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“A very readable, theologically sensitive treatment of crucial philosophical issues of central concern to the Christian faith. Dr. Naugle has done a first-rate job of covering a wide range of issues in a responsible way, while keeping the level of discourse at a truly introductory level. This book fills a needed gap in the literature, and I am delighted to endorse it.”  


			J. P. Moreland, Distinguished Professor of Philosophy, Biola University; author, Love Your God with All Your Mind 


			“This fine book not only makes important explorations in Christian philosophy accessible to those who may be starting out on their intellectual journey; it also offers insights to those of us who are well along in that pilgrimage. Dr. Naugle combines solid scholarship with a firm grasp of how a biblical worldview can help to reclaim a strong Christian intellectual tradition in these confusing—but exciting—times.”


			Richard J. Mouw, President and Professor of Christian Philosophy, Fuller Theological Seminary


			“Adolescent Christians entering adulthood often have plenty of zeal for the faith but stand in need of theological facility and in even greater need of philosophical awareness. This little book opens both. It inspires and summons to a life of loving wisdom (philosophy) and loving God.”


			Esther Lightcap Meek, Associate Professor of Philosophy, Geneva College; Adjunct Professor of Apologetics, Redeemer Seminary; author, Longing to Know and Loving to Know


			“Although I disagree with my esteemed colleague at some points (philosophers are always arguing with each other!), this astute primer serves as a learned, well-written, deeply historical, and biblical treatment of what it means to philosophize as a follower of Jesus Christ. Readers will be richly rewarded by Professor Naugle’s insights, passion, and Christian commitment to philosophy as a divine calling.”


			Douglas Groothuis, Professor of Philosophy, Denver Seminary


			“David Naugle’s book is an insightful guide for all ‘lovers of wisdom.’ It is readily understandable to the philosophical novice while at the same time offering a rich, theologically informed overview of philosophy’s themes to benefit and challenge the scholar. Dr. Naugle is a philosopher who knows well the importance of worldview formation but also has a passion for thoughtful believers to be transformed into the image of Christ.”


			Paul Copan, Pledger Family Chair of Philosophy and Ethics, Palm Beach Atlantic University; author, Loving Wisdom: Christian Philosophy of Religion


            

            

            ~SERIES ENDORSEMENTS~


			“Reclaiming the Christian Intellectual Tradition promises to be a very important series of guides—aimed at students—intended both to recover and instruct regarding the Christian intellectual tradition.”


			Robert B. Sloan, President, Houston Baptist University


			“Reclaiming the Christian Intellectual Tradition is an exciting series that will freshly introduce readers to the riches of historic Christian thought and practice. As the modern secular academy struggles to reclaim a semblance of purpose, this series demonstrates why a deeply rooted Christian worldview offers an intellectual coherence so badly needed in our fragmented culture. Assembling a formidable cohort of respected evangelical scholars, the series promises to supply must-read orientations to the disciplines for the next generation of Christian students.”


			Thomas Kidd, Department of History, Baylor University


			“This new series is exactly what Christian higher education needs to shore up its intellectual foundations for the challenges of the coming decades. Whether students are studying in professedly Christian institutions or in more traditionally secular settings, these volumes will provide a firm basis from which to withstand the dismissive attitude toward biblical thinking that seems so pervasive in the academy today. These titles will make their way onto the required reading lists for Christian colleges and universities seeking to ensure a firm biblical perspective for students, regardless of discipline. Similarly, campus pastors on secular campuses will find this series to be an invaluable bibliography for guiding students who are struggling with coalescing their emerging intellectual curiosity with their developing faith.”


			Carl E. Zylstra, President, Dordt College
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Philosophy, without his heavenly guide, May blow up self-conceit, and nourish pride; But, while his province is the reasoning part, Has still a veil of midnight on his heart: ’Tis truth divine, exhibited on earth, Gives Charity her being and her birth.


			—William Cowper, “Charity”


			In all these schemes [scholastic, pseudo-Lutheran, enthusiastic] the cause of Christ becomes a partial and provincial matter within the limits of reality. . . . [However] there are not two realities, but only one reality, and that is the reality of God, which has become manifest in Christ in the reality of the world. . . . There are, therefore, not two spheres, but only the one sphere of the realization of Christ, in which the reality of God and the reality of the world are united. Thus the theme of the two spheres, which has repeatedly become the dominant factor in the history of the church, is foreign to the New Testament.


			—Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Ethics


			We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ.


			—Apostle Paul, 2 Corinthians 10:5









				








































 





SERIES PREFACE




RECLAIMING THE CHRISTIAN INTELLECTUAL TRADITION






			The Reclaiming the Christian Intellectual Tradition series is designed to provide an overview of the distinctive way the church has read the Bible, formulated doctrine, provided education, and engaged the culture. The contributors to this series all agree that personal faith and genuine Christian piety are essential for the life of Christ followers and for the church. These contributors also believe that helping others recognize the importance of serious thinking about God, Scripture, and the world needs a renewed emphasis at this time in order that the truth claims of the Christian faith can be passed along from one generation to the next. The study guides in this series will enable us to see afresh how the Christian faith shapes how we live, how we think, how we write books, how we govern society, and how we relate to one another in our churches and social structures. The richness of the Christian intellectual tradition provides guidance for the complex challenges that believers face in this world.


			This series is particularly designed for Christian students and others associated with college and university campuses, including faculty, staff, trustees, and other various constituents. The contributors to the series will explore how the Bible has been interpreted in the history of the church, as well as how theology has been formulated. They will ask: How does the Christian faith influence our understanding of culture, literature, philosophy, government, beauty, art, or work? How does the Christian intellectual tradition help us understand truth? How does the Christian intellectual tradition shape our approach to education? We believe that this series is not only timely but that it meets an important need, because the secular culture in which we now find ourselves is, at best, indifferent to the Christian faith, and the Christian world—at least in its more popular forms—tends to be confused about the beliefs, heritage, and tradition associated with the Christian faith.


			At the heart of this work is the challenge to prepare a generation of Christians to think Christianly, to engage the academy and the culture, and to serve church and society. We believe that both the breadth and the depth of the Christian intellectual tradition need to be reclaimed, revitalized, renewed, and revived for us to carry forward this work. These study guides will seek to provide a framework to help introduce students to the great tradition of Christian thinking, seeking to highlight its importance for understanding the world, its significance for serving both church and society, and its application for Christian thinking and learning. The series is a starting point for exploring important ideas and issues such as truth, meaning, beauty, and justice.


			We trust that the series will help introduce readers to the apostles, church fathers, Reformers, philosophers, theologians, historians, and a wide variety of other significant thinkers. In addition to well-known leaders such as Clement, Origen, Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, and Jonathan Edwards, readers will be pointed to William Wilberforce, G. K. Chesterton, T. S. Eliot, Dorothy Sayers, C. S. Lewis, Johann Sebastian Bach, Isaac Newton, Johannes Kepler, George Washington Carver, Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, Michael Polanyi, Henry Luke Orombi, and many others. In doing so, we hope to introduce those who throughout history have demonstrated that it is indeed possible to be serious about the life of the mind while simultaneously being deeply committed Christians. These efforts to strengthen serious Christian thinking and scholarship will not be limited to the study of theology, scriptural interpretation, or philosophy, even though these areas provide the framework for understanding the Christian faith for all other areas of exploration. In order for us to reclaim and advance the Christian intellectual tradition, we must have some understanding of the tradition itself. The volumes in this series will seek to explore this tradition and its application for our twenty-first-century world. Each volume contains a glossary, study questions, and a list of resources for further study, which we trust will provide helpful guidance for our readers.


			I am deeply grateful to the series editorial committee: Timothy George, John Woodbridge, Michael Wilkins, Niel Nielson, Philip Ryken, and Hunter Baker. Each of these colleagues joins me in thanking our various contributors for their fine work. We all express our appreciation to Justin Taylor, Jill Carter, Allan Fisher, Lane Dennis, and the Crossway team for their enthusiastic support for the project. We offer the project with the hope that students will be helped, faculty and Christian leaders will be encouraged, institutions will be strengthened, churches will be built up, and, ultimately, that God will be glorified.


			Soli Deo Gloria


			David S. Dockery


			Series Editor

























































 





AUTHOR’S PREFACE




Do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be mature.


			—1 Corinthians 14:20


            

            

           An older colleague once asked me as a novice philosopher to whom I had hitched my philosophical wagon. At the time, I didn’t know what to say. I had learned from many, but I didn’t follow anyone in particular. Now I would say Augustine.


			This guide to philosophy, written to help readers reclaim a Christian intellectual tradition in philosophy, is Augustinian in character. Among many possible things, this means I place faith in the lead position before reason, and I define Christian philosophy as faith seeking understanding (fides quaerens intellectum). To elaborate on this Augustinian tradition just a bit, I would say two things. The first is that unless you believe, you will not understand. This means that in an Augustinian order of knowing (ordo scienta), belief renovates reason, grace restores nature, and faith renews philosophy. Second, Christian philosophy is essentially Christian faith seeking philosophical understanding, specifically in areas such as metaphysics, anthropology, epistemology, ethics, and aesthetics. To put it otherwise, Christian philosophy is a reflection of and a reflection on the essential themes of canonical Trinitarian theism (or a biblical worldview).1 As Christian philosophers Ronda Chervin and Eugene Kevane have stated, “Christian Philosophy is philosophizing that proceeds within a [Christian] religious faith.”2 In this Augustinian fashion, then, I try to accomplish the following things in this volume.


			First, I seek to highlight the importance of prolegomena for philosophy. A prolegomena, of course, is the statement of presuppositions and principles that serve as a prelude to and govern any inquiry. I want to emphasize how important it is for philosophers to state up front where they are coming from so that those who seek to learn from them will know what to expect in advance. This involves two steps. First, “know thyself,” as the old oracle would have it, especially in terms of what you believe and are philosophically. Then “show thyself” prolegomenously, as a newer oracle would demand. It will take a little courage. Honesty and integrity are at stake. A prolegomena, we might say, resembles a trailer to a film or an overture to an opera. It’s the general, governing word spoken beforehand and is the subject of the first chapter of this book.


			Second, I desire to spell out the relationships of a Christian or biblical worldview (I’ll be calling it “canonical Trinitarian theism”), Christian philosophy, and regular philosophy.3 Sorting these out is not an easy task. I can, however, say that the movement between biblical faith and regular philosophy is a two-way street. Christianity and a Christian philosophy have a lot to offer regular philosophy. At the same time, regular philosophy contributes significantly to a Christian Weltanschauung and in shaping a Christian philosophy and philosophy (these last three domains can be difficult to distinguish). Regular philosophy, in other words, serves as a handmaiden to these disciplines. Yet sometimes it’s the reverse. In any case, philosophy needs Christianity and vice versa. I will also address this concern in chapter 1.


			Third, I will attempt to articulate elements of a Christian philosophy based on faith in God and a biblical worldview (viz., canonical Trinitarian theism) in the basic philosophic subdisciplines of metaphysics, anthropology, epistemology, ethics, and aesthetics. In other words, I will try to convey something of what the Scriptures contribute to grasping reality, humanity, knowledge, morality, and beauty. This content will be covered in chapters 2 through 6.


			Fourth, not only will I offer a Christian perspective on each of these main philosophical areas, but also I will try to show how a Christian philosophy in each of these subdisciplines can serve as a guide by which to interact with regular philosophy in affirmative, critical, corrective, complementary, and creative ways. At the same time, we will also investigate how regular philosophy, as handmaiden, helps to illuminate, clarify, and contribute in significant ways to understanding and applying Christian philosophy. Additionally, each main chapter in this volume will conclude with an example of one or more of these strategies in the given field.


			Fifth, I intend to explain how the content of a biblical worldview shapes an understanding of the Christian philosophic vocation. I will try to show how Christian faith and philosophy frame or, perhaps, reframe the character, work, and purposes of Christian philosophers whether as professors or students. What does a gospel-shaped philosophic vocation look like? A focus will be on philosophers as lovers—of wisdom, of God as the true wisdom, and of others. This topic will engage our attention in the last chapter, one of the most important in the book.


			Here are a couple of final thoughts. First, this book will not be a general survey of the various introductory issues in the different fields of philosophic study. Since there are many helpful volumes, both in Christian and non-Christian dress, that cover this ground admirably, I see no need to repeat such readily available material. Rather, my goal is to set forth a Christian philosophy in light of a particular prolegomena in several main areas of philosophic investigation.


			Second, I was not able to cover every Christian topic that needed to be covered in any given area, even in overwriting the first draft of this volume considerably. The book, as you now have it, is quite abridged. Nevertheless, what the reader will find here are a few provocative ideas that will stimulate further reflection and practice for those who are called by God to wrestle with philosophy as believers. My ultimate hope is that this effort will enable Christian philosophers as Christian philosophers to be other-wise.4


			David Naugle, ThD, PhD


			Distinguished University Professor


			Professor of Philosophy


			Dallas Baptist University


			Fourteenth Week after Pentecost 2011


            

            

            

            

___________________


            

1I owe this thought to Benno van den Toren.






2Ronda Chervin and Eugene Kevane, Love of Wisdom: An Introduction to Christian Philosophy (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1988), 49. 






3Albert M. Wolters sees three levels to theorizing: (1) a worldview; (2) a philosophic understanding of things formulated out of the worldview; (3) scholarly theorizing in a particular discipline (theology and philosophy included) under the influence of a particular philosophic understanding derived from the foundational worldview. See his Creation Regained: Biblical Basics for a Reformational Worldview, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2005), 116.






4Inspired by James H. Olthius, ed., Knowing Other-Wise: Philosophy at the Threshold of Spirituality, 2nd ed., Perspectives in Continental Philosophy (New York: Fordham University Press, 2000). 
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PROLEGOMENA




[Saint Paul] asserts that Christ is the wisdom of God and that only Christians can attain true wisdom (1 Cor. 1–2). 


			—E. P. Sanders, Paul and Palestinian Judaism1


            

            

            

            Jesus Christ is Lord of philosophy. To be sure, no one can say Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:3). Certainly no one can say Jesus is Lord of philosophy, and mean it, except by the same Holy Spirit. A substantial change in inner being and outlook fostered by Pentecostal power is surely necessary to affirm Christ’s lordship in general and his lordship over philosophy in particular. To affirm Christ’s lordship over life and philosophy, in other words, is a function of regeneration. You must be born again (John 3).


			Affirming that Jesus is Lord of philosophy is a radically countercultural position. It is sure to appear ludicrous to many. C. S. Lewis (1898–1963) once bemoaned but later applauded Jesus Christ as the “transcendental Interferer” in life.2 Jesus is the “transcendental interferer” in philosophy as well, a proverbial “game-changer.” More theologically, Jesus Christ as incarnate Savior and Lord interferes with philosophy by redeeming, converting, and transforming it. He decisively shifts the philosophic paradigm.3


			If we have a christological disposition, we should ply our philosophic trade coram Deo—before the face of God. Augustine (354–430) is an example. By God’s grace, he and those who have followed after him have recognized the supremacy of Jesus as the creator and redeemer of all things and knew he was the one “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3).


			Abraham Kuyper (1837–1920) certainly wanted to honor Jesus and his lordship over all creation, including education and the academic disciplines, philosophy among them. The noted Dutch polymath offered his signature proposition on the matter in these often quoted words from his inaugural address at the founding of the Free University of Amsterdam in 1880: “There is not a square inch,” Kuyper thundered, “in the whole domain of our human existence over which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry: ‘Mine!’”4 
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