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INTRODUCTION


[image: ]


All of us search for a special friend who will love us, spend time with us, make us laugh, and be our daily companion. For many people, that special friend comes in the form of a cat who steals their heart… and takes over their life!


Yes, cats can be finicky. Some have pretty big attitudes. They can be stand-offish at times, and they are geniuses at making messes. Still, those balls of fur bring endless joy.


We spend fun-filled hours playing with our cats, laughing as their eyes flick back and forth and their tails twitch wildly as they are tempted by a piece of yarn. We curl up with them on our laps, listening to their contented purrs.


Despite their reputation for being finicky, cats are quick to sense when we’re upset. At times, they provide comfort when they notice our tears, rubbing up against us and staying close by.


Cats also give us spiritual and life lessons, and that’s what you’ll discover in this book. Each chapter contains a devotion, a prayer, a Bible verse, a question for reflection, and a fun fact about cats.


Curl up with your favorite kitty and spend time reading about the God-moments we uncover when hanging out with our feline friends.
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IS THAT FOR ME?


The LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel!


Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.”


1 SAMUEL 3:10 ESV


The minute I answered the phone, I knew the customer was annoyed. He was so angry I was surprised smoke wasn’t coming through the receiver. “Look, lady, I’ve left two or three messages on your answering machine and asked someone to call me back. Don’t you want my business?”


Several customers had called recently saying they’d left messages and nobody had returned their calls. I was puzzled. Maybe our machine was malfunctioning, or perhaps our sons had listened to the messages without saving them.


It remained a mystery until one day when I was polishing the furniture in the office. I heard a thud and turned around to see that our cat had jumped onto my husband’s desk.


She stood there, her tail swishing back and forth like a symphony conductor’s wand, then she inched across the desk, her eyes fixed on the flashing red light on the answering machine.


I watched as she extended her paw and pushed the play button next to the flashing light. She waited until my recorded greeting completed, and then as the messages began playing, she sprawled on the desk and listened to them. Once they ended, she jumped up and stalked from the room.


I giggled as I imagined the office door sign, “No Cats Allowed During Business Hours.” I was ready the next time an irate customer phoned. “Sir, I’m sorry. The cat listened to your message and she must not have hit the save button.”


I wonder how many times God has sent a message to us and we let distractions in our lives keep us from hearing his voice. Like young Samuel in the Bible, we should be waiting whenever God wants to speak to us. What if—just like our cat secretary—we’d listen, soaking in every word, until God completes the message he wants us to hear?


It would be such a shame to have the God of the universe stop by to tell us something, and we miss out on the wise counsel and words of love he has for us.





Father, sometimes I don’t listen to your messages in the way that I should. Life and busyness get in the way. Give me ears that hear and a spirit that’s attuned to you. Help me to hear your gentle whispers and to take your messages to heart. You are such a big God and it still boggles my mind that you want to talk to me. Remind me of what’s really important each day, and help me to share your messages of hope, grace, mercy, and love with those who need to hear about them.
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PAWS TO THINK


What can young Samuel in the Bible


teach us about listening for God’s voice?


DID YOU KNOW


Cats have over twenty muscles


that control their ears.
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GET ME OUT


The LORD is near to all who call upon Him,


to all who call upon Him in truth.


PSALM 145:18 NKJV


My three little boys looked at me with tear-stained faces. “Mama, you’ve got to do something!” As I glanced up at the tree where they were staring, I realized we might have a problem. A very big problem. One that I didn’t have a clue how to fix.


I walked out to the yard. When I got there, I heard a pitiful “Meoooow!” coming from the tree. From my new vantage point, I realized the situation was even worse than I’d thought. Our gray tabby was on a branch about fifty feet up. Thankfully, my sons hadn’t attempted to climb the tree to rescue her, but somehow I suspected they thought I should.


My husband set up our tallest ladder and tried to coax Fluffy into coming down to where he could reach her. When that didn’t work, I handed him a can of tuna, hoping that the aroma would lure the cat, but no go. The tears flowed in earnest from the pint-sized audience. The frantic meows continued.


We’d done everything we knew to do, but one thing was evident—that cat was stuck.


Maybe some of you can relate. Not to being stuck in a tree, but to being stuck by your circumstances. By situations where you can’t see any solution. Where desperation overwhelms you and hopelessness brings tears to your eyes. Maybe you’ve tried all you knew to do.


The starting point to becoming unstuck begins with what we did with our sons that afternoon when Fluffy was stuck in the tree. We prayed, telling God we didn’t know what to do, and asking him to get their beloved kitty safely from the tree. Soon after that, Fluffy gathered the courage to climb down from her lofty perch.


God promises that he is near us if we’ll just call upon him. In 1 Corinthians 10:13, he says that he will make the way of escape. There’s hope, sweet friends. You can take heart because God answers prayer and help is on the way.





Father, I’m stuck today and I feel like there’s no way out, like there’s no solution to my problems. My heart is so heavy. I’ve tried everything I know to do to fix the situation, but nothing is getting any better. I realize now where I went wrong. I should have turned it over to you from the beginning. I should have prayed instead of whining and fretting. Today I place my problems in your oh-so-capable hands. Work out what is best for me and give me peace while I wait until the answer arrives.
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PAWS TO THINK


Why is it that we so often try to fix


our problems instead of placing them


in God’s hands?


DID YOU KNOW


A cat can’t climb head-first down a tree because


every claw on a cat’s paw points the same way.


To get down from a tree, a cat must back down.
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READY TO POUNCE


Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about


like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.


1 PETER 5:8 NKJV


I watched our cat from my kitchen window. From the way he was hunched over, I could tell he was doing something, but I wasn’t close enough to see what was happening. I eased outside and quietly worked my way over to where he was in the yard… and then I wished I hadn’t.


As I neared our cat, I realized that he was playing with a mouse. The mouse would try to run away, and the cat would let him take a step or two. Then a paw would shoot out and pounce on the mouse’s tail so he couldn’t escape.


The paw would lift again, giving the mouse freedom. The cat would let him go a short distance, and then he’d pounce again.


I sat a safe distance away and watched. That cat played with that mouse for a long time. Pounce. Release. Pounce. Trap him again. I watched the mouse grow weary. I didn’t stay around long enough to see how the game of cat and mouse ended, but I suspect I know what happened.


Our lives are much like that of the mouse in my yard. Our adversary, Satan, lies in wait to pounce on us. He loves warfare and making our lives difficult especially when we’re doing big things for God or trying to serve him with all our hearts.


Satan loves to trap us in our circumstances. Look at what he did to Job. His oxen and donkeys were stolen, and his farmhands were killed. Fire burned up his sheep and shepherds. His camels were stolen, and his servants were killed. And then the worst news of all, Job’s children died when a powerful wind caused their house to collapse on them.


As Job learned, nothing can happen to us that God doesn’t allow, and those difficult situations gave Job a closeness to God he’d never have had otherwise. Don’t let Satan defeat you today from accomplishing the tasks God has called you to do. Satan will never win when he’s up against the one who is in control of us and our circumstances.





God, sometimes I feel like my life is a constant stream of warfare. It seems I can’t catch my breath from one difficult circumstance before another one arrives. I try so hard to live for you. That’s the desire of my heart. I want to accomplish the purpose that you have for me to fulfill, but I’ll admit that I’m weary in the journey. Please encourage my heart. Remind me that you have the power to defeat all of Satan’s attacks. Use these situations to draw me closer to you and help me to learn what you want me to from these moments.
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PAWS TO THINK


What can we learn from how Job


responded to his circumstances


and how can we apply that to our lives?


DID YOU KNOW


A house cat’s genome is 95.6 percent tiger,


and they share many behaviors with their jungle


ancestors. These behaviors include prey play,


prey stalking, and pouncing.
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BE STILL


Be still, and know that I am God.


PSALM 46:10 NKJV


I finally understood what my grandmother meant by “meet yourself coming and going.” Some days, my schedule was so busy that I felt bad about taking time for lunch. I’d begun waking up with a stress headache. Those headaches made me re-evaluate my priorities, and I realized I had lost my morning quiet time.


Before, my routine involved spending a portion of every morning reading my Bible and praying. Now, I’m not a morning person or especially dedicated. I’m not a person who can voluntarily wake up at 5:00. I’m a late-night person, so my mornings start slowly, usually around 8:00.


As I got busier, I started the day so far behind I would skimp on my time with God. It sounds awful to admit, but it’s true. The farther behind I got, the less time I spent with God—and the less time I spent with God, the farther behind I got. It took me a while to see the connection, and I didn’t discover it on my own. I got it from Emily Dickinson—my cat.


Emily has an unusual routine. Every afternoon, if I let her, she spends at least thirty minutes hanging out in my lap. I can be watching TV, knitting, or sitting at the computer, and up she hops. She stretches out, cradled in my arms, and rests. She is completely at ease. Sometimes, she’d fall to the ground if I didn’t support her. She is completely unconcerned about any danger, knowing that I will keep her safe.


As God’s children, we need that time of rest with him. We need to curl up in his arms, away from the trials of the day. He is always there, waiting for us, offering comfort and love.





Dear Lord, I’m in a familiar struggle. I’ve taken on too much, and I’m too busy. When will I ever learn? All this stress is taking a toll on me. I need you more than ever, but I have no time to spend with you. Please take over my schedule and fix it so it lines up with your priorities. Before I get into this situation again, step in and get my attention.
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PAWS TO THINK


How do you make sure God


has top priority in your schedule?


DID YOU KNOW


A cat has 230 bones in its body. A human has


206. A cat has no collarbone, so it can fit
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