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Physical Characteristics of the Keeshond


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head and Skull: Well-proportioned to the body and wedge-shaped when viewed from above-not only the muzzle, but the whole head should give this impression when the ears are drawn back by covering the nape of the neck and the ears with one hand. Head in profile should exhibit a definite stop.


Eyes: Dark brown in color, of medium size, almond shaped, set obliquely and neither too wide apart nor too close together. Eye rims are black.


Muzzle: Of medium length, neither coarse nor snipey, and well proportioned to the skull.
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Mouth: Neither overshot nor undershot. Lips should be black and closely meeting—not thick, coarse or sagging, and with no wrinkle at the corner of the mouth.


Teeth: White, sound and strong meeting in a scissors bite.


Neck: Moderately long, well-shaped and well set on shoulders.


Forequarters: Forelegs should be straight seen from any angle. Pasterns are strong with a slight slope. Legs must be of good bone in proportion to the overall dog. Shoulder to upper arm angulation is between slight to moderate.


Coat: The body should be abundantly covered with long, straight, harsh hair standing well out from a thick, downy undercoat. Head, including muzzle, skull and ears, should be covered with smooth, soft, short hair—velvety in texture on the ears. The neck is covered with a mane—more profuse in the male—sweeping from under the jaw and covering the whole of the front part of the shoulders and chest, as well as the top part of the shoulders. The hair on the legs should be smooth and short, except for feathering on the front legs and “trousers” on the hind legs. Hind legs should be profusely feathered down to the hocks—not below. The hair on the tail should form a rich plume.


Ears: Ears should be small, triangular in shape, mounted high on head and carried erect. Size should be proportionate to the head-length approximating the distance from the outer corner of the eye to the nearest edge of the ear.


Size: Medium-sized, square-appearing, sturdy dog, neither coarse nor lightly made. The ideal height of fully matured dogs when measured from top of withers to the ground is 18 inches for males and 17 inches for bitches; a 1-inch variance either way is acceptable.


Tail: Moderately long and well feathered, set on high and tightly curled over the back. It should lie flat and close to the body. The tail must form a part of the “silhouette” of the dog’s body, rather than give the appearance of an appendage.


Body: Compact with a short, straight back sloping slightly downward toward the hindquarters: well ribbed, barrel well rounded, short in loin, belly moderately tucked up, deep and strong of chest.


Hindquarters: Angulation in rear should be between slight to moderate to complement the forequarters, creating balance and typical gait. Hindquarters are well muscled with hocks perpendicular to the ground.


Feet: Compact, well rounded, cat-like. Toes are nicely arched, with black nails.




[image: image]









KENNEL CLUB BOOKS® KEESHOND


ISBN 13: 978-1-59378-327-3


 eISBN 13: 978-1-59378-721-9





Copyright © 2004 • Kennel Club Books® • An Imprint of I-5 Press™ • A Division of I-5 Publishing, LLC™


3 Burroughs, Irvine, CA 92618 USA


Cover Design Patented: US 6,435,559 B2 • Printed in South Korea





All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form, by photostat, scanner, microfilm, xerography or any other means, or incorporated into any information retrieval system, electronic or mechanical, without the written permission of the copyright owner.





10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1





 


 




Photography by Isabelle Français, Karen Taylor and Alice van Kempen,





with additional photographs by


Paulette Braun, T.J. Calhoun, Alan and Sandy Carey and Bill Jonas.


Illustrations by Patricia Peters.


The publisher wishes to thank all of the owners whose dogs are illustrated in this book.




[image: image]


How long did it take for the Northern Wolf to emerge from the forest? Ask the wolf-gray Keeshond.
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CANINE EVOLUTION


Modern research leaves little doubt that, by various steps and crosses, most breeds of dog have descended from Canis lupus, the wolf. The descent was primarily from the northern branch of the family known as the northern European gray wolf.


Just how long it took for the wolf to come out of the forest and join man in his dwelling remains a point of conjecture. However, we are nearly certain that it took place gradually and that it came about through early man’s observation and appreciation of the wolf’s many social habits and effective hunting techniques. The social aspects of the wolf struck a familiar note with man. Archeological discoveries indicate that man easily could have learned to copy the wolf’s hunting techniques as well. The association grew from there, and it also appears that domestication led to the wolf’s offering assistance in the hunt itself.


The wolves that could assist in satisfying the unending human need for food were, of course, most highly prized. It also became increasingly obvious, as the man/wolf relationship developed through the ages, that certain descendants of these increasingly domesticated wolves could be used by man to assist in other survival pursuits in addition to hunting. Also highly valued were those wolves that were large enough to assist in hauling. Nor would man overlook the value of the wolf-cum-dog that voiced some kind of warning sound when a marauding neighbor or beast of prey threatened.


Through the centuries, many descendants of the original wolf stock were to acquire great anatomical changes with man’s intervention and breeding manipulation. However, long before man began to manipulate the size and shape of Canis familiaris (the domestic dog), there existed a branch of the family Canidae that, because of its close proximity to wolf ancestry, retained many of the wolf’s physical characteristics.
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HOW TO SAY IT


There are two fully acceptable pronunciations of the Keeshond’s breed name. The most popularly used is caze-hawnd (plural, Keeshonden, pronounced caze-hawnd-en). The other is case-hawnd (plural, case-hawnd-en). Subtle differences, yes, but advocates of each are staunch in their beliefs and just might offer correction. Never, on the other hand, should the breed name be pronounced kees-hound or kees-hounds!








Like their undomesticated wolf ancestors, these dogs maintained the characteristics that protected them from the rugged environment of northern Europe. Their weather-resistant coats protected the dogs from both rain and cold. The long coarse outer coat was able to shed snow and rain, and a dense undercoat helped to insulate against sub-zero temperatures. These coats were especially abundant around the neck and chest, thereby offering double protection for the vital organs.


The Nordic dogs’ noses and mouths could be covered and protected by their heavily plumed tails when they were forced to sleep in the snow. Small furred prick ears were not easily frostbitten or frozen. The muzzle had sufficient length to warm the frigid air before it reached the lungs. Leg length was sufficient to keep the chest and abdomen above the snow line. Tails were carried horizontally or up over the back rather than trailing behind in the snow.


Skeletal remains of these early wolf descendants have been found throughout northern and central Europe, northern Asia and the Arctic regions of North America. They stand as the forerunners of what are commonly referred to as the Arctic or Nordic breeds.


This group can be divided effectually into four categories: hunting dogs (examples: Elkhound, Chow Chow and Karelian Bear Dog), draft dogs (Alaskan Malamute, Siberian Husky), herding dogs (Samoyed, Swedish and Finnish Lapphunds) and companion dogs (Keeshond, German Spitz, Japanese Spitz, Volpino Italiano and most of the other spitz-type dogs).


One specific branch of this family was known as Canis familiaris palustris, or more commonly and interchangeably known as both “the dog of the lake” and “peat bog dog.” Skeletons of these spitz-type dogs have been found in many places throughout northern Europe and are said to have existed in the late Stone Age. While the dogs’ exact roles in the lives of the tribes cannot be fully identified, some cynologists and breed historians suggest that the dogs lacked hunting instincts but may have served as watch-dogs. They offered protection, not in the aggressiveness of a modern-day guard dog but in sounding the alarm by barking when danger threatened. The alert nature, rapid vocal response and protective devotion to home and hearth of today’s spitz breeds certainly give credibility to this theory.
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The Norwegian Elkhound.


[image: image]


The Finnish Lapphund.
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The German Spitz (Mittel).


The Nordic breeds, or spitz dogs, possess key similarities, including their double, weather-resistant coats, prick ears, curled tails, pointed muzzles and alert dispositions.


THE SPITZ BREEDS IN GERMANY


The spitz breeds had already become popular in Germany by the early 1500s. Count Eberhard zu Sayne, a nobleman who resided in the Rhine Valley, is the first to have been known to refer to the dogs as “spitz.” The word spitz is German for “sharp point,” obviously referring to the dogs’ characteristic pointed muzzle. The Count described the dogs as having no real interest in hunting but as being totally dedicated to their masters and protecting home and property. Evidently the Count had great influence in Germany in that from his first use of the term “spitz” in 1540, the word was included not only in the German vocabulary but also in dictionaries from that point on.


The dogs came in many sizes and many colors, each being identified by a separate name within Germany. As the dogs migrated outside Germany’s borders to surrounding countries, yet other names were given to dogs that were obviously of the same character and heritage. Sometimes the name referred to the particular duties assigned to the dogs. At other times the breed or variety’s name was the result of the town or province in which the breed was developed.
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The German Spitz (Klein) has long been overshadowed by the equally diminutive but eminently popular Pomeranian.


All of these spitz dogs, however, shared the same physical characteristics that had distinguished them for many centuries prior. For our purposes here, it is probably most useful to look at how the Germans separated the varieties by size. This classification system was used originally in Germany and is that which is used today by the Fédération Internationale Cynologique (FCI), which is the canine governing authority throughout Europe.


The Wolfspitz is the largest of the five German spitz breeds. It stands approximately 18 or more inches at the shoulder. The only color allowed is gray. The next size is the Grossspitz, sometimes called the Giant Spitz, which stands 40.5 cm (16 in) and above at the shoulder. Colors are white, black, brown and orange.
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A parti-colored variety of the German Spitz (Klein), showing how colorful this charming small spitz can be.
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The German Wolfspitz, the largest of the country’s spitz breeds, is the German equivalent of the Keeshond of Holland. The two breeds are indistinguishable except in name and place of origin.


The Mittelspitz or Standard Spitz is ideally 29–35.5 cm (11.5–14 in) and can be white, black, brown, wolf gray or orange. The Kleinspitz or Small Spitz is bred in white, black, brown, wolf gray and orange and measures 23–28 cm (9–11 in). The Zwergspitz (Dwarf Spitz) can be white, black, brown, wolf gray or orange, and measures less than 21 cm (8.5 in).


It is the largest, or German Wolfspitz, that we are primarily concerned with here. In France, this variety was known as Chiens Loup, in Italy as the Lupini, in the UK as the Dutch Barge Dog and in Holland as the Keeshond (pronounced caze-hawnd; the plural, Keeshonden, pronounced caze-hawnd-en).


THE KEESHOND GETS ITS NAME


Often the Keeshond is referred to as the Dutch Barge Dog. The barge referred to was a large vessel that stood somewhere in size between a tug boat and a freighter. A barge moved easily on rivers and canals throughout the Netherlands. When necessary, the vessels ventured out into the far reaches of a bay or fjord, but they were not ocean-going vessels. The Keeshond was often kept aboard these barges as sentries and to keep the rodent population at bay.






NOT A HUNTER


Hunting was never taken up by the Dutch people; their national breed, the Keeshond, follows suit. Historically the breed has never exhibited a hunting instinct and therefore can easily be compatible with almost any other household pet.












[image: image]


PHOTO COURTESY OF ALAN AND SANDY CAREY.


CANIS LUPUS


“Grandma, what big teeth you have!” The gray wolf, a familiar figure in fairy tales and legends, has had its reputation tarnished and its population pummeled over the centuries. Yet it is the descendants of this much-feared creature to which we open our homes and hearts. Our beloved dog, Canis domesticus, derives directly from the gray wolf, a highly social canine that lives in elaborately structured packs. In the wild, the gray wolf can range from 60 to 175 pounds, standing between 25 and 40 inches in height.








In the late 1700s, the Keeshond was very well thought of in the Netherlands and the breed flourished throughout the land. This was particularly the case in the southern provinces of Brabant and Limburg. It was there that the breed was taken on as mascot of the common Patriot Party, which opposed those who supported the Prince of Orange as governor of the Netherlands.


The rebellious “Patriots” were led by Cornelius (“Kees”) de Gyselear, and it was Kees’s own “hond” (dog) that became the emblem of the Patriot party and from which the breed was to derive its proper name.


Unfortunately for all concerned, it was the House of Orange that was to emerge victorious in the political struggle, and the Patriot Party slipped into general disregard along with their Keeshonden, which were then considered affiliates of the defeated. In fact, many of the breed were destroyed by their owners in order not to appear to be Patriot sympathizers.


Only country folk farmers and those who operated the barges that proliferated in the Netherlands retained any loyalty to the breed. For a full century, the gentle and devoted Keeshond languished in obscurity, serving primarily in their appointed duties as watchdogs and vermin controllers on the river boats, barges and farms.


However, Miss J. G. Van der Blom and later the Baroness van Hardenbroek came upon the scene, took the breed in hand and, through their efforts, revived interest in the Keeshond. Miss Van der Blom showed her first Keeshond in 1891 in Amsterdam. The breed’s beauty and success in the show rings attracted more fanciers and led to the importation of more stock from Germany. The breed’s admirers established the Nederlandse Keeshond Club in 1924.


The success of Baroness van Hardenbroek’s breeding program was creating interest both at home and throughout the Continent and England. A staunch supporter of the breed, the Baroness led the resistance to Germany’s attempts to have the breed officially called the German Wolfspitz in the Netherlands. Her adamant dedication to the Keeshond name and her resistance to any change influenced the breed club that was established in England in 1925.


THE KEESHOND IN BRITAIN


The Keeshond grew in popularity in its homeland and, under the guidance of talented breeders, quality continually improved. One of these influential breeders was Mrs. Alice Gatacre, who would eventually emigrate to England after her marriage.


At first the Keeshond was looked upon simply as an “over-weight Pomeranian” in England. Some not-too-exceptional specimens of the breed were shown in the late 1800s, but they had only limited success. Though initially offered Challenge Certificates (CCs), required for championship in the UK, the breed was withdrawn from eligibility and was not to be heard from again until the 1920s, when it reappeared on The Kennel Club’s roster of breeds eligible for CCs as Dutch Barge Dogs.
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Originally called the Dutch Barge Dog, the Keeshond began turning heads at Kennel Club shows in the 1920s, when fanciers admired the breed’s bespectacled eyes and commanding appearance.


In the interim, Mrs. Gatacre and Mrs. Winfield Digby spear-headed some interest in the breed, but it was not until 1905, and almost by chance, that a major kennel for the breed was established. In that year, a young Miss Hamilton-Fletcher was yachting with her parents in Holland. There she was to meet and fall in love with the dogs that she saw standing proudly on the many barges that the travelers passed as the family traversed the country’s canals.


Miss Fletcher was so intrigued that she was compelled to look into the history and temperament of the breed and by the time she returned to England she had purchased two puppies that became treasured members of her household.


Later, as the married Mrs. Winfield Digby, the former Miss Fletcher established her Van Zaandam Kennel at Sherborne Castle in Dorset. Through her devotion to the breed and prowess as a breeder, Mrs. Digby earned herself a revered place in the history and development of the breed.
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WORKS OF ART


Many spitz-type dogs that resembled the Keeshond achieved popularity in the 18th century and can be found in the work of notable artists of the period, including portraits by the celebrated Gainsborough. The dogs portrayed, however, were known as “foxdogs” or “overweight Pomeranians.” The name Keeshond was not officially used until 1920s.








Her Van Zaandam breeding force was made up of more dogs she imported from Holland and others she found in Germany. Shown first as Dutch Barge Dogs, the Van Zaandam dogs were of such outstanding quality that they soon drew the attention of pure-bred dog aficionados throughout England.


In 1925, breed fanciers organized the Dutch Barge Dog Club and elected Mrs. Digby as president. Registrations totalled 25. In 1926, the breed was officially given the Keeshond name, and a standard was drawn up that has withstood the test of time and has been used as a model throughout the world.


The Van Zaandam breeding program grew from strength to strength and, in 1929, Dochfour Hendrik, a dog owned by Baroness Burton and bred by Mrs. Digby, became the first Keeshond to earn its championship in England. Mrs. Digby’s own Gesina Van Zaandam became the first female champion. Both of these champions were products of Mrs. Digby’s Dutch-German bloodlines.


The Keeshond was extremely fortunate to have supporters of the breed whose talents ranged over the entire gamut of abilities that assisted the rapid development of the breed in England. There is no doubt that Mrs. Alice Gatacre’s emigration from Holland was a boon to the breed. Her literary efforts describing the many attributes of the Keeshond were extremely influential in bringing the many fine characteristics of the breed to the attention of the general public.


Mrs. Gatacre and her Guelder Kennel were not alone in supporting the cause of the breed. She was joined by a host of fanciers whose enthusiasm paralleled Mrs. Gatacre’s and whose breeding programs also produced dogs that were great assets to the breed.


THE BARGE DOG IN THE US


The level of quality produced by these breeders not only took England by storm but also began to attract the attention of fanciers throughout the world. America was to lead the host of international fans who were to take up the cause of this new and lovely breed.


The Keeshond breed was literally unknown in America until the first dogs were registered with the American Kennel Club in 1930. The first litter born in the US was whelped in 1929 by Carl Hinderer of Maryland, a German immigrant whose efforts led to the breed’s recognition by the American Kennel club (AKC). Evenlode, Vorden, Wistonia, Rhinevale, Sandar and Duroya were among the kennel names that had great influence not only in England but also in America. Wistonia particularly influenced the breed in America through the exportation of a number of dogs that proved to be extremely formidable competition in American show rings. Not only did the Wistonia dogs acquire a notable roster of championships in their homeland, they proved extraordinary competitors in American and Canadian Breed, Group and Best in Show rings.
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Although the Keeshond is not used as a hunting or field dog today, the breed is more than willing to participate in outdoor activities and enjoys the great outdoors as much as the next barge dog!


The Keeshond Club of America was founded in 1935 (originally called the Keeshond Club) in Chestnut Hill, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Irving Florsheim of the Red Top Kennels, one of the earliest Kees breeders in the US, served as the first president. Two years later the club held its first specialty show in Long Island, New York, which Ch. Herzog of Evenlode, owned by Mrs. Richard Fort, was selected as Best of Breed by judge Oliver C. Harriman.


In the US the breed established its footings on the East coast with the Ruttkay Kennels of Mrs. Virginia Ruttkay of Connecticut in 1946, a breeder whose influence continues decades after her death. Many kennels successfully used the Ruttkay Kees such as Sahnsirai (owned by Bill and Betty Ginsberg) Fairville (owned by Marcie Goebel), Modesto (owned by Floyd and Blanche Matthews) and Brynhaven (owned by Linda Louck) as well as the current Ruttkay Kennels in Reading, Pennsylvania (owned by Audrey A. Bostwick). Other important East-coast kennels include Wynfomeer (owned by Betty Dunn-Cummings), Sherwood (owned by Phyllis Noonan), Larah (owned by Sarah Louie), Van Ons (owned by Mrs. Richard Koehne), Vandy (owned by Carole Henry), KeesLund (owned by Tony and Judy Pomato), and Bearpaws (owned by Marcy Zingler).


The breed grew in popularity in the Midwest as well, with many foundation kennels springing up in Ohio and Michigan as well as Wisconsin, Missouri and Illinois. Among the early Midwestern kennels are Holland Hond (owned by Harriet Cinkosky), Mar-I-Ben (owned by Marilyn Bender and Eloise Geiger), Denwood (owned by Sue T. Rucker), Tanglewood (owned by Carol J. Aubut), Kalmia (owned by Irene Fonseca and Maryellen Grace), Ronson’s (owned by Ron and Judy Fulton), Candray (owned by George and Jan Wanamaker), Graywyn (owned by Jo-Ann Gray), Yank-Kee (owned by Peter and Holly Colcord) and GreenKees (owned by Bill and Tess Eckhart).






ELIZABETHAN STYLE


The luxurious ruff that frames the head, neck and shoulders of the Keeshond strikes a reminiscent note of clothing worn during the Elizabethan period. Some fanciers attribute this as a good reason for the breed’s popularity in Britain.








Finally, the Western US caught Keeshond fever, and there the breed became an overnight sensation. Most West-coast breeding is linked to the Flakkee Kennels, owned by Mr. and Mrs. Porter Washington of California, whose records in showing and breeding are admired by all breeders in the fancy even today. The Flakkee dogs became the foundation of many West-coast kennels, including Star-Kees (owned by Robin Stark), Shamrock (owned by Shannon Kelly), Windrift (owned by Joanne Reed) and Travelers (owned by Sandy Krueger). Flakkee achieved many distinctions over the years, not the least of which was the first American-bred Best in Show winner, Ch. Patriot van Fitz, bred by Vera Fitzpatrick and owned by Flakkee Kennels. Mrs. Washington also owned the first two Keeshond bitches to take a Best in Show in the US, Eng. & Am. Ch. Whimsy of Wistonia (1949) and Eng. & Am. Ch. Wrona of Wistonia (1951). Another legendary Kees from Flakkee was Eng., Am. & Can. Ch. Wrocky of Wistonia, whose 1955 show record of 18 Bests in Show in 11 months was regarded as a landmark achievement. Wrocky enhanced the image of the Keeshond and attracted many new fans to the breed. Indeed he may have been the greatest Keeshond the breed has ever known. Ch. Flakkee Sweepstakes, aptly named “Sweeper,” swept his way through nearly 50 Best in Show awards in the late 1960s, not to mention 2 specialty shows.


Other West-coast breeders include Jee Jac (owned by Jean and Jack Howard), located in Washington; Tyron (owned by Jean Ellis), founded in the late 1960s on Flakkee dogs; Wistonia, the famous British kennel’s new home in California; Star-Kees, (owned by Robin Stark), home of the famous Batman, sire of 50 AKC champions; Shamrock (owned by Shannon Kelly); Fearless (owned by Joe and Helen Cuneo); Windrift (owned by Joanne Reed) and ABC (owned by Arleen Grimes).


[image: image]


The Keeshond is at home on land or water, having worked on large boats as watchdogs and exterminators.


From coast to coast, the Keeshond today has achieved renown in show rings, garnering Group placements and Best in Show ribbons on a regular basis. The hundreds of active American kennels, as well as the many regional clubs, represent a breed in strong, loving hands. All modern-day Keeshond breeders, exhibitors and owners, whose dogs go back to these foundation kennels and dogs, must revere the dedication and success of these pioneer Kees folk. Were it not for their commitment and hard work, we would not have such handsome bespectacled Dutch fellows with which to share our lives.
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Whether a puppy or an adult, the Keeshond requires grooming for his luxuriant coat to keep it looking magnificent and healthty.
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ARE YOU READY FOR A KEESHOND?


Is the Keeshond the best breed of dog for you and your family? Will this bespectacled spitz and you see eye to eye? Will the dog fit into your lifestyle and home environment? Let’s consider these and other important concerns as we look at the characteristics of the Keeshond.


Very large and rambunctious dogs are hardly a suitable choice for the elderly, nor would they be a good choice for toddlers who are still unsteady on their feet. Tiny dogs or very young puppies are not a wise choice for families with children who have not yet learned how delicate these little creatures are. A full-grown Kees can handle the rough-and-tumble play of young children, while a very young Kees puppy may not be a good idea for a household in which the children have had no experience in dealing with baby animals.


Then too there is the matter of hair. A luxuriously coated dog is certainly beautiful to behold, but all that hair takes a great deal of care. Grooming an adult Keeshond in full coat takes about one hour to thoroughly brush, but when the dog is shedding, it can take even longer. Neglecting the Kees’s abundant coat would be subjecting your spitz beauty to uncomfortable tangles and mats and would be a sacrilege to this noble animal.






PUPPY IQ


Even the youngest Keeshond puppy is very smart and will learn very quickly that crying at night brings all the attention he wants if you respond to it. The puppy will be just as quick to learn that naughty behavior brings about your disapproval and that dreaded “no” word.
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Regular bathing can be difficult for some owners. It can be tedious to thoroughly wash and rinse the breed’s dense coat, and drying it without the proper equipment is almost impossible. If this procedure cannot be done properly at home, it must be done by a professional groomer at least every two months. Although professional assistance takes care of the bathing and grooming problem, please understand that good and reliable groomers are not always available around the corner nor do their services come free of charge.






LEADER OF THE PACK


One of the most critical time periods for you and your Keeshond is that between 12 and 16 weeks of age. During that time the puppy will find out who the pack leader in the family is. There are only two possibilities: you or your puppy. It is extremely important that the owner establish and maintain the correct relationship during this period.
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As great as claims are for a Kees’s intelligence and trainability, remember that all new dogs, whether tiny puppies or fully mature adults, must be taught every household rule that they will be expected to observe. Although a Kees is able to catch on very quickly, it does not necessarily follow that every lesson will be one that the individual dog wants to learn. Puppies are just as inclined to forget or disregard lessons as young children.


CASE FOR THE PURE-BRED DOG


Why all this fuss and deliberation? Isn’t it just as easy to go to the local animal shelter and select an attractive puppy of some kind? While all puppies are cute, not all puppies grow up to be particularly attractive adults. What is considered to be beautiful by one person is not necessarily seen as even remotely attractive by another.


It is almost impossible to determine what a mixed-breed puppy will look like as an adult. Nor will it be possible to determine if the mixed-breed puppy’s temperament is suitable for the person or family who wishes to own him. If the puppy grows up to be too big, too hairy or too active for the owner, what then will happen to it?


Size and temperament can vary to a degree even within pure-bred dogs. Still, selective breeding over many generations has produced consistent, typical dogs, giving the would-be-owner reasonable assurance of what the pure-bred puppy will look and act like as an adult. Aesthetics completely aside, this predictability is more important than one might think.


Pure-bred puppies will grow up to look like their adult relatives and, by and large, they will behave pretty much like the rest of their family. Please understand that practically any dog, mixed breed or not, has the potential to be a loving companion. However, the predictability of a pure-bred dog offers reasonable insurance that it will suit not only the owner’s lifestyle but also that person’s esthetic qualifications.


Before you bring a Keeshond puppy into your household, visit breeders and spend as much time with both puppies and adults as you can. Be sure that the adult Kees is the dog that appeals to you aesthetically and temperamentally.
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GOOD TO SEE YOU!


The Kees will save his very special form of greeting for those he particularly loves, especially when the object of his affection has just returned from an absence. At those times a Kees will leap high into the air while shaking his head and emitting snorts and sneezes.






OEBPS/Images/f0011-03.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0012-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0011-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0011-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0023-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0021-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0022-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0009-01.jpg
HISTORY OF THE
KEESHOND





OEBPS/Images/f0010-01.jpg





OEBPS/Misc/page-template.xpgt
 

   

   
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/Images/f0008-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0004-01.jpg
Keeshond
Al ¢ kb

By J. Piet Hessels





OEBPS/Images/f0021-01.jpg
T ———
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE

KEESHOND






OEBPS/Images/f0019-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
KEESHOND

A KENNEL CLUB BOOK

Keeshond

»

¢\

SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION
A COMPREHENSIVE OWNER’S GUIDE





OEBPS/Images/f0020-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0013-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0014-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0012-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0016-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0017-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0002-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0015-01.jpg





