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Boston has been an important

place for more than two hundred and fifty years. Its history is intimately

bound up with that of Massachusetts, of which it is the capital, and of New

England, of which it has long been the metropolis. It has suffered many

vicissitudes and undergone striking transformations in respect to territory and

topography, as well as the form of its government, but from the beginning it

has been a seed-plot and nursery of advanced political and social ideas and

experiments.




The purpose of these pages is

twofold: (1) to furnish a clue to the history of Boston as an individual

community that, owing to the force of circumstances and the spirit of its

people, has played a conspicuous and influential part in the larger development

of Massachusetts, of New England and of the nation; and (2) to indicate the

nature of the events that gave historical significance to memorable sites and

objects that have survived the ravages of time and still excite interest and

veneration.




So it is not a history that we

present to our readers, but rather a relation or narrative concerning the

development of "a poor country village" into a great city of vast and

§q varied interests and of commanding rank.




It is not our purpose to attempt

to recount with fulness of detail all or even most of the deeds of which

Bostonians are proud, or to pass judgment upon men or measures involved in

controversial questions as to morals or politics that once seemed of vital

moment and are still capable of arousing warm discussion. Such matters are

better left to technical historians and partisan pamphleteers.




We conceive our relation as

somewhat resembling the report which Capt. John Smith published in 1616 on his

exploration in 1614 of the coast of what was then generally known as North

Virginia. "In this voyage," he says, "I took the description of

the coast, as well by map as writing, and called it New England." His

original map showed the trends of the coast line from "Pennobscot to Cape

Cod." There appear also the principal headlands, bays, river mouths and

Indian villages along the shore, together with a few outstanding mountains and

not a few outlying islands, but the bulk of the back country is prudently left

blank. In later editions of the map considerable portions back from the shore

contain additional geographical data, notably in the region at the head of

Massachusetts Bay.




"New England," says

Smith, "is that part of America in the Ocean Sea opposite to Nova Albyon

in the South Sea, discovered by the most memorable Sir Francis Drake in his

voyage about the world. In regard thereto this is stiled New England, being in

the same latitude.




New France, off it is Northward;

Southward is Virginia, and all the adjoining Continent, with New Granado, New

Spaine, New Andolosia, and the West Indies."




It is noteworthy that in the course

of three hundred years all the names enumerated above by the Admiral of New

England, save New England, Virginia and the West Indies, have faded from the

map; and also that New England remains the most distinctively individual

section of the United States, which include much of Smith's New France and New

Spaine, as well as Drake's Nova Albyon (California).




Smith's map is still of interest

not only because it was the first, and for years the standard, map of New

England, but also because we find on it a spot named "Boston," by

King Charles I., who was Prince of Wales when Smith made humble suit that he

"would please to change their Barbarous names, for such English, as

Posterity may say, Prince Charles was their Godfather." So it was a Stuart

Prince who confirmed Smith's choice of New England as against the names

Nusconcus, Canaday, Pemaquidia and Norumbega (all of which were then current)

and substituted English for Indian names on the original map dedicated to him.

Strange to say it was at Accomack, named Plimouth by Prince Charles, that the

Pilgrim Fathers laid out their New Plymouth in 1620. The name of the Indian

village of Accomenticus (Agamenticus) was changed to Boston in 1616. Later the

Lord Proprietor of that part of Maine named it Gorgeana, about 1641 (after

himself), and directed that it should be styled and organized as a city

corporation.




Old York in Maine is usually held

to contain the site of the Boston of 1616, which as Gorgeana in 1641 or

thereabouts had the first Mayor in New England.




Smith's map was frequently

revised and republished.




Its tenth state, issued in 1635,

shows two Bostons, ours on the south bank of the Charles River and the Stuart

Boston on a bay east of what is still known as Mount Agamenticus.




Lest we forget what we owe to the

Godfather of New England, it may be well to note some sites whose names

commemorate his gracious complaisance. He named Cape Ann in honor of his mother

and the Charles River in honor of himself. In honor of his father he renamed

Cape Cod, Cape James, and in honor of his House he gave the name of Stuard's

Bay to what is now known as Cape Cod Bay.




Practically all the Charlestons

and Charlestowns in the country were named directly or indirectly for King

Charles I. or King Charles II., while the capes of Virginia still bear the

names that Smith on his way to Jamestown in 1607 gave them in honor of his

sovereign's heirs, Prince Charles and his elder brother, Prince Henry.




In Massachusetts, the County of

Duke's County, incorporated 1695, commemorates the transfer of Martha's

Vineyard from the Duke of York's Province to the Bay Colony.




Other Stuart memorials are found

in the names of Maryland, so called in compliment to Henrietta Maria, Charles

the First's Consort, and New York, named for his son James II., to whom as the

Duke of York the greater part of New Netherland was given by Charles II., in

1664, after its seizure from the Dutch.




Although the colonizers of

Virginia and New England suffered much at the hands of the Stuarts it should be

remembered that it was owing to their good nature that the first permanent

English settlements were effected.




In Smith's career the changeful

spirit of the promoters of colonization of the English possessions in the New

World is reflected. Beginning as a hardy adventurer and knight-errant, he

became first an explorer, then a practical colonizer and then a writer on the

best methods of effecting and conducting English settlements in New England.

Again and again his ambition to plant an outpost for trading and fishing on the

coast, which he had mapped and to which he had given the name it still bears,

was balked. In 1631, the year of his death, the sometime Governor of Virginia

and Admiral of New England published his last book, viz., "Advertisements

for the inexperienced Planters of New England, or anywhere.". In it he

makes mention of the Brownists (Pilgrims) on Plymouth Bay, which bay he had

visited in 1614, and of Mr. Winthrop's new settlement at the head of

Massachusetts Bay, which he had happily characterized as "the Paradise of

these parts," although he had never set foot there.




His was the fate of many another

American pioneer who came after him. Shortly before he died he wrote, "But

I see those countries shared before me by those who know them only by my

description."




Ten years before the publication

of Smith's Description of New England, the English crown had adopted the policy

of actively promoting the colonization of those parts of North America which it

claimed to possess by virtue of the discoveries of the Cabots in 1497 and 1498

under the patronage of Henry VII. How little that astute and avaricious

potentate appreciated the value of the continent discovered by the Cabots may

be inferred from an entry said to have been made in his private accounts, viz.,

"To the man that found the new island, £10."




Although the discoveries of

Columbus led many enterprising seamen to set out for the New World in quest of

new trade routes to the Orient, and incidentally to acquire new lands for their

royal patrons, it was not until the time of Queen Elizabeth that the English

began to rival the Spaniards and the French in exploration of the New World.

The voyages then undertaken by Drake and Frobisher and Sir Humphrey Gilbert

were made under authority of letters patent from Queen Elizabeth to seek and

gain possession of lands not hitherto occupied by some Christian power. The

patent granted to Gilbert in 1578, subsequently taken over by Sir Walter

Raleigh, empowered him to discover and possess any unsettled lands in North

America. It also granted a practical monopoly of trading and planting in the

region north of Florida, to which the name of Virginia was given in honor of

the "Virgin Queen."




Raleigh was essentially a

prospector for mines and a fortune hunter, although he vainly attempted to

found a settlement at Roanoke Island. Raleigh and his agents did but little

exploring. When Raleigh was sent to the Tower in 1603 by King James I. the

rights conveyed under his patent from Elizabeth reverted to the crown.




Meanwhile, in 1602, the first noteworthy

exploration of the coast of North Virginia was made by Capt.




Bartholomew Gosnold, without

Raleigh's permission, in the "Concord." Gosnold's patrons were the

Earl of Southampton and Sir Ferdinando Gorges, military governor of Plymouth,

who were anxious to inform themselves as to the nature and resources of the

region in question.




Gosnold's bark, with thirty-two

persons on board, sailed from Falmouth on March 26, 1602. On May 14 they made

what are now known as Cape Porpoise and the Nubble off Cape Neddick on the

coast of Maine.




At the Nubble, which Gosnold

named Savage Rock, Indians in "a Biscay shallop" were met with. One

of them, who wore Christian clothes and could speak a little fisherman's

English, described the coast with the aid of "a piece of chalk." The

next day the party took "great store of cod" off "a mighty

headland," which Gosnold named Cape Cod, — the first place in

Massachusetts to receive an English name.




Skirting the coast to the

southward they landed, May 21, on an island, to which the name of Martha's

Vineyard was given. Gay Head was visited and named Dover Cliff. After touching

at Dartmouth on the mainland they landed, May 28, at Cuttyhunk, the most

westerly of the Elizabeth Islands.




The party stayed at Cuttyhunk

till June 17, busily engaged in cutting sassafras wood and cedar logs, planting

wheat, barley, oats and peas to test the soil, and in building a small fort on

an islet within a pond. Gosnold planned to make his headquarters there with

twelve men for six months so that he might explore further. But on June 8 it

was found that they had barely six weeks' provisions instead of enough for six

months. So the first English foothold in New England had to be abandoned.




On June 18 the Concord bore away

from Nomansland for England, which was reached after a voyage of thirty-five

days. Their cargo of sassafras and cedar yielded a profit, although Raleigh

demurred at their * selling it all at once lest the market should be depressed.




In 1603 Capt. Martin Pring came

out to North Virginia in command of the ship "Speedwell" and the bark

"Discoverer." His party numbered fifty-four men.




The venture for which £1,000 had

been subscribed by merchants and "the chiefest inhabitants" of

Bristol had Raleigh's permission. Their first landfall was among the islands of

Penobscot Bay. Pring explored the Saco River for five miles from its mouth;

skirted the mouths of the Kennebunk, York and Piscataqua Rivers; then he

"bore into the Great Gulf which Capt. Gosnold had overshot" the year

before, i.e., he entered the lower reaches of Massachusetts Bay and discovered

the present Plymouth Harbor, which he named Whitson Bay.




He loaded the Discoverer with

sassafras and dispatched her to England about the end of July. Meanwhile, like

Gosnold, he had succeeded in getting grain, peas and beans to grow. He was

visited by many Indians, concerning whose characteristics and disposition he

made a full and rather favorable report. On August 8 or 9 the Speedwell sailed

for England, which was reached after an absence of six months.




Pierre du Guast, Sieur de Monts,

was appointed Lieutenant-General of Acadia by the King of France and set forth

with two vessels to establish a colony in New France.




Samuel de Champlain accompanied

him. They cruised along the coast of Nova Scotia, and built a settlement on St.

Croix Island (August 8, 1604), in the St. Croix River, which is now the

boundary between Maine and New Brunswick. Champlain, exploring farther to the

westward, discovered the island of Mount Desert, gave it the name it still

bears, and then sailed up the Penobscot as far as the site of Bangor.




On June 18, 1605, the De Monts

expedition set. sail * from St. Croix "in quest of a place better adapted

for an abode and with a better temperature." Champlain was in command as

pilot. The party numbered some thirty persons. Coasting westward leisurely,

they anchored off Thatcher's island, Cape Ann, in the evening of July 15.




On the 16th Champlain landed on

the beach near Land's End. In his journal he states: "We named this place

Island Cape. I made the savages understand as well as I could, that I desired

them to show me the course of the shore. After I had drawn with a crayon the

bay and the Island Cape where we were, with the same crayon they drew the

outline of another bay, which they represented as very large; here they placed

six pebbles at equal distances apart, giving me to understand by this, that

these signs represented as many chiefs and tribes. . . . Continuing our course

to the west-southwest, we saw numerous islands on one Champlain Visits Boston

Harbor. 11 side and the other. Having sailed seven or eight leagues we anchored

near an island (in Boston Harbor) whence we observed many smokes along the

shore and many savages running up to see us. Sieur de Monts sent two or three

men in a canoe to them, to whom he gave some knives and paternosters to present

to them. . . . All along the shore there is a great deal of land cleared up and

planted with Indian corn. The country is very pleasant and agreeable, and there

is no lack of fine trees.




... I observed in the bay all the

savages had described to me at Island Cape. We passed by some islands covered

with wood. There is, moreover, in this bay a very broad river (the Charles)

which we named River du Guast.




It stretches, as it seemed to me,

towards the Iroquois, a nation in open warfare with the Montagnais, who live on

the great river St. Lawrence."




On July 17 Champlain sailed out

of Boston Harbor, skirting the south shore. Entering Plymouth Harbor, they saw

cabins and gardens of the natives, who flocked to the shore and danced for

them. Champlain went ashore and was cordially treated by the natives. From

Plymouth, Champlain circled the bay to the southward and, rounding Cape Cod,

which he named Cape Blanc, entered Nauset Harbor, where a landing party went to

obtain water. From Nauset the party returned to St. Croix, and De Monts loaded

his barks with the frames of the houses and transported them to Port Royal, twenty-five

leagues distant. In 1608 Champlain effected at Quebec the first permanent

settlement in New France.




It would appear that no

Englishman entered Boston Bay prior to 1621, when it was visited by a party

from Plymouth under command of Myles Standish.




In 1605 Capt. George Waymouth

came out to New England in the "Archangel" in the interest of certain

promoters who were considering that region as a field in which to make

investments. Waymouth's explorations, which lasted barely a month, were chiefly

confined to the St. George's River and the islands between it and Pemaquid. He

set up a cross on Allen's Island May 29 and landed June 13, at the site of the

present town of Thomaston, Maine. Three days later he sailed homeward, carrying

five natives that he had kidnapped from Pemaquid.




The memory of this outrage

rankled long in the breasts of the red men, who later on were much more

friendly to the French, who proved better neighbors than the English.




In the summer of 1606, Pring made

a second voyage to New England and carefully explored the rivers and harbors

from the Penobscot to the Kennebec. He made a map which was highly praised by

Sir F. Gorges, who took an extraordinary interest in all that related to North

Virginia. Unfortunately, no trace of Pring's map has come down to us. This

report of Pring is said to have determined the Plymouth Company to plant a

colony at Sagadahoc at the mouth of the Kennebec River.




In 1606 a company of associates,

to whom Raleigh had assigned his trading privileges, petitioned James I. for a

charter. The charter was issued April 10, 1606, and a stock company was formed

for the establishment of two colonies in Virginia. The company comprised two

divisions, known respectively from their headquarters as the London and

Plymouth companies. The former was granted jurisdiction between 34° and 38°

north latitude, and the latter between 41° and 45°. The intervening territory,

i.e., 38°-41°, was to go to whichever company should first establish a

permanent colony. The king reserved the power to nominate a resident council in

each colony, while a council having its seat in England was given general

supervision of both. A more liberal charter was granted in 1609, making the

company virtually independent and governed by a representative body.




The first permanent English

settlement in America was effected at Jamestown in 1607 by the agents of the

London Company, among whom were Capt. John Smith and Capt. Gosnold.




Sir John Popham, Lord Chief

Justice, like Sir F. Gorges, was a prominent member of the Plymouth Company,

which undertook the planting of a colony at Sagadahoc, on the Kennebec River.

Associated with George Popham, who was styled President of the colony, was

Capt. Raleigh Gilbert, a kinsman of Sir Walter Raleigh. Two ships, the

"Gift of God" and the "Mary and John," sailed from England

on June 1, 1607. They arrived at the mouth of the Kennebec on August 18, having

explored Allen's Island and other points during the preceding fortnight.




The patent and the ordinances

prescribed for the government of the colony having been read, all hands fell on

the 20th to building a fort. Fifteen houses, a chapel and a storehouse were

also built.




The winter was severe. President

Popham died before spring. Gilbert, who assumed charge, was harsh in his

treatment of the Indians, who became hostile. In May, 1608, word came that Sir

John Popham, the principal financial backer of the colony, had died. Gilbert

returned to England in the fall of 1608 in order to lay claim to the estate of

Sir John Gilbert, who had died in July. So the remainder of the colonists

promptly abandoned the Sagadahoc settlement and returned to England. Their

reasons for so doing are noteworthy, viz.: "No mines discovered, nor hope

thereof being the main intended benefit to uphold this plantation, and the fear

that all other winters would prove like the first, the company by no means

would stay any longer in the country."




Gorges wrote a relation of the

voyages to Sagadahoc, in which the term "New England" appears, —

probably its first use.




The dismal report of the Popham

colonists respecting the winter climate of North Virginia chilled the ardor of

English speculators and explorers so that there were no more summer excursions

to that coast until 1614, when Smith undertook to find mines and kill whales

for his employers — certain merchants of Bristol. Smith did not really expect

to find gold and soon gave up the hunt for whales and fell to gathering data

for his map and relation, while most of his shipmates were fishing for cod.




Smith was a firm believer in the

future of New England and hazarded his life and fortune towards realizing his

hopes. But he frankly declared that he was not so simple as to suppose that any

other motive than riches would "ever erect there a commonwealth or draw

company from their ease and humours at home to stay in New England."




It was the staying qualities of

the Pilgrims who founded New Plymouth in the winter of 1620-21 that gave a new

impetus to colonial ventures in New England.' The economic success of the

feeble colony at Plymouth seems to have caused what would now be called "a

sensation" in England. At any rate, they proved that English men and women

could make a living in New England. In the midst of their struggles some of

their brethren in England wrote thus to them — "Let it not be grievous

unto you that you have been instrumental to break the ice for others. The honor

shall be yours to the world's end."




"It was left," says

John Fiske, "for religious enthusiasm to achieve what commercial

enterprise had failed to accomplish."




In the little town of Scrooby, in

Nottinghamshire, resided a body of people who, during the reign of Elizabeth,

were known as Separatists because of their religious belief. They disputed the

authority of the Anglican Church, declaring that it was not a true church and

that it was sinful to attend its worshiping assemblies and listen to the

preaching of the Word of God therein. The severe laws passed by Parliament

against those who refused to accept the supremacy of the National Church so

harassed the Separatists that in 1608 they went to Holland. In Leyden, where

they settled, they secured employment and their number was augmented until

their membership amounted to some three hundred.




They were happy and contented in

their new home until upon the horizon of Europe began to loom the dark clouds

of the coming Thirty Years' War, when, too, the waning industries of Leyden

imperiled their employment and their sufferings began. Then the question of

removal was agitated. Representations being made to the crown, permission was

granted to the company to make a settlement upon the crown lands in Virginia.

Arrangements were perfected with the Merchant Adventurers' Company of London to

fit out a ship to convey them to Virginia and to furnish them with means of

sustenance for one year after they had reached their new home.




The terms presented to them

caused great discussion and a majority voted against accepting them; but the

minority, being large, listened to their leader, William Brewster, and loyally

stood by him and agreed to accompany him to the new land. On July 1, 1620, an

agree-merit was drawn up and approved, whereby for seven years everyone who

went should have equal interest in everything, and the undertaking be carried

on for the common good, until, at the expiration of that time, all should be

divided between the Adventurers and the Pilgrims.




From Delfthaven, July 23, the

Pilgrims sailed in the ship "Speedwell," for Southampton where the

"Mayflower" met them. They were transferred to that ship, and sailed

from Southampton August 15 for Plymouth, England, and on September 16 the historic

Mayflower, of one hundred and eighty tons, with one hundred and two Pilgrims on

board and twenty boys and eight girls, children of the emigrants, set out for

the new world.




The crown authorities had granted

them permission to go to what is now New Jersey, with the intention that the

Pilgrims should make their settlement at that part which was near to the

territory occupied by the Dutch, but not in direct contact with them. The

voyage was long and stormy, and the Mayflower was driven far from her course.

On the sixty-seventh day, November 21, she cast anchor in Provincetown Harbor.




During the voyage those who had

been sent over by the London Company and who were not in sympathy with the

religious views of the Pilgrims endeavored to sow the seeds of discord and were

at times turbulent.




Governor Winslow in his Journal

says: "It was thought good there should be an Association and agreement

that we should combine together in one body, and to submit to such government

and governors as we should by common consent agree to make and choose, and set

our hands to this that follows word for word."




 











THE

MAYFLOWER COMPACT.




 




In ye name of God, Amen. We whose

names are underwriten, the loyall subjects of our dread soveraigne Lord, King

James, by ye grace of God, of Great Britaine, Franc, & Ireland king,

defender of ye faith, &c, haveing undertaken, for ye glorie of God, and

advancemente of ye Christian faith, and honour of our king & countrie, a

voyage to plant ye first colonie in ye Northerne parts of Virginia, doe by

these presents solemnly & mutualy in ye presence of God, and one of

another, covenant & combine our selves togeather into a civill body

politick, for our better ordering & preservation & furtherance of ye

ends aforesaid; and by vertue hearof to enacte, constitute, and frame such just

& equall lawes, ordinances, acts, constitutions, & offices, from time

to time, as shall be thought most meete & convenient for ye generall good

of ye Colonie, unto which we promise all due submission and obedience. In witnes

wherof we have hereunder subscribed our names at Cap-Codd ye 11. of November,

in ye year of ye raigne of our soveraigne lord, King James, of England, France,

& Ireland eighteenth, and of Scotland ye fiftie fourth. Anno Dom. 1620.




Winslow's reference is to the

compact which was drawn up in the cabin of the Mayflower, November 11, (old

style), the night before the first landing at Provincetown. Thus the founders

of Plymouth met a disquieting situation, and provided for the civil government

of their enterprise. It was the first instrument issued in America that

embodied the principle of consent on the part of the members of the community.




Concerning the compact, John

Quincy Adams declared: "This is perhaps the only instance in human history

of that positive, original, social compact which speculative philosophers have

imagined as the only legitimate source of government. Here was a unanimous and

personal assent by all the individuals of the community to the association by

which they became a nation."




Possibly this is the most fulsome

expression of the views held by the older writers as to the political

significance of the Mayflower compact.




John Carver was chosen Governor.

William Brewster, although not ordained, was chosen Ruling Elder, the spiritual

head of the company. Myles Standish was made captain and military commander.




The morning after the signing of

the compact the first landing on New England soil by the Pilgrims was made by

Capt. Myles Standish and sixteen men. Exploration of the territory within a few

miles, during which signs of Indians were observed, convinced them that the

location was undesirable. Upon returning aboard ship it was decided that

Standish and his men should take a small shallop and cruise along the coast.

This was done, and the first night's stop was at what is now Wellfleet. Here

they were attacked by Indians, who fled at the first fire from Standish's men

towns was established in 1639 so large had been the immigration from

Massachusetts Bay that six towns or settlements besides Plymouth were

represented. As the years passed, the people of both colonies gradually came

closer together until finally they were merged into one people politically, but

continued under the wise religious administration of Brewster, who died in

1643; of Winslow, who left for England in 1646; and Bradford, who died in 1657,

leaving an invaluable account of the Pilgrims from 1620 to 1648, which is known

as Bradford's History. Bradford's manuscripts may be seen at the State House in

the State Library.




The success of the Pilgrims in

maintaining their foothold at Plymouth seems to have drawn the attention of

enterprising men in England to the shores of Massachusetts Bay. Thomas Weston,

the agent and treasurer of the adventurers in London, who had financed the Plymouth

colonists, sold out his stock in that venture and set about establishing a

plantation in the neighborhood of Plymouth on his own account. In May, 1622,

his advance agents arrived and purchased a site from the sachem of the

Wessagusset Indians, on the south shore of the Bay, at a place now known as

Weymouth. Two months later Weston's colonists, some seventy in number, arrived.

They seem to have been ill selected, insufficiently provisioned, and poorly

organized. The Plymouth people treated them hospitably, for many of them were

ill, and helped them procure corn and beans from the natives to eke out their

supplies. In March, 1623, the Wessagusset Indians became threatening, having

formed a plan to destroy both the Plymouth and Wessagusset settlements.




Myles Standish, with nine men,

came to their aid, slew some Indians and put the rest to flight. Acting on

advice of Standish, who shared his provisions among them, they abandoned their

stockade and sailed away at the end of March for Monhegan, leaving only two of

their number to repair to Plymouth with Standish.




In 1622 Gorges and Mason obtained

a grant of all the land between the Kennebec and the Merrimac. In 1623 Robert

Gorges, son of the indefatigable Sir Ferdinando, obtained a grant of some 300

square miles on the north side of Massachusetts Bay. In September, 1623, the

younger Gorges, having come over to look after his grant, took possession of

Weston's abandoned stockade at Wessagusset, although it was on the South Shore.




The next spring Gorges got word from

his father that it was impossible to raise funds to further the enterprise.




Accordingly Gorges returned to

England, leaving Rev. William Morell, an Anglican clergyman, in charge of the

plantation, where Samuel Maverick had arrived meanwhile in the Gorges'

interest.




Morell held on till the spring of

1625, when he returned to England. That summer, Captain Wollaston, accompanied

by the picturesque Thomas Morton and a band of indented servants, set up a

plantation opposite Wessagusset on the present Fore River, within the bounds of

what fourteen years later was set off from Boston as the town of Braintree.




Meanwhile, Maverick had begun a

fortified house at Winnissimet (Chelsea) on the north side of the Bay. Rev.

William Blackstone, who had been Morell's assistant, repaired in 1625 to the

Shawmut peninsula, and built him a cabin on the westerly side of the hill

overlooking the present Boston Common. Thus Blackstone became the first white

settler of Boston.




Although the settlers at Plymouth

concerned themselves mainly with agriculture they were not devoid of commercial

enterprise. Their leaders, having established amicable relations with their

Indian neighbors, sought out the savages at the head of Massachusetts Bay in

order that they might trade with them also for grain and furs. As time went on,

the Pilgrims established fishing stations at Cape Ann and on the coast of

Maine, and built a fort on the Connecticut River, near the site of the present

Hartford.




Boston has always owed much to

the natural advantages of its location. But those advantages were not revealed

to English eyes until an expedition from the Plymouth Colony rounded the

Shawmut peninsula and landed at Mishawum in the early fall of 1621. In

September of that year, Governor Bradford sent ten men in a shallop, under

command of Myles Standish, on an expedition, whose main purpose was to

establish favorable trade relations with the Indians at the head of

Massachusetts Bay.




They sailed from Plymouth at

midnight of Tuesday, September 18. Skirting the south shore of the Bay, they

anchored under the lee of a large island before sunset on Wednesday. They found

the island uninhabited. It was claimed by one of the party in the name of David

Thompson, then a resident of Plymouth, in England.
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