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I AM PERHAPS THE LAST PERSON to write a book on the topic of preaching for new and aspiring preachers. No, I am not just exaggerating as a feigned attempt at humility. Like a growing movement of seminarians, I sojourned to seminary during the summer of 1999 completely uncertain about what life after seminary would be like. In previous generations, most seminarians felt convinced of God’s calling to the pastorate prior to taking the plunge of investing in a seminary education. However, I, as an extremely shy and introverted person, was not so sure if being a pastor was my thing. Like Moses in Exodus 4:13, I begged God often to use anyone but me.

During the first year of my MDiv program at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, I quickly took to Greek and later became a research assistant for Aida Besançon Spencer, a New Testament professor. I daydreamed frequently about what life in the ivory tower would look like as a New Testament scholar. Soon any distant inklings for pastoral ministry began to dissolve. I started exploring doctoral programs in New Testament so that I would have a legitimate excuse not to serve as a full-time pastor and have to deal with the problems of others—let alone my worst fear which, God forbid, was standing in front of others to preach.

However, as I soon discovered, God has a sense of humor. I eventually took my first preaching class with the late Haddon W. Robinson, a masterful and renowned preacher, a luminary in the field of homiletics, and the author of the widely used textbook Biblical Preaching. In the first class he shared, “There are two types of preachers. One preacher speaks for twenty minutes, but it feels like an hour. The other preacher speaks for an hour, but it feels like twenty minutes. My life’s journey has been trying to figure out what makes the difference.” In that moment, God stirred in me an initial interest in preaching. I too, like Robinson, wanted to know what the difference was. Yet in my sermon for his class, I completely blanked and burned in the middle of the message. For the sake of clarity and simplicity, Robinson believed in and championed a no-notes policy, and I obviously needed them in that moment. I felt like a third category of preacher that Robinson had not even mentioned—an utter preaching failure.

Moving on to my second preaching class, Scott M. Gibson graciously took me, a fragile young preacher, under his wing and began mentorship. I do not know why, but he shared how he sensed God’s calling on my life to preach. I continued to work hard and took other preaching electives, and soon my love and passion for preaching ensued. After some time serving in the pastorate, I now teach preaching at Gordon-Conwell, by God’s providence and grace. Each semester, I take immense satisfaction in encouraging, guiding, and nurturing novice preachers. How far God has taken me on this journey! How much more I long to improve as his messenger! For those whom God calls to preach, God will work in and through us for his glory.

I am writing this book, first, because I believe in preaching. In his classic volume Preaching and Preachers, D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones writes, “The work of preaching is the highest and the greatest and most glorious calling to which anyone can ever be called.”1 Throughout history, God has transformed lives through Christian proclamation. God believes in preaching. He has often spoken into my life through sermons as well as touching the lives of millions who have cared to listen to them. Second, I believe in you—God’s preachers—both beginning and seasoned ones. You are the very “jars of clay” about whom the apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4:7 who carry and impart the “treasure” of this good news. Third, I love and cherish God’s people in the local church who are the valuable recipients of the preached Word.

Whether you have yet to preach your first sermon or you have preached scores of messages, I have written this book with you in mind. You may be a student in Bible college or seminary, a pastor, parachurch worker, lay leader in your congregation, professor of preaching hoping to inspire more students, or simply someone who is interested in preaching. Regardless of your station in life, you have picked up this Little Book because you want to develop in your preaching. My prayer is that this book will ignite a fire in you to preach God’s Word with great passion, courage, love, faith, and care.

The book in your hands is not a homiletics textbook per se, although it may serve as one for some preachers in training. There are fine comprehensive resources available for the nuts and bolts of putting together a sermon.2 Instead, this book is more accurately a primer or introduction to preaching focusing on the characteristics of what makes for effective sermons and faithful preachers. In part one, we will explore the question, Why study preaching? My hope is to inspire you toward or reignite your passion for preaching and why preaching matters. In part two, we will identify three central characteristics of faithful preaching: interpretation of Scripture, cultural exegesis, and application. Finally, in part three, we will explore three foundational qualities of faithful preachers: being loving, being a person of integrity, and being prayerful.

To be clear, I am a fellow adventurer and learner just like you in this thing called preaching. By no means do I write this book because I have arrived as a preacher—far from it. In fact, no preacher should ever think that he or she has arrived. Rather, I have simply sat where you sit and have stood where you stand. I have preached hundreds of sermons and also worked with hundreds of beginning as well as experienced preachers. And I want to share with you some of the things I have learned along the way about preaching and preachers—including what we might do and even a few things to avoid.

Furthermore, my desire here is to embolden you regarding the challenges and opportunities afforded to us as preachers of God’s Word. By the end of this book, my hope and prayer for you is twofold: that your reservations about preaching and being a preacher will be mitigated and that your interest in and even enthusiasm for preaching will be kindled. As the apostle Paul wrote to Timothy, “Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction” (2 Tim 4:2). Thanks for joining me as we prepare for this great and glorious calling—to be preachers of the living Word of God! Can you believe that he uses even us?
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  WHY STUDY PREACHING?
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Preaching

The Forgotten Discipline
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MUSIC ICON MADONNA VERBALIZED the culture’s sentiment toward preaching when she sang the indelible lyrics “Papa don’t preach!” in her 1986 True Blue album. British homiletician Jolyon Mitchell observes: “Madonna’s hit song Papa Don’t Preach shows how the verb ‘preach’ often now reverberates with negative associations. The words ‘preach’ and ‘preaching’ have come to mean ‘to give unwelcome or unnecessary moral or religious advice.’”1 Madonna and Mitchell were ahead of the curve in understanding our post-Christian culture. Preaching has fallen on hard times. First, society and culture at large do not seem to have high esteem for preaching. Such pejorative attitudes toward preaching have only exacerbated the problem in the years ensuing. Skeptics have an allergy or even an aversion to the very word preaching.

Second, the title of this opening chapter reflects how preaching often is not highly regarded in theological education. I can still feel the jolt of patronizing jabs during my doctoral studies at the University of Edinburgh. Fellow students would hear “I’m doing a PhD in homiletics” and snidely ask, “Is that really an academic discipline?” Whether in the United Kingdom, United States, or elsewhere, an illusory hierarchy permeates across theological education. Biblical scholars represent a top tier or upper echelon of seminary academicians. They do “real research.” Biblical and systematic theologians also represent esteemed theological educators whose work is taken seriously.

Practical theologians, however, like homileticians, counselors, Christian educators, Christian ethicists, and others fall under their own lowly classification, and their disciplines are becoming forgotten in seminary. A homiletician who teaches in the divinity school of a well-known research university once shared with me how homileticians’ offices resided in the basement of the office building because “sermonizers” were kept separate from the rest of the school’s faculty.

In light of such disparaging times, some seminaries are capitulating to the culture and even decreasing their preaching course requirements. I have witnessed that a growing number of seminarians are not taking their preaching classes seriously and their institutions are increasingly requiring only one preaching class, thus giving the appearance that it is not that difficult or significant. Sometimes professors who teach the Bible and theology make snarky comments directly or indirectly about preaching and practical ministry courses as being inferior subjects. A common unspoken attitude is that “anyone can teach preaching.”2

Third, even in certain church contexts, time for Scripture reading and the spoken Word have been reduced in the corporate worship service. Greater worship time is allocated for announcements, singing, liturgies, testimonies, interviews, dramas and skits, multimedia, and other elements of worship. The traditional sermon seems increasingly antiquated in our ADHD, media-saturated church culture. Listeners’ limited attention spans have resulted in shrinking time for the sermon. As Lori Carrell observes, “To many pastors, it doesn’t look like the church honors the centrality of preaching. It’s a system that can keep pastors from knowing that preaching matters.”3

Curbing these attitudinal trends, I want to make a case in this opening chapter for the importance of preaching in theological education and in the life of the church. The spoken Word remains a critical component to congregational vitality. However, exegetically sloppy, underprepared, and applicationally irrelevant sermons have produced a spiritual malaise across many North American congregations and abroad. At the same time, preaching is often a polarizing discipline, which either excites or petrifies preachers. Since I have gone through my share of struggles and identity crises as a preacher and teacher of preachers, I want to encourage seminarians, new pastors, and experienced ones as they consider their calling to preach and to inject them with a vision for effectively preaching God’s Word—and why that matters. I will begin by addressing two common fears that potential preachers and even veteran communicators associate with the task of preaching.


THE FEAR OF PUBLIC SPEAKING


Standing in front of others to communicate—in any context—is a deep-seated fear in our society. Speech anxiety or glossophobia literally means “tongue” and “fear or dread” and is the phobia of speaking or speaking in public.4 Surveys suggest that approximately 75 percent of all people experience this fear, which means we fear speaking in public more than we even fear death.5

Why do we fear public speaking so much? Much of glossophobia stems from our own feelings of inadequacy. Here are six common insecurities of preachers and communicators.

Knowledge. Perhaps we are afraid to expose our lack of knowledge about a given subject or about the Bible. We may also fear people’s pushback and wonder if we have the intellectual chops to respond intelligently to their questions and challenges.

Appearance. We might be anxious about what we look like in front of others and their perceptions about our physical appearance, skin color and countenance (especially for ethnic minorities), birthmarks, hair color and hair styles, clothing and fashion sense, accessories, height, weight, and the like.

Voice. People often dislike the timbre or tone of their own speaking voice. We wish that we could all sound like Hollywood actors such as Morgan Freeman, Meryl Streep, and James Earl Jones or well-known preachers like Joel Gregory, Barbara Brown Taylor, and the late Haddon Robinson, whose rich voices made for excellent radio or television broadcasting.

Forgetfulness. Perhaps we are terrified that we will forget what we are going to say and stare blankly into the crowd with unspeakable shame. Forgetting our sermon causes particularly acute anxiety for those who use no notes or minimal notes in the pulpit.

Rejection. Some fear that our communication or inability to communicate will lead to a form of rejection—whether it is the rejection of our ideas or the outright rejection of our personhood. We do not want to be told directly or behind our backs that we are boring, uninteresting, confusing, lacking creativity, and more.

Past experience. We might fear the replication of demoralizing past experiences in school and other social settings such as speaking in front of others at science fairs, debate clubs, student government, poetry slams, church Sunday school classes, and other life moments where we experienced humiliation in some way. Maybe you vowed never to put yourself in situations to relive such torture again.

Over the years, I have had a number of seminary students tell me that they switched degree programs because they dreaded taking our two required preaching courses at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. The fear of public speaking forces many to prematurely abandon a preaching ministry in order to pursue ministry positions that are less public and more behind-the-scenes.




TAKING CRITICISM PERSONALLY


For most if not all preachers, feelings about our preaching bear resemblance to our feelings about our child. We crave affirmation and thrive on the praises of others about the positive characteristics of our offspring, such as her beautiful countenance, intelligence, creativity, and musical or athletic abilities. However, we despise anyone who dares to utter anything negative about our child—that she is somehow deficient or fails to measure up. Just as children are a direct reflection of Mom and Dad, sermons are our homiletical babies and reflect the preacher. Congregants leaving the worship sanctuary on Sunday morning conjure up a nice parting phrase for the preacher whether the sermon hit home or not. At least, many pastors feel that way.

Constructive comments are difficult to hear, especially when it comes to our sermons. Now that I make a living by telling students the strengths and weaknesses of their preaching, I find myself reliving the first sermons I ever preached. Even as a novice preacher, fumbling and bumbling my way to write down something sermon-esque, I still found it excruciating to hear anything constructive about my preaching. Just ask my wife! We had frequent spats during the car ride home from Sunday services due to my insecurity and incessant need to fish for compliments. But it is a true blessing to have trusted people who can speak the truth into our lives. Like anything, we rarely become better at a particular skill without receiving constructive criticism.

The struggle is that many beginners think that they are innately good preachers—I am thinking here of my novice preaching students. A neophyte golfer would never see himself or herself as being a pro, especially after exhausting eighteen strokes on the very first hole, but preachers are a different species. When it comes to our preaching, our egos cannot handle the criticism. For this reason, I try to be extra gracious in my word choice when I evaluate students’ sermons.

The fear of criticism in preaching can lead to several responses. First, we may choose to preserve our dignity and cling to our self-importance so we leave the pulpit in favor of other types of ministry positions. Second, we can get defensive about our preaching and dismiss others’ viewpoints. Third, we only ask for feedback from people who respond well to our sermons. Think of the doting grandmother or grandfather type in the second pew. But, fourth, we can listen to and grow from constructive comments, recognizing that they are not personal attacks but rather encouragements to improve our homiletical craftsmanship.

I tell my preaching students to start pinching themselves on the wrist from day one. To learn how to preach effectively requires thick skin. If we allow ourselves to ride the homiletical roller coaster every Sunday in experiencing the highs and lows based on listeners’ praiseworthy or critical comments, our preaching ministry will fizzle out quickly. We will ultimately give less glory to God even though we believe our preaching is an act of obedience. Constructive criticism comes with the preaching territory. We cannot take ourselves and others’ remarks too seriously. We remind ourselves that we are preaching for an audience of one. Indeed, God’s people matter, but every time we stand to preach, we desire to faithfully and lovingly deliver God’s message because that is what really matters. Is my preaching faithful to God?

While preaching seemingly takes a back seat in society, the academy, and sometimes even in the church, I want to suggest a few reasons why the study of preaching matters. The following perspectives aim to shed some light on its significance for the church.




GOOD PREACHING IS VALUED AND NECESSARY


People in the pews still value good, biblical preaching. According to Lydia Saad in a Gallup survey, one of the most important factors for why churchgoers attend a particular church is the preaching, more specifically, the desire to hear “sermons relevant to life (75%)” and “sermons teaching Scripture (76%).”6 A study at the Center for Excellence in Congregational Leadership reveals strongly, according to Bob Wells, that “preaching matters deeply to listeners.”7 Kenneth Carder at Duke Divinity School observes that “the three qualities that congregations . . . most commonly wanted in a new pastor were love and care for people, understanding of commitment to the Gospel, and strong preaching.”8

Preachers can take heart because people in the pews still hunger for faithful exposition of Scripture. Just as orphans starve for physical food and do not even realize that they are malnourished, God’s people are similarly famished and yearn to be nourished with the whole counsel of God. They want to know how the Bible connects and speaks to their daily lives—their joys, sorrows, questions, and concerns. Preachers have the privilege of serving the church as spiritual dieticians. Preaching God’s truth faithfully week by week enables us to feed our sheep a balanced diet to nurture them in their process of sanctification.


The three qualities that congregations . . . most commonly wanted in a new pastor were love and care for people, understanding of commitment to the Gospel, and strong preaching.

Kenneth Carder, “Preaching Matters for Pastoral Excellence”






PREACHING IS AN ACT OF LEADERSHIP


Second, preaching is a vital tool for leadership. Leadership is the buzzword in the business world, just as it has become one in the church today.9 We often synthesize pastoral ministry with leadership and even use the word pastor synonymously with leader. Preaching is not just giving a talk, sharing a message, or giving a lecture. I am sure we have heard those comments before. Rather, it is a manifestation and extension of our leadership and a central exercise for leading and casting vision for our congregation. Kenton Anderson says, “Preaching is leadership. Preachers who resist their role as leaders are doing something less than what preaching is.”10

In basic terms, leadership is having influence in the lives of others. The ability to lead a congregation well through one’s preaching ministry is a powerful medium for communicating and casting vision, voicing words of encouragement and disseminating hope, sharing sympathy and empathy, infusing energy and vitality, and more. 

One way to view the task of preaching is casting vision, what we might call dream casting. In every sermon, one of my intentional goals is to help my listeners cast new dreams for their lives, which align with the sermon’s text.11 We might challenge our hearers by asking them questions like, “What would your life look like in Christ if you weren’t preoccupied with the things of this world such as, fear, comfort, gadgets, appearance, reputation, body image, 401Ks, name brands, job promotions, titles, accolades, children’s success, and more?” We all have certain idols and vices that keep us hovering over the line between our Christian future and pre-Christian past. Each sermon provides an opportunity to invite listeners and provide space to dream new spiritual dreams.

Preaching elicits great dreaming for God. Therefore, your sermon matters. As God reminds the prophet Isaiah, “It [my Word] will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it” (Is 55:11). Preaching equips the saints for a God-given vision for what their days, weeks, months, and years will look like as they passionately live out the Scriptures that you, the preacher, have exposited and unveiled for them. Preaching is not something we do simply because Christian tradition expects a word from the pastor or because it’s a routine part of our worship service. We preach because God has something to say to his people—a message that often counteracts culture and galvanizes loving obedience to his instructions. We preach to lead our congregations in living out kingdom values in a messy world chock-full of griefs and anxieties. We preach in order to lead God’s people because preaching is a pathway for leadership.




PREACHING IS THE CAPSTONE OF BIBLICAL STUDIES AND THEOLOGY


Finally, preaching is the very cross section and consummation of all other theological disciplines. Effective biblical preaching combines a depth of understanding regarding biblical exegesis, biblical theology, systematic theology, church history, counseling, sociology, psychology, anthropology, cultural exegesis, and all other disciplines in a seminary education. Preaching should not be the forgotten discipline of seminary. In fact, Swiss practical theologians like Bernard Reymond argue, “Homiletics is not a peripheral discipline, but a central, even focal, discipline of theology.”12 Preaching is where we find the wisdom of God. As Paul writes to the Corinthian believers, “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe” (1 Cor 1:21). God has not given up on preaching, and neither should we!


Homiletics is not a peripheral discipline, but a central, even focal, discipline of theology.

Bernard Reymond, “Homiletics and Theology”






CONCLUSION


Preaching matters because preaching is about God and his plan for the world. As Mary Hulst observes, “In fact, our sermons should do more than just mention God. They should be all about God: who God is, what he has done, what he is doing, what he will do. When we speak about God, our words should create in our hearers a deeper desire to know and love God more.”13 We also preach because God uses the vehicle of preaching to transform peoples’ lives. Preaching is God’s choice medium in gathered worship to bring vision, unity, and purpose to our lives as we see how we can participate in God’s kingdom work. Proclamation from the pulpit is our weekly opportunity to present the gospel clearly and to make plain what Christlikeness looks like. For this reason, we want to become more effective preachers and to make every sermon count. We have inherited a great legacy in the act of preaching and that legacy needs to continue.






OEBPS/nav.xhtml


    

      Sommaire



      

        		

          Cover

        



        		

          Title Page

        



        		

          Dedication Page

        



        		

          Contents

        



        		

          Acknowledgments

        



        		

          Introduction

        



        		

          Part One: Why Study Preaching?

          

            		

              1. Preaching: The Forgotten Discipline

            



            		

              2. Preaching: A Great Legacy

            



            		

              3. Preaching: Making Disciples

            



          



        



        		

          Part Two: Characteristics of Faithful Preaching

          

            		

              4. Faithful Interpretation

            



            		

              5. Faithful Cultural Exegesis

            



            		

              6. Faithful Application

            



          



        



        		

          Part Three: Characteristics of Faithful Preachers

          

            		

              7. Being Pastoral and Loving

            



            		

              8. Being a Person of Character and Integrity

            



            		

              9. Being Prayerful and Spirit-Led

            



          



        



        		

          Name and Subject Index

        



        		

          Scripture Index

        



        		

          Notes

        



        		

          Praise for A Little Book for New Preachers

        



        		

          About the Author

        



        		

          More Titles from InterVarsity Press

        



        		

          Copyright

        



      



    

    

      Pagination de l'édition papier



      

        		

          1

        



        		

          3

        



        		

          9

        



        		

          10

        



        		

          11

        



        		

          12

        



        		

          13

        



        		

          14

        



        		

          15

        



        		

          16

        



        		

          17

        



        		

          18

        



        		

          19

        



        		

          20

        



        		

          21

        



        		

          22

        



        		

          23

        



        		

          24

        



        		

          25

        



        		

          26

        



        		

          27

        



        		

          28

        



        		

          29

        



        		

          30

        



        		

          31

        



        		

          32

        



        		

          33

        



        		

          34

        



        		

          35

        



        		

          36

        



        		

          37

        



        		

          38

        



        		

          39

        



        		

          40

        



        		

          41

        



        		

          42

        



        		

          43

        



        		

          44

        



        		

          45

        



        		

          46

        



        		

          47

        



        		

          48

        



        		

          49

        



        		

          50

        



        		

          51

        



        		

          52

        



        		

          53

        



        		

          54

        



        		

          55

        



        		

          56

        



        		

          57

        



        		

          58

        



        		

          59

        



        		

          60

        



        		

          61

        



        		

          62

        



        		

          63

        



        		

          64

        



        		

          65

        



        		

          66

        



        		

          67

        



        		

          68

        



        		

          69

        



        		

          70

        



        		

          71

        



        		

          72

        



        		

          73

        



        		

          74

        



        		

          75

        



        		

          76

        



        		

          77

        



        		

          78

        



        		

          79

        



        		

          80

        



        		

          81

        



        		

          82

        



        		

          83

        



        		

          84

        



        		

          85

        



        		

          86

        



        		

          87

        



        		

          88

        



        		

          89

        



        		

          90

        



        		

          91

        



        		

          92

        



        		

          93

        



        		

          94

        



        		

          95

        



        		

          96

        



        		

          97

        



        		

          98

        



        		

          99

        



        		

          100

        



        		

          101

        



        		

          102

        



        		

          103

        



        		

          104

        



        		

          105

        



        		

          106

        



        		

          107

        



        		

          108

        



        		

          109

        



        		

          110

        



        		

          111

        



        		

          112

        



        		

          113

        



        		

          114

        



        		

          115

        



        		

          116

        



        		

          117

        



        		

          118

        



        		

          119

        



        		

          120

        



        		

          121

        



        		

          122

        



        		

          124

        



        		

          125

        



        		

          126

        



        		

          127

        



        		

          128

        



      



    

    

      Guide



      

        		

          Cover

        



        		

          A LITTLE BOOK FORNEW PREACHERS

        



        		

          Start of content

        



        		

          Contents

        



      



    

  

OEBPS/images/p3.jpg
A LITTLE BOOK FOR

NEW PREACHERS

MATTHEW D. KIM

=

VP

Academic
An \mp int flx rVarsity Press
ooooooooooo llinois






OEBPS/images/dedi.jpg





OEBPS/images/pre1.jpg





OEBPS/cover/cover.jpg
A LlTTLE BOOK FOR

NEW PREACHERS

MATTHEW D. KIM





