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World History: Cultures, States, and Societies to 1500 is an insightful collection that traverses the rich tapestry of human history up to the medieval period. Through an array of literary styles, the anthology captures the complexity and diversity of ancient and early medieval civilizations. The works in this volume offer a profound exploration of global interconnectedness long before the advent of modern globalization. Standout pieces provide introspective views into the cultural mores, societies, and governmental structures of influential civilizations such as the Mesopotamians, Egyptians, and Mayans, while elucidating overarching themes of societal evolution and cross-cultural exchanges. The anthology's contributors, including Eugene Berger, George Israel, Charlotte Miller, Brian Parkinson, Andrew Reeves, and Nadejda Williams, are distinguished historians and scholars whose diverse backgrounds and expertise are woven into the narrative. Each author draws upon historical, cultural, and literary movements that shaped the ages they dissect, bringing a multidimensional perspective to this comprehensive compilation. The collective contributions underscore the complexities of each culture and state, resulting in a harmonized yet multifaceted record of world history that aligns with contemporary scholarly efforts to present a more interconnected view of early human societies. This anthology is an indispensable resource for readers eager to dive into the vast expanse of world history and experience the undulating dialogue of civilizations through a single volume. It offers a rare opportunity to explore a confluence of perspectives and styles, illuminating a unified narrative while celebrating the diversity intrinsic to historical study. By engaging with these works, readers will enrich their understanding of how disparate societies have shaped, and have been shaped by, the world we inhabit today.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Cliff Castles and Cave Dwellings of Europe



Baring-Gould, S.

4057664571922

321

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

In "Cliff Castles and Cave Dwellings of Europe," S. Baring-Gould presents an intriguing exploration of the architectural marvels and historical significance of Europe's cliffside fortifications and subterranean habitats. Utilizing a captivating blend of detailed descriptions and vivid illustrations, Baring-Gould contextualizes these structures within the broader spectrum of human creativity and survival. The book draws upon the late 19th-century fascination with archaeology and medieval history, highlighting the intersection of geography, culture, and craftsmanship that characterizes these extraordinary edifices. S. Baring-Gould was a prolific writer and a noted folklorist, whose extensive travels throughout Europe fueled his passion for uncovering the stories behind ancient structures. His background in theology and deep appreciation for history, paired with his interest in the folklore surrounding these sites, led him to craft a narrative that is both informative and engaging. Baring-Gould's intimate knowledge of local cultures and his dedication to documenting the past emerge as underlying motivations for his work, granting the book a unique authoritative voice. I highly recommend "Cliff Castles and Cave Dwellings of Europe" to history enthusiasts, architectural scholars, and anyone intrigued by the intersection of humanity and its environment. Baring-Gould's insightful observations and rich prose make this work not only a visual feast but also a critical discourse on the historical legacies etched into Europe's landscapes. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "The Court of Philip IV.: Spain in Decadence," Martin A. S. Hume offers a meticulously researched analysis of the sociopolitical and cultural landscape of Spain during the reign of Philip IV. Written in a narrative style that intertwines historical events with vivid character studies, Hume employs a blend of primary sources and contemporaneous accounts to delve into the complexities of a court riddled with intrigue, corruption, and artistic patronage. The book exists within a broader literary context, responding to earlier historical narratives while contributing significantly to the understanding of Spain's decline in the 17th century, marked by both military misfortunes and economic woes, thus solidifying its place in the canon of Spanish history literature. Martin A. S. Hume, a noted historian with a specialization in Spanish history and culture, draws from his extensive background in early modern Europe to illustrate the subtleties of Philip IV'Äôs court. His fascination with Spain's Golden Age and its subsequent deterioration informs this work, as he intricately connects the artistic achievements of the period with the underlying political decay. Hume's analytical approach reflects his broader scholarly interests, aimed at illuminating the complexities of imperial decline. This book is an essential read for anyone interested in Spanish history, offering both depth and accessibility. Hume'Äôs keen insights into the interplay of politics and culture during a tumultuous period provide a compelling narrative that captivates both scholars and general readers alike, making it a valuable addition to the library of anyone looking to understand the intricacies of decay amidst artistic flourishing.
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In "Christianity and Islam in Spain, A.D. 756-1031," Charles Reginald Haines provides a rigorous exploration of the intricate interplay between Christian and Islamic cultures during a pivotal era in Spain's history. Haines employs a meticulous narrative style, blending historical analysis with vivid descriptions, to illuminate the sociopolitical dynamics that characterized the Iberian Peninsula during the early Middle Ages. By contextualizing the period within the broader scope of religious conflict and cultural exchange, this work highlights the complexities of coexistence and contestation between two major faiths, making it an essential read for understanding the foundations of modern Spain. Haines, a noted historian with a keen interest in religious studies and intercultural dialogue, draws from an impressive array of primary and secondary sources. His academic background, enriched by years of research in medieval history and theology, provides a solid foundation for his insights. Haines'Äô dedication to uncovering the nuanced interactions of faith traditions underscores the book'Äôs significance in contemporary discussions about religious tolerance and coexistence. This compelling work is highly recommended for scholars, students, and anyone intrigued by the historical roots of religious interaction and conflict. Haines' balanced perspective invites readers to reflect on the legacy of this rich historical period, making it an invaluable asset for both academic and personal libraries.
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In "The History of Moors in Spain," Stanley Lane-Poole presents a meticulously researched narrative that illuminates the rich cultural and historical tapestry woven by the Moors in the Iberian Peninsula. With a blend of scholarly rigor and engaging prose, Lane-Poole delves into the intricacies of Islamic influence from the 8th to the 15th centuries, exploring the multifaceted contributions of the Moors to architecture, science, and philosophy. The book adeptly contextualizes this era within the broader framework of medieval history, demonstrating how the coexistence of diverse cultures created a unique environment of intellectual and artistic flourishing. Stanley Lane-Poole, a prominent British historian and archaeologist of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, was deeply interested in the intersection of cultures and civilizations. His scholarly background in Arabic studies and his extensive travels through Spain and North Africa imbued him with a profound appreciation for the Moorish heritage. This personal journey is reflected in his writing, as he strives to offer a balanced perspective that counters simplistic narratives about the Islamic presence in Europe. For readers intrigued by the complexities of cultural exchange and historical narratives, "The History of Moors in Spain" is an indispensable text. Lane-Poole's erudition invites modern audiences to engage with the intricate legacy of the Moors, fostering a deeper understanding of their enduring impact on Spanish identity and European history. This book is essential for historians, students, and anyone seeking to comprehend the profound influences that have shaped contemporary culture. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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    Across eight centuries, the arc of Muslim rule in Iberia unfolds as a drama of conquest, creativity, fracture, and endurance that continues to shape how Europe imagines its past and its borders.

The History of Moors in Spain: From the Islamic Conquest until the Fall of Kingdom of Granada by Stanley Lane-Poole is a work of narrative history that surveys the trajectory of Islamic-ruled Iberia from its arrival in the early eighth century to the close of the fifteenth. First published in the late nineteenth century, it reflects a period when British scholars shaped popular understandings of the medieval Mediterranean. Lane-Poole offers a broad account situated in the cities, courts, and frontiers of the peninsula, crafting an accessible synthesis for general readers while engaging enduring questions about power, culture, and legacy.

Readers encounter a sweeping storyline that moves from the initial incursion to the establishment of Muslim polities in Iberia and the subsequent transformation of the peninsula’s political and cultural landscape. Lane-Poole’s approach favors clear narrative, vivid scene-setting, and concise character sketches, guiding the reader through shifting dynasties, regional rivalries, and moments of cultural flowering without overwhelming detail. The book aims to be both instructive and engaging, balancing a panoramic view with telling particulars, and offering the experience of a guided tour through a complex historical terrain rather than a specialized monograph or a narrowly technical study.

Within this chronicle, themes of exchange, coexistence, and conflict thread through accounts of urban life, scholarship, and the arts under changing regimes. The book highlights how governance, religion, and learning intersected in the evolving society of al-Andalus, with attention to intellectual networks that linked Iberia to the wider Mediterranean world. It foregrounds the tensions between unity and fragmentation, ambition and pragmatism, frontier warfare and civic refinement. By portraying how ideas traveled alongside merchants and envoys, the narrative invites readers to consider the mutual influences that shaped medieval Europe and North Africa.

As a product of its time, the volume blends admiration for cultural achievement with the interpretive habits of nineteenth-century historical writing. Lane-Poole’s prose is polished and confident, and his synthesis draws on chronicles and scholarship available to him, presenting a coherent arc accessible to non-specialists. Contemporary readers may recognize period conventions in terminology and framing, and the book rewards a critical eye alongside its many insights. Its lasting appeal lies in the breadth of its canvas and the clarity with which it presents complex developments over long spans, allowing newcomers to grasp the stakes of Iberia’s medieval transformations.

The questions the book raises—about pluralism under pressure, the durability of institutions, and the afterlives of cultural contact—remain relevant. It encourages reflection on how societies narrate triumph and loss, and how memory hardens into identity. For readers interested in the roots of European ideas, the movement of science and letters, or the making of architectural and urban forms, this history offers context that illuminates present debates. It speaks to the challenges of living together across difference and the political contingencies that shape what later generations celebrate, forget, or contest.

Approached as an expansive, carefully paced survey, the book promises a journey through courts and markets, mosques and fortresses, treaties and sieges, from the first landings on Iberian shores to the last capitulation in Granada. Without dwelling on minutiae, it captures the rhythms of an era that was both local and cosmopolitan. Readers can expect a lucid, reflective narrative that frames key developments while leaving space for their own interpretations. In tracing the rise and receding of power, Lane-Poole offers not merely a sequence of events but an invitation to consider how civilizations grow, adapt, and bequeath their legacies.
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    The book offers a chronological account of Muslim rule in the Iberian Peninsula from the landing in 711 to the surrender of Granada in 1492. Lane-Poole outlines political transformations alongside social, economic, and cultural developments that defined Al-Andalus. He uses the term Moors broadly for Arab, Berber, and Islamized peoples governing regions of Spain. The narrative begins with the collapse of Visigothic authority, follows the rise of the Umayyad emirate and caliphate of Cordoba, and proceeds through periods of fragmentation, North African interventions, and Christian advance. The work concludes with the Nasrid kingdom's fall and a summation of the legacy left in Spain.

He begins with the background of late Visigothic Spain, marked by internal rivalries, weakened institutions, and social divisions. The account then describes the crossing of Tariq ibn Ziyad, the battle that undermined King Roderic, and the rapid submission of key cities. Musa ibn Nusayr's arrival consolidates the conquest, and agreements with local communities are noted as facilitating transition. The narrative situates the new rulers within the wider Umayyad system, emphasizing the establishment of administrative centers and garrisons. Early resistance on the northern frontiers and ventures beyond the Pyrenees appear as part of a brief phase of expansion, soon checked by Frankish power.

Subsequent chapters cover the era of provincial governors and unrest, culminating in the arrival of Abd al-Rahman, the Umayyad survivor who founded an independent emirate at Cordoba. The book outlines his consolidation of authority, the pacification of rivals, and the organization of border marches against Asturian and Frankish forces. Military campaigns, alliances with local magnates, and urban development are treated as instruments of stability. Successors extend these policies with varying success, facing periodic revolts and external incursions. The narrative stresses the gradual formation of a distinct Andalusi polity, linked to but no longer dependent on the eastern caliphate.

A major section details the proclamation of the Caliphate under Abd al-Rahman III and the cultural high point under al-Hakam II. Cordoba emerges as a center of governance, commerce, and learning, with extensive public works, libraries, and patronage of sciences and arts. The book notes advances in agriculture, irrigation, and crafts, as well as legal and fiscal practices that underpinned prosperity. Relations with Christian and Jewish communities are summarized within administrative norms of the period. Diplomacy with North Africa and European courts illustrates the prestige of the caliphate. This phase establishes the enduring image of refined urban life in Al-Andalus.

The narrative then turns to the dominance of the hajib Al-Mansur, whose control of the court and army reshaped late caliphal politics. Campaigns into Christian territories display military effectiveness and resource mobilization, while internal balances are maintained through patronage and strict oversight. After his death and the weakening of central authority, succession disputes and factional conflict destabilize Cordoba. The text presents this transition as a prelude to dissolution, with power passing to rival claimants and provincial strongmen. The formal end of the caliphate initiates an era of competing taifa kingdoms, each seeking survival through diplomacy, tribute, and mercenary forces.

Lane-Poole outlines the politics of the taifas, their alliances with Christian rulers, and the system of parias that transferred wealth northward. The capture of Toledo signals a strategic loss and a stimulus for appeals to North African support. The Almoravids respond, reunifying large areas under stricter religious leadership and reversing some Christian gains. Yet the narrative emphasizes recurring patterns of internal rivalry and the limits of imposed unity. Cultural life continues in many centers, though under new patrons. As pressure mounts, local rulers again fracture, preparing the ground for a second intervention by reformist forces emerging across the straits.

The Almohads supplant the Almoravids and briefly restore centralized authority, importing new religious doctrine and administrative cadres. Their victories are set alongside a revitalized Christian coalition, and the battle of Las Navas de Tolosa in 1212 is presented as a decisive reversal. Afterward, Muslim control contracts to the south, while Castile, Aragon, and Portugal expand. The text traces shifting frontiers, frontier lordships, and urban repopulation policies. With North African support declining and internal cohesion strained, Andalusi polities narrow their focus to defense and maritime connections. The stage is set for the emergence of a last enclave that will endure for centuries.

The Kingdom of Granada, founded by Muhammad ibn al-Ahmar, becomes the final Muslim state in Iberia. Lane-Poole describes its balance of tribute to Castile, alliances with North African dynasties, and internal rivalries among court factions. Economic life rests on irrigated agriculture, crafts, and trade through Malaga and the Mediterranean. Architectural achievement, notably the Alhambra, is treated as a hallmark of Nasrid patronage. Periodic wars, shifting treaties, and leadership changes shape its survival. The marriage of the Catholic Monarchs and the consolidation of Christian realms increase pressure, while Granada's diplomacy seeks time through negotiation, fortification, and managed coexistence with neighboring powers.

The closing chapters recount the late fifteenth-century campaigns, including sieges, internal dissension, and the final capitulation of Granada with stipulated terms. Lane-Poole summarizes the immediate aftermath for Muslim and Jewish populations, the restructuring of institutions, and the symbolic conclusion of centuries of Muslim rule. He concludes by surveying the enduring contributions of Al-Andalus to European science, agriculture, letters, and the arts, alongside the political lessons drawn from fragmentation and external pressure. The book's overall message is a concise historical arc from conquest to fall, highlighting governance, culture, and the conditions that shaped the rise, florescence, and decline of Moorish Spain.
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    Stanley Lane-Poole’s narrative is set in the Iberian Peninsula from 711 to 1492, when Muslim-ruled al-Andalus flourished and declined amid shifting Mediterranean powers. The geography—Guadalquivir and Genil river valleys, the Sierra Morena and Sierra Nevada, and ports from Algeciras to Valencia—structured settlement, agriculture, and trade. Córdoba, Seville, Toledo, and Granada emerged as intellectual and political hubs connected to the Maghrib and the wider Islamic world. The period includes the Umayyad Emirate and Caliphate, the fragmentation into taifas, the North African Almoravid and Almohad interventions, and the Christian Reconquista that culminated with the fall of the Nasrid Kingdom of Granada in 1492.

The Islamic conquest began in 711 when Ṭāriq ibn Ziyād crossed Jabal Ṭāriq (Gibraltar) and defeated King Roderic at the Battle of Guadalete. Musa ibn Nuṣayr followed in 712, and key cities—Córdoba, Seville, and Toledo—fell in quick succession. Muslim authority initially functioned as a province of Ifriqiya, extending briefly into Septimania until halted by Charles Martel near Tours-Poitiers in 732. In 756, ʿAbd al-Raḥmān I founded the independent Umayyad Emirate of Córdoba, stabilizing rule. Lane-Poole recounts these events as the foundational rupture that brought new administrative systems, landholding patterns, and religious pluralities that frame his account of Andalusi civilization.

Under ʿAbd al-Raḥmān III, who in 929 declared the Caliphate of Córdoba, al-Andalus reached a political and cultural zenith. Madīnat al-Zahrāʾ, begun in 936, symbolized caliphal grandeur until its destruction during later civil wars. Al-Ḥakam II (r. 961–976) expanded libraries and patronized scholarship; figures like Ḥasdai ibn Shaprūṭ linked the court to the Jewish diaspora and Mediterranean diplomacy. Urban Córdoba was renowned for paved, lit streets and advanced waterworks. Agricultural innovations—citrus, sugarcane, irrigation—sustained prosperity. Lane-Poole emphasizes this era to illustrate technological and administrative sophistication that, in his view, contrasted with contemporaneous Christian polities.

The fitna (1009–1031) shattered the caliphate, birthing rival taifa kingdoms in Zaragoza, Seville, Toledo, and Granada. Competing rulers paid parias (tributes) to Christian monarchs, fueling Romanesque building and military reform in León-Castile and Aragón. Alfonso VI took Toledo in 1085, a geopolitical shock that prompted Andalusi appeals to the Almoravids, who defeated Castile at Sagrajas (Zallaqa) in 1086 and imposed puritanical unity. Lane-Poole presents taifa factionalism as fatal, showing how internal divisions invited intervention and accelerated territorial loss, and how mercenary alliances—exemplified by Rodrigo Díaz de Vivar’s shifting loyalties—blurred confessional frontiers.

The Almohads supplanted the Almoravids mid-12th century, imposing a stricter reformism. Their victory at Alarcos (1195) temporarily checked Castile, but a broad Christian coalition—Castile, Aragón, Navarre, and military orders—won the decisive Battle of Las Navas de Tolosa on 16 July 1212. The defeat broke Almohad power in Iberia and opened the Guadalquivir valley to conquest: Córdoba fell in 1236 and Seville in 1248 under Ferdinand III. Lane-Poole treats 1212 as a watershed, emphasizing how organizational cohesion, logistics, and crusading ideology reshaped the balance of power and foreshadowed the strategic isolation of the last Muslim polity, Granada.

The Nasrid Emirate of Granada emerged in 1238 under Muḥammad I ibn al-Aḥmar, navigating survival through vassalage to Castile, tribute payments, and astute diplomacy with Marinid Morocco. Its economy rested on irrigated agriculture, silk and sugar production, and Mediterranean trade via Málaga and Almería. Court culture peaked under Yūsuf I and Muḥammad V in the 14th century with the Alhambra’s expansions, while external pressures mounted after the Marinids’ defeat at Río Salado (1340). Lane-Poole details Granada’s refined urban and courtly life as a fragile brilliance maintained by realpolitik, taxes, and fortifications amid encirclement.

The War of Granada (1482–1492) followed the 1469 union of Ferdinand of Aragón and Isabella of Castile, who mobilized the Santa Hermandad, improved gunfounding, and built supply roads. Key operations included the capture of Ronda (1485), Loja (1486), Málaga (1487) with harsh reprisals, and Baza (1489). Internal Nasrid strife between Abū l-Ḥasan ʿAlī, his brother al-Zaghall, and Muḥammad XII (Boabdil) weakened resistance. The Capitulations of Granada were signed 25 November 1491; the city surrendered 2 January 1492. Lane-Poole highlights the swift erosion of guarantees—1499 coercive conversions under Cardinal Cisneros, Alpujarras revolts (1499–1501), and the 1502 edict—linking military victory to confessional uniformity and cultural loss.

Lane-Poole’s book functions as a social and political critique by juxtaposing Andalusi administrative efficiency, scientific patronage, and relative legal toleration with the post‑Reconquista drive for uniformity, the Inquisition (authorized 1478), and the breach of the 1491–1492 capitulations. He condemns factionalism within Muslim elites and denounces Christian policies that converted tribute into coercion, dissolving plural urban life and displacing skilled classes. The narrative exposes class and confessional hierarchies—dhimmī status, slave-soldier systems, and later forced converts—while arguing that intolerance and centralized repression undermined Spain’s economic and intellectual capital. Thus, the history doubles as an indictment of dogma trumping civic flourishing.
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The history of Spain offers us a melancholy contrast. Twelve hundred years ago, Tarik the Moor added the land of the Visigoths to the long catalogue of kingdoms subdued by the Moslems. For nearly eight centuries, under her Mohammedan rulers, Spain set to all Europe a shining example of a civilized and enlightened State. Her fertile provinces, rendered doubly prolific by the industry and engineering skill of her conquerors, bore fruit an hundredfold. Cities innumerable sprang up in the rich valleys of the Guadalquivir and the Guadiana, whose names, and names only, still commemorate the vanished glories of their past. Art, literature, and science prospered, as they then prospered nowhere else in Europe. Students flocked from France and Germany and England to drink from the fountain of learning which flowed only in the cities of the Moors. The surgeons and doctors of Andalusia were in the van of science: women were encouraged to devote themselves to serious study, and the lady doctor was not unknown among the people of Cordova. Mathematics, astronomy and botany, history, philosophy and jurisprudence were to be mastered in Spain, and Spain alone. The practical work of the field, the scientific methods of irrigation, the arts of fortification and shipbuilding, the highest and most elaborate products of the loom, the graver and the hammer, the potter's wheel and the mason's trowel, were brought to perfection by the Spanish Moors. In the practice of war no less than in the arts of peace they long stood supreme. Their fleets disputed the command of the Mediterranean with the Fatimites, while their armies carried fire and sword through the Christian marches. The Cid[1] himself, the national hero, long fought on the Moorish side, and in all save education was more than half a Moor. Whatsoever makes a kingdom great and prosperous, whatsoever tends to refinement and civilization, was found in Moslem Spain.

In 1492 the last bulwark of the Moors gave way before the crusade of Ferdinand and Isabella, and with Granada fell all Spain's greatness. For a brief while, indeed, the reflection of the Moorish splendour cast a borrowed light upon the history of the land which it had once warmed with its sunny radiance. The great epoch of Isabella, Charles V., and Philip II., of Columbus, Cortes, and Pizarro, shed a last halo about the dying moments of a mighty State. Then followed the abomination of desolation, the rule of the Inquisition, and the blackness of darkness in which Spain has been plunged ever since. In the land where science was once supreme, the Spanish doctors became noted for nothing but their ignorance and incapacity, and the discoveries of Newton and Harvey were condemned as pernicious to the faith. Where once seventy public libraries had fed the minds of scholars, and half a million books had been gathered together at Cordova for the benefit of the world, such indifference to learning afterwards prevailed, that the new capital, Madrid, possessed no public library in the eighteenth century, and even the manuscripts of the Escurial were denied in our own days to the first scholarly historian of the Moors, though himself a Spaniard. The sixteen thousand looms of Seville soon dwindled to a fifth of their ancient number; the arts and industries of Toledo and Almeria faded into insignificance; the very baths—public buildings of equal ornament and use—were destroyed because cleanliness savoured too strongly of rank infidelity. The land, deprived of the skilful irrigation of the Moors, grew impoverished and neglected; the richest and most fertile valleys languished and were deserted; most of the populous cities which had filled every district of Andalusia fell into ruinous decay; and beggars, friars, and bandits took the place of scholars, merchants, and knights. So low fell Spain when she had driven away the Moors. Such is the melancholy contrast offered by her history.

Happily we have here only to do with the first of these contrasted periods, with Spain in her glory under the Moors, not with Spain in her degradation under the Bourbons. We have endeavoured to present the most salient points in the eight centuries of Mohammedan rule without prejudice or extenuation, and while not neglecting the heroic characters and legends which appeal to the imagination of the reader, we have especially sought to give a clear picture of the struggle between races and creeds which formed the leading cause of political movement in mediæval Spain. The student who wishes to pursue the subject further than it has been possible to carry it in the limits of this volume should read the following authorities, to which we are deeply indebted. The most important is the late Professor Dozy's Histoire des Musulmans d'Espagne (4 vols., Leyden, 1861), and the same scholar's Récherches sur l'histoire et la littérature de l'Espagne pendant le moyen âge (2 vols., 3rd ed., Paris and Leyden, 1881). These works are full of valuable information presented in a form which, though somewhat fragmentary, is equally pleasing to the literary and the historical sense. Professor Dozy was an historian as well as an Orientalist, and his volumes are at once judicious and profound. Very useful, too, is Don Pasqual de Gayangos's translation of El-Makkary's History of the Mohammedan Dynasties in Spain (2 vols., London, 1843), which has been exposed to some needlessly acrimonious criticism by Professor Dozy and others on the score of certain minor inaccuracies, but which none the less deserves the gratitude of all students who would rather have half a loaf than no bread, and are glad to be able to read an Arabic writer, even imperfectly, in a European tongue. Don Pasqual's notes, moreover, present a mass of valuable material which can be obtained nowhere else. Beyond these two authorities there are many Arabic historians, whose works have been consulted in the composition of the present volume, but who can hardly be recommended to the general student, as very few of them have found translators. A slight but very readable and instructive sketch of Arab civilization, with a glance at the Spanish development, is found in August Bebel's Die Mohammedanisch-arabische Kulturperiode (Stuttgart, 1884). For the last days of the Moorish domination, Washington Irving's picturesque Conquest of Granada, and Sir W. Stirling Maxwell's admirable Don John of Austria, largely drawn upon in this volume, deserve separate reading. All histories of the Moors written before the works of Gayangos and Dozy should be studiously avoided, since they are mainly founded upon Conde's Dominacion de los Arabes in España, a book of considerable literary merit but very slight historical value, and the source of most of the errors that are found in later works. Whether it has been in any degree the foundation of Miss Yonge's Christians and Moors in Spain (the only popular history of this period in English of which I have heard), I cannot determine: for a glance at her pages, while exciting my admiration, showed me that her book was written so much on the lines which I had drawn for my own work that I could not read it without risk of involuntary imitation.
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