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    Shadow and Light traces the unequal, often perilous road by which a determined individual meets the intertwined forces of prejudice and possibility, revealing how hard-won agency, civic commitment, and moral clarity can transform private striving into public consequence even when history seems to press the scales against fairness, and how the alternating currents of setback and progress—shadow and light—shape a life that becomes a testimony to the capacities of courage, prudence, and purposeful work in an era when claims to citizenship and belonging were persistently tested across communities, institutions, and borders.

Authored by Mifflin Wistar Gibbs, Shadow and Light is an autobiography that situates a personal journey within the broader landscape of nineteenth-century North America. First published in the early twentieth century, it reflects on decades that span the antebellum period, the Civil War era, and the aftermath that followed. The settings range across the United States and extend into Canada, offering a transnational perspective uncommon in personal narratives of the time. As a historical life story told by a prominent African American civic leader, it functions as both self-portrait and documentary witness, attentive to public life as much as private experience.

The premise is straightforward yet compelling: Gibbs recounts the path by which he pursued education, work, and influence in societies that alternately opened doors and set barriers. Readers encounter a voice that is measured, practical, and observant, interested in institutions and the ways people navigate them. The style is reflective rather than rhetorical, guided by steady description and reasoned judgment. The mood balances sober assessment with guarded optimism, yielding a narrative that welcomes careful attention to detail. The result is an experiential account that invites readers to inhabit daily decisions, shifting loyalties, and the incremental building of community life.

Major themes emerge with clarity. Mobility and migration appear as tools of survival and advancement, while enterprise and education become means for asserting personhood. Law, politics, and civic organization offer arenas where principles meet practice, and where the obligations of citizenship are argued as much as they are exercised. The book also considers how solidarity can form across lines of class, region, and nationality, and how leadership can be both situational and sustained. Throughout, Shadow and Light foregrounds the ethical choices that accompany opportunity: how to seek advantage without surrendering principle, and how to convert personal gain into public good.

As a historical source, the autobiography offers direct observation of social conditions before, during, and after the great conflicts of the nineteenth century. It shows how people of color negotiated rights in courts, markets, churches, and councils, and how political change filtered unevenly through everyday life. The narrative’s geographic breadth expands the usual frame of United States history by incorporating Canadian contexts, illuminating how borders shaped strategies for safety, livelihood, and civic participation. In doing so, Gibbs presents a grounded view of reform: not a sudden deliverance, but a cumulative process of incremental advances, reversals, and renewed effort.

For contemporary readers, the book matters as both evidence and example. It documents persistent questions—Who belongs? Who decides? What does equality require in practice?—and models forms of participation that remain relevant: coalition-building, institutional engagement, and economic self-reliance tempered by public responsibility. Its attention to everyday governance resonates with current debates about access, representation, and accountability. The narrative also encourages a long view, reminding us that progress rarely moves in a straight line and that durable change often arises from disciplined work across multiple arenas rather than from singular, dramatic events.

Approached today, Shadow and Light offers the satisfactions of a measured, first-person history: clear-eyed recollection, steady pacing, and a vantage shaped by service as well as struggle. It rewards readers who value context and who want to see how character, chance, and circumstance interact over time. Students of history will find a primary source; general readers will encounter a thoughtful guide through a turbulent century. Above all, the book invites reflection on how individuals can widen the circle of possibility for themselves and their communities, keeping faith with the promise that even partial light can dispel enduring shadow.
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    Shadow and Light is the autobiography of Mifflin Wistar Gibbs, a nineteenth-century African American entrepreneur, civic leader, lawyer, and diplomat. Written to record a life that intersected with major currents of American and transnational history, the book proceeds chronologically, pairing personal experiences with observations on politics, business, and race. Gibbs outlines his upbringing, migration, public offices, and commercial pursuits, placing each episode within broader developments such as abolition, the Gold Rush, Reconstruction, and expanding American diplomacy. Throughout, he emphasizes factual recounting over rhetoric, aiming to document the opportunities and barriers he encountered and to illustrate how perseverance, education, and civic engagement shaped his trajectory.

Gibbs begins with his childhood in Philadelphia, describing a free Black community that prized industry, literacy, and mutual aid. He recounts his early training in trades and his exposure to antislavery activism, noting the networks that linked local initiatives to national reform movements. As he enters adulthood, he details participation in vigilance work, public meetings, and conventions that debated strategies for securing rights and mobility. The narrative highlights mentors and contemporaries who influenced his sense of purpose, while underscoring the precarious legal status of African Americans before the Civil War. These formative chapters establish themes of self-help, organization, and lawful assertion of citizenship.

Drawn by economic prospects and relative autonomy, Gibbs moves to California during the Gold Rush era. He chronicles his shift from manual labor to commerce, cofounding ventures and engaging in community leadership. The account outlines discriminatory laws affecting testimony, schooling, and suffrage, and describes efforts to challenge them through petitions, conventions, and the press, including Black-owned newspapers. Gibbs summarizes debates within the community over emigration, investment, and political tactics. He presents California as a proving ground where enterprise and advocacy intersected, documenting both achievements and constraints as he learned to leverage business stability to advance civil rights.

In the late 1850s, Gibbs joins the migration from California to Vancouver Island and British Columbia, encouraged by promises of fairer treatment under British rule. He records establishing a general store, investing in mining and real estate, and building credit networks that supported Black settlers and others in the growing colony. The narrative covers municipal affairs in Victoria, where he served on the city council, and discusses relations with colonial authorities and diverse immigrant groups. Gibbs notes advances in public safety, infrastructure, and schooling, presenting this period as one of civic participation and comparative legal security, coupled with the uncertainties of frontier economies.

After the Civil War, Gibbs returns to the United States to pursue law. He describes formal legal study, bar admission, and relocation to Arkansas, where he opens a practice in Little Rock. The book details the immediate postwar legal landscape, including questions of contract, property, and public order during Reconstruction. Gibbs explains how courtroom experience sharpened his belief that durable progress required both statutes and institutions. He chronicles efforts to mentor younger professionals, support churches and schools, and connect legal knowledge with community uplift. These chapters situate his professional growth within a broader project of rebuilding Southern civic life on constitutional foundations.

Gibbs then recounts his entry into elective office and administrative service. Elected to a municipal judgeship in Little Rock, he describes the court’s routine docket and its role in stabilizing daily life. He contextualizes partisan contests and factional disputes of Reconstruction Arkansas, emphasizing adherence to law during political volatility. Subsequent federal appointments, including work related to land administration, illustrate his management of public resources and attention to procedural fairness. The narrative presents these roles as tests of competence and integrity, noting the responsibilities, constraints, and outcomes without sensational detail, and underscoring the importance of orderly governance to protect new rights.

Beyond government service, Gibbs surveys his business ventures in real estate, banking, and transportation, highlighting capital formation, credit access, and risk management. He ties these activities to advocacy for education, temperance, and vocational training, arguing that stable households and reliable institutions reinforce citizenship. The book summarizes speeches to civic and political gatherings, reports on regional economic trends, and profiles colleagues who modeled public-spirited leadership. Assessing post-Reconstruction setbacks, he emphasizes lawful recourse, coalition building, and long-term investment over confrontation. This section presents economic independence and civic responsibility as mutually reinforcing pathways toward broader inclusion and collective security.

Appointed United States consul to Tamatave, Madagascar, in the late 1890s, Gibbs explains consular duties—protecting American citizens, compiling trade reports, and facilitating commerce. He describes port operations, local products, and shipping routes, and notes the expanding influence of European powers, especially France, on administration and markets. The narrative records routine negotiations, public health concerns, and commercial disputes, offering a practical view of diplomacy at a strategic Indian Ocean outpost. Gibbs frames the post as an extension of his lifelong interest in lawful process and trade, concluding with his return to the United States as he transitions from public service to reflective writing.

In closing chapters, Gibbs synthesizes lessons from decades across multiple regions and roles. He revisits portraits of contemporaries in abolition, business, politics, and diplomacy, using their examples to illustrate institutional progress and recurring obstacles. The overarching message emphasizes education, industry, property ownership, and the ballot as anchors of citizenship. Shadow and Light presents adversity and advancement as intertwined forces, arguing that steady work within legal frameworks yields durable gains. The book ends with a measured optimism grounded in documented experience, aiming to provide a record for future generations and a practical roadmap for civic participation and equitable opportunity.
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    Shadow and Light unfolds across the long nineteenth century, from the 1820s through the early 1900s, tracing Mifflin Wistar Gibbs’s movements through key nodes of the Black Atlantic world. Born in Philadelphia in 1823, he came of age in the urban North under the shadow of slavery’s national reach, then moved west to San Francisco during the Gold Rush, north to Victoria in Britain’s Vancouver Island colony, and later south to Little Rock during Reconstruction. The memoir’s settings map the legal and political contrasts between the United States and the British Empire, and between frontier regions and established cities, highlighting how law, economy, and race shaped daily life and opportunity.

Antebellum abolitionism provides the book’s first historical frame. Philadelphia’s vigilantism against slave catchers intensified after the 1793 and 1850 federal fugitive slave laws, and Black communities organized mutual aid and resistance. By the late 1840s, Frederick Douglass’s paper The North Star, launched in Rochester in 1847, became a hub of antislavery discourse and activism. Gibbs worked within this milieu as an organizer and lecturer, circulating antislavery ideas and mobilizing support. The book connects these networks to concrete urban battlegrounds, depicting vigilance committees, public meetings, and legal contests that tested citizenship in Northern cities even before the Civil War.

The California Gold Rush, sparked by the 1848 discovery at Sutter’s Mill, drew Gibbs to San Francisco around 1850, where a small but assertive Black community formed institutions to defend civil rights. California’s 1850 testimony exclusion law barred Black, Indigenous, and Chinese witnesses from testifying against whites; Black state conventions in 1855, 1856, and 1857 petitioned for repeal, which came in stages during the 1860s, including a pivotal change in 1863. Gibbs participated in these conventions and local organizing, while pursuing business in a volatile boomtown economy. The memoir situates civil-rights claims within frontier conditions of policing, courts, and commerce, linking racial justice to economic survival.

The 1857 Dred Scott decision, declaring that people of African descent could not be citizens under the U.S. Constitution, and mounting discrimination in California catalyzed a remarkable migration that anchors one of the book’s most formative episodes: the Black exodus to Vancouver Island in 1858. Governor James Douglas, born in Demerara and attuned to imperial pragmatism, invited skilled Black settlers as the Fraser River Gold Rush accelerated British claims on the Pacific Coast. Gibbs joined hundreds who sailed from San Francisco to Victoria in spring 1858, becoming a merchant, contractor, and civic leader. He naturalized as a British subject in 1861 to secure political rights, helped organize the Victoria Pioneer Rifle Corps in 1861 amid U.S. secessionist sympathies in the region, and won election to the Victoria City Council in the late 1860s. The book documents municipal debates over taxation, policing, and public works, highlighting the comparative openness of British colonial law to Black property holders while noting persistent prejudice. It chronicles the shifting imperial context as the colony of Vancouver Island merged with British Columbia (1866) and moved toward Canadian Confederation (1867–1871), illustrating how imperial policy, local commerce, and military preparedness intertwined. Gibbs’s narrative connects transnational Black mobility to hard data—ships, dates, officeholding, militia rosters—and shows how rights could be negotiated through loyalty, labor, and law across borders. This British Columbian interlude, set against the legal shock of Dred Scott and the opportunities of Douglas’s invitation, is presented as a proving ground for strategies of citizenship that Gibbs later carried back to the United States.

The Civil War (1861–1865) and Reconstruction reshaped the constitutional order: the 13th Amendment (1865) abolished slavery, the 14th (1868) defined birthright citizenship and equal protection, and the 15th (1870) protected voting rights regardless of race. These changes informed Gibbs’s decision to return south in 1870 and settle in Little Rock, Arkansas. There he read law, entered Republican politics, and benefited from Reconstruction Acts of 1867 that placed former Confederate states under military oversight pending new constitutions. The book links national amendments to state-level institution building, describing schools, courts, and municipal finance as arenas for newly asserted Black citizenship.

Reconstruction in Arkansas provides a second core crucible. Under the 1868 constitution, biracial governance expanded public education and infrastructure. Gibbs rose as a party organizer and jurist, elected municipal judge in Little Rock in 1873, often cited as the first Black person elected to a judgeship in the United States. The memoir’s Arkansas chapters trace factionalism within the Republican Party and the Brooks–Baxter War of 1874, a violent gubernatorial dispute resolved when President Ulysses S. Grant recognized Elisha Baxter. Gibbs shows how federal power, militia mobilization, and local patronage collided, and how Redemption and the rollback of Black officeholding followed by 1877.

Later chapters intersect with Gilded Age and imperial currents. Appointed by President William McKinley as U.S. consul to Madagascar (1897–1901), Gibbs served during France’s consolidation of colonial rule after the 1895 campaign and the deposition of Queen Ranavalona III in 1897. Stationed amid shifting commercial regimes and extraterritorial consular law, he observed the interface of American trade, French authority, and Malagasy resistance. The book uses consular reports, shipping patterns, and legal disputes to compare racial hierarchies in colonial Africa with those in the post-Reconstruction South, extending its analysis of citizenship, sovereignty, and economic leverage beyond North America.

As social and political critique, the book exposes how law structured race, citizenship, and labor across jurisdictions. It indicts the hypocrisy of antebellum freedom in the North under fugitive slave statutes, the civic exclusions of California’s testimony and tax regimes, and the violent retraction of rights during Redemption. By contrasting British Columbia’s conditional openness with U.S. racial caste, it critiques how property and loyalty were made prerequisites for protection. Its Reconstruction chapters condemn factionalism and federal retreat; its consular pages probe imperial inequities under European colonialism. Throughout, Gibbs uses dates, offices, and cases to argue that equality requires enforceable law, institutional capacity, and vigilant civic participation.
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During the late years abroad, while reading the biographies of distinguished men who had been benefactors, the thought occurred that I had had a varied career, though not as fruitful or as deserving of renown as these characters, and differing as to status and aim. Yet the portrayal might be of benefit to those who, eager for advancement, are willing to be laborious students to attain worthy ends.

I have aimed to give an added interest to the narrative by embellishing its pages with portraits of men who have gained distinction in various fields, who need only to be seen to present the career of those now living as worthy models, and the record of the dead, who left the world the better for having lived. To enjoy a life prominent and prolonged is a desire as natural as worthy, and there have been those who sought to extend its duration by nostrums and drinking-waters said to bestow the virtue of "perpetual life." But if "to live in hearts we leave behind is not to die[1q]," to be worthy of such memorial we must have done or said something that blessed the living or benefited coming generations. Hence autobiography is the record, for "books are as tombstones made by the living, but destined soon to remind us of the dead."

Trusting that any absence of literary merit will not impair the author's cherished design to "impart a moral," should he fail to "adorn a tale."


Little Rock, Ark., January, 1902.
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It is seldom that one man, even if he has lived as long as Judge M. W. Gibbs is able to record his impressions of so many widely separated parts of the earth's surface as Judge Gibbs can, or to recall personal experiences in so many important occurrences.

Born in Philadelphia, and living there when that city—almost on the border line between slavery and freedom—was the scene of some of the most stirring incidents in the abolition agitation, he was able as a free colored youth, going to Maryland to work, to see and judge of the condition of the slaves in that State. Some of the most dramatic operations of the famous "Underground Railroad[1]" came under his personal observation. He enjoyed the rare privilege of being associated in labor for the race with that man of sainted memory, the Hon. Frederick Douglass. He met and heard many of the most notable men and women who labored to secure the freedom of the Negro. As a resident of California in the exciting years which immediately followed the discovery of gold, he watched the development of lawlessness there and its results. A few years later he went to British Columbia to live, when that colony was practically an unknown country. Returning to the United States, he was a witness to the exciting events connected with the years of Reconstruction in Florida, and an active participant in the events of that period in the State of Arkansas. At one time and another he has met many of the men who have been prominent in the direction of the affairs of both the great political parties of the country. In more recent years he has been able to see something of life in Europe, and in his official capacity as United States Consul to Tamatave, Madagascar, adjoining Africa, has resided for some time in that far-off and strange land.

It would be difficult for any man who has had all these experiences not to be entertaining when he tells of them. Judge Gibbs has written an interesting book.

Interspersed with the author's recollections and descriptions are various conclusions, as when he says: "Labor to make yourself as indispensable as possible in all your relations with the dominant race, and color will cut less figure in your upward grade."

"Vice is ever destructive; ignorance ever a victim, and poverty ever defenseless."

"Only as we increase in property will our political barometer rise."

It is significant to find one who has seen so much of the world as Judge Gibbs has, saying, as he does: "With travel somewhat extensive and diversified, and with residence in tropical latitudes of Negro origin, I have a decided conviction, despite the crucial test to which he has been subjected in the past, and the present disadvantages under which he labors, that nowhere is the promise along all the lines of opportunity brighter for the American Negro than here in the land of his nativity."

I bespeak for the book a careful reading by those who are interested in the history of the Negro in America, and in his present and future.


BOOKER T. WASHINGTON.
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In the old family Bible I see it recorded that I was born April 17, 1823, in Philadelphia, Pa., the son of Jonathan C. Gibbs and Maria, his wife. My father was a minister in the Wesleyan Methodist Church, my mother a "hard-shell" Baptist. But no difference of religious views interrupted the even tenor of their domestic life. At seven years of age I was sent to what was known as the Free School, those schools at that time invaluable for colored youth, had not graded studies, systematized, and with such accessories for a fruitful development of the youthful mind as now exist. The teacher of the school, Mr. Kennedy, was an Irishman by birth, and herculean in proportions; erudite and severely positive in enunciation. The motto "Spare the rod and spoil the child" had no place in his curriculum. Alike with the tutors of the deaf and the blind, he was earnest in the belief that learning could be impressively imparted through the sense of feeling. That his manner and means were impressive you may well believe, when I say that I yet have a vivid recollection of a bucket with an inch or two of water in it near his desk. In it stood an assortment of rattan rods, their size when selected for use ranging in the ratio of the enormity, of the offence or the age of the offender.

Among the many sterling traits of character possessed by Mr. Kennedy was economy; the frequent use of the rods as he raised himself on tiptoe to make his protest the more emphatic—split and frizzled them—the immersion of the tips in water would prevent this, and add to the severity of the castigation, while diminishing the expense. A policy wiser and less drastic has taken the place of corporal punishment in schools. But Mr. Kennedy was competent, faithful and impartial. I was not destined to remain long at school. At eight years of age two events occurred which gave direction to my after life. On a Sunday in April, 1831, my father desired that the family attend his church; we did so and heard him preach, taking as his text the 16th verse of Chapter 37 in Genesis: "I seek my brethren; tell me, I pray thee, where they feed their flocks."

On the following Sunday he lay before the pulpit from whence he had preached, cold in death, leaving my mother, who had poor health, with four small children, and little laid by "for a rainy day." Unable to remain long at school, I was "put out" to hold and drive a doctor's horse at three dollars a month, and was engaged in similar employment until I reached sixteen years of age. Of the loving devotion and self-sacrifice of an invalid mother I have not words to express, but certain it is, that should it ever appear that I have done anything to revere, or aught to emulate, it should be laid on the altar of her Christian character, her ardent love of liberty and intense aspiration for the upbuilding of the race. For her voice and example was an educator along all the lines of racial progress.

Needing our assistance in her enfeebled condition, she nevertheless insisted that my brother and myself should learn the carpenter trade. At this period in the career of youth, the financial condition of whose parents or sponsors is unequal to their further pursuit of scholastic studies, it is not without an anxious solicitude they depart from the parental roof. For the correct example and prudent advice may not be invulnerable to the temptation for illicit pleasures or ruinous conduct. Happy will he be who listens to the admonitions of age. Unfortunately by the action of response, sad in its humor, too often is: I like the advice but prefer the experience.

The foundation of the mechanical knowledge possessed by the Negro was laid in the Southern States. During slavery the master selecting those with natural ability, the most apt, with white foremen, had them taught carpentering, blacksmithing, painting, boot and shoe making, coopering, and other trades to utilize on the plantations, or add to their value as property. Many of these would hire themselves by the year from their owners, contract on their own account, and by thrift purchase their freedom, emigrate and teach colored youths of Northern States, where prejudice continues to exclude them from the workshops, while at the South the substantial warehouse and palatial dwelling from base to dome, is often the creation of his brain and the product of his handiwork.

James Gibbons, of the class above referred to, and to whom we were apprenticed, was fat, and that is to say, he was jolly. He had ever a word of kind encouragement, wise counsel or assistance to give his employees. Harshness, want of sympathy or interest is often the precursor and stimulator to the many troubles with organized labor that continue to paralyze so many of our great industrial concerns at the present time, resulting in distress to the one and great material loss to the other. Mr. Gibbons had but a limited education, but he possessed that aptitude, energy, and efficiency which accomplishes great objects, that men call genius, and which is oftimes nothing more than untiring mental activity harnessed to intensity of purpose. These constituted his grasp of much of the intricacies of mechanical knowledge. His example was ever in evidence, by word and action, that only by assidious effort could young men hope to succeed in the battle of life.

Mr. Gibbons was competent and had large patronage. We remained with him until we reached our majority. During a religious revival we both became converted and joined the Presbyterian Church. My brother entered Dartmouth College, under the auspices of the Presbyterian Assembly, graduated and ministered in the church at Philadelphia. After a brief period as a journeyman, I became a contractor and builder on my own account. It is ever a source of strength for a young person to have faith in his or her possibilities, and as soon as may be, assume mastership.

While remaining subject to orders, the stimulus is lacking for that aggressive energy, indispensable to bring to the front. Temporary failure you may have, for failure lies in wait for all human effort, but sneaks from a wise and unconquerable determination. We read of the military prisoner, alone, dejected, and despairing, looking to the walls of his cell; he watches a score of attempts and failure of a spider to scale the wall, only to renew an attempt crowned with success. The lesson was fruitful for the prisoner.

Mr. Gibbons built several of the colored churches in Philadelphia, and in the early forties, during my apprenticeship, he was a bidder for the contract to build the first African Methodist Episcopal brick church of the connection on the present site at Sixth and Lombard streets in Philadelphia. A wooden structure which had been transformed from a blacksmith shop to a meeting house was torn down to give place to the new structure. When a boy I had often been in the old shop, and have heard the founder, Bishop Allen, preach in the wooden building. He was much reverenced. I remember his appearance, and his feeble, shambling gait as he approached the close of an illustrious life.

The A. M. E. Church was distinctively the pioneer in the career of colored churches; its founders the first to typify and unflinchingly assert the brotherhood of man and the Fatherhood of God. Dragged from their knees in the white churches of their faith, they met exclusion by cohesion; ignorance by effort for culture, and poverty by unflinching self-denial; justice and right harnessed to such a movement, who shall declare its ultimatum.

Out from that blacksmith shop went an inspiration lifting its votaries to a self-reliance founded on God, a harbinger of hope to the enslaved.

From Allen to Payne, and on and on along lines of Christian fame, its missionaries going from triumph to triumph in America, and finally planting its standard on the isles of the sea.

A distinct line is ever observable between civilization and barbarism, in the regard and reverence for the dead, the increase of solicitude is evidence of a people's advancement. Until the year 1848 the colored people of Philadelphia used the grounds, always limited, in the rear of their churches for burial. They necessarily became crowded, with sanitary conditions threatening, without opportunity to fittingly mark and adorn the last resting place of their dead.
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First Bishop of the A. M. E. Church.



Founder of that Faith That Once Nestled in a Blacksmith Shop, But Now Encircles the World.



In the above year G. W. Gaines, J. P. Humphries, and the writer purchased a tract of land on the north side of Lancaster turnpike, in West Philadelphia, and were incorporated under the following act by the Legislature of the State of Pennsylvania: "An Act to incorporate the Olive Cemetery Company," followed by the usual reservations and conditions in such cases provided. Among reasons inducing me to refer to this are, first, to give an idea of the propriety and progress of the race fifty years ago, and secondly, for the further and greater reasons, as the following will show, that the result of the project was not only a palladium for blessed memory of the dead, but was the nucleus of a benefaction that still blesses the living.

The land was surveyed and laid out in lots and avenues, plans of gothic design were made for chapel and superintendent's residence, and contract for construction was awarded the writer. The project was not entirely an unselfish one, but profit was not the dominating incentive. After promptly completing the contract with the shareholders as to buildings and improvements of the ground, the directors found themselves in debt, and welcomed the advent of Stephen Smith, a wealthy colored man and lumber merchant, to assist in liquidating liabilities. To him an unoccupied portion of the ground was sold, and in his wife's heart the conception of a bounteous charity was formed. The "Old Folks' Home," so beneficent to the aged poor of Philadelphia, demands more than a passing notice.

"The Harriet Smith Home for Aged and Infirm Colored Persons" is a continuation of a charity organized September, 1864, and the first board of managers (a noble band of humanitarians) elected. The preamble was as follows: "For the relief of that worthy class of colored persons who have endeavored through life to maintain themselves, but who, from various causes, are finally dependent on the charity of others, an association is hereby organized." The work of this home was conducted in a large dwelling house on South Front street until the year 1871, when, through the munificence of Stephen Smith and his wife, the land on the corner of Belmont and Girard avenues, previously purchased from the Olive Cemetery Company, together with a large four-story building, valued at $40,000, was given to the Board. In 1871 it was opened as the "Harriet Smith Home," where it still stands as an enduring monument to the original donors, and other blessed friends of the race, who have continued to assist with generous endowments. Edward T. Parker, who died in 1887, gave $85,000 for an annex to the building. Colored people since its incipiency have given $200,000. The board is composed of white and colored persons. On a recent visit I found the home complete, convenient, and cleanly in all its appurtenances, with an air of comfort and contentment pervading the place. From many with bent and decrepit bodies, from wrinkled and withered faces, the sparkling eye of gratitude could be seen, and prayer of thankfulness read; for this product of a benign clemency that had blessed both the giver and receiver. There can be no one with filial affection happy in the thought that it is in their power to assuage the pain or assist the tottering steps of their own father or mother, but will recognize the humanity, Christian character, and unselfishness of the men and women organized for giving the helping hand to the "unfortunate aged, made dependent by blameless conditions."

During my apprenticeship, aware of my educational deficiencies, having been unable to pursue a consecutive course of study in earlier life, I spent much of the night and odd times in an endeavor to make up the loss. In joining the Philadelphia Library Company, a literary society of colored men, containing men of such mental caliber as Isaiah C. Wear, Frederick Hinton, Robert Purvis, J. C. Bowers, and others, where questions of moment touching the condition of the race were often discussed with acumen and eloquence, I was both benefited and stimulated. It was a needed help, for man is much the creature of his environments, and what widens his horizon as to the inseparable relations of man to man and the mutuality of obligation, strengthens his manhood in the ratio he embraces opportunity.

Pennsylvania being a border State, and Philadelphia situated so near the line separating the free and slave States, that city was utilized as the most important adjunct or way-station of the "underground railroad," an organization to assist runaway slaves to the English colony of Canada. Say what you will against old England, for, like all human polity, there is much for censure and criticism, but this we know, that when there were but few friends responsive, and but few arms that offered to succor when hunted at home, old England threw open her doors, reached out her hand, and bid the wandering fugitive slave to come in and "be of good cheer."

As one of the railroad company mentioned, many cases came under my observation, and some under my guidance to safety in Canada. One of the most peculiar and interesting ones that came under by notice and attention, was that of William and Ellen Craft[2], fugitives from the State of Georgia. Summoned one day to a colored boarding house, I was presented to a person dressed in immaculate black broadcloth and silk beaver hat, whom I supposed to be a young white man. By his side stood a young colored man with good features and rather commanding presence. The first was introduced to me as Mrs. Craft and the other as her husband, two escaped slaves. They had traveled through on car and boat, paying and receiving first-class accommodations. Mrs. Craft, being fair, assumed the habit of young master coming north as an invalid, and as she had never learned to write, her arm was in a sling, thereby avoiding the usual signing of register on boat or at hotel, while her servant-husband was as obsequious in his attentions as the most humble of slaves. They settled in Boston, living very happily, until the passage of the fugitive slave law in 1850, when they were compelled to flee to England.

The civil war of 1861 and proclamation of freedom followed. In 1870, arriving in Savannah, Georgia, seeking accommodation, I was directed to a hotel, and surprised to find the host and hostess my whilom friends of underground railroad fame. They had returned to their old home after emancipation. The surprise was pleasant and recognition mutual.

One other, and I shall pass this feature of reminiscence. It was that of William Brown, distinguished afterward as William Box Brown, the intervening "Box" being a synonym of the manner of his escape. An agent of the underground railroad at Richmond, Virginia, had placed him in a box two feet wide and four feet long, ends hooped, with holes for air, and bread and water, and sent him through the express company to Philadelphia. On the arrival of the steamboat the box was roughly tumbled off as so much dead freight on the wharf, but, unfortunately for Brown, on the end, with his feet up and head down. After remaining in such position for a time which seemed to him hours, he heard a man say to another, "Let's turn that box down and sit on it." It was done, and Brown found himself "right side up," if not "with care." I was called to the anti-slavery office, where the box was taken. It had been arranged that when he arrived at his destination, three slow and distinct knocks should be given, to which he was to respond. Fear that he was crippled or dead was depicted in the faces of Miller McKim, William Still and a few others that stood around the box in the office. Hence it was not without trepidation the agreed signal was given, and the response waited for. An "all right" was cheerily given; the lifting of suspense and the top of the box was almost simultaneous. Out sprang a man weighing near 200 pounds. Brown, though uneducated, it is needless to say, was imbued with the spirit of liberty, and with much natural ability, with his box he traveled and spoke of his experience in slavery, the novelty of his escape adding interest to his description. Many similar cases of heroism in manner of escape of men and women are recorded in William Still's "Underground Railroad."
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