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Preface




This guide will show you how to string an electric guitar with the most common types of bridge, or a steel string acoustic guitar. It can also apply to just replacing one broken string. You will need to know what the string names are so here’s a diagram to make sure.[image: StringNames]






Electric Guitar


If your guitar strings become discoloured and start to sound dull it's probably time to replace them. Electric guitar strings come in different thickness, known as gauges, which refer to the string’s diameter, measured in thousands of an inch. A 9-gauge string has a diameter of 0.009 inches, which is nine thousands of an inch. A 10-gauge string will have a diameter of 0.01 inches, which is ten thousands of an inch, and so on.



For simplicity, a full set of strings is referred to by the gauge of its thinnest string; the high E string. The rest of the strings will increase in gauge, as they get thicker.



Therefore, a set of 9-gauge strings from the thinnest to thickest will usually be: 9, 11, 16, 24, 32, 42, which means 0.009, 0.011, 0.016, 0.024, 0.032 and 0.042 inches. A set of 10-gauge strings, from the thinnest to thickest string: 10, 13, 17, 26, 36, 46 (i.e. from 0.01 to 0.046 inches). There can sometimes be slight variations in the gauge sequence, but the higher the gauge number referred to for a set, the thicker all of the strings will be.



Lighter gauge strings are less rigid so less force is needed for string bends and they can be easier to play at faster speeds. They will also sound a little brighter with more emphasis on higher frequencies. Although 9-gauge strings are quite common, some guitarists will choose 8-gauge strings for the above reasons. Strings of 10-gauge and above will be a little louder and resonant with a thicker sound, and are a little harder to break. Either way, stringing an electric guitar is the same whatever string gauge you choose.


New strings often come in a sealed package and have a small silica gel packet inside to prevent them tarnishing before opening. Once opened, any strings you don’t use can be put into a Tupperware box with a sealing lid. You can place a silica gel packet or two inside with the strings and they will be as good as new for many years.
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There are a few basic parts of the guitar that need to be referred to throughout this guide, so let’s make sure everyone knows what they are. The Tuning pegs, the nut and the bridge, as labelled in the following picture.
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Unwind the tuning peg to loosen the string at the headstock, then unravel from the peg and remove. A guitar peg winder will make quick work of this.
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After this, we go to the bridge and pass the string back out through its hole to be completely removed. Once out, the string can be rolled up and tied around itself to use less space when disposed of. Repeat this for all strings to remove them. If you are only replacing a broken string, you will only need to unravel it from the tuning peg and pull it out from its hole at the bridge. No peg turning needed.


If all strings are removed, you could use this as an opportunity to clean your guitar by giving it a damp dust, particularly the areas which were inaccessible when the strings were on. Make sure the cloth is just a little damp but not wet.
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