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Physical Characteristics of the Cardigan Welsh Corgi


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Skull: Top moderately wide and flat between the ears.


Head: Refined in accordance with the sex and substance of the dog.


Eyes: Medium to large, not bulging, with dark rims and distinct corners. Widely set.
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Muzzle: In profile the plane of the muzzle should parallel that of the skull, but on a lower level due to a definite but moderate stop.


Nose: Black.


Lips: Fit cleanly and evenly together all around.


Teeth: Strong and regular. Scissors bite preferred.


Forequarters: The moderately broad chest tapers to a deep brisket. Elbows should fit close. The forearms (ulna and radius) should be curved to fit spring of ribs. The pasterns are strong and flexible.


Feet: Relatively large and rounded, with well filled pads. They point slightly outward.


Ears: Large and prominent in proportion to size of dog.


Neck: Moderately long and muscular without throatiness.


Body: Long and strong.


Topline: Level.


Loin: Short, strong, moderately tucked up.


Size: Dogs and bitches should be from 10.5 to 12.5 inches at the withers when standing naturally. Ideally, dogs should be from 30 to 38 pounds; bitches from 25 to 34 pounds.


Coat: Medium length but dense as it is double.


Tail: Set fairly low on body line and reaching well below hock.


Hindquarters: Overall, the hindquarters must denote sufficient power to propel this low, relatively heavy herding dog efficiently over rough terrain.


Color: All shades of red, sable and brindle. Black with or without tan or brindle points. Blue merle (black and gray; marbled) with or without tan or brindle points.
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The less well-known, but equally charming and lovable Corgi, the Cardigan Welsh Corgi possesses many characteristics that differentiate him from the more popular Pembroke Welsh Corgi.
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To dog lovers everywhere, the name “Corgi” will immediately evoke mental pictures of the short-legged and short-tailed little fellows that are so often seen behind, around and in front of members of England’s royal family out on an afternoon’s stroll. There are a few dog fanciers that respond to the word by asking, “Which Corgi, the short-tailed or long?”


Two quite different dogs carry the name Corgi in their official designation—the Pembroke Welsh Corgi and the less well-known Cardigan Welsh Corgi. What very few people understand, however, is that the two are not simply different varieties of the same breed nor is tail length (or absence) the only distinguishing characteristic that separates the two.


The Cardigan and Pembroke trace their lineage back to entirely different ancestors, and these predecessors dictate much of what constitutes the differences in appearance and temperament that exist in the two breeds to this day. Although the Pembroke Corgi is by far the more popular of the two breeds, popularity is one of the last considerations that should be taken into account when a breed is selected to become a member of one’s family.
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ORIGIN OF THE HERDING DOG


The herding instinct, so much a part of the Cardigan Corgi character, can be traced back through thousands of generations to the breed’s wolf origins. Wolves cleverly “rounded up” the animal they were after and separated it from the herd. When this was accomplished, they brought the animal to the ground and devoured it. It was through man’s breeding genius that a dog was developed that was equipped with all of the herding abilities and instincts of its wolf ancestors but that was not compelled to kill and devour the livestock it herded.





One of the major goals of this book is to enlighten the reader in regard to breed suitability when it comes time to select a household companion. Another is to bring the Cardigan Welsh Corgi out from behind the shadow of its more popular cousin, the Pembroke, to give the reader an opportunity to see the many sterling characteristics of this gentle and devoted result of British stockmanship.


In order to fully understand the essence of the Cardigan and how it differs from its cousin, one must really have a working knowledge of both breeds as well as why these differences exist. The following pages will attempt to reveal just that. In order to do so, however, we must go back in time—back to when man first began his relationship with the wild creature of the forest that was to become known as his “best friend.” That relationship has grown to become one that man shares with no other living thing beyond his own species.


That first meeting was between Mesolithic man and the wolf. Domestication began well over 10,000 years ago. As early man matured into the intelligent and civilized being he is today, the wolf accompanied him through his transitions to become both servant and guardian. Canis lupus, the wolf, would become Canis familiaris, the dog.


CANIS LUPUS TO CANIS FAMILIARIS


Controversy exists as to whether today’s domestic dog descended solely from the wolf family or if an admixture of jackal and other wild canine blood assisted in this transition. There is no doubt, however, that the four different branches of the wolf family stand as the cornerstone for all dogs included under the term Canis familiaris or Canis domesticus.


These four groups have been given different names by different historians, but Richard and Alice Fiennes’s The Natural History of Dogs categorizes descendants of ancient dog as the Mastiff Group, the Dingo Group, the Greyhound Group and the Northern Group. The Mastiff and Northern Groups are the ones that figure most significantly in Corgi history, but it is of benefit to be aware of the characteristics of the other two groups as well in that neither of the Corgis can claim to be entirely pure in their descendancy.


The Mastiff Group descended primarily from mountain wolves of the Tibetan wolf type and includes many of today’s sporting dogs, such as the spaniels and setters. The true scent-hunting hounds and mastiff-type dogs also descend from this group. There is evidence that some of the breeds in this group carry the blood of the spitz or Northern Group types as well.


Typical of the Mastiff Group is a tendency to produce large floppy ears, a heavy muzzle and an obvious stop. A dog’s stop is the depression or step-down in the topline of the head, situated almost centrally between the eyes where the skull meets the upper jaw. These characteristics and several others will have increased significance as we trace the development of the Cardigan Welsh Corgi down from its Deutsche Bracken (German scenthound) ancestry.


The Dingo Group descended from the Asian wolf and includes the Basenji, the Rhodesian Ridgeback (albeit with many crosses to European breeds) and many of the pariah breeds existing in the Near, Middle and Far East as well as in Africa. Even in their least domesticated stage, this group appears to have been far more tractable and easily able to coexist with mankind.


The Greyhound Group claims an extremely fleet-of-foot Asian wolf relative as its source. Here we find all the sighthounds, with the Afghan Hound, the Borzoi, the Irish Wolfhound and the Greyhound among them.


Finally, we have the Northern Group, claiming the Northern Wolf as its predecessor. Included here are most of the breeds associated with the extreme conditions of the cold climates. Among them we find the Arctic types, the terriers and the spitz breeds. The Pembroke Corgi is included in this group through its spitz ancestors.
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CANIS LUPUS


“Grandma, what big teeth you have!” The gray wolf, a familiar figure in fairy tales and legends, has had its reputation tarnished and its population pummeled over the centuries. Yet it is the descendants of this much-feared creature to which we open our homes and hearts. Our beloved dog, Canis domesticus, derives directly from the gray wolf, a highly social canine that lives in elaborately structured packs. In the wild, the gray wolf can range from 60 to 175 pounds, standing between 25 and 40 inches in height.
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MULTI-PURPOSE HERDER


The Cardigan Welsh Corgi was bred to work both mean-spirited cattle and easily frightened sheep in the harshest of environments. This required a dog of great versatility—rugged enough in physique and temperament to stand up to the cattle but tractable and gentle enough to handle the far more timid sheep. This unique temperament is a hallmark of the breed to this day.





Early man had little need to train the wolf-cum-dog descendants of this group to herd the livestock he kept. Wolves had been rounding up and separating their prey for countless centuries. Man’s task was to produce a herder that would not bring down and devour what it herded! It appears that descendants of the more docile Dingo Group had influence in this respect.


“HORSES FOR COURSES”


The frigid and often entirely inhospitable conditions of the Scandinavian countries dictated that the earliest inhabitants were conservative in all things, including the dogs they kept. The Scandinavian breeds were hardy working breeds—some were markedly hound types of varying sizes, while others were made up of spitz descendancy.


There is documented evidence that the Vikings took along their dogs on their journeys across the North Sea to Wales. One need only look at some of the breeds native to the Scandinavian countries to see how they might have influenced the development of the two Corgis in the British Isles. No one who has even a smattering of knowledge in regard to the development of the many breeds of dog that exist today could possibly deny the profound influence Great Britain has had on the world of pure-bred dogs.


“Horses for courses” is an old concept used by British stockmen in the development of many kinds of prized livestock. Translated into layman’s terms, this simply means choosing a formula that will produce a horse best suited to the terrain of the region in which the animal will work. This breeding formula applied not only to horses but also to all stock, and was the basis upon which many of Great Britain’s outstanding dog breeds were developed.


Pembrokeshire and Cardiganshire were agricultural areas in Wales. The farms were primarily set among the rather infertile and rocky hills. In addition, the weather was nothing short of inhospitable—often wild, wet and windy. A breed of tough black cattle was developed to cope with these difficult conditions.


Fences to confine these surly beasts were not practical or affordable. Regardless, the cattle had to be located and brought in so that they could be milked. This was a feat beyond the capability of the owners of the herds. They found a herding dog not only practical but, in so many cases, absolutely essential. There was little food available to maintain a large dog; plus, a large dog was not practical around the ill-tempered cattle. Flying hooves could easily land a well-directed rear kick to the head of a large dog.


What was needed was a small dog, short enough to duck under those flying hooves. The ingenious breeding talent of the Welsh farmers accomplished just that. The low stature of these dogs allowed them to nip at a reluctant beast’s leg just above the hoof, while moving forward at the same time and in the same direction as the hoof. The agile little dogs simultaneously swerved slightly to the right or left, depending upon which hoof was grasped and using their acute senses to detect a kick coming their way.
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The Pembroke Welsh Corgi descends from spitz dogs and does not have a tail, giving the rear quarters its characteristic appearance.


The natural inclination on the part of cattle was to strike rearward at the spot at which they were attacked. However, the clever dog was already out of the way. This is not to say that the dog never miscalculated, but, even if he did, the flying hoof would still lash out above the low-stationed herder’s head.


The dogs’ flat skulls were not a coincidence; rather, they were selected for by the farmers to assist in this technique of evasion. These dogs had to be tough little dogs because the nature of the beasts with which they worked and the weather in which they worked demanded it. A short, protective, weather-resistant coat was a must, for the conditions were all too often wet and muddy.


The inhabitants of Pembroke-shire and Cardiganshire went about their separate ways throughout the years to develop the kind of dog that was best suited to performing the required tasks under the conditions that existed in their respective areas. The Welsh called these dogs “Corgi.” The name Corgi generally meant “cur dog” or, alternatively, “dwarf dog” in Welsh. Neither name was used in the derogatory sense, but rather to describe a small working type of dog.


It is believed that Cardiganshire folk used native British stock that may have been influenced by either Scandinavian or Central European hounds. The people in Pembrokeshire worked with dogs whose ancestors were thought to be primarily Scandinavian spitz breeds.


CARDIGANSHIRE’S CORGI


In Cardiganshire, the Corgi was also known as Ci Llathaid, which meant “by the yard” and related to the Welsh measurement of a yard, which is 40 inches (101.5 cm) long. The dogs were larger than those of their neighbors in nearby Pembrokeshire. They also were considerably longer in body, their front legs were bowed and they had long bushy tails. They also stood on large round feet. They were often blue merle or brindle in color and, in most cases, had large drooping ears.
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Both Welsh Corgi breeds possess typically alert expressions. The Pembroke, shown here, is of a more compact size.


At least one theory of the Cardigan Corgi’s history cites the scenthound breeds as having had great influence. Scenthounds are thought to have been brought from Central European countries to Wales as early as 1200 BC. If these hounds arrived at that early date, they were undoubtedly of the German Deutsche Bracken type. If they arrived at a later date, the ancestors could well have been the German Dachshund (or Teckel), which had been developed from the Deutsche Bracken dogs.


The hounds were said to have been crossed with the existing “heeling” breeds of Wales. The resulting descendants were said to have had long bodies, bowed legs and large feet that turned out, as well as the typical scenthound’s pendant ear.


Somewhere in the late 1800s, the Cardiganshire farmers began to replace their cattle with much more economically maintained herds of sheep. The cattle-heeling instincts of their Corgi proved too harsh for the easily frightened sheep, so they resorted to crosses with the less aggressive old Welsh Collie. It is believed that this is how the blue merle color was introduced into the Cardigan gene pool.


There are many theories about the metamorphosis of the early hound-like Cardigan Corgi into a breed similar in some respects to its cousin, the Pembroke Corgi. Some believe it was done entirely without Pembroke crosses but rather through frequent breedings back to the indigenous Welsh herding breeds, which were prick-eared and more spitz-like in appearance. Others believe that the Pembroke dog had influence on the changes that came about for the dog from Cardigan-shire. Only time and further archaeological discoveries will ever solve the mystery.
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The Swedish Vallhund is a cattle herder from the Vastergotland plains in Sweden. This forest dog resembles the Corgi except in color. Owner, Lisa Croft-Elliott.




The hound blood in his background gave the Cardiganshire dog a marked determination of character so that he was seldom distracted from his assigned duties. This same hound blood gave the dog a degree of serenity and gentleness around humans that endeared him to all members of the family, young and old.


At any rate, the dogs from Cardiganshire worked hard in the fields all day and protected their families from danger at night by sounding the alarm. It was not unusual for the dogs to serve as “nannies” for the children when the parents were away working in the fields. Had they been able, old fanciers of the breed say, they would have been put to scrubbing the laundry and cooking the meals.
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THE COMPETITIVE CORGI


In England, Cardigan and Pembroke Corgis originally competed against each other for Challenge Certificates and, early on, it was the Pembrokes who walked off with the lion’s share of the wins. However, at the Pwllhelli show in 1929, a male Cardigan named Golden Arrow and a female Cardigan named Nell of Twyn turned the tables and brought home the CCs.





These farming families could never have imagined that their beloved “cur dogs” would one day be petted and pampered show dogs with nothing more to do than entertain their owners. The lowly Corgi from Cardiganshire was destined indeed for a life of comfort and convenience, the likes of which their farm-bound owners would never have been able to conceive.


THE PEMBROKESHIRE CORGI


In order to more fully understand the distinguishing differences that exist in the temperament and physique of the two Corgis, one must understand why they exist. Thus, a brief look at the development of the Corgi from Pembrokeshire is necessary. There seems to be little doubt that the Vastgotaspets (Swedish Vallhund), developed from native spitz breeds in Sweden, had some sort of relationship or affinity to the Pembroke Welsh Corgi. Whether it was the breeds native to Wales that may have influenced the development of the Vallhund, or the Swedish breeds serving as the cornerstone for the Corgi, will, at least for the present, remain another Corgi mystery to be solved. However, few doubt the connection between the Pembroke Corgi and the Vallhund.


The Pembrokeshire Corgi was alternatively called Ci Sodli, which meant “to heel,” or work livestock from behind by nipping at the heels. The dog was smaller than its cousin from Cardiganshire, was much more compact and had front legs that were fairly straight by comparison. Usually the Pembroke-shire dog was born without a tail. If one was born with a tail, it was docked. The head did not much differ from that of the Cardiganshire dog, but often the coat of Ci Sodli was shorter and smoother, and the ears were smaller.


The spitz blood coursing through the veins of the Pembrokeshire dogs gave them a decided edge and alertness. Nothing was likely to escape their notice, nor would any intruder be allowed to pass unannounced.


THE CORGIS BECOME SHOW DOGS


Until the early 1920s, both Corgis led hard-working but contented lives on the farms. However, about 1925 their destiny took an abrupt turn. Several Corgi owners gathered at a local pub and decided that their dedicated companions should be included in dog shows.


Capt. J. H. Howell called a meeting of breed fanciers and the Welsh Corgi Club was organized. Pedigrees were written down from memory and breed standards were agreed upon. Ten dogs were given “official” recognition as members of the breed.


The two Corgis, which up to that point had not yet been bred “for looks,” began to appear at the local shows. The dogs ran the gamut of sizes and shapes, but a club was founded with a healthy 59-member charter group. These founding fanciers were interested only in the dogs from Pembrokeshire, and it was that breed and that look that was promoted.


For the next decade, both types—Pembrokeshire and Cardiganshire (later shortened to Pembroke and Cardigan)—were considered as two varieties of the same breed, and interbreeding took place. Both were shown in the same classes at dog shows and registered as the same breed. Early exhibitors recall terrible rows between the Cardigan people and the Pembroke people. Shows were judged by specialists and, when Pembroke breeders judged, only Pembrokes won. Cardigan people were no less loyal to their breed when they were called upon to judge.


Championship status was first granted Welsh Corgis in 1928 at the Cardiff show, but the two were still shown as one breed. The first champion in the breed, either Pembroke or Cardigan, was the redand-white Pembroke female, Shan Fach, who annexed the title in 1929.




REVIVING THE MERLE


Dogs of the unique and attractive blue merle color in the Cardigan Corgi had completely disappeared by the end of World War II. It is only through the hard work of British breed doyenne Thelma Gray that the gene for this color was tracked down, and through controlled and persistent experimental breeding that the color was revived.
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The bright and friendly Cardigan’s appeal is aptly shown by this dog’s charming expression.


Each group felt theirs was the true Corgi type, and the question was never settled nor was peace restored until 1934, when The Kennel Club in Great Britain granted separate breed status. At the time of separation, 59 Cardigans were registered versus 240 Pembrokes. Dividing the breed led to the difficult task of deciding to which of the two breeds each dog belonged. Often it was decided simply by the owner’s choosing with which breed he or she wanted to be associated.


The first Cardigans arrived in the US in 1931, a pair imported by Mrs. Roberta Bole of Ohio. American Kennel Club (AKC) recognition quickly followed, with the breed’s being recognized in 1935. That same year saw the foundation of the Cardigan Welsh Corgi Club of America (CWCCA), which is still going strong as the breed’s parent club today. The Cardigan was first classified in the AKC’s Non-Sporting Group, then moved to the Working Group and finally to the Herding Group, where both Corgi breeds can now be found.


Mrs. Bole, the first importer of the breed, was very important in establishing the breed in the US. Her bitch Cassie, one of the first pair to be imported, had already proved her breeding merit in the UK and was well known for producing top-quality offspring. As one of the first officers of the CWCCA, Mrs. Bole set forth stringent breeding regulations so that only the best dogs, in both body and temperament, would be used for showing and breeding. She and the other early club members also did not believe in enhancing the coat or any other aspect of this working breed by deceptive grooming techniques or other artificial means.




BY ANY OTHER NAME…


Some fanciers feel the breed deserves more recognition both as show dogs and as household companions. One of these is the late British breeder Mrs. Thelma Gray, whose Rozval prefix is held in high regard by fanciers of both breeds. Mrs. Gray is quoted as having said, “I have always thought that it was a very great pity that the two breeds were named as they have been. Had the Cardigan Welsh Corgi become known as Welsh Dogs or Welsh Heelers I believe that their unique and endearing characteristics would have carried them to fame in the world of dogs long since.”
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Today the two Welsh Corgi breeds are decidedly different, and both Cardigans and Pembrokes are known to win in major competition.


The breed hit a rough patch in the early 1960s, as there was a big difference in type between the American-bred dogs and their imported counterparts. Breeder Mrs. Pym, an Englishwoman living in America, helped the situation by bringing over quality specimens from the UK and working them into the American bloodlines. This had great impact on the breed in the US, improving and eventually establishing the quality type seen in today’s US-bred Cardigans.


Throughout the years, the Cardigan Corgi has not kept pace with the popularity afforded the Pembroke. For example, recent AKC statistics ranked the Pembroke 24th highest in registrations, with over 10,000 dogs being registered in a year; the Cardigan came in at 81st, with just over 1,000 dogs registered in the same year. Many of those favoring the long-tailed fellow appreciate that fact and consider the slow pace a distinct advantage, not wanting to see their breed become a “fad” and fall into the wrong hands.
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People are attracted to the Cardigan Corgi for many reasons. The Cardigan has a big-dog personality in a moderately sized package—a package that is ideal for most average homes. Other owners rave about the Cardigan’s intelligence and his ability to understand and respond to those he loves. The breed seems to have a built-in mechanism that makes it an especially devoted companion and protector of children. His acute hearing helps him detect unfamiliar noises and alert the family to anything out of the ordinary. The Cardigan has all of these wonderful personality traits, plus a range of beautiful colors and markings from which to choose.


All of these characteristics are valid in assessing the merits of the breed. However, they alone do not constitute reason enough for anyone to rush out to buy a Cardi. The prospective owner must do a little self-evaluation as well.


This is not a breed that can be put outdoors in a pen and attended to only when the owner has the time or notion to do so. A Cardigan can be a great companion and close friend for his entire lifespan, but only if the owner is ready to invest the time and patience required to bring the dog to his full potential.


Just about all puppies are cuddly and cute; Cardi pups are especially so. Their little “one-earup-and-one-ear-down” waggy-tail personalities make them truly irresistible. Puppies are the subject of calendars and greeting cards printed around the world each year. It is important to realize, however, that a Cardigan Corgi puppy will spend only a very small part of his day sitting around looking cute. The far greater part of the day will be spent investigating, digging, chewing, eating, relieving himself and needing to go outdoors and then immediately insisting that he be let back in.




STANDING HIS GROUND


Cardis are inherently dog-friendly, getting along with other dogs and other pets, but they will not tolerate aggression on the part of other dogs. A Cardigan will not back down to a bully, no matter how large and imposing that bully might be. A leash and a collar are absolute musts any time your Corgi is not in your home or within the confines of your fenced-in property.







MORE THAN SIZE


There are many differences between the two Corgis. Physically the Pembroke’s ears are medium-sized and taper slightly to a rounded point, while the Cardigan’s ears are larger and more rounded at the tip. The Cardigan Welsh Corgi is slightly larger and more heavily built than the Pembroke. Generally the Pembroke’s feet point directly forward while the Cardigan has a more bowed front, much like that of the Basset Hound, and the feet point outward to some degree. The Pembroke is the more extroverted of the two, while the Cardigan is friendly but more reserved with strangers. The most obvious difference is that the Pembroke has a natural bob or docked tail whereas the Cardigan has a full-length tail.





Puppies experience just as many of the aches and pains and sniffles that the human child does on the way to maturity. It is over a shorter time span, but, even at that, all too often the many needs are not realistically considered before adding a dog to one’s household. It takes time and planning to fulfill the day-to-day needs of a dog, whether puppy or fully grown adult. This says nothing of the time required for the many lessons a Corgi must be taught by his master before the dog understands what he may and may not do. Some breeds can be considered “pushovers” in that they seem continually ready, willing and able to respond to their owners’ commands. Not the Cardigan! A Cardi not only has to know that you are serious about what you ask him to do but he also may have to think about it a bit as well.


The bottom line is that your Cardigan will depend entirely upon you for everything he needs. If you are not ready to accept that responsibility, you are not ready to own a Cardigan Welsh Corgi. It will only result in sheer drudgery and frustration for you, and an unhappy situation for the dog.


ARE YOU READY FOR A CARDIGAN?


Failure to understand the amount of time and consideration that a well-cared-for dog requires is one of the primary reasons for the number of unwanted canines that end their lives in animal shelters. Given proper consideration beforehand, the purchase of a dog can bring many years of companionship and comfort as well as unconditional love and devotion that no other animal can match. Before any person brings a dog into his home, he should give very serious consideration to three extremely important questions:
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Rachel Stoltzman, age five, with her Cardi, Libbie, age nine months. Cardis and children can develop a special relationship based on trust and good clean fun!
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Although not a water dog by nature, the Cardi will dive right in to spend time with his favorite children.


1. Does the person who will ultimately be responsible for the dog’s day-to-day care really want a dog?


The children may desperately want a dog; however, will they be doing more than just playing with the dog once he arrives? Pet care can be an excellent way to teach children responsibility, but it should not be forgotten that, in their enthusiasm to have a puppy, children are likely to promise almost anything. It is what will happen after the novelty of owning a new dog has worn off that must be considered.
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