumonia[image: External link] turned out to be one of the early cases of the 1918 flu pandemic, which caused millions of deaths around the world.[3]:116 He was 49 years old.

At his death his net holdings included a 2-story, 7-room home in Queens; 5 vacant lots; $4,000 in savings; $3600 in stocks; and 14 mortgages. Altogether his net worth was $31,359 ($499,900 today).[3]:118 Elizabeth Sr. and Fred continued his real estate projects under the Elizabeth Trump & Son moniker.
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 Surname




See also: Donald Trump (Last Week Tonight)[image: External link]


The immigration records list his name as Friedr. Trumpf, but sources including the genealogy organization FamilySearch[image: External link], a genealogist at About.com[image: External link], and the 2013 book America's Obsessives concluded that both his father and his aunt's surnames were Trump.[16][17][18] According to the German Gesellschaft für Computergenealogie, Trump's earliest known male ancestor was Johann Paul Trump (1727-1792) in Bobenheim am Berg.[5] The story of an itinerant lawyer Hanns Drumpf presented by Gwenda Blair in her book The Trumps (2000) who settled in Kallstadt in 1608 and whose descendants changed their name from Drumpf to Trump during the Thirty Years' War[image: External link] of the 1600s[image: External link][19][20][21] could not be substantiated and is not in accordance with the data provided by the German genealogists.[5] Journalist Kate Connolly, visiting Kallstadt, found several variations in spelling of the surname in the village archives (including Drumb, Tromb, Tromp, Trum, Trumpff, Dromb) but her article does not note "Drumpf".[22]
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Klondike, Yukon






The Klondike (/'klandaIk /[image: External link]) is a region of the Yukon[image: External link] territory in northwest Canada, east of the Alaskan[image: External link] border. It lies around the Klondike River[image: External link], a small river that enters the Yukon River[image: External link] from the east at Dawson City[image: External link].

The Klondike is famed because of the Klondike Gold Rush, which started in 1897 and lasted until 1899. Gold[image: External link] has been mined continuously in that area except for a hiatus in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

The name "Klondike" evolved from the Hän[image: External link] word Tr'ondëk, which means " hammerstone[image: External link] water". Early gold seekers found it difficult to pronounce the First Nations[image: External link] word, so "Klondike" was the result of this poor pronunciation.

Climate

The climate is warm in the short summer, and very cold during the long winter. By late October ice is formed over the rivers. The ground for the majority of the year is frozen to the depth of 1 to 3 metres (3 to 10 ft).[1]
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Coordinates[image: External link]: 64°3′45″N 139°25′50″W[image: External link]
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Klondike Gold Rush






"Alaskan gold rush" redirects here. For other gold rushes in Alaska, see gold rush[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 64°3′25″N 139°26′10″W[image: External link]

The Klondike Gold Rush[n 1] was a migration[image: External link] by an estimated 100,000 prospectors to the Klondike region of the Yukon[image: External link] in north-western Canada between 1896 and 1899. Gold[image: External link] was discovered there by local miners on August 16, 1896 and, when news reached Seattle[image: External link] and San Francisco[image: External link] the following year, it triggered a stampede of would-be prospectors. Some became wealthy, but the majority went in vain. It has been immortalized in photographs, books, films, and artifacts.

To reach the gold fields most took the route through the ports of Dyea[image: External link] and Skagway[image: External link] in Southeast Alaska[image: External link]. Here, the Klondikers could follow either the Chilkoot[image: External link] or the White Pass[image: External link] trails to the Yukon River[image: External link] and sail down to the Klondike. Each of them was required to bring a year's supply of food by the Canadian authorities in order to prevent starvation. In all, their equipment weighed close to a ton, which for most had to be carried in stages by themselves. Together with mountainous terrain and cold climate this meant that those who persisted did not arrive until summer 1898. Once there, they found few opportunities and many left disappointed.

Mining was challenging as the ore was distributed in an uneven manner and digging was made slow by permafrost[image: External link]. As a result, some miners chose to buy and sell claims, building up huge investments and letting others do the work. To accommodate the prospectors, boom towns sprang up along the routes and at their end Dawson City[image: External link] was founded at the confluence of the Klondike and the Yukon River. From a population of 500 in 1896, the town grew to house around 30,000 people by summer 1898. Built of wood, isolated and unsanitary, Dawson suffered from fires, high prices, and epidemics. Despite this, the wealthiest prospectors spent extravagantly gambling and drinking in the saloons[image: External link]. The Native Hän people[image: External link], on the other hand, suffered from the rush, being moved into a reserve[image: External link] to make way for the stampeders, and many died.

From 1898, the newspapers that had encouraged so many to travel to the Klondike lost interest in it. In the summer of 1899, gold was discovered around Nome[image: External link] in west Alaska[image: External link], and many prospectors left the Klondike for the new goldfields, marking the end of the rush. The boom towns declined and the population of Dawson City fell. Gold mining activity lasted until 1903 when production peaked after heavier equipment was brought in. Since then the Klondike has been mined on and off, and today the legacy draws tourists to the region and contributes to its prosperity.[n 2]
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 Background




The indigenous peoples in north-west America[image: External link] had traded in copper[image: External link] nuggets prior to European expansion[image: External link]. Most of the tribes were aware that gold existed in region but the metal was not valued by them.[2][3][4] The Russians[image: External link] and the Hudson's Bay Company[image: External link] had both explored the Yukon in the first half of the 19th century, but ignored the rumours of gold in favour of fur trading[image: External link], which offered more immediate profits.[2][n 3]

In the second half of the 19th century, American prospectors began to spread into the area.[6] Making deals with the Native Tlingit[image: External link] and Tagish[image: External link] tribes, the early prospectors opened the important routes of Chilkoot and White Pass, and reached the Yukon valley between 1870 and 1890.[7] Here, they encountered the Hän people, semi-nomadic hunters and fishermen who lived along the Yukon and Klondike Rivers.[8] The Hän did not appear to know about the extent of the gold deposits in the region.[n 4]

In 1883, Ed Schieffelin[image: External link] identified gold deposits along the Yukon River, and an expedition up the Fortymile River[image: External link] in 1886 discovered considerable amounts of it and founded Fortymile City.[9][10] The same year gold had been found on the banks of the Klondike River, but in small amounts and no claims were made.[5] By the late 1880s, several hundred miners were working their way along the Yukon valley, living in small mining camps and trading with the Hän.[11][12][13] On the Alaskan side of the border Circle City[image: External link], a logtown[image: External link], was established 1893 on the Yukon River. In three years it grew to become "the Paris of Alaska", with 1,200 inhabitants, saloons, opera houses, schools, and libraries. In 1896, it was so well known that a correspondent from the Chicago Daily Record came to visit. At the end of the year, it became a ghost town, when large gold deposits were found upstream on the Klondike.[14]
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 Discovery (1896)




Main article: Discovery Claim[image: External link]


On August 16, 1896, an American prospector named George Carmack[image: External link], his Tagish wife Kate Carmack[image: External link] (Shaaw Tláa), her brother Skookum Jim[image: External link] (Keish), and their nephew Dawson Charlie[image: External link] (K̲áa Goox̱) were travelling south of the Klondike River.[15] Following a suggestion from Robert Henderson, another prospector, they began looking for gold on Bonanza Creek[image: External link], then called Rabbit Creek, one of the Klondike's tributaries.[16] It is not clear who discovered the gold: George Carmack or Skookum Jim, but the group agreed to let George Carmack appear as the official discoverer because they feared that mining authorities would be reluctant to recognize a claim made by a Native American.[17][18][n 5]

In any event, gold was present along the river in huge quantities.[20] Carmack measured out four claims, strips of ground that could later be legally mined by the owner, along the river; these including two for himself—one as his normal claim, the second as a reward for having discovered the gold—and one each for Jim and Charlie.[21] The claims were registered next day at the police post at the mouth of the Fortymile River and news spread rapidly from there to other mining camps in the Yukon River valley.[22]

By the end of August, all of Bonanza Creek had been claimed by miners.[23] A prospector then advanced up into one of the creeks feeding into Bonanza, later to be named Eldorado Creek. He discovered new sources of gold there, which would prove to be even richer than those on Bonanza.[24] Claims began to be sold between miners and speculators for considerable sums.[25] Just before Christmas, word of the gold reached Circle City. Despite the winter, many prospectors immediately left for the Yukon by dog-sled, eager to reach the region before the best claims were taken.[26] The outside world was still largely unaware of the news and although Canadian officials had managed to send a message to their superiors in Ottawa[image: External link] about the finds and influx of prospectors, the government did not give it much attention.[27] The winter prevented river traffic, and it was not until June 1897 that the first boats left the area, carrying the freshly mined gold and the full story of the discoveries.[28]
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 Beginning of the stampede (July 1897)




In the Klondike stampede, an estimated 100,000 people tried to reach the Klondike goldfields, of whom only around 30,000 to 40,000 eventually did.[29][n 6] It formed the height of the Klondike gold rush from the summer of 1897 until the summer of 1898. It began on July 15, 1897 in San Francisco[image: External link] and was spurred further two days later in Seattle[image: External link], when the first of the early prospectors returned from the Klondike, bringing with them large amounts of gold on the ships Excelsior and Portland.[34] The press reported that a total of $1,139,000 (equivalent to $1,000 million at 2010 prices) had been brought in by these ships, although this proved to be an underestimate.[35][n 7] The migration of prospectors caught so much attention that it was joined by outfitters, writers and photographers.[37]

Various factors lay behind this sudden mass response. Economically, the news had reached the US at the height of a series of financial recessions and bank failures in the 1890s. The gold standard[image: External link] of the time tied paper money to the production of gold and shortages towards the end of the 19th century meant that gold dollars were rapidly increasing in value ahead of paper currencies and being hoarded.[38] This had contributed to the Panic of 1893[image: External link] and Panic of 1896[image: External link], which caused unemployment and financial uncertainty.[39] There was a huge, unresolved demand for gold across the developed world that the Klondike promised to fulfil and, for individuals, the region promised higher wages or financial security.[38][39]

Psychologically, the Klondike, as historian Pierre Berton[image: External link] describes, was "just far enough away to be romantic and just close enough to be accessible." Furthermore, the Pacific ports closest to the gold strikes were desperate to encourage trade and travel to the region.[40] The mass journalism of the period promoted the event and the human interest stories that lay behind it. A worldwide publicity campaign engineered largely by Erastus Brainerd[image: External link], a Seattle newspaper man, helped establish the city as the premier supply centre and the departure point for the gold fields.[41][42]

The prospectors came from many nations, although an estimated majority of 60 to 80 percent were Americans or recent immigrants to America.[43][44][n 8] Most had no experience in the mining industry, being clerks or salesmen.[46] Mass resignations of staff to join the gold rush became notorious.[47] In Seattle, this included the mayor, twelve policemen, and a significant percentage of the city's streetcar drivers.[48]

Some stampeders were famous: John McGraw[image: External link], the former governor of Washington joined, together with the prominent lawyer and sportsman A. Balliot. Frederick Burnham[image: External link], a well-known American scout and explorer, arrived from Africa, only to be called back to take part in the Second Boer War[image: External link].[49][50] Among those who documented the rush were the Swedish-born photographer Eric Hegg[image: External link], who took some of the iconic pictures of Chilkoot Pass, and reporter Tappan Adney[image: External link], who afterwards wrote a first-hand history of the stampede.[51][n 9] Jack London[image: External link], later a famous American writer, left to seek for gold but made his money during the rush mostly by working for prospectors.[53][n 10]

Seattle and San Francisco competed fiercely for business during the rush, with Seattle winning the larger share of trade.[54] Indeed, one of the first to join the gold rush was William D. Wood, the mayor of Seattle, who resigned and formed a company to transport prospectors to the Klondike.[41] The publicity around the gold rush led to a flurry of branded goods being put onto the market. Clothing, equipment, food, and medicines were all sold as "Klondike" goods, allegedly designed for the north-west.[55][n 11] Guidebooks were published, giving advice about routes, equipment, mining, and capital necessary for the enterprise.[58][59] The newspapers of the time termed this phenomenon "Klondicitis".[55]
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 Routes to the Klondike




The Klondike could only be reached by the Yukon River either upstream from its delta, downstream from its head or from somewhere in the middle through its tributaries. River boats could navigate the Yukon in the summer from the delta until a point called Whitehorse, above the Klondike. Travel in general was made difficult by both the geography and climate. The region was mountainous, the rivers winding and sometimes impassable; the short summers could be hot, while from October to June, during the long winters, temperatures could drop below −50 °C (−58 °F).[61][62][n 13]

Aids for the travellers to carry their supplies varied; some had brought dogs, horses, mules, or oxen, whereas others had to rely on carrying their equipment on their backs or on sleds pulled by hand.[65] Shortly after the stampede began in 1897, the Canadian authorities had introduced rules requiring anyone entering Yukon Territory to bring with them a year's supply of food; typically this weighed around 1,150 pounds (520 kg).[66] By the time camping equipment, tools and other essentials were included, a typical traveller was transporting as much as a ton in weight.[66] Unsurprisingly, the price of draft animals spiralled; at Dyea, even poor quality horses could sell for as much as $700 ($19,000), or be rented out for $40 ($1,100) a day.[67][n 14]

From Seattle or San Francisco, prospectors could travel by sea up the coast to the ports of Alaska.[69] The route following the coast is now referred to as the Inside Passage[image: External link]. It led to the ports of Dyea and Skagway plus ports of nearby trails. The sudden increase in demand encouraged a range of vessels to be pressed into service including old paddle wheelers[image: External link], fishing boats, barges, and coal ships still full of coal dust. All were overloaded and many sank.[70]
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 All water route




It was possible to sail all the way to the Klondike, first from Seattle across the northern Pacific to the Alaskan coast. From St. Michael[image: External link], at the Yukon River delta, a river boat could then take the prospectors the rest of the way up the river to Dawson, often guided by one of the Native Koyukon people[image: External link] who lived near St. Michael.[71][72] Although this all-water route, also called "the rich man's route", was expensive and long, 4,700 miles (7,600 km) in total, it had the attraction of speed and avoiding overland travel.[71] At the beginning of the stampede a ticket could be bought for $150 ($4,050) while during the winter 1897–98 the fare settled at $1,000 ($27,000).[73][n 15]

In 1897, 1,800 travellers attempted this route but the vast majority were caught along the river when the region iced over in October.[71] Only 43 successfully reached the Klondike before winter and of those 35 had to return, having thrown away their equipment en route to reach their destination in time.[71] The remainder mostly found themselves stranded in isolated camps and settlements along the ice-covered river often in desperate circumstances.[75][n 16]
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 Dyea/Skagway routes




Most of the prospectors landed at the southeast Alaskan towns of Dyea and Skagway, both located at the head of the natural Lynn Canal[image: External link] at the end of the Inside Passage. From there, they needed to travel 30 miles (48 km) over the mountain ranges into Canada's Yukon Territory, and then down the river network to the Klondike.[77] Along the trails, tent camps sprung up at places where prospectors had to stop to eat or sleep or at obstacles such as the icy lakes at the head of the Yukon.[78][79] At the start of the rush, a ticket from Seattle to the port of Dyea cost $40 ($1,100) for a cabin. Premiums of $100 ($2,700), however, were soon paid and the steamship companies hesitated to post their rates in advance since they could increase on a daily basis.[80]
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 White Pass trail




Those who landed at Skagway made their way over the White Pass before cutting across to Bennett Lake[image: External link].[81] Although the trail began gently, it progressed over several mountains with paths as narrow as 2 feet (0.61 m) and in wider parts covered with boulders and sharp rocks.[82] Under these conditions horses died in huge numbers, giving the route the informal name of Dead Horse Trail.[77][n 17] The volumes of travellers and the wet weather made the trail impassable and, by late 1897, it was closed until further notice, leaving around 5,000 stranded in Skagway.[82]

An alternative toll road suitable for wagons was eventually constructed and this, combined with colder weather that froze the muddy ground, allowed the White Pass to reopen, and prospectors began to make their way into Canada.[82] Moving supplies and equipment over the pass had to be done in stages. Most divided their belongings into 65 pounds (29 kg) packages that could be carried on a man's back, or heavier loads that could be pulled by hand on a sled.[65] Ferrying packages forwards and walking back for more, a prospector would need about thirty round trips, a distance of at least 2,500 miles (4,000 km), before they had moved all of their supplies to the end of the trail. Even using a heavy sled, a strong man would be covering 1,000 miles (1,600 km) and need around 90 days to reach Lake Bennett.[84][n 18]
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 Chilkoot trail




Those who landed at Dyea, Skagway's neighbour town, travelled the Chilkoot Trail[image: External link] and crossed its pass to reach Lake Lindeman, which fed into Lake Bennett at the head of the Yukon River.[86] The Chilkoot Pass was higher than the White Pass, but more used it: around 22,000 during the gold rush.[87] The trail passed up through camps until it reached a flat ledge, just before the main ascent, which was too steep for animals.[88][n 20] This location was known as the Scales, and was where goods were weighed before travellers officially entered Canada. The cold, the steepness and the weight of equipment made the climb extremely arduous and it could take a day to get to the top of the 1,000 feet (300 m) high slope.[90]

As on the White Pass trail, supplies needed to be broken down into smaller packages and carried in relay.[91] Packers, prepared to carry supplies for cash, were available along the route but would charge up to $1 ($27) per lb (0.45 kg) on the later stages; many of these packers were natives: Tlingits or, less commonly, Tagish.[88][92][93] Avalanches[image: External link] were common in the mountains and, on April 3, 1898, one claimed the lives of more than 60 people travelling over Chilkoot Pass.[94][n 21]

Entrepreneurs began to provide solutions as the winter progressed. Steps were cut into the ice at the Chilkoot Pass which could be used for a daily fee, this 1,500 step staircase becoming known as the "Golden Steps".[96] By December 1897, Archie Burns built a tramway[image: External link] up the final parts of the Chilkoot Pass. A horse at the bottom turned a wheel, which pulled a rope running to the top and back; freight was loaded on sledges pulled by the rope. Five more tramways soon followed, one powered by a steam engine, charging between 8 and 30 cents ($2 and $8) per 1 pound (0.45 kg).[97] An aerial tramway[image: External link] was built in the spring of 1898, able to move 9 tonnes of goods an hour up to the summit.[97][63]
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 Head of Yukon River




At Lakes Bennett and Lindeman, the prospectors camped to build rafts or boats that would take them the final 500 miles (800 km) down the Yukon to Dawson City in the spring.[98][n 22] 7,124 boats of varying size and quality left in May 1898; by that time, the forests around the lakes had been largely cut down for timber.[100][101] The river posed a new problem. Above Whitehorse[image: External link], it was dangerous, with several rapids along the Miles Canyon through to the White Horse Rapids.[102]

After many boats were wrecked and several hundred people died, the North-West Mounted Police[image: External link] (NWMP) introduced safety rules, vetting[image: External link] the boats carefully and forbidding women and children to travel through the rapids.[103][53][n 23] Additional rules stated that any boat carrying passengers required a licensed pilot[image: External link], typically costing $25 ($680), although some prospectors simply unpacked their boats and let them drift unmanned through the rapids with the intent of walking down to collect them on the other side.[53] During the summer, a horse-powered rail-tramway was built by Norman Macaulay, capable of carrying boats and equipment through the canyon at $25 ($680) a time, removing the need for prospectors to navigate the rapids.[104]
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 Parallel trails




There were a few more trails established during 1898 from South-east Alaska to the Yukon River. One was the Dalton trail: starting from Pyramid Harbour, close to Dyea, it went across the Chilkat Pass[image: External link] some miles west of Chilkoot and turned north to the Yukon River, a distance of about 350 miles (560 km). This was created by Jack Dalton as a summer route, intended for cattle and horses, and Dalton charged a toll of $250 ($6,800) for its use.[105]

The Takou route started from Juneau and went north-east to Teslin Lake. From here, it followed a river to the Yukon, where it met the Dyea and Skagway route at a point halfway to the Klondike.[106] It meant dragging and poling canoes up-river and through mud together with crossing a 5,000 feet (1,500 m) mountain along a narrow trail. Finally, there was the Stikine route starting from the port of Wrangell further south-east of Skagway. This route went up the uneasy Stikine River to Glenora, the head of navigation[image: External link]. From Glenora, prospectors would have to carry their supplies 150 miles (240 km) to Teslin Lake where it, like the Takou route, met the Yukon River system.[107]
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 All-Canadian routes




An alternative to the South-east Alaskan ports were the All-Canadian routes, so-called because they mostly stayed on Canadian soil throughout their journey.[108] These were popular with British and Canadians for patriotic reasons and because they avoided American customs.[108] The first of these, around 1,000 miles (1,600 km) in length, started from Ashcroft[image: External link] in British Columbia and crossed swamps, river gorges[image: External link], and mountains until it met with the Stikine River route at Glenora.[107][n 24] From Glenora, prospectors would face the same difficulties as those who came from Wrangell.[107] At least 1,500 men attempted to travel along the Ashcroft route and 5,000 along the Stikine.[110] The mud and the slushy ice of the two routes proved exhausting, killing or incapacitating the pack animals and creating chaos amongst the travellers.[111]

Three more routes started from Edmonton[image: External link], Alberta[image: External link]; these were not much better - barely trails at all - despite being advertised as "the inside track" and the "back door to the Klondike".[112][113] One, the "overland route", headed north-west from Edmonton, ultimately meeting the Peace River[image: External link] and then continuing on overland to the Klondike, crossing the Liard River[image: External link] en route.[114] To encourage travel via Edmonton, the government hired T.W. Chalmers to build a trail, which became known as the Klondike Trail[image: External link] or Chalmers Trail.[115] The other two trails, known as the "water routes", involved more river travel. One went by boat along rivers and overland to the Yukon River system at Pelly River[image: External link] and from there to Dawson.[116] Another went north of Dawson by the Mackenzie River[image: External link] to Fort McPherson, before entering Alaska and meeting the Yukon River at Fort Yukon, downstream to the Klondike.[116][117] From here, the boat and equipment had to be pulled up the Yukon about 400 miles (640 km). An estimated 1,660 travellers took these three routes, of whom only 685 arrived, some taking up to 18 months to make the journey.[118]
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 "All-American" route




An equivalent to the All-Canadian routes was the "All-American route", which aimed to reach the Yukon from the port of Valdez[image: External link], which lay further along the Alaskan coast from Skagway.[119] This, it was hoped, would evade the Canadian customs posts and provide an American-controlled route into the interior.[120] 3,500 men and women attempted it from late 1897 onwards; delayed by the winter snows, fresh efforts were made in the spring.[121]

In practice, the huge Valdez glacier that stood between the port and the Alaskan interior proved almost insurmountable and only 200 managed to climb it; by 1899, the cold and scurvy[image: External link] was causing many deaths amongst the rest.[122] Other prospectors attempted an alternative route across the Malaspina Glacier[image: External link] just to the east, suffering even greater hardships.[123] Those who did manage to cross it found themselves having to negotiate miles of wilderness before they could reach Dawson. Their expedition was forced to turn back the same way they had come with only four men surviving.[124]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Border control




The borders in South-east Alaska were disputed[image: External link] between the US, Canada and Britain since the American purchase of Alaska[image: External link] from Russia in 1867.[126] The US and Canada both claimed the ports of Dyea and Skagway.[126] This, combined with the numbers of American prospectors, the quantities of gold being mined and the difficulties in exercising government authority in such a remote area, made the control of the borders a sensitive issue.[127]

Early on in the gold rush, the US Army sent a small detachment[image: External link] to Circle City, in case intervention was required in the Klondike, while the Canadian government considered excluding all American prospectors from the Yukon Territory.[128] Neither eventuality took place and instead the US agreed to make Dyea a sub-port of entry for Canadians, allowing British ships to land Canadian passengers and goods freely there, while Canada agreed to permit American miners to operate in the Klondike.[129] Both decisions were unpopular among their domestic publics: American businessmen complained that their right to a monopoly[image: External link] on regional trade was being undermined, while the Canadian public demanded action against the American miners.[129]

The North-West Mounted Police set up control posts at the borders of the Yukon Territory or, where that was disputed, at easily controlled points such as the Chilkoot and White Passes.[130] These units were armed with Maxim guns[image: External link].[131] Their tasks included enforcing the rules requiring that travellers bring a year's supply of food with them to be allowed into the Yukon Territory, checking for illegal weapons, preventing the entry of criminals and enforcing customs duties.[132]

This last task was particularly unpopular with American prospectors, who faced paying an average of 25 percent of the value of their goods and supplies.[133] The Mounties had a reputation for running these posts honestly, although accusations were made that they took bribes.[134] Prospectors, on the other hand, tried to smuggle prize items like silk and whiskey across the pass in tins and bales of hay: the former item for the ladies, the latter for the saloons.[135]
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 Mining




Of the estimated 30,000 to 40,000 people who reached Dawson City during the gold rush, only around 15,000 to 20,000 finally became prospectors. Of these, no more than 4,000 struck gold and only a few hundred became rich.[29] By the time most of the stampeders arrived in 1898, the best creeks had all been claimed, either by the long-term miners in the region, or by the first arrivals of the year before.[136] The Bonanza, Eldorado, Hunker and Dominion Creeks were all taken, with almost 10,000 claims recorded by the authorities by July 1898; a new prospector would have to look further afield to find a claim of his own.[137]

Geologically, the region was permeated with veins of gold, forced to the surface by volcanic[image: External link] action and then worn away by the action of rivers and streams, leaving nuggets and gold dust in deposits known as placer gold[image: External link].[138][n 26] Some ores lay along the creek beds in lines of soil, typically 15 feet (4.6 m) to 30 feet (9.1 m) beneath the surface.[139] Others, formed by even older streams, lay along the hilltops; these deposits were called "bench gold".[140] Finding the gold was challenging. Initially, miners had assumed that all the gold would be along the existing creeks, and it was not until late in 1897 that the hilltops began to be mined.[141] Gold was also unevenly distributed in the areas where it was found, which made prediction of good mining sites even more uncertain.[142] The only way to be certain that gold was present was to conduct exploratory digging.[143]
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 Methods




See also: Mining methods of the Klondike Gold Rush[image: External link]


Mining began with clearing the ground of vegetation and debris.[144] Prospect holes were then dug in an attempt to find the ore or "pay streak".[144] If these holes looked productive, proper digging could commence, aiming down to the bedrock, where the majority of the gold was found.[144] The digging would be carefully monitored in case the operation needed to be shifted to allow for changes in the flow.[144]

In the sub-Arctic climate of the Klondike, a layer of hard permafrost lay only 6 feet (1.8 m) below the surface.[145][146] Traditionally, this had meant that mining in the region only occurred during the summer months, but the pressure of the gold rush made such a delay unacceptable.[143] Late 19th century technology existed for dealing with this problem, including hydraulic mining and stripping, and dredging[image: External link], but the heavy equipment required for this could not be brought into the Klondike during the gold rush.[145][147]

Instead, the miners relied on wood fires to soften the ground to a depth of about 14 inches (360 mm) and then removing the resulting gravel. The process was repeated until the gold was reached. In theory, no support of the shaft was necessary because of the permafrost although in practice sometimes the fire melted the permafrost and caused collapses.[148] Fires could also produce noxious gases, which had to be removed by bellows or other tools.[149][150] The resulting "dirt" brought out of the mines froze quickly in winter and could only be processed during the warmer summer months.[150][n 27] An alternative, more efficient, approach called steam thawing was devised between 1897 and 1898; this used a furnace to pump steam directly into the ground, but since it required additional equipment it was not a widespread technique during the years of the rush.[151]

In the summer, water would be used to sluice and pan the dirt, separating out the heavier gold from gravel.[152] This required miners to construct sluices, which were sequences of wooden boxes 15 feet (4.6 m) long, through which the dirt would be washed; up to 20 of these might be needed for each mining operation.[153] The sluices in turn required lots of water, usually produced by creating a dam and ditches or crude pipes.[154] "Bench gold" mining on the hill sides could not use sluice lines because water could not be pumped that high up. Instead, these mines used rockers, boxes that moved back and forth like a cradle, to create the motion needed for separation.[155] Finally, the resulting gold dust could be exported out of the Klondike; exchanged for paper money at the rate of $16 ($430) per troy ounce (ozt) through one of the major banks that opened in Dawson City, or simply used as money when dealing with local traders.[156][n 28]
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 Business




Successful mining took time and capital, particularly once most of the timber around the Klondike had been cut down.[154] A realistic mining operation required $1,500 ($1.2 million) for wood to be burned to melt the ground, along with around $1,000 ($800,000) to construct a dam, $1,500 ($1.2 million) for ditches and up to $600 ($480,000) for sluice boxes, a total of $4,600.[154] The attraction of the Klondike to a prospector, however, was that when gold was found, it was often highly concentrated.[158] Some of the creeks in the Klondike were fifteen times richer in gold than those in California[image: External link], and richer still than those in South Africa[image: External link].[158] In just two years, for example, $230,000 ($1,840 million) worth of gold was brought up from claim 29 on the Eldorado Creek.[159][n 29]

Under Canadian law, miners first had to get a license, either when they arrived at Dawson or en route from Victoria[image: External link] in Canada.[161] They could then prospect for gold and, when they had found a suitable location, lay claim to mining rights over it.[162] To stake a claim, a prospector would drive stakes into the ground a measured distance apart and then return to Dawson to register the claim for $15 ($410).[162] This normally had to be done within three days, and by 1897 only one claim per person at a time was allowed in a district, although married couples could exploit a loophole that allowed the wife to register a claim in her own name, doubling their amount of land.[163][164]

The claim could be mined freely for a year, after which a $100 ($2,800) fee had to be paid annually. Should the prospector leave the claim for more than three days without good reason, another miner could make a claim on the land.[165] The Canadian government also charged a royalty[image: External link] of between 10 and 20 percent on the value of gold taken from a claim.[166]

Traditionally, a mining claim had been granted over a 500-foot (150 m) long stretch of a creek, including the land from one side of the valley to another. The Canadian authorities had tried to reduce this length to 150 feet (46 m), but under pressure from miners had been forced to agree to 250 feet (76 m). The only exception to this was a "Discovery" claim, the first to be made on a creek, which could be 500 feet (150 m) long.[167][n 30] The exact lengths of claims were often challenged and when the government surveyor[image: External link] William Ogilvie[image: External link] conducted surveys to settle disputes, he found some claims exceeded the official limit.[169] The excess fractions of land then became available as claims and were sometimes quite valuable.[169]

Claims could be bought. However, their price depended on whether they had been yet proved to contain gold.[170] A prospector with capital might consider taking a risk on an "unproved" claim on one of the better creeks for $5,000 ($4,000,000); a wealthier miner could buy a "proved" mine for $50,000 ($40,000,000).[170] The well known claim eight on Eldorado Creek was sold for as much as $350,000 ($280 million).[170] Prospectors were also allowed to hire others to work for them, either on their first claim or on later purchases.[171] Enterprising miners such as Alex McDonald[image: External link] set about amassing mines and employees.[172] Leveraging[image: External link] his acquisitions with short term loans, by the autumn of 1897 McDonald had purchased 28 claims, estimated to be worth millions.[172] Swiftwater Bill Gates[image: External link] famously borrowed heavily against his claim on the Eldorado creek, relying on hired hands to mine the gold to keep up his interest payments.[173]

The less fortunate or less well funded prospectors rapidly found themselves destitute. Some chose to sell their equipment and return south.[174] Others took jobs as manual workers, either in mines or in Dawson; the typical daily pay of $15 ($410) was high by external standards, but low compared to the cost of living in the Klondike.[174] The possibility that a new creek might suddenly produce gold, however, continued to tempt poorer prospectors.[174] Smaller stampedes around the Klondike continued throughout the gold rush, when rumours of new strikes would cause a small mob to descend on fresh sites, hoping to be able to stake out a high value claim.[175]
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 Life in the Klondike




The massive influx of prospectors drove the formation of boom towns along the routes of the stampede, with Dawson City in the Klondike the largest.[176][177] The new towns were crowded, often chaotic and many disappeared just as soon as they came.[178] Most stampeders were men but women also travelled to the region, typically as the wife of a prospector.[179] Some women entertained in gambling and dance halls built by business men and women who were encouraged by the lavish spending of successful miners.[180]

Dawson remained relatively lawful, protected by the Canadian NWMP, which meant that gambling and prostitution were accepted while robbery and murder were kept low. By contrast, especially the port of Skagway under US jurisdiction in Southeast Alaska became infamous for its criminal underworld.[181][182] The extreme climate and remoteness of the region in general meant that supplies and communication with the outside world including news and mail were scarce.[177][183]
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 Boom towns




The ports of Dyea and Skagway, through which most of the prospectors entered, were tiny settlements before the gold rush, each consisting of only one log cabin.[184] Because there were no docking facilities[image: External link], ships had to unload their cargo directly onto the beach, where people tried to move their goods before high tide.[185] Inevitably cargos[image: External link] were smashed, stolen or lost in the process.[186] Some travellers had arrived intending to supply goods and services to the would-be miners; some of these in turn, realizing how difficult it would be to reach Dawson, chose to do the same.[185] Within weeks, storehouses, saloons, and offices lined the muddy streets of Dyea and Skagway, surrounded by tents and hovels[image: External link].[176]

Skagway became famous in international media; the author John Muir[image: External link] described the town as "a nest of ants taken into a strange country and stirred up by a stick".[186] While Dyea remained a transit point throughout the winter, Skagway began to take on a more permanent character.[187] Skagway also built wharves out into the bay in order to attract a greater share of the prospectors.[188] The town was effectively lawless, dominated by drinking, gunfire and prostitution.[189] The visiting NWMP Superintendent Sam Steele[image: External link] noted that it was "little better than a hell on earth ... about the roughest place in the world".[190] Nonetheless, by the summer of 1898, with a population—including migrants—of between 15,000 and 20,000, Skagway was the largest city in Alaska.[191]

In late summer 1897 Skagway and Dyea fell under the control of Jefferson Randolph "Soapy" Smith[image: External link] and his men, who arrived from Seattle shortly after Skagway began to expand.[192][193] He was an American confidence man[image: External link] whose gang, 200 to 300 strong, cheated and stole from the prospectors travelling through the region.[194][n 31] He maintained the illusion of being an upstanding member of the community, opening three saloons as well as creating fake businesses to assist in his operations.[196][197] One of his scams was a fake telegraph office[image: External link] charging to send messages all over the US and Canada, often pretending to receive a reply.[198] Opposition to Smith steadily grew and, after weeks of vigilante[image: External link] activity, he was killed in Skagway during the shootout on Juneau Wharf[image: External link] on July 8, 1898.[192][199]

Other towns also boomed. Wrangell[image: External link], port of the Stikine route and boom town from earlier gold rushes, increased in size again, with robberies, gambling and nude female dancing commonplace.[200] Valdez[image: External link], formed on the Gulf of Alaska[image: External link] during the attempt to create the "All-American" route to the Klondike during the winter of 1897–1898, became a tent city of people who stayed behind to supply the ill-fated attempts to reach the interior.[122] Edmonton in Canada increased from a population of 1,200 before the gold rush to 4,000 during 1898.[201] Beyond the immediate region, cities such as San Francisco, Seattle, Tacoma[image: External link], Portland[image: External link], Vancouver[image: External link] and Victoria all saw their populations soar as a result of the stampede and the trade it brought along.[201]
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 Dawson City




Dawson City was created in the early days of the Klondike gold rush, when prospector Joe Ladue[image: External link] and shopkeeper Arthur Harper decided to make a profit from the influx to the Klondike.[22][202] The two men bought 178 acres (72 ha) of the mudflats[image: External link] at the junction of the Klondike and Yukon rivers from the government and laid out the street plan for a new town, bringing in timber and other supplies to sell to the migrants.[203] The Hän village of Tr'ochëk[image: External link] along Deer Creek was considered to be too close to the new town, and the NWMP Superintendent Charles Constantine[image: External link] moved its inhabitants 3 miles (4.8 km) down-river to a small reserve[image: External link].[204] The town, in the beginning simply known as "Harper and Ladue town site", was named Dawson City after the director of Canada's Geographical Survey[image: External link].[177] It grew rapidly to hold 500 people by the winter of 1896, with plots of land selling for $500 ($400,000) each.[177]

In the spring of 1898, Dawson's population rose further to 30,000 as stampeders arrived over the passes.[177] The centre of the town, Front Street, was lined with hastily built buildings and warehouses, together with log cabins and tents spreading out across the rest of the settlement.[205] There was no running water or sewerage, and only two springs[image: External link] for drinking water to supplement the increasingly polluted river.[206] In spring, the unpaved streets were churned into thick mud and in summer the settlement reeked of human effluent and was plagued by flies and mosquitoes.[207] Land in Dawson was now scarce, and plots sold for up to $10,000 ($8 million) each; prime locations on Front Street could reach $20,000 ($16 million) while a small log cabin might rent for $100 ($2,700) a month.[208] As a result, Dawson's population spread south into the empty Hän village, renaming it Klondike City.[209] Other communities emerged closer to the mines, such as Granville on Dominion Creek and Grand Forks[image: External link] on Bonanza Creek.[210][211]

The newly built town proved highly vulnerable to fire. Houses were made of wood, heated with stoves and lit by candles and oil lamps[image: External link]; water for emergencies was wanting, especially in the frozen winters.[212] The first major fire occurred on November 25, 1897, started accidentally by dance-hall girl Belle Mitchell.[213] She also accidentally started a second major fire on October 14, 1898 which, in the absence of a fire brigade[image: External link] in Dawson, destroyed two major saloons, the post-office building and the Bank of British North America at a cost of $500,000 ($400 million).[214][215][n 32] The worst fire occurred on April 26, 1899 when a saloon caught fire in the middle of a strike[image: External link] by the newly established fire brigade.[216] Most of the major landmarks in the town were burned to the ground: 117 buildings were destroyed, with the damage estimated at over $1 million ($810 million).[217][218][n 33]
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 Logistics




The remoteness of Dawson proved an ongoing problem for the supply of food, and as the population grew to 5,000 in 1897, this became critical.[177][183] When the rivers iced over, it became clear that there would not be enough food for that winter.[220] The NWMP evacuated some prospectors without supplies to Fort Yukon[image: External link] in Alaska from September 30 onwards, while others made their way out of the Klondike in search of food and shelter for the winter.[221][n 34]

Prices remained high in Dawson and supply fluctuated according to the season. During the winter of 1897 salt became worth its weight in gold, while nails, vital for construction work, rose in price to $28 ($760) per lb (0.45 kg).[223] Cans of butter sold for $5 ($140) each.[224] The only eight horses in Dawson were slaughtered for dog food as they could not be kept alive over the winter.[223][n 35] The first fresh goods arriving in the spring of 1898 sold for record prices, eggs reaching $3 ($81) each and apples $1 ($27).[227]

Under these conditions scurvy[image: External link], a potentially fatal illness caused by the lack of vitamin C, proved a major problem in Dawson City, particularly during the winter where supply of fresh food was not available. English prospectors gave it the local name of "Canadian black leg", on account of the unpleasant effects of the condition.[228][229] It struck, among others, writer Jack London and, although not fatal in his case, brought an end to his mining career.[230] Dysentery[image: External link] and malaria[image: External link] were also common in Dawson, and an epidemic of typhoid[image: External link] broke out in July and ran rampant throughout the summer.[231] Up to 140 patients were taken into the newly constructed St Mary's Hospital and thousands were affected.[232] Measures were taken by the following year to prevent further outbreaks, including the introduction of better sewage management and the piping in of water from further upstream.[231] These gave improvements in 1899, although typhoid remained a problem.[231] The new Hän reserve, however, lay downstream from Dawson City, and here the badly contaminated river continued to contribute to epidemics of typhoid and diphtheria[image: External link] throughout the gold rush.[233][n 36]
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 Conspicuous consumption




Despite these challenges, the huge quantities of gold coming through Dawson City encouraged a lavish lifestyle amongst the richer prospectors. Saloons were typically open 24 hours a day, with whiskey the standard drink.[235] Gambling was popular, with the major saloons each running their own rooms; a culture of high stakes evolved, with rich prospectors routinely betting $1,000 ($27,000) at dice[image: External link] or playing for a $5,000 ($140,000) poker[image: External link] pot.[235][n 37] The establishments around Front Street had grand facades in a Parisian[image: External link] style, mirrors and plate-glass windows and, from late 1898, were lit by electric light.[237] The dance halls in Dawson were particularly prestigious and major status symbols, both for customers and their owners.[238] Wealthy prospectors were expected to drink champagne[image: External link] at $60 ($1,600) a bottle, and the Pavilion dancehall cost its owner, Charlie Kimball, as much as $100,000 ($80 million) to construct and decorate.[239] Elaborate opera houses were built, bringing singers and specialty acts to Dawson.[240]

Tales abounded of prospectors spending huge sums on entertainment — Jimmy McMahon once spent $28,000 ($760,000) in a single evening, for example.[241] Most payments were made in gold dust and in places like saloons, there was so much spilled gold that a profit could be made just by sweeping the floor.[228] Some of the richest prospectors lived flamboyantly in Dawson. Swiftwater Bill Gates[image: External link], a gambler and ladies man who rarely went anywhere without wearing silk and diamonds, was one of them. To impress a woman who liked eggs—then an expensive luxury—he was alleged to have bought all the eggs in Dawson, had them boiled and fed them to dogs.[242] Another miner, Frank Conrad, threw a sequence of gold objects onto the ship when his favourite singer left Dawson City as tokens of his esteem.[243][244] The wealthiest dance-hall girls followed suit: Daisy D'Avara had a belt made for herself from $340 ($9,200) in gold dollar coins; another, Gertie Lovejoy, had a diamond inserted between her two front teeth.[245] The miner and businessman Alex McDonald, despite being styled the "King of the Klondike", was unusual amongst his peers for his lack of grandiose spending.
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 Law and order




Unlike its American equivalents, Dawson City was a law-abiding town.[181][182] By 1897, 96 members of the NWMP had been sent to the district and by 1898 this had increased to 288, an expensive commitment by the Canadian government.[246][n 38] By June 1898 the force was headed by Colonel Sam Steele, an officer with a reputation for firm discipline.[247] In 1898, there were no murders and only a few major thefts; in all, only about 150 arrests were made in the Yukon for serious offenses that year.[248] Of these arrests, over half were for prostitution and resulted from an attempt by the NWMP to regulate the sex industry in Dawson: regular monthly arrests, $50 ($1,400) fines and medical inspections were imposed, with the proceeds being used to fund the local hospitals.[248][249] The so-called blue laws[image: External link] were strictly enforced. Saloons and other establishments closed promptly at midnight on Saturday, and anyone caught working on Sunday was liable to be fined or set to chopping firewood for the NWMP.[250][n 39] The NWMP are generally regarded by historians to have been an efficient and honest force during the period, although their task was helped by the geography of the Klondike which made it relatively easy to bar entry to undesirables or prevent suspects from leaving the region.[183][252]

In contrast to the NWMP, the early civil authorities were criticized by the prospectors for being inept and potentially corrupt.[253] Thomas Fawcett was the gold commissioner and temporary head of the Klondike administration at the start of the gold rush; he was accused of keeping the details of new claims secret and allowing what historian Kathryn Winslow termed "carelessness, ignorance and partiality" to reign in the mine recorder's office.[254] Following campaigns against him by prospectors, who were backed by the local press, Fawcett was relieved by the Canadian government.[255] His successor, Major James Walsh, was considered a stronger character and arrived in May 1898 but fell ill and returned east in July.[254] It was left to his replacement, William Ogilvie, supported by a Royal Commission[image: External link], to conduct reforms.[254] The Commission, in lack of evidence, cleared Fawcett of all charges, which meant that he was not punished further than being relieved.[254] Ogilvie proved a much stronger administrator and subsequently revisited many of the mining surveys of his predecessors.[256]
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 News and mail




In the remote Klondike, there was great demand for news and contact with the world outside. During the first months of the stampede in 1897, it was said that no news was too old to be read. In the lack of newspapers, some prospectors would read can labels until they knew them by heart.[257] The following year, two teams fought their way over the passes to reach Dawson City first, complete with printing-presses[image: External link], with the aim of gaining control of the newspaper market.[258] Gene Kelly, the editor of the Klondike Nugget arrived first, but without his equipment, and it was the team behind the Midnight Sun who produced the first daily newspaper in Dawson.[258][259][260] The Dawson Miner followed shortly after, bringing the number of daily newspapers in the town during the gold rush up to three.[261] The Nugget sold for $24 ($680) as an annual subscription, and became well known for championing popular causes associated with miners and for its lucid coverage of scandals.[262] Paper was often hard to find and during the winter of 1898–99, the Nugget had to be printed on butcher's wrapping paper.[263] In the lack of paper, news could be told. In June, 1898, a prospector bought an edition of the Seattle Post-Intellinger at an auction and charged spectators a dollar each to have it read aloud in one of Dawson's halls.[264]

Mail service was chaotic during the stampede.[265] Apart from the number of prospectors, two major obstacles stood in its way. To begin with, any mail from America to Dawson City was sent to Juneau in South-east Alaska before being sent through Dawson and then down the Yukon to Circle City. From here it was then distributed by the US Post Office[image: External link] back up to Dawson.[266] The huge distances involved resulted in delays of several months and frequently the loss of protective envelopes and their addresses.[266] The second problem was in Dawson itself, which initially lacked a post office and therefore relied on two stores and a saloon to act as informal delivery points.[266] The NWMP were tasked to run the mail system by October 1897, but they were ill-trained to do so.[266] Up to 5,700 letters might arrive in a single shipment, all of which had to be collected in person from the post office. This resulted in huge queues, with claimants lining up outside the office for up to three days.[266] Those who had no time and could afford it would pay others to stand in line for them, preferably a woman since they were allowed to get ahead in line out of politeness.[267] Postage stamps, like paper in general, were scarce and rationed to two per customer.[266] By 1899, trained postal staff took over mail delivery and relieved the NWMP of this task.[268]
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 Role of women




In 1898 eight percent of those living in the Klondike territory were women, and in towns like Dawson this rose to 12 percent.[179] Many women arrived with their husbands or families, but others travelled alone.[269] Most came to the Klondike for similar economic and social reasons as male prospectors, but they attracted particular media interest.[270] The gender imbalance in the Klondike encouraged business proposals to ship young, single women into the region to marry newly wealthy miners; few, if any, of these marriages ever took place, but some single women appear to have travelled on their own in the hope of finding prosperous husbands.[271] Guidebooks gave recommendations for what practical clothes women should take to the Klondike: the female dress code of the time was formal, emphasising long skirts and corsets, but most women adapted this for the conditions of the trails.[272] Regardless of experience, women in a party were typically expected to cook for the group.[273] Few mothers brought their children with them to the Klondike, due to the risks of the travel and the remote location.[274]

Once in the Klondike, very few women—less than one percent—actually worked as miners.[275] Many were married to miners; however, their lives as partners on the gold fields were still hard and often lonely. They had extensive domestic duties, including thawing ice and snow for water, breaking up frozen food, chopping wood and collecting wild foods.[276] In Dawson and other towns, some women took in laundry to make money.[277] This was a physically demanding job, but could be relatively easily combined with child care duties.[277] Others took jobs in the service industry, for example as waitresses or seamstresses, which could pay well, but were often punctuated by periods of unemployment.[278] Both men and women opened roadhouses[image: External link], but women were considered to be better at running them.[279] A few women worked in the packing trade, carrying goods on their backs, or became domestic servants.[280]

Wealthier women with capital might invest in mines and other businesses.[281] One of the most prominent businesswomen in the Klondike, was Belinda Mulrooney[image: External link]. She brought a consignment of cloth and hot water bottles with her when she arrived in the Klondike in early 1897 and with the proceeds of those sales she first built a roadhouse at Grand Forks[image: External link] and later a grand hotel in Dawson.[282] She invested widely, including acquiring her own mining company, and was reputed to be the richest woman of the Klondike.[283][284] The wealthy Martha Black[image: External link] was abandoned by her husband early in the journey to the Klondike, but continued on without him, reaching Dawson City where she became a prominent citizen, investing in various mining and business ventures with her brother.[285][286]

A relatively small number of women worked in the entertainment and sex industries[image: External link].[287] The elite[image: External link] of these women were the highly paid actresses and courtesans of Dawson; beneath them were chorus line[image: External link] dancers, who usually doubled as hostesses, and other dance hall workers.[288] While still better paid than white-collar male workers, these women worked very long hours and had significant expenses.[289] The entertainment industry merged into the sex industry, where women made a living as prostitutes. The sex industry in the Klondike was concentrated on Klondike City and in a backstreet area of Dawson.[290] A hierarchy of sexual employment existed, with brothels and parlour houses at the top, small independent "cigar shops" in the middle, and, at the bottom, the prostitutes who worked out of small huts called "hutches".[291] Life for these workers was a continual struggle and the suicide rate was high.[292][293]

The degree of involvement between Native women and the stampeders varied. Many Tlingit women worked as packers for the prospectors, for example, carrying supplies and equipment, sometimes also transporting their babies as well.[294] Hän women had relatively little contact with the white immigrants, however, and there was a significant social divide between local Hän women and white women.[295] Although before 1897 there had been a number of Native women who married western men, including Kate Carmack, the Tagish wife of one of the discoverers, this practice did not survive into the stampede.[296] Very few stampeders married Hän women, and very few Hän women worked as prostitutes.[297] "Respectable" white women would avoid associating with Native women or prostitutes: those that did could cause scandal.[298]
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 End of the gold rush




By 1899 telegraphy stretched from Skagway[image: External link], Alaska to Dawson City, Yukon, allowing instant international contact.[299] In 1898, the White Pass and Yukon Route[image: External link] railway began to be built between Skagway and the head of navigation on the Yukon[image: External link].[300] When it was completed in 1900, the Chilkoot trail and its tramways were obsolete.[300] Despite these improvements in communication and transport, the rush faltered from 1898 on.[301] It began in summer 1898 when many of the prospectors arriving in Dawson City found themselves unable to make a living and left for home.[301] For those who stayed, the wages of casual work, depressed by the number of men, fell to $100 ($2,700) a month by 1899.[301] The world's newspapers began to turn against the Klondike gold rush as well.[301] In the spring of 1898 the Spanish–American War[image: External link] removed Klondike from the headlines.[302] "Ah, go to the Klondike!" became a popular phrase to express disgust with an idea.[301] Unsold, Klondike-branded goods had to be disposed of at special rates in Seattle.[301]

Another factor in the decline was the change in Dawson City, which had developed throughout 1898, metamorphosing from a ramshackle, if wealthy, boom town into a more sedate, conservative municipality.[299] Modern luxuries were introduced, including the "zinc bath tubs and pianos, billiard tables, Brussels carpets in the hotel dining rooms, menus printed in French and invitational balls" noted by historian Kathryn Winslow.[299] The visiting Senator Jerry Lynch likened the newly paved streets with their smartly dressed inhabitants to the Strand[image: External link] in London.[263] It was no longer as attractive a location for many prospectors, used to a wilder way of living.[301][299] Even the formerly lawless town of Skagway had become a stable and respectable community by 1899.[301]

The final trigger, however, was the discovery of gold elsewhere in Canada and Alaska, prompting a new stampede, this time away from the Klondike. In August 1898, gold had been found at Atlin Lake[image: External link] at the head of the Yukon River, generating a flurry of interest, but during the winter of 1898–99 much larger quantities were found at Nome[image: External link] at the mouth of the Yukon.[136][303][304] In 1899, a flood of prospectors from across the region left for Nome, 8,000 from Dawson alone during a single week in August.[136][303] The Klondike gold rush was over.[305]
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 Legacy
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 People




Only a handful of the 100,000 people who left for the Klondike during the gold rush became rich.[29] They typically spent $1,000 ($27,000) each reaching the region, which when combined exceeded what was produced from the gold fields between 1897 and 1901.[201] At the same time, most of those who did find gold lost their fortunes in the subsequent years.[306] They often died penniless, attempting to reproduce their earlier good fortune in fresh mining opportunities.[306] Businessman and miner Alex McDonald, for example, continued to accumulate land after the boom until his money ran out; he died in poverty, still prospecting. Antoine Stander, who discovered gold on Eldorado Creek, abused alcohol, dissipated his fortune and ended working in a ship's kitchen to pay his way.[307] The three discoverers had mixed fates. George Carmack left his wife Kate—who had found it difficult to adapt to their new lifestyle—remarried and lived in relative prosperity; Skookum Jim had a huge income from his mining royalties but refused to settle and continued to prospect until his death in 1916; Dawson Charlie spent lavishly and died in an alcohol-related accident.[308][n 40]

The richest of the Klondike saloon owners, businessmen and gamblers also typically lost their fortunes and died in poverty.[310] Gene Allen, for example, the editor of the Klondike Nugget, became bankrupt[image: External link] and spent the rest of his career in smaller newspapers; the prominent gambler and saloon owner Sam Bonnifield suffered a nervous breakdown[image: External link] and died in extreme poverty.[310] Nonetheless, some of those who joined the gold rush prospered. Kate Rockwell[image: External link], "Klondike Kate", for example, became a famous dancer in Dawson and remained popular in America until her death. Dawson City was also where Alexander Pantages[image: External link], her business partner and lover, started his career, going on to become one of America's greatest theatre and movie tycoons[image: External link].[311] The businesswoman Martha Black remarried and ultimately became the second female member of the Canadian parliament.[285][312]

The impact of the gold rush on the Native peoples of the region was considerable.[313] The Tlingit and the Koyukon peoples prospered in the short term from their work as guides, packers and from selling food and supplies to the prospectors.[72] In the longer term, however, especially the Hän people living in the Klondike region suffered from the environmental damage of the gold mining on the rivers and forests.[72] Their population had already begun to decline after the discovery of gold along Fortymile River in the 1880s but dropped catastrophically after their move to the reserve, a result of the contaminated water supply and smallpox[image: External link].[233] The Hän found only few ways to benefit economically from the gold rush and their fishing and hunting grounds were largely destroyed; by 1904 they needed aid from the NWMP to prevent famine.[314]
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 Places




Dawson City declined after the gold rush. When journalist Laura Berton (future mother of Pierre Berton) moved to Dawson in 1907 it was still thriving, but away from Front Street, the town had become increasingly deserted, jammed, as she put it, "with the refuse of the gold rush: stoves, furniture, gold-pans, sets of dishes, double-belled seltzer bottles[image: External link] ... piles of rusting mining machinery—boilers, winches, wheelbarrows and pumps".[315] By 1912, only around 2,000 inhabitants remained compared to the 30,000 of the boom years and the site was becoming a ghost town[image: External link].[316] By 1972, 500 people were living in Dawson whereas the nearby settlements created during the gold rush had been entirely abandoned.[317] The population has grown since the 1970s, with 1,300 recorded in 2006.[318]

During the gold rush, transport improvements meant that heavier mining equipment could be brought in and larger, more modern mines established in the Klondike, revolutionising the gold industry.[319][320] Gold production increased until 1903 as a result of the dredging and hydraulic mining but then declined; by 2005, approximately 1,250,000 pounds (570,000 kg) had been recovered from the Klondike area.[319][320][321] In the 21st century Dawson City still has a small gold mining industry, which together with tourism, drawing on the legacy of the gold rush, plays a role in the local economy. Many buildings in the center of the town reflect the style of the era.[322] Klondike River valley is affected by the gold rush by the heavy dredging that occurred after it.[323]

The port of Skagway also shrank after the rush, but remains a well-preserved period town, centered on the tourist industry and sight-seeing trips from visiting cruise ships[image: External link].[324] Restoration work by the National Park Service[image: External link] began in 2010 on Jeff Smith's Parlor, from which the famous con man "Soapy" Smith once operated.[325] Skagway also has one of the two visitor centres forming the Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park[image: External link]; the other is located in Seattle, and both focus on the human interest stories behind the gold rush.[326] By contrast, Dyea, Skagway's neighbour and former rival, was abandoned after the gold rush and is now a ghost town.[327] The railway built for prospectors through White Pass in the last year of the rush reopened in 1988 and is today only used by tourists, closely linked to the Chilkoot trail which is a popular hiking[image: External link] route.[328]
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 Culture




Main article: Cultural legacy of the Klondike Gold Rush[image: External link]


The events of the Klondike gold rush rapidly became embedded in North American culture, being captured in poems, stories, photographs and promotional campaigns long after the end of the stampede.[329] In the Yukon, Discovery Day is celebrated on the third Monday in August as a holiday, and the events of the gold rush are promoted by the regional tourist industries.[330][331] The events of the gold rush were frequently exaggerated at the time and modern works on the subject similarly often focus on the most dramatic and exciting events of the stampede, not always accurately.[332][333] Historian Ken Coates[image: External link] describes the gold rush as "a resilient, pliable myth", which continues to fascinate and appeal.[334]

Several novels, books and poems were generated as a consequence of the Klondike gold rush. The writer Jack London incorporated scenes from the gold rush into his novels set in the Klondike, including The Call of the Wild[image: External link], a novel about a sledge dog.[53][335] His colleague, poet Robert W. Service[image: External link], did not join the rush himself, although he made his home in Dawson City in 1908. Service created well-known poems about the gold rush, among them Songs of a Sourdough[image: External link], one of the bestselling books of poetry in the first decade of the 20th century, along with his novel, The Trail of '98, which was written by hand on wallpaper in one of Dawson's log cabins.[53][336][337] The Canadian historian Pierre Berton[image: External link] grew up in Dawson where his father had been a prospector, and wrote several historical books about the gold rush, such as The Last Great Gold Rush.[338] The experiences of the Irish Micí Mac Gabhann[image: External link] resulted the posthumous work Rotha Mór an tSaoil (translated into English as The Hard Road to Klondike in 1962), a vivid description of the period.[339]

Some terminology from the stampede made its way into North American English like " Cheechakos[image: External link]", referring to newly arrived miners, and " Sourdoughs[image: External link]", experienced miners.[340][n 41] The photographs taken during the Klondike gold rush heavily influenced later cultural approaches to the stampede.[342] The gold rush was vividly recorded by several early photographers, for instance Eric Hegg; these stark, black-and-white photographs showing the ascent of the Chilkoot pass rapidly became iconic images and were widely distributed.[343] These pictures in turn inspired Charlie Chaplin[image: External link] to make The Gold Rush[image: External link], a silent movie, which uses the background of the Klondike to combine physical comedy with its character's desperate battle for survival in the harsh conditions of the stampede.[344] The photographs reappear in the documentary City of Gold[image: External link] from 1957 which, narrated by Pierre Berton, won prizes for pioneering the incorporation of still images into documentary film-making.[345] The Klondike gold rush, however, has not been widely covered in later fictional films; even The Far Country[image: External link], a Western[image: External link] from 1955 set in the Klondike, largely ignores the unique features of the gold rush in favour of a traditional Western plot.[346] Indeed, much of the popular literature on the gold rush approaches the stampede simply as a final phase of the expansion of the American West, a perception critiqued by modern historians such as Charlene Porsild.[347]
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 Maps of routes and goldfields




Dyea/Skagway routes and Dalton trail

Takou, Stikine and Edmonton routes

Goldfields
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 Chart of gold production in Yukon 1892-1912
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 Population growth of west coast cities 1890-1900






	City
	1890
	1900
	Difference
	 %



	San Francisco
	298,997
	342,782
	43,785
	15



	Portland
	46,385
	90,426
	44,041
	95



	Tacoma
	36,006
	37,714
	1,708
	5



	Seattle
	42,837
	80,671
	37,834
	88



	Vancouver
	13,709
	27,010
	13,301
	97



	Victoria
	16,841
	20,919
	4,078
	24




Source: Alexander Norbert MacDonald, "Seattle, Vancouver and the Klondike," The Canadian Historical Review (September 1968), p. 246.[349]
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 Klondikers supply list






	150 pounds (68 kg) bacon

	400 pounds (180 kg) flour

	25 pounds (11 kg) rolled oats[image: External link]


	125 pounds (57 kg) beans

	10 pounds (4.5 kg) tea

	10 pounds (4.5 kg) coffee

	25 pounds (11 kg) sugar

	25 pounds (11 kg) dried potatoes

	25 pounds (11 kg) dried onions

	15 pounds (6.8 kg) salt

	1 pound (0.45 kg) pepper

	75 pounds (34 kg) dried fruits[image: External link]


	8 pounds (3.6 kg) baking powder[image: External link]


	8 pounds (3.6 kg) soda

	0.5 pounds (0.23 kg) evaporated vinegar[image: External link]


	12 ounces (340 g) compressed soup

	1 can of mustard

	1 tin of matches (for four men)

	Stove for four men

	Gold pan for each

	Set of granite[image: External link] buckets

	Large bucket

	Knife, fork, spoon, cup, and plate

	Frying pan[image: External link]

	Coffee and teapot

	Scythe stone[image: External link]

	Two picks and one shovel

	One whipsaw[image: External link]


	Pack strap

	Two axes[image: External link] for four men and one extra handle

	Six 8-inch (200 mm) files[image: External link] and two taper files for the party

	
Draw knife[image: External link], brace and bits[image: External link], jack plane[image: External link], and hammer[image: External link] for party

	200 feet (61 m) 0.375-inch (9.5 mm) rope

	8 pounds (3.6 kg) of pitch[image: External link] and 5 lb (2.3 kg). of oakum[image: External link] for four men

	Nails, 5 pounds (2.3 kg) each of 6, 8, 10 and 12 penny, for four men

	
Tent[image: External link], 10 by 12 feet (3.0 m × 3.7 m) for four men

	
Canvas[image: External link] for wrapping

	Two oil blankets to each boat

	5 yards (4.6 m) of mosquito netting[image: External link] for each man

	3 suits of heavy underwear

	1 heavy Mackinaw coat

	2 pairs heavy woollen trousers

	1 heavy rubber-lined coat

	12 heavy wool socks

	6 heavy wool mittens[image: External link]


	2 heavy over shirts

	2 pairs of heavy, snag proof rubber boots

	2 pairs of shoes

	4 pairs of blankets (for two men)

	4 towels

	2 pairs of overalls

	1 suit of oil clothing

	Several changes of summer clothing

	Small assortment of medicines





The list was a suggestion of equipment and supplies sufficient to support a prospector for one year, generated by the Northern Pacific Railroad company in 1897. The total weight is approximately 1 ton, and the estimated cost amounted to $140 ($3,800).[350]
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 Timeline




1896


	Aug. 16 : Gold is discovered on Bonanza Creek by George Carmack and Skookum Jim

	Aug. 31 : First claim on Eldorado Creek by Antone Stander



1897


	Jan. 21: Wiliam Ogilvie sends news of Klondike gold to Ottawa

	Jul. 14: Excelsior arrives at San Francisco with first gold from Klondike and starts stampede

	Jul. 15: Portland arrives at Seattle

	Jul. 19: First ship leaves for Klondike

	Aug. 16: Ex-mayor Wood from Seattle leaves San Francisco on his ship Humboldt with prospectors for Klondike (reaches St. Michael Aug. 29 but is forced to spend the winter on Yukon River)

	Sep. 11: 10% royalty is established on gold mined in Yukon

	Sep. 27: People without supplies for the winter leave Dawson in search of food

	Nov. 8: Work begins on Brackett wagon road through White Pass



1898


	Feb. 25: Troops arrive at Skagway to maintain order. Collection of customs begins at Chilkoot summit

	Mar. 8: Vigilante activity against Soapy Smith starts at Skagway

	Apr. 3: Avalanche kills more than 60 at Chilkoot Pass

	Apr. 24: Spanish-American war begins

	May 1: Soapy Smith stages a military parade in Skagway

	May 27: Klondike Nugget begins publication in Dawson

	May 29: Ice goes out on Yukon River and flotilla of boats sets out for Dawson

	Jun. 8: First boat reaches Dawson

	Jun. 24: Sam Steele (NWMP) arrives at Dawson

	Jul. 28: Soapy Smith shot to death in Skagway

	Sep. 22: Gold found at Nome, Alaska



1899


	Jan. 27: The remnants of a relief expedition send out in winter 1897 finally reaches Dawson

	Feb. 16: First train from Skagway reaches the White Pass summit

	Apr. 26: Fire destroys business district in Dawson

	Aug.: 8000 prospectors leave Dawson for Nome ending the Klondike Gold Rush



Source: Berton, 2001, Chronology
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 Notes






	
^ Also called the Yukon Gold Rush, the Alaska Gold Rush, the Alaska-Yukon Gold Rush, the Canadian Gold Rush, and the Last Great Gold Rush.


	
^ An estimated 14,000,000 ounces (400,000,000 g) of gold has been taken from the area (until 2013) of which half came from Bonanza Creek, and a quarter from Hunker Creek.[1]


	
^ Some of the first prospectors had to supplement their income with fur trading in order to survive.[5]


	
^ One member of the Hän later commented that "my people knew all the Klondike, but they never know nothing about gold."[4]


	
^ To add even more confusion to the question of who deserved credit for the discovery of gold on Bonanza Creek, Robert Henderson and many of his contemporaries threw his name into the ring. Recent historiography discusses the efforts of Henderson to obtain compensation for his missed opportunity. Despite the fact Henderson made disparaging remarks about Skookum Jim and Dawson Charlie, there were many proponents in favor of a Canadian (i.e. Henderson) receiving credit for the strike instead of the American Carmack.[19]


	
^ The initial broad estimates of the numbers involved in the stampede were produced by Pierre Berton[image: External link], the classic secondary historian[image: External link] of the period, drawing on a number of sources, including the NWMP statistics generated along the trails.[30][31] The most recent academic work continues to accept these estimates, but further detailed analysis has been carried out, using the first, limited Yukon census by the NWMP that occurred in 1898 and the more detailed Federal census in 1901.[32] Historian Charlene Porsild has conducted extensive work on these records, comparing them to other documentary accounts of the period. This has generated improved statistics for the nationality and gender of those involved in the gold rush.[33]


	
^ Prices in this article are given in US dollars throughout; at the time of the gold rush, the US and Canadian dollars were each attached to the gold standard and held equal value. For this reason the academic literature and contemporary accounts do not usually differentiate between gold rush prices quoted in US or Canadian dollars. Equivalent modern prices have been given in 2010 US dollars, to two significant digits. The equivalent prices of modern goods and services have been calculated using the Consumer Price Index (1:27). Larger sums, for example gold shipments, and all capital investment projects, including land prices, have been calculated using the relative share of GDP index (1:800).[36]


	
^ Traditional historical analysis, as outlined by George Fetherling, has suggested around 80 percent were US citizens or recent immigrants to America. The 1898 census data suggests that 63 percent of Dawson City inhabitants at the time were American citizens, with 32 percent Canadian or British. As Charlene Porsild has described, however, the census data for the period is inconsistent in how it asked questions about citizenship and place of birth. Porsild argues that the level of participation from those born in the US, as opposed to recent immigrants or temporary residents, may have been as low as 43 percent, with Canadian and British born members of the gold rush in the majority.[43][45]


	
^ Although Adney's work was not well-known at the time, his 1900 work The Klondike Stampede has become highly regarded by modern historians as a relatively accurate and modest account of the gold rush.[52]


	
^ For example, he worked as a river pilot on the rapids of Whitehorse during the summer of 1898.[53]


	
^ The range of Klondike-themed goods was huge, from special food to glasses, boots, cigars, medicines, soup, blankets, and stoves.[56] It included some unusual offers such as a special Klondike bicycle[image: External link], "ice bicycles", a wind-powered "boat sled", a "snow train", clockwork gold pans, and an X-ray gold detector designed by Nikola Tesla[image: External link].[57]


	
^ Ten times the number onboard had been turned away; only ten arrived.[60]


	
^ The weather could both be a help and an obstacle. Winter travel meant deep snow and treacherous ice. However, the mud that formed each spring and fall would be frozen and snow would cover the sharp, jagged rocks that the traveller would have to avoid in the summer.[63] In theory, it was possible to travel even during winter using teams of dogs, but if the temperature dropped significantly even dog sled teams would have to pause and take shelter.[64]


	
^ Before the rush the price of such animals was $3–5 ($81–135).[68]


	
^ On the other hand, competition among railways to attract Klondikers led to a reduction in train fares.[74]


	
^ Former mayor of Seattle W. D. Wood led a party that tried to reach Dawson by this route. They too had to spend the winter along the frozen Yukon River, eating the supplies that Wood had hoped to sell at a profit in Dawson. Now he was forced to sell at his purchase price.[76]


	
^ Jack London, who took the White Pass trail, has one of his fictional characters describe how the prospectors treated their horses: "Men shot them, worked them to death and when they were gone, went back to the beach and bought more ... Their hearts turned to stone—those which did not break—and they became beasts, the men on the Dead Horse Trail."[83]


	
^ A typical prospector would carry around 65 pounds (29 kg) each time, moving it forward in five-mile stages before returning to pick up the next load. Once the whole ton of supplies had been moved, the next stage could begin. A prospector carrying the equipment alone would need thirty round journeys for each stage. In total, this would have come to 2,500 miles (4,000 km) by the end of the trail at Lake Bennett.[65]


	
^ Though not seen on the picture, prospectors, who were going back down from the Chilkoot Pass for more equipment, would use slides carved in the ice near the stairs.[85]


	
^ Horses abandoned before the summit were later rounded up and shot.[89]


	
^ Around 70 people were initially believed to have been buried by the snow with between six and nine people subsequently rescued; however, the final toll remains uncertain.[95]


	
^ Some were hauled over the passes whole or piecemeal. One was the A. J. Goddard[image: External link], a small river boat transported in pieces to Lake Bennett and assembled here. It made one trip to Dawson.[99]


	
^ NWMP is now the Royal Canadian Mounted Police[image: External link]


	
^ By international treaty[image: External link], Canadians had the right of free navigation along the Stikine River, and therefore called it an All-Canadian route.[109]


	
^ During the winter 70 feet (21 m) of snow fell on the summit burying not only outfit but also poles marking it. At the summit a prospector could buy a doughnut and a cup of coffee for $2.50 ($67.50) the price of five three-course meals in Seattle.[125]


	
^ Often most of the gold will be left in uneroded quartz ores, called mother lodes; however, at Klondike a mother lode has never been found.[1]


	
^ In the summer, the sunshine would slowly thaw exposed permafrost at around the rate of 2 feet (0.61 m) every 12 hours; some miners felt this too slow, and used burning techniques during the summer months as well.[146]


	
^ Only pure gold dust was bought by banks the rate being $16 ($430) per oz. "Commercial dust", still containing black sand, was bought by banks at $11 ($300) per oz. Local traders accepted commercial dust at the pure dust rate, but made up for this by under weighing.[157]


	
^ The claim belonged to the Swedish miner Charlie Anderson known as the "Lucky Swede", who bought it unproved while too drunk to remember. Anderson disputed the purchase, but the contract was enforced by the NWMP. Luckily for him, it proved to be incredibly rich.[160]


	
^ Despite the tensions over the sizes of claims in the Klondike, the position of miners was in fact more secure than in the California Gold Rush of 1848–52, where an influx of prospectors could lead to a reduction in size of existing claims.[168]


	
^ By region is meant from the ships that sailed along the west coast to the Canada–US border at the Chilkoot and White Pass.[195]


	
^ Dawson's response to the 1898 blaze was not helped by the refusal of the town to pay $12,000 ($330,000) for firefighting equipment, which had been delivered but not released by the importers. The equipment remained unused during the conflagration.[216]


	
^ By contrast, in late 1897, Dawson City suffered from flooding. The journalist Tappan Adney described it as resembling a "mill-pond".[219]


	
^ The US government had 500 reindeers send from Norway across the USA and up the Dalton trail to Dawson as relief. However, they did not arrive until long after the risk of starvation was over and in the meanwhile many of the animals themselves had died from hunger.[222]


	
^ A good team of dogs was worth at least $1,000 ($27,000); a top set could reach $1,700 ($46,000), but in the desperate winter of 1897 to 1898 the price reached $500 ($14,000) a dog.[64][225] By the summer of 1898, approximately 5,000 dogs had arrived at Dawson City.[225] A dog could pull as much as a man and much faster. Some were imported from outside the region; native dogs, however, were considered superior. They had been bred with wolves, but were reportedly kind and easily handled.[226]


	
^ For Yukon as a whole, the extreme cold could lead to cases of frostbite[image: External link], resulting in injury or death.[234]


	
^ The biggest recorded poker game in Dawson occurred between the well-known gamblers Sam Bonnifeld and Louis Golden. $200,000 ($160 million) was put into the pot, which Bonnifeld won with a hand of four kings[image: External link].[236]


	
^ The NWMP operations to secure the Klondike territory cost the Canadian government $396,000 a year ($320 million).[181]


	
^ The NWMP and Canadian government facilities needed enough wood each year to require a log pile 2 miles (3.2 km) long by four feet wide. Up to fifty prisoners worked on cutting wood at any one time; this was not easy work and formed an unpleasant deterrent for misdemeanours .[251]


	
^ Robert Henderson, the prospector who gave the discoverers the idea to look for gold at Klondike River, was ill for much of the rush, but was later awarded $200 ($5,400) a month for life by the Canadian government for his part of the discovery.[309][223]


	
^ Jack London famously captured the origins of these terms, describing how "the men who came ashore from the steamers were newcomers. They were known as chechaquos, and they always wilted at the application of the name. They made their bread with baking-powder. This was the invidious distinction between them and the Sour-doughs, who, forsooth, made their bread from sour-dough because they had no baking-powder."[341]
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Elizabeth Christ Trump






Elizabeth Christ Trump (born Elisabeth Christ; October 10, 1880 – June 6, 1966) was a German-born American businesswoman and is considered the matriarch of the Trump family. She married Frederick Trump in 1902. While raising their three children, the early death of her husband in 1918 required her to manage his properties in order to support her family. She founded the real estate development company Elizabeth Trump & Son[image: External link] with her son Fred.[1] The company, now known as The Trump Organization, is currently owned by her grandson, Donald Trump, who is the 45th President of the United States. Her great-grandsons, Donald Trump Jr. and Eric Trump are running the family business as trustees during their father's presidency.
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 Early life




Elizabeth Trump was born as Elisabeth Christ in Kallstadt, Kingdom of Bavaria[image: External link], the daughter of Philipp Christ by his wife Anna Maria Christ (née Anthon).[2][3] While the family owned a little vineyard, the income from that was not adequate to meet their needs, and Philipp Christ worked as a tinker[image: External link] who repaired and polished old utensils and also sold pots and pans. He ran his trade from his house on Freinsheimer Straße in Kallstadt, which was just across the street from the home of the Trump family, where Katharina Trump, an elderly widow, lived with her six children.[1]
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 Marriage




Katharina's son Friedrich had emigrated to America in 1885 at the age of 16 and made his fortune with restaurants in the Klondike Gold Rush. When he returned to Germany in 1901, he wooed Elisabeth over the objections of his mother, who felt that her prosperous son could and should find a bride from a wealthier and more refined family than Elisabeth's. Nonetheless, Frederick proposed to Elisabeth, who accepted, and they were married on 26 August 1902.[1] He was 33 and she was 22-years-old. Frederick and Elisabeth moved to New York and they set up house in an apartment in the predominantly German quarter of Morrisania[image: External link] in the Bronx[image: External link]. Elizabeth (as her name was spelled in the US) kept house, while Frederick worked as a restaurant and hotel manager. Their first child, a daughter whom they named Elizabeth, was born on April 20, 1904.[1]

Despite living in a German neighborhood, Elizabeth was homesick and the family returned to Kallstadt in 1904, selling their assets in America.

Because the Bavarian authorities suspected that he had left Germany in order to avoid the service in the Imperial Army[image: External link], Frederick could not remain in Germany, so the family returned to the United States in 1905.[1] Their second child, Fred, was born and they set up house on 177th Street in the Bronx. After Elizabeth gave birth to her third child, John, the family moved to Queens[image: External link], where Frederick began to develop real estate. In 1918, he died of influenza during the 1918 flu pandemic, leaving an estate valued at $31,359 ($492,016 in 2016 dollars).[4]
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 Founding Elizabeth Trump & Son




Elizabeth had a "remarkable talent"[1] for keeping the real estate business going. She hired a contractor to build houses on an empty piece of property left by her husband, sold the houses, and lived off the mortgages paid by the new owners. Her vision was to have her three children continue the family business when they finished school, but Fred wanted to start earlier, so she founded the company Elizabeth Trump & Son. Since Fred was still a minor[image: External link], she had to sign all legal documents on his behalf, and perform the real estate closings[image: External link]. In 1927 when Fred was 22, Elizabeth Trump & Son was formally incorporated.[5] Fred became quite successful with the business but Elizabeth remained involved throughout her life. Even in her 70s she would collect coins from the laundromats[image: External link] in Trump buildings.[1]
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 Personal life




Elizabeth was considered the matriarch[image: External link] of the Trump family. She had "extraordinary determination".[6] She dressed very conservatively and formally. She was hardworking and had a stern demeanor. She remained close to her son Fred for her entire life.[1]
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Influenza






Not to be confused with Haemophilus influenzae[image: External link].

"Flu" and "Grippe" redirect here. For other uses, see Flu (disambiguation)[image: External link] and Grippe (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	Influenza



	Synonyms
	Flu



	Influenza virus, magnified approximately 100,000 times



	Specialty[image: External link]
	Infectious disease[image: External link]



	Symptoms
	
Fever[image: External link], runny nose[image: External link], sore throat[image: External link], muscle pains[image: External link], headache[image: External link], coughing[image: External link], feeling tired[image: External link][1]




	Usual onset
	Two days after exposure[1]




	Duration
	~1 week[1]




	Causes
	
Influenza viruses[image: External link][2]




	Prevention
	
Handwashing[image: External link], surgical mask[image: External link], influenza vaccine[image: External link][3][1]




	Medication
	
Antiviral drugs[image: External link] such as oseltamivir[image: External link][1]




	Frequency
	3–5 million per year[1]




	Deaths
	~375,000 per year[1]




	
[edit on Wikidata[image: External link]]






Influenza, commonly known as "the flu", is an infectious disease[image: External link] caused by an influenza virus[image: External link].[1] Symptoms can be mild to severe.[4] The most common symptoms[image: External link] include: a high fever[image: External link], runny nose[image: External link], sore throat[image: External link], muscle pains[image: External link], headache[image: External link], coughing[image: External link], and feeling tired[image: External link]. These symptoms typically begin two days after exposure to the virus and most last less than a week. The cough, however, may last for more than two weeks.[1] In children, there may be nausea[image: External link] and vomiting[image: External link], but these are not common in adults. Nausea and vomiting occur more commonly in the unrelated infection gastroenteritis[image: External link], which is sometimes inaccurately referred to as "stomach flu" or "24-hour flu".[5] Complications of influenza may include viral pneumonia[image: External link], secondary bacterial pneumonia[image: External link], sinus infections[image: External link], and worsening of previous health problems such as asthma[image: External link] or heart failure[image: External link].[4][2]

Three types of influenza viruses affect people, called Type A, Type B, and Type C.[2] Usually, the virus is spread through the air[image: External link] from coughs or sneezes.[1] This is believed to occur mostly over relatively short distances.[6] It can also be spread by touching surfaces contaminated by the virus and then touching the mouth or eyes.[4][6] A person may be infectious to others both before and during the time they are showing symptoms.[4] The infection may be confirmed by testing the throat, sputum[image: External link], or nose for the virus. A number of rapid tests[image: External link] are available; however, people may still have the infection if the results are negative. A type of polymerase chain reaction[image: External link] that detects the virus's RNA[image: External link] is more accurate.[2]

Frequent hand washing reduces the risk of infection because the virus is inactivated by soap.[3] Wearing a surgical mask[image: External link] is also useful.[3] Yearly vaccinations against influenza[image: External link] are recommended by the World Health Organization[image: External link] for those at high risk. The vaccine is usually effective against three or four types of influenza.[1] It is usually well tolerated. A vaccine made for one year may not be useful in the following year, since the virus evolves rapidly. Antiviral drugs[image: External link] such as the neuraminidase inhibitor[image: External link] oseltamivir[image: External link], among others, have been used to treat influenza.[1] Their benefits in those who are otherwise healthy do not appear to be greater than their risks.[7] No benefit has been found in those with other health problems.[7][8]

Influenza spreads around the world in a yearly outbreak[image: External link], resulting in about three to five million cases of severe illness and about 250,000 to 500,000 deaths.[1] In the Northern and Southern parts of the world, outbreaks occur mainly in winter while in areas around the equator outbreaks may occur at any time of the year.[1] Death occurs mostly in the young, the old and those with other health problems.[1] Larger outbreaks known as pandemics[image: External link] are less frequent.[2] In the 20th century, three influenza pandemics[image: External link] occurred: Spanish influenza[image: External link] in 1918 (~50 million deaths), Asian influenza[image: External link] in 1957 (two million deaths), and Hong Kong influenza[image: External link] in 1968 (one million deaths).[9] The World Health Organization[image: External link] declared an outbreak of a new type of influenza A/H1N1[image: External link] to be a pandemic in June 2009[image: External link].[10] Influenza may also affect other animals, including pigs, horses and birds.[11]





TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Signs and symptoms






	Most symptoms for diagnosing influenza



	Symptom:
	sensitivity[image: External link]
	specificity[image: External link]



	Fever
	68–86%
	25–73%



	Cough
	84–98%
	7–29%



	Nasal congestion
	68–91%
	19–41%



	

	All three findings, especially fever, were less sensitive in people over 60 years of age.








Approximately 33% of people with influenza are asymptomatic.[14]

Symptoms of influenza can start quite suddenly one to two days after infection. Usually the first symptoms are chills or a chilly sensation, but fever is also common early in the infection, with body temperatures ranging from 38 to 39 °C (approximately 100 to 103 °F).[15] Many people are so ill that they are confined to bed for several days, with aches and pains throughout their bodies, which are worse in their backs and legs.[16] Symptoms of influenza may include:


	
Fever[image: External link] and extreme coldness (chills shivering[image: External link], shaking ( rigor[image: External link]))

	Cough[image: External link]

	Nasal congestion[image: External link]

	Vomiting[image: External link]

	Runny nose[image: External link]

	Sneezing[image: External link]

	
Body aches[image: External link], especially joints and throat

	Fatigue[image: External link]

	Headache[image: External link]

	Irritated, watering eyes[image: External link]


	Reddened eyes, skin (especially face)[image: External link], mouth, throat and nose

	
Petechial rash[image: External link][17]


	In children, gastrointestinal symptoms such as diarrhea[image: External link] and abdominal pain[image: External link],[18][19] (may be severe in children with influenza B)[20]




It can be difficult to distinguish between the common cold[image: External link] and influenza in the early stages of these infections.[21] Influenza is a mixture of symptoms of common cold and pneumonia[image: External link], body ache, headache, and fatigue. Diarrhea is not normally a symptom of influenza in adults,[12] although it has been seen in some human cases of the H5N1[image: External link] "bird flu"[22] and can be a symptom in children.[18] The symptoms most reliably seen in influenza are shown in the adjacent table.[12]

Since antiviral drugs[image: External link] are effective in treating influenza if given early (see treatment section, below), it can be important to identify cases early. Of the symptoms listed above, the combinations of fever with cough, sore throat and/or nasal congestion can improve diagnostic accuracy.[23] Two decision analysis[image: External link] studies[24][25] suggest that during local outbreaks of influenza, the prevalence[image: External link] will be over 70%,[25] and thus patients with any of these combinations of symptoms may be treated with neuraminidase inhibitors[image: External link] without testing. Even in the absence of a local outbreak, treatment may be justified in the elderly during the influenza season[image: External link] as long as the prevalence is over 15%.[25]

The available laboratory tests for influenza continue to improve. The United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link] (CDC) maintains an up-to-date summary of available laboratory tests.[26] According to the CDC, rapid diagnostic tests have a sensitivity of 50–75% and specificity of 90–95% when compared with viral culture[image: External link].[27] These tests may be especially useful during the influenza season (prevalence=25%) but in the absence of a local outbreak, or peri-influenza season (prevalence=10%[25]).

Occasionally, influenza can cause severe illness including primary viral pneumonia or secondary bacterial pneumonia.[28][29] The obvious symptom is trouble breathing. In addition, if a child (or presumably an adult) seems to be getting better and then relapses with a high fever, that is a danger sign since this relapse can be bacterial pneumonia.[30]
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In virus classification[image: External link] influenza viruses are RNA viruses[image: External link] that make up three of the five genera[image: External link] of the family Orthomyxoviridae[image: External link]:[31]


	Influenzavirus A[image: External link]

	Influenzavirus B[image: External link]

	Influenzavirus C[image: External link]



These viruses are only distantly related to the human parainfluenza viruses[image: External link], which are RNA viruses belonging to the paramyxovirus[image: External link] family that are a common cause of respiratory infections in children such as croup[image: External link],[32] but can also cause a disease similar to influenza in adults.[33]

A fourth family of influenza viruses has been proposed - influenza D.[34][35][36][37][38][39][40] The type species for this family is Bovine Influenza D virus which was first isolated in 2012.
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This genus has one species, influenza A virus. Wild aquatic birds are the natural hosts for a large variety of influenza A. Occasionally, viruses are transmitted to other species and may then cause devastating outbreaks in domestic poultry or give rise to human influenza pandemics[image: External link].[41] The type A viruses are the most virulent human pathogens among the three influenza types and cause the severest disease. The influenza A virus can be subdivided into different serotypes[image: External link] based on the antibody[image: External link] response to these viruses.[42] The serotypes that have been confirmed in humans, ordered by the number of known human pandemic deaths, are:


	
H1N1[image: External link], which caused Spanish Flu[image: External link] in 1918, and Swine Flu[image: External link] in 2009

	
H2N2[image: External link], which caused Asian Flu[image: External link] in 1957

	
H3N2[image: External link], which caused Hong Kong Flu[image: External link] in 1968

	
H5N1[image: External link], which caused Bird Flu[image: External link] in 2004

	
H7N7[image: External link], which has unusual zoonotic[image: External link] potential[43]


	
H1N2[image: External link], endemic in humans, pigs and birds

	H9N2[image: External link]

	H7N2[image: External link]

	H7N3[image: External link]

	H10N7[image: External link]

	H7N9[image: External link]
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This genus has one species, influenza B virus. Influenza B almost exclusively infects humans[42] and is less common than influenza A. The only other animals known to be susceptible to influenza B infection are the seal[image: External link][44] and the ferret[image: External link].[45] This type of influenza mutates at a rate 2–3 times slower than type A[46] and consequently is less genetically diverse, with only one influenza B serotype.[42] As a result of this lack of antigenic[image: External link] diversity, a degree of immunity[image: External link] to influenza B is usually acquired at an early age. However, influenza B mutates enough that lasting immunity is not possible.[47] This reduced rate of antigenic change, combined with its limited host range (inhibiting cross species antigenic shift[image: External link]), ensures that pandemics of influenza B do not occur.[48]
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This genus has one species, influenza C virus, which infects humans, dogs and pigs, sometimes causing both severe illness and local epidemics.[49][50] However, influenza C is less common than the other types and usually only causes mild disease in children.[51][52]
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Influenzaviruses A, B and C are very similar in overall structure.[53] The virus particle is 80–120 nanometers[image: External link] in diameter and usually roughly spherical, although filamentous forms can occur.[54][55] These filamentous forms are more common in influenza C, which can form cordlike structures up to 500  micrometers[image: External link] long on the surfaces of infected cells.[56] However, despite these varied shapes, the viral particles of all influenza viruses are similar in composition.[56] These are made of a viral envelope[image: External link] containing two main types of glycoproteins[image: External link], wrapped around a central core. The central core contains the viral RNA[image: External link] genome[image: External link] and other viral proteins that package and protect this RNA. RNA tends to be single stranded but in special cases it is double.[55] Unusually for a virus, its genome is not a single piece of nucleic acid[image: External link]; instead, it contains seven or eight pieces of segmented negative-sense[image: External link] RNA, each piece of RNA containing either one or two genes[image: External link], which code for a gene product (protein).[56] For example, the influenza A genome contains 11 genes on eight pieces of RNA, encoding for 11 proteins[image: External link]: hemagglutinin[image: External link] (HA), neuraminidase[image: External link] (NA), nucleoprotein[image: External link] (NP), M1[image: External link], M2[image: External link], NS1[image: External link], NS2 (NEP: nuclear export protein), PA, PB1 (polymerase basic 1), PB1-F2 and PB2.[57]

Hemagglutinin (HA) and neuraminidase (NA) are the two large glycoproteins on the outside of the viral particles. HA is a lectin[image: External link] that mediates binding of the virus to target cells and entry of the viral genome into the target cell, while NA is involved in the release of progeny virus from infected cells, by cleaving sugars that bind the mature viral particles.[58] Thus, these proteins are targets for antiviral drugs[image: External link].[59] Furthermore, they are antigens[image: External link] to which antibodies[image: External link] can be raised. Influenza A viruses are classified into subtypes based on antibody responses to HA and NA. These different types of HA and NA form the basis of the H and N distinctions in, for example, H5N1.[60] There are 16 H and 9 N subtypes known, but only H 1, 2 and 3, and N 1 and 2 are commonly found in humans.[61]
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Viruses can replicate only in living cells.[62] Influenza infection and replication is a multi-step process: First, the virus has to bind to and enter the cell, then deliver its genome to a site where it can produce new copies of viral proteins and RNA, assemble these components into new viral particles, and, last, exit the host cell.[56]

Influenza viruses bind through hemagglutinin[image: External link] onto sialic acid[image: External link] sugars on the surfaces of epithelial cells[image: External link], typically in the nose, throat, and lungs[image: External link] of mammals, and intestines[image: External link] of birds (Stage 1 in infection figure).[63] After the hemagglutinin is cleaved[image: External link] by a protease[image: External link], the cell imports the virus by endocytosis[image: External link].[64]

The intracellular details are still being elucidated. It is known that virions converge to the microtubule[image: External link] organizing center, interact with acidic endosomes and finally enter the target endosomes for genome release.[65]

Once inside the cell, the acidic conditions in the endosome[image: External link] cause two events to happen: First, part of the hemagglutinin protein fuses the viral envelope[image: External link] with the vacuole's membrane, then the M2 ion channel[image: External link] allows protons[image: External link] to move through the viral envelope and acidify the core of the virus, which causes the core to disassemble and release the viral RNA and core proteins.[56] The viral RNA (vRNA) molecules, accessory proteins and RNA-dependent RNA polymerase[image: External link] are then released into the cytoplasm[image: External link] (Stage 2).[66] The M2 ion channel is blocked by amantadine[image: External link] drugs, preventing infection.[67]

These core proteins and vRNA form a complex that is transported into the cell nucleus[image: External link], where the RNA-dependent RNA polymerase begins transcribing complementary positive-sense vRNA (Steps 3a and b).[68] The vRNA either is exported into the cytoplasm and translated (step 4) or remains in the nucleus. Newly synthesized viral proteins are either secreted through the Golgi apparatus[image: External link] onto the cell surface (in the case of neuraminidase and hemagglutinin, step 5b) or transported back into the nucleus to bind vRNA and form new viral genome particles (step 5a). Other viral proteins have multiple actions in the host cell, including degrading cellular mRNA[image: External link] and using the released nucleotides[image: External link] for vRNA synthesis and also inhibiting translation[image: External link] of host-cell mRNAs.[69]

Negative-sense vRNAs that form the genomes[image: External link] of future viruses, RNA-dependent RNA polymerase, and other viral proteins are assembled into a virion. Hemagglutinin and neuraminidase molecules cluster into a bulge in the cell membrane. The vRNA and viral core[image: External link] proteins leave the nucleus and enter this membrane protrusion (step 6). The mature virus buds off from the cell in a sphere of host phospholipid membrane[image: External link], acquiring hemagglutinin and neuraminidase with this membrane coat (step 7).[70] As before, the viruses adhere to the cell through hemagglutinin; the mature viruses detach once their neuraminidase[image: External link] has cleaved sialic acid residues from the host cell.[63] After the release of new influenza viruses, the host cell dies.

Because of the absence of RNA proofreading[image: External link] enzymes, the RNA-dependent RNA polymerase that copies the viral genome makes an error roughly every 10 thousand nucleotides, which is the approximate length of the influenza vRNA. Hence, the majority of newly manufactured influenza viruses are mutants; this causes antigenic drift[image: External link], which is a slow change in the antigens on the viral surface over time.[71] The separation of the genome into eight separate segments of vRNA allows mixing or reassortment[image: External link] of vRNAs if more than one type of influenza virus infects a single cell. The resulting rapid change in viral genetics produces antigenic shifts[image: External link], which are sudden changes from one antigen to another. These sudden large changes allow the virus to infect new host species and quickly overcome protective immunity.[60] This is important in the emergence of pandemics, as discussed below in the section on Epidemiology.
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When an infected person sneezes or coughs more than half a million virus particles can be spread to those close by.[72] In otherwise healthy adults, influenza virus shedding (the time during which a person might be infectious to another person) increases sharply one-half to one day after infection, peaks on day 2 and persists for an average total duration of 5 days—but can persist as long as 9 days.[73] In those who develop symptoms from experimental infection (only 67% of healthy experimentally infected individuals), symptoms and viral shedding show a similar pattern, but with viral shedding preceding illness by one day.[73] Children are much more infectious than adults and shed virus from just before they develop symptoms until two weeks after infection.[74] In immunocompromised people, viral shedding can continue for longer than two weeks.[75]

Influenza can be spread in three main ways:[76][77] by direct transmission (when an infected person sneezes mucus directly into the eyes, nose or mouth of another person); the airborne route (when someone inhales the aerosols[image: External link] produced by an infected person coughing, sneezing or spitting) and through hand-to-eye, hand-to-nose, or hand-to-mouth transmission, either from contaminated surfaces or from direct personal contact such as a handshake. The relative importance of these three modes of transmission is unclear, and they may all contribute to the spread of the virus.[6] In the airborne route, the droplets that are small enough for people to inhale are 0.5 to 5  µm[image: External link] in diameter and inhaling just one droplet might be enough to cause an infection.[76] Although a single sneeze releases up to 40,000 droplets,[78] most of these droplets are quite large and will quickly settle out of the air.[76] How long influenza survives in airborne droplets seems to be influenced by the levels of humidity[image: External link] and UV radiation[image: External link], with low humidity and a lack of sunlight in winter aiding its survival.[76]

As the influenza virus can persist outside of the body, it can also be transmitted by contaminated surfaces such as banknotes,[79] doorknobs, light switches and other household items.[16] The length of time the virus will persist on a surface varies, with the virus surviving for one to two days on hard, non-porous surfaces such as plastic or metal, for about fifteen minutes from dry paper tissues, and only five minutes on skin.[80] However, if the virus is present in mucus, this can protect it for longer periods (up to 17 days on banknotes).[76][79] Avian influenza viruses can survive indefinitely when frozen.[81] They are inactivated by heating to 56 °C (133 °F) for a minimum of 60 minutes, as well as by acids (at pH <2).[81]
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The mechanisms by which influenza infection causes symptoms in humans have been studied intensively. One of the mechanisms is believed to be the inhibition of adrenocorticotropic hormone[image: External link] (ACTH) resulting in lowered cortisol[image: External link] levels.[82] Knowing which genes are carried by a particular strain can help predict how well it will infect humans and how severe this infection will be (that is, predict the strain's pathophysiology[image: External link]).[50][83]

For instance, part of the process that allows influenza viruses to invade cells is the cleavage[image: External link] of the viral hemagglutinin[image: External link] protein by any one of several human proteases[image: External link].[64] In mild and avirulent viruses, the structure of the hemagglutinin means that it can only be cleaved by proteases found in the throat and lungs, so these viruses cannot infect other tissues. However, in highly virulent strains, such as H5N1, the hemagglutinin can be cleaved by a wide variety of proteases, allowing the virus to spread throughout the body.[83]

The viral hemagglutinin protein is responsible for determining both which species a strain can infect and where in the human respiratory tract[image: External link] a strain of influenza will bind.[84] Strains that are easily transmitted between people have hemagglutinin proteins that bind to receptors in the upper part of the respiratory tract, such as in the nose, throat and mouth. In contrast, the highly lethal H5N1 strain binds to receptors that are mostly found deep in the lungs.[85] This difference in the site of infection may be part of the reason why the H5N1 strain causes severe viral pneumonia in the lungs, but is not easily transmitted by people coughing and sneezing.[86][87]

Common symptoms of the flu such as fever, headaches, and fatigue are the result of the huge amounts of proinflammatory cytokines[image: External link] and chemokines[image: External link] (such as interferon[image: External link] or tumor necrosis factor[image: External link]) produced from influenza-infected cells.[21][88] In contrast to the rhinovirus[image: External link] that causes the common cold[image: External link], influenza does cause tissue damage, so symptoms are not entirely due to the inflammatory response[image: External link].[89] This massive immune response might produce a life-threatening cytokine storm[image: External link]. This effect has been proposed to be the cause of the unusual lethality of both the H5N1 avian influenza,[90] and the 1918 pandemic strain.[91][92] However, another possibility is that these large amounts of cytokines are just a result of the massive levels of viral replication produced by these strains, and the immune response does not itself contribute to the disease.[93]
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Main article: Influenza vaccine[image: External link]


The influenza vaccine[image: External link] is recommended by the World Health Organization[image: External link] and United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link] for high-risk groups, such as children, the elderly, health care workers, and people who have chronic illnesses such as asthma[image: External link], diabetes[image: External link], heart disease[image: External link], or are immuno-compromised among others.[94][95] In healthy adults it is modestly effective in decreasing the amount of influenza-like symptoms in a population.[96] Evidence is supportive of a decreased rate of influenza in children over the age of two.[97] In those with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease[image: External link] vaccination reduces exacerbations,[98] it is not clear if it reduces asthma exacerbations.[99] Evidence supports a lower rate of influenza-like illness in many groups who are immunocompromised such as those with: HIV/AIDS[image: External link], cancer[image: External link], and post organ transplant.[100] In those at high risk immunization may reduce the risk of heart disease[image: External link].[101] Whether immunizing health care workers affects patient outcomes is controversial with some reviews finding insufficient evidence[102][103] and others finding tentative evidence.[104][105]

Due to the high mutation rate[image: External link] of the virus, a particular influenza vaccine usually confers protection for no more than a few years. Every year, the World Health Organization predicts which strains of the virus are most likely to be circulating in the next year (see Historical annual reformulations of the influenza vaccine[image: External link]), allowing pharmaceutical companies[image: External link] to develop vaccines that will provide the best immunity against these strains.[106] The vaccine is reformulated each season for a few specific flu strains but does not include all the strains active in the world during that season. It takes about six months for the manufacturers to formulate and produce the millions of doses required to deal with the seasonal epidemics; occasionally, a new or overlooked strain becomes prominent during that time.[107] It is also possible to get infected just before vaccination and get sick with the strain that the vaccine is supposed to prevent, as the vaccine takes about two weeks to become effective.[108]

Vaccines can cause the immune system[image: External link] to react as if the body were actually being infected, and general infection symptoms (many cold and flu symptoms are just general infection symptoms) can appear, though these symptoms are usually not as severe or long-lasting as influenza. The most dangerous adverse effect[image: External link] is a severe allergic reaction[image: External link] to either the virus material itself or residues from the hen eggs used to grow the influenza; however, these reactions are extremely rare.[109]

The cost-effectiveness of seasonal influenza vaccination has been widely evaluated for different groups and in different settings.[110] It has generally been found to be a cost-effective intervention, especially in children[111] and the elderly,[112] however the results of economic evaluations of influenza vaccination have often been found to be dependent on key assumptions.[113][114]
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Further information: Influenza prevention[image: External link]


Reasonably effective ways to reduce the transmission of influenza include good personal health and hygiene habits such as: not touching your eyes, nose or mouth;[115] frequent hand washing[image: External link] (with soap and water, or with alcohol-based hand rubs);[116] covering coughs and sneezes; avoiding close contact with sick people; and staying home yourself if you are sick. Avoiding spitting is also recommended.[117] Although face masks[image: External link] might help prevent transmission when caring for the sick,[118][119] there is mixed evidence on beneficial effects in the community.[117][120] Smoking raises the risk of contracting influenza, as well as producing more severe disease symptoms.[121][122]

Since influenza spreads through both aerosols[image: External link] and contact with contaminated surfaces, surface sanitizing may help prevent some infections.[123] Alcohol[image: External link] is an effective sanitizer against influenza viruses, while quaternary ammonium compounds[image: External link] can be used with alcohol so that the sanitizing effect lasts for longer.[124] In hospitals, quaternary ammonium compounds and bleach[image: External link] are used to sanitize rooms or equipment that have been occupied by patients with influenza symptoms.[124] At home, this can be done effectively with a diluted chlorine bleach.[125]

Social distancing[image: External link] strategies used during past pandemics, such as closing schools, churches and theaters, slowed the spread of the virus but did not have a large effect on the overall death rate.[126][127] It is uncertain if reducing public gatherings, by for example closing schools and workplaces, will reduce transmission since people with influenza may just be moved from one area to another; such measures would also be difficult to enforce and might be unpopular.[117] When small numbers of people are infected, isolating the sick might reduce the risk of transmission.[117]
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Main article: Influenza treatment[image: External link]


People with the flu are advised to get plenty of rest, drink plenty of liquids, avoid using alcohol[image: External link] and tobacco[image: External link] and, if necessary, take medications such as acetaminophen ( paracetamol[image: External link]) to relieve the fever and muscle aches associated with the flu.[128] Children and teenagers with flu symptoms (particularly fever) should avoid taking aspirin[image: External link] during an influenza infection (especially influenza type B[image: External link]), because doing so can lead to Reye's syndrome[image: External link], a rare but potentially fatal disease of the liver[image: External link].[129] Since influenza is caused by a virus, antibiotics[image: External link] have no effect on the infection; unless prescribed for secondary infections[image: External link] such as bacterial pneumonia[image: External link]. Antiviral medication may be effective, if given early, but some strains of influenza can show resistance to the standard antiviral drugs and there is concern about the quality of the research.[130]
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The two classes of antiviral drugs used against influenza are neuraminidase inhibitors[image: External link] ( oseltamivir[image: External link] and zanamivir[image: External link]) and M2 protein[image: External link] inhibitors ( adamantane[image: External link] derivatives).
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Overall the benefits of neuraminidase inhibitors in those who are otherwise healthy do not appear to be greater than the risks.[7] There does not appear to be any benefit in those with other health problems.[7] In those believed to have the flu, they decreased the length of time symptoms were present by slightly less than a day but did not appear to affect the risk of complications such as needing hospitalization or pneumonia[image: External link].[8] Previous to 2013 the benefits were unclear as the manufacturer ( Roche[image: External link]) refused to release trial data for independent analysis.[131] Increasingly prevalent resistance to neuraminidase inhibitors has led to researchers to seek alternative antiviral drugs with different mechanisms of action.[132]
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The antiviral drugs[image: External link] amantadine[image: External link] and rimantadine[image: External link] inhibit a viral ion channel[image: External link] (M2 protein[image: External link]), thus inhibiting replication of the influenza A virus.[67] These drugs are sometimes effective against influenza A if given early in the infection but are ineffective against influenza B viruses, which lack the M2 drug target.[133] Measured resistance to amantadine and rimantadine in American isolates of H3N2[image: External link] has increased to 91% in 2005.[134] This high level of resistance may be due to the easy availability of amantadines as part of over-the-counter cold remedies in countries such as China and Russia,[135] and their use to prevent outbreaks of influenza in farmed poultry.[136][137] The CDC recommended against using M2 inhibitors during the 2005–06 influenza season due to high levels of drug resistance[image: External link].[138]
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Influenza's effects are much more severe and last longer than those of the common cold[image: External link]. Most people will recover completely in about one to two weeks, but others will develop life-threatening complications (such as pneumonia[image: External link]). Thus, influenza can be deadly, especially for the weak, young and old, or chronically ill.[60] People with a weak immune system[image: External link], such as people with advanced HIV[image: External link] infection or transplant patients (whose immune systems are medically suppressed to prevent transplant organ rejection), suffer from particularly severe disease.[139] Pregnant women and young children are also at a high risk for complications.[140]

The flu can worsen chronic health problems. People with emphysema, chronic bronchitis or asthma may experience shortness of breath[image: External link] while they have the flu, and influenza may cause worsening of coronary heart disease[image: External link] or congestive heart failure[image: External link].[141] Smoking[image: External link] is another risk factor[image: External link] associated with more serious disease and increased mortality from influenza.[142]

According to the World Health Organization: "Every winter, tens of millions of people get the flu. Most are only ill and out of work for a week, yet the elderly are at a higher risk of death from the illness. We know the worldwide death toll exceeds a few hundred thousand people a year, but even in developed countries the numbers are uncertain, because medical authorities don't usually verify who actually died of influenza and who died of a flu-like illness."[143] Even healthy people can be affected, and serious problems from influenza can happen at any age. People over 65 years old, pregnant women, very young children and people of any age with chronic medical conditions[image: External link] are more likely to get complications from influenza, such as pneumonia, bronchitis[image: External link], sinus[image: External link], and ear infections[image: External link].[144]

In some cases, an autoimmune[image: External link] response to an influenza infection may contribute to the development of Guillain–Barré syndrome[image: External link].[145] However, as many other infections can increase the risk of this disease, influenza may only be an important cause during epidemics.[145][146] This syndrome has been believed to also be a rare side effect of influenza vaccines. One review gives an incidence of about one case per million vaccinations.[147] Getting infected by influenza itself increases both the risk of death (up to 1 in 10,000) and increases the risk of developing GBS to a much higher level than the highest level of suspected vaccine involvement (approx. 10 times higher by recent estimates).[148][149]
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Further information: Flu season[image: External link]


Influenza reaches peak prevalence in winter, and because the Northern[image: External link] and Southern Hemispheres[image: External link] have winter at different times of the year, there are actually two different flu seasons each year. This is why the World Health Organization (assisted by the National Influenza Centers[image: External link]) makes recommendations for two different vaccine formulations every year; one for the Northern, and one for the Southern Hemisphere.[106]

A long-standing puzzle has been why outbreaks of the flu occur seasonally rather than uniformly throughout the year. One possible explanation is that, because people are indoors more often during the winter, they are in close contact more often, and this promotes transmission from person to person. Increased travel due to the Northern Hemisphere winter holiday season may also play a role.[150] Another factor is that cold temperatures lead to drier air, which may dehydrate mucus, preventing the body from effectively expelling virus particles. The virus also survives longer on surfaces at colder temperatures and aerosol transmission of the virus is highest in cold environments (less than 5 °C) with low relative humidity.[151] The lower air humidity in winter seems to be the main cause of seasonal influenza transmission in temperate regions.[152][153]

However, seasonal changes in infection rates also occur in tropical regions, and in some countries these peaks of infection are seen mainly during the rainy season.[154] Seasonal changes in contact rates from school terms, which are a major factor in other childhood diseases[image: External link] such as measles[image: External link] and pertussis[image: External link], may also play a role in the flu. A combination of these small seasonal effects may be amplified by dynamical resonance with the endogenous disease cycles.[155] H5N1[image: External link] exhibits seasonality in both humans and birds.[156]

An alternative hypothesis to explain seasonality in influenza infections is an effect of vitamin D[image: External link] levels on immunity to the virus.[157] This idea was first proposed by Robert Edgar Hope-Simpson[image: External link] in 1965.[158] He proposed that the cause of influenza epidemics during winter may be connected to seasonal fluctuations of vitamin D, which is produced in the skin under the influence of solar (or artificial) UV radiation[image: External link]. This could explain why influenza occurs mostly in winter and during the tropical rainy season, when people stay indoors, away from the sun, and their vitamin D levels fall.
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Further information: Flu pandemic[image: External link]


As influenza is caused by a variety of species and strains of viruses[image: External link], in any given year some strains can die out while others create epidemics[image: External link], while yet another strain can cause a pandemic[image: External link]. Typically, in a year's normal two flu seasons[image: External link] (one per hemisphere), there are between three and five million cases of severe illness and around 500,000 deaths worldwide,[159] which by some definitions is a yearly influenza epidemic.[160] Although the incidence of influenza can vary widely between years, approximately 36,000 deaths and more than 200,000 hospitalizations are directly associated with influenza every year in the United States.[161][162] One method of calculating influenza mortality produced an estimate of 41,400 average deaths per year in the United States between 1979 and 2001.[163] Different methods in 2010 by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link] (CDC) reported a range from a low of about 3,300 deaths to a high of 49,000 per year.[164]

Roughly three times per century, a pandemic occurs, which infects a large proportion of the world's population and can kill tens of millions of people (see pandemics section[image: External link]). One study estimated that if a strain with similar virulence[image: External link] to the 1918 influenza emerged today, it could kill between 50 and 80 million people.[165]

New influenza viruses are constantly evolving[image: External link] by mutation[image: External link] or by reassortment[image: External link].[42] Mutations can cause small changes in the hemagglutinin[image: External link] and neuraminidase[image: External link] antigens[image: External link] on the surface of the virus. This is called antigenic drift[image: External link], which slowly creates an increasing variety of strains until one evolves that can infect people who are immune to the pre-existing strains. This new variant then replaces the older strains as it rapidly sweeps through the human population, often causing an epidemic.[166] However, since the strains produced by drift will still be reasonably similar to the older strains, some people will still be immune to them. In contrast, when influenza viruses reassort, they acquire completely new antigens—for example by reassortment between avian strains and human strains; this is called antigenic shift[image: External link]. If a human influenza virus is produced that has entirely new antigens, everybody will be susceptible, and the novel influenza will spread uncontrollably, causing a pandemic.[167] In contrast to this model of pandemics based on antigenic drift and shift, an alternative approach has been proposed where the periodic pandemics are produced by interactions of a fixed set of viral strains with a human population with a constantly changing set of immunities to different viral strains.[168]

From a public health point of view, flu epidemics spread rapidly and are very difficult to control. Most influenza virus strains are not very infectious and each infected individual will only go on to infect one or two other individuals (the basic reproduction number for influenza is generally around 1.4). However, the generation time for influenza is extremely short: the time from a person becoming infected to when he infects the next person is only two days. The short generation time means that influenza epidemics generally peak at around 2 months and burn out after 3 months: the decision to intervene in an influenza epidemic therefore has to be taken early, and the decision is therefore often made on the back of incomplete data. Another problem is that individuals become infectious before they become symptomatic, which means that putting people in quarantine after they become ill is not an effective public health intervention.[169] For the average person, viral shedding tends to peak on day two whereas symptoms peak on day three.[14]
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See also: Timeline of influenza[image: External link]
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The word Influenza comes from the Italian language[image: External link] meaning "influence" and refers to the cause of the disease; initially, this ascribed illness to unfavorable astrological[image: External link] influences.[170] Changes in medical thought led to its modification to influenza del freddo, meaning "influence of the cold". The word influenza was first used in English to refer to the disease we know today in 1703 by J. Hugger of the University of Edinburgh in his thesis De Catarrho epidemio, vel Influenza, prout in India occidentali sese ostendit.[171] Archaic terms for influenza include epidemic catarrh, grippe (from the French, first used by Molyneaux in 1694 [172]), sweating sickness, and Spanish fever (particularly for the 1918 flu pandemic strain).[173]
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Further information: Influenza pandemic[image: External link], Spanish flu[image: External link], and Hong Kong flu[image: External link]


The symptoms of human influenza were clearly described by Hippocrates[image: External link] roughly 2,400 years ago.[175][176] Although the virus seems to have caused epidemics throughout human history, historical data on influenza are difficult to interpret, because the symptoms can be similar to those of other respiratory diseases.[177][178] The disease may have spread from Europe to the Americas as early as the European colonization of the Americas[image: External link]; since almost the entire indigenous population of the Antilles was killed by an epidemic resembling influenza that broke out in 1493, after the arrival of Christopher Columbus[image: External link].[179][180]

The first convincing record of an influenza pandemic was of an outbreak in 1580, which began in Russia and spread to Europe via Africa. In Rome[image: External link], over 8,000 people were killed, and several Spanish cities were almost wiped out. Pandemics continued sporadically throughout the 17th and 18th centuries, with the pandemic of 1830–1833 being particularly widespread; it infected approximately a quarter of the people exposed.[178]

The most famous and lethal outbreak was the 1918 flu pandemic (Spanish flu pandemic) (type A influenza[image: External link], H1N1[image: External link] subtype), which lasted from 1918 to 1919. It is not known exactly how many it killed, but estimates range from 50 to 100 million people.[174][181][182] This pandemic has been described as "the greatest medical holocaust in history" and may have killed as many people as the Black Death[image: External link].[178] This huge death toll was caused by an extremely high infection rate of up to 50% and the extreme severity of the symptoms, suspected to be caused by cytokine storms[image: External link].[182] Symptoms in 1918 were so unusual that initially influenza was misdiagnosed as dengue, cholera[image: External link], or typhoid. One observer wrote, "One of the most striking of the complications was hemorrhage from mucous membranes[image: External link], especially from the nose, stomach, and intestine. Bleeding from the ears and petechial hemorrhages[image: External link] in the skin also occurred."[181] The majority of deaths were from bacterial pneumonia[image: External link], a secondary infection[image: External link] caused by influenza, but the virus also killed people directly, causing massive hemorrhages[image: External link] and edema[image: External link] in the lung.[183]

The 1918 flu pandemic was truly global, spreading even to the Arctic[image: External link] and remote Pacific islands[image: External link]. The unusually severe disease killed between two and twenty percent of those infected, as opposed to the more usual flu epidemic mortality rate[image: External link] of 0.1%.[174][181] Another unusual feature of this pandemic was that it mostly killed young adults, with 99% of pandemic influenza deaths occurring in people under 65, and more than half in young adults 20 to 40 years old.[184] This is unusual since influenza is normally most deadly to the very young (under age 2) and the very old (over age 70). The total mortality of the 1918–1919 pandemic is not known, but it is estimated that 2.5% to 5% of the world's population was killed. As many as 25 million may have been killed in the first 25 weeks; in contrast, HIV/AIDS[image: External link] has killed 25 million in its first 25 years.[181]

Later flu pandemics were not so devastating. They included the 1957 Asian Flu[image: External link] (type A, H2N2[image: External link] strain) and the 1968 Hong Kong Flu[image: External link] (type A, H3N2[image: External link] strain), but even these smaller outbreaks killed millions of people. In later pandemics antibiotics[image: External link] were available to control secondary infections and this may have helped reduce mortality compared to the Spanish Flu of 1918.[174]



	Known [9][178]




	Name of pandemic
	Date
	Deaths
	Case fatality rate[image: External link]
	Subtype involved
	Pandemic Severity Index[image: External link]



	1889–1890 flu pandemic[image: External link]

(Asiatic or Russian Flu)[185]
	1889–1890
	1 million
	0.15%
	possibly H3N8[image: External link]

or H2N2[image: External link]
	N/A



	1918 flu pandemic

(Spanish flu)[186]
	1918–1920
	20 to 100 million
	2%
	H1N1[image: External link]
	5



	Asian Flu[image: External link]
	1957–1958
	1 to 1.5 million
	0.13%
	H2N2[image: External link]
	2



	Hong Kong Flu[image: External link]
	1968–1969
	0.75 to 1 million
	<0.1%
	H3N2[image: External link]
	2



	Russian flu[image: External link]
	1977–1978
	no accurate count
	N/A
	H1N1[image: External link]
	N/A



	2009 flu pandemic[image: External link][187]
	2009–2010
	105,700–395,600[188]
	0.03%
	H1N1[image: External link]
	N/A




The first influenza virus to be isolated was from poultry, when in 1901 the agent causing a disease called "fowl plague" was passed through Chamberland filters[image: External link], which have pores that are too small for bacteria[image: External link] to pass through.[189] The etiological[image: External link] cause of influenza, the Orthomyxoviridae family of viruses, was first discovered in pigs[image: External link] by Richard Shope[image: External link] in 1931.[190] This discovery was shortly followed by the isolation of the virus from humans by a group headed by Patrick Laidlaw[image: External link] at the Medical Research Council[image: External link] of the United Kingdom in 1933.[191] However, it was not until Wendell Stanley[image: External link] first crystallized tobacco mosaic virus[image: External link] in 1935 that the non-cellular[image: External link] nature of viruses was appreciated.

The first significant step towards preventing influenza was the development in 1944 of a killed-virus vaccine for influenza by Thomas Francis, Jr.[image: External link] This built on work by Australian Frank Macfarlane Burnet[image: External link], who showed that the virus lost virulence when it was cultured in fertilized hen's eggs.[193] Application of this observation by Francis allowed his group of researchers at the University of Michigan[image: External link] to develop the first influenza vaccine, with support from the U.S. Army[image: External link].[194] The Army was deeply involved in this research due to its experience of influenza in World War I[image: External link], when thousands of troops were killed by the virus in a matter of months.[181] In comparison to vaccines, the development of anti-influenza drugs has been slower, with amantadine[image: External link] being licensed in 1966 and, almost thirty years later, the next class of drugs (the neuraminidase inhibitors[image: External link]) being developed.[61]
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Further information: Social impact of H5N1[image: External link]


Influenza produces direct costs[image: External link] due to lost productivity[image: External link] and associated medical treatment, as well as indirect costs[image: External link] of preventative measures. In the United States, influenza is responsible for a total cost of over $10 billion per year, while it has been estimated that a future pandemic could cause hundreds of billions of dollars in direct and indirect costs.[195] However, the economic impacts of past pandemics have not been intensively studied, and some authors have suggested that the Spanish influenza[image: External link] actually had a positive long-term effect on per-capita income growth, despite a large reduction in the working population and severe short-term depressive[image: External link] effects.[196] Other studies have attempted to predict the costs of a pandemic as serious as the 1918 Spanish flu on the U.S. economy[image: External link], where 30% of all workers became ill, and 2.5% were killed. A 30% sickness rate and a three-week length of illness would decrease the gross domestic product[image: External link] by 5%. Additional costs would come from medical treatment of 18 million to 45 million people, and total economic costs would be approximately $700 billion.[197]

Preventative costs are also high. Governments worldwide have spent billions of U.S. dollars[image: External link] preparing and planning for a potential H5N1 avian influenza pandemic, with costs associated with purchasing drugs and vaccines as well as developing disaster drills[image: External link] and strategies for improved border controls[image: External link].[198] On 1 November 2005, United States President George W. Bush unveiled the National Strategy to Safeguard Against the Danger of Pandemic Influenza[195] backed by a request to Congress for $7.1 billion to begin implementing the plan.[199] Internationally, on 18 January 2006, donor nations pledged US$2 billion to combat bird flu at the two-day International Pledging Conference on Avian and Human Influenza held in China.[200]

In an assessment of the 2009 H1N1 pandemic on selected countries in the Southern Hemisphere, data suggest that all countries experienced some time-limited and/or geographically isolated socio/economic effects and a temporary decrease in tourism most likely due to fear of 2009 H1N1 disease. It is still too early to determine whether the H1N1 pandemic has caused any long-term economic impacts.[201]
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Further information: Influenza research[image: External link]


Research on influenza includes studies on molecular virology[image: External link], how the virus produces disease ( pathogenesis[image: External link]), host immune responses[image: External link], viral genomics[image: External link], and how the virus spreads ( epidemiology[image: External link]). These studies help in developing influenza countermeasures; for example, a better understanding of the body's immune system response helps vaccine[image: External link] development, and a detailed picture of how influenza invades cells aids the development of antiviral drugs. One important basic research[image: External link] program is the Influenza Genome Sequencing Project[image: External link], which is creating a library of influenza sequences; this library should help clarify which factors make one strain more lethal than another, which genes most affect immunogenicity[image: External link], and how the virus evolves[image: External link] over time.[202]

Research into new vaccines is particularly important, as current vaccines are very slow and expensive to produce and must be reformulated every year. The sequencing of the influenza genome and recombinant DNA[image: External link] technology may accelerate the generation of new vaccine strains by allowing scientists to substitute new antigens into a previously developed vaccine strain.[203] New technologies are also being developed to grow viruses in cell culture[image: External link], which promises higher yields, less cost, better quality and surge capacity.[204] Research on a universal influenza A vaccine, targeted against the external domain of the transmembrane viral M2 protein[image: External link] (M2e), is being done at the University of Ghent[image: External link] by Walter Fiers[image: External link], Xavier Saelens[image: External link] and their team[205][206][207] and has now successfully concluded Phase I clinical trials. There has been some research success towards a "universal flu vaccine" that produces antibodies against proteins on the viral coat which mutate less rapidly, and thus a single shot could potentially provide longer-lasting protection.[208][209][210]

A number of biologics[image: External link], therapeutic vaccines and immunobiologics are also being investigated for treatment of infection caused by viruses. Therapeutic biologics are designed to activate the immune response to virus or antigens. Typically, biologics do not target metabolic pathways[image: External link] like anti-viral drugs, but stimulate immune cells such as lymphocytes[image: External link], macrophages[image: External link], and/or antigen presenting cells[image: External link], in an effort to drive an immune response towards a cytotoxic[image: External link] effect against the virus. Influenza models, such as murine influenza, are convenient models to test the effects of prophylactic and therapeutic biologics. For example, Lymphocyte T-Cell Immune Modulator[image: External link] inhibits viral growth in the murine model of influenza.[211]
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Further information: Influenzavirus A[image: External link], H5N1[image: External link], and Transmission and infection of H5N1[image: External link]


Influenza infects many animal species, and transfer of viral strains between species can occur. Birds[image: External link] are thought to be the main animal reservoirs[image: External link] of influenza viruses.[212] Sixteen forms of hemagglutinin[image: External link] and nine forms of neuraminidase[image: External link] have been identified. All known subtypes (HxNy) are found in birds, but many subtypes are endemic in humans, dogs[image: External link], horses[image: External link], and pigs[image: External link]; populations of camels[image: External link], ferrets[image: External link], cats[image: External link], seals[image: External link], mink[image: External link], and whales[image: External link] also show evidence of prior infection or exposure to influenza.[47] Variants of flu virus are sometimes named according to the species the strain is endemic in or adapted to. The main variants named using this convention are: bird flu[image: External link], human flu[image: External link], swine flu[image: External link], horse flu[image: External link] and dog flu[image: External link]. (Cat flu[image: External link] generally refers to feline viral rhinotracheitis[image: External link] or feline calicivirus[image: External link] and not infection from an influenza virus.) In pigs, horses and dogs, influenza symptoms are similar to humans, with cough, fever and loss of appetite[image: External link].[47] The frequency of animal diseases are not as well-studied as human infection, but an outbreak of influenza in harbor seals caused approximately 500 seal deaths off the New England[image: External link] coast in 1979–1980.[213] However, outbreaks in pigs are common and do not cause severe mortality.[47] Vaccines[image: External link] have also been developed to protect poultry[image: External link] from avian influenza[image: External link]. These vaccines can be effective against multiple strains and are used either as part of a preventative strategy, or combined with culling[image: External link] in attempts to eradicate outbreaks.[214]
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Flu symptoms in birds are variable and can be unspecific.[215] The symptoms following infection with low-pathogenicity avian influenza may be as mild as ruffled feathers, a small reduction in egg production, or weight loss[image: External link] combined with minor respiratory disease[image: External link].[216] Since these mild symptoms can make diagnosis in the field difficult, tracking the spread of avian influenza[image: External link] requires laboratory testing of samples from infected birds. Some strains such as Asian H9N2[image: External link] are highly virulent to poultry and may cause more extreme symptoms and significant mortality.[217] In its most highly pathogenic form, influenza in chickens[image: External link] and turkeys[image: External link] produces a sudden appearance of severe symptoms and almost 100% mortality within two days.[218] As the virus spreads rapidly in the crowded conditions seen in the intensive farming[image: External link] of chickens and turkeys, these outbreaks can cause large economic losses to poultry farmers.

An avian-adapted, highly pathogenic strain of H5N1 (called HPAI A(H5N1), for "highly pathogenic avian influenza virus of type A of subtype H5N1") causes H5N1 flu[image: External link], commonly known as "avian influenza" or simply "bird flu", and is endemic[image: External link] in many bird populations, especially in Southeast Asia[image: External link]. This Asian lineage strain of HPAI A(H5N1) is spreading globally[image: External link]. It is epizootic[image: External link] (an epidemic in non-humans) and panzootic (a disease affecting animals of many species, especially over a wide area), killing tens of millions of birds and spurring the culling[image: External link] of hundreds of millions of other birds in an attempt to control its spread. Most references in the media to "bird flu" and most references to H5N1 are about this specific strain.[219][220]

At present, HPAI A(H5N1) is an avian disease, and there is no evidence suggesting efficient human-to-human transmission of HPAI A(H5N1). In almost all cases, those infected have had extensive physical contact with infected birds.[221] In the future, H5N1 may mutate or reassort into a strain capable of efficient human-to-human transmission. The exact changes that are required for this to happen are not well understood.[222] However, due to the high lethality and virulence[image: External link] of H5N1, its endemic[image: External link] presence, and its large and increasing biological host reservoir, the H5N1 virus was the world's pandemic threat in the 2006–07 flu season, and billions of dollars are being raised and spent researching H5N1 and preparing for a potential influenza pandemic.[198]

In March 2013, the Chinese government reported three cases of H7N9 influenza infections in humans. Two of whom had died and the third was critically ill. Although the strain of the virus is not thought to spread efficiently between humans,[223][224] by mid-April, at least 82 persons had become ill from H7N9, of which 17 had died. These cases include three small family clusters in Shanghai and one cluster between a neighboring girl and boy in Beijing, raising at least the possibility of human-to-human transmission. WHO points out that one cluster did not have two of the cases lab confirmed and further points out, as a matter of baseline information, that some viruses are able to cause limited human-to-human transmission under conditions of close contact but are not transmissible enough to cause large community outbreaks.[225][226]
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In pigs swine influenza[image: External link] produces fever, lethargy, sneezing, coughing, difficulty breathing and decreased appetite.[227] In some cases the infection can cause abortion. Although mortality is usually low, the virus can produce weight loss and poor growth, causing economic loss to farmers.[227] Infected pigs can lose up to 12 pounds of body weight over a 3- to 4-week period.[227] Direct transmission of an influenza virus from pigs to humans is occasionally possible (this is called zoonotic[image: External link] swine flu). In all, 50 human cases are known to have occurred since the virus was identified in the mid-20th century, which have resulted in six deaths.[228]

In 2009, a swine-origin H1N1[image: External link] virus strain commonly referred to as "swine flu" caused the 2009 flu pandemic[image: External link], but there is no evidence that it is endemic to pigs (i.e. actually a swine flu) or of transmission from pigs to people, instead the virus is spreading from person to person.[229][230] This strain is a reassortment of several strains of H1N1 that are usually found separately, in humans[image: External link], birds[image: External link], and pigs.[231]
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1918 flu Pandemic






The 1918 flu pandemic (January 1918 – December 1920) was an unusually deadly influenza pandemic[image: External link], the first of the two pandemics involving H1N1 influenza virus[image: External link].[1] It infected 500 million people across the world,[2] including remote Pacific islands and the Arctic, and resulted in the deaths of 50 to 100 million (three to five percent of the world's population[3]), making it one of the deadliest natural disasters in human history.[4][5][6] Disease had already greatly limited life expectancy[image: External link] in the early 20th century. A considerable spike occurred at the time of the pandemic, specifically the year 1918. Life expectancy in the United States alone dropped by about 12 years.[7][8][9][10]

Most influenza outbreaks disproportionately kill juvenile, elderly, or already weakened patients; in contrast, the 1918 pandemic predominantly killed previously healthy young adults.

There are several possible explanations for the high mortality rate of the 1918 influenza pandemic. Some research suggests that the specific variant of the virus had an unusually aggressive nature. One group of researchers recovered the original virus from the bodies of frozen victims, and found that transfection in animals caused a rapid progressive respiratory failure and death through a cytokine storm[image: External link] (overreaction of the body's immune system[image: External link]). It was then postulated that the strong immune reactions of young adults ravaged the body, whereas the weaker immune systems of children and middle-aged adults resulted in fewer deaths among those groups.[11]

More recent investigations, mainly based on original medical reports from the period of the pandemic,[12][13] found that the viral infection itself was not more aggressive than any previous influenza, but that the special circumstances (malnourishment, overcrowded medical camps and hospitals, poor hygiene) promoted bacterial superinfection that killed most of the victims typically after a somewhat prolonged death bed.[14][15]

Historical and epidemiological[image: External link] data are inadequate to identify the pandemic's geographic origin.[2] It was implicated in the outbreak of encephalitis lethargica[image: External link] in the 1920s.[16]

To maintain morale, wartime[image: External link] censors minimized early reports of illness and mortality in Germany, the United Kingdom, France, and the United States.[17][18] However, papers were free to report the epidemic's effects in neutral Spain (such as the grave illness of King Alfonso XIII[image: External link]).[19] This reporting dichotomy created a false impression of Spain as especially hard hit,[20] thereby giving rise to the pandemic's nickname, Spanish Flu.[21] In Spain, a different nickname was adopted, the Naples Soldier (Soldado de Nápoles), which came from a musical operetta (zarzuela) titled La canción del olvido (The Song of Forgetting), which premiered in Madrid during the first epidemic wave. Federico Romero[image: External link], one of the librettists, quipped that the play's most popular musical number, Naples Soldier, was as catchy as the flu.[22]
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The site of the very first confirmed outbreak was at Camp Funston, Fort Riley[image: External link], Kansas[image: External link], then a military training facility preparing American troops for involvement in World War I. The first victim diagnosed with the new strain of flu on Monday, March 11, 1918, was mess cook Private Albert Gitchell.[23][24] Historian Alfred W. Crosby[image: External link] recorded that the flu originated in Kansas,[25] and popular writer John Barry[image: External link] echoed Crosby in describing Haskell County, Kansas[image: External link], as the point of origin.[26]

In contrast, investigative work in 1999 by a British team led by virologist[image: External link] John Oxford[image: External link][27] of St Bartholomew's Hospital[image: External link] and the Royal London Hospital[image: External link] identified the major troop staging and hospital camp in Étaples[image: External link], France, as being the center of the 1918 flu pandemic. These researchers postulated that a significant precursor virus, harbored in birds, mutated to pigs that were kept near the front.[28]

Earlier hypotheses of the epidemic's origin have varied. Some hypothesized the flu originated in East Asia.[29][30] Dr. C. Hannoun, leading expert of the 1918 flu for the Institut Pasteur[image: External link], asserted the former virus was likely to have come from China, mutating in the United States near Boston[image: External link] and spreading to Brest, France[image: External link], Europe's battlefields, Europe, and the world using Allied soldiers and sailors as main spreaders.[31] He considered several other hypotheses of origin, such as Spain, Kansas[image: External link], and Brest, as being possible, but not likely.

Political scientist Andrew Price-Smith[image: External link] published data from the Austrian archives[image: External link] suggesting the influenza had earlier origins, beginning in Austria[image: External link] in the spring of 1917.[32]

In 2014, historian Mark Humphries of Canada's Memorial University of Newfoundland[image: External link] stated that newly unearthed records confirmed that one of the side stories of the war, the mobilization of 96,000 Chinese laborers[image: External link] to work behind the British and French lines on World War I's western front, might have been the source of the pandemic. In the report, Humphries found archival evidence that a respiratory illness that struck northern China in November 1917 was identified a year later by Chinese health officials as identical to the Spanish flu.[33][34] However, a report published in 2016 in the Journal of the Chinese Medical Association[image: External link] found no evidence that the 1918 virus was imported to Europe from Chinese and Southeast Asian soldiers and workers. In fact, it found evidence that the virus had been circulating in the European armies for months and potentially years before the 1918 pandemic.[35]
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When an infected person sneezes or coughs, more than half a million virus particles can be spread to those close by.[36] The close quarters and massive troop movements of World War I[image: External link] hastened the pandemic, and probably both increased transmission and augmented mutation; the war may also have increased the lethality of the virus. Some speculate the soldiers' immune systems were weakened by malnourishment, as well as the stresses of combat and chemical attacks, increasing their susceptibility.[37]

A large factor in the worldwide occurrence of this flu was increased travel. Modern transportation systems made it easier for soldiers, sailors, and civilian travelers to spread the disease.[38]

In the United States, the disease was first observed in Haskell County, Kansas[image: External link], in January 1918, prompting local doctor Loring Miner to warn the U.S. Public Health Service's academic journal. On 4 March 1918, company cook Albert Gitchell reported sick at Fort Riley, Kansas[image: External link]. By noon on 11 March 1918, over 100 soldiers were in the hospital.[39] Within days, 522 men at the camp had reported sick.[40] By 11 March 1918, the virus had reached Queens[image: External link], New York.[41] Failure to take preventative measures in March/April was later criticised.[5]

In August 1918, a more virulent strain appeared simultaneously in Brest[image: External link], France; in Freetown, Sierra Leone[image: External link]; and in the U.S. in Boston, Massachusetts[image: External link].The Spanish Flu also spread through Ireland, carried there by returning Irish soldiers. The Allies of World War I[image: External link] came to call it the Spanish flu, primarily because the pandemic received greater press attention after it moved from France to Spain in November 1918. Spain was not involved in the war and had not imposed wartime censorship[image: External link].[42]
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The global mortality rate[image: External link] from the 1918/1919 pandemic is not known, but an estimated 10% to 20% of those who were infected died. With about a third of the world population infected, this case-fatality ratio[image: External link] means 3% to 6% of the entire global population died.[2] Influenza may have killed as many as 25 million people in its first 25 weeks. Older estimates say it killed 40–50 million people,[4] while current estimates say 50–100 million people worldwide were killed.[45]

This pandemic[image: External link] has been described as "the greatest medical holocaust in history" and may have killed more people than the Black Death[image: External link].[46] It is said that this flu killed more people in 24 weeks than AIDS killed in 24 years, and more in a year than the Black Death killed in a century.[11]

The disease killed in every corner of the globe. As many as 17 million died in India, about 5% of the population.[47] The death toll in India's British-ruled districts[image: External link] alone was 13.88 million.[48]

In Japan, of the 23 million people who were affected, 390,000 died.[49] In the Dutch East Indies[image: External link] (now Indonesia[image: External link]), 1.5 million were assumed to have died among 30 million inhabitants.[50] In Tahiti[image: External link] 13% of the population died during only a month. Similarly, in Samoa[image: External link] 22% of the population of 38,000 died within two months.[51]

In the U.S., about 28% of the population became infected, and 500,000 to 675,000 died.[52] Native American tribes were particularly hard hit. In the Four Corners[image: External link] area alone, 3,293 deaths were registered among Native Americans.[53] Entire village communities perished in Alaska[image: External link].[54] In Canada 50,000 died.[55] In Brazil 300,000 died, including president Rodrigues Alves[image: External link].[56] In Britain, as many as 250,000 died; in France, more than 400,000.[57] In West Africa an influenza epidemic killed at least 100,000 people in Ghana[image: External link].[58] Tafari Makonnen (the future Haile Selassie[image: External link], Emperor of Ethiopia) was one of the first Ethiopians[image: External link] who contracted influenza but survived,[59][60] although many of his family's subjects did not; estimates for the fatalities in the capital city, Addis Ababa[image: External link], range from 5,000 to 10,000, or higher.[61] In British Somaliland[image: External link] one official estimated that 7% of the native population died.[62]

This huge death toll was caused by an extremely high infection rate of up to 50% and the extreme severity of the symptoms, suspected to be caused by cytokine storms[image: External link].[4] Symptoms in 1918 were so unusual that initially influenza was misdiagnosed as dengue[image: External link], cholera[image: External link], or typhoid[image: External link]. One observer wrote, "One of the most striking of the complications was hemorrhage from mucous membranes, especially from the nose, stomach, and intestine. Bleeding from the ears and petechial hemorrhages[image: External link] in the skin also occurred".[45] The majority of deaths were from bacterial pneumonia[image: External link],[63][64] a common secondary infection[image: External link] associated with influenza, but the virus also killed people directly, by causing massive hemorrhages[image: External link] and edema[image: External link] in the lung.[64]

The unusually severe disease killed up to 20% of those infected, as opposed to the usual flu epidemic mortality rate[image: External link] of 0.1%.[2][45]
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An unusual feature of this pandemic was that it mostly killed young adults. In 1918–1919, 99% of pandemic influenza deaths in the US occurred in people under 65, and nearly half in young adults 20 to 40 years old. In 1920 the mortality rate among people under 65 had decreased six-fold to half the mortality rate of people over 65, but still 92% of deaths occurred in people under 65.[65] This is noteworthy, since influenza is normally most deadly to weak individuals, such as infants[image: External link] (under age two), the very old (over age 70), and the immunocompromised[image: External link]. In 1918, older adults may have had partial protection caused by exposure to the 1889–1890 flu pandemic[image: External link], known as the Russian flu.[66] According to historian John M. Barry, the most vulnerable of all – "those most likely, of the most likely", to die – were pregnant women. He reported that in thirteen studies of hospitalized women in the pandemic, the death rate ranged from 23% to 71%.[67] Of the pregnant women who survived childbirth, over one-quarter (26%) lost the child.[68]

Another oddity was that the outbreak was widespread in the summer and autumn (in the Northern Hemisphere[image: External link]); influenza is usually worse in winter.[69]

Modern analysis has shown the virus to be particularly deadly because it triggers a cytokine storm[image: External link], which ravages the stronger immune system of young adults.[26]

In fast-progressing cases, mortality was primarily from pneumonia[image: External link], by virus-induced pulmonary consolidation[image: External link]. Slower-progressing cases featured secondary bacterial pneumonias, and there may have been neural[image: External link] involvement that led to mental disorders[image: External link] in some cases. Some deaths resulted from malnourishment.

A study – conducted by He et al. – used a mechanistic modelling approach to study the three waves of the 1918 influenza pandemic. They tried to study the factors that underlie variability in temporal patterns, and the patterns of mortality and morbidity. Their analysis suggests that temporal variations in transmission rate provide the best explanation and the variation in transmission required to generate these three waves is within biologically plausible values.[70]

Another study by He et al. used a simple epidemic model, to incorporate three factors including: school opening and closing, temperature changes over the course of the outbreak, and human behavioral changes in response to the outbreak to infer the cause of the three waves of the 1918 influenza pandemic. Their modelling results showed that all three factors are important but human behavioral responses showed the largest effects.[71]
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The second wave of the 1918 pandemic was much deadlier than the first. The first wave had resembled typical flu epidemics; those most at risk were the sick and elderly, while younger, healthier people recovered easily. But in August, when the second wave began in France, Sierra Leone and the United States,[72] the virus had mutated[image: External link] to a much deadlier form.

This increased severity has been attributed to the circumstances of the First World War.[73] In civilian life, natural selection favours a mild strain. Those who get very ill stay home, and those mildly ill continue with their lives, preferentially spreading the mild strain. In the trenches, natural selection was reversed. Soldiers with a mild strain stayed where they were, while the severely ill were sent on crowded trains to crowded field hospitals, spreading the deadlier virus. The second wave began and the flu quickly spread around the world again. Consequently, during modern pandemics health officials pay attention when the virus reaches places with social upheaval (looking for deadlier strains of the virus).[74]

The fact that most of those who recovered from first-wave infections were now immune[image: External link] showed that it must have been the same strain of flu. This was most dramatically illustrated in Copenhagen[image: External link], which escaped with a combined mortality rate of just 0.29% (0.02% in the first wave and 0.27% in the second wave) because of exposure to the less-lethal first wave.[75] On the rest of the population it was far more deadly now; the most vulnerable people were those like the soldiers in the trenches – young previously healthy adults.[76]
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Even in areas where mortality was low, so many were incapacitated that much of everyday life was hampered. Some communities closed all stores or required customers to leave orders outside. There were reports that the health-care workers could not tend the sick nor the gravediggers bury the dead because they too were ill. Mass graves were dug by steam shovel[image: External link] and bodies buried without coffins in many places.[77]

Several Pacific island[image: External link] territories were particularly hard-hit. The pandemic reached them from New Zealand, which was too slow to implement measures to prevent ships carrying the flu[image: External link] from leaving its ports. From New Zealand, the flu reached Tonga[image: External link] (killing 8% of the population), Nauru[image: External link] (16%) and Fiji[image: External link] (5%, 9,000 people).[78]

Worst affected was German Samoa[image: External link], today the independent state of Samoa[image: External link], which had been occupied by New Zealand[image: External link] in 1914. A crippling 90% of the population was infected; 30% of adult men, 22% of adult women and 10% of children died. By contrast, the flu was kept away from American Samoa[image: External link] when Governor[image: External link] John Martin Poyer[image: External link] imposed a blockade.[78] In New Zealand itself, 8,573 deaths were attributed to the 1918 pandemic influenza, resulting in a total population fatality rate of 0.74%.[79] In Ireland, the Spanish Flu accounted for 10% of the total deaths in 1918 which can be seen as quite detrimental considering World War 1 was still occurring.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Less-affected areas




In Japan, 257,363 deaths were attributed to influenza by July 1919, giving an estimated 0.425% mortality rate, much lower than nearly all other Asian countries for which data are available. The Japanese government severely restricted maritime travel to and from the home islands when the pandemic struck.

In the Pacific, American Samoa[image: External link][80] and the French colony of New Caledonia[image: External link][81] also succeeded in preventing even a single death from influenza through effective quarantines[image: External link]. In Australia, nearly 12,000 perished.[82]

By the end of the pandemic, the isolated island of Marajó[image: External link], in Brazil's Amazon River Delta had not reported an outbreak.[83]
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In a 2009 paper published in the journal Clinical Infectious Diseases[image: External link], Karen Starko proposed that aspirin poisoning[image: External link] had contributed substantially to the fatalities. She based this on the reported symptoms in those dying from the flu, as reported in the post mortem reports still available, and also the timing of the big "death spike" in October 1918 which happened right after the Surgeon General of the United States Army[image: External link], and the Journal of the American Medical Association[image: External link] both recommended very large doses of 8.0–31.2 g of aspirin per day.[84] Starko also suggests that the wave of aspirin poisonings was due to a "perfect storm[image: External link]" of events: Bayer[image: External link]'s patent on aspirin expired, so that many companies rushed in to make a profit and greatly increased the supply; this coincided with the flu pandemic; and the symptoms of aspirin poisoning were not known at the time.[84]

As an explanation for the universally high mortality rate, this hypothesis was questioned in a letter to the journal published in April 2010 by Andrew Noymer and Daisy Carreon of the University of California, Irvine[image: External link], and Niall Johnson of the Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care. They questioned this universal applicability given the high mortality rate in countries such as India, where there was little or no access to aspirin at the time.[85] They concluded that "the salicylate[image: External link] [aspirin] poisoning hypothesis [was] difficult to sustain as the primary explanation for the unusual virulence of the 1918–1919 inﬂuenza pandemic".[85]

But they overlooked that inexpensive aspirin had become available in India and other places after October 1918, when the Bayer patent expired. In responding, Starko pointed to anecdotal evidence of aspirin over-prescription in India and argued that even if aspirin over-prescription had not contributed to the high Indian mortality rate, it could still have been a major factor for other high rates in areas where other exacerbating factors present in India played less of a role.[86]
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After the lethal second wave struck in late 1918, new cases dropped abruptly – almost to nothing after the peak in the second wave.[11] In Philadelphia, for example, 4,597 people died in the week ending 16 October, but by 11 November, influenza had almost disappeared from the city. One explanation for the rapid decline of the lethality of the disease is that doctors simply got better at preventing and treating the pneumonia that developed after the victims had contracted the virus, although John Barry stated in his book that researchers have found no evidence to support this.[26]

Another theory holds that the 1918 virus mutated extremely rapidly to a less lethal strain. This is a common occurrence with influenza viruses: there is a tendency for pathogenic viruses to become less lethal with time, as the hosts of more dangerous strains tend to die out[26] (see also "Deadly Second Wave"[image: External link], above).
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See also: List of 1918 flu pandemic cases[image: External link]


Academic Andrew Price-Smith[image: External link] has made the argument that the virus helped tip the balance of power in the later days of the war towards the Allied cause. He provides data that the viral waves hit the Central Powers before they hit the Allied powers, and that both morbidity[image: External link] and mortality[image: External link] in Germany and Austria were considerably higher than in Britain and France.[32]

In the United States, Britain and other countries, despite the relatively high morbidity and mortality rates that resulted from the epidemic in 1918–1919, the Spanish flu began to fade from public awareness over the decades until the arrival of news about bird flu[image: External link] and other pandemics in the 1990s and 2000s.[87] This has led some historians to label the Spanish flu a "forgotten pandemic".[25]

Various theories of why the Spanish flu was "forgotten" include the rapid pace of the pandemic, which killed most of its victims in the United States, for example, within a period of less than nine months, resulting in limited media coverage. The general population was familiar with patterns of pandemic disease in the late 19th and early 20th centuries: typhoid[image: External link], yellow fever[image: External link], diphtheria[image: External link], and cholera[image: External link] all occurred near the same time. These outbreaks probably lessened the significance of the influenza pandemic for the public.[88] In some areas, the flu was not reported on, the only mention being that of advertisements for medicines claiming to cure it.[89]

In addition, the outbreak coincided with the deaths and media focus on the First World War.[90] Another explanation involves the age group affected by the disease. The majority of fatalities, from both the war and the epidemic, were among young adults. The deaths caused by the flu may have been overlooked due to the large numbers of deaths of young men in the war or as a result of injuries. When people read the obituaries, they saw the war or postwar deaths and the deaths from the influenza side by side. Particularly in Europe, where the war's toll was extremely high, the flu may not have had a great, separate, psychological impact, or may have seemed a mere extension of the war's tragedies.[65]

The duration of the pandemic and the war could have also played a role. The disease would usually only affect a certain area for a month before leaving, while the war, which most had initially expected to end quickly, had lasted for four years by the time the pandemic struck. This left little time for the disease to have a significant impact on the economy.

Regarding global economic effects, many businesses in the entertainment and service industries suffered losses in revenue, while the health care industry reported profit gains.[91]

Historian Nancy Bristow has argued that the pandemic, when combined with the increasing number of women attending college, contributed to the success of women in the field of nursing. This was due in part to the failure of medical doctors, who were predominantly men, to contain and prevent the illness. Nursing staff, who were predominantly women, felt more inclined to celebrate the success of their patient care and less inclined to identify the spread of the disease with their own work.[92]

In Spain, sources from the period explicitly linked the Spanish flu to the cultural figure of Don Juan. The nickname for the flu, the "Naples Soldier," was adopted from Federico Romero and Guillermo Fernández Shaw[image: External link]'s operetta, The Song of Forgetting (La canción del olvido), the protagonist of which is a stock Don Juan type. Davis has argued the Spanish flu-Don Juan connection served a cognitive function, allowing Spaniards to make sense of their epidemic experience by interpreting it through a familiar template—the Don Juan story.[93]
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Main article: Spanish flu research[image: External link]


The origin of the Spanish flu pandemic, and the relationship between the near-simultaneous outbreaks in humans and swine, have been controversial. One hypothesis is that the virus strain originated at Fort Riley[image: External link], Kansas[image: External link], in viruses in poultry and swine which the fort bred for food; the soldiers were then sent from Fort Riley around the world, where they spread the disease.[94] Similarities between a reconstruction of the virus and avian viruses, combined with the human pandemic preceding the first reports of influenza in swine, led researchers to conclude the influenza virus jumped directly from birds to humans, and swine caught the disease from humans.[95][96]

Others have disagreed,[97] and more recent research has suggested the strain may have originated in a nonhuman, mammalian species.[98] An estimated date for its appearance in mammalian hosts has been put at the period 1882–1913.[99] This ancestor virus diverged about 1913–1915 into two clades[image: External link] (or biological groups), which gave rise to the classical swine and human H1N1[image: External link] influenza lineages. The last common ancestor of human strains dates to between February 1917 and April 1918. Because pigs are more readily infected with avian influenza viruses than are humans, they were suggested as the original recipients of the virus, passing the virus to humans sometime between 1913 and 1918.

An effort to recreate the 1918 flu strain (a subtype of avian strain H1N1) was a collaboration among the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology[image: External link], the USDA[image: External link] ARS[image: External link] Southeast Poultry Research Laboratory and Mount Sinai School of Medicine[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link]. The effort resulted in the announcement (on 5 October 2005) that the group had successfully determined the virus's genetic sequence, using historic tissue samples recovered by pathologist Johan Hultin[image: External link] from a female flu victim buried in the Alaskan permafrost[image: External link] and samples preserved from American soldiers.[100]

On 18 January 2007, Kobasa & et al. (2007) reported that monkeys (Macaca fascicularis[image: External link]) infected with the recreated flu strain exhibited classic symptoms of the 1918 pandemic, and died from a cytokine storm[image: External link][101]—an overreaction of the immune system[image: External link]. This may explain why the 1918 flu had its surprising effect on younger, healthier people, as a person with a stronger immune system would potentially have a stronger overreaction.[102]

On 16 September 2008, the body of British politician and diplomat Sir Mark Sykes[image: External link] was exhumed to study the RNA of the flu virus in efforts to understand the genetic structure of modern H5N1[image: External link] bird flu. Sykes had been buried in 1919 in a lead coffin which scientists hoped had helped preserve the virus.[103] However, the coffin was found to be split because of the weight of soil over it, and the cadaver was badly decomposed. Nonetheless, samples of lung and brain tissue were taken through the split, with the coffin remaining in situ in the grave during this process.[104]

In December 2008, research by Yoshihiro Kawaoka[image: External link] of the University of Wisconsin[image: External link] linked the presence of three specific genes (termed PA, PB1, and PB2) and a nucleoprotein derived from 1918 flu samples to the ability of the flu virus to invade the lungs and cause pneumonia. The combination triggered similar symptoms in animal testing.[105]

In June 2010, a team at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine reported the 2009 flu pandemic vaccine[image: External link] provided some cross-protection against the 1918 flu pandemic strain.[106]

One of the few things known for certain about the influenza in 1918 and for some years after was that it was, out of the laboratory, exclusively a disease of human beings.[107]

In 2013, the AIR Worldwide Research and Modeling Group "characterized the historic 1918 pandemic and estimated the effects of a similar pandemic occurring today using the AIR Pandemic Flu Model". In the model, "a modern day "Spanish flu" event would result in additional life insurance losses of between USD 15.3–27.8 billion in the United States alone" with 188,000–337,000 deaths in the United States.[108]
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The 1995 film Outbreak[image: External link],[109] the 2011 film Contagion[image: External link] and the 2013 film World War Z[image: External link] make reference to the pandemic.[110]

The television show Resurrection[image: External link] uses the pandemic, in the episode "Afflictions" that aired on November 2, 2014, as the explanation for why many of the Returned were getting sick and disappearing.

In season four of British drama Upstairs, Downstairs[image: External link], Hazel Bellamy dies of Spanish flu in 1918, after her husband James Bellamy survives injuries in the "Great War" (World War I). Her funeral takes place on 11 November, the day the war ends.

In season two of British drama Downton Abbey[image: External link], Lavinia Swire dies of the Spanish flu in April 1919, after her fiancé Matthew Crawley[image: External link] recovers from injuries and temporary paralysis from the Great War.

Twentieth-century fiction includes at least three novels with the flu pandemic as a major theme: Katherine Anne Porter's Pale Horse, Pale Rider[image: External link], Thomas Mullen's The Last Town on Earth[image: External link], and Thomas Wolfe's Look Homeward, Angel[image: External link].

In the one-act play 1918 by Horton Foote[image: External link] (part of his Orphans' Home Cycle[image: External link] (1979)), the presence and threat of the flu (and the tragedy it ultimately causes) is a major element of the plot. The play was made into a film of the same title[image: External link], released in 1985, which was subsequently edited for broadcast by PBS as the last part of the miniseries "The Story of A Marriage".
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Tong, Lewis






Tong (/t^NG /[image: External link]; Scottish Gaelic[image: External link]: Tunga) is a village on the Isle of Lewis[image: External link], Scotland[image: External link], 4 miles (6.4 km) by road north-east of the main town of Stornoway[image: External link] on the B895 road[image: External link] to Back[image: External link] and Tolsta[image: External link].[1] The population of the village is 527 (2001 census).

Between 1919 and 1921, Tong along with nearby Coll and Gress[image: External link] was the scene of several land raids - see under Coll[image: External link]. The village has a community centre with a football pitch and a primary school, and there is a Free Church of Scotland[image: External link] mission house and a Scottish Episcopal Church[image: External link] meeting house in Tong. Fishing forms part of the local economy.[2] On 6 August 2014 The Tong Shop (Bùth Thunga) opened in the former Episcopal Church building. The shop is open from Monday to Saturday and it sells a wide range of essentials such as milk and bread, as well as local produce such as vegetables and Stornoway black pudding[image: External link].
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Every July the Lewis Highland Games and Western Isles Strongest man[image: External link] are held at the community centre with heavy events such as tossing the caber[image: External link], Highland dancing[image: External link], bagpipe[image: External link] competitions and other attractions taking place on the football pitch. The Lewis Highland Games have been held at Tong since 1977 and is the second oldest Games on the isle of Lewis. The local football club is Tong FC.
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Sìne NicFhionnlaigh (Jean Finlayson), who composed the well-known song "Fear a' bhàta[image: External link]" lived in Tong in the 1800s.

	
Mary Anne MacLeod[image: External link] (1912–2000), mother of businessman and President of the United States Donald Trump, was born in Tong and moved to the US in 1930.
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John G. Trump






John George Trump (August 21, 1907 – February 21, 1985) was an American electrical engineer, inventor, and physicist. He was a recipient of U.S. President Ronald Reagan's National Medal of Science[image: External link], and a member of the National Academy of Engineering[image: External link].[3][4][5] John Trump was noted for developing rotational radiation therapy[image: External link].[3] Together with Robert J. Van de Graaff[image: External link], he developed one of the first million-volt X-ray generators. He was the paternal uncle of Donald Trump.
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 Early life




Trump was the youngest of three children and the second son of German immigrants Frederick Trump and Elizabeth Christ Trump.

After his father's untimely death in 1918, John was financed through college, from bachelor to doctorate, by his brother Fred.[citation needed[image: External link]] Fred had joined their mother in real estate development and management while still in his teens of age (Elizabeth Trump & Son). Initially, the brothers tried working together building houses, but they had differing expectations.[citation needed[image: External link]] The brothers dissolved their partnership, and John pursued a career in electrical engineering[image: External link].

Trump received his bachelor's degree[image: External link] in electrical engineering from the New York University Tandon School of Engineering[image: External link] (then Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn) in 1929, his master's degree[image: External link] in physics[image: External link] from Columbia University[image: External link], and his doctorate of electrical engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link] (MIT) in 1933. He was a professor at MIT from 1936 until 1973.
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 War service




During the Second World War[image: External link], Trump switched from work on hospital X-ray machines[image: External link] to research into similar technologies with a more direct application to warfare, especially the development of radar[image: External link]. During 1940, he joined the newly formed National Defense Research Committee[image: External link] (NDRC), as technical aide to Karl Compton[image: External link], President of MIT and the Chairman of the Radar Division.[6]

During 1942, Trump became Secretary of the Microwave Committee, a sub-committee of the NDRC. The director of the Microwave Committee was Alfred Lee Loomis[image: External link], the millionaire physicist, who decided to create a laboratory. He selected a site for it, chose a suitably discreet and ambiguous name for it and funded the construction, until the Federal administration was established. The new institution was the MIT Radiation Laboratory[image: External link], or the "Rad Lab". The British were also researching radar, which they termed Radio Direction Finder[image: External link] (RDF), and had started much earlier. Their Tizard Mission[image: External link] to the US showed how much more sophisticated they were with some of the technologies, particularly the magnetron[image: External link]. The US decided to send a team to Britain to help coordinate the efforts of the two Allies. The unit was known as the "British Branch of the Radiation Laboratory" (BBRL) and operated as a department of Britain's Telecommunications Research Establishment[image: External link] (TRE) at Malvern[image: External link], in Worcestershire[image: External link]. In 1943, as the technical aide in Division 14 of the NDRC, Trump reviewed and analyzed the papers of Dr. Nikola Tesla when Dr. Tesla died in a NY hotel. The research was completed on behalf of he Alien property Custodian office in Washington DC. From February 1944 to the end of the war in Europe[image: External link], Trump was the Director of the BBRL.[7] During this time, Trump also served in the Advisory Specialist Group on Radar, advising USAAF[image: External link] General Carl Spaatz[image: External link] on navigational radar, precision-bombing radar, and also defenses against the German radars found in their night-fighters and in their flak[image: External link] units. The systems included: Gee[image: External link], Oboe[image: External link], LORAN[image: External link], H2X[image: External link], MEW & SCR-584[image: External link]. Trump worked with all the most important British radar experts, including Sir Robert Watson-Watt[image: External link], A.P. Rowe[image: External link] and Bernard Lovell[image: External link]. At the end of the war, Trump also had interviews with Germany's main radar technicians. Trump received recognition for his war-work from both the United States and the United Kingdom.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Family




John G. Trump married, and he and his wife had three children: John Gordon Trump of Watertown, Massachusetts[image: External link], Christine Philp of New London, New Hampshire[image: External link], and Karen Ingraham of Los Alamos, New Mexico[image: External link]; and six grandchildren.[3] His nephew Donald John Trump was inaugurated as the 45th President of the United States in 2017.
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 Later life




During 1946 Trump, Robert J. Van de Graaff[image: External link], and Denis M. Robinson initiated the High Voltage Engineering Corporation (HVEC) to produce Van de Graaff generators[image: External link].[3]

He returned to MIT to teach and direct research for three decades after the war. Trump died in Boston on February 21, 1985.[8]

The National Academy of Engineering[image: External link] described Trump as "a pioneer in the scientific, engineering and medical applications of high voltage machinery".[4] James Melcher, Trump’s lab director, is quoted as saying: ‘John, over a period of three decades, would be approached by people of all sorts because he could make megavolt beams of ions and electrons – death rays. … What did he do with it? Cancer research, sterilizing sludge out in Deer Island [a waste disposal facility], all sorts of wondrous things. He didn’t touch the weapons stuff.’[9]
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 Awards and Honors




Trump received a number of awards including:


	1947: The King's Medal for Service in the Cause of Freedom[image: External link] (KMS), given by George VI[image: External link][3]


	1948: The President's Certificate of Merit[image: External link], presented by President Harry S. Truman[3]


	1960: The Lamme Medal[image: External link], given by the American Institute of Electrical Engineers[image: External link][3]


	1983: The National Medal of Science[image: External link], presented by President Ronald Reagan[3]
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New York Military Academy






New York Military Academy (NYMA) is a private[image: External link] boarding school[image: External link] in the rural town of Cornwall[image: External link], 60 miles (97 km) north of New York City[image: External link], and one of the oldest military schools in the United States[image: External link]. Originally a boys' school, it started admitting girls in 1975. On March 3, 2015, NYMA filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection[image: External link], facing serious financial difficulties from low enrollment. Instead of opening for the fall semester in September 2015, NYMA closed and was sold at auction to a group of Chinese[image: External link] investors who reopened the school in November 2015.
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 History




NYMA has a long history as a university-preparatory school[image: External link] with a military structure that enrolls students from the New York metropolitan area[image: External link] as well as around the country and the world. It was founded by a former Commandant of Cadets of the nearby Peekskill Military Academy[image: External link]:


NYMA was founded in 1889 by Charles Jefferson Wright[image: External link], an American Civil War[image: External link] veteran and former schoolteacher from New Hampshire[image: External link] who believed that a military structure provided the best environment for academic achievement, a philosophy to which the school still adheres. Wright's successor, Sebastian Jones, presided over the academy from 1894 to 1922, guiding it during its most critical period of growth from a young and small institution of 48 cadets[image: External link], through a disastrous fire in 1910, and throughout an extensive reconstruction program.[4]



It previously admitted students in the fifth grade[5] but later only accepted students from the eighth grade.[2] (In some years, the campus also hosted a non-military "NYMA Lower School" for grades one through six.)[6]

Over time, the campus expanded from 30 acres (12 ha) to a peak of 550 acres (220 ha), and enrollment peaked at 525 students during the 1960s. Girls have been admitted since 1975. NYMA is a member of the Association of Military Colleges and Schools of the United States[image: External link] as well as several other school associations.[3]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Financial difficulties




Due to financial problems and enrollment that had dwindled to 145 students, the school was scheduled to close in June 2010.[7][8] However, a group of alumni and local businesspeople created a plan to save the school, raising almost $6 million of financing in a matter of weeks, and expecting to sell off some less-utilized portions of the campus.[9][10]

Under newer board leadership, the vision for NYMA's future held that the academy would be a "best practice" school, providing 21st-century educational programs for intentional learners, in a student-centered constructivist[image: External link] environment that served the developmental learning needs and service-related aspirations of each individual cadet.[citation needed[image: External link]]

On March 3, 2015, NYMA filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection[image: External link].[11][12] Court documents stated that NYMA's debts (over $10 million) and recent very low enrollment numbers (under 100 cadets) were key motivating factors in the decision.[13] In response to the bankruptcy proceedings and issues related to the availability of payroll funds, NYMA closed to all cadets from March 16 to March 18, 2015.[14] NYMA soon reopened but announced on April 2 that future extracurricular activities for students, including those involving graduation, would be limited or cancelled. At an April 11 meeting, alumni pledged major increases in funding and enrollment to sustain NYMA, much as they had five years prior.[15]

The academy failed to open in September 2015 for the fall semester, and instead headed to bankruptcy auction.[16][17] On September 30, NYMA was auctioned for $15.825 million to a group of Chinese investors led by billionaire Vincent Tianquan Mo, Chairman and CEO of SouFun Holdings, an NYSE[image: External link]-listed company. The same buyers had previously purchased the nearby E.H. Harriman Estate[image: External link] in 2011. The school reopened on November 2, 2015, with "a handful of returning students" and a recruitment drive.[18][19] For 2016–17, the academic year began with a total of 29 students.[20]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Location




The school is located in the town of Cornwall, New York[image: External link], and uses the mailing address of the village Cornwall-on-Hudson[image: External link] despite being just outside its official boundary.[21]

Geographically, the academy is in the Hudson Highlands[image: External link], at the foot of Storm King Mountain[image: External link], just west of the Hudson River and 6 miles (10 km) north of West Point[image: External link]. NYMA is approximately 60 miles (97 km) north of New York City[image: External link], or about one hour by car. This places NYMA in the Mid-Hudson region of the Hudson Valley[image: External link], which is accessible by airplane ( KSWF[image: External link], KEWR[image: External link], KLGA[image: External link], KJFK[image: External link], KALB[image: External link]) as well as train ( Amtrak[image: External link] and Metro-North[image: External link]), bus, and automobile.
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 Student life




The days at NYMA typically begin at 6:00 am and end at 10:00 pm. Cadets attend grade-specific classes during that time and also participate in organized or intramural sports, activities, and study hall. During closed weekends, cadets are expected to attend additional leadership training, drill & ceremony, and maintain the appearance of their respective barracks. Upon gaining the opportunity for an open weekend, cadets in good academic standing can apply for weekend furlough.[22] Along with Academics, Athletics, and Leadership, the fourth "pillar" of cadet life is Character, reinforced continually by the Cadet Honor Code[image: External link] that NYMA shares with West Point.[23]
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 Organization




The structure of the Corps of Cadets is adjusted depending on the number of students enrolled at the academy. As a military school, the Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps[image: External link] (JROTC) is a key component, and participation is required to graduate.[2] The battalion has typically consisted of:


	Command Staff

	
Band[image: External link] Company

	Line Companies[image: External link]: Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, Foxtrot and Golf

	Delta troop or "D-troop": a cavalry unit drawn from the equestrian program
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 Athletics




NYMA has competed in Football, Basketball, Baseball, Soccer, Lacrosse, Rugby, Swimming, Softball, Track & Field, Volleyball, Cross-Country, Wrestling, Tennis, Rifle Team, Golf, Drill Team[image: External link], and Raiders. Every cadet is generally required to compete year-round.[23] The school's mascot is the Knight. Teams have competed in the Hudson Valley Athletic League[image: External link], a member league of the New England Preparatory School Athletic Conference[image: External link] (NEPSAC).
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 Hazing




In earlier decades, NYMA's official regulations permitted a certain level of hazing[image: External link] and physical discipline by supervisors and older cadets, although the academy's senior administrators were forced to resign after a particularly severe incident in 1964.[24][25][26]

While hazing later became forbidden by the school's rules and policies, a lawsuit was settled in which it had been claimed that physical and emotional abuse in the form of hazing had taken place in 2005.[27] NYMA cited adverse publicity from the 2005 incident as one of the reasons the school nearly closed in 2010.[28]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable alumni





	
Robert (Tex) Allen[image: External link], Class of 1924, actor

	
Max Appedole[image: External link] (born 1957, did not graduate), Mexican political aide and film producer

	
Robert Todd Lincoln Beckwith[image: External link], Class of 1923 (did not graduate), last descendant of Abraham Lincoln

	
Bob Benmosche[image: External link], Class of 1962, president and CEO of insurance companies MetLife and AIG

	
James E. Briggs[image: External link], Class of 1924, general in U.S. Air Force

	
Les Brown[image: External link], Class of 1932, bandleader

	
Daniel Cassidy[image: External link] (1943–2008), author

	
Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link], Class of 1956 (did not graduate), Oscar-winning film director

	
Richard J. Daronco[image: External link] (1931–1988), federal judge

	
Art Davie[image: External link], Class of 1964, founder of Ultimate Fighting Championship[image: External link]


	
Fairleigh Dickinson, Jr.[image: External link], Class of 1937, businessman and politician

	
Troy Donahue[image: External link], Class of 1954, actor

	
William C. Eddy[image: External link] (1902–1989), pioneer of electronic technologies

	
Homer Gilbert[image: External link] (1909–1943), a.k.a. "Knuckles Boyle," professional football player

	
John A. "Junior" Gotti[image: External link], Class of 1983 (did not graduate), organized crime figure

	
Johnny Green[image: External link] (1908–1989), composer and Oscar-winning music arranger

	
Lew Hayman[image: External link] (1908–1984), Canadian football coach

	
Robert Douglas Heaton[image: External link] (1873–1933), politician

	
Matt Joyce[image: External link], Class of 1989, professional football player

	
Martin Kunert[image: External link] (born 1970), film director and television producer

	
Harold F. Linder[image: External link], Class of 1917, banker and ambassador

	
Tarky Lombardi Jr.[image: External link], Class of 1947, politician

	
Jack Luden[image: External link] (1902–1951), silent film actor

	
Johnny Mandel[image: External link], Class of 1944, Grammy- and Oscar-winning composer and arranger

	
Robert B. McClure[image: External link], Class of 1915, general in U.S. Army

	
Joel Rivera[image: External link] (born 1978), politician

	
Alfred Sieminski[image: External link] (1911–1990, did not graduate), politician

	
Donald B. Smith[image: External link], Class of 1965, general in U.S. Army

	
Stephen Sondheim[image: External link], Class of 1946 (did not graduate), Tony-, Grammy-, Oscar- and Pulitzer-winning composer and lyricist

	
Bob Stiller[image: External link], Class of 1961, founder of Green Mountain Coffee

	
Albert Tate, Jr.[image: External link], Class of 1937, judge

	
Donald Trump, Class of 1964, businessman, television personality, 45th President of the United States


	
Spencer Tunick[image: External link], Class of 1985, photographer
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 Major buildings





	Academic Building

	Davis Chapel (contains the second-largest theater pipe organ[image: External link] in New York, custom-built by M.P. Moller[image: External link] in 1927)[31]


	Jones Barracks

	Booth Library

	Scarborough Hall

	Pattillo Hall

	Riley (formerly Dingley) Hall

	Dickinson Hall

	Alumni Gym and Pool
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Maryanne Trump Barry






"Maryanne Trump" redirects here. For her mother, see Mary MacLeod Trump[image: External link].

Maryanne Trump Barry (formerly Desmond; born April 5, 1937) is an attorney and an inactive Senior[image: External link] United States Circuit Judge[image: External link] of the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. She is the older sister of President Donald Trump.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life




Trump was born Maryanne Trump on April 5, 1937 in Queens[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], New York, to real-estate developer Fred Trump and Mary Anne MacLeod Trump. She is the elder sister of Donald Trump, the 45th president of the United States.[1][2] She received her Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] degree in political science/government from Mount Holyoke College[image: External link] in 1958,[3] and a Master of Arts[image: External link] from Columbia University[image: External link] in 1962. She later returned to graduate school to study law, earning her Juris Doctor[image: External link] from Hofstra University School of Law[image: External link] in 1974.[4]
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 Career




Barry served as an Assistant United States Attorney[image: External link] for the District of New Jersey from 1974 to 1983. She served in the civil division from 1974 to 1975. She served in the appeals division from 1976 to 1982, serving as deputy chief of that division from 1976 to 1977 and chief of that division from 1977 to 1982. She served as Executive Assistant United States Attorney from 1981 to 1982. She served as First Assistant United States Attorney from 1981 to 1983.[4]
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 Federal judicial service




Barry was nominated by President Ronald Reagan[5] on September 14, 1983, to a seat on the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey[image: External link] vacated by Henry Curtis Meanor[image: External link]. She was confirmed by the United States Senate on October 6, 1983, and received her commission the next day. Her service terminated on October 25, 1999, due to elevation to the Third Circuit.

A Republican,[6] Barry was nominated to be a judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit by Democratic President Bill Clinton[5] on June 17, 1999, to replace H. Lee Sarokin[image: External link], who had retired in 1996. Clinton had nominated Robert Raymar[image: External link] to the seat in 1998, but that nomination was never given a hearing by the Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link], and Raymar's nomination expired at the end of that year. During the next congressional term, Clinton nominated Barry to the position.

Barry was unanimously confirmed by the United States Senate on September 13, 1999, and received her commission on September 22, 1999. "I am deeply honored and very grateful for the nomination," Barry told the New Jersey Law Journal in 1999. "I am surprised I was approached on it. I assume that my record is good enough as a district court judge to be reached out to, and I'm glad that politics weren't a priority here."[7]

Barry's reputation on the bench was that of a tough judge with strong command of her courtroom.[5] In 1989, while a district court judge in Essex County[image: External link], New Jersey, she disapproved a plea bargaining deal that would have freed two county detectives accused of protecting a drug dealer, and forced the case to trial. The detectives were convicted and received jail terms. She also presided over the conviction of Louis Manna[image: External link], the Genovese crime family[image: External link] boss accused of plotting to assassinate rival John Gotti[image: External link].[5]

In January 2006, Barry testified in support of the appointment of fellow Third Circuit Judge Samuel Alito to the Supreme Court.

On June 30, 2011, Barry assumed senior status[image: External link]. She was ultimately succeeded by Judge Patty Shwartz[image: External link]. Barry took inactive senior status the first week of February of 2017.[8]
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 Supreme Court speculation




During the 2016 presidential campaign[image: External link], media reports speculated about Barry's potential appointment as a Supreme Court justice.[9][10] Donald Trump responded that Barry was not interested in the role,[11] and that in any case, nominating his sister would be a conflict of interest[image: External link].[12] Later in 2016 Trump published a list of potential Supreme Court nominees from which he committed to make his picks. Barry refrained from public comments during her brother's presidential run, as was her long habit.[9]
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 Awards




In 2004, Justice Sandra Day O'Connor[image: External link] of the United States Supreme Court presented Barry with an award, named for O'Connor, that the Seton Hall University School of Law[image: External link] gives to women who excel in law and public service. At the presentation ceremony, Barry said, "I say to the women out there, remember how difficult it was for women like Justice O'Connor starting out," adding, "Even though she graduated with top grades, she had to take a job as a legal secretary. Remember how far we have come."[5]
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 Personal life




In 1960, Barry married David Desmond, a lieutenant[image: External link] in the United States Air Force[image: External link].[13] They divorced in 1980.[5] In 1982, she married John Joseph Barry, a New Jersey lawyer.[5][14] He died on April 9, 2000.[15][16] She has one son from her first marriage, David William Desmond (born 1960), who became a psychologist[image: External link].[17][18] Barry lives in Philadelphia[image: External link], Pennsylvania.[19]
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Kew-Forest School





The Kew-Forest School is an independent, co-ed[image: External link], college preparatory school[image: External link] for students in grades Pre-Kindergarten-Grade 12. The school was established in 1918 primarily for residents of Forest Hills[image: External link] and Kew Gardens[image: External link], Queens, New York[image: External link]. At present, the school now has students from over 30 different localities in the city that include Richmond Hill, Little Neck[image: External link], Bayside[image: External link], Douglaston[image: External link], Jamaica Estates, Long Island[image: External link], Brooklyn, Manhattan[image: External link] and more.

Tuition ranges from $13,545 to $36,390 per year for grades ECD (Pre-K) through grade 12.

Notable graduates and alumni include Hank Azaria[image: External link], Katharine Weber[image: External link], Gideon Yago[image: External link] and Donald Trump.
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 Mission statement




Their mission statement is:


The Kew-Forest School is an intimate early childhood through 12th grade learning community that is small by design, inclusive, and globally representative. Kew-Forest provides a safe, nurturing, and intellectually vigorous environment that inspires every student to explore and expand creative interests, to apply courageous and innovative thinking, and to become an ethical contributor to ever-widening communities. Kew-Forest students develop the skills necessary for pursuing higher education and for acquiring the essential competencies of a responsible citizen.[1]
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 Clubs
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 Student Council




The Student Council candidates campaign, make speeches, debate, and then ultimately must be elected by popular vote. The Student Council meets on a weekly basis to bring ideas on how to enhance their school experience, as well as how to improve their community. The Student Council has a variety of responsibilities, ranging from School dances and events, to projects such as food drives and fund-raising efforts. They also participate in the Youth Services Opportunities Project, YSOP, an overnight community service event that allows students to help those in need.
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 Spirit Committee




Created under Student Council in 2014. Spirit Committee creates fun fundraising ideas for big events for the school. They create candy grams and spirit among many other fundraisers.
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 Mock Trial




The Mock Trial Team went to the State and City Finals in 1999, 2000, and 2001.
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 Model United Nations




Since the Model UN Club was founded 8 years ago, the school has been to over 15 conferences such as ILMUNC, RUMUN, JHUMUNC, and several more. There have been several 'Best Delegate' Awards given to Kew-Forest Students as well as Honorable Mentions and Verbal Commendations. The club is run by two club officers and one teacher.
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 Community Service




Kew-Forest requires all students in the Upper School, grades 7-12, to complete a designated amount of community service hours each year. Students are able to earn hours volunteering outside of school as well as through school-sponsored events. Seniors are required to complete community service hours for graduation.
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 The Forester




The school's publication which provides students with information about what is going on in the school and the community around, new events coming up, and stories about past events. The Forester is led by the Editor in Chief, who is helped by two co-editors. Currently, the Forester has approximately 30 students writing for it from grades 7 through 12.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sports





	Volleyball

	Soccer

	Golf

	Sailing

	Crew[image: External link]

	Basketball

	Cross Country

	Tennis

	Track and Field

	Fencing



Kew-Forest competes in the IPPSAL league and has won several championships over the past decade. Most notably, the Girls Varsity Volleyball team has won championships in 2011, 2012, and 2013. The Boys and Girls tennis teams both won championships in 2011 and 2012. The Varsity Soccer team also placed second in 2012 and won the championship in 2013. The Cross Country team has also won several events in 2011, 2012, and 2013.
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 Other clubs




Kew-Forest offers a variety of after school clubs for the Upper School, including Poetry Writing, Book Club, and Foreign Language club.

The Lower School has a structured AfterCare Program where students can stay at school til 6pm. Students are supervised by school administration and teachers who administer a daily snack, help with homework, and entertain the students until they are picked up. The Lower School students can also register for after-school Mini-Courses at an additional fee, which are offered on a rotating basis throughout the year. Mini-Courses include activities such as chess, band, Lego building, soccer, tennis, and chorus.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Academic divisions




Kew-Forest has two distinct divisions for grades Early Childhood-6 (Lower) and grades 7-12 (Upper) with a division head for each.
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 Lower School




The Kew-Forest School's Lower School believes that the school's primary function is to educate children so they can become a responsible member of society, able to recognize the obligations of an individual in a community. The Lower School strives to work closely with parents and children towards discovering and developing each child's potential.

The Lower School embraces the belief that all children can learn and want to succeed. Its comprehensive and academically rigorous curriculum promotes mastery of basic skills—reading, writing, and mathematics—while offering additional enrichment and integration of core programs with foreign language instruction, library skills, technology, science, drama, art, music, and physical education.

All the grades are highlighted by field trips that are integrated into the core program. Sixth grade students engage in overnight, experiential outdoor education trips that stress cooperation and social development through off-campus study in a natural environment.

Kew-Forest introduced the Early Childhood program as part of their curriculum in the 2012-2013 school year. Students must turn three years of age by the end of October to enroll in this program.
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 Upper School




The Kew-Forest Upper School marks a period of personal and academic growth. The Upper Division offers a traditional college preparatory program with a carefully designed core curriculum. Students are able to do more, understand more, and achieve more each year. The Kew-Forest curriculum also fosters independence and self-responsibility. Students are expected to stretch their intellect, hold themselves to high personal and academic standards, ask questions, take risks and learn to express themselves clearly in both writing and speaking.

The Upper School offers several AP courses, including Latin, English, Physics, History, French, Spanish, Biology, and Calculus. Creative arts classes such as Journalism, Film, Studio Art, Philosophy, and International Relations are also offered.

The Upper School has a full complement of extracurricular activities including the school newspaper, yearbook, literary magazine, French and Spanish clubs, Model UN, Mock trial, music and drama ensembles, theater productions and a full-scale community service program.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable alumni





	
Donald Trump, businessman, television personality, and the 45th President of the United States




	
Hank Azaria[image: External link], actor

	
Margaret Wise Brown[image: External link], author

	
Katharine Weber[image: External link], author, and professor
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Coordinates[image: External link]: 40°42′49″N 73°50′0″W[image: External link]

TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Private elementary schools in New York City[image: External link]

	Private middle schools in New York City[image: External link]

	Private high schools in New York City[image: External link]

	Educational institutions established in 1918[image: External link]

	Schools in Queens, New York[image: External link]

	Preparatory schools in New York[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 15 April 2017, at 22:20.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Kew-Forest School: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kew-Forest_School [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Kew-Forest_School [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Academics

	3 Campuses

	4 Athletics

	5 Student life

	6 Traditions and symbols

	7 Alumni and faculty

	8 In popular culture

	9 Sustainability

	10 References

	11 Notes

	12 Bibliography

	13 Further reading

	14 External links





Fordham University






Fordham University (/'fo:rdem /[image: External link]) is a private, independent[image: External link] research university in New York City[image: External link], founded by the Catholic Diocese of New York[image: External link] in 1841. It is the oldest Catholic[image: External link] institution of higher education[image: External link] in the northeastern United States[image: External link], and the third-oldest university in New York.

Established as St. John's College by John Hughes[image: External link], when he was Bishop of New York[image: External link], it was placed in the care of the Society of Jesus[image: External link] shortly thereafter, and has since become a Jesuit-affiliated[image: External link] independent school[image: External link] under a lay[image: External link] board of trustees[image: External link]. The college's first president, John McCloskey[image: External link], was also the first Catholic cardinal in the United States. While governed independently of the Church since 1969, every president of Fordham University[image: External link] since 1846 has been a Jesuit priest, and the curriculum remains influenced by Jesuit educational principles.

Fordham enrolls roughly 15,300 students from more than 65 countries, and is composed of ten constituent colleges, four of which are undergraduate and six of which are postgraduate[image: External link], across three campuses in southern New York State[image: External link]: the Rose Hill campus in the Bronx[image: External link], the Lincoln Center campus in Manhattan[image: External link], and the Westchester campus in Harrison, New York[image: External link]. In addition to these locations, the university maintains a study abroad center in the United Kingdom and field offices in Spain and South Africa. The university offers degrees in over 60 disciplines.

Fordham's alumni[image: External link] and faculty[image: External link] include numerous U.S. Senators[image: External link] and Representatives[image: External link], four Cardinals[image: External link] of the Catholic Church, numerous governors and ambassadors, a number of billionaires[image: External link], directors of the CIA[image: External link], Academy Award[image: External link] and Emmy[image: External link]-winning actors, royalty[image: External link], a foreign head of state[image: External link], a White House Counsel, a Vice Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army[image: External link], a U.S. Postmaster General[image: External link], a U.S. Attorney General[image: External link], a U.S. Vice Presidential candidate, and a President of the United States.

The university's athletic teams, the Rams[image: External link], include a football team[image: External link] which boasts a Sugar Bowl[image: External link] championship, two Pro Football Hall of Famers[image: External link], two All-Americans[image: External link], two Canadian Football League[image: External link] All-Stars, and numerous NFL[image: External link] players; the Rams participated in history's first televised college football game[image: External link] in 1939. Fordham's baseball team[image: External link] played the first collegiate baseball game under modern rules[image: External link] in 1859, has fielded 56 major league[image: External link] players, and holds the record for most NCAA Division I baseball victories[image: External link] in history.
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 History




Main article: History of Fordham University[image: External link]
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 1841–1900: Establishment




Fordham was founded as St. John's College in 1841 by the Irish[image: External link]-born coadjutor bishop[image: External link] (later archbishop[image: External link]) of the Diocese of New York, the Most Reverend John J. Hughes[image: External link].[6] The college was the third-oldest university in the state of New York,[7] and the first Catholic institution of higher education[image: External link] in the northeastern United States.[8] In September 1840, Hughes had purchased most of a farm in the village of Fordham, New York (located in present-day the Bronx[image: External link]) known as Rose Hill Manor, for slightly less than $30,000. His intent was to establish St. Joseph's Seminary following the model of Mount Saint Mary's University[image: External link], of which he was an alumnus.[9] "Rose Hill" was the name originally given to the site in 1787 by its owner, Robert Watts, a wealthy New York merchant, in honor of his family's ancestral home in Scotland[image: External link].

The seminary was paired with St. John's College, which opened at Rose Hill with a student body of six on June 24, 1841, the feast day of Saint John the Baptist[image: External link].[10] The Reverend John McCloskey[image: External link] (later archbishop of New York and eventually the first American cardinal[image: External link]) was the school's first president, and the faculty[image: External link] were secular priests[image: External link] and lay[image: External link] instructors. The college presidency went through a succession of four diocesan priests[image: External link] in five years, including the Rev. James Roosevelt Bayley[image: External link], a distant cousin of Theodore and Franklin D. Roosevelt and a nephew of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton[image: External link].[11] In 1845, the seminary church, Our Lady of Mercy, was built.[12] The same year, Bishop Hughes convinced several Jesuit priests from the St. Mary's Colleges[image: External link] in Kentucky to staff St. John's.[13]

In 1846, the college received its charter[image: External link] from the New York State Legislature[image: External link], and roughly three months later the first Jesuits began to arrive.[14] Bishop Hughes deeded the college over but retained title to the seminary property, about nine acres. In 1847, Fordham's first school in Manhattan opened. The school became the independently chartered College of St. Francis Xavier[image: External link] in 1861. It was also in 1847 that the American poet Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link] arrived in the village of Fordham and began a friendship with the college Jesuits that would last throughout his life. In 1849, he published his famed work The Bells[image: External link]. Some traditions credit the college's church bells as the inspiration for this poem.[12] Poe also spent considerable time in the Fordham (then St. John's) Library, and even occasionally stayed overnight.[15] St. John's curriculum consisted of a junior division (i.e. the preparatory school[image: External link]), requiring four years of study in Latin, Greek, grammar, literature, history, geography, mathematics, and religion; and a senior division (i.e. the college), requiring three years study in "poetry" ( humanities[image: External link]), rhetoric, and philosophy. Colonel Robert Gould Shaw[image: External link], famed commander of the all- black[image: External link] 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry[image: External link] American Civil War regiment, attended the junior division. An Artium Baccalaureus[image: External link] degree was earned for completion of both curricula, and an additional year of philosophy would earn a Magister Artium[image: External link] degree. There was also a "commercial" track similar to a modern business school[image: External link], offered as an alternative to the Classical[image: External link] curriculum and resulting in a certificate instead of a degree. In 1855, the first student stage production, Henry IV[image: External link], was presented. The seminary was closed in 1859, and the property was sold to the Jesuits in 1860 for $40,000.[16]

An Act of Congress[image: External link] creating instruction in military science and tactics at the college level resulted in St. John's bringing a cadet corps[image: External link] to campus. From 1885 to 1890, a veteran of the 7th U.S. Cavalry[image: External link], Lt. Herbert C. Squires, built a cadet battalion to a strength of 200, which would provide the foundation for the modern ROTC[image: External link] unit at Fordham.[17] The college built a science building in 1886, lending more legitimacy to science in the curriculum. In addition, a three-year Bachelor of Science degree was created. In 1897, academic regalia[image: External link] for students at commencement[image: External link] was first adopted.[18]
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 1901–1950: Maturation




On June 21, 1904, with the consent of the Regents of the University of the State of New York, the board of trustees authorized the opening of both a law and medical school.[10] St. John's College officially became Fordham University on March 7, 1907.[19] The name Fordham refers to the village of Fordham, in which the original Rose Hill campus is located. The village, in turn, drew its name from its location near a shallow crossing of the Bronx River[image: External link] (" ford[image: External link] by the hamlet[image: External link]"). When Fordham and several other Westchester County[image: External link] towns were consolidated into the Bronx at the turn of the twentieth century, the village became the borough's Fordham[image: External link] neighborhood. Still in existence today, it is located just to the west of the Rose Hill campus.[20]

In 1908, Fordham University Press[image: External link] was established.[21] In 1912, the university opened the College of Pharmacy, which offered a three-year program in pharmacy[image: External link]. Not requiring its students to obtain bachelor's degrees until the late 1930s, the college had a mainly Jewish student body, and in recognition of that, the students were exempted from the then-required course in Catholic theology. In September 1912, the Swiss psychiatrist[image: External link] and psychoanalyst[image: External link] Carl Jung[image: External link] delivered a series of lectures at Fordham which marked his historic break with the theories of his colleague Sigmund Freud[image: External link].[22]

The College of St. Francis Xavier was closed in 1913, and various Fordham colleges were opened at the Woolworth Building[image: External link] in Manhattan to fill the void. Some divisions of the University including the law school were later moved to "the Vincent Astor[image: External link] Building" at 302 Broadway.[24] This commenced an unbroken string of instruction in Manhattan that became what is now Fordham College at Lincoln Center, where all of Fordham's Manhattan academic operations are centered today.[25]

The university closed its medical school in 1919, citing a lack of endowment and reduced university funds overall due to the First World War[image: External link].[26] The Gabelli School of Business began in 1920 in Manhattan as the School of Accounting.[27] According to a university catalogue from 1920, the annual cost for tuition, room and board at the college was $600 (equivalent to $7,173 in 2016).[28] In 1944, the School of Professional and Continuing Studies was established, largely bolstered by returning veterans taking advantage of the GI Bill[image: External link].[29]

Though first established in 1882, the football program first gained national renown in the early 20th century. Fordham football played on some of the largest stages in sports, including games in front of sellout crowds at the Polo Grounds[image: External link] and Yankee Stadium[image: External link], a Cotton Bowl[image: External link] appearance and a Sugar Bowl[image: External link] victory, as well as producing the famed Seven Blocks of Granite[image: External link] (including Vince Lombardi[image: External link]). On September 30, 1939, Fordham participated in the world's first televised football game, defeating Waynesburg College[image: External link], 34–7.[30][31] The university discontinued the program during World War II[image: External link], reinstating it in 1946. However, it proved much less successful and too expensive to maintain, and was again discontinued in 1954, though would revive yet again as a NCAA Division III team in 1970 and Division I team in 1989.
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 1951–2000: Clerical independence




In 1961, the Lincoln Center campus opened as part of the Lincoln Square[image: External link] Renewal Project. The School of Law[image: External link] was the first to occupy the new campus, but the academic programs at 302 Broadway were moved to the new location in 1969. At Rose Hill, the all-female Thomas More College[image: External link] began instruction in 1964.[32]

In the late 1950s, as the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link] gathered momentum in the US, Fordham students and school officials expressed ambivalence about racial justice.[33] In the late 1960s, Fordham became a center of political activism and countercultural[image: External link] activity. At the Rose Hill Campus, the Fordham branch of Students for a Democratic Society[image: External link] organized opposition to the existence of the ROTC and military recruiters.[34] During this period, students routinely organized protests and class boycotts and used psychoactive drugs[image: External link] on campus open spaces.[35] In response to internal demands for a more "liberalized" curriculum, the university created Bensalem College in 1967. An experimental college with no set requirements and no grades, it was studied by a wide array of educators and reported on by such large-circulation publications of the day as Look[image: External link], Esquire[image: External link] and the Saturday Review[image: External link]. The school closed in 1974. In 1969, students organized a sit-in on the main road leading to Rose Hill in response to an announcement that President Richard Nixon[image: External link] would be speaking on campus. As a result of the sit-in, Nixon was forced to cancel his plans to speak.[36] A year later, students stormed the main administration building, occupying it for several weeks, and set fire to the Rose Hill faculty lounge.[35] It was during this period of activism that the university's African and African American Studies Department, one of the first black studies[image: External link] departments in the nation, as well as the paper, the leftist[image: External link] student newspaper on campus, were founded.[24]

In 1969, the board of trustees was reorganized to include a majority of nonclerical members, which officially made the university an independent institution.[37] While the Jesuit order thereby lost full control of Fordham, the board of trustees continues to officially describe the institution as a "Jesuit, Catholic university."[1] The College of Pharmacy closed due to declining enrollment in 1972. Fordham College at Rose Hill became coeducational[image: External link] in 1974 and merged with Thomas More College.[38]

Fordham Preparatory School[image: External link], a four-year, all-male[image: External link] college preparatory school[image: External link], was once integrated with the university and shares its founding. It became legally independent in 1972 and moved to its own facilities on the northwest corner of the Rose Hill campus; however, the school retains many connections with the university.[39]

In 1993, a twenty-story residence hall[image: External link] for 850 students was added to the Lincoln Center campus. At this center "The Liberal Arts College" for undergraduates opened in 1968, later changing its name to "The College at Lincoln Center" and then in 1996 to "Fordham College at Lincoln Center."[40]
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 2001–present: Post-millennium




Marymount College[image: External link], an independent women's college[image: External link] founded by the Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary[image: External link] in 1907, was consolidated into Fordham in July 2002. The school had been steeped in financial hardship since the 1970s. Located 25 miles (40 km) north of Manhattan in Tarrytown, New York, the college remained open, and its campus received a branch of the School of Professional and Continuing Studies as well as extensions of the graduate schools for education, social service, and business administration.

In 2005, Fordham announced that Marymount College would be phased out; it awarded degrees to its final undergraduate class in May 2007.[24] University administrators indicated that the campus would remain open for Fordham graduate programs in several disciplines.

In the autumn of 2007, however, the university announced its intention to seek buyers for the Marymount campus. Administrators stated that the expenses required to support the programs at the campus far exceeded the demand. University officials estimated that the revenue gained from the proposed sale would not be greater than the expenses incurred maintaining and improving the campus since the merger with Marymount. President McShane stated that the university's decision was nonetheless a "painful" one. Fordham then indicated its intention to move the remaining programs from the Marymount campus to a new location in Harrison, New York[image: External link], by the autumn of 2008. On February 17, 2008, the university announced the sale of the campus for $27 million to EF Schools[image: External link], a chain of private, language instruction schools.[41]

In 2014, the university successfully completed a five-year, $500 million campaign, surpassing expectations by raising more than $540 million.[42] The university went on to renovate and expand its Lincoln Center campus, opening in 2014 its renovated Law School, as well as an additional undergraduate dormitory, McKeon Hall.[43] The former law school building was converted to expand Quinn Library and house the Gabelli School of Business.[44] Long-term plans include a new library building and buildings for the graduate schools of Social Service and of Education.[45]
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 Academics






	School
	
Founded





	Fordham College (Rose Hill)
	
1841





	School of Law[image: External link]
	
1905





	Fordham College (Lincoln Center)
	
1913





	Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link]
	
1916





	Graduate School of Education
	
1916





	Graduate School of Social Service[image: External link]
	
1916





	Gabelli School of Business[image: External link]
	
1920





	School of Professional and Continuing Studies[image: External link]
	
1944





	Graduate School of Religion and Religious Education
	
1969






Fordham University is composed of four undergraduate and six graduate schools,[46] and its academic ethos is heavily drawn from its Jesuit origins.[47] The university promotes the Jesuit principles of cura personalis[image: External link], which fosters a faculty and administrative respect for the individual student and all of his or her gifts and abilities; magis[image: External link], which encourages students to challenge themselves and strive for excellence in their lives; and homines pro aliis, which intends to inspire service, a universal charity, among members of the Fordham community.[1]

Through its International and Study Abroad Programs (ISAP) Office, Fordham provides its students with over 130 study abroad opportunities. The programs range in duration from six weeks to a full academic year and vary in focus from cultural and language immersion to internship and service learning. Some of the programs are organized by Fordham itself, such as those in London, United Kingdom; Granada, Spain; and Pretoria, South Africa; while others are operated by partner institutions like Georgetown University[image: External link], the University of Oxford[image: External link], and the Council on International Educational Exchange[image: External link] (CIEE).[48] In addition to the ISAP programs, the university's constituent schools offer a range of study abroad programs that cater to their specific areas of study.[49]
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 Admissions






	Undergraduate Applicant Statistics



	 
	2013[50]
	2014[51]
	2015[3]
	2016[52]



	Applicants
	36,189
	40,912
	42,811
	44,768



	Admits
	17,055
	19,685
	20,366
	20,214



	Admit rate
	47%
	48%
	47%
	45%



	Enrolled
	1,967
	2,258
	2,211
	2,160




According to the U.S. News and World Report[image: External link], Fordham is considered a "more selective university."[53] In 2016, the university accepted 43% of all applicants.[54] For the undergraduate class of 2019, Fordham accepted 20,366 of the 42,811 applicants (47.6%) and enrolled 2,211.[3] The middle 50% range of SAT[image: External link] scores for enrolled freshmen was 580–670 for critical reading, 590–680 for math, and 590–680 for writing, while the ACT[image: External link] Composite middle 50% range was 27–31.[3] The average high school GPA[image: External link] of incoming freshmen was 3.64.[3]

In 2016, the university enrolled approximately 2,199 new undergraduate students, and 2,168 new graduate students.[55]
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 Undergraduate curriculum




All undergraduates pursuing bachelor's degrees[image: External link] at Fordham are required to complete the Core Curriculum[image: External link], a distribution of 17 courses in nine disciplines: English[image: External link], mathematical/computational reasoning, social science[image: External link], philosophy and ethics[image: External link], history, fine arts[image: External link], religious studies[image: External link], natural science[image: External link], and modern or Classical[image: External link] languages. Based on the curriculum established by the Society of Jesus in the sixteenth century, the Core is shared by Jesuit schools all over the world and emphasizes the liberal arts[image: External link] as a basis of education.[56][57]

Undergraduate students are expected to fulfill most of the Core requirements prior to the completion of their sophomore year; a wide variety of courses can be applied to this endeavor.[58] Upon the completion of the Core Curriculum, students choose from approximately 50 major courses of study, in which they will receive their degree.[4] One option is the personalized interdisciplinary major, which allows students to create their own course of study across various disciplines.[59] School of Professional and Continuing Studies[image: External link] also awards bachelor's degrees; the Gabelli School of Business[image: External link] offers both undergraduate and graduate degrees.

In addition to the bachelor's degrees offered to undergraduates, the university also offers specialized academic programs, including: pre-medical and health professions;[60] pre-professional programs in architecture, law, and criminal justice;[61][62] a 3-2 engineering[image: External link] program, in conjunction with Columbia[image: External link] and Case Western Reserve[image: External link] Universities;[63] a five-year teacher certification program;[64] an Applied Public Accountancy ( CPA[image: External link] certification) program;[65] a BFA[image: External link] program in dance, in conjunction with the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater[image: External link];[66] as well as cross-registration opportunities with the Juilliard School[image: External link] for advanced music students.[67]
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 Graduate programs




Masters[image: External link] and doctoral[image: External link] degrees are offered through the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link], the School of Law[image: External link], the Graduate School of Education, the Graduate School of Social Service[image: External link], the Gabelli School of Business, and the Graduate School of Religion and Religious Education. Fordham's graduate programs in business, education, English[image: External link], history, law, psychology, and social work[image: External link] are all ranked among the top 100 in the nation by the 2016 U.S. News and World Report[image: External link].[68] Fordham participates in the Inter-University Doctoral Consortium, which allows its doctoral students to take classes at a number of schools in the New York metropolitan area.[69]

Fordham's medical school[image: External link] officially closed in 1919, and its College of Pharmacy in 1972.[26] Nevertheless, the university continues its tradition of medical education through a collaboration with the Albert Einstein College of Medicine[image: External link] at Yeshiva University[image: External link]. The partnership allows Fordham undergraduate and graduate science students to take classes, conduct research, and pursue early admission to select programs of Einstein. In addition, it involves a physician mentoring program, which permits students to shadow an attending physician at Einstein's Montefiore Medical Center[image: External link].[70]
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 Research




See also: Fordham University Press[image: External link] and William D. Walsh Family Library[image: External link]


The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching[image: External link] classifies Fordham as a doctoral university with high research activity (RU/H).[71] The Fordham University Library System contains approximately two and a half million volumes, subscribes to over 65,000 periodicals and electronic journals, and is a depository for United States Government[image: External link] documents.[72] In addition, the university's Interlibrary Loan office provides students and faculty with virtually unlimited access to the over 20 million volumes of the New York Public Library System as well as to media from the libraries of Columbia University, New York University[image: External link], the City University of New York[image: External link], and other libraries around the world.[73] Fordham's libraries include the William D. Walsh Family Library[image: External link], ranked in 2004 as the fifth best collegiate library in the country,[74] and the Science Library at the Rose Hill campus; the Gerald M. Quinn Library and the Leo T. Kissam Memorial Law Library at the Lincoln Center campus; and the Media Center at the Westchester campus. In addition to the university's formal libraries, several academic departments, research institutes, and student organizations maintain their own literary collections.[75] The Rose Hill campus's Duane Library, despite its name, is no longer a library but offers reading and study space for students.[76]

Fordham maintains several special collections that are housed in various museums and galleries on campus. The Fordham Museum of Greek, Etruscan, and Roman Art is located at the Rose Hill campus and contains more than 200 artifacts from Classical antiquity. A gift from alumnus William D. Walsh, it is the largest collection of its kind in the New York metropolitan area.[77] In addition, the university maintains an extensive art collection, which is housed in exhibition spaces at the Rose Hill and Lincoln Center campuses and in galleries around New York City.[78] Finally, the university possesses a sizable collection of rare books, manuscripts, and other print media, which is housed in the O'Hare Special Collections Room at the Walsh Library.[79]

Other research facilities include the Louis Calder Center[image: External link], a 114-acre biological field station and the middle site along an 81-mile (130 km) urban-forest transect known as the Urban-Rural Gradient Experiment; the William Spain Seismic Observatory, a data collection unit for the US Geological Survey[image: External link]; and other facilities.[80][81] It is a member of the Bronx Scientific Research Consortium, which also includes the New York Botanical Garden[image: External link], the Bronx Zoo[image: External link], the Albert Einstein College of Medicine at Yeshiva University, and Montefiore Medical Center.[82] Furthermore, Fordham faculty have conducted research with such institutions as the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center[image: External link], Los Alamos National Laboratory[image: External link], and organizations worldwide.[83]

Fordham University Press[image: External link], the university's publishing house and an affiliate of Oxford University Press[image: External link], primarily publishes humanities and social sciences research.[84] The university also hosts an Undergraduate Research Symposium every year during the spring semester and publishes the Undergraduate Research Journal in conjunction with the symposium.[85] In addition, it facilitates research opportunities for undergraduates with such organizations as the National Science Foundation[image: External link], The Cloisters[image: External link], and the American Museum of Natural History[image: External link].[86]
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 Honor societies and programs




Fordham's undergraduate schools all offer honors programs for their students.[87] The programs' curricula are modified versions of the Core Curriculum. For example, the Fordham College Honors Program offers a Great Books[image: External link] curriculum with seminar-style classes and a senior research thesis in each student's major. Most honors students are inducted into the programs upon admission to the university, though some are invited at the end of their first year. Each program has a designated study space for its members, including Alpha House for the Fordham College Honors Program and the honors wing of Hughes Hall for the Global Business Honors Program. Upon graduating from the university, honors students receive the designation of in cursu honorum on their diploma and transcripts.[88]

In addition to its honors programs, Fordham has chapters of several honor societies[image: External link] on campus, including but not limited to the following:


	
Phi Beta[image: External link] and Phi Phi[image: External link]


	
Alpha Sigma Nu[image: External link] (Jesuit)

	
Beta Gamma Sigma[image: External link] (business)

	
Sigma Xi[image: External link] (scientific research)

	
Psi Chi[image: External link] (psychology)

	
Sigma Delta Pi[image: External link] (Spanish)

	
Omicron Delta Epsilon[image: External link] (economics)

	
Lambda Pi Eta[image: External link] (communications)

	
Alpha Sigma Lambda[image: External link] (non-traditional students[image: External link])



The Campion Institute is the university's office for academic fellowships[image: External link] and scholarships[image: External link]. Its function is to raise awareness of fellowship opportunities among students, counsel interested students about their eligibility for various programs, and advise fellowship candidates during the application process.[89] With the aid of this office, Fordham was one of the top producers of U.S. Fulbright[image: External link] students of 2012.[90]

The Matteo Ricci[image: External link] Society is an honor society for Fordham students who are likely candidates for academic fellowships. Students are invited to join based on academic success and other factors. The society assists its members in preparing applications for fellowships, coordinating internships, and obtaining funding for research endeavors.[91] The Rev. William E. Boyle, S.J., Society is a parallel organization for business students.[92]
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 Military education




The Fordham Military Science program is available to all undergraduate and graduate students, regardless of their chosen course of study. It is also available to students at more than fifty other colleges and universities in the New York metropolitan area. The program consists of membership and training in the Ram Battalion of the Army Reserve Officer Training Corps[image: External link] (ROTC) and a sequence of military science classes taught on campus.[93] Participants in the program are also eligible to enroll in the Air Force ROTC[image: External link] program at Manhattan College[image: External link] and the Navy ROTC[image: External link] program at SUNY Maritime College[image: External link].[93] In 2011, Fordham Military Science began offering a combat nursing program in conjunction with Regis University[image: External link] and the University of Colorado at Denver[image: External link].[94]

The Military Science program has several notable alumni, including former Secretary of State[image: External link] Colin Powell[image: External link], four-star General John M. Keane[image: External link], and at least four recipients of the Medal of Honor[image: External link]. Furthermore, it has been distinguished as being in the top fifteen percent of military science programs in the country.[93]

In addition to its ROTC program, the university contributes to military education through its Veterans Initiative, which provides full-tuition scholarships and other benefits to post-9/11 veterans of the U.S. military. Because of the initiative, Fordham was named one of the 25 best colleges in the country for veterans in 2013 by Military History Monthly[image: External link] Magazine.[95]
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 Reputation and rankings




Fordham University is ranked by several national organizations. In 2017, the university was ranked by the U.S. News & World Report no. 60 in "Best National Universities," and ranked no. 42 under "High School Counselor Rankings."[53] In 2016, Forbes ranked the university at no. 145 among "America's Best Colleges" and the 70th best research university in the country,[100] while Kiplinger[image: External link] ranked it at no. 76 for Best Values in Colleges and Universities: Private Universities in 2014.[101] The university was included in The Princeton Review[image: External link]'s The Best 377 Colleges 2013.[102]

Ranking and reputation of individual departments and schools at Fordham varies, though numerous programs have been ranked among the top 100 in the United States.[53] The Gabelli School of Business, undergraduate was ranked no. 8 of "Undergraduate International Business Rankings" by the U.S. News & World Report in 2017, and the year prior, Bloomberg Businessweek[image: External link] ranked it the 27th best undergraduate business school in the nation.[103]

The Fordham School of Law was ranked no. 36 of "America's Best Law Schools" by the U.S. News & World Report in 2017[53] and Gabelli Business School's MBA program no. 83 among America's Best Business Schools (2016).[53] In the years prior, the business program was ranked no. 72 among "Best Full-Time MBA Programs" by Bloomberg Businessweek (2015),[104] no. 79 among "Best Executive MBA Programs in the World" by the Financial Times (2015),[105] and no. 39 among "Best Executive MBA Programs" by Bloomberg Businessweek (2013).[104]

Fordham's various graduate programs have also been ranked by the U.S. News & World Report:[106] In 2017, the graduate program of Education was named the 45th best in the United States; its English graduate program was ranked 51st in the nation, while its history and sociology programs were ranked no. 79 and 102, respectively. The graduate program in social work was ranked the 22nd best social work program in the United States, while the university's clinical psychology and psychology programs ranked no. 74 and 141, respectively.[106]

Globally, Fordham was ranked 90th amongst the "World's top 100 universities for producing millionaires," as compiled by THE[image: External link] in 2013.[107] According to data from The New York Times, Fordham ranked at no. 8 out of 71 "highly selective private colleges" yielding the greatest overall social mobility[image: External link]; this data reflects the share of all students who came from lower-income families and ended up in higher-income families after completing their education.[108] École des Mines de Paris[image: External link]'s listing – which reviews over 3,000 educational institutions around the world, selects some 700 schools and ranks them according to their ability to place their graduates in Fortune 500 CEO and leading positions – currently ranks Fordham University 16th on their list, making it the highest ranked Catholic institution.[109]
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 Campuses




Main article: Campuses of Fordham University[image: External link]


Fordham has three main campuses, which are located in and around New York City: Rose Hill in the Bronx[image: External link], Lincoln Center in Manhattan[image: External link], and Westchester in West Harrison, New York. In addition, it maintains and utilizes various academic, extracurricular, and residential facilities throughout New York City and New York State and around the world.[4] In addition to its three main campuses, the university also operates the Louis Calder Center[image: External link], a biological field station 30 miles (50 km) north of New York City in Armonk, New York[image: External link]. It consists of 114 acres (0.46 km2) forested with a 10-acre (40,000 m2) lake and 19 buildings. The structures house laboratories and classrooms, offices for faculty and administrators, a library, and residences.[80]

Outside the United States, the university maintains a small campus at Heythrop College[image: External link], the Jesuit philosophy and theology school of the University of London[image: External link]. The campus is home to several undergraduate business and liberal arts programs as well as Fordham College at Lincoln Center's London Dramatic Academy.[110] In addition, Fordham operates field offices in Granada[image: External link], Spain, and Pretoria[image: External link], South Africa; these house undergraduate study abroad programs.[48] Finally, the university provides faculty for the Beijing International MBA Program at Peking University[image: External link] in China[image: External link]. The program, established in 1998, has been ranked #1 in China by Fortune and Forbes Magazines.[111]
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 Rose Hill




The Rose Hill campus, established in 1841 by bishop John Hughes[image: External link], is home to Fordham College at Rose Hill, the Gabelli School of Business[image: External link], and a division of the School of Professional and Continuing Studies, as well as the Graduate Schools of Arts and Sciences[image: External link] and Religion and Religious Education. Situated on 85 acres (34.4 ha)[113] in the central Bronx, it is among the largest privately owned green spaces in New York City.[4] At one time spanning over 100 acres, the university sold 30 acres east of Southern Boulevard to the New York City government to become part of the New York Botanical Garden (NYBG).[114] The NYBG is now an independent organization; however, Fordham students and staff have virtually unlimited access to the garden during its normal operating hours.[115] Rose Hill is located on Fordham Road[image: External link] just north of the Bronx's Belmont[image: External link] neighborhood that is known as the "Real Little Italy of New York."[116] Fordham's Collegiate Gothic[image: External link] architecture, expansive lawns, ivy-covered buildings, and cobblestone streets were featured in MSNBC's 2008 edition of "America's Prettiest College Campuses".[117]

Rose Hill is largely made up of nineteenth-century architecture, with some contemporary buildings. The campus is home to several structures on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link],[118] such as the University Church[image: External link] built in 1845 as a seminary chapel and parish church for the surrounding community. It contains the altar from Old St. Patrick's Cathedral[image: External link], as well as stained glass windows given to the university by King Louis Philippe I of France[image: External link].[119] The windows are particularly notable for their connection to a workshop in Sevres[image: External link], France, locus of the earliest stages of the Gothic Revival[image: External link].[119] Adjacent to the church is a 138-plot cemetery[image: External link] where the university's nineteenth-century Jesuits, diocesan seminarians, students, and workers are interred,[120] relocated in 1890 from its original location at today's New York Botanical Garden.[121]

There are eleven residence halls on campus, including a residential college[image: External link] and nine Integrated Learning Communities that each cater to a particular year (freshman, sophomore, etc.) or area of study (science, leadership, etc.).[122] In addition, the campus contains for Jesuits two residences, a retirement home, and the Murray-Weigel infirmary.[123]

Rose Hill is served by the Fordham station[image: External link] of the Metro-North Railroad[image: External link], which extends to Grand Central Terminal[image: External link]. Public transit buses stop adjacent to campus exits, and three New York City Subway stations are within walking distance. The university also provides a shuttle service between its three main campuses (the "Ram Van"), which is headquartered at Rose Hill. About 7,000 undergraduates and graduates are enrolled at the Rose Hill.[4] The Bronx Zoo[image: External link] and the New York Botanical Garden[image: External link] are both adjacent to the eastern edge of the campus.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Lincoln Center




In 1954, New York City's Robert Moses[image: External link] proposed that Fordham might "be interested in an alternative [to renting space in the New York Coliseum[image: External link]] involving a new building in a part of the area to the north of Columbus Circle to be redeveloped under Title One of the Federal Housing Law. ... If this idea appeals to you I will ask Mr. Lebwohl to see you and explain it in greater detail."[124] In March 1958, Mayor Robert Wagner[image: External link] signed the deeds transferring the Lincoln Center campus to Fordham University.[125]

The Lincoln Center campus is home to Fordham College at Lincoln Center and to a division of the School of Professional and Continuing Studies, as well as the School of Law, the Graduate Schools of Education and Social Service, and the Fordham School of Business. The 8-acre (32,000 m2) campus occupies the area from West 60th Street to West 62nd Street between Columbus[image: External link] and Amsterdam[image: External link] Avenues, placing it in the cultural heart of Manhattan.[4] Lincoln Center has two grassy plazas, built one level up from the street. The larger expanse was once a barren cement landscape known as "Robert Moses Plaza;"[126] the smaller is known as "St. Peter's Garden" and contains a memorial to the Fordham students and alumni who perished in the September 11, 2001 attacks[image: External link]. The campus is served by public transit buses; the A,B,C,D, and 1 Subway trains, which are accessed at the 59th Street/Columbus Circle station[image: External link]; and the university's Ram Van shuttle. Approximately 8,000 undergraduate and graduate students are enrolled at Lincoln Center, of which about 1,000 reside in University housing.[4] The campus currently consists of the Leon Lowenstein Building, McMahon Hall, the Gerald M. Quinn Library, and the Doyle Building.[127] In the fall of 2014, the new freshman residence dormitory McKeon Hall opened, along with the new Fordham Law School building.[43]

The Toward 2016 Strategic Plan prescribed a complete reconfiguration of the Lincoln Center campus, to be completed by 2032.[128] The first phase of the project, including renovations of the Lowenstein Building as well as a new Law School building and residence hall designed by Pei Cobb Freed & Partners[image: External link], were completed in 2014.[129][128] In 2014, Fordham University had purchased a building located at 45 Columbus Avenue and incorporated it in its Lincoln Center campus. The nine-story building is located directly across from the former Law School building.[130] Fordham University at Lincoln Center also shares a parking lot with New York Institute of Technology[image: External link] across the street from the Lincoln Center campus.
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 Westchester




The Westchester campus is home to divisions of the School of Professional and Continuing Studies, the Martino Graduate School of Business Administration, and the Education and Social Service graduate schoolse. It consists of a three-story, 62,500-square-foot (5,810 m2) building on 32 acres (12.9 ha) landscaped with a stream and pond. Fordham signed a 20-year lease for the facility, which includes 26 "smart" classrooms, faculty and administrative offices, a media center, a food service facility, and indoor and outdoor meeting areas. In 2008, the university spent over $8 million renovating the building in order to increase its sustainability.[131]

The campus is served by the Ram Van as well as the White Plains station[image: External link] of the Metro-North Railroad[image: External link] located 4 miles (6 km) away and connected by the Westchester County Bus System ("The Bee Line[image: External link]").
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 Town-gown relationships




Relations between Fordham and its surrounding neighborhoods vary according to campus. At Rose Hill, the University actively recruits Bronx students from disadvantaged backgrounds through the Higher Education Opportunity Program.[132] In addition, about 80% of students participate in local community service.[133]

The relationship between the Lincoln Center campus and some of the Upper West Side[image: External link] community residents have been strained, over campus development.[134] In 2010 the New York State Supreme Court[image: External link] dismissed a lawsuit against Fordham brought by the Alfred Condominium Complex. The suit was filed in response to the University's expansion plans at Lincoln Center and their expected visual and auditory impact on the surrounding community.[135] The Lincoln Center campus does, however, have a lively connection to the artistic scene in Manhattan through its dance and theater productions and visual art exhibitions.[136]
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 Athletics




Main article: Fordham Rams[image: External link]


The university supports 23 men's and women's varsity[image: External link] athletic teams, as well as various club and intramural[image: External link] sports. The Fordham colors are maroon[image: External link] and white and its mascot is the ram[image: External link]. In most varsity sports, the Rams compete in Division I[image: External link] of the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] and are a member of the Atlantic 10 Conference[image: External link]. The football team, however, plays in NCAA Division I FCS[image: External link] and is an associate member of the Patriot League[image: External link], the most academically selective NCAA conference after the Ivy League.[4][137]

The Ram's football team ended the 1929 season as title holders according to college football's fictitious national championship,[138] boasts two bowl game appearances (1941 and 1942), two Patriot League championships (2002 and 2007) and corresponding NCAA Division I Football Championship[image: External link] appearances, and the 15th most wins of any college football program. It is best known, however, for the "Seven Blocks of Granite[image: External link]," a name given to the team's 1928 and 1936 offensive lines. The 1936 team was coached by "Sleepy" Jim Crowley[image: External link], one of the University of Notre Dame[image: External link]'s famed "Four Horsemen[image: External link]," and included Vince Lombardi[image: External link], the legendary Green Bay Packers[image: External link] coach. The team provoked the term "Ivy League" after New York Herald Tribune[image: External link] sportswriter Caswell Adams called then powerhouses Princeton[image: External link] and Yale[image: External link] "only Ivy League" compared to this Fordham team. There are currently four Rams in the National Football League[image: External link]. Moreover, the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] NFL franchise was named in honor of Fordham's football heritage.[139]

The University's men's basketball program boasts four NCAA Division I championships[image: External link] and 16 National Invitational Tournament[image: External link] appearances. During the 1971 season, the program enjoyed its best campaign ever, compiling a 26–3 record and earning a #9 national ranking. That team was coached by Digger Phelps[image: External link], later the renowned University of Notre Dame[image: External link] men's basketball coach, and its player's roster included Peter "PJ" Carlesimo[image: External link] who became head coach of the Brooklyn Nets[image: External link] NBA[image: External link] franchise.[140] Fordham basketball plays in the Rose Hill Gymnasium[image: External link] (also known as "The Prairie"), the oldest on-campus venue currently in use by an NCAA Division I basketball team.

The Rams baseball program is among the oldest in the nation and was the first college baseball team to play the game according to modern rules. The program has launched the careers of dozens of Major League Baseball[image: External link] players, including National Baseball Hall of Fame[image: External link] inductee Frankie Frisch[image: External link] (also known as the "Fordham Flash").[141] In April 2010, a Fordham baserunner made national headlines when he leaped over an opposing team's catcher to score a run during a game. The incident was dubbed the "Fordham Flip."[142] The Rams baseball team holds the record for most NCAA Division I baseball victories[image: External link] in history.[143][144]

There are eight women's teams on campus. The women's basketball team won the Atlantic 10 championship in 2014, advancing to the first round of the NCAA Women's Division I Basketball Championship[image: External link].[145] This feat came just 6 years after the team set an NCAA record for the worst season, finishing the season 0–29 in 2008.[146]

The university's most competitive programs include track and field[image: External link], which claims world record holder and Olympic[image: External link] gold medalist Tom Courtney[image: External link] as an alumnus;[147] sailing[image: External link], which is headquartered at the Morris Yacht and Beach Club in City Island, Bronx[image: External link]; crew[image: External link], which rows out of the Peter Jay Sharp Boathouse on the Harlem River[image: External link] and frequents the Henley Royal Regatta[image: External link] in the United Kingdom; and golf[image: External link], which is affiliated with the Winged Foot Golf Club[image: External link] in Mamaroneck[image: External link], New York.
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 Student life





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Groups and activities




Fordham has numerous student groups,[148] sponsoring over 200 clubs and organizations for its undergraduate and graduate students, of which about 100 are based at the Rose Hill campus and the rest are based at the Lincoln Center and Westchester campuses. Some of these organizations are described below:[149] In January 2017, Fordham refused permission for the establishment of a Students for Justice in Palestine[image: External link] group, claiming that this would lead to "polarization".[150][151]

Fordham College at Rose Hill has a long history of college theater,[152] as well as non-major theater groups at both Lincoln Center and Rose Hill (the Mimes and Mummers, Fordham Experimental Theater, the Theatrical Outreach Group, Splinter Group) to choirs (University Choir, Schola Cantorum, Gloria Dei Choir), to its considerable a cappella groups spanning both campuses (Fordham Ramblers, Satin Dolls, b-Sides, Hot Notes, F-sharps). The Mimes and Mummers, the oldest entirely student run club at Fordham University and one of the oldest college theater groups in the United States, was founded in 1855 as the Saint John's Dramatic Society.[153] The Mimes put on two musicals, a drama, and a comedy each year, which all must be non-student written shows, as well as workshops designed to help students at Fordham learn about theater. The club receives a budget from the school, allowing them to hire professional directors, music directors, and choreographers as a production calls for, but each show remains fully student produced, with all elements of technical design being run by members on the club's executive board.[154]

In 1905, with the construction of Collins Hall, Fordham University became the first place on the East Coast of the United States to have a theater in the round. The Penthouse Theatre, located on the fourth floor of Collins Hall, served as a place for both professional show debuts to occur as well as a home for theater groups like the Mimes and Mummers. The Penthouse Theatre was turned into office space by Fordham University in 1966.[153] In addition to The Mimes and Mummers, Fordham University's Rose Hill campus also has two additional theater clubs, Fordham Experimental Theater (FET), and the Theatrical Outreach Program (TOP).
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 Media




See also: WFUV[image: External link]


The university has a number of student publications, including The Observer, the award-winning[155] newspaper for the Lincoln Center campus; The Ram, the university's journal of record;[156] and the paper, a student-run free-speech publication.[157] WFUV[image: External link] is Fordham's 50,000- watt[image: External link] radio station, broadcasting on 90.7 FM[image: External link]. Founded in 1947, the station serves approximately 350,000 listeners weekly in the New York City metropolitan area. It is a National Public Radio[image: External link] affiliate and has an adult alternative[image: External link] format on weekdays and a variety[image: External link] format on weekends.[158] As of 2017, The Princeton Review[image: External link] ranked WFUV the 2nd best college radio station in the United States.[159]
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 Campus ministry




See also: Blue Chapel (Fordham University)[image: External link] and Fordham University Church[image: External link]


The purpose of Campus Ministry at Fordham is to provide "opportunities and resources for spiritual growth to members of [the university] community." It offers programming for more than 15 faith traditions in such areas as worship, music ministry, and social ministry. One of its most popular initiatives is its retreats, which are held at the university's McGrath House of Prayer in Goshen, New York[image: External link], and other retreat houses in the New York City metropolitan area.[160] In addition to its Jesuit traditions, the university also has organizations devoted to Judaism, Islam, and other religions.[161]

The university has several churches and chapels[image: External link] across its campuses: At Rose Hill, places of worship include the University Church[image: External link], which also houses Our Lady's Chapel in the basement.[162] Also at Rose Hill is the Blue Chapel[image: External link], located on the third floor of Keating Hall[image: External link].[163] Other chapels at Rose Hill are the Sacred Heart Chapel in Dealy Hall, and the St. Robert Bellarmine Chapel at Spellman Hall; several student residence halls also have chapels.[161] At the Lincoln Center campus is the Bl. Rupert Meyer Chapel in the Leon Lowenstein Building.[161]

In conjunction with the Office of Mission and Ministry, Global Outreach (GO!) operates as a cultural immersion and service program where students learn about various issues of social, economic, political and environmental injustice while living a simple lifestyle that fosters communal and spiritual growth.[164] Teams consist of approximately 10 students, one student leader, and one chaperone to live, work, and learn with partnering organizations. Building on the Jesuit tenets of Men and Women for Others, Magis, and Contemplatives in Action, GO! has grown over the years to include more than 30 projects throughout the United States and countries in Asia, Africa, Europe, and Latin America.[164][165] GO!'s roots stretch back as far as the 1950s, when Fordham students were participating in various service and immersion projects. In the 1970s and 1980s, it became known as the Mexico project. In 1988, students coined the name Global Outreach.[164][165]

The Dorothy Day[image: External link] Center for Service and Justice is responsible for overseeing Fordham's various community service and humanitarian initiatives. Grounded in the Jesuit principle of homines pro aliis ("men and women for others"), the center organizes projects in such areas as poverty, hunger, education, and disaster relief.[166] As a result of the Dorothy Day Center's efforts, the university performed approximately one million hours of service in 2011, ranking it sixth in the country in terms of community outreach.[167] A popular volunteer location among students is the Society of Jesus New York Province Health Care Center at the Rose Hill campus, where those students interested in nursing can gain practical experience in the field.[168] The Dorothy Day Center also offers a pre-orientation program for incoming Fordham Freshmen called "Urban Plunge" that introduces students to themes of social justice across New York City.[169]
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 Traditions and symbols





	Traditions



Since its founding in 1841, the university has developed many traditions. Some of them are described below:


	
President's Ball: The President's Ball takes place every autumn on the eve of the Homecoming[image: External link] football game. It is a business formal[image: External link] event held in the Vince Lombardi Field House. It is hosted by the Office of the President, from which the name is derived.[170]





	
Winter Ball: The Winter Ball is a business casual[image: External link] event held every winter by the United Student Government and the Campus Activities Board of Fordham University at Lincoln Center. It takes place at a different location each year in New York City. Past venues have included the Rainbow Room[image: External link], the Russian Tea Room[image: External link], and the Mandarin Oriental[image: External link] Hotel.[171]


	
Under the Tent: The "Under the Tent" Dance is a smart casual[image: External link] event held the weekend before final exams. Sponsored by the university's Residence Halls Association[image: External link], it takes place underneath a tent on Martyrs' Lawn, Fordham's second-largest quadrangle, and has a different theme each year. The dance is part of the Spring Weekend Festival, which also includes two concerts, a barbecue, a race around the Rose Hill campus, and a comedy show.[172] The dance was previously held at the Lincoln Center campus as well, but was replaced in 2015 by an end-of-the-year event called "The Bash."

	
The Festival of Lessons and Carols: The Fordham University Concert Choir presents a series of Nine Lessons and Carols[image: External link] every year during the Christmas season. An afternoon concert is performed at the University Church on the Rose Hill campus, and an evening concert is performed at the Church of Saint Paul the Apostle adjacent to the Lincoln Center campus.[173]


	
Midnight Breakfast: Each semester, the official beginning of the final exam period is marked by a "midnight breakfast," in which Fordham administration and professors cook students their favorite breakfast items so as to prepare them for the long night of studying ahead of them.[174] Despite the name, the meal is not held at midnight.

	
The Liberty Cup: The Liberty Cup[image: External link] is awarded annually to the winner of the football game between Fordham and Columbia Universities. The tradition began in 2002, a year after the Fordham-Columbia game was postponed due to the September 11th attacks.[175] As of 2016, the series was ended by Columbia.

	
Rams-Crusader Trophy: Started in 1951 to commemorate a great coach of both Fordham and Holy Cross: Frank "Iron Major" Cavanaugh[image: External link].[176]


	
Encaenia: Fordham College at Rose Hill hosts an Encaenia[image: External link] each year in early May. Faculty, administrators, and students process in academic regalia[image: External link], and candidates for degrees at the current year's Commencement receive various awards and honors. The ceremony includes a sentimental speech by the year's valedictorian[image: External link], as well as a generally more humorous, yet, equally endearing speech by the honorary Lord or Lady of the Manor.[177]





	Symbols



In addition to its traditions, Fordham is associated with a number of symbols, some of which are discussed below:


	
Maroon[image: External link]: The university's official color used to be magenta[image: External link], one which was shared by Harvard University[image: External link]. Since it was confusing for the two schools to be wearing the same color during athletic competitions, the matter of which school could lay claim to magenta was to be settled through a series of baseball games. Fordham won the games, but Harvard reneged on its promise. Both schools continued to use the color until 1874, when the Fordham student government unanimously agreed to change to maroon. Maroon was chosen because it was not widely used at the time. Sometime later, Harvard stopped using magenta in favor of crimson.[87]


	
The Ram: The ram became the university's mascot as a result of a slightly vulgar cheer that Fordham fans sang during an 1893 football game against the United States Military Academy[image: External link] The fans began cheering, "One-damn, two-damn, three-damn, Fordham!" which was an instant hit. Later, "damn" was sanitized to "ram" so that the song would conform to the university's image.[178]


	
The Victory Bell: Presented to Fordham by Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz[image: External link] ('44) of the US Navy[image: External link], the Victory Bell was the ship's bell[image: External link] of the Japanese aircraft carrier Junyo[image: External link]. First rung on campus by President Harry S. Truman on May 11, 1946, it currently stands in front of the Rose Hill Gymnasium and peals following all Ram athletic victories and at the start of Commencement each year.[87]





	
The Great Seal: The Great Seal of Fordham University was designed to acknowledge the presence of the Society of Jesus on campus, hence the order's coat of arms[image: External link] in the seal's center. The coat of arms bears the Greek letters of the lapidary[image: External link] form of Jesus Christ (IHS), with the Cross[image: External link] resting on the center of the H and the three nails of the Crucifixion[image: External link] beneath the epigraph[image: External link]. These figures, dressed in gold, lay in a field framed in maroon, the color of the university, with silver fleur-de-lis[image: External link] at the edge. The fleur-de-lis symbolize the French Jesuits who arrived at Fordham in 1846. Immediately above the central shield rests the laurel crown[image: External link], enclosing the university's pedagogical disciplines: arts, science, philosophy, medicine, and law. Below the shield is a blue scroll with the university's motto, Sapientia et Doctrina. The scroll rests on a gold field emblematic of learning (doctrina) and is surrounded by the fiery tongues of the Holy Spirit[image: External link], a symbol of wisdom (sapientia). In a circular maroon field embroidered with beads is Fordham's official title, Universitas Fordhamensis; at the field's lower edge is the date of the university's founding, 1841. Finally, surrounding the entire seal is a heraldic belt, which is employed as a stylistic decoration. The University of Oxford, the only other tertiary institution[image: External link] in the world that uses a belt in its seal, however, maintains that without the belt, the seal is not official.[87]


	
The mace: The mace[image: External link] of Fordham is traditionally carried at Commencement by the president of the Faculty Senate, who serves as the grand marshal of the main academic procession. The device, four feet in length, bears a regal crown[image: External link] at the summit to denote the sole power of the State of New York[image: External link] to grant academic degrees in its territory. Above the crown is a cross composed of four windmill sails, which signify the Catholic faith and the Dutch[image: External link] founders of New York City, respectively. The center of the cross displays a heraldic rose[image: External link], which symbolizes Rose Hill. Immediately beneath the crown is a support, on which the university's seal is emblazoned. The upper node of the mace's staff is decorated with three heraldic roses, the Fordham seal, a ram's head, and a silhouette of the Lincoln Center campus. The titles of the university's constituent colleges are engraved above the node, and the names of the school's presidents from 1841 to 1966 are inscribed below it. The mace was a gift to the university from the Fordham University Alumni Federation.[87]


	
The Terrace of the Presidents: The Rev. Robert Gannon, SJ, president of Fordham from 1936 to 1949, initiated the custom of engraving the granite steps leading up to Keating Hall with the names of heads of state who visit the university. Among the names engraved are George Washington, who visited the Rose Hill Manor before it was succeeded by St. John's College in 1841; Franklin Delano Roosevelt; Harry S. Truman; Richard Nixon; and the names of various other heads of state from around the world.[87]


	
School songs: Fordham's official school song is "Alma Mater Fordham," and its fight song[image: External link] is "Fordham Ram" by J. Ignatius Coveney.[178] In December, 2013 the lyrics to "Fordham Ram" were changed from "Hail Men of Fordham, hail" to "Hail Rams of Fordham hail" in an effort to be more inclusive of the school's female majority.[179] "The Marching Song" is typically played during parades and after athletic games (particularly after a Ram victory).[180]
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 Alumni and faculty




See also: Category:Fordham University people[image: External link]


Fordham has over 183,500 alumni spread throughout the world, with 40 regional alumni chapters in the US and abroad.[4]
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 Notable alumni




Main article: List of Fordham University alumni[image: External link]


Donald Trump, the current President of the United States, attended the university for two years, but left without a degree.[181] Geraldine Ferraro[image: External link], the first female vice presidential candidate of a major political party in the United States, attended Fordham,[182] as did numerous current and former members of the United States Congress. Current New York State Governor[image: External link], Andrew Cuomo, is an alumnus,[183] as was Martin H. Glynn[image: External link], the 40th Governor of New York (1913–1914) and first Catholic to hold the office.[184] A number of Fordham graduates have served at the highest levels of the U.S. Executive Branch, including John E. Potter[image: External link], former Postmaster General of the United States;[185] William J. Casey[image: External link], Director of U.S. Central Intelligence from 1981 to 1987;[186] John N. Mitchell[image: External link], U.S. Attorney General[image: External link] from 1969 until 1972;[187] Bernard M. Shanley[image: External link], Deputy Chief of Staff[image: External link] and White House Counsel to President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], and John O. Brennan[image: External link], Director of the Central Intelligence Agency from 2013 to 2017.[188]

Fordham claims a number of distinguished military honorees, including three Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipients and a number of notable generals[image: External link], including General John "Jack" Keane[image: External link], retired four-star general and former Vice Chief of Staff for the United States Army[image: External link], and Major General Martin Thomas McMahon[image: External link], decorated American Civil War[image: External link] officer. Fordham has produced college and university presidents for at least 10 institutions around the United States, including two for Georgetown University[image: External link] and one each for Columbia University[image: External link] and New York University[image: External link]. Francis Cardinal Spellman[image: External link] was the late Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of New York. James B. Donovan[image: External link] defended Rudolph Abel[image: External link] in his spy trial and negotiated the release of Francis Gary Powers[image: External link]. Archduchess Charlotte of Austria[image: External link], the daughter of the last Austrian Emperor, Charles I[image: External link], studied at the School of Social Sciences.[189]

Business and finance magnates that have attended Fordham include Anne M. Mulcahy[image: External link], retired Chairperson and CEO of Xerox[image: External link];[190] Rose Marie Bravo[image: External link], Vice Chairman and former CEO of Burberry[image: External link];[191] E. Gerald Corrigan[image: External link], former President of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York[image: External link];[192] Maria Elena Lagomasino[image: External link], CEO of JP Morgan Private Bank from 2001 to 2005 and currently on the board of directors of Coca-Cola[image: External link];[193] Joe Moglia[image: External link], Chairman and former CEO of TD Ameritrade[image: External link];[194] Stephen J. Hemsley[image: External link], CEO of UnitedHealth Group[image: External link];[195] Wellington Mara[image: External link], former owner of the New York Giants[image: External link];[196] John D. Finnegan[image: External link], Chairman, President, and CEO of Chubb Corporation[image: External link]; Mario Gabelli[image: External link], billionaire[image: External link] and founder and CEO of GAMCO Investors[image: External link]; Lorenzo Mendoza[image: External link], billionaire[image: External link] and CEO of Empresas Polar[image: External link]; Eugene Shvidler[image: External link], billionaire[image: External link] and international oil tycoon.[197] Donald Trump, the current President of the United States, attended the university for two years, but left without a degree.[181]

In the media and communications field, Fordham has produced Charles Osgood[image: External link], three-time Emmy Award and two-time Peabody Award[image: External link]-winning journalist for CBS and Radio Hall of Fame[image: External link] inductee; Louis Boccardi[image: External link], retired President of the Associated Press; Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]-winning journalist Loretta Tofani[image: External link]; Jim Dwyer[image: External link], the Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] winning columnist and author; G. Gordon Liddy[image: External link], political operative for President Richard Nixon, leader of the White House Plumbers[image: External link], political pundit[image: External link], and radio show host; and Baseball Hall of Fame broadcaster and Radio Hall of Famer Vin Scully[image: External link].

Fordham's list of contributions to the arts and entertainment industry includes Denzel Washington[image: External link], two-time Academy Award[image: External link] and two-time Golden Globe Award[image: External link]-winning actor;[198] Alan Alda[image: External link], six-time Emmy Award and six-time Golden Globe Award[image: External link]-winning actor;[199] Dylan McDermott[image: External link];[200] actress Taylor Schilling[image: External link];[201] actress and comedian Regina Hall[image: External link];[202] Grammy[image: External link]-nominated singer-songwriter Lana Del Rey[image: External link];[203] Mary Higgins Clark[image: External link], best-selling suspense novelist;[204] Don DeLillo[image: External link], acclaimed novelist and Pulitzer Prize nominee; Robert Sean Leonard[image: External link], Golden Globe[image: External link] winning television show actor;[205] Bob Keeshan[image: External link], television's multiple award-winning "Captain Kangaroo[image: External link];"[206] John LaFarge[image: External link], painter, muralist, and designer of stained-glass windows; Virginia O'Hanlon[image: External link], who, as a child, wrote a letter to the New York Sun[image: External link] that prompted the famous response "Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus[image: External link]."[207] John Gilmary Shea[image: External link], regarded as the “Father of American Catholic History”, is also an alumnus.[208]

Among the sportsmen who attended Fordham are Frankie Frisch[image: External link] (known as the "Fordham Flash"), Baseball Hall of Fame[image: External link] inductee; Vince Lombardi[image: External link], football coaching legend; Bill Chadwick[image: External link], Hockey Hall of Fame[image: External link] inductee; Tom Courtney[image: External link], two-time Olympic gold medalist and holder of the world record in the 880-yard run; and Steve Bellán[image: External link], the first Latin American[image: External link] to play Major League Baseball[image: External link].[209]
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 Notable current and former faculty




Main article: List of Fordham University faculty[image: External link]
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 In popular culture




Fordham University has been portrayed in several books, movies and television shows. In addition, the Fordham campus has been the backdrop for a number of different books and movies. Fordham's Rose Hill campus has been featured in numerous films and television shows, and was named the second most-filmed campus in North America by Noodle Education[image: External link].[210] Films shot on the campus include: The Adjustment Bureau[image: External link] (2011),[211] A Beautiful Mind[image: External link] (2001),[211] Cheerleaders Beach Party[image: External link] (1978),[211] The Exorcist[image: External link] (1973),[211] Fair Game[image: External link] (2010),[211] The Gambler[image: External link] (1974),[211] Godspell[image: External link] (1973),[211] Kinsey[image: External link] (2004),[211] Love Story[image: External link] (1970),[211] Quiz Show[image: External link] (1994),[211] Solitary Man[image: External link] (2009),[211] The Verdict[image: External link] (1982),[211] and Wall Street 2: Money Never Sleeps[image: External link] (2010).[212] The 1993 crime drama A Bronx Tale[image: External link] is set in the Belmont neighborhood adjacent to the Rose Hill campus.[212] The university's Lincoln Center campus has also appeared in such films as Awake[image: External link] (2007) and Center Stage[image: External link] (2000).[211]

Television programs filmed at Fordham include Shattered Vows, a 1984 television film[image: External link] starring Valerie Bertinelli[image: External link], which portrays the true story of a young nun in the 1960s who goes to Fordham for her master's degree and falls in love with a priest; White Collar[image: External link]; Naked City[image: External link]; Saturday Night Live; Chappelle's Show[image: External link]; and the 2009 U2[image: External link] performance on Good Morning America[image: External link]. The music video for the single What's Luv?[image: External link] by Fat Joe[image: External link] and Ashanti[image: External link] was filmed in the gymnasium at the Rose Hill campus.[212] Most recently the new show "Forever" shot a college campus location and used many scenes in and out of the new Gabelli building and McMahon dorm. In the second episode of the new CBS show Madam Secretary[image: External link] the Fordham commons are used in two scenes serving in lieu of Georgetown University.[213]

The university has also been depicted in literature; Fordham is referenced in both of Stephen King[image: External link]'s novels The Regulators[image: External link] and Desperation[image: External link], as well as John Grisham[image: External link]'s The Pelican Brief[image: External link].[211] The Rose Hill campus also figures in the novel While My Pretty One Sleeps[image: External link] by Mary Higgins Clark[image: External link]; Clark is an alumna of Fordham.[211]

Fictional Fordham alumni include the title character of Michael Clayton[image: External link], Ray Brocco of The Good Shepherd[image: External link], Michael Patrick Flaherty[image: External link] of Spin City[image: External link], Jacob Moore of Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps[image: External link], Annie Norris[image: External link] of Life on Mars[image: External link], Vinnie Terranova of Wiseguy[image: External link], Nick Rice of Law Abiding Citizen[image: External link], Bruno Tattaglia[image: External link] of The Godfather[image: External link], The father of Gabe Burton in Little Manhattan[image: External link] and Dave Norris of The Adjustment Bureau[image: External link].[212] Sonek Pran, a character in Star Trek: A Singular Destiny is an alumnus of Fordham University in the 24th century.[214]
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 Sustainability




In order to increase its sustainability, the university has committed to reducing its greenhouse gas emissions[image: External link] by 30% in 2017. In addition, it has pledged to employ low-flow faucets and shower heads, use sustainable materials like reprocessed flooring, recycle up to 90% of its debris, and seek LEED[image: External link] Silver certification in its construction of new facilities on campus. Finally, the Department of Grounds Maintenance at Fordham has committed to making half of its vehicle fleet electric by 2016.[215]
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University of Pennsylvania






Not to be confused with Pennsylvania State University[image: External link].

The University of Pennsylvania (commonly known as Penn or UPenn) is a private[image: External link] Ivy League research university[image: External link] located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania[image: External link], United States. Incorporated as The Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania, Penn is one of 14 founding members of the Association of American Universities[image: External link] and one of the nine original colonial colleges[image: External link].[4]

Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], Penn's founder[image: External link], advocated an educational program that focused as much on practical education for commerce and public service[image: External link] as on the classics and theology, though his proposed curriculum was never adopted. The university coat of arms[image: External link] features a dolphin[image: External link] on the red chief[image: External link], adopted directly from the Franklin family's own coat of arms.[5] Penn was one of the first academic institutions to follow a multidisciplinary[image: External link] model pioneered by several European universities, concentrating multiple "faculties" (e.g., theology[image: External link], classics[image: External link], medicine) into one institution.[6] It was also home to many other educational innovations[image: External link]. The first school of medicine in North America (Perelman School of Medicine[image: External link], 1765), the first collegiate business school (Wharton School of Business, 1881), and the first "student union"[image: External link] building and organization (Houston Hall[image: External link], 1896)[7] were founded at Penn. With an endowment of $10.72 billion (2016), Penn had the seventh largest endowment of all colleges in the United States.[1] All of Penn's schools exhibit very high research activity.[8] In fiscal year[image: External link] 2015, Penn's academic research budget[image: External link] was $851 million, involving more than 4,300 faculty, 1,100 postdoctoral fellows and 5,500 support staff/graduate assistants.[2]

Over its history, the university has also produced many distinguished alumni. These include 14 heads of state (including two U.S. Presidents[image: External link]); 25 billionaires[image: External link] - the most of any university in the world at the undergraduate level; three United States Supreme Court justices; over 33 United States Senators[image: External link], 42 United States Governors[image: External link], and 158 members of the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]; 8 signers of the United States Declaration of Independence[image: External link]; and 12 signers of the United States Constitution[image: External link].[9][10][11] In addition, some 30 Nobel laureates[image: External link], 169 Guggenheim Fellows[image: External link], and 80 members of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences[image: External link], have been affiliated with Penn.[12] In addition, Penn has produced a significant number of Fortune 500[image: External link] CEOs, trailing only Harvard[image: External link] and Stanford[image: External link] worldwide.[13][14]



TOP
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 History




The University considers itself the fourth-oldest institution of higher education[image: External link] in the United States,[note 2] as well as the first university in the United States[image: External link] with both undergraduate and graduate studies.

In 1740, a group of Philadelphians joined together to erect a great preaching hall for the traveling evangelist[image: External link] George Whitefield[image: External link], who toured the American colonies delivering open air sermons. The building was designed and built by Edmund Woolley[image: External link] and was the largest building in the city at the time, drawing thousands of people the first time it was preached in.[16]:26 It was initially planned to serve as a charity school[image: External link] as well; however, a lack of funds forced plans for the chapel and school to be suspended. According to Franklin's autobiography, it was in 1743 when he first had the idea to establish an academy, "thinking the Rev. Richard Peters[image: External link] a fit person to superintend such an institution." However, Peters declined a casual inquiry from Franklin and nothing further was done for another six years.[16]:30 In the fall of 1749, now more eager to create a school to educate future generations, Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] circulated a pamphlet titled "Proposals Relating to the Education of Youth in Pensilvania[image: External link]," his vision for what he called a "Public Academy of Philadelphia."[17] Unlike the other Colonial colleges[image: External link] that existed in 1749— Harvard[image: External link], William and Mary[image: External link], Yale[image: External link] and Princeton[image: External link]—Franklin's new school would not focus merely on education for the clergy. He advocated an innovative concept of higher education, one which would teach both the ornamental knowledge of the arts and the practical skills necessary for making a living and doing public service. The proposed program of study could have become the nation's first modern liberal arts curriculum, although it was never implemented because William Smith[image: External link], an Anglican[image: External link] priest who became the first provost[image: External link], and other trustees[image: External link] strongly preferred the traditional curriculum.[18][19]

Franklin assembled a board of trustees from among the leading citizens of Philadelphia, the first such non-sectarian board in America. At the first meeting of the 24 members of the Board of Trustees (November 13, 1749) the issue of where to locate the school was a prime concern. Although a lot across Sixth Street from the old Pennsylvania State House (later renamed and famously known since 1776 as "Independence Hall[image: External link]"), was offered without cost by James Logan[image: External link], its owner, the Trustees realized that the building erected in 1740, which was still vacant, would be an even better site. The original sponsors of the dormant building still owed considerable construction debts and asked Franklin's group to assume their debts and, accordingly, their inactive trusts. On February 1, 1750 the new board took over the building and trusts of the old board. On August 13, 1751, the "Academy of Philadelphia", using the great hall at 4th and Arch Streets, took in its first secondary students. A charity school also was chartered July 13, 1753[20]:12 in accordance with the intentions of the original "New Building" donors, although it lasted only a few years. June 16, 1755, the "College of Philadelphia[image: External link]" was chartered, paving the way for the addition of undergraduate instruction.[20]:13 All three schools shared the same Board of Trustees and were considered to be part of the same institution.[21]

The institution of higher learning was known as the College of Philadelphia from 1755 to 1779. In 1779, not trusting then-provost the Rev. William Smith's[image: External link] "Loyalist" tendencies, the revolutionary State Legislature created a University of the State of Pennsylvania[image: External link].[21] The result was a schism, with Smith continuing to operate an attenuated version of the College of Philadelphia. In 1791 the Legislature issued a new charter, merging the two institutions into a new University of Pennsylvania with twelve men from each institution on the new Board of Trustees.[21]

Penn has three claims to being the first university in the United States[image: External link], according to university archives director Mark Frazier Lloyd: the 1765 founding of the first medical school in America[22] made Penn the first institution to offer both "undergraduate" and professional education; the 1779 charter made it the first American institution of higher learning to take the name of "University"; and existing colleges were established as seminaries (although, as detailed earlier, Penn adopted a traditional seminary curriculum as well).[23]

After being located in downtown Philadelphia for more than a century, the campus was moved across the Schuylkill River[image: External link] to property purchased from the Blockley Almshouse[image: External link] in West Philadelphia[image: External link] in 1872, where it has since remained in an area now known as University City[image: External link]. Although Penn began operating as an academy or secondary school in 1751 and obtained its collegiate charter in 1755, it initially designated 1750 as its founding date; this is the year which appears on the first iteration of the university seal. Sometime later in its early history, Penn began to consider 1749 as its founding date; this year was referenced for over a century, including at the centennial celebration in 1849.[24] In 1899, the board of trustees voted to adjust the founding date earlier again, this time to 1740, the date of "the creation of the earliest of the many educational trusts the University has taken upon itself."[25] The board of trustees voted in response to a three-year campaign by Penn's General Alumni Society to retroactively revise the university's founding date to appear older than Princeton University, which had been chartered in 1746.[26]
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 Early campuses




The Academy of Philadelphia, a secondary school for boys, began operations in 1751 in an unused church building at 4th and Arch Streets which had sat unfinished and dormant for over a decade. Upon receiving a collegiate charter in 1755, the first classes for the College of Philadelphia were taught in the same building, in many cases to the same boys who had already graduated from The Academy of Philadelphia. In 1801, the University moved to the unused Presidential Mansion at 9th and Market Streets, a building that both George Washington and John Adams had declined to occupy while Philadelphia was the temporary national capital.[20] Classes were held in the mansion until 1829, when it was demolished. Architect William Strickland[image: External link] designed twin buildings on the same site, College Hall and Medical Hall (both 1829-30), which formed the core of the Ninth Street Campus until Penn's move to West Philadelphia in the 1870s.
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 Evolution from commuter school to research university




As recently as the 1950s, the University of Pennsylvania was considered a "commuter school".[27] The Pennsylvania Urban Redevelopment Act of 1954 enabled the university to expand and build facilities better suited to a residential university. At first, when the Ivy League was being organized, the athletic directors of the other seven schools protested, fearing Penn's football prowess and arguing that its students' relatively weaker academic credentials would give it an unfair advantage in recruiting athletes.[28]

Gradually, over the second half of the 20th century, the school raised its profile, became more selective, and dramatically increased its endowment. Between 1995 and 2005, the university spent over a billion dollars on campus improvements to attract top students and faculty.[29]
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 Educational innovations




Penn's educational innovations include: the nation's first medical school in 1765; the first university teaching hospital in 1874; the Wharton School, the world's first collegiate school of business, in 1881; the first American student union building, Houston Hall[image: External link], in 1896;[30] the country's second school of veterinary medicine; and the home of ENIAC[image: External link], the world's first electronic, large-scale, general-purpose digital computer in 1946. Penn is also home to the oldest continuously functioning psychology[image: External link] department in North America and is where the American Medical Association[image: External link] was founded.[31][32] Penn was also the first university to award a PhD to an African-American woman, Sadie Tanner Mossell Alexander[image: External link], in 1921 (in economics).[33]
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 Motto




Penn's motto is based on a line from Horace[image: External link]'s III.24 (Book 3, Ode 24), quid leges sine moribus vanae proficiunt? ("of what avail empty laws without [good] morals?"). From 1756 to 1898, the motto read Sine Moribus Vanae. When it was pointed out that the motto could be translated as "Loose women without morals", the university quickly changed the motto to literae sine moribus vanae ("Letters without morals [are] useless"). In 1932, all elements of the seal were revised, and as part of the redesign it was decided that the new motto "mutilated" Horace, and it was changed to its present wording, Leges Sine Moribus Vanae ("Laws without morals [are] useless").[34]
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 Seal




The official seal[image: External link] of the Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania serves as the signature and symbol of authenticity on documents issued by the corporation.[35] A request for one was first recorded in a meeting of the trustees in 1753 during which some of the Trustees "desired to get a Common Seal engraved for the Use of [the] Corporation." However, it was not until a meeting in 1756 that "a public Seal for the College with a proper device and Motto" was requested to be engraved in silver.[36] The most recent design, a modified version of the original seal, was approved in 1932, adopted a year later, and is still used for much of the same purposes as the original.[35]

The outer ring of the current seal is inscribed with "Universitas Pennsylvaniensis," the Latin name of the University of Pennsylvania. The inside contains seven stacked books on a desk with the titles of subjects of the trivium[image: External link] and a modified quadrivium[image: External link], components of a classical education: Theolog[ia], Astronom[ia], Philosoph[ia], Mathemat[ica], Logica, Rhetorica, Grammatica. Between the books and the outer ring is the Latin motto of the University, "Leges Sine Moribus Vanae."[35]
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 Campus




Much of Penn's architecture was designed by the Cope & Stewardson[image: External link] firm, whose principal architects combined the Gothic architecture[image: External link] of the University of Oxford and the University of Cambridge with the local landscape to establish the Collegiate Gothic[image: External link] style. The present core campus covers over 279 acres (1.13 km2) in a contiguous area of West Philadelphia's University City section; the older heart of the campus comprises the University of Pennsylvania Campus Historic District[image: External link]. All of Penn's schools and most of its research institutes are located on this campus. The surrounding neighborhood includes several restaurants and pubs, a large upscale grocery store, and a movie theater on the western edge of campus.

The campus has several notable art installations. The "Covenant", better known to the student body as "The Tampons",[37] is a large red structure located on Locust Walk between the high rise residences. It was installed in 1975 and is made of rolled sheets of milled steel. A larger-than-life white button, known as "The Button[image: External link]", is another popular sculpture. It sits at the south entrance of Van Pelt Library and has button holes large enough to stand in. Penn also has a replica of the " Love[image: External link]" sculpture, part of a series created by Robert Indiana[image: External link]. It is a painted aluminum sculpture and was installed in 1998.

The Module 6 Utility Plant and Garage at Penn was designed by BLT Architects and completed in 1995. Module 6 is located at 38th & Walnut and includes spaces for 627 vehicles, 9,000 sq ft (840 m2) of storefront retail operations, a 9,500-ton chiller module and corresponding extension of the campus chilled water loop, and a 4,000-ton ice storage facility.[38]

In 2007, Penn acquired about 35 acres (140,000 m2) between the campus and the Schuylkill River[image: External link] (the former site of the Philadelphia Civic Center[image: External link] and a nearby 24-acre (97,000 m2) site owned by the United States Postal Service[image: External link]). Dubbed the Postal Lands, the site extends from Market Street on the north to Penn's Bower Field on the south, including the former main regional U.S. Postal Building at 30th and Market Streets, now the regional office for the U.S. Internal Revenue Service[image: External link]. Over the next decade, the site will become the home to educational, research, biomedical[image: External link], and mixed-use[image: External link] facilities. The first phase, comprising a park and athletic facilities, opened in the fall of 2011. Penn also plans new connections between the campus and the city, including a pedestrian bridge. In 2010, in its first significant expansion across the Schuylkill River[image: External link], Penn purchased 23 acres at the northwest corner of 34th Street and Grays Ferry Avenue from DuPont[image: External link] for storage and office space.

In September 2011 Penn completed the construction of the $46.5 million 24-acre (97,000 m2) Penn Park, which features passive and active recreation and athletic components framed and subdivided by canopy trees, lawns, and meadows. It is located east of the Highline Green and stretches from Walnut Street to South Streets. The University also owns the 92-acre (370,000 m2) Morris Arboretum[image: External link] in Chestnut Hill[image: External link] in northwestern Philadelphia, the official arboretum of the state of Pennsylvania. Penn also owns the 687-acre (2.78 km2) New Bolton Center[image: External link], the research and large-animal health care center of its Veterinary School. Located near Kennett Square[image: External link], New Bolton Center received nationwide media attention when Kentucky Derby[image: External link] winner Barbaro[image: External link] underwent surgery at its Widener Hospital for injuries suffered while running in the Preakness Stakes[image: External link].

Penn borders Drexel University[image: External link] and is near the University of the Sciences in Philadelphia[image: External link]. The renowned cancer research center Wistar Institute[image: External link] is also located on campus. In 2014 a new 7-story glass and steel building was completed next to the Institute's historic 117-year-old brick building further expanding collaboration between the university and the Wistar Institute.[39]
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 Libraries




Penn's library began in 1750 with a donation of books from cartographer Lewis Evans[image: External link]. Twelve years later, then-provost William Smith[image: External link] sailed to England to raise additional funds to increase the collection size. Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] was one of the Libraries' earliest donors and, as a Trustee, saw to it that funds were allocated for the purchase of texts from London, many of which are still part of the collection, more than 250 years later. It has grown into a system of 15 libraries (13 are on the contiguous campus) with 400 full-time equivalent[image: External link] (FTE) employees and a total operating budget of more than $48 million. The library system has 6.19 million book and serial volumes as well as 4.23 million microform[image: External link] items and 1.11 million e-books.[2] It subscribes to over 68,000 print serials and e-journals.[40]

Penn's Libraries, with associated school or subject area: Annenberg (School of Communications), located in the Annenberg School; Biddle (Law), located in the Law School; Biomedical, located adjacent to the Robert Wood Johnson Pavilion of the Medical School; Chemistry, located in the 1973 Wing of the Chemistry Building; Dental Medicine; Engineering, located on the second floor of the Towne Building in the Engineering School; Fine Arts, located within the Fisher Fine Arts Library[image: External link], designed by Frank Furness[image: External link]; Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies, located on Walnut Street at Washington Square; Lea Library, located within the Van Pelt Library; Lippincott (Wharton School), located on the second floor of the Van Pelt-Dietrich Library Center; Math/Physics/Astronomy, located on the third floor of David Rittenhouse Laboratory; Museum (Archaeology); Rare Books and Manuscripts; Van Pelt-Dietrich Library Center[image: External link] (Humanities and Social Sciences) – location of Weigle Information Commons[image: External link]; Veterinary Medicine, located in Penn Campus and New Bolton Center; and High Density Storage.

The Penn Libraries are strong in Area Studies,[41] with bibliographers for Africa, East Asia, Judaica, Latin America, Middle East, Russia and Slavic, and South Asia[image: External link]. As a result, the Penn Libraries have extensive collections in several hundred languages.
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 The University Museum




Main article: University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology[image: External link]


Since the University museum was founded in 1887, it has taken part in 400 research projects worldwide.[42] The museum's first project was an excavation of Nippur[image: External link], a location in current day Iraq.[43] The museum has three gallery floors with artifacts from Egypt[image: External link], the Middle East, Mesoamerica[image: External link], Asia, the Mediterranean, Africa, and indigenous artifacts of the Americas.[42] Its most famous object is the goat rearing into the branches of a rosette-leafed plant, from the royal tombs of Ur[image: External link]. The Museum's excavations and collections foster a strong research base for graduate students in the Graduate Group in the Art and Archaeology of the Mediterranean World[image: External link]. Features of the Beaux-Arts[image: External link] building include a rotunda[image: External link] and gardens that include Egyptian papyrus[image: External link]. The Institute of Contemporary Art[image: External link], which is based on Penn's campus, showcases various art exhibitions throughout the year.
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 Residences




Main article: University of Pennsylvania College Houses[image: External link]


Every College House at the University of Pennsylvania has at least four members of faculty in the roles of House Dean, Faculty Master, and College House Fellows.[44] Within the College Houses, Penn has nearly 40 themed residential programs for students with shared interests such as world cinema or science and technology. Many of the nearby homes and apartments in the area surrounding the campus are often rented by undergraduate students moving off campus after their first year, as well as by graduate and professional students.

The College Houses include W.E.B. Du Bois, Fisher Hassenfeld, Gregory, Harnwell, Harrison, Hill, Kings Court English, New College House, Riepe, Rodin, Stouffer, and Ware.[45] Fisher Hassenfeld, Ware, and Riepe together make up one building called "The Quad."
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 Campus police




The University of Pennsylvania Police Department (UPPD) is the largest private police department in Pennsylvania, with 117 members. All officers are sworn municipal police officers and retain general law enforcement authority while on the campus.[46]

In 2016, a UPPD explosives detection dog named "Zzisa" took fifth place in a national competition.[47]
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 Academics






	
University of Pennsylvania graduate and professional schools[48]




	School
	Year founded



	






	Annenberg School for Communication[image: External link]
	1958



	Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link]
	1881[49]




	Graduate School of Education[image: External link]
	1915



	Law School[image: External link]
	1850[note 3]




	Perelman School of Medicine[image: External link]
	1765[51]




	School of Dental Medicine[image: External link]
	1878[52]




	School of Design[image: External link]
	1868



	School of Engineering and Applied Science[image: External link]
	1850[53]




	School of Nursing[image: External link]
	1935



	School of Social Policy and Practice[image: External link]
	1948



	School of Veterinary Medicine[image: External link]
	1884[54]




	The Wharton School
	1881[55]





The College of Arts and Sciences[image: External link] is the undergraduate division of the School of Arts and Sciences. The School of Arts and Sciences also contains the Graduate Division and the College of Liberal and Professional Studies, which is home to the Fels Institute of Government[image: External link], the master's programs in Organizational Dynamics, and the Environmental Studies (MES) program. Wharton is the business school of the University of Pennsylvania. Other schools with undergraduate programs include the School of Nursing[image: External link] and the School of Engineering and Applied Science (SEAS)[image: External link].

Penn has a strong focus on interdisciplinary learning and research. It offers double degree programs, unique majors, and academic flexibility. Penn's "One University" policy allows undergraduates access to courses at all of Penn's undergraduate and graduate schools, except the medical, veterinary and dental schools. Undergraduates at Penn may also take courses at Bryn Mawr[image: External link], Haverford[image: External link], and Swarthmore[image: External link], under a reciprocal agreement known as the Quaker Consortium[image: External link].
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 Coordinated dual-degree and interdisciplinary programs




Penn offers specialized coordinated dual-degree[image: External link] (CDD) programs, which award candidates degrees from multiple schools at the University upon completion of graduation criteria of both schools. Undergraduate programs include:


	The Jerome Fisher Program in Management and Technology[image: External link]

	Artificial Intelligence: Computer and Cognitive Science

	The Huntsman Program in International Studies and Business[image: External link]

	Nursing and Health Care Management

	The Roy and Diana Vagelos Program in Life Sciences and Management[image: External link]

	Vagelos Scholars Program in Molecular Life Sciences[image: External link]

	Vagelos Integrated Program in Energy Research (VIPER)

	Accelerated 7 year Bio-Dental Program

	
Singh Program in Networked & Social Systems Engineering (NETS)[image: External link][56]


	Accelerated 6-year Law and Medicine Program[57]




Dual-degree programs which lead to the same multiple degrees without participation in the specific above programs are also available. Unlike CDD programs, "dual degree" students fulfill requirements of both programs independently without involvement of another program. Specialized dual-degree programs include Liberal Studies and Technology as well as an Artificial Intelligence: Computer and Cognitive Science Program. Both programs award a degree from the College of Arts and Sciences and a degree from the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences. In addition, the Vagelos Scholars Program in Molecular Life Sciences[image: External link] allows its students to either double major in the sciences or submatriculate and earn both a B.A. and a M.S. in four years. The most recent Vagelos Integrated Program in Energy Research (VIPER) will be first offered for the class of 2016. A joint program of Penn's School of Arts and Sciences and the School of Engineering and Applied Science, VIPER leads to dual Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science in Engineering degrees by combining majors from each school.

For graduate programs, Penn offers many formalized double degree[image: External link] graduate degrees such as a joint J.D./MBA, and maintains a list of interdisciplinary institutions, such as the Institute for Medicine and Engineering, the Joseph H. Lauder Institute for Management and International Studies, and the Institute for Research in Cognitive Science.
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 Academic medical center and biomedical research complex




Penn's health-related programs—including the Schools of Medicine, Dental Medicine, Nursing, and Veterinary Medicine, and programs in bioengineering (School of Engineering), biology (School of Arts and Sciences), and health management (the Wharton School)—are among the university's strongest academic components.

The size of Penn's biomedical research organization, however, adds a very capital intensive component to the university's operations, and introduces revenue instability due to changing government regulations, reduced federal funding for research, and Medicaid[image: External link]/ Medicare[image: External link] program changes. This is a primary reason highlighted in bond rating agencies' views on Penn's overall financial rating, which ranks one notch below its academic peers. Penn has worked to address these issues by pooling its schools (as well as several hospitals and clinical practices) into the University of Pennsylvania Health System[image: External link], thereby pooling resources for greater efficiencies and research impact.
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 Admissions selectivity




The Princeton Review[image: External link] ranks Penn as the 6th most selective school in the United States.[58] For the Class of 2018, entering in the fall of 2014, the University received a record of 35,868 applications and admitted 9.9 percent of the applicants (7% in the regular decision cycle), marking Penn's most selective admissions cycle in the history of the University.[59] The Atlantic also ranked Penn among the 10 most selective schools in the country. At the graduate level, based on admission statistics from U.S. News & World Report, Penn's most selective programs include its law school, the health care schools (medicine, dental medicine, nursing, Social Work and veterinary), and its business school.
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 Research, innovations, and discoveries




Penn is considered a "very high research activity" university.[60] Its economic impact on the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for 2015 amounted to $14.3 billion.[61] In fiscal year 2015 Penn's research budget was $851 million. In line with its well-known interdisciplinary tradition, Penn's research centers often span two or more disciplines. In the 2010–11 academic year alone 5 interdisciplinary research centers were created or substantially expanded; these include the Center for Health-care Financing,[62] the Center for Global Women's Health at the Nursing School,[63] the $13 million Morris Arboretum's Horticulture Center,[64] the $15 million Jay H. Baker Retailing Center at Wharton,[65] and the $13 million Translational Research Center at Penn Medicine.[66] With these additions, Penn now counts 165 research centers hosting a research community of over 4,300 faculty and over 1,100 postdoctoral fellows, 5,500 academic support staff and graduate student trainees.[2] To further assist the advancement of interdisciplinary research President Amy Gutmann[image: External link] established the "Penn Integrates Knowledge" title awarded to selected Penn professors "whose research and teaching exemplify the integration of knowledge."[67] These professors hold endowed professorships and joint appointments between Penn's schools. The most recent of the 13 PIK professors is Ezekiel Emanuel[image: External link], who started at Penn in September 2011 as the Diane S. Levy and Robert M. Levy University Professor with a joint appointment at the Department of Medical Ethics & Health Policy, which he chairs in the Perelman School of Medicine[image: External link], and the Department of Health Care Management in the Wharton School.[67]

As a powerful research-oriented institution Penn is also among the most prolific and high-quality producers of doctoral students. With 487 PhDs awarded in 2009, Penn ranks third in the Ivy League, only behind Columbia[image: External link] and Cornell[image: External link] (Harvard did not report data).[68] It also has one of the highest numbers of post-doctoral appointees (933 in number for 2004–07), ranking third in the Ivy League (behind Harvard and Yale), and tenth nationally.[69] In most disciplines Penn professors' productivity is among the highest in the nation, and first in the fields of Epidemiology, Business, Communication Studies, Comparative Literature, Languages, Information Science, Criminal Justice and Criminology, Social Sciences and Sociology.[70] According to the National Research Council[image: External link] nearly three-quarters of Penn's 41 assessed programs were placed in ranges including the top 10 rankings in their fields, with more than half of these in ranges including the top 5 rankings in these fields.[71]

Penn's research tradition has historically been complemented by innovations that shaped higher education. In addition to establishing the first medical school, the first university teaching hospital, the first business school, and the first student union, Penn was also the cradle of other significant developments. In 1852 Penn Law was the first law school in the nation to publish a law journal still in existence (then called The American Law Register, now the Penn Law Review[image: External link], one of the most cited law journals in the world).[72] Under the deanship of William Draper Lewis[image: External link], the law school was also one of the first schools to emphasize legal teaching by full-time professors instead of practitioners, a system that is still followed today.[73] The Wharton School was home to several pioneering developments in business education. It established the first research center in a business school in 1921 and the first center for entrepreneurship center in 1973,[74] and it regularly introduced novel curricula for which BusinessWeek[image: External link] wrote, "Wharton is on the crest of a wave of reinvention and change in management education."[75][76]

Several major scientific discoveries have also taken place at Penn. The university is probably best known as the place where the first general-purpose electronic computer ( ENIAC[image: External link]) was born in 1946 at the Moore School of Electrical Engineering[image: External link].[77] It was here also where the world's first spelling and grammar checkers were created, as well as the popular COBOL[image: External link] programming language.[77] Penn can also boast some of the most important discoveries in the field of medicine. The dialysis[image: External link] machine used as an artificial replacement for lost kidney function was conceived and devised out of a pressure cooker by William Inouye while he was still a student at Penn Med;[78] the Rubella[image: External link] and Hepatitis B[image: External link] vaccines were developed at Penn;[78][79] the discovery of cancer's link with genes, cognitive therapy[image: External link], Retin-A[image: External link] (the cream used to treat acne), Resistin[image: External link], the Philadelphia gene[image: External link] (linked to chronic myelogenous leukemia[image: External link]), and the technology behind PET Scans[image: External link] were all discovered by Penn Med researchers.[78] More recent gene research has led to the discovery of the genes for fragile X syndrome[image: External link], the most common form of inherited mental retardation, spinal and bulbar muscular atrophy[image: External link], a disorder marked by progressive muscle wasting, and Charcot–Marie–Tooth disease[image: External link], a progressive neurodegenerative disease that affects the hands, feet, and limbs.[78] Conductive polymer[image: External link] was also developed at Penn by Alan J. Heeger[image: External link], Alan MacDiarmid[image: External link] and Hideki Shirakawa[image: External link], an invention that earned them the Nobel Prize in Chemistry[image: External link]. Ralph L. Brinster[image: External link], on faculty since 1965, developed the scientific basis for in vitro fertilization[image: External link] and the transgenic mouse at Penn. The theory of superconductivity[image: External link] was also partly developed at Penn, by then faculty member John Robert Schrieffer[image: External link] (along with John Bardeen[image: External link] and Leon Cooper[image: External link]). The university has also contributed major advancements in the fields of economics and management. Among the many discoveries are conjoint analysis[image: External link], widely used as a predictive tool especially in market research, Simon Kuznets[image: External link]'s method of measuring Gross National Product[image: External link],[80] the Penn effect[image: External link] (the observation that consumer price levels in richer countries are systematically higher than in poorer ones), and the "Wharton Model"[81] developed by Nobel-laureate Lawrence Klein[image: External link] to measure and forecast economic activity. The idea behind Health Maintenance Organizations[image: External link] also belonged to Penn professor Robert Eilers, who put it into practice during then President Nixon's health reform in the 1970s.[80]
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 Rankings





	General rankings



According to U.S. News & World Report 's 2017 rankings, Penn is ranked tied for 8th among national universities in the United States.[91] U.S. News also includes Penn in its Most Popular National Universities list,[92] and so does The Princeton Review[image: External link] in its Dream Colleges list.[93] As reported by USA Today, Penn was ranked 1st in the United States by College Factual for 2015.[94]

In their 2016/17 editions, Penn was ranked 18th in the world by the QS World University Rankings[image: External link], 18th by the Academic Ranking of World Universities[image: External link] (ARWU), and 13th by the Times Higher Education World University Rankings[image: External link]. According to the 2015 ARWU ranking, Penn is also the 8th and 9th best university in the world for economics/business and social sciences studies, respectively.[95] University of Pennsylvania ranked 12th among 300 Best World Universities in 2012 compiled by Human Resources & Labor Review[image: External link] (HRLR) on Measurements of World's Top 300 Universities Graduates' Performance.[96]


	Research rankings



The Center for Measuring University Performance places Penn in the first tier of the United States' top research universities (tied with Columbia[image: External link], MIT[image: External link] and Stanford[image: External link]), based on research expenditures, faculty awards, PhD granted and other academic criteria.[97] Penn was also ranked 18th of all U.S. colleges and universities in terms of R&D expenditures in fiscal year 2013 by the National Science Foundation[image: External link].[98] The High Impact Universities research performance index ranks Penn 8th in the world, whereas the 2010 Performance Ranking of Scientific Papers for World Universities (published by the Higher Education Evaluation and Accreditation Council of Taiwan) ranks Penn 11th in the world for 2007, 2008, and 2010, and 9th for 2009.[citation needed[image: External link]] The Performance Ranking of Scientific Papers measures universities' research productivity, research impact, and research excellence based on the scientific papers published by their academic staff. The SCImago[image: External link] Institutions Rankings World Report 2012, which ranks world universities, national institutions and academies in terms of research output, ranks Penn 7th nationally among U.S. universities (and 2nd in the Ivy League behind Harvard) and 28th in the world overall (the first being France's Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique[image: External link]).[99]


	Other rankings



The Mines ParisTech International Professional Ranking[image: External link], which ranks universities on the basis of the number of alumni listed among CEOs in the 500 largest worldwide companies, ranks Penn 11th worldwide, and 2nd nationally behind Harvard.[100] According to a US News article in 2010, Penn is tied for second (tied with Dartmouth College[image: External link] and Tufts University[image: External link]) for the number of undergraduate alumni who are current Fortune 100 CEOs.[101] Forbes ranked Penn 17th, based on a variety of criteria.[102]


	Undergraduate programs



Penn's arts and science programs are all well regarded, with many departments ranked among the nation's top 10. At the undergraduate level, Wharton, Penn's business school, and Penn's nursing school have maintained their No. 1, 2 or 3 rankings since U.S. News began reviewing such programs.[citation needed[image: External link]] The College of Arts and Sciences' English Department is also consistently ranked in the top five humanities programs in the country, ranking 3rd in the most current US News report. In the School of Engineering, top departments are bioengineering[image: External link] (typically ranked in the top 5 by U.S. News), mechanical engineering[image: External link], chemical engineering[image: External link] and nanotechnology[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The school is also strong in some areas of computer science and artificial intelligence[image: External link].


	Graduate and professional programs



Among its professional schools, the schools of business, communication[image: External link], dentistry[image: External link], medicine[image: External link], nursing[image: External link], and veterinary medicine rank in the top 5 nationally (see U.S. News and National Research Council).[citation needed[image: External link]] Penn's Law School[image: External link] is ranked 7th, its Design school is 8th, and its School of Education[image: External link] and School of Social Policy & Practice are ranked in the top 10 (see U.S. News).[citation needed[image: External link]] In the 2010 QS Global 200 Business Schools Report[image: External link], Penn was ranked 2nd in North America.[103]


	Executive salary



Amy Gutmann's total compensation in 2016 was $3,333,378, placing her as the second highest paid college president in the Ivy League, behind Columbia University's Lee C. Bollinger.[104]
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 Student life






	Ethnic enrollment,

Fall 2014[105]

	Under-

graduates





	African American[image: External link]
	693 (7.1%)



	Native American[image: External link]
	9 (0.1%)



	
Asian American[image: External link] and

Pacific Islander
	1,917 (19.7%)



	Hispanic and

Latino American[image: External link]
	1,008 (10.3%)



	White[image: External link]
	4,355 (44.7%)



	International
	1,103 (11.3%)



	Two or More Races
	373 (3.8%)



	Unknown
	288 (3.0%)



	Total
	9,746 (99.9%)
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 Demographics




Of those accepted for admission to the undergraduate Class of 2018, 52 percent are Asian[image: External link], Hispanic[image: External link], African-American, or Native American[image: External link].[2] In addition, 53% of current students are women.[2]

Twelve percent of the undergraduate Class of 2018 were international students[image: External link].[2] The composition of international students accepted in the Class of 2018 is: 43% from Asia; 15% from Africa and the Middle East; 20% from Europe; 15% from Canada and Mexico[image: External link]; 5% from the Caribbean[image: External link], Central America, and South America; 3% from Australia and the Pacific Islands[image: External link].[2] The acceptance rate for international students applying for the class of 2018 was 429 out of 6,428 (6.7%).[2]
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 Selected student organizations




The Philomathean Society[image: External link], founded in 1813,[106] is the United States' oldest continuously existing collegiate literary society and continues to host lectures and intellectual events. The Mask and Wig Club[image: External link] is the oldest all-male musical comedy troupe in the country. The University of Pennsylvania Glee Club[image: External link], founded in 1862, is one of the oldest continually operating collegiate choruses in the United States. Bruce Montgomery[image: External link], its best-known and longest-serving director, led the club from 1956 until 2000.[107] The International Affairs Association (IAA) was founded in 1963 as an organization to promote international affairs and diplomacy at Penn and beyond.[108] With over 400 members, it is the largest student-funded organization on campus. The IAA serves as an umbrella organization for various conferences (UPMUNC, ILMUNC, and PIRC), as well as a host of other academic and social activities. The Penn Debate Society (PDS), formerly the Penn Parliamentary Debate Society, is Penn's debate team, which competes regularly on the American Parliamentary Debate Association[image: External link] and the international British Parliamentary circuit.[109] The PDS has a history of success, consistently fielding debaters ranked in the top 10 nationally and advancing teams to elimination rounds at the World University Debating Championships[image: External link].

The University of Pennsylvania Band[image: External link] has been a part of student life since 1897.[110] The Penn Band performs at football and basketball games as well as university functions (e.g. commencement[image: External link] and convocation[image: External link]) throughout the year and was the first college band to perform at Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade[image: External link].[110] Membership fluctuates between 80 and 100 students.[110]


	Performing arts organizations



Penn is home to numerous organizations that promote the arts, from dance to spoken word, jazz to stand-up comedy, theatre, a cappella and more. The Performing Arts Council (PAC) oversees 45 student organizations in these areas.[111] The PAC has four subcommittees: A Cappella Council; Dance Arts Council; Singer, Musicians, and Comedians (SMAC); and Theatre Arts Council (TAC-e).

The Dance Arts Council (DAC) comprises 13 organizations, including the African Rhythms, Pan-Asian Dance Troupe, and the West Philly Swingers.[112] The Arts House Dance Company is one of the council's most prominent groups. Founded in 1985, the Company is known for its strong technique, innovative student choreography, and vivid stage presence.[113]


	Religious organizations



Dating back to 1857, The Christian Association (a.k.a. The CA) is the oldest religious organization at the University and is composed primarily of students from Mainline Protestant[image: External link] backgrounds.[114] When the University moved to its current campus in the 1880s the CA was based out of Houston Hall. After moving around several times it relocated to its new building at 36th & Locust Streets (now the ARCH Building), which it occupied from 1928 until 2000. During its most active period it ran several foreign missions as well as a camp for socio-economically disadvantaged children in Philadelphia.[115] At present the CA occupies part of the parsonage at Tabernacle United Church of Christ.[116]

The Rohr Jewish Learning Institute[image: External link]'s Sinai Scholars Society Academic Symposium is a prestigious event that brings together Jewish college students with noted Jewish academics for a day of in-depth discussion and debate at the university.[117][118]

The Penn Newman Catholic Center (the 'Newman Center') was founded in 1893 with the mission of supporting students, faculty, and staff in their religious endeavors. The organization brings prominent Christian figures to campus, including James Martin[image: External link] in September 2015.[119] During the 2015 World Meetings of Families[image: External link], which included a visit from Pope Francis to Philadelphia, the Newman Center hosted over 900 Penn students and alumni.[119]


	The Daily Pennsylvanian



See also: The Daily Pennsylvanian[image: External link]


The Daily Pennsylvanian[image: External link] is an independent, student-run newspaper, which has been published daily since it was founded in 1885.[120] The newspaper went unpublished from May 1943 to November 1945 due to World War II[image: External link].[120] In 1984, the university lost all editorial and financial control of The Daily Pennsylvanian when the newspaper became its own corporation.[120] In 2007, The Daily Pennsylvanian won the Pacemaker Award[image: External link] administered by the Associated Collegiate Press[image: External link].[121]
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 Athletics




Main article: Penn Quakers[image: External link]


Penn's sports[image: External link] teams are nicknamed the Quakers[image: External link], but the teams are often also referred to as The Red & Blue[image: External link]. The athletes participate in the Ivy League and Division I[image: External link] (Division I FCS for football) in the NCAA[image: External link]. In recent decades they often have been league[image: External link] champions in football (14 times from 1982 to 2010) and basketball (22 times from 1970 to 2006). The first athletic team at Penn was its cricket[image: External link] team.[122]
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 Rowing




Rowing[image: External link] at Penn dates back to at least 1854 with the founding of the University Barge Club[image: External link]. The university currently hosts both heavyweight and lightweight men's teams and an openweight women's team, all of which compete as part of the Eastern Sprints[image: External link] League. Penn Rowing has produced a long list of famous coaches and Olympians, including Susan Francia[image: External link], John B. Kelly Jr.[image: External link], Joe Burk[image: External link], Rusty Callow, Harry Parker[image: External link], and Ted Nash[image: External link]. In addition, the 1955 men's heavyweight crew is one of only four American university crews to win the Grand Challenge Cup[image: External link] at the Henley Royal Regatta[image: External link]. The teams row out of College Boat Club[image: External link], No.11 Boathouse Row[image: External link].
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 Rugby




The Penn Men's Rugby[image: External link] Football Club is recognized as one of the oldest collegiate rugby teams in America. The earliest documentation of its existence comes from a 1910 issue of the Daily Pennsylvanian. The team existed on and off during the World Wars[image: External link].

The current club has its roots in the 1960s. The University of Pennsylvania rugby teams play in the Ivy Rugby Conference[image: External link], and have finished as runners-up in both 15s and 7s.[123] As of 2011, the club now utilize the state-of-the-art facilities at Penn Park[image: External link]. Quakers Rugby played on national TV at the 2013 Collegiate Rugby Championship[image: External link], a college rugby tournament played every June at PPL Park[image: External link] in Philadelphia and broadcast live on NBC. In their inaugural year of participation, the Penn men's rugby team won the Shield Competition, beating local rivals Temple University 17-12 in the final. In doing so, they became the first Philadelphia team to beat a non-Philadelphia team in CRC history, with a 14-12 win over the University of Texas in the Shield semi-final.[124]
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 Cricket




In the latter half of the nineteenth century and in the early twentieth Philadelphia was the center of cricket[image: External link] in the United States. Cricket had gained in popularity among the upper class from their travels abroad, and cricket clubs sprung up all across the Eastern Seaboard. (Even today Philadelphia still has three cricket clubs—the Philadelphia[image: External link], the Merion[image: External link], and the Germantown[image: External link].) Many East Coast universities and colleges fielded cricket teams with the University of Pennsylvania and Haverford College[image: External link] being two of the best in the country. (Cricket was the first organized sport at Pennsylvania.) The Penn Cricket Team frequently toured Canada and the British Isles, and even defeated a combined Oxford-Cambridge team in 1895.[125] Perhaps the University's most famous cricket player was George Patterson[image: External link] who went on to play for the professional Philadelphia Cricket Team. Following the First World War cricket began to experience a serious decline as baseball became the preferred sport of the warmer months; however, to this day the University still fields a cricket team.
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 Football




Main article: Penn Quakers football[image: External link]


Penn first fielded a football team against Princeton[image: External link] at the Germantown Cricket Club[image: External link] in Philadelphia on November 11, 1876.[126]

Penn football made many contributions to the sport in its early days. During the 1890s, Penn's famed coach and alumnus George Washington Woodruff[image: External link] introduced the quarterback kick, a forerunner of the forward pass[image: External link], as well as the place-kick[image: External link] from scrimmage and the delayed pass. In 1894, 1895, 1897, and 1904, Penn was generally regarded as the national champion of collegiate football.[126] The achievements of two of Penn's outstanding players from that era—John Heisman[image: External link] and John Outland[image: External link]—are remembered each year with the presentation of the Heisman Trophy[image: External link] to the most outstanding college football player of the year, and the Outland Trophy[image: External link] to the most outstanding college football interior lineman[image: External link] of the year.

In addition, each year the Bednarik Award[image: External link] is given to college football's best defensive player. Chuck Bednarik[image: External link] (Class of 1949) was a three-time All-American[image: External link] center[image: External link]/ linebacker[image: External link] who starred on the 1947 team and is generally regarded as Penn's all-time finest. In addition to Bednarik, the '47 squad boasted four-time All-American tackle[image: External link] George Savitsky[image: External link] and three-time All-American halfback[image: External link] Skip Minisi[image: External link]. All three standouts were subsequently elected to the College Football Hall of Fame[image: External link], as was their coach, George Munger[image: External link] (a star running back at Penn in the early '30s). Bednarik went on to play for 12 years with the Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link], becoming the NFL's[image: External link] last 60-minute man. He was elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 1969. During his presidency of the institution from 1948 to 1953, Harold Stassen[image: External link] attempted to recultivate Penn's heyday of big-time college football[image: External link], but the effort lacked support and was short-lived.

ESPN's College GameDay[image: External link] traveled to Penn to highlight the Harvard[image: External link]-Penn game on November 17, 2002, the first time the popular college football show had visited an Ivy League campus.
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 Basketball




Main article: Penn Quakers men's basketball[image: External link]


Penn basketball[image: External link] is steeped in tradition. Penn made its only (and the Ivy League's second) Final Four[image: External link] appearance in 1979, where the Quakers lost to Magic Johnson[image: External link]-led Michigan State[image: External link] in Salt Lake City. (Dartmouth twice finished second in the tournament in the 1940s, but that was before the beginning of formal League play.) Penn's team is also a member of the Philadelphia Big 5[image: External link], along with La Salle[image: External link], Saint Joseph's[image: External link], Temple[image: External link], and Villanova[image: External link]. In 2007, the men's team won its third consecutive Ivy League title and then lost in the first round of the NCAA Tournament[image: External link] to Texas A&M[image: External link].
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 Facilities




Franklin Field[image: External link] is where the Quakers play football, field hockey[image: External link], lacrosse[image: External link], sprint football[image: External link], and track and field (and formerly soccer). It is the oldest stadium still operating for football games and was the first stadium to sport two tiers. It hosted the first commercially televised football game, was once the home field of the Philadelphia Eagles, and was the site of early Army – Navy[image: External link] games. Today it is also used by Penn students for recreation such as intramural[image: External link] and club sports, including touch football[image: External link] and cricket. Franklin Field hosts the annual collegiate track and field event "the Penn Relays[image: External link]."

Penn's home court, the Palestra[image: External link], is an arena used for men's and women's basketball teams, volleyball teams, wrestling[image: External link] team, and Philadelphia Big Five basketball[image: External link], as well as high school sporting events. The Palestra has hosted more NCAA Tournament basketball games than any other facility. Penn baseball plays its home games at Meiklejohn Stadium[image: External link].

The Olympic Boycott Games[image: External link] of 1980 were held at the University of Pennsylvania in response to Moscow's hosting of the 1980 Summer Olympics[image: External link] following the Soviet incursion in Afghanistan[image: External link]. Twenty-nine of the boycotting nations participated in the Boycott Games.
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 Notable people




Main article: List of University of Pennsylvania people[image: External link]


See also: List of Nobel laureates affiliated with the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link]


Penn has produced many alumni that have distinguished themselves in the sciences, academia, politics, the military, arts, and media. The size, quality, and diversity of Penn's alumni body have established the institution as one of the most powerful alumni networks in the United States, as well as internationally.[133]

Fourteen heads of state or government have attended or graduated from Penn, including former president William Henry Harrison, who attended the medical school for less than a semester;[134] former Prime Minister of the Philippines Cesar Virata[image: External link]; the first president of Nigeria[image: External link], Nnamdi Azikiwe[image: External link]; the first president of Ghana[image: External link], Kwame Nkrumah[image: External link]; and the current president of Ivory Coast[image: External link], Alassane Ouattara[image: External link]. Other notable politicians who hold a degree from Penn include India's Minister of State for Finance Jayant Sinha[image: External link],[135] former ambassador to China and former 2012 presidential candidate and Utah governor Jon Huntsman, Jr.[image: External link], Mexico's current minister of finance, Ernesto J. Cordero[image: External link], long-serving Pennsylvania senator Arlen Specter[image: External link], and former Pennsylvania governor Ed Rendell[image: External link].

The university's presence in the judiciary in and outside of the United States is also notable. It has produced three United States Supreme Court justices, William J. Brennan[image: External link], Owen J. Roberts[image: External link] and James Wilson[image: External link], Supreme Court justices of foreign states (e.g., Ronald Wilson[image: External link] of the High Court of Australia[image: External link] and Ayala Procaccia[image: External link] of the Israel Supreme Court[image: External link]), European Court of Human Rights[image: External link] judge Nona Tsotsoria, Irish Court of Appeal[image: External link] justice Gerard Hogan[image: External link] and founders of international law firms, e.g. James Harry Covington[image: External link] (co-founder of Covington & Burling[image: External link]), Martin Lipton[image: External link] (co-founder of Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen, & Katz[image: External link]), and George Wharton Pepper[image: External link] (U.S. Senator from Pennsylvania and founder of Pepper Hamilton[image: External link]).

Penn alumni also have a strong presence in financial and economic life. Penn has educated several governors of central banks including Yasin Anwar[image: External link] (State Bank of Pakistan), Ignazio Visco[image: External link] (Bank of Italy), Kim Choongsoo[image: External link] (Bank of Korea), Zeti Akhtar Aziz[image: External link] (Central Bank of Malaysia), Pridiyathorn Devakula[image: External link] (Governor, Bank of Thailand, and former Minister of Finance), Farouk El Okdah[image: External link] (Central Bank of Egypt), and Alfonso Prat Gay[image: External link] (Central Bank of Argentina), as well as the director of the United States National Economic Council, Gene Sperling[image: External link]. Founders of technology companies include Ralph J. Roberts[image: External link] (co-founder of Comcast[image: External link]), Elon Musk[image: External link] (founder of PayPal[image: External link], Tesla Motors[image: External link], and SpaceX[image: External link]), Leonard Bosack[image: External link] (co-founder of Cisco[image: External link]), David Brown[image: External link] (co-founder of Silicon Graphics[image: External link]) and Mark Pincus[image: External link] (founder of Zynga[image: External link], the company behind Farmville[image: External link]). Other notable businessmen and entrepreneurs who attended or graduated from the University of Pennsylvania include William S. Paley[image: External link] (former president of CBS), Warren Buffett[image: External link][note 4] (CEO of Berkshire Hathaway[image: External link]), Donald Trump, Jr.[image: External link], and Ivanka Trump, Safra Catz[image: External link] (President and CFO of Oracle Corporation[image: External link]), Leonard Lauder[image: External link] (Chairman Emeritus of Estée Lauder Companies[image: External link] and son of founder Estée Lauder[image: External link]), Steven A. Cohen[image: External link] (founder of SAC Capital Advisors[image: External link]), Robert Kapito[image: External link] (president of BlackRock[image: External link], the world's largest asset manager), and P. Roy Vagelos[image: External link] (former president and CEO of multinational pharmaceutical company Merck & Co.[image: External link]).

Among other distinguished alumni are the current or past presidents of Harvard University[image: External link], Drew Gilpin Faust[image: External link]; the University of California[image: External link], Mark Yudof[image: External link]; and Northwestern University[image: External link], Morton O. Schapiro[image: External link]; poets William Augustus Muhlenberg[image: External link], Ezra Pound[image: External link], and William Carlos Williams[image: External link], linguist and political theorist Noam Chomsky[image: External link], architect[image: External link] Louis Kahn[image: External link], cartoonist Charles Addams[image: External link], actress Candice Bergen[image: External link], theatrical producer Harold Prince[image: External link], counter-terrorism expert and author Richard A. Clarke[image: External link], pollster and strategist Frank Luntz[image: External link], attorney Gloria Allred[image: External link], journalist Joe Klein[image: External link], fashion designer Tory Burch[image: External link], recording artist John Legend[image: External link], and football athlete and coach John Heisman[image: External link].

Within the ranks of Penn's most historic graduates are also eight signers of the Declaration of Independence[image: External link] and nine signers of the Constitution[image: External link]. These include George Clymer[image: External link], Francis Hopkinson[image: External link], Thomas McKean[image: External link], Robert Morris[image: External link], William Paca[image: External link], George Ross[image: External link], Benjamin Rush[image: External link], James Wilson[image: External link], Thomas Fitzsimons[image: External link], Jared Ingersoll[image: External link], Rufus King[image: External link], Thomas Mifflin[image: External link], Gouverneur Morris[image: External link], and Hugh Williamson[image: External link].

In total, 30 Penn affiliates have won Nobel Prizes, of whom four are current faculty members and nine are alumni.[citation needed[image: External link]] Penn also counts 115 members of the United States National Academies[image: External link], 79 members of the Academy of Arts and Sciences[image: External link], eight National Medal of Science[image: External link] laureates, 108 Sloan Fellows[image: External link], 30 members of the American Philosophical Society[image: External link], and 170 Guggenheim Fellowships[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Controversies




From 1930 to 1966, there were 54 documented Rowbottom riots[image: External link], a student tradition of rioting which included everything from car smashing to panty raids.[136] After 1966, there were five more instances of "Rowbottoms", the latest occurring in 1980.[136]

In 1965, Penn students learned that the university was sponsoring research projects for the United States' chemical and biological weapons program[image: External link].[137] According to Herman[image: External link] and Rutman, the revelation that "CB Projects Spicerack and Summit were directly connected with U.S. military activities in Southeast Asia", caused students to petition Penn president Gaylord Harnwell[image: External link] to halt the program, citing the project as being "immoral, inhuman, illegal, and unbefitting of an academic institution."[137] Members of the faculty believed that an academic university should not be performing classified research and voted to re-examine the University agency which was responsible for the project on November 4, 1965.[137]

In 1984, the Head Lab at the University of Pennsylvania was raided by members of the Animal Liberation Front[image: External link].[138] Sixty hours' worth of video footage depicting animal cruelty was stolen from the lab.[139] The video footage was released to PETA[image: External link] who edited the tapes and created the documentary Unnecessary Fuss[image: External link].[139] As a result of an investigation called by the Office for Protection from Research Risks, the chief veterinarian was fired and the Head Lab was closed.[139]

The school gained notoriety in 1993 for the water buffalo incident[image: External link] in which a student who told a noisy group of black students to "shut up, you water buffalo" was charged with violating the university's racial harassment policy.[140]

In recent years, mental health has become an issue on campus with ten student suicides between the years of 2013 to 2016.[141] The school responded by launching a task force.[142]
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 Notes






	
^ The University officially uses 1740 as its founding date and has since 1899. The ideas and intellectual inspiration for the academic institution stem from 1749, with a pamphlet published by Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], (1705/06-1790). When Franklin's institution was established, it inhabited a schoolhouse built in 1740 for another school, which never came to practical fruition. Penn archivist Mark Frazier Lloyd [1][image: External link] notes: "In 1899, UPenn's Trustees adopted a resolution that established 1740 as the founding date, but good cases may be made for 1749, when Franklin first convened the Trustees, or 1751, when the first classes were taught at the affiliated secondary school for boys, Academy of Philadelphia, or 1755, when Penn obtained its collegiate charter to add a post-secondary institution, the College of Philadelphia." Princeton's library [2][image: External link] presents another, diplomatically phrased view.


	
^ Penn is the fourth-oldest using the founding dates claimed by each institution. The College of Philadelphia (later Penn), College of New Jersey (later Princeton University)[image: External link] and King's College (later Columbia College, now Columbia University)[image: External link] all originated within a few years of each other. After initially designating 1750 as its founding date, Penn later considered 1749 to be its founding date for more than a century, including alumni observing a centennial celebration in 1849. In 1895, several elite universities in the United States convened in New York City as the "Intercollegiate Commission" at the invitation of John J. McCook[image: External link], a Union Army[image: External link] officer during the American Civil War[image: External link] and member of Princeton's board of trustees who chaired its Committee on Academic Dress. The primary purpose of the conference was to standardize American academic regalia, which was accomplished through the adoption of the "Intercollegiate Code on Academic Costume"[image: External link]. This formalized protocol included a provision that henceforth academic processions[image: External link] would place visiting dignitaries and other officials in the order of their institution's founding dates. The following year, Penn's "The Alumni Register" magazine, published by the General Alumni Society, began a campaign to retroactively revise the University's founding date to 1740, in order to become older than Princeton, which had been chartered in 1746. Three years later in 1899, Penn's board of trustees acceded to this alumni initiative and officially changed its founding date from 1749 to 1740, affecting its rank in academic processions as well as the informal bragging rights that come with the age-based hierarchy in academia generally. See Building Penn's Brand[image: External link] for more details on why Penn did this. Princeton implicitly challenges this rationale, [3][image: External link] also considering itself to be the nation's fourth oldest institution of higher learning. [4][image: External link] To further complicate the comparison, a University of Edinburgh[image: External link]-educated Presbyterian minister from Scotland, named William Tennent[image: External link] and his son Gilbert Tennent[image: External link] operated a "Log College[image: External link]" in Bucks County, Pennsylvania[image: External link], from 1726 until 1746; some have suggested a connection between it and Princeton because five members of Princeton's first Board of Trustees were affiliated with the "Log College", including Gilbert Tennent, William Tennent, Jr., and Samuel Finley, the latter of whom later became President of Princeton. All twelve members of Princeton's first Board of Trustees were leaders from the "New Side[image: External link]" or "New Light[image: External link]" wing of the Presbyterian Church[image: External link] in the New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania areas. [5][image: External link] This antecedent relationship, if considered a formal lineage with institutional continuity, would justify pushing Princeton's founding date back to 1726, earlier than Penn's 1740. However, Princeton has not done so, and a Princeton historian says that "the facts do not warrant" such an interpretation. [6][image: External link] Columbia also implicitly challenges Penn's use of either 1750, 1749 or 1740, as it claims to be the fifth oldest institution of higher learning in the United States (after Harvard, William & Mary, Yale and Princeton), based upon its charter date of 1754 and Penn's charter date of 1755. [7][image: External link] Academic histories of American higher education generally list Penn as fifth or sixth, after Princeton and immediately before or after that of Columbia. [8][image: External link] [9][image: External link] [10][image: External link] Even Penn's own account of its early history agrees that the original secondary school (the Academy of Philadelphia) did not add an institution of higher learning (the College of Philadelphia) until 1755, but university officials continue to make it their practice to assert their fourth-oldest place in academic processions. Other American universities which began as a colonial-era, early version of secondary schools such as St. John's College[image: External link] (founded as "King William's School" in 1696) and the University of Delaware[image: External link] (founded as "the Free Academy" in 1743) choose to march based upon the date they became institutions of higher learning. According to sometime Penn History Professor Edgar Potts Cheyney, the University did indeed consider its founding date to be 1749 for almost a century. However, it was changed with good reason, and primarily due to a publication about the University issued by the U.S. Commissioner of Education[image: External link]. The year 1740 is the date of the establishment of the first educational trust that the University had taken upon itself. Cheyney states further that, "it might be considered a lawyer's date; it is a familiar legal practice in considering the date of any institution to seek out the oldest trust it administers." He also points out that Harvard's founding date is also the year in which the Massachusetts General Court[image: External link] (state legislature) resolved to establish a fund in a year's time for a "School or College". As well, Princeton claims its founding date as 1746--the date of its first charter. However, the exact words of the charter are unknown, the number and names of the trustees in the charter are unknown, and no known original is extant. With the exception of Columbia University, the majority of the American Colonial Colleges do not have clear-cut dates of foundation. (Edgar Potts Cheyney, "History of the University of Pennsylvania: 1740-1940", Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1940: pp. 45-52.)


	
^ In 1790, the first lecture on law was given by James Wilson[image: External link]; however, a full time program was not offered until 1850.[50]


	
^ Buffett studied at Penn for two years before he transferred to the University of Nebraska[image: External link].
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William Zeckendorf






William Zeckendorf, Sr. (June 30, 1905 – September 30, 1976) was a prominent American real estate developer. Through his development company Webb and Knapp[image: External link]—for which he began working in 1938 and which he purchased in 1949—he developed a significant portion of the New York City urban landscape. Architects I. M. Pei[image: External link] and Le Corbusier[image: External link] have worked for Zeckendorf on many of his projects.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Early life




Zeckendorf was born to a Jewish[image: External link][1] family in Paris, Illinois[image: External link], the son of a hardware store manager.[2] His family moved to New York City when he was three years old.[2] He attended New York University but dropped out to work at the real estate company of his uncle, Sam Borchard.[2] He soon left his uncle's firm to work for Webb & Knapp[image: External link], a small New York building manager and brokerage.[2]
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 Career




Zeckendorf's most notable property acquisition, and potential development of a "dream city" to rival Rockefeller Center[image: External link], was a 17-acre (69,000 m2) site along the East River[image: External link] between 42nd Street[image: External link] and 48th Street. In a now celebrated transaction in December 1946, the prominent architect Wallace Harrison[image: External link] and Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link] bought the site from him for $8.5 million (equals $104 million in 2016) and Nelson's father John D. Rockefeller, Jr.[image: External link] subsequently donated this land for the building of the United Nations Headquarters[image: External link].[3]

Zeckendorf also owned New York's famous Chrysler Building[image: External link] and the venerable Hotel Astor[image: External link] in Times Square. He purchased Chicago's famous Robie House[image: External link] in 1958 before transferring ownership to the University of Chicago[image: External link]. He developed two of I. M. Pei[image: External link]'s early skyscrapers—the Mile High Center (now part of Wells Fargo Center[image: External link]) in downtown Denver[image: External link], and Place Ville-Marie[image: External link] in downtown Montreal[image: External link].

Zeckendorf also partnered with Chicago real estate titan Arthur Rubloff to develop a stretch of Michigan Avenue[image: External link] into what Rubloff dubbed the Magnificent Mile[image: External link]. The Rubloff Company[image: External link] was eventually acquired by Prudential[image: External link] and subsequently has become a division of Berkshire Hathaway[image: External link].
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 Deal with Spyros Skouras




In December 1958, Zeckendorf entered into a deal with Spyros Skouras[image: External link], head of 20th Century-Fox[image: External link], to purchase Fox's project to develop 176 acres (0.71 km2) of its historic backlot in Los Angeles, California[image: External link], into a proposed $400 million Century City[image: External link]. The studio had suffered a string of expensive flops, culminating in the box-office disaster Cleopatra[image: External link] (1963) and was in dire need of money. The project, conceived under the direction of Edmund Herrscher, the studio's director of property development, had been announced the first week of 1958, with construction said to begin in July 1958.[4]

However, construction did not start as promised, and rumors, later confirmed, circulated that developer Zeckendorf would take over the project by purchasing 20th's interest in the project for $53 million. The following March it was announced that construction would begin that month on the new headquarters for architect Welton Becket[image: External link], chief architect on the project[5] That did not occur either. Zeckendorf hired New York public relations executive Tex McCrary[image: External link] to lend new life and visibility to the project. McCrary, in turn contracted with Los Angeles publicist Charles A. Pomerantz, well known in the entertainment industry, to come up with a campaign and execute it.

Pomerantz turned to a young publicist he had hired, Worley Thorne[image: External link], the only other publicist in the small firm, for suggestions. Thorne said he'd call friends in the press to assess their attitudes. Thorne learned that there was deep skepticism that the project would ever be built. 20th did not have the money, which is why they brought in Zeckendorf, but apparently Zeckendorf was unable to deliver even the $53-million purchase price, let alone $400 million. The California papers had already given a lot of publicity to Century City and, for them, any more coverage would just be re-hash in which they were not interested.

Thorne reported to Pomerantz his opinion that the only way to restore credibility to the project was to actually "begin" construction, and Pomerantz went for the plan. Thorne called Herrscher and asked if there was some small building they could demolish with a bulldozer, to begin to "break ground" for the Becket building. Herrscher said there was a tin shack that was expendable and he'd make it available, as well as the bulldozer. McCrary and William Zeckendorf, Jr.[image: External link], vice-president of Webb & Knapp, also approved. Thorne said that it should be a large affair with the mayors of Los Angeles, Beverly Hills[image: External link], and Santa Monica[image: External link], plus politicians and other dignitaries, invited, as well as all the Southern California[image: External link] press. He and Pomerantz would find a star to "launch" the project by breaking a bottle of champagne on the shack prior to its being demolished. Later, they secured Mary Pickford[image: External link] for that task. It was all purely symbolic, since construction did not actually begin, but no one stated that openly, it was dramatic, and very successful. The Los Angeles Times[image: External link] devoted almost three full pages to its coverage of the event.[6]

Still lacking sufficient money, Zeckendorf was forced to make $1000 per day penalty payments to Fox. In 1960, Zeckendorf solved his problem by partnering with Alcoa[image: External link] in a joint-venture relationship to finally build Century City, which by now had escalated to a $500 million project. The new owners embraced the studio's conception of Century City as "a city within a city" with the arc-shaped, 19-story Century Plaza Hotel[image: External link] to be the centerpiece. This joint-venture marked an increasing interest by large corporations with land "surplus" in order to create housing communities, industrial parks and office buildings; marking the first movement from traditional industry into real estate investing[image: External link].
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 Bankruptcy




Before his company's bankruptcy in 1965, Zeckendorf became the embodiment of glamorous real-estate dealmaking, which included developing Roosevelt Airfield[image: External link], where Charles Lindbergh[image: External link] began his transatlantic flight, and helping to advance and develop Long Island University[image: External link]. From the start of his career Zeckendorf had been able to use his dealmaking skills to acquire or build projects for which he lacked the funds, but in time the under-funding caught up with him.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Personal life




He was married to Irma Levy; they had two children: William Zeckendorf, Jr.[image: External link] and Susan Zeckendorf Nicholson. They later divorced and she remarried music critic and historian Irving Kolodin[image: External link].[7][8]
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Vietnam War






"The Vietnam War" redirects here. For the 2017 film, see The Vietnam War (film)[image: External link].

The Vietnam War ( Vietnamese[image: External link]: Chiến tranh Việt Nam), also known as the Second Indochina War,[56] and known in Vietnam as Resistance War Against America ( Vietnamese[image: External link]: Kháng chiến chống Mỹ) or simply the American War, was a war that occurred in Vietnam, Laos[image: External link], and Cambodia[image: External link] from 1 November 1955[A 1] to the fall of Saigon[image: External link] on 30 April 1975. It was the second of the Indochina Wars[image: External link] and was officially fought between North Vietnam[image: External link] and the government of South Vietnam[image: External link]. The North Vietnamese army was supported by the Soviet Union, China and other communist allies and the South Vietnamese army was supported by the United States, South Korea, Australia, Thailand and other anti-communist[image: External link] allies[image: External link].[57] The war is therefore considered a Cold War[image: External link]-era proxy war[image: External link].[58]

The Viet Cong[image: External link] (also known as the National Liberation Front, or NLF), a South Vietnamese communist common front[image: External link] aided by the North, fought a guerrilla war[image: External link] against anti-communist forces in the region, while the People's Army of Vietnam[image: External link], also known as the North Vietnamese Army (NVA), engaged in more conventional warfare[image: External link], at times committing large units to battle. As the war continued, the military actions of the Viet Cong decreased as the role and engagement of the NVA grew. U.S. and South Vietnamese forces relied on air superiority[image: External link] and overwhelming firepower to conduct search and destroy[image: External link] operations, involving ground forces[image: External link], artillery[image: External link], and airstrikes[image: External link]. In the course of the war, the U.S. conducted a large-scale strategic bombing[image: External link] campaign against North Vietnam.

The North Vietnamese government and the Viet Cong were fighting to reunify Vietnam. They viewed the conflict as a colonial war[image: External link] and a continuation of the First Indochina War[image: External link] against forces from France and later on the United States. The U.S. government viewed its involvement in the war as a way to prevent a communist takeover of South Vietnam. This was part of the domino theory[image: External link] of a wider containment policy[image: External link], with the stated aim of stopping the spread of communism worldwide.[59]

Beginning in 1950, American military advisors[image: External link] arrived in what was then French Indochina[image: External link].[60][A 3] U.S. involvement escalated in the early 1960s, with troop levels tripling in 1961 and again in 1962.[61] U.S. involvement escalated further following the 1964 Gulf of Tonkin incident[image: External link], in which a U.S. destroyer clashed with North Vietnamese fast attack craft, which was followed by the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution[image: External link], which gave the U.S. president authorization to increase U.S. military presence. Regular U.S. combat units[image: External link] were deployed beginning in 1965. Operations crossed international borders: bordering areas of Laos and Cambodia were heavily bombed by U.S. forces as American involvement in the war peaked in 1968, the same year that the communist side launched the Tet Offensive[image: External link]. The Tet Offensive failed in its goal of overthrowing the South Vietnamese government, but became the turning point in the war, as it persuaded a large segment of the U.S. population that its government's claims of progress toward winning the war were illusory despite many years of massive U.S. military aid to South Vietnam.

Gradual withdrawal of U.S. ground forces began as part of " Vietnamization[image: External link]", which aimed to end American involvement in the war while transferring the task of fighting the communists to the South Vietnamese themselves. Despite the Paris Peace Accord[image: External link], which was signed by all parties in January 1973, the fighting continued. In the U.S. and the Western world, a large anti-Vietnam War movement[image: External link] developed as part of a larger counterculture[image: External link]. The war changed the dynamics between the Eastern[image: External link] and Western Blocs[image: External link], and altered North–South relations[image: External link].[62]

Direct U.S. military involvement ended on 15 August 1973.[63] The capture of Saigon[image: External link] by the North Vietnamese Army in April 1975 marked the end of the war, and North and South Vietnam were reunified the following year. The war exacted a huge human cost in terms of fatalities (see Vietnam War casualties[image: External link]). Estimates of the number of Vietnamese soldiers and civilians killed vary from 966,000[30] to 3.8 million.[52] Some 240,000–300,000 Cambodians[image: External link],[53][54][55] 20,000–62,000 Laotians[image: External link],[52] and 58,220 U.S. service members also died in the conflict, and a further 1,626 remain missing in action.[A 2]
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 Names for the war




Further information: Terminology of the Vietnam War[image: External link]


Various names have been applied to the conflict. Vietnam War is the most commonly used name in English. It has also been called the Second Indochina War and the Vietnam Conflict.

As there have been several conflicts in Indochina, this particular conflict is known by the names of its primary protagonists to distinguish it from others.[64] In Vietnamese[image: External link], the war is generally known as Kháng chiến chống Mỹ (Resistance War Against America). It is also called Chiến tranh Việt Nam (The Vietnam War).[65]

The primary military organizations involved in the war were, on one side, the Army of the Republic of Vietnam[image: External link] (ARVN) and the U.S. military[image: External link], and, on the other side, the People's Army of Vietnam[image: External link] (PAVN) (more commonly called the North Vietnamese Army, or NVA, in English-language sources), and the National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam (NLF, more commonly known as the Viet Cong[image: External link] in English language sources), a South Vietnamese communist guerrilla force.[66]
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 Background to 1949




See also: History of Vietnam[image: External link], Cochinchina Campaign[image: External link], Cần Vương[image: External link], Việt Nam Quốc Dân Đảng[image: External link], Yên Bái mutiny[image: External link], Vietnam during World War II[image: External link], War in Vietnam (1945–46)[image: External link], 1940–46 in the Vietnam War[image: External link], and 1947–50 in the Vietnam War[image: External link]


France began its conquest of Indochina[image: External link] in the late 1850s, and completed pacification by 1893.[67][68][69] The 1884 Treaty of Huế[image: External link] formed the basis for French colonial rule in Vietnam for the next seven decades. In spite of military resistance, most notably by the Cần Vương[image: External link] of Phan Đình Phùng[image: External link], by 1888 the area of the current-day nations of Cambodia and Vietnam was made into the colony of French Indochina[image: External link] (Laos was later added to the colony).[70] Various Vietnamese opposition movements to French rule existed during this period, such as the Việt Nam Quốc Dân Đảng[image: External link] who staged the failed Yên Bái mutiny[image: External link] in 1930, but none were ultimately as successful as the Viet Minh[image: External link] common front[image: External link], which was founded in 1941, controlled by the Indochinese Communist Party[image: External link], and funded by the U.S. and the Chinese Nationalist Party[image: External link] in its fight against Imperial Japanese occupation.[71][A 4]

In 1940, during World War II, the French were defeated by the Germans[image: External link]. The French State[image: External link] (commonly known as Vichy France) was established as a client state[image: External link] of Nazi Germany[image: External link]. The French colonial authorities, in French Indochina, sided with the Vichy regime. In September 1940, Japan invaded Indochina[image: External link]. Following the cessation of fighting and the beginning of the Imperial Japanese occupation, the French colonial authorities collaborated with the Japanese. The French continued to run affairs in Indochina, but ultimate power resided in the hands of the Imperial Japanese.[71]

The Viet Minh was founded as a league for independence from France, but also opposed Japanese occupation in 1945 for the same reason. The U.S. and Chinese Nationalist Party supported them in the fight against the Imperial Japanese.[73] However, they did not have enough power to fight actual battles at first. Viet Minh leader Ho Chi Minh[image: External link] was suspected of being a communist and jailed for a year by the Chinese Nationalist Party.[74]

Double occupation by France and Japan continued until the German forces were expelled from France and the French Indochina colonial authorities started holding secret talks with the Free French[image: External link]. Fearing that they could no longer trust the French authorities, the Imperial Japanese military interned the French authorities and troops on 9 March 1945[75] and created the puppet[image: External link] Empire of Vietnam[image: External link] state, under Bảo Đại[image: External link] instead.

During 1944–1945, a deep famine[image: External link] struck northern Vietnam due to a combination of bad weather and French/Japanese exploitation (French Indochina had to supply grains to Japan).[76] Between 400,000 and 2 million[30] people died of starvation (out of a population of 10 million in the affected area).[77] Exploiting the administrative gap[78] that the internment of the French had created, the Viet Minh in March 1945 urged the population to ransack rice warehouses and refuse to pay their taxes.[79] Between 75 and 100 warehouses were consequently raided.[80] This rebellion against the effects of the famine and the authorities that were partially responsible for it bolstered the Viet Minh's popularity and they recruited many members during this period.[78]

On 22 August 1945, following the Imperial Japanese surrender[image: External link], OSS[image: External link] agents Archimedes Patti[image: External link] and Carleton B. Swift Jr.[image: External link] arrived in Hanoi on a mercy mission[image: External link] to liberate allied POWs and were accompanied by Jean Sainteny[image: External link], a French government official.[81] The Japanese forces informally surrendered (the official surrender took place on 2 September 1945 in Tokyo Bay) but being the only force capable of maintaining law and order the Imperial Japanese military[image: External link] remained in power while keeping French colonial troops and Sainteny detained.[82]

During August the Imperial Japanese forces remained inactive as the Viet Minh and other nationalist groups took over public buildings and weapons, which began the August Revolution[image: External link]. OSS officers met repeatedly with Ho Chi Minh[image: External link] and other Viet Minh[image: External link] officers during this period[83] and on 2 September 1945 Ho Chi Minh declared the independent[image: External link] Democratic Republic of Vietnam[image: External link] before a crowd of 500,000 in Hanoi[image: External link].[80] In an overture to the Americans, he began his speech by paraphrasing the United States Declaration of Independence[image: External link]: "All men are created equal. The Creator has given us certain inviolable Rights: the right to Life, the right to be Free, and the right to achieve Happiness."[80]

The Viet Minh took power in Vietnam in the August Revolution[image: External link].[80] The Viet Minh, downplaying their Communist agenda and stressing nationalism enjoyed large popular support (Vietnamese independence being popular at the time),[84] although Arthur J. Dommen cautions against a "romanticized view" of their success: "The Viet Minh use of terror was systematic….the party had drawn up a list of those to be liquidated without delay."[85] After their defeat in the war, the Imperial Japanese Army[image: External link] (IJA) gave weapons to the Vietnamese, and kept Vichy French officials and military officers imprisoned for a month after the surrender. The Viet Minh had recruited more than 600 Imperial Japanese soldiers and given them roles to train or command Vietnamese soldiers.[86][87]

However, the major allied victors of World War II[image: External link], the United Kingdom, the United States, and the Soviet Union, all agreed the area belonged to the French.[80] As the French did not have the means to immediately retake Vietnam, the major powers came to an agreement that British troops would occupy the south while Nationalist Chinese[image: External link] forces would move in from the north.[80] Nationalist Chinese troops entered the country to disarm Imperial Japanese troops north of the 16th parallel on 14 September 1945.[88] When the British landed in the south, they rearmed the interned French forces as well as parts of the surrendered Imperial Japanese forces to aid them in retaking southern Vietnam, as they did not have enough troops to do this themselves.[80]

On the urging of the Soviet Union, Ho Chi Minh initially attempted to negotiate with the French, who were slowly re-establishing their control across the area.[89] In January 1946, the Viet Minh won elections across central and northern Vietnam.[90] On 6 March 1946, Ho signed an agreement allowing French forces to replace Nationalist Chinese forces, in exchange for French recognition of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam as a "free" republic within the French Union[image: External link], with the specifics of such recognition to be determined by future negotiation.[91][92][93] The French landed in Hanoi by March 1946 and in November of that year they ousted the Viet Minh from the city.[89] British forces departed on 26 March 1946, leaving Vietnam in the hands of the French.[94] Soon thereafter, the Viet Minh began a guerrilla war[image: External link] against the French Union forces, beginning the First Indochina War[image: External link].

The war spread to Laos and Cambodia, where communists organized the Pathet Lao[image: External link] and the Khmer Serei[image: External link], both of which were modeled on the Viet Minh.[95] Globally, the Cold War began in earnest, which meant that the rapprochement[image: External link] that existed between the Western powers[image: External link] and the Soviet Union during World War II disintegrated. The Viet Minh fight was hampered by a lack of weapons; this situation changed by 1949 when the Chinese Communists[image: External link] had largely won the Chinese Civil War[image: External link] and were free to provide arms to their Vietnamese allies.[95]
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Main articles: First Indochina War[image: External link], Operation Vulture[image: External link], Operation Passage to Freedom[image: External link], and 1954 in the Vietnam War[image: External link]


In January 1950, the People's Republic of China and the Soviet Union recognized the Viet Minh's Democratic Republic of Vietnam[image: External link], based in Hanoi[image: External link], as the legitimate government of Vietnam. The following month the United States and Great Britain recognized the French-backed State of Vietnam[image: External link] in Saigon[image: External link], led by former Emperor Bảo Đại[image: External link], as the legitimate Vietnamese government.[96][97] The outbreak of the Korean War[image: External link] in June 1950 convinced many Washington policymakers that the war in Indochina[image: External link] was an example of communist expansionism directed by the Soviet Union.[98]

Military advisors from the People's Republic of China (PRC) began assisting the Viet Minh in July 1950.[99] PRC weapons, expertise, and laborers transformed the Viet Minh from a guerrilla force into a regular army.[100] In September 1950, the United States created a Military Assistance and Advisory Group[image: External link] (MAAG) to screen French requests for aid, advise on strategy, and train Vietnamese soldiers.[101] By 1954, the United States had supplied 300,000 small arms and spent US$1 billion in support of the French military effort, shouldering 80 percent of the cost of the war.[102]

There were also talks between the French and Americans in which the possible use of three tactical nuclear weapons[image: External link] was considered, though reports of how seriously this was considered and by whom are even now vague and contradictory.[103][104] One version of the plan for the proposed Operation Vulture[image: External link] envisioned sending 60 B-29s from U.S. bases in the region, supported by as many as 150 fighters launched from U.S. Seventh Fleet carriers, to bomb Viet Minh commander Võ Nguyên Giáp[image: External link]'s positions. The plan included an option to use up to three atomic weapons on the Viet Minh positions. Admiral Arthur W. Radford[image: External link], Chairman[image: External link] of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link], gave this nuclear option his backing. U.S. B-29s, B-36s, and B-47s could have executed a nuclear strike, as could carrier aircraft from the Seventh Fleet.[105]

U.S. carriers sailed to the Gulf of Tonkin[image: External link], and reconnaissance flights over Điện Biên Phủ[image: External link] were conducted during the negotiations. According to U.S. Vice-President Richard Nixon, the plan involved the Joint Chiefs of Staff drawing up plans to use three small tactical nuclear weapons in support of the French.[103] Nixon, a so-called " hawk[image: External link]" on Vietnam, suggested that the United States might have to "put American boys in".[106] U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] made American participation contingent on British support, but they were opposed to such a venture.[106] In the end, convinced that the political risks outweighed the possible benefits, Eisenhower decided against the intervention. Eisenhower was a five-star general[image: External link]. He was wary of getting the United States involved in a land war in Asia.[107]

The Viet Minh received crucial support from the Soviet Union and PRC. PRC support in the Border Campaign of 1950[image: External link] allowed supplies to come from the PRC into Vietnam. Throughout the conflict, U.S. intelligence estimates remained skeptical of French chances of success.[108]

The Battle of Dien Bien Phu[image: External link] marked the end of French involvement in Indochina. Giap's Viet Minh forces handed the French a stunning military defeat, and on 7 May 1954, the French Union[image: External link] garrison surrendered. At the Geneva Conference[image: External link], the French negotiated a ceasefire agreement with the Viet Minh, and independence was granted to Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam.
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Main articles: Geneva Conference (1954)[image: External link]; Operation Passage to Freedom[image: External link]; Battle of Saigon (1955)[image: External link]; Ba Cụt[image: External link]; State of Vietnam referendum, 1955[image: External link]; Land reform in Vietnam[image: External link]; and Land reform in North Vietnam[image: External link]


Vietnam was temporarily partitioned[image: External link] at the 17th parallel[image: External link], and under the terms of the Geneva Accords, civilians were to be given the opportunity to move freely between the two provisional states for a 300-day period. Elections throughout the country were to be held in 1956 to establish a unified government.[109] Around one million northerners, mainly minority Catholics, fled south, fearing persecution by the communists[110] following an American propaganda campaign using slogans such as "The Virgin Mary[image: External link] is heading south",[111] and aided by a U.S.-funded $93 million relocation program, which included the use of the Seventh Fleet[image: External link] to ferry refugees.[112] As many as two million more would have left had they not been stopped by the Viet Minh[image: External link].[113] The northern, mainly Catholic refugees were meant to give the later Ngô Đình Diệm[image: External link] regime a strong anti-communist constituency.[114] Diệm later went on to staff his administration's key posts mostly with northern and central Catholics.

In addition to the Catholics flowing south, up to 130,000 "Revolutionary Regroupees" went to the north for "regroupment", expecting to return to the south within two years.[115] The Viet Minh left roughly 5,000 to 10,000 cadres[image: External link] in the south as a "politico-military substructure within the object of its irredentism[image: External link]."[116] The last French soldiers were to leave Vietnam in April 1956.[100] The PRC completed its withdrawal from North Vietnam at around the same time.[99] Around 52,000 Vietnamese civilians moved from south to north.[117]

Between 1953 and 1956, the North Vietnamese government instituted various agrarian reforms, including "rent reduction" and "land reform", which resulted in significant political oppression. During the land reform, testimony from North Vietnamese witnesses suggested a ratio of one execution for every 160 village residents, which extrapolated nationwide would indicate nearly 100,000 executions. Because the campaign was concentrated mainly in the Red River Delta area, a lower estimate of 50,000 executions became widely accepted by scholars at the time.[118][119][120][121] However, declassified documents from the Vietnamese and Hungarian archives indicate that the number of executions was much lower than reported at the time, although likely greater than 13,500.[122] In 1956, leaders in Hanoi admitted to "excesses" in implementing this program and restored a large amount of the land to the original owners.[123]

The south, meanwhile, constituted the State of Vietnam, with Bảo Đại as Emperor and Ngô Đình Diệm[image: External link] (appointed in July 1954) as his prime minister. Neither the United States government nor Ngô Đình Diệm's State of Vietnam signed anything at the 1954 Geneva Conference[image: External link]. With respect to the question of reunification, the non-communist Vietnamese delegation objected strenuously to any division of Vietnam, but lost out when the French accepted the proposal of Viet Minh delegate Phạm Văn Đồng[image: External link],[124] who proposed that Vietnam eventually be united by elections under the supervision of "local commissions".[125] The United States countered with what became known as the "American Plan", with the support of South Vietnam and the United Kingdom.[126] It provided for unification elections under the supervision of the United Nations, but was rejected by the Soviet delegation.[126] The United States said, "With respect to the statement made by the representative of the State of Vietnam, the United States reiterates its traditional position that peoples are entitled to determine their own future and that it will not join in any arrangement which would hinder this".[127]

U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] wrote in 1954, "I have never talked or corresponded with a person knowledgeable in Indochinese affairs who did not agree that had elections been held as of the time of the fighting, possibly eighty percent of the population would have voted for the Communist Ho Chi Minh[image: External link] as their leader rather than Chief of State Bảo Đại. Indeed, the lack of leadership and drive on the part of Bảo Đại was a factor in the feeling prevalent among Vietnamese that they had nothing to fight for."[128] According to the Pentagon Papers, however, from 1954 to 1956 "Ngô Đình Diệm really did accomplish miracles" in South Vietnam: "It is almost certain that by 1956 the proportion which might have voted for Ho—in a free election against Diệm—would have been much smaller than eighty percent."[129] In 1957, independent observers from India, Poland, and Canada representing the International Control Commission[image: External link] (ICC) stated that fair, unbiased elections were not possible, with the ICC reporting that neither South nor North Vietnam had honored the armistice agreement[130]

From April to June 1955, Diệm eliminated any political opposition in the south by launching military operations against two religious groups: the Cao Đài[image: External link] and Hòa Hảo[image: External link] of Ba Cụt[image: External link]. The campaign also focused on the Bình Xuyên[image: External link] organized crime[image: External link] group which was allied with members of the communist party secret police and had some military elements. As broad-based opposition to his harsh tactics mounted, Diệm increasingly sought to blame the communists.[35]

In a referendum on the future of the State of Vietnam on 23 October 1955, Diệm rigged[image: External link] the poll supervised by his brother Ngô Đình Nhu[image: External link] and was credited with 98.2 percent of the vote, including 133% in Saigon. His American advisors had recommended a more modest winning margin of "60 to 70 percent." Diệm, however, viewed the election as a test of authority.[131] Three days later, he declared South Vietnam to be an independent state under the name Republic of Vietnam (ROV), with himself as president.[132] Likewise, Ho Chi Minh and other communist officials always won at least 99% of the vote in North Vietnamese "elections".[133]

The domino theory[image: External link], which argued that if one country fell to communism, then all of the surrounding countries would follow, was first proposed as policy by the Eisenhower administration.[134] John F. Kennedy, then a U.S. Senator, said in a speech to the American Friends of Vietnam[image: External link]: "Burma, Thailand, India, Japan, the Philippines and obviously Laos and Cambodia are among those whose security would be threatened if the Red Tide of Communism overflowed into Vietnam."[135]
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A devout Roman Catholic[image: External link], Diệm was fervently anti-communist, nationalist, and socially conservative. Historian Luu Doan Huynh notes that "Diệm represented narrow and extremist nationalism coupled with autocracy and nepotism[image: External link]."[136] The majority of Vietnamese people were Buddhist[image: External link], and were alarmed by actions such as Diệm's dedication of the country to the Virgin Mary[image: External link].

Beginning in the summer of 1955, Diệm launched the "Denounce the Communists" campaign, during which communists and other anti-government elements were arrested, imprisoned, tortured, or executed. He instituted the death penalty against any activity deemed communist in August 1956.[137] According to Gabriel Kolko[image: External link] about 12,000 suspected opponents of Diệm were killed between 1955 and 1957 and by the end of 1958 an estimated 40,000 political prisoners[image: External link] had been jailed.[138]

In May 1957, Diệm undertook a ten-day state visit to the United States[image: External link]. President Eisenhower pledged his continued support, and a parade was held in Diệm's honor in New York City. Although Diệm was publicly praised, in private Secretary of State John Foster Dulles[image: External link] conceded that Diệm had been selected because there were no better alternatives.[139]

Former Secretary of Defense[image: External link] Robert McNamara[image: External link] wrote in Argument Without End (1999) that the new American patrons of the Republic of Vietnam (ROV)[image: External link] were almost completely ignorant of Vietnamese culture. They knew little of the language or long history of the country.[96] There was a tendency to assign American motives to Vietnamese actions, though Diệm warned that it was an illusion to believe that blindly copying Western methods would solve Vietnamese problems.[96]
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Between 1954 and 1957 there was large-scale but disorganized dissidence in the countryside which the Diệm government succeeded in quelling. In early 1957 South Vietnam had its first peace in over a decade. However, by mid-1957 through 1959 incidents of violence increased but the government "did not construe it as a campaign, considering the disorders too diffuse to warrant committing major GVN [Government of Vietnam] resources." By early 1959 however, Diệm considered it an organized campaign and implemented Law 10/59, which made political violence punishable by death and property confiscation.[140] There had been some division among former Viet Minh whose main goal was to hold the elections promised in the Geneva Accords, leading to " wildcat[image: External link]" activities separate from the other communists and anti-GVN activists.[20]

In December 1960, the National Liberation Front[image: External link] (NLF, a.k.a. the Viet Cong) was formally created with the intent of uniting all anti-GVN activists, including non-communists. According to the Pentagon Papers, the Viet Cong "placed heavy emphasis on the withdrawal of American advisors and influence, on land reform and liberalization of the GVN, on coalition government[image: External link] and the neutralization of Vietnam." Often the leaders of the organization were kept secret.[20]

The reason for the continued survival of the NLF was the class relations in the countryside. The vast majority of the population lived in villages in the countryside where the key issue was land reform. The Viet Minh[image: External link] had reduced rents and debts; and had leased communal lands, mostly to the poorer peasants. Diem brought the landlords back to the villages. People who were farming land they held for years now had to return it to landlords and pay years of back rent. This rent collection was enforced by the South Vietnamese army. The divisions within villages reproduced those that had existed against the French: "75 percent support for the NLF, 20 percent trying to remain neutral and 5 percent firmly pro-government,"[141]
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Sources disagree on whether North Vietnam played a direct role in aiding and organizing South Vietnamese rebels prior to 1960. Kahin and Lewis assert:


Contrary to United States policy assumptions, all available evidence shows that the revival of the civil war in the South in 1958 was undertaken by Southerners at their own—not Hanoi's—initiative…Insurgency activity against the Saigon government began in the South under Southern leadership not as a consequence of any dictate from Hanoi, but contrary to Hanoi's injunctions.[20]



Similarly, historian Arthur Schlesinger Jr.[image: External link] states that "it was not until September, 1960 that the Communist Party of North Vietnam bestowed its formal blessing and called for the liberation of the south from American imperialism".[20]

By contrast, James Olson and Randy Roberts assert that North Vietnam authorized a low-level insurgency in December 1956.[19] To counter the accusation that North Vietnam was violating the Geneva Accord, the independence of the Viet Cong was stressed in communist propaganda.[142]

In March 1956, southern communist leader Lê Duẩn[image: External link] presented a plan to revive the insurgency entitled "The Road to the South" to the other members of the Politburo in Hanoi, but as both China and the Soviets opposed confrontation at this time, Lê Duẩn's plan was rejected.[142] However the North Vietnamese leadership approved tentative measures to revive the southern insurgency in December 1956.[143] Communist forces were under a single command structure set up in 1958.[144] The North Vietnamese Communist Party approved a "people's war" on the South at a session in January 1959[145] and in May, Group 559[image: External link] was established to maintain and upgrade the Ho Chi Minh trail[image: External link], at this time a six-month mountain trek through Laos. About 500 of the "regroupees" of 1954 were sent south on the trail during its first year of operation.[146] The first arms delivery via the trail was completed in August 1959.[147] About 40,000 communist soldiers infiltrated into the south from 1961–63.[142]
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In the 1960 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], Senator John F. Kennedy defeated incumbent Vice President Richard Nixon. Although Eisenhower warned Kennedy about Laos and Vietnam, Europe and Latin America "loomed larger than Asia on his sights."[148] In his inaugural address, Kennedy made the ambitious pledge to "pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, in order to assure the survival and success of liberty."[149] In June 1961, he bitterly disagreed with Soviet premier Nikita Khrushchev[image: External link] when they met in Vienna[image: External link] to discuss key U.S.–Soviet issues. Only 16 months later, the U.S.–Soviet issues included the Cuban Missile Crisis[image: External link] (16–28 October 1962) played out on television worldwide and was the closest the Cold War came to escalating into a full-scale nuclear war[image: External link], and the U.S. raised the readiness level of Strategic Air Command[image: External link](SAC) forces to DEFCON[image: External link] 2.

The Kennedy administration remained essentially committed to the Cold War foreign policy inherited from the Truman and Eisenhower administrations. In 1961, the U.S. had 50,000 troops based in Korea, and Kennedy faced a three-part crisis – the failure of the Bay of Pigs Invasion[image: External link], the construction of the Berlin Wall[image: External link], and a negotiated settlement between the pro-Western government of Laos and the Pathet Lao[image: External link] communist movement.[150] These crises made Kennedy believe that another failure on the part of the United States to gain control and stop communist expansion would fatally damage U.S. credibility with its allies and his own reputation. Kennedy was thus determined to "draw a line in the sand" and prevent a communist victory in Vietnam. He told James Reston of The New York Times immediately after his Vienna meeting with Khrushchev, "Now we have a problem making our power credible and Vietnam looks like the place."[151][152]

In May 1961, U.S. Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson visited Saigon and enthusiastically declared Diệm the "Winston Churchill[image: External link] of Asia."[153] Asked why he had made the comment, Johnson replied, "Diệm's the only boy we got out there."[139] Johnson assured Diệm of more aid in molding a fighting force that could resist the communists.

Kennedy's policy toward South Vietnam rested on the assumption that Diệm and his forces had to ultimately defeat the guerrillas on their own. He was against the deployment of American combat troops and observed that "to introduce U.S. forces in large numbers there today, while it might have an initially favorable military impact, would almost certainly lead to adverse political and, in the long run, adverse military consequences."[154] The quality of the South Vietnamese military, however, remained poor. Poor leadership, corruption, and political promotions all played a part in weakening the South Vietnamese Army (ARVN). The frequency of guerrilla attacks rose as the insurgency gathered steam. While Hanoi's support for the Viet Cong played a role, South Vietnamese governmental incompetence was at the core of the crisis.[155]

One major issue Kennedy raised was whether the Soviet space and missile programs had surpassed those of the United States. Although Kennedy stressed long-range missile parity with the Soviets, he was also interested in using special forces[image: External link] for counterinsurgency[image: External link] warfare in Third World countries threatened by communist insurgencies. Although they were originally intended for use behind front lines after a conventional Soviet invasion of Europe, Kennedy believed that the guerrilla tactics employed by special forces such as the Green Berets[image: External link] would be effective in a "brush fire" war in Vietnam.

Kennedy advisors Maxwell Taylor[image: External link] and Walt Rostow[image: External link] recommended that U.S. troops be sent to South Vietnam disguised as flood relief workers. Kennedy rejected the idea but increased military assistance yet again. In April 1962, John Kenneth Galbraith[image: External link] warned Kennedy of the "danger we shall replace the French as a colonial force in the area and bleed as the French did."[156] By November 1963, there were 16,000 American military personnel in South Vietnam, up from Eisenhower's 900 advisors.[157]

The Strategic Hamlet Program[image: External link] was initiated in late 1961. This joint U.S.-South Vietnamese program attempted to resettle the rural population into fortified camps. It was implemented in early 1962 and involved some forced relocation, village internment, and segregation of rural South Vietnamese into new communities where the peasantry would be isolated from Communist insurgents. It was hoped these new communities would provide security for the peasants and strengthen the tie between them and the central government. However, by November 1963 the program had waned, and it officially ended in 1964.[158]

On 23 July 1962, fourteen nations, including China, South Vietnam, the Soviet Union, North Vietnam and the United States, signed an agreement promising to respect the neutrality of Laos.[159][unreliable source?[image: External link]]
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The inept performance of the South Vietnamese army was exemplified by failed actions such as the Battle of Ap Bac[image: External link] on 2 January 1963, in which a small band of Viet Cong won a battle against a much larger and better-equipped South Vietnamese force, many of whose officers seemed reluctant even to engage in combat.[160]

The Army of the Republic of Vietnam forces were led in that battle by Diệm's most trusted general, Huỳnh Văn Cao[image: External link], commander of the IV Corps[image: External link]. Cao was a Catholic who had been promoted due to religion and fidelity rather than skill, and his main job was to preserve his forces to stave off coups; he had earlier vomited during a communist attack. Some policymakers in Washington began to conclude that Diệm was incapable of defeating the communists and might even make a deal with Ho Chi Minh. He seemed concerned only with fending off coups, and had become more paranoid after attempts in 1960 and 1962, which he partly attributed to U.S. encouragement. As Robert F. Kennedy[image: External link] noted, "Diệm wouldn't make even the slightest concessions. He was difficult to reason with ..."[161]

As historian James Gibson summed up the situation:


Strategic hamlets had failed ... The South Vietnamese regime was incapable of winning the peasantry because of its class base among landlords. Indeed, there was no longer a 'regime' in the sense of a relatively stable political alliance and functioning bureaucracy. Instead, civil government and military operations had virtually ceased. The National Liberation Front had made great progress and was close to declaring provisional revolutionary governments in large areas.[162]



Discontent with Diệm's policies exploded following the Huế Phật Đản shootings[image: External link] of nine majority Buddhists who were protesting against the ban on the Buddhist flag[image: External link] on Vesak[image: External link], the Buddha's birthday. This resulted in mass protests against discriminatory policies that gave privileges to the Catholic Church and its adherents. Diệm's elder brother Ngô Đình Thục[image: External link] was the Archbishop of Huế and aggressively blurred the separation between church and state. Thuc's anniversary celebrations shortly before Vesak had been bankrolled by the government, and Vatican flags were displayed prominently. There had also been reports of Buddhist pagodas being demolished by Catholic paramilitaries throughout Diệm's rule. Diệm refused to make concessions to the Buddhist majority or take responsibility for the deaths. On 21 August 1963, the ARVN Special Forces[image: External link] of Colonel Lê Quang Tung[image: External link], loyal to Diệm's younger brother Ngô Đình Nhu[image: External link], raided pagodas across Vietnam[image: External link], causing widespread damage and destruction and leaving a death toll estimated to range into the hundreds.

U.S. officials began discussing the possibility of a regime change[image: External link] during the middle of 1963. The United States Department of State[image: External link] was generally in favor of encouraging a coup, while the Defense Department favored Diệm. Chief among the proposed changes was the removal of Diệm's younger brother Nhu, who controlled the secret police and special forces and was seen as the man behind the Buddhist repression and more generally the architect of the Ngô family's rule. This proposal was conveyed to the U.S. embassy in Saigon in Cable 243[image: External link].

The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) was in contact with generals planning to remove Diệm. They were told that the United States would not oppose such a move nor punish the generals by cutting off aid. President Diệm was overthrown and executed, along with his brother, on 2 November 1963. When he was informed, Maxwell Taylor remembered that Kennedy "rushed from the room with a look of shock and dismay on his face."[163] He had not anticipated Diệm's murder. The U.S. ambassador to South Vietnam, Henry Cabot Lodge, invited the coup leaders to the embassy and congratulated them. Ambassador Lodge informed Kennedy that "the prospects now are for a shorter war".[164] Kennedy wrote Lodge a letter congratulating him for "a fine job".[165]

Following the coup, chaos ensued. Hanoi took advantage of the situation and increased its support for the guerrillas. South Vietnam entered a period of extreme political instability, as one military government toppled another in quick succession. Increasingly, each new regime was viewed by the communists as a puppet of the Americans; whatever the failings of Diệm, his credentials as a nationalist (as Robert McNamara later reflected) had been impeccable.[166]

U.S military advisors were embedded at every level of the South Vietnamese armed forces. They were however criticized for ignoring the political nature of the insurgency.[167] The Kennedy administration sought to refocus U.S. efforts on pacification and "winning over the hearts and minds"[image: External link] of the population. The military leadership in Washington, however, was hostile to any role for U.S. advisors other than conventional troop training.[168] General Paul Harkins[image: External link], the commander of U.S. forces in South Vietnam, confidently predicted victory by Christmas 1963.[169] The CIA was less optimistic, however, warning that "the Viet Cong by and large retain de facto control of much of the countryside and have steadily increased the overall intensity of the effort".[170]

Paramilitary officers from the CIA's Special Activities Division[image: External link] trained and led Hmong[image: External link] tribesmen in Laos and into Vietnam. The indigenous forces numbered in the tens of thousands and they conducted direct action missions, led by paramilitary officers, against the Communist Pathet Lao forces and their North Vietnamese supporters.[171] The CIA also ran the Phoenix Program[image: External link] and participated in Military Assistance Command, Vietnam – Studies and Observations Group[image: External link] (MAC-V SOG), which was originally named the Special Operations Group, but was changed for cover purposes.[172]
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At the time Lyndon B. Johnson took over the presidency after the death of Kennedy[image: External link], he had not been heavily involved with policy toward Vietnam, Presidential aide Jack Valenti[image: External link] recalls, "Vietnam at the time was no bigger than a man's fist on the horizon. We hardly discussed it because it was not worth discussing."[173][174]

Upon becoming president, however, Johnson immediately had to focus on Vietnam: on 24 November 1963, he said, "the battle against communism ... must be joined ... with strength and determination."[175] The pledge came at a time when the situation in South Vietnam was deteriorating, especially in places like the Mekong Delta, because of the recent coup against Diệm.[176] However, Johnson knew that he had inherited a rapidly deteriorating situation in South Vietnam, believing in the widely accepted arguments that were used for defending the South: Should they retreat or appease, either action would imperil other nations beyond the conflict.[177]

The military revolutionary council, meeting in lieu of a strong South Vietnamese leader, was made up of 12 members headed by General Dương Văn Minh[image: External link]—whom Stanley Karnow[image: External link], a journalist on the ground, later recalled as "a model of lethargy".[178] Lodge, frustrated by the end of the year, cabled home about Minh: "Will he be strong enough to get on top of things?" His regime was overthrown in January 1964 by General Nguyễn Khánh[image: External link].[179] However, there was persistent instability in the military as several coups—not all successful—occurred in a short period of time.

On 2 August 1964, the USS  Maddox[image: External link], on an intelligence mission along North Vietnam's coast, allegedly fired upon and damaged several torpedo boats that had been stalking it in the Gulf of Tonkin[image: External link].[180] A second attack was reported two days later on the USS Turner Joy[image: External link] and Maddox in the same area. The circumstances of the attack were murky. Lyndon Johnson commented to Undersecretary of State George Ball that "those sailors out there may have been shooting at flying fish."[181]

The second attack led to retaliatory air strikes[image: External link], prompted Congress to approve the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution[image: External link] on 7 August 1964,[182] signed by Johnson, and gave the president power to conduct military operations in Southeast Asia without declaring war.[183] Although Congressmen at the time denied that this was a full-scale war declaration, the Tonkin Resolution allowed the president unilateral power to launch a full-scale war if the president deemed it necessary.[183] In the same month, Johnson pledged that he was not "committing American boys to fighting a war that I think ought to be fought by the boys of Asia to help protect their own land".[184]

An undated NSA publication declassified in 2005, however, revealed that there was no attack on 4 August.[185] It had already been called into question long before this. "The Gulf of Tonkin incident[image: External link]", wrote Louise Gerdes, "is an oft-cited example of the way in which Johnson misled the American people to gain support for his foreign policy in Vietnam."[186] George C. Herring argues, however, that McNamara and the Pentagon "did not knowingly lie about the alleged attacks, but they were obviously in a mood to retaliate and they seem to have selected from the evidence available to them those parts that confirmed what they wanted to believe."[187]

"From a strength of approximately 5,000 at the start of 1959 the Viet Cong's ranks grew to about 100,000 at the end of 1964 ... Between 1961 and 1964 the Army's strength rose from about 850,000 to nearly a million men."[167] The numbers for U.S. troops deployed to Vietnam during the same period were quite different; 2,000 in 1961, rising rapidly to 16,500 in 1964.[188] By early 1965, 7,559 South Vietnamese hamlets had been destroyed by the Viet Cong.[189]

The National Security Council recommended a three-stage escalation of the bombing of North Vietnam. On 2 March 1965, following an attack on a U.S. Marine[image: External link] barracks at Pleiku[image: External link],[190] Operation Flaming Dart[image: External link] (initiated when Soviet Premier Alexei Kosygin[image: External link] was on a state visit[image: External link] to North Vietnam[image: External link]), Operation Rolling Thunder[image: External link] and Operation Arc Light[image: External link] commenced.[191] The bombing campaign, which ultimately lasted three years, was intended to force North Vietnam to cease its support for the Viet Cong by threatening to destroy North Vietnam's air defenses and industrial infrastructure. As well, it was aimed at bolstering the morale of the South Vietnamese.[192] Between March 1965 and November 1968, "Rolling Thunder" deluged the north with a million tons of missiles, rockets and bombs.[193]

Bombing was not restricted to North Vietnam. Other aerial campaigns, such as Operation Commando Hunt[image: External link], targeted different parts of the Viet Cong and NVA infrastructure. These included the Ho Chi Minh trail[image: External link] supply route, which ran through Laos and Cambodia. The objective of stopping North Vietnam and the Viet Cong was never reached. As one officer noted, "This is a political war and it calls for discriminate killing. The best weapon ... would be a knife ... The worst is an airplane."[194] The Chief of Staff of the United States Air Force[image: External link] Curtis LeMay[image: External link], however, had long advocated saturation bombing in Vietnam and wrote of the communists that "we're going to bomb them back into the Stone Age".[195]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Escalation and ground war




After several attacks upon them, it was decided that U.S. Air Force[image: External link] bases needed more protection as the South Vietnamese military seemed incapable of providing security. On 8 March 1965, 3,500 U.S. Marines[image: External link] were dispatched to South Vietnam. This marked the beginning of the American ground war. U.S. public opinion overwhelmingly supported the deployment.[196]

In a statement similar to that made to the French almost two decades earlier, Ho Chi Minh warned that if the Americans "want to make war for twenty years then we shall make war for twenty years. If they want to make peace, we shall make peace and invite them to afternoon tea."[197] Some have argued that the policy of North Vietnam was not to topple other non-communist governments in South East Asia.[198]

The Marines' initial assignment was defensive. The first deployment of 3,500 in March 1965 was increased to nearly 200,000 by December.[199] The U.S. military had long been schooled in offensive warfare. Regardless of political policies, U.S. commanders were institutionally and psychologically unsuited to a defensive mission.[199] In December 1964, ARVN forces had suffered heavy losses at the Battle of Bình Giã[image: External link],[200] in a battle that both sides viewed as a watershed. Previously, communist forces had utilized hit-and-run guerrilla tactics. However, at Binh Gia, they had defeated a strong ARVN force in a conventional battle.[201] Tellingly, South Vietnamese forces were again defeated in June 1965 at the Battle of Đồng Xoài[image: External link].[202]

Desertion rates were increasing, and morale[image: External link] plummeted. General William Westmoreland[image: External link] informed Admiral U. S. Grant Sharp Jr.[image: External link], commander of U.S. Pacific forces, that the situation was critical.[199] He said, "I am convinced that U.S. troops with their energy, mobility, and firepower can successfully take the fight to the NLF [National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam a.k.a. the Viet Cong]".[203] With this recommendation, Westmoreland was advocating an aggressive departure from America's defensive posture and the sidelining of the South Vietnamese. By ignoring ARVN units, the U.S. commitment became open-ended.[204] Westmoreland outlined a three-point plan to win the war:


	Phase 1. Commitment of U.S. (and other free world) forces necessary to halt the losing trend by the end of 1965.

	Phase 2. U.S. and allied forces mount major offensive actions to seize the initiative to destroy guerrilla and organized enemy forces. This phase would end when the enemy had been worn down, thrown on the defensive, and driven back from major populated areas.

	Phase 3. If the enemy persisted, a period of twelve to eighteen months following Phase 2 would be required for the final destruction of enemy forces remaining in remote base areas.[205]




The plan was approved by Johnson and marked a profound departure from the previous administration's insistence that the government of South Vietnam was responsible for defeating the guerrillas. Westmoreland predicted victory by the end of 1967.[206] Johnson did not, however, communicate this change in strategy to the media. Instead he emphasized continuity.[207] The change in U.S. policy depended on matching the North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong in a contest of attrition[image: External link] and morale[image: External link]. The opponents were locked in a cycle of escalation[image: External link].[208] The idea that the government of South Vietnam could manage its own affairs was shelved.[208]

The one-year tour of duty[image: External link] of American soldiers deprived units of experienced leadership. As one observer noted "we were not in Vietnam for 10 years, but for one year 10 times."[194] As a result, training programs were shortened.

South Vietnam was inundated with manufactured goods. As Stanley Karnow writes, "the main PX [Post Exchange], located in the Saigon suburb of Cholon[image: External link], was only slightly smaller than the New York Bloomingdale's[image: External link] ..."[209] The American buildup transformed the economy and had a profound effect on South Vietnamese society. A huge surge in corruption was witnessed.

Washington encouraged its SEATO[image: External link] allies to contribute troops. Australia, New Zealand, South Korea, Thailand, and the Philippines[210] all agreed to send troops. Major allies, however, notably NATO[image: External link] nations Canada and the United Kingdom, declined Washington's troop requests.[211] The U.S. and its allies mounted complex operations, such as operations Masher[image: External link], Attleboro[image: External link], Cedar Falls[image: External link], and Junction City[image: External link]. However, the communist insurgents remained elusive and demonstrated great tactical[image: External link] flexibility.

Meanwhile, the political situation in South Vietnam began to stabilize with the coming to power of prime minister Air Marshal Nguyễn Cao Kỳ[image: External link] and figurehead Chief of State, General Nguyễn Văn Thiệu[image: External link], in mid-1965 at the head of a military junta. This ended a series of coups that had happened more than once a year. In 1967, Thieu became president with Ky as his deputy, after rigged elections. Although they were nominally a civilian government, Ky was supposed to maintain real power through a behind-the-scenes military body. However, Thieu outmaneuvered and sidelined Ky by filling the ranks with generals from his faction. Thieu was also accused of murdering Ky loyalists through contrived military accidents. Thieu, mistrustful and indecisive, remained president until 1975, having won a one-candidate election in 1971.[212] [213]

The Johnson administration employed a "policy of minimum candor"[214] in its dealings with the media. Military information officers sought to manage media coverage by emphasizing stories that portrayed progress in the war. Over time, this policy damaged the public trust in official pronouncements. As the media's coverage of the war and that of the Pentagon diverged, a so-called credibility gap[image: External link] developed.[214]
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Main article: Tet Offensive[image: External link]


In late 1967 the Communists lured American forces into the hinterlands at Đắk Tô[image: External link] and at the Marine Khe Sanh combat base[image: External link] in Quảng Trị Province[image: External link] where the United States was more than willing to fight because it could unleash its massive firepower unimpeded by civilians. However, on 30 January 1968, the NVA and the Viet Cong broke the truce that traditionally accompanied the Tết[image: External link] (Lunar New Year) holiday by launching the largest battle of the war, the Tet Offensive, in the hope of sparking a national uprising. Over 100 cities were attacked by over 85,000 enemy troops including assaults on General Westmoreland's headquarters and the U.S. Embassy in Saigon[image: External link].[215]

Although the U.S. and South Vietnamese forces were initially shocked by the scale of the urban offensive, they responded quickly and effectively, decimating the ranks of the Viet Cong. In the former capital city of Huế[image: External link], the combined NVA and Viet Cong troops captured the Imperial Citadel and much of the city and massacred over 3,000 unarmed Huế[image: External link] civilians.[216] In the following Battle of Huế[image: External link] American forces employed massive firepower that left 80 percent of the city in ruins.[217] Further north, at Quảng Trị City, members of the 1st Cavalry Division[image: External link] and 1st ARVN Infantry Division killed more than 900 NVA and Vietcong troops in and around the city.[218][219] In Saigon, 1,000 NLF (Viet Cong) fighters fought off 11,000 U.S. and ARVN troops for three weeks.

Across South Vietnam, 1,100 Americans and other allied troops, 2,100 ARVN, 14,000 civilians, and 32,000 NVA and Viet Cong lay dead.[219][220]

But the Tet Offensive had another, unintended consequence. General Westmoreland had become the public face of the war. He had been named Time magazine's 1965's Man of the Year and eventually was featured on the magazine's cover three times.[221] Time described him as "the sinewy personification of the American fighting man ... [who] directed the historic buildup, drew up the battle plans, and infused the… men under him with his own idealistic view of U.S. aims and responsibilities."[221] Six weeks after the Tet Offensive began, "public approval of his overall performance dropped from 48 percent to 36 percent–and, more dramatically, endorsement for his handling of the war fell from 40 percent to 26 percent."[222]

A few months earlier, in November 1967, Westmoreland had spearheaded a public relations drive for the Johnson administration to bolster flagging public support.[223] In a speech before the National Press Club[image: External link] he had said a point in the war had been reached "where the end comes into view."[224] Thus, the public was shocked and confused when Westmoreland's predictions were trumped by Tet.[223] The American media, which had until then been largely supportive of U.S. efforts, turned on the Johnson administration for what had become an increasing credibility gap.

Although the Tet Offensive was a significant victory for allied forces, in terms of casualties and control of territory, it was a sound defeat when evaluated from the point of view of strategic consequences: it became a turning point in America's involvement in the Vietnam War because it had a profound impact on domestic support for the conflict. Despite the military failure for the Communist forces, the Tet Offensive became a political victory for them and ended the career of president Lyndon B. Johnson, who declined to run for re-election as his approval rating slumped from 48 to 36 percent.[223] As James Witz noted, Tet "contradicted the claims of progress ... made by the Johnson administration and the military".[223] The offensive constituted an intelligence failure[image: External link] on the scale of Pearl Harbor[image: External link].[210][225] Journalist Peter Arnett[image: External link], in a disputed article, quoted an officer he refused to identify,[226] saying of Bến Tre[image: External link] (laid to rubble by U.S. attacks)[227] that "it became necessary to destroy the village in order to save it".[228]

Walter Cronkite[image: External link] said in an editorial, "To say that we are closer to victory today is to believe, in the face of the evidence, the optimists who have been wrong in the past. To suggest we are on the edge of defeat is to yield to unreasonable pessimism. To say that we are mired in stalemate seems the only realistic, yet unsatisfactory, conclusion."[229][230] Following Cronkite's editorial report, President Lyndon Johnson[image: External link] is reported to have said, "If I've lost Cronkite, I've lost Middle America[image: External link]."[231][232]

Westmoreland became Chief of Staff of the Army in March 1968, just as all resistance was finally subdued. The move was technically a promotion. However, his position had become untenable because of the offensive and because his request for 200,000 additional troops had been leaked to the media. Westmoreland was succeeded by his deputy Creighton Abrams[image: External link], a commander less inclined to public media pronouncements.[233]

On 10 May 1968, despite low expectations, peace talks[image: External link] began between the United States and North Vietnam in Paris. Negotiations stagnated for five months, until Johnson gave orders to halt the bombing of North Vietnam.

As historian Robert Dallek[image: External link] writes, "Lyndon Johnson's escalation of the war in Vietnam divided Americans into warring camps ... cost 30,000 American lives by the time he left office, [and] destroyed Johnson's presidency ..."[234] His refusal to send more U.S. troops to Vietnam was seen as Johnson's admission that the war was lost.[235] In effect, Johnson found that the Vietnam War was no easier to prosecute than the Korean war, learning from experience that China was likely to intervene directly if Hanoi's survival was threatened. Likewise, the Soviet Union would respond by providing more supplies and equipment to reaise the cost for U.S. involvement, weakening their defenses in Europe and in the worse case trigger a nuclear confrontation.[177] It can be seen that the refusal was a tacit admission that the war could not be won by escalation, at least not at a cost acceptable to the American people.[235] As Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara noted, "the dangerous illusion of victory by the United States was therefore dead."[236]

Vietnam was a major political issue during the United States presidential election in 1968[image: External link]. The election was won by Republican party candidate Richard Nixon.
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U.S. President Richard Nixon began troop withdrawals in 1969. His plan, called the Nixon Doctrine[image: External link], was to build up the ARVN, so that they could take over the defense of South Vietnam. The policy became known as " Vietnamization[image: External link]".

Nixon said in 1970 in an announcement, "I am tonight announcing plans for the withdrawal of an additional 150,000 American troops to be completed during the spring of next year. This will bring a total reduction of 265,500 men in our armed forces in Vietnam below the level that existed when we took office 15 months ago."[237]

On 10 October 1969, Nixon ordered a squadron of 18 B-52s[image: External link] loaded with nuclear weapons to race to the border of Soviet airspace[image: External link] to convince the Soviet Union, in accord with the madman theory[image: External link], that he was capable of anything to end the Vietnam War.

Nixon also pursued negotiations. Theater commander Creighton Abrams[image: External link] shifted to smaller operations, aimed at communist logistics, with better use of firepower and more cooperation with the ARVN. Nixon also began to pursue détente[image: External link] with the Soviet Union and rapprochement with China[image: External link]. This policy helped to decrease global tensions. Détente led to nuclear arms reduction on the part of both superpowers. But Nixon was disappointed that China and the Soviet Union continued to supply the North Vietnamese with aid. In September 1969, Ho Chi Minh died at age seventy-nine.[238]

The anti-war movement was gaining strength in the United States. Nixon appealed to the "silent majority[image: External link]" of Americans who he said supported the war without showing it in public. But revelations of the My Lai Massacre[image: External link], in which a U.S. Army platoon[image: External link] raped and killed civilians, and the 1969 "Green Beret Affair[image: External link]" where eight Special Forces soldiers, including the 5th Special Forces Group Commander, were arrested for the murder[239] of a suspected double agent[240] provoked national and international outrage.

Beginning in 1970, American troops were withdrawn from border areas where most of the fighting took place, and instead redeployed along the coast and interior, which is one reason why casualties in 1970 were less than half of 1969's totals.[237]
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Prince Norodom Sihanouk[image: External link] had proclaimed Cambodia neutral since 1955,[241] but the communists used Cambodian soil as a base and Sihanouk tolerated their presence, because he wished to avoid being drawn into a wider regional conflict. Under pressure from Washington, however, he changed this policy in 1969. The Vietnamese communists were no longer welcome. President Nixon took the opportunity to launch a massive bombing campaign, called Operation Menu, against communist sanctuaries along the Cambodia/Vietnam border. Only five high-ranking Congressional officials were informed of Operation Menu.[242]

In 1970, Prince Sihanouk was deposed[image: External link] by his pro-American prime minister Lon Nol[image: External link]. North Vietnam invaded Cambodia in 1970 at the request of Khmer Rouge[image: External link] deputy leader Nuon Chea[image: External link].[243] U.S. and ARVN forces launched an invasion into Cambodia[image: External link] to attack NVA and Viet Cong bases.

This invasion sparked nationwide U.S. protests[image: External link] as Nixon had promised to deescalate the American involvement. Four students were killed by National Guardsmen[image: External link] at Kent State University[image: External link] during a protest in Ohio, which provoked further public outrage in the United States. The reaction to the incident by the Nixon administration was seen as callous and indifferent, providing additional impetus for the anti-war movement.[244] The U.S. Air Force continued to heavily bomb Cambodia in support of the Cambodian government as part of Operation Freedom Deal[image: External link].

In 1971 the Pentagon Papers[image: External link] were leaked to The New York Times. The top-secret history of U.S. involvement in Vietnam, commissioned by the Department of Defense, detailed a long series of public deceptions on the part of the U.S. government. The Supreme Court ruled that its publication was legal.[245]

The ARVN launched Operation Lam Son 719[image: External link] in February 1971, aimed at cutting the Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos.[159] The ostensibly neutral Laos had long been the scene of a civil war, pitting the Laotian government[image: External link] backed by the US against the Pathet Lao[image: External link] and its North Vietnamese allies. After meeting resistance, ARVN forces retreated in a confused rout. They fled along roads littered with their own dead. When they exhausted fuel supplies, soldiers abandoned their vehicles and attempted to barge their way on to American helicopters sent to evacuate the wounded. Many ARVN soldiers clung to helicopter skids in a desperate attempt to save themselves. U.S. aircraft had to destroy abandoned equipment, including tanks, to prevent them from falling into enemy hands. Half of the ARVN troops involved in the operation were either captured or killed. The operation was a fiasco and represented a clear failure of Vietnamization. As Karnow noted "the blunders were monumental… The (South Vietnamese) government's top officers had been tutored by the Americans for ten or fifteen years, many at training schools in the United States, yet they had learned little."[246]

In 1971 Australia and New Zealand withdrew their soldiers. The U.S. troop count was further reduced to 196,700, with a deadline to remove another 45,000 troops by February 1972. As peace protests[image: External link] spread across the United States, disillusionment and ill-discipline grew in the ranks[247] including increased drug use, " fragging[image: External link]" (the act of murdering the commander of a fighting unit) and desertions.[248]

Vietnamization was again tested by the Easter Offensive[image: External link] of 1972, a massive conventional NVA invasion of South Vietnam. The NVA and Viet Cong quickly overran the northern provinces and in coordination with other forces attacked from Cambodia, threatening to cut the country in half. U.S. troop withdrawals continued. American airpower responded, beginning Operation Linebacker[image: External link], and the offensive was halted. However, it became clear that without American airpower South Vietnam could not survive. The last remaining American ground troops were withdrawn by the end of March 1973; U.S. naval and air forces remained in the Gulf of Tonkin, as well as Thailand and Guam.[249]
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The war was the central issue of the 1972 U.S. presidential election[image: External link]. Nixon's opponent, George McGovern[image: External link], campaigned on a platform of withdrawal from Vietnam. Nixon's National Security Advisor, Henry Kissinger[image: External link], continued secret negotiations with North Vietnam's Lê Đức Thọ[image: External link]. In October 1972, they reached an agreement.

However, South Vietnamese president Thieu demanded massive changes to the peace accord. When North Vietnam went public with the agreement's details, the Nixon administration claimed that the North was attempting to embarrass the president. The negotiations became deadlocked. Hanoi demanded new changes.

To show his support for South Vietnam and force Hanoi back to the negotiating table, Nixon ordered Operation Linebacker II[image: External link], a massive bombing of Hanoi and Haiphong 18–29 December 1972. The offensive destroyed much of the remaining economic and industrial capacity of North Vietnam. Simultaneously Nixon pressured Thieu to accept the terms of the agreement, threatening to conclude a bilateral peace deal and cut off American aid.

On 15 January 1973, Nixon announced the suspension of offensive action against North Vietnam. The Paris Peace Accords[image: External link] on "Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam" were signed on 27 January 1973, officially ending direct U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War. A cease-fire was declared across North and South Vietnam. U.S. prisoners of war were released. The agreement guaranteed the territorial integrity of Vietnam and, like the Geneva Conference[image: External link] of 1954, called for national elections in the North and South. The Paris Peace Accords stipulated a sixty-day period for the total withdrawal of U.S. forces. "This article", noted Peter Church, "proved… to be the only one of the Paris Agreements which was fully carried out."[250]
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Main article: Opposition to United States involvement in the Vietnam War[image: External link]


During the course of the Vietnam War a large segment of the American population came to be opposed to U.S. involvement in South Vietnam. Public opinion steadily turned against the war following 1967 and by 1970 only a third of Americans believed that the U.S. had not made a mistake by sending troops to fight in Vietnam.[251]

Nearly a third of the American population were strongly against the war. It is possible to specify certain groups who led the anti-war movement and the reasons why. Many young people protested because they were the ones being drafted[image: External link] while others were against the war because the anti-war movement grew increasingly popular among the counterculture[image: External link] and drug culture in American society and its music.

Some advocates within the peace movement advocated a unilateral[image: External link] withdrawal of U.S. forces from Vietnam. One reason given for the withdrawal is that it would contribute to a lessening of tensions in the region and thus less human bloodshed. Early opposition to U.S. involvement in Vietnam drew its inspiration from the Geneva Conference of 1954[image: External link]. American support of Diệm in refusing elections was seen as thwarting the very democracy that America claimed to be supporting. John F. Kennedy, while Senator, opposed involvement in Vietnam.[188]

Opposition to the Vietnam War tended to unite groups opposed to U.S. anti-communism and imperialism[image: External link][252] and, for those involved with the New Left[image: External link] such as the Catholic Worker Movement[image: External link]. Others, such as Stephen Spiro[image: External link] opposed the war based on the theory of Just War[image: External link]. Some wanted to show solidarity with the people of Vietnam, such as Norman Morrison[image: External link] emulating the actions of Thích Quảng Đức[image: External link]. In a key televised debate from 15 May 1965, Eric Severeid reporting for CBS conducted a debate between McGeorge Bundy[image: External link] and Hans Morgenthau[image: External link] dealing with an acute summary of the main war concerns of the U.S. as seen at that time stating them as: "(1) What are the justifications for the American presence in Vietnam – why are we there? (2) What is the fundamental nature of this war? Is it aggression from North Vietnam or is it basically, a civil war between the peoples of South Vietnam? (3) What are the implications of this Vietnam struggle in terms of Communist China's power and aims and future actions? And (4) What are the alternatives to our present policy in Vietnam?"[253][254]

High-profile opposition to the Vietnam War turned to street protests in an effort to turn U.S. political opinion. On 15 October 1969, the Vietnam Moratorium[image: External link] attracted millions of Americans.[255] Riots broke out at the 1968 Democratic National Convention[image: External link] during protests against the war.[256] After news reports of American military abuses[image: External link] such as the 1968 My Lai Massacre[image: External link], brought new attention and support to the anti-war movement, some veterans joined Vietnam Veterans Against the War[image: External link]. The fatal shooting[image: External link] of four students at Kent State University[image: External link] in 1970 led to nationwide university protests.[257] Anti-war protests ended with the final withdrawal of troops after the Paris Peace Accords[image: External link] were signed in 1973. South Vietnam was left to defend itself alone when the fighting resumed. Many South Vietnamese subsequently fled to the United States.[258]
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The United States began drastically reducing their troop support in South Vietnam during the final years of Vietnamization[image: External link]. Many U.S. troops were removed from the region, and on 5 March 1971, the United States returned the 5th Special Forces Group[image: External link], which was the first American unit deployed to South Vietnam[image: External link], to its former base in Fort Bragg[image: External link], North Carolina[image: External link].[259] [A 5]

Under the Paris Peace Accords[image: External link], between North Vietnamese Foreign Minister Lê Đức Thọ[image: External link] and U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, and reluctantly signed by South Vietnamese president Thiệu[image: External link], U.S. military forces withdrew from South Vietnam and prisoners were exchanged. North Vietnam was allowed to continue supplying communist troops in the South, but only to the extent of replacing expended materiel. Later that year the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] was awarded to Kissinger and Thọ, but the Vietnamese negotiator declined it saying that a true peace did not yet exist.

The communist leaders had expected that the ceasefire terms would favor their side. But Saigon, bolstered by a surge of U.S. aid received just before the ceasefire went into effect, began to roll back the Viet Cong. The communists responded with a new strategy hammered out in a series of meetings in Hanoi in March 1973, according to the memoirs of Trần Văn Trà[image: External link].[262]

As the Viet Cong's top commander, Tra participated in several of these meetings. With U.S. bombings suspended, work on the Ho Chi Minh trail and other logistical structures could proceed unimpeded. Logistics would be upgraded until the North was in a position to launch a massive invasion of the South, projected for the 1975–76 dry season. Tra calculated that this date would be Hanoi's last opportunity to strike before Saigon's army could be fully trained.[262]

In the November 1972 Election, Democratic nominee George McGovern[image: External link] lost 49 of 50 states to the incumbent President Richard Nixon. On 15 March 1973, President Nixon implied that the United States would intervene militarily if the communist side violated the ceasefire. Public and congressional reaction to Nixon's trial balloon was unfavorable and in April Nixon appointed Graham Martin[image: External link] as U.S. ambassador to South Vietnam. During his confirmation hearings in June 1973, Secretary of Defense[image: External link] James R. Schlesinger[image: External link] stated that he would recommend resumption of U.S. bombing in North Vietnam if North Vietnam launched a major offensive against South Vietnam. On 4 June 1973, the U.S. Senate passed the Case–Church Amendment[image: External link] to prohibit such intervention.[263]

The oil price shock of October 1973[image: External link] following the Yom Kippur War[image: External link] in Egypt caused significant damage to the South Vietnamese economy. The Viet Cong resumed offensive operations when the dry season began and by January 1974 it had recaptured the territory it lost during the previous dry season. After two clashes that left 55 South Vietnamese soldiers dead, President Thieu announced on 4 January that the war had restarted and that the Paris Peace Accord was no longer in effect. There had been over 25,000 South Vietnamese casualties during the ceasefire period.[264]

Gerald Ford took over as U.S. president on 9 August 1974 after President Nixon resigned due to the Watergate scandal[image: External link]. At this time, Congress cut financial aid to South Vietnam from $1 billion a year to $700 million. The U.S. midterm elections in 1974 brought in a new Congress dominated by Democrats who were even more determined to confront the president on the war. Congress immediately voted in restrictions on funding and military activities to be phased in through 1975 and to culminate in a total cutoff of funding in 1976.

The success of the 1973–74 dry season offensive inspired Trà to return to Hanoi in October 1974 and plead for a larger offensive in the next dry season. This time, Trà could travel on a drivable highway with regular fueling stops, a vast change from the days when the Ho Chi Minh trail was a dangerous mountain trek.[265] Giáp, the North Vietnamese defense minister, was reluctant to approve Trà's plan. A larger offensive might provoke a U.S. reaction and interfere with the big push planned for 1976. Trà appealed over Giáp's head to first secretary Lê Duẩn[image: External link], who approved of the operation.

Trà's plan called for a limited offensive from Cambodia into Phước Long Province[image: External link]. The strike was designed to solve local logistical problems, gauge the reaction of South Vietnamese forces, and determine whether U.S. would return to the fray.

On 13 December 1974, North Vietnamese forces attacked Route 14 in Phước Long Province[image: External link]. Phuoc Binh, the provincial capital, fell on 6 January 1975. Ford desperately asked Congress for funds to assist and re-supply the South before it was overrun. Congress refused. The fall of Phuoc Binh and the lack of an American response left the South Vietnamese elite demoralized.

The speed of this success led the Politburo to reassess its strategy. It was decided that operations in the Central Highlands would be turned over to General Văn Tiến Dũng[image: External link] and that Pleiku should be seized, if possible. Before he left for the South, Dũng was addressed by Lê Duẩn: "Never have we had military and political conditions so perfect or a strategic advantage as great as we have now."[266]

At the start of 1975, the South Vietnamese had three times as much artillery and twice the number of tanks and armored cars as the opposition. They also had 1,400 aircraft and a two-to-one numerical superiority in combat troops over their Communist enemies.[267] However, the rising oil prices meant that much of this could not be used. They faced a well-organized, highly determined and well-funded North Vietnam. Much of the North's material and financial support came from the communist bloc. Within South Vietnam, there was increasing chaos. The departure of the American military had compromised an economy dependent on U.S. financial support and the presence of a large number of U.S. troops. South Vietnam suffered from the global recession that followed the Arab oil embargo[image: External link].
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See also: 1975 Spring Offensive[image: External link], Battle of Ban Me Thuot[image: External link], and Hue–Da Nang Campaign[image: External link]


On 10 March 1975, General Dung launched Campaign 275, a limited offensive into the Central Highlands, supported by tanks and heavy artillery. The target was Buôn Ma Thuột[image: External link], in Đắk Lắk Province[image: External link]. If the town could be taken, the provincial capital of Pleiku[image: External link] and the road to the coast would be exposed for a planned campaign in 1976. The ARVN proved incapable of resisting the onslaught, and its forces collapsed on 11 March. Once again, Hanoi was surprised by the speed of their success. Dung now urged the Politburo to allow him to seize Pleiku immediately and then turn his attention to Kon Tum[image: External link]. He argued that with two months of good weather remaining until the onset of the monsoon, it would be irresponsible to not take advantage of the situation.[35]

President Nguyễn Văn Thiệu[image: External link], a former general, was fearful that his forces would be cut off in the north by the attacking communists; Thieu ordered a retreat. The president declared this to be a "lighten the top and keep the bottom" strategy. But in what appeared to be a repeat of Operation Lam Son 719[image: External link], the withdrawal soon turned into a bloody rout. While the bulk of ARVN forces attempted to flee, isolated units fought desperately. ARVN General Phu abandoned Pleiku and Kon Tum and retreated toward the coast, in what became known as the "column of tears".[35]

As the ARVN tried to disengage from the enemy, refugees mixed in with the line of retreat. The poor condition of roads and bridges, damaged by years of conflict and neglect, slowed Phu's column. As the North Vietnamese forces approached, panic set in. Often abandoned by the officers, the soldiers and civilians were shelled incessantly. The retreat degenerated into a desperate scramble for the coast. By 1 April the "column of tears" was all but annihilated.[35]

On 20 March, Thieu reversed himself and ordered Huế, Vietnam's third-largest city, be held at all costs, and then changed his policy several times. Thieu's contradictory orders confused and demoralized his officer corps. As the North Vietnamese launched their attack, panic set in, and ARVN resistance withered. On 22 March, the NVA opened the siege of Huế. Civilians flooded the airport and the docks hoping for any mode of escape. Some even swam out to sea to reach boats and barges anchored offshore. In the confusion, routed ARVN soldiers fired on civilians to make way for their retreat.[35]

On 25 March, after a three-day battle, Huế fell. As resistance in Huế collapsed, North Vietnamese rockets rained down on Da Nang[image: External link] and its airport. By 28 March 35,000 VPA troops were poised to attack the suburbs. By 30 March 100,000 leaderless ARVN troops surrendered as the NVA marched victoriously through Da Nang. With the fall of the city, the defense of the Central Highlands and Northern provinces came to an end.[35]
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For more details on the final North Vietnamese offensive, see Ho Chi Minh Campaign[image: External link].

With the northern half of the country under their control, the Politburo ordered General Dung to launch the final offensive against Saigon. The operational plan for the Ho Chi Minh Campaign[image: External link] called for the capture of Saigon before 1 May. Hanoi wished to avoid the coming monsoon and prevent any redeployment of ARVN forces defending the capital. Northern forces, their morale boosted by their recent victories, rolled on, taking Nha Trang, Cam Ranh, and Da Lat.

On 7 April, three North Vietnamese divisions attacked Xuân Lộc[image: External link], 40 miles (64 km) east of Saigon. The North Vietnamese met fierce resistance at Xuân Lộc from the ARVN 18th Division[image: External link], who were outnumbered six to one. For two bloody weeks, severe fighting raged as the ARVN defenders made a last stand[image: External link] to try to block the North Vietnamese advance. By 21 April, however, the exhausted garrison were ordered to withdraw towards Saigon.

An embittered and tearful president Thieu resigned on the same day, declaring that the United States had betrayed South Vietnam. In a scathing attack, he suggested U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger had tricked him into signing the Paris peace agreement two years earlier, promising military aid that failed to materialize. Having transferred power to Trần Văn Hương[image: External link], he left for Taiwan[image: External link] on 25 April. At the same time, North Vietnamese tanks had reached Biên Hòa[image: External link] and turned toward Saigon, brushing aside isolated ARVN units along the way.

By the end of April, the ARVN had collapsed on all fronts except in the Mekong Delta[image: External link]. Thousands of refugees streamed southward, ahead of the main communist onslaught. On 27 April 100,000 North Vietnamese troops encircled Saigon. The city was defended by about 30,000 ARVN troops. To hasten a collapse and foment panic, the NVA shelled the airport and forced its closure. With the air exit closed, large numbers of civilians found that they had no way out.
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Main article: Fall of Saigon[image: External link]


Further information: Operation Frequent Wind[image: External link]


Chaos, unrest, and panic broke out as hysterical South Vietnamese officials and civilians scrambled to leave Saigon. Martial law[image: External link] was declared. American helicopters began evacuating South Vietnamese, U.S., and foreign nationals from various parts of the city and from the U.S. embassy compound. Operation Frequent Wind[image: External link] had been delayed until the last possible moment, because of U.S. Ambassador Graham Martin[image: External link]'s belief that Saigon could be held and that a political settlement could be reached.

Schlesinger announced early in the morning of 29 April 1975 the evacuation from Saigon[image: External link] by helicopter of the last U.S. diplomatic, military, and civilian personnel. Frequent Wind was arguably the largest helicopter evacuation in history. It began on 29 April, in an atmosphere of desperation, as hysterical crowds of Vietnamese vied for limited space. Martin pleaded with Washington to dispatch $700 million in emergency aid to bolster the regime and help it mobilize fresh military reserves. But American public opinion had soured on this conflict.

In the United States, South Vietnam was perceived as doomed. President Gerald Ford had given a televised speech on 23 April, declaring an end to the Vietnam War and all U.S. aid. Frequent Wind continued around the clock, as North Vietnamese tanks breached defenses on the outskirts of Saigon. In the early morning hours of 30 April, the last U.S. Marines evacuated the embassy by helicopter, as civilians swamped the perimeter and poured into the grounds. Many of them had been employed by the Americans and were left to their fate.

On 30 April 1975, NVA troops entered the city of Saigon and quickly overcame all resistance, capturing key buildings and installations. A tank from the 324th Division crashed through the gates of the Independence Palace[image: External link] at 11:30 am local time and the Viet Cong flag was raised above it. President Dương Văn Minh[image: External link], who had succeeded Huong two days earlier, surrendered.[268]
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2,000 years of Chinese-Vietnamese enmity[image: External link] and hundreds of years of Chinese and Russian mutual suspicions[image: External link] were suspended when they united against us in Vietnam.

— Richard Holbrooke[image: External link], 1985[269]
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 People's Republic of China




In 1950, the People's Republic of China extended diplomatic recognition[image: External link] to the Viet Minh[image: External link]'s Democratic Republic of Vietnam[image: External link] and sent weapons, as well as military advisers led by Luo Guibo[image: External link] to assist the Viet Minh in its war with the French[image: External link]. The first draft of the 1954 Geneva Accords[image: External link] was negotiated by French prime minister Pierre Mendès France[image: External link] and Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai[image: External link] who, fearing U.S. intervention, urged the Viet Minh to accept a partition at the 17th parallel[image: External link].[270]

China's support for North Vietnam included both financial aid and the deployment of hundreds of thousands of military personnel in support roles. In the summer of 1962, Mao Zedong[image: External link] agreed to supply Hanoi with 90,000 rifles and guns free of charge. Starting in 1965, China sent anti-aircraft[image: External link] units and engineering battalions[image: External link] to North Vietnam to repair the damage caused by American bombing, man anti-aircraft batteries, rebuild roads and railroads, transport supplies, and perform other engineering works. This freed North Vietnamese army units for combat in the South. China sent 320,000 troops and annual arms shipments worth $180 million.[271] The Chinese military claims to have caused 38% of American air losses in the war.[28] China claimed that its military and economic aid to North Vietnam and the Viet Cong totaled $20 billion (approx. $143 billion adjusted for inflation in 2015) during the Vietnam War.[28] Included in that aid were donations of 5 million tons of food to North Vietnam (equivalent to NV food production in a single year), accounting for 10-15% of the North Vietnamese food supply by the 1970s.[28]



	Military aid given to North Vietnam by the People's Republic of China



	Date
	1964
	1965
	1966
	1967
	1968
	1969
	1970
	1971
	1972
	1973
	1974
	1975
	Total



	Guns
	80,500
	220,767
	141,531
	146,600
	219,899
	139,900
	101,800
	143,100
	189,000
	233,500
	164,500
	141,800
	1,922,897



	Artillery pieces
	1,205
	4,439
	3,362
	3,984
	7,087
	3,906
	2,212
	7,898
	9,238
	9,912
	6,406
	4,880
	64,529



	Bullets
	25,240,000
	114,010,000
	178,120,000
	147,000,000
	247,920,000
	119,117,000
	29,010,000
	57,190,000
	40,000,000
	40,000,000
	30,000,000
	20,600,000
	1,048,207,000



	Artillery shells
	335,000
	1,800,000
	1,066,000
	1,363,000
	2,082,000
	1,357,000
	397,000
	1,899,000
	2,210,000
	2,210,000
	1,390,000
	965,000
	17,074,000



	Radio transmitters
	426
	2,779
	1,568
	2,464
	1,854
	2,210
	950
	2,464
	4,370
	4,335
	5,148
	2,240
	30,808



	Telephones
	2,941
	9,502
	2,235
	2,289
	3,313
	3,453
	1,600
	4,424
	5,905
	6,447
	4,663
	2,150
	48,922



	Tanks
	16
	 ?
	 ?
	26
	18
	 ?
	 ?
	80
	220
	120
	80
	 ?
	560



	Planes
	18
	2
	 ?
	70
	 ?
	 ?
	 ?
	4
	14
	36
	 ?
	20
	164



	Automobiles
	25
	114
	96
	435
	454
	162
	 ?
	4,011
	8,758
	1,210
	506
	 ?
	15,771




Sino-Soviet relations[image: External link] soured after the Soviets invaded Czechoslovakia[image: External link] in August 1968. In October, the Chinese demanded North Vietnam cut relations with Moscow, but Hanoi refused.[273] The Chinese began to withdraw in November 1968 in preparation for a clash with the Soviets, which occurred at Zhenbao Island[image: External link] in March 1969. The Chinese also began financing the Khmer Rouge[image: External link] as a counterweight to the Vietnamese communists at this time.

China "armed and trained" the Khmer Rouge during the civil war and continued to aid them for years afterward.[274] The Khmer Rouge launched ferocious raids into Vietnam in 1975–1978. When Vietnam responded with an invasion that toppled the Khmer Rouge, China launched a brief, punitive invasion of Vietnam in 1979[image: External link].
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Soviet ships in the South China Sea gave vital early warnings to Viet Cong[image: External link] forces in South Vietnam. The Soviet intelligence ships would pick up American B-52[image: External link] bombers flying from Okinawa[image: External link] and Guam[image: External link]. Their airspeed and direction would be noted and then relayed to COSVN[image: External link], North Vietnam's southern headquarters. Using airspeed and direction, COSVN analysts would calculate the bombing target and tell any assets to move "perpendicularly to the attack trajectory." These advance warning gave them time to move out of the way of the bombers, and, while the bombing runs caused extensive damage, because of the early warnings from 1968 to 1970 they did not kill a single military or civilian leader in the headquarters complexes.[275]

The Soviet Union supplied North Vietnam with medical supplies, arms, tanks, planes, helicopters, artillery, anti-aircraft missiles and other military equipment. Soviet crews fired Soviet-made surface-to-air missiles[image: External link] at U.S. F-4 Phantoms[image: External link], which were shot down over Thanh Hóa in 1965. Over a dozen Soviet citizens lost their lives in this conflict. Following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, Russian officials acknowledged that the Soviet Union had stationed up to 3,000 troops in Vietnam during the war.[276]

Some Russian sources give more specific numbers: Between 1953 and 1991, the hardware donated by the Soviet Union included 2,000 tanks, 1,700 APCs[image: External link], 7,000 artillery guns, over 5,000 anti-aircraft guns, 158 surface-to-air missile launchers, 120 helicopters. During the war, the Soviets sent North Vietnam annual arms shipments worth $450 million.[277][278] From July 1965 to the end of 1974, fighting in Vietnam was observed by some 6,500 officers and generals, as well as more than 4,500 soldiers and sergeants of the Soviet Armed Forces. In addition, Soviet military schools and academies began training Vietnamese soldiers – in all more than 10,000 military personnel.[279]
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As a result of a decision of the Korean Workers' Party[image: External link] in October 1966, in early 1967 North Korea[image: External link] sent a fighter squadron to North Vietnam to back up the North Vietnamese 921st and 923rd fighter squadrons defending Hanoi. They stayed through 1968, and 200 pilots were reported to have served.[280]

In addition, at least two anti-aircraft artillery regiments were sent as well. North Korea also sent weapons, ammunition and two million sets of uniforms to their comrades in North Vietnam.[281] Kim Il-sung[image: External link] is reported to have told his pilots to "fight in the war as if the Vietnamese sky were their own".[282]
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 Cuba




The contribution to North Vietnam by the Republic of Cuba[image: External link], under Fidel Castro[image: External link] have been recognized several times by representatives of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.[283] Fidel Castro mentioned in his discourses the Batallón Girón (Giron Battalion) as comprising the Cuban contingent that served as military advisors[image: External link] during the war.[284] In this battalion, alongside the Cubans, fought Nguyễn Thị Định[image: External link], founding member of the Viet Cong, who later became the first female Major General in the North Vietnamese Army.[285] There are numerous allegations by former U.S. prisoners of war[image: External link] that Cuban military personnel were present at North Vietnamese prison facilities during the war and that they participated in torture activities, in what is known as the "Cuba Program".[286][287][288][289][290] Witnesses to this include Senator John McCain, 2008 U.S. Presidential candidate[image: External link] and former Vietnam prisoner of war, according to his 1999 book Faith of My Fathers[image: External link].[291] Benjamin Gilman, a Vietnam War POW/MIA issue[image: External link] advocate, claim evidence that Cuba's military and non-military involvement may have run into the "thousands" of personnel.[292] Fidel Castro visited in person Quảng Trị province[image: External link], held by North Vietnam after the Easter Offensive[image: External link] to show his support for the Viet Cong.[293]
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Main article: Military history of South Korea during the Vietnam War[image: External link]


On the anti-communist[image: External link] side, South Korea[image: External link] (a.k.a. the Republic of Korea, ROK) had the second-largest contingent of foreign troops in South Vietnam after the United States. In November 1961, Park Chung-hee[image: External link] proposed South Korean participation in the war to John F. Kennedy, but Kennedy disagreed.[294] On 1 May 1964 Lyndon Johnson[image: External link] requested South Korean participation.[294] The first South Korean troops began arriving in 1964 and large combat formations began arriving a year later. The ROK Marine Corps[image: External link] dispatched their 2nd Marine Brigade[image: External link] while the ROK Army sent the Capital Division[image: External link] and later the 9th Infantry Division[image: External link]. In August 1966 after the arrival of the 9th Division the Koreans established a corps command, the Republic of Korea Forces Vietnam Field Command, near I Field Force, Vietnam[image: External link] at Nha Trang[image: External link].[295] The South Koreans soon developed a reputation for effectiveness, reportedly conducting counterinsurgency operations so well that American commanders felt that the South Korean area of responsibility was the safest.[296]

Approximately 320,000 South Korean soldiers were sent to Vietnam,[297] each serving a one-year tour of duty. Maximum troop levels peaked at 50,000 in 1968, however all were withdrawn by 1973.[298] About 5,099 South Koreans were killed and 10,962 wounded during the war. South Korea claimed to have killed 41,000 Viet Cong fighters.[297] The United States paid South Korean soldiers 236 million dollars for their efforts in Vietnam,[297] and South Korean GNP[image: External link] increased five-fold during the war.[297]
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 Australia and New Zealand




Main articles: Military history of Australia during the Vietnam War[image: External link] and New Zealand in the Vietnam War[image: External link]


Australia and New Zealand, close allies of the United States and members of the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization[image: External link] (SEATO) and the ANZUS[image: External link] military co-operation treaty, sent ground troops to Vietnam. Both nations had gained experience in counterinsurgency and jungle warfare during the Malayan Emergency[image: External link] and World War II. Their governments subscribed to the Domino theory[image: External link]. Australia began by sending advisors to Vietnam in 1962, and combat troops were committed in 1965.[299] New Zealand began by sending a detachment of engineers and an artillery battery, and then started sending special forces and regular infantry which were attached to Australian formations.[300] Australia's peak commitment was 7,672 combat troops and New Zealand's 552. More than 60,000 Australian personnel were involved during the course of the war, of which 521 were killed and more than 3,000 wounded.[301] Approximately 3,500 New Zealanders served in Vietnam, with 37 killed and 187 wounded.[302] Most Australians and New Zealanders served in the 1st Australian Task Force[image: External link] in Phước Tuy Province[image: External link].[299]
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Some 10,450 Filipino troops were dispatched to South Vietnam. They were primarily engaged in medical and other civilian pacification projects. These forces operated under the designation PHLCAG-V or Philippine Civic Action Group-Vietnam. More noteworthy was the fact that the naval base in Subic Bay[image: External link] was used for the U.S. Seventh Fleet[image: External link] from 1964 till the end of the war in 1975.[303][304] The Navy base in Subic bay[image: External link] and the Air force base at Clark[image: External link] achieved maximum functionality during the war and supported an estimated 80,000 locals in allied tertiary businesses from shoe making to prostitution.[305]





OEBPS/Images/next.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026859666.jpg





OEBPS/cover.jpg





OEBPS/Images/external.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026857839.jpg
Melania
Trump

7

by Wikipsdia contributors

e-Pedia





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026856375.jpg





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026861362.jpg
Prince Philip,
Duke of Edinburgh

by Wikipsdia contributors

e-Pedia





OEBPS/Images/toc.png





OEBPS/Images/previous.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026857518.jpg
John F.
Kennedy

by Wikipsdia contributors

e-Pedia





