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Getting the Most Out of
Spiritual Warfare


On the quiet, peaceful Sunday morning of December 7, 1941, at 7:55 a.m., two hundred Japanese aircraft attacked Pearl Harbor. We usually say that the attack came without warning, but that isn’t really true. On three separate occasions—October 16, November 24 and November 27—the commanders of the military forces at Pearl Harbor were told: “This dispatch is to be considered a war warning”; “Negotiations have ceased”; you should “execute an appropriate defensive deployment.” Yet in spite of these warnings, very little was done to prepare for battle. Admiral Kimmel even allowed part of his personnel to go on shore leave.

On the morning of the attack, Washington decoded a Japanese message to its ambassadors, asking them to set up a meeting with the U.S. Secretary of State at 1 p.m. (7:00 a.m. Pearl Harbor time)—a clear indication that war was at hand. The message was delivered to the Chief of Staff between 9 and 10 a.m., but he was out horseback riding and didn’t see the message until about 11:15 a.m. Even then, the message was sent to Pearl Harbor by telegram rather than telephone, and didn’t arrive in time.

Four hours before the attack a Japanese submarine was sighted by the destroyer U.S.S. Ward, but no report was made.

That same morning, privates George Elliot and Joseph Lockart noticed a large blip on their radar screens, which they interpreted as a squadron of aircraft approaching Pearl Harbor. They immediately phoned the information center, but the switchboard operator told them no one was there. A little while later, a Lieutenant Tyler called back and essentially told them to forget it.

Unfortunately, the United States has never been able to forget what happened later. Because the warnings of attack were ignored, approximately 2,300 Americans were killed, 1,300 were wounded and 1,000 were missing. Eighteen U.S. ships were hit, many were sunk, and more than 180 aircraft were destroyed or damaged. The following day the United States entered World War II.

Throughout the Bible, Christians are warned to prepare for spiritual warfare. But as we look around us on a typical Sunday morning, everything looks just as quiet and peaceful as it did before the attack on Pearl Harbor. We don’t see any apparent signs of hostility. There aren’t any enemy aircraft overhead. No guns are being fired. No bombs are exploding in our church.

Instead, one of the deacons is sleeping quietly on the back pew, undisturbed except for an occasional righteous elbow from his wife. A teenage girl is drawing pictures on the back of her bulletin. And the pastor is looking over his notes, getting ready for round two of his sermon. What could be more tranquil?

Yet if we want to avoid a spiritual version of Pearl Harbor, we need to take the Bible’s warnings seriously. So in this LifeGuide we are going to ask and answer three crucial questions: Who is our real enemy? What is their plan of attack? And how can we defend ourselves in battle and be victorious?


Suggestions for Individual Study

1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word.

2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.

3. Each study deals with a particular passage—so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to be studied. If you are studying a book, it will be helpful to read through the entire book prior to the first study. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.

4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.

Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.

5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names or places.

6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.

7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.




Suggestions for Members of a Group Study

1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.

2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.

3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses which are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in in-depth study on equal ground.

4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.

When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.

5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.

6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the study, you will find ways that you can take action individually and/or as a group.

7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.

8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at the back of the guide.
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Detecting
the Deceiver

  2 Corinthians 11:1-15  


In the movie Jurassic Park, Dr. Allen Grant and his team are digging for dinosaurs in the Badlands, near Snakewater, Montana. They set off a seismic charge, and the image of an ancient skeleton appears on the video screen. It’s a velociraptor—one of the most cunning and deadly predators ever to walk the earth. But a young boy visiting the site isn’t impressed. He says, “That doesn’t look very scary—more like a six-foot turkey.”

Dr. Grant responds by describing how a velociraptor goes about an attack: “You stare at him, and he just stares right back. And that’s when the attack comes—not from the front but from the side, from the other two raptors you didn’t even know were there.”

In spiritual warfare the most dangerous attacks come unexpectedly. Christians often focus their attention on spiritual enemies that are obvious and plainly visible. While our attention is focused on these obvious forms of evil, suddenly the most lethal attacks come from the sides, from satanic influences we didn’t even know were there. In other words, the greatest threats to our faith, our families and our church do not come from the demonic influences we can see but from those that we cannot see—the ones that are so cunning that they are virtually invisible.

 

GROUP DISCUSSION. What are some examples of the plainly visible evil we tend to focus on?

 

 

Why do we focus on these things?

 

PERSONAL REFLECTION. What invisible enemies have you struggled with in the past?

 

 

We cannot fight an enemy we cannot see. So in this passage we will look at some of the disguises Satan wears, so that we can see behind his masks. We will look at some of the deceitful practices he uses, so that we won’t be fooled. Read 2 Corinthians 11:1-15.

1. In this passage how does Paul compare himself to and contrast himself with the “false apostles” in Corinth (vv. 1-15)?


2. How are the dangers the Corinthians faced similar to those Eve faced when she first met the serpent (vv. 1-3)?


3. Why is it more effective for deceivers to distort the gospel than to deny it altogether, or to preach a different Jesus rather than no Jesus at all (v. 4)?
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