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Introduction


I was lucky enough when writing this book to choose from hundreds of beautiful images and put together stories to help readers think about what a shelf can do for them. From bright bursts of color to simple, soothing white collections, there is something here for everyone, whatever their decor or taste.


When considering a new space or home, I always think of the many #shelfie displays that I could create, what they might look like, and all the precious items that will be allocated to each one. For me, it’s not only about storage, but how each #shelfie can work as a style statement. They don’t replace art in a home, but are considered as living pieces of art in themselves, as a way of dressing an empty wall.


I hope that the themes I have created, from #raw to #shelvesofcuriosities, from #recycled to #pureandsimple trigger your imagination. If you are unsure about the look you would like to create, below are some principles I tend to adhere to as a starting point for shelf inspiration. However, as I always say: rules are meant to be broken, so have fun, experiment, and remember that the best thing about #shelfies is how easily they can be changed.


MY PRINCIPLES OF SHELF DISPLAYS


Tell a story


It is always wise to have a theme or a story in mind, be it nature, collectables, or nostalgic memorabilia.


Varying heights


Make sure you have a selection of objects of various heights, otherwise your display will simply look far too uniform.


Mixed media


Mix up textures such as wood with glass or paper with handmade pottery. This approach always draws the eye as it looks so tactile. If you want to put up shelves, consider using recycled or reclaimed wood, which give lovely texture and individuality.


Use the wall


I like to hang a photograph or painting behind the shelf to give extra height and a backdrop to a display.


Stay off-center


This is a very important principle: start with your largest item and place it off-center, arranging the other objects around it. Trust me, this works!


Layers, layers, layers


Start with the largest objects at the back and the smallest at the front, and slightly vary how you position things as you work along the shelf. Keep experimenting until your display looks balanced.


Curate a gallery of images


Create your very own gallery by displaying art or photographs in abundance on slender shelves with a ridge that helps to support them.


Get creative with color


Color can be added successfully to your home without taking the plunge and painting a wall. I’ve been collecting green objects for displaying in my otherwise monochrome kitchen and they really add interest.


Play with proportions


Scale is something I feel strongly about and I am not afraid to put large or oversized shelves or units into a small space. It actually does the opposite of what you might expect, opening up the space and giving generous proportions.


Above all, have fun and enjoy your #shelfie journey.
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CHAPTER 1


#color
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Although diverse, this collection of objects on a mid-century wall unit works well together. There is an African feel to the display, with a ceramic zebra, two gilt elephants, and a carving of a giraffe alongside, providing a glimpse into a world that the owners love. Boldly colored glassware, art, and books bring added interest.
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This is a perfect example of how to group a small number of decorative objects, starting with the vibrant Pols Potten floral vase, positioned to the side. The flower stems in the blue-and-white vase introduce texture, while the classically shaped table lamp, which mirrors the shape of the fish vase, adds depth as well as lighting the display. The overall effect is stunning.


Have some fun with color—be bold and mix it up for unexpected results.


Add a pop of color to liven up any space


If you simply aren’t brave enough to use bold colors in your room decoration, adding them to shelves is a good way of making an eye-catching statement. In this chapter you will see various ways of achieving this. I especially love to paint shelves the same color as the wall behind, to introduce a new dimension to the statement wall.


The mid-century wall unit shown opposite offers a safe space for storing and displaying favorite treasures. Such units, which were very popular at the time, offer complete flexibility—the position of the shelves can be changed quickly and easily for a different look and feel.
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Cleverly coordinated glass and china, eclectic but harmonious, and a pile of pink tumblers complement the bright blue vase and pink peony. The floral print echoes the colors and motifs of the wallpaper. The letters “W” and “F” add a personal touch.


Changing the look of a shelf unit by adding wallpaper to the back of the shelves takes less time than painting them. Here, the backdrop of vintage floral wallpaper brings a clever new dimension to the display and balances well with the collection of vintage china and glass. A pile of folded vintage textiles and a glass raised on a stack of dinner plates in similar blues add height, while the rows of vases in matching green create depth. The varying heights and complementary colors bring synergy.
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An imaginative and harmonious display of mostly pastel shades makes a big color statement on these kitchen shelves and worktop.
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A collection of colored glass bottles catches the light as it streams through this window framed by trailing grape vines. Originally used for beer or sodas, the bottles make a beautiful and inexpensive decorative display. A bunch of garden roses adds texture to the overall effect.
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Three similar vintage vases in pale green—two Dartmouth pottery and one milk glass—and a seascape in complementary shades make a gorgeously understated shelf display in an all-white setting.


[image: Image]


How clever to use hollowed-out red cabbages as vases for a seasonal show of pansies and primulas. They make the perfect addition to a garden room, with garden pencils in a pot and a book introducing height.


A dark paint color on walls makes a space feel luxurious and adds a sense of intrigue. When shelves are painted the same shade, they disappear into the background and the objects displayed on them appear almost as if they are hanging in midair. I love the use of eggplant on the walls and the tub in the bathroom, below, and on the kitchen walls, right. It looks fresh and modern, especially against the white ceilings.


[image: Image]


The eggplant-painted tongue-and-groove wood paneling on the walls draws attention to the simplest of displays above the fireplace. The wall clock positioned higher than the single shelf and just off to the left makes a quirky statement.
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In this sleek and modern kitchen, the long and functional stainless-steel shelf stands out against the eggplant-painted walls. The containers on the shelf and the cooking utensils hanging from it are displayed in an orderly and easy-to-access way, facilitating the preparation of meals and the cleaning of the space.
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This sunny display features a large and shapely Pols Potten vase, a smaller vase in the same bold yellow, and tiny, yellow ceramic animal ornaments, all grouped together on a shiny yellow credenza.
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A strong statement is made with vintage ceramics from the sixties and seventies, the pops of scarlet picked up in the red book and flowers.
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On top of a blue cabinet, several items overlap one another in an appealing way. The largest item, the canvas, has been cleverly placed off-center, with smaller items layered in front for depth.
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United by color and theme, this display on pink-painted shelves features various pieces from tea sets, all decorated with pink roses, to pull the whole scheme together. A collection of interesting teapots on top of the shelves completes this vintage tea story.
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Perfectly balanced turquoise and orange-red, with carefully selected books and a turquoise pleated lampshade with an orange base, this display has clearly been created with a lot of thought.


A well-thought-out story is being told on the shelves of the turquoise cabinet shown above, with all the basic rules of shelf display in evidence. The table lamp, with its turquoise shade, pulls the story together, while the off-center stack of books in diminishing sizes and the simple chunky pottery pitcher of tulips on top add height. The vibrant orange of the flowers complements the covers of the orange-, red-, and yellow-sleeved books on the upper shelf.
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