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TO THE READER.




 




BIOGRAPHY is not given its rightful place in

literature. It has a more intimate relation to History than is assigned by

common judgment; for, after all, the life of any nation is written in the lives

of those who have shown themselves in some respects superior to their fellows.

History is to a great degree but the sum of individual action, and the work of

the historian consists in connecting many fragments of personal experience and

effort, in such a way as to form a narrative harmonious and instructive.




It is in

this view that the following biographies of those who have taken prominent

parts in the progress of Texas are compiled. The aim has been to preserve in

convenient shape that which might otherwise be lost. The historian, in the

magnitude of his task, is in danger of overlooking many things in individual

lives and actions which, in their aggregate, go to make up the true chronicle.

In these narratives are recorded events whose remembrance could have been in no

other way preserved. This work may therefore be of value to him who shall

hereafter assume the more pretentious labors of sober History.




Of no

Commonwealth, in ancient or modern times, is it so true as of Texas, that its

history can only be thoroughly understood through intimate acquaintance with

the lives of those who made the State. A romantic interest clothes the entire

theme. In the pioneer days its men were brave, and its daughters were their fit

companions and helpmeets. Through all the struggle incident to its progress

from a Mexican State to its position in the Federal Union, its sons exhibited

many of the noblest traits of character. In the late war, its soldiers won the

love of their brethren, while their valor compelled the respect of their foes.

In this latter regard the work is of interest, for the reader will remark that

space has been allotted to many whose names do not appear in the official

reports of either the Confederate or Federal departments. This has been done as

simple justice to both the dead and the living. Here we have sought to embalm

the memories of the dead, and to give the living their just meed of praise.




  




 




 


















 




THE BIOGRAPHICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF

TEXAS.




 




AUSTIN, STEPHEN F. “In the eye of reason and

of truth,” says Bancroft, “a colony is a better offering than a victory.” If

this be true—if it be true that the man who lays in the wilderness the

foundation of a State, is more entitled to the gratitude and respect of mankind

than he who defends or destroys institutions once established, then the name of

Stephen F. Austin is one which ought to occupy a high place in the estimation

of the present age and of posterity. Whenever the story of his life shall be

truly written, if indeed it ever shall be, it will be seen, and admitted by

all, that he was in truth the man who first ed American enterprise into what

was then a vast wilderness; that he was the man who first planted a colony in

Texas, and who nursed it through a feeble infancy; who toiled for it and

suffered for it, and who stood by it under all manner of discouragements until

it grew to strength and vigor. It will be then seen how completely he

sacrificed all considerations of personal case and of personal aggrandizement

to the accomplishment of the great object of his ambition. It will then be seen

that he knew no day of rest from the moment, when in early manhood he entered

the wilderness with a dozen followers, to the close of the eventful year 1836,

when, in the midst of unremitting toil, he bowed his head and died. It will

then be seen that he was a man of eminent talents, of rare virtues, and of

gentlemanly accomplishments; that he was forbearing, patient, and constant;

that he was prudent in counsel, courageous in action, and amiable in private

life; and, to crown all, that he was, in every sense of the word, an honest

man, whose word was always as good as his bond. It is well known that the idea

of planting a colony of North Americans in the Territory of Texas, originated

with Moses Austin, the father of the subject of this sketch. Moses Austin was a

native of Durham, in the State of Connecticut. He came of a highly respectable

family, received a liberal education, and was regularly bred to the business of

merchandise. He was a man of uncommon sagacity, and of an enterprising

character. He began life as a merchant, in the city of Philadelphia. He

afterwards removed to the city of Richmond, in Virginia, and subsequently

purchased the lead mines known as Chissel's mines, on New river, in Wythe

county, in that State. Here he engaged extensively in mining, and in the

manufacture of lead. He introduced artisans from England, and established the

first manufactory of shot and sheet lead that was established in the United

States. A little village grew up around him at New river, which was called

Austinville, at which place Stephen F. Austin was born, on the 3d day of November,

1793.




In the

year 1797, the enterprising disposition of Moses Austin led him to explore that

portion of Upper Louisiana, now embraced within the limits of the State of

Missouri, which has since become so celebrated for its mines of lead. He had

been informed by some adventurous travelers, of the richness of these mines,

and having succeeded in procuring the necessary passports from the Spanish

Minister at Washington, he resolved to visit that section and see for himself.

The result was that he determined to remove his family to Upper Louisiana and

to engage in working the richer mines of that country. He procured a concession

from the Spanish Government of a league of land, including what was called the

Mine-a-Burton. In pursuance of his determination, he removed his family and a

number of laborers to the Mine-a-Burton in the year 1799. This was at that time

a perilous adventure. Parties of miners had been in the habit of going there in

the summer to dig ore, which they transported on horseback to St. Genevieve,

which was forty miles distant. There were no families residing near the mines.

In fact there were no families nearer than St. Genevieve. The Osage Indians

were hostile, and Austin experienced in his new home all the vicissitudes of a

frontier life. It was amid such scenes as are always presented by a new

settlement in the wilderness, surrounded by savage enemies, that the mind of

Stephen F. Austin received its earliest permanent impressions. It was in the

midst of a thriving community of hardy and enterprising men, where industry was

subduing the wilderness, and where civilization was beginning to diffuse its

refinements, that his character was formed. It will be seen that he was trained

in a school admirably fitted to qualify him for the difficult part which it

afterward became his duty to perform.




In the

year 1804, being then in the eleventh year of his age, Stephen F. Austin was

sent to Calchester Academy, in Connecticut, to pursue his academical studies.

He remained in that institution, which was then in high repute, for one year.

Thence he removed to an academy at New London, where he remained until 1808. He

then returned to the West, and became a student of Transylvania University, at

Lexington, Kentucky, where he devoted himself for two years to his studies, and

was distinguished among his fellow students for his intelligence and

gentlemanly deportment, acquiring here the friendship of James Hawkins and the

Crittendens. In the year 1813, at the age of twenty, Stephen F. Austin was

elected to the Territorial Legislature of Missouri, from the county of

Washington, and was regularly re-elected until the year 1819, when he ceased to

reside in the Territory. While he was a member of the Territorial Legislature,

he became acquainted with Thomas H. Benton, who was a member of the same body.

Mr. Benton always respected him as a man of character and talents, and they

maintained a friendly and political correspondence during Austin's life. During

these years from 1800 to 1817, Moses Austin had conducted an extensive and

profitable business in mining, and the manufacture of shot and sheet lead. He

had made very valuable improvements on his property, and had acquired

considerable wealth. His house, (Durham Hall) had become the center of the

thriving and enterprising community which had formed itself around him. He here

dispensed a liberal (Virginia) hospitality and had before him a cheering

prospect of spending the evening of his life in graceful and prosperous ease,

when misfortune suddenly came upon him. He was a large stockholder in the Bank

of St. Louis. In the years 1817 and 1818 that institution became embarrassed

and involved him in financial ruin. He was one of the principal sufferers. He

saw that he was in the hands of merciless speculators and that the greater part

of the accumulation of twenty-five years of toil would be swept away. Instead

of bowing before the stroke, he retained a firm mind and a resolute heart. He

sent for his son Stephen, stated to him the condition of his affairs and

proposed to him the idea of forming a colony in Texas. After mature

deliberation they came to the determination to take the necessary steps for

that purpose, and if successful in their application to devote all their means

and energies to its final completion.




The title

of Spain to the Territory of Texas, about this time was established by the

treaty of February 22nd, 1819, between the Governments of Spain and that of the

United States, called sometimes the Monroe treaty and sometimes De

Onis treaty. It became necessary for Moses Austin to apply to the

authorities of Spain for permission to plant his colony. He resolved to make

the application in person. As a preparatory measure Stephen F. Austin commenced

a small farm at Long Prairie on Red river, in the Territory of Arkansas, to be

used as a recruiting place for the colonists on their way to Texas. He remained

in the Territory of Arkansas during part of the years 1819 and 1820. In the

meantime he received the appointment of Circuit Judge in that Territory. In the

fall of 1820 Moses Austin left Missouri and proceeded to Little Rock, Arkansas

where he met his son Stephen. It was decided to give up the farm, and that

Stephen should go to New Orleans and await the result of the application of his

father to the Spanish authorities and in the meantime prepare the way for the

introduction of colonists by water via New Orleans. After a very

fatiguing, and hazardous journey through an entire wilderness of country from

Sabine to San Antonio, he reached the latter place in the month of November and

presented his application to Governor Martinez. Governor Martinez had received

orders from the Spanish commanding general at Monterey not to permit North

Americans to enter Texas.




Moses

Austin was ordered to leave at once, and but for his meeting Baron de Bastrop,

whom he had known in the United States, would have been compelled to have

obeyed the order. Bastrop invited him to his house, and induced the Governor to

give him a hearing, the result of which was, that the Governor became interested

in Austin, and granted his request—to recommend to the commanding general,

Arredondo, his application to colonize three hundred families. Governor

Martinez said to Austin, “If you live to return, you may count on my assistance

in every way that duty and circumstances will permit.” On Austin's return from

San Antonio he was robbed and deserted by those in whose company he had been

traveling, and was exposed to great suffering before he reached a hospitable

roof on the Louisiana side of the Sabine, where he was confined by severe

sickness for three weeks, his weak condition required him to rest at

Natchitoches. Here he partially recovered—writing his son Stephen what had

transpired—and returned to Missouri where it was not long before he heard from

Governor Martinez of the success of his application which was approved by the

Spanish authorities on the 17th of December. He set to work to close up his

affairs with the Bank of St. Louis, but here he was in the hands of merciless

men who demanded the pound of flesh. He finally closed up his business as best

he could and was nearly ready to leave for Texas, when he was prostrated by the

lingering sickness that had clung to him since his return. It was written in

the book of God's Providence, that the brave old man should be spared the

trials and sufferings incident to the further prosecution of such an enterprise

as he had conceived. He was taken to his bed about the 1st of June, at the

house of his daughter, Mrs. James Bryan, since so well known in Texas as Mrs.

James F. Perry. He died in the arms of his wife and daughter on th 10th day of

June, 1821, in the fifty-seventh year of his age. The family of Moses Austin

consisted, at the time of his death, of his wife, who survived him about three

years, of his daughter, Mrs. Bryan, of his son, Stephen F., who was then in New

Orleans, and of a younger son, James Brown Austin, who was then at school in

Kentucky, and who was afterward well known in Texas. When on his death bed,

Moses Austin declared it his earnest desire that his son Stephen should carry

forward the enterprise of colonization.




With a

hope of meeting his father on his return from San Antonio, Stephen F. Austin on

the 1st of February had gone from New Orleans to Natchitoches, he arrived there

after the father had left. He met there several persons who had agreed to go

with his father to Texas on his return; from these, and his fathers letters to

him he learned the particulars of his trip to and from San Antonio and his

future plans. He returned to New Orleans to await intelligence from his father.

In the meantime in the law office of his friend Hawkins he assiduously devoted

himself to increase his legal knowledge. In the month of June he heard from a

friend in Natchitoches of the arrival there of Don Erasmo Seguin, the

commissioner sent by Governor Martinez to meet Moses Austin and to conduct him

into the province of Texas. Stephen Austin deemed it best to hasten to

Natchitoches to meet the commissioner fearing his father's delay. He again left

New Orleans on the 18th of June for Natchitoches, by the way of Red river. Not,

hearing from his father, he decided after some delay to leave with the

commissioner for Texas. Before he reached the Sabine he learned of the arrival

of letters for him at Natchitoches, and returning was informed by them of the

death of his father. He was now in the twenty-eighth year of his age. He felt

that the hopes of the family were centered on him. He resolved to accept the

trust that his father in his dying moments had bequeathed to him and to make

for his dear and aged mother, a new home, under a milder sun, where, if she

could not forget the pleasant years spent at the old hall at Polosi, she might

at least enjoy at the hands of an affectionate and dutiful son, those comforts

and observances with which it was once the pride of a tender husband to

surround her.




The

Commissioner Seguin and his companion, Don Juan Martin de Veramendi received

Austin kindly and said to him that he would be received as the successor of his

father. In company with Don Erasmo Seguin and his escort, with his followers,

consisting of fourteen colonists, he crossed the Sabine into Texas on the 16th

day of July, 1821. The party reached the Guadalupe on the 10th day of August,

when Seguin sent three of his men to inform his family of his coming. On the

morning of the 12th, these men returned and imparted the stirring news of the

Declaration of Mexican Independence. On Austin's arrival at San Antonio he was

welcomed by Governor Martinez, as the representative of his deceased father. He

made preparations at once for the exploration of the country and selection of a

suitable locality for his colony. Moses Austin had the opinion that the gulf

coast watered by the Colorado and Brazos rivers was best suited for his

purpose. After a careful examination Stephen F. Austin came to the same

conclusion, and determined to plant his colony on those rivers. He now returned

as speedily as possible to New Orleans, and began his operations for the

introduction of families into the province of Texas. Hawkins entered heartily

into Austin's views and assisted him. Unfortunately about this time Hawkins

began to feel the pressure of pecuniary embarrassments, and was not able to

render that efficient aid that Austin so much needed. By their joint efforts,

however, they fitted up a small schooner called the “Lively.” She sailed the

20th of October, 1821, having on board eighteen men with all the necessary

provisions, arms, ammunition and farming utensils. They had direction to ascend

the Colorado river until they found a suitable place, when they were directed

to build cabins, to plant corn and to erect necessary defenses against the

attacks of hostile Indians. Austin left New Orleans the next day after the

“Lively” sailed; he proceeded by land to Matagorda bay, where he expected to

meet those who passed over in the schooner. As he passed on to Natchitoches he

collected a party to accompany him. He had already made publications in the

newspapers, setting forth the outlines of his enterprise on which he had

entered and inviting colonists to join him. He set forth the terms on which

colonists would be received, the amount of land that would be granted to them

and all other necessary particulars. The fame of Austin's enterprise had gone

forth throughout the Southwestern States, and many persons were already

approaching the frontier of Texas to offer themselves as colonists. Austin's

agents informed them how they should enter Texas and conduct themselves until

they could be formally received as colonists and put into possession of their

lands. With a small company Austin pushed on to meet the passengers of the

“Lively;” but when he reached the mouth of the Colorado no traces were to be

seen of them or the schooner. Austin remained near the mouth for some time

searching the shores of the bay until he despaired of seeing the schooner when

he took his course up the Colorado. On reaching La Bahia (Goliad) crossing he

had the happiness to meet his brother, James Brown Austin, who had come to join

him. Together they proceeded with twenty men to San Antonio, which place they

reached about the 15th of March. Another vessel was fitted out by Hawkins with

supplies and emigrants for the new colony, but the navigation of the gulf coast

was then but little known, and this second vessel was obliged to land her cargo

on the beach where it was plundered by the Carankawae Indians. These first

attempts to introduce emigrants and supplies by way of the gulf were

disasastrous. It was the 21st of February, 1821, that the Independence was

declared by Iturbide and confirmed by the Mexican Cortez. Governor Martinez

doubted whether the new government would sanction his acts in relation to

Austin's colony. He therefore advised Austin to go on at once to the city of Mexico

to procure recognition of his rights, etc. He therefore set out with one

companion on a perilous journey of one thousand two hundred miles to the

capital of Mexico, which place he reached after a variety of adventures. Most

of the way he traveled on foot disguised as a destitute soldier of the late

revolution, as all the highways were infested with robbers. He found the

government torn with factions, which resulted in the proclamation of Iturbide

Emperor. Austin endeavored to procure such measures as the necessities of his

colony required, but before the passage of the colonization law that had been

long under discussion in Congress, Iturbide dissolved that body by violence,

substituting the “Junta Instituyente” in its place. This body passed a colonization

law and promulgated it on the 4th of January, 1823, and it received the

sanction of the Emperor on the 18th of February following, and then, Austin

thinking that at last he had accomplished his object, was preparing to leave on

the 22nd of February, when he discovered indications of another revolution on

foot headed by Santa Anna, and fearing it would result in destroying what had

been done, he determined to await the changes threatening Iturbide; the storm,

that was about to burst upon his head, hung, as Burke said of the terrible army

of Hyder Ali, “like a black cloud on the declivities of the mountains.” The

Emperor was dreaming of absolute power and of forming a dynasty; and the birth

of an Imperial Prince was made the occasion of the most splendid fetes

and of the greatest rejoicings on the part of the pleasure-loving people of the

capital. On the 2nd of February the army that was besieging Vera Cruz,

revolted, and joined the forces of Santa Anna, and the leaders published

another plan, called the “Plan of Casa Mata,” which was in substance as the

plan before published by Santa Anna. And now the cause of the revolutionists

received accessions from every quarter. Vivanco, the Captain-General of Pueblo,

declared in favor of the Congress Party, and was elected Commander-in Chief of

the “Liberating Army” as the Republican forces now styled themselves. On

becoming an Emperor, Iturbide had not ceased to be a gallant soldier, and he

now (when it was too late) saw the full extent of the danger which threatened

him. Early in February he took command of the army in person, and marching out

of the city, established his camp at the village of Istapaluca, about four

leagues from the capital, on the road to Pueblo, Vivanco was approaching along

the Pueblo road with a superior force. The Emperor's troops deserted in great

numbers, and he saw plainly that he could not rely upon them. He now consented

to a cessation of hostilities, and commissioners were appointed on both sides

to consider the terms of an accommodation. The commissioners soon came to an

understanding, the substance of which was that the Emperor should retire to

Tacubaya, three leagues from the capital—that Congress should convene as soon

as the members could assemble in the city—and that all parties should submit

unconditionally to whatever the Congress should decide. It was agreed that

neither party should have any troops in the capital, and that the necessary

guards to keep order should be placed under the direction of the local civil

authorities, until Congress should meet. This arrangement was, of course, fatal

to Iturbide. The Congress convened, and on the 16th day of March decreed that

the Sovereign Constituent Congress of the Mexican nation was in legal session,

and that its deliberations were free from military or other forcible restraint;

and they also decreed that the executive power which had existed in Mexico from

the 19th of May, 1822, until the date of the decree, had ceased to exist.




On the

19th of March the Emperor tendered his resignation of the crown and Government.

On the 31st of March Congress decreed that the executive power of the nation

should be provisionally entrusted to three individuals, and that they should be

officially styled the “Supreme Executive Power.” On the same day Congress

proceeded to elect three individuals who were to exercise the functions of the

Supreme Executive of the nation. The choice fell on Guadalupe Victoria, Nicolus

Bravo, and Pedro Celestino Negrete. Two other persons were elected

supernumeraries to act in the event of the absence of any of the three. The

other branches of the Government were now reorganized. On the 8th of April,

Congress decreed that the coronation of Don Augustin Iturbide was an act of

violence and was therefore null and void. They also decreed that the

resignation of the crown tendered on the 19th of March would not be considered

by Congress; and that the hereditary succession was a nullity, and that all

acts of the Government from the 19th of May 1822, until the 28th of March,

1823, were illegal, and were subject to be revised, confirmed, or revoked by

the Government now established. This decree showed that Austin had acted wisely

in waiting upon the revolutionary movement. With zeal and energy quickened

rather than abated by the numerous causes of discouragement which had

transpired, he set himself to the task of procuring from the new Government, a

confirmation of what the former Government had done in his behalf. He had made

so many friends of influence in the Mexican capital, that he was able to secure

the attention of Congress at a very early day after the machinery of the new

Government had been gotten into operation. On the 11th of April, Congress

passed a decree, referring Austin's memorial to the Supreme Executive Power to

be confirmed by that body unless the Executive should see proper to interpose

objections. This decree on the 11th of April also suspended the operation of

the law of the 4th of January, 1823, until Congress should further declare its

will on the subject. On the 14th of April, the Supreme Executive Power

published, a decree, by virtue of the Act of Congress of the 11th of April,

confirming in full the power granted to Austin by the imperial decree of the

18th of February. This decree of the 14th of April, was transmitted to the

Captain-General of the Internal Provinces within whose commandery the province

of Texas was embraced; and a copy of it was also delivered to Austin.




Thus

after a years’ detention in the capital of Mexico, Austin had succeeded in

obtaining from all the Governments that had strutted their brief day upon the

stage of Mexican politics, a confirmation, in effect, of the grant originally

made by the Spanish authorities to his father, and such enlarged powers as were

necessary for the plantation, growth, and government of his colony. Although at

the time, it seemed probable that his protracted absence would prove fatal to

his enterprise in Texas, there can be no doubt that the year spent in the

capital of Mexico was, in view of his future success, the most profitable of

his life. It enabled him to acquire, not only a knowledge of the language, but

a knowledge also of the people and jurisprudence of the country, with which he

was to maintain the most intimate and delicate relations. And, what was to him an

element of great future strength and influence, it enabled him to make friends

of many of the most enlightened and distinguished men in Mexico, and to inspire

them with confidence in his own character and abilities. Without these

advantages, it is almost certain that he would have failed in his enterprise,

notwithstanding his other eminent qualifications for the task he had assumed to

perform.




Austin

set out from the capital, on his return to Texas on the 18th of April, 1823. On

his arrival at Monterey he presented to the Commanding-General of the Eastern

internal provinces, Don Philipe de la Garza, a petition, praying for specific

instructions and copies of laws, for the local administration of the new

colony. The imperial decree of the 18th of February, committed the Government

of the colony to Austin, in general terms. He was desirous to have his powers,

in this respect, more particularly defined. The Commanding-General De la Garza,

referred Austin's petition to the “Deputacion” of the provinces, which body was

then in session. The Deputacion passed a decree, declaring in substance, that

Austin's powers for the administration of justice, and for the civil government

of the colony and the command of the militia, were ample, by virtue of the

imperial decree of the 18th of February. The decree of excellent Deputation

provided further, that Austin's rank as an officer in the militia should be

that of Lieutenant-Colonel—that he could make war on the Indian tribes who were

hostile—that he could introduce supplies into the colony by way of the harbor

of Galveston; and, in general terms, that he was invested with all the

necessary powers for the civil and military government of his colony; which

powers he was expected to exercise to the best of his abilities and as justice

might require until the Government was otherwise organized. He was required to

render to the Governor of Texas, a report of his proceedings from time to time,

and to give that officer information of any important event that might occur.




Austin

arrived safely in his colony in July, and found that many of the emigrants had

returned to the United States, and that many had stopped near the Sabine. He

found along the Brazos and Colorado, about one hundred settlers, anxiously

awaiting his return. These were men, many of whom were unlettered and ignorant

of the refinements of fashionable life, but with hearts under their buck-skin

coats, as stout and true, as beat under the steel corslets of Cœur de Leon and

Bayard. There were many single men among them, who had been allured by the

adventurous life of the pioneer, to connect themselves with the settlement.

They took their posts on the out-skirts of the colony. They worked and slept

with their trusty rifles by their sides. They filled every post of danger. They

were ready in every desperate emergency, and were the more ready when the

emergency was the more desperate. They exposed and inured themselves to danger,

until the war-whoop of the Carankawæ had no more terror for them than the

chattering of the gray squirrel on the branches of the oak.




Don

Luciana Garcia was now the Governor of Texas. On the 16th of July, he appointed

Baron de Bastrop to act as Commissioner on the part of the Government, to take

the necessary measures, in conjunction with Austin, to put the settlers in

possession of their lands, and to deliver to them their titles. On the 26th of

July, the Governor, by an official act, gave the name of San Felipe de Austin

to the town which was to be laid off as the capital of the new colony. The Governor

said that, in giving this name to the contemplated capital, he wished to

testify his respect for Colonel Austin by uniting his name with the name of his

own patron saint, San Filipe. The event proved that the saint was likely to

carry away the honors from the Colonel; for the town was commonly called San

Felipe. Austin even complained jocularly, that he was near losing his rightful

name of Stephen, in consequence of the Governor's compliment; for many persons

supposed that the town had been called after the Colonel, and therefore

concluded that his name was Philip (Felipe) and he frequently received letters

thus addressed.




Before

the Baron de Bastrop and Austin entered upon the business of designating the

lands for the colonists, the latter published an address to the settlers, in

which he informed them, as briefly as possible, of the state of affairs—of what

had been done and of what remained to be done. Alluding to the obstacles that

had opposed themselves to the prosecution of his enterprise during his late

visit to the city of Mexico, he told them that he had felt in honor bound,

never to abandon those who had embarked with him. “I have persevered,” he said,

“through all the difficulties created by the political convulsions of the past

year, and now have the satisfaction of announcing that every necessary

authority relative to the granting of titles and settling the colony has been

obtained.” Austin proceeded as expeditiously as was consistent with his

multiplied duties to establish regulations for the civil and military

government of the colony, and for the administration of justice. Under these

regulations, and courts established by him, justice was administered in the

colony until the 1st of February, 1828, at which time a Constitutional Alcalde

was elected, the Ayuntamento established, and the former provisional government

under Austin was superseded. Whether we view Austin as the hardy and bold

pioneer, braving all the dangers of a wilderness far out of the reach of

civilization and all the most common comforts of civlized life, enduring with

the humblest laborer of the little band, living for months upon wild horse

flesh, without bread or salt, or as the skilled negotiator in the capital of

Mexico, or as a civil governor and military commander of the people, using his

power judiciously and beneficially, without the aid of a single soldier or a

dollar from the government, prudently and sagaciously, with his own private

means and his own great heart and mind, working out the problem to which he had

devoted his life—in each and every place we find him equal to the requirements,

and his efforts crowned with success. After the settlement of his first

contract for three hundred families, which extended from the Lavacca to the

dividing waters of San Jacinto and Trinity, he made three others contracts, in

all for twelve hundred families; and a fifth contract in conjunction with

Samuel M. Williams, which, owing to his long absence and imprisonment in Mexico

and the revolution, was not completed.




In 1827,

in consequence of the “Fredonian War,” he inhabitants of Eastern Texas would

have been expelled from the country but for the earnest efforts of Austin.

Yoakum says: “If he who by conquest wins an empire receives the world's

applause, how much more is due to those who, by unceasing toil, lay in the

wilderness the foundation of an infant colony and build thereon a vigorous and

happy state.” Surely there is not among men a more honorable destiny than to be

the peaceful founder and builder of a new empire. Such was that of

Stephen F. Austin. Although Austin's powers were almost absolute, he governed

with parental mildness. His soul was absorbed in the great business of the

successful completion of his enterprise. He was esteemed by each colonist not

so much as a ruler as a father and friend. By example and precept he inspired

them with love of order and industry. True, he was often annoyed by bad men,

intruders into the colony; yet his forbearance even in such cases was great.

When he found it necessary to use strong measures, and inflict wholesome

lessons of punishment or restraint, he did it with great regret.




In 1832,

in consequence of the troubles between the settlers and Mexican troops

stationed in Texas, Austin returned from Saltillo, where he was attending the

session of the legislature of Coahuila and Texas as the representative of

Texas, and in the language of the historian of the time, “For the express

purpose of effecting some amicable settlement of the whole affair. * * * * *

And he now assumed the friendly office of mediator between the contending

parties, and they thus extricated themselves from impending ruin by receiving

the olive branch obtained by the influence and passed to them through the hands

of Colonel Austin.” On this occasion Austin was welcomed back by the people

with every demonstration of joy, with balls, speeches, firing of cannon, etc.,

at the mouth of the Brazos, Brazoria and San Felipe. He was met by an escort

six miles from San Felipe and conducted into town, where he was received and

addressed by William H. Jack, Esq., in behalf of his fellow citizens. * * * * *

“Such a boon then, as is due to him who faithfully discharges his duties we

grant to you with the assurance that the man whom the people have delighted to

honor still has our most unbounded confidence. The occasion of your unexpected

return to Texas will long be remembered.




“The

present is an epoch in the political affairs of our country on which the pen of

the historian will dwell with peculiar pleasure. * * * * * In conclusion, I can

not perhaps better express my own feelings and those of your common countrymen,

than by saying well done, good and faithful servant, thou art welcome, thrice

welcome to thy home and to thy friends, and may health and happiness always

attend thee.” Colonel Austin replied, and was then received by the Mexican

troops captured at Velasco, whom he had addressed in Spanish and who then

fraternized with the people. Yoakum says, in speaking of the period of

agitation that followed, and that resulted in a convention of the people at San

Felipe de Austin in 1833:




“In the

midst of all these scenes Colonel Austin was calm. His object was to consummate

his great work. He desired that his colony should live and grow and prosper, at

the same time he wished it to be free, and although he foresaw, as did all men

of discernment, that a people of the elevated and independent character of his

colonists could not and would not long live in subjection to the changing,

antiquated system of government followed by Mexican statesmen, yet, before the

separation came he wished to see his people in their manhood able to grapple

with an enemy who would not easily surrender so great a prize.”




The

conduct of a wise politician is ever suited to the present posture of affairs;

often by giving a part he saves the whole, and by yielding in a small matter

secures a greater. His judgment did not at that time favor the movement for the

separation, but he yielded and directed when he could not lead. And when

selected to lead where none would follow, he bore himself the true man and

patriot, and alone marched to the dungeon, for the sacrifice was

demanded and made for the good of Texas. When the true history of Texas shall be

written, then will the exalted character of Austin be known. In 1833, when the

representatives of the people of Texas met in convention in the town of San

Felipe to frame a constitution for Texas, and to adopt an address to the

general government of Mexico, of which William H. Wharton was President, Sam.

Houston, David G. Burnet and Stephen F. Austin were members—on whom did the

convention and the people of Texas rely to go to the city of Mexico to beard

the lion in his den, to obtain the admission of Texas into the Mexican

Confederacy? Whom but Stephen F. Austin? Foote says “He was known to combine

all the neccessary energy, fidelity and address suited to such a mission.”

Stiff says, speaking of Austin at this time, “he was the man on whom the God of

nature had fixed his seal of nobility; a man endowed with every social and

moral virtue; a man that any people might have delighted to honor.” The same

author says: “Having planted the first colony, and being a man of uncommon

fidelity and enterprise, his intercourse with the government was for many years

marked by a scrupulous regard for the settlers and rigid compliance with

engagements, and he secured, in return, the unlimited confidence of the

immigrants as well as the different officers of the government, from whom he

could obtain any favor which it was in their power to confer.” Edwards says,

speaking of this occasion: “Colonel Stephen F. Austin, who had been for many

years the representative in the general legislature, was chosen by a large

majority to represent the country on this momentous occasion. That the reader

may be acquainted with Colonel Austin's character, in a few words, he was a

man, take him all in all (politically speaking for the well being of Texas) for

whom but few countries in these annals of settling can produce a parallel!”




Foote

says when Colonel Austin reached his place of destination he lost no time in

presenting the memorial. His own account of the result of his labors in Mexico

is as follows: “Many months passed away and nothing was done with this petition

except to refer it to a committee—where it slept and was likely to sleep. I

finally urged the just and constitutional rights of Texas to become a State, in

the most pressing manner. * * * * * It was my misfortune to offend the high

authorities of the nation; my frank and honest exposition of the truth was

construed into threats. * * * * * I was arrested at Saltillo, two hundred

leagues from Mexico, taken back to the city and imprisoned for one year—three

months of that time in solitary confinement without books or writing materials,

in a dungeon of the former Inquisition prison. At the close of the year I was

released from confinement, but detained six months in the city on heavy bail.

It was nine months after my arrival before I was officially informed of the

charges against me, or furnished with a copy of them. The constitutional

requisites were not observed, my constitutional rights as a citizen were

violated, the people of Texas were outraged by this treatment of their commissioner,

and their respectful, humble and just petition disregarded.” The same author

says Colonel Austin reached his home early in September, 1835. During the

period of his detention in Mexico, strong popular excitement had been enkindled

in the colony, which was every moment growing more intense and rapidly

spreading to all parts of the province. * * * * * Such was the nature of the

crisis that had been attained when the arrival of Colonel Austin in Texas, as

above narrated, assembled a vast concourse of the colonists about his person,

all eager to hear from his own lips the story of his sufferings, and to receive

from one so highly venerated those sage and honest counsels which their

knowledge of his character authorized them to expect. The Texans had hitherto

postponed all decided action in avengement of their grievances in anticipation

of this interview, as well as apprehension, altogether reasonable, that any

demonstrations of hostility on their part toward the Mexican government, if too

openly made ere their beloved chief had been able to release himself from the

durance in which he was then involved, might expose him to serious

inconvenience, if indeed his valuable life should not be thereby compromised. *

* * * * On the 8th of September Colonel Austin met in the town of Brazoria more

than a thousand of his colonists, whom he addressed. He said: “I can not

refrain from returning my unfeigned thanks for the flattering sentiment with

which I have just been honored, nor have I words to express my satisfaction on

returning to my more than native country, and meeting so many of my friends and

companions in its settlement. I left Texas in April, 1833, as the public agent

of the people for the purpose of applying for the admisson of this country into

the Mexican Confederation as a State, separate from Coahuila. The application

was based upon the constitutional and vested rights of Texas, and was sustained

by me in the city of Mexico to the utmost of my abilities; no honorable means

were spared to effect the objects of my mission and to oppose the forming of

Texas into a Territory, which was attempted. I rigidly adhered to the

instructions and wishes of my constituents so far as they were enumerated to

me. My efforts to serve Texas involved me in the labyrinth of Mexican politics,

I was arrested and have suffered a long persecution and imprisonment. I

considered it to be my duty to give an account of these events to my

constituents, and will, therefore, at this time merely observe that I have

never in any manner agreed to anything or admitted anything that would

compromise the constitutional or vested rights of Texas. These rights belong to

the people and can only be surrendered by them. * * * * The revolution in

Mexico is drawing to a close. The object is to change the form of government,

destroy the federal constitution of 1824 and establish a central or

consolidated government. The States are to be converted into provinces. * * * *

* With these explanatory remarks I will give as a toast The constitutional

rights and the security and peace of Texas—they ought to be maintained; and

jeopardized as they now are, they demand a general consultation of the people.




Edwards

speaking of this period says: “Colonel Austin has proved himself both in point

of talents and sound judgment perfectly qualified for the arduous undertaking

he took in hand by the general confidence of all the intelligent and worthy

part of the settlers in his colony, by being the mover either directly or

indirectly of the whole North American and Irish emigration to the country; by

having more power with the Mexican government than any other empresario in the

province, and by being the only man in Texas who has been and is now calculated

to save it from destruction. Yoakum says, “in the first days of September,

Stephen F. Austin after a detention so long and painful in Mexico, returned to

Texas. The old pioneers who had come with him to the country gathered around

and received him as one risen from the dead. Such demonstrations of regard were

fully reciprocated by Austin. He was a general lover of his race, and

especially of those for whose happiness he had devoted the best energies of his

life. If there was any one desire nearer to his heart than all others it was,

to see his colonies prosper. He was greatly distressed to find Texas in her

then unsettled condition. I fully hoped, said he, to have found Texas at peace

and in tranquility, but regret to find it in commotion, all disorganization,

all in anarchy and threatened with immediate hostilities. This state af things

is deeply to be lamented. In a few days Austin was placed at the head of a

Central Committee of “Public Safety” at San Felipe, and a fresh impulse given

to the revolutionary correspondence of the committees.” At this period

(continues Yoakum,) “Texas had no head, but the nearness of danger enabled the

people to act energetically without one.




By common

consent, however, San Felipe was adopted as a sort of center of action, and

Stephen F. Austin was looked to for orders and advice.” In the mean time

Mexican soldiery were arriving at San Antonio, and Texans were hurrying to

Gonzales (the Lexington of the revolution) and were in such force as to hold

Ugartachea (at San Antonio) in check. These troops needed everything, and to

obtain these Austin used his private means his credit and his influence. Yoakum

says, “as a temporary head was requisite to give directions to these hasty and

energetic movements, the committee of San Felipe proposed that one member from

each of the committees’ of safety should be appointed to repair without delay

to San Felipe and form a permanent council. The proposition was immediately

accepted, a council was organized, and R. R. Royal chosen President. This plan

of organization came from Austin, who, up to this time was obliged to act as a

kind of natural chief which was a responsibility he did not wish to assume. The

appointment of this council enabled them to dispense with the services of

Austin at San Felipe, that he might be employed in the army where he was

greatly needed, for the rivalry of local favorites threatened to disperse the

volunteers. Earnestly was he entreated to leave San Felipe and go to the army

by the first men of the country. Finally, Peter W. Grayson, Patrick Jack.

Miller, J. E. Wallace, John Linn, J. W. Fannin, jr., and others, addressed him

a note by express, urging him to come to the army immediately. His health

greatly impaired by his long confinement in prison at Mexico, and his

unremitting and arduous labors to place Texas in a position for defense and government

since his return, did not prevent him from going, now he hesitated no longer

for the appointment of the Council removed his only objection. He arrived at

Gonzales on the evening of the 10th of October, and on the next day by

unanimous vote was elected Commander-in-chief of the “Army of the People.” He

at once ordered a thorough organization. He appointed his staff and on the 15th

the army took up its line of march for San Antonio. Goliad was captured. The

battles of Salado, Conception, “Grass fight” and other engagements ensued, and

the enemy under General Cass was driven in and closely besieged in San Antonio.

The army was kept together by the voluntary consent of the men, and was

governed only by such regulations and orders as were made and issued by General

Austin. He knew that their patriotism, and their confidence in him was the only

power he could rely on to enforce military authority over the men; he knew that

Texas had no government, no articles of war, and that command and obedience in

the army depended upon his tact and judgment, and their confidence in him, and

their good strong common sense and love for their country. He knew in spite of

all his efforts and self-abnegation that intrigue was rife in camp, and at San

Felipe. Hence he was exceedingly anxious for the meeting of the consultation,

and formation by it of a Provisional Government; he urged this upon the members

who were in and without the army. They met at San Felipe and organized on the

3d of November, by the election of Branch T. Archer, President; (Austin was

elected a member of the Consultation, but of course could not attend). On the

13th General Austin, Branch T. Archer and William H. Wharton were appointed

Commissioners to the United States of America. On the 14th the Provisional

Government was placed in a state of complete organization by appointment of

Henry Smith Governor; J. W. Robinson Lieutenant Governor; and a council. Sam

Houston was made a Major General of the regular army with authority to command

other troops thereafter raised. Austin having decided to accept the mission to

the United States, only remained with the army until he felt that he could

leave without disintegrating it. On the 18th of November he says, “some

prudence will be necessary to keep this army together should I leave at once.”

On the 24th he ordered a general parade of the army, he announced his

determination to withdraw from the army to obey the call of the government to

go on the mission to the United States. He explained the importance of continuing

the siege of San Antonio and urged upon the soldiers to remain and and organize

anew. “After concluding his address the Adjutant General, was ordered to call

upon the troops to volunteer to remain before San Antonio and to organize at

once for the purpose, when only four hundred and five promptly turned out and

pledged themselves to remain, the election being ordered to take place

immediately for Commander-in-Chief. Gen Edward Burleson was elected without

opposition, none having been allowed to vote but those who were pledged to

remain. On the morning of the following day the Commander-in Chief took leave

of the army. “After the departure of General Austin, the besieging army before

San Antonio came near being broken up, says Yoakum.” General Austin reached San

Felipe on the 29th of November. On the following day he paid his respects to

the Governor and Council, and awaited his instructions to depart for the United

States.




On the

30th of November he made a report to the government, and on 3d of December the

Council desired his views upon calling a convention with plenary powers. His

reply can be found in Foote's history, volume 2, pages 151 to 157 inclusive,

favoring such a convention. At length the government permitted Austin to leave,

having detained him that he might give counsel and information. The

Commissioners were instructed to procure men, arms, munition and supplies

generally, and to approach the government of the United States in regard to

Independence or annexation of Texas. A resolution of grateful acknowledgment

for Austins past services, of sympathy for his sufferings and broken health of

affection and confidence was unanimously passed by the Council on December

11th, 1835. The close of the resolution was in the following words. * * * * * And

that we congratulate our country upon being possessed of such an agent to

represent us among the free sons of the North, in whose aid we repose the

strongest hopes in our present struggle for freedom and existence. And that we

extend to him the hand of parting love and greeting with hopes of his success

and speedy return to the bosom of his grateful countrymen, and that a copy of

this resolution signed by the officer and members of the General Council be

presented to General Austin before he parts from us to accomplish the wishes

and hopes of his friends.




J. W.

ROBINSON,




Lieutenant

Gvernor, etc.




E. M.

PASE, Secretary, etc.




 




The

Commissioners proceeded on their mission. In New Orleans they contracted two

loans amounting to $250,000. Austin pledged his private fortune to effect this,

seventy thousand dollars were advanced. Foote says, it is unnecessary to

declare here what is already known to the world, that they exerted themselves

in an extraordinary manner to fulfill the duties of their mission, and were successful

to an extent possibly beyond their own expectations at setting out. I can not

refrain, though, from presenting in this place a few extracts from the very

able address delivered by General Austin in the city of Louisville, as it

places the Texan struggle for independence upon its true ground. Yoakum says:

“The interest felt for Texas by the people of the United States, and the

material aid by them furnished were greatly increased through the influence of

the distinguished agents sent there. General Austin was particularly

successful; his long services in Texas and his known thoughtfulness and

simplicity of character gave great weight to all that he said. * * * * * His

address at Louisville, which was widely published, presented the claims of

Texas upon the civilized world for sympathy and aid in such manner as to bring

both. He did wonders for his country, a Franklin in patience and prudence. He

left Washington City (on his return) on 24th of May and in a letter to Houston

(June 16, 1836,) says, “I am of the opinion that our independence will be

acknowledged and that Texas will be admitted into the United States if they are

regularly asked for.” Austin returned to Texas in the first days of July, and

visited Santa Anna in Columbia. He and Santa Anna wrote to General Jackson on

the subject of mediation of the United States Government. Austin wrote General

Gains, (and to Houston) stating that Gains should establish his headquarters at

Nacogdoches and recommended Houston to use his influence for effecting that

object. The Texan army had grown to 2,300 strong. Having but little to do each

one was engaged in his own projects. General Rusk doubtless did what he could

to preserve order but there were too many who wished the command.”




These

troops were volunteers from the United States (The Texans had returned to their

homes.) Great discontent existed among them, and serious disturbances were

apprehended. President Burnet and General Austin were censured by them because

they were disposed to protect and treat with Santa Anna. At this time came the

presidential canvas. Austin was spoken of for this office, “the report was

current but neither contrived or cultivated by himself. He was thought of

because he was worthy. Even the love of fame, that fine incentive of generous

minds; could neither betray him into ostentatious display, of virtue nor induce

him to practice those specious arts that cause applause and often supply the

place of merit. In struggles of this nature he knew that victory may be

obtained without glory and that defeat is certain disgrace.” When spoken to on

the subject he said influenced by the great governing principle that had

regulated his action since he came to Texas, to serve Texas in any capacity the

people might think proper to employ him—he should not decline the highly

responsible and difficult one now proposed if he should be elected.”




His

friends before the election saw that the army and the new emigrants would vote

for Sam Houston; they generally gave up the election as a foregone conclusion

in favor of Houston. In the organization of the government he was offered the

position of Secretary of State or minister to the United States. Influenced by

his love for Texas and the earnest wishes of the leading men of Texas, he

accepted the position of Secretary of State. Although, as he said to his

friends, his broken health and his own interests required repose from public

life. But the same notions that influenced him to serve the county as

Commissioner to Mexico at his own expense, to accept command of the army and to

leave it before San Antonio for the Mission to the United States, now induced

him to take the office of Secretary of State in Houston's cabinet. His

assiduous and arduous labors in the organization of the government brought to a

close his eventful and useful life. The Texas Telegraph, the only newspaper

published at that time in announcing his death said:




 




“THE

PATRIARCH HAS LEFT US.




“We

perform a most painful duty in announcing the death of General Stephen F.

Austin, who departed his life on the 27th inst. at half-past 12 o'clock P. M.,

at the house of Judge McKinstry. His friends and relatives have sustained an

irreparable loss; his country just merging into existence, the best and

tenderest of fathers; the sons and daughters of Texas have now full cause for

mourning with one solitary consolation—that they will meet the just man above.”




 




GENERAL

ORDERS, WAR DEPARTMENT,




Columbia,

December 27th, 1836.




THE

FATHER OF TEXAS IS NO MORE! The first pioneer of the wilderness has departed!

General STEPHEN F. AUSTIN, Secretary of State has expired this day at half-past

12 o'clock, at Columbia. As a testimony of respect to his high standing,

undeviating moral rectitude, and as a mark of the nation's gratitude for his

untiring zeal and invaluable services, all officers, civil and military are

requested to wear crape on the right arm for the space of thirty days. All

officers commanding posts, garrisons or detachments will, as soon as

information is received of this melancholy event cause twenty-three guns—the

number of counties in the Republic—to be fired, with an interval of five

minutes between each, and also have the garrison and regimental colors hung

with black during the space of mourning for the illustrous dead.




“By the

President:




“WILLIAM

S. FISHER,




“Secretary

of War.”




 




His

remains were accompanied by the President and Cabinet, the officers of the

Government and the military to the family burying ground at Peach Point,

Brazoria County. And hero now by the side of his beloved sister EMILY, marked

by a plain marble slab is the grave of




 




“THE

FATHER OF TEXAS.”




 




Austin

was gentle and persuasive in manner; just, sincere and frank in

intercourse—faithful and true in all engagements. His colonists beheld in him their

founder, law-giver, judge, military commander and empresairo. They relied on

him in prosperity and in trouble, they had perfect confidence that he would

sustain them in every emergency; their trust was never misplaced, and this self

sacrifice and devotion to their interests have not been suspassed. His life was

dedicated to his great work of founding and building up an empire. No

allurements, no temptations of personal wealth or ease could shake his purpose

or withdraw him from his beloved Texas. When in the city of Mexico for the last

time, and before his imprisonment a wealthy foreign company (originated for

speculative purposes) desirous of purchasing from Mexico all of the public

lands in Texas, offered Austin one milion of dollars for his interest in Texas,

if he would withdraw his opposition to making Texas a Territory; his reply was,

never will I desert my colonists, or prove untrue to the people of Texas.

He continued his opposition to, and defeated the plan of making Texas a

Territory. He loved Texas with his whole heart and watched over and protected

her interests with long and arduous services—services so exalted and beneficial

that they can bear comparison with those of the noblest characters of Ancient

or Modern times; indeed history furnishes few such characters. His temperance,

continence and probity might claim to be compared with the best and purest of

his race” and these virtues were ever present with him, whether amidst his

friends in Texas or in the council or courts or dungeons of Mexico.”

Circumstances inseparable from the settlement and growth of a new country, and

from changes of government have had the effect to distract the minds of men

from inquiry into his character and services. But history will one day adorn

her page with a delineation of his high and spotless character, and with the

story of his long, arduous and successful services to his country. His fame

will grow as the State which he founded is destined to grow in prosperity and

influence. And when the Capital which bears his name shall have become a proud

city, and when all the hills that rise around it, and the noble plains that are

spread out before it shall wear the splendid and blooming aspect which the

plastic hand of art and industry creates, then the name of the pioneer who

opened the way for civilization, and for social refinements to enter when all

before was wild, and rude and desolate, will have been placed on the bright

roll that bears to future ages the names of the worthies of the past.
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BURNET DAVID G., one of the Presidents of

the Republic, was born in Newark, New Jersey in 1788. In 1813 he became a

citizen of Ohio, and in 1817, engaged in mercantile business in Natchitoches,

Louisiana. He now for several years on account of poor health led a wandering

life with the Comanches on the frontiers of Texas. On his restoration to good

health he returned to Cincinnati, Ohio, where for some months he read law. In

1826 he became a citizen of Texas, and obtained an empressario contract. His

home was on the San Jacinto river; and in 1833 he represented his constituents

in the Liberty Convention. As a member of this convention, he drew up a very

able memorial to the Mexican Government, showing the advantage and necessity of

Texas having a separate State Government from Coahuila. He also introduced

remarkable resolutions strongly denouncing the African slave trade. In spite of

the opposition of Monroe Edwards and his friends these resolution passed. He in

1834 was appointed District Judge for the Brazos department, and regularly held

his court at San Felipe. At the organization of the government ad interim,

March 16th, 1836, he was elected President of the Young Republic. In 1838 he

was elected Vice President of the Republic. On account of the illness of

President Lamar, he administered the duties of the Presidential office the

greater part of his term. During Governor Henderson's administration Burnet was

Secretary of State. In 1866 he was elected to the United States Senate, but was

not admitted to his seat. He died in the family of Mr. Preston Perry, of

Galveston, on the 5th of December, 1870. Colonel A. M. Hobby, in a biography of

Judge Burnet says: “Judge Burnet was distinguished by an honorable and active

participation in the event of a revolution, the character of which his humane

and generous influence impressed and his enlightened policy guided; and was a

sincere and ardent friend of the human race, but above all distinguished by the

more eminent qualities of inflexible political purity and personal virtue.

These we believe are universally admitted as absolutely unquestioned, and alone

should entitle the possessor to independent and durable renown; and when we add

to these his unaffected indifference to wealth and fame; noble aspirations and

tender charities; sympathy for the oppressed, generosity to the fallen; love of

goodness and truth; and a mind incapable of harboring sentiments of envy,

mischief or wrong, we have a character indeed so rare, that the thoughtful and

the just, will pronounce it almost perfect.”
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HOUSTON SAMUEL. This distinguised soldier,

statesman, orator, and patriot, was a native of Rockbridge County, Virginia,

where he was born in 1793. His father died when he was fourteen years old, and

his mother with nine children moved to Blount county, Tennessee. His early

years were passed on the family farm, at school and for a short period at

clerking in a country store. His adventurous disposition caused him at a

youthful age to identify himself with a band of Cherokee Indians, with whom he

roamed as a hunter for some months. He afterwards taught school for a short

period. In 1813 he enlisted as a soldier in the Creek War, and was especially

noticeable for his gallant bearing at the battle of the Horse Shoe, on the

Tallapoosa river on the 24th of March, 1814. In this battle while bravely

ascending the Indian ramparts he was badly wounded by an arrow, and by two

rifle balls. His extraordinary courage in this fight attracted the particular

attention and admiration of General Andrew Jackson, his commandant; and it is

said that the attachment of these two great and brave American soldiers, was

initiated at the battle of the Horse Shoe. In November 1817 he was appointed

Indian Agent, the terrible wounds received in battle precluding an earlier

ability to discharge its duties. During this period he completed the

preliminary studies for the practice of the profession of law, and in 1819

resigned his lieutenancy in the army, and was elected District Attorney of

Davidson county, and also Major-General of the Militia. In 1823 he was elected

to Congress, and was re-elected in 1825. At the close of the second term he was

elected Governor of Tennessee. In January 1829 he was married to a Miss White.

On account of matrimonial infelicity, whose details the world has never known,

he soon separated from his wife, astonished and confounded the people of

Tennessee by resigning his gubernatorial office, and rejoining his old friends,

the Cherokee Indians then residing on the Arkansas river in the Indian

Territory to whose citizenship he was admitted in October 1829.




In 1832

he located in Texas, which became his home, and was for thirty years her

principle historical character. The first service he rendered his new home, was

as member of the convention at San Felipe in 1833. He was chairman of the

committee that drew up a constitution for the State as it was to be when

separated from Coahuila. This document was remarkable for its briefness its

completeness, and its wonderful statesmanship. It was, however, never adopted,

and Texas never became a Mexican State. Coahuila at this time was in a state of

revolution, and Texas found it necessary to organize a provisional government.

This was in November 1835, hostilities for some time had been existing, and

Houston was elected commander of the forces in the field. On the 2d of March,

1836, Texas declared its independence from Mexico. On the 21st of April 1837,

General Houston fought and gained the battle of San Jacinto, a victory which

made Texas a free State. This battle is described in detail in the histories of

Texas, as one of the most remarkable of modern times.




Six

hundred and thirty Mexicans were killed, two hundred and thirty-eight wounded,

and seven hundred and thirty taken prisoner, including their commander, General

Santa Anna. The loss of the Texans was eight killed and twenty-five wounded,

among the latter being General Houston. On account of his extraordinary

ability, as a statesman and a soldier, the latter signally proven by his

splendid victory at San Jacinto, in September 1836 he was elected President of

the Republic of Texas. In 1841 he was re-elected President. At the first

session of the legislature in 1846 he was elected to the United States Senate,

was re-elected in 1847, and again in 1851. In 1861 he was elected Governor of

Texas. The State about this time seceeded from the Union, the civil war was

initiated and Houston displaced from office for refusing to join the

Confederate cause. He now retired to private life and on the 25th of July, 1863

died. The Houston Telegraph in announcing his death used the following

language. “Let the whole people bury with him, whetever unkindness they had for

him. Let his monument be in the hearts of those, who people the land to which

his after years were devoted. Let his fame be sacredly cherished by Texans, not

less to his distinguished services, than to their own honor, of which he was

always so jealous and so proud.” The name of Houston will live, while Texas

lives. His fame is her fame. He is the Washington of Texas. He opposed secesson,

and the civil war. That his feelings concerning that great epoch were dictated

by an ardent love for the whole country none can deny, and that, that

fratricidal strife hastened the death of Houston is without doubt. The future

historian mindful of his patriotism, and his valor will place his name high on

the rolls of fame which contain the great men of Texas.
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LAMAR. MIRABEA B., one of the Presidents of

the Republic, was a native of Louisville, Georgia, where he was born on the

16th of August, 1798. He belonged to an old Huguenot family. In early life he

was Private Secretary to Governor Troupe. In 1828 he was editor of a

States-right paper, and was also candidate for Congress. In 1835 he located in

Texas. At the battle of San Jacinto he commanded the cavalry. Soon after the

battle he was made Secretary of War by President Burnet, Soon after he was

elected Vice-President of the Republic. He discharged the duties of this office

with such satisfaction, that when Houston's first term was out, he was elected

by a large majority President of Texas. The Texas Almanac for 1858 says: “The

policy of Lamar's administration embraced four leading objects—first, the

defence of the country, and especially that of the frontier, which was crying

aloud for protection against the merciless savages; second, the obtaining of

the recognition of our independence by the principal maritime powers of Europe,

and of establishing with them the best commercial relations; third, the

purification of the different departments of Government, and establishing a

rigid responsibility among public officers of every grade and class; fourth,

the creation of an educational fund, by adequate appropriation of land for that

purpose. These ends were not only carried out effectually by Lamar, to the

honor of himself and the glory of the nation, but the blessings that flowed

from them were immediately felt, by the peace and safety that reigned at home,

as well as by the character and importance that the country acquired abroad.”

At the commencement of the Mexican war Lamar was appointed Division Inspector

under General Henderson. At the taking of Monterey he acted with distinguished

bravery. In 1847 he was Post Commander at Laredo. He was afterwards elected to

the legislature. In 1851 he settled on a plantation near Richmond Fort, Bend

county. He afterwards, for a short period, was U. S. Minister to the Argentine

Confederation. He died near Richmond, at his home, on the 19th of December,

1859. He possessed a fine literary taste and wrote some popular poetry. The

following stanza, descriptive of his domestic state, was published in 1857:




“Like

yon declining sun, my life




Is going

down all calm and mild,




Illumined

by an angel wife,




And

sweetened by a cherub child.”
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JONES, DR. ANSON was born in Great Barrington,

Massachusetts, in 1798. In 1820 he was licensed to practice medicine. He then

for some years resided in Venezuela. In 1833 he came to Texas, and located in

Brazoria. In 1836 he strongly advocated the declaration of Texas independence,

and presented at a public meeting in Brazoria, that year, a resolution calling

for the convention, which met in Washington in March, 1836. On the initiation

of the war he enlisted as a private in Capt. Calder's company, and was

afterward made surgeon in Burleson's regiment. In 1837 he represented Brazoria

county in the Texas Congress. In 1838 he was appointed Minister to the United

States. While discharging the duties of this office, he was elected to the

Texas Senate, and was soon after made President of that distinguished body.

During Houston's second term Dr. Jones was Secretary of State. As Secretary his

foreign correspondence was distinguished for its wonderful diplomatic ability.

This remarkable skill, with his well-known patriotism and scholarship, made him

eligible and popular, and at the close of Houston's last term he was elected

President of the Republic of Texas. This was in 1844. When annexation to the

United States had been accomplished, Dr. Jones retired to his home called

Barrington, in Washington county. In January, 1858, he died in Houston. Dr.

Jones was a man distinguished through life for scholarship, patriotism, and

intellectual ability.
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HENDERSON, J. PINKNEY, the first Governor of

the State of Texas, was born in North Carolina. He early began the study of

law, and after admission to the bar, located in Mississippi. In 1836 at the

head of a company of volunteers he had recruited himself he came to Texas,

landing at Valasco, in June of that year. He became Attorney-General under

Houston, and subsequently was Secretary of State. In 1837 he was made Minister

to England and France. In 1840 he returned to Texas, and resumed the practice of

his profession. In 1844 he was Special Minister to the United States. In 1845

he was elected Governor. He commanded the Texans in the Mexican war, with the

rank of Major-General. On account of his gallant conduct at Monterey, the

United States Congress voted him a handsome sword. In 1857 he was elected to

the United States Senate, but his health failed and he died before taking his

seat. General J. Pinkney Henderson was a man of undoubted ability as a soldier

and a statesman. He was a man of quick and generous sensibilities, and most

gentlemanly characteristics.
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HORTON, ALBERT C., acting Governor of the State

of Texas during a portion of Henderson's administration was a native of

Alabama. At an early date he located on a large plantation in Wharton county.

He actively participated, and with marked gallantry, as a cavalry leader in

various skirmishes and fights during the Texan war for Independence. During the

Republic he represented his county in Congress, and at the first election after

annexation, was elected Lieutenant-Governor. On account of General Henderson

being absent commanding the Texans in the Mexican war, he became Governor. In

1865 he died on his plantation in Wharton county.
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COKE, RICHARD, Governor of Texas, by

election in 1873, was born in Virginia in 1829. His literary education was

liberal and obtained at William and Mary College, from which distinguished

institution he graduated with honor. He subsequently studied law. In 1850 he

located at Waco, where he has continued to reside, In 1865 he was appointed

District Judge, and the following year was elected one of the Associate

Justices of the Supreme Court. In 1873 he was elected Governor, and on the

adoption of the new constitution was re-elected in 1876. Soon after he was elected

to the United States Senate, and on the 1st of December, 1876, he relinquished

the executive office, and in March following took his seat in the Senate.




PEASE, ELISHA M., was a native of

Connecticut, where he resided until the age of majority. His opportunities for

education were those offered by the public schools of his native State and two

terms at an academy in Westfield, Massachusetts. His time from the age of

fourteen to twenty-one was occupied as clerk in a country store and in the

postoffice at Hartford Connecticut. He spent the spring and summer of 1834 in

traveling over the Western States and Territories. In the fall of that year

business carried him to New Orleans, where his attention was directed to Texas

by the representations of many prominent citizens of that country, whose

acquaintance he there made. On the completion of his business in New Orleans,

in January, 1835, embarked on schooner, then the only mode of conveyance, for

Velasco, Texas, at the mouth of the Brazos river. After traveling over the

country as far as Mina, then the frontier settlement on the Colorado river, now

called Bastrop, he selected that place for his future home, and immediately

began the study of law with Colonel D. C. Barrett, who had just commenced

practice there.




During

that summer, besides pursuing his studies, he visited San Felipe, then the

capital of the department of Brazos and San Antonio, the capital of the

department of Bexar. He became Secretary of the Committee of Public Safety for

the jurisdiction of Mina and took an active part in all its public affairs.

When the call was made by the authorities of Gonzales, in the latter part

September, 1835, for aid in resisting the demand of the commandant at San

Antonio, for the surrender of a piece of artillery which had been furnished

them for defence against the Indians, he joined the company of Captain Robert

M. Coleman and marched to their relief. He participated in the first skirmish

of the Texas revolution at Gonzales and remained with the army until furloughed

for sickness and disability. Though still suffering from maladies that rendered

him unfit for service in the field, he visited San Felipe in the latter part of

November, where he was immediately elected, without solicitation, Secretary of

the General Council of the Provisional Government, in which office he continued

until that government was superceeded, in March, 1836, by the government ad

interim, of which David G. Burnet was President. Though not connected with

the convention that declared the Independence of Texas, he, at the request of

General Rusk and other prominent members, assisted in framing the ordinance

that organized the government ad interim and in putting the constitution

of the Republic into proper form, during the last day and night of the

convention. During the summer and fall of 1836 he acted, first, as chief clerk

of the navy department, then as chief clerk of the treasury department,

performing for a short time, the duties of acting secretary, after the death of

the Secretary, Baily Hardeman.




In

November, 1836, he was appointed clerk of the Judiciary Committee of the House

of Representatives, and drew up the laws organizing the Supreme, District,

County, Probate and Justices’ Courts. The criminal code and the laws defining

the duties of the several county officers, all of which were passed as he drew

them up, with very slight alterations. At the close of the first session of

Congress, December, 1836, President Houston tendered Mr. Pease the office of

Postmaster-General, which he declined, and spent the winter and following

spring pursuing the study of law with Colonel John A. Wharton in Brazoria

county.




In

April, 1837, he commenced the practice of law at the town of Washington, which

he abandoned in June to accept the office of Comptroller of Public Accounts,

which was tendered him, without solicitation by President Houston. He resigned

this position in December, removed to Brazoria and became the partner of

Colonel John A. Wharton in the practice of law. John W. Harris became a member of

the firm in April, 1838. Colonel Wharton died in the latter part of that year

and the business was continued for years by the firm of Harris & Pease.




Mr.

Pease devoted himself to his profession, taking an active interest in all

public affairs, but declining any public office, except that of District

Attorney, which he resigned in a few months, until annexation in 1846, when he

was elected to the House of Representatives of the first legislature from

Brazoria county. He was the author of the law regulating proceedings in the

District Courts and many other of the general laws of that session. He was

re-elected to the House in the second legislature, and as chairman of the

Judiciary Committee, wrote the Probate laws of 1848, and most of the general

laws of that session.




In the

third legislature he was elected Senator from the district composed of the

counties of Brazoria and Galveston, and served at the regular session, but

being absent from the State when the extra session of 1850 was called by

Governor Bell, he resigned.




In 1853

he became a candidate for the office of Governor. No party nominations were

made and there was one Whig candidate and five Democrats, including Mr. Pease.

He received upwards of one-third of all the votes polled, and was elected.




In 1855

an effort was made to hold a Democratic State Convention to nominate State

officers, but it failed. The Know-Nothing party had a convention and nominated

candidates for State officers. Mr. Pease announced himself as a candidate for

re-election, received the support of the Democracy and was elected by over

eight thousand majority. While he administered the Government there was much

important legislation affecting the permanent welfare of the State. The

revolutionary debt of Texas was paid, the school fund of two millions was

created; the alternate sections of the railroad grants were set apart for

public schools; the asylums for lunatics, for the deaf and dumb and for the

blind were established and grants of land were made for their support, and also

for an orphan asylum. One hundred thousand dollars was also set apart for a

State university. All these measures were recommended and warmly supported by

his influence. The expenses of the State government never exceeded the revenues

derived from taxation, and at the close of his administration Texas was

entirely free from debt.




Mr.

Pease was married in the year 1850 to Miss L. C. Niles, of Windsor,

Connecticut. They have a family of two daughters, and their home is at Wood

Lawn, adjoining the city of Austin.




Governor

Pease is a man of decided and positive opinions and exercised a large influence

in framing the general laws and policy of the State prior to the late civil

war. He always acted with the Democratic party until its organization passed

into the control of the extreme secessionists in 1859, when he supported and

aided in the election of General Houston as Governor, and A. J. Hamilton to

Congress, over the Democratic nominees. He opposed secession in 1861 as not

justified by any thing in our political situation and because he believed that

it would inevitably result in humiliation and disaster to all engaged in it. He

remained in Texas during the war, but took no part in public affairs. Since its

close he has acted with the Republican party and was supported for Governor by

the unionists when President Johnson attempted the organization of a State

Government in 1866, but was defeated by Governor Throckmorton. Subsequently in

August, 1867, he was appointed Provisional Governor by the commanding general

of the fifth military district, which office he held until the fall of 1869,

when he resigned on account of a difference of opinion between himself and the

military commander in regard to the course pursued by the latter in

re-organizing the State Government. Governor Pease represented Texas in the

Cincinnati Convention of 1872, that nominated Horace Greeley. He declined the

office of collector of customs for the port of Galveston when tendered him by

Secretary Bristow in 1874, but accepted it when it was again tendered him by

President Hayes in 1879.
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RUNNELS, HARDIN R., the sixth Governor of

Texas, was a native of Mississippi, and came to Texas in 1841. He soon after

opened a cotton plantation on Red river. For eight years he represented Bowie

county in the State legislature. In 1853–55, he was speaker of the House. In

1855 he was elected Governor. He died at his home in Bowie county in 1873.
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TROCKMORTON, J. W., the successor of

Hamilton as Governor of Texas, was born in Tennessee in 1825. In 1841 he

located in Collin county, Texas. He was in the Legislature from 1851 to 1861.

He was a member of the Secession Convention, and was one of the seven who voted

against that measure. He afterwards entered the Confederate service, as Major.

He fought under General McCulloch and General Dick Taylor. In 1863 he was again

elected to the Senate. He was made Brigadier-General by Governor Murrah in

1864. He was elected to the first Reconstruction Convention in 1866 and

presided over that body. At the ensueing popular election he was elected

Governor of the State. After about a years’ service General Sheridan,

pronounced him an impediment to Reconstruction, and removed him from office. In

1874 he was elected to the National Congress, and was re-elected in 1876.
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DAVIS, EDMUND J., who was elected Governor

of Texas in 1869, was a native of Florida. He located in Texas in 1848. He was

Deputy Collector of Customs on the Rio Grande in 1850–52. In 1853 he was

District Attorney, and from 1855–60 District Judge. On the initiation of the

civil war he expoused the cause of the Union, and in 1862 raised a regiment of

cavalry for the federal army. In 1864 he was made Brigadier-General. On the

termination of the war he returned to Texas, and was in 1866 elected to the

first Reconstruction Convention. He was President of the second Reconstruction

Convention. In 1869 while the State was under military supervision he was

elected Governor. He held the office till January, 1874.
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WOOD, GEORGE T., the third Governor of Texas,

was a native of the State of Georgia. He located in Texas in 1836. For a number

of terms he was a member of the Texas Congress, and he was also for a time

Brigadier-General of the militia. He served as a colonel throughout the Mexican

war, in which he was distinguished as a brave and efficient officer. On the

termination of that war he was elected to the State Senate. In 1847 he was

elected Governor. On the close of his term of office he retired to private

life, and died in Panola county, in 1856.
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LUBBOCK, FRANCIS R. If any one thing more

than another proves that the Almighty requires industry on the part of his created

intelligences, the infant, or young child, with no purpose in view, clearly

illustrates it. From the first dawn of life to the year, when youth changes to

young men and women, nothing is so prominent in the babe, and boy or girls as

constant activity. As the ceaseless surf on the shores of the great ocean

exemplifies the ever restless currents of the sea, so does the industrious

little one exhibit the same active, continuous, unremitting efforts of life in

the accomplishment of the objects of the Lord's creation. Industry is natural.

Industry is laudable. Industry is noble and ennobling. Industry is power.

Industry is wealth. Industry is respectable. Industry is Heaven inspiring.




There

can be no middle ground between industry and laziness. Indifference begets

idleness, and from that springs up, mushroon-like, the loafer and all his

demoralizing propensities. Benjamin Franklin commended habits of industry. He

held to the doctrine that a person was not safe without an innate love for

doing something useful. Amos Lawrence contended that unless a person was

industrious he was lazy. Thomas H. Benton “despised laziness in all its hideous

deformity,” and said a “loafer can never be believed.” Howell Cobb said,

“unless a man earned his bread and butter, he should never be allowed to eat

it.” Napoleon Bonaparte said “industry is an element of vital strength—laziness

is the certain precursor of weakness and positive evil.”




Observe

what industry accomplishes. All the great works of science and art are produced

only through patient, toil day after day, persevering. Nothing succeeds without

it. Agriculture requires preparation; then seed time followed by careful

watching and experienced husbandry, before the glorious ingathering of the

harvest. Nature is full of exhibitions of industry, and mankind is by no means

deficient in illustrations of what is gained through this grand principle of

action. In our public men we find industry a prominent characteristic of

success. Misfortunes may come and accumulated wealth may be lost through

various causes, but it rarely happens that the industrious man or woman

entirely fails in their desires for comforts. Disappointments may beset their

pathway, discouragements may throng their wayward course; obstacles may be

placed in unexpected quarters, but all such hindrances and drawbacks are

overcome by the steady, persevering man or woman, girl or boy. In the life of

Francis R. Lubbock, we find an industry rarely witnessed. He was born in

Beaufort, South Carolina, October 16, 1815. His father was Henry W. Lubbock, a

native of Georgia, who died in his thirty-seventh year, and his mother Susan

Ann Saltus, daughter of Captain Francis Saltus, of Port Royal S. C., who died

in July, 1835, in her forty-second year. Soon after the birth of their son

Frank, they moved to Charleston, and when old enough, he was sent to school.

Subsequently, he was placed in Beaufort College, and then in the South Carolina

Society School, into which only children of members were admitted. It was

during this period that his father died, suddenly, of a malignant disease,

known in that section as the “country fever”.




The

subject of our sketch was then in his fourteenth year. He, with his mother and

six other children, immediately thereafter returned to Charleston, where they

had a comfortable home, and a very small estate. Frank was the oldest boy—the

family comprising a sister older than himself one, younger, and four younger

brothers. To keep the family together, and provide such necessaries as were

absolutely requisite, the enterprising Frank sought employment and obtained a

situation in the hardware establishment of James H. Merritt, one of those

task-masters that makes a sensitive boy or man almost prefer a quiet death to

an alluring life. It was his father's intention to place his eldest son in West

Point, and in this he was aided by General James Hamilton, who subsequently

rendered such valuable services to Texas, and one of whose estimable sons,

Colonel Lynch Hamilton, now resides in Brazoria county. The lad's engagement at

once notified him to prepare for examination before leaving for the National

Military Academy, on the Hudson, and after consultation with his mother, the

opportunity to secure a thorough, practical education, and a knowledge of

military affairs so eagerly sought after by young men, was abandoned, solely

because the mother and brothers and sisters were dependont upon him. Noble boy!

he relinquished an education, such as West Point, at that day only afforded, to

stand by and help his mother and other members of the family. He was in the

hardware business, with his hard master, three years, when an offer from

Messrs. H. W. & T. F. Sullivan, dealers in general merchandise and cotton

receivers, caused him to remove to Hamburg, in the Palmetto State. In 1834, he,

with Charles T. Ketchum, was induced to go to New Orleans, and engage in the

drug business, on a capital he had saved and accumulated, through the estate

reaching nearly $2,000. They ordered their goods before leaving Hamburg, and

upon reaching the Crescent City, set about on their own mercantile career,

under the firm name of Ketchum & Lubbock; young Lubbock then being nineteen

years of age.




The

following year, February 5, 1835, he married his present wife, Miss Adele

Baron, then but sixteen years of age. Business prospered, and the outlook was

all that could be desired up to the terrible financial revolution of 1836–37.

Credits were largely extended; the sails were spread too wide, and when the day

of national contraction arrived, the stringency of the times compelled those

youthful merchants to succumb. The firm surrendered every dollar to their

creditors, and Mr. Lubbock added considerable of his wife's devise, which was

sacredly her own under the laws of Louisiana.




Within a

fortnight, Frank Lubbock was the principal book-keeper in the large house of

Whittemore, Blair & Co. His industrious habits brought him serviceable

friendships.




While on

a visit to his mother in her last illness, his brother Thomas, then seventeen

years old, determined to accompany Frank to New Orleans. Shortly after reaching

the Crescent City, W. G. Cook, since well known throughout Texas, raised a

company, called the New Orleans Greys, for service in this State. Thomas

Lubbock was the first to enroll himself, and was among those who distinguished

themselves in the capture of San Antonio, and the surrender of Coss, to the

Texans, in December, 1835. For a long time nothing was heard of Thomas, and in

October, 1836, Francis R. obtained permission from his employers and started in

pursuit of his brother. He took with him arms, ammunition, etc., one hundred

barrels of flour, and other articles of prime necessity in the “new country.”

Upon arrival at Velasco, he obtained tidings that his brother was in very bad

health, and employed with an old Beaufort friend, Captain T. W. Grayson, on the

steamboat Yellow Stone, running on the Brazos river, which the Mexicans

afterward attempted to capture or blow up, by stretching thin raw-hide ropes

across the river and firing into her chimneys.




So soon

as it was known that a vessel had arrived in port with supplies, F. R. Lubbock

was called upon by Major J. N. Mouland, and notified that the Government must

have fifty barrels of the flour. This young Lubbock refused, giving as a reason

that it had been purchased on time, and that it would be impossible for him to

receive his pay in time to meet his engagements. He, however presented the

troops with ten barrels at a cost of thirty dollars per barrel, sold the

balance to the Government and received his pay after annexation. He met his

brother and found him determined to remain in Texas. Frank then concluded to

make Texas his home, also, and after a hurried visit to Columbia, the seat of

government under the Presidency of General Sam Houston, returned to New

Orleans, and in December, 1836, came back to Texas with his family, landing at

Quintana, at the mouth of the Brazos.




In

January, 1837, through the persuasion of John K. Allen, one of the founders of

the city of Houston, Mr. Lubbock was advised to locate at Houston, the point

selected for the State Government, and to which it was to be removed the

following spring. In January of that year, he, with J. K. Allen, Judge B. C.

Franklin, Mosby Baker and others, located there, and erected the first tenements.

The State archives were soon removed from Columbia to that spot, and an extra

session of Congress called. Among the prominent men of that day, besides

President Houston, were General Rusk, Anson Jones, W. H. Jack, P. C. Jack, the

Whartons, Judge Grimes, Collin McKinney, E. M. Pease, and others.




F. R.

Lubbock was elected Assistant Clerk of the Congress, and at the next session

Chief Clerk. During this latter official term, E. M. Pease, the Comptroller,

resigned, and Mr. Lubbock, although then but twenty-two years old, was

nominated by President Houston to fill the vacancy, and was promptly confirmed

by the Senate.




When

President Lamar succeeded General Houston, Comptroller Lubbock was removed for

political reasons—because of his allegiance to the Houston party. Without

position then, he immediately engaged in farming and wood chopping on the

Buffalo Bayou, but as it was a slow business and unremunerative, he returned to

Houston and formed a co-partnership with James W. Scott, as commission

merchants. Upon the accession of General Houston to the Presidency, in 1841,

Mr. Lubbock was again appointed and confirmed as Comptroller, removed to

Austin, the present seat of Government, and again entered upon the discharge of

the duties of the office. About the same time he was elected District Clerk of

Harris county, and resigned the Comptrollership. He was elected six times to

the same position, each time defeating his opponents by large majorities. He

held the office for sixteen years.




At the

first Democratic Convention after annexation, Mr. Lubbock was one of the

secretaries. His name was placed in nomination for Comptrollor, but he

declined, and urged the selection of James B, Shaw, who was successful.




At the

Waco Convention, in 1857, he was nominated by a two-thirds vote, on the second

ballot for Lieutenant Governor, and elected over such prominent candidates as

Judge Grimes, Colonel French Smith and others. He did not seek the office, but

the office sought him. It was accorded to Mr. Lubbock for his unceasing and effective

fight against Know-Nothingism. Governor Runnels and Lieutenant Governor Lubbock

were again nominated in 1859, bu$$ were defeated by General Sam. Houston and

Colonel Edward Clark. Lieutenant-Governor Lubbock was defeated by a very few

votes, having run largely ahead of his ticket. Retiring from the cares of

State, he soon returned to his farm and ranche, near Houston, settled by him in

1846, which was quite productive.




Lieutenant-Governor

Lubbock was a Buchanan Elector in 1856, and a delegate to the Charleston and

Baltimore Conventions of 1860.




He was

elected Governor in 1861, and his inauguration took place in November of the

same month.




During

his two years’ term, Governor Lubbock was a constant worker endeavoring to

establish the independence of the Confederate States, and preserving the peace

and quiet of the frontier of Texas, then daily by the Indians and Mexicans,

through the soldiers raised in the exposed counties, which he has ever regarded

as being equal, when properly equiped, to three of the regular United States

troops, as now organized. And in this connection, it may be proper to state

that while President of the Senate the only speech he ever made in that body,

was upon the frontier defences. In this he urged the State to protect the people,

regardless of cost or the consideration of the Federal Government. As early as

January, 1863, he advised many friends of his determination not to be a

candidate for re-election, preferring to caste his lot with the army. Entering

the extraordinary conflict, he was commissioned and assigned to duty with

General McGruder, as Lieutenant Colonel, in the Adjutant Generals Department,

and subsequently with General Tom Green, who was killed in Louisiana, a few

days before Colonol Lubbock reached his command. Then with General John A.

Wharton, who was assigned to the command of all the cavalry forces in Texas,

and with whom he served until the close of the campaign of Louisiana.




In July,

1864, President Davis summoned Governor Lubbock to Richmond, with the flattering

compliment of an appointment as one of his aids, with the rank of colonel of

cavalry, and setting forth the President's desire that he should proceed at

once to the front for consultation as to the proper condition and wants of the

Trans-Mississippi Department. Generals Wharton, Harrison, Hardeman and others,

urged the Governor to accept the position, as they had full confidence that he

could greatly promote the interest of the cause and benefit the department. The

service was accepted, and in a few days afterward, he was in Richmond, and up

to the time of his capture, he was actively engaged in such a manner as to

receive the commendations of the executive, and to this day, of enjoying the

esteem and high favor of Jefferson Davis.




After

Governor Lubbock's capture, he was taken to Fortress Monroe, and thence to Fort

Delaware, near Philadelphia, where he was kept in solitary confinement upwards

of seven months, before being released. He reached Houston December 25, 1865,

and in a few days located at Harrisburg, three miles from his former ranche,

sadly crippled financially, through the effects of the war. Subsequently the

house of F. R. Lubbock & Son was established at Houston, and still remains

there, although the Governor has no connection with it, and in 1868, a similar

house was opened in Galveston. He also established a beef packing house at

Anahuac, in Chambers county, and other enterprises.




Governor

Lubbock went to Europe in the interest of the New York and Texas Beef

Preserving Company, (Allen, Poole & Co., owners) and introduced the Texas

Canned Beef with great success, in foreign markets, after furnishing the United

States Government large quantities, for navy use. The concern failed in 1874,

soon after the Governor returned home, and this circumstance entirely changed

his business intentions and prospects.




The

following year he was requested by a number of citizens of Galveston to allow

his name to be submitted to the Democratic Convention as a candidate for Mayor,

with that of Captain R. L. Fulton, who was declared to be the nominee, and who

was elected. Mayor Fulton appointed Lubbock tax collector, which position he

held for two terms. In 1876 he was elected State Treasurer.




Throughout

his industrious career, Governor Lubbock has been a States Rights’ man, having

been reared in that school of politics, in South Carolina, and, as early as

1832, was secretary of an association in that connection. He has never voted

anything but the Democratic ticket, and has always been thoroughly identified

with that party. He continues in robust health, and is equal to many

emergencies.
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BINKLEY, CHRISTOPHER C. The subject of this brief

sketch was born in Roberson county, Tennessee, on the 12th of January, 1827, of

German lineage, on the part of his father, and of English on that of his

mother. His grand-father, Jacob Binkley, was a native of North Carolina, the

youngest of seven brothers, all of whom participated in the Revolutionary war,

the struggle for our independence. After its close, Jacob married Barbara

Damewood, a native of Germany, from the former home of his father, who

emigrated from Germany to America previous to the commencement of the war of

the Revolution, and after his marriage he removed to middle Tennessee, and

located in Roberson county, where David Binkley, the father of Christopher was

born and raised. After he (David) arrived at manhood, he married Rebecca Adams,

a native of Virginia, of a highly respectable family, but reared from childhood

in Roberson county, Tennessee. By this marriage five children were born,

Christopher, the oldest, William, Susan S., Jacob M., and Mary, who died in

infancy. He was a farmer, not wealthy, but in plentiful circumstances. The

children that survived were largely above mediocrity, in reference to mental

capacity, whom he reared and educated without a stain being attached to the

character of any of them. A man of strong mind, and universally popular in his

neighborhood on account of his great kindness and generosity of feeling. Jacob

M., studied Divinity, and is now a prominent presiding Elder in the Methodist

Episcopal church, south. William engaged in agricultural pursuits, and Susan S.

married the Hon. Anthony Bryant, a gentleman of high respectability and of much

personal worth. Christopher determined to pursue the practice of law. For that

purpose he commenced the study under the direction and advice of Henry A.

Barry, Esq., at Purdy, Tennessee, a gentleman of distinguished legal ability of

that State. In a short time, through the strength of his native intellect, and

by dint of industry, was soon prepared to obtain a license to practice in the

supreme and inferior-courts of his native State, which he did without the

slightest difficulty, and immediately thereafter commenced the practice at

Savannah, Tennessee, in connection with his preceptor, but in a short time he

changed his location to the county seat of his native county, Springfield,

where he remained until the fall of 1853, when he, and his fathers’ family

moved and located in Grayson county, Texas, where they still remain, and where

he again engaged in the practice of law, and succeeded beyond his most sanguine

expectations, being employed on one side of almost every case on the docket in

Grayson county, and having a fair practice in sundry other counties. In a few

years he gained a reputation as a sound, reliable, trustworthy lawyer of

unquestionable punctuality and integrity. He never advised a client to bring a

doubtful suit, nor did he ever cause an action to be brought which he failed to

gain. From his lucrative practice he soon acquired ample means to sustain a

family, and in March 1857, he married Sallie Goode, a native of Kentucky, the

daughter of Benjamin Goode, a gentleman of limited means, but of good

reputation. Sallie was a well educated, intelligent and beautiful lady, and her

excellence was such that she gained the esteem of all those with whom she had

social relations. With her he lived in all the contentment and happiness

peculiar to the most fortunate married life, until 1870. But alas! this

domestic comfort and consolation was doomed to cease, Mrs. Binkley was stricken

with a violent malady which terminated in her death, which was not only the

cause of the deepest sorrow and affliction to her husband, but of much regret

to all her large circle of friends. In 1873, he married Katie, oldest daughter

of Colonel J. M. Wilson, formerly of Missouri, another highly accomplished and

beautiful lady, with whom he lived in contentment and happines, surrounded with

all the convenience and comfort that money could purchase, until January, 1878,

She, too, was snatched away by death's relentless hand, which loss was most keenly

felt by her husband and the elite circle in which she moved; creating a void

not easily filled.




 In

politics he was originally a Whig, and was opposed to Secession, and after the

late war he took the Republican side of the politics of the country. He is a

man of great boldness and determination of purpose, and when it becomes

necessary, will act regardless of consequences.




In 1870

the members of the bar in his Judical District (without his solicitation)

presented his name to E. J. Davis, who was at the time Governor of the State of

Texas, to appoint him Judge of the District in which he resides, which request

was complied with. He accepted and filled the position with credit to himself

and profit to the country, giving as general satisfaction to the bar and public

perhaps, as any man that ever occupied the bench. In 1872, while on the bench,

he organized the Merchants and Planters Bank of Sherman. At the time of its

organization, on account of his extensive acquaintance and high standing for

integrity and personal ability, the stockholders solicited him to accept the

Presidency of that Institution, which position he has held to the present time.

He was not an active officer in the Bank until the fall of 1873, when the

financial panic came upon the country. He at the urgent request of the

stockholders, resigned his Judgeship to take effect in January 1874, and assume

the management of of the Bank. Since which time he has given his personal

attention to it. In his official business transactions he is scrupulously

exact, but in his private relations he is liberal and given to generous

impulses. He has been, and is now, one of the leading spirits of Sherman in

every enterprise for the advancement of the city and public good. He is clear

sighted, has strong convictions, a fine sense of honor, ripe judgment, and is

governed by them without thought of fear or favor.




Although

Judge Binkley is not a member of any religious denomination, he is a firm

believer in the faith, and contributes as largely as any man in the city to the

support of the gospel.




He has

succeeded without any extraneous aid, whatever, in accumulating large means,

both of money and property, and upon appropriate occasions, he disposes of it

liberally. The worthy indigent, never approach him for aid in vain. From his

boyhood he has been invariably neat and gentlemanly in his dress and

appearance, having a fine physique, naturally erect, and straight, strangers

often suppose that he is a haughty, proud man, which is by no means the case.

It is true, that he never mixes with the rabble but, with his friends, he is

congenial, and social. In his business relations, he is kind and attentive to

all. With regard to integrity, honor and truthfulness, Judge Binkley has but

few equals, and no superior




In

conclusion, we present in this connection the opinion of the press, given in an

article published by the Sherman Courier, in reference to his merits, on

retiring from the bench.




HON. C.

C. BINKLEY.




 




“This

distinguished gentleman having resigned from the bench, it affords us a high

gratification to bear testimony to the very able, honest and conscientious

manner with which he has discharged the duties of his trust. Whatever

objections may be urged against the judicial appointees of the late Governor

Davis, nothing can be truthfully said in derogation of Judge Binkley, whether

in his social, professional, or official relations. In his judical career he

has been singularly fortunate in establishing the reputation of being not only

an able and thoroughly competent judge, but commanding the respect and

confidence, both of the bar and people of this district, without distinction of

party.




Attached

to a political party, that openly encourages and rewards bribery, venality and

corruption in its judicial officers, he has set an example worthy of all

commendation, and has born a character of stainless integrity and unblemished

honor. Truly might Milton's words be applied to him:




“Amid

the faithless, faithful only he.”




 




Had the

question of his tenure of office ever been brought before him, for judicial

interpretation, it is our opinion that he would have decided himself out of

office, if, in his judgment the true exposition of the law demanded it. And

this can be said of but few Republican judges. Cold, proud, and haughty as his

exterior would indicate, his veins are full of the milk of human kindness, and

in his breast there beats a warm and generous heart. We have often been struck

at his exceeding great humanity toward criminals. A blood-thirsty and

vindictive spirit toward a prisoner, he was never known to display, and to

inject an argument against one in his charge, as is too often indulged in by

the bench, or to call back a jury to deliver an oral charge against one in the

absence of his counsel, he would have scorned as acts of inexpressible

meanness.




And to

facilitate convictions by volunteering hints and suggestions to prosecuting

counsel, he would have considered alike reprehensible. Judge Binkley has doffed

the ermine with the proud consciousness of having discharged his duty

faithfully and well, and having by no act of his cast a stain or blemish upon

it, will go into retirement with the best wishes of his fellow citizens for his

health, happiness and prosperity. Had the high standard of official integrity

set by Judge Binkley, been followed by his party, it would not to-day be the

by-word and hissing object it is among the nations, and a foul stench in the

nostrils of all decent and honorable people.”
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BELL, P. HANSBOROUGH, was a native of

Virginia. In March 1836 he landed at Velasco. He fought as a private at the

battle of San Jacinto. He was Inspector General in 1839. In 1845 he was made

captain of rangers. He acted bravely during the Mexican war as a colonel of

volunteers. He was elected Governor of Texas in 1849, and discharged the duties

of the office till 1853, having been again elected in 1851. For two terms he

represented the Western district in the United States Congress. At the close of

his representation in Congress, he married and located in North Carolinia.
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MAVERICK, SAMUEL A., (BY GEORGE CUPPLES, M.

D.) In all ages and among all peoples, from the times of which history has no

record, even unto our own day, it has been held a sacred duty to celebrate the

merits of the dead, the exploits of warriors, the services rendered by

legislators and sages, the moral exellence of men noted for their virtues and

their public services. In the dim pre-historic ages the burial places of their

forefathers were held in sacred awe by all races of men that have left vestiges

of their customs and of their existence on the surface of the globe; and,

indeed, of many of these, their places of scpulture furnish the sole glimpse of

their degree of culture and advancement. The deeds of fame of heroes, the

services of sages, of benefactors of their race, are preserved in the mythology

of the Greeks and Romans, and of races older still—to whom the former owed

their knowledge—the Egyptians, the Chaldeans, the Hindoos and the tribes of far

Cathay.




The lays

and legends of barbarous and semi-civilized tribes and peoples, the scattered

rudiments of literature, preceded the invention of the alphabet and the art of

expressing sounds by symbols, and had for subject and inspiration the deeds of

those who had distinguished themselves beyond their fellows. All their customs

and usages, at far as known to us, mark their reverence of memory of their

dead, and the traditions of their good and noble actions. Shall a duty

recognized by our uncultivated predecessors be neglected by us who claim to

excel in the fulfillment of all civic obligations?




In this

the seventh decade of this marvellous century, when the march of progress and

of change hurries us on with breathless speed, and when revolutions in

politics, in social and physical science succeed each other with such rapidity

as to leave us scanty opportunity to look back on the past, absorbed as we are

in the present, it is well, I say, that events happening in our midst should

arrest our attention and claim our homage for those who, descending to the tomb

in the fullness of age, leave the record of a life which connects our stormy

and troubled present with the calmer past, and who are worthy to serve as an

example and pattern to their successors in the arena of life.




More

especially does it behoove you, on whom devolves the duty of preserving the

remembrance of the worthies of the West, to mark your appreciation of the

public services and of the public and private virtues of one who, having

espoused in his youth the cause of struggling liberty in Texas, defended her in

war, served her in peace, guided her in her commencing career by his counsels,

proclaimed to the world her Declaration of Independence, suffered for her in

person and property, bore the pains of prison and of fetters for her sake;

gloried in her triumph, and to the close of a blameless life, ‘mid trials such

as fall to the lot of few men, bore himself as a true Texan and a faithful

patriot. Need I say that such a man was Samuel A. Maverick?




The name

of Maverick is of old standing in the New England States, the founders of the

family having emigrated from England at an early period of the settlement of

this country. A young man of this name fell in one of the affrays which occured

in the streets of Boston, immediately before the memorable tea party. Another

branch of the family settled in New York, I have in my posession a diploma or

certificate issued to a master mason—in English, Spanish and French—handsomely

engraved on parchment, by Peter Maverick, and published by Bro. Samuel

Maverick, of New York. An ancestor of the subject of this notice settled in

South Carolina, where the grandfather of the deceased, after serving in the war

of the Revolution, died soon after its close, reduced to poverty by losses

sustained in its course. His son the father of our Mr. Maverick, consequently

began life penniless, but by industry, united to capacity and integrity, he

rose from being a clerk in a large establishment in Charleston, to be sole

proprietor of three business houses, and had the credit of being a pioneer in

numerous successful enterprises. He shipped the first bale of cotton from

America, and thus materially aided in establishing a commerce which has spread

over the world and has penetrated into regions the most remote of the globe,

carrying civilization and enlightment to the farthest corners of the earth. The

enterprises of this remarkable man extended even to the Celestial Empire, at

that day all but inaccessible to America. Having accumulated a large fortune he

removed to Pendleton, South Carolina, where he built a residence, and remained

until his death, in 1852, largely interested in land speculations.




Here

SAMUEL AGUSTUS MAVERICK was born on the 28th of July, 1803, his mother being a

daughter of General Robert Anderson, of South Carolina, of Revolutionary

renown. Of Mr. Maverick's boyhood and youth little is known. Having received

his preliminary education in his own state, he entered Yale College where he

graduated. During his journeyings to and from Yale he made the acquaintance of

one destined to be for long years his friend and neighbor, and to follow him to

the tomb at an interval of but thirteen days. This was the late William B.

Jacques, who often spoke of the gravity and sedateness beyond his years of the

young Maverick, whom he had first known in the morning of life.




At this

time Mr. Maverick's friends looked forward to the time when he should become a

leading man, and he himself was ambitions to excel and to take a political

stand. But his views were diametrically opposed to the nullification ideas of

the Carolinians, and he could not compromise with his opinions. He was not a

disciple of Calhoun, though personally an admirer of the transcendent talent of

that great statesman. Finding himself in politics directly at variance with all

his neighbors, he left the State. An incident growing out of this difference

had, no doubt, an important part in determining him to such a step as

emigration, then much less common than now. His father on one occasion, after

having answered Mr. Calhoun in a speech of great power, was made the subject of

some intemperate remarks, which his son resented by challenging the utterer of

them. In the encounter he wounded his antagonist, and afterward nursed him

until his recovery. With our knowledge of the man, never shrinking from

personal risk, we may well imagine that the painful necessity of chastising the

aggressor on this occasion, had great influence in his decision to leave South

Carolina. Previous to this he had studied law under Henry St. George Tucker, at

Winchester, Virginia, and he had been admitted to practice at the bar of his

own State.




He first

moved to Alabama, and thence, in 1834, to Texas, arriving at San Antonio in

1835. In the fall of that year Messrs. Maverick, John W. Smith and P. B. Cocke

were arrested by Colonel Ugartchla, commanding the Mexican troops who occupied

the city. During their incarceration they contrived to keep up intelligence

with General Burleson, commanding the Texan army then investing the town. On

one occasion these three gentlemen were sentenced on suspicion to be shot, and

were actually marched to the place of execution, when Mrs. Smith, now the wife

of Mr. James B. Lee, living on the Medina, appeared on the ground, fell upon

the earth, embracing the feet of the Mexican commander, begging him piteously

for a further investigation of their case. The investigation was finally

granted, and resulted in the clearing of the prisoners, who were, however, kept

under a close guard. They made their escape, nevertheless, and joined the Texan

army. Early on the morning of the 5th of December, 1835, Colonel Ben Milam

attacked the city; S. A. Marverick as guide, with Milam at the head of the

right division, moving down Soledad street to the La Garza House—Johnson commanding

the left, marching down Acequia street to the same point, with John W. Smith

for guide. The cannon posted at the corner of the Main Plaza swept these

streets. To procure water our troops took the Veramendi House by digging a

trench of five feet in depth across the street during the night of the 5th, and

so going back and forth with heads bent to avoid the grape shot. Of the seven

hundred volunteers under General Burleson at the Old Mill above town, only two

hundred and fifty were under Milam—others joined them two days later, but the

greater number had gone home to Goliad, where a force was then gathering to

move against Matamoras. On the 8th, Milam was killed in the yard of the

Veramendi House, being shot through the head; and by his side stood Mr. Maverick.

On the 10th, the Mexicans ran up the white flag of surrender. The Texan troops

had fought incessantly night and day, and had taken all the square block of

buildings fronting on the north side of the Main Plaza, by digging through the

walls of the houses from one to another. Where the Plaza House now stands there

lived the priest, Padre Garza; from this house the Texans made a charge and

took and spiked the guns, the fire of which had been concentrated on that

building and was fast crumbling it down. In this charge Colonel Ward lost a

leg, and the young Carolinian, Bonham, an eye. The Mexican gunners fled or were

cut to pieces. This was on the morning of the 10th, and was followed by the

capitulation of General Cos, who was permitted to retire with his troops across

the Rio Grande.




Mr.

Maverick's absence on March 6th, 1836, the day of the massacre of the Alamo,

was due to his being sent a delegate to the Convention of the people of Texas, in

which capacity he, on the 2d of March, signed the Declaration of Independence;

the Hon. Jose Antonio Navarro being the other delegate from the municipality of

Bexar, also present and signing.




After

the battle of San Jacinto, the result of which secured the safety of Texas, for

a time at least, Mr. Maverick returned to Alabama, where he married, in August

of the same year, and in 1838, returned to San Antonio with his family.




In

March, 1842, General Vasquez invaded western Texas, entering San Antonio with

nine hundred men. On this occasion, Mr. Twohig blew up his store to prevent the

ammunition it contained from falling into the hands of the enemy. The few

American families then living in San Antonio had made good their escape in

time; retiring to the Brazos river. The family of Mr. Maverick did not return

to San Antonio until 1847.




On the

12th of September, of the same year, the District Court being in session, a

Mexican citizen, now dead, was visited by some of his countrymen, known to be

in the Mexican service; from them he ascertained that General Woll was close at

hand with a force of fourteen hundred men. This intelligence he communicated to

Don Antonio Manchaca,$$ who lost no time in making it known Judge Hutchison.

The few troops stationed in San Antonio immediately withdrew, but the American

citizens, with the members of the bar, the presiding judge at their head,

decided on defending the place; Mr. Maverick, who was urgent in favor of this

course, declaring that they ought to set the example of resistence, and

whatever might be their fate, they would at least check the advance of the

enemy, and give time for succor to arrive from the few scattered settlements

which existed at that early day in western Texas. They accordingly, on the

night of Saturday, the 12th, took up their position on the flat roof of the

building known as Maverick's, forming the corner of Commerce and Soledad

streets, and commanding all the entrances to the Main Plaza. This little band

numbered fifty-three Americans and one Mexican, Mr. Manchaca, who had served

through the War of Independence, from Bexar to San Jacinto, and was especially

marked for vengeance by Santa Anna. Soon after daylight, in a thick fog, the

Mexican troops entered the Main Plaza, music in front, little expecting the

reception that awaited them. A pealing volley from the Texan rifles checked

their march, and before Woll could withdraw them, fourteen were slain outright

and twenty-seven wounded. Having placed his men under cover, General Woll

brought up two six-pounder guns, and being well advised of the numerical

weakness of the Texans, made his disposition for surrounding them and cutting

off their escape. On the roof of the Dwyer House, on the south-east corner of

the Plaza, he posted thirty-five Cushatta Indians, who formed part of his

force. Another detachment crossed the river and took post near the large Pecan

tree, in front of the barracks. The east bank was guarded by cavalry, also, and

the preparations of the Mexican commander being now complete, he sent an office

with a flag, to summon the little band to surrender as honorable prisoners of

war, adding, that if the conditions offered were not accepted within ten

minutes, he would advance with the bayonet. During the fire of musketry and

artillery to which they were exposed while Woll was posting his troops, it is

singular that not one of the little band of Texans was hit; they being

partially covered by the low parapet of the flat-roofed house. The only one of

them who received any injury was Mr. Manchaca, who was struck on the knee by a

fragment of stone detached by a round shot—from the effects of which he walks

lame to this day. Resistance being evidently vain, the small band surrendered,

and were, on the retreat of Woll, marched to the Castle of Perote, and there

imprisoned, under circumstances of the greatest harshness




General

Woll has been generally and loudly denounced for breach of faith toward his

prisoners; but it is not generally known that in sparing their lives he

disobeyed the express orders of President Santa Anna, to put to death every man

taken with arms in his hands as a rebel and a traitor. These orders were shown

by Woll, in 1863, to an intimate friend of Mr. Maverick (now present)—on which

occasion he made many friendly inquiries for Maverick, Colquhoun, Twohig, and

others, by name. When asked why he had not defended his course by the

publication of these orders, Woll replied that he himself owed, not only his

life, under similar circumstance, to the intervention of Santa Anna, but also his

position in the Mexican army, and that he could not, honorably, vindicate

himself by the exposure of one to whom he owed so much.




After

the surrender of Maverick, Colquhoun, Twohig, Hutchinson, and their companions,

Woll, was utterly defeated, with great loss, five miles from San Antonio, on

the Solado, by the Texans under Hayes and Burleson, and without loss on their

own side, if we except the La Grange company under Captain Dawson, which was

surrounded by the Mexican troops in the prairie, while on the march to

rendezvous, and cut to pieces; seven only of the number escaping.




On the

23d, Woll marched on his return to Mexico, carrying his fellow-prisoners with

him. On the way, one of the number, Mr. Cunningham, died and was buried on the

Leona. On their arrival at Perote they were subjected to the most humiliating

and cruel treatment, being confined to cells, and frequently chained two

together; Major Colquhoun being, if I mistake not, Mr. Maverick's companion in

these bonds of adversity. Of these they were relieved, from time to time, to

work on a stone quarry, or on the road which Santa Anna was constructing to his

palace of Tacubaya. I have seen the quondam prisoners smile grimly when

allusion was made to the little work the Mexicans got out of the Texan captives.

While they were here, many attempts were made to bribe them with promises of

office and favor, and Mr. Maverick, particularly, was approached, on account of

his influence in Bexar; but he like his companions in captivity, had naught but

scorn for their offers, which utterly failed to seduce them from their faith

and allegiance to Texas.




By the

intercession of Waddy Thompson, then American minister to Mexico, and a

relative of Mr. Maverick, the latter, with Judge William E. Jones and old Judge

Hutchinson, were released in April, 1843; others were released at the instance

of the British minister, while others, of whom the leader was John Twohig,

disdained to ask protection from either power, and manfully dug their way out

of the fortress, making good their escape to Texas, in the spring of 1844.




The

following extract from a report of a speech made by General Waddy Thompson, at

Greenville, South Carolina, in May 1844, sets the conduct and character of Mr.

Maverick during his captivity, in the most honorable light. “Among the many

interesting incidents which General Thompson mentioned, there was one

particularly so, as it related particularly to a gentleman born and educated in

this neighborhood—Mr. Samuel A. Maverick—which, in the language of General Thompson

was not only honorable to the man himself, but to human nature. Mr. Maverick

was a young man of large fortune, with a young wife and three or four

interesting children. When he arrived at his prison, at Perote, he wrote to

General Thompson, informing him that he was there, and in chains, but said that

he neither asked nor expected any interposition from General Thompson, as he

considered that such interposition might not be proper, and only asking the

General to convey some letters to his family. General Thompson, nevertheless,

set about obtaining his release, and as there was then a negotiation on foot

for re-annexation of Texas to Mexico, General Thompson wrote to Mr. Maverick,

saying that if he was really in favor of such re-annexation and would say so,

he thought his release would certainly be granted, as he General Thompson,

would say to Santa Anna that any promise which Maverick made would certainly he

complied with. Mr Maverick replied: ‘I regret that I cannot bring myself to

think that it would be to the interest of Texas to re-unite with Mexico. This

being my settled opinion, I cannot sacrifice the interest of my country even to

obtain my liberty; still less can I say so when such is not my opinion, for I

regard a lie as a crime, and one which I cannot commit. I must, therefore, make

up my mind to wear my chains, galling as they are.’ General Thompson said that

the virtue and constancy of Regulus, which had immortalized his name, did not

excel this; and he felt a special pride in this heroic virtue because Mr.

Maverick was a South Carolinian, his neighbor, and the ‘kinsman of his

kinsman.’”




I have

dwelt at length on the history of the taking of San Antonio, and the adventures

of the prisoners taken there, as they constitute the episode of the Texas-Mexican

war, of which San Antonio was the theater, and they may give some idea of the

dangers and hardships to which the old Texans were exposed.




During

his captivity, Mr. Maverick was elected by his fellow citizens of Bexar to the

Senate. On his return, he found his family at La Grange, all sick; after

removing them to the coast, near Decrows Point, he returned to South Carolina

to procure means to meet obligations which he had assumed in many instances for

the relief of his more necessitous companions in captivity. He gradually sold

his property elsewhere and invested in Texas lands. In 1847 he returned to San

Antonio, where he continued to reside up to the time of his death, September

2nd of this year.




In 1838

he took out his law license in San Antonio, From 1838 until 1842 he was one of

Hayes’ minute men, and often followed the trail of the marauding Indians under

that celebrated chieftain. He accompanied his old leader, in 1848, on his

expedition to open the route from San Antonio to El Paso del Norte. On this

memorable trip they lost their way, and were at the point of starvation—one man

actually perishing of hunger; when they were guided by Indians to San Elisario,

on the Rio Grande, where they found food and rest. Their route back from El

Paso established the present road by Devil's river, Fort Stockton and Fort

Davis.




And now,

I approach an era in Mr. Maverick's life without a notice of which I should

signally fail of doing justice to his character. We have seen that in 1834 he

was driven by his opposition to nullification in South Carolina, to seek a home

elsewhere. In 1860 he appeared on the stage of public events, an ardent,

zealous, and fearless advocate of secession—and in this there was no

inconsistency; a Union man as long as the Union guaranteed and protected the

dignity and sovereignty of the States which composed it, and the rights of

their citizens; he advocated and strove for secession when he saw that those

rights could not be maintained in the Union, and that the Constitution had

failed to be the Ægis its framers had fondly hoped and meant it to be. A

scholar, his mind was too well versed in historic lore, and his intellect too

rich in the wisdom which deduces lessons for our guidance in the present from

the annnals of the past, not to know that revolutions once arrived at a certain

point, continue to progress at increasing speed. A true Republican, he foresaw

innovations which would substitute the will of the majority for the rights of

the minority, and which would change the whole fabric of the Government and

institutions for which his fathers and himself had periled their lives.




In

February, 1861 as one of the Commissioners of the Committee, of Public Safety,

he was charged with the delicate duty of procuring the removal of the United States

troops from the State of Texas—and that all this was affected without

bloodshed, and with so little inconvenience or humiliation to the officers and

men who had so long been friends among us, constitute one of his highest titles

to the respect and gratitude of his fellow-citizens. And a very little

acquaintance with the situation of affairs at that time will satisfy any one,

whatever views he may entertain on the question of secession, that but for this

action of the Commissioners, civil war would have been inaugurated in the

State; the Federal troops—numerous, well equipped and well commanded, forming a

nucleus for an army composed of the forces which the Governor had already

commanded to organize or the maintenance of Federal authority. Not one who knows

the feelings which prevailed throughout Texas can doubt that the Union army

would have succumbed, but I repeat, that to the prudent yet energetic action of

the Commissioners, and of their coadjutors, Texas owes it that no blood was

then shed within her borders, and that she escaped the herrors of war which

devastated her sister States.




With

this closed the public functions, of Mr. Maverick, which he had exercised in

various capacities from that memorable day when he affixed his signature to the

Declaration of Independence, and always with credit to himself and advantage to

his constituents; his public services in either House, in conventions, or in

any capacity whatever, being rendered with a disinterestedness and freedom from

all personal and party considerations; which, I trust, will yet again be

imitated in the legislative halls of our State.




From

this imperfect sketch of the life of our lamented associate, it may be

understood what manner of man he was. In all the qualities which constitute the

true gentleman he was confessedly preeminent. Truthful to a punctilio, no man

can say that he ever used equivocal language, and his sincerity was testified

so by the confidence he commanded from all who knew him. And of those who

enjoyed that privilege, who is there who does not remember and admire that

courtesy of the old school which is fast passing away?




Prudent

and considerate, he never said of the absent, one word, which uttered in their

presence, could have wounded or pained them. Modest and retiring to a fault, he

ever manifested that forgetfulness of his own comfort and convenience which is

the true test of good breeding.




His

personal bravery was as patent as the sun at noonday. In moral courage he knew

no superior. From that hour of jeopardy, when he signed the Declaration of

Independence, to the last public act of his life, there was no hesitation, no

wavering, no consideration of risk to persons or property.




It has

been said, and not without truth—alas for the perversity of human nature!—that

no man of worth can live without making enemies; this may be so, but if it be,

Mr. Maverick's case furnishes the exception, which, according to the old

scholastic dictum, proves the rule; for, manifold as were the occasions

which his vast landed possessions and his public functions at various times

furnished for collision with the interests and passions of others, I verily

believe he passed from earth without leaving on its surface a single personal

enemy. Not that he courted popularity, for no man ever lived more independent

of the prejudices of fashion of the world, and many personal peculiarities

stamped him with an individuality all his own. And if, on rare occasions, amid

the turmoil of civil commotion and revolutionary license, some pigmy of a

hostile press sought to cast a stain on the record of this good man, ‘twas but

the homage he paid to virtues which he could never aspire to emulate.




It may

be thought by some that he was close and penurious, that he loved money more than

the world deems right; but in this opinion the world, as is often the case, was

very much mistaken,—those who knew him best, his oldest and most intimate

friends, knew him to be most liberal and most generous when a worthy of

expenditure offered. True, he was careful and prudent in the management of his

affairs; he was frugal and unostentatious in his habits, and he carried into

practice his philosophic scorn of the gewgaws of fashion and of display. Years

ago, when sickness and distress pressed hard on the poorer classes in San

Antonio, secretly, and as a thief in the night, Mr. Maverick came unto the then

mayor of the city; bearing something under his cloak—that cloak which, among

the older inhabitants, may be remembered as an historical relic—drawing forth

the hidden object, Mr. Maverick, in his peculiar hurried manner, begged his

honor to undertake the distribution among the necessitous of a thousand

dollars, his contribution in this time of suffering, and above all, to say

nothing of it.




Such was

the penuriousness of this good man, “who did good by stealth, and would have

blushed to find it fame.” Would to God there were more misers of this stamp

among us!




I would

sum up his character in the words of one who witnessed his first appearance at

the bar of this District Court, and who formed one of the long procession which

bore him to the tomb: “Mr. Maverick's distinguishing characteristics were the

same through life; quiet, sedate, courteous, gentle and dignified; none knew

him but to respect and admire him. More eminently just and dispassionate than

brilliant and captivating, mature age found him a venerated exemplar of all the

virtues.”




Thus

have I feebly, but truthfully, sought to sketch for you the life and character

of our late associate. His honored head has been laid in the grave, the place

which knew him shall know him no more for ever; but his services to Texas and

his sufferings in her behalf are a part of her history. His virtues shine forth

as a light unto the feet of those who seek to tread the path of life with

honors to themselves and with benefit to their fellows.




To this

society he leaves the signal honor of having inscribed his name on the roll of

its founders, and the task of rearing on the site, which you owe to his

munificence, an edifice which may do honor to the donor and credit to your

young Association, the Alamo Literary Society; a task in which I trust you will

be aided by the wealthier members of the community.




To the

inheritors of his name he has bequeathed a heritage richer than broad lands,

more precious than fine gold—the name of a just, an upright and a conscientious

man, of one who never compromised with his convictions, who never bowed the

knee to expediency; and let them ever remember that the name they bear has long

been a synonyme for honor, integrity and truth.
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MURRAH, PENDLETON, Governor of Texas from

1863 to the close of the civil war, was a native of South Carolina. He early in

life became a lawyer, and settled in Alabama. He afterward located in Harrison

county, Texas. In 1857 he represented that county in the Legislature. In 1863

he was elected Governor. On the termination of the war he sought refuge in

Mexico, and died in Monterey in July, 1865.
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ROBERTS, ORAN MILO, of Tyler, Smith county, was

born in Laurens District, South Carolina, July 11, 1815. Moved when quite

young, to Alabama, where he was raised and educated. Graduated at the

University of Alabama, at Tuscaloosa, in 1836, in a class of twelve, among whom

were Hon. Frank W. Bowden, and Hon. Washington D. Miller, who also came to

Texas, and occupied prominent positions in this State. Most, if not all, of the

remaining members of the class became prominent in other States. Governor

Roberts moved to Texas in 1841, and settled in the eastern part of the State,

where he has since resided. He was District Attorney of his district in 1844–5;

appointed District Judge in 1846, and continued on the district bench until

1851. Upon the death of Hon. Abner S. Liscomb, Associate Justice of the Supreme

Court, in 1857, Governor Roberts was nominated by the bar of Austin, to the

vacancy, notwithstanding up to that time, he had never been west of the Brazos

river, and consequently was personally unknown at the capital. His nomination

was seconded by the bar of Ellis, and other counties in northern and eastern

Texas, and he was elected to the honorable position, his opponents being Hon

Peter W. Gray, of Houston; Hon. Benjamin C. Franklin, of Galveston, and Hon.

Thomas J. Jennings, of Smith county.




In 1861,

while still Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, Governor Roberts was

elected from Smith county, a member of the Constitutional (secession)

Convention, of which body he was elected President by acclamation. In 1862 he

resigned his seat on the bench and entered the Confederate army, and was

elected colonel of the Eleventh Texas infantry, with which he served in the

Trans-Mississippi Department, “Walker's Division,” during the greater part of

the campaigns of that gallant corps in Arkansas and Louisiana. In 1864, and

while he was with his command, Governor Roberts was elected Chief Justice of

the Supreme Court, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death ef Hon. Royall

T. Wheeler. After the close of the war, he returned to his home in Smith

county, and resumed the practice of his profession. He was elected a member of

the Constitutional Convention of 1866, and made chairman of the Judiciary

Committee of that body, which was composed of some of the very ablest

representative men of the State. On the 24th of August, in the same year

(1866), he was elected by the legislature a Senator in the United States

Congress for the unexpired term ending March 4th, 1869; his colleague elected

at the same time, being the venerable ex-President, David G. Burnet, now deceased.

They were, however, not permitted to take their seats in Congress—the

“Reconstruction Act” having become a law, and the seceding States remanded to

military rule. From 1868 to 1870, Governor Roberts was a professor in the law

school at Gilmer, Upshur county, still practicing his profession. In 1874, upon

the accession of a Democratic State administration, he was re-appointed by

Governor Coke to his former position as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and

was elected to the same position by the people, under the new Constitution,

February 15th, 1876, which office he filled until nominated for Governor by the

Democratic State Convention, in July, 1878, receiving a unanimous vote of the

Convention, after the withdrawal of all the other candidates. Thereupon, he

resigned his position as Chief Justice, to take effect October 1st, and was

elected Governor November 5th, 1878, receiving 157,992 votes, against 55,088

votes cast for W. H. Hamman, Greenback nominee, and 23,529 votes cast for A. B-

Norton, Republican nominee.
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HAMILTON, ANDREW J., Provisional Governor of

Texas in 1865, by appointment of President Johnson was a native of Alabama. He

located in Texas in 1846, he was Attorny-General. He afterward was a member of

the Legislature. In 1859 he was elected to Congress, where he was conspicuous

as an opponent of secession. During the war he was absent from Texas. In the

summer of 1865 he was appointed Provisional Governor by Andrew Johnson. He was

a member of the second Reconstruction Convention, and as such was prominent in

getting a liberal Electoral Bill engrafted into the Constitution of 1868.

Governor Hamilton died in Austin, in 1875.
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BEE, BARNARD E. In perpetuation of whose

fame and deeds Bee county, in this state, was named, was a native of

Charleston, South Carolina, and son of Thomas Bee. This gentleman was a member

of Congress from South Carolina in 1778, and appointed United States Judge for

South Carolina by President Washington. He held the office till his death in

1812. Barnard E. Bee, the son, took an active and prominent part for his state

in the nullification struggle of 1832. His fortunes were thus impaired and he

turned his steps to the West. A month after the battle of San Jacinto, he was

on the Collette with the army of Texas, under General Rusk; was, for a time Secretary

of the Treasury under President Burnet; then Secretary of War under Houston,

and his name will be found on the bounty warrants of most of the soldiers of

the Texas Revolution. He became Secretary of State on the succession of General

Mirabeau B. Lamar as President of the Republic. Soon after, in consideration of

his having been one of the personal escorts of General Santa Anna, when sent by

President Houston to Washington city, that in the august presence of General

Jackson, the President of the United States, he might renew the promises he had

voluntarily made to the Texan Government, when asking for his release from

captivity, he was commissioned as Minister to Mexico in the belief that as

Santa Anna was again in power and supreme ruler of Mexico he would acknowledge

the independende of the Republic, and conclude with it a treaty of amity and

commerce. Colonel Bee left New Orleans a passenger on a vessel of war of the

United States, but on arriving judged it prudent to await the subsiding of the not

unexpected commotion produced by his somewhat audacious mission. He there

became the guest of Admiral Bandin, of the French navy, with whom he had become

acquainted when on his recent visit to Galveston in his official capacity. From

the deck of the French ship Colonel Bee opened communication with the shore,

and received a cordial invation from the patriot General Victoria—a man noted

in Mexican history as good and great—to become his guest in the City of Vera

Cruz until such time as the will of the government at Mexico could be

ascertained. Whereupon the minister from Texas landed at Vera Cruz, and was

treated with every consideration, although we expect he did not take much pains

to show himself often on the streets of that city. In due course of courier

express an answer was received from Santa Anna, in which he stated that as a

private gentleman there was no one whose visit would be more welcome to him

than that of Colonel Bee, and in that capacity invited him to visit the capital

and become his guest, but as the envoy of the revolted province of Texas it

would be beneath the dignity of the nation to receive him, which ended the

mission and Colonel Bee returned to Texas. We recollect at the time that

reports reached Texas that our envoy had been insulted or stoned by the

populance of Vera Cruz, which proved not true in in any respect. There were

very few who believed at that time that Santa Anna would remember his promises

when fairly made, and which he repeated in the presence of General Jackson, but

Colonel Bee, who was himself the soul of honor and truth, having been a witness

both officially and socially of these pledges, believed that as the time had

come when he could do so, he would remember them, and that at least an

opportunity should be given him to do so. The result was as above stated.




On his

return to Texas, Colonel Bee was appointed charge d'affaires to

Washington city, in which capacity he remained until the close of the administration

of General Lamar, and on his return often charmed his friends with his

description of his delightful social intercourse with Mr. Webster, Secretary of

State, Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Clay and others of that splendid galaxy of official

honor, talent and refinement which distinguished Washington city at the time of

the Harrison and Tyler administrations. Colonel Bee held no public office after

that epoch, yet when the enemy attempted a renewal of the war on Texas, in the

spring of 1842 (Vasquez's invasion), the old colonel was seen at San Antonio,

ready with his counsel, as well as with the sword he had drawn in the war of

1812 and 1836, to defend the home of his adoption, the the Republic that he had

helped to create, and to which he had given his fealty. It may not be amiss to

state, as an evidence of the regard and esteem in which he was held by Mr.

Tyler and his Cabinet, when residing in Washington as a representative of

Texas, his son, Barnard E. Bee, a youth of sixteen years of age, received the appointment

of cadet at West Point, from the Republic of Texas, admitting him to all the

privileges of the institution, except the monthly pay of the cadet (which was

paid by Colonel Bee) but as this appointment was as irregular as it was

complimentary to Colonel Bee, it was soon after arranged that he should be

borne on the rolls to fill a vacancy from South Carolina, his native State, and

although the boy entered the academy as from the Republic of Texas, he

graduated as from South Carolina and proved his devotion to her sovereignty by

giving up his life for her on the memorable field of Manassas, with the

magnificent sword in his hand that she presented to him for gallant services in

the Mexican war. Colonel Bee died in 1853 honored, and of his numerous family

none remain besides General Hamilton P. Bee, well known throughout Texas.
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WILLIE, HON. JAMES, was born in Wilkes

county, Georgia; January, 5, 1823, and received his education in his native

State. He came to Texas when but a youth and before he had attained the legal

age, located in Washington county, where he resided till the day of his

decease, except the last few years of his life, which was spent in the city of

Houston. He was a nephew of Dr. Asa Hoxie, who resided for many years in the

vicinity of Independence, and who was noted for his affluence, hospitality and

sociability, and also the elder brother of the Hon. A. H. Willie, of Galveston,

formerly of the Supreme bench of the State, and member of the United States

Congress, and now a distinguished member of the Galveston bar.




Mr.

Willie was left without a father to make his way in the world, came to Texas in

the days of the Republic, and in the dark hours of her existence adopted the

law as a profession and was admitted to the bar as soon as he was old enough to

entitle him to the prerogatives of the profession. He was elected to the first

and second Legislatures as a representative from Washington county, and took a

prominent stand in that body, though composed of the most experienced and most

talented politicians and statesmen in the State. It must be remembered that

when he took his seat in the Legislature the State had just become a member of

the federal union by the Act of Annexation, that convention had been convoked

and a State Constitution framed and promulgated for the government of its

legislation, and consequently a system of laws had to be enacted under its

provisions to put into operation the machinery of the new State government for

the protection of life, liberty and property. It will be seen that this first

legislature was one of great magnitude and importance, and required in the

discharge of its manifold and and varied functions the labors of men possesing

experience, ability and discretion. Mr. Willie proved himself fully adequate to

the discharge of all the duties of a legislator and statesman, and was justly

regarded by his colleagues as being one of the most astute, prompt and able

members of their body.




After

the close of his duties in the second legislature he devoted himself closely

and energetically to the practice of his profession, and $$rose to a rank at

the bar unsurpassed by any man in the State. During the Democratic State

Convention at the city of Austin in 1856 he was made the nominee of the party

Attorney General of the State, and was elected by an overwhelming majority at

the ballot-box. He discharged the duties of his high and responsible station

with profit to the State and honor to himself, and I believe never held office

afterwards. He continued in the practice of his profession till the late

secession movement, and like other true and genuine Southerners he united with

his friends in what he believed their inalienable and constitutional rights.

His health was now considerably shattered which rendered him inadequate to

laborious or severe-duty, but took such position as he was able to fulfill and

held it till the time of his decease, which occurred during the war.




At an

early age Mr. Willie displayed those rich mental endowments which distinguished

his after life. The Almighty was pleased to bestow upon him an intellect of an

order so high that from his youth he became famous as a lawyer and legislator,

and was certainly esteemed one of the brightest intellectual lights of the

State. His eloquence was not of a lofty, fervid or pathetic type, but his

speeches and arguments were always clear, forcible and weighty, and rarely

failed to convince or persuade those to whom they were addressed. He leaves

behind him, planted in the minds and memory of those with whom he was

associated in professional and legislative life and labor, indubitable evidence

of the empire of mind and intellect. In his personal character no man was more

amiable and kindly in his feelings and more beloved in the circle of

associations to which he chose to limit himself; indeed, his kindness of heart

and unsuspecting nature often led him to bestow his confidence and his means

upon those unworthy of his notice, and to his own pecuniary detriment. With all

his shining gifts, it must be admitted that he was often wanting in that

application and energy which so often gives success to intrepid mediocrity, for

while he toyed with the Cleopatra of ease the Actium of life was being

won by inferior men.




During

the administration of Governor E. M. Pease it became necessary to codify the

laws of the State. And for the accomplishment of this very elaborate and

difficult task the Governor selected three legal gentlemen whose eminent

judicial attainments and great legal endowments recommended them to his

confidence and his favor. These were J. W. Harris, O. M. Hartley and James

Willie, the first two of Galveston and the last of the county of Washington. They

divided their labors, that part having reference to criminal jurisprudence was

assigned to Mr. Willie, which he executed with promptness, ability and

excellence to the satisfaction of the executive, the bar and the people.




During

the legal career of Mr. Willie he was associated at different periods with

several gentlemen in the practice of the profession. Soon after his admission

to the bar he formed a partnership with Mr. James H. Jenkins, of Washington,

but the precarious state of this gentleman's health early disqualified him for

the practice, and he dissolved the connection. His next associate in the

practice was Judge W. S. Day, and his connection with this gentleman continued

till the retirement of the latter from the profession in 1848. During the partnership

of Messrs. Day and Willie the Hon. A. H. Willie, now of Galveston, and Hon. J.

F. Crosby, of Houston read law under them, were admitted to the bar at Brenham

in the fall of 1848, having obtained a special act of the Legislature for the

purpose, as neither of them had attained the age of twenty-one years. Mr.

Willie was for a short time associated in the practice with General Hugh

McQueen, of Galveston, and lastly with the gallant and lamented soldier and

patriot, W. P. Rogers, who so nobly fought and fell in defence of the Southern

Confederacy near Iuka, Mississippi. None of these gentlemen now survive, except

Judge Day, who still resides in Austin county.




Mr.

Willie in personal appearance, was not commanding or graceful, he was usually

pale and slender, careless in his attire and weighing about one hundred and

thirty pounds; his head was large and well shaped, and his eyes a deep dark

blue, which manifested intelligence, firmness and determination. He sometimes

seemed careless and inert, but when he was engaged in a cause in the court

house his latent powers then developed themselves, and showed him active and

vigilant, nothing escaping him that would strengthen his cause or weaken that

of his antagonist. He was the soul of honor, the quintessence of chivalry, and

generous to a fault.




Mr.

Willie was married to Miss Sallie, the daughter of Judge Thomas Johnson, of

Washington county, and who died at Brenham in 1848. Mr. Johnson was a gentleman

of remarkable talents, and at the time of his death Attorney for the Washington

county judicial district. Mrs. Willie was truly one of the most beautiful,

amiable, and lovely of her sex, and her noble and talented husband lived united

in the bonds of peace, devotion and love for a number of years, and until his death,

which occurred at the city of Houston in 1863.
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HUBBARD, RICHARD B., Governor of Texas in

1876, through the resignation of Governor Coke, was born in Georgia in 1834. In

1851 he graduated at Mercer University, and in 1852 graduated from the Harvard

Law School. In 1853 he located at Tyler, Texas. In 1856 he was United States

District-Attorney. In 1858 he was a member of the Legislature. In 1860 he was

an Elector on the Breckenridge ticket, and a delegate to the Charleston

Convention. On the initiation of the civil war he entered the Confederate army,

in which service he commanded a brigade. In 1872 he was an elector on the

Greeley ticket. In 1873 he was elected Lieutenant-Governor; was re-elected in

1876. On the 1st of December 1870, Governor Coke resigned, and Mr. Hubbard

became Governor.
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PARKER, JABEZ J., lawyer, Sherman, Texas.

The subject of this sketch is a native of Monroeville, Monroe county, Alabama,

born on the 20th day of September, 1837. He is the son of Asa Parker and Flora

Graham, both natives of North Carolina, who emigrated to Alabama in 1828. His

father was a thrifty planter, who devoted special care to the education of his

children, sparing neither pains or expense in the use of all the means

necessary to qualify them for all positions in life. The subject of this memoir

as raised amid good and wholesome precepts in the home circle and provided with

the best private teachers, under whose supervision he acquired a thorough and

liberal literary education. Having determined to enter the legal profession, he

commenced reading law in 1859, at Monroeville in the office of Hon. S. J.

Cumming, an eminent jurist of Alabama, and in the mean time he attended a

course of lectures in the law school at Lebanon University Tennessee and

graduated about the beginning of 1861. In June of that year, he passed the

requisite examination before the Supreme Court of Alabama, and received his

license to practice law. The civil war having commenced, he felt it his duty to

go with his native state into the conflict and in pursuance of such resolve, he

entered the Confederate service as a private soldier in a company of minute

men, and served as such, until September of that year, when he was promoted to

the rank of 1st Lieutenant in the 3rd regiment of Alabama cavalry, and served

to the close of the war. He participated in the great battles of Shiloh, Perryville

and Murfreesboro. In January, 1866, he entered upon the practice of law, at

Monroeville, in his native county, where he held his residence about four

years. On the 7th day of November of the same year he was married to Mrs.

Arthurine Foster of Claibourne, Monroe county, Alabama, and daughter of Captain

George W. Foster, of Company “E.” 42nd regiment of Alabama Infantry, who was

killed in the battle of Corinth on the 4th of October 1862. In 1869 he was

elected a member of the Alabama Legislature, as a Representative from Monroe

county, and served very creditably, one term. In 1870 he was elected to the

office of Secretary of State by a very flattering vote which clearly signalized

the high estimation placed upon him by the people of his State. In the fall of

that year he moved to Montgomery, the State Capitol, and entered upon the

discharge of his official duties, and resided there until the expiration of his

term in 1872. In January, 1873, he emigrated to Texas, and located in Sherman,

Grayson county, where he still resides as one of the able lawyers, and useful

and enterprising citizens. In whatever sphere of activity and usefulness he was

moved he has never failed to gain the good will of all those who have known him

intimately, and as an attorney and counselor, his many clients have ever found

one in whom they could implicitly rely, whose wise counsel was always tempered

with calm judgment.
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WOODS, JAMES D., lawyer, Sherman, Texas, was

born on the 24th day of October, 1834, in Carroll county, Tennessee. His

father, Levi S. Woods, was a native of Bedford county, Tennessee, and changed his

residence from that county to Carroll county, of the same State; he followed

farming throughout life. The mother of the subject of this narrative, whose

maiden name was Arantha Jane Dinwiddie, was a native of Madison county,

Kentucky, daughter of James Dinwiddie, a thrifty farmer of that county, and a

native of Virginia. The subject of this memoir was raised in Carroll county,

Tennessee, the place of his birth, and before he had passed his boyhood, was

matriculated in Central College, Kentucky, where he obtained a thorough

literary education, and graduated from that institution about the year 1855. In

1856 he commenced reading law at Huntington, Tennessee, and in 1857 he was

admitted to the bar at Lebanon, Tennessee, and soon after, located in Lexington,

the county seat of Henderson county, Tennessee, and entered upon the practice

of his profession, having in the meantime made a prospecting tour of the State

of Arkansas. In January of the same year he was married to Miss Susan J,

Porter, of Henry county, Tennessee. He pursued his law practice in Lexington

only for a few months, and in the fall of 1858 he emmigrated to Texas and

located in Sherman, Grayson county, where he practiced his profession

successfully until the civil war commenced in 1861. In that year he was elected

a member of the State Legislature as a Representative from Grayson county. Soon

after the war commenced, being prompted by the spirit of patriotism, and a

desire to share with his countrymen the hardships and dangers of a soldier's life

in defense of their homes and families, he bade adieu to all that was most dear

to his heart, and entered the Confederate service as a captain in General

Walker's division of Texas infantry. He was an efficient officer, and highly

commended for the gallant conduct which he displayed in numerous engagements

with the enemy. At the close of the war in 1865, he returned to his home in

Sherman and resumed the practice of his profession, where he has since resided,

as an able and distinguished member of the bar, and highly respected and

enterprising citizen. In 1867 he was elected District Attorney of the Twentieth

Judicial District of Texas, and discharged his duties with eminent success. In

1868 his first wife died, and in the same year he was married again to Mrs.

Amanda Coffey, of Grayson county, whose maiden name was Amanda Ellison,

daughter of Ewing Ellison, Esq., an early pioneer of Titus county, Texas, who

came to that county from Missouri. The subject of this sketch may well feel

proud of the reputation he has made in the community where he lives. His able

and dignified manner of discharging every duty devolving upon him as a public

and private citizen, has impressed his neighbors with a keen sense of his

valuable presence among them.
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GREGG, E. P., lawyer, Sherman, Texas, was

born on 27th. day of November, 1833, in Lawrence county, Alabama, where he was

raised and received his early discipline. His father, Nathan Gregg. was a

native of Sullivan county, Tennessee, and early in life removed to Alabama, and

located in Lawrence county, where he resided until 1852, when he went to Texas

and located in Houston county. He was a merchant, by occupation, and followed

that avocation through life. Mr. Gregg's mother whose maiden name was Sara

Pearsall, was a native of North Carolina. The subject of this memoir, obtained

a liberal literary education at La Grange College, Alabama, before he left that

State and in 1852, being located in Houston county Texas, he there commenced

reading law, and pursued his studies until 1854, when he was admitted to the

bar and entered upon the practice of the profession in Fairfield, Freestone

county, where he continued with fair success until 1858, when he removed to

McKinny, in Collin county, where he resided, until the civil war commenced in

1861. He then gave up his law practice, and entered the Confederate service as

Lieutenant-Colonel of the 16th. regiment of Texas cavalry, and served

throughout the war. One year after he enlisted in the service, he was promoted

to the rank of colonel and at once assumed the command of the regiment to which

he belonged. He was twice wounded in the service, but never gave up the conflict

until the end of the war. His regiment experienced very active duty, displaying

unusual soldiery qualities in numerous battles and skirmishes. When the war

closed in 1865, Mr. Gregg returned to Texas and located in Marshal, and assumed

the practice of his profession. In December 1866, he was married to Miss Lucy

Goree, of Alabama. In 1871 he left Marshal and located in Sherman Grayson

county, where he has since resided as an able and populor attorney, with a

large and increasing practice. In religion he is a consistent old School

Presbyterian and in politics, he is firmly attached to the Democratic party. He

has never sought or held any public office of a political responsibility, but

has always prefered to devote his time and energies to the practice of his

profession, and in promoting the industries of the town in which he lives.

Distinguished alike for activity of mind and body, manly virtues, intellectual

attainments; sterling integrity, persevering industry, and a ready aptitude for

work. He makes a very useful citizen in the town where he resides, and an

honorable member of the profession which he so successfully practises. His

enterprise, his public spirit and his exalted private character, have endeared

him, and made him an object of special regard in the community where he lives.
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BLEDSOE, JOSEPH, lawyer, Sherman Texas, was born

on the 15th day of February, 1827, in Bourbon county, Kentucky. His father,

Hiram M. Bledsoe, an early pioneer farmer of Bourbon county, was a native of

Culpepper county, Virginia. He was several times elected to represent Bourbon

county in the State Legislature, and also held the office of Sheriff in that

county. The mother of Joseph Bledsoe, whose maiden name was Susan T. Hughes,

was a native of Bourbon county, and daughter of Thomas Hughes, an early pioneer

farmer who came from Culpepper county, Virginia. The subject of this memoir,

like many others of the best men of our country, was born on a farm, where, in

his youth he became inured, through patient effort, to those habits of

self-denial and self-reliance that have since enabled him to successfully

battle with the world, and to acquire such a powerful influence for good among

his fellow-men. When he was twelve years old, his father left Bourbon county,

Kentucky, and emigrated with his family, to Missouri, and located in LaFayette

county. During his residence there, he was sent to Bethany College, West

Virginia, over which the distinguished Alexander Campbell, founder of the

Christian Church, presided; and graduated from that institution in 1850, with

the highest honor of his class. He then went to Mississippi and located in

Hines county, where he taught school about one year, in the mean time devoting

his leisure hours to reading law. In 1853 he accepted a position with the Texas

emigration and Land Company as Chief Engineer, and pursued that occupation

about one year. In 1854, having been admitted to the bar, he entered upon the

practice of law, in the city of Austin, Texas, and remained there until 1858,

when he located in Denton, Denton county, and resided there until 1860 when he

left Denton, and located in McKinsey, Collin county, where he continued the

practice of his profession until the inauguration of the civil war in 1861. He

then relinquished his law practice, and entered the Confederate army as Captain

of artillery, in General Price's division of Confederate troops, and served

throughout the war. His career in the army was marked by patient endurance and

great courage, while his efficiency as an officer was highly commended. He was

wounded by a grape shot at the battle of Elkhorn. At the termination of the war

in 1865, he returned to McKinney and resumed the practice of his profession. In

1867 he was married to Miss Florence L. Davis, daughter of Alfred Davis. Esq.,

of Collin county. In 1870 he left McKinney and located in Sherman, Grayson county,

where he has since resided, as a prominent and successful attorney, with a

large and lucrative practice at his command, and surrounded with every

essential comfort and convenience which can contribute to the happiness and

enjoyment of himself and family. In 1876, at the earnest solicitation of every

member of the legal profession within the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District of

Texas, he consented to the use of his name as a candidate before the people’

for the office of judge of that district. He was duly elected and discharged

his judicial duties with ability and without partiality. With this exception,

he has never sought or held any public office of a political responsibility,

always prefering to devote his time and energies to the practice of law. The

most remarkable traits in the character of Judge Bledsoe are his acute

preception, generous impulses, scholarly attainments, profound legal knowledge,

vigorous thought and determined energy. These qualities were discernable even

in his boyhood, and gave early promise of his usefulness and success through

the remaining years of his life. Solaced by the consciousness that he has ever

to deal justly with mankind, he can now look back upon his past life, and view

with satisfaction the various means he has made use of in his efforts to do

good to his country and its people:




In his

right hand he holds to view




A length

of happy days;




Content

with splendid $$ joined,




His left

hand full displays.
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