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It becomes all men, who are anxious that they should excel other animals, to strive with their utmost might that they may not pass their life in silence like cattle, which nature has formed with their faces downwards, and slaves to their belly.  But all our vigour is placed in the mind and in the body.  We for the most part make use of the government of the mind, the submission of the body.


The one we have in common with the gods, and the other with brutes.  Wherefore it appears to me more proper to seek for glory by the abilities of the mind rather than by those of mere force; and since that life which we enjoy is short, to make the memory of ourselves as lasting as possible.  For the glory of riches and beauty is fickle and frail; virtue is accounted bright and everlasting.  But there has been for a long time a great debate amongst mortals, whether the science of war advanced more by the strength of body or by the abilities of the mind.  For both before you begin there is need of counsel; and when you have counselled, there is need of vigorous execution.  So whilst both by themselves are defective, the one is strengthened by the assistance of the other.
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Wherefore in the early ages of the world, kings (for this was the first name of government upon the earth) were different—some cultivated their minds, others their body.  At that time too, the life of men was spent without covetousness, to every man his own property was sufficient.  But after that Cyrus in Asia, in Greece the Lacedæmonians and Athenians, began to take cities and subdue nations—to look upon the lust of dominion as a ground for war—and to reckon the greatest glory to consist in the greatest dominion; then at length it was found out by danger and trouble, that ability availed most greatly in war.  But if the ability of the mind of kings and commanders were as powerful in peace as in war, human affairs would keep themselves in a more calm and settled state.  Nor would you see different things carried about in different directions, nor all things changed and confused.  For dominion is secured by the same acts by which it was at first acquired.  But when instead of labour, sloth, instead of moderation and equity, lust and pride rush in, men’s fortune is changed with their morals.  Thus power is ever shifting from the worse to the better man:  and the advantages of ploughing, sailing, and building all obey virtue.  But many men abandoned to their belly and sleep, untaught and uneducated, have spent their days like strangers, whose body in truth, contrary to nature, has been their happiness, their soul a burden.  The life and body of such as these I reckon much the same, since no notice is taken of either.  But he indeed appears to me to be truly alive, and to enjoy life, who being engaged in some useful employment, seeks the renown of some noble action or praiseworthy act.  But in this great plenty of pursuits, nature has pointed out to different men different courses.
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It is a glorious thing to be serviceable to the state, and even eloquence is no despicable thing.  Either in peace or war it is possible that a man may become famous.  Many of those who have performed noble actions, as well as those who have written the history of others, are applauded.


And to me indeed, although by no means equal glory attends the historian and the hero, yet it appears in the first place difficult to describe great exploits; first indeed, because the deeds are to be equalled by the words:  next, because many think that those faults which you may have blamed have been mentioned through ill nature and envy.  When you are speaking of the great valour and glory of the good, whatever things each man thinks are easy to be done by himself, he hears with patience, but all beyond he esteems as false, just as if they were feigned.  But I, when a young man, in my early days, like very many, was inclined with much zeal to the service of the state, and there many obstacles met me.  For instead of modesty, instead of temperance, instead of virtue—boldness, bribery, and avarice were flourishing; which things although my mind despised, being unused to such bad practices, yet amidst so great vices, my tender age was held fast corrupted by ambition.  Me too, although I stood aloof from other bad customs, the same desire nevertheless of honour harassed, as it did others, with ambition and envy.
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Therefore when my mind after many miseries and dangers rested, and I determined that the rest of my life should be spent by me far away from the state, it was not my intention to waste my valuable leisure in sloth and idleness, nor indeed in cultivating my land or hunting, to spend my life engaged with servile offices; but having returned to the same point, I mean that undertaking and zeal from which a faulty ambition had diverted me, I determined to write in full the exploits of the Roman people concisely, just as each thing appeared worthy of memory; and so much the rather, because my mind was free from hope, fear, and the factions of the state.  Therefore I will in a few words give an account of Catiline’s conspiracy, with as much truth as I shall be able.  For I look upon that design as especially memorable, from the strangeness of the crime and the danger; of the morals however of this man a few things must be explained before I begin my narrative.
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Lucius Catiline descended of a noble race was of great vigour both of mind and body, but of a wicked and perverse disposition.  To him from his youth, civil wars, slaughter, rapine, civil discord, were delightful, and therein he spent his youth.  His body was enduring of hunger, cold, and watching, more than is credible to any one.  His mind was audacious, crafty, fickle—the pretender to, and dissembler of, any thing whatever, greedy of what was not his own, lavish of what was, burning in his lusts, eloquence enough he had, but little wisdom.  His wild soul was always desiring things extravagant, incredible, and too high for him.  After the tyranny of L. Sulla, a desire had wonderfully seized him of seizing the state; nor by what means he attained this, provided he could obtain the tyranny to himself, had he any care.  His savage soul was agitated more and more every day by the want of fortune, and the sense of his guilt, both which he had increased by those practices which I have mentioned above.  The corrupt morals of the state, moreover, encouraged him; which morals, evils most bad and different one to another—luxury and avarice—were distracting.  The subject itself seems to exhort me, since this part of my history has put me in mind of the morals of the state, to go back, and to detail in a few words the institutions of our ancestors at home and in war; how they managed the republic, and how great they left it; and how being changed by degrees, from being the most glorious and the best, it became the worst and most flagitious.
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The city Rome, as I have understood, the Trojans at first founded and inhabited; who, under the guidance of Æneas, flying from their country, wandered about in uncertain settlements; and with them were the Aborigines, a wild race of men, without laws and government, free and unrestrained.  When however they collected into one city, although of different race and dissimilar language, and each living in a different manner, it is incredible to be told how easily they became one people.  But after their state being improved in number of people, manners and territory, appeared sufficiently prosperous and sufficiently powerful, as most mortal things are treated, envy arose out of their prosperity.  Therefore kings of the neighbouring nations began to harass them in war, while a few of their friends were allies.  For the rest, struck with fear, stood aloof from their dangers; but the Romans, busy at home and in war, used all expedition, made preparations, each exhorted his neighbour, marched out to meet the enemy, and protected their liberty, their country, and their parents by their arms.  Afterwards, when they had repelled the dangers by their valour, they carried aid to their allies and friends, and rather by giving than by receiving kindnesses they gained friendships.  They had a lawful government, and the name of their government. was “Royal.”  Chosen men, whose body, through years, was infirm, but whose mind was strong in wisdom, consulted for the state  These, either through their age or the similarity of their charge, were called “Fathers.”  But when kingly government, which at first proved a means of preserving their liberty, and advancing the public interest, degenerated into haughtiness and tyranny, the custom being changed, they chose for themselves, as annual officers, two magistrates.  By this means they thought that the human mind would least of all become overbearing.
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But at that time every one began more and more to exert himself, and to have his ability in readiness.  For by kings good men are more suspected than the bad, and to them the virtue of others is always formidable.  But it is incredible to be told how much in a short time the state increased, its liberty being obtained; so great a desire of glory had now come on.  Now the youth, as soon as capable of bearing arms, learnt the art of war by labour with experience in the camp; and rather in beautiful arms and war-horses, than in harlots and banquets, placed their pleasure.  To such men as these therefore, labour was not unaccustomed; no place was too rugged or difficult, no enemy in arms was formidable.  Their valour had subdued every thing.  But in glory there was the highest emulation amongst them.  Every one was zealous to strike the enemy, to scale the wall, and to be beheld while he was performing such an exploit.  These they esteemed riches—this noble glory and real nobility.  They were greedy of praise, lavish of their money.  They longed for boundless glory, moderate riches.  I could relate in what places the Roman people with a small band defeated the greatest forces of the enemy, and what cities fortified by nature they took by fighting, did not such a relation draw me off too far from my purpose.
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