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Praise for Tim Marshall’s bestselling geopolitical series


‘I can’t imagine reading a better book this year.’


–Daily Mirror


‘A superb survey of planetary politics.’


– TLS


‘Insightful, hopeful and endlessly fascinating.’


– Daily Express


‘You will emerge from this brisk, non-partisan study of geopolitics better informed and less entrenched in your armchair general’s view of the world.’


– New Statesman


‘Another outstanding guide to the modern world. Marshall is a master at explaining what you need to know and why.’


– Peter Frankopan, author of The Earth Transformed


‘Marshall’s books are excellent for anyone who takes satisfaction in understanding the world and who harbours a fascination for the shifting alliances . . . A sharp and concise evaluation of today’s geopolitics.’


– Geographical


‘Written with insight and great wit, this is an essential take on power, politics and the future of humanity from the UK’s most popular writer on geopolitics.’


– Daily Telegraph
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INTRODUCTION


There are a lot of questions in this book, and a lot of answers. Those answers are often crucial to understanding major world events of the past and present.


Geography is one of the key factors underpinning current affairs and yet until recently geopolitics had fallen out of fashion. At the turn of the century it was argued that big corporations were replacing the nation state, and that technology was overcoming nature’s barriers. And yet technology has only (occasionally) changed which bits of geography are considered important. For example, in the twentieth century the location of oil drove many countries’ foreign policy, while in the twenty-first century we also need to know where the metals for our renewable energy and AI products come from. Furthermore, the nation state is still with us and nationalism remains a dominant force.


Explaining the importance of geography was the rationale behind the books Prisoners of Geography, The Power of Geography and The Future of Geography. This trilogy seemed to strike a note with a reading audience keen to better understand the forces driving history, the present and the future. The feedback was encouraging, sometimes humbling. Many university students told me they were studying geography, international relations or even international law having been inspired by the books. High praise indeed!


There was also some push back focused on accusations of ‘geographic determinism’ – that giving so much weight to geography did not allow for human agency. However, the books always sought to make clear, and indeed repeatedly stated, that geography is only one factor of many to consider when seeking to explain the ‘why’ of events.


Why did China’s population grow so much? Because the rainfall on the North China Plain allowed two harvests a year. Flowing from that? A lot of history. How could President Putin sell his invasion of Ukraine to the Russian people? Partially by reminding them that the terrain in front of the country’s two main population centres – Moscow and St Petersburg – had historically been controlled by Russia, but if that control was lost then potential enemies could move right up to its borders.


So, to understand the world, we must grasp the importance of India controlling the Andaman Islands, located right by the Malacca Strait through which many of China’s exports pass. We learn the strategic significance of Gotland, a Swedish island in the Baltic Sea. It was always important but when Sweden joined NATO, that importance grew. China and many other countries are building or upgrading ports in Djibouti on the Red Sea. Why? Look at a map and you’ll start to see at least part of the answer take shape.


But why a quiz book? Well, mostly because it’s fun! And if fun can also be informative, then it’s doubly fun. It might inspire an interest in world affairs or challenge the depth of knowledge for those already engaged.


This book is divided up into nine major geographical and geopolitical regions. We start in North America, before moving across to Asia and Europe, down to Africa and the Middle East, then over to Latin America and Oceania before reaching the Poles and then heading up and out – into space. You’ll find a mix of questions on geography, history and politics, including maps, anagrams and visual clues. You’ll test your knowledge not just of the mountains, rivers, seas and deserts, but also the rise and fall of empires, power, politics and the human stories that have shaped the world we see today.


Some questions are easier than others, especially when you know the answer . . . Some may be challenging even for a PhD candidate in International Relations. Some you think you know, you’re sure you know, yes, you know this, it’s . . . Hang on, you know this. Those are the ones you might be able to work out through deduction, and somehow find that thought and drag the memory out from the furthest recesses of your brain. You see – even that’s geography.


I hope you enjoy the quiz. Stuff you get wrong? Potential mistakes by the author? We’re all learning.









QUESTIONS









CHAPTER 1


NORTH AMERICA





1 You are an English settler newly arrived in Jamestown, Virginia, in 1611. You make the decision to journey west and explore the interior of this rich and fertile new land but your party quickly meets a geographical barrier. What is it now known as?


a) The Potomac River


b) The Appalachian Mountains


c) The Adirondack Mountains


d) Bryce Canyon


2 Were you to reach it, to the west lies a broad stretch of fertile flat land, 4,800 km from its southern to northern tip. What is the name of this flat land?


3 Can you identify these US cities from their nicknames?


a) The Big Easy


b) Sin City


c) Emerald City


d) The Magic City


e) The Mile High City


f) The Big Apple


g) City of Brotherly Love


h) The Windy City


i) City of Angels


j) Motor City


4 What are the names of the thirteen British colonies that eventually became the first incarnation of the United States of America as established by the Articles of Confederation, ratified on 1 March 1781?


5 It is September 1777 and the Revolutionary War is raging. You are General Horatio Gates, awaiting instructions on where to position your fortifications against the British troops who are advancing south from Canada. But when your orders arrive they have been encoded. Scribbled next to them is ‘F=6, O=15’.


Can you solve the code and work out where to place your fortifications?


2 5 13 9 19 8 5 9 7 8 20 19 10 21 19


20 19 15 21 20 8 15 6 19 1 18 1 20 15


7 1 15 22 5 18 12 15 15 11 9 14 7 20 8


5 8 21 4 19 15 14 18 9 22 5 18


6 Can you match these famous quotations to the president who said them?


a) ‘The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.’


b) ‘We’ll lead not merely by the example of our power but by the power of our example.’


c) ‘I’ll never tell a lie. I’ll never make a misleading statement. I’ll never betray the confidence that any of you had in me. And I’ll never avoid a controversial issue.’


d) ‘So to all Americans in every city near and far, small and large, from mountain to mountain, and from ocean to ocean, hear these words: You will never be ignored again.’


e) ‘If this capsule history of our progress teaches us anything, it is that man, in his quest for knowledge and progress, is determined and cannot be deterred.’


Joe Biden


Jimmy Carter


John F. Kennedy


Franklin D. Roosevelt


Donald Trump


7 In April 1803, the US government struck a deal with the French government to acquire a territory, which at a stroke effectively doubled the nominal size of the USA. What is its name?


a) The Southwest Expansion


b) The Northwest Expansion


c) The Louisiana Purchase


d) The Missouri Compromise


8 Why was this acquisition so essential?


a) It secured key arable farmland


b) It secured the Mississippi River Basin system


c) It provided revenue from valuable resources, such as timber and coal


d) It weakened the French militarily


9 In relation to this purchase of land, of which city did Thomas Jefferson say: ‘There is on the globe one single spot, the possessor of which is our natural and habitual enemy’?


10 Which famous acronym is a military alliance formed in 1949 that always has an American as its most senior military commander?


11 How many of the 50 states can you label correctly?
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12 A key negotiation known as the Adams–Onís Treaty took place between the USA and Spain in 1819. Can you find the other name for it in the anagram below?


A SECTARIAN TENT, TENTHLY TORN


(hint: 3, 16, 6)


And which state was won through it?


LARD OF I


(hint: 7)


13 The USA gained new territory in the 1819 treaty, but what was its true significance?


a) It provided a launchpad to attack its southern neighbours


b) It made the transcontinental railway possible


c) It secured rich mineral deposits


d) It gave the USA direct access to the Pacific for the first time


14 Which of these states doesn’t belong in this list and why?


a) Colorado


b) Maine


c) Virginia


d) Massachusetts


15 Which state was finally annexed into the USA in 1845, almost ten years after it had first achieved independence as a republic?


16 And which country had it achieved independence from in 1836?


17 In 1867 the Secretary of State bought territory controlled by Russia for $7.2 million. Dismissed by many as a vast overspend for worthless land containing only snow and ice, what was it soon nicknamed, contained in the anagram below?


SLY FALSE WORD


(hint: 7, 5)


18 On 18 November 1883 the railroads moved forward with the idea of four US time zones in order to better coordinate train timetables. What are the names of the four time zones still used in the contiguous United States today?


19 And what are the other two time zones beyond the contiguous United States?


20 Can you name the five states that, though they may already have been US territories, were formally admitted to the union in the twentieth century?


21 Which island has been a headache for numerous American presidents, but especially for William McKinley in 1898 and John F. Kennedy in 1962?


22 In the autumn of 1940 a deal was made that was utterly essential to the USA becoming a global naval power. Unravel the anagram to find it.


STAND TO FORESEE BEST EAGER RHYMERS


(hint: 3, 10, 3, 5, 9)


23 The Great Lakes contain what percentage of the world’s fresh water?


a) 12%


b) 16%


c) 21%


d) 31%


24 Which eight US states surround the Great Lakes?


25 And which two Canadian provinces also surround them?


26 Which of these global events might cause the largest disruption to US exports?


a) An increase in production of tech components from China


b) A global surplus of soy beans, drastically lowering the price


c) The discovery of large oil and natural gas reserves in territories outside the control of the USA


d) A new state-backed car manufacturer in the Middle East


27 How many Americans have walked on the Moon?


a) 2


b) 3


c) 8


d) 12


28 Can you work out the name of the US states represented below?


a) [image: Illustration]


b) 10 = C


c) [image: Illustration]


d) [image: Illustration]


29 Complete the following quote from the Declaration of Independence (1776), selecting from the words given below:


When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to ______ the political bands which have connected them with another, and to _______ among the Powers of the earth, the ______ and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should _______ the causes which impel them to the separation.


assume


collapse


declare


deny


dissolve


increase


magnify


remove


separate


30 Which country did President Obama describe as no more than ‘a regional power’ in 2014?


a) Russia


b) North Korea


c) Saudi Arabia


d) Turkey


31 Which US state has an economy bigger than every country in the world other than China, Germany, Japan and the USA itself?


32 How long are the Rocky Mountains?


a) 3,700 km


b) 4,800 km


c) 5,300 km


d) 6,100 km


33 What is the size of the USA?


a) 7.5 million km2


b) 9.8 million km2


c) 11.4 million km2


d) 13.2 million km2


34 Which US state is the largest by population?


a) California


b) New York


c) Texas


d) Florida


35 Can you name the US state for each of these state capitals?


1) Albany


2) Annapolis


3) Atlanta


4) Augusta


5) Austin


6) Baton Rouge


7) Bismarck


8) Boise


9) Boston


10) Carson City


11) Charleston


12) Cheyenne


13) Columbia


14) Columbus


15) Concord


16) Denver


17) Des Moines


18) Dover


19) Frankfort


20) Harrisburg


21) Hartford


22) Helena


23) Honolulu


24) Indianapolis


25) Jackson


26) Jefferson City


27) Juneau


28) Lansing


29) Lincoln


30) Little Rock


31) Madison


32) Montgomery


33) Montpelier


34) Nashville


35) Oklahoma City


36) Olympia


37) Phoenix


38) Pierre


39) Providence


40) Raleigh


41) Richmond


42) Sacramento


43) Salem


44) Salt Lake City


45) Santa Fe


46) Springfield


47) St Paul


48) Tallahassee


49) Topeka


50) Trenton


36 Can you label the rivers listed below correctly on the map?
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Alabama


Arkansas


Colorado


Columbia


Hudson


Mississippi


Missouri


Ohio


Rio Grande


Sacramento


Snake


Tennessee


37 Can you match these bridges to the state they are in?


Golden Gate Bridge


Hoover Dam Bypass Bridge


Seven Mile Bridge


Rio Grande Gorge Bridge


New Mexico


The intersection of Nevada and Arizona


California


Florida


38 What was the name of the boundary that, along with the Ohio River, came to be regarded as the dividing line between the free states in the north and the slave-holding states in the south?


a) Maginot Line


b) 38th Parallel


c) The Durand Line


d) Mason–Dixon Line


39 Can you put these key moments in the order they occurred?


The USA enters the First World War


The Battle of Gettysburg


The Boston Tea Party


The end of the Vietnam War


The Declaration of Independence


The Battle of the Little Bighorn


The Watergate scandal


The sinking of the Titanic


40 Who was the first US president to visit Cuba since Calvin Coolidge in 1928?


a) Barack Obama


b) George Bush


c) George W. Bush


d) Bill Clinton


41 Is the following statement true or false?


Following the Second World War, the USA put together a plan to aid Europe’s recovery called the Truman Doctrine.


42 What is the name of the geographical feature that covers about half of Canada?


a) The Rocky Mountains


b) The Canadian Prairies


c) The Canadian Shield


d) The Arctic Archipelago









CHAPTER 2


ASIA





1 What is the name of the ethnic group, the largest in the world, that makes up more than 90% of China’s population and dominates Chinese politics and business?


2 By what name was Korea known in the eighteenth century?


a) The Hermit Kingdom


b) The Warrior Nation


c) The Divided Peninsula


d) The Mountainous Cape


3 Derived from the Mongolian for ‘waterless place’, what is the name of the barren natural feature found in northern China and southern Mongolia?


4 What geographical feature is known as the ‘Scourge of the Sons of Han’?


a) The Yellow River


b) The Gobi Desert


c) The Himalayas


d) The Yangtze River


5 Which of the fractions below roughly describes the proportion of Japan’s population that lives in the Greater Tokyo area?


a) One-tenth


b) A quarter


c) A third


d) More than half


6 Which of these best describes the reason for Japan’s invasion of China and Southeast Asia in the early decades of the twentieth century?


a) It was lacking in natural materials such as coal, oil and metal ores


b) It had only limited farmland to support its growing population


c) It was a pre-emptive attack in response to its neighbours’ military activity


d) It had invested in new, larger ships to transport its soldiers


7 Which resource makes Tibet so important to China?


a) Coal


b) Gold


c) Water


d) Lithium


8 Which three-letter acronym describes the man-made border that splits Korea in two?


9 Is the following statement true or false?


North Korea and South Korea are still technically at war.


10 Which capital is closer to the border, thus making it more vulnerable to attack: Seoul in South Korea or Pyongyang in North Korea?


11 Can you correctly label the countries on the map below?
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12 Can you name any of the four major islands of Japan?


13 One of the reasons why Japan has never been successfully invaded is the distance of its main islands from the Eurasian landmass. At its closest point, how far away is it?


a) 93 km


b) 193 km


c) 293 km


d) 306 km


14 It is 1893 and, following the British withdrawal from Afghanistan in 1880, negotiations have been taking place to fix the border between the Emirate of Afghanistan and British India. You receive a coded note containing details of the agreement. Can you work out the name of the proposed boundary?


DEPEND UPON REACHING AND NOT DONE LYING IN NEW EFFORTS


15 What is the name of the longest man-made waterway in the world, and where is it located?


16 China’s ‘Air Defence Identification Zone’ covers territory claimed by which three other countries?


17 Can you solve the anagram below to find the name of the mountain range that crosses the Afghanistan–Pakistan border?


DUH HI SUNK


(hint: 5, 4)


18 Which river begins in the Himalayas and ends in the Bay of Bengal?


19 By what name was Bangladesh previously known?


20 What is the name of the region of which both India and Pakistan claim ownership?


21 The highest battle in history is thought to have taken place in 1984 on the Siachen Glacier in the Karakoram mountains, at an altitude of around 6,000 metres, between which two countries?


a) India and China


b) India and Pakistan


c) Pakistan and Afghanistan


d) China and Tibet


22 Can you match the capital city to the country?






	
India


Pakistan


Bangladesh


Nepal


Myanmar


Bhutan


Afghanistan


Laos



	
Naypyidaw


Thimphu


New Delhi


Kabul


Kathmandu


Vientiane
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