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Introduction





As a child, I learned to sew and craft from some wonderfully inspiring books, most of which still live, battered and treasured, on my shelves today. It’s been a dream of mine to one day create my own craft book, hoping to inspire creativity and the love of making as I was once inspired.


Felt is the loveliest material to work with, soft and stable, easy to cut and stitch, and a good base for embroidery. Its wide variety of colors makes it perfect for ornaments to suit any occasion or season. There’s something particularly delightful about making small things. Their size also makes them quick to complete and very portable—you can keep all your pieces and a few hand tools in a small box or tray and take it to your favorite chair or even out into the garden.


When you’ve filled your home with your colorful creations, a handmade ornament makes a special and thoughtful gift, and being small and light, they are perfect for sending in the mail.


The patterns in this book are based on the seasons and are suitable for decorating and gifting all year round as well as at Christmas. I’ve suggested a color palette in the materials list for each season, but these can be interchanged and, of course, replaced with your own choice of colors.


Felt ornaments are the ideal project for beginners or more experienced makers. If you’re a beginner, I recommend starting with the easier patterns such as the Bird (here), Vintage Caravan (here), or Toadstool (here), building your confidence before trying the more intricate designs such as the Dancing Doll (here) and Toy Soldier (here).


I hope these patterns are just the beginning of your felt-stitching journey and that you’ll add your own ideas and personality to make them your own.


Happy hand stitching,
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Felt ornaments are an easy-to-make and thoughtful gift, no matter the season. Use them as décor, gift tags, small toys, and more!
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Materials & Tools





FELT


Felt is a joy to work with; it’s soft, tactile, and available in a range of beautiful colors. Wool felt or wool-blend felt give the best results when making ornaments. I like to use the sturdy wool-blend, sometimes called “heathered” felt, for the main parts and backs of my ornaments as it gives a nice firm edge when cut and stitched.


Felt is available in squares as well as by the yard or meter, so you can get just enough for your project and save any offcuts to build up your collection of scraps for future use.


FABRIC


Some of the ornaments in this book have small panels of printed fabric set behind the felt, usually for windows. Scraps of cotton fabric such as quilting cotton are best, and they can be stiffened with a fusible web. Try to find fabrics with really tiny dots or patterning so that it’s to scale with the ornament.


THREAD


I use stranded cotton embroidery thread for all my stitching. A single strand is strong enough to sew ornaments together, and with so many different shades, it’s easy to match it with your felt colors. Some of the embroidery stitches call for two or three strands, and you can also blend separate colored strands in the needle for different effects. Always choose a good quality brand as cheap thread can break and tangle more easily, and the color may fade more quickly.


FIBER FILLING


Any wool or polyester filling works well, and you only need a tiny amount for each ornament. I often buy pillows from thrift store to cut open and use the filling, as this is more economical and environmentally friendly than buying similar filling sold for toymaking.
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The materials for making felt ornaments can be found at your local craft store or online. Felt sheets come in a variety of colors, and it’s easy to coordinate matching thread and accent fabrics.
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It’s helpful to have scissors for dedicated purposes. Use embroidery scissors for snipping threads, sharp scissors for cutting felt, and reserve inexpensive scissors for cutting paper templates as they’ll dull over time.





SCISSORS


Having nice, sharp scissors handy will help you make neat and tidy cuts while making your ornaments. I recommend having the following types available:


• A medium-sized pair of pointed blades for cutting out your felt pieces (mine are 5″ [(12–13cm] long).


• A small pair of embroidery scissors for snipping threads as you are sewing and cutting smaller felt pieces.


• An old or inexpensive pair of scissors for cutting out your templates. Don’t use your sharp fabric scissors for paper, as it will dull them over time.


NEEDLES


Crewel needles work well as they have a sharp point and a long eye that makes it easier to thread with multiple strands. I use a 1″ (4cm) crewel needle for most of my embroidery and stitching, using one strand of thread, and a 2″ (5cm) crewel needle for blanket stitching with three strands of thread.


PINS


Keep a few pins handy while you make your ornaments. I like to use long pins with large or flat heads as they are easy to handle.


GLUE


Glue is useful to hold tiny pieces like the bunting flags in position before stitching. I use a thick white PVA glue sold as felt glue at many craft stores. You could also use a glue pen, which makes positioning the glue easier.


STUFFING STICK


Any long thin implement without a sharp point can be used to push the filling into place, such as a thin wooden dowel or the handle of a fine paintbrush.







Techniques





CUTTING


All of the templates included in the pattern template section of this book (here) are printed in actual size. Trace them carefully onto thin paper with a fine-point pen or sharp pencil. Marking accurate lines on felt can be tricky due to its fuzzy surface, so it’s easier to pin the paper templates directly to the felt and cut around them.
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