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      Ghislaine Maxwell, 38, Sotheby’s vintage clothing sale 1999 
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      Ghislaine Maxwell, 29, Moschino photoshoot 1990 
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      Introduction 


      



      



      



      Multi-millionaire British socialite Ghislaine Maxwell seemed to live a charmed
 life. Based in New York, she was seen at all the best parties, not only in
 Manhattan but around the globe. Her friends included Presidents Donald Trump
 and Bill Clinton, along with just about everyone on the A-list worldwide. One
 of her oldest and closest friends was billionaire Jeffery Epstein, who had
 pleaded guilty to soliciting prostitution from a minor in Florida in 2008 under
 state law and received a light sentence. But to those in café society in Manhattan that did not really matter. There were other accusations
 against Epstein—some implicating Maxwell—but Epstein had more than enough money to keep his accusers at bay, for a time
 at least. 
            


      Unfortunately, Epstein and Maxwell had another friend—Prince Andrew, Duke of York, the second son of the Queen of England. In July
 2019 Epstein was again arrested, but on far more serious federal sex
 trafficking charges involving the abuse of minors. He died mysteriously
 awaiting trial in jail a month later. Andrew then made the mistake of going on
 British television in an attempt to draw a line under his association with
 Epstein. 
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      1993, Ghislaine and Epstein first meet Bill Clinton as Epstein makes a donation
 to the refurbishment of the White House. She will later also befriend Chelsea
 Clinton. 
            


      



      This drew attention to a photograph that had first been published in 2011. It
 showed a young woman named Virginia Roberts, who later took the married name
 Giuffre. Standing next to her, with his arm around her waist, was Prince
 Andrew. In the background was Ghislaine Maxwell. According to Virginia Roberts
 Giuffre, the picture had been taken in Maxwell’s London home and the man behind the camera was Epstein. 
            


      Giuffre’s said that she had been recruited by Maxwell at the age of fifteen as a sex
 slave for Epstein. She said that they had brought her over to London, age
 seventeen, to have sex with Prince Andrew—the first of three occasions. Maxwell denied this, saying she hardly knew the
 girl though she had settled a defamation case with her. Andrew said he had
 never met Miss Roberts and did not remember the photograph being taken,
 implying that it had been faked. 
            



      



      



      
[image: 1995_Mar_a_Lago_party.png]




      Ghislaine and Epstein at a Mar-a-Lago party, 1995—federal charges brought against Ghislaine covered the years 1994-1997, 2001 and
 2004 
            


      



      But Epstein was dead. Andrew was in England, beyond the jurisdiction of US
 courts, and was implicitly claiming some sort of royal privilege. Maxwell was
 at large in the US, so the young women who claimed that they had been victims
 of Epstein turned their fire on Maxwell, who they claimed had been his
 procurer. She went to ground. 
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Future President Donald Trump out on the town with Ghislaine, 1997




      



      The FBI were not to be denied though. Once a grand jury had handed down an
 indictment, they tracked her down in July 2020. Previous charges against
 Maxwell had been settled out of court. This time, though, she faced federal
 charges. There was, as always, the possibility of a plea bargain. 
            


      Immediately there was speculation that she would throw Prince Andrew under the
 bus. Or Bill Clinton, or then President Donald Trump, who said: ‘I wish her well’. Explaining his remark, he told Axios on HBO: ‘Her boyfriend died in jail and people are still trying to figure out, how did it
 happen? Was it suicide? Was he killed? And I do wish her well. I’m not looking for anything bad for her.’ Was that a veiled threat as Maxwell was being held in the same detention center
 where Epstein had died less than a year earlier? 
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      Ghislaine and her university friend Prince Andrew, the Queen of England’s favorite son,  
            


      
at the horse races at Royal Ascot, 2000




      



      Or, if she persisted in pleading not guilty, would they be called as witnesses—either for the prosecution or the defense—ensuring that the hearings will be the trial of the century? Meanwhile Prince
 Andrew was staying schtum. 
            


      The deeper question remains: how was it that a woman born to wealth and
 privilege, who rubbed shoulders with royalty and was the toast of the champagne
 circuit, has been brought so low? Hubris or Nemesis? 
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      Tuckedaway 


      



      



      



      The residents of the sleepy town of Bradford, New Hampshire were woken at around
 5am on July 2, 2020 by two small planes buzzing overhead. Puzzled residents
 began calling one another to try and find out what was going on. In a town with
 one set of traffic lights where nothing ever happens, something was afoot. A
 convoy was assembling. One local drove down to where some fifteen vehicles were
 lined up and demanded to know who they were and what they were doing. He was
 told they were from the New England Aerial Map Society. 
            


      Unfortunately, the local was an expert on geology and maps. It was what he did
 for a living and he knew that the New England Aerial Map Society did not exist.
 He asked to see inside their van, but was told it was off limits. Unwilling to
 be fobbed off, his wife called the police. But they were already there. The
 night before, the FBI had asked the local police and other agencies to join
 them on a dawn raid on a local mansion. 
            


      At 8.20am, the convoy set off into the New Hampshire woods. Heading a quarter of
 a mile up a steep dirt road, they passed a granite slab with name ‘Tuckedaway’ carved in it. They were then halted by brand new metal security gates. An FBI
 agent cut through the padlock. Then twenty-four agents stormed the $1-million
 home beyond. Two officers from the Internet Crimes Against Children task force
 were also on hand. Through a window, the agents saw a women wearing a T-shirt
 and jogging bottoms. She ignored their instructions to open the door and fled
 into an interior room, slamming a door behind her. 
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2020, The cathedral living room of ‘Tuckedaway’, Ghislaine Maxwell’s hiding place in New Hampshire where she lived as ‘Jen Marshall’ with her husband




      This was no courtesy call and the FBI did not knock politely on the front door.
 Instead they used a battering ram to smash it down along with half the front
 wall, unhindered by the British ex-military personnel hired to guard the
 property. Bursting into the room where the fugitive had sought sanctuary, the
 FBI quickly handcuffed her. By 8.38am, she was in custody. 
            


      ‘Strangely, she didn’t seem to have much reaction. It was like it wasn’t registering with her,’ said an arresting officer. 
            


      Although the woman in custody was not one of America’s Most Wanted, she was notorious and had somehow eluded the authorities for
 nearly a year. This was British socialite Ghislaine Maxwell, the former
 girlfriend and confidante of billionaire pedophile Jeffery Epstein who died in
 jail on August 10, 2019. There were rumors that she was in a hideaway in
 Brazil, a safe house in Israel, or even in Russia where NSA whistleblower
 Edward Snowden had sought refuge. Closer to home she had been reported living
 in the quiet Massachusetts seaside town of Manchester-by-the-Sea in the mansion
 of former boyfriend Scott Borgerson, who denied any contact. Then a picture of
 her eating a burger and fries outside In-N-Out Burger in Los Angeles emerged,
 but the photograph had clearly been set up.  
            


      Dutch investigator Hank van Ess claimed on Twitter that he had mapped Maxwell’s movements across the US for fifty days from Doylestown, Pennsylvania, where
 she had visited a Dunkin’ Donuts in the fall, to Bedford, New Hampshire, near where she was arrested. He
 described how he had first managed to identify her IP address by establishing
 that emails to her now defunct TerraMar Project and messages sent to another of
 her email addresses were being opened by the same mobile phone. This allowed
 him to establish which cell tower she was near and plot her locations on a map.
  
            


      
During a search of her house, FBI agents found a cell phone wrapped in tin foil,
 perhaps in the mistaken belief that this would shield it from detection. On her
 bedside table they found a copy of the book Relentless Pursuit: My Fight for the Victims of Jeffrey Epstein by Bradley Edwards, a lawyer who represented fifty-six of Epstein’s alleged victims. 
            



      ‘It’s hard to tell exactly why she wanted to know what it was that I knew about her
 in the book,’ the author said. 
            


      
Others familiar with her predicament thought it was odd that she had remained in
 America. Maxwell had been born in France and had a French passport. France does
 not have an extradition treaty with the US. If she had fled there, the American
 authorities would not have been able to get her back. Indeed, in June, the Sun reported she was spending lockdown in a flat in Paris’ luxurious 8th Arrondissement owned by a wealthy France-based contact who knew
 she was laying low. As it was, she remained in the US, moving house as many
 thirty-six times during the year she was on the run. 
            



      ‘I would say she moved around three times a month. She took flights as well,’ a friend said: ‘Ghislaine has been constantly on the move throughout the last year. She would
 stay in properties for a few days or a week. Security guards were by her side
 due to death threats. She was never running from the Feds. She was running from
 journalists and crazy people who wanted to kill her. It was a serious problem.
 Her location was on a need-to-know basis.’



      She visited Denver, Colorado, where the law firm representing her was based. She
 eventually settled in a hideaway in New Hampshire, along with a pet cat and two
 dogs, where she spent her days cooking and exercising and read a book written
 by British Prime Minister Boris Johnson—they were undergraduates at the same time at Balliol College, Oxford. 
            


      ‘She did go out, but not often,’ the friend said. ‘Obviously, with the Coronavirus, people were wearing masks—it made things easier for her.’ 



      While Maxwell kept her head down, Lois Kilnapp, the boss of the town’s recycling tip, said a long-haired British man, aged around forty, had been
 coming from the mansion to dump since December. She knew he was from 338 East
 Washington Road—where Maxwell was later found—because she issued him with a $1 recycling permit for his pick-up truck. 
            


      ‘I became very friendly with him. He was a bit of a character and I like
 characters,’ said Kilnapp. ‘He was always smiling. I used to joke with him that he was the ‘Duke of Sussex’ because he led me to believe that he owned the home.’



      In March, he told her he was heading back to the UK. He then introduced a second
 Brit to her, a man aged around fifty, who took over recycling duties. 
            


      ‘This guy wasn’t as outgoing. He didn’t really like to talk,’ Kilnapp said. ‘Both men were big, rugged guys. I would guess that they were ex-military.’ 



      When Maxwell was arrested, a British man named Martin was found living in a
 guesthouse in the grounds. He was a security guard from a UK firm. Described as
 a ‘former Special Forces soldier,’ he had been working there since at least March. The guard told the FBI that the
 defendant had not left the property during his time working there and he had
 been sent to make purchases for the property using a credit card. 
            


      
The security firm was thought to have sent three or four British ex-servicemen
 to the property on rotation. The Sun on Sunday claimed Maxwell paid British veterans’ firm The Next Step nearly $250,000. Run by an ex-SAS commando, it provided
 advice on ‘preservation of life’ and how to ‘relocate,’ but denied sending security to protect her. 
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2001, The infamous picture upstairs in Ghislaine’s London house. Prince Andrew on the left, Ghislaine on the right and Virginia
 Giuffre in the middle. She recalled Epstein taking the picture on her visit to
 London.




      



      Special Agent William Sweeney, assistant director in charge of the FBI’s New York office, said: ‘We have been discreetly keeping tabs on Maxwell’s whereabouts as we worked this investigation and more recently we learned she
 had slithered away to a gorgeous property in New Hampshire, continuing to live
 a life of privilege while her victims lived with the trauma inflicted upon them
 years ago. We moved when we were ready.’



      A source familiar with the hunt for Maxwell said: ‘This has taken millions of dollars and hundreds of man hours. At least five
 million bucks, maybe more. The FBI has been tracking her for a year. They had
 her, then they lost her. She was in Colorado and Wyoming then they lost her
 until she showed up in New Hampshire. It’s been a high-stakes game of cat and mouse. 
            


      ‘They had to build a case and put it in front of a grand jury. These things take
 time. She slipped through the net once but as soon as the grand jury came back
 with an indictment ten days ago, it was on.’



      The federal charges on the indictment included one count of enticing a minor to
 travel to engage in illegal sex acts, one count of transporting a minor with
 the intent to engage in criminal sexual activity, and two counts of conspiracy
 concerning three victims—one of whom was thought to be Annie Farmer who claimed she was assaulted by
 Maxwell and Epstein at the age of sixteen. These offenses had taken place from
 at least 1994, when Maxwell had just moved to live in New York, through at
 least 1997. Then there were two counts of perjury made in sworn depositions in
 2016 concerning a defamation case brought against her by Virginia Roberts
 Giuffre, the seventeen-year-old girl pictured with Ghislaine and Prince Andrew
 in Maxwell’s townhouse in London, England. The defamation case was settled out of court,
 but the depositions Maxwell had made now roared back to life as criminal
 charges. 
            


      Maxwell had relatively recently moved to the luxury four-bedroom, mountain-top
 property set in 156-acres of woodland. She paid $1 million cash through a
 limited company in December to hide her identity. The broker who made the sale
 claimed that a British man attended the viewing and had put the company name
 Granite Reality LLC on the purchasing paperwork. The company was registered to
 an address in Boston shared by several companies including a law firm which had
 previously acted on behalf of Ms Maxwell. 
            


      ‘They said they didn’t want her name known, so I thought it must be a movie star,’ said the broker. ‘She wanted to know what the flight patterns were over the house, which was very
 strange.’



      The property had formerly been occupied by hikers and ramblers, and other people
 who wanted to spend time in the great outdoors. Hidden way, it was the perfect
 bolt hole. The realtors described the fantastic views from every room to Mt
 Sunapee foothills to the west. 
            


      Their website said: ‘From the covered front porch to ceiling fieldstone fireplace, cathedral ceiling,
 and a spectacular chandelier, a wall of glass frames a stunning southwestern
 view beyond the stone patio.’ Sotheby’s called it ‘an amazing retreat for the nature lover who also wants total privacy.’



      According to US Attorney Alison Moe, Maxwell posed as a journalist named Jen
 Marshall to secretly purchase the sprawling New Hampshire hideaway where she
 was arrested.  
            


      ‘The real estate agent told the FBI agent the buyers for the house introduced
 themselves as Scott and Jen Marshall. Both had British accents,’ said Moe. ‘Scott Marshall told her he was retired from the British military and was
 currently working on a book. Jen Marshall described herself as a journalist.
 They told the agent they wanted to purchase the property quickly through a wire
 and they were setting up an LLC.’



      The realtor realized Jen Marshall’s true identity after seeing a picture of Maxwell. 
            


      Federal prosecutors said Maxwell had changed her phone number and email address,
 and had deliveries addressed to another name.  
            


      Dick Morris, a carpenter who lived nearby, said: ‘I heard what I first thought was a para plane, basically an engine with a seat
 and parachute, which is common around here. You hear one for ten minutes and it’s gone. But this went on and on. 
            


      ‘I went out to load my truck at 7am and the plane was still going. I thought, ‘What the heck is this guy doing buzzing around and around?’ I peered up through the trees and caught a glimpse of a small Cessna-type plane
 high up and buzzing in a wide circle. 
            


      ‘Then I noticed another plane so there were two of them, like opposite sides of a
 circle, this high-altitude circle of planes buzzing around and around. Later I
 realized it had to be the FBI making sure she didn’t leave before the raid team got there.’



      Following the high-stakes drama of the arrest, enforcement officers went out of
 their way to behave correctly. When the door was broken down, the terrified cat
 took off into the woods around her home which were inhabited by bears and
 porcupines.  
            


      
‘There were security people and highly paid lawyers out there looking in the
 woods. No-one wanted any harm to come to this poor creature,’ a source close to the investigation told the Daily Mail. ‘The irony is, the front door was unlocked so there was no reason to smash it
 down with a battering ram and cause so much chaos and damage. It was overkill
 and the poor cat was an innocent victim.’




      The search went on for four days before the cat was found. The animal has been
 treated kindly and seems not to have suffered too much during its ordeal.  
            


      The same could not be said for Ms Maxwell who had been wrenched from the world
 of wealth and privilege she had enjoyed all her life. 
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Merrimack County Jail.




      



      Multi-millionaire Ghislaine Maxwell had been taken from the comfort of her
 mansion to Merrimack County Jail twenty miles away in Boscawen, New Hampshire.
 The reception there was bleak. An insider at the prison said: ‘The general opinion of her at Merrimack was that she’s a snooty rich b****. Nobody wanted anything to do with her.’
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      Jailbird 


      



      



      



      After four sleepless nights in the county jail, Maxwell was transported,
 handcuffed and shackled, to the Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn,
 where she was given a humiliating strip search and cavity examination. Gone
 were her Prada dresses and her Louboutin shoes. Her orange polyester jumpsuit
 was made of paper clothing as she was considered a suicide risk and she was
 given prison-issue slippers. Otherwise, one pair of trainers were allowed a
 year. It was a far cry from the stylish outfits she was accustomed to. 
            


      At first she was held in isolation in an 8ft by 10ft cell, furnished with a
 flimsy mattress, a blanket and a pillow—but no sheet. No personal possessions were permitted, though she was allowed a
 radio or MP3 player. A towel and a government-approved hygiene kit were
 supplied. She was woken at 6am and had to make her own bed by 7.30. Inmates
 were locked down for twenty-three hours a day. Her one hour of recreation took
 place in a small caged area close to her cell. 
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Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn, one of the toughest jails in New York
 City




      



      The then US Attorney General William Barr personally called prosecutors in the
 Southern District of Manhattan to say no harm must come to her. To keep her
 safe, she was moved from cell to cell. Sometimes she had a cellmate, sometimes
 not. 
            


      Former prison governor Cameron Lindsay previously said that the risks for a
 high-profile inmate like Maxwell are real. 
            


      ‘To take someone out like that, that would be a badge of honor in the subculture
 of prisons,’ he said. 
            


      One of the inmates, however, reported: ‘She was in deep shock at first, but she is getting better each day. She is not a
 whiner or complainer.’



      However her hair was unkempt and her nails unmanicured. Her phone calls were
 limited to fifteen minutes each, with a maximum of three hundred minutes
 allowed per month, and she was banned from having any ‘nude or sexually suggestive’ photos, according to Federal Bureau of Prisons regulations. 
            


      
The Brooklyn Metropolitan Detention Center was not the same detention center
 where Epstein was held. But it was no better. A dusty lockup adjacent to the
 waterfront and expressway in Sunset Park, it’s a place so notorious that a magistrate judge once said she was reluctant to
 send women there because of the ‘unconscionable’ conditions. It has been the subject of numerous complaints and scrutiny that
 rivaled that of the rat-infested federal Metropolitan Correctional Center
 lockup in Lower Manhattan where Epstein lost his life. Former inmates include
 Donald Trump’s lawyer and fixer Michael Cohen, firebrand minister Al Sharpton, British
 terrorist Abid Naseer, and R&B star R. Kelly, also there on charges ofsex trafficking underage girls. 



      Over the years, federal investigators have concluded the Brooklyn jail was among
 the worst in the US Bureau of Prisons system. Prisoners have been beaten,
 raped, or held in inhumane conditions. In early 2019, hundreds of inmates at
 this detention center were locked shivering in their cells for at least a week
 after an electrical fire knocked out power in the building. The inmates spent
 some of the coldest days of the winter in darkness, without heating or hot
 water. Inmates die with regularity. 
            


      Cheryl Pollak, the federal magistrate in Brooklyn who visited the facility,
 found that 161 female inmates were held in two large rooms that lacked windows,
 fresh air or sunlight, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, and weren’t allowed out to exercise. 
            


      ‘Some of these conditions wouldn’t surprise me if we were dealing with a prison in Turkey or a Third World
 Country,’ she said. ‘It’s hard for me to believe it’s going on in a federal prison.’



      Maxwell was lucky in one way though. The correctional facility was ill-equipped
 to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic cases. But as she was to be held in solitary
 confinement, the late fifty-something year old was more protected from
 infection than her fellow Brooklyn inmates. Otherwise, inmates were locked down
 with bunk beds barely six feet apart, unable to leave their bunks except to use
 the bathroom or shower. They weren’t given gloves, hand sanitizer, or disinfectant wipes. Those suffering from
 symptoms couldn’t be tested. 
            


      Clearly Maxwell was not used to such harsh conditions, even though she had been
 to a British boarding school which many offending alumni said prepared them for
 prison life.  
            


      In a desperate bid to get her out, her lawyers proposed that she be released on
 a $5 million bond under some conditions, including that she be placed under GPS
 monitoring. The bail application was signed by six of her associates, including
 two of her sisters, and secured by a $3.75 million property in Britain.  
            


      Maxwell’s lawyers complained that she was being treated as a scapegoat. It was suggested
 by her lawyers that she could be put up in a luxury hotel rather than a jail
 while awaiting trial. 
            


      ‘On August 10, 2019, Epstein died in federal custody, and the media focus quickly
 shifted to our client – wrongly trying to substitute her for Epstein – even though she’d had no contact with Epstein for more than a decade, had never been charged
 with a crime or been found liable in any civil litigation, and has always
 denied any allegations of claimed misconduct.’



      She insisted her romance with Epstein ended in 2001 and she had not seen him in
 person after 2005 when she was photographed with her at a party. However, court
 filings from the Giuffre defamation case 2015, unsealed on August 9, 2020, the
 day before Epstein’s death, include a log of email communications between Maxwell and Epstein,
 showing they contacted each other between January 6 and January 27, 2015. This
 was around the time when Giuffre launched a defamation suit against Maxwell. 
            


      Details of the content of the emails could not be revealed as Harvard law
 professor Alan Dershowitz was included in one, so they were protected by
 attorney-client privilege. In a court filing against Epstein’s estate in the Virgin Islands, Maxwell claimed she worked for Epstein or his
 companies until 2006. That year, she took fourteen flights on Epstein’s private jet. She flew to Paris on Epstein’s Boeing 727 on his fifty-fourth birthday in January 2007. Whether she flew on
 his jet afterwards couldn’t be established as the following month Epstein’s pilots stopped writing down the names of passengers with a 53-page indictment
 being filed against Epstein in June that year. 
            


      Prosecutors, however, strenuously argued that Maxwell should not be allowed bail
 as she ‘poses an extreme risk of flight’ with extensive international ties and citizenship of two foreign countries. 
            





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/1990_Moschino.jpg





OEBPS/cover.jpeg
GHISLAINE
MAXWELL

NIGEL
CAWTHORNE





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/fonts/Garamond-Bold.TTF


OEBPS/OEBPS/images/2020_Det.png





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/fonts/TimesNewRomanPSMT.ttf


OEBPS/OEBPS/images/2020_Tuckedaway.jpg_large.png





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/fonts/BemboStd.OTF


OEBPS/OEBPS/images/1995_Mar_a_Lago_party.png





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/2000_prince-andrew-ghislaine-maxwell-ascot.png





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/fonts/GillSansMT.TTF


OEBPS/OEBPS/images/1997_Trump.jpg_fit_scale.png





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/2001_The_famous_pic.png





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/2020_Merrimack.png





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/fonts/Garamond.TTF


OEBPS/OEBPS/images/fonts/Garamond-Italic.TTF


OEBPS/OEBPS/images/1993_-_Bill_Clinton.png





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/fonts/TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT.ttf


OEBPS/OEBPS/images/1999_sotheby.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/fonts/Cambria.ttc


