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Thanks to the violin students from Eltham College (who now also play the viola!) and to the

various Heads of Strings who were so helpful during the conference in Birmingham.

Did you know...

The phrase ‘another string to your bow’ is not actually related to string playing but

originated from medieval archery practice. Archers carried spare bowstrings, so if one

broke, they’d have a backup to continue. By the 1600s, the idiom meant having an

additional skill, like playing the viola as well as the violin!
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Introduction

Why playing the viola is a good idea

•

The viola’s sound quality is very special! It is really beautiful and vibrant, and because

the instrument is often larger than a violin it has a deeper (literally lower), richer tone.

•

Playing the viola will make you a more ﬂexible and useful musician – you will be able to

play ﬁrst violin, second violin or viola.

•

There will be more opportunities to play in chamber music ensembles, which will help

you to develop a better understanding of inner parts in ensembles and orchestras.

•

You will be able to play violin and cello repertoire on your viola, for example all those

wonderful unaccompanied Bach works.

•

Being a viola player may also give you a greater chance of securing school or

conservatoire scholarships as there are fewer viola players about! And because you play

the less common viola, there are more chances to play in advanced groups. Sometimes

schools may be willing to buy a viola and loan it out.

The great violinist and teacher, Jascha Heifetz, encouraged all his violin pupils to play

the viola too, and playing both instruments is standard practice in several music schools,

conservatoires and countries. In addition, many great violin soloists have also played the

viola; among them are Nigel Kennedy, Julianne Lee, Zoe Martin-Doike, Yehudi Menuhin,
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