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Coming up with the right cover for an issue is 

easily one of the most challenging aspects of 

publishing a magazine. Our focus has to be on the casual 

reader. In order for them to pick the issue up off

the 

newsstand and see the great articles we have waiting for 

them inside, we need a cover that draws them in. Our 

first instinct is to feature a fabulous carving to inspire 

would-be carvers, but we’ve found that often backfires. 

The novice or casual carver thinks it’s too advanced 

for them. The staff

at 

WCI

is full of opinions, but in the 

end we have to rely on the 

expertise of our newsstand 

consultant, and we usually end 

up featuring an alternate cover. 

Jon Deck, our designer, and 

I absolutely loved this cover 

featuring Lou Cacioppo’s work. 

But we knew it would never 

make it on the newsstand. 

No matter what ends up on 

the cover, I work very hard to 

include articles inside each 

issue that will appeal to the 

intermediate and advanced 

carver, as well as the beginner. 

In this issue, we introduce the first of an ongoing 

series of articles with the Caricature Carvers of America. 

This series, titled “First Cuts,” showcases very early 

carvings of CCA members along with some valuable 

advice for aspiring carvers. These accomplished carvers 

all started from humble beginnings and honed their 

skills through years of practice. Everyone has to start 

somewhere. 

I hope that seeing how world-renown carvers started 

with carvings that were less than showcase quality 

(and that they have the courage to share them with 

the carving community) will give you the initiative to 

continue down your own carving path. We’ll continue 

the “First Cuts” series with four additional CCA 

members in the fall issue. The series is intended to 

encourage you to keep moving forward, no matter where 

you’re at on your carving journey! 

Shannon@FoxChapelPublishing.com
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I have been carving for a year and have read many 

contradicting pieces of advice about making a “wash” 

from acrylic paint. Some say, “absolutely don't use 

water, just medium,” while others say, “just add a 

few drops of water until you have a thin wash.” The 

last is from a master bird carver whose work is 

exquisite. How should this “wash” advice be followed? 

Chemically, I understand the “no water” principle, but, 

it is being done with acrylics all the time.

Don Pass

Jasper, AK

Lori Corbett, author of 

Carving Award Winning 

Songbirds

, responds: Thinning with water, though 

practiced by many master bird carvers for years, is 

falling out of favor. We have learned many things 

about our paints over the years, and have discovered 

that using water exclusively to thin paints breaks 

the binder in the paint. The binder is the “glue” that 

holds the paint to the wood. When this happens, the 

paint becomes very fragile and is easily rubbed off

during normal handling (certain brands of paint 

are more prone to this than others). Even the paint 

manufacturers are now putting information on their 

labels advising against thinning with water alone for 

this reason. They have also created mediums that will 

dilute the paint without breaking the binder. 

The same, or better, results are now being achieved 

by diluting the pigments with glazing medium 

and/or flow medium. The glazing medium creates 

an even more exquisite result because the pigments 

are actually suspended above the surface, creating 

luminosity not possible with water alone. A small 

amount of water to further thin the pigments is okay, 

and sometimes necessary. However, the quantity of 

water used is very small.

Granted, this technique has been successfully 

used for many years, but with the availability of new 

mediums, much more durable results are possible.

A quick note about “wash” vs. “glazing”: paints 

thinned with water are known as “washes”and is a 

technique heavily employed with watercolor painting 

or acrylic painting on paper or canvas. It was carried 

over to bird carving. “Glazes” are paints diluted with 

mediums, and is a technique used for hundreds of 

years, first with oils, and now with the advent of new 

materials, acrylics.

from our

mailbag

Finding fishing hardware

I’ve read about Ron Weir who made fishing lures as his 

hobby. What I’m looking for is a source for fishing lure 

hardware. Can you help me?

Don Salmen

Solon Springs, WI

Woodcarving Illustrated

contributor, 

Alfie Fishgap, responds: I usually 

buy the hooks and small split 

rings I need for my Spirit Lures 

at sporting goods stores, such 

as Bass Pro Shops. There are 

a variety of hook colors to choose 

from, and I usually pick a color to 

complement my design. The small eye 

screws are available at most arts and 

crafts stores or hardware stores.

FOX HUNT

Carol Smith of Fontana, 

CA, and Doug Lyons were 

randomly drawn from the 

258 entries who correctly 

located the Fox in Spring 

2007 (Issue 38) 

WCI

. The fox 

was located on Page 60 in 

the photo for Step 9. 

If you find the fox in this 

issue, contact us and tell us the page number and location. Two 

readers randomly selected from all correct replies will receive a $25 

Fox Chapel Publishing gift certificate. Entries must be received by 

July 1, 2007, to be eligible. 

NOTE: Contest fox faces left (other foxes 

appearing in 

WCI

don’t count).

Send your entry to 

Woodcarving Illustrated

, Attn. Find the Fox, 

1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520, or e-mail to 

Editors@WoodcarvingIllustrated.com

.

Acrylic paint washes

Thinning paint with 

a flow or glazing 

medium creates 

longer lasting 

results.
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In all, 114 carvings were entered in the 

2006 Caricature Carvers of America, 

National Caricature Carving Contest and 

Exhibition, held at Dollywood, Pigeon Forge, 

TN

. 

Kathi Clark of Mt. Home, AR, took 

home the People’s Choice Award with 

It’s Been One of Those Days

.

At the CCA’s annual business meeting, 

held in conjunction with the event, Bruce 

Henn and Floyd Rhadigan were elected into 

the CCA. The CCA also decided to move 

the 2007 event to Converse, IN. For more 

information, visit the CCA website at 

www.cca-carvers.org

.

The group is currently working with 

Woodcarving Illustrated 

on a series of 

articles (see page 74), and a book, available 

September 2007, titled 

Caricature Carver’s 

Showcase

, which features 50 patterns. 

The Archer

Canadian sculptor, 

Fred Zavadil, took 

home first place in the 

Master’s Division of the 

Canadian Woodcarving 

Championships. The 

January, 2007 contest 

was held in conjunction 

with the Hamilton, 

ON, Canada Wood 

Show. Fred’s winning 

piece, 

The Archer, 

was 

featured in 

Woodcarving 

Illustrated

Fall 2005 

(Issue 32).

For 2008 show 

information, visit 

www.

hamiltonshows.com
 
or 

call 905-779-0422. 

news and

notes

Sgt. Jack King with a 

cane carved by Eugene 

Henrickson of Walnut, IL.

Canes for injured heroes

After seeing a national news story about post-9/11 

veterans returning home after losing a limb, the 

Eastern Oklahoma Woodcarvers Association decided 

to make presentation canes for them.

The group teamed up with the Green Country 

Woodworkers and the Northeastern Oklahoma 

Woodturners, who crafted shafts that the carvers 

topped with a carved eagle head handle.

“We want these veterans to know we care and are 

very appreciative of the sacrifice they made,” said Jack 

Nitz, one of the organizers of the movement.

The movement spread, 

and now there are clubs 

in 11 states working 

together on the project. 

So far, according to Jack, 

at least 160 canes have 

been presented to vets 

with leg injuries. For more 

information, or if you 

know a post-9/11 vet with 

a leg injury, contact Jack at 

ujnitz@yahoo.com 

or 

918-299-2251.

People’s 

Choice

Photo by Jack Williams

Kathi Clark’s, 

I

T

’

S

B

EEN

O

NE

OF

T

HOSE

D

AYS

, 2½

" x 15" x 15", won the People’s 

Choice Award at the 2006 CCA National Caricature Carving Contest.
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tips and

techniques

Recycled CD Case Bit Holder

From Leon Hall, Meriden, CT

A container that once stored blank 

CDs works great to hold power 

carving burs. 

The containers are 

stackable and you can store a lot in 

a small area with them.

Use the clear plastic disc 

that

protects the blank CD’s as a 

template to draw the size of the 

holder onto a piece of styrofoam or 

wood. I prefer styrofoam because 

you just push the burs into the 

foam. If you use wood, you need to 

drill holes to match the different 

sizes of the bur shanks.

If you position the burs to the 

outside of the first styrofoam ring, 

you can add a smaller disc on top 

of the larger one. That way all the 

burs will be visible. The plastic 

cover protects the burs from 

falling out and getting lost. 

Use larger CD holders to store 

mini carving tools.

Tips from the Masters

Keep reference material handy 

when carving

(Kelly Winn, Page 46)

Swap hands when needed for 

best results while carving

(Chris Pye, Page 38)

Plan for strength when carving 

spoons

(Barry McKenzie, Page 80)

From Thomas Perrin, Alexandria, LA

I accumulated a large collection of 2oz bottles of paints, and had trouble 

storing them in a way that I could easily locate the color I needed. 

While at a large retailer, I found some rectangular baskets designed to 

stack on top of each other. They measure 

7½

"

x 8½

"

x 6

"

tall with 1⅜

"

-

diameter square holes in all four sides. They look like miniature milk 

crates. Each basket will hold 44 bottles of paint

I purchased a lazy susan bearings set for $7, so by combining the 

four baskets with the bearing, I spent approximately $15 and got enough 

storage for 176 bottles of paint.

To make the rack, cut a section of ¾

"

-thick plywood and attach the 

lazy susan mechanism to the bottom of it. Then attach the first basket 

to the wood by drilling holes through the wood and using wire ties to 

secure the basket in place. Stack the other baskets, one on top of each 

other, and secure them all together with wire ties. 

It sure beats the $29-49 price tags on the commercially available 

paint racks. And if I want to collect more paint, I just add a basket.

Shop-Made Paint Organizer

TOP TIP Wins a 

Carving Set

Win 

this Stubai starter 

set, complete with 

five gouge profiles, worth $159.95. Send 

your tip to 

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 1970 Broad 

St., East Petersburg, PA 17520, or email to 

Duncan@FoxChapelPublishing.com

.

TOP

TIP

✔

Hands Free Strop

From Dave Dunlap, Kingman, AZ

I made this strop to fit the holes in 

my workbench. If your workbench 

lacks holes, consider drilling some. 

It keeps me from having to use 

two hands to strop, which makes it 

convenient to reach over and strop 

my knife more often. 

It is especially useful when 

I use both hands on a chisel to 

maintain an angle. It was well 

worth the small amount of effort it 

took to make it.
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reader

gallery

Elmer Gunderson, of Prince George, BC, 

Canada

, 

carved 

Lady in Meditation

from a pine log. The 

piece stands 4'-tall, 16"-wide, and features blue stains 

from the pine beetles which are devastating the local 

forests. It was finished with Varathane thinned with 

mineral spirits. Elmer used a variety of tools, ranging 

from a chainsaw to hand tools and sanding pads. For 

more of Elmer’s work and carving techniques, see 

Woodcarving Illustrated

Holiday 2005 (Issue 33).

Roger Strautman, of Woodburn, IN

, created this 

stunning representation titled 

The Shroud

. The 

piece combines chip carving with a relief-carved linen, 

hanging on a chip-carved cross. It stands 5' 4"-tall, the 

arms of the cross are 3' 2"-wide. The cross was carved 

from basswood with a walnut frame. The shroud was 

carved from bleached butternut. Special thanks to 

WCI

contributor, Barry McKenzie, for encouraging 

Roger to share his work with our readers.

Floyd Giles of Mahomet, IL

, carved this 

intricate and delicate insect scene. The 

piece takes advantage of the distinct grain 

pattern of the base, which implies a forward 

movement that is echoed in both the leaves 

and the insect. The nature theme of the 

piece is enhanced by the natural finish.

▲

▲

▲
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PL Fix 2-part Wood Repair Kit

Henkel Consumer Adhesives has introduced a two-part polyurethane wood 

repair kit called PL Fix 2-Part Wood Repair Kit.

The kit comes with resin, hardener, and a stir stick. Unlike some other 

repair kits, the mixture has a consistency closer to thick cream. It is easy to 

apply to gouged-out sections of a carving (without a lot of manhandling) and 

has the advantage of not expanding or shrinking as it dries.

The repair kit also fills in the gaps when joining 

irregularly-shaped sections, such as when you glue a 

carving to a base. The adhesive qualities of the kit are as 

strong as other popular polyurethane glues, such as Gorilla 

Glue, but it doesn’t foam like typical polyurethane glues. 

PL Fix 2-Part Wood Repair Kit retails for $18.99. It can 

be found at Lowes stores across the US. For other retailers, 

call 800-999-8920 or visit their website at 
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DVD: Sharpening Simplified
A This 3-disc set has over 3 hours of material for Having trouble getting your carving tools razor
IR | both the novice and long-time carver. Follow the sharp? In Sharpening Simplified, Everett
. QLii." | steps involved in carving a Cotton Tail Rabbi Ellenwood will show you a simple proven
w\ Mallard Drake Duck, and Small Mouth Bass. method to get your carving tools properly
. The set includes a patter for the rabbit and a contoured and sharp, each time you sharpen
sandpaper template for a spit mandrel. Pop == | them. Professionally made in a studio, the 110

highly recommends this excellent DVD by Frank minute video is divided into nine segments.

This DVD gets good reviews. $29.95 plus ship

DVDs: lan Norbury Collection

Carving the Female Figure 80 minutes  Carving the Male Torso 45 minutes

(Carving a Portrait in Relief 60 minutes There is no doubt that lan Norbury of Great Britain
is a Master Sculptor ...now you can experience his excellent teaching skills!

Each DVD kit contains: Tool list; Printed Drawing Plans; Stil photographs; email support
for those wishing to contact lan. Each DVD is $32.95  pius shipping.

Avkansas Bench Stones 8" x 2" x 1" Soft Bench Oil Stone 8"x 2" x 1"

& Hard Arkansas Combination has Our India stone is an aluminum oxide
two grades combined. It is an all-pur- stone made in USA in a Coarse & Fine
pose stone in a wooden box. Combination for medium cutting rate.
$39.95 plus shipping. $22.95 pius shipping.

Diamond Stones 6" x 2° x 3/4” DMT® Water Stones We have both Japanese
Diamond Whetstones™ are renown and American water stones in a vari-
fortheirremarkable sharpening speed. ety of Combination grits. Call for
Coarse, Fine or Extra Fine. description or see on Internet

$54.95 pus shpping. Various price ranges available.
Ceramic Sharpening Stones Fast, Gouge Water Stones 6" x 2" Gouge
Easy, do not require lubrication and Water Stones are invaluable for
‘will remain Flat Forever. Dark stone is. rapid sharpening the inner cannel
800 grit and white stone is 8000 grit. of your gouges and large size outer
Available in two sizes: ~(slus shipping) Sciges, pus sipky

4 x 2’ 112" with pouch $29.95 ea. 240 Grit Gouge Stone $29.95
8'x2"x 112" no pouch $ $50.95 ea. | 1000 Grit Gouge Stone $23.25

Blue Jay Canving Kit: Includes Whitting Old Sea Captain Kit: Includes full
WingsGate Pattern showing vari- color 31 page book with carving instruc-
ous anatomy and feather drawings: tions; Basic carving knife sharpened and
Basswood cutout 11" x 4-1/4" x 3" polished ready-to-use; Basswood cutout
Pair of pewter Blue Jay feet; Pair of 7-1/2" x 2-112° x 2°. Close up shows the
Glass Blue Jay eyes. finished piece.

Blue Jay Kit $23.50 plus shipping $40.95 Plus shipping

Our Micro Carving Tools are perfect for miniature and fine detail work. They are made in USA and
tempered to a hardness of R¢58 to hold their edge. The octagon shape handles are cherry and the
overall tool length of 5 1/4” makes them easy to control and comfortable o hold.
We know you don't always want to purchase an entire set and are happy to offer these Micro Tools
to you individually. Each tool comes with a protective clear vinyl cap to protect the edge and pro-
vide easy identification.

14 pocket too
Gouges available in: 1.5, 2, 3, 4, and 5 mm sizes $11.95ea $1095
Chisels and skews come in: 1.5, 2, and 3 mm sizes $11.95ea
90d V-tools in: 1.5, 2, and 3 mm and 75d V-tool only in 3 mm size $11.95ea

Call Toll Free 1-888-682-9801 or Order On-Line  orcourse we have

4,000 other carving

www.chippingaway.com rshicatrol
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rree Catalog
1-800-452-2783

We make buying your woodcarving supplies a pleasant experience, and all it takes is calling our toll-free number and
requesting your new 96-page catalog. Sugar Pine Woodcarving Supplies has everything for the serious wood carver,
from power tools to wood burners, knives, gouges, videos, books, and much, much more!

‘www.sugarpinewoodcarving.com ¢ P.O. Box 859, Lebanon, OR 97355 ¢ Fax (541) 451-5455
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SteclWire Brushes WOODBURNING Whoke erey gl o
Small Fap Wheels Colwood  Razertp

i Cushion Drums PRODUCT CATALOGUE AVAIABLE. e o

Sanding Drums & Bands 9 fod Sgpiog 8 Hooding

Hieh Spead Sove ekl weh b purchi - Please note our new Address IR

Eye Socket Burr emat nfo@woodaanvngsupples com 1809.635-3687)

Padded Drum Sanders NEW LOCATION You can ORDER ONLINE, Call or Write:

Abrasive Cleaners & $hapers 1,04 Woodcraft Supplies/Woodchips Website: www.roughouts.com  Email: info@roughouts.com
(CARVING SETS #6-145 Schoolhouse Street Now Made from Northern Minnesota Basswood!

Warren  Flexcut oquitam, BC V3K 4X8
Pleil Ramelson (800)-663-1101
weesodarninpiescon

PO Box 193

Moore Roughouts / Designs

- Kindred, ND_58051-9557

Tools for Working Wood

Featuring

« Carving tools by
Ashley lles and
Two Cherries

+ Accessories
«+ Extensive line

of sharpening
supplies

CATALOGUES
AVAILABLE
IN-PRINT

OR

ON-LINE

Wiw tooisforworkingwood com

27 West 20th Street #507,NYe [N VLY L0

Got Tools?

as 3mm) from
Sculpture House USA,
all at closeout prices! Hurry
for best selection shop online
af

RITTER CARVERS, INC.
Complete Line of
\Carving Supplies and Tools

AITTER CARVERS, INC.
1550 DILLOWAOAD - MAPLE GLER, P 19002
1215 6454606 - CALL AFTER 500 P
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Attention Carvers!

Create Quality Artwork
with Colwood Products

* Carrying * 5 Precision
Cases Control Units

* Instruction * More than 50
Books Tip Styles

* Tip Pullers * Fish Scale Tips
* Helpful Hints * Utra-Flex Cords

Great Blue Heron
yJoan Wolf using the

“Colwood Detailer www.woodburning.com

ZMMW

Many large blocks, mantels, glue-ups, ornament
boards, etc. Call or email for prices.

Basswood
* Carving blocks Ph?ne 715-466-2283
«Barkboard ~ Emaitfesawmill@centurytel.net

o Barkovals  Rod&Muriel Wilcox- Wal1s Frog Creek Road, Minong, Wi 54859

SPECIAL! M

“This ool Roll
Toolsinside o

professional grade Tote, made of NO8 canvas and
NO10 coil zpper, convers 1o several other
nfrions o

Austrian Woodcarvingschool
Geisler-Moroder

Assszbigenon
i wosse s gRRes
Carv inthe besutfu il mountins n ourong estabished intematonlSchool
 bilngulcourses 35 wooks  your 7
o
vty of rcject hoica
e e tached o
Cown it
, o, 0 ow, v
oMo o can b a1 s
st e o s e o Wages.
Ron nmh::.m 25216 Phone 20570 wwwnantucketbagg.com - S08.257.4682
program RO.Box 3414, Nantucke, MA 02584
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_ MASTERCARVEI
High-performance tools™!
Compare quality, value & features, nothing
else even comes close!

*Accepts all major ~ CHAMPION CARVER SAYS:
handpiece brands. "I really LOVE this burner!
*130 watts max this unit isn’t just a home
A = - run, you knocked it out of

New BURNMASTER™
wood burner

*Prices from $95.95 the park!”
4l *Exclusive Reset Ed Walicki, Best in Show winrier, 2000
- Ward World  Championship ~ Fish
fuse protection Carving Comptition.

[BURNMASTER™ WOOD BURNER By Mastercarver®|
High-performance tools!™ The amazing Burnmaster is so
superior it's revolutionary! Unlike others, it accepts all major|
handpiece systems! The Burnmaster accepts wood burning
lhandpieces by Leisure Time Prod. (Detail Master), Colwood|
(Detailer), SMC / PJL, (Optima), Nibs, Navesink, Razertip &|

lture, pro quality components, precise variable power supply|
(130 watts max.), custom designed circuitry, fuse protection,
all metal housing (3.5” x 4.75” x 8.5”), non-slip rubber feet,

Compare, quality, features & value, you'll prefer Burnmaster|
lor your money back! Burnmaster Eagle features 130 watts|

Ducks carved & wood burned by: max. & includes, 2 selectable handpiece power ports, 2 uni-{

S.T. (Buck) Rodgers. VA. Iversal handpiece power cord / adapter sets and 2 hand-|
|piece holders. 499002 Burnmaster Eagle-2 ports $115.95
Burnmaster Hawk has same power & features as Eagle
shown except 1 each of port, cord / adapter set & handpiece]
holder. 499001 Burnmaa(ar Hawk-1 pon $95.95)

niques for feathering & detailing on birds & ducks, fur, fish scales & flat art; bum
ing on: wood, leather, gourds & even tree fungus! 100s of color photos & clear|
& directions.422pp. 9x11"Hardcover. 502000 Pyrography Book $49.85
Handpieces not included with Burnmaster, we recommend Detail Master brand listed below.

1-A 501020 Wood Burning Handpc.1/8" tip for intricate detail  $22.95

SUPPLYING CARVERS SINCE 1955 WM &m/m $1{/;p[y JH¢. S REQUEST A FREE COLOR CATALOG |-
P.0. BOX 7500 ENGLEWOOD FL 34295:7500 U.S.A. PHONE: 1-800-284-6229

CALL IN YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDERS TOLL FREE 1-800-284-6229. FAX orders to: 1-941-698-0329.
Phones & fax answered 24 hours daily. Most orders shipped within 24 hours. Request a free catalog.

When ordering please mention Ad code #2702 WEB ORDERS: e ly.

FOR MAIL-IN ORDERS: Simply tear out this page or write down partffs, quantities desired, add prices,
(if delivered to Florida add sales tax) include check payment or credit card #, add $7.50 for delivery and
handling. Mail to: Wood Carvers Supply, Inc., Box 7500, Englewood Florida 34295-7500.

2 30 DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE!

6' power cord, manual & 3 year warranty. Weight: 4.5 Ibs.|

1-B 50")25 Wood Burning Handpc.3/16" tip lcr feathers & Ilnas $22.95 [5

lothers with similar connections. Burnmaster controllers fea-|
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To ordor or for more information call

portastrop@yahoo.com

NEW Guinevere
Sanding & Polishing Kits

Incredible for finish sanding and polishing your
canings, lathe tumings, furiture, intarsia
and miniature masterpieces. Eliminate
hours of laborious hand
sanding and polishing.

Guinevere® inflatable
sanders actually conform
to the shape of the material
they are pressed against.
Create a smooth, velvet finish
hatis softer than possible
with hand sanding!

ino rewons|

FO0 LS. .
GUINEVERE
TheALEX|pLF Finisher

32309 Milton Avenue
Madison Heights, MI 48071

‘Ph:(868)583-5353
Quotations
Within 24 Hours
Custom Ordors

Shipped In 1 Week

Hand-Held & Dril Pxes

Mounted Electric Usits

Are Available

Branding Tools for Industry,
Home, and Hobby

Place a professional looking brand on
your products or handy work. Send s
Jour sharp black and white artwork,
or your hand written signature, and we
will engrave  branding head just for you.

gl

Also Available:
‘Propane & Flame Heated Tools
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rimshaw. Courses range
rand Enroll today,

Ofprortundy of « Lifelime

October 29 - November 2
Wood Carving & Engraving

with Bill Janney

ENROLL TODAY © 1-800-8

14” Diameter x 40" Tall

MULTISPINDLE SIZES: 10” Diameter X 60" Long
20" Diameter x 72" Long

For a FREE Catalog Contact:

Terrco, Inc.

The Tool Box

Quality Tools at Reasonable Prices

1-866-215-4018 Toll Free
Business & Fax: 432-553-5996

Your complete woodcarving supply source
with the latest in new tools & products

Web Site: thecarverstoolbox.com
E-mail: wood@thecarverstoolbox.com

Ashley lles, Diobsud Forge, Flexcut, Rame

Denny Knive & G Warren Tool Tools,

Foredom, WeCheer, Carving Burrs, Colwood Burners,
Carving & Reference Books and Much More

Call or e-mail for a free catalog
PO Box 9713, Midland, Texas 79708
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