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FOREWORD


Laurie and I have been profoundly impacted by the liberating message of grace we have received in recent years. We’ve been amazed at the results as we’ve learned to pray from victory instead of praying for victory.


It’s no exaggeration to say that a fuller understanding of the wonders of God’s grace has transformed our lives and enriched our walk with God in countless ways. But in no area has that transformation been greater than in the area of our prayer lives.


Understanding that God’s throne truly is a throne of grace; grasping the full scope of Jesus’s finished work on the cross; and getting a deeper revelation of God’s goodness and faithfulness has changed us. Each of these discoveries have combined to make our praying more exciting and more effective. Far more effective!


That’s why we welcome this devotional by David A. Holland. We’re thrilled to be able to direct friends to a resource that will help them renew their minds to the realities of grace, and model grace-based praying for them. This devotional takes you by the hand and, in 55 days, teaches you how to pray from a clear understanding of the victory Jesus has already won for you.


In the Bible, the number “5” symbolizes grace. That makes “55” an excellent number for the meditations and prayers on the pages that follow. We encourage you to spend some time with each of these for the next 55 days. We’re confident you’ll discover what we have learned. Namely, that life becomes much more exciting and fulfilling when you learn to pray grace-based prayers.


Matt & Laurie Crouch




INTRODUCTION


“I wish I could point people to a resource that taught believers how to pray from victory rather than for victory.”


That off-hand comment by TBN President Matt Crouch during a phone call provided the inspiration for the unique devotional you hold in your hands. When I heard the phrase “praying from victory,” I immediately recognized the powerful paradigm to which Matt was referring.


He was talking about an utterly biblical, but poorly understood, way of approaching prayer that has profoundly impacted my own prayer life. Which is why I quickly raised my hand and said I would love to have the privilege of fulfilling that wish.


Creating this devotional was a labor of love and passion. The revolutionary truths that unfold on these pages are precious to me. They’ve not only transformed my life and relationship with my heavenly Father, they’ve enabled me to pray with more power and efficacy than I dreamed possible. Indeed, I have told the members of The Cup & Table Co.—the wonderful community of believers it is my privilege to pastor and teach—that this book contains the things that I most want the people I love to understand and embrace.


I want you to understand and embrace these liberating truths, too. I know that if you will, you’ll never pray the same way again. Each devotional concludes with a declarative prayer. In other words, a prayer that puts you in the position of partnering with God by giving voice to His will for you and for those around you.


Get ready to discover the power and joys of Praying Grace.


David A. Holland
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Escape the “Try Harder” Trap


There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who


enters God’s rest also rests from their works, just as God did from his.


HEBREWS 4:9–10 NIV


It has been said that the last 2,000 years of teaching and preaching on how to successfully live the Christian life and please God could actually be encapsulated in a simple two-word exhortation:


Try harder.


Do you keep stumbling over the same sin or habit? Try harder. Are you struggling to love unlovely and obnoxious people? Try harder. Failing time and again to rise an hour early for prayer and Bible reading? Try harder. Not giving enough? Serving enough? Witnessing enough? Attending church services enough? Try harder.


You know the prescription. Bear down. Double up. Lather, rinse, repeat—in an endless, frustrating, shame-soaked cycle of defeat and failure that robs you of your confidence before God and keeps you feeling like the only Christian in the world who isn’t properly doing all the things.


None of that sounds very restful, does it? Yet, rest is precisely what we are called to in Jesus; particularly, rest from striving and straining to earn God’s approval.


The fact is, God sent Jesus so we could become restful human beings, not busy human doings. God paid an enormous price and lavished His grace upon us to restore us—not to good behavior—but to Himself, to reconnect us to the Source of life and love.


When you live and rest in that connection, all those other good and noble things overflow out of your life organically and effortlessly. Witnessing: the peace, joy, and confidence that shines from you when you rest in Him becomes an irresistible beacon to the lost and hurting. Love: when you are secure in God’s love and acceptance, you become unoffendable, and naturally capable of more patience and grace than you thought possible.


We have all tried the “try harder” approach. It doesn’t work. Grace does.


PRAYER OF DECLARATION


Heavenly Father, I cease from my futile labors. I no longer strive to earn what I cannot possibly earn, to merit what I will never deserve. Instead, I rejoice and rest in my connection to You through Your Son. He is the vine, and I am a connected branch.


I declare today that in Jesus, Your love, Your power, Your goodness, and Your empowering grace all flow through me—producing fruit naturally, and shaping my desires and appetites.


Good and noble things overflow out of my life organically and effortlessly. Peace, joy, and confidence shine from me, making me an irresistible beacon to the lost and hurting. Because I am absolutely secure in Your love and acceptance, I am unoffendable, patient, and full of grace for others. For me, every day is a day of Sabbath rest.
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“Tetelestai!”


So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!”


And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.


JOHN 19:30 NKJV


The Savior’s final words from the cross were a prayer of childlike faith: “Father, into your hands I entrust My spirit” (Luke 23:46 HCSB). Only moments earlier, the witnesses gathered around the dying Savior heard Him shout something else, a single word that was more of a Greek accounting term: “Tetelestai!”


Our English Bible translates that term in a way that drains it of the legal and financial connotations it clearly carried for hearers of Jesus’ day. The best most can come up with is the plain-vanilla phrase, “It is finished.”


Yet, tetelestai does not mean merely that a thing has concluded. It does not simply indicate that the curtain has come down and the show is over or “The End.” No, to declare a thing tetelestai is to decree that all has been accomplished, everything formerly lacking has now been supplied. The wound has been healed. The obligation has been met. The debt has been completely satisfied!


Jesus’ Tetelestai! declared an end to man’s Tower-Of-Babel religious striving to build a ladder back to heaven. God Himself had come down and done what no fallen man could do: satisfy mankind’s staggering legal and spiritual obligation to divine justice.


In an 1861 sermon, Charles Spurgeon explained what Jesus meant when He cried from the cross, “It is finished!”


The Savior meant that the satisfaction which He rendered to the justice of God was finished. The debt was now, to the last farthing, all discharged. The atonement and propitiation were made once for all, and forever, by the one offering made in Jesus’s body on the tree (Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit Volume 7, Sermon 47, December 1, 1861).


Powerful, grace-based praying begins with an understanding of Jesus’ cry of tetelestai. To pray prayers of grace starts with the humbling, liberating realization that Christ has done all the work for our atonement. All that remains is to receive it.
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TO DECLARE A THING


TETELESTAI IS TO DECREE


THAT ALL HAS BEEN


ACCOMPLISHED.
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PRAYER OF DECLARATION


Father, I thank You for sending Jesus to pay my debt in full. Through His sacrifice, the demands of holy justice woven into the fabric of the universe at the moment of creation have been fully satisfied. I rejoice in the glorious truth that I can come to You with no sense of obligation, indebtedness, or shame.


Lord Jesus, thank You for Your willingness to come. I will not insult Your grace by seeking to add a single thing to a work You declared complete with your shout of “Tetelestai!” nor will I try to pay against a debt You have declared, “Paid in full.” I will humble myself and gratefully receive everything You died to provide for me; everything Your Word declares is mine.


I have everything I need pertaining to life and godliness, down to the smallest detail. Your will is being done in my life here on earth just as it is in heaven!
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Praying from Rest


For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works,


as God did from His. Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest,


so that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.


HEBREWS 4:10–11 NASB


Adam and Eve’s labor to create fig leaf garments to cover their shame represents mankind’s very first religious work. Cain’s rejected offering was the second (and that rejection led to the first murderous rage.)


From the Tower of Babel, to the meticulous rules and regulations of the Pharisees, to all the other world religions, right up to our modern day—fallen man’s impulse has been to work or earn our way back into the Garden of Eden.


The coming of the Son of God to earth revealed that the Father had a very different plan for restoring us to His fellowship and blessings. One which would require nothing from us except the humility to recognize that we had nothing to contribute to our redemption, that our best attempts at righteousness were disgusting, smelly rags, and that all we could do is receive, enjoy, and share His blessings with others.
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