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Here at Norton Rose Fulbright we have a great sporting culture coupled with a strong sense of community. As rugby fans, we are delighted to support Wooden Spoon, and help make sure every child can enjoy sport.


We believe in opening up opportunities for every child, and we focus our charitable efforts on supporting young people in our local community in Southwark. As well as providing financial support, we also encourage our people to volunteer at our supported sports clubs, putting their skills to good use with children and young people who are disadvantaged – whether physically, mentally or socially.


We chose to work with Wooden Spoon many years ago, as a charity which shares our values so closely, and I am proud that to this day we are continuing our relationship with this excellent charity.


I wish success and happiness to everyone at Wooden Spoon over the coming year, and I would like to thank everyone involved for their ongoing commitment to disadvantaged and disabled children in the UK.
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Peter Martyr


Global Chief Executive


Norton Rose Fulbright
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At Artemis, we are deeply aware of our broader responsibility to society and aspire to make a positive difference to the environment and communities in which we work and live. We have been doing so since 2007, when the Artemis Charitable Foundation was founded. Each year the firm gives a proportion of its revenues to the foundation, which manages our charitable activities and our involvement in the wider world. We encourage our people to develop their expertise and professional knowledge, both through formal training and through self-development. We then encourage them to share their skills through involvement in the various charities and causes we support; such as fundraising, volunteering and visiting the charities at work.


Artemis is delighted to support Wooden Spoon again this year and the work they are doing. This is our seventh year supporting the charity and we believe the opportunities the charity provides are pivotal to transforming the lives of many disadvantaged children. The inspirational values of Wooden Spoon, namely passion, integrity and teamwork, resonate strongly.


The autumn series awaits us with the wonderful opportunity to play South Africa, Japan and New Zealand, followed by our Six Nations. What would winter be without it? So much to look forward to and the excitement is already building.


From all of us at Artemis, we would like to thank everyone at Wooden Spoon for their dedication and devotion to disadvantaged and disabled children. Thank you.
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Richard Turpin


Partner


Artemis Investment Management LLP




FOREWORD


by HRH THE PRINCESS ROYAL
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Who we are


Wooden Spoon is a grant making charity founded in 1983. Since then we have been committed to helping improve the lives of disabled and disadvantaged children.


We are one of the largest UK funders of respite and medical treatment centres, sensory rooms, specialist playgrounds, sports activity areas, and community-based programmes and have so far granted over £26 million to these fantastic projects. Inspired and motivated by our rugby heritage and by working together with the rugby community, with the support of its top sporting heroes, we have been able to help over 1 million children and fund more than 700 projects.


Our rugby heritage gives us our core values of passion, integrity, teamwork and fun. We have over 300 committed volunteers who are raising funds in local communities up and down the country. We are extremely proud to say that the money they raise locally funds projects in their local areas.


Find out more at
woodenspoon.org.uk
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The story behind Wooden Spoon


A wonderful legacy emerged in 1983 after five England rugby supporters went to Dublin to watch England in the final game of the Five Nations Championship against the Irish. The game was lost 25-15 and England finished last in the table with just a single point gained from their draw against Wales.


After the match, in a Dublin bar surrounded by celebrating Ireland supporters, the five England supporters sought some consolat on only for three of their Irish friends to present them with a wooden spoon, wrapped in an Irish scarf on a silver platter as a memento of England’s dismal season.


Accepting the gift with good humour and grace, the England fans resolved to hold a golf match to see who would have the honour of keeping the wooden spoon.


Just a few months later the golf match was held and in the course of an entertaining day an astonishing sum of £8,450 was raised. The money was used to provide a new minibus for a local special needs school, Park School. This was to be the of first many Wooden Spoon charitable projects that has grown to over 700 in the years since. From defeat on the rugby field, and a tongue-in-cheek consolation prize, the Wooden Spoon charity was born.




Our Patron
Our Patron is HRH The Princess Royal who gives generously of her time.


Our Rugby Patrons
The IRFU, RFU, WRU, SRU, RFL all support us in our charitable work.


Sporting Partners
We work closely with a variety of clubs, league associations and governing bodies who help us achieve our vision of improving young lives though the power of rugby.
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HITZ’ big impact


While focused on lifting the skills of teenagers not in education, employment or training rather than trophies, the Wooden Spoon-supported HITZ programme boasts a win rate any team would envy.


Delivered by Premiership Rugby clubs, the social inclusion scheme supports 400 young people each year by entering them into personalised study programmes or traineeships. An incredible 80% complete the course, of which 70% progress into further education, training or employment.


And the stories of the names behind the numbers are equally impressive.


Ben, for example, spent most of his school years crippled by self-doubt as a consequence of his attent on deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).


“Ben has found life quite hard,” confided his mum, Joanne. “He used to hit out a lot, throw things and would dive down concrete stairs without even thinking. At one point I thought ‘he’s not going to make adulthood if he goes on like this’.


“He has struggled to believe that he is capable of doing things.”


However, taking part in London Irish HITZ – which was set up in 2009 with the aim of using rugby’s ethos and role models to combat the challenges facing Britain’s youth – has transformed the 18-year-old’s outlook on life.


“I am more confident than ever, I’ve really pushed hard and gained qualifications after three years of trying and I’m looking at a possible apprenticeship,” said Ben. “Everything is going right and the way I feel now I just don’t want to stop. My future is very bright.”
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Siya Kolisi


TOUCHING THE HEART OF A NATION


by MICK CLEARY




‘You can’t play to be the best black player or to be the best white player to appeal to a community; you have to play to be the best for every South African. We represent something much bigger than we can imagine.’





South Africans are not an easy race to win over. They have lived through hard times, challenging times, disruptive and dehumanising times. For all the challenges that each and every national rugby coach in the world faces, the degree of difficulty in their jobs comes nowhere near the task facing a Springbok coach. Those who say sport and politics should not mix have never been to South Africa where sport is politics and, given the history of the country, rightly so.


And that, in a nutshell, is why the appointment of Siya Kolisi as Springbok captain for the first Test against England at Ellis Park in June 2018 was one of the seminal moments in sport. In 1995 Nelson Mandela held the rugby world in his magnetic grip as he strode to the podium wearing the no. 6 jersey of South Africa captain Francois Pienaar as the World Cup was won, the visible incarnation of the rainbow nation. The sight of Mandela in the shirt was power-dressing at its most resonant. But it was also gesture politics, a powerful symbol in its way, signalling that it was all right for blacks to cheer for the sport of the Afrikaners, but it was only the start point. Mandela had shown the way. It has taken over two decades more for there to be any real sign of proper commitment to that cause.
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Kolisi leads out his team at Ellis Park, Johannesburg, for the first Test, 9 June 2018.
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Siya Kolisi poses with head coach Rassie Erasmus during the media session before the first Test with England, June 2018.





And there is still much more to do. But Kolisi’s arrival into the position on merit rather than as a sop to political correctness or transformation edicts is a turning point. That much was in evidence in the build-up to that first Test in Johannesburg and confirmed as he ran out on to the Ellis Park field, acclaimed by the capacity crowd packed into the stadium on that day. They were saluting not just the new Springbok captain but also the man himself as well as the moment.


Quite what they were thinking some twenty minutes later as Kolisi gathered his green-shirted teammates round him under the posts to preach some words of wisdom after the Springboks had conceded their third try to England within the opening quarter is anyone’s guess. But he believed, the team believed and, after one of the most startling comebacks in the history of the game, the country believed as the Springboks fought back to win the first Test, 42–39.


Whatever happens over the coming months and years, the Kolisi story will not fade. It was a seminal act in the history not only of the Springboks but also of South Africa. Much as the ’95 triumph and the Mandela jig of delight on the podium provided rich Hollywood source material for Invictus (starring Matt Damon as Pienaar), so you might imagine that Kolisi’s journey from the impoverished Port Elizabeth township of Zwide, where his favourite ‘toy’ was a mere brick, to leading the Springboks might also one day be turned into a film.


It is a remarkable achievement, Kolisi rising from a place where getting a scrap of food on the table was the main objective of the day. ‘Times were tough when I was little and often there wasn’t food,’ said Kolisi. ‘I would go to bed starving. Sometimes we didn’t have enough money to pay my primary school fees, which were only R50 [£3] a year.’


The mighty Springboks belonged to another realm of experience.


‘You don’t have those dreams when you are in a township,’ said Kolisi, as honest and articulate in his comments as he is in his play, only realising of such possibilities when he was spotted by a talent scout and offered a scholarship to the prestigious Grey School in Port Elizabeth. ‘That was when I started dreaming differently. From the first time I picked up a rugby ball and ran with it, I wanted to wear that green jersey. I remember my heart became so hot I wanted to burst with excitement.’
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Siya Kolisi (right), the first non-white Springbok captain, sings the national anthem with team mates Tendai Mtawarira and Bongi Mbonambi (left), Ellis Park, 9 June 2018.





Those who were closest to him in those days recognised a depth of character that was to take him far, even if that evidence had an inauspicious start when Kolisi joined his new classmates as a 14-year-old for a routine Test where they jumped into the Grey HS pool for a 30-length exercise. Kolisi did not demur, even though he couldn’t actually swim. ‘Siya sank straight to the bottom but when he was pulled out he came up with a smile on his face, saying “Jeez, that’s not as easy as it looks,”’ the then Grey HS 1st XV coach Dean Carelse told the Daily Telegraph. ‘Siya embraced every test, every obstacle, every experience.’


Six months later Kolisi was playing for the school water-polo team. Kolisi was one of three boys from the Zwide township who had been spotted by Greys’ coach Andrew Hayidakis, and given bursaries to attend one of the most prestigious schools in the country, the alma mater of England’s Mike Catt as well as South African cricketer Graeme Pollock.


‘He was quite small when he first came to us as a 13-year-old so he had to be smart on the field, boxing clever to put others into space,’ said Carelse who used to help with food and other things, toothpaste even. ‘But Siya always thought of others first, in life as well as in sport.’


But he knew his own mind, too, acutely aware of who he was and where he came from. Carelse used to drop him back to Zwide after training.


‘His township pals would tease him as he got out of the car, telling him that he was too good for them now, going to the big white school,’ said Carelse. ‘Some other boys we had had at Greys in similar situations used to change out of their rugby kit or school uniform before they got back to the township. But not Siya. He was proud of what he was doing and the opportunity he had been given. He has become a cult hero there, a beacon of hope. And he has done it by being himself.’


That singular trait has continued right through his playing career, from the unfussy, grafting figure on the field, doing the basic chores of a flanker without fear or favour, winning turnovers, hitting hard, always putting the team first, to the down-to-earth, measured character thrust into the spotlight, the focus of so much interest for the simple colour of his skin. Yet Kolisi did not waver, did not try to play to the camera or to avoid the significance of the occasion. He recognised that it was a big deal even if his prime focus was the game itself. If Kolisi had been trained by PR experts for weeks – and he wasn’t, relying instead on the shrewd, empathetic influence of the Springbok management led by head coach, Rassie Erasmus – he could not have handled it better. You can’t fake sincerity.


‘I hope I get to inspire not only black people but every South African because I don’t only represent black people but the whole country,’ said Kolisi as he prepared to lead the Springboks for the first time. ‘Saturday will be the first time when everything comes together and I realise how big this moment is. Ellis Park is a really special field, to sing the national anthem and it is sent out equally from the people. You are staring at the crowd and you see the whole of South Africa in front of you, all different races, all different colours, it is really beautiful. It is one of the most beautiful things I have ever seen. It feels like this is a new beginning for all of us, that we are all in the same boat. I don’t shy away from where I have come from and I’m aware that my story is a typical South African story in some ways. It’s my motivation. Yes, being a professional sportsman can be tough and occasionally you question if it’s all worth it. But then I just think about where I’ve come from and about the people that look up to me. For me to be able to help people inspired by me, I have to play every week. That is my duty. I tell my team-mates that you should never play just to represent one group. You can’t play to be the best black player or to be the best white player to appeal to a community; you have to play to be the best for every South African. We represent something much bigger than we can imagine.’


South Africa agrees, from respected commentator Mark Keohane, who believes that Erasmus did more for the future of Springbok rugby in the space of a month in and around the England Test series than any of his predecessors with his enlightened and sincere commitment to having 50 per cent representation by the 2019 World Cup while also being successful on the field, to respected local journalist Simnikiwe Xabanisa, who spoke from the heart when writing after that dramatic first Test:


‘I have written about rugby for 18 years and in that time I have seen some serious lows and been privileged enough to have written about a World Cup final [2007] that the Springboks won. But even that pales in significance to reporting on yesterday’s game [the first Test] – at long last I feel like I belong.’


Winning hearts and minds as well as Test matches, Kolisi is quite an act.
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Kolisi in action for the Stormers during their Super Rugby 29–17 victory over the Bulls at Newlands Stadium in May 2018.









A New Women’s League



TYRRELLS PREMIER 15s


by SARA ORCHARD




‘We wanted to put in place a competition that was aspirational for younger players. We hope to double the number of women and girls playing the game over the next four years to 50,000 players.’





Top-flight women’s club rugby in England was revamped and given a new identity in the 2017–18 season. A new league was launched and, having attracted its own sponsor, the Tyrrells Premier 15s was born. The ten teams that competed had won franchises following a selection process by the RFU. Amongst a number of guarantees, each club had to offer its players physiotherapy and medical support, and have a stadium that had the capability to broadcast its matches live. The RFU invested £2.4m into the league over three years, with the aim of reducing the performance gap between the England XV and the club game.


At the September launch of the league the RFU’s Director of Professional Rugby, Nigel Melville, explained: ‘We wanted to put in place a competition that was aspirational for younger players. We hope to double the number of women and girls playing the game over the next four years to 50,000 players and a lot of them will want to participate in this league.’


Former England international Danielle Waterman knew that top-level domestic rugby for women in England had to evolve: ‘Until this season, the women’s club game had been reliant mainly on volunteers delivering the programmes at each club. Although many have done an excellent job, by offering these as paid positions, people have the opportunity to focus more on the role they have, and are also accountable for performance and delivery.’
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Marlie Packer of Saracens is tackled by Shaunagh Brown of Harlequins during the Premier 15s Final, 29 April 2018.
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Representatives of (from left) Bristol, Gloucester–Hartpury, Worcester, Saracens, Loughborough, Harlequins, Wasps, Darlington Mowden Park, Waterloo and Richmond at the launch of the Tyrrells Premier 15s, September 2017.





‘Now not only international players have access to strength and conditioning programmes, video analysis, regular coaching outside of designated club time, physiotherapy and medical cover. It means clubs are producing better athletes within our game and that in turn is increasing the standard across the league.’


The Rugby Football Union’s women’s head of performance, Nicky Ponsford, has frequently spoken about how different women’s sports have come together to share best practice and how rugby union has learnt from its sporting sisters. The Premier 15s was part created in response to the success seen in other revamped women’s leagues, in particular the Women’s Super Leagues in football and netball, along with the popularity of top-flight competitions in hockey and cricket.


The Premier 15s remains amateur but many clubs made statements with high-profile player moves across the league. Richmond captured the signing of former France captain Gaelle Mignot while new entrant to the leagues Loughborough Lightning persuaded England captain Sarah Hunter to join as a player–coach from Bristol.


Saracens Women’s coach Rob Cain was impressed with both the international and domestic talent that the Premier 15s attracted: ‘Harlequins signing Aldora Itunu from New Zealand’s victorious World Cup-winning side along with England’s Abbie Scott were significant. Then there was Gloucester–Hartpury signing England’s Sarah Bern and Bianca Blackburn. Wasps signed a few England players, in particular Nolli [Danielle] Waterman and I imagine we [Saracens] took everyone by surprise by resigning Poppy Cleall and signing Marlie Packer.’


On the subject of securing Red Roses flanker Packer, Cain said he was determined to bring her to Saracens from Bristol: ‘It was the right time for both her and the club. Marlie has some wonderful qualities that I have always admired and wanted to have at Saracens.’ Packer was persuaded by Cain to make the shift to Saracens despite still living in the West Country and commuting to North London for games and training. Luckily she could do most of her travelling in her work van from Home Serve, for whom she still works as a plumber.
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Beth Stott’s penalty gave Waterloo Ladies a 3–0 half-time lead during the Tyrrells Premier 15 game at the Memorial Ground, on 16 September 2017, the new league’s opening day. Saracens took the game 22–13 after a late comeback.





Cain explained his pursuit of Packer, a 2014 World Cup winner with England, was for more than just her experience and physicality on the rugby pitch: ‘With such a young squad she was able to be a natural leader. I have been lucky enough to have worked with some of the best sevens and XVs players and she is right up there with the best of them.’


Packer would join a dominant Saracens back row alongside the Cleall sisters, identical twins Poppy and Bryony. The partnership between the three would prove significant in the success Saracens would enjoy as the season progressed.


Meanwhile Waterman’s move from Bristol to Wasps was another high-profile switch. The 2014 World Cup winner wanted to move closer to London but the draw of Wasps coach Giselle Mather persuaded her to go to Wasps: ‘Out of all the clubs in the area, the main pull was Giselle. She is an incredible coach and people-manager, and I have loved the time playing under her so far.’


The RFU would stream at least five of the matches while Sky Sports also committed to broadcasting the final. Media interest rose in comparison to the old Women’s Premiership and the Harlequins joint head coach Gary Street joked at one point that he had friends who didn’t even know that there had been a women’s league before the Tyrrells Premier 15s was launched.


With an increase in funding and media interest, Harlequins Ladies set themselves the target of attracting a record crowd for a domestic women’s club game. They selected their home fixture with local rivals Richmond in March 2018 to try and fill the stands at the Twickenham Stoop. It was difficult to stand up previous women’s club records as many matches were not ticketed or were played as double-headers with men’s fixtures. The Harlequins–Richmond match attracted 4,542 and has now set the benchmark for future seasons.


The league’s format followed that of the men’s Premiership. After 18 rounds in which the ten sides all played each other home and away once, the top four went into the semi-finals. Differences from the men’s league were that the semis would be played over two legs and no team would be relegated for three years.


All four semi-finalists hailed from the south of England: Saracens, Harlequins, Wasps and Gloucester–Hartpury. The southern flavour to the table did raise questions of a north–south divide in the league with Nigel Melville confirming that the RFU would look at this. Whilst praise was heaped on the newly formed Loughborough Lightning outfit that eventually finished fifth in the table, Melville suggested that when the league was reviewed the authorities would not be afraid of debating drafting players in order to even out any geographical differences. However, at the time of writing this remained a discussion point rather than a proposed action.


The first semi-final saw Saracens, who finished top of the regular table, take on Gloucester–Hartpury who had finished fourth. The north London side were convincing winners across the two legs, coming away with a 62–0 victory on the road and then 45–26 at home. Meanwhile Harlequins, who finished second, played out two close matches with Wasps in third. Just six points separated the sides in the first leg, which Quins won 25–19, before upping the intensity to come away 22–7 winners in the second leg.


The very first Tyrrells Premier 15s final between the two London clubs would be played at the Ealing Trailfinders ground on Sunday 29 April. Although there wasn’t a defending champion, Harlequins Ladies were the last club to lift the old Women’s Premiership title. The match referee was Sarah Cox, England’s highest-ranking female official, who had only recently returned from taking control of the Commonwealth Games Women’s Rugby Sevens final on the Gold Coast.
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Lottie Clapp of Saracens Women scores their second try during the Tyrrells Premier 15s Final with Harlequins Ladies at the Ealing Trailfinders ground, 29 April 2018.
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We are delighted to be supporting Wooden Spoon and would like to thank everyone for their dedication and devotion. If you would like to find out more about Artemis, please contact your financial adviser, call 0800 092 2051 or visit artemisfunds.com
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The value of investments may go down as well as up and you may not get back the amount you orginally invested. Issued by Artemis Fund Managers Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. For your protection calls are usually recorded.
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Lotte Clapp of Saracens celebrates with her teammates after victory in the Tyrrells Premier 15s Final v. Harlequins Ladies.





Some 2,000 fans turned out for the fixture to see Saracens eventually prevail 24–20 in a closely fought seven-try battle. Both sides were flooded with international talent. Sarries included seven England stars in their starting XV and it will come as little surprise that the signing of Marlie Packer paid dividends for the victors as she put in a Player of the Match final performance.
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Saracens Sport Foundation aims to provide people of all ages with
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resilience, selfconfidence, ambition and discipline. Sport has the
ability o make a difference in people’s lives that goes well beyond
the sporting field. Saracens Sport Foundation works to make this
difference for the most marginalised in society within the North
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how you can support our work, visit www.saracenssportfoundation.org
or call us on 02036 757 243
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Wooden Spoon’s vision s to give every child and young person, no
matter what their background, access to the same opportunities. The charity
is inspired and motivated by its rugby heritage and, with the tireless support
of volunteers and the rugby community, it continues its vital work to
transform the lives of children and young people with a disability or facing
disadvantage.

As the children’s rugby charity, Wooden Spoon uses the power of
rugby to support a wide range of projects that are not just rugby focused;
from sensory rooms, specialist playgrounds and sports activity areas to
respite and medical centres and community based projects. In 2018 Wooden
Spoon celebrated 35 years since its formation, during which time it has
distributed in excess of £26 million to more than 700 projects, helping more
than one million children and young people with disabilities or facing
disadvantage across the UK and Ireland.

2019 is going to be an exciting year for Wooden Spoon as it takes on
its toughest challenge yet in April 2019 when a team of intrepid volunteers
will be tackling Mount Everest and attempting to break two Guinness World
Records whilst raising more than £200,000 for the charity. Please join me in
supporting Wooden Spoon this year and beyond, to ensure that they continue
to help change the lives of disadvantaged and disabled children living in
your local community.

As Patron of Wooden Spoon I wish everyone involved great success
and enjoyment through your fundraising efforts. 1 would also like to thank
you for your dedicated interest and enthusiasm. This a unique and vibrant
charity that will continue to achieve a lot more with your support, changing
children’s lives through the power of rugby.






OEBPS/images/f0005-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0005-04.png





OEBPS/images/f0005-02.png





OEBPS/images/f0005-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/ch01.png
COMMENT
& FEATURES





OEBPS/images/half.png
‘u) Wooden Spoon

RUGBYWORLD
Yearbook 2019





OEBPS/images/title.png
‘u) Wooden Spoon

The children’s charity of rugby

RUGBYWORLD
Yearbook 2019

EEEEEE

PPPPPPPPPPP





