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Modernisme is the Catalan 

name for Art Nouveau, which is also called 

Jugendstil, the European movement that transformed 

the perception of architecture. Art Nouveau was a 

reaction to the Industrial Revolution, placing nature 

and humankind at the core of creation. The Industrial 

Revolution was especially dynamic in Barcelona, and 

the rich industrialists commissioned the best architects 

of the time to design hundreds of houses. 

In this book I will focus on the other treasures of the 

city rather than on the well-known works of Gaudí. 
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architect: Pere Falqués i Urpí 

(1896-1897) 

avinguda de Vilanova, 12 

architect: Josep Vilaseca (1888) 
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I start my route at Arc 

de Triomf, the main gate to 

the 1888 Barcelona Universal 

Exposition. I love the 

perspective of the elegant street 

lamps leading to the arch. 

Hidroelèctrica de Catalunya 

is nearby, a great example 

of Industrial Modernisme. 

architect: 

Pere Falqués 

(1905) 

passeig de Lluís Compamys 
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Parc de la Ciutadella: 

Walking down the pathway from 

Arc de Triomf you reach the main 

entrance of the Parc de la Ciutadella. 

The Castell dels Tres Dragons seems 

like something out of a fairy tale. 

architect: Lluís 

Domènech i Montaner 

(1887-1888) 

passeig de Picasso, 5 
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The hit of the park is the mammoth, 

left over from a project to decorate it 

with life-size prehistoric animals. 

It would have been so cool to have 

some dinosaurs next to it... 

In front is the monumental fountain 

and, next to it, the music kiosk under 

palm trees and luxuriant vegetation, 

my favourite place for a walk with 

the family. 





[image: image]

sculptor: Miquel Dalmau 
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Entering El Born district, 

passing by the medieval church 

of Sant Pere, don’t miss this 

fountain in the square. 

If you keep walking along carrer 

de Sant Pere Més Alt, you’ll reach 

the Palau de la Música Catalana, 

the masterpiece by Domènech 

i Montaner, built in only 3 years 

to celebrate modernity. Listed as 

world heritage by UNESCO. 

plaça de Sant Pere 
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architect: Lluís Domènech i Montaner (1905-1908) 

carrer del Palau de la Música, 4-6 
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The concert hall is full of gigantic 

sculptures, colours and symbols. 
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I especially like the 18 muses on the stage representing 

the different cultures and music around the world. 
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Via Laietana, the main street in the Gothic Quarter, is also a 

showcase of contrasted buildings ,such as the Caixa de Pensions. 

architect: Enric Sagnier i Villavecchia (1917-1918) 

via Laietana, 56-58 

An old factory behind 

the Palau de la Música. 

carrer d’Ortigosa 
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Don’t miss the coffee 

shop and restaurant 

Els 4 Gats, which 

still has its original 

interior design. If 

you arrive at 10 am, 

it is still a good 

quiet spot to 

start the day. 

carrer de Montsió, 3 

Casa Martí (1895-1896) 

architect: Josep Puig i Cadafalch 
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Near the cathedral, some of the 

most emblematic female figures 

of Modernisme watch over 

the tourists from the façade 

of the hotel Catalonia Catedral. 

carrer dels Arcs, 10 
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La Rambla is also full of Modernisme, such 

as the monument to Frederic Soler, father 
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